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The  present  volume  is  the  second  part  of  a work  descriptive  of  the 
fishes  of  North  and  Middle  America,  including  all  species  known  to  occur 
in  American  waters  north  of  the  equator  and  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
The  first  part  was  published  on  October  3,  1896,  the  present  part,  continu- 
ous with  the  first  in  pagination  and  numbering,  appears  on  October  3, 1898, 
and  the  third  and  final  part  will  soon  follow.  In  this  last  will  appear  the 
general  index,  an  artificial  key  to  the  families,  a glossary  of  scientific 
terms,  and  an  addendum  containing  all  species  overlooked  or  described 
subsequent  to  the  publication  of  the  part  to  which  they  belong.  A fourth 
volume,  or  atlas,  is  composed  entirely  of  plates. 

David  Starr  Jordan. 

Barton  Warren  Evermann. 

Lelaxd  Stanford  Junior  University, 

Palo  Alto,  Santa  Clara  County,  California. 

March  15,  1S98. 
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SPARIFORM  PERCOIDS 

(With  sheathing  maxillary  and  developed  axillary  ventral  scales.) 
Family  CXLIX.  LUTIANID.E. 


(The  Snapbeks.) 


Body  oblong  or  more  or  less  elevated,  covered  with  moderate-sized 
adherent  scales,  which  are  more  or  less  strongly  ctenoid  or  almost  cycloid.* 
Lateral  line  well  developed,  concurrent  with  the  back,  not  extending  on 
the  caudal  fin.  Head  large,  the  crests  on  the  skull  usually  largely  devel- 
oped. No  suborbital  stay;  mouth  moderate  or  large,  usually  terminal, 
low  and  horizontal.  Premaxillaries  moderately  protractile,  their  spines 
not  extending  to  the  occiput;  maxillary  long,  without  supplemental  bone, 
for  most  of  its  length  slipping  under  the  edge  of  the  preorbital,  which  forms  ' 
a more  or  less  distinct  sheath,  its  form  essentially  as  in  the  Serranidce- 
teeth  various,  unequal  and  sharp,  never  incisor-like,  some  of  them  some- 
times  molar;  vomer  and  palatines  usually  with  villiform  teeth,  these 
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sometimes  molar,  sometimes  very  small,  sometimes  Avanting;  lower  pliar- 
yngeals  separate;  gills  4,  a slit  beliind  the  fourth;  pseudohranchiie  large; 
gill  rakers  moderate  or  long,  slender ; gill  membranes  separate,  free  from 
the  isthmus.  Preopercle  serrate  or  entire ; opercles  without  spines ; sides 
of  head  usually  scaly.  Dorsal  fin  single,  continuous,  or  deeply  notched, 
sometimes  divided  into  two  fins,  the  spines  usually  strong,  depressible  in 
a grooAm,  the  spines  heteraeanthous,  that  is,  alternating,  the  one  stronger 
on  the  right  side,  the  other  on  the  left,  the  spines  10  to  12  in  number. 
Anal  fin  similar  to  soft  dorsal  and  with  three  spines ; ventral  fins  thoracic, 
the  rays  I,  5,  with  a more  or  less  distinct  scalelike  appendage  at  base ; 
caudal  fin  usually  more  or  less  concave  behind.  Air-bladder  present, 
usually  simple.  Intestinal  canal  short.  Pyloric  cceca  few.  Yertebrie 
usually  10  + 14  = 21.  No  distinct  tubercles  from  the  cranium  for  the 
articulation  of  the  epipharyngeal  bones ; enlarged  apophyses  for  the  articu- 
lation of  palatine  and  preorbital  bones;  anterior  4 vertebrie  without 
parapophyses.  The  family  comprises  about  20  genera  and  some  250  spe- 
cies, chiefly  inhabiting  the  shores  of  warm  regions.  All  of  them  are 
valued  as  food,  and  all  are  active,  carnivorous,  and  voracious.  The 
group  is  closely  related  to  the  Serranidw  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the 
Hamulidcc  on  the  other.  {Percidw,  part,  genera  Mesoprion,  Etelis,  etc., 
Giinther,  Cat.,  i;  Hoplopagrince,  Lutianinw,  Deniicincv,  and  Xenidithyina;, 
Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  431-459.) 

HOPLOPAGRIN.® : 

a.  Yomer  with  teeth. 

b.  Nostrils  remote  from  each  other,  the  anterior  tubular,  near  the  end  of  the  snout; 
vomerine  teeth  coarse,  molar;  teeth  in  jaws  large,  the  lateral  teeth  molar; 
(skull  as  in  Lutianince). 

c.  Yomer  with  about  3 coarse  molar  teeth;  dorsal  spines  10;  scales  large; 
gillrakers  few;  no  teeth  on  palatines  or  on  tongue;  lower  pharyngeals 
narrow,  with  small,  conical  teeth.  Hoplopagrus,  523. 

bb.  Nostrils  near  together,  placed  just  before  eye,  the  anterior  not  tubular;  Ammer- 
ine  teeth  villiform,  the  patch  A,  or  0-&baped;  teeth  in  jaws  all  acute; 
no  incisors  or  molars. 

d.  Palatines  with  teeth;  teeth  in  jaws  strong,  more  or  less  unequal. 

Lutianin^  ; ... 

e.  Interorbital  area  not  flat  nor  separated  from  the  occipital  region,  the 
median  and  lateral  crests  procurrent  on  it,  and  the  frontal  nar- 
rowed forward  ; dorsal  fin  continuous,  the  spines  n+ separated  by 
a notch  from  the  soft  rays. 

/.  Prefrontals  Avith  the  articular  facets  arising  from  diverging 
V-shaped  ridges;  hasi-sphenoid  with  an  anterior  lobiform 
extension ; soft  dorsal,  and  anal  scaly ; dorsal  spines  10  or  11 
(in  American  species) ; tongue  with  teeth  (at  least  in  adult 
examples). 

g.  Fronto-occipital  crest  ceasing  anteriorily  far  from  front  of 
frontal;  prefrontal  with  posterior  areas  impressed,  long, 
and  cribriform;  no  pterygoid  teeth;  caudal  fin  lunate; 
gill  rakers  rather  few,  shortish. 
h.  Top  of  head  scaled;  parietal  crest  confluent  anteriorly 
with  the  fronto-occipital  crest;  preopercle  with  a 
deep  notch,  into  which  a projection  from  theintero- 
percle  fits,  this  character  most  marked  in  the  adult. 

EVOPLITES,  524. 
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hh.  Top  of  head  naked;  an  oblique  band  of  scales  on  each 
side  of  nape;  parietal  crest  not  confluent  with  the 
fronto-occipital  crest,  either  fading  away  ante- 
riorly or  running  into  the  ocular  rim;  preopercle 
with  a shallow  notch  or  emargination  only. 

Neom.^;nis,  525. 

g(j.  Fronto-occipital  crest  continued  forward  along  top  of  head 
to  nearly  opposite  nostrils ; prefrontals  with  the  pos- 
terior area  short,  excavated  above  and  in  front. 

i.  Gill  rakers  short  and  few,  about  12;  anal  fin  long  and 

low,  its  rays  III,  10  or  11.  Rabikubia,  526. 

ii.  Gill  rakers  long  and  numerous,  about  25  ; anal  rather 

high,  its  rays  III,  9;  pterygoid  teeth  present  (in 
the  adult)  in  a narrow  hand ; caudal  fin  very  deeply 
forked.  Ocyurus,  527. 

Jf.  Prefrontals  with  the  articular  facets  developed  from  simple 
tubercles  and  not  V-shaped;  basisphenoid  not  lobigerous; 
canines  small;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  10  or  11. 
j.  Prefrontals  with  the  posterior  areas  cribriform ; pterygoids 
with  a broad  patch  of  teeth  (in  adult) ; hyoid  bones  and 
tongue  with  teeth;  canines  very  small  or  obsolete ; dorsal 
spines  12  (or  13);  soft  dorsal  and  anal  somewhat  scaled; 
top  of  head  scaled  to  before  middle  of  eye;  gill  rakers 
numerous.  Kho.mboplites,  528. 

jj.  Prefrontals  with  the  posterior  areas  solid  and  somewhat 
tumid ; pterygoids,  hyoid  hone,  and  tongue  toothless ; dor- 
sal spines  10;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless. 

Apsilus,  529. 


Etelin.e  : 

ee.  Interorhital  area  fiat,  separated  by  a transverse  line  of  demarcation 
from  the  occipital,  by  which  the  median  as  well  as  the  lateral 
crests  are  limited;  frontals  wKle  in  front;  tongue  and  i)terygoid8 
toothless ; soft  rnys  of  dorsal  10  or  11. 
k.  Dorsal  fin  continuous;  frontals  not  cavernous;  supraorbital 
margin  crenate ; periotic  region  much  swollen  outward  and 
with  the  hones  thin  and  polished;  i)reorbital  moderate; 
frontals  behind  with  funnel-shaped  foramiiue;  soft  dorsal 
and  anal  scaleless;  last  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  produced. 

Aprion,  .530. 

kk.  Dorsal  nearly  or  quite  divided  into  two  fins  by  a deep  notch; 
eyes  very  large ; preorbital  very  narrow. 

I.  Frontals  not  cavernous,  simply  normally  perforate;  supra- 

orbital margins  crenate ; periotic  region  little  convex 
and  with  the  bones  thick,  unpolished;  prefrontals 
behind  with  funnel-shaped  foramina;  body  compara- 
tively elongate ; head  naked  above  and  on  snout;  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  naked ; peritoneum  and  lining  of  gill 
cavity  pale;  caudal  deeply  forked ; color  crimson. 

Etelis,  531. 

II.  Frontals  cavernous  (like  those  of  Scicenoids) , with  longi- 

tudinal, osseous  bars,  leaving  interspaces  in  front  of 
transverse  ridge  and  on  each  side  near  the  front; 
supraorbital  margins  smooth ; prefrontals  behind  with 
simple  foramina  for  olfactory  nerves ; body  comi)ara- 
tively  short  and  deep;  head  scaly  above  and  on  jaAvs 
and  snout;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly  at  base;  peri- 
toneum and  lining  of  gill  cavity  black;  caudal  lunate. 
Deep-water  species,  blackish -purple  in  color. 

-Vebilus,  532. 
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Xenichthyin^  : 

dd.  Palatines  without  teeth ; vomer  with  minute  teeth  in  a 0'Sii3,ped  patch ; 
teeth  in  jaws  very  small,  equal.  Body  comi)res.sed,  covered  with 
small,  thin,  ctenoid,  silvery  scales;  top  of  head,  cheeks,  opercles,  part 
of  preorbital  and  crown  scaly;  mouth  small,  oblique,  with  small 
recurA^ed  teeth  in  jaws;  preorbital  narrow,  a rhomboid  patch  of  small 
teeth  on  vomer;  few  teeth  or  none  on  the  tongue;  gill  rakers  long 
and  slender;  dorsal  fins  nearly  separate,  the  anterior  of  slender 
spines,  the  soft  rays  scaly.  Intestinal  canal  short  (the  pyloric  emea 
not  examined).  Skull  Avith  the  crests  conspicuous,  the  temporal 
running  forAvard  to  join  the  sni)raoccipital. 
m.  Dorsal  rays  X or  XI-I,  12  to  14,  the  spinous  part  of  the  tin  at 
least  half  longer  than  sqft  part;  anal  rays  III,  10  or  11. 
n.  Dorsal  fins  entirely  separated,  inteiwal  betAA  een  them  f diam- 
eter of  eye;  spinous  dorsal  half  longer  than  soft;  nostrils 
small,  close  together.  Xenocys,  533. 

nn.  Dorsal  fins  connected  at  base,  the  spinous  part  about 
double  length  of  soft  part.  Xenistius,  534. 

mm.  Dorsal  rays  XI-I,  18  or  19,  the  soft  part  longer  than  the  spinous 
part;  anal  rays  about  III,  18.  Xenichthys,  535. 

Denticin^: 

aa.  Yomer  and  palatines  toothless;  one  or  both  jaAVs  Avith  strong  canines;  no  molars; 
preopercle  entire;  dorsal  continuous. 

0.  Dorsal  spines  10;  scales  large,  50  in  lateral  line,  those  on  cheeks  in  3 rows; 
mouth  moderate,  the  jaAvs  subequal;  fins  usually  Avith  filaments. 

Xemipteeus,  536. 

523.  HOPLOPAGRUS,  Gill. 

Uoplopagrvs,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  253  (gunthcri). 

Anterior  nostril  remote  from  the  other,  close  to  the  premaxillary,  in  the 
end  of  the  barbel  or  tube;  vomer  Avith  about  3 coarse  molar  teeth;  teeth 
of  jaws  coarse  and  blunt,  the  lateral  teeth  molar;  scales  large;  gill-rakers 
few;  dorsal  spines  continuous  with  the  soft  rays  Avhich  are  scaly  at  the 
base;  lower  pharyngeals  narroAA",  with  small  conical  teeth;  skull  and 
general  anatomy  essentially  as  in  Lutianns  and  Neomamis. 

Only  one  species  of  this  remarkable  generic  type  is  knoAvn.  AVith  a 
close  resemblance  in  nearly  all  respects  to  Keoma’nis  apoilus  and  other  typi- 
cal species,  it  differs  strikingly  from  all  other  fishes  of  this  type  in  the 
structure  of  the  nostrils  and  in  the  dentition.  {onXov,  armor;  naypoi, 
porgy.) 

1028.  HOPLOPAfJRUS  GUNTHERI,  Gill. 

(Pargo.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2b  to  2h;  eye  4|-  (in  young);  snout  2|.  D.  X,  14;  A. 
Ill,  9.  Scales  6-47-16.  Pectoral  1^  in  head,  reaching  to  first  anal  spine; 
anal  1^;  longest  soft  dorsal  ray  equals  longest  anal  ray.  Body  oblong- 
ovate,  short,  deep,  and  compressed,  the  back  arched,  the  body  abruptly 
contracted  to  the  base  of  the  short  caudal  peduncle;  anterior  profile 
slightly  and  eA’^enly  coiwex.  Snout  rather  long  and  pointed ; mouth  small, 
the  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  to  front  of  orbit,  its  length  2f  to  3 in  head ; 
teeth  in  jaws  arranged  as  in  Lutianns,  but  coarse  and  blunt,  the  lateral 
teeth  of  both  jaws  rounded  and  molarlike,  more  blunt  in  large  examples; 
upper  jaw  with  about  2 coarse,  rather  long  canines;  Amnier  with  about  3 
to  5 coarse  molar  teeth;  palatines  and  tongue  toothless;  loAver  jaw  rather 
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weak,  included;  anterior  nostril  at  the  extreme  front  of  the  snont,  close 
to  the  premaxillary,  in  the  extremity  of  a harhel-Iike  tube  which  hangs 
down  above  the  month  and  is  nearly  as  long  as  the  eye;  posterior  nostril 
a rather  long  and  narrow  oblique  slit,  near  the  front  of  the  eye ; eye  small, 
near  the  middle  of  the  length  of  the  head;  interorbital  space  rather  broad 
and  convex,  its  width  4^  in  head;  preorbital  broad,  its  least  width  3^  to 
4^  in  head;  vertical  limb  of  preopercle  oblicjne,  sharply  serrate,  the  teeth 
rather  fine  above,  coarse  at  the  angle;  emargination  of  preopercle  sharp 
and  deep,  more  conspicuous  than  in  most  species  of  Lutianus,  the  knob  of 
interopercle  conspicuous.  Gill  rakers  few  and  short,  about  7 developed  on 
lower  part  of  anterior  arch,  besides  several  rudiments;  opercle  without 
spinous  projections;  scapular  scale  serrate.  Temporal  crest  of  skull  very 
short,  coalescing  with  the  orbital  rim.  Scales  rather  small,  regularly 
arranged,  those  above  lateral  line  in  series  which  are  throughout  parallel 
with  the  lateral  line,  those  below  in  horizontal  series;  temporal  region 
with  a band  of  one  or  two  series  of  large  scales;  cheeks  with  about  7 rows 
of  scales;  top  of  head  naked.  Dorsal  spines  rather  low  and  strong,  the 
fin  somewhat  deeply  emarginate;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  high,  angular, 
and  pointed  in  outline,  the  middle  rays  elevated,  the  last  ray  not  f the 
height  of  the  middle  ones,  which  are  2 in  head;  pectoral  long  and  fal- 
cate; caudal  short,  feebly  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  If  in  head;  anal  high 
and  pointed,  the  middle  rays  reaching  base  of  caudal,  a little  more  than 
half  length  of  head;  anal  spines  strong,  the  second  longer  and  stronger 
than  third,  2f  in  head;  pectoral  long,  3 in  bod}'^;  ventral  14.  Color  green- 
ish above,  belly  coppery  pink;  head  olive,  sides  with  8 cross-bands  of 
warm  brown,  unequally  placed;  fins  dusky  olive,  shaded  with  ])inkish 
and  brown;  around  dusky  blotch  near  base  of  last  rays  of  soft  dorsal; 
the  pectorals  pale,  a dark  (crescent  at  base;  ventrals  black-tipped;  top  of 
head  with  some  small  dark  s])ot8.  Adult  nearly  plain  olivaceous,  coppery 
below.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  from  Guaymas  to  Panama. 
This  remarkable  species  is  a common  food-fish  at  Mazatlan,  where  it  is 
known  as  the  ‘‘pavf/o.”  The  specimens  examined  by  us  are  from  INIazatlan 
and  Guaymas.  (Named  for  Dr.  Albert  Giiuther  ^Gu  token  of  apprecia- 
tion.’^) 

IToplopagrus  guntheri.  Gilt.,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  253,  Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll. 

Xantus);  Steindachneu,  Ichtli.  Peitrage,  vi,  1,  1878;  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  TT.  S. 

Nat.  Mus.  1884,  429;  Jordan  & Fesleh,  1.  c.,  432;  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc,  U.  S. 

Nat.  Mus.  1891,  145;  Jordan,  Fishes  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  v,  1895,  454. 


524.  EVOPLITES,  Gill. 

Evoplites,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  236  (pomacanthus—yomag  of  kasmira). 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Luiianiis  and  Genyoroge,  two  sections  and  gen- 
era not  represented  in  American  waters.  It  agrees  with  Lutianus  in  having 
the  whole  top  of  the  head  from  the  eyes  backward  covered  with  scales. 
This  region  is  naked  in  Genyoroye,  which,  like  Evojjlites,  has  the  preopercle 
marked  by  a deep  gash  or  incision  in  which  a kuob  from  the  interopercle 
finds  place.  The  latter  character  is  subject  to  considerable  variation  in 
Genyoroye  and  may  not  be  of  generic  value.  In  Evoplites  the  parietal  crest 
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is  confluent  anteri®rly  with  the  supraoccipitai  crest,  a character  not  seen 
in  any  species  of  Xeomcenis.  Lniianns  and  Genyorogeh^iXii  not  been  exam- 
ined in  this  respect.  Species  hri^htly  colored,  chiefly  of  the  western 
Pacific;  one  within  our  limits,  (fu,  well;  OTrAzr?;?,  armed.) 

1629.  ETOPLITES  VIRIDIS  f Valenciennes). 

Head  2f ; depth  3;  eye  large,  4 in  head.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8.  Scales 
9-54-17.  Body  rather  elongate,  profile  to  nape  nearly  straight;  snout 
pointed,  in  head;  supraoccijiital  crest  low;  preorbital  moderate,  6f  in 
head;  mouth  moderate,  the  jaws  subequal,  the  maxillary  reaching  front  of 
pupil,  2f  in  head;  each  jaw  with  a narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside 
of  which  are  moderate  canines;  tongue  toothless;  vomer  with  a A-shaped 
band  of  teeth  and  wi*th  no  backward  prolongation  on  median  line.  Gill- 
rakers  short  and  slender,  10  developed ; nostrils  small,  well  separated,  the 
posterior  oblong.  Preopercle  with  a sharji,  deep  notch,  into  which  fits  a 
knob  from  the  interoi^ercle ; temporal  crest  not  confluent  with  orbital  rim, 
but  nearly  or  quite  confluent  with  supraoccipital  crest  in  front ; lower  limb 
of  preopercle  coarsely  serrate;  preopercle  strongly  serrate  above  the  notch. 
Scales  rather  small,  the  rows  above  lateral  line  very  oblique,  nowhere 
parallel  with  the  lateral  line,  7 or  8 rows  on  cheeks,  anterior  largest,  one 
row  on  interopercle;  top  of  head  scaled  as  far  forward  as  front  of  pupil; 
10  rows  of  scales  between  eye  and  suprascapula ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly. 
Dorsal  spines  low  and  strong,  the  fourth  spine  longest,  3 in  head ; soft 
dorsal  rounded,  the  longest  ray  44  in  head ; anal  moderate,  its  free  edge 
straight,  the  second  spine  longest,  2|  in  head;  pectorals  long,  14  in  head. 
Color  golden-brown  with  5 sky-blue  longitudinal  strii)es,  each  broadly  and 
sharply  margined  with  dark  blue ; the  whole  band  as  broad  anteriorly  as 
the  interspaces,  growing  narrower  behind  the  dark-blue  border,  nearly  as 
wide  on  each  side  as  the  median  pale-blue  baud;  a faint  median  blue 
streak  from  occiput  to  front  of  dorsal,  then  a band  of  3 blue  streaks, 
as  above  stated,  from  occiput  above  eye  to  ninth  dorsal  spine;  second  from 
upper  edge  of  eye  to  middle  of  soft  dorsal;  third  from  middle  of  eye  to  last 
ray  of  dorsal;  fourth  from  upjier  jaw  along  lower  edge  of  eye  to  middle  of 
base  of  caudal  peduncle,  where  it  ends  abruptly ; fifth  from  end  of  maxil- 
lary to  above  last  ray  of  anal;  fins  all  pale,  the  dorsal  partly  edged  with 
black ; no  black  lateral  spot.  Rocky  islands  of  the  eastern  Pacific ; known 
from  the  Galapagos  (Valenciennes),  Tres  Marias  (Forrer),  and  the  Revilla- 
gigedos  Islands  (Gilbert);  here  described  from  a specimen*  taken  by 
Alfonse  Forrer  at  the  Tres  Marias,  (viridis,  green,  a very  inappropriate 
name,  as  the  sjiecies  is  olive  with  blue  stripes.) 

Diacope  viridis,  Valexciexnes,  Voyage  de  la  Venus,  303,  pi.  1,  fig.  2 (very  bad),  1845, 
Galapagos  Islands. 

Genyoroge  vitidis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  180,  1859. 

Lntj anus  viridis,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  lVlus.1888,  330;  Jordan  <fc  Fesler,  1.  c.,  439. 


* Evoplites  lasmira  (from  Svatow,  Cliiua)  differs  from  EvopUtcs  viridis  in  the  following 
respects:  Bodj^  deeper  (depth  2f) ; scales  smaller  (8)  12-62-22;  the  hack  more  elevated  and 
the  ])rotile  steeper;  snout  3 in  head;  preorhital  6;  maxillary  23;  second  anal  spine  3),; 
lower  lateral  hand  wanting;  a vague  dark  lateral  blotch  present,  larger  than  eye;  hands 
less  .sharply  defined  than  in  E.  viridis,  the  pale-hlue  median  streak  in  eacli  hand  twice  as 
wide  as  tlie  dark  border,  the  whole  hand  iiarrower,  its  width  one-third  to  one-fourth  that 
of  the  golden-brown  interspaces;  no  median  dor.sal  streak. 


Jordan  and  Everniann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1247 


525.  NEOMiENIS,  Girard. 

(Snappers.) 

Neomcenis,  Girard,  U.  S.  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  Zool.,  Fishes,  18,  1859  (emarginatus = 
griseus). 

Raizero,  Jordan  & Fesler,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1889  (1893),  438  (aratus). 

Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  back  somewhat  elevated;  head  long, 
naked  above,  except  for  a broad  oblique  band  of  scales  at  the  nape;  nos- 
trils normally  close  together,  neither  with  a tube;  mouth  large,  the  jaws 
with  bands  of  villiform  teeth,  besides  which  is  usually  an  outer  series  of 
larger  teeth  in  each  jaw,  and  2 to  4 stronger  teeth  or  canines  in  front  of 
upper  jaw;  vomer  with  villiform  teeth;  villiform  teeth  on  the  palatines; 
usually  one  or  more  patches  of  teeth  on  the  tongue  in  the  adult;  no  molar 
teeth;  no  teeth  on  pterygoids;  preopercle  without  notch  or  with  a shallow 
emargination ; posterior  limb  of  preopercle  finely  serrate;  gill  rakers 
rather  few,  shortish;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  scaly  at  base;  dorsal 
spines  10  (rarely  11),  continuous  with  the  soft  rays;  caudal  lunate  or 
forked ; anal  rays  7 to  9.  Interorbital  area  not  fiat  nor  separated  from  the 
occipital  region,  the  median  and  lati'ral  crests  procurreut  on  it,  and  the 
frontal  narrowed  forward;  fronto-occipital  crest  ceasing  anteriorly  far 
from  front  of  frontal,  usually  behind  eye;  prefrontal  with  posterior  areas 
impi’essed,  long  and  cribriform;  parietal  crest  not  conlluent  with  orbital 
rim,  but  nearly  or  quite  joined  anteriorly  to  fronto-occipital  crest  (in 
species  examined) ; prefrontals  with  the  articular  facets  arising  from 
diverging  V-shaped  ridges;  basisphenoid  with  an  anterior  lobiform 
extension.  Vertebrae  10  -f-  14  = 24.  We  venture  to  separate  the  American 
I’argos  or  Snappers  from  the  Old  World  genus  Lutianus  on  the  following- 
characters,  distinctive  so  far  as  known : Parietal  crest  usually  conlluent 
anteriorly  with  the  orbital  rim,  never  joined  anteriorly  to  the  fronto- 
occipital  crest;  top  of  head  naked;  a more  or  less  isolated  band  of  scales 
extending  obliquely  on  each  side  of  nape;  notch  on  preoiiercle  for  the 
reception  of  knob  of  interopercle  shallow  and  broad,  sometimes  obsolete, 
otherwise  essentially  as  in  Lutianus.*  Species  very  numerous,  chiefly 

* Tlie  true  relations  of  Neomcenis,  Lutiamis,  Genyorogc,  Fvoj^lites,  and  Proarnblys  are 
yet  to  be  determined.  It  seems  to  ns  that  none  of  onr  species  is  congeneric  with  Lutianus 
lutianus,  tlie  ty])e  of  Lxttianus,  while  Evccplites  diliers  materially  from  the  tyi)e  of  Genyo- 
roge.  A full  study  of  the  skeletons  must,  however,  he  made  before  these  genera  can  be 
placed  on  a sound  basis.  The  following  is  the  synonymy  of  the  Asiatic  groups : 

LUTIANUS,  Bloch. 

Lutianus,  Beoch,  Ichthyologia,  iv,  107,  1790  (lutianus)  -,  the  name  first  spelled  Lutiamts, 
but  later  changed,  on  the  i)late8  and  elsewhere,  to  Lutjanus.  It  is  from  Ikan  hitjang, 
the  Malayan  name  of  Lutianus  lutianus. 

Me.soprion,  CuviER  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ll,  441, 1828  (lutianus,  etc.). 

'/  liypoplites,  GiLL,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  236  (retrospinis). 

GENYOROGE,  Cantor. 

Diacope,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  410, 1828  (seboi) ; name  preoccupied 
in  Lepidoptera. 

Genyoroge,  Cantor,  Malayan  Fishes,  12, 1850  (sebce) ; substitute  for  Diacope. 

PROAMBLYS,  Gill. 

Proarnblys,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  236  (nigra  = macolor). 

Maeolor,  Bleeker,  Poiss.  Amboina,  Nederl.  Tidskr.  Dierk.,  277, 1867  (macolor). 
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American  and  African;  active,  predatory  fishes  highly  valued  as  food, 
(yfo?,  new;  Mcmis,  a genus  remotely  related  and  not  resembling  the 
present  one.) 

Ne  OMANIS  : 

I.  Dorsal  spines  10  in  American  species ; rows  of  scales  above  lateral  line  5 to  10  in 
number. 

A.  Vomerine  patch  of  teeth  diamond-shaped;  scales  large,  those  above  the  lateral 
line  fully  parallel  with  it;  dorsal  rays  X,  14;  canines  small;  gill  rakers 
about  7,  Color  dark  purplish-olive,  scales  with  silvery  spots. 

JORDANI,  1630. 

AA.  Vomerine  patch  of  teeth  /^-shaped,  or  A-shaped,  not  diamond-shaped. 

a.  Soft  dorsal  normally  with  14  rays,  rarely  with  13.  • 

b.  Anal  fin  rounded,  its  middle  rays  less  than  half  length  of  head;  no 
black  lateral  spot. 

c.  Developed  gill  rakers  7 to  9,  usually  with  few  rudiments,  if 
any;  preorhital  deep;  caudal  lunate.  Shallow- water  spe- 
cies, olivaceous  in  color,  more  or  less  marked  by  cross-hands 
when  young,  often  with  a blue  streak  along  the  preorhital. 

d.  Vomerine  teeth  forming  a A-  or /^-shaped  patch,  the  back- 
ward prolongation  on  median  line  very  short  or  want- 
ing ; scales  above  lateral  line  in  oblique  series,  which 
are  not  throughout  parallel  with  it;  body  compara- 
tively elongate,  the  depth  3 to  3^ in  length;  upper  and 
lower  canines  very  strong,  lower  considerably  s+ronger 
than  in  other  species;  mouth  very  large ; vertical  fins 
dusky;  size  very  large. 

e.  Maxillary  in  head;  preorhital  5^  in  head ; maxillary 
reaching  nearly  or  quite  to  middle  of  eye,  2^  to  2§ 
in  head;  base  of  pectoral  dusky;  head  2|  in 
length;  depth  3f.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales 
6-48-13.  NOVEMFASCIATUS,  1631. 

ee.  Maxillary  2f  in  head ; preorbital  4|  in  head ; maxil- 
lary reaching  past  middle  of  eye,  about  2J  in 
head ; usually  a black  spot  or  shade  at  base  of 
pectoral;  head  2|;  depth  3;  D. X,  14;  A. Ill,  8; 
scales  7-50-12.  cyanopterus,  1632. 

dd.  Vomerine  teeth  forming  an  anchor-shaped  patch,  with  a 
distinct  backward  prolongation  on  the  median  line; 
second  anal  spine  little,  if  any,  shorter  than  third; 
upper  canines  strong,  lower  moderate  or  small. 

/.  Scales  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  series  which  are 
not  throughout  parallel  with  lateral  line,  being 
oblique  and  irregular,  at  least  below  the  second 
dorsal. 

g.  Body  comparatively  elongate,  the  depth  2|  to  3 
in  length;  snout  rather  pointed;  mouth 
large,  maxillary  2^  in  head;  scales  7 in  an 
oblique  series  between  dorsal  and  lateral 
line;  pectoral  short,  not  f length  of  head; 
soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  blackish,  tinged 
with  wine  color,  alwaj^s  becoming  dusky  in 
spirits;  body  dark  greenish,  more  or  less 
reddish  below ; blue  streak  on  preorbital  dis- 
appearing early;  specimens  from  deepwater 
with  more  or  less  red.  Head  2|;  depth  2^. 
D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  7-50-12. 

GRISEUS,  1633. 
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gg.  I5o(ly  comparatively  deep,  depth  about  2^  in 
length;  snout  long  and  pointed;  mouth 
rather  small,  maxillary  ahoiit  3 in  head; 
pectorals  long,  more  than  f length  of  head ; 
soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  orange  or  yel- 
low, becoming  pale  in  spirits. 
h.  Scales  moderate,  about  nine  in  an  oblique 
series  from  first  dorsal  to  lateral  line, 
about  55  vertical  series  above  lateral 
line  between  gill  opening  and  base  of 
caudal ; lateral  line  with  more  than  45 
pores;  a whitish  area  below  eye;  blue 
streak  along  suborbital  region  usually 
not  disappearing  with  age;  head  2i; 
depth  2^.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales 
8-56-15.  JOCU,  1634. 

hh.  Scales  unusually  large,  5 or  6 in  an  oblique 
series  from  first  dorsal  to  lateral  line, 
al)Out  45  vertical  series  above  lateral 
line  between  gill  opening  and  base  of 
caudal;  lateral  line  with  less  than  40 
pores ; blue  streak  on  suborbital  region 
not  permanent;  head  2§;  depth  2^.  1). 
X.  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  6-44-13. 

APODUS,  1635. 

tf.  Scales  above  lateral  line  in  horizontal  aeries  which 
are  throughout  more  or  less  distinctly  parallel 
with  the  lateral  line  : snout  long  and  pointed,  3 
in  head;  pectoral  fin  long,  IJ  in  head;  color 
brownish-red  with  faint  silvery  streaks  along 
rows  of  scales  on  sides,  a pale-blue  streak  along 
suborbital  and  preorbital ; fins  yellow.  Head  2^ ;’ 
depth  2g;  I).  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  5-45-12. 

AEGENTIVENTRIS,  1636. 
cc.  r)ovelop(Hl  gill  rakers  more  numerous,  about  10,  with  several 
rudiments  before  them  (in  A.  buccanella;  not  examined  in 
A.  lutjanoides) . 

t.  Caudal  deeply  forked;  mouth  small,  maxillary  reaching 

imsterior  nostril;  preopercle  slightly  notched,  little 
serrate;  canines  strong;  tongue  with  teeth;  soft  dor- 
sal and  anal  rounded;  pectoral  pointed,  in  total 
length.  Color  brownish-green,  with  6 brown  cross- 
bands;  a broad  greenish  stripe  from  opercle  to  base  of 
caudal.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8.  (Hybrid,  probably  of 
chrysurus  -\-jocu.)  LUTJANOIDES,  1637. 

u.  Caudal  moderately  forked;  mouth  large,  maxillary  reach- 

ing anterior  edge  of  eye,  2|  in  head;  preopercle  ser- 
rate, the  seme  strong  on  angle;  canines  medium; 
vomerine  teeth  in  an  anchor  shaped  patch;  eye 
large;  the  base  and  axil  of  pectoral  with  a jet-black 
blotch ; scales  moderate,  about  8 oblique  series  from 
the  lateral  line  to  the  first  dorsal  spine,  about  63  ver- 
tical rows  above  lateral  line;  second  anal  spine  long, 
about  2f  in  head.  Color  crimson;  caudal  peduncle 
and  caudal  fin  largely  yellow ; iris  orange-red;  no  lat. 
eral  blotch.  Head  2^;  depth  2|;  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8; 
scales  8-63-15.  BUCCANELLA,  1638, 
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bb.  Anal  fin  angnlated,  its  median  raj^s  produced,  the  longest  in  adult 
at  least  half  head;  body  rather  robust;  upper  canines  rather 
long ; loTver  small.  Color  more  or  less  red,  the  young  Avith  a 
black  lateral  blotch. 

j.  Scales  above  the  lateral  line  arranged  in  series  Avhich  are  not 
throughout  parallel  Avith  it;  side  Avith  a black  blotch, 
Avhich  usually  disappeai’s  Avithage;  anal  fin  bright  red. 
k.  Teeth  on  A-omer  in  an  anchor-shaped  patch,  Avith  a median 
backAvard  jirolongation ; lingual  teeth  Avell  deA^eloped ; 
snout  rather  pointed;  maxillary  reaching  edge  of 
pupil,  2h  in  head ; caudal  edged  Avith  black, 
f.  Iris  golden-yelloAv  in  life.  Scales  rather  small, 

" 9-52-10,  about  50  pores  in  the  lateral  line ; body 
rather  slender,  the  depth  2^  in  length;  second 
anal  spine  about  in  head;  gill  rakers  9 beloAv 
angle;  eye  large,  4|  in  head  in  adult;  preorbital 
5|  in  head.  Head  2f  in  length ; D.  X,  14 ; A,  III,  9. 
Color  bright  rose-red,  Avith  golden  streaks. 

VIVANUS,  1639. 

ll.  Iris  rose-red.  Scales  rather  large,  8-46-14 ; body 
robust,  the  depth  2|  in  length ; second  anal  spine 
about  4 in  head ; gill  rakers  about  8 beloAV  angle ; 
eye  moderate,  5J  to  6 in  head  in  adult ; preorbital 
5.  Head  2§;  D.  X,  14  ; A.  Ill,  9.  Color  rose-red, 
nearly  uniform ; size  large.  ata,  1640. 

kk.  Teeth  in  vomer  in  a A-shaped  patch,  Avithout  distinct 
prolongation  on  the  median  line;  lingual  teeth  very 
feAV  or  none ; snout  rather  pointed ; maxillary  reach- 
ing edge  of  eye,  2f  in  head;  scales  rather  small, 
about  50  pores  in  lateral  line.  Color,  greenish  above, 
rosybeloAV;  a small  but  distinct  lateral  blotch;  young 
Arith  oblique  blue  streaks  above;  fins  mostly  brick- 
red,  especially  the  anal;  a pearly  streak  beloAv 
eye.  Head  2|;  depth  2f ; D.  X,  14;  A,  III,  8;  scales 
10-67-17.  ANALis,  1641. 

jj.  Scales  aboA'e  the  lateral  line  arranged  in  series  Avhich  are 
more  or  less  distinctly  parallel  throughout  AA'ith  the  lat- 
eral line ; no  black  lateral  blotch ; scales  rather  large,  5 or  6 
betAveen  first  dorsal  spine  and  lateral  line ; lateral  line 
Avith  47  pores ; vomerine  teeth  in  a A-sbaped  patch ; lin- 
gual teeth  Avell  developed;  maxillary  i-eaching  front  of 
pupil,  2|  in  head.  Color  red,  dusky  aboA^e ; a blue  streak 
on  suborbital;  anal  and  ventral  fins  dusky.  Head  2|; 
depth  3;  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  5-47-11. 

COLORADO.  1642. 

aa . Soft  dorsal  Av^ith  12  rays  (rarely  13) ; body  oblong,  the  back  not  greatly 
elevated ; upper  canines  moderate,  loAver  small  or  obsolete ; scales 
above  lateral  line  in  very  oblique  series  ; anal  fin  Ioav,  its  outline 
rounded. 

m.  Mouth  moderate;  maxillary  2f  to  2|  in  head. 

n.  Caudal  not  deeply  forked;  gill  rakers  rather  feAV  (8  or  9 be- 
sides rudiments) . 

0.  Pectoral  short,  If  in  head;  teeth  on  vomer  in  an  anchor- 
shaped patch.  Color  oliA’aceous,  no  black  lateral 
blotch;  ioAver  jaw  included.  Head  2J;  depth  3;  D. 
X,  12;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  8-51-  X.  (Hybrid,  griseiis  -f- 
synagris?)  brachtpterus,  1643. 
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00.  Pectoral  long,  more  than  two-thirds  length  of  head; 
color  chiefly  red ; a large  black  lateral  blotch;  lower 
jaw  slightlj'  projecting. 

•p.  Vomerine  teeth  in  an  anchor-shaped  patch,  with  a 
distinct  backward  prolongation  on  median  line. 
Color  red ; back  and  sides  with  rows  of  dark 
bluish-gray  spots  following  the  series  of  scales ; 
similar  spots  on  sides  of  head;  fins  reddish. 
Head  2J;  depth  2|;  D.  X,  12;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales 
7-53-15.  GUTTATUS,  1644. 

pp.  Vomerine  teeth  in  a A-  or  A-sli^POfl  patch,  the 
prolongation  on  median  line  very  short  or 
wanting.  Color  rosy  greenish  above,  sides  of 
head  and  body  with  numerous  longitudinal 
stripes  of  golden  yellow;  soft  dorsal  and 
caudal  red;  lower  fins  yellow.  Head  2§; 
depth  2|;  D,  X,  12;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  8-60-15. 

SYNAGRIS,  1645. 

nn.  Caudal  deeply  forked;  the  gill  rakers  rather  numerous, 
about  10  on  lower  part  of  the  anterior  arch;  teeth  on 
vomer  in  an  anchor-shaped  patch ; body  rather  elongate, 
compressed;  lower  jaw  projecting  or  not;  eyes  small; 
scales  small;  the  lateral  line  with  about  50  pores;  anal 
spines  graduated.  Color  reddish,  with  horizontal  yellow 
streaks ; no  black  lateral  blotch.  Head  3;  depth  3 ;D. 
X,  13;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  9-53-15.  (Hybrid,  isynagri8-\- 
chrysuTus?)  AMBIGUUS,  1646. 

mm.  Mouth  large;  maxillary  2g  in  head;  teeth  on  vomer  in  an  anchor- 
shaped patch;  lower  jaw  strongly  projecting;  body  rather 
elongate,  strongly  compressed:  eye  very  large,  red;  scales 
rather  small,  the  lateral  line  with  about  50  pores;  caudal 
little  forked ; second  and  third  anal  spines  subequal.  Color 
dark  brown;  pale  below,  flushed  with  red;  fins  mostly  red; 
a large  black  lateral  blotch.  Head2i;  depth  24;  I).  X,  12; 
A.  Ill,  8;  scales  9-62-14.  MAHOGONI,  1647. 

Raizero:* 

II.  Dorsal  spines  11 ; scales  large,  those  above  lateral  line  in  4 or  5 series,  fully  parallel 
with  lateral  line. 

q.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  low ; vomerine  teeth  in  a A-shaped patch;  teeth  on  tongue;  gill 
rakers  few.  Color  dark,  olive-reddish  below;  distinct  silvery  streaks  along 
rows  of  scales ; young  with  silvery  bars ; lower  fins  dusky.  Head  3 ; depth  3^ ; 
D.  XI,  12;  A.  Ill,  7 ; scales  4J-45-12.  ABATUS,  1648. 


Subgenus  NEOMiENIS. 

1630.  NEOM.EMS  JORDAM,  Gilbert. 

Head  2|  to  3 in  length ; dejtth  2?  to  2|;  eye  4|  in  head.  D.  X,  14 ; A.  ITT, 
9;  scales  54  above  lateral,  line,  43  to  47  oblique  series  running  downward 
and  backward.  Body  deep,  with  regular  curves,  the  two  profiles  nearly 
equal.  Snout  short,  with  rapidly  rising  upper  profile,  3i  to  3|  in  head. 
Eye  large,  much  greater  than  the  width  of  the  ])reorbital  at  the  middle  of 
its  length,  where  it  is  i length  of  head.  Maxillary  reaching  slightly 
beyond  front  of  pupil,  its  length  equaling  that  of  snout  and  half  eye,  2| 

* Spanish  name  of  Neomcenis  aratus,  from  raiz,  root;  “place  of  roots,”  the  species 
living  among  the  roots  of  the  mangroves. 
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in  head.  Mandibular  teeth  in  a villiforiii  band  which  is  of  moderate  width 
anteriorly  and  tapers  rapidly  on  sides ; an  outer  series  of  distantly  placed 
moderate  canines;  teeth  in  premaxillaries  similar  to  those  below,  the 
canines  small,  a pair  on  each  side  enlarged,  but  small  for  this  genus ; vomer- 
ine teeth  in  a diamond-shaped  patch,  the  sides  subequal,  concave;  pre- 
ocular  margin  with  a rather  deep  emarginatiou  above  the  angle;  above  the 
emargination  the  edge  is  very  minutely  and  finely  serrulate,  at  the  angle 
provided  with  a few  short  slender  rather  distant  spines.  Gill  rakers  strong, 
those  above  angle  all  short,  the  one  at  angle  abruptly  lengthened,  about 
half  diameter  of  eye;  seven  developed  on  horizontal  limb  of  arch.  Pos- 
terior nostril  elliptical.  Five  or  six  series  of  scales  on  cheeks,  the  band 
running  upward  to  level  of  upper  margin  of  orbit;  a single  narrow  baud 
of  scales  on  occiput,  separated  by  a naked  space  from  those  on  nape ; toj) 
of  head,  snout,  mandible,  preopercle,  maxillar}',  and  anterior  half  of  inter- 
opercle  naked;  scales  above  lateral  line  in  series  parallel  with  the  lateral 
line ; scales  on  the  breast  not  much  reduced,  as  large  as  those  on  opercle ; 
basal  portions  of  dorsal  and  anal  densely  scaled,  the  scales  forming  a sheath 
at  base;  basal  f of  caudal  densely  scaled.  Dorsal  spines  heav^^,  not  flex- 
ible, the  longest  2^  in  head ; second  and  third  anal  spines  about  equal,  half 
the  length  of  snout  and  eye ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  low,  rounded,  the  longest 
ray  (measured  from  free  edge  of  sheath)  about  \ head;  caudal  lunate,  the 
middle  rays  f the  outer.  If  in  head;  pectorals  very  long,  nearly  reaching 
vertical  from  vent.  If  in  head;  ventrals  If  in  head.  Color,  back  and  top 
of  head  deep  olive;  lower  half  of  sides  and  below  dark  reddish-purple; 
many  of  the  scales  on  sides  with  a silvery  spot  near  the  margin,  producing 
faint  lengthwise  stripes;  flus  reddish-purple,  the  basal  portion  of  soft 
dorsal  and  caudal  tinged  with  olive;  iris  silvery,  with  inner  and  outer 
orange  circle;  no  blue  lines  on  the  head;  inner  lining  of  gill  membranes 
and  the  shoulder  girdle  largely  orange-red ; pectoral  fins  orange-brown.  Of 
rare  occurrence  at  Panama,  but  occasionally  taken  in  considerable  num- 
bers. It  is  a small  species,  reaching  a length  of  about  17  inches.  A strongly 
marked  species,  quite  unlike  any  other.  (Named  for  David  Starr  Jordan.) 

Xeomcenis  jordani,  Gilbert,  Fishes  of  Panama,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1897,  Panama. 

(Coll.  Gilbert.  Type,  No.  11988,  L.  S.  Jr.  Fniv.  Mus.) 

1631.  >'E01LEMS  XOTEMFASCIATUS  (Gill). 

(Pargo  Prieto  ; Pargo  Marexo;  Pargo  Negro.) 

Head  2f ; depth  3 ; eye  5f  to  If  in  head.  D.  X,  14 ; A.  Ill,  8,  rarely  III,  7 ; 
maxillary  2f;  preorbital  5f;  scales  6-48-13.  Body  comparatively  elon- 
gate, the  back  little  elevated;  profile  very  gently  curved  ; snout  long  and 
pointed,  f length  of  head ; eye  small,  less  than  breadth  of  the  wide  pre- 
orbital; maxillary"  barely  reaching  to  opposite  front  of  orbit,  its  length 
2f  in  head;  each  jaw  with  a very  narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside 
of  which  is  a single  series  of  larger  teeth,  those  in  sides  of  ujiper  jaw 
small,  2 in  front,  however,  developed  as  large  fanglike  canines,  larger 
than  usual  in  this  genus,  their  length  about  equal  to  the  diameter  of  the 
pupil ; a pair  of  smaller  canines  near  the  middle  of  the  upper  jaw,  between 
the  large  ones;  conical  teeth  of  lower  jaw  distant,  caninelike,  6 to  8 in 
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number  on  each  side,  larger  than  in  any  of  our  other  species  of  Neomamis, 
much  larger  than  those  on  sides  of  upper  jaw;  teeth  on  tongue  in  a large 
oval  patch,  in  front  of  which  are  two  smaller  patches;  teeth  on  vomer 
forming  a crescent-shaped  patch,  without  backward  prolongation  on  the 
median  line.  Gill  rakers  few,  not  very  large,  distant,  about  1 -j-  7.  Preop- 
ercle  with  its  posterior  margin  extending  very  obliquely  forward,  the  angle 
therefore  very  obtusely  rounded;  a broad  shallow  notch  above  the  angle, 
the  margin  above  the  notch  convex,  its  edge  minutely  serrulate ; a few 
coarser  teeth  at  the  angle;  lower  border  mostly  smooth.  In  the  adult  the 
whole  margin  of  the  preopercle  is  without  serrations ; suprascapular  ser- 
rate. Posterior  nostril  nearly  round;  a single  narrow  baud  of  scales 
extending  downward  and  backAvard  from  occiiAut.  Dorsal  spines  rather 
long,  Avith  sharp  flexible  tips,  the  fourth  the  longest,  but  shorter  than  the 
snout,  in  head ; anal  spines  short  and  strong,  much  stronger  than  dorsal 
spines,  the  second  and  third  of  nearly  equal  length,  the  second  somewhat 
strongest,  not  much  longer  than  diameter  of  the  orbit,  4f  in  head ; soft  rays 
of  anal  low,  3^  in  head;  caudal  fin  emargiuate.  If  in  head  ; pectorals  much 
longer  than  ventrals,  extending  slightly  beyond  them,  their  length  If  in 
head.  Scales  moderate,  firm,  present  on  cheek,  opercle,  subopercle,  and  in  a 
single  series  on  interopercle ; scales  above  lateral  line  forming  very  oblique 
series  running  upward  and  backAvard,  not  parallel  with  the  lateral  line; 
scales  on  breast  not  very  small,  smaller  than  those  on  opercle ; basal  por- 
tions of  A'ertical  fins  scaly.  Coloration:  Pack  and  sides  A'ery  dark  oliA^e- 
broAVU,  the  back  with  a slaty  tinge,  the  sides  often  with  some  faint  pur- 
plish; sides  paler  below;  the  belly  and  lower  parts  of  head  Avhite;  A^ery 
old  specimens  largely  coppery  red,  nearly  uniform,  darker  above;  each 
scale  on  the  dorsal  region  Avith  the  basal  half  dark;  head  colored  like  the 
body;  maxillaiy  brownish,  no  bluish  streak  on  preorbital;  A^ertical  fins 
dark  brownish ; the  sjAinous  dorsal  olive-brown  Avith  a narrow  dark  streak 
at  base  and  tip ; anal  with  the  n^rgin  of  its  first  three  rays  Avhite ; pectorals 
olivaceous  brown;  ventrals  dark  broAAmish,  becoming  reddish  at  base; 
iuside  of  mouth  reddish-yellow.  Young  Avith  the  margin  of  spinous  dorsal 
and  most  of  anal  black;  young  Avith  9 dark  crossbands;  varies  much 
with  age.  Generally  common;  kuoAvn  from  Pacific  coast  of  tropical 
America;  Cape  San  Lucas;  Guaymas;  Mazatlau;  PuutaAreuas;  San  Bias; 
Panama.  A large  species,  A'alued  as  food;  closely  allied  toX.  cijanopterus; 
reaching  a weight  of  20  pounds,  {novein,  nine;  fasciatus,  banded,  a char- 
acter seen  only  in  the  A'ery  young.) 

Liitjanus  novern/asciahis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  251,  Cape  San  Lucas  (very 
young);  JOKDAN&.  Savain,  (.  c.,  443;  Ea'KKMANN  AJenkixs,  Proc.  U.S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891, 
146;  Jordan  A Fesler,  1.  c.,  440. 

Mesoprion  pacificus,  Bocourt,  Ann.  Sci.  Nat.  Paris  1868,  223,  Tauesco,  Pacific  coast  of 
Guatemala. 

Lutjamis  prieto,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  353,  Mazatlan.  (Tj'pe, 
No.  28196.) 

Liitjanus  pacificus,  Vaillant  & Bocourt,  Mission  Scientitique  auMexique,  123,  pi.  in,  fig. 
2, 1881. 

Lutianus  novemfasciatus,  Jordan,  Fishes  Sinaloa,  454. 

Note. — The  folloAving  description  is  from  an  adult  example,  30  inches  long,  the  so-called 
Pargo  marouo  or  Maroon  snapper,  from  Mazatlan:  Head  3;  depth  3 (3^  in  young).  D.  X, 
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14;  A.  HI,  18;  scales  6 (4)-50-13;  eye  6i  in  lieacl;  snout  2J;  maxillary  2|;  pectoral  IJ; 
A'entral  2;  anal  3;  third  anal  spine  5|;  caudal  1|;  preorbital  3|  (4^  in  smaller  specimens  20 
inches  long;  5 .in  those  of  1 foot  long).  Body  very  robust,  not  much  compressed,  the 
back  not  sharp.  Head  Amry  large;  the  moutli  A’ery  large,  reaching  middle  of  ej-e.  Canines 
A'ery  strong,  in  front  of  jaw  and  on  sides  of  loArer;  A’omerine  teeth  in  a V-shaped  patch, 
not  i)rolonged  behind.  Gill  rakers  7,  rery  small,  the  longest  less  than  pnpil.  Posterior 
nostril  oblong,  much  longer  than  anterior.  Preopercle  slightly  notched;  7 or  8 rows  of 
scales  on  cheek.  Dorsal  deeply  notched,  rather  low ; soft  dorsal  low  and  rounded ; anal 
low  and  rounded;  pectoral  long  and  pointed ; caudal  short,  scarcely  concave;  anal  spines 
short,  graduated.  Scales  above  lateral  line  not  in  a parallel  series.  Maroon  color  aboA-e, 
copper-red  beloAA',  becoming  salmon  color  anteriorly;  fins  blackish,  tinged  with  maroon ; 
pectoral  dull  yellow  olive,  blackish  at  tip ; a blac  kish  cross  spot  on  base  of  pectoral,  growing 
faint  with  age.  Inside  of  the  mouth  salmon ; ventral  quite  dark,  the  tips  black ; iris  salmon 
color ; no  blue  spots  or  line  below  eye.  Young  with  spinoiis  dorsal  edged  with  black ; anal 
and  caudal  black ; ventrals  black  tipped ; a blackcrescent  on  upper  part  of  base  of  pectoral. 
Young  1 foot  long,  black  with  progressivelj”  less  red  and  narroAV  preorbital ; color  largely 
blackish,  tinged  with  coj)per  on  belly  and  lower  parts.  Theyoxmgare  called  Pargo  negro; 
the  half-grown,  Pargo  prieto;  the  adult,  Pargo  mareuo,  or  Maroon  snapper.  This  species 
reaches  a much  larger  size  than  any  other  member  of  the  genus  on  the  Pacific  coast,  those 
specimens  obtained  by  us  with  dynamite  among  the  Yenados  Islands  haA  ing  a weight  of 
about  25  pounds.  It  is  a food-fish  of  some  importance.  It  undergoes  Amry  considerable 
changes  Avith  age,  as  the  notes  aboA'e  shoAV.  The  young  are  dark  in  color,  the  bodies 
banded,  and  the  amount  of  red  A-ery  slight.  The  adult  becomes  uniformly  colored  Avith 
much  red,  and  with  increased  age  there  is  a progressive  lengthening  of  the  snout  and 
AA'idening  of  the  preorbital. 


1632.  P>E03I.E>TS  CYAXOPTERUS  * (CuAuer  <fc  Valenciennes). 

(CUBERA.) 

Head.2|;  depth  3;  eye  rather  small,  5f  in  head.  D.X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales 
(6)  7-50-12;  50  pores.  Body  elongate,  rather  robust,  the  hack  little  ele- 
vated ; profile  from  snout  to  nape  nearly  straight ; snout  long,  thick,  rather 
acute  in  profile,  3 in  head;  iuterorhital  space  flatfish  or  gently  convex,  6^ 
luhead;  occipital  keel  low;  preorhital  bro^d,  4f  in  head;  mouth  Aery  large; 
maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye,  2^  in  head.  Canine  teeth  larger  than  in 
any  other  species,  especially  those  in  loAver  jaAv;  upper  jaw  Avith  a narrow 
hand  of  Aulliform  teeth,  outside  of  Avhich  is  a series  of  strong  sharp  teeth; 
4 canines  in  front,  2 of  them  Amry  long  and  strong,  their  lengths  f diam- 
eter of  eye;  lower  jaw  with  5 or  6 verj^  strong  caninelike  teeth  on  each 
side,  the  largest  little  smaller  than  the  canines  of  upper  jaw;  a few 
Aulliform  teeth  in  front  of  jaw;  tongue  with  a large  ohlanceolate  patch  of 
teeth,  pointed  behind,  its  length  about  twice  its  greatest  width;  vomer 

* This  species  i.s  common  in  the  markets  of  Havana,  where  it  is  known  as  Cubera.  It 
grows  to  a very  considerable  size,  and  specimens  of  less  than  5 pounds  Aveight  are  very 
rare  in  the  markets.  A specimen  from  Carthagena,  United  States  of  Colombia,  is  in  the 
museum  at  Cambridge.  The  species  seems  to  have  an  indifl'erent  reputation  as  a food- 
fish,  being  often  unwholesome.  It  has  always  a ragged  appearance  in  the  market,  its 
scales  being  less  firmly  attached  than  those  of  other  species.  This  species  is  very  closely 
related  to  V.  yriseus,  but  so  far  as  we  haA'e  seen  the  two  may  always  be  distinguished  by 
the  ditference  in  form  of  the  A’omerine  patch  of  teeth  anil  by  the  development  of  the 
canines  of  the  lower  jaw.  These  are  larger  in  X.  cyanoptenis  than  in  any  other  American 
species.  This  species  is  almost  identical  with  X.  novein/asciatus  of  the  Pacific  coast,  the 
somewhat  larger  mouth  being  the  most  marked  point  of  ditference.  The  dusky  area  or 
spot  at  base  of  jiectoral  is  moi-e  distinct  in  the  Atlantic  form.  L.  dentatus  of  Dumeriland 
Sl.cyanoj>terus  of  CuA'ier  and  Valenciennes  are  identical  with  i.  cu&era,  Poey.  This  is 
shoAA-n  by  the  examination  of  the  original  types.  21.pargus,  Cuvier  and  Valenciennes,  is 
probably  the  same. 
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witli  a A-sliapecl  patcli  of  teeth,  usually  Avithout  backward  prolongation 
on  median  line,  hut  sometimes  with  a short  median  prolongation  (X^\- 
shaped),  its  length  always  less  than  the  width  of  the  patch  in  front; 
pterygoid  and  hyoid  hones  without  teeth.  Gill  rakers  rather  short  and 
thick,  about  i length  of  diameter  of  eye,  about  8 on  lower  arch;  no  rudi- 
ments. I’reopercle  with  posterior  margin  nearly  vertical,  the  emargina- 
tion  broad  and  shallow;  preoi^ercle  finely  serrate  above  the  teeth,  coarser 
just  above  the  angle;  lower  limb  almost  entire.  Scales  rather  large, 
loosely  attached ; cheeks  with  about  8 rows,  1 row  on  interopercle,  1 row 
on  sul)Oj)ercle,  and  about  7 on  opercle;  temporal  region  with  about  two 
rows  of  large  scales;  tubes  of  lateral  line  simple;  base  of  soft  dorsal 
and  anal  scaly.  Dorsal  spines  rather  strong,  the  outline  of  the  fin  gently 
convex,  the  fourth  spine  longest,  3|  in  head;  the  tenth  spine,  6 in  head; 
anal  spines  strong,  the  second  spine  stronger,  slightly  shorter  than  third, 
which  is  5 in  head;  caudal  little  forked;  pectorals  about  If  in  head.  Color 
dusky-gray,  paler  below,  the  belly  sometimes  tinged  with  reddish;  meni- 
l)ranes  of  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  grayish-black,  the  anal  and  soft  dorsal 
e8i)ecially  blackish;  ventrals  blackish  at  tip;  pectorals  plain  olivaceous, 
the  base  and  inner  margin  dusky;  head  dusky  above,  without  markings. 
Length  2 to  4 feet;  length  of  specimen  described  (from  Cuba)  174  inches. 
West  Indies  to  Brazil,  rather  common ; a large  coarse  fish  regarded  as 
unwholesome  by  fishermen,  (nvaveo'^,  blue;  Ttrepov,  fin.) 

Mesoption  cyanopterus,  CuviEU  & Valenciennes,  ITi.st.  Nat.  Poi.ss.,  il,  472,  1828,  Brazil. 

? Mesoprion  2iar(jus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  I’oi.ss.,  ii,  473, 1828,  Puerto  Rico. 
Lutjanus  cuhera,  Poey,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  Y.  1871,  75,  Cuba  ; Poet,  Enuineratio,  27, 
1875;  Jordan  Sc  Swain,  tc.,442. 

Ltitjanus  dentatus,  A.  DumIcril  in  Vaillant  <fe  Bocourt,  Miss.  Sci.  an  Mex.,  125,  1881, 
Brazil. 

Liitjanvs  cynodon,  Poey,  Synopsis,  294, 1868. 

Mesoprion  cynodon,  Poey,  Kepertorio,  ii,  268, 1868;  not  of  Cuvier  A.  Valenciennes. 
LutjanuN  cyanoptenis,  Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1886, 534  (examination  of  type) ; Jor- 
dan Sc  Fesler,  1.  c.,  440. 

1(}:{3.  XEOM.EMS  (IRISEUS  (Linmcus). 

(Gray  Snapper;  Mangrove  Snapper;  Cabellerote;  Lawyer.) 

Head  2f;  depth  2|  to  3f.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  (6)  7-50-12;  47 
2iores.  Body  comparatively  elongate,  the  back  not  strongly  compressed, 
little  elevated;  profile  almost  straight  from  snout  to  najie,  thence  gently 
convex.  Snout  rather  pointed,  3 in  liead.  Eye  rather  small,  4|  in  head. 
Interorbital  space  gently  convex.  Gin  head;  occipital  keel  little  promi- 
nent; preorbital  rather  broad,  54  to  04  in  head.  Mouth  large;  jaws  sub- 
equal; maxillary  reaching  front  of  pupil,  2f  in  head;  upper  jaw  with  a 
narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a single  series  of 
enlarged  teeth;  4 canines  in  front  of  upjier  jaw,  2 of  them  quite  large — f 
diameter  of  eye;  lower  jaw  with  a very  narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth  in 
front  of  jaw  only ; outside  of  these  a single  row  of  teeth  larger  than  outer 
teeth  of  upjmr  jaw,  becoming  caninelihe  in  adult;  tongue  Avith  an  oval 
patch  of  teeth,  its  width  about  i its  length;  vomer  with  an  arrow-shaped 
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patch  of  teeth,  with  backward  prolongation  on  the  median  line,  its  length 
about  twice  its  width  in  front.  Gill  rakers  rather  short  and  thick,  their 
length  about  ^ diameter  of  eye,  about  8 on  lower  arch,  with  no  rudimen- 
tary ones  before  them.  Preopercle  with  its  posterior  margin  nearly  verti- 
cal, with  a rather  broad  and  deep  emargination.  Preopercle  finely  serrate 
above,  the  teeth  coarser  at  the  angle.  Seales  comparatively  large,  the 
rows  in  horizontal  series  below  the  lateral  line,  those  above  running  par- 
allel with  the  lateral  line  until  below  the  soft  dorsal,  where  they  become 
slightly  irregular  and  oblique;  7 rows  of  scales  on  cheek;  an  embedded 
row  on  interopercle;  1 row  on  subopercle,  and  7 on  opercle;  temporal 
region  with  about  3 rows  of  large  scales;  top  of  head,  snout,  and  jaws 
naked ; base  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly ; tubes  of  lateral  line  branched. 
Dorsal  spines  rather  strong,  the  outline  of  the  fin  gently  convex,  the  fourth 
spine  longest,  2^  in  head,  the  tenth  spine  4 in  head ; margin  of  soft  dorsal 
rounded,  the  ninth  and  tenth  rays  longest,  length  of  first,  and  If  last 
ray,  2^  in  head ; caudal  emarginate,  the  upper  lobe  longest,  1^  length  of 
middle  rays,  which  are  If  in  head ; anal  fin  high,  its  margin  slightly  angu- 
late,  the  middle  rays  longest,  2 times  length  of  last  ray,  2-J  in  head,  first 
ray  reaching  almost  to  tip  of  last  ray,  when  the  fin  is  depressed ; second 
anal  spine  as  long  or  slightly  longer  and  stronger  than  third,  3f  to  4 in 
head ; ventrals  If  in  head ; pectorals  shortish,  scarcely  reaching  vent.  If  in 
head.  Color  in  life,  very  dark  green  above,  the  middle  part  of  each  scale 
brassy-black,  its  edge  broadly  pearly  whitish ; below  lateral  line  the  duski- 
ness of  the  middle  of  the  scale  passes  into  brassy,  and  below  into  bright 
coppery,  the  belly  and  lower  parts  of  head  being  more  or  less  distinctly 
bright  coppery-red;  the  lower  jaw  grayish;  no  blue  stripe  below  eye, 
except  in  the  very  young ; top  of  head  blackish-olive ; dorsal  blackish,  its 
margin  darker  and  tinged  with  maroon-red;  soft  dorsal  dusky,  anteriorly 
slightly  edged  with  whitish;  caudal  violaceous  or  maroon  black;  anal 
wine-color,  edged  with  whitish;  pectorals  pale  flesh-color;  ventrals  whit- 
ish, faintly  marked  with  reddish.  Young  with  a blackish  band  from  snout 
through  eye  to  nape,  very  distinct  in  life;  a blue  streak  below  eye;  spi- 
nous dorsal  with  a dark  maroon-colored  band  along  edge.  Described  from 
a specimen  from  Key  West,  11  inches  in  length.  Fishes  from  deep  water 
are  much  redder  than  those  taken  near  the  shore.  In  no  case  i^  the  caudal 
yellowish  or  of  any  pale  shade.  West  Indies;  ranging  from  New  Jersey 
to  Brazil.  This  species  is  very  comnion  along  our  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
coasts  and  occasionally  strays  northward  as  far  as  Woods  Hole,  being  the 
northernmost  in  its  range  of  any  member  of  the  genus  in  the  Atlantic.  It 
is  everywhere  generally  known  as  gray  snapper.  In  Florida  and  the 
Bahamas,  where  the  coasts  are  lined  by  mangrove  bushes  among  which 
the  young  of  this  species  abound,  the  name  mangrove  snapper  comes  into 
use.  It  inhabits  water  of  varying  depths,  large  specimens  being  often 
found  very  near  the  shore,  while  others  may  be  taken  in  waters  of  consid- 
erable depth  in  company'with  Neomcenis  aya.  These  latter  individuals  are 
much  redder  than  those  found  in  shoal  water;  their  general  color  is  paler 
and  the  body  is  a trifle  less  elongate.  Such  correspond  to  the  form  named 
Lutianus  stearnsi.  (griseus,  gray.) 
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Turdus  pinnis  branchialibus  carens  (Mangrove  snapper),  Catesby,  Hist.  Carolina,  pi.  9, 
1743,  Bahamas. 

Oaballerote,  Parra,  Descr.  Dif.  Piezas,  Hist.  Hat.,  pi.  25,  fig.  1,  1787,  Havana. 

Labrus  griseus,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Hat.,  x,  283,  1758;  after  Catesby. 

Spams  tetr acanthus,  Bloch,  Ichth.,  pi.  279,  1791,  Martinique ; on  a drawing  by 
Plumier. 

Anthias  caballerote,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  310,  1801,  Cuba ; after  Parra. 
Bodianus  vivanet,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  pi.  4,  fig.  3,  1803,  Martinique ; on  a 
drawing  by  Plumier. 

Mesoprion  griseus,  CuviER  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  li,  469, 1828,  San  Domingo ; 
not  after  Linnaeus. 

Lobotes  emarginatus,  Baird  & Girard,  9th  Smith.  Kept.,  332,  1855,  Beesley  Point,  New 
Jersey. 

Lutjanus  stearnsi,  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mns.  1878,  179,  Pensacola,  Florida. 

(Type,  Ho.  21337,  U.  S.  H.  M.  Coll.  Silas  Stearns.) 

Mesoprion  caballerote,  Poey,  Kepertorio,  ii,  157,  1868. 

Lutjanus  caballerote,  Poey,  Synopsis,  293,  1868;  Poey,  Enumeratio,  26,  1875;  Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  921,  1883. 

Lutjanus  griseus,  Jordan  & Swain,  l.e.,  439;  Jordan  ^Fesler,  i.  c.,  441. 

1634.  NEOILEXIS  JOCU  (Bloch  & Schneider). 

(Dog  SNAPPER;  JOCt.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2i.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8 ; scales  (7)  8-56-15,  45  pores. 
Body  comparatively  deep  and  compressed,  the  back  elevated ; profile  steep 
and  almost  straight  from  snout  to  nape,  thence  little  convex;  snout  rather 
long  and  pointed,  2f  in  head;  eye  moderate,  4f  in  head ; interorbital  space 
narrow,  gently  convex,  5f  in  head;  occipital  keel  moderate;  preorbital 
broad,  4^  in  head;  mouth  rather  large;  jaws  subequal;  maxillary  reach- 
ing front  of  orbit,  2f  in  head;  upper  jaw  with  a narrow  band  of  villiform 
teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a single  series  of  larger  teeth;  4 canines  in 
front  of  upper  jaw,  2 of  them  very  large,  almost  equaling  in  length  the 
diameter  of  pupil;  lower  jaw  with  a narrow  villiform  band  in  front  only, 
and  a series  of  larger  teeth  outside,  the  largest  on  the  side  of  the  jaw 
almost  caninelike;  tongue  with  a single  large  oval  patch  of  teeth,  its 
length  more  than  twice  its  width;  teeth  on  vomer  forming  a broadly 
arrow-shaped  patch  with  a backward  prolongation  on  median  line  twice 
the  length  of  width  of  anterior  part.  Gill  rakers  rather  short  and  thick, 
the  longest  about  ^ diameter  of  eye,  about  9 on  lower  part  of  arch,  with 
no  rudiments  in  front  of  them.  Preopercle  with  its  posterior  margin 
slanting  obliquely  downward  and  forward,  the  emargination  very  broad 
and  shallow;  preopercle  finely  serrate  above,  the  teeth  coarser  at  the 
angle,  which  is  not  salient.  Scales  moderate,  smaller  than  in  N.  grisexts 
or  N.  apodus,  in  nearly  horizontal  series  below,  and  obliquely  upward  and 
backward  above  the  lateral  line ; about  7 or  8 rows  of  scales  on  the  cheek ; 
1 row  on  interopercle,  1 on  subopercle,  and  7 on  opercle;  about  3 rows  of 
large  scales  on  the  temporal  region;  top  of  head,  snout,  and  jaws  naked; 
tubes  of  lateral  line  branched ; bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly ; dorsal 
spines  rather  strong,  the  outline  of  the  fin  evenly  curved,  the  fourth  and 
fifth  spines  longest,  2f  in  head ; the  tenth  spine  4 in  head ; margin  of  soft 
dorsal  convex,  the  middle  rays  longest,  2|  in  head;  caudal  little  forked; 
3030 2 
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upper  lobe  the  longer,  1|  length  of  middle  rays,  If  in  head;  margin  of 
anal  well  rounded,  the  middle  rays  about  twice  length  of  last  ray ; the 
first  ray  reaching  nearly  to  tip  of  last  ray  when  the  fin  is  depressed;  pec- 
torals slightly  falcate,  reaching  almost  to  front  of  anal,  in  head ; anal 
spines  strong,  the  second  rather  longest  and  strongest,  not  always  reach- 
ing past  tip  of  third,  3|  in  head.  Color  of  adult  in  life,  olivaceous  above, 
paler  below,  much  flushed,  so  that  the  general  hue  is  everywhere  coppery- 
red  ; sides  of  body  with  numerous  narrow  crossbars,  rather  faint,  the  light 
and  dark  of  about  equal  width,  or  the  pale  narrower;  scales  of  upper 
parts  mesiallj"  bronzed;  head  coppery,  esj^ecially  above;  a broad  whitish 
area  from  eye  to  angle  of  mouth,  becoming  rosy  in  spirits;  an  irregular 
line  of  small  round  or  oblong  spots  below  eye,  from  snout  to  angle  of 
opercle;  soft  fins  all  plain  light  brick-red,  the  anal  somewhat  orange,  the 
caudal  more  or  less  yellowish ; spinous  dorsal  with  a light  orange  band  at 
base  and  edge,  the  middle  pearly;  the  blue  stripe  below  eye  persists 
longer  than  in  any  of  the  other  species  which  possess  it.  Young,  in  life, 
greenish-olive,  the  head  and  breast  flushed  with  bright  coppery-red;  base 
of  each  scale  bright  orange-yellow,  this  color  more  extensive  than  the  dark 
ground  color,  so  that  the  general  hue  of  the  body,  especially  below  and 
posteriori}",  is  a rich  golden-yellow ; a dusky  spot  on  top  of  head ; tempo- 
ral region  with  a dusky  shade;  an  undulating  blue  stripe  below  eye  from 
snout  to  angle  of  opercle ; a similar  fainter  streak  below  it;  pectorals  pale 
red  or  light  orange;  ventrals  orange;  other  fins  rich  golden  yellow,  the 
front  of  the  anal  and  the  edge  of  the  spinous  dorsal  rich,  clear,  bright  orange. 
Described  from  a specimen  12  inches  in  length.  West  Indies,  north  to 
Florida  Keys,  south  to  Bahia;  occasionally  north  to  Woods  Hole,  Mass. 
This  species  is  about  equally  abundant  with  W apodus  about  Florida  Keys 
and  Cuba.  (From  Cuban  name  jocm'.) 

Jocii,  Parea,  Descr.  Dif.  Piezas,  Hist.  Kat.,  i,  pi.  25,  fig.  2,  1787,  Cuba. 

Anthias  jocu,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Sjst.  Icfitb.,  310,  1801,  Cuba  ; after  Parra. 

Mesoprion  litura,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  ii,  467,  1828,  Cayenne;  St. 

Thomas. 

MesopHonjocu,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  ii,  466,  1828. 

Lutjamisjocu,  Poey,  Synopsis,  2'92,  1868;  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  437;  Jordan  &.  Fesler, 

1.  c.,  443. 

1636.  HEOILEMS  APODUS  (Walbaum). 

( Schoolmaster  ; Caji. ) 

Head  21;  depth  2^.  D.  X,  14;  A.  HI,  8;  scales  (.5)  6-42  to  4.5-13,  36 
pores  in  lateral  line.  Body  comparatively  deep,  moderately  compressed, 
the  back  considerably  elevated;  profile  almost  straight  from  snout  to 
nape,  the  nuchal  region  rather  convex;  snout  unusually  long  and  pointed, 
its  outline  before  eye  a little  depressed,  its  length  24  in  head;  eye  moder- 
ate, 41  in  head;  interorbitai  space  flattish  or  gently  convex,  51  in  head; 
mouth  large,  maxillary  reaching  front  of  orbit,  2|  in  head;  upper  jaw 
with  a narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a single  series 
of  larger  teeth;  4 canines  in  front  of  upper  jaw;  1 of  them  on  each 
side  very  large,  almost  as  long  as  pupil;  lower  jaw  with  a narrow  villi- 
form band  in  front  only,  and  an  enlarged  series  outside,  these  largest  on 


Jordayi  and  Everniayin. — Fishes  of  North  Ainerica.  1259 


side  of  jaw,  where  some  of  them  are  somewhat  caninelike;  tongue  with 
a single  large  oval  patch  of  teeth,  its  length  more  than  twice  its  width ; 
teeth  on  vomer  forming  an  arrow-shaped  patch  with  backward  prolonga- 
tion on  median  line,  the  length  of  which  is  twice  the  width  of  the  arrow- 
patch  in  front.  Gill-rakers  rather  short  and  thick,  the  longest  about 
^ diameter  of  eye,  about  9 on  lower  part  of  arch.  Preopercle  with 
its  posterior  margin  directed  somewhat  obliquely  forward,  usually  very 
weakly  emarginate,  finely  serrate  above,  almost  entire  at  the  angle. 
Scales  large,  decidedly  larger  than  in  N.  jocu ; the  series  below  the  lateral 
line  almost  horizontal,  those  above  in  rows  parallel  with  the  lateral 
line,  these  becoming  more  or  less  irregular  posteriorly  and  extending 
upward  and  backward  below  soft  dorsal;  about  7 rows  of  scales  on 
the  cheeks,  1 row  on  interopercle,  1 on  subopercle,  and  7 on  opercle; 
temporal  region  with  a few  large  scales  in  about  2 rows;  base  of  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  scaly ; tubes  of  lateral  line  each  with  4 or  5 branches. 
Dorsal  spines  strong,  the  outline  of  the  fin  not  greatly  convex,  the  fourth 
spine  longest,  2f  in  head,  the  tenth  spine  4 in  head;  margin  of  soft  dorsal 
well  rounded,  the  middle  rays  longest,  twice  length  of  last,  2f  in  head; 
caudal  not  deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  longest,  14  length  of  luiddle  rays, 
which  are  2 in  head;  margin  of  anal  well  rounded,  its  middle  rays  twice 
length  of  last,  2f  iu  head,  the  first  ray  reaching  about  to  middle  of  last 
when  the  fin  is  depressed;  anal  spines  strong,  the  second  longer  than 
third,  34  in  head;  ventrals  2 iu  head;  pectorals  reacliing  to  front  of  anal, 
in  head.  Color  of  young  in  life,  greenish,  with  about  8 very  nar- 
row vertical  paler  bars  on  bo<ly;  scales  of  lower  part  of  sides  with  cen- 
tral orange  spots,  forming  faint  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales;  belly 
pearly;  head  greenish  ; a blackish  streak  from  snout  through  eye  to  nape; 
a narrow,  sharply  defined  blue  stripe  below  eye  from  snout  to  angle  of 
opercle;  no  lateral  spot;  spinous  dorsal  edged  with  orange;  ventrals, 
anal,  and  caudal  pale  orange-yellow;  pectorals  paler.  The  adult  exam- 
ples difi'er  from  the  young  in  the  vertical  bars  being  fainter  or  obsolete, 
and  in  the  absence,  usually,  of  the  blue  stripe  below  eye  and  the  dark 
stripe  on  temporal  region;  the  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  are  always 
yellow,  of  varying  intensity,  and  the  edge  of  the  spinous  dorsal  is  orange, 
not  dusky;  the  whitish  area  below  the  eye,  very  constant  in  N.jocn,  is 
wanting  in  N.  apodus.  Length  of  specimen  described  from  Key  West,  9 
inches.  West  Indies;  north  to  Key  West,  south  to  Bahia.  Straying 
north  rarely  to  Woods  Hole,  (a,  privative;  Ttovi,  foot;  Catesby  having 
neglected  to  add  pectoral  fins  to  his  rough  drawing ; caxis  is  the  plural 
of  the  Cuban  name  cq/t,  formerly  spelled  caxi.) 

? Perea  marina  pinnis  branchialibiis  carens  (Schoolmaster),  Catesby,  Hist.  Carolina,  etc., 
tab.  41,  1743,  Bahamas;  figure  very  poor,  the  jiectoral  fins  omitted. 

Caxis,  Parka,  Descr.  Dif.  Piezas,  Hist.  Nat.,  pi.  8,  fig.  2,  1787,  Havana. 

? Perea  apoda  (“Forster,  Catal.  of  Aniin.,  MS.,  21,”  1774;  printed  1844),  Walbaum,  Artedi 
Piscium,  351,  1792;  based  on  the  Schoolmaster  of  Catesby. 

Sparus  eaxis,  Bloch  A Schneider,  Ichth.,  284,  1801,  Havana;  after  Parra. 

Bodianus  striatus,  Bloch  A Schneider.  Syst.  Ichth.,  335,  pi.  65,  1801,  West  Indies;  mis- 
printed albostriatus,  p.  237 ; called  B.  faseiatus  on  plate. 

Lutjanus  aeutirostris.  Desmarest,  Prem.  Dec.  Ichth.,  12,  pi.  3,  1823,  Cuba. 
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MesoTprion  cynodon,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  ii,  465,  1828,  Martinique; 
San  Domingo. 

Mesoprion  linea,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  ii,  468,  1828,  Cuba;  San 
Domingo. 

Mesoprion  Jlavescens,  Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  ii,  472,  1828,  Martinique. 
Mesoprion  caxis,  Poey,  Hepertorio,  ii,  269,  1868. 

Lutjanus  caxis,  Poey,  Synopsis,  293,  1868 ; Poey,  Enumeratio,  25,  1875 ; J ordan  & Swain, 
1.  c.,  435;  Jordan  & Fesler,  J.  c.,443. 

1636.  NEOM^NIS  AKGEXTIVEXTRIS  (Peters). 

(Pargo  Amarillo.) 

Head2|;  depth  2f.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  5-45-12 ; 45  pores.  Body 
formed  as  in  N.  apodus,  moderately  compressed,  the  hack  considerably  ele- 
vated ; profile  straight  or  slightly  concave  from  snout  to  nape ; the  nuchal 
region  rather  convex;  snout  long  and  pointed,  anteriorly  somewhat  de- 
pressed, its  length  3 in  head;  eye  moderate,  41  in  head;  iuterorhital  space 
very  gently  convex,  its  width  61  in  head;  mouth  large,  maxillary  reach- 
ing a little  past  front  of  orliit,  its  length  3 in  head;  upper  jaw  with  two 
strong  canines  in  front,  rather  weaker  than  in  N.  apodus;  lower  jaw  with 
the  teeth  in  the  outer  series  enlarged,  some  of  the  lateral  teeth  largest, 
but  scarcely  caninelike;  teeth  on  tongue  in  a single  large,  oblong  patch; 
teeth  on  vomer  forming  an  arrow-shaped  patch,  with  a long  backward 
prolongation  on  the  median  line.  Gill  rakers  rather  few  and  short,  about 
7 on  lower  part  of  anterior  arch,  these  not  preceded  by  rudiments.  Preo- 
percle  with  its  posterior  margin  extending  downward  and  forward,  very 
weakly  emargin;.te,  finely  serrate  above,  almost  entire  at  the  angle. 
Scales  large,  much  as  in  N.  apodus,  the  series  above  the  lateral  line  almost 
horizontal,  and  throughout  parallel  with  the  lateral  line;  scales  below 
lateral  line  anteriorly  in  series  running  somewhat  upward  and  backward; 
posteriorly  in  horizontal  series;  6 rows  of  scales  on  the  cheek;  a band  of 
about  3 series  of  rather  large  scales  on  the  temporal  region ; soft  dorsal 
and  anal  scaly;  tubes  of  lateral  line  each  with  4 or  5 branches.  Dorsal 
spines  strong,  the  longest  2f  in  head;  margin  of  soft  dorsal  well  rounded, 
the  middle  rays  3 in  head;  caudal  not  deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  14 
in  head;  anal  fin  rather  high,  somewhat  rounded,  the  longest  rays  2g  in 
head;  anal  spines  strong,  the  second  stronger  and  larger  than  third,  3.7  in 
head;  ventrals  2 in  head;  pectorals  reaching  about  to  front  of  anal,  1^ 
in  head.  Color  in  spirits,  brownish  above,  paler  below;  each  scale  of  sides 
somewhat  silvery  near  its  middle,  these  forming  narrow  and  rather  dis- 
tinct dull  silvery  streaks  which  follow  the  direction  of  the  rows  of  scales; 
a bluish  horizontal  streak  below  eye,  most  distinct  in  young  examples; 
fins  pale;  back  olivaceous,  anterior  parts  Avashed  with  maroon-red,  bright 
on  sides  of  head,  becoming  more  orange  posteriorly ; posterior  half  of  body 
bright  yellow;  some  pale  streaks  on  scales;  pectorals  light  orange-red; 
other  fins  mostly  bright  yellow;  a row  of  round  blue  spots  below  eye; 
belly  silvery,  slightly  washed  with  red;  inside  of  mouth  white;  iris  white. 
The  above  description  is  from  a specimen  from  Mazatlan  11  inches  in 
length.  Length  2 feet.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  generally  com- 
mon on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico  and  Central  America.  It  bears  consid- 
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erable  resemblance  to  N.  apodus,  jocu,  and  griseus,  but  is  distinct  from  all 
these,  {argentum,  silver;  venter,  belly.) 

Mesoprion  argentiventris,  Petebs,  Berlin.  Monatsber.,  704,  1869,  Mazatlan. 

Lutjanus  argentiventris,  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  434;  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S. 

Xat.  Mus.  1891,  146;  Jordan  & Fesleb,  1.  c.,  444. 

Lntianus  argentiventris,  Jordan,  Fishes  Sinaloa,  455. 

1637.  NEOM.ENIS  LUTJAXOIDES  (Poey). 

This  species  is  known  only  from  Poey\s  description.  Its  describer  has 
suggested  the  possibility  of  its  being  a hybrid  between  Ocyurus  chrysurus 
and  Neomcenis  apodus.  The  following  is  Poey’s  original  description  : 

The  lish,  ifnot  undoubtedly  belonging  to  the  genus  Ocyurus  of  Professor  Gill,  of  which 
the  Mesoprion  chrysurus  is  the  tj’pe,  comes  nearer  to  it  than  to  any  other  genus,  by  the  bifur- 
cation of  its  caudal  deeper  than  in  Lutjanus  jocu,  caxis,  cdballerote,  etc.  The  pointed 
snout  and  the  long  canines  would  bring  it  among  these  last.  From  its  colors  the  fishermen 
are  led  to  consider  it  a hybrid  between  the  If.  chrysurus  and  theiV.  caxis.  They  often  thus 
dispose  of  a new  fish,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Ocyurus  ambiguus  and  aurovittaius.  But  as 
such  hybrids  are  rare  among  fish,  and  especially  so  among  these  genera,  it  is,  I believe, 
right  to  consider  the  present  species  as  a good  one.  The  total  length  290  millimeters,  or 
11.45  inches.  The  height  of  the  body,  equal  to  the  length  of  the  head,  is  contained  3| 
times  in  the  total  length.  The  eye  is  rather  high  up,  and  half  way  from  snout  to  tip  of 
opercle.  The  nostrils  are  on  the  middle  of  the  snout,  rather  wide  apart,  the  posterior  one 
oblong.  The  mouth  is  small,  for  the  ends  of  the  maxillaries  are  under  the  posterior  nos- 
tril. The  preopercle  is  only  slightly  notched,  finely  denticulated ; the  opercle  without  a 
spinous  point.  The  teeth  are  in  one  row,  the  canines  rather  long,  and  behind  them  there 
are  asperities;  the  palatine  arch  has  teeth  and  the  tongue  is  rough.  The  lateral  line 
has  about  55  scales,  6 rows  above  and  15  below  it;  there  are  scales  on  the  opercles  and 
temples,  the  rest  of  the  head  naked.  The  scapular  bones  show  outside.  There  are  very 
small  scales  on  the  interstitial  base  of  the  soft  rays  of  the  vertical  fin.  D.  10,  14; 
A.  3,  8.  The  posterior  borders  of  the  dorsal  and  anal  are  rounded.  The  caudal  lobes  are 
elongated,  but  less  so  than  in  the  M.  chrystirus.  The  pectoral  is  pointed,  contained  4^ 
times  in  the  total  length.  The  three  first  spiny  rays  of  the  dorsal  gradually  increase  in 
length,  the  last,  or  tenth  one,  not  longer  than  the  preceding  ones.  The  soft  rays  of  the 
dorsal  and  anal  are  all  branched  and  flattened.  The  color  is  a brownish-green,  the  abdo- 
men paler,  6 brown  bands  fall  vertically  from  back  over  the  sides;  a broad  and  inter- 
rupted stripe  of  a greenish  color  extends  from  the  upper  part  of  the  opercle  to  the  base  of 
the  caudal,  resembling  Ocyurus  chrysurus  and  aurovittaus.  I Lave  seen  this  fish  but 
once,  and  I sent  the  specimen  to  the  United  States,  either  to  Professor  Agassiz  or  to  Mr. 
Brevoort.  It  bears  my  No.  163. 

Cuba;  one  specimen  known.  {Lutjanus]  likeness.) 

Ocyurus  lutjanoides,  Poey,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  ix,  1871,  319,  Cuba. 

Lutjanus  lutjanoides,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  30,  1875;  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  458;  Jordan  & 

Fesler,  1.  c.,  445. 

1638.  \EOM.ENIS  BUCCANELL.i  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 
iSESI  DE  LO  ALTO;  OREILLE  NOIRE;  BOUCANELLE;  BLACK-FIN  SNAPPER.) 

Head  2^;  depth  2f.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  8-63-15,  50  pores.  Body 
rather  slender,  subelliptical,  the  back  moderately  elevated ; profile  almost 
straight  from  snout  to  nape,  thence  convex;  snout  rather  long  and  pointed, 
31  in  head;  eye  large,  3^  in  head.  Interorbital  space  slightly  convex, 
5|  in  head,  the  occipital  ridge  low;  preorbital  rather  narrow,  7^  in  head; 
mouth  rather  small,  the  jaws  subequal ; maxillary  reaching  almost  to  front 
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of  pupil,  2|  in  head;  upper  jaw  with  a narrow  hand  of  villiform  teeth, 
outside  of  which  is  a series  of  moderately  enlarged  teeth ; 4 rather  strong 
canines,  2 of  them  longer,  about  ^ diameter  of  pupil;  lower  jaw  with 
a single  series  of  unequal  teeth  as  strong  as  upper;  inside  of  these  is 
a narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth  in  front  of  jaw  only;  tongue  with  a 
single  long  oval  patch  of  teeth,  its  length  more  than  twice  its  width; 
vomer  with  a broadly  arrow-shaped  patch  of  teeth  with  a backward 
prolongation  on  median  line,  its  length  scarcely  greater  than  width 
of  patch  in  front ; no  teeth  on  pterygoid  or  hyoid  bones.  Gill  rakers 
numerous,  about  12  developed  on  lower  part  of  arch,  besides  5 or  6 very 
small  or  rudimentary  ones,  those  near  the  angle  larger,  their  length  2^ 
in  eye.  Preopercle  with  its  posterior  margin  oblique  and  nearly  straight, 
a broad  and  rather  shallow  notch  above  its  angle,  its  edge  strongly  ser- 
rate, the  teeth  coarser  at  angle  and  on  lower  limb.  Scales  rather  small, 
the  rows  above  the  lateral  line  running  upward  and  backward,  the  rows 
below  nearly  horizontal;  about  6 rows  of  scales  on  the  cheeks,  1 or  2 
rows  on  interopercle,  1 row  on  subopercle,  7 or  8 rows  on  opercle ; bases 
of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly,  the  outline  of  the  fins  rather  strongly 
convex ; temporal  region  with  a band  of  large  scales,  behind  which  are 
small  scales;  top  of  head,  snout,  and  jaws  naked.  Dorsal  spines  mod- 
erately strong,  the  fifth  spine  2^  in  head,  the  tenth  spine  3^  in  head ; 
margin  of  soft  dorsal  nearly  straight,  its  rays  almost  of  equal  length, 
3f  in  head ; caudal  moderately  forked,  the  upper  lobe  slightly  the  longer, 
If  length  of  middle  rays,  which  are  2i  in  head ; margin  of  anal  gently 
convex,  the  middle  rays  slightly  longer  than  last,  2f  in  head,  the  tip  of 
first  soft  ray  almost  reaching  tip  of  last  ray  when  the  fin  is  depressed; 
anal  spines  strong,  the  second  longer  and  stronger  than  third  spine,  2f  in 
head;  ventrals  1,|  in  head;  pectorals  reaching  opposite  first  soft  ray  of 
anal.  If  in  head.  Color  in  life  crimson,  silvery  below,  flushed  with  crimson ; 
axil  and  base  of  pectorals  jet-black;  eye  orange;  dorsal  crimson,  its  edge 
scarlet;  caudal  orange-yellow,  as  also  part  of  caudal  peduncle;  last  rays 
of  soft  dorsal,  most  of  anal  and  ventrals,  yellow ; pectorals,  base  of  anal, 
and  ventral  spines  pinkish.  In  spirits  the  bright  colors  fade,  leaving  the 
body  pale  reddish,  the  base  of  the  pectoral  within  and  without  jet-black. 
West  Indies;  a small  and  strongly  marked  species,  common  in  the  deeper 
waters  about  Havana,  and  known  in  the  markets  as  sesi  or  sesi  de  lo  alto, 
(boucanelle,  a name  used  in  Martinique.) 

Mesoprion  buccanella,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  ii,  455,  1828,  Marti- 
nique; Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  198. 

Mesoprion  cmidanotatus,  Poey,  Memorias,  i,  pi.  3,  fig.  2,  440,  1851,  Cuba. 

Lutjanus  buccanella,  Poey,  Synopsis,  295, 1868;  Jordan  & Swain,  i.  c.,445;  Jordan,  Proc. 
U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1889,  648;  Jordan  <fc  Fesler,  i.  c.,  445. 

1639.  VEOM.EXIS  VIVAXUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Pargo  de  lo  Alto;  Silk  Snapper.) 

Head  2f;  depth  3.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  (7)  8-72-17,  50  pores. 
Body  rather  slender,  subelliptical,  the  back  not  greatly  elevated;  profile 
very  slightly  convex  from  snout  to  nape,  thence  more  arched ; snout  rather 
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long  and  pointed,  3 in  head ; eye  rather  large,  4 in  head ; interorbital  space 
slightly  convex,  in  head,  the  occipital  keel  not  very  prominent ; preor- 
bital rather  broad,  54  in  head;  mouth  rather  small;  jaws  subequal;  max- 
illary reaching  front  of  pupil,  21  in  head;  upper  jaw  with  a narrow  band 
of  villi  form  teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a single  series  of  well-developed 
teeth;  4 moderate  canines  in  front  of  jaw,  the  2 longest  about  1 diame- 
ter of  pupil;  lower  jaw  Avith  a single  series  of  rather  large,  unequal 
teeth,  inside  of  Avhich  is  a very  narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth  in  front  of 
jaw  only;  tongue  with  an  oval  patch  of  teeth,  about  twice  as  long  as 
broad,  in  front  of  which  is  a roundish  patch;  no  teeth  on  hyoid  bone; 
ptreygoids  toothless;  vomer  with  a broadly  arrow-shaped  patch  of  teeth, 
with  a backward  prolongation  on  median  line  someAvhat  longer  than  width 
of  the  patch  in  front.  Gill  rakers  slender,  their  length  almost  equal  to 
1 diameter  of  eye,  about  11  developed  beloAv  the  angle,  in  front  of  these 
about  5 rudiments.  Preopercle  with  posterior  limb  slanting  slightly 
downward  and  forAvard,  with  a broad  and  rather  shallow  emargination, 
its  margin  finely  serrate  above;  coarser  teeth  at  the  angle  and  on  lower 
limb ; posterior  nostril  OA'al.  Scales  A^ery  small,  the  rows  running  obliquely 
upward  and  backAvard  above  the  lateral  line,  the  rows  being  almost  hori- 
zontal; 7 rows  of  scales  on  cheek,  2 rows  on  interopercle,  1|-  rows  on  sub- 
opercle,  and  about  8 on  opercle;  temporal  region  with  1 roAV  of  large 
scales  behind  which  are  smaller  ones;  top  of  head,  snout,  and  jaAvs  naked; 
bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly.  Dorsal  spines  rather  strong,  the  outline 
of  fin  rather  strongly  convex  and  without  deep  emargination,  fourth  spine 
longest,  2|  in  head ; the  tenth,  3|  in  head ; margin  of  soft  dorsal  straight- 
ish,  rounded  behind,  the  ninth  ray  longest,  li  length  of  first  and  two  times 
last  ray,  2|  in  head;  caudal  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  slightly  longer  than 
loAver,  its  length  times  middle  rays,  Avhich  are  2 in  head ; margin  of 
anal  angulate,  the  middle  rays  longest,  2 times  length  of  last  ray,  14 
in  head,  the  first  ray  reaching  almost  to  tip  of  last  ray,  Avhen  the  fin  is 
depressed;  ventralslf  in  head;  pectorals  not  quite  reaching  front  of  anal, 
14  in  head;  second  anal  spine  slightly  longer  than  third,  3^  in  head. 
Color  in  life,  bright  rose-color,  paler  beloAV,  some  narrow,  undulating, 
light  golden  streaks  folloAving  the  rows  of  scales  above  the  lateral  line; 
iris  always  bright  yellow  (an  important  color  mark);  mouth  reddish 
within;  traces  of  dark  lateral  spot  in  most  specimens;  dorsal  rosy,  its 
base  pale,  its  edge  yellow;  caudal  rosy,  dusky  behind,  sometimes  blood- 
red  at  tip ; pectorals  very  pale  yellow,  A^entrals  aud  anal  pale  rosy,  the 
latter  yellowish  behind.  The  bright  colors  all  fade  and  disappear  in 
spirits.  The  scales  of  the  upper  parts,  in  spirits,  are  marked  with  dark 
dots,  which  form  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales.  Described  from  a spec- 
imen from  Cuba,  10  inches  in  length.  West  Indies.  A handsome  species, 
rather  common  in  the  markets  of  Havana,  where  it  is  known  as  the  pargo 
de  lo  alto.  When  fresh  it  may  always  be  known  by  the  bright  yellow  color 
of  the  eye,  a color  AA’hich  does  not  entirely  fade  in  spirits.  (From  the 
French  name  used  at  Martinique,  probably  allied  to  vivax,  ‘Hively.^') 

Mesoprion  vivanus,  Cua'IER  Sc  A’'alenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  il,  454, 1828,  Martinique. 
Mesoprion.  profundus,  PoEY,  ilemorias,  ii,  150,1800,  Cuba;  Jordan  Sc  Swain,  i.  c.,444. 
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Luljanus  torridus,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.  1869,  468,  St.  Kitts. 

Lutjanus  purpureus,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  29, 1875  (name  taken  from  Mesoprion  purpureus, 
Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  471,  1828 ; the  name  purpureus  evidently 
a slip  of  the  pen  for  ay  a). 

Mesoprion  aya,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  457, 1828;  Gunther,  Cat., 
I,  198,  1859. 

Lutjanus  profundus,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  28,  1875. 

Lutjanus  vivanus,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,  648 ; Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  445. 

1640.  NEOMENIS  ATA*  (Bloch). 

(Eed  Snapper;  Pargo  Colorado;  Pargo  Guachinango;  Acara  Aya.) 

Head  2i ; depth  2|.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  (7)  8-60-15,  pores  46. 
Body  rather  deep,  moderately  compressed,  the  hack  well  elevated,  pro- 
file steep,  and  almost  straight  from  snout  to  nape.  Snout  rather  pointed, 
2+  in  head;  eye  moderate,  in  head  (larger  in  young).  Interorbital 
space  angulate  or  strongly  convex,  5 in  head ; occipital  keel  strong ; pre- 
orbital rather  broad,  5 in  head;  mouth  rather  large,  maxillary  reaching 
front  of  orbit,  2i  in  head;  upper  jaw  with  a narrow  band  of  villiform 
teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a row  of  larger  but  comparatively  small  teeth; 
4 canines  in  front,  2 (sometimes  duplicate)  of  them  larger,  their  length 
about  i diameter  of  eye;  lower  jaw  with  a single  row  of  rather  small 
teeth,  usually  largest  on  side  of  jaw,  where  some  of  them  are  almost 
caninelike;  within  these  is  a very  narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth  in  front 
of  jaw  only;  tongue  with  a broad  oval  patch  of  teeth,  scarcely  twice  as 
broad  as  long;  in  front  of  this  patch  is  a small  irregular  patch;  vomer 
with  a broadly  arrow-shaped  patch,  with  a rather  short  backward  pro- 
longation on  median  line,  its  length  about  equaling  width  of  patch  in 
front.  Gill  rakers  moderate,  their  length  about  ^ diameter  of  eye,  8 on 
lower  arch.  Preopercle  with  its  posterior  margin  about  vertical,  its 
emargination  deep,  its  edge  rather  finely  serrate  above,  coarser  at  the 
angle,  dentate  on  the  lower  border.  Scales  rather  large,  the  rows  hori- 
zontal below  lateral  line,  the  rows  above  running  backward  and  upward ; 6 • 
rows  of  scales  on  cheek,  1 on  the  interopercle,  1 on  subopercle,  and  7 on 
opercle ; bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly ; pores  of  lateral  line  branched ; 
temporal  region  with  a broad  band  of  scales,  with  a few  scattering  ones 
below  it;  top  of  head,  snout,  and  jaws  naked.  Dorsal  spines  rather 
strong,  the  outline  of  the  fin  moderately  convex,  the  fourth  and  fifth 
spines  longest,  2|^  in  head;  the  tenth  spine  about  4 in  head;  margin  of 
soft  dorsal  nearly  straight,  the  fin  pointed  behind ; the  middle  rays  little 
longer  than  first  ray,  1^  length  of  last,  3 in  head ; caudal  lunate,  the  upper 
lobe  scarcely  longer  than  lower,  its  length  If  times  length  of  middle  rays. 


* The  type  of  Mesoprion  campechanus  examined  by  us  at  Havana  is  a stuffed  skin  of  a 
young  fish,  apparently  belonging  to  this  species.  In  this  specimen  the  eye  is  larger  than 
it  should  he  in  a red  snapper  of  that  size,  it  being,  as  Poey  has  correctly  stated,  4 in  head. 
This  large  size  is,  however,  probably  due  to  the  shrinkage  of  the  orbit  in  drying.  Poey 
also  counts  “65  scales  above  the  lateral  line  and  53  below,"  a larger  number  than  others 
count  in  this  species.  This  difference  is  doubtless  dependent  on  the  method  of  counting. 
The  type  of  Lutjanus  hlackfordi  is  of  course  the  present  species,  and  the  first  good 
description  of  the  species  is  that  published  by  Goode  & Bean  under  this  name.  We  are 
forced,  however,  to  adhere  to  our  original  view,  that  the  name  campechanus  certainly 
belongs  to  the  same  fish,  and  the  still  older  name  aya  is  as  well  authenticated  as  the 
names  given  by  Bloch  are  likely  to  be.  We  can  not  therefore  make  use  of  the  name 
hlackfordi  as  the  specific  name  of  the  red  snapper. 
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which  are  If  in  head;  margin  of  anal  strongly  angulate,  the  middle  rays 
reaching  nearly  to  base  of  caudal,  2|  length  of  last  ray,  1^  in  head ; the 
first  ray  reaches  about  to  middle  of  last  ray  when  the  fin  is  depressed; 
anal  spines  strong,  the  second  scarcely  as  long  as  third,  4 in  head; 
ventrals  1^  in  head;  pectorals  reaching  to  front  of  anal  fin,  in  head. 
Color  in  life,  deej)  rose-red,  paler  on  throat;  bluish  streaks  along  rows  of 
scales,  above  becoming  fainter  and  disappearing  with  age ; fins  brick-red ; 
dorsal  bordered  with  orange,  with  a narrow  blackish  edge ; caudal  nar- 
rowly edged  with  blackish ; eye  red ; a large  blackish  blotch  above  lateral 
line  and  below  front  rays  of  soft  dorsal  in  young  specimens,  this  spot  dis- 
appearing with  age;  axil  of  pectoral  dusky.  Length  2 to  2|  feet.  De- 
scribed from  a specimen  from  off  Key  West,  16  inches  in  length.  Long 
Island  to  Brazil,  on  rocky  banks  in  rather  deep  water;  especially  abund- 
ant in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  off  Cape  San  Bias  and  about  Yucatan.  The 
most  valuable  food-fish  of  the  genus  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States ; 
taken  in  great  numbers  off  Pensacola  and  Key  West.  On  the  American 
coast  it  is  known  everywhere  as  “red  snapper or  to  the  Spaniards  as 
pargo  Colorado.  In  Havana  it  bears  the  name  pargo  guachinango,  “Mex- 
ican Snapper,^^  because  it  is  brought  to  that  city  from  the  Mexican  coast. 
According  to  Poey  it  is  comparatively  rare  in  Cuban  waters,  although 
daily  seen  in  the  markets.  Specimens  from  Rio  Janeiro  examined  by  us 
seem  to  be  identical  with  the  common  red  snapper.  Occasionally  straying 
north  to  Woods  Hole.  (From  the  Portuguese  name,  Acara  aya.) 

Acara  aya,  Marcgrave,  Hist.  Brasil.,  167,  168,  1648,  Brazil. 

Bodianus  aya,  Bloch,  Ichth.,  227, 1790,  Brazil;  after  Marcgrave. 

Bodianus  ruber,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  330,  1801,  Brazil;  based  on  Marc- 
grave. 

Mesoprion  campechanus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  149,  1860,  Campeche. 

Lutjanus  blackfordi,  Goode  <fe  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1878,  176,  Pensacola  (Type, 
No.  21330.  Coll.  Silas  Steams) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  549.  ‘ 

Lutjanus  campechianus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  294,  1868;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  921. 
Lutjanus  aya,  Goode,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  v,  55, 1876 ; Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  447. 
Lutjanus  vivanus,  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  453;  not  type. 

1641.  NEOMiENIS  ANALIS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Mutton-fish  ; Pargo  ; Pargo  Criollo.) 

Head  2f ; depth  2|.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  (7)  10-67-17,  pores  51. 
Body  rather  deep  and  compressed,  the  back  rather  strongly  elevated,  pro- 
file steep  and  nearly  straight  from  snout  to  nape ; snout  rather  long  and 
pointed,  2f  in  head ; eye  rather  small,  5f  in  head  in  specimens  a foot  in 
length;  interorbital  space  gently  convex,  5|  in  head;  occipital  keel  mod- 
erate; preorbital  very  broad,  its  least  width  4 in  head;  mouth  moderate; 
maxillary  scarcely  reaching  front  of  orbit,  2f  in  head;  upper  jaw  with  a 
narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a single  series  of  larger 
but  small  teeth ; 6 rather  strong  canines  in  front,  4 of  them  larger,  about 
equaling  in  length  ^ diameter  of  pupil;  lower  jaw  with  a narrow  villi- 
form band  in  front  only  and  a series  of  larger  teeth  outside ; these  unequal, 
largest  on  side  of  jaw,  some  of  them  almost  caninelike;  tongue  with 
a single  very  small  patch  of  teeth  on  its  middle,  this  wanting  in  young 
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examples;  teeth  on  vomer  forming  a broadly  A-shaped  patch,  without 
backward  prolongation  on  median  line.  Gill  rakers  moderate,  | length 
of  diameter  of  eye,  about  8 on  lower  arch,  with  no  rudiments  before 
them.  Preopercle  with  its  posterior  margin  almost  straight,  slanting 
gently  downward  and  forward,  the  notch  broad  and  very  shallow;  edge 
of  preopercle  rather  coarsely  serrate,  most  so  at  the  angle ; scales  small, 
the  rows  almost  horizontal  below  the  lateral  line,  running  backward  and 
upward  above;  tubes  of  lateral  line  branched;  about  7 rows  of  scales 
on  the  cheeks ; 1 row  on  interopercle,  1 on  subopercle,  and  about  9 on  oper- 
cle;  temporal  region  with  about  8 rows  of  scales,  which  become  smaller 
posteriorly;  bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly.  Dorsal  spines  weak  and 
slender,  the  outline  of  the  fin  not  greatly  curved,  the  fourth  spine  longest, 
2f  in  head,  the  tenth  spine  3^  in  head;  margin  of  soft  dorsal  angulate, 
the  ninth  ray  longest,  twice  last  and  1^  times  first  ray,  2 in  head;  caudal 
well  forked,  upper  lobe  the  longer,  If  length  of  middle  rays,  which  are 
about  in  head;  anal  angular,  similar  to  soft  dorsal,  the  middle  rays 
more  elevated  than  in  any  other  species,  longest  2^  length  of  last,  2 in 
head;  first  ray  nearly  reaching  tip  of  last  when  the  fin  is  depressed;  the 
second  and  third  anal  spines  rather  strong,  of  equal  length,  3f  in  head; 
ventrals  If  in  head ; pectorals  reaching  slightly  past  origin  of  anal,  1^%  in 
head.  Color  in  life,  dark  olive-green  above ; many  of  the  scales  with  pale- 
blue  spots,  these  forming  irregular  oblique  streaks  upward  and  backward; 
similar  stripes  more  regular  and  numerous  on  caudal  peduncle  and  above 
anal.  In  old  fishes  these  blue  spots  and  streaks  disappear;  belly  white, 
strongly  tinged  with  brick-red;  about  6 narrow,  dusky,  vertical  bars,  a 
little  broader  than  the  interspaces  and  not  well  defined,  between  gill 
opening  and  anal;  head  bronze-olive,  darker  above;  a broad,  undulating, 
pearly  streak  frpni  snout  below  eye  to  upper  edge  of  gill  opening;  a nar- 
row blue  streak  from  eye  to  nostrils ; iris  fiery  red ; pectorals,  caudal,  anal, 
and  ventrals  brick-red,  the  caudal  narrowly  margined  with  black  and  little 
bronzed  above ; dorsal  reddish  along  the  rays  and  tips  of  membranes,  other- 
wise yellowish;  distinct  lateral  blotch  just  above  the  lateral  line  and 
below  the  first  soft  ray  on  dorsal,  about  as  large  as  pupil,  smaller  than 
in  other  species  similarly  marked,  and  seldom  disappearing  with  age;  axil 
and  bar  across  base  of  pectoral  above,  pale  or  dusky  olive.  In  spirits  the 
markings  become  fainter,  the  lateral  blotch  and  the  bluish  streaks  on  head 
usually  persisting.  Described  from  a specimen  from  Key  West,  11  inches 
in  length.  West  Indies ; Pensacola  to  Brazil ; rather  common  at  Key  West; 
straying  north  to  Woods  Hole;  the  most  important  food-fish  of  the  Havana 
markets,  being  always  abundant  and  its  flesh  always  healthful.  It  reaches 
a large  size  and  its  flesh  is  fairly  flavored,  although  not  very  delicate. 
(analis,  from  the  elevated  anal  fin.) 

Anthias  qtiartus  rondeleti  (Mutton-fish),  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Carolina,  1743,  Bahamas. 
Mesoprion  analis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  452,  1828,  San  Domingo; 

POEY,  Memorias,  ii,  146,  pi.  13,  fig.  9,  1860. 

Mesoprion  sohra*  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  453,  1828,  Martinique; 

Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  209. 

The  names  analis  and  sohra  of  Cuvier  & Valenciennes  seem  to  belong  to  this  species 
without  question.  Mesoprion  isodon  is  identified  by  Vaillant  with  V.  analis  on  compari- 
son of  typical  examples.  Mesoprion  rosaceus  was  clescribed  as  a distinct  species  from  a 
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Mesoprion  isodon,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ix,  443, 1833,  San  Domingo ; 

Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  206. 

Mesoprion  rosaceus,  Poey,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  ix,  1870,  317,  Cuba. 

Lxitjanus  analis,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  29,  1875;  Jordan,  Proc.  H.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  125; 

Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  455;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  448. 

Lutjanus  rosaceus,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  30,  1875. 

1642.  NE0M1:NIS  COLORADO  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Pargo  Colorado.) 

Head  2f ; depth  3.  D.  X,  14;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  5-47-11;  tubes  in  lateral 
line  47.  Body  comparatively  deep,  highest  at  front  of  spinous  dorsal,  and 
with  an  angle  at  origin  of  soft  dorsal;  profile  of  hack  evenly  arched  to 
origin  of  dorsal  fin ; ventral  outline  rectilinear  to  origin  of  anal  fin,  the 
base  of  which  fin  is  very  oblique  in  the  young,  less  so  in  the  adult.  Snout 
rather  short,  less  acute  than  in  N.  uovemfasciatus,  less  than  ^ length  of  head ; 
maxillary  reaching  nearly  or  quite  to  vertical  from  front  pupil,  2f  in  head. 
Width  of  cheek  from  orbit  to  angle  of  preopercle  less  than  snout.  Eye,  in 
adult,  half  the  iuterorbital  width  and  f length  of  snout,  proportionately 
larger  in  the  young.  Vertical  margin  of  preopercle  with  minute,  even 
serrations  for  its  entire  length ; a shallow  emargiiiation  above  the  angle, 
which  is  provided  with  coarser,  but  still  inconspicuous,  serrations;  lower 
limb  of  preopercle  smooth  on  its  anterior  half;  upper  jaw  with  a very 
narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth  behind  the  conical  teeth,  which  are  not 
very  large ; a single  pair,  or  more  usually  two  unequal  pairs,  of  canines  in 
front  of  upper  jaw,  between  which  is  a pair  of  small  teeth;  conical  teeth 
in  lower  jaw  larger  than  those  of  upiier,  close-set,  largest  in  the  middle  of 
the  jaw,  becoming  smaller  in  front  and  behind,  about  8 on  each  side; 
vomerine  teeth  arranged  in  a crescent-shaped  patch,  without  backward 
extension  on  the  median  line;  teeth  on  tongue  in  2 patches,  a roundish 
1 anteriorly,  usually  formed  by  the  junction  of  3 smaller  ones,  and  an 
oblong  patch  on  the  median  line  behind  this.  Gill  rakers  distant,  few, 
tbe  longest  i length  of  orbit,  their  number  about  l-f-7.  Dorsal  spines 
strong,  the  fourth  the  longest,  the  last  more  than  ^ its  length,  the  fourth 
spine  2f  in  head,  as  long  as  the  snout  in  the  adult,  a little  longer  in  young; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  similar  to  each  other,  some  of  the  posterior  rays  of 
each  being  considerably  elevated,  the  fin  thus  being  pointed  instead  of 
rounded  in  outline;  in  the  young  these  rays  are  much  longer  than  the 
dorsal  spines  and  slightly  longer  than  the  caudal  peduncle ; in  the  adult 
they  are  lower  but  still  longer  than  the  dorsal  spines ; longest  rays  of  anal 
about  I head;  caudal  not  deeply  emargiuate;  pectorals  long,  acute,  reach- 
ing to  or  beyond  vent,  14  in  head;  ventrals  not  nearly  reaching  vent,  as 
long  as  snout  and  orbit;  anal  spines  strong,  the  second  rather  longer  than 
third  and  a little  stronger,  3^  in  head.  Scales  rather  small,  the  series 
forming  an  angle  at  the  lateral  line,  those  below  it  running  the  more 
obliquely,  those  above  forming  nearly  horizontal  series  parallel  with 

large  specimen  27J  inches  in  length.  The  only  tangible  distinction  which  we  find  in  the 
long  description  is  that  the  eye  is  one-sixth  the  length  of  the  head,  while  in  V.  analis  of 
the  same  size  the  eye  is  8^  in  the  head.  We  hesitate  to  admit  N.  rosaceus  as  distinct  from 
N.  analis.  The  larger  eye  and  redder  coloration  perhaps  indicate  a specimen  from  deeper 
water  than  usual.  Specimens  of  this  species  are  in  the  museum  at  Cambridge  from  Nas- 
.sau,  Rio  Janeiro,  and  Rio  Grande  do  Norte. 
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the  lateral  line;  scales  on  cheeks  in  about  7 rows,  1 row  on  subopercle 
and  about  7 on  opercle ; scales  on  breast  very  small,  much  smaller  than 
those  on  opercle;  soft  rays  of  vertical  fins  with  accompanying  series  of 
scales.  Coloration  in  life:  Above  dark  olivaceous,  each  scale  with  the 
basal  half  dark  olive-brown;  sides  with  or  without  some  silvery  luster 
at  bases  of  scales,  forming,  when  i^resent,  faint  longitudinal  streaks;  head 
and  lower  parts  of  body  bright  red,  especially  bright  on  lower  parts  of 
head,  the  color  extending  up  011  the  sides  for  a varying  distance;  upper 
jaw  and  maxillary  reddish;  upper  parts  of  head  dark  olivaceous;  scales 
on  sides  of  head  without  dark  spots;  a much-interrupted  light  blue  line 
from  middle  of  preorbital  along  suborbital,  rarely  extending  behind  the 
orbit,  much  less  distinct  than  in  y.  argentiventris,  and  disappearing  in 
alcohol;  cheeks  sometimes  with  bluish  spots  or  lines;  inside  of  mouth 
red;  vertical  fins  very  dark,  with  more  or  less  reddish;  spinous  dorsal 
with  a broad  median  streak  of  very  light  slaty  blue;  pectorals  and  ven- 
trals  reddish,  the  latter  with  dusky.  Length  2|  feet.  Guay  mas  to  Panama ; 
a common  food-fish;  here  described  from  the  original  type  from  Mazatlan. 
(Spanish,  Colorado,  red  (colored),  in  allusion  to  the  common  name,  Fargo 
Colorado.) 

Lutjanus  Colorado,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.TJ.  S.  jSTat.Mus.  1881,338,351,355,  Mazatlan 
(Types,  Xos.  28386,  28305,  28261,  and  28383,11.  S.  K.  M.  Coll.  Dr.  Gilbert);  Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1882, 107, 110 ; Jordan  <fc  Swain,  1.  c.,  457 ; Evermann 
(fe  Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891, 147 ; Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  449. 

Lutianus  Colorado,  Jordan,  Fishes  Sinaloa,  456. 

1643.  XEOMFXIS  BRACHYPTERUS  (Cope). 

Head  2f ; depth  3.  D.  X,  12;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  8-51-X,  47  pores.  Form 
of  A",  griseus.  Maxillary  2^  in  head,  reaching  to  past  front  of  eye. 
Canines  very  small,  developed  in  upper  jaw  only;  tongue  with  an 
oval  patch  of  teeth;  vomer  with  a A-shaped  patch  of  teeth,  there  being  a 
short  backward  projection  on  the  median  line;  eye  rather  small,  4f  in 
head.  Gill  rakers  few,  arranged  as  in  X.  griseus.  Scales  above  lateral 
line  arranged  in  very  oblique  series;  2 bands  of  small  scales  on  temporal 
region.  Anal  fin  low,  its  longest  rays  2f  in  head;  second  anal  spine  about 
as  long  as  third,  in  head ; caudal  little  forked,  its  longest  rays  in 
head;  pectoral  fin  short.  If  in  head.  Color  in  spirits,  olivaceous,  with 
silvery  luster  below;  rows  of  obscure  dusky  spots  along  the  scales  on 
sides  and  yellowish  oblique  streaks  above  the  lateral  line;  fins  rather 
dark,  the  caudal  not  pale ; no  black  lateral  spot.  The  above  account  is 
taken  from  Professor  Cope’s  original  type  in  the  museum  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Academy  of  Sciences.  The  species  is  allied  to  X.  griseus,  although 
apparently  distinct  from  that  species  and  from  all  others  known  to  us.  In 
its  technical  characters  it  approaches  most  closely  to  X.  synagris,  near 
which  species  it  is  convenient  to  place  it  in  our  analytical  key.  If  we 
suppose  the  type  of  A",  amiiguus  to  be  a hybrid,  synagris-\-chrysurus,  we  may 
suspect  X.  hrachypterus  to  represent  a hybrid  of  griseus  and  synagris.  The 
evidence  in  the  latter  case  is  less  striking  than  in  the  former.  Bahama 
Islands;  only  the  type  known.  (/5pa;);t3?,  short;  Ttrspov,  ^n.) 

Lutjamis  brachypterus.  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1871, 470,  New  Providence;  Jordan  & 
Swain,  1.  c.,  447,  description  from  type ; Jordan  & Fesler,  i.  c.,  449. 
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1644.  NEOM.EXIS  GUTTATUS  (Steindachner). 

(Flamenco.) 

Head  2f ; depth  2|.  D.  X,  12  (rarely  XI,  11) ; A.  Ill,  8 ; scales  (6)  7-53-15, 
53  pores.  Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  back  rather  more  elevated  than 
in  N.  sijnagris,  the  anterior  profile  nearly  straight  from  snout  to  above  eye, 
thence  rather  strongly  convex;  snout  pointed,  rather  long,  3^  in  head; 
eye  large,  4|  in  head;  interorbital  space  gently  convex,  its  width  5|  in 
head;  occipital  keel  rather  prominent;  preorbital  narrow,  its  least  width 
7 in  head ; maxillary  extending  to  somewhat  beyond  front  of  orbit,  2-iHr  in 
head.  Teeth  as  in  N.  synagris,  the  canines  in  upper  jaw  small,  those  of 
lower  jaw  inconspicuous ; tongue  with  a single  large  oblong  patch  of  teeth  ; 
vomer  with  an  A-shaped  j)atch  of  teeth,  the  prolongation  on  the  median 
line  rather  short.  Gill  rakers  rather  long,  about  9 on  lower  part  of  arch, 
with  a few  rudiments  in  front  of  them.  Posterior  limb  of  preopercle  extend- 
ing downward  and  forward,  the  emargiuation  broad  and  rather  shallow; 
teeth  at  angle  of  preopercle  rather  coarse,  those  above  emargination  much 
finer.  Scales  rather  large,  those  below  lateral  line  in  series  Avhich  are 
almost  horizontal,  those  above  in  series  which  are  very  oblique  and  for  the 
most  part  regular  and  nearly  straight;  cheek  with  6 roAvs  of  scales,  inter- 
opercle  with  1;  temporal  region  with  a series  of  large  scales,  l)efore  and 
behind  which  is  a broad  band  of  small  ones;  bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal 
scaly.  Dorsal  spines  rather  slender  and  weak,  the  outline  of  the  fin  gently 
convex,  the  longest  spine  2j  in  head ; soft  dorsal  short  and  moderately 
high,  its  margin  angulated,  the  eighth  ray  about  ^ longer  than  last 
ray,  and  2|  in  head;  caudal  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  1^  in  head;  anal  . 
moderate,  rounded  in  outline,  its  longest  ray  2?  in  head;  first  soft  ray 
reaching  tip  of  last  ray  when  the  fin  is  depressed;  second  anal  spine 
stronger  than  the  third  and  of  about  equal  length,  4^  in  head;  veutrals 
1^  in  head;  pectorals  long,  nearly  reaching  front  of  anal,  14  in  head. 
Color  in  spirits  brown  above,  the  sides  bright  silvery;  a large  round, 
black,  lateral  blotch,  as  large  as  eye,  on  lateral  line  below  front  of  soft 
dorsal;  each  scale  above  lateral  line  with  a faint  darker  grayish  median 
spot,  these  forming  oblique  streaks ; sides  of  head  often  with  similar  spots ; 
two  or  three  similar  streaks  often  present  below  lateral  line,  these  straight 
and  horizontal ; each  series  of  scales  below  lateral  line  with  a narrow  yel- 
low stripe;  snout  and  preorbital  with  dark  vermiculations;  fins  all  pale. 
In  life,  light  olivaceous  above,  the  markings  bronze-olive;  sides  pale 
crimson,  the  marks  more  yellow;  belly  golden-yellow;  scarlet  on  iris, 
yellow  about  eye;  first  dorsal  reddish,  second  with  reddish-brown  mark- 
ings; caudal  deep  rich  red;  lower  fins  golden;  pectoral  nearly  colorless; 
sides  of  head  pink  with  golden  stripes.  Described  from  a specimen  from 
Mazatlan  10|  inches  in  length.  West  coast  of  Mexico  from  Guaymas  to 
Panama.  It  is  a common  food-fish  at  Guaymas,  Mazatlan,  and  Panama;  a 
small  species  rarely  more  than  a foot  in  length,  representing  Xeomcvnis 
synagris  in  the  Pacific,  (guttatus,  spotted.) 

Mesoprion  guttatus,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Xotizen,  ix,  18,  pi.  8,  1869,  Mazatlan. 

Lutjanus  guttatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 354;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Bull.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1882, 107, 110;  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  447;  Evermann  & Jenkins, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891, 147 ; Jordan,  1.  c.,  181,  1889;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  446. 
Lutianus  guttatus,  Jordan,  Fishes  Sinaloa,  456. 
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1645.  NEOMiEMS  SYNAGRIS  (Linnsus). 

(Lane  Snapper;  Biajaiba;  Red-tail  Snapper.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2|.  D.  X,  12;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  (7)  8-60-15,  50  pores. 
Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  back  moderately  elevated,  profile  almost 
straight  from  snout  to  nape ; snout  rather  pointed,  3 in  head ; eye  moderate, 
5 in  head ; interorbital  space  gently  convex,  5f  in  head ; occipital  keel  little 
prominent;  preorbital  rather  broad,  4|  in  head;  maxillary  reaching  front 
of  orbit,  2f  in  head;  upper  jaw  with  a narrow  baud  of  villiform  teeth, 
outside  of  which  is  a single  series  of  enlarged  teeth  ; 4 rather  small  canines 
in  front,  2 of  them  larger;  lower  jaw  with  villiform  band  in  front  only, 
the  single  row  of  larger  teeth  nearly  equal  in  size,  none  of  them  canines; 
tongue  with  a single  oval  patch,  its  length  more  than  twice  its  width; 
vomer  with  a A or  A-shaped  patch  of  teeth,  without  backward  prolonga- 
tion on  median  line,  or  with  only  a very  slight  one.  Gill  rakers  rather 
long,  their  length  slightly  more  than  | diameter  of  eye,  about  5+9,  and 
no  rudiments  before  them.  Preopercle  with  its  posterior  margin  slant- 
ing downward  and  forward,  the  emargination  broad  and  moderately  deep ; 
preopercle  rather  finely  serrate  above,  with  coarser  teeth  at  the  angle. 
Scales  rather  small,  the  rows  almost  horizontal  below  the  lateral  line, 
above  somewhat  undulate,  running  upward  and  backward;  tubes  of 
lateral  line  simple;  6 rows  of  scales  on  the  cheek,  1 row  on  the  interoper- 
cle,  1 on  the  subopercle,  and  6 on  the  opercle;  temporal  region  with  a 
broad  band  of  scales,  arranged  in  several  series ; base  of  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  scaly;  dorsal  spines  rather  weak  and  slender,  the  outline  of  the  fin 
gently  convex,  the  fourth  spine  longest,  2|-  in  head,  the  tenth  spine  3|  in 
head;  soft  dorsal  short,  its  margin  somewhat  angulated,  the  eighth  ray 
longest,  twice  the  length  of  last  ray  and  first,  2f  in  head ; caudal  mod- 
erately forked,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer,  1^  length  of  middle  rays,  which 
are  2 in  head;  anal  rather  high,  rounded  in  outline,  its  middle  rays 
longest,  If  length  of  last  ray,  2f  in  head,  first  ray  reaching  middle  of 
last  ray  when  the  fin  is  depressed ; second  anal  spine  stronger  than  third 
and  of  equal  length,  3|  in  head;  ventrals  If  in  head;  pectorals  reaching 
front  of  anal.  If  in  head.  Color  in  life,  rose-colored,  silvery  tinged  below, 
slightly  olivaceous  but  not  dark  above;  a large,  round,  maroon  blotch, 
larger  than  eye,  just  above  lateral  line  and  below  front  of  soft  dorsal, 
always  present;  series  of  stripes  of  deep  golden-yellow  along  sides;  3 on 
head,  the  upper  from  snout  through  eye;  about  10  on  body,  the  lower 
nearly  straight  and  horizontal,  the  upper  undulating  and  irregular,  extend- 
ing upward  and  backward;  belly  white,  its  sides  largely  yellowish ; lips 
red;  maxillary  partly  yellow;  tongue  yellowish ; iris  fiery  red;  caudal 
deep  blood-red;  spinous  dorsal  nearly  transparent,  with  a marginal  and 
basal  band  of  golden;  soft  dorsal  light  red,  edged  with  golden;  ventrals 
and  anal  golden;  pectorals  pinkish.  Young  quite  green  above.  Simi- 
larly striped  Cuban  specimens  are  generally  duller,  with  the  yellow  stripes 
decidedly  coppery.  In  spirits  the  bright  colors  fade,  only  the  lateral 
blotch  and  the  streaks  on  the  head  being  persistent.  West  Indies; 
Florida  Keys  to  Colon  and  Brazil;  very  common  almost  everywhere  from 
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Tampa  to  Brazil.  It  reaches  but  a small  size,  rarely  exceeding  a foot,  and 
it  inhabits  chiefly  shallow  waters.  In  Havana  it  is  one  of  the  most 
common  food-fishes,  in  abundance  not  exceeded  by^  any  other  species.  Its  » 
strongly  marked  coloration  renders  its  recognition  easy.  {6vvay pi^j  an 
old  name  of  Ben  tex  clentex,  a species  which  this  one  was  thought  to  resemble. ) 

Salpa  purpurescem  variegata  (Lane  Snapper),  Catesby,  Hist.  Hat.  Carolina,  pi.  17,  1743, 
Bahamas. 

Spams  synagris,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Hat.,  x,  280, 1758;  after  Catesby. 

Spams  verrnicularis, Bloch  Sc  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  275,  1801,  Martinique;  on  a draw- 
ing by  Plumiee. 

Lutjanus  aubrieti,  Desmarest,  Prem.  Dec.  Ichth.,  17,  pi.  2.  1823,  Cuba. 

Mesoprion  uninotatus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  ii,  449,  1828,  San 
Domingo;  Martinique;  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  202. 

Lutjanus  uninotatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  294,  1868. 

Lutjanus  synagris,  Poey,  Ennmeratio,  27,  1875;  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  922;  Jor- 
dan Sc  Swain,  1.  c.,  448;  Jordan,  Proc.  H.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1889,  648;  Jordan,  1.  c.,  1890, 
319;  Jordan  (fePESLEE,  l.c.,  450. 

1646.  NEOM.EMS  AMBIGUUS*  (Poey). 

Head  2iHj;  depth  3.  D.  X,  13;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  (6)  9-53-15,  50  pores. 
Body  oblong,  compressed,  formed  mnch  as  in  N.  synagris,  but  more  slender, 
the  anterior  profile  nearly  straight  from  tip  of  snout  to  nape,  thence  con- 
vex ; snout  rather  long  and  pointed,  3 in  head ; eye  small,  4|  in  head ; 
interorbital  space  narrow,  carinate,  its  width  51  in  head;  occipital  keel 
rather  prominent ; preorbital  moderate,  its  least  width  6 in  head ; month 
moderate,  slightly  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  a little  projecting,  the  maxillary 
extending  to  opposite  front  of  pupil,  its  length  2f  in  head.  Teeth  essen-  . 
tially  as  in  JV.  synagris;  canines  of  upper  jaw  small;  enlarged  teeth  of 
lower  jaw  scarcely  caninelike;  tongue  with  a single,  large,  oblong  patch 
of  teeth;  vomer  with  an  /|\-shaped  patch  of  teeth,  the  prolongation  on  the 
median  line  moderate;  no  pterygoid  teeth.  Gill  rakers  longer  than  in 
most  species  of  Neomcenis,  about  15  developed  on  lower  part  of  anterior 
arch.  Preopercle  nearly  vertical,  its  emargination  very  slight,  its  seme 
distinct.  Scales  rather  small,  those  below  lateral  line  in  horizontal  series, 
those  above  lateral  line  in  regular  and  very  oblique  series,  which  are  not 
parallel  with  tbe  lateral  line;  cheek  with  5 rows  of  scales;  temporal 
region  scaled  from  the  eye  backward,  posteriorly  with  a band  of  rather 
large  scales  followed  by  smaller  ones;  liases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly; 
dorsal  fin  little  emarginate,  the  spines  rather  slender  and  low,  the  longest 
2^  in  head;  longest  ray  of  soft  dorsal  2|  in  head;  caudal  rather  deeply 
forked,  the  longest  rays  in  head,  the  median  rays  3t ; anal  spines  slender, 
regularly  graduated,  the  second  spine  in  head;  soft  anal  rounded,  rather 
low,  tbe  longest  rays  2}  in  head;  pectorals  long  and  falcate,  14  in  head; 
ventrals  If.  In  spirits,  nearly  uniform  brownish  above,  paler  below,  with 

* Tliis  species  is  very  well  distinguished  from  Neomcenis  synagris  and  from  Ocyurus 
chrysurus,  but  it  presents  such  a singular  blending  of  the  characters  of  the  two  as  to  lend 
much  probability  to  Poey’s  conjecture  that  it  is  a hybrid  of  Xeomcenis  synagris  with 
Ocyurus  chrysurus.  Two  specimens  are  known,  the  one  sent  by  Poey  to  the  IT.  S.  Hational 
Museum  and  described  in  the  paper  of  Jordan  Sc  Swain;  the  other  sent  by  Poey  to  the 
museum  at  Cambridge,  is  very  similar,  with  well-forked  caudal  and  numerous  gillrakers. 
The  lower  jaw  is,  however,  scarcely  projecting,  and  the  pectoral  short,  is  in  head. 
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pale  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales.  In  life,  according  to  Poey’s  figure, 
it  had  much  the  coloration  of  Xeoniwnis  synagris.  Described  from  a speci- 
men from  Havana  10  inches  in  length.  Cuba;  2 specimens  known,  (am- 
Mguus,  uncertain.) 

Mesoprionambiguus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ll,  152,  pi.  12,  fig,  4,  pi.  13,  fig.  8, 1860,  Cuba  (Type,  No. 

13036,  TJ.  S.  N.  M.) ; Poey,  Synopsis,  295. 

Lutjanus  ambiguus,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  30,  1875;  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,450;  Jordan  <fc 

Fesler,  1.  c.,  450. 

1647.  NEOMENIS  MAHOGONI  (Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes). 

(Ojanco;  Mahogany  Snapper.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2f.  D.  X,  12;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  (6)  9-62-14,  50  pores. 
Body  rather  elongate,  strongly  compressed,  the  back  well  elevated,  pro- 
file almost  straight  or  slightly  concave  from  tip  of  snout  to  nape,  thence 
moderately  convex;  snout  rather  slender  and  pointed,  3 in  head;  eye 
large,  3|  in  head;  interorbital  area  flattish,  with  a median  keel,  6 in  head; 
preorbital  rather  broad,  its  least  width  6^  in  head ; mouth  large,  maxillary 
reaching  front  of  pupil,  2^  in  head;  lower  jaw  strongly  projecting;  upper 
jaw  with  a narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a single 
series  of  enlarged  but  comparatively  small  teeth;  4 moderate  canines  in 
front  of  jaw,  2 of  them  larger,  about  2 in  diameter  of  pupil;  lower 
jaw  with  a single  series  of  rather  small  teeth,  none  of  them  at  all  canine- 
like; tongue  with  an  oblanceolate  patch  of  teeth,  tapering  behind,  its 
length  more  than  twice  its  width;  vomer  with  a broadly  arrow-shaped 
patch  of  teeth,  with  backward  prolongation  on  median  line,  its  length 
about  equaling  width  of  patch  in  front;  pterygoid  and  hyoid  bones 
without  teeth.  Gill  rakers  numerous,  about  10  developed  on  lower  part 
of  arch,  besides  4 or  5 rudimentary  ones,  those  near  angle  largest, 
their  length  almost  ^ diameter  of  eye.  Preopercle  with  its  posterior 
margin  almost  vertical,  broadly  and  rather  deeply  emarginate,  very 
weakly  or  scarcely  serrate  above,  the  angle  projecting  backward  and 
armed  with  several  rather  coarse  teeth,  the  lower  limb  smooth.  Scales 
rather  small,  those  below  lateral  line  somewhat  larger,  the  rows  above  the 
lateral  line  running  obliquely  upward  and  backward,  those  below  in 
almost  straight  horizontal  series;  cheeks  with  6 rows  of  scales,  1 row  on 
interopercle,  1 on  subopercle,  and  7 bn  opercle;  temporal  region  with  a 
band  of  small  scales,  before  and  behind  which  is  a series  of  larger  ones; 
top  of  head,  snout,  and  jaws  naked;  bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly. 
Dorsal  spines  rather  weak  and  slender,  the  outline  of  the  fin  rather 
strongly  convex,  the  fourth  spine  longest,  24  in  head;  the  tenth  spine  4 in 
head ; margin  of  soft  dorsal  very  gently  convex,  the  first  and  last  rays 
slightly  shorter  than  rest  of  fin,  median  rays  3^  in  head;  caudal  not 
deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  little  longer  than  lower,  its  length  If  in 
middle  rays,  which  are  2f  in  head,  margin  of  anal  little  rounded,  the 
middle  rays  If  length  of  last  ray,  3 in  head,  the  first  ray  reaching  almost 
to  tip  of  last  ray  when  the  fin  is  depressed ; anal  spines  small,  the  second  as 
long  as  third  and  stronger,  4f  in  head ; ventrals  2f  in  head ; pectorals  scarcely 
reaching  front  of  anal,  If  in  head.  Color  in  life,  deep  brown,  silvery 
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below,  everywhere  shaded  with  red,  especially  on  head;  eye  scarlet;  a 
large  blackish  blotch  on  side,  chiefly  above  lateral  line  and  below  first 
rays  of  soft  dorsal;  maxillary  yellow  on  covered  parts;  narrow  bronze 
streaks  following  the  rows  of  scales,  these  streaks  distinct  chiefly  above 
the  lateral  line;  dorsal  fin  pale,  edged  with  blood-red;  caudal  deep  red; 
anal,  ventrals,  and  pectorals  scarlet ; the  bright  colors  fade  and  disappear 
in  spirits,  leaving  the  back  dark  gray,  the  lower  parts  silvery,  more  or 
less  flushed  with  red.  Described  from  a Cuban  specimen  10  inches  long. 
West  Indies;  a small  species,  rather  common  in  the  markets  of  Havana, 
v^here  it  is  known  as  ojanco,  in  allusion  to  the  large  eye.  It  does  not  reach 
a large  size,  (mahogoni,  the  English  mahoganj",  from  the  brown  coloration.) 

Mesoprion  mahogoni,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  il,  447, 1828,  Martinique; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  203 

Mesoprion  ricardi,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  447,  1828,  Martinique. 
Mesoprion  ojanco,  Poey,  Memorias,  il,  150,  pi.  13,  fig.  10, 1860,  Cuba. 

Lutjanus  ojanco,  Poet,  Enumeratio,  28, 1875. 

Lutjanus  mahogoni,  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  451 ; Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,451. 


Subgenus  RAIZERO,  Jordan  <fc  Fesler. 

1648.  \EOM.EMS  A KATUN  (Gunther). 

(Pargo  de  Kaizero.) 

Head  3;  depth  31.  D.  XI,  12;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  4^-4.5-12.  Body  oblong- 
elliptical,  slenderer  and  less  compressed  than  in  other  species  of  Xeomanis, 
the  back  broad  and  little  elevated;  profile  a little  depressed  above  the 
snout,  then  convex  above  the  eyes,  thence  nearly  straight  to  front  of 
dorsal;  snout  not  very  long,  3 in  head;  mouth  moderate,  somewhat  ob- 
lique, the  jaws  subequal;  maxillary  extending  to  beyond  front  of  eye,  its 
length  2^  in  head.  Teeth  moderate;  canines  of  upper  jaw  not  very  large; 
the  enlarged  teeth  of  lower  jaw  scarcely  caninelike;  teeth  on  tongue  in 
a large  patch,  developed  in  adult  examples,  but  not  evident  in  the  young; 
teeth  on  vomer  in  a V-shaped  patch,  without  backward  prolongation  on  the 
median  line;  palatine  teeth  in  a broad  patch;  no  teeth  on  pterygoids. 
Eye  large,  5 in  head;  interorbital  area  broad  and  convex,  its  width  4 in 
head;  preorbital  moderate,  its  least  breadth  6 in  head.  Nostrils  small, 
well  separated,  oblong,  the  anterior  but  little  the  larger.  Preopercle 
with  its  posterior  limb  slanting  downwards  and  forwards,  with  a mod- 
erate emargination,  sharply  and  finely  serrate  above,  the  teeth  at  the 
angle  coarser  and  directed  somewhat  forwards.  Gill  rakers  few  and 
rather  small,  about  7 on  lower  part  of  anterior  arch,  not  preceded  by  rudi- 
ments. Scales  large,  arranged  very  regularly  in  horizontal  series  parallel 
with  the  lateral  line,  both  above  and  below;  cheeks  with  6 rows  of  scales; 
nape  with  a band  of  about  3 series  of  moderate  scales;  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  well  scaled;  tubes  of  lateral  line  Avell  branched.  Dorsal  spines  mod- 
erate, the  longest  2f  in  head;  soft  dorsal  rather  low  and  short;  caudal 
rather  deeply  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  1^  iu  head;  anal  low,  its  longest  rays 
2J  in  head;  anal  spines  graduated,  the  second  spine  shorter  and  stouter 
3030 3 
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than  third,  about  5^  in  head;  pectoral  long  and  falcate,  1^  in  head;  ven- 
trals  If.  Color,  in  spirits,  dark  brown;  somewhat  paler  below;  center  of 
each  scale  yellowish-silvery,  these  forming  conspicuous  continuous  silvery 
streaks  along  the  hack  and  sides,  most  distinct  near  the  middle  of  the 
body;  fins  grayish,  rather  pale;  membrane  of  soft  dorsal  dusky;  ventrals 
dusky  at  tips;  young  with  pale  crosshands  formed  by  enlargement  of  the 
silvery  spots  in  certain  regions.  In  life,  dark  green,  the  dark  stripes  on 
sides  dark  brown,  the  interspaces  yellowish- white;  belly  coppery-red, 
some  bluish  on  cheeks;  pectoral  maroon  red;  ventrals  salmon-red,  the  first 
ray  white ; anal  creamy-red ; caudal  dark  red,  blackish  towards  tip ; dorsal 
dusky;  throat  silvery.  Described  from  a specimen  from  Mazatlan  16 
inches  in  length.  Length  2 feet.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  gen- 
erally common ; a handsome  fish  looking  quite  unlike  the  others.  There 
is,  however,  no  difterence  of  importance  in  the  structure  of  the  skull. 
The  squamation  is  very  similar  to  that  of  OrtJiostoechus.  (aratus,  plowed, 
for  its  striped  coloration.) 

Mesoprion  aratus.  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.  1864,  145,  Panama;  Chiapas. 
Lutjanus  aratus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1881,  355;  Jordan  & Swain, 

1.  c.,  460;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  451;  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 

Sci.  1895,  457. 


526.  RABIRUBIA,  Jordan  & Fesler. 

Rabirubia,  Jordan  & Fesler,  Eept.  F.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1889  (1893),  438  (inermis). 

This  genus  is  closely  allied  to  Ocyurus,  having,  as  in  the  latter  genus, 
the  long  fronto-occipital  crest  continued  forward  along  the  top  of  the  head 
to  the  nostrils.  Parietal  crest  extending  to  above  eye,  coalescing  with 
the  orbital  rim.  The  body  is  rather  elongate,  the  anal  fin  long  and  low, 
and  the  gill  rakers  are  few  and  short.  One  species  known.  {Rabirubia, 
Spanish  name  of  Ocyurus  chrysurus.) 

1649.  RABIKUBIA  IXERMIS  (Peters). 

Head  3 in  length ; depth  3^ ; lateral  line  with  50  tubes ; scales  53.  D.  X, 
13;  A.  111,11.  Body  slender  and  fusiform,  not  strongly  compressed,  the 
back  not  elevated ; snout  very  pointed ; mouth  unusually  small,  the  maxil- 
lary in  head,  reaching  to  front  of  pupil ; eye  very  large,  about  4 in 
head.  Band  of  vomerine  teeth  slightly  produced  backward  on  the  median 
line;  teeth  on  tongue  well  developed ; canine  teeth  unusually  small  and 
slender,  2 in  upper  jaw  and  3 or  4 on  each  side  of  lower.  Nostrils  well 
separated,  siibequal,  the  posterior  oblong,  the  anterior  round.  Preorbital 
I depth  of  eye;  preopercle  not  serrate,  scarcely  notched  behind;  temporal 
region  with  a band  of  large  scales,  on  each  side  of  which  are  small  scales; 
scales  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  very  oblique  series,  which  are  not 
parallel  with  the  lateral  line.  Pectoral  fins  very  short,  reaching  little  past 
tips  of  ventrals.  If  in  head;  dorsal  spines  very  slender;  second  anal  spine 
longer  than  third,  very  small,  7 in  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  low,  scaly; 
caudal  fin  rather  deeply  forked,  the  middle  rays  not  half  the  length  of  the 
outer,,  which  are  1^  in  head.  Color  in  spirits,  dusky  brown  above,  pale 
below,  with  distinct  dark  stripes,  those  below  parallel  with  the  lateral 
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line,  those  above  very  oblique;  these  stripes  extend  along  the  edges  of 
the  rows  of  scales,  the  middle  of  each  scale  being  whitish  or  silvery,  its 
base  dusky,  a brown  blotch  about  base  of  pectoral.  Mazatlan  to  Panama ; 
only  2 specimens  known ; 1 is  in  the  museum  at  Berlin  from  Mazatlan, 
from  which  specimen  the  above  description  was  taken;  the  other  was 
taken  by  the  Albatross  at  Panama.  It  is  quite  unlike  any  other  American 
species,  {inermis,  unarmed.) 

Mesoprion  inermis,  Peters,  Berliner  Monatsber.  1869,  705,  Mazatlan. 

Lutjanus  inermis,  Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1883,  285  j Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  459; 

Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,  181 ; Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  451. 
Rdbirubia  inermis,  Jordan,  Fishes  Sinaloa,  457,  pi.  39. 


527.  OCYURUS,  Gill. 

(Rabirubias.) 

Ocyurus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 236  (chrysnrus). 

This  genus  is  allied  to  Xeomcenis,  from  which  it  difl'ers  notably  in  the 
structure  of  the  skull,  especially  in  the  forward  extension  of  the  fronto- 
occipital  crest  to  the  ethmoidal  projection;  the  prefrontals  with  posterior 
areas  short  and  excavated  above  and  in  front.  The  single  species  shows 
numerous  minor  peculiarities,  asjthe  peculiar  form  of  the  body,  the  large, 
well-forked  caudal  fin,  the  small  head,  as  well  as  an  increased  number  of 
gill  rakers,  and  the  presence  (in  the  adult)  of  pterygoid  teeth.  {coKV<i, 
swift;  oi)/3d,  tail. ) 


1650.  OCYURUS  CHUYSURUS  (Bloch). 

(YeLLOW-TAIL;  RABIRUBIA.) 

Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  X,  13;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  7-6.5-15,  51  pores.  Body 
elliptical,  comparatively  elongate,  the  back  little  elevated,  the  profile 
straight  from  the  tip  of  the  snout  to  the  nape,  thence  rather  strongly 
arched;  caudal  peduncle  long  and  slender;  snout  pointed,  of  moderate 
length,  3 in  head;  eye  small,  5 in  head;  interorbital  space  very  convex, 
with  a sharp  median  keel,  4 in  head ; preorbital  narrow,  its  least  width 
6|  in  head.  Mouth  small,  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  projecting;  maxillary 
reaching  very  slightly  beyond  front  of  orbit,  2^  in  head;  upper  jaw  with 
a narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a single  series  of 
larger  teeth,  5 or  6 of  those  in  front  being  somewhat  caninelike,  but  small; 
lower  jaw  with  a single  series  of  moderately  strong  teeth,  none  of  them 
large  enough  to  be  called  canines ; tongue  with  a large,  oval  patch  of  teeth, 
in  front  of  which  is  a smaller  but  similar  patch ; teeth  on  vomer  forming  a 
broadly  arrow-shaped  patch,  with  a backward  prolongation  on  the  median 
line,  which  is  nearly  twice  the  width  of  the  patch;  a narrow  band  of 
pterygoid  teeth  behind  the  patch  on  the  vomer,  this  not  evident  in  young 
examples.  Gill  rakers  rather  long  and  slender,  the  longest  about  ^ diam- 
eter of  eye,  about  8-f-21,  none  of  them  rudimentary.  Preopercle  with  its 
posterior  margin  almost  vertical,  with  a slight,  but  distinct  emargination 
above  the  angle;  serrations  of  preopercle  very  feeble,  the  teeth  at  the 
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angle  scarcely  enlarged;  nostrils  well  separated,  the  posterior  slitlike; 
scales  small,  those  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  very  oblique  series,  those 
below  in  rows  nearlj^  horizontal;  cheeks  with  5 or  6 rows  of  scales,  about 
two  rows  on  iuteropercle ; temporal  region  with  2 or  3 series  of  large 
scales  before  and  behind  which  are  many  small  scales;  top  of  head, 
snout,  and  jaws  naked;  bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly.  Dorsal  spines 
rather  long  and  slender,  the  fin  not  deeply  emarginate,  fifth  spine  longest, 
2|  in  head;  tenth  spine  3|;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  similar,  their  margins 
nearly  straight,  the  last  rays  slightly  shortened,  median  rays  about  3 in 
head;  caudal  fin  long,  very  deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  longest,  3 
times  as  long  as  middle  rays,  which  are  2^  in  head;  pectorals  long  and 
slender,  reaching  vent,  in  head;  ventrals  in  head;  anal  spines  rather 
weak,  the  third  ^ longer  than  second,  4 in  head.  Color  in  life  olivaceous 
above,  rather  pale,  and  somewhat  violet  tinged;  a number  of  large,  irregu- 
lar deep  yellow  blotches  on  sides  of  back ; a deep  yellow  stripe  from  tip 
of  snout  straight  through  eye  to  caudal  peduncle,  there  broadening  and 
including  all  of  tail  above  lateral  line  and  behind  dorsal  fin;  above  this  a 
pearly-purplish  area;  below  it  a flesh-colored  or  rosy  area  or  band,  2 scales 
broad,  then  a succession  of  about  16  narrow  streaks  alternating  flesh- 
color  and  yellow,  growing  fainter  progressively  below;  the  yellow  on 
the  edges  of  the  scales,  the  reddish  on  their  middles;  iris  fiery  red;  lower 
parts  of  head  flesh- color  with  some  yellow  spots ; maxillary  mostly  yellow  ; 
caudal  deep  yellow,  its  edges  reddish;  dorsal  chiefly  yellow;  anal  faintly 
yellow;  ventrals  and  pectorals  translucent.  In  spirits,  all  the  markings 
fade,  leaving  the  fins  yellowish,  the  upper  parts  grayish,  the  lower  rosy- 
silvery.  Length  2 feet.  West  Indies,  and  from  southern  Florida  to  Brazil ; 
very  abundant  at  Key  AVest  where  it  is  known  as  ‘^yellow-tail.^’  In  Cuba, 
next  to  N.  analis  and  X.  synagris,  the  commonest  of  the  snappers.  One  of 
the  handsomest  of  the  snappers ; here  described  from  a Key  AVest  specimen. 
{Xpvd6<^,  gold;  ovpd,  tail.) 

Acara  pitamba,  Maecgrave,  Hist.  Brasil.,  155, 1648,  Brazil. 

Rabirubia,  Parra,  liescr.  Dif.  Piezas,  Hist.  Nat.,  pi.  20.  fig.  1, 1787',  Cuba. 

Spams  chrysur us,  Bloch,  Ichth.,  pi.  262,  1790,  Brazil;  after  Marcgrave. 

AntMas  rabirubia, 'Qi^oCYi  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  309, 1801,  Cuba;  after  Parra. 
Spams  semiluna,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  141,  1803,  Martinique;  on  a copy  of  a 
drawing  by  Plumier. 

Mesoprion  aurovittatus,  Agassiz,  Spix,  Pise.  Brasil.,  pi.  66,  1829,  Brazil. 

Ocyums  rijgersmoei,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1871,  468,  fig.  4,  St.  Kitts. 

Mesoprion  chrysumt,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist. Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  459, 1828;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  1, 186. 

Ocyums  chrysurus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  295,  1868;  Jordan  & Swain,  l.c.,  461;  Jordan,  l.c., 
319;  Jordan  & Fesler,  l.c.,  452. 

Ocyums  aurovittatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  295, 1868. 

Lutjanus  chrysurus,  Vaillant,  Miss.  Sci.  an  Mexique,  133,  pi.  5, 1875. 

Ltitjanus  melanurus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Sjmopsis,  548,  1883;  not  type. 

528.  RHOMBOPLITES,  Gill. 

Rhomboplites,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  237  (aurorubens) . 

This  genus  differs  from  Xeoma’nis  chiefly  in  the  character  of  the  cranium. 
Prefrontals  with  the  articular  facets  developed  from  simple  tubercles  and 
not  V-shaped,  the  posterior  areas  cribriform;  basi-sphenoid  not  lobiger- 
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ous;  pteryigoid  with  a broad  patch  of  teeth  (in  adult);  hyoid  bones  and 
tongue  with  teeth ; canines  very  small  or  obsolete ; dorsal  spines  12,  the 
soft  rays  10  or  11 ; gill  rakers  slender  and  numerous. 

This  genus  is  closely  allied  to  Neomoenis,  but  the  cranial  peculiarities  and 
extension  of  the  villiform  teeth  over  the  pterygoid  and  hyoid  bones  well 
warrant  generic  separation.  The  form  of  the  vomerine  patch  of  teeth  is 
also  somewhat  peculiar.  But  one  species  is  known.  (p6juj3o<,  rhomb; 
OTtXiTT]^,  armed;  from  the  form  of  the  vomerine  patch  of  teeth.) 

1661.  RHOMBOPLITES  AURORUBEXS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Cagon  de  lo  Alto.) 

Head  3^;  depth  3^.  D.  XII,  11;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  (7)  10-72-19,  50  pores. 
Body  elongate,  irregularly  elliptical,  the  back  not  greatly  elevated,  high- 
est at  the  nape;  profile  regularly  and  strongly  convex  from  above  eye  to 
spinous  dorsal ; snout  rather  short  and  bluntish,  3,^  in  head,  its  upper  pro- 
file straight  and  steep;  eye  very  large,  3|  in  head;  interorbital  space  very 
convex,  3|  in  head;  jireorbital  narrow,  its  least  width  in  head;  mouth 
small,  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  somewhat  projecting;  maxillary  scaleless, 
reaching  front  of  orbit,  2f  in  head.  Upper  jaw  with  a broad  band  of  villi- 
form teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a row  of  enlarged  but  comparatively  small 
teeth;  no  canines;  lower  jaw  with  one  series  somewhat  stronger  than  outer 
teeth  of  upper  jaw;  inside  of  these  is  a rather  broad  villiform  band  of 
teeth  in  front  of  jaw  only;  tongue  with  a very  broad  irregularly  ovate 
patch  of  teeth,  its  width  almost  as  great  as  width  of  tongue,  1|  in  its 
length  ; in  front  of  this  patch  is  a large  roundish  patch  of  teeth ; an  oblong 
patch  of  teeth  on  the  hyoid  bone;  vomer  with  a rhomboid  (C>-shaped) 
patch  of  teeth,  forming  almost  a right  angle  in  front,  with  a broadly 
wedge-shaped  backward  prolongation  on  the  niedian  line,  its  length  about 
twice  its  width;  palatine  band  of  teeth  very  wide;  pterygoids  with  a 
large  patch  of  teeth,  these  teeth  undeveloped  and  covered  by  skin  in  young 
examples.  Gill  rakers  numerous,  the  longest  about  ^ diameter  of  eye, 
about  6-|-21.  Preopercle  with  posterior  margin  almost  straight  and 
vertical,  slightly  emarginate,  weakly  serrate  above,  the  teeth  coarser  at 
the  angle  and  on  lower  border.  Posterior  nostril  larger,  nearly  round. 
Scales  very  small,  the  rows  above  the  lateral  line  running  upward  and 
backward,  the  rows  below  rather  wavy,  almost  horizontal ; temporal  region 
covered  with  small  partially  embedded  scales,  in  4 or  5 rows;  cheeks  Avith 
7 rows  of  scales;  4 rows  on  interopercle,  3 rows  on  subopercle,  and  7 on 
opercle;  snout,  preorbital  and  jaws  naked;  top  of  head  scaly  to  near  mid- 
dle of  eye ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  but  few  scales  at  base.  Dorsal  spines 
long  and  slender,  the  fourth  spine  longest,  2i  in  head,  the  length  of  the 
spines  thence  gradually  decreasing  to  twelfth  spine,  which  is  3^  in  head; 
margin  of  soft  dorsal  truncate,  its  rays  of  subequal  length,  4 in  head,  last  ray 
slightly  shorter ; caudal  deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  longer  than  lower, 
its  length  If  times  middle  rays,  Avhich  are  2 in  head ; upper  lobe  of  caudal 
scarcely  shorter  than  head;  anal  similar  to  soft  dorsal,  its  rays  3 in  head  ; 
second  anal  spine  shorter  than  third,  4 in  head;  ventrals  14  in  head;  pec- 
torals somewhat  falcate,  reaching  opposite  vent,  If  in  head.  Color  in  life. 


1278 


Bjilletin  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


vermiliou;  paler  below;  faint  brown  lines  running  obliquely  forward  and 
downward  from  dorsal  along  the  rows  of  scales ; sides  with  narrow  sinuous 
streaks  of  golden  yellow,  some  of  them  longitudinal,  others  oblique;  dor- 
sal rosy,  its  margin  chiefly  orange;  anal  pale  at  base,  rosy  at  extremity; 
pectorals  yellowish,  ventrals  rosy,  caudal  vermilion;  iris  vermilion-red; 
inside  of  mouth  dusky.  The  bright  colors  grow  faint  or  disappear  in 
spirits.  Length  about  a foot;  here  described  from  a specimen  from 
Havana.  West  Indies,  north  to  Charleston,  south  to  Rio  Janeiro;  not 
uncommon  in  deep  waters  as  far  north  as  Charleston  and  Pensacola. 
Specimens  from  the  coast  of  Carolina  are  somewhat  deeper  than  those  from 
Cuba,  and  with  the  yellow  streaks  more  pronounced,  becoming  dark  brown 
in  spirits.  One  of  these,  in  the  U.  S.  National  Museum,  has  13  dorsal 
spines.  It  is  not,  however,  otherwise  essentially  difterent.  {aureus, 
golden;  ruhens,  reddish.) 

Centropristis  aurorubens,  CuviEE  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  in,  45,  1829,  Brazil, 
Martinique,  San  Domingo. 

Mesoprion  elegans,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  153,  1860,  Cuba. 

Aprion  ariommws,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat,  Mus.  1883,  142,  Pensacola;  young 
with  pterygoid  teeth  undeveloped. 

Mesoprion  aurorubens,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  207. 

Rhomboplites  aurorubens,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  236;  Jordan  <fe  Feslee, 
I.C.,  454. 

Rhomboplites  elegans,  PoEY,  Eepertorio,  ii,  158,  1868. 

Lutjanus  aurorubens,  Vaillant  & Bocourt,  Miss.  Sci.  au  Mexique,  117,  1877;  Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  549. 

529.  APSILUS,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

(Arnillos.) 

Apsilus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  548,  1830  {/uscus,  an  East  Indian 
species) . 

Tropidinius  (Gill,  MS.)  Poey,  Synopsis,  296,  1868  {arnillo  = dentatus) . 

This  very  distinct  genus  has  essentially  the  cranial  structure  of  Rhom- 
hoplites,  with  the  scaleless  flns,  peculiar  squamation,  and  dentition  of 
Aprion.  The  prefrontals  have  the  posterior  areas  solid  and  somewhat 
tumid ; there  are  no  teeth  on  the  pterygoids,  tongue,  or  hyoid  bones.  The 
dorsal  fln  is  short  and  scaleless,  {a,  privative;  xpiXoi,  bare  or  bald;  the 
meaning  not  evident.  Our  species  representing  the  subgenus  Tropidinius, 
difi’ers  from  Apsilus  f uscus  chiefly  in  the  deeper  body  and  larger  head.) 

Subgenus  TROPIDINIUS,  Gill.* 

1652.  APSILUS  DENTATUS,  Guichenot. 

(Arnillo.) 

Head  3;  depth  24.  D.  X,  10;  A.  Ill,  8.  Scales  7-60-16,  60  pores.  Body 
rather  deep,  oblong,  elliptical,  compressed,  the  back  somewhat  elevated ; 
profile  from  snout  to  nape  little  convex,  the  nape  strongly  keeled  and 
considerably  convex ; snout  rather  short  and  blunt,  3^  in  head ; eye  large. 


rpoTTis  keel;  Iviov,  nape. 
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3^  in  head;  interorbital  space  convex,  in  head,  its  median  line  becom- 
ing on  the  occiput  a sharp  keel ; preorbital  very  narrow,  7f  in  head ; month 
small;  maxillary  broad,  almost  reaching  pupil,  2^  in  head;  upper  jaw  with 
a narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a series  of  larger, 
which  are  scarcely  large  enough  to  be  called  canines;  lower  jaw  with  a 
single  series  of  small  teeth,  about  6 of  those  in  front  larger,  scarcely 
caninelike,  similar  to  the  larger  teeth  of  upper  jaw;  inside  of  this  series 
is  a comparatively  wide  band  of  villiform  teeth  in  front  of  jaw  only; 
tongue  without  teeth ; vomer  with  a A-shaped  patch  of  teeth,  without  back- 
ward prolongation  on  median  line.  Gill  rakers  numerous,  the  longest 

1 diameter  of  eye,  about  17  on  lower  half  of  arch.  Preopercle  with  its 
posterior  margin  nearly  vertical,  very  slightly  eniarginate,  scarcely  ser- 
rate except  at  angle,  where  the  teeth  are  quite  small.  Scales  rather  small, 
V(u  y regularly  arranged,  the  rows  running  parallel  with  the  lateral  line  both 
above  and  below ; 7 rows  on  cheek,  the  scales  of  uj)x>er  row  little  enlarged ; 

2 rows  on  interopercle,  1|  on  subopercle,  6 on  opercle;  temporal  region 
with  four  rows  of  moderate  scales;  top  of  head,  snout,  and  jaws  naked; 
bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless.  Dorsal  lin  not  strongly  emarginate, 
the  spines  rather  slender,  the  outline  of  the  fin  rather  strongly  convex, 
fourth  spine  longest,  2.1  in  head,  tenth  spine  3J  in  head ; margin  of  soft 
dorsal  gently  rounded,  the  middle  rays  little  longer  than  first  rays,  2f  in 
head;  last  ray  not  shorter  than  middle  rays;  caudal  deeply  forked,  the 
upper  lobe  slightly  longer  than  lower,  2i  length  of  middle  rays,  which 
are  2jr  in  head ; upper  lobe  about  as  long  as  head ; margin  of  anal  nearly 
straight,  the  rays  about  of  equal  length,  except  the  last,  which  is  some- 
what produced,  2^  in  head ; first  ray  reaching  about  to  base  of  last  ray, 
when  the  fin  is  d(‘.pres8ed ; anal  spines  rather  wxak,  the  third  rather  longest, 

3 in  head;  ventrals  1|  in  head;  pectorals  somewhat  falcate,  reaching  first 
soft  ray  of  anal,  about  as  long  as  head.  Color  in  life,  dusky  violet,  paler 
below ; mouth  within  and  fins  all  similar  in  hue,  the  anal  and  ventrals  with 
blackish  tips;  soft  dorsal  with  some  olive  shades,  the  edge  grayish.  In 
spirits,  nearly  uniform  dusky  gray,  paler  below.  Length  1 foot.  West 
Indies.  This  beautiful  little  fish  is  rather  common  in  the  markets  of 
Havana,  from  which  locality  came  the  specimen  here  described,  (dentatus, 
toothed,  the  name  not  characteristic.) 

yl/jsiZtts  Guichenot,  in  Kamon  de  la  Sagra,  Hist.  Cuba,  Poiss.,  29,  pi.  ],  tig.  2, 

1845,  Havana  ; Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  455. 

Mesoprion  arnillo,  Poey,  Meiuorias,  ii,  154,  1860,  Cuba. 

Mesoprion  dentatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  188,  1859. 

Tropidinius  arnillo,  Poey,  Synopsis,  296,  1868. 

Lutjanus  arnilliis.  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.  1869,  470. 

Tropidinius  J ordan  & Swain,  l.  c.,  466. 

530.  APRION,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Aprion,  CuviER  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  543, 1830  (virescens). 

? Ghcetopterus,  Temminck  A Schlegel,  Fauna  Japonica,  Poiss.,  78, 1850  (dubius). 
Pristipomoides,  Bleeker,  Natuurk.  Tijelschr.  Nederl.  Ind.,  ill,  1852,  574  (typus). 

Platyinius,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1863,  237  {vorax  — macrophthalmus) . 

7 Sparopsis,  Kner,  Fische  Mus.  Godeflroy,  303, 1868  (elongatus). 
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Body  oblong  or  rather  elongate,  compressed ; scales  large ; month  rather 
small,  the  canines  inconspicuous;  no  teeth  on  tongue;  dorsal  fin  rather 
short,  the  soft  part  not  scaly,  the  fin  not  notched;  skull  essentially  as  in 
EleVis,  the  interorbital  area  flat,  separated  by  a tranverse  line  of  demarca- 
tion from  the  occipital,  by  which  the  median  as  well  as  the  lateral  crests 
are  limited;  frontals  wide  in  front,  and  not  cavernous;  supraorbital  mar- 
gin crenate;  periotic  region  much  swollen  outward  and  with  the  bones 
tbin  and  polished;  preorbital  moderate;  frontals  behind  with  fuunel- 
shaped  foramina.  Aprion  has  essentially  the  form  of  Xeomxvnis,  with  the 
skull  of  EieVis.  The  American  species  is  the  type  of  the  subgenus 
Platyiuius,  which  agrees  with  Aprion  virescens  in  the  form  of  the  skull, 
diftering  chiefly  in  the  specific  characters  of  deeper  body,  weaker  teeth, 
and  narrower  preorbital,  (a,  without;  Ttpicov,  saw.) 

Subgenus  PLATYINIUS,*  Gill. 

1653.  APRIOX  IIACKOPHTHALMUS  (Muller  & TroscLel). 

(VORAZ.) 

Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  X,  11;  A.  Ill,  8,  scales  7-60-15,  52  pores.  Body 
oblong-elliptical,  moderately  compressed;  the  back  not  greatly  elevated; 
profile  convex  anteriorly,  almost  straight  above  eye ; the  nape  again  con- 
vex, its  keel  low  and  placed  well  back;  snout  rather  blunt,  3f  in  head; 
eye  large,  3|  in  head;  interorbital  space  broad  and  flat,  4 in  head;  pre- 
orbital narrow,  74  in  head;  mouth  small,  oblique;  lower  jaw  slightly 
IMojecting;  maxillary  about  reaching  middle  of  eye,  2^  in  head.  Upper 
jaw  with  a narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth,  outside  of  which  is  a row  of 
larger  teeth,  the  canines  in  front  little  difterentiated ; lower  jaw  with  a 
single  series  of  rather  large  teeth,  scarcely  large  enough  to  be  called 
canines ; inside  of  this  series  is  a comparatively  wide  band  of  villiform 
teeth  in  front  of  jaw  only;  a few  larger  teeth  among  the  villiform  teeth; 
tongue  without  teeth;  vomer  with  a rather  narrow  A-shaped  patch  of 
teeth,  without  backward  prolongation  on  median  line.  Gill  rakers 
numerous,  the  longest  about  f diameter  of  eye,  about  5 + 15.  Preopercle 
with  posterior  margin  almost  straight  and  vertical,  without  emargination, 
very  finely  serrate  above,  the  teeth  coarser  on  angle  and  lower  limb. 
Scales  rather  small,  regularly  arranged,  the  rows  running  parallel  with 
the  lateral  line  both  above  and  below  it;  7 rows  of  scales  on  the  cheek, 
the  scales  of  upper  row  not  greatly  enlarged,  two  rows  on  interopercle 
and  8 on  opercle;  temporal  region  with  about  4 rows  of  large  scales;  top 
of  head,  snout,  and  jaws  naked;  base  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless. 
Dorsal  little  emarginate,  the  spines  rather  slender,  the  outline  of  the  fin 
moderately  convex,  third  spine  longest,  2|  in  head,  tenth  spine  3 in  head; 
margin  of  soft  dorsal  nearly  straight,  the  first  soft  ray  3 in  head,  last  ray 
exserted,  2 in  head;  caudal  well  forked,  the  upper  lobe  slightly  longer 
than  lower,  2f  length  of  middle  rays,  which  are  3 in  head;  margin  of  anal 
similar  to  spinous  dorsal,  the  last  ray  filamentous,  24  in  head ; anal  spines 
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rather  slender,  the  third  slightly  longer  than  second,  3^  in  head;  ventrals 
1^  in  head;  pectorals  long  and  pointed,  reaching  to  first  soft  ray  of  anal, 
1-fV  in  head.  Color  in  life,  rosy  red  with  silvery  luster,  quite  silvery  below ; 
faint  pearly  markings  on  scales  of  upper  parts,  these  forming  a decided 
stripe  along  base  of  dorsal ; head  all  rosy,  darker  above ; iris  silvery ; 
month  white  within ; sides  with  pearly  spots,  faint  and  diffuse,  irregu- 
larly scattered,  each  about  as  large  as  a scale ; base  of  dorsal  yellowish- 
olive,  its  edge  scarlet,  the  fin  otherwise  rosy;  caudal  rosy,  becoming 
scarlet  behind ; pectorals,  ventrals,  and  anal  slightly  rosy.  In  spirits  the 
bright  colors  all  fade,  leaving  irregular  pearly  markings  on  a silvery 
ground.  AVest  Indies,  generally  common;  the  specimens  here  described 
from  Havana,  where  it  is  rather  common  in  the  markets.  (yUorK/ad?,  large; 
otpbaXfxo'i,  eye.) 

* Centropristis  macrophthalmus,  Muller  &.  Troschel  in  Schomburgk,  Hist.  Barbados, 
666,  1848,  Barbados ; young. 

Metoprion  vorax,  Poey,  Memorias,  li,  151,  I860,  Cuba. 

Flatyinms  vorax,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  237. 

Elastoma  macrophthalmus,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Philo.s.  Soc.  1869, 468. 

Aprion  macrophthalmus,  Jordan  A Swain,  1.  c.,  467;  Jordan  A Fesler,  1.  c.,  456. 

531.  ETELIS,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Etelis,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  127,  1828  (carbunculus,  a Japanese 
species). 

Elastoma,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fishes,  ii,  168,  202, 1839  (oculatus). 

Hesperanthias,  Lowe,  Fishes  of  Madeira,  14, 1843  (oculatus). 

Macrops,  Dumeril,  Ichth.  Analytique,  279, 1856  (oculatus). 

Body  elongate,  covered  with  large  scales;  eye  very  large;  preorbital 
very  narrow ; mouth  moderate,  the  lower  jaw  projecting;  canines  in  upper 
jaw  only;  no  teeth  on  tongue  or  pterygoids;  gill  rakers  long  and  slender. 
Dorsal  fin  deeply  notched,  rather  short,  its  spines  10  in  number,  its  soft 
rays  not  scaly;  caudal  very  deeply  forked;  head  naked  above,  skull  with 
the  interorbital  area  flat,  separated  from  the  occipital  area  by  a transverse 
line,  limiting  the  median  and  lateral  crests,  also;  frontals  wide  in  front, 
not  cavernous,  simply  normally  perforate* ; supraorbital  margins  crenate; 
periotic  region  little  convex  and  with  the  bones  thick,  unpolished;  pre- 
frontals  behind,  with  funnel-shaped  foramina.  The  relationships  of  this 
genus  have  been  repeatedly  misunderstood,  but,  as  Gill  has  shown,  it 
belongs  in  the  Lntiamdw  and  has  no  special  affinity  with  Anthias,  Perea, 
or  Serranus  t The  synonymy  and  relations  of  this  interesting  genus  have 
been  well  discussed  by  Dr.  Gill  in  the  pajier  above  cited.  In  spite  of 
the  difl’ereuce  in  the  form  of  its  dorsal,  the  relations  of  Etelis  with  Aprion 

* According  to  Poey  the  Centropristis  macrophthalmus  of  Muller  A Troschel  was  based 
on  the  young  of  this  species ; if  .so,  the  latter  name  has  the  right  of  priority.  This  species 
agrees  closely  with  the  descriptions  of  Aprio7i  filamentosus  (Cuvier  A Valenciennes)  from 
the  islands  east  of  Africa,  hut  it  would  he  premature  to  unite  2 species  from  such 
Avidely  separated  localities  without  an  actual  comparison  of  specimens.  I)r.  Klunzinger 
regards  the  2 species  as  identical.  According  to  his  account,  however,  A.  filamentosus 
is  a slenderer  fish,  the  depth  4^  in  the  total  length  (3J  in  A.  macrophthalmus) , and  the  scales 
are  7-55-14,  the  caudal  more  deeply  forked,  the  lobes  3 times  the  middle  rays  (2§  times  in 
ours). 

t See  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  447,  for  a discussion  of  the  affinities  of  Etelis. 
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are  very  close.  The  skulls  in  the  two  are  almost  identical,  as  has  already 
been  noticed  by  Poey  and  Gill.  etelis,  a name  used  by  Aristotle 

for  some  fish  not  now  recognized.) 

a.  Maxillary  scaly;  depth  3|  in  length.  oculatus,  1654. 

aa.  Maxillary  naked ; depth  2g  in  length.  aquilionaris,  1655. 

1654.  ETELIS  OCULATUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Cachucho.) 

Head  3^;  depth  3^.  D.  X,  11;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  5-53-12,  50  pores.  Body 
elongate,  somewhat  fusiform,  moderately  compressed ; the  back  moderately 
elevated ; caudal  peduncle  long  and  very  slender ; profile  convex  on  snout, 
thence  straightish  to  occiput;  the  nape  low,  not  keeled;  snout  short, 
rather  pointed,  3§  in  head;  eye  very  large,  3 in  head;  preorbital  very 
narrow,  its  least  width  14  in  head.  Mouth  moderate,  oblique,  the  lower 
jaw  projecting;  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye,  in  head,  its  surface 
scaly;  iuterorbital  space  slightly  concave,  4 in  head,  the  supraorbital 
ridges  prominent.  Upper  jaw  with  a narrow  band  of  villiform  teeth, 
outside  of  which  is  a row  of  moderate  teeth,  the  two  canines  (sometimes 
duplicated)  in  front  very  sharp  and  projecting  forward  and  downward, 
their  length  about  3 in  diameter  of  pupil;  lower  jaw  with  villiform  teeth 
in  front  of  jaw  only,  the  larger  teeth  of  the  outer  row  smaller  and  more 
numerous  than  in  the  upper  jaw ; canines  of  lower  jaw  not  differentiated ; 
tongue  without  teeth ; vomer  with  a narrow  A-shaped  patch  of  teeth, 
bluntish  in  front  and  without  backward  prolongation  on  median  line;  no 
teeth  on  hyoid  or  pterygoid  bones.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  their 
length  about  f diameter  of  eye,  about  12  + 15.  Posterior  margin  of  pre- 
opercle  almost  straight  and  vertical,  scarcely  emarginate,  very  finely  ser- 
rate; the  teeth  a little  coarser  at  the  angle.  Scales  rather  large,  the  rows 
all  running  parallel  with  the  lateral  line ; maxillary  with  about  12  scales ; 
region  behind  eye  well  scaled ; 7 rows  of  scales  on  cheek ; 4 rows  on  inter- 
opercle,  2 on  subopercle,  and  8 on  opercle;  temporal  region  with  about  4 
rows  of  large  scales;  top  of  head  and  snout  naked;  lower  jaw  with  a few 
embedded  scales ; bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless.  Spinous  and  soft 
dorsals  connected;  dorsal  spines  rather  high  and  strong,  the  first  spine 
short,  7 length  of  second  or  longest  spine,  which  is  2 in  head,  the  spines 
thence  becoming  almost  regularly  and  gradually  shorter  to  last  spine, 
which  is  little  longer  than  first  spine;  margin  of  soft  dorsal  straight,  the 
rays  3 in  head,  the  last  ray  slightly  elongate,  its  length  2Ain  head;  anal 
similar  to  soft  dorsal,  its  last  ray  considerably  produced,  its  first  soft  rays 
when  depressed  reaching  little  beyond  base  of  last  ray;  anal  spines 
slender  and  regularly  graduated,  the  third  3f  in  head ; caudal  very  deeply 
forked,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer,  its  length  4 times  length  of  middle 
rays,  which  are  3^  in  head;  upper  lobe  almost  filamentous,  longer  than 
head ; ventrals  1|  in  head ; pectorals  falciform,  reaching  almost  to  anal, 
lA  in  head.  Color  in  life,  brilliant  rose-red ; bases  of  the  scales  deeper ; 
sides  and  belly  abruptly  paler,  rosy;  mouth  reddish  within;  lining  of 
gill  cavity  reddish;  fins  all  rosy;  spinous  dorsal  and  caudal  bright  red, 
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the  other  fins  paler.  In  spirits  these  colors  fade,  the  fish  becoming-  rosy 
white.  Length  2 to  3 feet.  West  Indies  to  Madeira,  not  yet  known  from 
Florida;  in  rather  deep  water;  generally  common  on  rocky  bottoms.  The 
specimens  here  described  from  Havana.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
fishes.  A very  similar  species,  E.  carhiinculus  Cuvier  & Valenciennes, 
occurs  in  the  East  Indies  and  north  to  Japan.  As  noticed  by  Temminck 
& Schlegel  and  by  Steindachner,  the  published  descriptions  show  no 
characteristic  by  which  •F.  oculatus  can  be  separated  from  E.  carhun- 
culus.  It  is,  however,  not  safe  to  unite  the  two  until  actual  comparison 
of  examples  can  be  made,  {oculatus,  “eyed,’’  referring  to  the  large  eye.) 

? Etelis  carbunculus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poias.,  ii.  127,  1828,  Seychelles 
Archipelago. 

Herr  anus  oculatus^  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss..  ii,  2C6, 1828,  Martinique. 
Hesperanthias  oculatus,  Lowe,  Fishes  Madeira,  14,  1843. 

Centropristis  oculatus,  MOller  & Troschel  in  Schomburgk,  Hist.  Barbados,  666,  1848. 
Macrops  oculatus,  Dumeril,  Ichth.  Analytique,  279,  1856. 

AntUas  oculatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  92, 1859. 

Etelis  oculatus.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  447;  Jordan  <fc  Swain,  1.  c.,  469; 
Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  457. 

1656.  ETELIS  AQUILOXARIS  (Goode  A Bean). 

A second  American  species  of  this  genus  has  been  indicated  in  the  fol- 
lowing words ; 

A specimen  (Cat.  No.  37346,  U.  S.  N.  M.)  obtained  by  the  Eisk  Hawk  has 
been  misplaced  and  can  not  now  be  fully  described. 

A note  indicates  that  the  length  of  its  head  Avas  equal  to  the  height  of 
its  body,  which  is  contained  2^  times  in  the  total  length  (without  caudal). 
The  diameter  of  the  orbit  is  contained  3^;  times  in  the  head.  The  maxil- 
lary bone  was  naked,  rather  than  scaled  as  in  Etelis  oculatus;  and  the 
scales  numbered  53  in  the  lateral  line,  7 above  and  14  below.  The  radial 
formula  was  I).  X,  11;  A.  Ill,  8.  A small  specimen,  possibly  of  the  same 
species,  was  obtained  by  the  Blake,  off  Dominica,  at  Station  CVI,  in  524 
fathoms;  but  since  this  is  less  than  2 inches  long,  and  the  subject  of  the 
above  note  was  9,  it  is  impossible  to  confirm  the  identification  in  the 
absence  of  the  larger  specimen.  (Goode  & Bean.)  The  larger  number  of 
scales  above  the  lateral  line  would  indicate  that  this  species  is  allied  to 
Etelis  rather  than  to  Anthias,  with  which  it  has  not  much  in  common. 
{aquilonaris,  of  the  north  wind;  northern.) 

Anthias  aquilonaris,  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  238, 1896,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Lat. 
28°  36'  N.,  Long.  85°  33'  30"  W. 

532.  VERILUS,  Poey. 

Yerilus,  Poey,  Meinorias,  ii,  125,  1860  {sordidus). 

Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  caudal  peduncle  short  and  thick  : head 
large,  the  skull  largely  cavernous  and  spongy  in  substance;  eye  very 
large;  preorbital  very  narrow;  mouth  large,  the  chin  projecting;  canines 
moderate;  tongue  and  pterygoids  toothless;  preopercle  with  a nearly 
entire  membranous  edge.  Scales  large.  Dorsal  deeply  divided,  the  spines 
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9,  the  soft  rays  scaly  at  base;  caudal  short,  forked.  Color  dusky  pur- 
plish without,  membranes  black  within.  Interorbital  space  flat,  formed 
as  in  Etelis.  Frontals  cavernous,  with  longitudinal  osseus  bars,  leaving 
interspaces  in  front  of  transverse  ridge  and  on  each  side  near  the  front; 
supraorbital  margins  smooth ; prefrontals  behind  with  simple  foramina  for 
olfactory  nerves.  The  genus  is  technically  close  to  Etelis,  although  the 
single  known  species  is  very  different  from  Etelis  oculatus.  The  cavernous 
character  of  the  skull  is  the  most  striking  feature  of  the  genus  Verilus. 
One  species,  in  very  deep  Avater.  (“  Veril,  a Spanish  word,  meaning  ‘ haut 
de  fond  coup6  a pic,’  apparently  an  allusion  to  the  form  of  the  teeth. 
‘Ne  vous  mettez  pas  en  peine  sur  Torigine  du  nom,  les  meilleurs,  ne  sent 
pag  les  plus  etymologiques,  par  cela  meme  qu’ils  ont  une  signification  rare- 
ment  exclusive.’” — Eoey.) 

1656.  YERILUS  SORDIDUS,  Poey. 

(Escolab  Chino.) 

Head  2f;  depth  3.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  4-43-9,  41  pores.  Body 
oblong,  compressed,  rather  robust ; caudal  peduncle  short  and  thick ; head 
large;  profile  almost  straight  from  snout  to  origin  of  spinous  dorsal,  and 
not  at  all  steep ; snout  very  short  and  blunt,  4 in  head;  eye  very  large,  2^ 
in  head;  interorbital  space  flat,  its  Avidth  4f  in  head;  occipital  keel  very 
loAv;  preorbital  very  narrow,  7 in  eye,  nearly  20  in  head;  maxillary  reach- 
ing middle  of  eye,  2 in  head;  mouth  large,  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  pro- 
jecting; upper  jaw  with  a rather  broad  band  of  villiform  teeth,  the  outer 
row  scarcely  enlarged;  2 moderate  canines  in  front  of  jaw,  curved 
inward;  lower  jaw  Avith  a single  series  of  teeth  on  sides,  this  series 
giAung  place  to  a very  narrow  villiform  band  in  front,  with  2 (some- 
times duplicated)  small  canines  directed  nearly  horizontally  backward ; 
vomer  Avith  a narrowly  V-shaped  patch  of  teeth,  without  backward  pro- 
longation on  median  line;  tongue  and  pterygoids  without  teeth.  Gill 
rakers  numerous,  their  length  almost  half  diameter  of  eye,  17  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  arch,  all  developed.  Preopercle  with  posterior  margin 
weak  and  flexible,  almost  entire,  becoming  somewhat  serrate  at  the  angle 
and  on  lower  limb;  no  distinct  emargination,  but  the  angle  salient,  mem- 
branaceous. Scales  large,  the  rows  horizontal  below  the  lateral  line; 
those  above  rather  irregular,  the  series  running  upward  and  backward ; 
head  scaly  everywhere,  the  scales  generally  smaller  than  on  body;  opercle 
with  3 rows  of  scales,  very  large,  1 row  on  subopercle ; cheeks  with  many 
roAvs  of  scales,  those  in  the  middle  very  small;  1 or  2 rows  on  inter- 
opercle;  bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  somewhat  scaly.  Pseudobranchiie 
large.  Branchiostegals  7.  Spinous  and  soft  dorsals  entirely  separate; 
first  spine  4^  in  second,  which  is  2^  in  head,  the  spines  thence  becoming 
gradually  shorter  to  ninth  spine,  which  about  equals  length  of  first  spine; 
last  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  not  produced ; margin  of  soft  dorsal  slightly 
concave,  the  anterior  rays  longest,  2^  in  head;  anal  similar  to  soft  dorsal, 
its  margin  rather  more  concave,  first  soft  rays  extending  beyond  tips  of 
last  rays,  when  the  fin  is  depressed;  anal  spines  moderate,  the  third 
slightly  longer  than  second,  2f  in  head;  caudal  fin  short,  broad,  moder- 
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ately  forked,  the  upper  lobe  longer,  its  length  scarcely  twice  that  of 
middle  rays,  which  are  2|  in  head;  pectorals  long,  reaching  to  origin  of 
anal,  1^  in  head;  ventrals  If  in  head.  Color  dusky  gray,  slightly  paler 
below;  tips  of  spinous  dorsal  and  ventrals  jet  black,  the  fins  otherwise 
colored  as  the  body;  posterior  edge  of  caudal  dusky;  lining  of  gill  cavity, 
peritoneum,  and  posterior  part  of  mouth  jet  black.  West  Indies,  very 
rarely  taken  in  deep  water  off  the  coast  of  Cuba.  It  has  never  been  seen 
elsewhere.  The  specimen  above  described  was  obtained  in  Havana,  {sor- 
didus,  sordid,  from  the  dull  color,  in  contrast  with  the  brightness  of  Etelis 
oculatus.) 

Yerihis  sordidus,  POEY,  Memorias,  ii,  125,  pi.  12,  fig.  6,  1860,  Cuba ; POEY,  Repertorio,  li, 
157,  1867;  PoEY,  Synopsis,  291,  1868;  Poey,  Enumeratio,  32,  1875;  Jordan  & Fesler, 
1.  c.,  458. 


533.  XENOCYS,  Jordan  & Bollman. 

Xenocys,  JORDAN  <fe  Bollman,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889, 160  (jessice). 

This  genus  is  closely  related  to  Xenistius,  from  which  it  differs  chiefly  in 
having  the  dorsal  fins  entirely  separated,  the  spinous  part  of  9 spines, 
its  base  containing  that  of  soft  dorsal  If  times;  nostrils  smaller  and  closer 
together  than  in  Xenistius ; teeth  smaller;  the  fins  more  densely  scaled 
and  the  occipital  crest  lower.  The  single  species  inhabits  rocky  shores  in 
the  eastern  Pacific  and  is  a fish  of  remarkably  graceful  form. 
strange;  ojxv'i,  swift.) 

1657.  XEXOCYS  JESSLE,  Jordan  & Bollman. 

HeadSf;  depth  3f.  D.  X-I,  13  or  14;  A.  Ill,  10  or  11;  scales  8-51-15. 
Body  narrowly  but  regularly  elliptical,  compressed;  back  little  elevated; 
mouth  rather  large,  somewhat  oblique;  lower  jaw  somewhat  projecting; 
maxillary  rather  broad,  reaching  nearly  to  middle  of  pupil,  in  head; 
eye  large,  its  diameter  greatest  obliquely  downward  and  backward,  equal 
to  snout,  3,f  in  head;  longitudinal  diameter  shorter  than  snout,  3tin  head; 
preorbital  rather  narrow,  its  narrowest  place  2|  in  eye,  its  edge  entire, 
sheathing  the  edge  of  the  maxillary  for  its  whole  length.  Teeth  very 
small,  bands  wider  than  in  Xenistius  calif  or  niensis,  those  on  vomer  in  a 
A-shaped  patch,  but  very  small.  Nostrils  minute,  close  together,  the 
anterior  round,  the  posterior  oblong.  Seme  of  preopercle  at  angle  blunt, 
rather  flat,  none  below,  those  on  ascending  limb  smaller  and  sharper. 
Gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  about  23  below  angle.  Opercle  without 
spines.  Cheeks  and  top  of  head  with  small  scales;  lower  jaw  and  snout 
with  rudimentary  scales;  maxillary  naked;  scales  small,  firm,  ctenoid. 
Dorsal  fins  entirely  separate,  the  interval  between  them  about  f diameter 
of  eye;  dorsal  spines  rather  high,  slender,  and  pungent;  the  first  short, 
the  third  and  fourth  of  equal  length,  2 in  head,  reaching  when  depressed 
to  the  tip  of  eighth ; the  second  f in  third ; soft  dorsal  longer  than  anal, 
its  base  about  ^ of  an  eye’s  diameter  shorter  than  that  of  spinous  dorsal; 
second  anal  spine  noticeably  shorter  than  third,  which  is  almost  4 in  head; 
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longest  soft  ray  2f  in  head ; soft  dorsal,  anal  and  base  of  ventrals  closely 
covered  with  small  scales ; caudal  deeply  forked,  its  peduncle  slender,  its 
upper  lobe  in  head;  pectorals  long,  pointed.  If  in  head;  ventrals  reach- 
ing slightly  more  than  | distance  to  vent,  If  in  head;  axillary  scale  of 
ventrals  well  developed.  Color  grayish-black  above,  silvery  below,  with 
about  7 distinct  black,  straight,  parallel  stripes  on  back  and  sides,  which 
extend  across  opercles  and  cheeks,  those  above  lateral  line  indistinct  in 
old  specimens;  the  upper  stripes  about  as  wide  as  the  interspaces,  the 
lower  narrower;  top  of  head  with  distinct  stripes;  fins  dusky,  except  the 
ventrals.  Length  about  a foot.  Galapagos  Islands;  locally  common; 
a remarkably  graceful  and  active  fish.  (Named  for  Mrs.  Jessie  Knight 
Jordan.) 

Xenoeys  jesaice,  Jordan  <fe  Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,  160,  Charles  Island, 
Galapagos  Archipelago  (Type,  No.  41166,  U.  S.  N.  M.  Coll.  Albatross)-,  Jordan,  Proc. 
Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  220,  pi.  24. 

534.  XENISTIUS,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

Xenistius,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  920,  1883  (calif orniensis) . 

This  genus  is  closely  related  to  Xenichtliys,  but  it  is  remarkably  dis- 
tinguished by  the  relative  development  of  theA^ertical  fins,  the  soft  dorsal 
and  anal  being  similar  to  each  other  and  shorter  than  the  spinous  dorsal. 
One  species  known.  strange;  i6riov,  sail,  dorsal  fin.) 

1668.  XENISTIUS  CALIFORNIENSIS  (Steindachner). 

Head  3 to  3^;  depth  3 to  3^.  D.  XI-1,12;  A.  Ill,  10;  scales,  7-52-13. 
Body  oblong-elliptical,  the  back  a little  elevated;  head  compressed; 
mouth  moderate,  terminal,  very  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  strongly  protrud- 
ing; maxillary  narrow,  reaching  front  of  pupil,  2^  in  head;  eye  large,  3|^ 
to  3|  in  head,  the  eye  smaller  and  the  bones  of  the  head  firmer  than  in 
Xenichthys  xanti;  teeth  small,  sharp,  in  very  narrow  bands,  those  on  vomer 
in  a A-shaped  patch,  but  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  appreciable;  preoper- 
cle  with  fine  sharp  serrse ; nostrils  small,  round.  Gill  rakers  long  and 
slender,  1 1 + 15  to  20 ; scales  small,  firm ; dorsal  fins  almost  separate ; spines 
slender  but  pungent;  third  and  fourth  dorsal  spines  longest.  If  in  head, 
the  others  gradually  shortened;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  similar  to  each  other, 
short,  shorter  than  spinous  dorsal,  the  anterior  rays  much  higher  than  in 
the  species  of  Xenichthys;  first  soft  ray  of  anal  3 in  head;  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  scaly;  pectoral  fins  rather  long,  1^  in  head,  not  reaching  vent;  color 
bluish  above,  silvery  below ; continuous  dark  orange  brown  strijies  on 
upper  part  of  body,  3 above  lateral  line,  3 or  4 below;  upper  fins  dusky, 
lower  mostly  pale.  Length  about  a foot.  Pacific  coast  of  America  from 
San  Diego  southward  to  La  Paz  and  Guayrnas;  rather  common  southward; 
a pretty  and  interesting  fish. 

Xenichthys  calif  orniensis,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitr.age,  iii,  3,  1875,  San  Diego;  Jor- 
dan <fe  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  547. 

Xenistius  calif  orniensis,  Jordan  & Fesler,  Review  Sparoid  Fishes,  460,  1893, 
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535.  XENICHTHYS,  Gill. 

Xenichthys,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863, 82  (xanti). 

Body  elongate,  subfusiform,  compressed;  head  conic,  little  compressed; 
eyes  large,  anterior;  preorbital  narrow,  oblique;  preopercle  serrate; 
mouth  small,  very  oblique;  chin  much  projecting,  a pore  on  each  side  of 
the  symphysis;  teeth  very  small,  recurved,  in  narrow  bands  in  each  jaw; 
vomer  with  a rhomboid  patch  of  very  minute  teeth;  palatines  and  tongue 
nearly  or  quite  toothless;  branchiostegals  7.  Scales  small,  firm,  ctenoid. 
Dorsal  fins  nearly  separate,  the  spines,  10  in  number,  slender  but  rigid, 
received  in  a groove;  anal  with  3 graduated  spines ; soft  dorsal  and  anal 
long,  low,  each  with  about  18  soft  rays,  longer  than  the  spinous  dorsal; 
caudal  emarginate ; axillary  scale  present.  Two  species.  Eastern  Pacific. 
($svos,  strange;  ixOvi,  fish.) 

a.  Pectoral  fin  falcate,  about  as  long  as  head  and  reaching  to  front  of  anal  fin ; color 
nearlj*  plain  sil  very.  agassizii,  1659. 

aa.  Pectoral  fin  short,  1^  in  head,  and  not  reaching  nearly  to  vent;  color  silvery  with 
faint  longitudinal  streaks.  xanti,  1660. 

1659.  XENICHTHYS  .4GASSIZII,  Steindachner. 

Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  XI-I,  17  or  18;  A.  Ill,  17 ; scales  .56.  Pectoral  fin 
falcate,  about  as  long  as  the  head,  and  reaching  to  front  of  anal  fin;  eye 
very  large,  2^  in  head;  snout  broad  and  flat;  mouth  oblique,  the  maxil- 
lary in  head;  teeth  quite  small,  those  on  vomer  scarcely  developed; 
noneon  palatines  or  tongue;  lower  jaw  much  projecting;  preopercle  very 
finely  serrulate.  Gill  rakers  slender  and  rather  long,  X + 17 ; nostrils 
small,  oblong,  the  longest  f pupil ; body  compressed,  the  back  somewhat 
elevated;  longest  dorsal  spine  not  ^ length  of  head;  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  low,  covered  with  small  scales;  caudal  forked;  anal  spines  short, 
graduated,  the  second  stouter;  first  soft  ray  of  anal  less  than  i head. 
Color  steel-blue  above,  silvery  below.  Galapagos  Islands;  not  common; 
the  above  description  from  one  of  the  original  types.  (Named  for  Louis 
Agassiz.) 

Xenichthys  agassizii,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitnige,  iii,  6,  1875,  Galapagos  Islands; 

Jordan  «fe  Fesler,  1.  c.,  461. 

1660.  XENICHTHYS  XANTI,  Gill. 

Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  XI-I,  18;  A.  Ill,  17 ; scales  10-54-14.  Form  ellipti- 
cal, the  body  comparatively  deep,  compressed,  the  back  somewhat  ele- 
vated; profile  nearly  straight  from  snout  to  base  of  dorsal ; head  subconic, 
rtattish  above,  not  strongly  compressed;  the  temporal  region  prominent; 
post-temporal,  interorbital,  and  suborbital  regions  somewhat  cavernous, 
yielding  to  the  touch;  nuchal  region  slightly  carinate;  mouth  terminal, 
very  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  strongly  projecting,  its  tip  entering  the  upper 
profile  of  head;  preorbital  rather  narrow,  its  least  width  less  than  I 
the  diameter  of  the  pupil.  Teeth  small  and  feeble,  in  narrow  bands  in 
both  jaws,  a few  on  vomer,  none  on  palatines  or  tongue.  Nostrils  similar. 
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near  together,  oblong,  more  than  twice  as  long  as  broad  (nearly  round  in 
X.  calif  or  nien  sis) . Preorbital  region,  upper  jaw,  and  tip  of  lower  jaw 
•naked;  rest  of  bead  scaly.  Edge  of  preorbital  entire.  Eye  extremely 
large,  | longer  than  snout,  which  is  somewhat  longer  than  the  width 
of  the  flat  interorhital  space;  diameter  of  head  3 in  length  of  head.  Pre- 
opercle  produced  aud  membranaceous  at  its  angle,  its  vertical  limb  with 
weak,  sharp  teeth.  Gill  rakers  moderate,  about  ^ diameter  of  pupil, 
6 + 14.  Scales  moderate,  thin,  somewhat  ctenoid,  those  of  the  breast  like 
the  others;  scales  on  breast  and  back  somewhat  reduced.  Dorsal  spines 
high,  flexible,  the  third  highest,  as  long  as  suout  and  eye,  or  in  head, 
5^  in  length  of  body;  tenth  dorsal  spine  very  low;  eleventh  and  twelfth 
a little  higher;  soft  dorsal  lorg  and  low,  its  highest  rays  less  than  diame- 
ter of  orbit,  its  base  f length  of  head,  slightly  longer  than  base  of  soft 
dorsal,  equal  to  base  of  anal;  anal  spines  small,  graduated,  the  third  f 
height  of  the  soft  rays;  caudal  moderately  aud  equally  forked,  the  mid- 
dle rays  f length  of  outer;  length  of  the  fin  more  than  length  of  snout  and 
eye;  pectoral  short,  not  reaching  nearly  to  vent,  a little  longer  than  snout 
and  eye,  or  1^  in  head;  ventrals  not  nearly  reaching  vent,  If  in  head, 
their  accessory  scale  well  developed;  vertical  fins  with  well-developed 
sheaths  of  scales;  anal  entirely  scaly;  soft  dorsal,  pectorals,  and  ventrals 
mostly  covered  with  scales;  caudal  partly  scaled.  Coloration  in  life: 
Back  bluish-gray,  below  silvery;  upper  part  of  sides  with  7 or  8 longitu- 
dinal, narrow,  yellowish-brown  streaks,  some  of  which  are  continue*!  very 
faintly  on  the  head;  snout  blackish  above,  yellowish  on  sides;  mouth 
light  yellow  within,  with  tip  of  tongue  and  membrane  of  lower  jaw  black- 
ish anteriorly;  eye  with  a dusky  yellowish  streak  surrounding  the  iris; 
spinous  dorsal  yellowish  below,  dusky  toward  the  margin;  other  v'ertical 
fins  yellowish,  with  some  scattered  black  points  and  with  narrow  black 
margins;  pectorals  yellowish,  the  membrane  with  series  of  dark  points 
between  the  rays;  ventrals  white,  with  a dusky  yellow  blotch  on  the 
outer  4 of  OTiter  rays.  Young  with  two  dark  longitudinal  stripes  and  a 
faint  dusky  spot  at  base  of  caudal.  Here  described  from  the  types  of 
Xenichthijs  xenops,  10  inches  long,  from  Panama.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical 
America;  from  Cape  San  Lucas  to  Panama;  common  southward.  (Named 
for  .John  Xantus  de  Vasey,  who  made  a remarkably  valuable  collection  of 
fishes  at  Cape  San  Lucas.) 

Xenichthys  xanti,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  8‘2,  Cape  San  Lucas;  young;  Jor- 
dan & Fesler,  1.  c.,  461. 

Xenichthys  xenops,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Coni.  1881,  325,  Panama;  adult. 
(Types,  Nos.  29173  and  29513.  Coll.  Gilbert.) 

536.  NEMIPTERUS,  Swainson. 

Nemipterus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fishes,  etc.,  ii,  223,  1839  {filamentosus) . 

Synagris,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.  Brit.  Mus.,  i,  373,  1859  (furcosut) ; not  Sy7iagris,  Bleeker. 
Dentex,  Bleeker,  Systema  Percarum  Revisum,  278,  1875  (filamentosus) ; not  of  Cuvier, 
whose  type  is  Dentex  dentex. 

This  genus  contains  some  20  species,  very  closely  allied  to  the  European 
genus  Dentex,  from  which  they  are  distinguished  by  the  larger  scales. 
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smaller  mouth,  and  fewer  dorsal  spines,  all  characters  of  minor  importance. 
All  are  Asiatic,  except  the  one  very  imperfectly  described  species  said  to 
have  been  taken  in  our  waters,  {rfjfxa,  thread;  TtvEpov,  fin.) 

1661.  NEMIPTERUS  MACUONEMUS  (Gunther). 

Head  4;  depth  3f  (with  caudal).  D.  X,  9;  A.  HI,  7.  First  dorsal  spine, 
upper  lobe  of  caudal,  and  first  ray  of  ventral,  produced  in  long  filaments. 
Color  red  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes).  This  species  is  known  only  from  the 
original  type,  a young  specimen  said  to  have  been  sent  by  Diepering  from 
Surinam,  but  which  may  be  really  from  the  East  Indies.  Ncmipterus 
macronemus  agrees  very  closely  with  Nemipterus  nematophorus,  Giinther, 
from  Sumatra.  According  to  Bleeker  the  chief  difierences  are  these,  that 
in  macronemus  but  1 dorsal  spine  is  filamentous,  in  nematophorus  2;  in 
macronemus  the  fins  are  more  pointed.  All  these  are  doubtful  characters, 
and  it  may  well  be  that  Nemipterus  macronemus  came  from  Sumatra  rather 
than  from  Surinam.  Collections  from  the  Dutch  East  Indian  and  West 
ludian  colonies  have  been  repeatedly  mixed  in  European  museums. 
{uaHp6<i,  long;  yrjpa,  thread.) 

Dentex  filamentosus,  Cuvier  Sc.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  254,  pi.  155,  1830, 
Surinam;  not  Cantharus  filamentosus,  liiippell,  also  a NemijHerus. 

Synagris  macronemus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  380,  1859,  Surinam;  after  Cuvier. 

Nemipterus  macronemus,  Jordan  & Eesler,  1.  c.,  505. 

Family  CL.  HvEMULID^. 

(The  Guunters.) 

Body  oblong,  or  more  or  less  elevated,  covered  with  moderate-sized, 
adherent  scales,  which  are  more  or  less  strongly  ctenoid  or  almost  cycloid ; 
lateral  line  well  developed,  concurrent  with  the  back,  usually  not  extending 
on  the  caudal  fin ; head  large,  the  crests  on  the  skull  usually  largely  devel- 
oped; no  suborbital  stay;  mouth  large  or  small,  usually  terminal,  low, 
and  horizontal;  premaxillaries  protractile,  their  spines  not  greatly  pro- 
duced backward;  maxillary  without  supplemental  bone,  for  most  of  its 
length  slipping  under  the  edge  of  the  preorbital,  w^hich  forms  a more  or 
less  distinct  sheath;  preorbital  usually  broad,  no  barbels;  teeth  all 
pointed,  none  of  them  forming  marked  canines;  no  teeth  on  the  vomer, 
palatines,  and  tongue;  lower  pharyngcals  separate,  with  pointed  teeth; 
gills  4,  a large  slit  behind  the  fourth ; pseudobranchiie  large ; gill  rakers 
moderate;  gill  membranes  separate,  free  from  the  isthmus;  preopercle 
serrate  or  entire;  opercle  without  spines;  sides  of  head  usually  scaly; 
dorsal  fin  single,  continuous  or  deeply  notched,  sometimes  divided  into 
2 fins,  the  spines  usually  strong,  depressible  in  a groove;  the  spines  heter- 
acanthous,  that  is,  alternating,  the  one  stronger  on  the  right  side,  the 
other  on  the  left,  the  spines  usually  10  to  12  in  number;  anal  fin  similar 
to  the  soft  dorsal,  and  with  3 spines;  ventral  fins  thoracic,  the  rays  I, 
5,  with  a more  or  less  distinct  scalelike  appendage  at  base;  caudal  fin 
usually  more  or  less  concave  behind;  air  bladder  present,  usually  simple; 
stomach  coecal ; pyloric  caeca  few ; vertebraj  usually  10 -f- 14  = 24.  Branch- 
iostegals  usually  6 or  7.  Cranium  with  its  muciferous  system  moderately 
developed  or  rudimentary.  Intestinal  canal  short.  Carnivorous  fishes  of 
3030 4 
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the  warm  seas,  most  of  them  valued  as  food.  Genera  about  15;  species 
nearly  150.  The  group  is  very  close  to  the  Lutianidce  on  the  one  hand  and 
to  the  Sparidw  on  the  other,  while  some  of  its  members  show  affinities  with 
some  Scicenidw  and  Serranidce.  {Pristipomatidw,  Giinther,  Cat.,  1,  272-337.) 

a.  Chin  with  a central  groove  behind  the  symphysis  of  the  lower  jaw. 

b.  Mouth  more  or  less  wide,  the  jaws  scarlet  posteriorly  in  life;  soft  parts  of  verti- 
cal fins  densely  scaly  to  their  margins. 

c.  Scales  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  very  oblique  series,  not  parallel  with 
the  lateral  line. 

d.  Jaws  subequal,  or  the  lower  included ; mouth  little  oblique ; gill  rakers 
comparatively  few  and  short. 

e.  Dorsal  spines  12,  rarely  11;  scales  large;  gill  rakers  few  and 
small  (10  to  14  on  lower  part  of  anterior  arch) ; frontal  fora- 
men a single  or  divided  slit  at  the  base  of  the  high  supra- 
occipital  crest  in  front. 

/.  Mouth  moderate  or  large,  its  cleft  more  than  ^ length  of  head ; 
back  more  or  less  elevated ; second  anal  spine  strong,  nota- 
bly longer  than  third.  H^mulon,  537. 

ff.  Mouth  small,  its  cleft  less  than  ^ length  of  head ; body  rather 
elongate;  second  anal  spine  small;  back  and  sides  with 
longitudinal  yellow  stripes;  teeth  weak;  gill  rakers 
rather  few  and  small;  snout  very  short,  2f  in  head; 
frontal  foramina  separate  and  placed  some  distance  in 
front  of  the  very  low  supraoccipital  crest;  premaxillary 
spine  verj^  short,  in  head.  Bkachygenys,  538. 

ee.  Dorsal  spines  13 ; analfinlow;  preorbital  low;  gill  rakers  in  mod- 
erate or  rather  large  numbers,  12  to  18  on  lower  part  of  arch; 
lower  jaw  not  projecting;  mouth  little  oblique;  body  com- 
paratively elongate,  the  depth  2|  to  3J  in  length ; body  with 
longitudinal  yellowish  stripes;  scales  rather  small;  frontal 
foramina  long  divided  slits  in  front  of  supraoccipital  crest; 
size  small.  Bathystoma,  539. 

dd.  Lower  jaw  projecting  beyond  upper;  snout  very  short ; gill  rakers 
comparatively  long  and  slender,  about  22  on  lower  part  of  anterior 
arch ; frontal  foramina  2 short  slits  close  together  j ust  in  front  of 
the  high  supraoccipital  crest;  dorsal  spines  12  or  13. 

Lythrulon,  540. 

cc.  Scales  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  longitudinal  series,  which  are  through- 
out parallel  with  the  lateral  line;  dorsal  spines  13  or  14;  frontal 
foramina  narrowly  oval,  wholly  separate,  some  distance  in  front  of  thet 
low  supraoccipital  crest;  premaxillary  spine  short,  3^  in  head;  lower 
jaw  projecting.  Orthostcechus,  541. 

bb.  Mouth  more  or  less  narrow,  not  scarlet  within;  soft  fins  naked  or  with  scales 
on  their  basal  parts. 

g.  Anal  fin  short,  its  rays  III,  7 to  III,  10 ; dorsal  fin  more  or  less  emarginate, 
its  spines  rather  robust. 

h.  Body  ovate,  the  back  elevated;  depth  greater  than  length  of  the 
head;  outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  enlarged;  lips  thick;  second  anal 
spine  strong;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  scaly  at  base. 

Anisotkemus,  542. 

hh.  Body  oblong,  the  depth  usually  less  than  length  of  head;  lips  not 
very  thick ; scales  large,  those  above  lateral  line  in  series  mostly 
parallel  with  lateral  line. 

i.  Preopercle  very  sharply  serrate,  the  serrae  at  angle  much  en- 
larged, those  below  angle  turned  forward;  outer  teeth  in 
both  jaws  considerably  enlarged;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and 
anal  more  or  less  scaly;  second  anal  spine  enlarged. 

CONODON,  543. 
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a.  Preopercle  finely  serrate,  the  serrae  at  the  angle  scarcely 
enlarged,  those  below  not  antrorse;  teeth  snbequal,  or  the 
outer  in  upper  jaw  somewhat  enlarged;  gill  rakers  very 
short  and  weak. 

j.  Soft  part  of  dorsal  and  anal  with  series  of  small  scales  on 
the  membranes  behind  each  ray ; anal  spines  small  or 
moderate,  the  second  little,  if  any,  longer  or  stronger 
than  third;  anal  lower  than  the  soft  rays ; bodyoblong, 
not  elevated ; scales  above  lateral  line  parallel  with  the 
back ; dorsal  spines  12,  the  soft  rays  15  or  16 ; outer  teeth 
of  upper  jaw  slightly  enlarged.  Bkachydeuterus,  544. 
)).  Soft  parts  of  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless,  except  a low  sheath 
at  base;  anal  siiines  strong,  the  second  much  longer 
and  stronger  than  third ; dorsal  spines  12  or  13,  the 
soft  rays  12  to  14.  Pomadasis,  545. 

g<j.  Anal  fin  long  and  low,  its  rays  III,  10  to  III,  13;  dorsal  fin  low,  usually 
not  deeply  emarginate;  anal  spines  small;  preopercle  finely  serrate 
or  entire ; outer  teeth  of  jaws  slightly  enlarged ; gill  rakers  moderate, 
rather  slender. 

Ic.  Dorsal  spines  12  or  13. 

I.  Scales  of  body  without  series  of  small  accessory  scales  at  base ; 

soft  dorsal  and  anal  naked  or  somewhat  scaly;  mouth  small; 
temporal  crest,  which  rises  from  behind  tlie  eye,  very  low 
and  inconspicuous,  the  upper  edge  below  base  of  the  high 
supraoccipital  crest,  which  originates  over  the  pupil. 

Orthopristis,  546. 

II.  Scales  of  body  each  with  a cluster  of  small  accessory  scales  at 

base;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  series  of  small  scales  on  the 
membranes.  Isaciella,  547. 

At.  Dorsal  spines  14;  scales  very  small;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  naked; 
skull  very  broad  and  rounded,  interorbital  area  wider  tlian 
length  of  snout;  preorbital  very  narrow;  the  temporal  crest, 
which  rises  above  the  pupil,  rather  high,  its  top  above  middle 
of  height  of  supraoccipital  crest,  which  originates  over  front  of 
pupil.  Microlepidotus,  548. 

aa.  Chin  with  pores,  but  with  no  central  groove  at  the  symphysis;  preopercle  finely  serrate, 
m.  Anterior  profile  concave  above  the  eye;  snout  gibbous;  outer  teeth  in  both 
jaws  enlarged  and  blunt  (appearance  of  Anisotremus) ; gill  rakers  small 
and  slender;  anal  fin  rather  long,  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless. 

Genyatre.aius,  549. 

•537.  HiEMULON,*-Cuvier. 

(Koncos  ok  Grunts.) 

Diabasis,  Desmarest,  Premiere  Decade  Ichthologique,  34, 1823  {j)arrce=flavolineatus) ; not 
Diabasis  of  IIoff.maxsegg,  a genus  of  Coleoptera,  1819. 
llcemulon,  Cuvier,  Kegne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  il,  175,  1829  {elegans,  etc.;  restricted  later  to 
elegans  = sciui'ris) . 

A uarmoi'fus  (SCUDDER  MS.)  Putnam,  Bull.  Mus.Comp.  Zool.,  1, 12,  1863  (name  only;  flavo- 
Uneatum,  etc.);  name  preoccupied  in  insects,  Anarmostus,  Loew,  1860. 


* All  the  species  of  llcemulon  are  American.  All  the  s])ecies  liavemore  or  less  of  orange 
on  the  inside  of  the  mouth,  a trait  of  coloration  not  found  in  Pomadasis.  The  amount  of 
redness  is  greatest  in  those  species  having  the  largest  mouth.  The  young  fishes  in  this 
group  ditler  in  proportion  considerably  from  the  adults.  Besides  the  changes  usual  in 
other  fishes,  Ave  may  observe  that  in  llcemulon  the  young  have  the  snout  proportionately 
much  shorter,  so  that  the  maxillary,  although  also  much  shorter  in  proportion,  extends 
further  back  in  comparison  with  the  eye.  Nearly  all  the  species  have,  Avhen  young,  two 
or  more  more  or  less  sharply  detined,  dark,  longitudinal  stripes  along  the  side,  one  or  more 
along  the  top  of  the  head,  and  a dark  spot  at  the  base  of  caudal.  TTiese  markings  persist 
longer  in  some  species  than  in  others,  but  traces  of  them  at  least  may  be  found  in  the 
young  of  nearly  all  the  species  of  Hcemulon  and  Pomadasis.  In  a few  species  these 
markings  persist  during  life. 
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Body  oblong,  usually  more  or  less  elevated;  mouth  wide,  the  maxillary 
long  and  curved,  reaching  to  below  the  eye,  its  tip  extending  to  the  poste- 
rior end  of  the  preorbital ; chin  with  a central  groove  behind  the  sym- 
physis; lower  jaw  included;  gill  rakers  moderate;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or 
palatines;  teeth  of  the  jaw  conical,  the  outer  series  stronger,  curved;  lips 
and  inside  of  mouth  posteriorly  commonly  bright  red  or  scarlet  in  life; 
preopercle  serrate,  Avith  no  recurved  hooks  below;  soft  parts  of  the  ver- 
tical fins  completely  coA’-ered  with  scales ; scales  about  lateral  line  in  series 
not  jiarallel  witli  lateral  line;  a marked  angle  formed  at  the  junction  of 
the  si)inous  and  soft  parts  of  the  dorsal;  dorsal  spines  12  or  11;  second 
anal  spine  enlarged,  generally  large  and  longer  than  the  third;  caudal 
forked,  (ai/iia,  blood;  ovXov,  the  singular  of  ovXcx,  the  gums.) 

a.  Scales  below  lateral  Hue  anteriorly  not  especially  enlarged. 

b.  Scales  above  lateral  line  anteriorly  not  much  enlarged. 

c.  Maxillary  2^  to  2%  in  bead,  not  reaching  center  of  eye  (in  adult). 

d.  Back  and  sides  without  yellow  or  blue  stripes ; each  scale  aboA'e  witli 
a ihedian  blackish  spot,  these  forming  undulating  lines  (spots  rarely 
obsolete  in  adult,  obscure  or  wanting  in  young) ; maxillary  2h  to  2| 
in  head. 

e.  Scales  in  a A ertical  row  from  first  dorsal  spine  to  lateral  line,  7 or 
8 (9  in  oblique  series). 

/.  Mouth  rather  small,  maxillar^■  scarcely  reaching  to  front  of 
eye;  back  elevated;  preorbital  A-erydeep,  its  least  breadth 
greater  than  length  of  eye  in  adult,  4^  to  4|  in  head  in 
young;  second  anal  spine  not  reaching  to  tip  of  last  ray; 
snout  long  and  pointed,  2^  to  2J  in  head. 
g.  Sides  with  about  6 dark  vertical  bars ; sides  of  head  with 
blackish  spots  like  those  of  body;  dorsal  spines  not 
graduated;  second  anal  spine  when  depressed  not 
reaching  tip  of  last  spine.  Head  3;  depth  2|;  scales 
7-51-14;  D.  XII,  17;  A.  Ill,  9.  SEXFASCIATCM,  1662. 
gg.  Sides  Avithout  dark  bars;  head  unspotted;  dorsal  spines 
graduated;  second  anal  spine,  Avhen  depressed, 
reaching  beyond  tip  of  last  spine.  Head  3;  depth 
2S;  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  7 (or  8)-46  to  48-16. 

ALBUM,  1663. 

//.  Mouth  rather  large,  maxillary  reaching  front  of  pupil;  back 
little  elevated ; preorbital  rather  narrow,  its  least  width 
5 in  head;  second  anal  spine  reaching  tip  of  last  ray; 
snout  rather  long  and  pointed,  2^  in  head ; back  and  sides 
Avith  4 or  5 black  longitudinal  streaks,  Avhich  disappear 
onlj'  in  very  old  examples.  Depth  2|. 

MACROSTOMUM,  1664. 

ee.  Scales  in  a A^ertical  roAV  from  first  dorsal  spine  to  the  lateral  line, 
5 or  6. 

h.  Series  of  scales  from  scapular  scale  extending  backward  to 
front  of  soft  dorsal;  snout  rather  long  and  pointed; 
mouth  small;  the  maxillary  2|  to  3 in  head;  pectoral  fins 
long,  I length  of  head;  black  spots  on  sides  coalescing  in 
continuous  stripes.  bonariense,  1665. 

hh.  Series  of  scales  from  scapular  scale  not  extending  farther 
backward  than  the  middle  of  spinous  dorsal;  snout 
shorter,  not  A^ery  acute;  mouth  larger,  the  maxillary 
about  2h  in  bead;  premaxillary  processes  about  3 in 
head ; dark  spots  on  scales  not  coalescent. 
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i.  Depth  of  body  about  2|  in  length ; pectoral  fins  short, 

less  than  f length  of  head  ; scales  above  lateral  line 
scarcely  enlarged.  Head  3;  depth  2|;  scales  6-50- 
14;  D.  XII,  14;  A.  Ill,  7.  PARRA,  1666. 

ii.  Depth  of  body  ‘L\  in  length ; pectoral  fins  long,  more 

than  I length  of  head ; scales  above  lateral  line 
somewhat  enlarged  (in  adult).  Head  3^;  depth  2^; 
scales  5-49-13;  D.  XI  or  XII-16  or  15;  A.  Ill,  7. 

SCUDDERI,  1667. 

dd.  Back  and  sides  with  distinct  horizontal  yellow  stripes,  fading  but 
not  disappearing  in  spirits ; no  black  spots  anywhere ; vertical  fins 
usually  dusky  yellow;  scales  of  sides  slightly  enlarged;  maxillary 
2^  in  head,  reaching  front  of  pupil;  body  not  very  deep;  snout 
short,  not  J lengtli  of  head ; second  anal  spine  when  depressed 
reaching  tip  of  last  ray,  its  length  about  J head. 

CARBONARIUM,  1668. 

cc.  Maxillary  nearly  or  quite  ^ length  of  head,  reaching  center  of  eye  in 
adult;  no  black  spots  or  stripes  anywhere  in  the  adult  (except  iinder 
angle  of  preopercle). 

9.  Back  and  sides  with  rows  of  round  silvery  spots,  one  on  each  scale, 
these  forming  streaks  which  follow  the  direction  of  the  rows  of 
scales;  ground  color  light  olive-hrown  ; anal  high;  a black  blotch 
at  base  of  caudal;  fins  all  yellow;  body  rather  elongate;  the 
snout  pointed;  maxillary  about  2},  in  bead;  second  anal  spine  2^ 
in  bead.  Head  3;  dei)th  2g;  scales  7-50-14;  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8. 

STEINDACHNERI,  1669. 

jj.  Back  and  sides  with  continuous  yellow  stripes,  which  are  horizontal 
and  do  not  everywhere  follow  the  dir(>ction  of  the  rows  of  scales ; 
ground  color  bluish-gray;  back  with  a well-defined  blackish  area 
from  first  dor.sal  spine  to  base  of  caudal,  this  color  covering  most 
of  soft  dorsal  and  middle  of  caudal  lobes-,  body  rather  elongate; 
snout  moderate;  second  anal  spine  2J  in  head.  Head  3;  depth  3; 
scales  7-56-17;  1).  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8.  melanurum,  1670. 

jjj.  Back  and  sides  of  head  and  body  with  continuous  blue  stripes,  hori- 
zontal, and  not  everywhere  following  the  rows  of  scales;  ground 
color  bright  yellow;  fins  yellow,  the  caudal  dusky  at  ba.se;  snout 
moderate;  teeth  strong,  the  anterior  caninelike;  second  anal 
spine  2^  in  head.  Head  2^ ; depth  2% ; scales  7-53-14;  1).  XII,  16; 
A.  Ill,  8.  SCIURUS,  1671. 

hb.  Scales  above  lateral  line  anteriorly  much  larger  than  the  other  scales ; sides  of 
head  with  bright  blue  stripc's,  which  extend  for  a sliort  distance  only  on 
body;  hotly  without  distinct  markings;  mouth  ver^-  large,  its  cleft  more 
than  i head  (in  adult);  premaxillaiy  processes  2J  in  head;  anterior  pro- 
file somewhat  concave,  the  snout  sliarp,  projecting;  anal  rather  high,  its 
second  spine  2^  in  head.  plu.mieri,  1672. 

art.  Scales  below  lateral  line  anteriorly  much  enlarged ; head,  back,  and  sides  with  con- 
tinuous bright  yellow  stripes,  those  below  following  the  direction  of  the  scab's, 
and  therefore  extremely  undulating  for  the  most  part;  body  with  2 longi- 
tudinal black  lines,  the  lower  running  from  snout  to  base  of  caudal,  ending  in  a 
black  spot,  the  upper  commencing  in  front  of  nostrils  and  separated  from  jire- 
ceding  by  a pale  hand,  extending  backward  to  posterior  end  of  soft  dorsal; 
region  in  front  of  dorsal  with  black  median  line;  other  short  black  lines  on 
head;  black  spot  at  angle  of  preopercle  purplish-silvery  in  spirits;  fins  yellow; 
posterior  teeth  caninelike;  body  rather  deep;  snout  short;  mouth  not  large, 
the  maxillary  2^  in  head;  anal  high,  its  second  spine  2 in  head. 

FLAVOLINEATUM,  1673. 
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1662.  HJIMULON  SEXFASCIATUM,  Gill. 

(Mojakra  Almejeeo.) 

Head  3;  depth  2f.  D.  XII,  17;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales^  6-51-14.  Form  of 
H.  album.  Body  comparatively  deep,  the  back  elevated  and  compressed, 
the  anterior  profile  steep  and  nearly  straight  from  tip  of  snout  to  above 
eye,  where  a slight  angle  is  formed,  thence  rising  more  steeply  and  form- 
ing a somewhat  steep  curve  before  the  dorsal;  snout  pointed,  of  moderate 
length,  2f  in  head  (in  specimen  8 inches  in  length)  ; proportionately 
longer  in  the  adult.  Mouth  not  very  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  front 
of  eye  in  young  (8  inches),  not  nearly  reaching  eye  in  adult,  its  length  2^ 
to  2f  in  head;  lower  jaw  included.  Teeth  rather  slender,  the  antrorse 
teeth  of  posterior  part  of  lower  jaw  inconspicuous.  Eye  small  (4^  in  head 
in  young  of  8 inches).  Interorhital  space  convex,  about  4 in  head;  preor- 
hital  deep,  its  least  dejjth  greater  than  length  of  eye  in  adult,  4f  in  head 
in  young  (8  inches) ; preoj^ercle  finely  and  rather  sharply  serrate.  Gill 
rakers  small,  about  8-f-12.  Scales  moderate,  those  above  lateral  line  not 
enlarged,  arranged  in  very  oblique  series;  those  below  lateral  line  also 
not  enlarged,  their  series  more  nearly  horizontal;  soft  fins  scaled,  as  usual. 
Dorsal  spines  rather  slender,  the  fourth  highest,  2 in  head;  longest  soft 
rays  3 in  head;  caudal  lobes  suhequal,  in  head;  longest  anal  rays  high, 
2^  in  head;  second  anal  spine  longer  and  a little  stronger  than  third,  its 
tip  when  depressed  about  reaching  middle  of  last  anal  ray,  its  length  2^ 
in  head ; free  margin  of  anal  somewhat  concave,  the  tii)S  of  the  first 
rays  when  depressed  reaching  tips  of  last  rays;  ventral  fins  in  head; 
pectorals  1^.  Frontal  foramen  a single  divided  slit  in  front  of  the  high 
supraoccipital  crest  as  in  other  species  of  the  subgenus  Hcemulon.  Color 
pearly  grayish,  with  6 or  7 sharply  defined  dusky  cross-hands  from  hack 
to  lower  part  of  sides,  fading  below,  these  of  nearly  equal  width,  and, 
except  the  sixth  and  seventh,  of  about  equal  distinctness,  and  extend 
slightly  backward  below ; they  are  rather  wider  than  eye  and  about  equal 
to  the  paler  interspaces;  the  first  is  at  the  nape,  extending  to  base  of  pec- 
toral; the  second  under  front  of  spinous  dorsal;  the  third  near  middle 
of  spinous  dorsal;  the  fourth  under  last  spines;  the  fifth  and  sixth  under 
soft  dorsal;  the  seventh,  when  evident,  on  caudal  peduncle;  cheeks,  oper- 
cles,  and  anterior  part  of  sides  with  distinct  roundish  spots  of  brownish- 
black,  these  largest  and  best  defined  on  the  opercle;  tins  nearly  pl;fin 
dusky  grayish.  Here  described  from  No.  30997,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  from 
Colima,  8 inches  in  length.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  Guaymas 
to  Panama;  not  very  abundant,  but  widely  distributed.  This  species  is 
the  Pacific  coast  representative  of  H.  album,  from  which  it  differs  strik- 
ingly in  its  coloration.  It  reaches  a similar  very  large  size,  specimen, 


*Iii  this  genus  the  scales  above  tlie  lateral  line  are  counted  vertically  from  the  first  dor- 
sal spine  to  the  lateral  line;  those  below  the  lateral  line  from  the  first  anal  spine  obliquely 
upward  and  forward  to  the  lateral  line.  The  scales  in  a longitudinal  series  are,  as  here 
given,  the  number  of  vertical  rows  above  the  lateral  line  from  head  to  base  of  caudal. 
This  number  is  practically  the  same  in  all  species  of  the  genus,  the  variations  above  or 
below  50  being  slight.  The  number  of  obliciue  series  of  scales  or  of  pores  in  the  lateral 
line  IS  in  ail  cases  about  10  fewer,  or  about  40. 
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of  over  2 feet  in  length  having  been  obtained  at  Mazatlan  by  Gilbert  and 
by  Jordan,  (sea;,  six;  fasciatus,  banded.) 

Hcemulon  sexfasciatus.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  254,  Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll. 

Xantus). 

Hcemulo7i  maculosum,  Peters,  Berliner  Monatsberichte,  705,  1869,  Mazatlan. 

Hcemulon  sexfasciatxim,  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c..  288,  1884;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  469. 

1663.  H.EMULOX  ALBUM,  Cuvier  & Yalencienues. 

(Margate-fish ; Jallao;  Margaret  Grunt.) 

Head  3 ; depth  2f . H.  XII,  16 ; A.  Ill,  7 ; scales  7 or  8-46  to  48-16.  Body 
comparatively  deep,  the  back  more  elevated  and  more  sharply  compressed 
than  in  any  other  of  onr  species,  the  anterior  profile  steep  and  nearly 
straight  from  tip  of  snout  to  above  eye,  Avhere  a slight  angle  is  formed, 
the  profile  thence  rising  more  steeply  and  forming  a somewhat  steep  curve 
before  the  dorsal.  In  most  specimens,  es]iecially  the  larger  ones,  the  con- 
cavity above  the  eye  is  well  marked,  not,  however,  in  all.  Suout  loug, 
pointed,  its  length  2i  to  2|  in  head  ; ventral  outline  nearly  straight ; caudal 
peduncle  rather  long.  Mouth  large,  the  maxillary  extending  to  front  of 
eye,  its  length  2f  to  2f  in  head,  lower  jaw  included.  Teeth  not  very  large, 
in  narrow  bands,  the  antrorse  teeth  of  the  posterior  part  of  lower  jaw 
less  developed  than  in  some  other  species;  eye  small,  5 to  7 in  head;  inter- 
orbital space  strongly  convex,  its  width  3f  in  head;  preorbital  deep,  its 
least  breadth  4^  in  head;  preopercle  finely  but  sharply  serrate,  the  teeth 
coarser  above.  In  most  of  the  specimens  these  serrations  are  distinct,  but 
in  one,  not  otherwise  peculiar,  they  are  scarcely  distinguishable.  Gill 
rakers  rather  small,  about  12  below  the  angle.  Scales  moderate,  those 
above  lateral  line  not  enlarged,  arranged  in  very  oblique  series;  those 
below  more  nearly  horizontal;  soft  parts  of  dorsal  and  anal  covered  with 
thin  translucent  scales.  Dorsal  spines  rather  slender,  the  fourth  highest 
about  2.^  in  head  ; longest  soft  rays  5 in  head;  caudal  lobes  subequal,  14^  in 
head  ; anal  moderate,  its  longest  rays  4 in  head ; second  anal  spine  stronger 
and  longer  than  third,  3}  in  head,  reaching  past  base  of  the  last  ray  when 
depressed;  first  soft  rays  Avhen  depressed  not  reaching  tips  of  last  rays; 
ventrals  1|  in  head;  pectorals  1|.  Bones  of  head  usually  cavernous; 
mucous  canal  around  ])reopercle and  lower  jaw  very  large;  supraoccipital 
ridge  high,  extending  forward  to  middle  of  pupil;  temporal  crests  very 
low  and  thin,  not  extending  forward  quite  to  end  of  supraoccipital  crest. 
Color  in  life  of  adult  fishes  (1^  to  2 feet  in  length)  pearly  white,  some- 
what olivaceous  above,  where  a few  of  the  scales  have  very  faint  dark 
spots  at  their  bases ; still  fainter  spots  visible  along  the  scales  of  lower 
part  of  sides;  mouth  orange  within;  lips  and  a faint  blotch  on  each  side 
of  snout  light  yellow;  a dusky  shade  under  edge  of  preopercle  (much 
more  distinct  in  young);  fins  all  light  olive;  the  soft  dorsal  somewhat 
dusky ; head  without  stripes  or  spots.  Young  more  distinctly  spotted,  the 
spots  small,  round,  blackish,  each  with  a pearly  edge;  one  under  each  scale 
of  back  and  sides  very  distinct  when  the  fish  is  alive,  or  after  its  scales  are 
removed,  but  disappearing  almost  entirely  with  death.  In  life  a broad, 
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dusky,  lateral  baud  is  also  distinct,  but  all  traces  of  this  disappear  with 
death.  The  Cuban  specimens  are  more  dusky  in  color  and  less  distinctly 
spotted;  the  coloration  above  rather  brassy  than  pearly.  West  Indies; 
Florida  Keys  to  Brazil ; reaches  a length  of  2 feet  or  more,  and  is  an  impor- 
tant food-fish  at  Key  West,  Havana,  Nassau,  St.  Thomas,  and  Jamaica. 
(albits,  white.) 

Perce:  manna  gihhosa  (Margate-fish),  Catesby,  Xat.  Hist.  Car.,  2,  pi.  2,  1742,  Bahamas. 
Perea  gihbosa,  AValbaum,  Artedi  Pise.,  348,  1792;  after  Catesby  ; not  Perea  gibbosa,  Lin- 

N.®;us,  which  is  Eupomotis  gibbosus. 

Calliodon  gibbosus,  Block  & Schxeider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  312,  1801;  after  Catesby. 

Hcemulon  album,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  241,  1830,  St.  Thomas; 

Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  469,  1893. 

Hcemulon  microphthalmxim , Gunther,  Cat.,  l,  306,  1859,  America. 

Hcemulon  gibbosum,  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  290,  1884. 

1664.  HJEMULON  MACROSTOMIH,  Giinther. 

(Gray  Grunt ; Striped  Grunt.) 

Head  21;  depth  2f.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  HI,  8;  scales  7-51-13  (9  above  in  an 
oblique  series).  Body  oblong,  moderately  compressed,  the  anterior  profile 
almost  straight;  snout  rather  long  and  iiointed,  its  length  2A  in  head;  eye 
large,  3i  in  head ; mouth  rather  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  front  of  pupil, 
2^  in  head;  least  width  of  preorbital  about  5 in  head.  Teeth  moderate, 
the  outer  row  in  the  ui>per  jaw  and  the  xiosterior  teeth  in  both  jaws  con- 
siderably enlarged.  Preopercle  moderately  serrate.  Gill  rakers  small. 
Scales  moderate,  those  above  lateral  line  not  enlarged ; those  below  very 
slightly  enlarged ; scales  above  arranged  in  very  oblique  series,  the  series 
below  oblique  anteriorly,  becoming  horizontal  posteriorly.  Dorsal  spines 
strong,  the  longest  2}  in  head;  soft  dorsal  rather  high;  caudal  lobes  sub- 
equal, If  in  head;  anal  spines  strong,  the  second  longest  and  strongest,  2f 
in  head,  its  tij)  reaching,  when  depressed,  beyond  tip  of  last  ray ; soft  anal 
very  high,  its  free  margin  concave,  its  longest  ray  2f  in  head,  reaching 
much  beyond  tip  of  last  ray;  pectorals  If  in  head;  ventrals  If.  Color 
in  spirits,  iiearly  gray,  with  conspicuous  narrow  dark  streaks,  arranged 
essentially  as  in  the  young  of  all  the  other  species  of  Hamulon,  hiit  in 
this  species  persistent  through  life;  a median  streak  from  tip  of  snout  to 
dorsal,  1 from  snout  above  eye,  along  sides  of  back  to  last  ray  of  soft 
dorsal,  2 below  this  from  eye  above  to  last  ray  of  soft  dorsal,  the  upiier 
one  more  or  less  interrupted  behind;  a fourth  streak  from  eye  nearly 
straight  to  base  of  caudal;  traces  below  this  of  a fifth  streak;  a short 
streak  fom  eye  to  gill  opening,  between  the  third  and  fourth  streaks;  thi’ 
is  continued  on  the  body  in  a series  of  irregular  marks  and  dots;  a large 
black  blotch  on  opercle  under  angle  of  x^reox^ercle ; fins  all  dusty  olive,  the 
pectorals  palest;  ventrals  darkest.*  Here  described  from  No.  26555,  U.  8. 
N.  M.,  from  Key  West.  West  Indies,  north  to  Florida  Keys  and  Clearwater 
Harbor.  Not  very  common.  {juaxp6s,lojig',  dro/m,  mouth.) 

* tVe  have  examined  specimens  of  this  species  from  Clearwater  Harbor,  Key  tV est, 
Jamaica,  and  St.  Thomas.  The  large  specimen  from  St.  Thomas,  a foot  in  length",  is  per- 
fectly unicolor,  only  some  of  the  upper  scales  having  darker  centers.  After  careful  con- 
sideration we  have  tlecided  that  H.  macrostoimim,  Giinther,  and  H.  fremebundum,  Goode  & 
Beau,  must  be  identical,  although  there  are  one  or  two  slight  discrepancies  in  (jiinther's 
description. 
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Hcemulon  macrostoma,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  308, 1859,  Jamaica  (Coll.  Dr.  Parnell) ; Jordan 
& Swain,  1.  c.,  289;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  470. 

Hcemulon  fremebundiim,  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1879,  340,  Clearwater 
Harbor,  Florida  (Type,  No.  23628,  U.S.N.M.  Coll.  Dr.  J.  W.  Velie) ; Jordan  & 
Swain,  1.  c.,  297. 

Diabasis  fremebxindus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  553. 

1665.  H.EMULON  BONARIEXSE,  Cuvier  A:  Valenciennes. 

(Black  Grunt  ; Ronco  Prieto.) 

Head 2*;  deptli2f;  scales  5-44-10.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8.  Body  oblong, 
compressed,  the  back  considerably  elevated;  bead  rather  long;  the  snout 
pointed,  rather  longer  and  sharjier  than  in  H.parra,  the  anterior  profile 
straight,  or  a very  little  concave  before  the  eyes.  Snout  2|  in  head  (in 
young  of  9 inches).  Mouth  rather  small,  smaller  than  in  if. parra,  the 
maxillary  barely  reaching  front  of  eye,  its  length  3 in  head.  Teeth  of 
moderate  size,  the  outer  and  posterior  somewhat  enlarged.  Eye  moderate, 
4|  in  head;  interorbital  space  llattish,  its  width  4:^  in  head;  preorbital 
moderate,  its  least  width  4J  in  head ; preopercle  moderately  serrate.  Gill 
rakers  few  and  small,  about  12  on  lower  part  of  arch.  Scales  larger  than 
in  H.  parr  a or  any  other  of  the  species;  those  above  and  below  lateral 
line  about  ecjual  in  size;  those  above  arranged  in  series  which  are  less 
oblique  and  more  undulating  than  in  related  species,  the  series  from  the 
scapular  scale  following  the  direction  of  the  lateral  line  for  about  10 
scales,  then  turning  abruptly  reaching  the  base  of  the  last  dorsal  spine, 
or  sometimes  the  anterior  part  of  soft  dorsal;  soft  tins  scaly,  as  usual. 
Dorsal  spines  of  moderate  strength,  the  fourth  23  in  head;  longest  ray 
of  soft  dorsal  4 in  head;  caudal  If  in  head;  anal  high,  the  second  spine 
and  the  longest  rays  extending,  when  depressed,  well  beyond  tip  of  last 
ray;  longest  soft  ray  2f  in  head;  second  spine  longer  and  stronger  than 
third,  2f  in  head ; pectorals  long,  li^  in  head ; ventrals  If.  Color  in  spirits, 
pearly  gray ; center  of  each  scale  brownish-black,  these  coalescing  and 
forming  very  sharply  defined  continuous  undulating  stripes;  about  16  of 
these  between  front  of  dorsal  and  front  of  anal;  the  sixth  extending  from 
the  scapular  scale  to  last  dorsal  spine;  base  of  caudal  blackish;  fins 
dusky.  West  Indies,  south  to  Buenos  Ayres;  not  very  common,  (hona- 
riense,  from  Buenos  Ayres.) 

Hcemtilon  bonariense,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  IlKst.  Nat.  Poi33.,v,  254,  1830,  Buenos 
Ayres. 

Hcemulon  canna,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Ri.st.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  233,  1830,  Martinique; 

Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  311, 1859;  I’oey,  Eepertorio,  i,  309, 1867 ; not  of  Agassiz,  1829. 
Hcemulon  notatum,  PoEV,  Memorias,  ll,  179, 1868,  Cuba;  Poey,  Synopsis,  317;  PoEY,  Enu- 
meratio,  46. 

Hcemulon  retrocurrens,  Poey,  Repertorio,  ii,  236, 461, 1868,  Cuba. 

Hcemulon  co7itinuum,  Poey,  Enunieratio,  46, 1875,  Cuba. 

Hcemulon  parrce,J onvAN  & Swain,  (.  c.,  292, 1884. 

1666.  ILEMULOX  PARR.4  (Desmarest). 

(Sailor’s  Choice;  Ronco  Blanco;  Ronco  Prieto ; Bastard  Margaret.) 

Head  3;  depth  2|;  eye  large,  4 in  head.  D.  XII,  17;  A.  HI,  7 ; scales 
5-50-14.  Body  comparatively  deep,  the  back  compressed  and  arched ; ante- 
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rior  profile  ratlier  steep  and  convex,  steep  and  nearly  straight  from  tip  of 
snout  to  opposite  front  of  eye;  here  an  obtuse  angle  is  formed,  and  to  the 
base  of  dorsal  there  is  a rather  even  curve.  In  other  specimens  there  is 
little  or  no  prominence  before  eye.  Snout  comparatively  high  and  obtuse, 
its  length  in  specimens  of  moderate  size  3 in  head;  snout  shorter  in  youug 
specimens  than  in  the  adult,  the  maxillary  in  the  young  extending  farther 
hack  although  proportionately  shorter;  mouth  rather  small  for  the  genus, 
the  maxillary  usually  extending  a little  beyond  vertical  from  front  of  eye, 
in  young  nearly  to  middle  of  eye,  its  length  in  head ; maxillary  in  adult 
barely  reaching  front  of  eye;  jaws  subequal,  the  lower  slightly  included. 
Teeth  rather  strong,  in  moderate  hands,  the  outer  large,  the  autrorse  teeth 
of  the  posterior  part  of  lower  jaw  well  developed.  luterorbital  space 
convex,  its  width  4^  in  head;  preorbital  rather  deep,  its  least  hre'adth  5f 
in  head;  preopercle  finely,  hut  sharply  serrate,  the  teeth  near  the  angle 
farther  apart  than  the  others  but  scarcely  larger.  In  regard  to  the  serra- 
tion of  the  preopercle  we  find  much  variation  among  our  specimens,  some  of 
those  from  Cuba,  corresponding  more  or  less  perfectly  to  H.  serratum,  Poey, 
have  the  preopercle  always  strongly  serrate,  while  others,  certainly  cor- 
responding to  H.  aciitum,  Poey,  have  the  serrations  very  inconspicuous. 
The  Key  West  specimens  are  in  this  respect  mostly  intermediate,  and  none 
of  them  show  any  other  distinctive  character  correlated  with  the  differ- 
ences in  the  preopercle.  Gill  rakers  small,  about  15  on  lower  part  of  arch. 
Scales  rather  large,  those  above  lateral  line  not  especially  enlarged,  ar- 
ranged in  very  oblique  series;  those  below  more  nearly  horizontal ; soft 
fins  well  scaled ; series  of  scales  from  scapular  scale  reaching  fourth  to 
sixth  dorsal  spine.  Dorsal  spines  stout,  the  fourth  highest,  24  in  head; 
longest  soft  rays  3f  in  head;  upper  caudal  lobe  rather  longer.  If  in  head; 
longest  anal  rays  2f  in  head,  reaching  when  depressed  beyond  the  tips  of 
the  last  rays;  second  anal  spine  stronger  and  longer  than  third,  2f  in 
head,  reaching  when  depressed  nearly  to  the  tip  of  the  last  ray;  ventrals 
If  in  head;  pectorals  short.  If.  Color  in  life,  dull  pearly-grayish;  belly 
plain  grayish,  each  scale  on  body  above  with  a conspicuous  spot  of  dull 
olive-brown,  these  forming  interrupted,  oblique,  and  wavy  streaks;  head 
not  spotted;  mouth  not  much  red,  usually  faintlj"  orange  near  the  angle 
in  young  specimens,  a black  spot  on  opercle  under  angle  of  preopercle; 
iris  gilt;  fins  all  dull,  blackish-gray',  the  ventrals  more  or  less  tipped  with 
blackish.  Younger  specimens  have  dark  lateral  stripes  arranged  pre- 
cisely as  in  H.  macrostomum  and  H.  riinator,  and  also  a dark  blotch  at  base 
of  caudal.  In  the  very  youug  the  spots  on  the  scales  are  indistinct.  Cuban 
specimens  are  mostly  more  dusky  in  color,  the  vertical  fins  mostly  black, 
and  the  spots  on  the  scales  larger  aud  almost  black.  In  some  these  spots 
coalesce  into  stripes,  but  more  usually  they  remain  distinct.  Other  Cuban 
specimens  (aJhidum)  are  very  pale,  the  dark  spots  light  brown,  and  speci- 
mens of  every  intermediate  shade  are  in  the  collection.  There  are  never 
any  shades  of  blue  or  yellow  on  bod}"  or  fins.  Here  described  from  Key 
West  specimens  104  inches  in  length.  West  Indies;  southern  Florida  to 
Brazil;  very  common  at  Key  West  and  Havana.  (Named  for  Don  Antonio 
Parra,  who  first  wrote,  in  1780,  on  the  natural  history  of  Cuba.) 
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Diabasis  parra,  Desmarest,  Prem.  Decade  Ichth.,  30,  pi.  2,  fig.  2, 1823,  Havana. 

Hcemulon  caudimacula,  Cuvier,  Kegne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  il,  176,  1829,  Brazil ; Havana; 
on  Z7ri6aco,  Marcgrave,  and  Diabase  de  Parra,  Desmarest;  Cuvier  & Valenci- 
ennes, Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,v,  226,1830;  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  313;  Poey,  Eepertorio,  i.  310, 
1867;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881,  322  (redescription  of  original 
type). 

Ilcemulon  chromis,  Broussonet,  MS.,  in  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  242, 
1830,  Jamaica ; Gunther,  Cat.,  l,  310. 

Hcemulon  aeutum,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  180, 1860,  Cuba;  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  294. 
Hcemulon  serratum,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  181, 1860,  Cuba. 

Hcemulon  albidtim,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  181, 1860,  Cuba. 

Hcemulon  canna,  Agassiz,  Spix,  Pise.  Brasil.,  130,  pi.  69,  1829;  not  of  Cuvier  Sc  Vai.en- 
CIENNES. 

Diabasis  chromis,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  924. 

Hcemulon  parra,  Jonv AN  Sc  Fesler,  l.c.,  471. 

1667.  ILEMULON  SCUDDERI,*  Gill. 

(Mojarra  Prieta.) 

Head  3|;  depth  2^.  D.XI,  16  (sometimes  XII,  15);  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  5i- 
49-13 ; eye  large,  4 in  head.  Body  short  and  deep,  deeper  than  in  H.  parra, 
the  hack  compressed  and  arched;  anterior  profile  very  steep  and  noarly 
straight  from  the  tip  of  the  snout  to  the  nape,  then  evenly  convex;  snout 
low  and  short  hut  not  ohtuse,  its  length  in  specimens  of  moderate  size,  3 
in  head;  mouth  comparatively  small,  the  maxillary  extending  in  adult 
barely  to  front  of  pupil,  its  length  2^  in  head ; low^er  jaw  slightly  included. 
Teeth  moderate,  the  posterior  teeth  of  lower  jaw  largest.  Interorhital 
space  convex,  its  width  3f  in  head;  preorhital  rather  deep,  its  least 
breadth  5 in  head;  preopercle  rather  strongly  serrate;  the  teeth  near  the 
angle  larger  and  farther  apart  than  the  others.  Gill  rakers  rather  small, 
about  7 + 12.  Scales  rather  large;  those  above  lateral  line  somewhat 
enlarged,  notably  larger  than  those  below,  and  arranged  in  very  oblique 
series;  series  of  scales  from  scapular  scale  reaching  fifth  dorsal  spine; 
soft  fins  well  scaled.  Dorsal  spines  stout,  the  fourth  highest,  2 in  head; 
longest  soft  rays  3^  in  head ; upper  caudal  lobe  1|;  longest  anal  rays  2|  in 
head,  reaching,  when  depressed,  beyond  the  ti])  of  the  last  rays,  the  free 
margin  of  the  fin  straight;  second  anal  spine  longer  and  stronger  than 
third,  2,‘o  in  head,  reaching,  when  depressed,  nearly  to  the  tip  of  the  last 
ray;  veutrals  in  head;  pectorals  long,  1+  in  head.  Coloration  pre- 
cisely as  in  Hcemulon  parra  and  undergoing  the  same  changes  with  age. 
Adult,  in  spirits,  dull  pearly  grayish,  light  or  dark,  with  a roundish  dusky 
blotch  at  base  of  each  scale  of  back  and  sides,  these  not  coalescent,  but 
forming  dark  interrupted  lines  in  the  direction  of  the  rows  of  scales; 
head  unspotted,  a black  blotch  under  angle  of  preopercle;  fins  dusky 
grayish,  the  pectorals  palest.  In  life,  adult  with  the  back  bright  yellow- 
olive  to  opposite  front  of  dorsal,  the  posterior  half  of  body  more  or  less 

*Thi8  species  is  the  Pacific  representative  of  Hcemulon  parra.  It  reaches  a similar 
size,  is  equally  abundant,  and  passes  through  a similar  range  of  variations  and  coloration. 
The  majority  of  the  specimens  known  from  Mazatlan  and  Panama  have  11  dorsal  spines 
and  correspond  to  Hcemulon  undecimale  of  Steindachner.  Still  others  of  them  have,  how- 
ever, 12  dorsal  spines,  as  in  the  original  types  of  H.  scudderi  and  H.brevirostrum.  We 
are  unable  to  detect  any  other  difi'erence  of  importance  among  these  specimens,  and  refer 
all  to  H.  sciidderi,  regarding  it  as  a species  with  the  number  of  spines  indifl'erently  11  or 
12.  Ho  other  species  of  Hcemulon  ever  has  fewer  spines  than  12. 
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abruptly  steel-blue  black ; vertical  fins  all  blackisb ; in  some  tbe  whole 
body  is  greenish,  in  others  only  the  anterior  half;  lower  parts  all  gray; 
most  of  these  large  ones  show  no  traces  of  spots  on  scales;  some  show  a 
few  spots ; fins  silvery,  with  gold  above  and  below ; mouth  red  within. 
There  is  very  great  variation  among  individuals  as  in  Hcemulon  parra, 
some  having  small,  sharply  defined  spots,  some  large  spots,  and  others  of 
the  same  size  noneat  all.  Length  1 foot  or  less.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical 
America,  Guaymas  to  Panama;  everywhere  common,  especially  about 
rocks.  Here  described  from  No.  29282,  U.S.N.M.,  from  Panama.  (Named 
for  Samuel  H.  Scudder,  the  well-known  entomologist,  who  made  a 
very  careful  study  of  these  fishes  while  a student  under  Professor 
Agassiz.) 

Hcemulon  seudderi,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1862,  253,  Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll 
Xantus) ; Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Beitr.,  lii,  18,  1875. 

Hceimdon  brevirostrum,  Gunther,  Fishes  Ceutr.  Amer.,  418,  1869,  Panama. 

Hcemulon  undecimale,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitr.,  iii,  11,  1875,  Acapulco;  Panama. 
Diahasis  scxiddcri,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  G.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  361,  626. 

Hcemulon  seudderi,  Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c.,  296;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  472. 

1608.  H.EMULON  t ARBOXARIUM,  Poey. 

(Kongo  Carbonero.) 

Head  3;  depth  2f ; eye  large,  3f  in  head.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales 
7-55-14.  Body  oblong;  the  back  not  greatly  elevated,  the  profile  nearly 
straight  or  slightly  convex  from  tip  of  snout  to  above  eye,  thence  gibbous 
to  front  of  dorsal;  snout  short,  moderately  pointed,  its  length  3^  in  head ; 
mouth  not  very  large;  the  gape  somewhat  curved;  the  maxillary  extend- 
ing nearly  or  quite  to  front  of  pupil,  its  length  2^  in  head;  lower  jaw 
rather  included.  Teeth  strong,  much  as  in  JET.  scinrus,  but  a little  shorter. 
Interorbital  space  flattish,  4 in  head ; preorbital  moderate,  its  least  breadth 
6 in  head ; preorbital  finely  but  rather  sharply  serrate ; gill  rakers  small, 
94-14.  Scales  moderate,  those  below  lateral  line  anteriorly  moderately 
enlarged,  their  series  nearly  horizontal;  series  above  lateral  line  very 
oblique.  Dorsal  spines  slender  and  high,  the  fourth  1|  in  head;  longest 
soft  rays  34 ; upper  caudal  lobe  a little  longer  than  lower,  14  in  head ; long- 
est anal  rays  24  in  head,  their  tips  when  depressed  reaching  beyond  tip 
of  last  ray ; second  anal  spine  strong,  2 in  head,  its  tip  reaching  when 
depressed  about  to  tip  of  last  soft  ray;  ventrals  1^  in  head;  pectorals  If. 
Color  in  life,  light  bluish-gray,  much  as  in  S.  plumieri;  body  with  7 or  8 
deep  brassy-yellow  stripes  which  are  horizontal  above,  those  below  the 
lateral  line  a little  curved,  following  the  rows  of  scales;  stripes  narrower 
than  interspaces  of  ground  color ; 3 stripes  above  lateral  line,  3 or  4 below, 
the  latter  paler ; little  black  under  angle  of  preopercle;  caudal  blackish- 
yellowish  at  tip ; soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  ventrals  yellowish-gray,  the  distal 
portion  blackish;  spinous  dorsal  bluish,  deep  yellow  at  base  and  edge;  a 
yellowish  stripe  along  middle  of  fin ; pectoral  plain,  a yellowish  bar  across 
its  base;  mouth  deep  red,  its  angle  dusky.  In  spirits,  grayish,  more  or 
less  shaded  with  dnsky,  the  stripes  rather  faint  orange-brown.  A few 
specimens  of  this  species  that  we  have  examined  have  the  ground  color 
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much  x)aler,  the  yellow  stripes  lighter,  and  the  fins  all  bright  yellow  with- 
out dusky  shades.  They  probably  represent  a variation  due  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  bottom,  and  are  apparently  analogous  to  the  form  of  B.  sciu- 
rns,  which  has  been  called  H.  multilineatum.  Length  about  10  inches. 
Here  described  from  Havana  specimens,  9 inches  in  length.  West  Indies 
and  the  Bermudas,  south  to  Brazil;  very  common  at  Havana,  (carhona- 
riiis,  coaly,  in  allusion  to  the  common  name.) 

Hcemulon  carhonarium,  Poey,  Memorias,  n,  176,  1860,  Cuba;  Poey,  Synopsis,  318,  1868; 

Jordan  & Swain,  1.  c,,  298;  Jordan  & Fesler,  ?.  c.,472. 

1669.  H.EMULON  STEINDAOIINEUI  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Roncador  Raiado.) 

Head  3;  dejith  2§.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  7-50-14  Body  oblong, 
moderately  compressed,  the  back  someAvhat  elevated;  the  profile  from  the 
snout  to  the  base  of  the  dorsal  rather  steeji  and  straight,  or  slightly 
convex;  snout  pointed,  of  moderate  length,  a little  more  than  ^ length 
of  head ; ventral  outline  little  curved ; caudal  peduncle  nearly  twice  as 
long  as  deep,  f length  of  head;  head  rather  long  and  pointed;  mouth 
large,  little  oblique,  the  i)remaxillary  below  lower  border  of  eye;  the 
lower  jaw  included;  the  maxillary  2 in  head,  reaehing  to  ojijiosite  mid- 
dle of  pupil,  its  posterior  portion  extending  behind  the  preorbital 
sheath.  Teeth  strong,  in  moderate  bands,  the  outer  series  enlarged, 
especially  in  the  upper  jaw  and  on  the  sides  of  the  lower  jaw.  Chin  with 
a large  pit  and  2 pores.  Eye  rather  large,  4 in  head,  shorter  than  snout, 
which  is  more  than  width  of  the  llattish  interorbital  space,  about  ^ 
wider  than  the  moderate  preorbital;  iireo]>ercie  sharply  serrate,  its  up- 
right limb  nearly  straight.  Gill  rakers  short  and  weak,  aliout  15  on  lower' 
part  of  arch.  Scales  moderate,  those  above  lateral  line  in  very  oblique*, 
series,  becoming  horizontal  on  the  caudal  xieduncle,  those  below  it  in 
horizontal  series;  vertical  fins  well-scaled,  the  scaly  sheaths  of  doi;sal  and 
anal  well  developed;  scales  on  breast  small.  Dorsal  fin  rather  high,  tin; 
spines  strong,  the  fourth  or  longest  2}  in  head,  about  i longer  than  the 
soft  rays;  caudal  short,  moderately  forked,  the  upper  lobe  slightly 
the  longer,  f head;  second  anal  spine  strong,  2|  in  head;  much  longer 
than  the  third  sjiine,  which  is  shorter  than  the  soft  rays;  soft  rays 
of  anal  high,  the  first  soft  ray  when  depressed  reaching  almost  to  tip  of 
last  ray  much  beyond  the  base  of  the  last  ray;  ventral  fins  f length 
of  head,  not  reaching  tips  of  xiectorals,  Avliich  are  about  f length  of 
head.  Color  in  life,  olive  or  gohlen-brown,  golden  below,  the  edges 
of  the  scales  of  back  with  brilliant  bluish  luster;  each  scale  on  back 
and  sides  with  a median  pearly-bluish  sjiot  (much  larger  than  the  spots 
in  Ljjthrulon  Jiaviyuttatum) , these  forming  very  distinct  streaks,  having 
the  direction  of  the  rows  of  scales;  head  brownish,  unspotted;  a large, 
distinct,  round  blackish  blotch  on  end  of  caudal  iieduncle  and  base  of 
caudal  fin,  more  distinct  than  in  other  species  known  to  us;  a distinct 
bluish-black  vertical  bar  on  lower  anterior  xiart  of  opercle,  partly  concealed 
by  angle  of  jireoporcle;  fins  all  bright  golden-yellow;  ventrals  and  anal 
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not  dark;  peritoneum  dusky-.  Here  described  from  No.  29387,  U.  S. 
N.  M.  Both  coasts  of  tropical  America;  Guaymas  to  Panama;  St. 
Lucia  to  Rio  Janeiro;  especially  abundant  about  Mazatlan.  A species 
of  small  size,  generally  common  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America 
and  on  the  southeast  ^‘oast  of  Brazil,  and  a specimen  before  us  was 
taken  by  the  Albatross  at  St.  Lucia.  We  have  examined  numerous 
specimens  from  Brazil  in  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology  (from  Rio 
Janeiro,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  Para,  and  Maranhao)  and  others  from  Acapulco. 
On  comparing  these  with  Pacific  coast  examples  we  find  no  difierence. 
This  is  probably  not  the  original  of  the  poorly  figured  H.  schranki  of 
Agassiz,  which  on  the  whole  seems  most  likely  to  have  been  a faded 
example  of  H.  melamirnm.  (Named  for  Dr.  Franz  Steindachner,  director 
of  the  museum  at  Vienna,  one  of  the  most  accurate  and  sagacious  of 
ichthyologists.) 

Diabasis  steindachneri,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881  (1882),  322,  Pan- 
ama and  Mazatlan  (Types  Nos.  29305  aud  29387  (Panama),  and  28172,  etc.  (Mazat- 
lan). Coll.  Gilbert.) 

Hcemulon  caudimacida,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitriige,  iii,  15,  1875;  not  of  Cuvier  <fc 
Valenciennes. 

Hcemulon  steindachneri,  Jordan  <fe  Swain,  1.  c.,  299, 1884. 

Hcemulon  schranki,  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891,  153;  Jordan  A 
Fesler,  1.  c.,  473, 1893 ; not  of  Agassiz. 

1670.  HiEMULOV  MELAXURUM  (Linnaeus). 

(Jeni'guana.i 

Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  7-50-15.  Eye  moderate, 
5 in  head ; iuterorbital  width  4 ; preorbital  low,  its  least  breadth  7 in  head. 
Gill  rakers  small,  8-1-13.  Body  comparatively  elongate,  the  back  not 
much  elevated,  the  profile  slightly  convex  from  tip  of  snout  to  front  of 
eye,  thence  more  convex  to  frout  of  dorsal;  snout  of  moderate  length, 
rather  pointed,  2f  in  head;  mouth  rather  large,  the  gape  a little  curved, 
the  maxillary  reaching  past  front  of  pupil,  its  length  2 in  head;  teeth 
moderate,  those  in  frout  somewhat  enlarged;  antrorse  teeth  of  posterior 
part  of  jaws  not  very  large.  Scales  moderate,  those  above  lateral  line  not 
enlarged,  their  arrangement  about  as  in  H.  sciurus.  Dorsal  spines  rather 
slender,  the  fourth  2J  in  head;  upper  caudal  lobe  the  longer,  1^  in  head; 
longest  anal  rays  3 in  head,  their  tips,  when  depressed,  not  extending 
beyond  last  ray;  second  anal  spine  2^  to  2f  in  head,  reaching,  when 
depressed,  rather  beyond  middle  of  last  ray;  ventrals  If  in  head;  pec- 
torals 1^,  not  reaching  past  ventrals.  Color  in  life,  pearly  gray ; back  and 
sides  with  about  10  horizontal  stripes  of  golden  yellow,  narrower  than 
the  interspaces  of  the  groundcolor;  snout  above  bluish-dusky ; a dusky 
stripe  through  eye  from  tip  of  snout  to  behind  gill  opening;  a well-defined 
black  area  on  back  and  caudal  fin,  bounded  below  by  an  almost  straight 
line  from  first  dorsal  spine  to  tip  of  lower  caudal  lobe ; middle  part  of  both 
caudal  lobes  black,  the  edges  gray;  a black  spot  under  angle  of  preo- 
percle;  mouth  within  very  red;  pectorals,  ventrals,  and  anal  gray,  not 
yellow;  soft  dorsal  dusky  along  the  base.  West  Indies;  rather  coinmou 
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at  Havana  and  southward.  It  reaches  a length  of  about  a foot.  Here 
described  from  Havana  specimens.  Others  examined  from  St.  Thomas, 
Nassau,  and  Sombrero  Key.  black;  oz)pd,  tail.) 

Perea  marina  cauda  nigra  (Black  tail),  Catesby,  Hist.  Car.,  pi.  7,  fig.  2, 1743,  Bahamas. 
Perea  melanura,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  x,  292,  1758;  xii,  486,  1766,  Bahamas;  based  on 
Catesby. 

Hcemulon  sehranki,  Agassiz,  Spix,  Pise.  Brasil.,  121,  pi.  69, 1829,  Brazil. 

Hcemulon  dor  sale,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  179, 1860,  Cuba. 

Hcemulon  melanurum,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1871,  471 ; Jordan  &.  Swain,  . c.,  300, 
1884;  Jordan  & Fesleb,  1.  c.,  473, 

1671.  H.E.lllLO>  SCIURUS  (Shaw). 

(Yellow  Grunt ; Kongo  Amarillo;  Boar  Grunt.) 

Head2|;  depth  2|,  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales 7-53-14.  Eye  moderate, 
4 in  head ; interorbital  space  convex,  3|  in  head ; preorbital  moderate,  its 
least  breadth  6|  iiihead ; preopercle  finely  serrate ; gill  rakers  small,  about 
13+17.  Body  oblong;  the  back  not  specially  elevated;  the  profile  nearly 
straight  or  slightly  concave  from  tip  of  snout  to  before  eye,  thence  a little 
gibbous  to  base  of  dorsal;  snout  moderately  acute,  24  in  head.  Mouth 
large,  the  gajie  curved,  the  maxillary  reaching  a little  past  front  of  pupil, 
its  length  2 in  head;  lower  jaw  slightly  included;  teeth  strong;  upper 
jaw  in  front  with  about  3 strong  canines  on  each  side,  these  stronger 
than  any  of  the  other  teeth;  front  teeth  of  lower  jaw  rather  strong,  as 
also  the  antrorse  teeth  of  the  back  part  of  both  jaws.  Scales  moderate, 
those  above  lateral  line  not  at  all  enlarged,  arranged  in  oblique  series, 
those  below  in  nearly  horizontal  ones.  Dorsal  spines  rather  slender,  the 
fourth  longest,  2|-  in  head;  longest  soft  rays  4;  upper  caudal  lobe  longer 
than  lower,  I4  in  head;  longest  anal  rays  2;^  in  head,  tbeir  tips,  when 
depressed,  extending  beyond  the  tips  of  the  last  rays;  second  anal  spine 
stronger  and  longer  than  third,  2|  in  head,  its  tip,  when  depressed,  reach- 
ing past  the  middle  of  the  last  ray;  ventrals  If  in  head;  pectorals  1^. 
Color  in  life,  deep  brassy  yellow,  scarcely  paler  below  or  darker  above; 
head  and  boily  with  about  12  conspicuous  slightly  wavy,  longitudinal 
stripes  of  sky-blue,  deepest  on  the  snout,  each  with  a very  narrow  edge 
of  dusky  olive;  these  stripes  011  the  head  curving  upward  below  eye,  the 
first  stripe  below  eye  forking  near  the  posterior  margin  of  preopercle  and 
inclosing  an  oblong  area  of  the  ground  color;  iris  gilt,  a dark  spot  under 
the  angle  of  preopercle;  spinous  dorsal  edged  and  shaded  with  yellowish, 
its  membrane  mostly  bluish;  soft  dorsal  yellowish;  caudal  yellowish, 
broadly  dusky  at  base,  the  degree  of  this  duskiness  being  variable ; mouth 
deep  orange  within ; pectorals  pale  yellowish ; anal  and  ventrals  deejier 
yellowish;  the  young  have  more  yellow  on  fins  and  less  on  body,  with 
traces  of  a dark  caudal  spot.  The  coloration  becomes  fainter  in  spirits, 
the  blue  lines  becoming  gray.  Here  described  from  examples  from  Key 
West,  10  inches  in  length.  Specimens  from  Cuba  are  slightly  darker, 
but  not  otherwise  different.  Among  them  are  2 which  evidently  corre- 
spond to  H.  mult  Hi  neat  am  of  Poey.  These,  in  life,  showed  the  following 
coloration:  Clear  bright  yellow,  with  brassy  tinge,  the  stripes  clear 
sky-blue,  without  darker  edge;  iris  yellow,  no  black  at  base  of  caudal; 
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mouth  deep  red,  no  black  under  angle  of  preopercle;  fins  yellow;  pec- 
torals and  ventrals  little  yellow.  Color  in  life  notably  different  from 
that  of  H.  sciurus,  but  the  difference  consists  really  in  the  absence  of 
dusky  shading  and  disappears  entirely  in  spirits,  these  specimens  being 
now  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  ordinary  H.  sciurus.  West  Indies; 
Florida  Keys  to  Brazil;  everywhere  common  in  the  West  Indies;  a hand- 
some species,  reaching  a length  of  18  inches,  (sciurus,  squirrel,  from  the 
grunting  noise  of  Diplectrum  formosum,  with  which  species  it  was  early 
confounded). 

Anthias  formosus,  Bloch,  Ichthyol.,  pi.  323,  1790,  Antilles;  not  Ferca  formosa,  Linn^us, 
with  wliich  it  is  ulentilied;  the  latter  is  Diplectriim formosum. 

Sparus  sciurus,  Shaw,  General  Zoology,  iv,  i*l.  64,  1803,  Antilles;  based  on  the  descrip- 
tion and  figure  of  Bloch. 

Hcemulon  elcgans,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  ii,  175,  1829;  no  description;  based  on 
the  figure  by  Bloch;  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Kat.  Poiss.,  v,  227,1830;  Gun- 
ther, Cat.,  I,  306. 

?Diabasis  obliquatus,*  Bennett,  Zoological  Journal  London,  v,  1835,  90,  Jamaica.  Blue 
stripes  on  body  said  to  be  oblique,  the  description  not  corresponding  fully  to  this  or 
any  other  known  species. 

? Hcermdon  similis,  Castelnau,  Auim.  Horn.  Hares,  ii,  1855,  Bahia;  description  very  imper- 
fect. 

Hcemulon  luteum,  Poey,  Memorias,  li,  174, 1860,  Cuba. 

Hcemulon  multilineatum,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  178, 1860,  Cuba. 

Hcemulon  Mans,  Haly,  Ann.  Nat.  Hist.,  xv,  1875,  268,  specimen  from  Aspinwall. 

Diabasis  elegans,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  923. 

Hcenmlon  sciurus,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus  1884, 126;  Jordan  &.  Swain,  1.  c.,  301. 
Hcemulon  .■?ciwrMS.  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  474, 1893. 


1672.  HEMULON  PLUMIEKI  (LacepMe). 

(Common  Grunt ; RoncoRonco;  Ronco  ArarA.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2f ; eye  small,  5 to  6 in  head.  D.  XII,  1(>;  A.  Ill,  8; 
scales  5-50-17.  Body  moderately  elongate,  the  back  elevated  and  some- 
what compressed;  head  long,  the  snout  sharp  and  projecting,  its  length  21 
in  head;  anterior  profile  more  or  less  S-shaped,  nearly  straight  from  tip  of 
snout  to  before  ej^e,  there  concave,  and  thence  gibbous  to  the  front  of 
dorsal,  old  specimens  having  the  nape  more  gibbous  than  young  ones. 

* The  following  is  Bennett’s  description  of — 

^'Diabasis  obliquatus. — Diabasis  jfavescens,  capite  vittis  coeruleis  duodecim,  corpore 
lineis  coeruleis  obliquis  numerosis.  Dorsal  }§;  pectoral  16;  ventral  {■;  anal  ,^5;  caudal 
16.  On  a yellowish,  somewhat  fuscous,  ground  (perhaps  altered  by  the  spirit,  in  which 
the  specimen  has  been  immersed  for  about  three  months) ; the  markings  are  pale  blue,  in 
numerous  vittae ; those  on  the  head  and  opei’cula,  which  are  somewhat  broader  and  more 
deeply  coloured  than  those  of  the  body,  are  nearly  longitudinal,  about  twelve  in  number; 
those  of  the  body  are  oblique,  directed  upward  and  backward.  The  latter  are  formed 
bylines  passing  across  the  middle  of  each  scale,  and  are  consequently  numerous,  not  less 
than  sixteen  or  seventeen  being  crossed  by  a line  drawn  from  the  junction  of  the  spinous 
and  soft  portions  of  the  dorsal  fin  to  the  belly  in  front  of  the  anus.  On  the  tail,  behind 
the  dorsal  and  anal  fins,  the  markings  become  longitudinal,  in  about  nine  rows.  The  fins, 
especially  their  scalj",  soft  portions,  are  more  fuscous  than  the  body;  into  these  the  mark- 
ings do  not  extend.  The  lateral  line,  deflected  opposite  to  the  extremity  of  the  dorsal 
fin,  is  yellow,  anti  is  accompanied  below  by  a blue  line;  a .similar  line,  but  more  distinct, 
passes  along  its  upper  edge.  The  caudal  fin  is  forked;  the  spines  of  the  dorsal  are  fila- 
mentous. The  front  and  extreme  teeth  in  each  jaw,  especially  in  the  upper,  are  longer 
and  stronger  than  the  others,  and  are  somewhat  hooked,  a variance  from  the  generic 
mark  ‘ dents  en  velours’  indicated  by  M.  Cuvier.” 
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Mouth  very  large,  the  gape  curved;  maxillary  reaching  to  a little  beyond 
front  of  eye,  its  length  in  head;  lower  jaw  slightly  included.  Teeth 
strong,  in  rather  broad  bands,  those  of  the  outer  series  enlarged ; antrorse 
teeth  of  posterior  part  of  both  jaws  strong.  Interorbital  space  convex, 
4 in  head;  preorbital  rather  deep,  its  least  breadth  6 in  head;  preopercle 
finely  serrate.  Gill  rakers  small,  about  12+15.  Scales  rather  large,  those 
above  lateral  line  anteriorly  very  much  enlarged,  arranged  in  irregular  and 
very  oblique  series,  those  below  also  oblique. 

Dorsal  spines  stout,  the  fourth  longest,  2|  in  head;  longest  soft  rays  3| 
in  head;  caudal  lobes  subequal,  2 in  head;  longest  anal  rays  2i  in  head, 
their  tips,  when  depressed,  about  reaching  tips  of  the  last  rays;  second 
anal  spine  longer  and  stronger  than  third,  in  head,  its  tip,  when 
depressed,  at  least  reaching  middle  of  last  ray;  ventrals  If  in  head;  pec- 
torals 1|.  Color  in  life  bluish-gray,  the  base  of  the  scales  above  bright 
bronze,  tinged  with  olive;  bases  of  scales  below  lateral  line  also  bronze, 
this  color  forming  A^ery  oblique  stripes,  running  upward  and  backward; 
anterior  region  above  lateral  line  with  3 or  4 sky-blue  stripes,  ill-defined, 
apparently  continuations  of  stripes  of  head ; head  golden-bronze,  with 
many  narrow  stripes  of  deep  clear  blue,  as  if  i)aiuted  on,  these  nearly 
horizontal,  except  before  eye,  where  a few  curved  ones  cross  the  forehead ; 
also  these  lines  curve  slightly  upward  below  eye.  Lips  dusky;  inside  of 
mouth  deep  orange,  bordered  anteriorly  on  the  jaws  by  yellow ; a greenish 
bar  on  opercle  partly  concealed  by  the  preopercle;  dorsal  grayish,  with  a 
narrow  yellow  edge  on  spinous  portion ; caudal  plain  gray ; anal  gray,  tinged 
with  yellow ; ventrals  gray,  with  a clear  blue  luster  which  disappears  after 
death ; pectorals  gray,  a dusky  bar  at  base.  There  is  considerable  varia_ 
tion  in  the  depth  of  color  in  this  species.  The  young  is  similar  to  the 
adult  in  color,  but  has  traces  of  two  lateral  bands  and  a dusky  caudal 
spot.  The  color  in  spirits  differs  only  in  the  blue  becoming  dusky.  West 
Indies;  abundant  from  Cape  Hatteras  to  Rio  Janeiro  on  sandy  shores;  here 
described  from  Key  West  specimens.  This  species  is  the  “Grunt''  par 
excellence  of  our  South  Atlantic  coast.  It  is  not  rare  in  West  Florida  and 
on  the  Carolina  coast,  while  at  Key  West  it  is  the  most  abundant  food-fish, 
the  amount  taken  during  the  year  exceeding  that  of  all  other  shore  species 
combined.  At  HaA'ana  it  is  proportionally  much  less  common,  though  still 
the  most  abundant  of  its  genus.  It  does  not  usually  exceed  a foot  in 
length,  although  individuals  18  inches  long  are  sometimes  taken.  These 
large  grunts  have  the  back  and  nape  more  elevated,  and  correspond  to 
Cuvier's  Hwmulon  arcuatum.  (Named  for  Father  Plumier,  an  early  natural- 
ist who  sent  drawings  of  the  fishes  of  Martinique  to  the  museums  of  Europe. ) 

Guabi  coara  brasiliensibus.  Marcgeaa'E,  Hist.  Brasil.,  163, 1648,  Brazil. 

Perea  manna  capita  striato  (the  Grunt),  Catesby,  Hist.  Carolina,  pi.  6,  1743,  Bahamas, 
etc. 

Labrus  plumieri,  LaC^pede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  lil, 480,  pi. 2,  fig.  2,  1802,  Martinique;  on  a 
copy  of  a drawing  by  Plumier. 

Hcamulon  formosum,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  li,  175,  1829,  Martinique ; Gunther, 
Cat.,  1, 305, 1859;  not  Perea  formosa  of  Linn.^:us. 
llcemulon  arcuatum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ix,  481, 1833,  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 
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Hcemulon  arara,  Poey,  Memorias,  li,  177,  1860,  Cuba, 

Hcemulon  subarcuatum,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  419, 1860,  Cuba;  a specimen  with  blue  bands 
on  anterior  half  of  bead  only. 

Diabasis plumieri,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  603;  Jordan  <fe  Gil- 
bert, Synopsis,  971. 

Scemulon  plumieri,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  126;  Jordan  <fc 
Swain,  1.  c.,  303;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  475. 

1673.  H,EMULON  FLAVOLINEATUM  (Desmarest). 

(French  Grunt  ; Open-mouthed  Grunt  ; Kongo  Condenado.) 

Head  3;  depth  2f.  D.  XII,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  6-50-11.  Eye  large,  3^ 
in  head;  iuterorbital  width  3|;  preorbital  low,  its  least  width  7^  in  head. 
Preopercle  rather  evenly  and  sharply  serrate ; gill  rakers  very  small,  about 
8 + 13.  Body  oblong-ovate,  comparatively  deep  and  compressed;  back 
somewhat  elevated;  anterior  profile  nearly  straight  from  the  tip  of  the 
snout  to  the  nape,  thence  gently  convex;  snout  rather  short,  acute,  its 
length  3 in  head.  Mouth  not  very  large,  the  gape  curved ; maxillary  reach- 
ing about  to  opposite  front  of  the  pupil,  its  length  2}  in  head.  Teeth  of 
moderate  size,  the  outer  enlarged;  antrorse  teeth  in  the  posterior  part  of 
each  jaw  considerably  enlarged;  those  of  the  upper  jaw  caninelike,  larger 
than  any  of  the  other  teeth.  Scales  large;  those  of  the  anterior  and  mid- 
dle parts  of  the  body,  down  to  the  level  of  the  lower  part  of  pectoral, 
much  enlarged,  having  nearly  double  the  depth  of  the  scales  above  lateral 
line ; rows  above  lateral  line  running  very  obliquely  upward  and  back- 
ward; those  below  somewhat  wavy,  most  of  them  forming  a curve  with 
the  convexity  downward  and  backward.  Dorsal  spines  moderate,  the 
fourth  2 in  head;  upper  caudal  lobe  1|;  longest  anal  rays  2^  in  head,  their 
tips  extending,  when  depressed,  beyond  the  tip  of  the  last  ray ; second  anal 
spine  much  longer  and  stronger  than  third,  2 in  head,  its  tip,  when 
depressed,  reaching  nearly  to  tip  of  last  ray;  ventrals  If  in  head;  pec- 
torals narrow  and  long  reaching  to  vent,  1^.  Color  in  life,  light  bluish-gray 
as  ground  color.  A bronze-yellow  spot  on  the  upper  part  of  each  scale, 
these  forming  continuous  undulating  stripes  on  the  whole  body  and  head, 
wider  than  the  interspaces  of  the  ground  color;  on  caudal  peduncle  they 
are  nearly  straight;  on  anterior  part  of  the  body  below  lateral  line  they 
are  broader  and  very  oblique.  A horizontal  stripe,  crossing  the  others, 
runs  along  the  side  of  back  from  occiput  to  last  rays  of  soft  dorsal,  of  the 
same  golden-yellow;  yellow  around  eye;  yellow  shades  and  streaks  on 
cheeks,  not  stronglj^  marked  as  in  H.  sciuriis  and  H. plumieri;  yellow  stripes 
on  top  of  head ; angle  of  mouth  black,  inside  brick-red ; a large  black  blotch 
under  angle  of  preopercle;  fins  bright  golden-yellow,  the  pectoral  and 
spinous  dorsal  paler.  In  spirits  the  ground  color  becomes  grayish  and  the 
stripes  brownish  or  dusky.  Length  afoot.  West  Indies;  Florida  Keys 
and  Bermudas  to  Brazil;  rare  in  Florida,  common  in  the  West  Indies;  one 
of  the  most  strongly  marked  species.  Here  described  from  Havana  speci- 
mens. {flavus,  yellow;  lineatus,  marked  with  lines.) 

Diabasis  flavolineatus,  Desmarest,  Prem.  Decade  Iclith.,  35,  pi.  2,  fig.  1, 1823,  Cuba. 
Hcemulon  heterodon,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed. 2,  ii,  176,  1829,  Cuba;  based  on  Diabase 
rayee  of  Desmarest;  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  255,  1830. 
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Hcemulon  xanthopteron,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  254,  1830, 

Martinique. 

Hcemulon  xanthopterum,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  312, 1859. 

Hcemulon  flavolineatum,  Poey,  Kepertorio,  i,  309,  1867;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  476; 

Jordan  & Swain,  l.c.,  305. 

538.  BRACHYGENYS,  Sciidder. 

Brachygenys  (Scudder  MS.)  Poey,  Synopsis  Piscium  Cubensium,  310,  1868  (tceniatum) . 

This  genus  differs  from  Hwmulon  in  the  small  mouth  and  slender  body, 
the  cleft  of  the  mouth  being  less  than  ^ head,  the  snout  very  short,  the 
frontal  foramina  separate,  placed  some  distance  before  the  very  short 
supraoccipital  crest.  Jaws  red  within.  One  species  known.  {f5paxv'i, 
short;  yevv^,  chin.) 

1674.  BRACHYGEM’S  CHRYSARGYREUS  (Giinther). 

Head  3i ; depth  3f  to  3^  ; eye  very  large,  3.  D.  XII,  14 ; A.  Ill,  9 ; scales 
7-52-13.  Body  more  elongate  than  in  any  of  the  other  species,  except  B. 
aurolineatum,  moderately  compressed,  the  back  little  elevated,  the  profile 
forming  a weak  but  nearly  regular  curve  from  in  front  of  eyes  to  dorsal ; 
before  the  eyes  is  a slight  angle  and  the  profile  of  the  snout  is  rather 
more  steep;  snout  very  short  and  obtuse,  its  length  3f  in  head;  mouth 
very  small  for  the  genus,  smaller  than  in  any  other  species,  its  gape  but 
little  curved;  maxillary  reaching  a little  past  front  of  eye,  its  length  3^ 
in  head;  teeth  weaker  than  in  any  other  of  our  species,  the  posterior 
teeth  scarcely  enlarged ; interorbital  space  broad,  convex,  its  breadth  4 
in  head;  preorbital  very  low,  its  least  breadth  7^  in  head.  Preopercle 
evenly  and  rather  sharply  serrate.  Gill  rakers  .small,  8 -f- 15.  Scales  small, 
very  regularly  arranged,  those  above  lateral  line  in  very  obliipie  series, 
those  below  in  horizontal  .series.  Dorsal  spines  slender  and  high,  the 
fourth  1|  in  head;  upper  caudal  lobe  1;  posterior  of  anal  concave,  longest 
rays  2 in  head,  their  tips  not  nearly  reaching,  when  depressed,  to  the  tips 
of  the  last  rays;  second  anal  spine  short  and  weak,  2|  in  head,  not  longer 
than  third,  and  but  little  stronger,  its  tip,  when  depressed,  reaching  to 
base  of  the  median  soft  rays  and  not  to  the  tip  of  the  third  spine ; ventrals 
1|  in  head;  pectorals  1?  ; frontal  foramina  separate,  some  distance  before 
the  very  low  supraoccipital  crest.  Color  in  life,  bluish  above,  white  below, 
sides  with  5 stripes  of  clear  bronze-orange,  4 most  distinct,  all  of  equal 
width,  about  half  pupil ; a median  stripe  from  middle  of  interorbital  space 
to  dorsal;  the  next  pair  from  tip  of  snout  above  to  last  rays  of  dorsal, 
becoming  median  on  caudal  peduncle;  1 from  nostril  above  eye  to  below 
last  rays  of  soft  dorsal ; 1 through  snout  and  eye,  straight  to  base  of 
caudal;  1 below  eye  to  lower  part  of  caudal;  a very  faint  one  from  angle 
of  mouth  and  along  lower  part  of  sides;  axil  slightly  dusky;  fins  all  light 
orange-yellow,  unmarked;  dorsal  and  anal  with  very  narrow  dusky  edge; 
no  trace  of  dark  caudal  spot ; mouth  pale  reddish  within  in  young,  light 
orange  in  adults.  In  spirits  the  body  and  head  are  bluish-silvery.  This 
little  fish,  the  smallest  of  the  group,  is  abundant  both  at  Key  AVest  and 
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Havana.  None  of  the  specimens  seen  exceeds  6 inches  in  length.  It 
differs  from  the  others  in  the  less  development  of  the  cavernous  structure 
of  the  skull,  the  foramina  on  the  frontal  region  being  inconspicuous. 
(XPod6<^,  gold;  dpyvpeoi,  silver.) 

Hcemulon  chrysargyreum,  Gunther,  Cat.,  l,  314,  1859,  Trinidad. 

Hcemulon  tceniatuni,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  182,  1860,  Cuba;  young. 

Brachygenys  tceniata,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  47,  1875. 

Hceimdon  chrysargyreum,  Jordan  <fc  Fesler,  1.  c.,  476. 


539.  BATHYSTOMA,  Scudder. 

(Tom  Tates.) 

Bathystoma  (Scudder  MS.)  Putnam,  Bull.Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  i,  12,  1863  {jeniguano,  etc.) ; 
no  definition. 

This  genus  differs  from  Hcemulon  in  the  presence  of  13  dorsal  spines; 
body  rather  elongate ; gill  rakers  rather  numerous,  12  to  18  on  lower  part 
of  anterior  arch;  mouth  moderate;  scales  small;  frontal  foramina  long, 
divided  slits  in  front  of  the  supraoccipital  crest.  Jaws  red  within, 
low;  drojua,  mouth.) 

a.  Mouth  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye,  its  length  about  \ head;  gill 
rakers  rather  short  and  few;  scales  moderate,  50  to  55  in  the  lateral  line;  second 
anal  spine  scarcelj'  larger  or  longer  than  third,  2|  or  more  in  head. 
b.  Body  oblong,  the  back  moderately  elevated,  the  depth  2|  to  3 in  length. 

RIMATOR,  1675. 

hb.  Body  subfusiform,  the  back  little  elevated,  the  depth  3|  to  3^  in  length. 

AUROLINEATUM,  1676. 

aa.  Mouth  rather  small,  the  maxillary  not  reaching  to  opposite  middle  of  eye,  its 
length  not  quite  4 head;  gill  rakers  numerous,  rather  long;  scales  small, 
about  70  in  lateral  line;  second  anal  spine  notably  longer  and  larger  than  third; 
body  more  elongate  than  in  other  species,  depth  about  3^  iu  length. 

STRIATUM,  1677. 


1675.  BATHYSTOMA  RIMATOR  (Jordan  <fc  Swain). 

(Tom  Tate;  Red-mouth  Grunt  ; C^sar.) 

Head  2f ; depth  2f ; eye  rather  large,  4:^  in  head;  interorbital  space  con- 
vex, 3|  in  head;  preorbital  low,  its  least  breadth  8 in  head.  Gill  rakers 
small,  about  11+16.  D.  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  8-51-13.  Body  rather 
elongate  but  not  fusiform,  the  back  somewhat  elevated,  the  profile  straight 
or  slightly  convex  from  tip  of  snout  to  behind  eye,  where  it  becomes  grad- 
ually more  convex;  snout  short,  rather  pointed,  about  3 in  head.  Mouth 
large,  the  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  pupil,  its  length  2 in  head.  Teeth 
not  very  strong,  those  of  the  outer  series  a little  enlarged,  the  antrores 
posterior  teeth  rather  large.  Scales  rather  small,  those  above  lateral  line 
regularly  arranged  in  oblique  series,  the  series  below  nearly  horizontal. 
Dorsal  spines  slender  and  high,  the  fourth  2 to  2^  in  head;  upper  caudal 
lobe  in  head ; longest  anal  rays  3 in  head,  their  tips  not  reaching  tips  of 
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last  rays  when  depressed;  second  anal  spine  but  little  longer  than  third, 
in  head,  the  two  more  nearly  equal  than  usual  in  this  genus,  their  tips, 
when  depressed,  reaching  middle  of  last  ray ; ventrals  If  in  head ; pectorals 
1^,  their  tips  not  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals.  Frontal  foramina  as  in 
other  species  of  the  subgenus  Bathystonia,  long  divided  slits  in  front  of  the 
supraoccipital  crest.  Color  in  life,  silvery  white,  slightly  bluish  above, 
with  iridescent  reflections;  edges  of  scales  of  body  light  yellow,  these 
forming  continuous  light  yellow  lines,  those  below  lateral  line  horizontal, 
those  above  very  oblique;  besides  these,  a narrow  continuous  streak  of 
light  yellow  above  lateral  line,  from  head  to  end  of  soft  dorsal,  and  another 
from  eye  to  middle  of  caudal;  head  silvery-yellowish  above;  inside  of 
mouth  red;  no  black  under  preopercle;  traces  of  black  blotch  at  base  of 
caudal ; fins  colorless,  the  lower  slightly  yellowish.  Young  are  light  oliva- 
ceous, grayish-silvery  below ; a dark  brouze  band,  narrower  than  pupil, 
darkest  in  the  younger  specimen  from  snout  through  eye  straight  to  base 
of  caudal ; above  this,  2 or  3 dark  streaks,  the  middle  one  most  dis- 
tinct, from  eye  to  above  gill  opening;  another,  beginning  on  top  of  snout 
on  each  side,  passing  above  eye,  and  extending  parallel  with  the  first-men- 
tioned stripe  straight  to  last  ray  of  dorsal,  where  it  meets  its  fellow  of  the 
opposite  side;  a dark  streak  from  tip  of  snout  along  median  line  to  front 
of  dorsal ; a large  rounded  black  blotch  at  base  of  caudal,  somewhat 
obscure  dusky  shading  below  soft  dorsal  and  at  base  of  pectoral;  fins  all 
plain,  upper  slightly  dusky;  anal  nearly  white;  pectorals,  caudal,  and 
ventrals  light  yellow;  lining  of  opercle  plain  orange;  inside  of  mouth 
scarlet.  In  the  large  specimen  (5^  inches  long)  the  dark  stripes  are  fainter, 
paler,  and  more  yellowish ; several  fainter  bands  occur  betweeu  the  broader 
ones,  and  faint  oblique  streaks  of  light  bronze  follow  the  rows  of  scales, 
those  above  lateral  line  oblique.  In  spirits  the  adult  is  plain  silvery.  West 
Indies;  Cape  Hatteras  to  Trinidad;  apparently  more  abundant  on  our 
South  Atlantic  coast  than  southward;  not  seen  at  Havana.  Abundant 
about  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  where  it  is  one  of  the  most  abundant 
food-fishes.  About  Pensacola  and  Key  West  the  adult  are  less  numerous, 
but  at  the  latter  place  the  young  swarm  everywhere  about  the  wharves 
and  shores,  {rimator,  inquirer,  in  allusion  to  the  inquisitive  habits  of  the 
young,  which  swarm  about  the  wharves,  nibbling  bait  intended  for  larger 
fishes.) 

Hoernulon  rimator,  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  308,  Charleston;  Key 
West;  Pensacola;  JORDAN  Fesler,  1.  c.,  477. 

Hcernulon  chrysopteron,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  240,  1830,  brouglit 
by  Milbertfrom  New  York;  erroneously  identified  with  Perea  c/ir?/soj:;tera,  Liunaeus, 
which  is  an  Orthopristis. 

Ucemxdon  chrysopterum,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  313, 1859. 

Hcernulon  qxmdrilineatum,  Holbrook,  Ichth.  S.  Ca^,  195,  I860;  not  of  Cuvier  & Valen- 
ciennes. 

Hcernulon  ? caudirnacula,  Poey,  Synopsis,  47,1875;  not  of  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes. 
Hcernulon  parree,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  47,  1875;  not  Piaftasis  parra,  Des.marest. 

Diabasis  anrolineatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  276,307;  Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  973 ; not  Hcernulon  aurolineatum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 
Diabasis  chrysopterus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  553. 
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1676.  BATHISTOMA  AUROLINEATUM  * (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Jeni'guano.) 

Head  3;  depth  Sf;  eye  large,  3i  iu  head;  interorhital  space  convex,  its 
width  4 in  head;  preorhital  very  low,  its  least  breadth  about  7 in  head. 
Gill  rakers  small,  about  12  on  lower  part  of  arch.  D.  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  8; 
scales  8-51-13.  Body  compressed,  fusiform,  the  hack  not  elevated;  the 
])rofile  forming  a weak  hiit  nearly  regular  curve  from  the  tip  of  the  snout 
to  the  front  of  the  dorsal ; snout  short,  moderately  pointed,  3 in  head ; 
mouth  large,  curved,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  slightly  beyond  middle  of 
pupil,  its  length  1|  in  head.  Teeth  not  very  strong,  about  as  in  B.  rimator. 
Scales  rather  small,  arranged  about  as  iu  B.  rimator.  Dorsal  spines 
slender,  rather  high,  the  fourth  2^  in  head;  upper  caudal  lobe  1^  in 
head;  longest  anal  rays  2^  in  head,  their  tips  not  reaching  nearly  to  tips 
of  last  rays;  second  anal  spine  not  very  much  longer  than  third,  about  3 
in  head,  reaching,  when  depressed,  little  past  the  base  of  the  last  ray; 
ventrals  1^  in  head;  pectorals  1^,  their  tips  reaching  slightly  beyond 
tips  of  ventrals.  Color  in  life,  dusky  gray,  with  7 or  8 yellow  lon- 
gitudinal streaks,  the  one  through  eye  widest;  mouth  very  red;  no 
dusky  spot  under  the  angle  of  preopercle;  fins  gray;  dorsal  scarcely  yel- 
lowish. Inspirits  the  vertical  fins  and  snout  are  somewhat  dusky;  the 
paired  fins  are  grayish,  the  golden  stripes  faint.  Length  6 to  8 inches. 
Here  described  from  Havana  specimens.  West  Indies;  Florida  Keys  to 
Brazil;  very  abundant  at  Havana,  where  it  is  often  brought  into  tbe 
market.  It  is  smaller  in  size  than  any  other  of  this  or  related  genera 
except  Brachygenys  chrysargyreum.  It  has  been  taken  at  Garden  Key,  Fla., 
but  was  not  observed  at  Key  West,  (anriim,  gold;  lineatus,  striped.) 

Hcemulon  a^irolineatum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  237,  1830,  Brazil; 
San  Domingo;  JORDAN  & Pesler,  (.  c.,478. 

Hcemulon  jeniguano,  Poey,  Memorias,ii , 183,  1860,  Cuba;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
925. 

Hcemulon  auroUneatum,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  318, 1859. 

1677.  BATHISTOMA  STRIATUM  (Linnaeus). 

(White  Grunt.) 

Head  34;  depth  34;  eye  large,  3f  in  head.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales 
7-70-18.  Body  elongate,  fusiform,  more  slender  than  in  any  other  of  the 
species,  the  hack  little  elevated,  not  much  compressed,  the  anterior  pro- 
file gently  convex,  not  steep.  Head  small,  the  snout  short  and  not  very 
acute,  its  length  34  in  head;  mouth  comparatively  small,  smaller  than  in 
B.  auroUneatum,  the  maxillary  extending  to  beyond  front  of  pupil,  its 

* We  have  adopted  the  name  auroli§ieatum  for  this  species,  and  not  for  J?.  rimator,  on 
the  strength  of  the  following  account  of  the  typical  specimen  of  BCithystoma  aurolinea- 
turn  received  from  Dr.  H.  E.  Sauvage,  of  the  museum  at  Paris. 

Hcemulon  auroUneatum,  Brazil,  Delalande,  type.  Length  of  the  body,  0.220  m. ; height 
of  body,  0.055  m ; length  of  the  head,  0.60  m.  Height  of  the  body  contained  nearly  4 
times  in  the  total  length,  and  3^  witliout  the  caudal. 

As  the  description  of  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes  agrees  in  other  respects  equally  well  with 
either  species,  the  above  measurements  leave  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of  their  type  with 
B.  jeniguano.  Bathystoma  rimator,  young  or  old,  is  never  so  slender  as  the  aboVe  meas- 
urements would  indicate. 
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length  in  head.  Teeth  rather  small,  the  outer  and  posterior  a little 
enlarged;  lower  jaw  slightly  included.  Preorbital  narrow,  its  least 
breadth  9 in  head ; interorbital  space  broad,  convex,  its  width  2f  in  head ; 
preopercle  moderately  serrate.  Gill  rakers  much  longer  and  more  numer- 
ous than  in  B.  auroUneatuvi  and  other  species,  about  18  on  lower  part  of 
anterior  arch,  the  longest  f least  depth  of  preorbital.  Scales  notably 
smaller  than  in  any  other  species  of  the  genus,  those  above  lateral  line  in 
very  oblique  series,  those  below  more  nearly  horizontal,  and  none  of 
them  specially  enlarged;  soft  fins  scaly,  as  usual.  Dorsal  spines  slen- 
der, rather  low,  the  fourth  or  longest  2E  in  head;  soft  dorsal  long  and 
low,  the  longest  ray  3|  in  head ; caudal  deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  IjV  in 
head;  anal  rather  low  and  small,  its  longest  rays  3^  in  head,  not  reaching, 
when  depressed,  to  the  tip  of  the  last  rays;  second  anal  spine  notably 
longer  and  stronger  than  third,  2|  in  head,  reaching,  when  depressed,  a 
little  past  base  of  last  ray;  ventrals  If  in  head;  pectorals  If.  Color  in 
spirits  pearly  gray,  with  continuous  brown  streaks  (golden  in  life),  1 on 
the  median  line  above  from  tip  of  snout  to  dorsal,  4 on  each  side  of  top 
of  head  above  eye,  3 of  these  extending  on  the  body,  but  only  the  second 
continuous,  this  very  distinct  and  reaching  last  ray  of  dorsal;  below 
these,  2 extending  backward  from  eye,  the  uppermost  distinct  anteriorly, 
fading  behind,  the  lowest  fading  anteriorly;  below  this  traces  of  another 
dusky  stripe;  there  are  thus  3 or  4 distinct  longitudinal  streaks  on  body, 
with  2 or  3 fainter  ones;  fins  pale,  probably  yellowish  in  life.  This  is 
one  of  the  smaller  species,  probably  never  exceeding  a foot  in  length.  It 
is  allied  to  B.  aurolineatum  and  B.  rimator,  but  deviates  from  the  ordinary 
Bathystoma  type  more  than  either  of  these.  Here  described  from  No.  9839, 
U.  S.  N.  M.,  sent  by  Poey  from  Cuba.  West  Indies;  Bermudas  to  Brazil; 
not  common,  {striatus,  striped.) 

Capeuna  brasiliensibus,  Marcgrave,  Hist.  Brasil.,  155, 1648,  Brazil. 

Perea  striata,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  X,  233,  1758,  North  America. 

Grainmistes  trivittatus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  188, 1801,  Brazil;  on  the  descrip- 
tion of  Marcgrave. 

Serramis  capeuna,  Lichtenstein,  Abhandl.  Berlin  Akad.  1821,  288,  Brazil;  on  the  de.scrip- 
tion  of  Marcgrave. 

Hcemulon  quadrilinealum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  238,  pi.  120, 
1830,  San  Domingo;  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  316;  Poey,  Kepertorio,  l,  310,  1867;  ii,  161 ; 
Jordan  & Swain,  l.c.,  311. 

Rcemulon  qtiinquelhieatmn,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  419,  1860,  Cuba. 

Hcemulon  capeuna,  Cuvier,  R^gne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  ii,  176,  1829;  no  description;  after 
Marcgrave. 

Hcemylum  capeuna,  Goode,  Bull.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.,  v,  53,  1876. 

Diabasis  trivittatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  554;  erroneou.sly  ascribed,  after  Hol- 
brook, to  the  Carolina  fauna. 

Hcemulon  striatum,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  479. 

540.  LYTHRULON,  Jordan  & Swain. 

Lythrulon,  Jordan  Sc  Swain,  Proc.  V.  S.  X’at.  Mus.  1884,  287  (Jlavigiittatum). 

This  genus  is  closely  allied  to  Hcemulon,  differing  in  the  short  snout, 
high  supraoccipital  crest,  oblique  mouth,  and  increased  number  of  gill 
rakers.  The  form  of  the  body  is  peculiar,  the  dorsal  and  anal  long  and 
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low,  and  the  caudal  widely  forked.  Two  species  known.  (XvOpov,  gore; 
ovXor,  gum.) 

a.  Gill  rakers  about  10  + 22  — 32;  body  oblong,  tlie  dejdb  3 in  length. 

FLAVIGUTTATUM,  1678. 

aa.  Gill  rakers  8 + 15  = 23;  body  deep,  the  depth  2|  in  length.  OPALESCENS,  1679. 

1678.  LYTHRULOX  FLAVIGUTTATUM  (Gill). 

(Peixe-Fonda.) 

Head  31;  depth  3.  D.  XII,  15,  rarely  XIII,  15;  A.  HI,  8;  snout  4 in 
head ; maxillary  reaching  a little  past  front  of  pupil,  ; orbit  3 ; inter- 
orbital  41;  longest  dorsal  spine  21;  longest  dorsal  ray  31;  second  anal 
spine  3 ; pectoral  IJ;  ventral  If ; scales  6-49-14.  Form  elongate  oval,  com- 
pressed, the  curve  of  ventral  and  dorsal  outlines  about  equal  and  uniform. 
Head  small  and  short,  with  short  pointed  snout ; anterior  profile  very  slightly 
concave  before  eye,  thence  slightly  convex  to  dorsal ; mouth  small  and 
oblique  with  the  lower  jaws  projecting;  teeth  all  small,  the  outer  scarcely 
enlarged ; preopercle  finely  and  sharply  serrate,  its  posterior  edge  shal- 
lowly concave,  its  angle  broadly  rounded.  Gill  rakers  sjender  and  numer- 
ous, the  longest  nearly  equal  to  the  diameter  of  pupil,  about  10-}- 22. 
Scales  of  moderate  size,  those  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  very  oblique 
series;  tip  of  snout,  chin,  and  maxillary  naked;  scales  on  top  of  head  and 
cheeks  small  and  crowded;  soft  fins  with  scales.  Pectoral  If  in  head, 
reaching  nearly  to  vent;  ventrals  If,  reaching  halfway  to  anal  rays;  sec- 
ond anal  spine  a little  longer  and  stronger  than  third,  its  tip  when 
depressed  not  reaching  base  of  last  rays ; caudal  fin  forked,  its  upper  lobe 
the  longer.  Frontal  foramina  2 short  slits  close  together,  just  in  front 
of  the  high  supraorbital  crest.  Color  in  spirits,  dark  steel-gray;  a small 
very  distinct  pale  spot  on  each  scale  of  back  and  sides,  surrounded  by 
darker;  this  spot  in  spirits  light  yellowish;  in  life  of  a pearly  blue;  head 
plain ; a small  dusky  blotch  under  angle  of  preopercle ; fins  plain,  bright 
yellow  in  life.  Young  with  a large  black  blotch  at  base  of  caudal,  as  in 
Hmnulon  steindachneri  and  Orthostoechus  maculicauda,  and  without  the 
dusky  horizontal  streaks  seen  in  most  of  the  other  species.  Length  1 foot. 
Here  described  from  a specimen  9 inches  long  from  Guaymas,  Mexico.  Pa- 
cific coast  of  tropical  America,  Guaymas  to  Panama;  generally  common 
along  the  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  (flavus,  yellow;  guttatus, 
spotted. ) 

Hcemulon  flaviguttatus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  ISTat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1862,  254,  Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll. 
Xantus). 

Hcemulon  margaritiferum,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1864, 147,  Panama. 

Hcemulon  flaviguttatum,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beit.,iii,  14,  1875;  Jordan  & Swain,  l.c., 
314;  Evermann  (fc  Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1891, 152;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  479. 

1679.  LYTHRULOX  OPALESCEXS,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Head  3f ; depth  2f.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  9;  snout  3f  in  head;  maxillary 
reaching  slightly  past  front  of  pupil,  2f  in  head;  orbit  2f ; interorbital 
3f;  longest  dorsal  spine  2;  longest  dorsal  ray  4;  second  anal  spine  24; 
pectoral  lifj;  ventrals  If;  scales  7-54-13.  Body  deep,  compressed,  the 
back  well  elevated,  the  dorsal  outline  nearly  uniformly  curved  from  tip 
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of  snout  to  caudal  peduncle ; ventral  outline  curved  from  chin  to  breast, 
thence  straight  to  anal  spine,  and  slanting  obliquely  upward  to  caudal 
peduncle.  Snout  small  and  pointed;  mouth  small  and  oblique,  the  lower 
jaw  slightly  projecting;  teeth  all  small,  the  outer  scarcely  enlarged;  pre- 
opercle  finely  serrate,  the  posterior  limb  somewhat  concave,  the  angle 
broadly  rounded.  Gill  rakers  short  and  slender,  about  ^ the  diameter  of 
pupil,  8 + 15;  scales  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  oblique  series;  tip  of 
snout,  chin,  and  maxillary  naked ; scales  on  head  small  and  crowded ; soft 
fins  scaled.  Pectoral  reaching  to  vent;  veutrals  reaching  halfway  to 
second  anal  ray ; second  anal  spine  a little  longer  and  stronger  than  third ; 
upper  lobe  of  caudal  the  longer,  about  equal  to  head.  Color  as  in  Lythru- 
lon  Jiaviguttatiim,  in  spirits,  dark  steel  gray;  a small  very  distinct  pale 
spot  on  each  scale  of  back  and  sides,  surrounded  by  darker,  this  spot,  in 
spirits,  light  yellowish;  in  life  of  a pearly  bine;  head  plain;  a small 
dusky  blotch  under  angle  of  preopercle;  fins  plain  bright  yellow  in  life. 
Young  with  a large  black  blotch  at  base  of  caudal,  as  in  Hcemulon  stehi- 
dachneri  and  Ortliostoechus  macuUcauda,  and  without  the  dusky  horizon- 
tal streaks  seen  in  most  of  the  other  species.  This  species  differs  from 
L.  flaviguttatum  in  having  fewer  gill  rakers,  the  depth  and  arch  of  the 
back  greater.  Rather  common  in  the  estuary  at  Mazatlan,  not  yet  noticed 
elsewhere;  all  the  specimens  of  Lythriilon  from  other  localities  examined 
by  us  being  referable  to  L.  flaviguttatum.  Described  from  a specimen 
9 inches  long  from  Mazatlan.  The  species  is  probably  not  rare,  but  has 
been  confounded  with  the  preceding,  (opalescens,  opal-like,  referring  to 
the  pearly  spots.) 

Lythrulon  opalescens,  Jordan  & Starks,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 
459,  pi.  40,  Mazatlan  (Type,  No.  296.3,  L.  S.  Jr.  Uuiv.  Mns.  Coll.  Hopkins  Exped.  to 
Sinaloa). 


541.  ORTHOSTCECHUS,  Gill. 

(Striped  Grunts.) 

Orthostoechus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  255  (macuUcauda). 

This  genus  is  closely  allied  to  Hwmulon,  differing  most  obviously  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  large  scales,  which  are  throughout  in  series  parallel 
with  the  lateral  line;  the  fins  are  long  and  low,  the  gill  rakers  rather 
numerons,  the  chin  projecting;  the  skull  not  essentially  different  from  that 
of  Hamiulon.  One  species.  (6p0d5,  straight;  droljo?,  row.) 

1680.  ORTHOSTCECHUS  MACULICAUDA,  Gill. 

(Roncador  Haiado.  ) 

Head  3^ ; depth  ; eye  large,  3|  in  head  in  adult,  D.  XIII  (rarely  XIV), 
15;  A.  Ill,  10;  scales  5+51-11.  Body  oblong-elliptical,  not  much  com- 
])res8ed;  the  back  little  elevated.  Head  rather  large,  moderately  pointed 
anteriorly;  the  profile  nearly  straight  from  the  snout  to  the  nape;  snout 
short,  low,  rather  pointed,  its  length  31  in  head;  mouth  small,  a little 
obli(]ue,  the  maxillary  extending  to  front  of  piijiil,  its  length  2^  in  head; 
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lower  jaw  slightly  included.  Teeth  small,  the  outer  and  posterior  little 
enlarged.  Preorbital  narrow,  its  least  breadth  7f  in  head;  interorbital 
space  moderate,  convex,  3i  in  head;  preopercle  moderately  serrate.  Gill 
rakers  slightly  longer  and  more  numerous  than  in  most  species  of  Hcemulon, 
about  16  on  lower  part  of  arch,  the  longest  about  4 depth  of  preorbital. 
Scales  large,  very  uniform  in  size  over  the  body,  arranged  above  as  well 
as  below  lateral  line,  in  longitudinal  series,  those  above  lateral  line  being 
everywhere  parallel  with  the  lateral  line ; soft  fins  scaly,  as  usual.  Dor- 
sal spines  usually  13,  but  sometimes  14,  rather  slender  and  low,  the  longest 
in  head;  soft  dorsal  low,  the  longest  rays  34  in  head  ; caudal  moderate, 
the  upper  lobe  1:|  in  head ; anal  rather  low,  the  longest  rays  not  reaching, 
when  depressed,  to  middle  of  last  rays,  their  length  about  3 in  head;  sec- 
ond anal  spine  stronger  and  longer  than  third,  2^  in  head,  its  tip  about 
reaching  base  of  last  ray;  ventrals  If  in  head;  pectorals  14.  Frontal 
foramina  narrowly  oval,  wholly  separate,  some  distance  in  front  of  the  low 
supraoccipital  crest.  Color  dark  brown;  each  scale  of  back  and  sides  with 
a light  pearly-gray  spot  on  its  middle,  these  coalescing  into  continuous 
light  stripes  which  are  sharply  defined,  one  for  each  row  of  scales;  head 
plain ; fins  plain  grayish  ; a large  dusky  area  on  base  of  caudal.  Its  pecu- 
liar squamation,  rendered  more  noticeable  by  the  corresponding  features 
of  coloration,  gives  it  an  appearance  quite  distinct  in  this  genus.  The 
snout  is  shorter  than  usual  and  the  number  of  dorsal  spines  is  increased. 
In  other  respects  it  departs  less  from  the  usual  type  than  does  Lythrulon 
jiaviguttatum  or  even  Bathystoma  striatum.  The  cranium  is  of  the  usual 
Hwmulon  tj^e.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  Guaymas  to  Panama; 
rather  common;  here  described  from  No.  29256,  U.  S.  N.  M.,  8=  inches  long, 
from  Panama.  Length  about  a foot,  (macula,  spot;  cauda,  tail.) 

Orthostoechus  macidicauda,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1862,  255,  Cape  San  Lucas 
(Coll.  Xantus). 

Hcemulon  mazatlanum,  Steindachner,  Ichtb.  Xotizen,  viii,  12,  pi.  vi,  1869,  Mazatlan. 
Hcemulon  macuHcauda,  Steindachner,  Iclith.  Beitrage,  iii,  14,  1875;  Jordan  A Swain, 
1.  c.,  315;  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1891, 152;  Jordan  & Fesler, 
1.  c.,  480. 

IHabasis  macuHcauda,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mns.  1882,  362,  372,  626. 

542.  ANISOTREMUS,  Gill. 

Anisotremus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,  107  (virginicus) . 

Genytremus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,  256  (bilineatns). 

Paraconodon,  Sleeker,  ArchivXeerl.  xi,  272,  1876  (pacifici). 

Body  ovate,  short,  deep,  and  compressed;  mouth  rather  small,  with 
thick  lips,  the  maxillary  rather  short;  inside  of  mouth  not  red;  teeth  in 
jaws  only,  all  pointed,  those  of  the  outer  series  in  upper  jaw  enlarged; 
chin  with  a median  groove,  besides  smaller  pores.  Dorsal  spines  strong; 
soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  scaly  at  base;  anal  spines  strong;  caudal 
mostly  lunate.  Scales  large.  Lower  pharyngeals  broad,  with  coarse, 
blunt  teeth.  This  genus,  like  Ramulon,  to  which  it  is  closely  related, 
contains  numerous  species,  all  of  them  living  on  the  shores  of  tropical 
America.  All  the  species  undergo  considerable  change  in  form  with  age. 
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and  all  of  them  are  valued  as  food- fishes.  The  young  are  marked  with 
2 or  3 blackish  lengthwise  stripes.  These  disappear  with  age,  quickest  in 
the  brightly  colored  species,  and  persist  for  a long  time  in  species  like 
hilineatns  and  interruptua,  which  agree  iu  coloration  with  Hcemulon  parm 
and  related  species,  {dvidoi,  unequal;  rpn/na,  aperture,  from  the  pores 
at  the  chin). 

I’ARACONODON,  Bleeker  (napd,  near ; Conodon) : 

a.  Scales  above  lateral  line  in  series  parallel  with  the  lateral  line. 

b.  Dorsal  spines  rather  low,  the  longest  not  more  than  ^ length  of  head;  second 
anal  spine  about  ^ head. 

c.  Pectorals  much  shorter  than  head,  not  reaching  tips  of  ventrals;  dorsal 
rays  XI,  13,  the  spines  comparatively  slender,  the  longest  ^ head ; eye 
more  than  twice  as  wide  as  the  narrow  preorbital.  pacifici,  1681. 

cc.  Pectorals  a little  longer  than  head,  about  reaching  anal  fin ; dorsal  rays 
XII,  16,  the  spines  short  and  stout,  the  longest  2^  in  head ; eye  3,  about 
i wider  than  the  broad  preorbital.  cjesius,  1682. 

bb.  Dorsal  spines  very  high,  the  longest  If  in  head;  second  anal  spine  very  long, 
about  If  in  head;  pectorals  much  shorter  than  head;  interorbital  area 
much  less  than  width  of  orbit;  snout  obtuse,  not  much  longer  than  eye; 
cleft  of  mouth  small,  the  maxillary  extending  to  front  of  eye;  dorsal  and 
anal  spines  exceedingly  strong,  the  third  dorsal  spine  the  longest;  snout 
naked,  the  remainder  of  the  head  being  scaly;  each  ray  of  the  soft  fins 
accompanied  by  a series  of  minute  scales,  covering  the  caudal;  caudal  fin 
slightly  emarginate.  Dovii,  1683. 

ANISOTKEMDS: 

aa.  Scales  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  oblique  series  which  are  not  parallel  with  it. 

d.  Scales  comparatively  large,  less  than  nine  iu  a vertical  series  between  first 
dorsal  spine  and  the  lateral  line;  coloration  olivaceous,  the  adult  nearly 
plain,  the  young  with  2 or  more  dusky  lateral  stripes  which  disappear 
with  age;  fins  hlackish. 

e.  Scales  5 or  6-52-15  (lateral  line  with  49  pores) ; scales  above  lateral  line  on 
anterior  part  of  body  more  or  less  enlarged,  especially  in  the  adult. 

/.  Scales  above  lateral  line  not  much  enlarged,  about  9 in  an  oblique 
series  from  first  dorsal  spine  to  lateral  line;  profile  of  head 
anteriorly  rounded.  surinamensis,  1684. 

//.  Scales  above  lateral  line  very  much  enlarged,  especially  in  the  adult, 
about  7 rows  from  first  dorsal  spine  obliquely  backward  to  lateral 
line;  profile  steeper  and  less  curved.  interruptus,  1685. 

ee.  Scales  7 or  8-46-15  (lateral  line  with  54  pores),  scales  above  lateral  line 
anteriorly  not  especially  enlarged.  bicolor,  1686. 

dd.  Scales  rather  small,  more  than  9 in  a vertical  series  between  the  first  dorsal 
spine  and  the  lateral  line. 

g.  Body  not  striped  longitudinally  with  yellow  or  blue;  preorbital  narrow; 
gill  rakers  a;+13. 

h.  Anterior  part  of  body  without  jet-black  vertical  bar;  axil  jet-black, 
the  spot  encroaching  on  base  of  pectoral;  a round  black  spot  on 
base  of  last  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal;  body  dark  gray,  with 
obscure  darker  streaks;  fins  pale,  edge  of  opercle  dusky; 
pectoral  long,  in  head,  reaching  front  of  anal. 

SCAPULARIS,  1687. 

hh.  Anterior  part  of  body  with  a black  vertical  bar. 

i.  Bodj'  without  lengthwise  stripes ; dark  humeral  bar  jet-black, 
extending  from  between  the  fifth  and  seventh  dorsal  spines 
to  opposite  the  lower  edge  of  the  pectoral ; edge  of  opercle 
and  base  of  pectoral  black ; pectoral  long,  davidsonii,  1688. 
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a.  Body  'odth  2 lengthwise  bands;  humeral  bar  brownish;  a 
dark  caudal  spot,  and  a spot  on  back  of  caudal  peduncle. 

SPLENIATUS,  1689. 

gg.  Body  with  longitudinal  stripes  of  blue  or  yellow  or  both;  young  with  a 
black  blotch  at  base  of  caudal;  preorbital  broad;  gill  rakers  a;-i-16. 
j.  Anterior  part  of  body  with  2 broad,  dark  crossbars,  the  one  from 
the  nape  obliquely  forward  through  eye,  the  other  from  front  of 
dorsal  downward;  behind  these  a series  of  horizontal  stripes 
alternately  yellow  and  blue ; pectoral  longer  than  bead ; second 
anal  and  fourth  dorsal  spines  nearly  equal. 
k.  Blue  stripes  on  side  about  6 in  number,  very  distinct,  not 
nearly  as  wide  as  a scale;  sharply  edged  with  darker  blue, 
their  width  about  ^ that  of  the  olive  interspaces ; additional 
blue  stripes  in  the  interspaces  faint  and  few ; vertical  bands 
of  bead  and  shoulder  brown.  tjeniatus,  1690. 

kk.  Blue  stripes  on  side  as  broad  as  a scale,  each  more  than  f the 
width  of  the  golden-yellow  interspaces,  and  each  very 
faintly  edged  with  darker;  vertical  bands  on  head  and 
shoulder  jet-black.  virginicus,  1691. 

jj.  Anterior  part  of  body  without  dark  crossbars,  the  body  sometimes 
plain  yellowish,  the  back  usually  violet,  with  4 or  5 yellow 
lines ; silvery  below ; snout  short,  not  longer  than  width  of  eye ; 
dorsal  fin  very  deeply  notched,  with  feeble  spines ; second  and 
third  anal  spines  equal  in  length;  body  a little  more  oblong 
than  in  surinamensis.  SERRULA,  1692. 

Subgenus  PARACONODON,  Bleeker. 

1681.  ANISOTREMUS  PACIFICI  (Gunther). 

Head  3i;  depth  2f  to  2f.  D.  XI,  13;  A.  Ill,  10;  scales  7-47-13;  second 
anal  spine  2 in  head;  fifth  dorsal  spine  2;  pectoral  4^.  Scales  above  lat- 
eral line  in  series  parallel  Avith  it.  Dorsal  spines  rather  low,  the  longest 
not  more  than  ^ length  of  head;  second  anal  spine  about  ^ head;  pectorals 
much  shorter  than  head,  not  reaching  to  tips  of  ventrals;  eye  more  than 
twice  as  Avide  as  the  narrow  jireorbital.  Body  compressed,  considerably 
elevated,  the  greatest  height  below  the  fifth  dorsal  spine;  profile  rounded 
from  base  of  first  dorsal  spine  to  the  nape,  concave  over  the  eye,  descend- 
ing abruptly  down  the  snout;  interorbital  area  twice  orbit ; snout  thick 
and  obtuse;  teeth  in  a villiform  band  in  both  jaws,  with  an  outer  series 
of  conical  teeth;  preopercle  serrate  strongly  on  angle;  a posterior  notch 
in  opercle  between  2 obtuse  and  feeble  points ; soft  dorsal  about  as  high 
as  spinous;  second  anal  spine  long  and  strong;  caudal  emarginate.  Color 
dusky-grayish,  with  four  irregular  crossbands,  which  grow  faint  with 
age;  scales  silvery  with  purple  reflections;  membrane  between  the  scales 
brown;  fins  blackish.  Pacific  coast  of  Central  America;  a small,  plain- 
colored  species,  rather  common  about  Panama.  (Named  for  Pacific  Ocean. ) 

Conodon  pacifici,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1864, 147,  Chiapas. 

Pomadasis  pacifici,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,385. 

Aniaotremus panfici,  Jordan  & Fesler,  c.,  484. 

1682.  ANISOTREMUS  C.ES1US  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  34;  depth  2^;  eye  3i;  snout  about  3;  maxillary  3|^.  D.  XII,  16; 
A.  Ill,  9 ; scales  6-52-13.  Body  ovate,  compressed,  the  back  rather  strongly 
arched ; anterior  profile  rather  steep  and  straightish,  gibbous  between  eyes 
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and  also  behind  them,  slightly  depressed  above  eyes  and  at  nape;  ven- 
tral outline  considerably  arched;  caudal  peduncle  moderate,  about  ^ as 
long  as  head,  and  somewhat  longer  than  deep.  Head  short  and  deep, 
deeper  than  long;  snout  very  short,  blunt,  and  thick;  mouth  very  small, 
the  maxillary  not  quite  reaching  to  front  of  eye.  Teeth  cardiform,  in 
broad  bands,  the  outer  series  enlarged,  but  smaller  than  in  A.  pacifici. 
Eye  large,  shorter  than  snout,  about  1 wider  than  the  broad  preorbital; 
lips  thick;  chin  with  a median  furrow  and  2 pores;  lower  jaw  included; 
anterior  nostril  much  larger  than  posterior;  preopercle  rather  weakly 
serrate,  its  upright  limb  somewhat  concave.  Gill  rakers  short  and  weak, 
about  10  on  lower  limb  of  arch.  Scales  rather  large,  arranged  as  in 
related  species,  those  above  the  lateral  line  forming  series  parallel  with 
the  back,  but  placed  so  that  the  crossrows  are  very  oblique ; soft  parts 
of  vertical  fins  almost  entirely  covered  with  small  scales;  series  of  scales 
also  on  membrane  of  i)ectorals  and  ventrals;  scaly  sheath  of  vertical 
fins  well  developed.  Dorsal  fin  low,  rather  deeply  emarginate,  its  spines 
very  strong,  the  second  spine  slightly  longer  than  the  eye  and  | the  height 
of  the  third,  which  is  but  little  shorter  than  the  fourth  or  longest,  and 
about  f length  of  head;  soft  rays  more  than  ^ height  of  longest  si)ines; 
caudal  rather  large,  moderately  forked,  the  upper  lobe  somewhat  the 
longer,  about  ^ length  of  head;  anal  rather  low,  its  distal  margin  perfectly 
straight,  vertical ; second  anal  spine  very  robust,  | length  of  head,  ^ longer 
than  the  third  spine,  which  is  much  lower  than  the  soft  rays;  ventral  fins 
in  head,  about  reaching  vent;  ])ectoral  fins  long,  subfalcate,  a little 
longer  than  head,  nearly  or  quite  reaching  anal.  Color  in  life,  grayish, 
silvery  above,  with  yellowish  tinge;  lower  part  of  sides  with  indistinct 
darker  streaks,  formed  by  clusters  of  dark  i)oints  on  the  margins  of  the 
scales;  a faint  dark  bar,  most  distinct  in  the  youngest  specimens,  extend- 
ing from  the  region  in  front  of  the  dorsal  to,  or  a little  below,  the  base  of 
pectorals.  In  young  specimens  this  bar  is  as  wide  as  the  eye,  growing 
narrower  below,  but  in  the  adult  it  is  scarcely  wider  than  the  juipil;  no 
trace  of  the  black  crossbars  seen  in  A.  dovii  and  in  A.  pacifici,  nor  of  the 
dark  spots  seen  in  A.  siiitinamensis,  nor  of  the  blue  stripes  of  H.  ta’niatus; 
vertical  fins  and  pectorals  dusky-yellowish;  distal  half  of  v'entrals  and 
base  of  anal  blackish;  upper  part  of  head  dusky,  especially  between  eyes; 
lining  of  opercle  pale,  with  yellow  patches  in  life;  peritoneum  white. 
Pacific  coast  of  Mexico;  known  from  3 specimens  from  the  harbor  of 
Mazatlan  and  1 from  Acapulco.  The  type  inches  long,  {cu’sius,  silver 
gray.) 

Pomadasys  ccesius,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Is  at.  Mas.  1881, 383.  (Type,  Nos.  28158, 
28333,  and  29632,  IT.  S.  N.  M.  Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert.) 

Anisotremus  ccesim,  Jordan  <fc  Fesler,  i.  c.,  484, 1893. 

1683.  AMSOTREMUS  DOVII  (Gimther). 

Head  3;  depth  2.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  8-48-15.  Second  anal 
spine  If;  third  dorsal  spine  If.  Body  rather  deep  and  compressed.  Dor- 
sal spines  very  high,  the  longest  If  in  head;  second  anal  spine  very  long. 
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about  If  in  bead;  pectorals  much  shorter  than  head;  interorbital  area 
much  less  than  width  of  orbit;  snout  obtuse,  not  much  longer  than  eye; 
cleft  of  mouth  small,  the  maxillary  extending  to  front  of  eye;  dorsal  and 
anal  spines  exceedingly  strong,  the  third  dorsal  spine  the  longest;  snout 
naked,  the  remainder  of  the  head  being  scaly ; each  ray  of  the  soft  fins 
accompanied  by  a series  of  minute  scales,  covering  the  caudal;  caudal  fin 
slightly  emarginate.  Color  grayish-silvery,  with  5 jet-black  crossbands 
in  the  adult;  fins  blackish.  A strongly  marked  and  handsome  species. 
Length  1 foot.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America;  not  rare  at  Mazatlan 
and  Panama.  (Named  for  Capt.  John  M.  Doav,  its  discoverer.) 

Pristipoma  dovii,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1864,  23,  Panama. 

Pomadasis  dovii,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  386. 

Anisotremus  dovii,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  484,  1893. 


Subgenus  ANISOTREMUS,  Gill. 

1684.  ANISOTREMUS  SURINAMENSIS  (Bloch). 

(Pompon.) 

Head  3;  depth  2^;  eye  4 in  head;  snout  2f.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8 or  9; 
scales  6-(9  in  oblique  series)-52-14  or  15,  lateral  line  with  49  pores.  Second 
anal  spine  1| ; fourth  dorsal  spine  2;  pectoral  as  long  as  head.  Body 
oblong-elliptical,  the  back  elevated,  the  profile  strongly  convex  at  nape, 
becoming  straighter  anteriorly ; interorbital  area  a little  more  than  eye ; 
snout  rather  sharp;  mouth  short,  lips  very  thick,  the  maxillary  extending 
to  anterior  edge  of  eye;  outside  teeth  of  jaws  conical,  notably  longer 
and  stronger  than  the  others;  preopercle  evenly  serrate  on  vertical  edge, 
weaker  at  angle ; dorsal  and  anal  spines  strong,  second  anal  stronger  and 
a little  longer  than  the  highest  dorsal  spine,  about  ^ head ; soft  dorsal 
lower,  about  ^ head;  pectoral  falcate,  as  long  as  head;  caudal  forked. 
Scales  above  lateral  line  arranged  in  oblique  series  which  are  not  par- 
allel with  it;  scales  above  lateral  line  on  anterior  part  of  body  more  or 
less  enlarged,  especially  in  the  adult,  fewer  than  6 to  8 rows  in  a vertical 
series  between  first  dorsal  spine  and  lateral  line.  Adult  gray,  with  a dark 
spot  at  the  base  of  each  scale  oh  anterior  part  of  back;  fins  all  dark,  no 
distinct  opercular  spot.  Young  with  2 black  horizontal  stripes,  one  of 
these  from  eye  to  a point  just  before  the  base  of  caudal,  where  it  is  inter- 
rupted, a round  black  spot  following  at  base  of  caudal;  another  stripe 
above  this  and  parallel  with  it;  scales  of  anterior  part  of  back  more  or 
less  distinctly  marked  with  black  spots,  one  on  each  scale,  these  spots  not 
confluent.  Length  2 to  3 feet.  Tropical  America,  from  Florida  to  Brazil, 
recently  taken  by  Evermann  & Bean  in  Indian  River;  perhaps  also  occur- 
ring on  the  Pacific  coast,  as  specimens  from  the  Galapagos  are  very  similar 
to  those  from  Cuba,  and  perhaps  referable  rather  to  surinamensis  than  to 
interruptus.  The  species  probably  passes  by  degrees  into  Anisotremus 
interruptns,  from  the  Galapagos  northward.  This  species  is  the  most 
widely  distributed  of  any  of  the  genus.  It  reaches  a larger  size  than  the 
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others  and  is  subject  to  considerable  variation  in  form.*  {surinamensis, 
from  Surinam.) 

LtUjamis  surinamensis,  Bloch,  Icbthyol.,  pi.  253, 1791,  Surinam. 

Holocentrus  gibbosus,  LACEPtiDE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  344, 1803,  Surinam;  after  Bloch. 
Fristipoma  bilineatum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  271,  1830,  Mar- 
tinique. 

Pristipoma  melanopterum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  273, 1830,  Brazil. 
Rcemulon  obtusum,  Poey,  Memorias,  li,  182,  1860,  Havana. 

Rcemulon  labridum,  Poey,  Memorias,  ll,  419,  1861,  Cuba. 

Pristipoma  surinamense,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  273,  1830. 
Anisotremus  bilineatus,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  319. 

Anisotremus  surinamensis,  Jordan  & Fesler,  l.c.,  484,  1893;  Evermann  & Bean,  Report 
on  the  Fisheries  of  Indian  River,  Florida,  Senate  Doc.  40,  54th  Cong.,  2d  ses.,  22, 1897. 

1685.  ANISOTREMUS  INTERRUPTUS  (Gill). 

(Mojarron.) 

Head  3;  depth  2^.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8 or  9;  scales  5-  (7  or  8 in  oblique 
series)  -52-12;  pores  48.  Form  of  Anisotremus  surinamensis,  the  profile 
rather  steeper  and  less  curved ; scales  above  lateral  line  considerably  more 
enlarged ; in  other  characters  entirely  similar  to  A.  surinamensis.  Adult  in 
life,  grayish  anteriorly,  yellow  on  posterior  half;  the  back  tinged  with 
brassy  olive,  which  grows  darker  behind,  the  posterior  parts  pretty  dis- 
tinctly yellow ; fin  spines  gray,  the  soft  fins  olive,  the  fins  growing  dusky 
at  tip;  scales  on  back  and  sides  each  with  a distinct  black  spot;  iris 
yellow.  Young  specimens  with  2 black  horizontal  stripes,  one  of  these 
from  the  eye  to  a point  just  before  base  of  caudal,  where  it  is  interrupted, 
a round  black  spot  following  at  base  of  caudal ; another  stripe  above  this 
and  parallel  with  it;  scales  of  anterior  parts  with  round  brown  spots,  not 
confluent.  Length  2 to  3 feet.  Pacific  coast  about  rocky  islands  from 
Magdalena  Bay  to  Panama  and  the  Galapagos;  probably  varying  into  the 
preceding,  from  which  the  Galapagos  specimens  are  hardly  separable.  A 
common  food  fish,  {interruptus,  broken,  from  the  lateral  stripe  in  the 
young.) 

Genytremus  interruptus.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,  256,  young.  Cape  San 
Lucas  (Coll.  J.  Xantus). 

Pristipoma  furthi,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitr.,  v,  4, 1876,  Panama  (Coll.  Ignatius  Furth) ; 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 385. 

Anisotremus  surinamensis  interruptus,  Jordan  & Fesler,  i.  c,,484, 1893. 

1686.  ANISOTREMUS  BIEOLOR  (Castelnau). 

(Maria-Prieta.) 

Head  3;  depth  21.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  7 or  8-46-15;  lateral  line 
with  54  pores;  eye  2f;  snout  4^;  preorbital  4;  pectoral  1.  Scales  above 

* Anisotremus  interruptus.  Gill.  Pacific  coast  examples  usually  have  the  scales  abore 
the  lateral  line  a little  larger  than  usual  in  Atlantic  specimens,  but  this  dilference  seems 
to  be  variable.  We  have  compared  specimens  from  Havana,  Bahia,  and  Rio  Janeiro 
with  interruptus  from  Mazatlan,  Magdalena  Bay,  Panama,  and  the  Galapagos.  Specimens 
from  the  Galapagos  are  darker  in  color  and  with  the  snout  rather  sharper  than  others  seen. 
Those  from  Galapagos  and  from  Rio  Janeiro  have  the  scales  above  the  lateral  line  a little 
less  enlarged,  9 in  an  oblique  series,  downward  and  backward  from  first  dorsal  spine  (7 
in  Panama  specimen,  8 in  specimen  from  Magdalena  Bay). 
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lateral  line  anteriorly  not  specially  enlarged;  all  specimens  examined 
with  3 or  4 black  lateral  stripes,  one  from  eye  to  near  base  of  caudal, 
where  it  ceases  abruptly,  giving  place  to  a round  caudal  spot  as  in  the 
young  of  A.  surinamensis,  also  a stripe  from  scapular  scale  to  last  dorsal 
ray  forming  2 spots  on  back  of  caudal  peduncle  (this  stripe  wanting  in 
A.  siu'inamensis) ; above  this  1 or  2 other  stripes  parallel  with  it;  oper- 
cular membrane  black.  Anterior  profile  considerably  steeper  than  in  A. 
surinamensis.  In  all  other  respects,  in  specimens  of  the  same  age,  this 
species  seems  to  agree  with  A.  surinamensis.  Coast  of  Brazil.  Specimens 
examined  by  us  from  Eio  Grande  do  Norte,  Bahia, ^ and  Ceara.  Also  found 
in  Cuba  if  Anisotremus  trilineatus  is  really  the  same  species,  (hicolor,  two- 
colored.  ) 

PriUipoma  hicolor,  Castelnau,  Anim.  Nouv.  ou  Hares  Amer.  du  Sud,  8,  pi.  2,  fig.  2,  1850, 
Bahia. 

?Pristipoma  trilineatum,i  PoEY,  Memorias,  li,  343,  1861,  Havana. 

Pristipoma  brasiliense,  Steindachnek,  Sitzangsb.  k.  Akad.  Wiss.  Wien.  1863,  1013,  Bahia. 
Anisotremus  bicolor,  Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Kat.  Mus.  1890,  319;  Jordan  A Fesler,  1.  c.,  485. 


1687.  ANISOTREMUS  SCAPULARIS  (Tschudi). 

Head  3;  depth  2i;  eye  4;  snout  4.  D.  XI,  14;  A.  Ill,  13;  scales  9 or 
10-51-10;  preorbital  equal  pupil;  maxillary  3^;  pectoral  1 ; gill  rakers 

10  -f  13.  Body  ovate,  the  back  elevated,  the  profile  from  tip  of  the  short, 
blunt  snout  to  last  dorsal  ray  evenly  rounded ; lower  profile  straighter, 
angulated  at  end  of  base  of  anal  ; mouth  moderate;  teeth  in  broad  bands, 
the  outer  in  each  jaw  longer,  close  set,  slender,  and  sharp;  preopercle 
rather  finely,  but  not  sharply,  serrate.  Scales  rather  small,  more  than  9 
in  a vertical  series  between  first  dorsal  spine  and  lateral  line.  Dorsal  fin 
divided  almost  to  base,  the  tenth  spine  no  longer  than  first;  second  anal 
spine  stronger  and  a little  longer  than  third,  lower  than  soft  rays;  caudal 
forked.  Anterior  part  of  body  without  jet-black  vertical  bars;  axil  jet- 
black,  the  spot  encroaching  on  base  of  pectoral;  a round,  black  spot  on 
base  of  last  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal;  body  dark  gray,  with  obscure,  darker 


* A specimen  from  Bahia  shows  the  following  characters;  Pectorals  sharp,  lA  in  head, 
not  quite  to  anal;  second  anal  spine  very  strong,  2^\y  in  head,  equal  to  longest  dorsal  spine. 
Eye  large,  3 in  head;  snout  short,  rather  blunt;  profile  steep.  Dorsal  XII,  16;  anal  III, 
8.  Scales  53.  Gray;  a black  median  line  on  back;  5 equidistant  black  stripes  as  wide 
as  interspaces  on  side,  straight  and  horizontal,  the  first  ending  under  ninth  dorsal  spine, 
the  second  under  middle  of  soft  dorsal,  the  third  running  from  upper  edge  of  gill  opening 
to  last  dorsal  ray,  with  2 black  spots  behind  it  on  back  of  tail,  the  fourth  on  axis  of 
body,  ceasing  on  caudal  peduncle,  with  a round  black  spot  behind  it  at  base  of  caudal  as 
large  as  pupil;  fifth  stripe  very  obscure,  with  a trace  of  a sixth  one;  a black  blotch  at 
base  of  anal,  not  on  the  fin ; a large  black  blotch  nearly  as  large  as  pupil  on  opercular 
flap;  2 silvery  horizontal  stripes  on  the  dusky  shade  of  cheeks;  fins  plain  grayish,  the 
ventrals  black,  the  anal  dusky,  axil  dusky.  Scales  above  lateral  line  in  series  not  par 
allel  with  it;  6 or  7 scales  in  a vertical  series  below  lateral  line. 

i Anisotremus  trilineatus  (Poey).  Head  3|  in  total  with  caudal;  depth  3^;  D.  XII,  18; 
A.  III.  8.  Eye  in  second  third  of  head.  Preopercle  well  serrate;  maxillary  reaching 
front  of  pupil.  Teeth  in  villiform  bands,  the  outer  enlarged  above;  snout  scaleless. 
Dorsal  notched,  the  membrane  of  spinous  part  long;  second  anal  spine  longer  than  third, 
not  robust.  Color  golden  gray,  with  somewhat  oblique  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales; 
2 dark  bands  along  body ; 1 from  snout  through  eye  to  a dark  spot  at  base  of  caudal ; 
1 on  the  back  to  tip  of ' snout,  not  joined  to  its  fellow;  a narrower  dark  streak  along 
lateral  line,  vanishing  behind,  extending  forward  to  the  eye;  fins  pale  yellow;  sides  of 
head  with  silvery  reflections.  Length. 70  m.  Havana  (Poey) ; not  seen  by  us.  Probably 
young  oi  Anisotremus  hicolor,  (trilineatus,  tliree-lined.) 
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streaks;  fins  ])ale;  edge  of  opercle  dusky.  Coast  of  Peru;  not  rare;  said 
to  have  once  been  taken  at  Mazatlan.  We  have  examined  several  si)eci- 
mens  from  Callao.  It  has  the  central  pore  at  the  chin,  the  failure  to  find 
which  led  Kner  to  place  the  species  in  Diagramma.  It  seems  to  he  identical 
with  Peters’  type  of  P.  notatum,  preserved  in  the  museum  at  Berlin,  though 
it  disagrees  with  Peters’  description,  the  dorsal  rays  being  XII,  1.5,  not 
XVIII-I,  15,  as  stated  by  Peters.  This  species  is  probably  the  one  poorly 
described  by  Tschudi  under  the  name  of  Pristipoma  scapiilare.  It  is  well 
distinguished  by  the  color  mark,  which  has  suggested  the  names  scapular  is, 
melanospilus,  and  notatus.  {scapula,  shoulder,  from  the  shoulder  spot.) 

Pristipoma  scapulare,  Tschudi,  Fauna  Peruana,  12,  1844,  Huacho. 

Diagramma  melanoapilum,  Knee,  Sitzungsb.  k.  Akad.  ’W'issencliaft  1867,  4,  west  coast 
of  South  America. 

Pristipoma  notatum;  Peters,  Perl.  Monatsb.  1869,  706,  “ angeblich  aus  Mazatlan.” 
Pomadasys  modestus,  Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1883,  286;  not  of  Tschudi. 
Anisotrernus  scapularis,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  485,  1893. 

1688.  AXISOTUE.1IUS  DAVIDSOMI  (Steimlachner). 

(SaRGO  liAIADO.) 

Head  31;  depth  21  to  2|.  D.  XII,  16  or  15;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  11-62-21. 
Eye  41  in  head;  snout  3;  preorbital  54;  maxillary  3|;  second  anal  spine 
21  to  21 ; fourth  dorsal  2^  ; pectoral  1 or  eipial  to  head ; gill  rakers  9 13. 

Body  elongate-ovate,  the  back  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  straightish  to 
nape,  thence  regularly  convex;  lower  profile  straight,  angulated  at  anal; 
mouth  small;  teeth  setiform,  arranged  in  broad  bands,  becoming  shorter 
behind,  longer  and  stronger  in  front;  dorsal  fin  deeply  notched,  the  tenth 
spine  twice  as  long  as  first;  second  anal  spine  much  stronger  and  almost 
twice  as  long  as  third,  higher  than  soft  rays;  caudal  forked;  ijectoral  as 
long  or  longer  than  head.  Scales  rather  small,  more  than  9 in  a Axrtical 
series  between  the  first  dorsal  spine  and  the  lateral  line.  Grayish-silvery, 
dark  above,  with  many  dark  points;  a very  distinct  jet-black  cross-band 
on  back  and  sides,  this  extending  from  between  the  fifth  and  seventh  dorsal 
spines  to  opposite  the  lower  edge  of  the  pectoral;  edge  of  opercle  and  base 
of  pectoral  black;  fins  otherwise  dull  yellowish.  Coast  of  southern  Cali- 
fornia, not  rare  about  San  Diego  and  the  Santa  Barbara  Islands.  It  has 
not  been  taken  elsewhere.  (Named  for  Prof.  George  Davidson,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, the  well-known  astronomer.’^) 

Pristipoma  davidsonii,  Steindaghner,  Icbtb.  Beitrage,  in,  6, 1875,  San  Diego,  California; 

Jordan  &,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1881,  385. 

Pomadasys  davidsoni,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Sj’nop-sia,  551,  1883. 

Anisotrernus  davidsoni,  Jordan  & Fesler,  i.  c.,486, 1893. 

1689.  .AMSOTREMUS  SPLENIATUS  (Poey). 

Head  4 in  total  with  caudal;  depth  2f.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  10.  Maxil- 
lary not  reaching  front  of  eye ; 2 pores  and  a groove  at  the  chin ; pre- 
opercle  with  small  spines  well  separated;  no  scales  on  snout;  teeth  in 

* ” Beuannt  zu  Fbren  raeines  bocbverebrten  Freundes,  Prof.  George  Davidson,  Prasi- 
denten  der  California  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  vrelcher  um  die  naturhistorisclie 
Erforsclmng  Californiens  so  bedeutende  Verdienste  sich  erworben  hat.”  (Steindachner. 
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villiform  bands.  Fourth  dorsal  sj)iue  3 in  depth  of  body;  soft  dorsal 
low ; caudal  forked.  Coeca  4.  Snout  rose-colored ; rest  of  head,  nape,  and 
back  golden-yellow,  as  are  the  belly  and  base  of  anal;  rest  of  body  lead- 
color,  with  2 brown  bands,  first  midway  between  lateral  line  and  back, 
the  other  from  eye  to  tail,  ending  in  a black  spot  as  large  as  eye  at  base 
of  caudal;  a gilt  streak  along  lateral  line,  another  along  belly,  the  two 
marking  edge  of  caudal  i)eduncle;  a broad  blackish  vertical  band  from 
first  ray  of  dorsal  to  base  of  pectoral;  fins  bright  orange,  especially  cau- 
dal and  anal;  spinous  dorsal  and  ventral  with  membranes  blackish;  a 
dark  spot  on  median  line  of  tail  behind  dorsal.  Iris  brown.  Length  4 
inches.  Havana  (Poey) ; not  seen  by  ns.  A species  of  uncertain  relation- 
ship. {spleniaius,  bearing  patches.) 

Pristipoma  spleniaHnn,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  187,  1860,  Havana. 

1690.  ANISOTKEMUS  LEMATUS,  Gill. 

(Catalina.) 

Head  34;  depth  2i\y.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  10;  scales  10-56-17 ; eye  3^  in 
head;  snout  2|;  preorbital  4;  maxillary  3|^ ; second  anal  spine  If ; fourth 
dorsal  spine  1 1 ; pectoral  ; gill  rakers  8 + 16.  Body  ovate,  the  back 
much  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  steep,  convex  on  snout,  straightish 
over  eye,  nape  very  convex  to  base  of  third  dorsal  spine ; mouth  moder- 
ate, the  maxillary  extending  to  anterior  edge  of  eye ; jaws  subequal ; teeth 
arranged  in  bands,  the  outer  much  enlarged;  about  10  gill  rakers,  besides 
rudiments,  below  angle;  dorsal  fin  high,  slightly  emargiuate;  spines  slen- 
der, the  highest  slightly  shorter  and  weaker  than  the  second  anal  spine, 
which  is  more  than  ^ head;  caudal  emargiuate,  the  upper  lobe  the 
longer.  Body  with  about  6 longitudinal  stripes  of  brilliant  blue  on  a bright 
golden  ground,  those  on  side  very  distinct,  not  nearly  as  wide  as  a scale, 
sharply  edged  with  darker  blue,  their  width  about  i that  of  the  olive 
interspaces;  additional  blue  stripes  in  the  intersjiaces  faint  and  few; 
and  oblique  brown  band  from  nape  through  eye,  broad  vertical  bands  at 
shoulder,  these  much  less  distinct  than  in  A.  virginicus;  fins  golden  yel- 
low. Young  with  a black  blotch  at  base  of  caudal.  Pacilic  coast  of  trop- 
ical America,  Magdalena  Bay  to  Panama.  The  most  brilliantly  colored  of 
the  genus,  common  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico  and  Panama,  where  it 
replaces  the  closely  allied  Anisotremus  virginicus.  The  difierences  between 
the  two  species,  though  slight,  seem  to  be  constant,  {raivia,  a ribbon; 
ta'niatus,  striped.) 

Anisotreimis  tceniatus.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,  107,  Panama  (Coll.  Captain 
Dow);  Jordan  & I'esler,  1.  c.,  486. 

1691.  AXISOTKEMUS  YIRGIMCUS  (Linnaeus). 

(PORKFISH  ; CaTALINETA.) 

Head  3^;  depth  2iV  D.  XII,  17;  A.  Ill,  10  or  11;  scales  11-56-17;  eye 
4f;  snout  2^  to  3;  preorbital  4;  maxillary  34;  second  anal  spine  2yo;  third 
dorsal  spine  2^^^;  pectoral  gill  rakers  7 -f- 16.  Body  ovate,  the  back 
very  much  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  steep,  slightly  convex  along  snout 
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and  over  eye,  very  much  arched  at  nape;  mouth  small,  the  maxillary 
extendiiigto  anterior  nostril;  jaws  subequal;  outer  row  of  teeth  enlarged; 
about  6 gill  rakers,  besides  rudiments,  below  angle;  dorsal  fin  low, 
emarginate,  spines  slender,  the  highest  about  equal  in  length  to  second 
anal  sifine,  which  is  less  than  ^ head;  caudal  forked.  Oblique  bar 
from  nape  through  eye,  and  vertical  bar  downward  from  dorsal,  jet-black; 
space  before  anterior  bar  deep  yellow ; interspace  between  bars  pearly 
gray,  with  yellow  sj)ots,  the  spots  confluent  above  into  a yellow  area; 
ground  color  of  body  plain  pearly  gray,  with  about  7 deep-yellow  lon- 
gitudinal stripes;  the  pearly  interspace  not  edged  with  darker  and  not 
distinctly  blue;  all  the  fins  deep  yellow;  iris  gilt  gray.  A very  young 
specimen  showed  the  following  coloration  in  life;  pale  anterior  region, 
from  lower  jaw  and  temporal  region  to  spinous  dorsal  bright  yellow; 
spinous  dorsal,  ventrals,  and  front  of  anal  deep  golden;  other  fins  pale;  a 
large  round  jet-black  spot  at  base  of  caudal;  a dark  band  from  front  of 
spinous  dorsal  downward,  and  2 black  stripes  along  sides,  one  from  nape 
to  last  ray  of  dorsal  and  one  from  the  eye  nearly  to  the  caudal  spot.  Flor- 
ida to  Brazil ; the  commonest  of  the  genus  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the 
only  one  except  A . siir hi amensis  Avhich  extends  its  range  to  the  coast  of 
Florida.  (Name  from  Virginia,  but  the  species  does  not  reach  thus  far  to 
the  northward.) 

Guatucupa  juba,  Makcorave,  Hist.  P>ra.sil.,  148,  1648,  Brazil. 

Acara  pinima,  MARe(iRAVE,  Hist.  IJrasil.,  152,  1648,  Brazil. 

Spams  virginicus,  Linn.-eus,  Syst.  Nat.,  x,  281,  1758,  South  America. 

Spams  vittatus,  Bloch,  Ichthyol.,  taf.  263,  tig.  2,  1791,  Brazil;  after  Marc(JRAVe’s  Acara 
pinima. 

Perea  juba,  Bloch,  l.c.,  taf.  308,  fig.  2,  1791,  Brazil;  after  Marcgrave’s  Guahicupa  juba. 
Grammistesmauritii,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichthyol.,  185,  1801 ; after  Spams  vittatus 
of  Bloch. 

? Pristipoma  catharince,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  269,  1830,  St.  Cath- 
arine Island,  Brazil. 

Pri.stipoma  rodo,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  274,  1830,  Martinique, 
Brazil,  Puerto  Rico,  and  San  Domingo. 

Pristipoma  acara  pinima,  Castelnau,  Aniin.  Nouv.  on  Hares,  8,  1856,  Brazil. 

Pristipoma  virginicum,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  288. 

Anisotremus  virginicus.  Gill,  Proc.,  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1861, 107 ; Jordan,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat. 

Mus.  1890,  319;  JORDAN  & FeslER,  l.c.,  486. 

Pomadasys  virginicus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  ^lus.  1881,  385. 

1692.  AXISOTUKMl'S  SERUULA  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Tete-de-Koche ; Petite-Scie.) 

Dorsal  XII,  13;  A.  Ill,  9.  Body  a little  more  oblong  than  in  Anisolre- 
mus  surinamensis.  Snout  short,  not  longer  than  width  of  eye;  dorsal  fin 
very  deeply  notched,  with  feeble  spines;  second  and  third  anal  spines 
equal  in  length.  Anterior  part  of  body  without  dark  crossbars,  the  body 
sometimes  plain  yellowish,  the  back  usually  violet,  with  4 or  5 yellowish 
lines;  silvery  below.*  Martinique  (Cuvier  A Valenciennes) ; not  seen  by 

* Except  for  the  presence  of  the  groove  at  the  chin,  as  imi)lied  in  the  description  of 
Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  we  might  suppose  Anuotremus  serrula  to  be  identical  with 
Oenyatremus  luteus. 
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us.  (serriila,  a little  saw,  a translation  of  the  French  name  “Petite-Scie,” 
used,  at  Martinique.) 

Pristipoma  serrula,  Cuvier  & Yalenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poisa.,  v,  272,  1830,  Martinique. 
Pristipoma  amatum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  272,  Martinique. 
Anisotremus  serrula,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,487. 

543.  CONODON,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Conodon,  Cuvier  &,  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  156, 1830  (antillanus =nobilis). 

This  genus  is  close  to  Pomadasis,  from  which  it  is  separated  hy  the 
enlarged  outer  teeth  and  hy  the  peculiar  armature  of  the  preopercle,  which 
is  very  sharply  serrate,  the  serrm  at  the  angle  enlarged,  those  before  the 
angle  turned  forward.  Body  oblong;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  more 
or  less  scaly;  second  anal  spine  large.  American.  (TCiyro?,  cone;  odcbr, 
tooth.) 

a.  Back  distinctly  elevated  and  compressed,  the  depth  3J  in  body;  dorsal  fins  low, 
fourth  spine  the  longest,  1|  in  head;  longest  dorsal  ray  2^-  in  head;  outer  teeth 
much  enlarged.  nobilis,  1693. 

aa.  Back  not  elevated,  the  depth  3f  in  body ; dorsal  fin  higher  than  in  nobilis,  fourth 
spine  tlie  longest,  2^  in  head;  longest  dorsal  ray  3 in  head;  outer  teeth  little 
enlarged.  serrifer,  1694. 

1693.  (’OXODOX  NOBILIS  (Linnmus). 

Head  3g ; depth  3^.  D.  XI — I,  13;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  6-55-13.  Back  dis- 
tinctly elevated  and  compressed,  the  depth  about  equal  to  length  of  head; 
dorsal  tins  low,  fourth  and  longest  spine  If  in  head,  longest  dorsal  ray  2f 
in  head;  second  anal  spine  very  long  and  strong,  higher  than  the  soft 
rays,  more  than  ^ length  of  head;  second  dorsal  saline  about  ^ length  of 
third;  pectorals  narrow,  about  reaching  vent;  teeth  of  outer  series  en- 
larged, stout;  preorbital  at  its  least  width  more  than  ^ diameter  of  eye. 
Air  bladder  with  2 short  horns  in  front.  Color  silvery,  darker  above, 
with  8 dark  bars,  which  extend  on  sides  below  level  of  pectoral;  sides 
with  light  yellowish  streaks  in  life;  dorsal  spines  silvery.  West  Indies; 
coast  of  Texas  to  Brazil;  on  sandy  shores.  Length  about  a foot.  This 
species  is  not  rare  in  the  West  Indies,  and  is  more  common  on  the  coast 
of  Brazil,  (nohilis,  noble.) 

Perea  nobilis,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Hat.,  Ed.  x,  191,  1758,  North  America. 

Scicenaplumieri,  Bloch,  Ichtbyol.,  vi,  66,  taf.  306,  1791,  Martinique. 

Scicena  coro,  Bloch,  1.  c.,  pi.  307,  fig.  2,  1791,  Brazil ; after  Coro  coro,  Marcgrave. 
Cheilodipterus  chrysopterus,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Hat.  Pois.s.,  iii,  542,  pi.  33,  fig.  1,  1802. 
Conodon  antillanus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  156,  1830,  Jamaica. 
Pristipoma  coro,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  266,  1830. 

Conodon  plumieri,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  304,  1859. 

Conodon  nobilis,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  488. 

1694.  CONODON  SERRIFER,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

Head  3|  in  length  to  base  of  caudal;  depth  3|.  I).  XI — I,  12;  A.  Ill,  7 ; 

scales  6-53-15.  Body  comparatively  elongate,  elliptical,  little  compressed, 
the  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  regularly  and  nearly  equally  curved,  the 
back  not  much  elevated  and  not  specially  compressed.  Head  rather  short. 
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broad,  not  very  acute  anteriorly,  tbe  profile  nearly  straight  from  snout  to 
base  of  dorsal ; snout  short,  about  equal  in  length  to  the  large  eye,  3|  in 
head.  Interorbital  area  broad  and  quite  flat,  its  width  4:1-  in  head.  Mouth 
moderate,  terminal,  oblique,  the  lips  moderately  developed;  maxillary 
extending  to  opposite  front  of  eye,  2f  in  head;  premaxillaries  in  front  on 
level  of  middle  of  eye.  Teeth  in  moderate  bands,  those  in  the  outer  series 
enlarged,  but  much  less  so  than  in  Conodon  nohiJis,  the  teeth  slenderer 
than  in  the  latter;  2 teeth  in  front  of  lower  jaw  somewhat  caninelike. 
Treorbital  narrow,  its  least  width  about  f diameter  of  ej  e;  Jaws  equal 
in  front;  preopercle  with  its  posterior  margin  somewhat  concave,  armed 
with  strong  teeth,  Avhich  are  direeted  backward  and  somewhat  upward; 
angle  of  preopercle  with  a strong  spine  directed  backward,  its  length 
about  i length  of  eye;  lower  limb  of  preopercle  with  strong  spinous 
teeth  (as  in  the  species  of  Plectropoma) , directed  forward  and  downward, 
becoming  gradually  smaller  anteriorly;  nostrils  small,  roundish,  the  ante- 
rior larger.  Gill  rakers  rather  slender,  of  moderate  length.  Scales  rather 
irregularly  arranged,  those  above  lateral  line  forming  series  parallel  with 
it,  which  are  somewhat  broken  opposite  the  angulation  of  the  lateral 
line;  small  scales  on  soft  parts  of  dorsal  and  anal;  dorsal  fin  low,  divided 
almost  to  base,  the  spines  rather  strong;  first  and  second  spines  short 
and  slender,  the  second  little  more  than  ^ the  height  of  the  third;  the 
fourth  or  longest  2^  in  head;  soft  dorsal  Ioav,  its  longest  rays  3 in  head; 
caudal  subtruncate,  the  upper  rays  longest.  If  in  head;  anal  rather  low, 
the  second  spine  2 in  head,  much  longer  and  stronger  than  the  third,  which 
is  little  lower  than  the  soft  rays;  pectoral  pointed,  li-(j  in  head;  ventrals 
14.  Color  dusky  bluish  above,  silvery  below  ; sides  of  back  with  about  7 
short  black  bars,  each  much  narrower  than  the  interspaces,  the  last  under 
last  rays  of  dorsal,  all  terminating  below  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  dark  hue 
of  the  back;  fins  all  pale.  Length  8 inches.  Lower  California;  known 
only  from  the  original  types,  3 specimens  taken  by  Dr.  Streets  at  Boca 
Soledad.  It  is  close  to  Conodon  nohilis,  but  slenderer  and  somewhat  dif- 
ferent in  armature,  {serra,  saw;  firo,  I bear.) 

Conodon  pluniieri,  Streets,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  vii,  50, 1877,  Boca  Soledad,  west  coast 
Lower  California;  not  of  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Conodon. <ierrifer,JoKT>A^  Cilbert,  Proc.U.S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,351,  Boca  Soledad,  Lower 
California  (Type,  17546,  U.  S.  N.  M.  Coll.  Dr.  Streets) ; Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  488. 

544.  BRACHYDEUTERUS,  Gill. 

(Buruitos.) 

lirachy deuterus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1862,  17  {atiritus,  an  African  species). 
H(^midop.'iis,  Steindachner,  Iclith  Notizen,  viii,  9,  1869  {corvincefonnis,  a Brazilian 
species). 

Body  oblong;  scales  large,  those  above  in  series  parallel  with  the  lat- 
eral line;  mouth  small,  outer  teeth  in  jaws  somewhat  enlarged;  inside  of 
jaws  not  red.  Anal  spines  small  or  moderate,  the  second  little,  if  any, 
longer  or  stronger  than  third,  and  lower  than  the  soft  rays;  soft  dorsal 
and  anal  largely  covered  with  small  scales;  dorsal  spines  12;  soft  dorsal 
comparatively  long,  of  15  or  16  rays;  otherwise  essentially  as  in  Pornadasis, 
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the  fins  smaller  and  more  scal}^.  {ftpax'v'i,  short;  devrspoi,  second;  the 
typical  species  (auritus)  was  placed  hy  Cnvier  & Valenciennes  in  the 
Sviwnoid  genns  Larimus,  from  which  it  was  supposed  to  differ  in  the  shorter 
second  dorsal.  The  name  would  better  apply  to  the  short  second  anal  spine. ) 

a.  Pectoral  fins  short,  much  shorter  tlian  head;  anal  spines  very  small. 
h.  Preorbital  narrow,  not  as  broad  as  eye. 

c.  Second  anal  spine  shorter  than  the  third;  body  rather  elongate,  the  mouth 
small,  the  maxillary  not  quite  reaching  front  of  e3m.  A large  blackish 
rounded  blotch  nearlj"  as  large  as  ej^e,  behind  the  suprascapula,  at  the 
origin  of  the  lateral  line.  nitidus,  1695. 

cc.  Second  anal  spine  about  equal  to  third  in  length,  but  stouter,  3 to  3J  in 
head,  relativelj"  larger  in  smaller  specimens ; a diti'use  dark  blotch  on 
scapular  region,  ver^'  faint  in  the  larger  specimens. 

CORVIN.EFORMIS,  1696. 

hb.  Preorbital  broad,  wider  than  eye,  3|  to  4 in  head;  anal  spines  not  graduated; 
maxillary  not  reaching  the  ej  e ; sides  with  indistinct  dark  streaks  or  none ; 
no  dark  scapular  blotch.  leuciscus,  1697. 

aa.  Pectoral  fins  long,  nearly  equal  to  head;  preorbital  broad,  about  as  wide  as  eye. 
Bodj^  rather  robust,  the  back  elevated,  the  i)rofile  even.  Axillary  blotch  large, 
black,  encroaching  upon  the  rays  of  the  pectoral  fin.  axillaris,  1698. 

1695.  BRAOHYDEUTERUS  MTIDUS  (Steindachner). 

Head  3^;  depth  3;  eye  3f ; suoiit  3.  D.  XII,  15;  A!  Ill,  8;  fourth  dorsal 
spiue  2;  secoud  anal  spine  nearly  4;  pectoral  If;  scales  6 or  7-52-10. 
Body  moderately  elongate,  compressed,  the  hack  evenly  arched;  head 
pointed,  the  mouth  small,  maxillary  not  reaching  to  eye;  preorhital  nar- 
row, not  so  wide  as  eye;  posterior  edge  of  jireopercle  finely  and  evenly 
serrate;  gill  rakers  short  and  slender,  about  7-{-10.  Dorsal  not  deeply 
notched,  longest  ray  If  in  longest  spine;  anal  spines  very  small,  the  sec- 
ond shorter  than  third;  pectoral  much  shorter  than  head,  not  reaching 
much  past  tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach  halfway  to  base  of  first  anal 
ray;  caudal  Innate.  Silvery,  darker  above,  with  dark  streaks  along  the 
rows  of  scales,  especially  distinct  below  lateral  line;  a large  round  blotch 
at  beginning  of  lateral  line,  about  as  large  as  eye;  fins  plain.  Length  10 
inches.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America ; known  from  Mazatlaii,  Panama, 
and  the  Gulf  of  California.  {)nti(his,  shining.) 

rrutipoma  (Hcemulopsis)  nitidum,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Notizen,  viii,  5,  pi.  3,  1869, 
Mazatlan,  Mexico. 

Poynadasis  nitidus,  Jordan  & Pesler,  Z.  c.,494;  Jordan,  Fiahe.s  of  Sinaloa,  462, 1895. 

1696.  BRACHYDEUTERUS  CORYIVEFORMIS  (Steindachner). 

Head  3 to  3f ; depth  3f ; eye  3|  to  4 in  head;  snout  2i  to  3.  D.  XII,  15; 
A.  HI,  7 ; scales  6-51-10.  Upper  profile  regularly  arched  from  snout  to  tail, 
the  highest  point  at  origin  of  dorsal ; lower  profile  nearly-  straight  to  base 
of  anal;  preorbital  slightly  less  than  eye;  maxillary  not  reaching  eye,  3f 
to3f  in  head;  anterior  nostril  oval,  twice  the  size  of  posterior;  preopercle 
finely  toothed,  about  20  teeth  on  upper  limh,  increasing  slightly  in  size 
toward  angle;  dorsal  notched  almost  to  base,  fourth  spine  longest,  2f  to2f 
in  head;  longest  soft  ray  (second)  equal  to  or  slightly  less  than  longest 
spine;  pectoral  pointed.  If  to  1|  in  head;  ventral  broad,  the  margin 
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nearly  straight,  inner  ray  1|  in  second,  which  is  2 in  head;  first  ray 
branched  once,  slightly  filamentous,  other  rays  branched  much;  second 
and  third  anal  spines  about  equal,  3 to  3f  in  head,  relatively  larger  in 
smaller  specimens,  the  second  stouter;  first  soft  ray  2^  in  head ; margin 
of  anal  slightly  concave,  the  last  ray  shorter  than  second  spine;  upper 
lobe  of  caudal  longer,  the  difference  more  noticeable  iu  the  smaller  speci- 
mens, to  1^  in  head,  middle  rays  1|  in  upper;  pectoral  scaly  at  base 
only,  other  fins,  except  spinous  dorsal,  more  or  less  completely  scaled,  a 
narrow  sheath  of  scales  on  sides  of  dorsal  and  anal,  supplementary  scales 
slightly  developed  in  axil  of  ventrals;  least  dei)th  of  caudal  peduncle  1| 
to  1|  in  the  length  from  below  end  of  dorsal,  its  length  being  equal  to 
middle  caudal  rays;  lateral  line  and  rows  of  scales  above  it  concentric 
with  back,  scales  below  lateral  line  iu  horizontal  rows.  Color  iu  alcohol: 
Dark  olive  above,  lower  sides  more  or  less  silvery,  the  larger  specimens 
much  the  lighter;  a dark  line  along  each  row  of  scales  below  lateral  line, 
these  rather  indistinct  in  larger  specimens;  scales  above  lateral  line  with 
dark  centers,  these  not  forming  distinct  lines;  a diffuse  dark  blotch  on 
scapular  region,  very  faint  iu  the  larger  specimens;  pectorals  colorless, 
other  fins  punctate,  the  margins  very  dark.  There  is  considerable  varia- 
tion in  the  ground  color,  the  larger  specimens  being  distinctly  silvery, 
some  of  the  smaller  heavily  washed  with  olive  and  having  the  scapular 
blotch  more  developed.  Our  specimens  differ  from  Steindachuer’s  descrip- 
tion in  having  a rather  shorter  maxillary,  not  reaching  eye,  narrower  pre- 
orbital, and  a blotch  on  scapular  region.  They  are,  however,  probably 
not  specifically  distinct.  West  Indies  to  Brazil;  here  described  from  5 
specimens  5^^  to  inches  long,  collected  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Seed  Roberts.  {Corvina,  a synonym  of  Scievna;  forma,  form.) 

Ucemulon  corvinceforme,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Notizen,  vil,  16, 1868,  Santos,  Brazil. 
Fomadasis  corvinceformis,  Jordan  «fc  Fesler,  Sparoid  Fishes,  495, 1893. 

Brachy deuterus  corvino’/ormis,  Jordan  & Rutter,  Fishes  of  Jamaica  in  Proe.  Ac.  Nat. 

Sci.  Phila.  1897, 110. 

1697.  BRACHYDEDTERUS  LEECISCUS  (Gunther). 

(Burrito.) 

Head  3;  depth  3 to  3,^0‘  I'i  to  16;  A.  Ill,  7 or  S;  scales  6-52-12; 

preorbital  3i  to  4 iu  head;  orbit!;  snout  3;  maxillary  3,\;  fourth  dorsal 
spine  1^  in  head;  second  anal  spine  variable,  from  3 to  4;  pectoral  14; 
upper  caudal  lobe  1^.  Body  moderately  elongate,  deepest  at  shoulders ; 
proHle  steep,  but  not  greatly  curved,  slightly  concave  above  eyes;  mouth 
small,  lower  jaw  slightly  included,  maxillary  not  reaching  front  of  eye; 
preorbital  wider  than  eye,  iuterorbital  flattish,  2f  orbit ; preopercle  sharply 
serrated;  gill-rakers  about  half  pupil,  5+12.  Dorsal  deeply  notched,  the 
last  spine  about  twice  as  long  as  next  to  last;  fourth  spine  longest,  | 
longer  than  longest  ray;  second  anal  spine  stouter,  not  much,  if  any, 
shorter  than  third,  its  tip,  when  depressed.  Teaching  base  of  last  ray; 
])ectoral  short,  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals,  but  not  to  vent;  upper 
lobe  of  caudal  the  longer.  Color  grayish-silvery;  a light  lateral  band. 
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about  one  scale  in  width,  beginning  at  posterior  margin  of  opercle  and 
extending  backward  in  a direct  line,  meeting  the  lateral  line  under  pos- 
terior fourth  of  soft  dorsal,  thence  continuing  to  base  of  caudal  chiefly 
below  lateral  line;  center  of  each  scale  in  the  band  with  a faint  dark 
blotch,  these  forming  a rather  distinct  darker  line  through  the  mid- 
dle of  the  light  one;  3 other  faint  dark  bands  along  side,  1 above  and  2 
below  the  light  band;  opercle  with  a yellowish  tinge,  a dark  spot  at 
angle;  fins  all  light  yellowish,  soft  dorsal  mottled  with  blackish;  a 
faint  blotch  on  axil  of  pectoral.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America ; very 
common  at  Mazatlan  and  Panama,  south  to  northern  Peru;  quite  variable 
in  depth  of  body,  width  of  preorbital,  and  length  of  spines.  Here  described 
from  a specimen  9 inches  in  length,  from  Rio  Mulege,  Lower  California. 
(leuciscus,  a chub  or  shiner,  from  Aevno's,  white.) 

Pristipoma  leuciscus,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1864, 147,  San  Jose  de  Nicaragua, 
Chiapas. 

Pristipoma  leuciscus,  var.  elongatus,  Steindachner,  Neue  nnd  seltene  Fische  aus  dem  k.  k. 
Museum,  30,  52,  pi.  9,  fig.  2, 1879,  Tumbez,  west  coast  of  South  America;  an  elongate 
specimen,  probably  of  the  same  species. 

Pomadasys  Zewcisms,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  387. 

Pomadasis  elongatus,*  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  352;  specimens  with 
slender  body  and  narrow  preorbital ; Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891, 
150;  Jordan  «fc  Fesler,  1.  c.,  495. 

Pomadasis  leuciscus,  Jobva^  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  495 ; Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  462, 1895. 

1698.  BRAtHYDEUTERUS  AXILLARIS  (Steindachner). 

(Burro  Blanco.) 

Head3|^;  depth  3^;  D.  XII,  16;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  6-50-10.  Body  rather 
robust,  compressed,  the  back  moderately  arched ; dorsal  fin  deeply  notched ; 
preopercle  with  small  serrie ; suprascapula  finel}^  serrate ; preorbital  broad, 
about  as  wide  as  eye;  anal  spines  small  or  moderate,  the  second  little,  if 
any,  longer  or  stronger  than  third,  3^^  to  4 in  head ; anal  lower  than  the  soft 
dorsal;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  largely  covered  with  small  scales;  jiectoral 
fin  long,  nearly  equal  to  head.  Color  grayish-silvery,  with  light  and  dark 
stripes  along  rows  of  scales,  these  sometimes  obscure;  fins  unspotted; 
body  with  faint  dark  crossbands;  back  and  sides  with  dark  stripes 
formed  by  dark  spots  along  the  rows  of  scales;  a large  inky-black  axillary 
blotch,  encroaching  on  the  rays  of  the  pectoral  fin,  a color  mark  by  which 
the  species  may  be  known  at  once.  Length  nearly  a foot.  Pacific  coast 
of  Mexico;  not  rare,  but  known  only  from  about  Mazatlan  and  Guaymas. 
{axillaris,  from  the  black  axillary  spot.) 

Pristipoma  axillare,  Steindachner,  Icbtb.  Notizen,  viii,  7,  1869,  Mazatlan. 

Pomadasis  axillaris,  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891,  151;  Jordan  & 
Fesler,  1.  e.,  494;  Jordan,  Fisbes  of  Sinaloa,  462, 1895. 


* The  specimens  called  elongatus  by  Jordan  & Gilbert  differ  somewhat  from  the  elongatus 
of  Steindachner.  Renewed  comparison  of  many  exaini)les  leads  us  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  specimens  named  leuciscus  and  elongatus  are  simply  rather  extreme  forms  of  one 
species. 
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545,  POMADASIS,  LaciSpode. 

(Burros.) 

Pomadasis,  Lacep£:de,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  516,  1803  {argenteus). 

Lcs pristipomes,  Cuviee,  llegne  Animal,  Ed.  1,  279,  1817  (hasta,  etc.), 

Pristipoma,  Oken,  Isis,  1817  (hasta). 

Pristipovia,  CuviEK,  llegne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  ii,  176,  1829  (hasta,  etc.). 

Rheums,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List,  387,  1896  (panamensis). 

Rhonciscus,  JORDAN  <fc  Evermann,  Check-List,  387,  1896  (crocro). 

Body  oblong,  somewhat  compressed,  the  back  not  much  elevated  ; mouth 
rather  small,  terminal,  low,  the  lips  thin ; maxillary  usually  not  extending 
to  opposite  the  eye,  its  tip  not  reaching  the  posterior  edge  of  the  broad 
preorbital;  premaxillaries  protractile;  teeth  on  jaws  only,  in  villiform 
bands,  subequal,  or  the  outer  series  in  upper  jaw  more  or  less  enlarged; 
no  red  on  the  jaws;  a central  groove  behind  the  symphysis  of  the  lower 
jaw;  cheeks  and  opercles  scaly;  preopercle  rather  distinctly  serrate,  the 
serrm  below  not  turned  forward ; suprascapula  serrate ; scales  large,  those 
above  lateral  line  in  series  parallel  with  it;  no  small  scales  at  base  of 
the  others;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  naked,  or  with  a very  few  scales 
at  base;  dorsal  lin  emarginate,  the  spines  strong,  11  to  13  in  number,  the 
soft  rays  11  to  14;  anal  iin  of  7 or  8 soft  rays,  short,  with  the  second  spine 
always  very  strong;  gill  rakers  feeble,  few  in  number;  caudal  lunate, 
forked.  This  genus  is  composed  of  small  shore  fishes,  some  of  its  repre- 
sentatives being  found  in  most  tropical  seas.  Several  of  the  species  enter 
fresh  waters,  and  perhaps  belong  to  the  brackish- water  fauna.  Numerous 
species  are  found  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  and  about  the  Cape  Verde 
Islands,  but  so  far  as  known  none  enters  European  waters,  {najpa,  oper- 
culum; 8a6v<,  rough,  hence  more  correctly  written  Pomadasys.) 

Rhenchus  Cpe'yKo?,  or 'pdyKos,  snoring,  hence  7lonc/)R«,  Ronco,  Roncador): 

a.  Teeth  in  both  jaws  in  villiform  hands,  the  outer  series  not  at  all  enlarged ; preo- 
percle with  weak  serratures ; dorsal  spines  12. 

b.  Third  dorsal  spine  produced,  much  longer  than  the  others,  about  half  length  of 
head;  second  anal  spine  somewhat  shorter ; profile  convex ; scales  nearly 
smooth  ; pectoral  fin  very  long,  as  long  as  head.  Color  silvery,  lower  fins 
white;  a distinct  dark  blotch  on  opercle  and  a fainter  one  on  sides  below 
spinous  dorsal.  Eody  rather  robust.  panamensis,  1699. 

aa.  Teeth  in  both  jaws  in  villiform  bands,  those  in  the  outer  series  in  the  upper  jaw 
more  or  less  enlarged  ; iireopercle  sharply  .serrate;  caudal  tin  lunate  or  trun- 
cate, the  lobes  short. 

Pristipoma  (TTpicTTij?,  saw;  TTtopia,  operculuin) : 

c.  Dorsal  spines  XII;  preorbital  broad. 

d.  Mouth  large,  maxillary  reaching  to  anterior  third  of  eye,  about  2f  in 
head. 

e.  Scahis  rather  small,  8-56-20.  Body  elongate-elliptical,  compressed, 
somewhat  elevated  at  nape;  anterior  profile  straight  from  nape 
to  end  of  snout;  snout  produced,  blunt,  rounded;  dorsal  spines 
low,  the  longest  2|  in  head;  second  anal  spine  very  long,  in 
head;  pectoral  short,  not  reaching  vent.  Coloration  uniform. 

bayanus,  1700. 

ee.  Scales  still  smaller,  65  in  a longitudinal  .series;  body  elongate;  maxil- 
lary extending  a little  beyond  front  of  eye;  anal  spines  strong, 
the  second  three-fourths  the  depth  of  body.  Color  nearly  plain; 
silvery  below.  productus,  1701. 
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dd.  Mouth  small,  the  maxillary  not  reaching  beyond  anterior  edge  of  orbit, 
about  3^  in  head;  pectorals  long,  1^  in  head;  scales  large,  45  to  48. 
Body  ovate-elongate,  compressed,  considerably  elevated  at  nape; 
anterior  profile  straight  or  slightly  concave  from  nape  to  point  of 
snout;  snout  sharp  and  pointed. 

/.  Eye  4|  in  head;  dorsal  fin  very  deeply  notched,  the  spines  long 
and  strong,  the  longest  about  2 in  head ; second  anal  spine  very 
long  and  strong,  about  2 in  head;  pectoral  long,  reaching  a 
little  beyond  the  vent,  about  3^  in  body.  Coloration  dusky, 
with  a metallic  luster  above,  lighter  below ; back  with  about  4 
dusky  transverse  bands  extending  to  level  of  pectoral. 

MACRACANTHUS,  1702. 

/.  Eye  3J  in  head;  second  anal  spine  more  than  half  head,  longer 
than  fourth  dorsal  spine.  andrei,  1703. 

Khonciscus  (diminutive  of  poy/co?,  grunter) ; 
cc.  Dorsal  spines  XTII;  preorbital  narrow. 

g.  Body  moderately  elongate,  the  depth  2^  to  3 in  length. 

h.  Snout  pointed,  3f  in  head.  Body  elongate,  compressed,  the  back 
elevated,  high  at  the  nape,  the  anterior  profile  rather  irregular 
varying  with  age ; a more  or  less  distinct  frontal  depression 
above  eye  in  old  specimens;  mouth  small,  the  maxillary 
barely  extending  to  the  anterior  edge  of  orbit;  lower  jaw 
included;  scales  rather  large,  6-54-16,  those  above  the  lateral 
line  j)ai-allel;  dorsal  fin  moderately  notched;  second  anal  spine 
A-ery  strong  and  long,  reaching  past  tips  of  all  the  rays ; pec- 
toral short.  Color  rather  plain,  about  3 or  4 ill-defined  longi- 
tudinal dark  stripes  along  sides,  one  from  point  of  snout  to 
middle  of  base  of  caudal.  crocro,  1704. 

hh.  Suout  longer,  moderately  pointed,  about  3 in  head;  body  elongate, 
ovate,  compressed,  the  back  elevated,  depth  about  3 in  length  ; 
pectorals  rather  long,  IJ  in  head;  anterior  profile  steep  and 
convex  over  snout,  depressed  above  eye,  becoming  slightly 
convex  at  nape ; top  of  head  with  a slight  deitres^sion ; mouth 
small,  the  maxillary  barely  reaching  to  the  anterior  edge 
of  eye;  preorbital  very  narrow;  eye  very  large,  about  3 in 
head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  slightly  scaly  at  base;  dorsal  fin 
only  moderately  notched,  the  soft  part  much  shorter  and 
lower  than  the  spinous  portion ; dorsal  spines  very  high  and 
stout,  fourth  li  in  head;  second  anal  spine  very  long  and 
strong,  in  head;  pectoral  long;  caudal  slightly  lunate. 
Color  uniformly  silver-gray,  the  base  of  each  scale  slightly 
darker.  ' branicki,  1705. 

gg.  Body  A’^ery  long  and  low,  compressed,  the  hack  little  elevated,  the 
depth  about  3|  in  length;  pectorals  shortish,  1-^- in  head.  Second 
anal  spine  very  long,  in  head;  anterior  profile  irregular, 
straightish  oA  er  snout,  slightly  convex  above  eye,  occiput  con- 
caA^e,  convex  at  nape;  mouth  moderate;  maxillary  reaching  to 
front  of  pupil;  teeth  at  angle  of  preopercle  almost  spiny;  eye 
large ; base  of  soft  dorsal  and'anal  naked  or  slightly  scaly ; dorsal 
fin  only  slightly  notched,  the  soft  part  about  half  as  long  as  spiny 
portion;  dorsal  spines  A^ery  strong ; second  anal  spine  A^ery  long, 
reaching  beyond  tips  of  last  rays.  Color  of  bodj'  metallic  grayish- 
golden,  with  indistinct  streaks  and  bands;  belly  lighter;  fins 
dusky.  RAMOSUS,  1706. 
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Subgenus  RHENCUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

1699.  POMADASIS  PANAMENSIS*  (Steindachner). 

Head  2|  to  2f ; depth  2|  to  2f.  D.  XII,  13.  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  7-48-12; 
eye  4 in  head;  preorbital  deep,  about  as  broad  as  eye;  interorbital  4f ; 
maxillary  3.  Body  robust,  somewhat  compressed,  the  back  elevated,  the 
anterior  profile  convex;  mouth  rather  large,  oblique.  Teeth  in  upper  jaw 
in  broad  villiform  bands,  the  outer  teeth  not  enlarged;  lower  jaw  project- 
ing; preopercle  very  weakly  serrate ; suprascapula  nearly  entire.  Third 
dorsal  spine  strong,  considerably  produced,  much  longer  than  the  fourth, 
and  more  than  twice  length  of  second,  about  4 length  of  head;  second 
anal  spine  somewhat  shorter,  but  strong,  much  larger  and  longer  than 
third,  not  reaching  tips  of  last  ray  w^hen  depressed;  caudal  lunate.  Gill 
rakers  short  and  slender,  6-f  12;  .scales  nearly  smooth;  pectoral  fin  very 
long,  falcate,  as  long  as  head.  Color  grayish  silvery;  young  with  6 very 
faiut  cross  shades,  one  of  these  below  spinous  dorsal  appearing  as  a round- 
ish dark  spot;  lower  fins  white;  a distinct  dark  blotch  on  opercle  and  a 
fainter  one  on  sides  below  spinous  dorsal.  Length  14  inches.  Pacific 
coast  of  tropical  America;  a well-marked  species,  common  at  both  Panama 
and  Mazatlau.  (Name  from  Panama). 

rristipoina 2>cnia))iense,  Steindachner,  Iclith.  Beitragc,  iii,  8,  1875,  Panama. 

I'omadaain  panammsix,  Jordan  &.  Fesler,  4 c.,  494. 

Subgenus  PRISTIPOMA,  Cuvier. 

1700.  POMADASIS  li A Y AAT  S,  Jordan  6i  Evermann,  new  specie.s. 

Head  2^;  deiith  34;  scales  8-56-20;  D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  7;  eye  5 in  head; 
preorbital  6^;  snout  3f;  maxillary  2|;  pectoral  5 in  body ; 4th  dorsal  spine 
2|;  second  anal  spine  1|;  soft  dorsal  2^  in  spinous.  Body  elongate-ellii>- 
tical,  compressed,  somewhat  elevated  at  uapi* ; auteriorprotile  straight  from 
nape  to  end  of  snout;  snout  produced,  blunt,  rounded;  preorbital  broatl, 
not  quite  so  wide  as  eye;  preopercle  and  suprascapula  coarselj'  serrated. 
Mouth  rather  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  anterior  third  of  eye;  teeth 
in  upper  jaw  in  villiform  bauds,  those  in  front  of  ujtper  jaw  more  or  less 
enlarged,  acute;  dorsal  fin  deejily  notched;  dor.sal  spines  low,  the  longest 
about  2|  in  head;  soft  dorsal  short,  its  base  contained  about  2^  times  iu 
base  of  spinous  portion;  second  anal  spine  very  long  and  strong,  about  If 
in  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  slightly  scaly  at  base;  pectoral  short,  not 
reaching  vent.  Coloration  uniform  olivaceous  above,  silvery  below;  lins 
plain.  Pacific  coast  of  Panama,  probably  always  in  fresh  waters,  the 
known  specimens  all  taken  from  the  Rio  Bayano,  near  Panama.  Our  type 
and  cotype,  30957,  IT.  S.  N.  M.,  two  specimens  from  Rio  Bayano,  collected 
by  Captain  John  ]\I.  Dow. 

rnsHpoma  huviile,  Kner  & Steindachner,  Sit.sgber.  Akad.  Wi-ss.  Munch.  18C3,  222, 
Rio  Bayano,  near  Panama;  name  preoccupied  by  Fristqtoma  humilis,  Mow  men, 
Fisbe.s  of  Madeira,  236,  1825. 

Pomadasis  humilis,  Jordan  &.  Fesler,  1.  c.,  492. 

*Tliis  specie.s  is  erroneously  referred  by  Jordan  & Fesler  to  the  subgenus  Pseudopris- 
tipoma,  Sauvage  (Full.  Soc.  Philom.,  iv,  220,  1880),  of  which  the  type  is  Pristi^wrna  leu- 
curnm,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  from  the  Seychelles.  Pxeudoi)rii>tipoma  seems  to  he  a 
valid  genus,  closely  allied  to  Amxotremux,  with  which  it  agrees  in  form,  hut  with  the 
teeth  all  small  and  slender,  the  outer  not  at  all  enlarged. 
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1701.  POMADASIS  PRODUCTUS  (Poey). 

Head  4 in  total  length  -with  caudal;  depth  44;  eye  4.  D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill, 
7 ; scales  65.  Body  elongate,  maxillary  extending  a little  beyond  front  of 
eye;  anal  spines  strong,  the  second  f depth  of  body.  Color  nearly  2)lain, 
silvery  below.  (Poey.)  Cuba;  not  seen  by  us;  apparently  closely  allied 
to  P.  hayatuis.  From  P.  ?’amo8Ms  it  differs,  ifthedescrij)tions  can  be  trusted, 
in  having  but  12  dorsal  spines,  {productus,  produced,  from  the  long  snout.) 

Pristipoma  productum,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  186,  1860,  Havana. 

Pomadasis  productus,  Jordan  & Fesleb,  1.  c.,  493. 

1702.  POMADASIS  MACRACAXTHUS  (Gunther). 

(Bcero.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2|;  scales  6 or  7-48-14;  D.  XII,  13;  A.  Ill,  7 ; eye  44  in 
head;  preorbital  4|;  snout  2^;  maxillary  3^;  pectoral  34  in  body;  fourth 
dorsal  spiue  2 in  head ; second  anal  spine  2 ; longest  dorsal  ray  1^  in  long- 
est dorsal  spine.  Body  ovate-elongate,  compressed,  considerably  elevated 
atna^ie;  anterior  profile  straight  or  slightly  concave  from  nape  to  point  of 
snout;  snout  sharp  and  pointed;  mouth  small,  the  maxillary  not  reaching 
to  anterior  edge  of  orbit,  about  34  in  head;  anterior  nostril  with  a dap 
which  extends  over  posterior  nostril;  gill  rakers  about  7-|-15;  scales  large; 
l)reopercle  and  suprascaimla  coarsely  serrate;  dorsal  fin  very  deeply 
notched;  dorsal  spines  long  and  strong,  the  longest  about  2 in  head;  soft 
dorsal  short,  its  base  contained  about  2n,  times  in  base  of  siiiuous  jiortiou ; 
second  anal  sj^ine  very  long  and  strong,  about  2 in  head;  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  each  with  a single  row  of  a few  scales  behind  each  ray  near  the  base; 
pectoral  long,  reaching  a little  Ijeyond  the  vent,  about  34  in  body,  14  in 
head.  Coloration  dusky,  with  a metallic  luster  above,  silvery  below; 
about  4 broad  dusky  transverse  bands  extending  downward  to  level  of 
pectoral.  Length  15  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America ; A^ery  com- 
mon; specimens  examined  by  us  from  Panama,  Mazatlan,  Chiajias,  and 
Punta  Arenas.  It  makes  a loud  snorelike  noise  when  canght,  very  much 
like  the  noise  of  the  ‘‘burro”  or  donkey.  {naHp6<i,  long;  axarBa,  spine.) 

Pristipoma  macracanthum,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Loud.  1864,  146,  Chiapas,  Mexico. 
Pomadasis  macracanthus,  Jordan  A:  Fesler,  1.  c.,  493;  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  461. 

1703.  POMADASIS  A\DREI  (Sauvage). 

Head  3 ; depth  3.  D.  XII,  12 ; A.  Ill,  7 ; scales  45 ; eye  equal  to  snout,  34 
in  head;  maxillary  reaching  to  ojAposite  front  of  eye;  preoiiercle  wdth 
oblicpie  margin.  Second  anal  sj)ine  strong,  longer  than  fourth  dorsal 
spiue,  more  than  4 length  of  head;  caudal  truncate.  Coloration  uni- 
form. Near  to  P.  macracanthus,  but  differing  in  having  the  eye  larger,  the 
snout  shorter,  in  the  length  of  the  maxillary  and  the  second  anal  spine, 
and  in  the  absence  of  scales  between  the  rays  of  the  A'ertical  fins.  (Sau- 
vage.)  Not  seen  by  us;  a rather  doubtful  species.  Rio  Guayas,  Ecuador, 
near  Guayaquil.  (Named  for  its  discoverer,  M.  Andre.) 

Pristipoma  andrei,  Sauvage,  Bull.  Sci.  Philom.  Paris,  7th  ser.,  ill,  1879,  204,  Rio  Guayas, 
Ecuador  (Coll.  Audre). 
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Subgenus  RHONCISCUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

1704.  POMADASIS  CROCRO  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Head  3;  depth  2f  to  3|;  eye  3^  to  5 in  head.  D.  XIII,  11  or  12;  A.  Ill,  6 
or  7 ; scales  6-54-16 ; preorbital  4 to  8;  snout  2^  to  3f;  maxillary  3 to  4; 
pectoral  1^  to  1|;  fourth  dorsal  spine  14  to  2^;  second  anal  spine  1^  to  2; 
soft  dorsal  2 in  spinous.  Body  elongate,  compressed,  the  back  elevated, 
high  at  the  nape,  the  anterior  profile  rather  irregular,  varying  ’with  age; 
a more  or  less  distinct  frontal  depression  above  eye  in  old  specimens; 
mouth  small,  the  maxillary  bnrely  extending  to  the  anterior  edge  of  orbit; 
lower  jaw  included;  preopercle  coarsely  serrate,  the  teeth  wide  apart; 
teeth  small,  the  outer  scarcely  enlarged;  scales  rather  large,  those  above 
the  lateral  line  in  parallel  series;  dorsal  fin  moderately  notched;  second 
anal  spine  very  strong  and  long,  reaching  past  tips  of  all  the  rays;  pecto- 
ral short,  caudal  slightly  lunate.  Color  rather  plain,  olivaceous,  silvery 
below,  about  3 or  4 ill-defined  longitudinal  dark  stripes  along  sides,  one 
from  point  of  snout  to  middle  of  base  of  caudal.  West  Indies,  Cuba  to 
Brazil;  generally  common  on  sandy  coasts.  The  specimens  examined  by 
us  are  from  Cuba  (type  of  Pristipoma  cultriferum  Poey,  in  the  museum  at 
Cambridge),  and  from  Sao  Matheos,  Itabapuana,  and  Cannariveras,  in 
Brazil,  (crocro,  the  vernacular  name  at  Martinique.) 

Pristipoma  crocro,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  264,  1830,  Martinique. 
Pristipoma  cultriferum,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  185,  1800,  Havana.  (Type  in  M.  C.  Z.) 
Pomadasys  approximans,  Bean  &.  Hresel,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1884,  160,  Jamaica. 

(Tj'pe,  Ho.  30062.  Coll.  Public  Mus.  Inst.  Jamaica.) 

Pomadasis  crocro,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  493. 

1705.  POMADASIS  BRAXK’KI  (Steindachner). 

(Burrito.) 

Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  XIII  or  XIV,  12;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  7-49-12;  eye  3,^ 
in  head;  preorbital  ; snout  3;  maxillary  3f;  pectoral  H;  fourth  dorsal 
spine  1^  ; second  anal  spine  It;  soft  dorsal  2f  in  spinous.  Body  elongate- 
ovate,  compressed,  the  back  elevated;  pectorals  rather  long,  1|  in  head; 
anterior  profile  steep  and  convex  over  snout,  depressed  above  eye,  becom 
ing  slightly  convex  at  nape;  snout  long,  moderately  pointed;  top  of  head 
with  a slight  depression ; mouth  small,  the  maxillary  barely  reaching  to 
the  anterior  edge  of  eye;  preorbital  very  narrow;  teeth  arranged  in  nar- 
row, thickly  set  bands,  those  in  front  a little  broader;  preopercle  and 
scapula  strongly  serrate*,  the  seme  wide  apart  at  angle;  gill  rakers  short 
and  slender,  about  6-|-ll;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  slightly  scaly  at  base;  dor- 
sal fin  only  moderately  notched,  the  soft  part  much  shorter  and  lower 
than  the  spinous  portion  ; dorsal  spines  very  high  and  stout,  the  last  spine 
I longer  than  the  next  to  the  last ; second  anal  spine  very  long  and  strong, 
reaching  past  the  longest  rays,  ^ longer  than  third  spine;  pectoral  long, 
not  reaching  past  ventrals;  caudal  slightly  lunate.  Color  uniformly  sil- 
ver-gray, the  base  of  each  scale  slightly  darker.  Length  7 inches.  Pacific 
coast  of  tropical  America,  Mazatlan  to  Peru;  generally  common  on  the 
sandy  coasts  of  tropical  America  on  the  Pacific  side ; specimens  seen  by 
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US  from  Mazatlan,  Panama,  Rio  Zanatenco,  and  Chiapas.  (A  personal 
name. ) 

Pristipoma  branicki,  Steindachnek,  Denkschr.  kai.serl.  Akad. 'Wiss.  AVien,  xii,  28,  1879, 
Tumbez,  Peru. 

Pomadasis  branicki,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  493;  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  462, 1895. 
1706.  POMADASIS  KAMOSl  S (Poey). 

Head  3 to  31;  depth  31  to  3f.  I).  XIII,  11  or  12;  A.  Ill,  6 or  7;  scales 

6-51-14;  eye  31  in  head;  preorhital  51  to  8;  snout  3J;  maxillary  3;  Elec- 
toral 11;  fourth  dorsal  si>ine  ly  to  2 ; second  anal  sj)ine  If;  soft  dorsal  2 in 
spinous.  Body  very  long  and  low,  compressed,  the  hack  little  elevated; 
anterior  E^rohle  irregular,  straightish  over  snout,  slightly  convex  above 
eye,  occiput  concave,  convex  at  naE)e;  mouth  moderate,  the  maxillary 
reaching  to  front  of  pupil;  preojmrcle  and  scapula  very  coarsely  serrated, 
those  at  angle  of  preopercle  almost  spiny;  eye  large;  base  of  soft  dorsal 
and  anal  naked  or  slightly  scaly;  dorsal  fin  only  slightly  notched,  the 
soft  part  about  half  as  long  as  spiny  j^ortion ; dorsal  spines  very  strong; 
second  anal  spine  very  long,  reaching  beyond  tips  of  last  rays;  pectoral 
short;  caudal  truncate.  Color  metallic  grayish-golden,  silvery  below, 
with  indistinct  lengthwise  streaks  and  hands;  fins  dusky.*  Length  one 
foot.  West  Indies,  south  to  Brazil ; not  very  common,  (ramosus,  branched, 
the  soft  rays  of  the  veiitrals  being  much  branched.) 

Pristipoma  ramosum,  Poet,  Memorias,  ii,  186,  1860,  Havana. 

Pristipoma  boucardi,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Xotizen,  ix,  1,  1869,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Pomadasis  raynosus,  Jordan  &.  Fesler,  1.  c.,  494. 

546.  ORTHOPRISTIS,  Girard. 

(PiGFISHES.) 

Orthopristis,  Girard,  U.  S.  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  Zool.,  Fishes,  15,  1859  {duplex— chry sop- 
terns). 

Pristocantharus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  256  (cantharinns). 

Evapristis,  Jordan  A Ev'Ermann,  Check-List,  388,  1896  (lethopristis). 

Body  moderately  elongate,  compressed,  the  hack  arched;  head  com- 
jiressed,  the  snout  usually  long;  mouth  rather  small.  Enlaced  low;  teeth 
in  jaws  in  villiform  hands,  the  outer  teeth  above  somewhat  enlarged;  eye 
moderate;  E>reoEiercle  with  its  vertical  limb  straight,  finely  serrate  or 
entire ; gill  rakers  rather  long  and  slender ; dorsal  SEiines  rather  slender,  12 
or  13  in  number,  the  fin  usually  not  much  notched;  soft  dorsal  long  and  low, 
usually  with  15  or  16  rays,  the  membranes  usually  naked  ; anal  spines  small ; 
caudal  lunate.  Scales  rather  small,  those  above  lateral  line  arranged  in 
series  not  E’arallel  with  it;  usually  no  smaller  accessory  scales  at  base  of 
the  larger  ones.  This  genus  contains  a considerable  number  of  SEiecies 
differing  from  Pomadasis  in  the  long  anal  fin,  the  smaller  scales,  and  in  the 
less  development  of  the  dorsal  spines.  Nearly  all  the  SEiecies  are  Ameri- 

* Of  this  species  we  have  examined  a specimen  6 inches  long  (418,  M.  C.  Z.)  from  Haiti. 
A number  of  specimens  in  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology  agree  with  this  one, 
except  That  the  anal  spine  is  shorter,  2 in  head;  they  are  10615,  M.  C.  Z.,  Sao  Matheos,  the 
largest  a foot  in  length,  and  2421,  M.  C.  Z.,  from  iho  Una.  Pristipoma  &o?;cordi.  Stein- 
dachner seems  to  us  identical  with  the  specimen  from  Haiti.  It  is  probable  that  this  is 
the  same  as  P.  ramosus  Poey,  but  the  description  of  Poey  is  not  very  full. 
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can.  straight;  Ttpi6ri<;,  used  for  a saw,  in  reference  to 

the  straight,  evenly  serrated  preopercle.) 

ORTHOPRISTIS; 

a.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless ; preopercle  more  or  less  serrate  behind;  mouth  small; 
temporal  crest,  which  arises  from  behind  the  eye,  very  low  and  inconspicuous, 
the  upper  edge  below  base  of  the  high  supraoccipital  crest,  which  originates  over 
the  pupil. 

b.  Scales  small,  in  80  to  95  series;  color  plain,  depth  3 in  length;  pectorals  IJ  in 
head;  preorbilal  rather  broad,  3f  in  head;  second  anal  spine  as  long  as  third, 
3*  in  head.  forbesi,  1707. 

bb.  Scales  larger,  in  55  to  65  oblique  series;  preorbital  broad,  less  than  5 in  head; 
second  anal  spine  about  as  stout  as  third,  more  than  3 in  head,  not  as  long 
as  first  ray ; scales  small ; anterior  profile  not  concave, 

c.  Anal  III,  10  or  11 ; snout  short  and  sharp,  more  than  3 in  head ; ej'e  large, 
about  4 in  head.  Form  and  general  appearance  of  O.  chryso2)tcruis; 
body  oblong,  compressed,  the  back  elevated,  the  profile  steep  and 
nearly  straight,  conve.v  at  the  nape;  preopercle  finely  and  sharply 
serrate;  teeth  small,  outer  above  a little  enlarged. 

d.  Jaws  unequal,  the  lower  included;  soft  dorsal  with  15  rays;  .scales 
8-52-15;  pectoral  short,  If  in  head;  each  scale  with  a bronze  spot. 

REDDINGI,  1708. 

dd.  Jaws  subecpial ; soft  dorsal  15  or  16 ; scales  small,  9-58-18;  gillj-akers 
very  short  and  small,  x \ 12;  pectoral  falcate,  long,  equal  to 
head;  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  eye.  Outline  of  dorsal 
straight;  spines  low  and  slender;  anal  spines  graduated;  caudal 
moderately  forked,  upper  lobe  the  longer.  Color  pale  gray ; pale 
chalky-bluish  streaks  along  the  edges  of  the  rows  of  .scales;  a 
pale  streak  below  base  of  dorsal;  fins  rather  pale,  the  .soft  dorsal 
mottled  with  darker.  chalceus,  1709. 

cc.  Anal  III,  12  or  13;  snout  long  and  sharp,  less  than  3 in  head;  Jaws 
equal ; maxillary  not  reaching  to  eye ; preoi)ercle  very  .slightly  .serrate 
above,  the  serra*-  blunt,  obsolete  below ; gill  rakers  short  and  slender, 
a;-fl2;  scales  small;  the  crown,  cheeks  and  pieces  of  the  gill  cover 
covered  with  small  scales ; snout  in  advanceof  the  nostrils ; suborbitals 
and  lower  jaw  naked;  dorsal  and  anal  spines  inclosed  in  a deep  scaly 
sheath.  Outline  of  dorsal  slightly  notched;  anal  rather  high;  pec- 
toral shortish ; caudal  well  forked. 

e.  Second  anal  spine  shorter  than  third,  more  than  5 times  in  head. 

/.  Body  ovate  elliptical,  much  elevated  at  shoulders,  depth  less 
than  3 in  body ; scales  comparatively  small,  10-60-19 ; rays  of 
soft  dorsal  16.  Color  metallic  brownish-olive  above,  changing 
to  yellowi.sh  on  belly ; indistinct  golden  streaks  along  rows 
of  scales;  yellowish  and  bluish  blotches  on  fin  membranes. 

CHRYSOPTERUS,  1710. 

ff.  Body  elongate-elliptical,  slightlj'  elevated  at  shoulders;  depth 
34  in  body;  scales  comparatively  large,  8-00-16;  dorsal  rays 
15.  Color  metallic  grayish-bine  above,  yellowish  below; 
faint  lighter  streaks  following  the  rows  of  scales;  blotches 
on  the  fin  membranes.  poeyi,  1711. 

ee.  Second  anal  spine  about  as  long  as  third,  less  thai  5 times  in  head; 
mouth  small,  maxillary  4 in  head;  snout  short,  2J  in  head; 
spinous  dorsal  high,  2|  in  head.  Body  oblong,  the  back  elevated ; 
the  profile  convex  at  the  nape,  depressed  above  eye,  thence  per- 
fectly straight  to  the  tip  of  snout.  Color  brownish-gray  above, 
.soiled  silvery  below ; upper  parts  with  8 diffuse  cross  bands  as 
wide  as  the  interspaces,  extending  to  below  middle  of  sides; 
membrane  of  opercle  daik,  some  dark  streaks  following  rows  of 
scales;  dorsal  with  some  dull  orange  and  some  pale  round 
spots.  CANTHABINUS,  1712. 
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Evapeistis  (cu,  well;  a,  without,  jipC<TTri<;,  saw): 
aa.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  a row  of  small  scales  on  the  membrane  behind  each  ray. 

Preopercle  entire;  preorhital  broad,  4J  in  head;  mouth  rather  large. 
g.  Eody  rather  elongate,  in  form  intermediate  between  brevipinnis  and  chalceus; 
back  elevated  and  compressed,  especially  anteriorly;  profile  regularly 
rounded;  maxillary  not  reaching  to  opposite  front  of  eye;  gill  rakers 
moderate,  a:+14;  snout  long,  moderately  sharp;  jaws  subequal;  scales 
large;  some  series  of  scales  on  soft  dorsal  and  anal,  a row  close  behind  each 
ray.  Dorsal  fin  rather  deeply  notched;  spines  low  and  slender;  anal 
spines  graduated;  pectoral  falcate,  rather  long;  caudal  deeply  forked 
('olor  dark  gray,  not  silvery;  center  of  each  scale  dark,  these  spots  form- 
ing continuous  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales;  those  below  the  lateral 
line  rather  less  distinct;  fins  rather  dark;  opercular  membrane  and  axil 
dusky.  LETHOPRISTIS,  1713. 


Subgenus  ORTHOPRISTIS,  Girard. 

. 1707.  ORTHOPRISTIS  FORBESI,  Jordan  Starks. 

HeadSJ;  depths.  D.  XII  or  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  9-80  to  85-20; 
snout  2^;  maxillary  3^^;  orbit  4|;  longest  dorsal  spine  24;  second  anal 
spine  3^;  pectoral  1^;  ventrals  If;  upper  caudal  lobe  If.  Body  oblong, 
compressed,  the  profile  gently  curved  to  dorsal.  Head  moderate,  the  jaws 
subequal;  teeth  small,  the  outer  a little  enlarged;  maxillary  extending  to 
the  vertical  from  posterior  nostril;  chin  with  median  pit;  interorbital 
convex,  its  width  about  equal  to  orbit ; vertical  limb  of  preopercle  slightly 
convex,  bnely  serrated;  gill  rakers  short,  about  8 -{-14  = 22;  preorbital 
moderate,  3f  in  bead,  3 in  its  least  width.  Snout,  maxillary,  and  lower 
jaw  naked;  scales  on  bead  small  and  crowded.  Dorsal  low,  the  longest 
ray  about  If  in  the  longest  spine;  second  anal  spine  not  longer  than  third, 
but  slightly  stouter,  about  half  as  long  as  longest  ray;  i^ectorals  moder- 
ate, reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals,  but  not  to  vent ; upper  lobe  of  caudal 
the  longer;  second  anal  spine  moderate,  about  as  long  as  third.  Color  in 
spirits,  dark  brown  above  with  bluish  reflections;  all  fins  dusky  except 
pectorals;  caudal  edged  with  light;  membrane  of  opercle  dark;  i)reoper- 
cle  with  some  dark  spots.  Described  from  two  specimens,  each  about  a 
foot  long,  from  Albemarle  Island,  one  of  the  Galapagos.  (Named  for  Dr. 
Stephen  Alfred  Forbes,  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  in  recognition  of  his 
work  on  the  Fercido’.) 

Orthopristis  forhesi,  Jordan  & Starks,  in  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896  (1897),  443, 

Albemarle  Island,  Galapagos  Archipelago.  (Type,  No.  47574,  U.  S.  N.  M.  Coll. 

Albatross.) 


1708.  ORTHOPRISTIS  REDDIXOI,  Jordan  & Richardson. 

Head  3f ; depth  3.  D.  XII,  15;  A.  HI,  10;  scales  8-52-15,  53  pores.  Eye 
4f  in  head;  maxillary  3f;  preorbital  4f  in  snout;  pectoral  If  in  head; 
longest  dorsal  spine  2|;  longest  soft  ray3|;  second  anal  spine  4f;  ven- 
tral If;  upper  caudal  lobe  If;  base  of  soft  dorsal  in  spinous  If.  Body 
oblong,  the  back  not  much  elevated;  the  anterior  profile  straightish, 
slightly  depressed  above  the  eye;  mouth  small,  low,  the  maxillary  reach- 
ing to  opposite  the  nostril;  teeth  subequal,  in  broad  bands;  lower  jaw 
included;  nostrils  both  oblong,  the  anterior  the  larger;  ejx  rather  large, 
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about  as  wide  as  the  broad  preorbital ; preopercle  very  finely  serrated  on 
its  posterior  margin  only,  the  serrations  very  weak ; gill  rakers  short  and 
small,  about  12;  scales  moderate,  the  rows  above  lateral  line  very  oblique, 
those  below  nearly  horizontal,  the  series  from  the  scapular  scale  reaching 
middle  of  siiinous  dorsal.  Spinous  dorsal  moderate,  not  deeply  notched, 
the  median  spines  injured  in  youth  in  the  type  specimen;  soft  dorsal  low, 
free  from  scales;  anal  spines  low,  the  second  a little  longer  than  third; 
soft  rays  scaleless;  caudal  lunate,  the  lobes  unequal,  the  upper  longer 
than  lower,  which  is  more  obtuse;  ventrals  rather  long,  inserted  just 
behind  axil  of  pectoral;  pectoral  rather  short,  not  quite  reaching  tips  of 
ventrals.  Color  pearly  gray,  darker  above;  each  scale  of  back  and  sides 
with  a bright  bronze  spot  behind  its  center,  these  forming  nearly  contin- 
uous streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales,  running  upward  and  backward 
anteriorly  and  nearly  horizontally  on  sides,  where  they  are  more  or  less 
interrupted  or  transposed;  head  plain  gray;  dorsal  with  some  streaks  and 
clouds;  outer  fins  plain;  ventrals  somewhat  dusky.  Gulf  of  California; 
one  specimen  8f  inches  long  from  La  Paz.  This  species  is  very  closely 
allied  to  the  Brazilian  species,  Ortliopristis  ruber  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes), 
but  has  the  body  a little  more  slender  and  the  head  larger.  (Named  in 
honor  of  Hon.  Benjamin  B.  Bedding,  iirst  fish  commissioner  of  California, 
a man  deeply  interested  in  scientific  research,  to  whom  Mr.  Richardson 
has  been  indebted  for  many  favors  in  his  former  capacity  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  California  Fish  Hatching  Station  at  Sisson.) 

Ortliopristis  reddingi,  Jordan  «fc  Richardson  in  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc. 

Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  509,  pi.  41,  La  Paz,  California.  (Type,  No.  3458,  L.  S.  Jr.  TJniv.  Mus. 

Coll.  Hopkins  expedition  to  Mazatlan.) 

1709.  ORTIIOPRISTIS  t'lIALCKL'S  (Giinther). 

Head  .3^;  depth  2^.  D.  XII  or  XIII,  15  or  16;  A.  Ill,  10  or  11;  scales 
9-58-18;  maxillary  3i^;  eye  4|  in  head;  preorbital  ; i)ectoral  1^;  snout  2|; 
spinous  dorsal  2^;  second  anal  spine  4 ; longest  anal  ray  2|;  base  soft  dorsal 
in  spinous  1^.  Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  profile  steep  and  straight,  con- 
vex at  najie.  Jaws  subequal ; teeth  small,  the  outer  above  a little  enlarged ; 
preopercle  finely  and  sharply  serrate ; gill  rakers  very  short  and  small, 
7-|-12;  pectoral  falcate,  shorter  than  head;  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  to 
eye.  Outline  of  dorsal  straight,  no  notch;  spines  low  and  slender;  soft 
dorsal  low  and  equal;  anal  rather  higher  and  shorter,  the  spines  gradu- 
ated, edge  of  fin  convex;  caudal  moderately  forked,  the  upper  lobe 
longer.  Color  paler  than  in  related  species;  pale  chalky  bluish  streaks 
along  the  edges  of  the  rows  of  scales;  a pale  .streak  below  base  of  dorsal; 
fins  rather  pale,  the  soft  dorsal  mottled  with  darker;  young  specimens 
with  the  l)ody  crossed  by  broad  diffuse  dusky  cross  bauds.  Length  18 
inches.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  not  uncommon,  from  Cape  San 
Lucas  to  the  Galapagos;  specimens  examined  by  us  from  Mazatlan,  Pan- 
ama, the  Gulf  of  California,  and  Chatham,  Charles,  and  Albermarle  islands, 
in  the  Galapagos,  (chalceus,  brassy.) 

3030 7 
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Pristipoma  chalceum,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.  1864,  146,  Panama. 

Pristipoma  kneri,  Steindachner,  IcMli.  Notizen,  viii,  3,  1869,  Mazatlan. 

Orthopristis  chalceus,  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891,  149;  Jordan  & 
Fesler,  i.  c.,499;  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  463,  1895. 

1710.  ORTHOPRISTIS  CHRYSOPTERUS  (Linnieus). 

(PiGFiSH;  Sailor’s  Choice;  Hogfish.) 

Head  3^;  depth  2f.  D.  XII  or  XIII,  16;  A.  Ill,  12  or  13;  scales  10-60-19; 
maxillary  3i ; eye 5 in  head;  preorhital  3| ; pectoral  11;  snout  2|;  highest 
dorsal  sjiine  2|;  second  anal  spine  51;  longest  anal  ray  3;  base  soft  dorsal 
in  spinous  1^.  Body  ovate-elliptical,  somewhat  elevated  at  shoulders,  con- 
siderably compressed.  Snout  long  and  sharp,  jaws  equal,  each  with  a 
narrow  hand  of  slender  teeth,  the  outer  above  a little  larger;  maxillary 
not  reaching  to  eye;  preopercle  very  slightly  serrate  above,  the  serra3 
blunt,  obsolete  below;  gill  rakers  short  and  slender,  7 -{-12.  The  crown, 
cheeks,  and  pieces  of  the  gill  cover  covered  with  small  scales;  snout  in 
advance  of  the  nostrils,  suhorhitals,  and  lower  jaw  naked;  dorsal  and 
anal  spines  inclosed  in  a deep  scaly  sheath,  the  soft  rays  naked.  Outline 
of  dorsal  very  slightly  notched;  anal  rather  high,  second  anal  spine 
shorter  than  third;  pectoral  shortish,  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals; 
caudal  well  forked,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer.  Pyloric  cceca  6.  Color  in 
life,  light  blue  above,  shading  gradually  into  silvery  below;  preorhital 
and  snout  of  a clear  sky-blue;  a dash  of  blue  on  each  side  of  upper  lip;’ 
each  scale  on  body  with  a blue  center,  the  edge  with  a bronze  spot,  these 
forming  on  hack  and  sides  very  distinct  orange-brown  stripes  along  the 
rows  of  scales,  those  above  the  lateral  line  extending  obliquely  upward 
and  backward,  those  below  being  nearly  horizontal;  snout  with  bronze 
spots;  1 or  2 cross  lines  connecting  front  of  orbits;  2 or  3 oblique  lines  on 
preorbital,  besides  numerous  bronze  spots  larger  than  those  on  the  body ; 
preorbital  also  with  dusky  shades,  one  of  which  extends  on  upper  lip; 
cheeks  and  opercles  with  distinct  bronze  spots,  larger  than  those  on 
body;  inside  of  mouth  pale;  inside  of  gill  cavity  tinged  with  golden; 
dorsal  translucent,  with  about  3 bronze  longitudinal  shades,  composed  of 
spots,  those  of  soft  dorsal  most  distinctly  spot-like;  edge  of  fin  dusky; 
caudal  plain,  yellowish  at  base,  dusky  toward  the  tip ; anal  whitish,  its 
edge  dusky,  its  base  shaded  with  bronze;  pectorals  and  ventrals  yellow- 
ish, the  latter  darker  at  tip.  Fresh  siiecimens  show  no  trace  of  vertical 
bands.  In  examples  preserved  in  alcohol  the  yellowish  and  blue  mark- 
ings gradually  disapjiear  and  dark  cross  shades  become  apparent.  A 
specimen  5 years  in  alcohol  show^s  the  following  coloration : Silver-gray, 
with  faint  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales;  a distinct  narrow  dusky  band 
from  front  of  spinous  dorsal  through  base  of  pectorals;  behind  this  7 or  8 
cloudy,  obscure  bands,  alternately  broad  and  narrow;  a horizontal  dusky 
shade  behind  eye;  spinous  dorsal  with  a faint  medium  pale  shade;  soft 
dorsal  with  3 rows  of  faint  spots ; other  fins  nearly  plain.  Length  12  to  15 
inches.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United  States;  a common 
and  valued  food-fish,  abundant  along  the  sandy  shores  of  the  eastern 
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United  States  from  Long  Island  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
gold;  Ttrepov,  fin.) 

Perea  chrysoptera,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xii,  485,  1766,  Charleston. 

Labrun  fulvomaciilatus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  N.  Y.  1814,  406,  New  York. 
rristipoma  fasciatum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  285,  1830,  New 
York;  young. 

Orthopristis  duplex,  Girard,  H.  3.  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  Zooi.,  Fishes,  15,  pi.  9,  figs.  1 to  4, 
1859,  Indianola  and  Brazos  Santiago,  Texas.  (Coll.  Clark  and  Wiirdemann.) 
Pristipoma  fulvomactdatinn , Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  301. 

Orthopristis  chrysopterus^  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  499. 

1711.  ORTHOPRISTIS  POEYI,  Scudder. 

Head  3f ; depth  3^.  D.  XII,  15;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  8-60-16;  maxillary 
3|  ip  h^ad;  eye  5;  preorbital  3f;  pectoral  1^;  snout  2^;  spinous  dorsal  3; 
second  anal  spine  5|;  longest  anal  ray  3;  base  soft  dorsal  in  spinous  1|. 
Body  elongate-elliptical,  slightly  elevated  at  shoulders,  rather  more 
slender  than  in  O.  chrysojyterus;  scales  comparatively  large.  Color  metallic- 
grayish  blue  above,  yellowish  below;  faint  lighter  streaks  following  the 
rows  of  scales;  blotches  on  fin  membranes.  West  Indies;  not  rare  at 
Havana;  not  seen  elsewhere.  The  species  is  very  close  to  Orthopristis 
chrysopierits,  hut  the  body  is  more  slender  and  the  scales  are  rather  larger. 
(Named  for  Professor  Felipe  Poey,  for  many  years  the  naturalist  of  the 
University  of  Havana.) 

Orthopristis  poeyi  (ScuDUER  MS.)  PoEV,  Synopsis,  312,  1868,  Havana. 

Orthopristis  poey i,  Jordan  &.  Fesler,  1.  c.,500. 

1712.  ORTHOPRISTIS  (’AXTH.VRIM'S  (Jenyns). 

Head  3f ; depth  2^.  D.  XII  or  XIII,  15  or  16;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  9^60-18; 
maxillary  4 in  head;  eye  4f;  preorhital4;  pectoral  1;  snout  2|;  spinous 
dorsal  2^;  second  anal  spine  4;  longest  anal  ray  24;  base  soft  dorsal  in 
spinous  1|^.  Body  oblong,  the  hack  elevated,  less  so  than  in  0.  chalceus, 
the  profile  convex  at  the  nape,  de])ressed  above  eye,  thence  perfectly 
straight  to  tip  of  snout.  Jaws  equal,  each  with  a narrow  hand  of  slender 
teeth,  the  outer  above  slightly  enlarged;  snout  rather  short,  sharj) ; eye 
small;  preorbital  broad;  maxillary  not  reaching  to  eye;  preopercle  very 
slightly  serrate  above,  the  serrie  blunt,  obsolete  below;  gill  rakers  short 
and  slender,  j[:-|-12.  Scales  small;  the  crown,  cheeks,  and  pieces  of  the 
gill  cover  covered  with  small  scales;  snout  in  advance  of  the  nostrils; 
suborhitals  and  lower  jaw  naked;  dorsal  and  anal  spines  inclosed  in  a 
deep  scaly  sheath.  Outline  of  dorsal  slightly  notched ; anal  rather  high ; 
pectoral  shortish;  caudal  well  forked;  second  anal  spine  about  as  long  as 
third.  Color  brownish-grayish  above,  soiled  silvery  below;  upper  parts 
with  eight  ditfuse  crossbands,  as  wide  as  the  inter  spaces,  extending  to 
below  middle  of  sides;  membrane  of  opercle  dark,  some  dark  streaks  fol- 
lowing rows  of  scales;  dorsal  with  some  dull  orauge  and  some  pale  round 
spots,  as  in  Orthopristis  chrysopterus.  Length,  a foot.  Galapagos  Islands. 
The  above  description  from  two  examples,  each  about  a foot  long  (4648, 
M.  C.  Z. ),  from  the  Galapagos  Islands.  The  scanty  description  of  Hwmulon 
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modestum,  said  to  be  rare  on  the  whole  coast  of  Peru,  seems  to  belong  to 
this  species.  (From  Cantharus  (=  Spondylisoma),  a genus  of  sparoid  fishes, 
which  this  species  remotely  resembles.) 

Pristipoma  cantharinum,  Jenyns,  Voyage  Beagle,  Fishes,  49,  1842,  Galapagos  Islands. 
(Coll.  Charles  Darwin.) 

* Ilcemtdon  modestum,  Tschudi,  Fauna  Peruana,  11,  1844,  Peru. 

Orthopristis  cantharinus,  Jordan  & Feslek,  1.  c.,  500. 

Subgenus  EVAPRISTIS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

1713.  ORTHOPRISTIS  LETHOPRISTIS,  Jordan  & Fesler. 

Head  31 ; depth  3.  D.  XII,  14 ; A.  Ill,  11 ; scales  8-65-15 ; maxillary  3 in 
head;  ej'e  4|;  preorbital  3f ; pectoral  li\- ; snout  2i;  spinous  dorsal  21 ; 
second  anal  spine  61;  longest  anal  ray  31;  base  soft  dorsal  in  spinous  1^. 
Body  rather  elongate,  in  form  intermediate  between  Isaciella  hrevijnnnis 
and  0.  chalceus;  back  elevated  and  compressed,  especially  anteriorly, 
profile  regularly  rounded;  mouth  larger  than  in  any  other  species  of 
Orthopristis;  maxillary  shorter  than  snout;  jaws  subequal;  teeth  small, 
the  outer  above  longer,  slender  and  close  set;  maxillary  not  reaching  to 
opposite  fron  t of  eye ; gill  rakers  of  moderate  length,  a little  shorter  than 
pupil,  X+ll;  snout  long,  moderately  sharp;  eye  moderate;  preorbital 
broad;  preopercle  strictly  entire;  series  of  scales  on  soft  dorsal  and  anal, 
a row  close  behind  each  ray,  as  in  Isaciella;  scales  of  body  without  acces- 
sory scales.  Dorsal  fin  rather  deeply  notched,  spines  low  and  slender; 
soft  dorsal  low,  highest  toward  the  front ; anal  long  and  rather  low,  with 
straight  free  border ; anal  spines  graduated,  the  third  scarcely  half  height 
of  first  ray;  pectoral  falcate,  rather  long;  caudal  deeply  forked.  Color 
dark  gray,  not  silvery;  center  of  each  scale  dark,  these  spots  forming  con- 
tinuous streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales,  those  below  the  lateral  line  rather 
less  distinct ; fins  rather  dark ; opercular  membrane  and  axil  dusky.  Gala- 
pagos Archipelago;  known  only  from  the  original  type  (26947,  M.  C.  Z.), 
15  inches  long,  from  the  Galapagos  Islands.  {Xr/0o;iai,  to  forget;  7tpidrt<;, 
used  for  Ttpidrpi,  a saw;  in  reference  to  the  entire  preopercle.) 

Orthopristis  lethojnistis,  Jordan  & Fesler,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1889,  36,  Galapagos 
Islands;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  500. 

547.  ISACIELLA,  Jordan  & Fesler. 

Isaciella,  Jordan  & Fesler,  Review  of  the  Sparoid  Fishes  of  America  and  Europe,  497, 
1893  (brevijnnnis) . 

This  genus  is  close  to  Orthopristis,  from  which  it  differs  chiefly  in  the 
presence  of  small  accessory  scales  at  the  base  of  the  scales  of  the  body. 
The  form  is  somewhat  peculiar,  approaching  that  of  Microlepidotus ; the 
fins  are  very  low  and  the  soft  dorsal  and  anal  are  scaly.  One  species 
known.  (Diminutive  of  Tsacia,  a related  genus  which  has  no  groove  at 
the  chin;  Isacia  is  from  the  Japanese  name  Isaki.) 


*Head  3|  in  total;  depth  4.  D.  XIII,  16;  A.  Ill,  13;  maxillary  not  quite  reaching  eye; 
second  anal  spine  longer  and  thicker  than  third.  Blackish  gray,  paler  below.  Entire 
coast  of  Peru.  Scarce.  Length  11  inches.  (Tschudi.) 
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1714.  ISACIELLA  BREVIPINNIS  (Steindachner). 

Head  3f ; depth  3.  D.  XIII,  16 ; A.  Ill,  12  or  13 ; scales  10-65-20  j maxillary 
3^  in  head;  eye  preorhital  6|^ ; pectoral  1;  snout  3^;  spinous  dorsal 

; second  anal  spine  5^ ; longest  anal  ray  3f ; base  of  soft  dorsal  in  base  of 
spinous  dorsal  1^.  Preopercle  weakly  serrate ; i)reorbital  very  narrow,  6^ 
in  head ; mouth  small,  maxillary  longer  than  snout.  Body  rather  fusiform, 
somewhat  compressed,  the  hack  elevated,  anterior  profile  steep,  convex; 
mouth  with  narrow  hands  of  hrush-like  teeth,  the  outer  above  slender^ 
close  set  and  a little  enlarged;  maxillary  reaching  to  anterior  edge  of  eye; 
gill  rakers  short  and  slender,  £c  -f- 16 ; snout  short,  blunt ; eye  large ; lower 
jaw  included.  Scales  small,  extending  from  preorbital  to  fork  of  caudal, 
covering  bases  of  pectorals,  ventrals,  soft  dorsal,  and  anal ; base  of  each 
scale  at  base  of  trunk  and  posterior  part  of  head  covered  with  minute 
accessory  scales;  a series  of  small  scales  on  the  membrane  behind  each 
ray;  dorsal  and  anal  fins  in  a low  scaly  sheath;  dorsal  fin  slightly 
notched,  last  spine  in  first  soft  ray;  spinous  dorsal  low,  spines  slender; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  very  low,  third  anal  spine  longest;  pectoral  sharp, 
falcate,  as  long  as  head;  caudal  long,  deeply  forked.  Color  light  bluish- 
gray,  with  brownish-gray  stripes  following  the  rows  of  scales.  Pacific 
coast  of  Mexico ; rather  rare.  This  species  and  the  preceding  form  a transi- 
tion from  Microlepidotns  to  typical  Orthoprisiis.  {brevis,  short;  pinna,  fin, 
from  the  low  dorsal  and  anal.) 

Pristipoma  brevipinne,  Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Notizen,  vm,  10, 1869,Mazatlan. 

Orthopristis  hrevipinnis^  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  500;  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  463,  1895. 

548.  MICROLEPIDOTUS,  Gill. 

Microlepidotns,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  256  (inornatus). 

This  genus  is  near  Orthopristis,  differing  chiefly  in  the  elongate  form, 
very  small  scales,  increased  number  (14)  of  dorsal  spines,  and  deeply 
notched  fins,  the  dorsal  and  anal  being  scaleless.  The  skull  is  very  broad 
and  rounded,  the  interorbital  width  greater  than  length  of  snout;  the 
temporal  crest  rises  above  the  pupil  and  is  high,  more  than  half  the 
height  of  the  supraoccipital  crest,  which  rises  above  front  of  pupil.  One 
species  known,  (/^^%/^og,  small;  scaled). 

1716.  MICROLEPIDOTUS  INORNATUS,  Gill. 

(JOPATON.) 

Head  3\ ; depth  3i.  D.  XIV,  15 ; A.  Ill,  12 ; scales  9-80-20 ; maxillary  3i 
in  head;  eye  4f ; preorbital  7i;  pectoral  li\, ; snout  3^;  spinous  dorsal  2^; 
second  anal  spine  6;  longest  anal  ray  3f ; base  soft  dorsal  in  spinous  1^. 
Body  elliptical  elongate,  slightly  compressed,  the  back  moderately  elevated, 
profile  convex  from  nape  to  snout;  mouth  large,  with  numerous  bristly 
teeth,  curved  inward,  larger  in  front;  maxillary  reaching  to  anterior  edge 
of  eye;  interorbital  space  very  broad ; preorbital  very  narrow ; jaws  sube- 
qual; preopercle  sharply  serrate ; gill  rakers  short,  8 -j- 17 ; snout  bluutish, 
equal  to  maxillary ; eye  very  large.  Scales  very  small,  extending  from 
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nostril  to  fork  of  caudal,  covering  base  of  pectoral  and  ventrals;  dorsal 
and  anal  fins  included  in  a deep,  scaly  sheath  which  runs  out  to  the  tips 
of  last  rays ; scales  on  dorsal  and  anal  rays  only  visible  by  the  aid  of  a 
lens;  scales  of  body  without  accessory  scales.  Dorsal  fin  deeply  notched, 
last  spine  1|  in  first  ray;  spinous  dorsal  high,  spines  slender;  soft  dorsal 
very  low  and  long;  anal  slightly  higher  than  soft  dorsal,  second  spine 
longest;  pectoral  sharp,  falcate;  caudal  sharp.  Color  bluish-gray,  with 
lighter  longitudinal  streaks  of  bright  bronze;  upper  fins  with  golden; 
caudal  partly  dusky;  preorbital  with  vertically  oblong  spots.  Length  18 
inches.  Gulf  of  California,  rather  rare,  about  rocky  islands;  specimens 
examined  by  us  from  Cape  San  Lucas,  Guaymas,  La  Paz,  and  Mazatlan. 
(inornatus,  not  adorned.) 

Microlepidotus  inornatus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  256,  Cape  San  Lucas 
(Coll.  Xautus) ; Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  463,  1805. 

Orthopristis  inornatus,  Evermann  & JENKINS,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891,  148;  Jordan  & 
Fesler,  1.  c.,  501. 


549.  GENYATREMUS,  Gill. 

Genyatrernus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  256  (cavifrons). 

This  genus  resembles  Anisotremus  in  most  external  respects,  but  there  is 
no  central  pore  or  groove  at  the  chin.  In  this  respect  it  agrees  with 
Plectorhynclms,  Parapristipoma,  and  Isacia,  groups  not  represented  within 
our  limits;  the  species  without  this  groove  belonging  chiefly  to  the  Old 
World.  One  species  known,  a robust  fish  with  strong  spines  and  a convex 
profile;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless,  chin;  d, privative;  rptjpa, 

aperture.) 

1716.  GENYATREMUS  LUTEUS  (Bloch). 

Head  3| ; depth  2i.  D.  XIII,  12 ; A.  Ill,  11 ; scales  11-52-19.  Body  ovate, 
compressed,  the  back  much  elevated,  the  depth  a little  less  than  half  body  ; 
anterior  profile  evenly  convex  at  nape,  gradually  becoming  concave  to 
front  of  eye,  where  it  rapidly  descends  straightish  to  point  of  snout; 
interorbital  area  flat,  about  equal  to  eye;  occipital  crest  arising  opposite 
middle  of  pupil,  its  base  rising  on  the  highly  arched  frontals  considerably 
above  top  of  the  low  temporal  crest.  Head  small;  snout  blunt  and  short; 
mouth  moderate,  the  maxillary  reaching  past  anterior  edge  of  orbit;  ante- 
rior nostril  oblong,  much  larger  than  posterior;  preorbital  very  narrow, 
about  i as  wide  as  eye;  eye  large,  3 in  head;  preopercle  strongly  serrate 
on  angle,  the  serrse  gradually  becoming  weaker  on  both  limbs ; gill  rakers 
weak,  about  7 below  angle,  besides  rudiments.  Dorsal  fin  high,  the  fifth 
spine  longest,  the  last  spine  slightly  longer  than  the  preceding  one  and 
about  I as  long  as  the  first  raj^;  anal  fin  lower  than  soft  dorsal,  the  second 
spine  longer  and  stronger  than  third;  pectorals  short;  caudal  subtruncate. 
Scales  small,  not  parallel  with  lateral  line,  arranged  obliqmdy  above  and 
horizontally  below,  largest  below  the  lateral  line;  vertical  fins  scaleless; 
scapular  scale  very  evident,  about  three  times  as  long  as  broad;  lateral 
line  not  following  outline  of  back,  wavy  below  the  soft  dorsal.  Color  in 
spirits  uniform  golden,  wdth  numerous  longitudinal  stripes  of  a brighter 
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color  following  the  rowB  of  scales  below  the  lateral  line.  Lesser  Antilles 
to  Brazil;  not  rare  on  sandy  coasts.  It  has  not  been  found  in  Cuba. 
(hi tens,  yellow.) 

Lutiamis  luteus,  Bloch,  Ichthyologia,  pi.  247,  1793,  Martinique;  on  a drawing  by 
Plumier. 

Grammistes  hepatus,  Bloch  &.  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  187,  1801;  after  Bloch. 
Diagramma  cavifrons,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hisc.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  290,  pi.  123,  1830, 
Rio  Janeiro. 

? Pristipoma  serrnla,  Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  272,  Martinique. 

? Pristipoma  auratum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  272,  Martinique. 
Genyatreiiius  luteus,  Jordan  & Feslkr,  l.c.,  504. 

Family  CLI.  SPARID.F. 

(The  Pokgies.) 

Body  oblong,  or  more  or  less  elevated,  covered  with  rather  large,  adher- 
ent scales,  which  are  never  truly  ctenoid.  Lateral  line  well  developed, 
concurrent  with  the  back,  not  extending  on  caudal  lin.  Head  large,  the 
crests  on  the  skull  usually  largely  developed.  No  suborbital  stay.  Mouth 
small,  terminal,  low,  and  horizontal.  Premaxillaries  little  protractile; 
maxillary  short,  peculiar  in  form  and  in  articulation,  without  supple- 
mental bone,  for  most  of  its  length  slipping  under  the  edge  of  the  preor- 
bital, which  forms  a more  or  less  distinct  sheath ; preorbital  usually  broad ; 
teeth  strong,  those  in  front  of  jaws  conical,  incisior-like  or  molar;  lateral 
teeth  of  jaws  always  blunt  and  molar;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines; 
posterior  nostril  largest,  usually  more  or  less  oblong  or  slit-like;  lower 
pharyngeals  separate;  gills  4,  a large  slit  behind  the  fourth;  pseudo- 
branchi®  large;  gill  rakers  moderate;  gill  membranes  separate,  free  from 
the  isthmus;  preopercle  entire  or  serrulate ; opercle  without  spines;  sides 
of  head  usually  scaly;  dorsal  fin  single,  continuous,  or  deeply  notched, 
the  spines  usually  strong,  depressible  in  a groove;  spines  heteracanthous, 
that  is,  alternating,  the  one  stronger  on  the  right  side,  the  other  on  the 
left,  the  spines  10  to  13  in  number;  anal  fin  rather  short,  similar  to  the 
soft  dorsal,  and  with  3 spines;  ventral  fins  thoracic,  the  rays  I,  5,  with  a 
more  or  less  distinct  scale-like  appendage  at  base;  caudal  fin  usually  more 
or  less  concave  behind;  air  bladder  present,  usually  simple;  pyloric  cceca 
few;  vertebr®  usually  10 14  = 24;  intestinal  canal  short.  Carnivorous 
shore  fishes  of  the  tropical  seas,  especially  abundant  in  the  Mediterranean, 
Red  Sea,  and  West  Indies.  Genera  about  12,  species  about  90,  most  of 
them  much  valued  as  food.  (S2)arida‘,  Saryina,  and  Vayrina,  Gunther, 
Cat.  Fishes,  i,  437-483.) 

SpARINJE: 

a.  Teeth  in  front  of  jaws  conical  or  incisior-like,  not  molar;  dorsal  fin  continuous;  pos- 
terior nostril  oblong;  preopercle  entire. 

b.  Second  interhajmal  bone  enlarged,  liollowed  anteriorly,  or  pen-shaped,  receiving 
the  posterior  end  of  the  air  bladder  in  its  anterior  groove;  posterior  nostril 
slit-like ; cheeks  scaly. 

c.  Front  teeth  narrow,  compressed,  forming  lanceolate  incisors;  the  first  spine 
bearing  interneural  with  an  antrorse  spine;  temporal  crest  obsolete; 
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lateral  crest  nowhere  coalescing  with  the  snpraoccipital  crest;  inter- 
orbital  area  flattish,  with  two  low  ridges ; a small  foraihen  in  each  of 
these  above  front  of  pupil;  interorbital  area  much  contracted  anteri- 
orly; a strongly  projecting  prefrontal  process,  which  makes  an  acute 
angle  with  the  supraorbital. 

d.  Frontal  hones  partly  porous  and  gibbous;  antrorse  dorsal  spine  at- 
tached directly  to  the  interneural ; (third  dorsal  spine  very  long, 
longer  than  head).  Otrtxter,  550. 

dd.  Frontal  hones  not  gibbous  nor  porous;  antrorse  dorsal  spine  attached 
to  the  interneural  by  a long  process  or  spur;  (third  dorsal  spine 
• about  half  head).  ^ Stenotomus,  551. 

cc.  Front  teeth  conical  or  canine-like ; first  spine-bearing  interneural  without 
antrorse  spine;  temporal  crest  very  thin  and  high,  joining  the  lateral 
crest  which  forms  part  of  the  margin  of  orbit  above  middle  of  eye, 
both  crests  coalescing  with  the  snpraoccipital  in  the  cavernous  anterior 
part  of  the  interorbital  area;  interorbital  area  somewhat  contracted 
anteriorly;  prefrontal  process  very  strong,  making  an  obtuse  angle 
with  the  supraorbital,  this  process  forming  a conspicuous  knob  above 
the  long  posterior  nostril.  Calamus,  552. 

Hb.  Second  interhjemal  spine  normal,  not  “pen-shaped;”  cheeks  scaly. 

e.  Front  teeth  conic,  not  compressed ; no  incisors ; occipital  crest  coalescent 
with  the  temporal  crests ; no  antrorse  spine  on  first  interneural;  dorsal 
spines  usually  11  to  13. 

/.  Anterior  teeth  in  both  jaws  strong,  decidedly  canine-like;  body  more 
or  less  deep  and  compressed.  Spares,  553. 

ee.  Front  teeth  incisor-like ; no  canines. 

£/.  Incisors  broad;  molars  in  2 to  4 series  in  each  jaw. 

7i.  First  spine-bearing  interneural  with  an  antrorse  spine  in  front. 

i.  Snpraoccipital  and  temporal  crests  nowhere  coalescent,  the 

interorbital  area  not  swollen ; frontal  bone  in  the  inter- 
orbital area  thin,  concave  in  transverse  section;  tem- 
poral crest  low,  separated  from  snpraoccipital  crest  by 
a fiattish  area  which  extends  forward  on  each  side  of 
snpraoccipital  crest  and  to  groove  of  premaxillary 
spines.  (Incisors  conspicuously  notched.) 

Lagodon,  554. 

ii.  Snpraoccipital  and  temporal  crests  coalescent  anteriorly, 

both  disappearing  in  the  gibbous  interorbital  area; 
frontal  bone  between  eyes  transversely  convex  and 
more  or  less  honeycombed;  temporal  crest  separated 
from  occipital  crest  by  an  excavated  area  bounded 
anteriorly  by  the  lateral  crest,  which  merges  into  the 
snpraoccipital  above  the  eye.  (Incisors  entire  or  with 
a shallow  notch.)  Archosargus,  555. 

hh.  First  spine-bearing  interneural  without  antrorse  spine  above ; 
skull  essentially  as  in  Archosargus,  the  frontal  bone  more 
cavernous.  Diplodus,  55G. 

550.  OTRYNTER,  Jordan  & Evermami. 

(Deep-Water  Porgies.) 

Otry liter,  Jordan  <fc  Evermaxn,  Check-List,  388, 1896  {caprinus). 

This  genus  is  allied  to  Calamus  and  Stenotomus,  differing  from  the  former 
in  its  incisor-like  front  teeth,  and  from  the  latter  in  the  structure  of  the 
skull.  Temporal  crest  rudimentary,  persisting  in  a swelling  of  the  basal 
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portion  of  the  supraoccipital.  Supraoccipital  crest  making  a sharp  angle 
over  the  eye,  with  a porous,  gibbous  portion  of  the  frontal  bones.  Inter- 
hajmal  spine  having  the  peculiar  structure  seen  in  Calamus.  Antrorse 
spine  before  dorsal  attached  directly  to  the  fourth  interneural,  no  down- 
ward process  being  evident.  One  species,  found  in  rather  deep  water. 
(drpuyr?)/3, one  who  stirs  up  or  whips,  from  orpvvo),  to  stir;  from  the  long 
spine.) 

1717.  OTIITNTER  CAPRIXUS  (Bean). 

Head  3^ ; depth  2.  D.  XII,  12 ; A.  Ill,  12 ; scales  5-50-15.  Body  subovate, 
the  back  anteriorly  much  elevated,  the  depth  about  half  the  length  to  base 
of  caudal;  anterior  profile  steep  and  straightish,  convex  on  nape  and  above 
eye;  temporal  crest  rudimentary,  persisting  in  a swelling  on  the  basal  por- 
tion of  the  supraoccipital  bone ; supraoccii^ital  crest  making  a sharp  angle 
over  eye  with  a porous,  gibbous  portion  of  the  frontal  bones;  snout  short, 
about  2 in  head;  eye  large,  a little  less  than  width  of  preorbital,  about  31 
in  head;  anterior  teeth  of  jaws  small,  in  close-set  band,  the  outer  series  a 
little  enlarged,  compressed,  and  lanceolate,  much  as  in  Stenotomus  chrysops; 
molars  in  two  rows;  dorsal  spines  very  broad  and  fiat;  scales  on  the  ante- 
rior part  of  body  much  enlarged;  anterior  row  of  scales  on  cheek  much 
enlarged,  extending  to  level  of  pupil,  about  12  scales  in  the  first  series; 
scaly  sheath  at  base  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  very  conspicuous;  pectoral  a 
little  longer  than  head,  2^  in  body ; caudal  fin  little  forked,  the  middle  ray 
about  If  in  longest  ray.  First  and  second  dorsal  spines  very  short,  their 
length  about  3 in  eye;  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  more  or  less  filamentous,  the 
third  longer  than  head.  Frontal  bones  gibbous  and  porous ; antrorse  spine 
attached  directly  to  the  interneural,  no  downward  projecting  part  evident. 
Color  light  olive ; silvery  below ; the  young  with  faint,  very  narrow  darker 
bars.  Deep  waters  off  the  west  coast  of  Florida;  as  yet  known  only  from 
numerous  examples  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  snappers  {Neom(vnis)  and 
groupers  {Epinephelus)  on  the  Florida  snapper  banks,  {caprinus,  like  a 
goat,  the  species  having  been  sent  in  under  the  name  ‘‘goat-head  porgy,” 
which  was  a misunderstanding  of  the  name  “jolt-head  porgy,”  which  is 
Calamus  hajonado.) 

Stenotomus  caprinus,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1882,  426,  Snapper  Banks  off  Pensacola 
(Type,  No.  30795.  Coll.  Silas  Stearns) ; Jordan  Fesler,  1.  c,,  507. 

Argyrops  caprinus,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  929. 

551.  STENOTOMUS,  Gill. 

Stenotomus,  Gill,  Canadian  Naturalist,  August,  1865  (argyrops). 

This  genus  is  close  to  Calamus,  having  the  same  quill-like  interhaemal 
bones,  the  fiattened  incisors  and  antrorse  dorsal  spine  mainly  distinguish- 
ing it;  temporal  crest  obsolete;  frontal  bones  not  gibbous  nor  porous; 
antrorse  spine  attached  to  the  fourth  interneural  by  a downward -project- 
ing spine  about  thrice  as  long  as  the  spine;  lateral  crest  nowhere  coalescing 
with  the  supraoccipital  crest;  interorbital  area  fiattish,  with  two  low 
ridges,  a small  foramen  in  each  of  these  above  front  of  pupil ; interof  bital 
area  much  contracted  anteriorly;  a strongly  projecting  prefrontal  process. 
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which  makes  an  acute  angle  with  the  supraorbital.  American  shore  fishes. 
(6TEv6<i,  narrow;  cutting;  from  the  narrow  incisors.) 

a.  Body  ovate,  elliptical,  the  depth  about  the  same  from  the  first  dorsal  spine  to  the 
eleventh;  anterior  profile  steep ; pectoral  shorter  than  head,  3^  in  body;  snout 
short,  2^  in  head.  CHRYSOPS,  1718. 

aa.  Body  elongate,  ovate,  the  depth  decreasing  backward  from  the  first  dorsal  spine; 

anterior  profile  not  steep;  pectoral  about  as  long  as  head,  in  body;  snout 
long,  half  head.  ACULEATUS,  1719. 

1718.  STENOTOMUS  CHRYSOPS  (Linnmus). 

(Common  Scup;  Porgy;  Scuppaug.) 

HeadSi;  depth  2 D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  8-50-16 ; snout  short, 
2^  in  head ; eye  small,  narrower  than  the  preorbital,  4 to  4;^  in  head ; fourth 
dorsal  spine  2,  third  anal  spine  the  longest,  3.  Body  ovate-elliptical,  the 
depth  about  the  same  from  the  first  dorsal  spine  to  the  eleventh ; anterior 
profile  steep,  nape  eonvex,  a strong  depression  above  and  in  front  of  eye, 
straightish  over  suont;  pectoral  less  than  head,  about  3|  in  body,  extend- 
ing to  first  anal  spine;  a sealy  sheath  very  conspieuous  at  base  of  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  fins;  temporal  crest  obsolete;  supraoccipital  crest  eon- 
tinuous  with  the  frontal  bones;  incisor  teeth  very  narrow,  almost  conical 
in  appearance;  molars  in  2 rows  above;  gill  rakers  small,  about  6 + 10; 
top  of  head,  snout,  orbitals,  and  chin  naked;  scales  on  eheek  extending 
from  upper  margin  of  eye,  the  anterior  row  composed  of  from  15  to  20 
scales;  eaudal  fin  forked,  the  middle  ray  about  2^  in  longest  ray.  Color 
brownish,  somewhat  silvery  below,  everywhere  with  bright  reflections,  but 
without  distinct  markings  in  the  adult;  soft  parts  of  vertical  fins  mottled 
with  dark  in  adult;  young  faintly  barred;  axil  dusky.  Length  about  a 
foot.  Atlautie  coast  of  the  United  States  from  Cape  Cod  to  South  Caro- 
lina; one  of  the  eommonest  food-fishes  of  our  Atlautie  coast,  especially 
abundant  northward.  gold;  d' ip,  eye.) 

Spams  chrysops,  Linn.®us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xir,  471, 1766,  Charleston. 

Spams  argyrops,  Linn.*;us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xii,  471, 1766,  Charleston;  young. 

Spams  xanthurus,  LACEPt:DE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  120,  1803,  Charleston  ; after  argyrops^ 
Labrus  versicolor,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  & Phil.  Soc.,  i,  1815,  464,  New  York. 

Sargus  ambassis,  Gu.nther,  Cat.,  I,  449,.  1859,  New  York. 

Stenotomus  chrysops,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  556;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  507. 

1719.  STENOTOMUS  ACULEATUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Southern  Porgy.) 

Head  3 ; depth  2^.  D.  XII,  12 ; A.  Ill,  11 ; scales  8-54-15.  Body  elongate- 
ovate,  the  depth  gradually  decreasing  from  first  dorsal  spine  to  caudal 
peduncle;  anterior  profile  not  steep,  nape  slightly  convex,  a slight 
depression  above  and  behind  eye,  convex  over  snout;  peetoral  about  as 
long  as  head,  in  body;  scaly  sheath  at  base  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal 
inconspicuous;  snout  long  and  pointed,  2 in  head;  eye  large,  less  than 
width  of  preorbital,  about  3f  in  head;  interorbital  area  very  convex;  6 
strong  conical  teeth  in  front  of  upper  jaw  and  8 in  lower;  molar  teeth 
coarser  and  larger  than  in  S.  chrysops ; scales  on  cheek  reaching  to  top  of 
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eye,  the  upper  rows  less  distinct  than  the  lower,  the  anterior  row  of  about 
20  scales ; caudal  tin  moderately  forked,  the  middle  ray  about  2^  in  longest 
ray.  First  dorsal  spine  as  long  as  eye,  the  second  about  as  long  as  third, 
which  is  about  2 in  head;  temporal  crest  obsolete;  frontal  bones  not 
gibbous  or  porous ; antrorse  spine  attached  to  the  fourth  interneural  by  a 
downward  projecting  spur  about  twice  as  long  as  the  spine.  Color  nearly 
])lain  dull  silvery,  with  golden  longitudinal  streaks,  following  the  rows  of 
scales;  axil  dusky;  ventrals  dark.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the 
United  States,  from  Cape  Hatteras  to  Texas,  common.  It  closely  resembles 
the  northern  scup,  which  it  more  or  less  replaces  southward.  The  speci- 
mens here  described  from  Charleston,  (aeuleaius,  spined.) 

Chrysophrys  aculeatus,  Cuvier  &,  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  137,  1830,  Charles- 
ton. 

Stenotonmt  aculeatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  557;  Jordan  Fesleb,  1.  c.,  507. 

552.  CALAMUS,  Swainson. 

(Fez  de  Pluma.) 

Calamus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fishes,  etc.,  ii,  222,  1839  (calamus). 

Graimnateus,  Poey,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  Y.  1872,  182  (microps). 

Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  back  elevated;  head  large,  the  preorbital 
deep ; mouth  small,  the  teeth  strong,  those  in  front  conical  or  pointed,  those 
on  sides  molar;  preopercle  entire,  ])osterior  nostril  slit-like;  dorsal  tin 
rather  low,  not  much  notched,  the  soft  rays  low,  not  scaly;  caudal  well 
forked;  anal  spines  small ; jiectoral  rather  long.  Second  interha?mal  bone 
enlarged,  hollowed  anteriorly,  or  pen-shaped,  receiving  the  posterior  end 
of  the  air  bladder  in  its  anterior  groove;  first  spine-bearing  interneural 
without  antrorse  spine;  temporal  crest  very  thin  and  high,  joining  the 
lateral  crest  which  forms  part  of  the  margin  of  orbit  above  middle  of  eye, 
both  crests  coalescing  with  the  supraoccijiital  in  the  cavernous  anterior 
part  of  the  interorbital  area;  interorbital  area  somewhat  contracted  ante- 
riorly; prefrontal  process  very  strong,  making  an  obtuse  angle  with  the 
supraorbital,  this  process  forming  a conspicuous  knob  above  the  long 
posterior  nostril.  Shore  fishes,  remarkably  distinguished  by  the  structure 
of  the  interhtemal.  This  genus  contains  numerous  species,  all  American, 
and  all  very  closely  related.  All  are  valued  as  food-fishes,  {calamus,  a 
quill  or  reed,  from  the  quill-like  interha^mal.) 

Calamus: 

a.  Scales  conijiaratively  small,  8 or  9-54  to  58-18  or  19;*  about  6 vertical  rows  of  scales 
on  base  of  preopercle,  with  about  12  scales  entering  into  the  formation  of  the 
lower  margin ; species  of  large  size,  with  the  preorbital  deep,  tlie  pectoral  tin 
long,  and  the  outer  teeth  strong. 

b.  Body  very  deep,  tlie  back  elevated,  the  deiith  in  adult  half  the  length  to  base  of 

caudal;  outer  teeth  about  in  number,  the  outer  one  on  each  side  in  one 

or  both  jaws  .sometimes  enlarged,  canine-like,  sometimes  directed  forwards, 
especially  in  the.  adult. 

* Scales  above  the  lateral  line  are  counted  from  the  base  of  the  tirst  dorsal  spine,  tho.se 
below  the  lateral  line  from  the  base  of  the  tirst  anal  spine. 
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c.  Preorbital  with  reticulations  of  tbe  bluish  ground  color  around  bronze  spots ; 
canines  of  upper  jaw  usually  vertical,  but  sometimes,  especially  in  old 
examples,  directed  more  or  less  horizontally  forward;  body  deeper 
than  in  other  species,  depth  l^jj  to  2^  in  length;  anterior  profile  not  very 
steep,  slightly  curved;  depth  of  preorbital  less  than  half  head;  eye 
large,  dorsal  spines  strong,  the  longest  2^  to  2^  in  head;  pectorals  a 
little  more  than  J body.  Color  silvery,  the  base  and  center  of  each  scale 
golden,  the  edge  bluish,  these  colors  forming  distinct  streaks ; a deep 
violet  streak  below  eye,  not  extending  on  eye  or  opercle ; preorbital  dull 
violet,  this  color  forming  reticulations  around  brassy  spots. 

CALAMUS,  1720. 

cc.  Preorbital  region,  snout,  cheek,  and  opercles  brassy,  crossed  by  horizontal, 
wavy,  nonreticulating  lines  of  violet  blue,  brightest  on  preorbital  and 
snout ; a sky-blue  blotch  behind  eye  over  the  opercle,  extending  a short 
distance  on  body ; outer  canines  of  upper  jaw  directed  horizontally  for- 
ward, except  in  the  very  young,  these  teeth  longer  than  in  C.  calamus; 
anterior  profile  nearly  straight  and  very  steep  to  the  nape,  then 
strongly  convex.  Color  silvery,  each  scale  with  a violet  spot  above 
and  orange  spots  below;  sides  with  dark  crossbands  in  life,  which 
disappear  at  death,  peoridens,  1721. 

hh.  Body  more  elongate,  the  depth  2|  to  2|  in  length. 

d.  Upper  jaw  with  a strong  antrorse  canine  on  each  side,  as  in  C.  proridens; 
preorbital  with  blue,  wavy  stripes ; preorbital  deep ; dorsal  high ; pec- 
toral reaching  front  of  anal;  cheeks  with  blue  flexuous  lines,  anasto- 
mosing and  forming  rivulations;  spinous  dorsal  edged  with  black. 

PENNATULA,  1722. 

4-6 

dd.  Upper  jaw  without  antrorse  canines,  the  anterior  teeth  strong,  one 

on  each  side  of  upper  jaw  more  or  less  enlarged ; body  rather  oblong, 
the  snout  long  and  pointed,  the  anterior  profile  forming  a nearly 
even  curve  to  front  of  dorsal.  Color  dull  brassy  with  little  blue;  a 
faint  blue  stripe  below  eye ; preorbital  dull  coppery,  usually  plain, 
sometimes  faintly  veined  with  bluish.  Young  as  in  other  species, 
with  dark  crossbands.  bajonado,  1723. 

Gra]\lmateus  (ypag.ju.aTeu9,  a quill  pen  or  instrument  for  writing) : 
aa.  Scales  comparatively  large,  6 or  7-45  to  52-13  or  14 ; about  5 vertical  rows  of  scales 
on  base  of  preopercle  with  about  9 scales  entering  into  the  formation  of  the 
lower  margin ; no  antrorse  canines. 

e.  Pectoral  fins  long,  about  3 in  body. 

/.  Scales  of  moderate  size,  50  to  52  in  the  lateral  line.  Body  very  deep,  the 
back  elevated,  depth  about  2^  to  base  of  caudal;  longest  dorsal  spine 
about  half  head. 

6-8 

g.  Canines  short  and  strong,  about  g-g;  preorbital  narrow,  its  least 

width  2J  to  2|  in  head ; snout  short.  Body  much  compressed,  the 
back  considerably  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  steep  and  regu- 
larly convex  from  base  of  first  dorsal  spine  to  point  of  snout. 
Color  bras.sy^  olive,  with  darker  crossbands  and  few  violet  marks ; 
preorbital  plain  brownish ; an  inky  axillary  spot. 

BRACHYSOMUS,  1724. 

8-10 

gg.  Canines  moderate,  about  preorbital  broad,  its  least  width  about 

2J  in  head.  Body  moderately  compressed,  rather  elongate,  the 
back  only  moderately  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  convex  to 
eye,  thence  straight  to  point  of  snout.  Color  smutty  silvery, 
with  dark  crossbands ; blotches  on  fins ; no  black  axillary  spot. 

LEUCOSTEUS,  1725. 
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ff.  Scales  large,  about  46  (45  to  48)  in  lateral  line ; body  rather  elongate,  the 
depth  about  24  in  body;  longest  dorsal  spine  about  24  in  head. 

h.  Canines  small,  about  eye  large,  3 in  head;  dorsal  spines  XI; 

preorbital  narrow,  about  equal  to  eye.  Dorsal  outline  forming 
a comparatively  regular  arch,  the  back  being  elevated,  the 
anterior  profile  steep  and  nearly  straight.  Color  plumbeous 
gray,  with  a blue  spot  on  each  scale,  preorbital  with  blue 
streaks ; a blue  streak  below  eye ; a blue  point  in  the  axil. 

MACROPS,  1726. 

g 

hh.  Canines  moderate,  the  outer  on  each  side  sometimes  enlarged ; 

eye  rather  small,  about  44  in  head  in  adult;  preorbital  very 
deep;  dorsal  spines  XII.  Body  rather  oblong,  the  back  not 
strongly  arched,  the  anterior  profile  rather  evenly  curved. 
Color  dull  silvery,  faintly  banded;  preorbital  plain;  axil 
dusky.  TAURINUS,  1727. 

ee.  Pectoral  fin  short,  about  34  in  body. 

i.  Dorsal  outline  forming  a comparatively  regular  arch,  the  anterior  profile 

from  the  snout  to  base  of  the  spinous  dorsal  evenly  convex;  the  back 
elevated,  the  depth  in  the  adult  about  24  in  length;  canines  subequal, 

g 

— ; preorbital  not  very  deep ; pectoral  shortish.  Color  dull  silvery, 

with  pearly  spots  on  scales  of  back;  preorbital  bluisb,  plain  or  with 
pearly  markings,  without  blue  stripes;  a faint  pale  streak  below  eye; 
axil  with  a small  inky  black  spot;  crossbars  on  body  usually  i)er- 
sistent.  penna,  1728. 

ii.  Dorsal  outline  not  forming  a regular  arch,  the  anterior  profile  straight 

from  base  of  spinous  dorsal  to  nape,  where  a rather  sharp  angle  is 
formed,  thence  straightish  above  eye,  the  snout  convex ; body  rather 
elongate,  the  depth  about  24  in  length. 

g 

7.  Preorbital  deep,  nearly  twice  diameter  of  eye;  canine  teeth 

Body  oblong,  the  back  little  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  un- 
evenly curved,  very  convex  before  eye.  Color  olivaceous,  with 
dark  bars  or  spots,  the  centers  .of  inauy  scales  pearly;  6 j^ellow- 
ish  spots  along  the  lateral  line;  i)reorbital  brownish,  usually 
with  dashes  of  guidon  yellow;  membrane  of  opercle  orange; 
fins  mostly  barred  or  spotted.  arctifrons,  1729. 

jj.  Preorbital  not  deep,  pectoral  short,  I4  in  head;  dorsal  fins  low,  the 

g 

longest  spine  about  3 in  head;  canines  g,  moderate,  equal. 

Body  little  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  rather  strongly  convex, 
the  curve  continuous  from  snout  to  middle  of  dorsal.  Color 
olivaceous,  with  darker  crossbands ; preorbital  plain ; a dark 
axillary  spot;  a blue  subocular  band.  medius,  1730. 

Subgenus  CALAMUS. 

1720.  CALA31US  CALAMUS  (Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes). 

(Saucer-eye  Porgy;  Pez  de  Pluma.) 

Head  3^;  depth  to  2^  (2f  in  total).  Eye  large,  3|  in  head  in  adults 
(12  inches  long).  D.  XII,  12  (XIII,  11) ; A.  Ill,  10,  or  III,  11.  Scales  9-54-16, 
cheeks  with  5 or  6 series  of  scales.  Body  elevated  more  than  in  any  other 
known  species  of  this  genus,  the  depth  in  adult  being  slighty  more  than 
i length  of  body.  Anterior  profile  less  steep  than  in  C.  proridens,  the 
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outline  of  snout  being  slightly  curved;  in  adults  the  antedorsal  region  is 
very  sharply  compressed  and  somewhat  gibbons,  forming  above  eye  an 
angle  with  rest  of  profile.  Greatest  depth  of  preorbital  more  than  | head 
in  adult.  Mouth  small,  the  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  vertical  from 
front  of  eye,  2f  in  head.  Outer  teeth  strong,  about  10  to  12  in  number, 
the  outer  one  on  each  side  in  one  or  both  jaws  sometimes  enlarged,  canine- 
like, but  sometimes,  especially  in  old  examples,  directed  more  or  less  hori- 
zontally forward.  Gill  rakers  small,  aboutl-ffi.  Dorsal  spines  stronger 
and  lower  than  in  C. proridens,  the  longest  2^  in  head;  pectorals  reaching 
slightly  beyond  vertical  from  front  of  anal,  rather  more  than  i length  of 
body;  ventrals  1^  in  length;  anal  spines  robust.  Color  in  life,  silvery 
with  bluish  reflections;  the  base  and  central  portions  of  each  scale 
golden,  forming  distinct  longitudinal  stripes,  the  stripes  between  these 
pearly  or  bluish;  rows  of  scales  on  cheeks  and  opercles  with  the  pearly 
stripe  median,  the  golden  marginal;  a deep  violet  streak  below  orbit,  not 
extending  forward  on  snout  nor  backward  on  opercles ; preorbital  deep 
dull  violet  like  the  snout,  the  ground  color  forming  reticulations  around 
conspicuous  round  brassy  spots  which  cover  half  the  surface;  naked  part 
of  the  preopercle  sometimes  similarly  marked,  more  often  colored  like  the 
body;  edge  of  opercle  gilt;  lower  jaw  dusky  violet;  axil  golden;  ])ase  of 
pectoral  above  with  a violet  bar  ; fins  all  pale,  vaguely  blotched  with  dull 
orange;  ventrals  more  or  less  dusky  on  inner  rays;  commissure  of  lips 
yellow;  iris  golden.  Length  15  inches.  West  Indies,  north  to  Florida 
Keys;  generally  common  about  Key  West  and  Havana,  less  abundant  than 
proridens  or  hajonado.*  (calamus,  a reed,  the  equivalent  of  de pluma.) 

Fagellus  calamus,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  206,  pi.  152, 1830,  Martini 
que;  San  Domingo. 

Calamus  megacephalus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fish.,  ii,  222,  1839;  after  Cuvier  & Valen- 
ciennes. 

Fagellus  orhitarius.  Poet,  Meraorias,  ll,  201, 1860,  Havana. 

Calamus  macrops,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  927, 1883,  Garden  Key,  Florida. 
Chrysophrys  calaimis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  487, 1859;  several  species  confounded. 

Sparus  orhitarius,  Poet,  Synopsis,  308,  1868. 

Calamus  calamus,  Jordan  &,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 17;  Jordan  &Fesler, 
1.  c.,  511. 

1721.  ( ALAMUS  PRORIDENS,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

(Little-head  Pohgy;  Pez  de  Pluma.) 

Head  3^  to  3^  in  length  (4^  in  total) ; depth  2 to  2^  (2f  to  3) ; eye  mod- 
erate, 4 in  head  in  adult  (11  inches  long),  3 in  head  in  young  of  6 inches.  D. 
XH,  12;  A.  Ill,  10.  Scales  9-58-16.  Body  much  elevated,  more  so  than  in 
any  other  known  species  except  in  C.  calam  us.  In  adults  the  anterior  profile 
rises  in  a straight  line  very  steeply  to  the  nape,  thence  in  a gentle  curve  to 
front  of  dorsal.  In  the  young  the  profile  rises  less  rapidly  and  is  convex; 


* Among  the  specimens  in  the  museum  at  Cambridge  are  some  of  the  tj  pes  of  Calamus 
orhitarius.  In  some  of  these  none  of  the  canines  is  turned  forward,  and  none  of  the  speci- 
mens collected  by  Dr.  Jordan  at  Key  Vest  and  Havana  shows  this  character.  In  others, 
however,  the  outermost  of  the  7 or  8 canines  in  the  upper  jaw  is  turned  directl.y  forward, 
as  in  C.  proridens.  Some  of  these  also  sliow  an  approximation  to  the  head  coloration  of 
C.  proridens.  The  dorsal  spines  and  the  depth  of  the  preorbital  show  that  all  these 
belong  to  C.  calamus. 
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greatest  depth  of  preorhital  slightly  more  than  ^ length  of  head  in  adult. 
Mouth  not  large,  the  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  vertical  from  front  of 
orbit,  I length  of  head.  Anterior  teeth  of  outer  series  slightly  longer  and 
more  robust  than  those  of  the  cardiform  baud;  in  the  upper  jaw  on  each 
side  1 of  these  outer  teeth  becomes  much  enlarged,  canine-like,  directed 
obliquely  forward  and  downward,  and  strongly  curved,  the  upper  surface 
concave;  there  are  usually  7 teeth  of  the  outer  series  between  these  two 
canines;  no  evident  accessory  series  of  molars.  Gill  lakers  short  and 
blunt,  about  4 6.  Scales  on  top  of  head  ending  abruptly  above  eye ; snout, 

iuterorbital,  preorbital,  suborbital,  chin,  and  edge  of  preopercle,  naked; 
a triangular  patch  of  scales  on  cheek,  arranged  in  7 or  8 series.  Dorsal 
spines  slender  and  high,  the  longest  ^ head;  pectorals  reaching  vertical 
from  origin  of  anal  fin,  ^ length  of  body;  ventrals  o in  length  ; upi»er  lobe 
of  caudal  as  long  as  head,  slightly  longer  than  lower  lobe.  Color  in  life, 
silvery,  with  bright  reflections  above,  much  more  brightly  colored  than  in 
other  species;  eacJi  scale  above  middle  of  sides  with  a spot  of  rich  violet- 
blue  on  its  basal  portion,  these  forming  distinct  longitudinal  streaks  along 
the  rows  of  scales;  on  lower  part  of  body  these  blue  spots  are  replaced  by 
pale  orange  spots,  faint  in  the  young,  very  distinct  in  adults.  In  life 
the  sides  have  dark  bauds,  which  disappear  after  death;  a diffuse,  ill- 
defined  horizontal  violet-blue  area  above  opercle  extending  back  on  to  the 
shoulder;  a well-defined  horizontal  deep-blue  stripe  below  eye;  another, 
somewhat  less  distinct,  above  orbit;  preorbital  region,  snout,  cheeks,  and 
opercles  brassy  or  bronze,  crossed  with  horizontal,  wavy,  noureticulatiug 
lines  of  violet  blue,  these  colors  more  marked  on  preorbital  and  snout; 
the  streak  crossing  snout  above  nostrils  wider  and  rather  more  conspicu- 
ous than  the  others;  dorsal  marked  with  orange  and  very  bright  violet, 
its  margin  always  orange,  more  or  less  bright  in  life;  caudal  banded  with 
dull  orange;  anal  distinctly  blue  shaded;  ventrals  not  dark,  with  more  or 
less  light  yellow;  axil  slightly  dusky;  iris  dark,  with  gilt  ring.  AVest 
Indies,  north  to  Florida  Keys;  the  most  brightly  colored  of  the  genus, 
very  abundant  about  the  Florida  Keys.  It  is  not  (piite  so  common  either 
at  Key  West  or  at  Havana  as  Calamus  hajonado,  but  in  both  places  either 
species  far  outnumbers  ail  the  remaining  species  combined,  (prora,  prow; 
dens,  tooth,  from  the  projecting  canines.) 

Calamus  megacephalus,  Jordan  & (Gilbert,  Synopsis,  926,  1883;  not  of  Swainson. 
Calamus pennatula,  Jordan  6c.  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Kat.  Mus.1884, 15;  not  of  Guichenot. 
Calamus  proridens,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 150,  Key  West ; Jor- 
dan & Fesler,  1.  c.,  511. 


1722.  ( ALAMUS  PEWATIILA,  Guichenot. 

Body  much  more  elongate  than  in  Calamus  proridens,  with  which  it 
seems  otherwise  to  agree;  the  depth  2|  in  length.  Upper  jaw  with  a 
strong  autrorse  canine  on  each  side,  as  in  C.  proridens;  eye  small ; preorbital 
deep;  cheeks  with  6 rows  of  scales;  dorsal  high,  pectoral  reaching  front 
of  anal;  preorbital  with  blue  wavy  stripes;  cheeks  with  blue  flexuous 
lines,  anastomosed  and  forming  rivulations;  spinous  dorsal  edged  with 
black  (Guichenot).  West  Indies;  known  only  from  GuichenoUs  descrip- 
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tion,  whicli  lias  been  verified  for  us  on  tlie  original  type  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Thominot.  (pewiatuJa,  diminutive  of penna,  a quill.) 

Calamus  pennatiila,  Guichenot,  Revision  des  Pagels,  116,  Martinique ; Jordan  &,  Fes- 

LER,  1.  c.,  512. 

1723.  CALAMUS  BAJONADO  (Bloch  & Schneider). 

(Jolt-head  Porgy;  Bajonado.) 

Head  3 in  length  (4  in  total) ; depth  2|  (3  in  total) ; eye  large,  (in 
young)  to  5 (in  adults)  in  length  of  head.  D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  10.  Scales 
7-54-17.  Body  less  elevated  than  in  the  two  species  preceding,  the  snout 
long  and  pointed,  the  anterior  profile  rising  slowly  in  an  even  course  to 
front  of  dorsal;  in  the  young  the  anterior  profile  is  more  bluntly  rounded, 
the  supraorbital  region  more  prominent,  and  the  profile  of  snout  steeper. 
Greatest  depth  of  preorbital  rather  more  than  one-half  length  of  head  in 
adults  2 feet  long,  2^  in  head  in  young  of  6 inches.  Mouth  moderate, 
maxillary  not  reaching  vertical  from  orbit  except  in  young,  nearly  half 
length  of  head  in  adults,  2^  in  head  in  specimens  of  8 inches.  Anterior 
teeth  of  outer  series  much  enlarged  and  stronger  than  the  cardiform  band, 
even  in  the  young;  in  adults  these  become  very  strongly  developed,  and 
are  then  nearly  as  robust  as  the  molars ; their  number  seems  to  be  nor- 
mally 2 or  3 on  each  side  in  the  upper  jaw  and  3 or  4 on  each  side  in  the 
lower,  but  this  is  subject  to  much  variation;  the  upper  jaw  has  frequently 
one  of  these  more  enlarged  than  the  others,  and  canine-like.  The  molars, 
as  usual  in  this  genus,  in  3 series  in  the  upper  jaw  and  2 in  the  lower; 
besides  these  there  is  quite  constantly  toward  the  front  of  the  jaw  an 
interior  supplemental  series  of  molars,  both  above  and  below.  Dorsal 
spines  slender,  the  highest  2f  in  head,  the  soft  rays  low;  anal  spines  ro- 
bust; pectorals  long,  reaching  past  origin  of  anal,  2f  to  3 in  length;  ven- 
trals  nearly  reaching  vent,  1^  in  head.  Color  in  life,  brassy,  rather  dull, 
and  with  little  blue  marking,  the  middle  of  each  scale  shining,  but  scarcely 
bluish ; a blue  stripe  below  eye,  narrower  and  duller  than  in  the  preceding 
species,  and  extending  well  forward  on  preorbital ; a second  duller  streak 
above  this,  the  two  meeting  on  forehead;  preorbital  dull  coppery,  often 
with  irregular  and  obscure  blue  lines,  these  sometimes  forming  obscure 
veining,  and  always  growing  duller  with  age;  lower  jaw  dull  purplish; 
angle  of  mouth  purplish  and  orange  yellow;  axil  yellowish;  no  violet 
band  on  base  of  pectoral;  fins  plain,  the  ventrals  sometimes  slightly 
dusky,  the  caudal  obscurely  barred.  A young  specimen  had  4 or  5 faint 
orange  blotches  along  back.  Length  2 feet.  West  Indies,  north  to  Florida 
Keys;  most  abundant  of  the  genus,  and  reaching  a larger  size  than  any  of 
the  others.  The  largest  seen  by  us  were  22  inches  long.  It  is  the  dullest 
in  color  of  the  large  species,  {hajouado,  the  Cuban  name,  equivalent  to 
bayonet,  and  probably  alluding  to  the  interhfemal.), 

Bajonado,  Parra,  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Xat.  Cxiba,  13,  lam.  8, 1787,  Havana. 

Spams  bajonado,  Bloch  &:  Schneider,  Syst.  Iclitb.,  284, 1801 ; after  Parra. 

Pagellus  caninus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  199, 1860,  Havana. 

Calamus  plumatida,  Gvichenot,  Rev.  Pagels,  119,  Martinique ; Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  ISTat. 

Mus.  1886,  537 ; reexamination  of  type. 

Pagellus  bajonado,  Poey,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1863, 177. 
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Calamus  bajonado,  Poey,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  x,  1872,  176,  pi.  Ti,  fig.  1;  Poey, 
Enumeratio,  55,  1875;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,20;  Jordan  &, 
Fesler,  1.  c.,  512. 

Subgenus  GRAMMATEUS,  Poey. 

1724.  CALA1IU8  BRACK YSOMUS  (Lockington). 

(Mojarra  Garabata.) 

Head  3^;  depth  ; eye  moderate,  about  iu  head  in  adult;  scales 
G-50-13.  D.  XII,  11;  A.  Ill,  10.  Body  much  compressed,  short  and  deep, 
the  back  considerably  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  steep  and  regularly 
convex  from  base  of  first  dorsal  spine  to  xioint  of  snout;  snout  short,  If  to 
2iuhead;  mouth  small,  maxillary  about  2|  in  head.  Canines  short  and 
strong,  about  ; no  antrorse  canines;  xireorbital narrow,  its  least  width 2^ 
to  3f  in  head;  gill  rakers  very  small,  about  4 + 6.  Pectoral  narrow  and 
long,  reaching  to  the  vertical  from  the  origin  of  first  anal  ray,  about  21  in 
body;  second  and  third  anal  spines  about  equal,  3 in  head;  fifth  dorsal 
spine  2 in  head.  Snout,  interorbital,  preorbitals,  suborbitals,  and  chin, 
naked;  scales  on  cheek  in  about  5 series.  Color  brassy  olive  with  darker 
crossbands  and  few  violet  marks;  x^reorbital  i^lain  brownish,  an  inky 
axillary  spot;  ventrals  dusky.  Length  15  inches.  Gulf  of  California  and 
neighboring  waters;  locally  abundant  from  Magdalena  Bay  to  Mazatlan ; 
a food-fish  of  some  imxiortance. ' {ftpaxvi,  short;  6(b/.ux,  body.) 

>Sparus  brachysomus,  Lockington,  Proc.  D.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  284,  Magdalena  Bay,  Lower 
California. 

Calaimis  brachysomus,  Evermann  <fc  Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891,  153;  Jordan  &. 
Fesler,  1.  c.,  512. 

1725.  CALAMUS  LEUfHfSTEUS,  Jordan  A Gilbert. 

(WlIITE-BONE  PORGY.) 

Head  3f ; depth  21;  eye  rather  large,  3|  in  head  in  adults;  scales  7 or 
8-51-14.  D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  10.  Body  formed  much  as  iu  Calamus penna, 
short  and  deep,  with  steep  anterior  jirofile  and  high,  arched  back,  the  xiro- 
file  nearly  straight  from  snout  to  above  eyes,  thence  convex.  Head  deeper 
than  long,  the  preorbital  region  very  deep,  its  least  dexith  2f  in  head, 
half  greater  than  iuterorbital  width.  A strong  blunt  xirominence  before 
eye.  Mouth  rather  large,  the  maxillary  2|  iu  head.  Outer  teeth  in  both 
jaws  moderately  enlarged,  canine-like,  about  10  in  each  jaw,  none  of 
them  directed  forward;  gill  rakers  very  short  and  wide  apart,  about  3+6. 
Highest  dorsal  spine  21  in  head;  pectorals  very  long,  reaching  to  the  ver- 
tical from  base  of  third  anal  sx^iue,  2f  in  length  of  body;  ventrals  1|  iu 
head.  Scales  large,  those  on  cheeks  in  5 rows.  Smutty  silvery;  sides  with 
vague  crossbars ; dorsal  and  anal  fins  with  dark  blotches;  ventrals  dusky ; 
no  black  axillary  spot.  South  Atlantic  coast  of  United  States,  in  rather 
deex)  water,  known  only  from  the  markets  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
Length  about  a foot.  {Xevk6<;,  white;  odreov,  bone,  from  the  common 
name,  the  application  of  which  is  unknown  to  us.) 

Calamus  bajonado,  JoRVAU  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  926,  1883;  not  bajonado,  Bloch  A 
Schneider. 

Calamus  leucosteus,  Jordan  A Gilbert,  in  Jordan,  Cat.  Fishes  N.  A.,  91, 1885,  Charleston 
^Coll.  Charles  C.  Leslie);  Jordan  A Fesler,  he., 513. 
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1726.  CALAMUS  MACROPS,  Poey. 

Head  SiV ; depth  2^;  eye  large,  about  3 in  head.  D.  XI,  12;  A.  Ill,  10. 
Body  rather  elongate;  scales  large;  dorsal  outline  forming  a compara- 
tively regular  arch,  the  hack  being  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  steep  and 
nearly  straight.  Canines  small,  about  10  to  12;  preorbital  narrow,  about 
equal  to  eye;  mouth  small,  the  maxillary  about  2\  in  head.  Color  plum- 
beous gray,  with  a blue  spot  on  each  scale;  preorbital  with  blue  streaks; 
a blue  streak  below  eye ; a blue  point  in  the  axil ; fins  pale  ( Poey).  Cuba ; 
known  only  from Poey’s  description  and  figure.  (// a«/od5,  large;  eye.) 

Calamus  macrops,  Poey,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist,  N.  Y.  1872,  181,  fig. 3,  Havana;  Jordan  <fe 
Fesler,  1.  c.,  513. 

1727.  CALAMUS  TAURIXUS  (Jcnyns). 

Head  3 to  3i;  depth  2:^;  eye  4^;  scales  6-46-14.  D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  10. 
Body  rather  elevated,  deeper  than  in  Calamus  arctifrons,  the  anterior  pro- 
file rather  evenly  curved,  but  not  very  strongly  convex.  Head  narrowed 
above,  but  broad  through  the  supraorbital  region ; profile  rising  from  nape 
to  front  of  dorsal,  the  occipital  crest  as  high  as  eye;  preorbital  very  deep, 
its  least  depth  — maxillary,  2^  in  head.  Mouth  large,  not  reaching  verti- 
cal from  front  of  orbit.  Outer  teeth  moderately  enlarged,  normally 
placed,  the  large  teeth  Eye  moderate,  1^  in  interorbital,  2 in  pre- 
orbital. Longest  dorsal  spine  2| ; i^ectoral  very  long,  2i  in  body,  reaching 
second  anal  spine,  which  is  4 in  head.  Color  dull  silvery,  with  faint  dark 
crossbands;  preorbital  plain ; anal  dusky;  ventrals  pale ; edge  of  opercle 
dusky.  Galapagos  Islands  to  Peru.  We  have  examined  many  specimeus 
in  the  museum  at  Cambridge,  from  Charles  Island,  one  of  the  Galapagos. 
The  above  description  from  a specimen  from  Payta,  Peru.  (From  taurus, 
bull;  bullheaded.) 

Chrysophrys  taurina,  Jenyns,  Zool.  Beagle,  Fishes,  56,  pi.  vii,  12,  1842,  Galapagos  Islands 
(Coll.  Charles  Darwin);  Valenciennes,  Voyage  Venus,  v,  330,  1846. 

Chrysophrys  cyanoptera,  Valenciennes,  Voyage  Venus,  v,  pi.  4,  fig.  2, 1846,  Charles  Island, 
Galapagos  Group. 

Calamus  taurinus,  Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889, 181 ; Jordan  & Fesler, 
he.,  513. 

1728.  CALAMUS  PEXXA  (Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes). 

(Little-mouth  Porgy;  Sheepshead  Porgy.) 

Head  3 to  3^;  depth  2^  (2f  in  total);  eye  rather  small,  3f  to  4^  in  head 
in  specimens  from  6 to  11  inches  long.  D.  XII,  12 ; A.  Ill,  10;  scales  6-48-13. 
Body  somewhat  higher  than  in  C.  hajonado.  Anterior  profile  evenly  con- 
vex to  front  of  dorsal,  rising  slowly  and  not  strongly  arched.  Preorbital 
low,  2f  to  3 in  head,  about  equaling  interorbital  width.  Mauth  moderate, 
the  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  orbit,  24  to  2f  in 
head.  Outer  series  of  teeth  anteriorly  in  both  jaws  somewhat  enlarged, 
small  and  uniform  in  size,  8 to  10  in  each  jaw;  no  accessory  row  of  molars 
in  either  jaw.  Dorsal  low,  the  highest  dorsal  spine  about  2^  in  head; 
pectorals  about  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  anal,  3J  in  length ; ven- 
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trals  If  to  2 in  head.  Scales  large,  in  about  5 vertical  series  on  cheeks. 
Color  dull  silvery  with  pearly  markings,  without  blue  stripes;  a faint 
pale  streak  below  eye ; axil  with  a small  inky  black  spot ; ventrals  black- 
ish ; dark  crossbars  on  body  usually  persistent.  A small  specimen  in  the 
museum  at  Cambridge,  which  may  be  the  type  of  Poey’s  Pagellus  humilis, 
belongs  to  this  species.  This  example  is  6 inches  long,  the  eye  nearly  4 in 
head,  the  depth  2f  in  length,  and  the  pectoral  as  long  as  head.  The  type 
of  Calamus  microps  Guichenot,  is  in  the  museum  at  Paris.  It  agrees  with 
Calamus  penna  in  all  respects  except  the  size  of  the  eye,  which  is  in 
head.  Southern  Florida  to  Brazil,  common ; known  from  Charlotte  Harbor, 
Key  West,  Rio  Janeiro,  St.  Thomas,  Havana,  Caniaru,  and  Rio  Grande  do 
Sul.  {penna,  a quill  or  pen.) 

Pagellus  penna,  Cuvier  &,  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  209, 1830,  Brazil. 

Pagellus  microps,  Guichenot,  in  Ramou  de  la  Sagra,  Hist.  Cuba,  188,  pi.  3,  fig.  1,  1845, 
Havana. 

Pagellus  humilis,  Poey,  Synopsis,  308, 1868,  Havana. 

Pagellus  milneri,  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1879,  134,  Charlotte  Harbor, 
Florida.  (Type,  No.  6134.  Coll.  C.  B.  Baker.) 

Grammateus  humilis,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  56, 1875. 

Sparvs  milneri,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  556. 

Calamus  penna,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  21;  Jordan  &.Feslei{, 
Z.c.,514. 

1729.  CALAMUS  AIlCTIFllOXS,  Goode  <fc  Bean. 

(Grass  Porgy;  Shad  Porgy.) 

HeadSf;  depth  2|;  scales  6-48-13.  I).  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  10.  Body  oblong, 

the  back  little  elevated,  not  nearly  so  much  as  in  C.  penna,  the  anterior 
protile  unevenly  curved,  very  convex  before  eye;  head  narrow  above; 
dorsal  outline  not  forming  a regular  arch,  the  anterior  profile  straight 
from  base  of  spinous  dorsal  to  nape,  where  a rather  sharp  angle  is  formed, 
thence  straightish  above  eye,  the  snout  convex;  nearly  straight  along 
base  of  s])inou8  dorsal ; scales  on  cheek  in  4 or  5 series ; the  orbitals,  snout, 
chin,  and  edge  of  iireopercle,  naked.  Preorbital  deep,  its  depth  2f  in  head, 
and  nearly  twice  diameter  of  eye,  which  is  4 to  5 in  head;  pectoral  3|  in 
body,  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals;  longest  dorsal  spine  2f  in  head; 
third  anal  spine  the  longest,  5;  canine  teeth  8-10;  gill  rakers  small  and 
blunt,  about  4 -|-  6.  Color  olivaceous  with  dark  bars  or  spots,  the  centers 
of  many  scales  pearly;  6 yellowish  spots  along  the  lateral  line;  pre- 
orbital brownish,  usually  with  dashes  of  golden  yellow;  membrane  of 
opercle  orange;  tins  mostly  barred  or  spotted;  ventrals  pale,  faintly 
barred.  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  Pensacola  to  Key  West;  a small  porgy 
common  in  the  eelgrass  about  Key  West,  and  ranging  northward  at  least 
to  Pensacola;  not  known  from  the  West  Indies,  {arctus,  contracted; 
frons,  forehead.) 

Calamus  arclifrons,  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  TT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  425,  Pensacola  (Type, 
No.  30163.  Coll.  Silas  Stearns);  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  928;  Jordan 
Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  23;  Jordan  &.  Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 
232;  Jordan  & Fesler,  l.c.,  514. 
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1730.  CALAMUS  MEDICS  (Poey). 

Head  3i;  depth  2^;  scales  ?-46-?.  D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  10.  Body  siih- 
eliptical,  rather  elongate,  deepest  at  front  of  dorsal,  the  anterior  profile 
rather  strongly  convex,  the  curve  continuous  from  snout  to  middle  of 
dorsal.  Preorbital  not  deep,  its  depth  2^  in  head;  pectoral  short,  11  in 
head;  canines  f,  moderate,  equal.  Color  olivaceous,  with  darker  cross 
bands;  preorbital  plain;  ventrals  dark;  a dark  axillary  spot;  a blue 
subocular  band.  West  Indies,  here  described  from  a specimen  from  Havana. 
(21838,  M.  Z.  C.),  15  inches  long.  The  species  is  allied  to  C.  x)enna,  differ- 
ing in  the  more  elongate  form,  {medius,  medium.) 

Grammateus  medius,  Poey,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  Y.  1872,  183,  pL  7,  fig.  4,  Havana; 

Poet,  Enumeratio,  56, 1875. 

Calamus  medius,  Jordax  A Fesler,  1.  c.,  514. 

553.  PAGRUS,  Cuvier. 

(European  Porgies.) 

Pagrus,  Cuvier.  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  i,  272,  1817  (argenteus  = pagrus) . 

Bod}’-  oblong,  compressed,  covered  with  large  scales.  Head  large;  pre- 
opercle  entire;  opercle  not  armed.  Mouth  rather  small,  terminal,  low,  the 
anterior  teeth  in  the  jaws  cardiform,  the  outer  series  of  teeth  generally 
enlarged,  canine-like,  not  compressed,  the  teeth  behind  the  canines  slender 
and  acute.  Both  jaws  with  2 or  3 series  of  rounded  molar  teeth,  which 
are  sometimes  irregularly  mixed  with  slender  teeth ; no  teeth  on  vomer  or 
palatines.  Posterior  nostril  oblong,  not  slit-like,  much  larger  than  ante- 
rior. ■••’Dorsal  rather  low,  the  spines  about  12  in  number,  depressible  in  a 
groove;  anal  spines  moderate,  the  second  not  greatly  developed;  second 
interh?emal  spine  not  pen-shaped ; no  antrorse  dorsal  spine ; supraoccipital 
crest  coalescent  with  temporal  crests.  Caudal  fin  forked;  air  bladder 
simple;  gill  rakers  short;  branchiostegalsG;  intestinal  canal  short ; xiyloric 
coecafew.  Carnivorous  fishes,  mostly  of  Europe  and  Africa.  This  genus 
is  close  to  the  European  genus  Spcirus  {Spams  aurata  L.=Auraia  Eisso  = 
ChrysohlepliHS  Cuvier),  with  which  it  agrees  in  the  skeletal  characters, 
differing  chiefly  in  the  larger  scales,  slenderer  body,  and  narrower  bands 
of  teeth.  The  genera  are  probably  distiuct,  butthe  characters  of  division 
have  not  yet  been  fully  indicated.*  {Ttdxpog,  porgy,  the  ancient  name. ) 

1731.  PAGRUS  PAGRUS  (Linnfeus). 

(Red  Porgy  ; Bescgo;  Pargo  Colorado.) 

D.  XI,  12,  or  XII,  11  or  10;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  6 (9)  -53  to  56-13.  Body 
oblong,  the  back  moderately  elevated,  the  profile  parabolic;  preorbifal 

* Cuvier  recognized  2 genera:  Pagrus  with  tlie  molar  teeth  in  2 series,  and  Sparus 
(Chrysophrys)  with  the  molars  in  3 or  more.  Tliis  character  has  not  much  importance, 
and  Steindachuer  has  proposed  to  substitute  for  it  the  following: 

Sparus:  Teeth  behind  the  canines  with  the  apex  rounded,  granulated,  or  globose; 
molars  in  2 or  more  series. 

Pagrus:  Teeth  behind  the  canines  acute,  .subulate,  or  .setaceous;  molars  in  2 or  more 
series. 

Although  in  general  appearance  Sparus  aurata  and  Pagrus  pagrus  differ  considerably, 
and  also  considerably  from  other  aberrant  species,  as  Chrysobleph  us  gibbiceps  and  Argyrops 
spmifer,  there  is  no  important  difference  in  the  skull  or  skeleton,  and  all  may  perhaps  be 
referable  to  a single  genus,  Sparus. 
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deep,  much  wider  than  the  small  eye.  Molar  teeth  in  two  series;  teeth 
behind  the  canines  slender;  scales  large.  Dorsal  spines  not  elongate,  the 
front  longest,  about  in  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  pointed  behind; 
caudal  Avell  forked;  second  anal  spine  stronger  but  not  longer  than  third, 
about  4 in  head;  pectoral  fin  elongate,  longer  than  head,  reaching  about 
to  fourth  soft  ray  of  anal.  American  specimens  show  in  life  the  following 
coloration : Color  golden-olive,  the  middle  of  each  scale  largely  pinkish- 
red,  giving  a general  reddish  hue  to  the  fish;  sides  and  below  silvery, 
Hushed  with  red;  many  scales  of  back  and  sides  each  with  a small  round 
spot  of  deep  purplish-blue,  those  forming  distinct  longitudinal  streaks  on 
the  sides  below  lateral  line,  the  series  somewhat  irregular,  running  along 
the  margins  of  the  scales;  al)ovo  the  lateral  line  these  spots  are  somewhat 
scattered,  forming  very  irregular  oblique  series,  running  upward  and  back- 
ward; a few  of  these  spots  on  nape  and  upper  part  of  opercle;  a dark 
spot  on  upper  part  of  orbital  rim;  snout  tinged  with  purplish,  occiput 
with  olive ; edge  of  opercle  dusky ; vertical  fins  largely  orange,  their  edges 
translucent;  spinous  dorsal  somewhat  dusky;  ventrals  pale,  with  a pink- 
ish blotch  at  base;  pectorals  yellowish,  especially  at  base,  the  axil  some- 
what dusky.  Length  2 feet.  Southern  Europe  and  South  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  coasts  of  the  United  States,  south  to  Uruguay,  in  rather  deep  water. 
(Eu.)  This  species,  common  in  southern  Europe,  has  been  several  times 
taken  on  the  snapper  banks  otf  Pensac  da  and  at  Charleston.  Dr.  Berg 
says  that  it  is  also  common  in  various  localities  along  the  coasts  of  Argen- 
tina and  Uruguay.  There  seems  to  be  no  difference  between  American 
and  European  specimens,  except  that  in  European  descriptions  we  find  no 
allusions  to  the  blue  spots  characteristic  of  the  American  fish.  (Ttdypoi;, 
pagrus,  the  old  name,  which  has  becomepflr//o  and porgij  in  modern  tongues.) 

Spams  pagrus,  LiNN.a^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  279,  1758,  Southern  Europe;  Jordan,  Proc. 

U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  278;  Jordan  Fesler,  1.  c.,  516;  Eero,  Ann.  Mus.  Nat.  de 

Buenos  Aires  1895,  49. 

Pagrus  vulgaris,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  142,  1830,  Southern 

Europe;  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  i,  466. 

Spams  argenteus,  Bloch  &,  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  271, 1801. 

Pagrus  argenteus,  Cuvier,  Begne  Animal,  Ed.  i,  272,  1817;  Goode  A Bean,  Proc.  TJ.  S. 

Nat.  Mus.  1879,  133. 


554.  LAGODON,  Holbrook. 

(CiioPA  Spixa.) 

Lagodon,  Holbrook,  Iclith.  South  Carolina,  59, 1860  (rhomhoides) . 

The  essential  character  of  this  genus  is  in  the  form  of  the  skull.  Supra- 
occipital  and  temporal  crests  nowhere  coalescent,  the  iiiterorbital  area  not 
swollen;  frontal  bone  in  the  iiiterorbital  area  thin,  concave  in  transverse 
section;  temporal  crest  low,  separated  from  supraoccipital  crest  by  a 
flattish  area  which  extends  forward  on  each  side  of  supraoccipital  crest 
and  to  groove  of  premaxillary  spines.  Otherwise  essentially  as  in  Archosar- 
gus,  the  an trorse  dorsal  .spine  present,  the  second  interhwmal  not  modified. 
One  species,  the  incisors  deeply  notched.  hare;  odcov,  tooth.) 
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1732.  LAGODOX  RHOMBOIDES  (LinnjEus). 

(PiNFisH;  Bream;  Sailor’s  Choice;  Chopa  Spina.) 

Head  3^;  depth  2 to  2f ; eye  4.  D.  XII,  11;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  10-65  to 
70-17.  Body  elongate,  elliptical;  head  flattened,  muzzle  pointed,  profile 
not  very  steep;  eye  moderate,  1|^  to  14  in  snout,  1 in  iiiterorhital ; mouth 
moderate,  maxillary  not  reaching  front  of  orbit,  34  in  head;  incisors  all 
deeply  notched ; molars  in  two  series  in  each  jaw ; gill  rakers  6 -f- 13 ; dorsal 
spines  all  rather  high,  the  highest  about  2 in  head ; caudal  deeply  forked ; 
second  anal  spine  not  longer  than  third;  ventrals  short  and  broad,  pec- 
torals moderate,  up^ier  rays  reaching  past  origin  of  anal.  Color,  in  life, 
olivaceous,  the  sides  bluish-silvery;  a humeral  spot  and  traces  of  6 ver- 
tical bars;  gilt  stripes  much  less  intense  than  in  Archosanjus  unimaculatiis, 
much  broader  than  the  interspaces;  about  7 stripes  below  the  lateral 
line,  those  above  it  more  or  less  confluent;  dorsal  fin  pale  bluish,  with  a 
submediau  gilt  band  and  a gilt  edging;  caudal  yellow,  faintly  barred ; 
anal  bluish,  with  a medium  yellowish  band;  ventrals  mesially  yellowish; 
pectorals  plain.  Length  6 inches.  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United 
States,  Cape  Cod  to  Cuba;  excessively  common  all  along  the  eastern  coast 
of  the  United  States  south  of  New  York,  and  on  the  Gulf  coast  as  far  west 
as  Pensacola;  too  small  to  be  much  used  as  food.  rhomb;  ei8o^, 

appearance.) 

Spams  rhomboides,  Linn.hus,  Sysl.Kat.,  Ed.  xii,  470, 1766,  Charleston.  (Coll.  Dr.  Garden.) 
Sargus  rhomboides,  Cuvier  «fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  68,  pi.  143,  1830; 
Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  i,  447, 1859. 

Biplodus  rhomboides,  Eigenmann  & Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1887,  66;  Jordan  & 
Fesler,  1.  c.,  518. 

555.  ARCHOSARGUS,  Gill. 

(Sheepsheads.) 

Archosargus,  Gill,  Canadian  Naturalist,  August,  1865  (probatocephahis) . 

Salema,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List,  390,1896  {unimaculatiis). 

Body  robust,  short  and  deep,  compressed,  covered  w ith  large  scales. 
Head  deep,  mouth  moderate,  the  jaws  with  broad  incisors  in  front  and 
coarse  molars  on  the  sides;  incisors  entire  or  with  a shallow  notch;  pos- 
terior nostril  slit-like ; opercles  entire.  Dorsal  and  anal  spines  strong,  the 
soft  parts  of  the  fin  short  and  rounded;  a procumbent  spine  before  the 
dorsal;  caudal  forked.  Gill  rakers  small.  Supraoccipital  and  temporal 
crests  coalescent  anteriorly,  both  disappearing  in  the  gibbous  interor- 
bital area;  frontal  bone  between  eyes  transversely  convex  and  more  or 
less  honeycombed;  temporal  crest  separated  from  occipital  crest  by  an 
excavated  area,  bounded  anteriorly  by  the  lateral  crest,  which  merges  into 
the  supraoccipital  above  eye.  This  genus,  like  Lagodon,  Sieuotomus,  and 
Otrynter,  which  show  the  same  character  of  the  procumbent  dorsal  spine, 
is  confined  to  American  waters.  There  are  two  color  types  in  the  genus, 
one  group  being  made  up  of  the  species  with  broad  black  crossbands,  the 
other  of  species  with  golden  streaks  and  inconspicuous  crossbands,  re- 
sembling the  species  of  Lagodon.  {apxo^,  chief;  6apyo<i,  Sargus,  an  old 
name  of  Diplodus.) 
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Salejla.  (Spanish  name) : 

a.  Occipital  crest  rather  thin,  its  honeycomb  structure  not  exposed.  Species  with 
streaks  of  steel-blue  and  golden,  the  dark  cross  hands  narrow,  disappearing  with 
age;  about  one-third  the  interspaces;  a black  humeral  spot. 

b.  Dorsal  spines  13 ; incisors  | on  each  side ; side  of  back  with  8 or  9 golden  streaks, 
which  are  narrower  than  the  metallic-blue  interspaces. 

c.  Scales  9-48-15 ; -pectoral  fin  not  quite  reaching  second  anal  spine ; body  rather 
deep  and  compressed.  Incisors  | on  each  side,  entire,  or  with  a shallow 
notch.  Fifth  dorsal  spine  highest,  2 to  2§  in  head;  second  anai  spine 
strong,  recurved,  2^  in  head.  Olivaceous,  silvery  below,  the  upper  parts 
with  golden  longitudinal  stripes  alternating  with  bluish  interspaces; 
humeral  spot  larger  than  eye.  unimaculatus,  1733. 

cc.  Scales  7 or  8-48-15;  i)ectoral  fin  reaching  second  anal  spine;  body  rather 
less  deep,  the  snout  a little  longer;  ventrals  shorter,  5 to  51  in  head; 
otherwi.se  essentially  as  in  the  preceding,  of  which  it  is  the  Pacific 
coast  representative,  pouktai.esii,  1734, 

hb.  Dorsal  spines  12;  incisors  § on  each  side.  Profile  with  a slight  depression  above 
the  eye ; second  anal  spine  much  longer  than  the  third.  Color  grayish,  belly 
white ; 8 golden  longitudinal  bands ; a bldck  shoulder  spot,  tridens,  1735. 

ARCHOSARGUS  : 

aa.  Occipital  crest  broad,  its  honeycomb  structure  plainly  exposed  at  its  upper  margin ; 
dorsal  spines  12 ; species  without  blue  or  golden  markings,  but  with  about  seven 
broad  black  cross  bands  crossing  the  body;  no  distinct  shoulder  spot.  Body 
much  compressed;  dorsal  outline  strongly  arched;  A^entral  outline  almost 
straight.  Profile  straight  and  steep  anteriorlj'.  Incisors  |,  entire  or  slightly 
emarginate,  .serrate  in  the  young;  molars  in  3 series  above,  in  2 below,  tho.se 
of  the  inner  series  larger,  those  behind  the  incisors  very  small.  Highest  dorsal 
spine  li  in  head;  second  anal  spine  about  twice  in  head,  much  longer  than 
third. 

d.  Incisors  broad,  their  breadth  about  half  their  length.  Scales  8-48-15. 

PROBATOCEPHALUS,  1736. 

dd.  Incisors  narrower,  their  breadth  2.^  in  their  length.  Scales  7-44-14. 

ARIES,  1737. 


Subgenus  SALEMA,  Jordan  &.  Evennann. 

1733.  ARCII0S.4UGUS  UXIM.VCUL.ITUS  (Bloch). 

(Salem  A.) 

Head  3^;  depth  2 to  2|;  eye  large,  to  4 = preorbital,  or  to  in 
interorbital  width.  D.  XIII,  10;  A.  Ill,  10  or  11;  scales  8 or  9-4.5  to  50-14 
to  16.  Body  rather  deep  and  compressed,  profile  rounded,  steep;  month 
moderate,  maxillary  not  reaching  front  of  orbit,  3 to  3i  in  head;  occipital 
crest  rather  thin,  its  honeycomb  structure  not  exposed.  Incisors  f on 
eacli  side,  entire,  or  with  a shallow  notch;  molars  3-rowed  above,  2-r()wed 
below;  gill  rakers  small,  about  6-}-8;  cheeks  with  5 rows  of  scales.  Fifth 
dorsal  spine  highest,  2 to  24  in  head;  second  anal  spine  strong,  recurved, 
2 to  2^  in  head;  pectorals  long,  reaching  to  anal  spines,  about  2|  in  body, 
ventrals  moderate,  4^  to  4,t  in  length  of  body,  not  nearly  reaching  vent. 
Olivaceous,  silvery  below,  the  upper  jiarts  with  golden  longitudinal  stripes 
alternating  with  bluish  interspaces;  a black  humeral  spot  larger  than 
eye.  West  Indies;  north  to  Key  West,  south  to  Rio  Janeiro,  very  common 
about  Key  West  and  Havana;  recorded  by  Gronow  from  South  Carolina, 
but  not  seen  by  us  from  localities  north  of  the  Florida  Keys,  {unimacti- 
latus,  having  1 spot.) 
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Salema,  Marcgbave,  Hist.  Pise.,  153, 1648,  Brazil. 

Bream,  Browne,  Jamaica,  446,  Ho.  1, 1756,  Jamaica. 

Perea  unimaculata,  Bloch,  Iclitliyologia,  pi.  308,  1792,  Brazil ; on  a figure  by  Prince 
Maurice. 

Spa^-us  salin,  LACEPiiDE,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  136, 1803;  based  on  xmimaculatus  of  Bloch. 
Sargus  humeri-maculatus,  Quoy  & Gaimard,  Voyage  Freyciuet,  Zool.,  297,  1825,  Rio 
Janeiro.  • 

Sargus  flavolineatus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  vi,  60,  1830,  Cuba;  Gun- 
ther, Cat.  FLsbes,  i,  446, 1859, 

Ggneedus  brama,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fisbes,  Ed.  Gray,  56, 1854,  South  Carolina. 

Sargus  caribceus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  197, 1860,  Cuba. 

Grammistes  unimaeulatus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Icbtli,,  184, 1801;  after  Bloch. 
Sargus  unimaculatus,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  vi,  62,  1830;  Gunther, 
Cat.  Fisbes,  i,  446,  1859;  Eigenmann  & Hughes,*  Proc.  H.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1887,  69. 
Diplodus  caribceus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  930,  1883. 

Diplodus  Jlavolineatus,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886,  42. 

Archosargus  unimaculatus,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  520. 

1734.  ARCHOSARGUS  POURTALESII  (Steindaebner). 

Head  3^;  depth  2|.  D.  XIII,  10;  A.  Ill,  10;  scales  7 or  8-48-15.  Pec- 
toral fill  reaching  second  anal  spine;  body  rather  less  deep,  the  snout  a 
little  longer;  ventrals  shorter,  5 to  5|-  in  head;  otherwise  essentially  as 
in  Archosargus  unimaculatus,  of  which  it  is  the  Pacific  coast  representa- 
tive. Galapagos  Islands,  rather  scarce,  one  specimen  obtained  by  the 
Albatross  on  Chatham  Island.  The  differences  between  the  our  tales  ii  and 
unimaculatus  are  very  slight,  and  might  be  ignored  were  it  not  for  the 
remote  and  restricted  habitat  of  the  Pacific  form.  (To  Louis  F.  de  Ponr- 
tales,  a friend  and  associate  of  Agassiz,  who  w^as  with  him  on  the  Hassler 
expedition,  by  which  this  fish  was  discovered.) 

Sargxis pourtalesii,  Steindachner,  Fisebe  Afrikas,  39,  1881,  Galapagos  Islands. 
Archosargus  pourtalesii,  Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1889,  186;  Jordan  & 
Fesler,  1.  c.,  521,  1893. 

1736.  ARCHOSARGUS  TRIDENS  (Poey). 

Head  more  than  4;  depth  2i%  in  total  length  with  caudal;  eye  in 
head,  1 in  snout.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  9;  maxillary  extending  to  a poin^ 
between  the  pupil  and  the  anterior  border  of  the  eye.  Incisors  f on  each 
side.  Profile  with  a slight  depression  above  the  eye;  second  anal  spine 
much  longer  than  the  third.  Color  grayish,  belly  white;  8 golden  longi- 


* Tbe  specimens  examined  by  Eigenmann  and  Hughes,  now  before  us,  differ  decidedly 
in  tbe  proportions,  tbe  color,  and  tbe  size  of  tbe  teetb ; but  while  tbe  differences  of  tbe 
extremes  are  very  marked,  tbe  intergradation  is  so  iierfect  that  no  tangible  specific  dis- 
tiuctions  can  be  inade  out.  We  have  only  tbe  deeiier  form  (Jlavolineatus)  from  Key  West, 
while  we  have  both  extremes  from  Havana.  So  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge  from  tbe 
figures  and  tbe  descriptions,  tbe  unimaculatxis  of  Bloch  & Schneider,  Cuvier  & Valen- 
ciennes, and  Jordan  & Gilbert,  tbe  caribceus  of  Poey,  and  the  humeri-maculatus  Quoy  & 
Gaimard,  represent  the  more  slender  form,  Avbile  tbe  Jlavolineatus  Cuvier  & Valenciennes 
represents  tbe  deeper  form.  Tbe  differences  of  tbe  extreme  forms  seem  to  be  these: 


The  deeper  form  (Jlavolineatus): 

Greatest  depth,  2 in  length. 

Ventral  outline  very  much  rounded. 
Distance  from  insertion  of  first  dorsal 
spine,  obliquely  to  snout,  IJ  in  depth. 
Teetb  about  ^ narrower  than  in  tbe  more 
slender  form. 

Body  more  compressed. 


The  more  slender  form  (unimaculatus): 
Greatest  depth,  2^  in  length. 

Ventral  outline  almost  straight. 
Distance  from  insertion  of  first  dorsal 
spine,  obliquely  to  snout,  1 in  depth. 
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tndinal  bands ; a black  shoulder  spot.  (Poey.)  Cuba;  known  only  from 
the  description  of  Poey.  Its  distinctive  characters  need  verification,  it 
being  possibly  an  abnormal  specimen  of  Archosargus  unimaculatus.  (tres, 
three;  dens,  tooth.) 

Sargus  tridens,  Poey,  Ennnmeratio,  57,  1875,  Cuba. 

Archosargus  tridens,  Eigenmann  & Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1887,  70;  Jordan  & 
Fesler,  Z.  c.,521,  1893. 


Subgenus  ARCHOSARGUS. 

1736.  ARCHOSARGUS  PROBATOCEPHALUS  (AValbaum). 

(Sheepshead;  Sargo  Raiado.) 

Head  3 to  3^;  depth  2 to  2|;  eye  placed  high,  4 in  head,  H in  interor- 
bital, li  in  suborbital.  D.  XII,  10  or  12;  A.  Ill,  10  or  11;  scales  8-48-15; 
mouth  large,  nearly  horizontal;  maxillary  2f  in  head;  incisors  f,  entire 
or  slightly  emarginate,  serrate  in  the  young,  broad,  their  breadth  about 
4 their  length;  molars  in  3 scries  above,  in  2 below;  those  of  the  inner 
series  larger,  those  behind  the  incisors  very  small,  gill  rakers  about 
3-f6.  Highest  dorsal  spine  1^  in  head;  dorsal  and  anal  spines  notably 
heteracanthous.  Caudal  not  deeply  forked ; second  anal  spine  about  2 in 
head,  much  longer  than  the  third;  ventrals  not  nearly  reaching  vent; 
pectorals  reaching  past  beginning  of  anal,  slightly  longer  than  head. 
Occipital  crest  broad,  its  honeycomb  structure  plainly  exposed  at  its 
upper  margin.  Color  grayish,  with  about  7 broad  black  cross  bands 
crossing  the  body,  these  most  distinct  in  young;  no  distinct  shoulder 
spot;  spines  silvery.  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United  States;  Cape 
Cod  to  Florida  Keys  and  Texas;  one  of  the  most  common  and  most  valu- 
able of  the  food-fishes  of  our  Atlantic  coast,  its  llesh  being  especially 
excellent  in  flavor.  {Ttpofiarov,  sheep;  nEcpaXi),  head.) 

Spams  (Sheepshead),  Schopf,  Schriften  der  Gesellsch.  Naturf.  Freunde,  vin,  152,  1788, 
New  York. 

Spams  probatocephalus,  Walbaum,  Artedi  Pise.,  295,  1792,  New  York;  based  on  Schopf. 
Spams  ovicephalus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  280,  1801,  New  York;  based  on 
Schopf. 

Sargus  ovis,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  N.  Y.,  i,  1814,  392,  pi.  2,  fig.  5,  New  York ; 

Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  53,  1830;  Gunther,  Cat.,  i,  447,  1859. 
Archosargus  probatocephalus,  Gill,  Cat.  Fish.  East  Coast  North  America,  27,  1873;  Jor- 
dan & Fesler,  1.  c.,  522,  1893. 

Diplodus  probatocephalus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  H.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  278;  Jordan 
&.  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  558,  1883. 

1737.  AROIIOSAIKJIIS  ARIES  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Head  34;  depth  2^.  1).  XII,  11;  A.  Ill,  10;  scales  7-44-14.  Incisors  nar- 

rower than  in  A.  probatocephalus,  their  breadth  24  in  tlieir  length.  Gray- 
ish with  about  6 dark  crossbars.  Otherwise  as  in  A.  prohatocephalus. 
Honduras  to  Brazil,  rather  rare;  known  from  Rio  .Janeiro,  Maracaibo,  and 
Belize;  only  tbe  original  type  seen  by  us.  It  would  appear  to  be  closely 
allied  to  A.  probatocephalus,  distiuguisbable  only  by  tlie  slightly  narrower 
teeth  and  possibly  larger  scales.  It  is  probably  to  be  regarded  as  a geo- 
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graphical  variety  or  southern  representative  of  the  common  sheepshead. 
(A7'ies,  the  ram.) 

Sargus  aries,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  vi,  58,  1830,  Rio  Janeiro;  Mara- 
caibo; Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  i,  449;  Gunther,  Fishes  Cent.  America,  386,  1864. 
Archosargvs  probatocephalus  aries,  Eigenmann  & Hughes,  Proc.  XJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1887, 69. 
Archosargtis  aries,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  522,  1893. 

556.  DIPLODUS,  Rafinesque. 

Diplodus,  Rafinesque,  Indice  d’Ittiologia  Siciliana,  54,  1810  (annularis). 

Sargus,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  1,  272,  1817  (sargus) ; name  preoccupied  in  Insects. 

Body  ohlong  or  ovate,  more  or  less  compressed,  the  hack  elevated; 
mouth  rather  small,  terminal,  low.  Incisors  broad,  truncate,  entire;  a 
series  of  smaller  teeth  behind  them.  Molar  teeth  mostly  in  2 or  3 rows. 
No  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines.  Scales  moderate.  Dorsal  spines  usually 
12,  strong,  depressible  in  a groove;  anal  spines  rather  strong.  Caudal  fin 
forked;  interhtemals  unmodified;  first  spine-bearing  iuterneural  without 
antrorse  spine  above;  skull  essentially  as  in  Archosargns,  the  frontal  bone 
more  cavernous.  Gill  rakers  short  and  slender.  Branchiostegals  6. 
Intestinal  canal  short;  pyloric  cmca  few.  Coloration  usually  silvery,  with 
a black  blotch  on  the  back  of  the  tail ; young  with  black  crossbars.  Car- 
nivorous species,  chiefly  Europeau ; valued  as  food.  The  genus  Diplodus 
differs  from  Archosargns  chiefly  in  the  absence  of  a procumbent  dorsal 
spine.  The  skull  in  Diplodus  resembles  that  of  Archosargns,  but  the 
cavernous  or  honeycombed  structure  of  the  interorbital  area  is  still  more 
prominent.  (diTr/Ido?,  double;  0501)5,  tooth,  from  the  two  forms  of  teeth.) 

a.  Scales  large,  about  56  in  lateral  line.  holbrookii,  1738. 

aa.  Scales  smaller,  62  to  65  in  lateral  line. 

h.  Eye  large,  3^  in  bead,  1 in  snout.  argenteus,  1739. 

bb.  Eye  smaller,  4^  in  bead,  1|  in  snout.  sargus,  1740. 

1738.  DIPLODUS  HOLBROOKII  (Bean). 

Head  ; depth  in  adult  2^;  eye  in  head,  14  in  snout,  or  If  in  pre- 
orbital. D.  XII,  14  or  15 ; A.  Ill,  13 ; scales  7-56-14.  Body  regularly  ellip- 
tical, moderately  compressed ; profile  regularly  rounded,  not  as  steep  as  in 
Diplodus  argenteus-,  mouth  large,  almost  horizontal;  maxillary  not  reach- 
ing front  of  eye,  3f  in  head;  incisors  |,  inserted  obliquely;  molars  in 
3 series  above  and 2 below;  gill  rakers  4 diameter  of  pupil,  about  7-j-14; 
longest  dorsal  spine  24  to  2f  in  head;  caudal  deeply  forked ; second  anal 
spine  little  larger  than  third,  34  in  head;  ventrals  reaching  half  way  to 
anal  fin;  pectorals  not  reaching  to  first  anal  spine,  34  in  body;  cheeks 
with  4 rows  of  scales ; steel-blue  above,  paler  below,  a broad  black  border 
on  the  operculum;  a black  spot  on  the  upper  part  of  base  of  pectoral;  a 
broad  black  bar  extending  across  caudal  peduncle  above.  South  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United  States;  Cape  Hatteras  to  Cedar  Keys; 
rather  common  as  far  north  as  Beaufort,  where  the  young  swarm  about 
the  wharves.  (Named  for  John  Edwards  Holbrook,  the  distinguished 
author  of  the  Ichthyology  of  South  Carolina.) 
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Sargus  holbrookii.  Bean,  Forest  and  Stream,  June  13, 1878,  Charleston  ; Bean,  Proc.  II.  S. 

Nat.  Mus.  1878,  198;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1878,  379. 

THplodtis  holbrookii,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  559;  Eigenmann  & Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S. 

Nat.  Mus.  1887,  72;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  534, 1893. 

Diplodus  caudimacula,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Sjmopsis,  559,  1883;  young;  not  catidunacula 
of  POEY. 

1739.  DIPLODUS  ARGENTEUS  (Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes). 

(Sargo.) 

Head  3i;  depth  1|;  eye  3^;  snout  3^.  D.  XII,  14;  A.  Ill,  13;  scales 
8-62-16.  Body  much  compressed;  dorsal  outline  notably  elevated;  profile 
almost  straight,  very  steep ; mouth  moderate,  almost  horizontal ; maxillary 
3|^ in  head ; incisors placed  as  in  J>.  liolhroolcii",  molars  in  3 or  4 series  above, 
2 or  3 below.  Longest  dorsal  spine  2^  in  head;  caudal  long,  forked; 
second  anal  spine  much  stouter  and  4 longer  than  third,  2f  in  head; 
ventrals  reaching  half  way  to  second  anal  ray;  pectorals  reaching  to  first 
anal  spine.  Steel-blue  above,  silvery  below  ; a blackish  border  on  the  oper- 
culum; a black  spot  on  the  upper  part  of  the  base  of  pectorals;  five  or 
six  very  narrow,  oblique  blackish  crossbars;  black  bar  not  extending 
entirely  across  caudal  peduncle.  West  Indies;  Florida  and  the  Bermudas 
south  to  Argentina;  here  described  from  a specimen  from  New  Smyrna, 
Florida,  obtained  by  Mr.  William  P.  Shannon,  the  only  record  for  the 
United  States.  The  tjqies  of  Sai-gas  argentens  in  the  Museum  at  Paris  are 
identified  as  belonging  to  the  same  species  as  the  types  of  Sargus  caudi- 
macula which  are  in  the  National  Museum,  (argenteus,  silvery.) 

Sargus  argenteus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  60, 1830,  Brazil;  Gunther, 
Cat.  Fislies,  i,  444;  Gunther,  Shore  Fishes,  5,  7, 1880. 

Sargus  caudimacula,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  198,  1860,  Cuba;  POEY,  Synopsis,  310, 1868. 
Diplodus  argenteus,  Eigenmann  <fc  Hughes,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1887,  73;  Jordan  & 
Fesler,  1.  c.,  524,  1893;  Berg,  Ann.  Mus.  Buenos  Aires  189.5,  50. 

1740.  DIPLODUS  SARGUS  (Linnaius). 

(Sargo.) 

Head  about  3^;  depth  about  2;  eye  in  head.  If  in  snout,  If  in  inter- 
orbital. D.  XI  or  XII,  12  to  15;  A.  Ill,  13  or  14;  scales  8-65-16;  pectoral 
2.f  in  body;  ventrals  4;  upper  caudal  lobe  3|;  second  anal  spine  3f  in 
head;  incisors  rather  broad,  implanted  obliquely;  3 or  4 series  of  molars 
above,  2 or  3 below;  crown  of  head  convex,  a protuberance  above  the 
anterior  angle  of  the  orbit;  preorbital  not  entirely  covering  maxillary; 
gill  rakers  short  and  thick,  about  6-f  11;  pectoral  fin  extending  to  origin 
of  anal,  ventrals  nearly  to  vent.  Color  silvery  or  shining  golden,  with 
many  narrow  longitudinal  dusky  stripes  (8  or  9 above  lateral  line,  15  or 
16  below),  and  with  4 or  5 narrow  blackish  crossbands,  the  first  between 
the  origin  of  the  dorsal  and  the  axil.  Coast  of  southern  Fairope;  once 
recorded  from  the  Bermudas  (Goode) ; known  to  us  only  from  descrip- 
tions in  the  American  fauna  on  the  record  of  Dr.  Goode.  Here  described 
from  a specimen  from  the  Canary  Islands.  (Eu.)  {Sdpyot^,  sargus,  the 
ancient  name  of  a species  of  this  genus.) 
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Sparus  sargus,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  278, 1758,  Mediterranean. 

Sargus  variegatus,  Lac^pede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  207,  1803,  Mediterranean;  Goode, 
Cat.  Eish.  Bermuda,  in  Am.  Jour.  Science  and  Arts  1877,  292. 

Sargus  rauctts,  Geoffroy  St.  Hilaire,  Descr.  de  I’Egypte,  Poiss.,  pi.  xviii,  fig.  i,  1813, 
Coast  of  Egypt. 

Sargus  rondeletii,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  14,  pi.  141, 1830,  Mediter- 
ranean. 

Sargus  vitula,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  48, 1830,  Mediterranean. 
Biplodus  sargus,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  525,  1893. 


Family  CLII.  M/ENID^. 

(The  Picarels.) 

Body  oblong  or  elongate,  covered  with  moderate  or  small  ciliated  scales ; 
mouth  moderate  or  small,  extremely  protractile,  the  spines  of  the  premax- 
illaries  extending  backtvard  to  the  occiput;  teeth  small  or  wanting,  all 
pointed;  no  incisors  or  molars;  dorsal  continuous  or  divided,  the  spines 
very  slender;  preopercle  entire;  intestine  short,  with  few  pyloric  cceca. 
Carnivorous  shore  fishes,  chiefly  of  the  Old  World.  In  the  form  of  the 
mouth  they  present  analogies  to  the  Gerruhv,  in  other  regards  they  closely 
resemble  the  Hcemulldcc.  Genera  4 or  5 ; sjiecies  about  25.  ( Pristipomaiidcc, 
1),  in  part,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  i,  386-396). 

Ma^nina?  : 

a.  Jaws  with  small  teeth;  dorsal  fin  nearly  continuous,  its  rays  XI,  11;  body  com- 
pressed ; scales  moderate.  Spicara,  557. 

Emmelichthyin.®  : 

aa.  Jaws  toothless;  dorsal  fins  2,  the  spines  very  slender,  12  to  14  in  number,  some 
of  them  free;  bodj'^  elongate;  lower  iiharyngeals  with  cardiform  teeth. 

Emmelichthys,  558. 


557.  SPICARA,  Rafinesque. 

Spicara,  Eafinesque,  Caratteri,  etc.,  51,  1810  (flexuosa= S7naris) . 

Smaris,  Cuvier,  Eegne  Animal,  Ed.  i,  269,  1817  (smarts) . 

Body  oblong,  compressed,  covered  with  moderate  or  small  ciliated  scales ; 
mouth  small,  extremely  protractile,  the  splines  of  the  maxillaries  extending 
backward  to  the  occiput;  vomer  without  teeth.  Dorsal  continuous  or 
nearly  so,  its  rays  XI,  11,  the  spines  very  slender ; preopercle  entire ; intes- 
tine short,  with  few  pyloric  cceca;  scales  60  to  70.  Shore  fishes  of  the  Old 
World;  one  of  them  on  doubtful  authority  ascribed  to  the  West  Indies. 
This  genus  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  Mediterranean  and  neighboring- 
waters.  (^Spicara,  a local  name  in  Sicily,  probably  from  spiea,  a spike.) 

1741.  SPICARA  MARTIMCA  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Closely  allied  to  the  European  species,  Spicara  smaris,  but  with  the 
body  rounded,  compressed,  the  suborbital  narrower  and  more  notched. 
Color  apparently  plain,  a small  black  spot  on  the  side.  D.  XII,  11;  A.  HI, 
9.  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes.)  West  Indies.  The  type  of  this  species,  4 
inches  long,  is  reputed  to  have  been  sent  to  Paris  by  Plee,  from  Martinicpie. 
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Very  likely  it  is  the  common  Euroi)ean  picarel,  Spicara  smarts  (L.),  and  it 
may  have  come  from  the  coasts  of  France.  Errors  of  locality  are  common 
in  musenms,  and  the  ‘‘Cabinet  du  Roi’’  has  not  been  exempt  from  them. 
(Name  from  Martinique.) 

Stnaris  martinicus,  Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  424,  1830,  Martinique. 
Spicara  martinica, 'Jordan  & Eesler,  1.  c.,  527,  1893. 


558.  EMMELICHTHYS,  Richardson. 

Emmelichthys,  Kichardson,  Voyage  Erebus  and  Terror,  Fishes,  47,  184(5  (nitidus). 
Erythrichthys,  Temminck  & Schlegel,  Fauna  Japonica,  Poiss.,  117,  1847  (schlegcli). 
Boxaodon,  Guichenot,  in  Gay,  Hist.  Chili,  ii,  208,  1847  (cyanescens). 

Dipterygonotus,  Bleeker,  Contr.  Ichth.  Celebes,  1848  {leucogrammicus). 

Inermia,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  193,  1860  (vittata). 

Body  elongate,  not  much  compressed,  covered  with  moderate  scales; 
head  long;  mouth  moderate,  oblique,  premaxillaries  excessively  protrac- 
tile; teeth  obsolete;  maxillary  broad,  scaly;  lower  jaw  projecting ; axil- 
lary scale  large,  preopercle  entire  or  serrulate;  opercle  ending  in  a point. 
Dorsal  fins  separate,  the  first  with  slender  8i)ines,  1 or  2 of  them  free 
from  membrane;  soft  dorsal  short  and  low,  naked,  with  a sheath  of  scales 
at  base;  both  fins  pointed  behind;  anal  sjiines  obscure;  caudal  widely 
forked.  Pyloric  cmca  few.  This  genus  contains  about  5 species,  bright 
colored  fishes,  inhabiting  rather  deeji  water  or  going  in  schools  in  the  open 
seas.  The  sjiecies  are  not  well  known,  and  each  one  of  them  has  been 
made  the  type  of  a distinct  genus  by  authors  not  acquainted  with  related 
forms.  We  are  not  (juite  certain  that  Emmelichthys  is  prior  to  Erythrich- 
thys, nor  are  we  sure  that  but  one  genus  of  Emmelichthyina;  should  be 
recognized.  Our  species,  called  Inermia  (inermis,  unarmed),  agrees  with 
Emmelichthys  in  having  a rounded  preopercle,  that  of  Erythrichthys  being 
nearly  a right  angle.  Erythrichthys  has  larger  scales  and  a very  broad, 
scaly  maxillary.  Emmelichthys  has  the  maxillary  moderate,  while  in 
Inermia  it  is  figured  as  narrow.  (fV,  within ; jneXa^,  black ; fish. ) 

Subgenus  INERMIA,  Poey. 

1742.  EMMELICHTHYS  VITTATUS  (Poey). 

(Boga.  ) 

Head  4;  depth  4f ; eye  in  head;  snout  3.  D.  XI,  III-I,  10;  A.  Ill,  9; 
scales  100.  Vertebne  124-14.  Body  slender,  fusiform,  back  rounded,  the 
section  of  the  body  forming  an  oval  of  which  the  small  diameter  is  f the 
large.  Maxillary  narrow,  not  wider  than  pupil,  extending  beyond  front 
of  eye,  about  2^  in  head;  jaws  subequal;  premaxillary  processes  very 
long;  jaws  without  teeth;  pharyngeal  teeth  present;  preorbital  moderate, 
^ diameter  of  eye;  jireopercle  with  its  vertical  limb  entire,  the  angle 
with  flat,  thin  serrsc,  the  outline  rounded,  the  bone  cavernous  anteriorly ; 
lower  jaw  not  cavernous;  opercle  with  a rough  point;  nostrils  small, 
placed  high ; lower  jaw  without  pores ; lateral  line  with  a slight  keel  jms- 
teriorly.  Body  everywhere  with  small  scales  except  on  tip  of  snout; 
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dorsal  fins  slender;  pectoral  short,  \\  in  head;  ventrals  moderate,  with 
axillary  scales;  vertical  fins  withont  scales  except  the  sheath  at  base; 
caudal  deeply  forked,  nearly  as  long  as  head,  the  angles  pointed.  Color 
greenish,  hlnish-white  below;  snout  yellowish;  a broad  band  of  green 
tinged  with  yellow  from  eye  to  tail;  three  similar  bauds  on  back,  the 
median  one  most  distinct  and  most  regular;  dorsals  pale  yellow;  caudal 
dusky  violet,  the  borders  i)ale;  pectoral  rosy;  ventrals  and  anal  white. 
Cmca  5;  air  bladder  very  small.  Length  8 inches.  Havana  (Poey.) 
Very  rare,  but  occasionally  visiting  the  coast  of  Cuba  in  great  schools  in 
December,  {vittatus,  striped.) 

Inennia  vittata,  Poey,  Meinorias,  ii,  193, 1860,  Havana. 

Emmelichthys  vittatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  320, 1868. 

Erythrichthys  vittatus,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  49, 1875 ; Jordan  <fc  Fesler,  1.  c.,  528, 1893. 

Family  CLIII.  GERRIILE. 

(The  Mo.tarras.) 

Body  oblong  or  elevated,  compressed,  covered  with  large,  smooth  scales; 
lateral  line  continuous,  concurrent  with  the  back;  mouth  moderate, 
extremely  protractile,  descending  when  protruded,  the  spines  of  the  j)re- 
maxillary  extending  to  above  eye,  closing  a deep  groove  in  the  top  of  head; 
maxillary  without  supplemental  bone,  not  slipping  under  the  very  narrow 
preorbital,  its  surface  silvery,  like  the  rest  of  the  head;  base  of  mandible 
scaly,  a slit  between  it  and  the  preorbital  to  permit  its  free  motion ; both 
jaws  with  slender,  villiform  teeth;  no  incisors,  canines,  nor  molars;  no 
teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  preopercle  entire  or  serrate;  sides  of  head 
scaly;  nostrils  double,  round;  pseiidobranchije  concealed;  gill  rakers  short, 
broad;  gill  membranes  separate,  free  from  the  isthmus;  dorsal  fin  single, 
continuous  or  deeply  notched,  the  spinous  and  soft  portions  about  equally 
developed,  with  a scaly  sheath  along  the  base;  dorsal  spines  usually  9 or 
10;  anal  usually  with  3 spines,  the  soft  portion  of  the  fin  similar  to  the 
soft  dorsal  but  shorter;  ventral  fins  thoracic,  I,  5,  rather  close  together, 
slightly  behind  pectorals : branchiostegals  6;  lower  pharyngeal  bones  close 
together,  often  appearing  to  bo  united,  the  teeth  blunt;  air  bladder  pres- 
ent; pyloric  coeca  rudimentary ; vertebra}  10+14=24.  Oviparous.  Genera 
6 or  8;  sx)ecies  about  40.  Carnivorous  fishes  of  moderate  or  small  size 
inhabiting  the  tropical  seas.  They  differ  considerably  in  form  and  in 
development  of  spines,  but  the  intergradations  are  very  perfect,  so  that 
but  for  the  osteological  peculiarities  of  certain  sjiecies  all  might  be  placed 
in  one  genus.*  The  larger  species  are  used  as  food  and  are  of  excellent 
flavor.  {Gerridw,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  252-264,  1862.) 

a.  Dorsal  fin  coiitinuous,  deeply  notched. 

6.  Second  interhfcmal  spine  singularly  developed,  as  a hollow  cylinder,  compara- 
tively short  and  mnch  expanded,  the  posterior  end  of  the  air  bladder  enter, 
ing  its  cavity;  preopercle  and  preorbital  entire;  anal  spines  3,  the  second 
not  mucli  enlarged.  Etcinostomus,  559. 


*ror  descriptions  and  complete  synonymy  of  the  species  of  this  family  see  paper  by 
Evermann  Meek  in  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1886,  256-272. 
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65.  Second  interhaemal  spine  normally  developed,  not  hollow,  the  air  bladder  not 
entering  it. 

c.  Second  interhaemal  spine  very  short,  bluntish;  anal  spines  2,  both  small; 

preopercle  and  preorbital  entire.  trL.®:MA,  560. 

cc.  Second  interhaemal  spine  long,  spear-shaped ; anal  spines  2 or  3,  the  second 
enlarged. 

d.  Preopercle  entire;  second  anal  spine  moderate.  Xyst^ma,  561. 
dd.  Preopercle  serrate;  second  anal  spine  much  enlarged.  Gerres,  562. 


559.  EUCINOSTOMUS,  Baird  & Girard. 

(Mo.tarritas.) 

Eucinostonms,  Baird  & Girard,  Ninth  Smith.  Eeport  1855,  20  (argente\is) . 

Interliasmal  bone  of  the  second  anal  spine  greatly  modified,  expanded 
into  a hollow  cylinder,  into  which  the  posterior  end.  of  the  air  bladder 
enters.  Preopercle  and  preorbital  entire ; body  comparatively  elongate, 
subelliptical  in  form;  anal  spines  3;  the  second  anal  spine  and  fourth 
dorsal  spine  not  greatly  enlarged.  Species  numerous  in  warm  seas,  re- 
markable for  the  structure  of  the  second  interhiemal,  which  is  formed 
somewhat  as  in  Calamus,  but  much  more  modified  than  in  the  latter  genus. 
(ev,  well;  Kiveoo,  to  move;  6r6ua,  mouth.) 

a.  Premaxillary  groove  wholly  naked,  linear  or  semioval,  sometimes  constricted  at 
base,  but  never  scaled;  anal  rays  III,  7. 

5.  Eye  very  large,  its  diameter  much  greater  than  length  of  snout,  2f  in  length  of 
head.  Exposed  portion  of  maxillary  small,  triangular;  premaxillary  groove 
linear.  DOWi,  1743. 

55.  Eye  moderate,  usually  more  than  3 in  head,  its  diameter  about  equal  to  length 
of  snout.  Exposed  iiortion  of  maxillary  triangular  in  front,  oblong  behind, 
c.  Body  elongate,  the  back  little  elevated;  greatest  depth  3J  to  3^  in  length. 

Anal  spines  small,  the  second  4^  in  length  of  head,  pseudogula,  1744. 
cc.  Body  more  compressed,  deeper,  the  back  more  elevated;  greatest  depth 
2f  in  length. 

d.  Snout  blunt;  eye  large,  scarcely  3 in  head;  second  anal  spine  large, 
2§  to  3^  in  head ; premaxillary  groove  linear,  harengulus,  1745. 
dd.  Snout  less  blunt;  eye  not  so  large,  more  than  3 in  head;  second  anal 
spine  shorter,  3^  to  4j^  in  head ; the  premaxillary  groove  becom- 
ing broader  with  age,  linear  in  the  young;  spinous  dorsal  black 
at  tip,  especially  in  the  young.  californiensis,'1746. 

aa.  Premaxillary  groove  scaled  in  front,  the  scales  leaving  a naked  pit  behind.  Depth 
2g  in  length;  head  3 to  3J  in  length  of  body.  Second  anal  spine  about  3^  in 
head.  gula,  1747. 

1743.  EUCINOSTOMUS  DOAVI  (Gill). 

Head  3J;  depth  3;  eye  larue,  2|  in  bead;  snout  3|,  and  interorbital  3^ 
in  bead;  scales 5-45-10.  Body  ratber  slender,  compressed,  elliptical,  back 
little  elevated,  bead  flat,  with  a slight  depression  above  front  of  orbit. 
Maxillary  triangular  and  small,  the  width  at  the  posterior  end  being  ^ the 
length,  which  is  about  | diameter  of  eye,  also  ^ length  of  second  dorsal 
spine.  Preorbital  and  preopercle  entire.  Second  and  third  dorsal  spines 
about  equal,  the  third,  perhaps,  slightly  longer.  If  in  head,  all  weak  and 
flexible.  Second  anal  spine  relatively  strong,  third  weaker,  but  slightly 
longer,  2f ; base  of  anal  to  in  length  of  head;  least  depth  of  caudal 
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peduncle  in  head ; pectorals  about  | length  of  head,  their  tips  reaching 
vent  ; ventrals  If  in  head,  reaching  about  I distance  to  vent.  Premaxillary 
groove  narrow,  usually  linear  and  naked,  and  not  extending  quite  to  the 
vertical  of  center  of  pupil.  Color  silvery,  with  bluish  rellections,  darker 
above  lateral  line;  tips  of  spinous  dorsal  black;  ventrals  dusky;  a black 
supraorbital  spot;  caudal  dusky;  body  covered  with  A^ery  hue  dark  punc- 
tulatioiis.  Length  3 to  6 inches.  The  specimens  here  described  from 
Panama.  Pacihc  coast  of  tropical  America;  Galapagos  Islands;  Panama. 
Specimens  very  similar  have  been  taken  at  Key  West  and  Havana,  but 
these  may  be  referable  to  Eucinostomus  harengulus,  (Named  for  Capt. 
John  M.  Dow.) 

Diapterus  dowi,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  162,  Panama.  (Coll.  Dow.) 

Gerres  dowi,  Evermann  & Meek,  in  part,  1.  c.,  259. 

1744.  EUCIXOSTOxUUS  I’SEUDOOULA,  Poey. 

HeadS^toSJ;  depth  3^;  eye  3^  in  head;  snout  3^;  interorbital  width 
3,1.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  5-49-9.  Body  elongate,  elliptical,  not 
much  compressed;  back  little  elevated;  prohle  evenly  convex;  top  of  head 
little  convex;  mouth  rather  small,  end  of  maxillary  reaehing  slightly 
past  vertical  from  front  of  orbit ; length  of  maxillary  3^  in  length  of  head, 
its  exposed  portion  nearly  triangular  and  about  \ length  of  head,  its 
greatest  width  4 its  greatest  length;  iireorbital  and  preopercle  entire; 
snout  not  much  pointed,  conical;  cheeks  each  with  3 rows  of  scales;  7 gill 
rakers  below  the  angle.  Dorsal  spines  all  Aveak  and  flexible;  second  and 
third  subequal,  in  length  of  head;  base  of  anal  2 in  length  of  head, 
spines  small,  the  second  the  stronger,  its  length  4^  in  length  of  head,  about 
equal  in  length  to  third  spine  or  slightly  shorter ; least  depth  of  caudal 
peduncle  3 in  length  of  head;  tips  of  pectoral  flns  reaching  vent,  their 
length  about  3|  in  length  of  body ; ventrals  in  head,  their  tips  reaching 
f distance  to  vent;  premaxillary  grooA^e  long,  linear  and  free  from  scales. 
Color  greenish  aboA^e,  with  bluish  reflections,  silvery  below;  snout  black- 
ish; tips  of  spinous  dorsal  black;  pectorals  pale;  dusky  in  axil;  ventrals 
and  anal  pale;  caudal  reddish.  Length  2f  to  7 inches.  Here  described 
froiq  specimens  from  HaA-ana.  West  Indies  to  Brazil,  not  rare;  Bermudas; 
Cuba;  St.  Lucia;  Bahia.  {ipEvdrji,  false;  gula.) 

Eucinostomus  psendogida,  Poet,  Eniimeratio,  53,  pi.  1,  1875,  Havana. 

Gerres  jonesi,  Gunther,  Ann.  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.,  iii,  1879,  150  and  389,  Bermudas. 

Gerres  pseudogula,  Evermann  & Meek,  1.  c.,  260. 

1745.  EUCINOSTOMUS  HARENGULUS,  Goode  & Bean. 

Head  3i  to  34;  depth  3 to  3,^.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  111,7;  P.  15;  V.  1,5;  C. 
-j-17-f . Scales  5-44-10;  diameter  of  eye  exceeding  length  of  snout,  3 times 
in  the  length  of  the  head,  and  equaling  width  of  interorbital  space;  the 
groove  for  the  processes  of  the  intermaxillaries  naked;  gill  rakers  small, 
about  4 -{-7;  free  portion  of  tail  longer  than  high;  least  height  of  tail 
equaling  length  of  sixth  dorsal  spine;  third  dorsal  spine  longest,  its 
length  twice  in  height  of  body  and  equaling  length  of  head  without  post- 
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orbital  portion;  last  dorsal  spine  equaling  length  of  second  anal,  about 
equaling  length  of  snout,  and  about  f as  long  as  the  third ; first  dorsal  ray 
fully  li  times  as  long  as  first  dorsal  spine;  second  anal  spine  stronger  and 
shorter  than  third,  its  length  3|  in  length  of  head ; third  anal  spine  con- 
tained times  in  length  of  head ; caudal  forked,  its  length  slightly  less 
than  length  of  head,  and  very  little  greater  than  length  of  pectoral ; the 
pectoral  reaching  to  the  perpendicular  through  origin  of  soft  dorsal;  ven- 
tral half  as  long  as  head ; vent  under  the  second  ray  of  the  soft  dorsal. 
The  back  with  a slight  tawny  hue,  interrupted  as  it  blends  with  the  white 
of  the  sides  by  5 or  6 indistinct  scollopy  incursions  of  the  body  color,  giv- 
ing the  upper  part  of  the  side  of  the  fish  a marbled  appearance.  (Goode 
& Bean.)  Atlantic  coast  of  tropical  America,  common;  known  from 
western  Florida,  Key  West,  Jamaica,  Santo  Domingo  and  Bahia,  (dimin- 
utive of  liarengus,  herring.) 

Eucinostomus  harenguliis,  Goope  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1879,  132,  West  Florida. 

(Type,  No.  5145,  TJ.  S.  N.  M.  Coll.  Kaiser  & Martin.) 

Gerres  harengulus*  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  581. 

1746.  EUCINOSTOMUS  C.VLIFORMEXSIS  (Gill). 

(Mojarra  Cantile5?a.) 

Head  3^;  depth  2^  to  24;  eye  not  very  large,  its  diameter  31  in  head; 
snout  3^  in  head.  Dorsal  IX,  10;  A.  111,7.  Scales  5-45-9.  Body  ellip- 
tical, compressed,  back  moderately  elevated ; anterior  profile  little  convex, 
not  very  steep ; snout  rather  pointed,  mouth  moderate,  maxillary  reaching 
almost  to  vertical  from  front  of  orbit,  its  length  3 in  length  of  head;  ex- 
posed portion  of  maxillary  triangular  in  front,  oblong  behind,  its  width  . 
2 in  its  length,  which  is  4J  in  length  of  head;  preorbibal  and  preopercle 
entire;  premaxillary  groove  long,  linear  and  naked  in  young  specimens 
(gracilis),  becoming  in  older  examples  (califoruiensis)  more  or  less  oval 
and  sometimes  forming  a rounded  pit.  In  the  cranium  the  groove  is 
always  linear,  this  variation  being  due  to  changes  in  the  flesh  and  skin. 
Gill  rakers  small  and  weak,  7 below  the  angle.  Dorsal  spines  weak  and 
flexible,  the  longest  4f  to  2^^  head ; ventral  fins  short,  their  tips  reach- 
ing about  hallway  to  anal,  their  length  1|  in  head;  pectorals  slender,  their 
tips  reaching  beyond  vent;  length  of  pectorals  about  equal  to  head;  ven- 
trals  and  caudal  mostly  covered  with  small  scales;  other  fins  naked. 
Color  in  life  silvery,  greenish  above;  snout  and  upper  part  of  caudal 
dusky;  spinous  dorsal  punctate  at  base,  usuallj’^  abruptly  black  at  tip, 
especially  in  the  young ; the  dark  areas  separated  by  a transparent  hori- 
zontal bar,  these  markings  wanting  in  some  specimens,  perhaps  females; 
soft  dorsal  punctate;  caudal  with  a faint  dusky  margin;  ventrals  pale. 

* In  the  paper  on  thi.s  genus  by  Everrnann  & Meek  (Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1886, 261), 
Gerres  harengulus,  as  represented  by  specimens  from  Florida  and  Cuba,  was  referred  to 
the  synonymy  of  the  west  coast  Eucinostomus  gracilis  (calif orniensis) . The  two  species 
are  very  closdy  related.  A comparison  of  specimens  shows  that  harengulus  has  a blunter 
snout,  somewhat  larger  eye,  and  larger  anal  spines  than  calif  orniensis.  Eye  24  in  head; 
snout  3J;  second  anal  spine  2f  to  3^  in  head  in  harengulus  from  Key  West  (3J,  3J,  4^  in 
calif  orniensis  from  Guaymas).  It  is,  however,  not  always  possible  to  distinguish  haren- 
gulus, pseudogula,  gracilis,  californiensis  and  dotvi,  and  perhaps  all  may  prove  to  be 
varieties  of  one,  E.  californiensis. 

3030 9 
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Length  3 to  8 inches.  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico;  excessively  common  in 
shallow  hays,  and  entering  streams;  known  from  Guaymas  and  Cape  San 
Lucas  to  Panama;  once  taken  at  San  Diego. 

Diapterus  calif orniensis*  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  ISTat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  245,  Cape  San  Lucas. 
(Coll.  Xantus. ) 

Diapterus  gracilis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1862,246,  Cape  San  Lucas.  (Coll. 
Xantus.) 

Ger res  cinereu8,i  xar.  nov.,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  Amer.  Xaturalist,  Feb.,  1891,  155, 
San  Diego.  (Coll.  Eigenmann.) 

Gerres gracilis,  Evermann  <fc  Meek,  1.  c.,  261. 

Gerres  californiensis,  Evermanx  & Meek,  1.  c.,  263. 

Eucinostomus  californiensis,  t Jordan,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  469. 

1747.  EUCIXOSTOMUS  GUL.i  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes) . 

(Silver  Jenny;  Mojarra  de  Ley;  Petite  Gueule.) 

Head  3|;  depth  2|;  eye  3 in  head;  snout  3|;  interorhital  width  3.  D. 
IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  5-42-9.  Body  elliptical,  compressed,  hack  moder- 
ately elevated,  mouth  small;  end  of  maxillary  reaching  slightly  past 
vertical  Irom  front  margin  of  orbit;  exposed  portion  of  maxillary  nearly 
oblong,  its  width  about  2 in  its  length,  which  is  from  4 to  5 in  the  length 
of  the  head;  preorbital  and  preopercle  entire.  Gill  rakers  small  and  weak, 
7 below  the  angle;  premaxillary  groove  scaled  in  front,  the  posterior  part 
naked,  forming  a sort  of  pit;  longest  dorsal  spine  in  head;  second  anal 
spine  shorter  and  stronger  than  third,  its  length  about  3^  in  head;  ventrals 
reaching  nearly  to  A'ent,  their  length  If  in  length  of  head;  pectorals 
reaching  front  of  anal,  their  length  about  3 in  length  of  body.  Second 
. interhiemal  hollow  and  enlarged.  Color  silvery,  greenish,  darker  above; 
no  distinct  longitudinal  lines  except  in  very  young;  upper  margin  of 
spinous  dorsal  more  or  less  black;  dorsal  and  anal  fins  dusky,  other  fins 


*Tbe  following  is  the  substance  of  Dr.  Gill’s  description  of  E.  californiensis : 

HeadSi;  depth  2^  in  young.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  8.  Scales  6-44-13.  Caudal  peduncle 
slender  and  attenuated  at  middle.  The  diameter  of  eye  2f  times  (.09)  in  head ; snout  3^. 
Interorhital  area  flattened,  groove  for  the  posterior  processes  of  premaxillaries  broad, 
scaleless,  semioval,  and  reaching  vertical  of  ends  of  maxillaries,  exposed  portions  of  max- 
illaries  convex  above,  semicordate,  twice  as  long  as  broad.  Lateral  line  sigmoidally 
curved.  Second  and  third  dorsal  spines  nearly  equal,  5J  in  body,  1|  in  head,  nearly  twice 
as  long  as  last  spine.  Third  anal  spine  larger  than  second,  shorter  than  last  dorsal  one, 
and  4 in  head.  Caudal  ^ longer  than  head,  equaling  pectorals,  and  twice  as.  long  as 
ventrals.  Color  silverj-,  with  steel-blue  reflections  above;  the  tins  immaculate.  (Gill.) 

t A specimen  taken  at  San  Diego  and  recorded  by  Dr.  Eigenmann  as  “ Gerres  cinerevs,  var. 
nov.,”  seems  tohelong  to  Ettcinostomus  californiensis.  Head3f;  depth2§:  scales  6-45-10; 
eye  equal  to  interorhital  space,  5 in  head ; maxillary  just  reaching  front  of  eye ; predorsal 
d'i.stance  2J  in  length ; caudal  tin  slightly  longer  than  head,  second  anal  spine  short,  about 
3|  in  head;  ventral  fins  1^  in  head.  Dark  })unctulations  everywhere,  except  on  A*entral 
surface;  no  dark  lateral  bars : upper  portion  of  spinous  dorsal  fin  blackish;  all  the  fins 
finely  punctate,  the  pectorals  least  so;  a dark-blue  axillary  spot.  Length  about  7 inches. 
San  Diego.  (Eigenmann.) 

I Eucinostomus  californiensis  is  generally  common  along  the  west  coast  of  Mexico, 
from  Guaymas  to  Panama.  It  is  probabl3^  however,  not  found  in  the  West  Indies,  .he 
closely  related  Eucin ostomus  harengulus  being  apparently  a difi'erent  .species.  The  .“peci- 
mens  called  californiensis  by  Gill,  having  the  premaxillary  groove  semioval  or  U-shaped, 
seem  to  represent  the  adult  of  this  species.  Those  called  gracilis,  with  the  premaxillary 
groove  linear,  are  the  young  or  half  grown.  Still  others,  especially  adults,  have  the 
premaxillary  groove  round,  forming  a pit,  and  every  intermediate  character  may  be  found. 
At  first  we  thought  it  possible  to  separate  californiensis  and  gracilis  as  distinct  species. 
The  careful  reexamination  of  some  200  specimens  leaves  us  wholly  unable  to  separate 
them,  as  all  grades  of  variation  occur.  Apparent^’  the  premaxillary  groove  is  linear  in 
the  young,  growing  broader  with  age,  but  the  changes  very  irregular.  The  name  Eucino- 
stomus calif orniensislms  priority  over  E.  gracilis”.  (Jordan.) 
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pale.  The  form  of  this  species  resembles  that  of  Eucinostomus  calif orni- 
ensis,  but  the  body  is  always  less  elongate  than  in  the  latter.  The  form  of 
its  premaxillary  groove,  differing  from  that  of  any  other  species,  affords 
the  best  character  for  distinction.  Carolina  to  Brazil,  the  young  ranging 
north  to  Woods  Hole;  excessively  common  everywhere  in  shallow  water 
and  on  sandy  shores,  as  is  its  congener  calif orniensis  in  the  Pacific.  It 
reaches  a length  of  4 or  5 inches,  and  is  used  only  for  bait.  The  only  spe- 
cies ranging  far  northward,  (gula,  throat;  from  the  common  name  Petite 
flueule  at  Martinique.) 

Gerres  gula,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  464, 1830,  Martinique;  Gunther, 
Cat.  Fishes,  i,  346,  1859,  and  iv,  255,  1862;  Evermann  & Meek,  1.  c.,  264. 

Eucinostomus  argenteus,  Baird  & Girard,  Ninth  Smith.  Keport  1855,  345,  Beesley  Point, 
New  Jersey.  (Coll.  Baird.) 

Eucinostomus  gulula,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  54,  pi.  2,  1875,  Havana. 

Diapterus  homonymus,  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  XJ.  S.  Nat.  Mns.  1879,  340,  Clearwater  Har- 
bor, Florida.  (Type,  No.  23639.  Coll.  Dr.  Velie.) 

Gerres  argenteus  and  homonymus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  584. 

560.  ULiEMA,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

jjla’ma,  JORDAN  & Evermann,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  471  (lefroyi). 

This  genus  is  close  to  Eucinostomus,  from  which  it  differs  in  the  form  of 
the  second  interhajiiial,  which  is  short,  bluntish,  and  not  hollowed  out. 
The  single  known  species  is  slender  in  form,  with  weak  spines,  the  anal 
fin  having  but  2.  (odAos;  entire;  aiua,  blood,  for  iiiterhaimal,  the 
interhiemal  being  entire  and  not  cup-shaped  at  its  upper  end.) 

1748.  UL.EMA  LEFROYI  (Goode). 

Head  3A  to  3^;  depth  3f;  eye  large,  2f  in  head;  snout  3^;  interorbital 
width  3 ; scales  5-47-9.  D.  IX,  10.  A.  II,  8.  Body  elongate,  elliptical,  not 
very  strongly  compressed ; back  little  elevated;  snout  conical,  not  much 
pointed;  mouth  small,  end  of  maxillary  reaching  scarcely  beyond  vertical 
from  anterior  margin  of  orbit,  its  length  3 in  length  of  head,  exposed  por- 
tion nearly  triangular,  its  greatest  width  2 in  its  length,  which  is  5 in 
length  of  head;  top  of  head  flattish ; premaxillary  groove  long,  linear  and 
naked;  gill  rakers  weak,  small,  7 or  8 below  the  angle;  dorsal  spines  ail 
weak  and  flexible,  second  and  third  subequal,  A iu  length  of  head,  upper 
margin  of  the  fin  concaA  e;  second  anal  sjiine  moderate,  its  length  4 in 
head;  least  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  3|  in  length  of  head.  Color  silvery, 
darker  above,  everywhere  with  fine  dusky  punctulations  and  traces  of 
cross  bars;  top  of  spinous  dorsal  black;  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  dusky; 
ventrals  and  pectorals  paler,  but  with  dusky  punctulations;  axil  dusky; 
a dark  spot  on  supraorbital;  suout  dusky;  no  distinct  stripes  along  rows 
of  scales.  Length  2 to  8 inches.  Well  distinguished  from  Eucinostomus 
pseudognla  and  other  related  species  by  the  presence  of  but  2 anal  spines, 
a character  which  reappears  in  the  very  different  species,  Gerres  rhomheus. 
A much  more  marked  character,  however,  is  found  in  the  small,  solid  in- 
terhsemal,  which  is  wholly  unlike  that  of  Eucinostomus.  West  Indies,  on 
sand^  shores, north  to  Cedar  Keys;  known  from  the  Bermudas,  Cuba,  Key 
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West,  and  Cedar  Keys.  (Named  for  ^‘Maj.  Gen.  J.  H.  Lefroy,  F.  R.  S.,  gov- 
ernor of  the  Bermudas,  a gentleman  of  well-known  scientific  attainments 
and  reputation,  who  while  doing  so  much  for  the  social  and  political  wel- 
fare of  the  islands  is  also  taking  an  active  part  in  the  development  of  the 
Natural  History.”  Goode.) 

Diapterus  lefroyi,  Goode,  Amer.  Jour.  Sci.  and  Arts  1874, 123,  Bermudas ; Evermann  & 
Meek,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1886, 259. 

Eucinostomus  productiis,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  55,  1875;  and  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  Y. 
1876,  Havana. 

Eucinostomus  lefroyi,  Goode,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  v,  39, 1876. 


561.  XYST.®MA,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

(Mojarras  Blancas.) 

Xystcema,  Jordan  <fe  Evermann,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  471  (cinereus). 

This  genus  differs  from  Gcrres  in  having  the  preopercle  entire.  The 
body  is  compressed,  but  not  greatly  elevated,  and  the  second  anal  and 
fourth  dorsal  spines  are  less  enlarged  than  in  Gerres.  The  second  inter- 
haemal  is  long  and  spear-shaped,  not  hollow,  and  not  receiving  the  air 
bladder,  its  structure  as  in  Gerres.  One  species,  widely  distributed, 
shaft  of  a spear;  aljua,  blood,  for  interhjemal.) 

1749.  XYSTEMA  CINEREUM  (Walbaum). 

(Mojarra  de  Casta  ; Mojarra  Blanca  ; Broad  Shad.) 

HeadS^;  depth  2^  to  2|;  ey6  about  in  head;  snout  3^;  iuterorbital 
width  3^;  scales  6-45-10.  Body  compressed,  elongate,  back  moderately 
elevated,  the  dorsal  profile  being  evenly  convex;  mouth  moderate,  the 
maxillary  extending  but  slightly  beyond  the  vertical  at  anterior  margin 
of  orbit,  its  exposed  portion  triangular  in  form  and  twice  as  long  as  wide, 
its  length  being  contained  five  times  in  that  of  the  head;  preorbital  and 
preopercle  entire ; premaxillary  groove  broad  and  free  from  scales ; gill 
rakers  weak,  7 below  the  angle;  distance  from  end  of  snout  to  dorsal  fin 
2^  in  length  of  body;  second  dorsal  spine  longest,  about  1^  in  head  and 
not  much  stronger  than  the  others;  all  the  dorsal  spines  are  weak  and 
flexible ; general  outline  of  the  upper  margin  of  the  spinous  dorsal  falcate ; 
second  and  third  anal  spines  subequal,  second  2f  to  2f  in  length  of  head, 
the  pectorals  scarcely  reaching  anal,  their  length  being  contained  3 times  in 
that  of  body;  ventrals  contained  If  times  in  head,  and  scarcely  reaching 
the  vent.  Color  silvery,  with  bluish  reflections  above;  sides  with  7 or  8 
broken,  bluish  vertical  bars,  about  equaling  pupil  in  width,  most  distinct 
in  life,  and  present  at  all  ages;  no  dark  stripes  along  scales;  dorsal  and 
caudal  fins  dusky;  other  fins  pale;  ventrals  with  a few  dark  punctula- 
tions;  axil  dark;  eye  white;  spinous  dorsal  and  ventrals  golden  in  life. 
Length  12  to  15  inches.  Both  coasts  of  tropical  America,  and  the  West 
Indies,  north  to  southern  Florida  and  Lower  California;  generally  com- 
mon in  waters  of  moderate  depth;  entering  rivers;  a good  fish  of  con- 
siderable importance,  being  much  larger  in  size  than  species  of  Gerres. 
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Known  from  Havana;  Jamaica;  Martinique;  Bahamas;  Barbados;  Flor- 
ida Keys;  Mazatlan;  Rio  Presidio ; Guatemala ; Panama;  Chiapas,  (ciwe- 
ashy  gray.) 

Turdus  dnereuf  peltatus  (the  Shad),  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Carolinas,  etc.,  1731,  Bahamas. 
Mugil  cinereus,W  Artedi  Piscium,  228,  1792,  Bahamas;  after  Catesby. 

Gerres  aprion,  Cuvier,  Kegne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  ii,  104,  1829;  based  on  Catesby;  Cuvier  & 
Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Pdiss.,  vi,  461,  1830. 

Gerres  zebra,  Muller  & Troschel,  Schomburgk,  Hist.  Barbados,  668,  1848,  Barbados; 
Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  254,  1862. 

Gerres  squamipinnis,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  i,  349, 1859,  Jamaica;  Guatemala.  (Coll.  Dr. 
Parnell  and  Mr.  Frank.) 


562.  GERRES,  Cuvier. 

(Mojakras.) 

Gerres,*  Cuvier,  Eegne  Anim.,  Ed.  2,  ii,  104, 1829  (lineatus,  etc.). 

Diapterus,  Eanzani,  Nov.  Comment.  Bonon.,  v,  1841, 340  {auratus). 

Catochcenum,  Cantor,  Cat.  Malayan  Fishes,  55, 1850  (lineatxis,  etc.) ; substitute  for  Gerres, 
Cuvier,  regarded  by  Cantor  as  preoccupied  by  Gerris,  Fabricius,  1794,  a genus  of 
insects. 

Moharra,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  50, 1875  (rhombea). 

Second  interhaemal  long  and  spear-shaped,  not  excavated  and  not  receiv- 
ing the  end  of  the  air  bladder;  preopercle  serrate;  body  elevated  and 
more  or  less  rhomboid  in  form,  the  third  or  fourth  dorsal  spine  and  the 
second  anal  spine  more  or  le.ss  elevated.  Species  numerous,  {Gerres,  an 
old  name  used  by  Pliny  for  some  fish,  perhaps  a Spicara.  ‘‘Fuisse  Gerres 
aut  inutiles  Mienas.  Odor  impudicus  urcei  satebatur.’’) 

a.  Prcorbital  entire ; no  distinct  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales. 

Moharra  (Mojarra,  Spanish  name,  from  mitger,  Latin  mulier,  woman). 

b.  Anal  spines  2 only,  the  soft  rays  9;  second  dorsal  spine  about  3 in  head;  second 
anal  spine  1|;  imemaxillary  groove  broad,  scaleless ; body  deep. 

rhombeus,  1750. 

Diapterus  (Sia,  divided,  nrepov,  fin) : 
bb.  Anal  spines  3,  soft  rays  8. 

c.  Premaxillary  groove  broad,  triangular  or  oval,  and  free  from  scales, 

d.  Body  ovate,  the  outline  somewha  t regularly  elliptical,  depth  2^  in  length. 
Dorsal  spines  slender,  but  little  flexible,  the  second  scarcely  stronger 
than  the  third,  2 in  length  of  head.  Second  and  third  anal  spines 
subeiiual,  2g  in  length  of  head,  second  stronger  than  third. 

AUREOLUS,  1751. 


* The  genus  Gerres  was  established  by  Cuvier  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Regne  Animal, 
the  name  being  based  on  7 species  as  enumerated  by  him,  rhombeus,  oyena,  aprion,  poieti, 
Imeatus,  argyreus,  and  filamentosus.  One  of  these  siieciesmust,  therefore,  be  chosen  as  the 
type  of  Gerres.  In  1842  Ranzani  established  the  genus  Diapterus  on  auratus,  a species 
closely  related  to  rhombeus,  or  rather  to  the  allied  olisthostoma.  In  1850  the  name  Cat- 
ochcenum  was  jtroposed  by  Cantor  as  a substitute  for  Gerres,  regarded  as  preoccupied  by 
the  earlier  name  Gem'.?,  applied  by  Fabricius  to  a genus  of  insects.  .The  name  Catoch- 
cenuni  can  only  be  used  it  Gerres  is  rej^arded  as  ineligible.  By  the  rules  followed  by  us, 
Gerres  must  be  retained,  being  spelled  differently  from  Gerris.  In  diflerent  publications 
of  Foey,  plumieri  is  made  the  type  of  Gerres,  although  it  is  not  one  of  Cuvier’s  original 
species.  Bleeker  substitutes  Diapterus  for  Gerres  and  Catochcenum,  specifying  plumieri 
as  its  type,  while  Gill  and  Poey  have  used  the  name  Diapterus  for  the  allies  of  gula,  to 
which  the  name  Eucinostomus  has  been  applied  in  1855  by  Baird  and  Girard.  Although 
phimieri  csca  not  be  made  the  type  of  Gerres,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  cognate  species 
lineatus  can  be  so  regarded.  If  this  view  is  adopted,  the  restricted  Gerres  of  the  present 
work  would  correspond  exactly  with  the  re.stricted  Gerres  of  Poey  and  Gill.  This  fact 
certainly  justifies  us  in  choosing  lineatus  as  the  type  of  the  genus. 
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dd.  Body  rhomboidal,  short  and  deep,  with  angular  outlines,  the  depth 
usually  more  than  ^ length ; spines  long  and  slender;  second  dorsal 
spine  I or  more  length  of  head;  second  anal  spine  more  than  § 
length  of  head.  peruvianus,  1752. 

cc.  Premaxillary  groove  broad,  oval,  and  covered  with  scales  (these  some- 
times deciduous  in  poorly  preserved  specimens) . Anal  rays  III,  8 ; 
second  dorsal  spine  IJ  in  head;  second  anal  spine  If  in  head;  teeth 
rather  long  and  slender.  olisthostomus,  1753. 

GeRRES  : 

aa.  Preorhital  serrate;  a distinct  dark  streak  along  each  row  of  scales  on  back  and 
.sides;  body  rhomboidal,  with  angular  outlines;  spines  very  strong;  anal  rays 
ni,  8 or  9- 

e.  Scales  moderate  or  large,  34  to  39  in  lateral  line. 

/.  Spines  moderate,  the  second  dorsal  spine  § to  | length  of  head. 

g.  Pectorals  short,  barely  reaching  vent ; second  dorsal  spine  If  in  head ; 
caudal  shorter  than  head ; lateral  stripes  few ; depth  about  2|  in 
length;  39  scales  in  lateral  line.  brevimanus,  1754. 

gg.  Pectorals  long,  about  as  long  as  head;  caudal  longer  than  head;  sides 
with  numerous  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales ; body  deep, 
the  back  elevated,  the  depth  2 to  2J  in  length;  dorsal  and  ventrals 
more  or  less  dusky. 

h.  Pectorals  as  long  as  head,  not  reaching  front  of  anal,  3 to  3f  in 
body ; scales  38 ; longest  dorsal  spine  If  in  head. 

i.  Third  dorsal  spine  rather  longer  than  second;  10  rows  of 

scales  between  lateral  line  and  vent;  opercle  with  few  if 
any  small  scales  at  base.  lineatus,  1755. 

ii.  Third  dorsal  spine  not  longer  than  second;  11  rows  of 

scales  between  lateral  line  and  vent;  opercle  with 
numerous  small  scales  at  base.  brasilianus,  1756. 

hh.  Pectorals  very  long,  | longer  than  head,  2f  to  2|  in  body;  sec- 
ond dorsal  spine  longest,  IJ  in  head ; scales  35. 

EMBRYX,  1757. 

//,  Spines  very  high,  the  second  dorsal  spine  longer  than  head;  second  anal 
spine  about  equal  to  length  of  head ; lateral  stripes  very  distinct,  about 
12  in  number;  depth  of  body  2|  in  length;  pectorals  very  long,  2f  in 
body;  scales  37.  plumieri,  1758. 

■ ee.  Scales  small,  44  in  lateral  line.  Second  dorsal  spine  about  as  long  as  head; 

depth  of  body  2^  in  length ; lateral  stripes  faint.  mexicanus,  1759, 

Subgenus  MOHARRA,  Poey. 

1750.  GERRES  BHOMBEUS,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Head  3J;  depth  1^;  eye  in  head;  snout  4;  interorhital  width  3^; 
scales  5-38-10.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9.  Body  much  compressed,  rhomboidal 
in  form,  the  hack  much  elevated;  profile  evenly  convex  to  supraorbital, 
where  there  is  a slight  depression ; snout  somewhat  pointed ; mouth  rather 
large;  end  of  maxillary  reaching  to  vertical  from  center  of  pupil,  its 
length  3 in  head;  exposed  portion  of  maxillary  oblong,  its  width  about 
2|  in  its  length,  which  is  4J  in  head;  gill  rakers  stronger  than  in  giila 
or  olisthostomus,  18  below  angle;  premaxillary  groove  broad,  oval,  and 
free  from  scales;  pectoral  fins  reaching  to  front  of  anal,  their  length  3 in 
length  of  body;  ventral  fins  reaching  beyond  vent,  their  length  ii  in 
length  of  body;  second  dorsal  spine  stronger,  but  shorter  than  third 
and  fourth,  its  length  about  4^  in  length  of  body;  margin  of  tin  falcate; 
suborbital  entire;  preopercle  entire;  caudal  peduncle  in  length  of 


Jordan  aiid  Everman7i. — Fishes  of  North  America,  1375 


head;  anal  spines  constantly  2 in  niimher,  the  second  If  in  length  of 
head.  Color  silvery,  with  bluish  reflections,  darker  above ; margin  of  dor- 
sal fin  black;  fins  rather  pale;  ventrals  and  anal  with  dusky  punctula- 
tions;  snout  dusky;  no  distinct  dark  lines  along  the  rows  of  scales. 
Length  8 to  10  inches.  West  Indies  and  Atlantic  coast  of  tropical  Amer- 
ica; generally  common;  known  from  Jamaica,  San  Domingo,  Martinique, 
I’uerto  Cabello,  Havana,  Aspinwall,  Eio  Magdalena,  Santa  Lucia  and 
Bahia.  Easily  known  by  the  presence  of  but  2 anal  spines,  (rhombeus, 
rhombic.) 

Gerres  rhombeus,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  459,  1830,  Martinique; 
San  Domingo;  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  i,  341,  and  iv,  253;  Evermann  <fc  Meek,  1.  c.,  2G6. 


Subgenus  DIAPTERUS,*  Ranzani. 

1751.  GERBES  AUREOLES,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

Head  3;  depth  2f;  eye  3f  in  head.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  35.  Body 
ovate,  much  compressed,  the  back  elevated,  the  outlines  nearly  regular; 
outline  along  base  of  anal  very  oblique;  caudal  peduncle  very  short  and 
deep,  tapering  regularly  to  base  of  tail;  snout  rather  pointed,  projecting, 
the  interorbital  area  strongly  depressed;  maxillary  long,  reaching  to  a 
point  midway  between  front  and  middle  of  pupil,  the  exposed  portion 
narrowly  oblong,  its  width  about  f its  length;  teeth  slender,  in  narrow 
bands;  groove  on  top  of  head  for  premaxillaiies  scaleless,  triangular, 
reaching  a point  opposite  middle  of  eye,  its  width  iu  front  f its  length. 
Eye  very  large,  its  diameter  greater  than  snout  or  than  interorbital 
width.  Preopercle  with  angle  produced,  the  margin  sharply  and  finely 
serrated.  Gill  rakers  very  short,  not  ^ diameter  of  pupil.  Scales  moder- 
ate, in  about  4 rows  on  the  cheek;  lateral  line  running  high,  but  little 
arched  much  above  axis  of  body,  even  on  caudal  peduncle.  Dorsal  spines 
slender,  but  little  flexible,  the  second  scarcely  stronger  than  the  others, 
about  as  long  as  the  third,  f as  long  as  head;  dorsal  fins  separate, 
notched  to  the  base,  the  upper  outline  of  spinous  portion  very  oblique; 
caudal  deeply  forked;  anal  low,  the  second  spine  a little  longer  and 
noticeably  stronger  than  the  third,  2f  in  head;  soft  rays  posteriorly  not 
rising  above  their  basal  sheath  of  scales ; ventrals  reaching  well  jiast  vent, 
their  length  more  than  f head ; pectorals  long,  as  long  as  head,  reaching 
slightly  beyond  origin  of  anal.  Color  iu  life,  light  olivaceous  above, 
silvery  below ; sides  with  distinct  tinge  of  pale  yellow;  fins  all  yellowish; 
vertical  fms  margined  with  black,  the  spinous  dorsal  with  a jet-black 
blotch  on  tip  of  membrane  of  anterior  spines;  membraue  of  each  spine 
and  ray  of  the  dorsal  with  a distinct  jet-black  spot  at  its  base;  ventrals 
yellow  on  terminal  portion  of  outer  rays  only,  the  very  tip  of  these  white; 
tip  of  snout  dark;  opercular  membrane  yellowish  above;  lips  with  some 

* Diapterus  is  thus  defined  by  Ranzcani : 

“Caput  breve  frons  basiconcava,  rostrum  attenuatum.  Dentes  maxillaresminutissimi, 
atque  confertissimi ; Meiiibrana  branchiostegia  septem  radiis  fulcita.  Corpus  valde  com- 
pressum  et  elevatum,  Secunda  pinna  dorsalis,  nec  analis  in  pinnulas  divisa. 

Hujus  generis  una  tantum  species  adhuc  mihi  innotuit,  quam  appelavi  Diapterum  aura- 
turn,  ejusque  imaginem  verbis  nunc  exprimere  conabor.”' 
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yellow.  Panama;  only  the  original  type,  51  inches  long,  known,  (aiireo- 
his,  gilded.) 

Gerres  aureolus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull,  i,  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881  (1882),  328,  Panama 
(Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert) ; E^^ERMANN  Sc  Meek,  1.  c.,  266. 

1752.  GERRES  PERUYIAAUS,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

(Mojarra  de  las  Aletas  Amarillas.) 

Head  3;  depth  2^.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  8;  eye  3 in  head,  snout  slightly 
shorter;  iiectoral  equaling  head;  ventralsll;  second  dorsal  spine  IjV;  second 
anal  spine  11.  Body  rhomboidal,  short  and  deep,  with  angular  outlines, 
the  depth  usually  about  half  length;  preopercle  finely  serrate;  edge  of 
preorbital  entire;  spines  long  and  slender;  second  dorsal  spine,  when 
depressed,  reaching  to  the  base  of  the  third  or  fourth  dorsal  ray;  posterior 
outline  of  spinous  dorsal  deeply  concave;  pectoral  long  and  falcate,  reach- 
ing past  front  of  anal;  second  and  third  anal  spines  about  equal  in  length, 
longer  than  the  soft  rays,  and  when  depressed,  reaching  past  tip  of  last 
ray;  ventral  spine  reaching  vent,  the  rays  reaching  midway  between  vent 
and  anal  spines.  Premaxillary  groove  broad,  triangular  or  oval,  and  free 
from  scales.  Color  silvery,  without  dark  streaks  or  bars;  fins  pale;  caudal 
and  anal  yellow.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America ; very  common ; known 
from  Mazatlan,  Salina  Cruz,  Chiapas,  Panama,  Payta,  and  Guayaquil. 
Length  5 to  8 inches. 

Gerres  peruviamis,  Covier  Sc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  vi,  467,  1830,  Payta, 
Northern  Peru;  Evermann  Sc  Meek,  1.  c.,  266. 

Gerres  brevirostris,*  Salvage,  Bull.  Soc.  Pliilom.  Paris,  iii,  1879,  208,  Rio  Guayas,  Equador. 
(Coll.  Andre.) 

1753.  GERRES  OLISTHOSTOMUS,t  Goode  & Bean. 

(Irish  Pompano  ; Mutton  Eish.) 

Head  3 ; depth  2.  D.  IX,  10 ; A.  Ill,  8 ; scales  5-37-9.  Body  rhomboid,  short 
and  deep,  the  back  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  short  and  very  steep ; mouth 
rather  large ; teeth  slender,  brush-like ; preorbital  entire ; preopercle  and 
interopercle  serrate ; groove  on  top  of  head,  for  reception  of  premaxilla- 
ries  broad,  rounded  behind,  with  n median  linear  depression,  its  surface 


* Gerres  brevirostris  is  thus  described : 

“D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  8;  L.  lat.  40;  L.  trans.  Hauteur  du  corps  contenue  deux  fois 
dans  la  longueur,  caudale  non  comprise ; longueur  delatetetroisfois  et  demi  dans  la  meme 
dimension.  Ligne  rostro-dorsale  tres-inclinee,  comme  dans  la  Gerres Museau 
obtus,  plus  court  que  I’oeil,  dont  le  diametre  est  compris  trois  fois  dans  la  longueur  dela 
tete;  espace  interorbitaire  moins  large  quel’ceil.  Processus  de  I’intermaxillairedepourvu 
d’ecailles  et  se  prolongeaut  presque  ju.squ’au  niveau  du  bord  posWrieur  de  I’ceil.  Deuxi- 
emeet  troisieme  6pines  dorsales  de  meme  hauteur,  aussi  liautesquela  distance  quisepare 
I’extr^mite  du  museau  du  bord  du  preopercule,  ayant  la  moitie  de  la  hauteur  du  corps. 
Deuxieme  et  troisieme  epines  anales  presque  de  meme  hauteur,  plus  court es  que  la  seconde 
epine  dorsale.  Cjiudale  fortement  ecbancree.  Pectorales  arrivant  presque  a I’anale. 
Coloration  uniforme.  Voisinedu  Gen esrhombeus,  cetteespece  s’en  distingue  par  le  profil 
rostro-dorsal  encore  plus  incline  et  par  la  position  de  I’oeil,  eutamant  cette  ligne  rostrale. 
Rio  Guayas  (Equateur) ; Andre.”  (Sauvage.) 

t Very  close  to  Gerres  olisthostomus  is  the  species  described  from  Brazil  under  the  name 
of  Diapterus  auratus.  Eanzani’s  bgure  shows  a long-pointed  snout,  longer  than  eye; 
back  eleA'ated ; head  3^ ; depth  2 ; eye  in  head  3f ; second  dorsal  spine  H : second  anal  spine 
2^,  shorter  than  third;  pectoral  reaching  second  anal  spine,  slightly  longer  than  head; 
caudal  slightly  shorter  than  head;  scales  41.  I).  IX,  10;  A,  III,  8. 
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completely  covered  with  small  deciduous  scales  which  extend  forward  to 
just  behind  nostrils.  Eye  moderate.  Gill  rakers  small,  about  14  on  lower 
part  of  arch.  Dorsal  spines  high  and  strong,  the  second  nearly  or  quite 
as  long  as  head ; second  anal  spine  very  strong,  ^ or  more  length  of  head ; 
third  spine  sliglitly  longer  than  second  and  very  slender ; caudal  lobes  long 
and  slender,  a little  longer  than  head;  pectoral  long,  nearly  as  long  as 
head,  reaching  front  of  anal.  Color  silvery  olivaceous;  scales  with  faiut 
silvery  streaks,  but  no  dark  ones;  tins  mostly  pale  or  yellowish,  the  ven- 
trals  somewhat  dusky.  Length  12  inches.  West  Indies,  north  to  southern 
Florida,  south  to  Brazil ; rather  common ; much  resembling  Gerres  rhombeus, 
with  which  it  has  been  confounded,  but  that  species  has  always  2 anal 
spines  and  the  premaxillary  groove  entirely  naked.  ( slipperiness  ; 
dro/iia,  mouth,  from  the  protractile  jaws.) 

Gerres  olisthostoma,  Goode  & Beax,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  423,  Indian  River, 
Florida  (Type,  No.  25118.  Coll.  K.  E.  Earll) ; Evermann  & Meek,  1.  c.,  267 ; Ever- 
mann &.  Bean,  Fi-shes  of  Indian  River,  in  Senate  Doc.  46,  54tli  Congress,  2d  session, 
23, 1897. 


Subgenus  GERRES. 

1754.  (JEURKS  BREVIMAMS,  Gunther. 

Head  3i;  depth  2^;  eye  3iiu  head.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  8.  Scales 6-39-11. 
Back  much  lower  than  in  G.  lineatus,  and  the  pectoral  fins  very  much 
shorter,  their  length  1 j:  iu  head;  caudal  3 in  body  : frontal  groove  broad 
and  naked;  jneorbital  very  little  serrate,  almost  entire;  preopercle  weakly 
serrate;  second  dorsal  spine  If  in  head;  second  anal  spine  If;  teeth  small 
and  short.  Coloration  of  G.  Vineatus,  the  dark  streaks  fainter;  no  black 
on  base  of  pectoral,  or  on  lower  fins;  spinous  dorsal  dusky  above.  (Giiu- 
ther.)  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico;  only  the  original  type  from  Chiapas 
known.  (6red«,  short ; laanj/s,  hand.) 

Gerres  hrevimanus,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1864,  152,  Chiapas ; Evermann  & 
Meek,  1.  c.,  270. 


1765.  GERRES  LINEATUS  (Humboldt). 

(Mojahra  china.) 

Head  3f ; depth  2f.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  HI,  8;  scales  5-34-10;  eye  3f  in  head; 
snout  3|;  pectoral  ^ longer  than  head;  ventrals  If;  second  dorsal  spine 
If;  second  anal  spine  If.  Preorbital  finely  serrated;  snout  scarcely  as 
long  as  the  eye;  groove  for  the  premaxillary  processes  very  broad,  scale- 
less, extending  backward  to  the  vertical  from  the  center  of  the  eye;  oper- 
cle  with  3 or  4 rows  of  large  scales,  few  or  no  small  scales  along  its  anterior 
edge;  dorsal  fin  notched,  the  last  spine  being  not  much  longer  than  the 
eye ; dorsal  spines  strong,  the  second  as  long  as  the  head  without  snout, 
third  spine  usually  a little  longer  than  the  second  of  the  dorsal  fin;  second 
and  third  anal  spines  about  equal  iu  length,  longer  than  the  soft  rays  and 
reaching  to  the  end  of  last  ray  when  depressed;  the  pectoral  extending  to 
the  vertical  from  the  first  anal  spine ; caudal  deeply  forked,  with  the  lobes 
equal  in  length  to  each  other  and  to  the  pectoral.  A blackish  streak  along 
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each  series  of  scales;  the  liinder  side  of  the  axil,  and  sometimes  the  inte- 
rior, blackish;  ventrals  more  or  less  dusky.  Length  8 to  12  inches. 
(Hneatus,  streaked.)  West  Coast  of  Mexico;  a food-fish  of  some  impor- 
tance; generally  common;  known  from  Mazatlan,  Acapulco,  San  Bias, 
and  Chiapas. 

Smaris  lineahis,  Humboldt,  Observ.  Zool.,  ii,  185,  pi.  46,  1807-1834,  Acapulco.  (Coll. 
Alex,  von  Humboldt.) 

Gerres  axillaris,  Gi'^NTHER,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1864,  102,  Chiapas. 

Gerres  Hneatus,  Evermann  & Meek,  1.  c.,  269. 


1756.  GERRES  RRASILIANUS,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

(Patao.) 

Head  3^;  depth  21 ; eye  small,  3§  in  head;  snout  3^.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  7 
or  8;  scales  5-38-11.  Body  compressed,  rhomboidal,  hack  very  much 
elevated;  profile  nearly  straight  from  spinous  dorsal  to  premaxillary 
groove,  where  there  is  a slight  depression;  snout  conical,  bluntish;  less 
acute  than  in  G.  Ihieatiis;  mouth  rather  large;  maxillary  reaching  slightly 
beyond  the  vertical  from  anterior  margin  of  pupil,  its  length  2i  in 
length  of  head;  exposed  portion  of  maxillary  oblong,  its  width  2^  in 
its  length,  its  length  in  length  of  head;  jireorhital  and  preopercle 
serrate;  premaxillary  groove  broad,  narrowed  posteriorly,  entirely  free 
from  scales;  operele  with  4 or  5 rows  of  scales  besides  numerous  small 
ones  at  its  anterior  edge;  gill  rakers  short  and  weak,  11  below  the  angle; 
dorsal  spines  rather  strong  and ’stiff,  second  and  third  subequal  in  length, 
the  second  much  the  stronger,  at  least  not  longer  than  third,  its  length  If 
in  length  of  head;  upper  margin  of  dorsal  fin  falcate;  second  and  third 
anal  spines  suhequal,  the  second  much  the  stronger,  its  length  1|  in  length 
of  head;  least  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  2f  in  length  of  head;  pectoral 
as  long  as  head,  not  nearly  reaching  front  of  anal,  3 to  3f  in  body.  Color 
silvery  gray,  with  bluish  reflection^,  darker  above,  a dark  streak  along 
each  row  of  scales,  most  conspicuous  on  upper  part  of  body;  fins  all  dusky 
except  pectorals,  which  are  pale;  dorsal  and  anal  blackish  on  their 
margins;  a dark  supraorbital  spot;  axil  dusky;  ventrals  more  or  less 
dusky.  Length  a foot.  Cuba  to  Bahia,  generally  common ; here  described 
from  a specimen  from  Havana.  The  species  is  extremely  close  to  G. 
Hneatus  and  is  doubtfully  distinct.  On  comparison  of  specimens  we  note 
no  difference  except  those  mentioned  in  the  analysis  of  species,  and  these 
are  probably  not  constant. 

Gerres  brasilianus,*  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  458,  1830,  Brazil ; 

Porto  Rico;  Evermann  & Meek,  1.  c.,  268  ; Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  321. 
Gerres  patao,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  320,  1868,  Havana. 


* A specimen  from  Brazil,  typical  of  Gerres  brasilianus,  shows  the  following  characters: 

Eye  3J^  in  head;  second  dorsal  spine  about  If  in  head.  Ventral  not  black,  but  dusky 
shaded;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  also  peppered  with  dark  points;  pectoral  a little  more 
than  head,  not  quite  to  vent,  3 in  body;  second  anal  1^  in  head,  equals  3 in  length  but 
shorter,  4f  in  body;  second  anal  spine  a little  longer  and  ventral  paler  than  in  Cuban 
specimens  (patao.) 
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1757.  GERRES  EMBRYX,  Jordan  & Starks,  new  species. 

Head  3 ; depth  D.  IX,  10 ; A.  Ill,  8 ; scales  5-35-10 ; snout  3i  in  head ; 
maxillary  23^;  eye  4;  second  dorsal  spine  1^;  second  anal  spine  If;  pec- 
toral f longer  than  head ; ventrals  1^ ; caudal  lobe  1-^.  Body  compressed 
and  angular,  the  back  elevated;  profile  slightly  concave  over  eye,  thence 
strongly  convex  to  dorsal;  snout  pointed ; mouth  moderate,  the  maxillary 
reaching  slightly  past  anterior  margin  of  pupil,  width  of  its  exposed  por- 
tion 2^  in  its  length;  jaws  about  equal;  teeth  in  the  u])per  jaw  minute, 
very  slender,  and  movable;  teeth  in  lower  jaw  obsolete;  preorbital  and 
preopercle  serrate ; gill  rakers  short,  about  7 14 ; pharyngeals  with  short 

blunt,  pebble-like  teeth  on  the  middle,  and  small  sharp  conical  teeth  on 
the  outer  edge.  Cheeks  with  4 or  5 rows  of  scales;  snout  from  about 
middle  of  eye,  j) reorbital  ring,  suborbital,  maxillary,  and  lower  jaw  scale- 
less; basal  sheath  of  dorsal  composed  of  1 row  of  scales;  lateral  line  run- 
ning high.  Dorsal  spines  high,  the  second,  which  is  much  the  strongest 
and  longest,  Avheu  depressed,  reaching  to  the  base  of  the  last;  longest 
dorsal  ray  about  \ second  spine;  third  anal  spine  the  longest  but  not 
so  strong  as  second,  its  tip  reaching  well  past  end  of  last  ray,  when  fin  is 
depressed;  pectoral  very  long  and  falcate,  reaching  to  the  vertical  from 
the  front  of  anal,  ^ longer  than  head,  2f  in  bodj^ ; ventrals  reaching  past 
vent,  but  not  to  anal;  caudal  deeply  forked.  Color  in  spirits,  silvery, 
darker  above;  sides  with  about  11  longitudinal  dark  streaks  following  the 
rows  of  scales,  1 following  the  lateral  line,  those  above  parallel  to  it,  those 
below  more  longitudinal;  tip  of  snout  black  above;  dorsal,  caudal,  and 
ventrals,  dusky;  other  fins  colorless;  axil  dusky.  Length  about  a foot. 
Coast  of  South  Carolina,  in  rather  deej)  water,  in  company  with  Calamus 
leucosteus,  Centropristes  philadelphicus,  Larimus  fasciatus,  and  Stellifer  laii- 
ceolatus.  Here  described  from  a specimen  (No.  449,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 
12  inches  long,  taken  at  Charleston,  by  Mr.  Charles  C.  Leslie,  (ev,  in; 
the  ocean  depths. ) 

1758.  GERRES  PLUMIERI,  Cuvier  & Yalencieunes. 

^ (Mojarra.) 

Head  3;  depth  2^;  eye  rather  large,  3 in  head;  snout  4 in  head;  scales 
5-37-11.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  8.  Body  compressed,  rbomboidal  in  form, 
back  very  much  elevated.  Mouth  rather  large,  maxillary  extending 
slightly  beyond  vertical  from  anterior  margin  of  pupil,  its  length  2f  in 
head;  exposed  portion  of  maxillary  oblong,  its  width  2^  in  length,  which 
is  4f  in  length  of  head;  preorbital  and  preopercle  serrate;  premaxillary 
groove  broad  and  entirely  free  from  scales;  gill  rakers  small,  weak,  13 
below  the  angle;  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  dorsal  fin  equal  to  the 
greatest  depth  of  fish;  upper  margin  of  dorsal  fin  much  concave;  second 
dorsal  spine  very  strong  and  long,  its  length  equaling  length  of  head; 
second  anal  spine  stronger  and  slightly  shorter  than  the  second  dorsal 
spine,  its  tip  reaching  to  the  vertical  from  base  of  caudal  rays;  third  spine 
shorter  and  much  weaker  than  second;  pectoral  fins  reaching  beyond 
the  front  of  anal,  their  length  2|  in  length  of  body ; ventral  fins  reaching 
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past  vent,  almost  to  front  of  anal,  their  length  3|  in  length  of  body. 
Color  bluish-silvery  above,  silvery  below ; very  distinct  dark  longitudinal 
lines  along  each  row  of  scales;  dorsal,  caudal,  and  anal  fins  dusky; 
margin  of  dorsal  fin  black ; a dark  supraorbital  spot ; pectoral  and  ventral 
fins  pale.  Length  10  inches.  Atlantic  coast  of  tropical  America,  and 
West  Indies;  rather  common;  north  to  eastern  Florida;  known  from 
Havana;  Porto  Rico;  San  Domingo;  Jamaica;  Martinique;  Indian  River, 
Florida ; Pernambuco ; Bahia ; Aspinwall ; and  Guatemala.  Here  described 
from  a specimen  from  Havana.  (Named  for  Charles  Plumier,  who  early 
made  paintings  of  the  fishes  of  Martinique.) 

Gerres  plumieri,  Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  452,  1830,  Antilles  ; 
Porto  Rico;  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  i,  340,  and  iv,  253 ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
583 ; EvERMANN  & MeEK,  1.  C.,  270. 

1769.  GERRES  MEXICANUS,  Steindachner. 

Head  4;  depth  2^^;  scales  (6-43  to  45^-12).  Closely  allied  to  G.  plu- 
mieri, the  body  longer,  the  scales  smaller,  the  second  anal  spine  shorter,  f 
length  of  second  dorsal  spine  and  1|  in  head ; second  dorsal  spine  nearly 
as  long  as  head  (much  * stronger  than  third  but  not  much  higher,  3 in 
body) ; pectoral  short,  as  long  as  head,  3f  in  body,  not  reaching  anal  (4|^ 
scales  * in  a series  from  fourth  dorsal  spine  to  lateral  line,  6 series  between  * 
first  dorsal  spine  and  lateral  line);  preorbital  and  preopercle  serrate. 
Color  much  as  in  G.  plumieri,  but  paler.  Rio  Teapa,  Mexico,  1 specimen 
known  (Steindachner);  not  seen  by  us;  apparentlj’^  distinguished  by  the 
small  scales. 

Gerres  mexicanus,  Steindachner,  Ueber  eine  neue  Gerres- Art,  aus  Mexico,  Verb.  K.  K. 
Geo.  Wien,  xiii,  1863,  383,  Rio  Teapa,  Mexico. 

Family  CLIV.  KYPHOSID^. 

(The  Rudder  Fishes.) 

Herbivorous  fishes,  with  incisor  teeth  only  in  the  front  of  the  jaws. 
Body  oblong  or  elevated,  with  moderate  or  small  scales,  ctenoid  or  not. 
Mouth  moderate,  with  incisor-like  teeth  in  the  front  of  each  jaw;  no 
molars ; teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines  present  or  absent ; premaxillaries 
moderately  protractile ; preorbital  rather  narrow,  sheathing  the  maxillary. 
Gill  rakers  moderate;  pseudobranchi®  well  developed;  opercles  entire. 
Gills  4,  a slit  behind  the  fourth;  gill  membranes  separate,  free  from  the 
isthmus ; dorsal  fin  continuous  or  divided,  with  10  to  15  rather  strong  spines, 
the  soft  dorsal  naked  or  scaly;  anal  with  3 spines;  ventrals  thoracic,  the 
rays  I,  5,  an  accessory  scale  at  base;  caudal  lunate  or  forked;  iiectoral  fin 
with  all  its  rays  branched.  Intestinal  canal  elongate,  with  few  or  many 
pyloric  caeca.  Air  bladder  usually  with  2 posterior  horns.  Vertebrae  in 
ordinary  or  slightly  increased  number,  24  to  28.  Post-temporal  of  normal 
percoid  form,  the  stout  forks  not  aduate  to  the  cranium.  Herbivorous 

* These  characters  in  parentheses,  not  in  the  original  description,  are  given  in  a letter 
from  Dr.  Steindachner,  date  August  3,  1895. 
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shore  fishes,  feeding  largely  on  green  or  olive  algfe ; chiefly  of  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea  and  the  Pacific  Ocean ; most  of  them  valued  as  food.  Gen- 
era 20,  species  about  70.  {Sparidce,  groups  Caniharina  and  Pimelepterina, 
Giinther,  Cat.  Fishes,  i,  413-432;  497-499,  1859.) 

Girellin.®  : 

a.  Soft  part  of  dorsal  and  anal  fins  naked  or  partly  scaled;  head  more  or  less  naked; 
teeth  in  broad  bands,  all  freely  movable,  none  on  vomer ; pyloric  caeca  very  numer- 
ous ; vertebr®  in  somewhat  increased  number.  Pacific  Ocean. 
h.  Incisors  all  tricuspid. 

c.  Dorsal  spines  14  or  15;  each  jaw  with  a series  of  flat,  movable,  tricuspid 
incisors,  behind  which  is  a broad  band  of  similar  smaller  ones ; dorsal 
continuous,  its  spines  low.  Girella,  563. 

cc.  Dorsal  spines  12  or  13;  “in  both  jaws  series  of  flat,  tricuspid  teeth,  behind 
which  is  a band  of  similar  teeth,  less  developed  and  replacing  the 
former;”  soft  dorsal  and  anal  elevated.  Doydixodon,  564. 

Kyphosin^  : 

aa.  Soft  parts  of  vertical  fins  closely  scaly;  teeth  more  or  less  fixed,  usually  present 
on  vomer;  pyloric  cseca  numerous. 

d.  Top  of  head  as  far  back  as  posterior  margin  of  eyes,  naked;  incisor  teeth  nar- 
row, equal,  rounded;  spinous  dorsal  much  longer  than  soft  dorsal;  soft 
anal  higher  and  shorter  than  soft  dorsal.  Hermosilla,  565. 

dd.  Top  of  head  as  well  as  sides  and  jaws  closelj*  scaled;  broad  bands  of  teeth 
behind  the  iucisors;  villifonn  teeth  on  vomer,  palatines  and  tongue;  dor- 
sal spines  low ; incisor  teeth  lanceolate. 

e.  Incisor  teeth  strong,  with  horizontal,  backward  projecting  roots;  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  not  much  elevated. 

/.  Incisor  teeth  well  developed,  each  with  a conspicuous  horizontal  proc- 
ess or  root;  caudal  fin  moderate,  about  as  long  as  the  head,  the 
outer  rays  not  3 times  as  long  as  the  middle  rays;  junction  of  gill 
membranes  forming  an  angle.  Kyphosus,  566. 

ff.  Incisor  teeth  small,  with  inconspicuous  roots;  caudal  much  longer 
than  head,  the  lobes  falcate,  the  outer  5 times  length  of  middle 
rays;  gill  membranes  not  forming  an  angle  at  junction. 

Sectator,  567. 

ee.  Incisor  teeth  very  narrow,  without  evident  roots. 

g.  Anal  fin  short,  3|  in  length  of  body,  its  rays  III,  19;  dorsal  spines 
gradually  increasing  in  height  to  the  sixth,  then  decreasing 
backward ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  not  falcate ; preopercle  slightly 
serrate ; teeth  narrow  but  evidently  compressed. 

Medialuna,  568. 

563.  GIRELLA,  Gray. 

Girella,  Gray,  Illustrations  of  Indian  Zoology,  about  1840  {punctata). 

Melanichthys,  Temminck  & ScHLEGEL,  Fauna  Japonica,  Poissons,  75,  1850  (punctatus). 
Camarina,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1860,  81  {nigricans). 

Body  oblong-ovate,  compressed,  covered  with  rather  large  scales. 
Mouth  small,  with  a series  of  tricuspid,  movable  incisors,  behind  which  is 
a broad  band  of  similar  smaller  ones;  no  molar  teeth;  no  teeth  on  vomer 
or  tongue ; lower  pharyngeal  teeth  slender.  Cheeks  with  very  small  scales ; 
opercles  and  top  of  head  chiefly  naked.  Gill  rakers  slender.  Dorsal  fin 
rather  low,  with  about  14  spines,  on  the  bases  of  which  the  scales  extend, 
forming  an  imperfect  sheath ; no  groove  at  base  of  dorsal ; no  procumbent 
dorsal  spine;  anal  spines  small,  graduated;  caudal  lunate.  Air  bladder 
divided  into  2 posterior  horns.  Pyloric  caeca  numerous;  intestinal  canal 
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elongate;  peritoneum  black.  Vertebrfe  11+16  or  17=27  or  28.  Her- 
bivorous. Pacific  Ocean.  This  genus  contains  several  species  found 
on  the  east  coast  of  Asia  and  one  characteristic  of  the  rocky  shores  of 
California.  They  are  herbivorous  fishes,  feeding  on  seaweeds.  (From  the 
French  “Girelle,"  which  is  a derivative  of  Jiilis,  and  is  applied  to  smaller 
Labroids.) 

1760.  GIRELLA  NIGRICANS  (Ayrea). 

(Green-fish.) 

Head  4;  depth  2^.  D.  XIV,  14;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  50;  vertebrie 
11+16  = 27.  Body  oval,  compressed,  with  very  deep  caudal  peduncle; 
snout  thick,  its  profile  evenly  rounded;  mouth  small,  subinferior,  the 
maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  front  of  orbit;  a minute  patch  of  palatine 
teeth;  each  jaw  with  a series  of  flat,  tricuspid,  movable  incisors,  behind 
which  is  a broad  band  of  smaller  ones;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  tongue; 
cheeks  with  very  small  scales;  opercles  and  top  of  head  naked;  preopercle 
minutely  serrulate  at  its  angle;  preorbital  as  broad  as  eye;  gill  rakers 
numerous,  rather  long;  scales  firm,  weekly  ctenoid,  those  on  thorax  and 
front  of  back  smaller;  dorsal  spines  lower  than  soft  rays,  with  an  imper- 
fect sheath  of  scales  at  their  base ; anal  spines  small,  graduated,  the  soft 
rays  higher  than  those  of  the  dorsal;,  caudal  lunate;  pectorals  short  and 
broad,  not  reaching  vent;  ventrals  short;  air  bladder  with  2 posterior 
horns;  intestinal  canal  very  long;  pyloric  cieca  numerous;  peritoneum 
black.  Color  dusky  green,  paler  below;  fins  dusky  greenish ; young  with 
a large  yellowish  blotch  on  the  back  on  each  side  of  dorsal.  Length  about 
a foot.  Coast  of  southern  California  from  Monterey  to  Cape  San  Lucas; 
abundant  in  rocky  places,  the  young  a common  and  active  inhabitant  of 
rock  pools;  a food-fish  of  fair  quality,  {nigricans,  blackish.) 

Camarina  nigricans,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1861,  81,  fig.  22,  California. 

Girella  dorsomacnla,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  244,  Cape  San  Lucas;  young. 

(Coll.  Xantus.) 

Girella  nigricans,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  560, 1883 ; Jordan  & Fesleb,  1.  c.,  .531, 1893. 

564.  DOYDIXODON,  Valenciennes. 

Doydixodon,  Valenciennes,  Voyage  de  la  Venus,  v,  318,  1855  (freminvillei). 

Dorsal  spines  12  or  13.  ‘‘In  each  jaw  a series  of  flat  tricuspid  teeth, 
behind  which  is  a band  of  similar  teeth,  less  developed  and  replacing  the 
former;  ’’  soft  dorsal  and  anal  elevated,  otherwise  as  in  Girella,  from  which 
it  is  doubtfully  separated.  Species  all  American ; not  well  known.  {8vo, 
two;  dhcoos,  forked;  6dov<;,  tooth.) 

1761.  DOYDIXODON  FREMINTILLEI,  Valenciennes. 

D.  Ill,  15;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  about  60.  Color  uniform  dark  green,  or 
banded  with  darker.  Form,  squamation,  aud  dentition  as  in  Girella  nigri- 
cans (Valenciennes).  Galapagos  Islands  and  coast  of  Peru;  known  to  us 
from  the  figure  of  Valenciennes,  which  closely  resembles  Girella  nigricans, 
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but  the  number  of  dorsal  spines  is  fewer.  (Named  for  Chretien  Paulin 
de  Freminville,  an  early  French  naturalist  and  explorer.) 

Doydixodon  freminvillei,  Valenciennes,  Voyage  V6iius,  v,  323,  pi.  5,  1855,  Galapagos 
Islands. 

Doydixodon  fasciatum,  Kner  & Steindachner,  Sitzb.  Akad.  Wien,  Liv,  358,  fig.  2, 
Iquique,  Peru. 

Doydixodon  freminvillei,  Jordan  & Fesler,  l.c.,  532,  1893. 

565.  HERMOSILLA,  Jenkins  & Evermann. 

Hermosilla,  Jenkins  & Evermann,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1888,  144  (azurea). 

This  genus  is  allied  to Kyphosns,  from  which  it  differs  in  the  weaker  gill 
rakers;  in  having  the  margin  of  the  prcopercle  entire ; in  having  no  teeth 
on  the  tongue;  in  the  squamation,  the  scales  on  the  body  being  larger ; 
head  not  so  completely  scaled ; top  of  head,  snout,  preorbitals,  space  below 
the  eye,  chin,  and  preopercles,  naked.  It  also  differs  in  the  relative  sizes 
and  forms  of  the  vertical  fins;  the  spinous  dorsal  is  much  longer  than  the 
soft  dorsal,  and  the  soft  aual  is  higher  and  shorter  than  the  soft  dorsal. 
One  species,  from  the  Pacific  Coast  of  Mexico.  (Hermosilla,  name  of  the 
capital  city  of  Sonora,  along  the  coast  of  which  State  the  typical  species 
was  taken,  the  name  derived  from  Spanish  hermoso,  beautiful;  Latin, 
formosus.) 

1762.  HERMOSILLA  AZUREA,  Jenkins  & Evermann. 

Head  3 ; depth  2 ; eye  3^  in  head.  D.  XI,  11 ; A.  Ill,  10 ; scales  11-55-17. 
Body  ovate,  compressed,  head  short,  snout  3 in  head,  blunt;  maxillary 
barely  reaching  front  margin  of  eye,  3j  in  head.  Each  jaw  with  a single 
series  of  close-set,  equal,  narrow,  rounded  incisors,  the  villiform  teeth 
behind  them  small  or  obsolete,  not  evident  in  the  type;  teeth  on  vomer 
not  evident  in  the  type;  gill  rakers  slender,  the  longest  about  the  diam- 
eter of  the  eye,  3-1-12;  preopercle  entire;  preorbital  f diameter  of  eye, 
nearly  covering  the  maxillary.  Top  of  head  as  far  back  as  the  pos- 
terior margin  of  the  eyes,  snout,  preorbitals,  a narrow  space  below  eye, 
chin  and  preopercles,  naked;  top  of  head  covered  with  pores;  pre- 
opercles with  a network  of  grooves;  remaining  parts  of  head  and  body 
scaled;  5 rows  of  scales  on  cheek  below  eye,  about  6 rows  on  the  oper- 
cle;  subopercle  with  1 row;  fins,  with  the  exception  of  the  spinous  dor- 
sal, covered  more  or  less  with  fine  scales;  scales  moderate,  ctenoid,  not 
crowded  anteriorly;  lateral  line  complete,  traceable  but  a short  distance 
on  the  caudal.  Dorsal  fin  with  11  spines,  the  seventh,  which  is  the 
longest,  l.i  in  head;  the  alternate  ones  very  strong,  the  spinous  part  con- 
tinuous with  the  soft  portion,  the  last  spine  not  much  lower  than  the  soft 
dorsal,  thus  leaving  but  a slight  deiiression  between  the  two;  the  spinous 
])art  depressible  into  a groove;  base  of  spinous  part  about  ^ longer  than 
the  base  of  the  soft  portion;  soft  anal  shorter  and  higher  than  soft 
dorsal;  anal  with  3 spines,  short  but  strong,  the  second  the  longest, 
times  diameter  of  eye;  caudal  forked,  upper  fork  the  longer;  pectoral 
1^  in  head,  not  quite  equaling  the  ventrals  which  begin  behind  them. 
Depth  of  caudal  peduncle  7 in  body;  interorbital  space  2f  in  head; 
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peritoneum  black.  Color  dark  steel-blue,  paler  below ; body  with  about 
12  nearly  vertical  blackisb  cross  bands  about  as  wide  as  the  eye;  below 
eye  silvery,  with  a dark  streak  from  maxillary  to  angle  of  opercle;  oper- 
cular blotch  black;  a black  blotch  in  the  axil;  fins  mostly  dark.  Two 
larger  sj)ecimens  11  and  13  inches  long  collected  by  the  Albatross  at  San 
Bartholome  Bay,  Lower  California,  differ  notably  in  form,  and  may  possibly 
belongto  a distinct  species.  HeadSf;  depth  2^.  D.  XI,  11;  A.  Ill,  10;  scales 
9-55-17;  snout  3 in  head;  eye  5;  interorbital  2f;  maxillary  3|;  longest 
dorsal  spine  2^ ; second  anal  spine  31 ; longest  dorsal  ray  3 ; longest  anal  ray 
2i;  pectoral  If;  ventral  If;  caudal  lobe  If.  Body  oblong-ovate,  com- 
pressed ; head  short ; maxillary  barely  reaching  front  of  eye ; each  jaw  with 
a single  series  of  equal  rounded  incisors  with  small  villiform  teeth  behind 
them;  villiform  teeth  on  vomer;  gill  rakers  as  long  as  the  diameter  of 
pupil,  about  3 -f  12.  Top  of  head  as  far  back  as  posterior  margin  of  eye, 
snout,  maxillary,  lower  jaw,  preorbital,  suborbital  ring,  and  edge  of  pre- 
opercle,  naked;  cheeks  with  6 series  of  scales,  6 rows  on  the  opercle;  the 
fins  covered  with  fine  scales;  dorsal  Avith  a well-developed  sheath  of 
scales.  Spinous  dorsal  the  higher;  second  and  third  anal  spines  about 
equal,  the  first  rays  the  longest,  fin  sharply  angulated  in  front;  ventrals 
placed  well  behind  pectorals,  their  tips  not  reaching  the  vent;  caudal 
emarginate,  the  lobes  about  equal.  Color  in  spirits,  slaty  above  with  12 
or  13  dark  cross  bars  which  fade  out  below  pectoral;  a streak  across  max- 
illary and  preopercle  below  eye,  and  one  across  snout  through  eye;  belly 
silvery,  fins  all  dusky,  ventrals  tipped  with  black,  a black  blotch  on  axil ; 
edge  of  opercle  black,  a conspicuous  black  blotch  aboA'e  angle.  Known 
only  from  these  2 specimens  and  the  types,  2 specimens  8 and  9 inches  long 
respectively,  from  the  Bay  of  Guaymas.  Length  a foot,  (aziireus,  sky-blue. ) 

JSermosilla  azurea,  Jenkins  Evermann,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  ISTat.  Mus.  1888,  144,  Guaymas 

(Type,  No.  36269.  Coll.  Jenkins  & Evermann) ; Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S. 

Nat.  Mus.  1891,  156,  pi.  1,  fig.  3;  Jordan  & Eesler,  1.  c.,  533,  1893. 

566.  KYPHOSUS,  Lac^pMe. 

(Chopas.) 

Kyphosus,  LACEPi:DE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iii,  114,  1802  (bigibbus  =/uscus) . 

Fimeleptcriis,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ly,  429,  1803  {bosqtii  = sectatrix) . 

Dorsuarius,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  A",  482, 1803  (nigrescens=fuscus). 

Xyster,  LAC^;pkDE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  A",  484. 1803  (fuscus). 

Saleima,  Bowdich,  Excursion  Madeira,  238, 1825  (aurata). 

1 Opisthistius,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1862,  245  (talimel). 

Body  elongate-ovate,  regularly  elliptical,  moderately  compressed;  head 
short,  with  blunt  snout;  eye  large;  mouth  small,  horizontal;  maxillary 
barely  reaching  front  of  eye;  each  jaw  with  a single  series  of  rather  nar- 
row obtusely  lanceolate  incisors,  implanted  with  compressed  conspicuous 
roots  posteriorly ; behind  these  a narrow  band  of  Aulliform  teeth;  fine  teeth 
on  Ammer,  palatines,  and  tongue.  Branchiostegals  7;  gill  rakers  long. 
Preopercle  obsoletely  serrate ; preorbital  narrow,  covering  but  little  of  the 
maxillary.  Squamation  very  complete,  the  space  between  and  about  the 
eyes  being  the  only  naked  part ; scales  smallish,  thick,  ctenoid,  60  to  70  in 
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the  lateral  line,  which  is  continuous;  similar  scales  entirely  covering  the 
soft  parts  of  the  vertical  fins,  and  extending  up  ou  the  paired  fins.  Dorsal 
fill  low,  wifh  about  11  spines,  which  are  depressible  in  a groove  of  scales, 
the  tin  continuous,  but  the  last  spines  low,  so  that  a depression  occurs 
between  the  two  parts  of  the  fin,  the  bases  of  the  spinous  and  soft  jiarts 
about  e(j[iial;  soft  dorsal  rather  low  in  front,  not  falcate,  pointed  behind; 
anal  similar  to  soft  dorsal,  with  3 spines;  caudal  lin  moderately  forked ; 
pectoral  fins  small,  veiitrals  well  behind  them.  Intestinal  canal  long. 
Pyloric  cieca  very  numerous.  Vertebra;  9 or  10  + 15  or  16  = 2.5.  This 
genus  contains  some  10  species,  chiellj’^  confined  to  the  Pacilic  Ocean,  and 
most  of  them  found  in  the  East  Indies.  (?ci;0oc,  a hump,  the  Avord  more 
(correctly  written  cyphns,  and  referring  to  a deformed  specimen  with  a 
hump  back.) 

a.  Soft  part  of  anal  very  long  and  low,  it.s  longe.st  rays  3^  to  4 iji  head,  and  3 in  +ft  part 
of  the  fin.  I).  XI,  14;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  small,  about  85  in  lateral  line,  those  on 
cheek  in  17  series;  teeth  about  30  in  each  jaw,  narrow,  the  jaw  short.  Color 
bright  gray,  the  sides  steel  blue,  with  paler  lengtlnvise  stripes  of  briglit  bronze. 
Depth  more  than  | length.  axaloous,  1703. 

aa.  Anal  fin  moderately  elevated  in  front  and  ratlier  short,  its  rays  III,  11,  the  longe.st 
ray  1^  to  2 in  the  base  of  the  soft  part  of  the  fin.  D.  XI,  11  or  12.  Teeth  35  to  40 
in  each  jaAV. 

b.  Teeth  rather  narrow  and  subacute ; maxillary  short,  barely  reaching  eye,  about 
3^  in  head. 

c.  Scales  moderate,  10-65-20 ; anal  rays  III,  13.  Coloration  bright  plumbeous, 
with  many  bright  yellow  streaks  on  a plumbeous  ground.  Mouth  and 
teeth  not  fully  described.  ixcisor,  1704. 

cc.  Scales  smaller,  about  12-67-20;  anal  hioderate,  its  longest  ray  2J  in  head 
and  ^ base  of  soft  part  of  fin;  body  deep,  the  depth  2 in  length; 
snout  blunt;  .scales  on  cheek  in  10  series.  Coloration  dull  pale  gray, 
the  dark  streaks  broader  than  in  K.  analogv.s.  A.  Ill,  11. 

ELEGAXS,  1705. 

ccc.  Scales  rather  large,  10-55-16;  depth  2^  in  length;  head  3J.  Coloration 
dusky  gr.ay,  Avith  about  25  gray  .streaks  following  the  rows  of  .scales, 
those  near  middle  of  body  broadest ; a sih-erj- streak  along  preor- 
bital. D.  XI,  12  ; A.  Ill,  11.  SECTATKIX,  1766. 

hh.  Teeth  broad  and  rounded ; maxillary  rather  long,  reaching  opposite  pupil,  3^ 
in  he.ad;  scales  small,  12-72-24;  depth  of  body  2\  in  length;  head  3|;  pec- 
toral 12  in  head.  D.  XI,  11;  A.  Ill,  11.  Color  dark  steel  blue,  the  pale 
stripes  obscure;  sometimes  A’arying  to  entirely  bright  lemon  yelloAv; 
sometimes  Avith  the  head  yelloAv  or  with  yelloAv  blotches. 

LUTESCEXS,  1767. 

1763.  KYPHOSIS  AXALOOUS  (Gill). 

(Saleaia.) 

Head  4;  deptk  2^.  D.  XI,  14;  A.  Ill,  12  or  13;  eye  4.1  iuh(*ad;  snout  3; 
maxillary  3^;  pectoral  If,  equal  to  veiitrals;  longest  ray  of  soft  dorsal  3+ 
longest  dorsal  s])ine  2^;  upper  lobe  of  caudal  as  long  as  head;  scales 
13-76-20;  gill  rakers  8 + 16.  Dody  compressed,  elliptical;  profile  in  some 
specimens  evenly  curved  from  tip  of  snout  to  dorsal,  in  others  slightly 
produced  before  eyes  and  concave  over  snout.  ]Mouth  small,  horizontal; 
jaAvs  equal;  teeth  in  a single  series,  from  22  to  28  in  each  jaw;  maxillary 
extending  to  the  vertical  from  the  front  of  eye.  Snout,  loAver  jaAV,  and 
preorbital  naked,  head  elseAvhere  Avith  scales;  12  to  15  roAvs  of  scales  on 
3030 10 
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opercle;  scales  ou  body  much  crowded  anteriorly;  all  the  fins, with  the 
exception  of  spinous  dorsal,  entirely  scaled.  Tip  of  pectoral  sharply 
rounded ; front  of  anal  not  greatly  elevated,  its  longest  ray  3 in  base  of 
fin,  which  is  about  equal  to  head;  spinous  dorsal  higher  than  soft  dorsal; 
upper  lobe  of  caudal  the  longer.  Color  in  life,  steel  blue,  brighter  than 
in  elegans]  with  bronze  streaks  along  the  edges  or  rows  of  scales,  much 
brighter  than  in  elegans;  a broader  gray  streak  bordered  with  bronze  at 
base  of  soft  dorsal;  a large  brassy,  spot  in  the  axil,  extending  along 
shoulder  girdle,  a deep  bronze  stripe  through  eye,  another  back  from 
angle  of  mouth,  the  two  separated  by  steel  blue;  fins  all  blue  black,  with 
some  bronze,  especially  on  pectoral.  Body  more  elongate  than  in  elegans; 
the  form  more  elliptical;  the  mouth  less  blunt,  with  fewer  teeth;  the 
scales  smaller  and  more  crowded  anteriorly;  the  fins  lower,  esj)ecially  the 
anal.  Largest  specimen  18  inches  long.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America, 
Gulf  of  California  to  Panama.  Here  described  from  Mazatlan  specimens. 
A beautiful  species  rather  common  about  Mazatlan,  both  in  the  estuary 
and  in  deep  water  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  islands.  Its  range  along 
the  coast  is  not  definitely  distinguished  from  that  of  K.  elegans,  the  two 
having  been  recorded  as  identical  by  authors  who  had  seen  but  one. 
They  were  first  properly  distinguished  by  Evermann  & Jenkins,  who  ob- 
tained both  at  Guaymas.  The  marked  difference  in  color,  however,  does 
not  appear  in  the  descriptions  of  Evermann  & Jenkins,  which  were  drawn 
from  specimens  preserved  in  alcohol.  Specimens  examined  by  us  from 
Guaymas,  Cape  San  Lucas,  Porto  Escondido,  and  Mazatlan.  {analogue, 
analogous, — to  Eyphosus  seciatrix,  but  its  relations  are  rather  with 
Kyphosus  incisor.) 

rimelepterus  analogus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  245,  Cape  San  Lucas.  (Coll. 
Xaiitus.) 

Kifphosvs  analogus,  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1891,  154;  Jordan  & Fes- 
LER,  1.  c.,  534,  1893;  Jordan,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,465. 

1764.  KYPHOSUS  IM'ISOR  (Cuvier  <fc  Yalencienue.s). 

(Chopa  Amarilla.) 

Head  5 in  total  with  caudal;  depth  3.  D.  XI,  14;  A.  Ill,  13;  scales 
10-65;  pores  20;  anal  a third  higher  than  soft  dorsal;-  caudal  lunate; 
teeth  as  in  K.  seciatrix;  preopercle  scarcely  serrate;  scales  of  back  much 
smaller  than  those  of  sides,  as  are  also  those  of  head,  throat,  and  belly. 
Plumbeous,  with  yellow  lines  marking  edges  of  the  scales;  besides  the 
yellow  streak  across  cheek  to  axil,  another  below  eye  ending  on  opercle; 
yellow  streak  before  nostrils  emphasized  by  black  edgings;  fins  blue, 
deeper  on  the  soft  part ; base  of  pectoral  with  yellow  scales.  Cuba  (Poey) 
to  Brazil  and  the  Canary  Islands;  not  seen  by  us;  a large  species  reach- 
ing 24  to  3 feet  in  length,  a larger  size  than  is  attained  by  K.  seciatrix. 
Evidently  distinct  from  Kyphosus  seciatrix,  with  which  it  is  confounded 
by  Jordan  & Fesler,  its  relations  being  with  K.  analogus.  (incisor,  one 
that  cuts;  from  the  teeth.) 

?Salciina  aurata,  Bowdich,  Excursion  Madeira,  238,  1825,  Bona  Vista  Island;  description 
and  figure  very  bad.  D.  X,  17;  A.  Ill,  14;  body -with  light  orange  stripes. 
Piinelepterus  incisor,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  vii,  266,  1831,  Brazil. 

(Coll.  Delalande.)  (Chcetodon  incisor,  Parkinson  MS.,  about  1765.) 

I’imele2)terus  jiavoUneatus,  Poey,  Eepertorio,  319,  1866,  Havana.  (Coll.  Poey.) 
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1765.  KYPHOSIJS  KLE(iANS  (Peters). 

(Chofa.) 

HeadSf;  depth  2.  D.  XI,  12;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  11-63-17 ; eye  4 in  head; 
snout  3i;  maxillary  31 ; pectoral  If , equals  ventral ; longest  ray  of  soft 
dorsal  24^;  longest  dorsal  spine  2|;  longest  anal  ray  2;  upper  lobe  of  caudal 
equals  head.  Gill  rakers  6 + 15.  Body  ovate,  compressed ; jirofile  rounded, 
slightly  produced  before  eyes,  concave  over  snout  in  some  specimens, 
straight  in  others;  a gentle  curve  from  eyes  to  dorsal;  mouth  small,  hori- 
zontal, the  jaws  equal;  teeth  in  a single  series,  about  36  in  each  jaw; 
maxillary  extending  to  the  vertical  from  anterior  edge  of  orbit;  snout, 
lower  jaw,  and  preorbital  naked,  head  everywhere  else  scaled;  opercles 
with  8 or  9 rows  of  scales ; scales  on  body  large,  somewhat  crowded  ante- 
riorly ; all  the  tins,  except  spinous  dorsal,  with  scales  to  their  edges,  those 
oil  caudal  exceedingly  small.  Tip  of  jiectoral  sharply  rounded,  not  reach- 
ing to  tips  of  ventrals ; ventral  spine  half  as  long  as  soft  raj^s ; anal  spines 
short  and  stout,  graduated;  anal  elevated,  in  front  and  higher  than  soft 
dorsal;  middle  spines  of  dorsal  the  longest,  about  eipial  to  highest  rays 
of  soft  dorsal;  upper  lobe  of  caudal  the  longer.  Vertebne  9-fl6  or 
10-1-15.  Color  grayish  black,  with  paler  centers  to  the  scales;  about  16 
streaks  below  lateral  line;  sides  with  large  faint  diffuse  yellowish  white 
spots;  a little  bluish  and  yellowish  on  sides  of  head;  a yellow  streak 
below  lower  part  of  eye;  no  steel  blue  or  bronze  in  life,  the  coloration 
much  duller  than  in  K.  analogus.  Pacific  Coast  of  tropical  America  from 
Guay  mas  to  Mazatlan.  Here  described  from  Mazatlan  specimens.  This 
species  is  rather  common  about  Mazatlan,  especially  in  the  sluggish  waters 
of  the  Astillero.  It  reaches  a length  of  about  15  inches,  (elegans,  ele- 
gant, but  its  colors  are  less  bright  than  usual  in  this  genus,  and  the  body 
deeper.) 

Vimelej)terus  elegans,  Peters,  Berliner  Monatsbericlite,  707,  1869,  Mazatlan. 

Eypliosus  elegans,  Evekmann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891,  155;  Jordan  & Fe.s. 

LER,  1.  c.,  535,  1893;  Jordan,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  466. 

1766.  KYPHOSUS  SECTATRIX  (Liniiaus). 

(Rudder-fish ; Bermuda  Chub;  Chub;  Chopa  Buanca.) 

Head  3f;  depth  2\.  D.  XI,  12;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  10-55-16.  VertebiTe 
9-t-16.  Body  ovate,  somewhat  compressed;  longest  dorsal  spine  4 the 
height  of  body,  rather  higher  than  soft  dorsal  and  nearlj-  equal  to  longest 
ray  of  anal;  teeth  35  to  40  on  each  side;  horizontal  jirocess  of  the  teeth 
not  much  longer  than  the  vertical;  interorbital  siiace  2^  in  head;  top  and 
sides  of  head  fiuel}'^  scaled ; interorbital  region  gibbons,  below  which  point 
the  snout  is  truncate;  preopercle  weakly  serrulate;  gill  rakers  long;  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  very  low ; the  longest  ray  of  anal  2^  in  head,  longest  spine 
2^;  median  dorsbl  spines  highest;  second  anal  spine  highest;  caudal  well 
forked,  the  lower  lobe  longer.  Color  in  life  steel  gray,  very  slightly 
bluish,  not  much  paler  below;  the  edges  of  each  row  of  scales  on  back 
and  sides  slightly  brassy,  so  that  very  faint  yellowish  stripes  alternate 
with  bluish  ones  of  about  equal  width;  a diffuse  pale  stripe  below  eye,  a 
yellowish  one  above  and  below  this;  fins  all  dull  grayish;  ventrals  and 
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anal  somevrliat  blackish;  edge  of  opercle  slightly  darker.  Here  described 
from  Key  West  specimens.  West  Indies,  ranging  from  Cape  Cod  to  the 
West  Indies,  crossing  the  ocean  to  the  Canary  Islands;  accidental  in  the 
Mediterranean,  once  taken  at  Palermo  by  Professor  Pietro  Doderlein.  Not 
rare  off  our  Atlantic  coasts,  l)ecoming  rather  common  southward,  espe- 
ciallj^  at  Key  West.  It  has  long  been  noted  for  its  habit  of  following- 
vessels,  su])poj^bly  for  the  waste  food  thrown  from  them,  hence  called 
Kudder-fish.  A lish  of  considerable  game  qualities.  Length  18  inches, 
(feminine  of  sectator,  one  who  follows.) 

Perea  marina  sectatrix  (the  Kiidtler-fish),  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Car.  1738,  Carolina. 

I'erca  saltarix,  Linx.^:us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  293,  1758  (uiisprint,  incorrectlj'  copied  from 
Catesby,  who  called  it  seefttrix),  Carolina. 

Chretodon  cyprinaceas  (Broiissouet),  Gmelix,  Syst.  Nat.,  i,  1269,  1788,  name  only;  on  a 
specimen  from  the  tropical  Atlantic.  (Coll.  Parkinson,  in  Voyage  Capt.  Cook; 
described  by  CuYiER  &.  Valenciennes,  he.,  vin,  263.) 

Pimclepterus  hosqiiii,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  429, 1803,  South  Carolina.  (Coll. 
Bose.) 

Pimelepterus  oblonyior,  CuviER  &.  VALENCIENNES,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  Vll,  264,  1831,  locality 
unknown  ; depth  3 in  total  length ; 14  longitudinal  streaks. 

Pimelepterus  bosci  var.  sicula,  Doderlein,  Nat.  Sicil.,  Ann.  11,  fasc.  2, 1883,  Palermo. 
Pimelepterus  bosci,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist. Nat.  Pois.,  vii,  258,  pi.  187, 1831 ; Jordan 
A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  561, 1883. 

Perea  sectatrix,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xii,  486,  1766. 

Cyphosus  bosqui,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 128. 

Kyphosus  sectatrix,  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  525, 1893. 


1767.  KYPHOSUS  LUTESCEyS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

HeadSf;  depth  2^.  D.  XI,  11 ; A.  Ill,  11 ; scales  12-67-22.  Body  oblong- 
elliptical,  robust;  the  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  moderately  and  nearly 
equally  arched;  head  bluntish;  the  proffle  evenly  curved,  without  depres- 
sion in  front  of  the  eye;  the  preorbital  region  less  gibbous  than  in  K.  secta- 
irix;  mouth  terminal,  thelower  jaw  slightly  theshorter,  the  broad  maxillary 
reaching  to  opposite  the  front  of  the  eye,  its  width  about  equal  to  that  of 
the  preorbital;  teeth  in  both  jaws  broad,  rounded  or  subtruncate,  in 
single  rows,  the  horizontal  roots  longer  than  the  crown,  but  not  twice  as 
long;  about  36  teeth  in  each  jaw;  behind  the  large  teeth  in  each  jaw  is  a 
band  of  rasp-like  asperities;  gill  rakers  short,  about  6-fl6;  iireopercle 
with  its  angle  rounded  and  membranaceous,  the  vertical  limb  straight  and 
minutely  serrulate;  cheeks  with  10  or  11  rows  of  scales,  including  smaller 
ones;  x>reorbital,  jaws,  snout,  rim  of  eye,  and  rounded  part  of  preopercle 
naked,  the  head  otherwise  closely  scaly ; scales  on  body  rather  small,  firm, 
smoothish,  those  on  breast  smaller;  fins,  as  usual,  with  the  soft  parts 
covered  Avith  small  scales;  dorsal  spines  rather  high  and  strong,  the 
middle  ones  highest,  higher  than  the  soft  rays,  nearly  twice  the  height  of 
the  last  spine,  and  2^  in  head,  3j  in  greatest  depth  of  body;  soft  dorsal 
rather  high,  not  at  all  falcate,  the  first  rays  | the  length  of  the  head;  anal 
tin  similar,  shorter  and  higher,  the  spines  graduated,  the  longest  rays 
more  than  i length  of  head;  caudal  wide,  moderately  forked,  the  lobes 
equal,  the  longer  as  long  or  a little  longer  than  head,  the  depth  of  the 
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fin,  from  tip  to  tip,  about  equal  to  greatest  depth  of  body.  Pectorals 
short,  slightly  longer  than  ventral s,  as  long  as  from  snout  to  edge  of  pre- 
opercle.  Yeutrals  placed  Avell  behind  pectorals,  not  reaching  vent.  Color- 
ation in  spirits,  nearly  uniform  light  grayish,  without  distinct  markings; 
golden  yellow  in  life,  according  to  Lieutenant  Nichols;  very  faint  darker 
streaks  present  along  the  rows  of  scales;  preorbital,  suborbital,  and  pre- 
opercle  bright  sih  ery ; lower  jaw  silvery ; both  jaws  dusky  at  tip ; fins  all 
pale;  very  obscure  darker  blotch  in  front  of  base  of  pectoral.  Numerous 
specimens  collected  by  Robert  C.  McGregor  at  Clarion  and  Socorro  islands 
• show  surprising  variations  in  color.  Some  are  wholly  dark  steel  blue,  the 
pale  streaks  faint,  some  are  bright  lemon  yellow  as  the  original  type, 
while  others  have  yellow  blotches  variously  placed,  sometimes  tln^  head 
only  bright  yellow. 

The  species  resembles  K.  elegans,  but  is  very  distinct,  the  depth  less  2f 
to  2j  (2  in  elegans),  the  scales  smaller,  almost  as  small  as  in  K.  analogus, 
the  streaks  narrow  and  obscure.  The  anal  is  higher  and  shorter  than  in 
elegans,  its  longest  ray  li  in  base  of  soft  part,  2^  in  head.  Pectoral  longer, 
Ij  in  head  (I^  in  elegans).  Teeth  broader  and  more  compressed  than  in  any 
other  of  our  s])ecies,  the  maxillary  long(‘r,  reaching  to  opposite  pui)il,  3^ 
in  head  (3;^  in  elegans  and  analogus),  the  premaxillary  processes  extend- 
ing farther  back.  Longest  ray  of  anal  is  3 in  base  of  soft  part  of  fin  in 
analogus,  2 in  elegans,  in  lutesvens.  Length  16  inches.  Revillagigedo 
Archipelago;  known  only  from  Socorro  and  Clarion  islands,  (lutescens 
growing  yellow.) 

Pimelepterus  lutescens,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mu.s.  1881,  229,  Braithwaite 
Bay,  Socorro  Island  (Coll. Lieut.  Nichols) ; Jordan,  Bull.  XL  S.  Fish  Conun.  1881,  328. 
Kyi)hosus  lutescens,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1885,  380;  Jordan  Sc  Fesler,  1.  c.,536. 

567.  SECTATOR,  Jordan  & Fesler. 

Sectator,  Jordan  Sc  Fesler,  Review  Sparoid  Fishes,  534,  1893  {ocyunis). 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Kgphosns,  from  which  it  differs  in  its  smaller 
incisor  teeth,  which  have  very  inconspicuous  roots,  and  by  the  deeply 
forked  caudal,  (sectator,  one  that  follows,  a name  early  applied  to  the 
rudder-fish  from  its  custom  of  following  ships.) 

1768.  SECTATOK  OOYUKUS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  3^;  depth  2^.  D.  XI,  13;  A.  Ill,  14;  scales  12-78-20  (rows).  Body 
oblong-elliptical,  much  less  compressed  and  elevated  than  in  related  spe- 
cies ; both  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  regularly  and  nearly  eipially  curved ; 
frontal  region  little  gibbous,  the  depression  below  it  little  marked  and 
the  snout  scarcely  blunt;  mouth  small,  terminal,  the  lower  jaw  slightly 
included;  maxillary  not  reaching  front  of  eye;  incisor  teeth  very  small, 
about  30  in  the  upper  jaw  lanceolate,  each  with  a very  small  horizontal 
process,  shorter  than  the  tooth;  behind  them  a band  of  scarcely  evident 
asperities;  patches  of  similar  asperities  on  vomer  and  palatines;  eye  very 
large,  nearly  as  long  as  snout,  its  diameter  nearly  4 interorbital  width  and 
i length  of  head;  preopercle  produced  and  rounded  at  angle,  its  margin 
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weakly  serrulate  ; gill  membranes  united  straight  across  breast,  free  from 
the  isthmus,  their  free  border  under  posterior  part  of  eye;  gill  rakers 
small  and  short;  pseudobranchia^  present;  head  more  completely  sealed 
than  in  K.  sectatrix;  the  naked  areas  similar,  but  more  restricted;  scales 
striated  and  rugose,  butscarcely  ctenoid,  much  smootherthan  in  K.  sectairix, 
those  on  middle  of  sides  largest,  those  on  breast  not  much  reduced  in  size; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  completely  covered  with  scales,  the  pectorals  and 
caudal  nearly  so ; dorsal  spines  low,  the  longest  3^  in  head,  the  base  of  the 
fin  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  soft  dorsal  or  the  anal ; soft  dorsal  very 
low,  its  last  ray  longest,  its  middle  rays  not  so  long  as  the  eye;  caudal 
extremely  long,  deeply  forked,  the  lobes  falcate,  the  upper  rays  more  than 
4 times  the  length  of  the  middle  rays  and  equal  to  the  greatest  depth 
of  the  body;  anal  long  and  low,  its  base  greater  than  length  of  head,  its 
last  ray  longest,  its  middle  rays  shorter  than  eye ; anal  spines  small,  gradu- 
ated; ventrals  short,  well  behind  pectorals,  nearly  ^ length  of  head,  and 
reaching  halfway  to  front  of  anal;  pectorals  short,  a little  more  than 
^ head.  Color  in  life:  Back  and  sides  above  light  olive-brown,  becoming 
yellowish-olive  below;  belly  and  lower  part  of  sides  white;  each  side 
of  back  with  a A^ery  distinct  dark-blue  stripe,  commencing  a little  in  front 
of  origin  of  dorsal  and  running  to  upper  lobe  of  caudal  fin,  gradually 
increasing  in  Avidth  backward  to  caudal  peduncle,  along  which  it  is  sud- 
denly narrowed;  a small  blue  spot  on  median  line  between  the  orbits,  a 
broad  blue  stripe  from  snout  through  eye  to  suprascapula;  a second  from 
snout  through  loAver  margin  of  orbit  to  opercle,  where  it  is  abruptly 
expanded;  lores  golden,  abroad  golden  stripe  behind  angle  of  mouth,  not 
reaching  preopcrcular  margin ; a broad  dark-blue  stripe  from  aboA^e  base 
of  pectorals  straight  to  base  of  median  caudal  rays;  beloAV  this  is  a nar- 
rower golden  stripe;  loAver  part  of  sides  Avith  indistinct  longitudinal 
brownish  streaks  along  the  margins  of  the  series  of  scales;  A’^ertical  fins 
golden  yellow,  caudal  narrowly  margined  with  black;  pectorals  brown 
Avithin,  the  outer  side  sih^ery  with  yellow  tinge;  ventrals  yellow  on  inner 
margins,  sih^ery  on  the  outer;  roof  of  mouth  and  tongue  bright  Avhite. 
Panama;  known  only  from  the  original  types.  {chHV<;,  swift;  ovpd,  tail.) 

rhnele2)teriis  ocryurus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fisli  Comm.  1881,  327,  328,  Bay  of 
Panama.  (Type,  No.  29395,  IT.  S.  N.  M.  .Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert.) 

Kyphosns  ocyurus,  Jordan,  I’roc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1885,  380;  Jordan  & Fesler,  1.  c.,  536. 

568.  M EDI  ALU  N A,  Jordan  & Fesler. 

(Medialunas.) 

Medialnna,  Jordan  & Fesler,  Keview  Sparoid  Fishes,  536,  1893  (calif orniensis). 

Body  OAuite-elliptical,  covered  with  small,  firm,  ctenoid  scales,  Avhich 
also  coA'er  the  membranes  of  the  soft  parts  of  the  vertical  fins;  mouth 
small,  terminal,  horizontal;  the  maxillary  narrow,  slipping  under  the 
edge  of  the  rather  narrow  preorbital;  sides,  top  of  head,  and  jaAvs  closely 
scaled;  preopercle  minutely  crenulate  at  angle;  jaws  with  broad  bands 
of  slender  teeth,  those  in  the  outer  seri(*s  incisor-like,  compressed,  nar- 
row, and  lanceolate  in  form,  the  outer  surface  transversely  convex,  the 
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inner  concave;  the  other  teeth  of  the  jaws  similar,  hut  y;row  progress- 
ively smaller  backward  toward  the  inside  of  the  mouth ; incisors  without 
conspicuous  roots  behind;  all  the  teeth  somewhat  movable,  as  in  Girella; 
no  molar  teeth;  vomer,  palatines,  and  tongue  with  patches  of  minute 
villiform  teeth;  gill  rakers  slender,  rather  long;  dorsal  spines  low,  in  a 
slight  groove,  about  10  in  number,  gradually  increasing  in  height  to  the 
sixth,  then  decreasing;  soft  part  of  the  fin  elongate,  much  longer  than  the 
spinous  part,  not  falcate,  the  longest  ray  f base  of  the  soft-rayed  part  of 
fin,  the  fin  pointed  behind;  anal  comparatively  short,  its  base  3f  in  body, 
its  rays  III,  19;  anal  spines  small,  graduated,  the  soft  rays  numerous; 
caudal  lunate;  scales  thinnish,  adherent,  with  smaller  ones  intermixed; 
pyloric  cieca  extremely  numerous;  air  bladder  small;  branchiostegals  7. 
This  genus  contains  a single  species  which  belongs  to  the  Californian 
fauna.  Its  nearest  relative  seems  to  be  the  Australian  genus  AtyjAchthys, 
Giinther,  which  has  a differeut  fin  formula  (D.  XI,  15;  A.  Ill,  15),  and  the 
middle  dorsal  spines  much  longer,  about  1 of  head.  These  fishes  show 
some  analogies  to  the  Cimiodontidiv  in  form  and  dentition  and  in  the 
scaling  of  the  fins.  The  osteology  is,  however,  much  as  in  Eyphosus  and 
(rivella,  and  is  essentially  Percoid.  The  post-temporal  is  short  and  thick, 
not  anchylosed  in  the  skull.  (Spanish  medialuna — half  moon,  the  vernacu- 
lar name  of  the  typical  species  in  California.) 

1769.  MKDIALUNA  ( ALIFOR.VIENSIS  (Steimlacliiier). 

(Medialuna  ; Half  Moon.) 

Head  3|;  depth  2^;  eye  small,  5 in  head,  1^  in  snont.  D.  IX-I,  22;  A. 
111,19;  scales  9-58-12.  Body  ovate-elliptical,  its  outlines  regular;  head 
bluutish,  rounded,  the  profile  strongly  convex;  maxillary  narrow,  not 
reaching  front  of  eye;  preorbital  narrow;  mouth  small,  terminal,  hori- 
zontal; jaws  with  broad  bauds  of  slender  teeth,  the  outer  compressed, 
narrowly  lanceolate,  without  evident  roots  behind;  outer  teeth  similar, 
growing  smaller  backward,  all  somewhat  movable;  vomer,  palatines,  and 
tongue  with  patches  of  minute  teeth;  gill  rakers  slender,  rather  long, 
about  6-}-17;  preopercle  entire.  Dorsal  spines  low,  the  middle  spines 
highest,  scarcely  longer  than  eye;  soft  dorsal  low,  not  elevated  in  front, 
little  higher  than  spines;  anal  low;  caudal  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  slightly 
longer;  pectorals  short  and  narrow;  veutrals  rather  small;  scales  thin- 
nish, adherent,  with  smaller  ones  intermixed;  sides,  top  of  head,  and  jaws 
closely  scaled.  Color  blackish,  with  steely  luster ; paler,  and  often  mottled 
below;  sides  with  faint  obliipie  vertical  lines  of  spots;  fins  blackish. 
Coast  of  southern  California,  from  Point  Conception  southward  to  Cerros 
Island.  'I’liis  handsome  fish  is  abundant  on  the  rocky  coasts  of  southern 
California.  It  reaches  a length  of  about  a foot,  and  is  a food-fish  of  good 
quality. 

Scorpis  calif orniensis , Steindachner,  Iclitli,  Beitr.,  in,  19,  1875,  San  Diego;  Jordan  &. 

Gilbert,  Synopsis,  562,  1883,  and  elsewhere. 

Ccesiosoma  californiense,  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  X.  A.,  92,  1885. 

Medialuna  californiensis,  Jordan  & Fesler,  Lc..  537,  1893. 
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Family  CLY.  SCI^NID.F. 

(Thk  Croakers.) 

Body  compressed,  more  or  less  elongate,  covered  with  rather  thin  scales 
which  are  nsnally  more  or  less  ctenoid.  Lateral  line  continuous,  usually 
more  or  less  concurrent  with  the  hack,  extending  on  caudal  fin.  Head 
prominent,  covered  with  scales;  bones  of  the  skull  cavernous,  the  mucif- 
erous  system  highly  developed,  the  surface  of  the  skull,  when  the  flesh  is 
removed,  very  uneven.  Suborhital  hones  without  a backward  projecting 
‘^stay.”  Chin  usually  with  pores,  sometimes  Avith  barbels.  Mouth  small 
or  large,  the  teeth  in  one  or  more  series,  the  outer  of  which  are  sometimes 
enlarged;  canines  often  present.  No  incisor  nor  molar  teeth  ; no  teeth  on 
vomer,  i)a]atiues,  pterygoids,  nor  tongue.  Maxillary  without  supplemental 
bone,  slipping  under  the  free  edge  of  the  preorbital,  Avhich  is  usually 
broad.  Prernaxillaries  protractile,  but  not  very  freely  movable.  Nostrils 
double.  Pseudobranchia^  usuallj’^  large,  present  in  most  of  the  genera. 
Gills  4,  a slit  behind  fourth.  Gill  rakers  present.  Branchostegals  7. 
Gill  membranes  separate,  free  from  the  isthmus.  Lower  pharyngeals 
separate  or  united,  often  enlarged,  the  teeth  conic  or  molar.  Preopercle 
serrate  or  not.  Opercle  usually  ending  in  2 flat  points.  Dorsal  fin 
deeply  notched  or  divided  into  2 fins,  the  soft  dorsal  being  the  longer, 
the  spines  depressible  into  a more  or  less  perfect  groove.  Anal  fin  with 
1 or  2 spines,  never  more  than  2.  A^ntral  fins  thoracic,  I,  5,  below  or 
behind  pectorals.  Pectoral  fins  normal.  Caudal  fin  usually  not  forked. 
Ear  bones  or  otoliths  very  large.  Pyloric  caica  usually  rather  few.  Air 
bladder  usually  large  and  complicated  (wanting  in  2Ienticirrhns).  Most 
of  the  species  make  a peculiar  noise,  called  variously  croaking,  grunting, 
drumming,  and  snoring;  this  sound  is  supposed  to  be  caused  by  forcing 
the  air  from  the  air  bladder  into  one  of  the  lateral  horns.  An  important 
family  of  30  genera  and  150  species,  found  on  sandy  shores  in  all  warm 
seas,  a few  species  being  confined  to  fresh  waters.  None  occurs  in  deep 
water  and  none  among  rocks.  Many  of  them  reach  a large  size,  and 
nearly  all  are  A^alued  for  food.  All  are  carniAmrous  and  some  are  of  inter- 
est as  game  fishes.*  (Sekvnidev,  Giinther,  Cat.  Fishes,  ii,  265-318.) 

We  begin  our  series  of  Sciamidee  Avith  the  genus  Seriphus,  which  is  per- 
haps most  primitive  of  the  existing  genera,  and  avc  close  it  with  'Eques, 
which  stands  at  the  opposite  extreme  from  Seriphus.  In  passing  down  the 
series  from  Xehris  and  Odontosc'wn,  the  most  Otolitlius-\i\e  of  the  Scievnimp, 
to  Scippna,  Meyiticirrlins,  Eques,  and  the  other  extreme  forms,  we  find  no 
A*ery  sharp  line  of  division.  The  middle  line,  if  we  may  so  speak,  lies 
between  BairdieUa  chri/soleuca  and  Ophioscion  scierus,  two  species  really 
closely  allied  to  each  other. 

The  Scia’ninw  constitute  an  irregularly  graduated  series,  the  characters 
changing  bj^  small  and  often  scarcely  perceptible  gradations  from  the 
forms  allied  to  Cynoscion  on  the  one  hand  to  those  approaching  Eques  on 
the  other. 


* A review  of  the  Scicenidee  of  America  and  Europe  has  heeu  published  by  Joi’dan  & 
Eigeutuann,  Report  V.  S.  Fish  Conuu.  for  1886  (1889),  343-446,  pis.  1-4. 
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Nothing  could  be  more  unnatural  or  more  ineffective  than  the  subdivision 
adopted  by  Cuvier,  whereby  tlie  Sciwniiuv  without  barbels  are  divided  into 
3 groups,  Corvina,  Johuius,  and  Scievna,  solely  on  the  strength  of  the  second 
anal  spine.  This  is  large  in  Corvina,  very  feeble  in  Sciaoia,  and  inter- 
mediate in  Johnius.  Giinther’s  arrangement,  by  which  the  species  referred 
to  Johnius,  are  divided  between  Corvina  and  Scuena,  is  no  better,  as  very 
many  of  the  sj^ecies  have  this  si)ine  neither  large  nor  small,  and  could  as 
well  be  placed  in  the  one  group  as  the  other.  Bleeker  divides  this  group 
into  Pseudoscuvna,  species  with  the  mouth  oblique  and  the  jaws  subequal, 
the  lower  jaw  with  the  teeth  of  the  inner  row  enlarged,  and  Johnius  with 
the  mouth  horizontal  and  the  lower  jaw  included,  the  teeth  of  the  lower  jaw 
being  in  villiform  bands.  This  arrangement  is  better  than  the  other  only 
in  theory.  The  characters  chosen  are  of  more  value  as  indicating  relation- 
ship, but  they  can  not  be  applied  in  practice,  as  there  are  intermediate 
gradations  of  all  sorts.  The  tyi)e  of  Pseudoscia^na  (Scuvna  aquila)  is  in  fact 
much  more  nearly  related  to  the  type  of  Johnius  than  to  most  of  the 
species  associated  with  in  in  Pseudoscuvna. 

As  we  ])ro(  eed  along  the  series  of  Sciaaiina'  from  Larhnus  toward  Menti- 
cirrhus,  the  following  changes  are  notable:  In  the  Larhnus  type  the  pores 
on  the  snout  are  small  and  few,  and  there  are  no  distinct  slits  or  lobes  on 
the  snout  above  the  upj)er  jaw  ; in  the  other  type  the  pores  become  large 
jind  conspicuous,  4 to  G in  number,  and  the  thiekened  snout  above  the 
n})per  jaw  has  two  slits  on  each  side,  bounding  two  dermal  lobes.  The 
mouth  becomes  smaller,  narrower,  more  horizontal  as  we  proceed  toward 
Meniicirrhus,  the  lower  jaw  shorter,  and  the  bands  of  teeth  in  both  jaws 
more  and  more  broad,  those  in  the  lower  more  decidedly  villiform ; the 
pores  on  the  chin  become  larger  and  more  numerous,  the  number  rising 
from  2 to  5;  the  lower  pharyngeals  become  larger,  and  their  teeth  larger 
and  less  acute;  the  preorbital  becomes  wider  and  more  gibbous,  the  gill 
rakers,  shorter,  fewer,  and  more  like  tubercles;  the  anal  fin  is  placed  far- 
ther forward,  and  the  spines  of  the  fins  generally  are  less  slender;  the 
scales,  as  a rule,  become  rougher  and  the  rows  of  scales  less  regular  in 
their  <lirection.  The  flesh,  as  a rule,  becomes  firmer,  coarser,  less  agree- 
able in  flavor,  and  of  less  value  as  food;  but  this,  like  some  other  charac- 
ters mentioned  above,  is  subject  to  much  variation.  It  may  be  noted  that 
ill  some  Sciwnida’  the  middle  rays  of  the  caudal  are  more  produced  in 
young  specimens.  In  some,  also,  the  serrations  on  the  prcopercle  become 
weaker  or  even  obsolete  with  age.  (Scuvnida-,  Giiiither,  Gat.,  ii,  265-318.) 

()touthin.t;: 

I.  Vertebra;  14  or  15  + 10  or  11,  the  abdominal  portion  of  the  .spinal  oohmm  having  always 
more  vertebne  than  tlie  caudal  portion,  the  anal  fin  being  posterior  in  its  inser- 
tion; body  more  or  less  elongate,  tlie  mouth  large,  the  lower  jaw  projecting,  the 
])reopercle  with  a erenulate,  membranaceous  border;  snout  without  distinct  pores 
or  .slits;  no  barliels;  preorbital  narrow ; gill  rakers  .slender,  moderate,  or  ratber 
long;  anal  fin  with  1 or  2 very  Aveak  spines,  the  second  closely  connected  Avith  the 
first  soft  ray ; scales  small,  smoothish. 

a.  Anal  fin  long,  of  15  to  21  soft  rays,  its  length  more  than  half  that  of  soft  dorsal ; dorsal 
fins  more  or  less  separated;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  closely  sealed. 
b.  Teeth  small;  sharp,  subequal,  uniserial  below,  in  a narroAv  baud  aboA-e;  no 
canines;  anal  and  soft  dorsal  Avith  20  to  22  rays  each,  the  former  but  little 
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shorter  than  the  latter;  dorsal  fins  -well  separated;  body  compressed;  scales 
large,  ctenoid ; lateral  line  straight ; gill  rakers  long  and  slender ; caudal 
fin  lunate.  Seriphus,  569. 

hh.  Teeth  larger,  very  unequal;  tip  of  upper  jaw  with  one  or  two  strong  canines; 
enlarged  teeth  or  canines  on  sides  of  lower  jaw ; anal  fin  J shorter  than  soft 
dorsal,  with  15  to  18  soft  rays ; dorsal  fins  well  separated,  the  interspace 
about  equal  to  eye;  soft  dorsal  of  24  rays;  body  compressed;  scales  rather 
small,  cycloid.  Isopisthus,  570. 

aa.  Anal  fin  moderate,  or  short,  of  7 to  13  soft  rays,  its  length  less  than  ^ that  of  second 
dorsal;  dorsal  fins  contiguous;  lateral  line  arched  in  front, 

c.  Canine  teeth,  if  present,  not  lance-shaped,  tapering  from  base  to  tip. 

d.  Lower  jaw  without  canines  at  its  tip,  some  of  its  lateral  teeth  sometimes 
enlarged  ; tip  of  upper  jaw  usually  with  canines. 

e.  Mouth  very  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  little  projecting,  the  angle  at  base 
of  mandible  A’ery  prominent;  body  compressed.  Buccone, 571. 
ee.  Mouth  little  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  projecting  at  tip;  angle  at  base 
of  mandible  little  prominent ; body  subfusiform.  Cyxoscion,  572. 
cc.  Canine  teeth  lance-shaped,  widened  toward  the  tip,  then  abruptly  pointed ; 
canines  of  front  of  premaxillary  largest;  about  2 canines  on  front  of  lower 
jaw  on  each  side;  outer  teeth  of  upper  jaAv  enlarged,  somewhat  lance- 
shaped; outer  teeth  of  lower  jaw  compressed;  air  bladder  with  2 horn-like 
processes;  gill  rakers  moderate,  slender;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  fin  scaly. 

Sagenichthys,  573. 

II.  VertebrPD  9 to  12  [- 13  to  20,  typically  10  | 14,  the  number  in  the  abdominal  part  of  the 
body  being  always  less  than  in  the  caudal  part;  dorsal  fins  contiguous,  the  soft 
dorsal  being  long,  much  longer  than  the  anal. 

/.  Dorsal  spines  well  separated,  the  first  dorsal  spine  attached  to  the  third  or  fourth  inter- 
neural,  not  more  than  2 of  the  spine-bearing  interneurals  being  placed  between  the 
same  pair  of  A'ertebrm ; soft  rays  of  dorsal  fin  usually  17  to  32  (37  to  40  in  LoncJmirus, 
45  to  50  in  Scimioides) ; occipital  crest  not  greatly  eleA^ated. 

(j.  Lower  pharyngeals  separate. 

h.  Lower  jaw  without  barbels. 

i.  Caudal  fin  moderately  scaly,  its  distal  portion  usually  more  or  less  naked, 
the  scales  not  numerous  enough  to  give  a thickened  appearance  to  the  fin. 

j.  Teeth  well  developed,  permanent  in  both  jaws. 

k.  Lower  pharyngeals  rather  narroAv,  their  teeth  conic  and  mostly 
sharp,  none  of  them  molar;  outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  more  or 
less  enlarged. 

Gill  rakers  comparatively  long  and  slender;  mouth  more  or 
less  oblique;  anal  fin  usually  (but  not  always)  inserted 
])osteriorly ; preoi’bital  usually  narrow,  fiat;  edge  of  snout 
above  upper  jaw  with  the  pores  and  slits  little  conspicuous 
or  obsolete. 

m.  Skull  excessively  cavernous,  soft  and  spongy  to  the 
touch,  the  interorbital  space  very  broad ; eye  very 
small;  mouth  large,  oblique ; preopercle  Avith  a broad 
membranaceous  border,  which  is  striated  and  fringed ; 
scales  small;  spinous  dorsal  .short  and  weak;  anal 
spines  AA'eak ; caudal  fin  pointed. 

71.  P.seudobranchinB  present;  teeth  subequal,  all  villi- 
form,  in  narroAV  bands;  soft  dorsal  long,  of  30 
to  35  rays ; anal  fin  rather  long;  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  scaly;  lower  jaw  projecting;  Aertebric 
10  + 14;  gill  rakers  long  and  slender ; air  bladder 
Avith  two  horns.  Nebris,  574. 


* This  character  like  many  others  passes  away  bj*  degrees,  leaving  no  sharp  division 
between  I and  ll. 
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mm.  Skull  firm,  not  excessively  cavernous,  interorbital 
space  less  broad ; preorbital  not  turgid ; soft  dorsal 
of  less  than  30  rays. 

0.  Scales  of  the  lateral  line  considerably  enlarged, 
almost  entirely  concealed  by  smaller  ones; 
anal  fin  small,  inserted  well  forward  its  first 
spine  usually  as  near  ventrals  as  caudal ; cau- 
dal fin  pointed,  its  peduncle  long  and  slender; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly ; scales  small ; pre- 
opercle  without  bony  serrm;  pseudobranchia- 
small,  often  obsolete  on  one  side.  (Fluviatilo 
species.)  Plagioscion,  575. 

00.  Scales  of  the  lateral  line  similar  to  the  others,  not 
concealed  by  smaller  ones ; anal  fin  inserted 
more  or  less  po.steriorly,  first  spine  usually 
nearer  caudal  than  ventrals ; caudal  peduncle 
rather  short ; pseudohranchise  well  developed, 

p.  Head  not  very  broad,  the  interorbital  space 
not  notably  spongy  nor  deeply  cavernous. 

q.  Preopercle  with  its  membranaceous 
edge  entire,  crenulate  or  ciliate, 
with  no  bony  teeth  ; teeth  in  lower 
jaw  in  few  series. 

r.  Teeth  very  small,  equal,  uni.serial 
or  very  nearly  so;  snout  very 
short;  cleft  of  mouth  oblique  or 
even  vertical,  the  lower  jaw 
])rojecting.  Larimus,  .'>76. 
rr.  Teeth  larger,  moie  or  less  un- 
equal, those  of  the  lower  jaw 
in  one  or  two  series  or  in 
bands ; cleft  of  mouth  not  ver- 
tical. 

s.  Hpper  jaw  with  some  of  the 
teeth  enlarged,  forming 
canines ; some  canines  in 
loAver  jaw;  lower  jaw 
projecting. 

Odontoscion,  577. 
.Si'.  U])])er  jaw  with  a narrow 
band  of  teeth,  those  of 
the  outer  row  more  or 
less  enlarged;  no  distinct 
canines.  CoRVULA,  578. 
qq.  I’reopercle  with  its  bony  margin  arm- 
ed with  sharp  teeth  or  serra‘. 

t.  J*reopercle  with  its  lowermost 
spine  directed  abrujith'  down- 
ward ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  fin 

• moderately  scalj". 

u.  Lower  jaw  with  a few  slen- 
der canines;  second  anal 
spine  very  small. 

Elattarchus,  579. 

\ mi.  Lower  jaw  withoutcanines; 

^ second  anal  spine  mod- 

erate or  large. 

Bairdiei.i.a,  580. 

"1“ 
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‘ pp.  Head  very  broad  above,  tlie  interorbital 
space  flattisb,  excessively  cavernous, 
the  septa  reduced  to  thin  partitions; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  tin  usually  densely 
scjily;  second  spine  of  dorsal  usually 
thickened.  Stellifer.  581. 

ll.  Gill  rakers  comparatively  short  and  thick,  usually  not  longer 
than  posterior  nostril ; anal  fin  inserted  farther  forwai’d  ; 
snout  above  lower  jaw  with  large  pores,  and  with  two 
more  or  less  distinct  slits  on  its  edge,  tliese  .sometimes 
obsolete ; preorbital  more  or  less  broad ; month  more  t)r 
less  inferior. 

V.  Preopercle  with  its  bony  margin  armed  with  strong  per- 
sistent spines  which  do  not  disappear  with  age;  caii- 
dal  tin  not  lunate,  the  middle  rays  longer  than  the 
lower.  Ophio.scion,  582. 

vv.  Prc'opercle  with  its  bony  margin  serrate  in  the  young, 
becoming  entire  with  age;  caudal  tin  truncate  or  lu- 
nate, the  middle  rays  not  longest;  .slits  and  pores  of 
upper  jaws  Avell  developed.  SrET;NOPS,  583. 

vvv.  I'reoperclo  without  bony  serratures,  its  membranaceous 
edge  entire  or  crenate,  or  fringed;  slits  and  pores  ot 
upper  jaw  well  developed.  Sci^.na,  584. 

kk.  Lower  pharyngeals  very  broad,  with  coarse  blunt  molar  teeth ; 
teeth  in  both  jaws  subequal,  in  broad  bands;  preopercle  with  its 
bony  margin  coar.sely  serrate;  lower  jaw  included;  siioiit  witli 
pores  and  slits  as  in  Scicena  ; gill  rakers  rather  short  and  slender. 

Roncador,  585. 

jj.  Teeth  very  small,  subequal,  those  in  the  lower  jaw  wanting  or  decidu- 
ous; lower  pharyngeals  rather  broad,  with  paved  teeth;  mouth 
small,  inferior;  snout  as  in  Sciceiia,-  preopercle  entire;  anal  tin 
long,  with  about  12  soft  rays ; gill  rakers  sborti.sb,  rather  slender. 

Leiostomus,  580. 

}ih.  Lower  jaw  with  one  or  more  barbels,  either  at  the  sj'mpbysis  or  on  the  rami; 
snout  with  slits  find  pores  as  in  Scicena  ; lower  jaw  included;  preorbital 
broad ; lower  teeth  in  villiform  bands ; gill  rakers  more  or  less  short. 
w.  PseudobrancliifB  well  developed ; pectoral  fin  not  elongate. 

X.  Lower  jaw  with  slender  barbels,  usually  several  in  number. 

y.  Barbels  mostly  in  a tuft  at  the  symphysis  of  lower  jaw;  mouth 
very  .small,  inferior;  gill  rakers  minute,  thickish;  dorsal 
spines  XorXI;  preo])ercle  sharply  but  finely  serrate;  pre- 
orbital turgid  and  cavernous,  more  or  less  translucent; 
caudal  tin  rhombic.  (Fluviatile  species.)  Pachypops,  587. 
yy.  Barbels  chiefly  lateral,  along  the  rami  of  the  lower  jaw,  msually 
none  at  the  symphysis;  lower  pharyngeals  narrow,  with 
sharp  teeth. 

z.  Preopercle  without  bony  serrae ; dorsal  spines  XIY ; gill 
rakers  short,  but  rather  slender.  Genyonemus,  588. 
zz.  Preopercle  with  its  bonj^  margin  armed  with  strong  teeth  ; 
dorsal  spines  X or  XI ; gill  rakers  short,  thickish. 

Micropogon,  589. 

XX.  Lower  jaw  with  a single  thickish  barbel  at  its  tij). 

a'.  Air  bladder  large;  anal  spines  2;  back  more  or  less  elevated; 
preopercle  with  its  bony  margin  crenate  or  serrate;  pec- 
torals short,  shorter  than  ventrals.  (Free  swimming 
species.)  Fmbrina,  590. 
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aa'.  Air  bladder  none ; anal  spine  single,  weak : back  not  elevated ; 

preopercle  with  its  membranaceous  edge  crenulate ; pec- 
toral fins  long,  longer  than  ventrals.  (Bottom  fishes.) 

Menticiruhus,  591. 

ww.  Pseudobranchiie  obsolete ; bod j’ long  and  low;  caudal  pointed ; pectoral 
fin  elongate;  preopercle  without  bony  serratures. 

Mandible  with  a roAv  of  slender  barbels  along  its  inner  edge ; chin  witli- 
out  large  barbels.  Paralonchukus,  592. 

hh'.  Mandible  without  barbels  along  the  inner  edge.  Chin  with  two  short 
barbels ; soft  dorsa  1 with  30  to  40  rays.  Lonchiukus,  593. 

APLODINOTI.XiE; 

(jc).  Lower  pharyngeals  very  large,  completely  united,  covered  with  coarse  blunt  paved 
teeth ; lower  jaw  included ; snout  with  shts  and  pores,  as  in  Scicena;  gill  rakers 
rather  short. 

c'.  Lower  jaw  with  numerous  barbels  along  tlie  inner  edge  of  the 
rami;  preopercle  nearlj’ entire.  (Marine  species.) 

POGONIAS,  594. 

cc'.  Lower  jaAV  without  barbels;  preopercle  slightly  serrate.  (Fresh- 
Avater  species.)  Aplodinotus.  595. 

EqUITINjE  : 

ff.  Dorsal  spines  close  together,  the  first  spine  attached  to  the  first  interneural,  and 
from  5 to  12  of  the  spine-bearing  interneurals  Avedged  in  between  the  high 
occipital  crest  and  the  neural  spine  of  the  second  A'ertebra  on  the  one  hand,  and 
that  of  the  third  A'ertebra  on  the  other ; occipital  crest  much  ele\"a ted.  Month 
small,  loAv,  included;  the  teeth  subequal,  in  A'illiforiu  bauds;  air  bladder  sim- 
ple; preopercle  with  its  membranaceous  edge  serrulate;  gill  rakers  abort;  snout 
above  premaxillary  Avith  slit  and  ])ores  essentially  as  in  Scicena,-  anal  fin  small; 
soft  dorsal  very  long,  of  36  to  55  rays ; A'ertebrie  10  -f  15  = 25.  Eques,  596. 


569.  SERIPHUS,  Ayres. 

Seriphus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  il,  1861,  80  (jmlitus). 

liotly  oblong,  compressed,  covered  with  rather  large,  deciduous,  ctenoid 
scales.  Head  deep,  compressed,  carinated  behind,  depressed  above  the 
eye;  snout  bluntish,  lower  jaw  projecting;  mouth  large,  oblique.  Teeth 
small,  sharp,  separated,  in  narrow  bands.  Gill  rakers  long;  pseudo- 
branchije  present;  preopercle  with  its  membranaceous  edge  denticulated. 
Fins  fragile,  the  soft  parts  scaly;  dorsal  tins  well  apart,  the  second 
unusually  small,  shorter  than  the  anal,  which  is  unusually  large;  anal 
spines  2,  feeble;  caudal  tin  lunate.  Vertebrje  14  + 10,  as  in  OtoUthiis  and 
Cyuosciou.  Size  small.  One  species  in  the  eastern  Pacific.  {6epig)o<;,  an 
is'and  in  the  Grecian  Archipelago;  a small  winged  insect;  also  a kind  of 
woriuAVood;  the  allusion  in  any  case  not  evident.) 

1770.  SKHIPHUS  POLITUS,  Ayres. 

(Queenfish;  White  Croaker.) 

Head3i;  depth!;  eye  large,  4^  in  head;  snout  projecting,  3^  in  head. 
D.  VIII-I,  20;  A.  II,  21  or  22;  scales  8-65-9.  Body  moderately  elongate, 
compressed;  profile  slightly  depressed  over  the  eyes;  mouth  large  and 
narrow,  the  lower  jaAV  more  or  less  projecting  in  the  adult;  premaxillary 
anteriorly  about  on  the  level  of  the  lower  margin  of  the  pupil;  maxillary 
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2 in  head,  reaching  to  helow  posterior  margin  of  eye;  lower  jaw  with  a 
knob  at  its  symphysis  which  fits  in  a notch  in  the  upper  jaw;  teeth  all 
small,  subequal,  those  of  the  lower  jaw  in  a single  series,  except  at  the 
symphysis,  where  there  are  two  or  three  series;  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw 
in  two  series,  the  inner  ones  much  recurved;  gill  rakers  long  and  slender, 
f length  of  eye,  7 + lb;  lower  pharyugeals  narrow,  linear,  fragile;  scales 
moderate,  weakly  ctenoid,  those  about  the  head  cycloid;  lateral  line 
straight;  dorsal  spines  weak,  the  highest  2.f  to  3 in  head;  soft  dorsal 
falcate,  the  anterior  rays  much  the  longer  ; anal  similar,  its  base  at  least 
as  long  as  that  of  the  soft  dorsal;  interspace  betwt-eu  dorsals  21  in  head; 
ventrals  2 in  head;  pectorals  1|^;  caudal  lunate.  Color  bluish  above,  sides 
and  belly  bright  silvery,  finely  punctate;  vertical  fins  all  bright  yellow; 
in  life,  base  of  j)ectorals  blackish.  Coast  of  southern  California,  from 
Point  Conception  to  Cerros  Island;  common  on  sandy  shores,  about  San 
Diego  in  shallow  waters.  It  reaches  the  length  of  about  a foot,  and  is 
an  excellent  pan  fish.  {jyoJitns,  polished.) 

Seriphiis  politus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.,  ii.  1861,  80,  no  locality;  Jordan  A: 

Gilbert,  Proc.  I'.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  456;  Jordan  X-  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus. 

1881,  48;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  582. 1883;  Jordan  A Eigenmann,  L c.,  352,  1889. 

570.  ISOPISTHUS,  Gill. 

Isopisthus.  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  PhOa.  1862,  18  (parvipmnis). 

This  genus  is  intermediate  between  Serqjhus  and  Cynoseion.  It  has  the 
canine  teeth  of  the  latter,  with  the  long  anal  and  short  second  dorsal  of 
the  former.  The  second  dorsal  has  24  rays ; it  is  well  separated  from  the 
spinous  dorsal,  and  its  base  is  only  ^ longer  than  that  of  the  anal.  Another 
genus  {Archoscion  Gill)  is  intermediate  between  Isojiisthus  and  Cynoseion, 
having  the  anal  shorter  and  the  dorsals  closer  together  than  in  Iso2)isthns, 
but  less  so  than  in  Cynoseion.  Canines  strong,  the  lateral  teeth  of  lower 
jaw  more  or  less  canine-like.  The  separation  of  these  groups  as  genera  is 
perhaps  hardly  justified.  Species  few,  in  tropical  America,  (/’doc,  equal; 
o7n6Se  behind,  the  soft  dorsal  and  anal  equal.) 

a.  Anal  rays  II,  19;  pectorals  rather  long,  in  head;  axil  brownish.  reaiifer,  1771. 

aa.  Anal  rays  II,  16  or  17;  pectorals  shortish,  14  in  head;  axil  pale,  parvipinnis,  1772. 

1771.  ISOPISTHUS  REMIFER,  Jordan  A Gilbert. 

Head  3i  (3|  in  total);  depth  4b  (4f ) ; eye  44.  D.  VIII-I,  20;  A.  II,  19; 
scales  1.5-73-16,  about  55  pores.  Body  elongate,  compressed,  the  back  not 
elevated;  head  compressed;  snout  rather  short,  not  prominent;  anterior 
profile  slowly  rising  from  snout  to  front  of  dorsal;  premaxillaries  extend- 
ing beyond  front  of  snout,  anteriorly  on  the  level  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
pupil;  mouth  large,  very  oblique,  the  maxillary  extending  to  below  the 
middle  of  eye,  its  length  24  in  head.  Lower  jaw  strongly  projecting  at  tip  ; 
chin  without  pores.  Front  of  premaxillaries  with  a long,  sharp,  curved 
canine  on  each  side  (1  of  these  often  smaller  or  absent) ; sides  of  upper  jaw 
with  smaller  teeth,  wide-set,  mostly  in  1 row;  lower  jaw  with  about  2 
series  of  small,  slender  teeth  in  front,  laterally  with  a single  series  of  small 
teeth,  besides  3 to  6 large  canines,  much  smaller  than  the  canines  of  the 
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upjDer  javr.  Preorbital  uarrow,  not  wider  than  the  jiupil.  Eye  largo, 
slightly  shorter  than  snout,  which  is  about  equal  to  interorbital  width. 
Preopercle  with  a membranaceous  dap  at  its  angle,  which  is  striate  and 
slightly  fringed  at  its  edge.  Gill  rakers  rather  strong  and  slender,  few  in 
number;  pscudobrauchim  well  developed;  nostrils  small,  the  posterior 
vertically  oblong.  Scales  small,  nearly  smooth,  deciduous ; dorsal  and  anal 
fins  closely  covered  with  small  scales;  lateral  line  little  arched,  becom- 
ing straight  behind  vent;  first  dorsal  small,  its  spines  slender,  the  highest 
24  in  length  of  head,  first  spine  minute  or  obsolete,  the  second  not  much 
shorter  than  third;  space  between  (lorsal  fins  about  equal  to  diameter  of 
eye,  3^  in  head;  soft  dorsal  inoderate,  its  longest  ray  a little  less  than  ^ 
length  of  head;  caudal  shortish,  slightly  double-concave,  its  middle  rays 
about  ^ length  of  head  ; base  of  anal  | length  of  head,  its  spines  rudimen- 
tary ; ventrals  ^ length  of  head,  reaching  halfway  to  vent,  which  is  close 
in  front  of  anal;  pectorals  reaching  considerably  beyond  tips  of  ventrals, 
their  hmgth  If  to  If  in  head,  4^-  to  If  in  body.  Flesh  comparatively  soft. 
Color  in  life:  Bluish-gray  above ; grayish-silvery  below ; top  of  snout  and 
tip  of  lower  jaw  blackish;  inside  of  mouth  yellow,  with  black  on  lower 
lip  within;  linings  of  oi)ercles  black,  bordered  with  pale  orange;  dorsals, 
caudal,  and  pectorals  with  fine  black  punctulations,  the  ground  color  in 
all  except  the  spinous  dorsal  faintly  yellowish;  anal  white,  the  anterior 
part  and  the  tips  of  most  of  the  rays  yellowish,  punctate  with  black;  ven- 
trals white,  immaculate;  a dark  blotch  behind  orbit  and  another  on  upper 
rays  of  pectoral  within.  This  species  is  extremely  close  to  1.  2)firvipinnis, 
differing  only  in  the  characters  above  mentioned.  Panama;  on  sandy 
shores;  rather  common,  {remus,  oar;  fero,  I bear,  from  the  long  pec- 
torals.) 

Jsopisthus  remifer,  Jordan  <fc  GiLBEEiT,  Bidl.  F.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1881,  320,  Panama. 

(Type,  No.  29169,  V.  S.  N.  M.  Coll.  Gilbert.) 

Archosion  remifer,  JORDAN  <fc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  353,  1889. 

1772.  ISOPISTHl'S  PAKYIPiyNIS  (Cuvier  X Valenciennes). 

Head  3f ; depth  34.  D.  YIII-I,  21 ; A.  II,  16  or  17 ; scales  about  100,  -52 
to  54  pores.  Body  much  conijEressed;  pectorals  shortish,  the  upper  rays 
longest,  If  in  head;  ui)per  canines  very  long,  recurved;  three  canines  on 
the  sides  of  the  lower  jaw;  base  of  soft  dorsal  If  times  length  of  base  of 
anal;  distance  between  dorsals  about  equal  to  diameter  of  eye;  caudal  fin 
subtruucate;  color  dark  plumbeous  above,  rest  of  body  yellowish-white; 
no  axillary  spot;  an  indistinct  elongate  dark  blotch  from  behind  the  eye 
to  middle  of  opercle.  Coast  of  Brazil,  north  to  Cayenne.  Only  the  orig- 
inal type  of  this  sjEccies  in  the  IMuseum  of  Paris  has  been  examined  by  us. 
This  seems  to  be  identical  with  the  species  well  figured  by  Steindachner 
under  the  name  Isopisfhits  affinis,  and  from  Steindachner’s  description  and 
figure  our  account  has  been  chiefly  drawn.  (parriES,  small;  pinna,  fin.) 

Ancylodon  parvipinnis,  Cuvier  Sc  Valenciennes,  Hi.st.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  84,  1830,  Cayenne; 

Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  312,  1860. 

Isopisthus  affinis,  Steindachner,  Denksch.  Mat.  Nat.  Kais.  Acad.  Wiss.  1879,  43,  pi.  2, 

fig.  2,  Porto  Alegre. 

Isopisthus  parvijnnnis,  Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1883,  289;  reexamination  of  type. 
Archoscion  parvipinnis,  Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann,  l.c.,  353,  1889. 
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571.  BUCCONE,  Jordan  Evexmann. 

Bv-ccone,  Jobdax  ic  Evebxaxx,  Check-List,  3^  1896  {prtedatoriusi. 

This  genns  is  close  to  Cy noscion,  differing  from  it  chietiy  in  the  form  of 
the  mouth,  ’schich  is  large,  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  less  projecting  and  less 
produced  at  symphysis ; it  is  also  very  deep  at  base,  the  articulation  of 
the  mandible  making  a marked  angle  with  the  ventral  outline : body  much 
more  compressed  than  in  Cynoscion,  the  lateral  line  more  strongly  arched. 
Pseudobran  chi®  smaU,  sometimes  obsolete  on  one  side.  One  species. 
{Bocone,  the  Spanish  name,  ffom  hoca,  mouth:  Latin  hucco,  hucconis,  wide- 
monthed.) 


1773.  BICCOXE  PKLDATORIA  (Jordaii  A:  GHbert). 

(Bocoxe.J 

HeadSi;  depth  4:  eye  7^  in  head;  snout  4^.  D.  IX-1, 19;  A.  1. 9;  scales 
about  65.  Month  large,  extremely  oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  con- 
siderably l>eyond  eye.  its  length  2-  in  head;  body  robust,  deeper,  heavier, 
and  with  the  back  more  elevated  than  in  any  species  of  Cynoscion:  anterior 
profile  depressed  above  the  eye,  so  that  the  snout  projects;  snout  short, 
not  very  acute,  head  thicker  than  in  other  species,  the  interorbital  space 
equal  to  length  of  snout : maxillary  very  broad,  its  tip  6 in  head : canines 
2.  short  and  stout:  lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  moderate;  gill  rakers 
r-piO,  rather  long  and  slender,  the  longest  feye;  pseudobranchi.e  often 
obsolete  on  one  side:  dorsal  spines  high,  the  longest  2,\  in  head;  soft  dor- 
sal moderately  scaly,  the  distal  half  of  its  rays  largely  naked:  middle 
rays  of  caudal  produced;  pectorals  14  in  head:  veutrals  a trifle  shorter. 
Color  pale,  bluish  above,  silvery  below ; axil  and  inside  of  opercle  a little 
dusky.  Coast  of  Panama.  The  types  and  cotypes,  three  specimens,  the 
largest  nearly  2 feet  in  length,  at  Cambridge.  Xurnerous  others  have  been 
since  taken  by  Dr.  Gilbert.  {pr(Fdatorius.  predatory.) 

Ce^trfus  preedatorivs.  JoBDAX  A GmsEBT.  in  Jobdax  a Eigexmaxx.  BeA-iew  of  the  .Sciieni- 
die.  363. 1889,  Panama.  (Type,  Xo.  10901.  M.  C.  Z.  ColL  Agassiz. ( 

572.  CYNOSCION.  Gill. 

(Weak-Fishes. 

Cestreus,  Gboxow,  Cat.  Fish..  Ed. Gray.  49.  1854  ; preoceupied  by 

Cestreus.  McCeellaxt).  Joum.  Xat.  Hist.,  ii.  1851. 1842.  an  East  Indian  genus  of  gobies= 
Prionobntis,  Bleekeb. 

Cpnosdon,  Gnx,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  ScL  Phila.  1862. 18  (reijalis}. 

Aps^vdobranchuf.  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862.  18  to€rof  = acoupa). 

Atrartoscion.  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sti.  Phila.  1862. 18  {(v  midens). 

Body  elongate,  little  compressed,  the  back  not  elevated.  Head  conical, 
rather  pointed;  mouth  very  large,  terminal,  not  very  oblique,  the  lower 
jaw  projecting,  the  symphysis  produced,  the  angle  at  base  of  maxillary 
not  prominent.  Maxillary  very  broad.  Teeth  shai-p,  not  closely  set,  in 
rather  narrow  bands:  tip  of  the  lower  jaw  without  canines:  upper  jaw 
with  2 long  canines.  1 of  which  is  sometimes  obsolete:  canines  tapering 
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from  base  to  tip;  lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  larger  than  anterior.  Pre- 
opercle  with  its  membranaceous  edge  serrulate,  the  bone  entire.  Lower 
pharyngeal  bones  separate,  their  teeth  all  i)ointed.  Gill  rakers  strong, 
rather  long.  Vertebra?  about  14  + 10  (instead  of  10  + 14  as  in  Sciauioids 
generally).  Pseudobranehia*  well  developed;  dorsal  spines  slender,  the 
fins  closely  contiguous;  anal  spines  1 or  2,  very  feeble,  the  soft  rays  7 to 
13;  second  dorsal  long  and  low,  more  than  twice  length  of  anal;  ventrals 
inserted  below  pectorals,  the  pubic  bone  long  and  strong;  caudal  lin  sub- 
truncate  or  lunate.  Large  lishes  chiefly  of  the  waters  of  America,  closely 
related  to  the  Old  World  genus  Otolithus,  from  which  they  are  ilistinguished 
by  the  absence  of  canines  in  the  lower  jaw.  All  of  them  rank  high  as  food 
Ashes;  the  flesh  is  rich,  but  iu  some  species  tender  and  easily  torn;  hence 
the  popular  name  Weak-fishes.  6Hiov,  Sciania;  the  modern 

Greek  name  of  Umbrina  cirrhosa.) 

Cynoscion  : 

a.  Scale.s  not  very  small,  the  lateral  line  having  55  to  75  pores,  the  number  of  transverse 
series  ranging  from  55  to  85,  being  not  much  iu  excess  of  the  number  of  pores; 
head  compressed,  not  truly  conical;  upper  jaw  with  distinct  canines,  the  band  of 
teeth  iu  the  upper  jaw  rather  narrow,  the  lower  teeth  small  and  in  few  series  in 
front,  larger  and  unisenal  on  the  sides. 

b.  Soft  rays  of  the  dorsal  and  anal  more  or  less  closely  scaled:  gill  rakers  com- 
paratively long  and  slender,  9 to  12  on  the  lower  part  of  the  arch,  the  longest 
;it  least  h the  diameter  of  the  eye. 

c.  Soft  dorsal  of  20  to  23  rays. 

d.  Caudal  tin  rhombic,  the  middle  rays  considerably  produced. 

e.  Snout  short,  bluntish,  43  in  head;  mouth  small,  little  oblique,  the 
canines  quite  small;  color  pale,  with  faint  darker  streaks;  axil 
pale,  pseudobranchiie  .sometimes  wanting.  D.  IX-I,  20;  A.  I, 
8.  ACOUPA,  1774. 

ee.  Snout  long,  about  3^  iu  head;  maxillary  reaching  beyoml  eye; 
pectoral  shortish,  I5  in  head;  color  uniformlj'  silvery;  axil 
brown.  D.  VIII-I,  21  or  22 ; .\.  II.  10.  squamipixnis,  1775. 
dd.  Caudal  tin  deeply  lunate;  the  middle  rays  shorter  than  the  upper 
ones : coloration  plain ; maxillary  reaching  beyond  eye.  D.  IX-I, 
23;  A.  II,  10.  OTHONOPTERUS.  1776. 

cc.  Soft  dorsal  of  26  to  29  rays;  caudal  lin  subtruncate  or  double-truncate,  the 
middle  rays  but  slightly  produced. 

/.  Coloration  nearly  uniform  silvery. 

g.  Caudal  truncate;  body  slender,  the  depth  more  than  4 iu  length; 
snout  sliort ; maxillary  not  reaching  beyond  eye,  D.  X-I,  27 ; 
A.  1, 11.  onuQUATUs,  1777. 

gg.  Caudal  weakly  double-concave;  body  deej),  the  depth  34  to  3^  in 
length. 

/i.  Snout  long,  3J  iu  head,  longer  than  eye.  .iamaicensis,  1778. 
hh.  Snout  short,  44  iu  head,  shorter  than  e3'e.  D.  X-I,  27  to  29, 
A.  II,  9 or  10.  NOTHUS,  1779, 

//.  t.’oloration  brownish  silveiy  above,  with  manj’  dark  brown  spots, 
arranged  m undulating  streaks ; body  more  or  less  compressed ; 
ej-e  moderate,  5 to  7 in  head;  maxillaiy  extending  to  below  pos- 
tt'rior  margin  of  eye,  2J  in  head;  canines  large;  color  brownish 
silverv,  with  iridescent  reflections,  and  marked  with  many  small, 
rather  irregular  dark-brown  spots,  some  of  which  form  undulat- 
ing lines  running  upward  and  backward ; upi»er  tins  duskj^  lower 
yellowish. 
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i.  Snout  not  very  sharp,  about  44  (4  to  44)  in  head ; gill  rakers  long 

and  slender,  usually  5+10  to  12  in  number;  membranes  of 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  more  or  less  closely  scaly,  the  scales 
readily  deciduoTis.  regalis,  1780. 

ii.  Snmxt  very  sharp,  to  34  in  length  of  head ; gill  rakers  shorter, 

rather  slender,  4 + 8 or  9 in  number;  membrane  of  soft  dorsal 
and  anal  with  very  few  scales,  these  readily  deciduous. 

THALASSIXUS,  1781. 

bb.  Soft  rays  of  the  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless ; gill  rakers  comparatively  short  and 
thickish,  usually  not  longer  than  pupil,  and  but  6 to  8 on  lower  limb  of  the 
arch. 

j.  Coloration  not  uniform,  grayish  and  silvery,  the  back  with  distinct  darker 
spots,  lines,  or  reticulations;  caudal  fin  truncate,  or  slightly  double- 
concave. 

k.  Soft  dorsal  immaculate;  back  and  sides  covered  with  dark-brown 
streaks  and  reticulations  which  obscure  the  ground  color,  espe- 
cially above  the  lateral  line;  lateral  line  in  a pale  streak,  bordered 
above  and  below  by  a darker  one;  lower  parts  silvery;  fins 
unspotted;  body  deep;  snout  not  sharp,  pectorals  If  in  head.  D. 
X-I,  28;  A.  II,  9.  RETICUI.ATUS,  1782. 

kk.  Soft  dorsal  fin  with  conspicuous  round  black  spots ; back  and  sides 
covered  with  siixiilar  spots  smaller  than  the  pupil,  larger  than 
those  on  the  fins;  snout  acute,  much  longer  than  eye;  pectoral 
24  in  head.  D.  X-I,  25  to  27 ; A.  II,  10.  nebueosus,  1783. 

jj.  Coloration  nearly  uniform,  bluish  gray  above,  silvery  below ; no  distinct 
spots,  on  bodj’  or  fins. 

I.  Caudal  fin  somewhat  lunate  in  the  adult,  the  middle  rays  shortest, 

although  more  or  less  produced  in  the  young;  pectoral  fin  short, 
not  reaching  tips  of  ventrals.  D.  X-I,  22  or  23;  A.  II,  10. 

PARVIPIXNIS,  1784. 

II.  Caudal  fin  always  double-truncate  or  double-concave,  the  middle 

rays  somewhat  produced. 

m.  Pectoral  fins  reaching  nearly  or  quite  to  the  tips  of  ventrals, 
their  length  more  than  f head. 

n.  Second  dorsal  of  20  or  21  rays. 

0.  Scales  small  (12-86-a;),  the  number  of  pores  in  the 
lateral  line  about  70 ; head  rather  long,  com- 
pressed and  pointed;  body  slender;  eye  large; 
pectorals  If  in  head.  D.  IX-I,  20;  A.  II,  8. 

XANTHULUS,  1785. 

on.  Scales  moderate  (8-66-18),  the  pores  in  the  lateral 
line  about  63  ; head  large,  bluntish  ; body  robust ; 
snout  short,  4 to  44  in  head.  D.  X-I.  21 ; A.  II,  9. 

ALBUS,  1786. 

?m.  Second  dorsal  of  24  rays;  scales  rather  large,  in  85  series, 
the  number  of  pores  about  55;  snout  sharp,  4f  in 
head;  maxillary  21  in  head ; body  robust;  gill  rakers 
2+9;  caudal  double-truncate;  pectorals  If  in  head; 
color  gray,  unmarked.  JlACDOXALDl,  1787 

mm.  Pectoral  fins  short,  reaching  little  past  middle  of  ventrals, 
their  length  not  more  than  f head;  body  elongate;  snout 
sharp,  4 in  head.  D.  X-I,  21;  A.  II,  9.  stolzmanni,  1788. 
AtractoscioN  (arpa/cTOs,  Spindle;  vklov.  Sciama) : 
aa.  Scales  comparatively  small;  the  number  of  pores  in  the  lateral  line  70  to  90,  and 
very  much  less  than  the  number  of  transverse  rows,  which  is  from  85  to  150; 
teeth  of  upper  jaw  in  a rather  broad  band,  1 to  4 ot  them  usually  more  or  less 
canine-like,  the  canines  generally  small,  and  sometimes  wholly  disappearing 
with  age;  lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  not  much  enlarged;  gill  rakers  usually 
small  and  short. 
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p.  Caudal  fin  lunate  or  subtruncate ; scales  not  very  small ; head  more  or  less  dis- 
tinctly conical,  not  flattened  above;  soft  dorsal  with  21  to  23  rays. 

q.  Soft  dorsal  wholly  scaleless. 

r.  Pectoral  fin  rather  long,  more  than  J head;  flesh  firm;  scales  of  sides 
of  head  not  silvery;  head  pointed;  snout  long,  sharp,  in  head; 
caudal  lunate;  color  pale,  young  with  dark  cross  bands;  a dusky 
spot  in  axil.  D.  X,  21  or  22 ; A.  II,  9.  nobilis,  1789. 

rr.  Pectoral  fins  short,  not  more  than  ^ length  of  head;  flesh  rather 
soft;  sides  of  head  bright  silvery;  head  very  regularly  conical, 
pointed,  tapering,  scarcely  compressed  ; snout  very  acute ; 3f  in 
head;  canines  quite  small,  usually  but  1 present,  and  this  dis- 
appearing 'with  age;  eye  small,  7^  in  head;  body  slender,  subfu- 
siforni,  moderatelj'  compressed.  Scales  small,  all  cycloid,  those 
on  head  embedded  and  bright  silvery;  pectorals  and  ventrals 
about  equal  2 in  head;  caudal  lunate.  Color  grayish  above, 
with  bright  reflections;  inside  of  mouth  deep  orange  yellow; 
lining  of  opercle  black ; axil  brownish,  phoxocephalus,  1790. 
qq.  Soft  dorsal  fin  with  its  lower  portion  covered  with  small,  caducous  scales. 
Body  compressed;  head  compound-conic;  canines  small,  both  pres- 
ent; pectorals  2 in  head;  caudal  weakly  double  truncate.  D.  IX,  I, 
21  to  23  ; A.  II,  10.  LEIARCHUS,  1791. 

pp.  Caudal  fin  rhombic  or  S-sliaped.  the  middle  rays  produced,  the  upper  lobe 
usually  pointed ; soft  dorsal  Avith  23  to  28  rays. 

s.  Soft  dorsal  entirely  naked;  anal  with  a few  scales;  body  long  and  low, 
spindle-shaped;  head  depressed  above;  mouth  large;  canines  present, 
short  and  thick;  eye  small,  caudal  S-shaped,  the  middle  rays  longest; 
pectorals  IJ  in  head;  scales  very  small.  D.  X-I,  28;  A.  I,  8. 

VIRESCENS,  1792. 

ss.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  densely  scaly  throughout;  teeth  all  small,  the 
canines  moderate;  scales  very  small;  pectoral  1|  in  head;  caudal 
S-shaped ; color  greenish,  silvery  below.  D.  XI-I,  23 ; A.  II,  9. 

MICROLEPIDOTUS,  1793. 


Subgenus  CYNOSCION. 

1774.  CY\OSCI()i\  ACOUTA*  (Lacepede). 

(ACOUPA;  TOEROE.) 

Head  3.f;  depth  4;  ej’e  5§ ; snout  4f.  I).  X-I,  20;  A.  I,  8;  scales  60. 
Mouth  moderate,  not  very  oblitiue;  the  maxillary  reaching  little  b(*youd 
eye,  its  length  about  2^  in  head.  Snout  short,  biuntish ; mouth  smaller 
and  less  oblique  than  in  most  of  the  species,  the  canines  quite  small;  the 
lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  smaller  and  more  nearly  equal  than  in  others; 
lower  jaw  a little  protruding;  maxillary  extending  to  posterior  margin  of 
eye,  2^  in  head;  gill  rakers  3-|-  10,  long  and  slender,  those  near  the  angle 
rather  long,  f eye,  the  others  rapidly  shortened;  eye  large;  soft  dorsal 
and  anal  scantily  scaled,  the  distal  half  largely  naked,  the  tins  rather 
high,  the  longest  soft  rays  2^  in  bead;  caudal  pointed;  pectorals  14  in 
head,  not  reaching  tips  of  ventrals;  color  pale,  Avitli  faint  darker  streaks 
along  sides  of  back;  axil  pale;  opercle  dusky  within.  Atlantic  coast  of 


* The  statement  is  made  by  Dr.  Giintber  that  this  species  lacks  pseudobranchim,  and  on 
this  assertion  Dr.  Gill  has"  proposed  for  it  the  generic  name  Apseudobranchus.  It  is 
true  in  this  as  in  other  species  of  Cynoscion  that  the  pseudobranchim  become  smaller  w'ith 
age.  Usually  they  become  (in  old  specimens)  obsolete  on  one  side  Avhile  they  are  per- 
fectly evident  on  the  other  This  is  the  case  with  all  the  old  specimens  of  this  species 
which  we  have  examined,  and  it  is  true  also  in  several  others  of  the  larger  species.  The 
genus  Apseudobranchus  is  strictly  synonymous  Avith  Cynoscion. 
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South  America,  Brazil  north  to  Venezuela;  generally  common;  the  speci- 
mens here  (lescribed  (10892  M.  C.  Z.)  from  Cachiura.  {Acoiipa,  a Portu- 
guese name  in  Guiana. ) 

Cheilodipterus  acoupa,  Lacepkde,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ill,  546, 1802,  Cayenne. 

Lutjanus  cayennensis,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xv,  196  and  245, 1802,  Cayenne. 

Otolithus  rhomb oidalis,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  ll,  173,  1829,  Cayenne;  based  on 
Lutjan  de  Cayenne,  LACEPi;DE. 

Otolithus  toeroe,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist. Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  72,  pi.  103,  1830,  Cayenne; 
same  type  as  Lutjan  de  Caye/iue,  Lacepede,  Surinam;  Brazil;  Lake  Maracaibo; 
Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ix,  478, 1833. 

Ololithus  cayennensis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  309, 1860. 

Cynoscion  acotipa,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  588. 

Cestreus  acoupa,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  I c.,  363, 1889. 

1775.  CYNOSCION  SQUAMIPINNIS  (Giinther). 

Head  31 ; depth  4 ; eye  about  6 ; snout  3^.  D.  A4II-I,  21  or  22 ; A.  II,  10 ; 
scales  10-70-23.  Mouth  moderate,  not  very  oblixiue ; snout  long;  maxil- 
lary reaching  a little  beyond  eye,  its  length  about  24  in  head ; pectoral 
shortish.  If  in  head;  lower  jaw  very  prominent;  lateral  line  becoming 
straight  opposite  front  of  anal;  caudal  rhombic,  its  middle  rays  produced, 
longer  than  the  outer  rays;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly ; gill  rakers  long 
and  slender  about  x-fll;  dorsal  spines  weak,  the  longest  2f  in  lieatl. 
Color,  uniform  silvery ; sides  minutely  punctulate ; axil  brown;  ventrals 
yellowish.  Pacitic  coast  of  tropical  America;  known  from  a few  speci- 
mens taken  at  La  Union  and  Panama;  those  here  described  in  the  Museum 
at  Cambridge,  (squama,  scale;  pinna,  tin.) 

Otolithus  squamipmnis,  Gunther,  Fishes  Central  America,  387  aud  429, 1869,  Panama. 
Cynoscion  squamipinne,  Jordan  «fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 232. 

Cestreus  squamipinnis,  Jordan  A Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  364, 1889. 

1776.  CYNOSCION  OTHONOPTERUS,  Jordan  A Gilbert. 

Head  3ro-;  depth  4;  eye  6|  in  head.  D.  IX-I,  23;  A.  II,  10;  scales  66,  60 
pores.  Body  rather  elongate,  the  back  somewhat  elevated,  the  profile 
from  tij)  of  snout  to  dorsal  nearly  straight;  caudal  peduncle  rather  long 
and  slender,  its  depth  4 in  head.  Head  long  and  pointed,  compressed,  not 
regularly  conical;  mouth  large,  the  lower  jaw  projecting;  maxillary 
broad,  reaching  to  or  a little  beyond  posterior  margin  of  orbit;  premax- 
illaries  in  front  on  the  level  of  lower  part  of  pupil;  length  of  gape  2f  in 
head.  Teeth  in  upper  jaw  in  a moderate  band  which  becomes  narrower 
laterally;  upper  jaw  with  2 small  canines,  their  length  scarcelj^  f diam- 
eter of  pupil;  some  of  the  other  anterior  teeth  enlarged  and  larger  than 
the  lateral  teeth;  teeth  in  lower  jaw  in  a narrow  band  in  front,  in  a 
single  series  laterally,  the  lateral  teeth  much  larger  than  the  anterior. 
Eye  moderate,  broader  than  preorbital,  narrower  than  maxillary,  its 
diameter  a little  greater  than  f interorbital  space;  preopercle  with  its 
membranaceous  border  Ixroad  and  covered  with  small  scales.  Gill  rakers 
long  aiul  strong,  nearly  as  long  as  eye.  Scales  small,  all  with  conspicuous 
membranaceous  edges;  all  the  tins  excepting  spinous  dorsal  coniiiletely  cov- 
ered with  small  scales,  the  bases  of  the  tins  thickened  by  them ; a few  scales 
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on  front  of  spinous  <lorsal ; lateral  line  considerably  curved  anteriorly, 
l)cconiing  straight  at  a point  in  front  of  the  vent,  near  the  origin  of  the 
soft  dorsal;  dorsal  spines  comparatively  long  and  strong,  little  llcxible, 
the  third  spine  slightly  longer  than  the  second,  2f  in  length  of  head;  first 
spine  short  and  slender,  about  ^ length  of  second;  dorsals  not  connected; 
second  dorsal  rather  high,  its  longest  rays  3^  in  head;  caudal  fin  large, 
lunate,  the  outer  rays  about  i longer  than  the  middle  rays,  which  are  21 
in  head;  anal  large,  as  long  as  high,  its  distal  margin  perfectly  straight, 
its  longest  rays  about  ^ length  of  head;  anal  spines  small,  enveloped  in 
the  scaly  skin,  the  second  about  ^ height  of  first  soft  ray;  anal  fin  termi- 
nating considerably  in  front  of  dorsal;  ventrals  long,  not  reaching  quite 
halfway  to  vent,  their  length  about  ^ that  of  head;  pectorals  broad, 
rather  long,  reaching  a little  beyond  tips  of  ventrals,  .and  contained  If  in 
length  of  head.  Sl.aty-bluish  above,  silvery  below,  with  bright  retlec- 
tions;  body  and  fins  everywhere  with  dark  punctulations;  tip  of  chin 
dark;  fins  yellowish,  the  upper  all  with  dark  edging;  pectorals  blackish 
on  the  posterior  side,  the  axil  and  the  large  axillary  scale  dusky;  lower 
Jaw  bright  silvery  ; lining  of  opercle  dark;  peritoneum  pale.  L('ugth  2 
feet.  Gulf  of  California;  known  from  2 large  specimens  taken  in  the  Gulf 
of  California.  {606rr/,  veil;  Ttrepov,  fin,  from  its  scaly  dorsal.) 

(';/no»cion  squamipinnis,  Streets,  Bull.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mas.,  vii,  49,  1877,  off  San  Ygnacio 
River,  Gulf  of  California;  not  OtoUthus  sqiiainipinnii,  Gunther. 

Ciinoscion  othonopterimi , Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  tJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1881,  274,  Punta  San 
Felipe,  Mexico.  (Type,  Xo.  29385.  Coll.  Lieut.  Xichols.) 

Cestreus  othonopterus,  Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  364,  1889. 

1777.  ( YNOSdON  OBLK^U.iTIJS  (Valenciennes). 

Head  3f ; depth  5^;  eye  5 in  he.ad;  snout  about  5.  D.  X-I,  27 ; A.  I,  11; 
scales  60.  Caudal  truncate;  body  rather  slender;  maxillary  reaching 
posterior  third  of  eyii;  pectoral  as  long  as  ventral;  coloration  uniform 
silvery ; scales  of  fins  undescribed.  (Sauvage.)  Martinique.  This  siiecies 
is  unknown  to  us.*  The  increased  number  of  dorsal  rays  leads  us  to  place 
it  in  the  neighborhooil  of  C.  nothus,  with  which  species  the  scanty  de- 
scription agrees  in  most  respects.  C.  noth  ns  has,  however,  not  been 
recorded  from  the  West  Indies,  {ohliqnatns,  rendered  oblique.) 

OtoUthus  ohliquatus  (Valenciennes  MS.)  Sauvage,  Bull.  Soc.  Philom.  P.aris,  in,  1879, 
209,  Martinique. 

Cestreus  ohliquatus,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  365,  1889. 


* The  following  is  the  account  published  by  Dr.  Sauvage  : 

“ Un  Otolithe  etiquette  dans  la  collection  du  Museum  OtoUthus  ohliquatus  de  la  main  de 
Valenciennes,  n’est  i)as  decrit  dans  I’Histoire  des  Poissons.  Voisine  do  V OtoUthus  thalas- 
siuus  Holbr.,  cette  es])«Ve  en  differe  par  le  inoins  grand  nonibre  d’ecailles  a la  ligne  laterale 
et  I’ceil  plus  grand ; la  forme  de  la  caudale  la  separede  V OtoUthus  nothus  Holbr.,  des  memes 
parages^  Voici  la  diagnose  des  deux  exomplaires  recueillis  a la  Martinique  par  M.  Plee: 

“ D.  X,  28;  A.  I,  11;  L.  lat.  60.  Hauteur  de  corps  contenue  cinq  fois  un  tiers,  longueur 
de  la  tete  trois  fois  et  trois  quarts  dans  la  longueur  totale  du  corps  ; museau  un  pen  plus 
long  que  le  diam^tre  de  PumI,  (jue  est  contenue  cimj  fois  daus  la  longueur  de  la  tete; 
in5,choire  inferieure  plus  longue  (luo  la  superieure;  des  canines  assez  fortes  a la  inachoire 
superieure  seulement ; maxiilaire  arrivant  au  niveau  du  tiers  posterieur  de  Iheil ; angle  du 
jireopercule  arrondi  et  un  ])eu  re.jete  en  arriere;  dentelures  du  preopercule  bien  visibles, 
plus  fortes  a I’angle.  Caudale  tronquee;  pectorales  de  meme  longueur  que  les  ventrales. 
Ligne  laterale  assez  incurv6e  vers  le  milieu  de  sa  longueur.  Coloration  uniforme.  Lon- 
gueur du  corps  0.200." 
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177S.  CTXOSCIOX  JAMAICEXSIS  (Taillant  & Bocourt). 

(Moxgolar  Drummer.) 

Head  3 ; depth  3|  (4^  with  caudal) ; eye  44  in  head.  D.  X-I,  26  or  27 ; A. 
1, 9 ; scales  63 ; snout  3f  in  head,  longer  than  eye ; maxillary  to  below  middle 
of  pupil,  2J  in  head  ; lower  jaw  projecting ; depth  of  head  over  hinder  mar- 
gin of  eye,  If  in  its  length.  A single  large  canine  in  front  of  upper  jaw, 
4 or  5 small  teeth  on  side  of  lower  jaw,  other  teeth  few  and  small; 
tongue  free  at  end  and  sides,  with  a broad  median  groove ; slit  of  jjoste- 
rior  nostril  nearly  vertical.  Gill  rakers  3-|-7,  the  longest  4 eye.  Oj)ercu- 
lar  dap  extending  beyond  upper  base  of  pectoral;  preopercle  with  a 
membranous  margin.  Dorsals  contiguous;  membrane  of  anal  scaled 
almost  to  tip,  that  of  dorsal  about  halfway.  Scales  weakly  ctenoid, 
those  on  top  of  head  irregular  iu  size.  Pectorals  about  equal  in  length 
to  ventrals,  14  in  head;  caudal  doubly  concave,  middle  rays  longest. 
Curve  of  lateral  line  gradual,  becoming  straight  behind  the  fourth  dorsal 
ray.  Color  in  alcohol,  very  dark  olive  above,  the  entire  sides  with  golden 
luster,  paler  below;  dorsals,  pectorals,  and  caudal  lightly  punctate, 
lower  fins  colorless.  This  species  is  closely  related  to  Cynoseion  obliquatus, 
diftering  in  having  the  caudal  doubly  concave,  and  the  anal  with  but  9 
rays,  and  especially  in  its  much  more  robust  form.  Jamaica.  Here 
described  from  4 specimens  8 to  10  inches  long,  sent  us  by  Eev.  Joseph 
Seed  Eoberts,  of  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

Otolithus  jamaicensis*  Yaillaxt  A:  BocouRT,  Mias.  Sci.  an  Mexique,  Poissons,  156, 1874, 
Jamaica.  (Type,  Xo.  A,  557,  Mus.  Paris.  Coll.  F.  Bocourt.) 

Cynoseion  jamaicensis,  Jordax  A:  Butter,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897,114. 

1779.  CTXOSCIOX  XOTHUS  (Holbrook). 

(Bastard  Weakfish.) 

Head  34;  depth  3f ; eye  4;  snout  44.  D.  X-I,  27  to  29;  A.  II,  9 or  10; 
scales  6-58  to  62-7.  Caudal  weakly  double  concave;  body  rather  deep; 
eye  very  large,  equal  to  interorbital  width ; body  more  compressed  than 
in  other  species,  the  back  somewhat  elevated;  snout  rather  short,  not  very 
acute,  mouth  smaller  than  in  related  species;  maxillary  24  in  head,  reach- 
ing to  below  posterior  margin  of  pupil ; gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  4-f  9, 
the  longest  4 eye;  lower  pharyngeals  very  slender ; dorsal  fins  contigu- 
ous ; membrane  of  soft  dorsal  scaled  to  its  tips ; scales  weakly  ctenoid ; 
lateral  line  much  curved  anteriorly,  becoming  straight  under  seventh 
dorsal  spine.  Color  grayish  silvery,  thickly  punctulate  above  and  on 
sides  to  level  of  pectorals,  then  abruptly  silvery,  a row  of  dark  points 

*The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  original  account  of  Cynoseion  jamaicensis  : 

Head  4;  depth  4i.  D.  X-I,  25:  A.  II.  9.  Scales  6-59-18.  Body  moderately  elevated; 
lower  law  projecting;  snout  nearly  3 in  head;  maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  opposite  mid- 
dle of  eye;  eye  equal  to  interorbital  space,  4*  in  head;  preopercle  rounded ; scales  moder- 
.ate:  lateral  line  rising  anteriorly  almost  to  upper  fourth  of  depth  of  body,  becoming 
median  under  fourth  solt  ray  of  dorsal;  soft  dorsal  scaly.  Vent  at  end  of  third  tifth  of 
total  length.  Dorsal  spines'  feeble,  the  fourth  louge.st,  nearly  4 head;  anal  spines  very 
weak,  the  second  14  iu  eye;  pectoral  If  in  head,  reaching  tips  of  ventrals.  Caudal 
shortish,  the  middle  rays  longest.  Xo  pseudohranchise  (in  type).  Color  plain  silvery  in 
spirits,  without  markings. 

•lamaica;  one  specimen  m.  240  in  length.  (Vaillant  A:  Bocourt.) 


Jordan  and  Everniaim. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1407 


marking  the  line  of  division;  snout  and  tip  of  lower  jaw  blackish;  mouth 
white  within;  lower  fins  white,  upper  dusky.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
coasts  of  United  States;  rather  rare  at  Charleston;  a very  well  marked 
species,  differing  in  numerous  respects  from  the  others,  regalis,  thalassijiiis, 
nehnlosus,  found  in  the  same  waters.  The  specimens  here  described  are 
from  Charleston.  (voQo<;,  bastard.) 

Otolitims  nothus,  Holbrook,  Icbtli.  S.  Carolina,  134,  pi.  19,  fig.  1,  1860,  South  Carolina; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  308,  1860. 

Cynoscion  nothus,  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1879,  131;  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  580,  1883. 

Cest reus  nothus,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  l.c.,  366,  1889. 

1780.  CYXOSCIOX  REGALIS  (Bloch  & Schneider). 

(COM.VON  WeAKFISH;  SqUETEAGUE  ; “ SEA  TrOUT.”) 

Head  3^;  depth  4^;  eye  about  in  snout,  5 to  7 in  head;  snout  4 to  4^. 
D.  X-I,  26  to  29;  A.  II,  11  to  13;  scales  6-56-11.  Maxillary  reaching  to 
beyond  pupil,  2^- in  head;  teeth  sharp,  in  narrow  bands;  canines  large. 
Pectorals  short,  scarcely  reaching  tips  of  ventrals,  a little  more  than  i 
length  of  head;  longest  dorsal  spine  as  long  as  maxillary,  not  ^ length 
of  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly,  the  scales  caducous.  Gill  rakers  long 
and  sharp,  5 + 11  in  number.  Color  silvery,  darker  above  and  marked 
with  many  small,  irregular  dark  blotches,  some  of  which  form  undulating 
lines  running  downward  and  forward;  back  and  head  with  bright  reflec- 
tions; dorsal  and  caudal  fins  dusky;  ventrals,  anal,  and  lower  edge  of 
caudal  yellowish,  sometimes  speckled.  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coast  of  the 
United  States  from  Cape  Cod  southward  to  Mobile ; very  abundant  on 
sandy  shores,  not  found  about  rocks.  It  is  highly  valued  as  a food-fish, 
the  flesh  being  rich  and  delicate.  Its  flesh,  like  that  of  most  species 
of  the  genus,  is  very  tender  and  easily  torn,  hence  the  common  name 
Weakfish.  On  the  Carolina  coast  it  has  received  the  very  inappropriate 
name  ‘‘Sea  Trout.”  The  bluefish  (Pomatomus)  is  especially  destructive 
to  individuals  of  this  species,  the  two  inhabiting  the  same  waters  and 
often  taken  together,  {regalis,  royal ; suggested  by  the  name  “ Kingfish,” 
which  belongs,  however,  to  Meniicirrhiis.) 

Johinus  regalis,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  75,  1801,  New  York. 

Itoccus  comes,  Mitchill,  Report,  in  part,  Fishes  New  York,  26, 1814,  New  York. 

Labrvs  sqtieteague,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  New  York  1815,  396,  pi.  2,  fig.  1, 
New  York. 

Otolithus  regalis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  67, 1830. 

Cytioscion  regale.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,18;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
581,  1883. 

Cestreus  regalis,  Jordan  <fc  Eigenjiann,  1.  c.,  366,  pi.  1,  1889. 

1781.  CYXOSCIOX  TH.YLASSIXCS  (Holbrook). 

The  form  called  Otolithus  thalassinus  by  Holbrook  has  not  been  recog- 
nized by  later  collectors,  and  it  has  usually  been  considered  identical 
with  C.  regalis.  A specimen  taken  by  Mr.  Silas  Stearns  at  Pensacola  seems 
to  answer  to  Holbrook's  description,  and  we  have  found  2 similar  speci- 
mens in  the  museum  at  Cambridge,  one  (No.  438,  M.  C.  Z.)  from  Pass 
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Christian,  Mississippi,  the  other  from  Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia.  The 
only  differential  characters  ■w'hich  we  have  noted  are  given  above  in  the 
analysis  of  species.  Cynoscion  thalassimis  may.  perhaps,  be  found  to 
inhal)it  a different  depth  of  water  than  that  which  the  common  Weakffsh 
frequents.  For  the  present  we  may  treat  the  2 as  distinct  species. 
Depth  head  34;  D.  X-I,  24;  A.  II,  11;  scales  56.  Body  compressed, 
not  especially  elev  ated,  of  about  the  same  depth  everywhere  between  the 
ventrals  and  the  vent;  caudal  peduncle  rather  long  and  stout.  Head 
pointed,  subcouical;  profile  straight,  scarcely  descending;  eye  rather 
large,  IJ  in  snout,  54  in  head;  mouth  large,  oblique,  premaxillary  ante- 
riorly on  a level  with  the  upper  margin  of  the  pupil;  maxillary  ex- 
tending beyond  the  pupil;  lower  jaw  strongly  projecting,  its  tip  entering 
the  profile.  Teeth  of  the  lower  jaw  in  2 series,  anteriorly  in  a single 
Series,  those  in  front  small  and  subequal,  the  inner  ones  recurved,  those 
of  the  side  much  larger;  teeth  of  upper  jaw  in  2 series,  those  of  the 
outer  series  scarcely  decreasing  in  size  toward  the  angle,  those  of  the 
inner  series  becoming  minute  on  the  sides  ; canines  moderate,  4 the  diam- 
eter of  the  eye.  Preopercle  with  a striated  and  dentated  dermal  margin ; 
gill  rakers  slender;  those  near  the  angle  4 the  length  of  the  eye;  lower 
pharyngeals  weak  and  long,  grooved  below;  teeth  at  the  angle  several 
times  as  large  as  the  rest,  all  more  or  less  recurved,  the  anterior  ones 
specially  so;  teeth  of  the  upper  pharyngeals  unequal.  First  dorsal  spine 
inserted  above  the  end  of  the  first  fourth  of  the  ventrals,  the  spines 
slender,  the  third  highest,  reaching  to  the  ninth  spine,  2?-  in  head  ; second 
anal  spine  about  twice  as  large  as  the  first,  2|  in  length  of  eye;  anal  rays 
2f  in  head;  pectorals  broken;  ventrals  slightly  less  than  2 in  head;  soft 
dorsal  apparently  not  scaly,  but  so  mutilated  in  our  specimen  that  we  can 
not  be  certain  of  this;  scales  very  weakly  ctenoid;  lateral  line  somewhat 
wavy  anteriorly,  becoming  straight  under  the  fourth  or  fifth  dorsal  ray. 
Color  brownish  above,  lighter  below;  middle  of  sides  with  many  dark 
dots;  a dark  blotch  on  upper  corners  of  opercle  and  cheek;  axil  and  inner 
margin  of  pectoral  black;  spinous  dorsal  black;  soft  dorsal  and  caudal 
dusky ; the  rest  of  the  fins  pale.  The  specimen  from  Pass  Christian  has  no 
scales  on  dorsal  or  anal  at  present,  but  the  marks  showing  their  former 
presence  on  the  basal  parts  of  the  fin- are  evident.  Gill  rakers  j’  + 8,  the 
longest  I eye;  .snout  3f  in  head.  D.  X-I,  25;  A.  I.  10.  In  the  specimen 
from  Hampton  Roads  the  gill  rakers  are  Jr-f  9;  snout  34  in  head.  D.  X-I, 
25.  The  coloration  is  essentially  as  in  regaVis,  but  in  all  these  specimens 
it  is  more  silvery,  the  dark  markings  less  distinct.  Length  12  inches. 
(thaJassinus,  pertaining  to  0dXa66a,  the  sea.) 

OtolitJni^  thalasnnus,  Holbrook.  Ichtli.  South  Carolina.  132,  pi.  18,  fig.  2,  1S59,  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina;  Gcxthek.  Cat.,  Il,  308. 

Cinioseio7i  tJialassinvs.  Jordax  6c,  Gilbert,  .Synopsis.  581. 

Cestreus  regalis  thalaxsinus,  Jordan  A:  Eigenmann,  l.c..  366. 

1782.  ( YXOSdOX  RETUn.ATUS  (Gimther). 

(Cor  VINA. ) 

Head  34;  depth  44.  D.  X-I,  28  ; A.  II,  9;  scales  9-60-15.  Body  com- 
paratively deep  and  compressed;  head  somewhat  conical,  the  snout  not 
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verj’-  sharp,  Sif  in  head;  maxillary  exteiuliug-  to  below  posterior  margin  of 
pupil,  25  ill  head;  eye  7 in  head;  gill  rakers  shortish,  3+7;  ventrals  1!  in 
pectorals;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless;  pectorals  about  in 
length  of  head;  highest  dorsal  spine  about  2^  iii  head;  caudal  double 
truncate.  Color  grayish  silvery ; hack  and  side's  covered  with  dark-brown 
streaks  and  reticulations,  which  obscure  the  ground  color,  especially  above 
the  lateral  line;  lateral  line  in  a i)ale  streak,  bordered  above  and  below 
by  a darker  one;  lower  parts  silvery;  fins  unspotted;  caudal  yellowish 
orange ; inside  of  mouth  deep  orange  yellow.  Length  3 feet.  Pacific  coast 
of  tropical  America,  Mazatlan  to  Panama;  a common  food-fish  on  the  west 
coast  of  Mexico,  (reliculatus,  netted.) 

Otolithus  reticulatus,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1864, 149,  San  Jose  de  Guatemala, 
Chiapas  ; Gi'NTHER,  Fishes  Central  America,  387,  388,  and  430,  1869. 

Cynoscion  reticulatinn,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  XJ.  S.  Xat.  Mas.  1881,  232;  Jordan  A 
Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881,  319. 

.Cestreus  reticulatus,  Jordan  & Figenmann,  l.c.,  368,  1889. 

1783.  OYXOSCIOX  NEBULOSFS  (Cuvier  A Valenciennes). 

(Spotted  Weakfish;  Spotted  “ Sea  Trout.") 

Head  3|;  depth  44;  eye  small,  6 to  7 in  head.  D.  X-I,  2.5  to  27 ; A.  II, 
10;  scales  10-70  to  75-11.  Body  rather  elongate,  compressed;  snout  long, 
acute,  3f  in  head;  lower  pharyngeals  narrow,  each  with  7 or  8 series  of 
short  teeth,  the  inner  enlarged.  Gill  rakers  short  and  thick,  not  longer 
than  pupil,  about  4+7  in  number;  maxillary  reaching  to  jiosterior  edge  of 
eye;  canines  strong;  maxillary,  preorbital,  and  lower  jaw  naked;  longest 
dorsal  spine  not  (ptite  4 the  length  of  the  head;  pectorals  short,  not 
reaching  tips  of  ventrals,  2^  in  head;  caudal  lunate;  soft  rays  of  dorsal 
and  anal  scaleless.  Bright  silvery,  darker  above;  back  posteriorly  witli 
numerous  round  black  spots  as  large  as  the  pupil ; both  caudal  and  dorsal 
fins  marked  with  similar,  somewhat  smaller  spots,  much  as  in  a trout; 
anal  dusky.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Coast  of  the  Ihiited  States,  New 
York  to  Texas;  a most  excellent  food-fish,  everywhere  common  on  our 
Southern  coast;  rare  north  of  Virginia.  The  northernmost  locality  from 
which  we  have  examined  specimens  is  Beesley  Point,  New  Jersey,  {nebu- 
losns,  clouded.) 

Labrus  squeteague  v.ar.  maculatus,  Mitchill,  Trails.  Lit.  ami  Phil.  Soc.  181.'),  396,  New 
York;  not  Labrus  maculatxis,  Bloch. 

Otolithus  nebulosus,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  79,  1830,  hx'ality 
unknown. 

Otolithus  caroUnensis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ix,  47.'),  1833,  South 
Carolina;  Gunther,  Cat,  ii,  306,  1860. 

Otolithus  drumuiondi,  Richardson,  Fauna  Bor.-Am.,  Fish.,  70,  1836,  New  Orleans; 

Girard,  U.  S.  and  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  Zool.,  12,  pi.  6. 1859;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  307, 1860. 
Cestreus  caroUnensis,  Gronow,  (hit.  Fish.,  Ed.  Gray,  49,  1854. 

Cynoscion  caroUnensis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1878.  377. 

Cynoscion  maculatum,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  285;  Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  581,  1883;  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  233. 
Cestreus  nebulosus,  JORDAN  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  368,  1889. 
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1784.  CYXOSCION  PARTIPIXNIS,  Ayres. 

(California  “Bluefish.”) 

Head  3i;  deptli  % D.  X-I,  22  or  23;  A.  II,  10;  scales  13-75  (pores)-14, 
about  95  in  a longitudinal  series;  eye  6 in  head;  highest  dorsal  spine  2^; 
pectoral  2A;  ventrals  2.  Body  elongate,  shaped  much  as  in  the  weakfish; 
maxillary  extending  beyond  pupil,  21  in  head;  canine  large,  usually  but 
a single  one  present ; snout  rather  sharp,  4 in  head;  gill  rakers  shortish, 
4 + 7;  pharyngeals  narrow,  theii;  teeth  small,  cardiform,  the  inner  ones 
somewhat  enlarged;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless;  caudal  fin 
somewhat  lunate  in  the  adult,  the  middle  rays  shortest,  although  more 
or  less  produced  in  the  young;  pectoral  fin  short,  not  reaching  tips  of 
ventrals.  Color  clear  steel  blue  above,  without  stripes  or  spots;  silvery 
below;  a narrow  dusky  shade  along  the  sides  below  the  lateral  line;  axil 
dusky;  lower  fins  yellowish,  with  dusky  shading;  upper  fins  dark;  second 
dorsal  dark  edged.  Pacific  coast  of  North  America  from  Santa  Barbara 
Islands  to  Guaymas  and  Mazatlan;  common  along  the  coasts  of  southern 
California  as  far  north  as  San  Pedro.  It  is  an  excellent  food-fish,  not  infe- 
rior to  its  relative,  the  weakfish  of  the  Atlantic  coast.  As  in  the  case  of 
the  latter  species,  the  flesh  of  Cynoscion  parvipinnis  is  soft,  and  the  fish 
does  not  bear  transportation  well,  {parvus,  small;  pinna,  fin.) 

Cynoscion  parvipinnis,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1861,  156,  coast  of  Lower  California. 
Otolithns  magdalence*  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beit.,  iii,  34, 1875,  Magdalena  Bay,  Lower 
California. 

Cynoscion  parvipinne,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  456;  Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  580,  1883. 

Cestreus  parvipmnis,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  369,  1889. 


1785.  CTNOSCIOX  XANTHULUS,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

(CORVINA  DE  LAS  ALETAS  AMARILLAS.) 

Head  3i ; depth  4^.  D.  IX-I,  20 ; A.  II,  8.  Scales  12-66  (pores)  -x,  86  rows 
of  scales.  Head  rather  long,  compressed  and  pointed;  maxillary  a little 
less  than  head,  reaching  just  past  eye;  lateral  line  becoming  straight 
opposite  the  vent;  body  rather  slender,  compressed;  eye  large,  6 in  head; 
premaxillaries  in  front  entirely  below  eye;  canines  small,  2 usually  pres- 
ent; gill  rakers  short  and  thick,  not  longer  than  pupil,  6 to  8 on  lower 
limb  of  arch;  longest  dorsal  spine  2J  in  head;  longest  soft  ray  2|;  middle 
rays  of  caudal  considerably  produced,  14  in  head;  anal  spine  rather  small 
and  stout;  ventrals  little  more  than  2 in  head;  pectoral  fins  reaching 
nearly  or  quite  to  the  tips  of  ventrals,  their  length  If  in  head.  Scales 
smaller  than  in  related  species.  Color  bluish  above,  silvery  below ; upper 
parts  and  especially  the  middle  of  the  sides  punctate  with  dark  points; 
upper  fins  dark,  their  margins  dusky,  lining  of  opercle  black ; inside  of 
mouth  bright  yellow  in  life.  Caudal  yellow.  Length  3 feet.  Pacific  coast 


*The  types  of  Otolithus  magdalence,  from  Magdalena  Bay,  are  preserved  in  the  museum 
at  Cambridge. 
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of  Mexico,  not  rare  about  Mazatlan;  a food-fish  of  some  importance, 
yellow,  ovXov,  singular  of  ovXa,  the  gums.) 

Cynoscion  xanthulum,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  460,  Mazatlan 
(Type,  No.  28109.  Coll.  Gilbert) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1882,  107. 
Cestreus  xanthulum,  JoRVA^f  6c,  Eigenjiann,  1.  c.,  369,  1889. 

1786.  (:Y\0S(T0\  ALBUS  (Giintber). 

Head  3^;  depth  4 to  4^.  D.  X-I,  21;  A.  II,  9;  scales  8-63  (pores)-18,  66 
series  of  scales.  Head  large,  blnntish,  the  snout  shorter  than  in  C. 
stolzmantii,  4 to  4^  in  head;  eye  61;  maxillary  nearly  4 head,  reach- 
ing well  past  eye;  gill  rakers  | eye,  about  4 + 8.  Bodj"  rather  robust; 
lateral  line  becoming  straight  at  a point  well  in  advance  of  vent;  dorsal 
spines  slender,  the  longest  24  in  head;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  scale- 
less; caudal  double  truncate,  the  middle  rays  longer  than  the  head  without 
snout;  pectorals  nearly  reaching  tips  of  veutrals,  more  than  ^ length  of 
head;  second  anal  spine  evident.  Color  white,  somewhat  bluish  above, 
without  markings.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  not  rare  at  Panama. 
Like  the  others  of  the  genus,  it  is  a food-fish  of  importance.  This  species 
is  close  to  Cynoscion  xanthulus,  but  the  scales  are  larger,  (alhus,  white.) 

Otolithus  alhus,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Loncl.  1864, 149,  Chiapas ; Panama;  Gunther, 
Fishes  Central  America,  387  and  429, 1869;  Steindachneb,  Neueu.  SelteneFischek.  k. 
Zool.  Mus.  Wien,  36, 1879. 

Otolithus  cayennensis,  Vaillant  & Bocourt,  Miss.  Sci.  Mexique,  Poiss.,  156,  1874; 

specimen  from  La  Union  ; not  cayennensis,  LacepKde. 

Cynoscion  album,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  IT.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1881,  319. 

Cestrexis  alhus,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  370,  1889. 

1787.  CTXOSCIOX  MAf'BONALDI,  Gilbert. 

(Totuava.) 

Head  3| ; depth  4;  eye  5^  in  head  (in  young),  12  (in  adult);  snout  4f. 
D.  IX-I,  24 ; A.  II,  7 ; scales  13-85  to  90-22,  50  to  55  pores.  Snout  sharp ; 
lower  jaw  protruding,  mouth  moderate,  somewhat  oblique,  the  maxillary 
reaching  vertical  from  middle  of  orbit,  2|  to  2|  in  head.  No  enlarged 
canines  on  either  jaw;  teeth  in  front  of  premaxillaries  mainly  in  2 
distinct  rows,  uniting  laterally  to  form  a narrow  band,  the  inner  row 
composed  of  smaller  teeth  directed  downward  and  backward,  the  outer 
series  of  stronger  conical  teeth,  a few  scattering  teeth  between  the  2 
rows;  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw  in  a narrow,  irregular  double  series.  Eye 
small.  Both  vertical  and  horizontal  limbs  of  preopercle  minutely  serru- 
late, entire  in  the  adult;  opercle  ending  in  a flattened  process  showing 
2 short  spinous  points,  emarginate  behind  in  the  adult,  without  evident 
spinous  points;  gill  rakers  about  diameter  of  pupil,  strong,  toothed,  1 or 
2 above  angle,  9 or  10  below.  Scales  very  strongly  ctenoid,  becoming 
greatly  reduced  on  nape,  about  25  to  40  transverse  series  between  occiput 
and  front  of  dorsal;  a narrow,  definite,  scaly  sheath  at  base  of  dorsal  and 
anal,  these  fins  otherwise  naked;  caudal  scaled  for  a short  distance  on 
basal  portion;  scales  above  lateral  line  rapidly  increasing  in  size  back- 
wards, 13  in  a transverse  series  between  lateral  line  and  front  of  dorsal; 
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dorsal  spiuee  low  aud  weak,  the  rays  not  liigli,  the  longest  Skinhead; 
second  anal  spine  slender  but  not  flexible,  its  baigth  in  soft  rays; 
caiidal  double  truncate,  the  median  rays  much  produced,  equaling  length 
of  head  behind  snout  in  the  adult  as  usual,  shorter,  gently  rounded; 
ventrals  If  in  head;  pectorals  in  the  young  short,  scarcely  reaching  tips 
of  ventrals,  in  head,  in  the  adult  long  and  falcate,  reaching  much 
beyond  ventrals.  Color,  young:  Dusky  silvery,  with  coarse  black  specks 
along  lower  part  of  head  and  sides;  upper  half  of  sides  with  many  irreg- 
ular blackish  spots  or  blotches,  showing  little  or  no  tendency  to  form 
streaks;  dorsals  dusky,  the  basal  portion  with  small  black  spots;  other 
tins  blackish;  the  caudal  lighter  at  base;  mouth  white  within;  lining  of 
gill  cavity  black,  becoming  yellow  on  lining  of  branchiostegal  membranes. 
In  adult,  bluish  above,  dusky  silvery  on  sides  and  below  ; no  evident  black 
spots  or  blotches  on  body  or  lins ; vertical  fins  blackish,  paired  tins  dusky. 
Gulf  of  California;  largest  of  its  genus;  a huge  food-fish,  very  abundant 
along  the  entire  eastern  shore  of  the  gulf  and  congregating  in  great 
numbers  near  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado  Eiver.  It  enters  the  river 
and  is  found  feeding  in  shallow  water  near  the  shore,  where  it  is  easily 
approached  and  speared.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  known  at  La  Paz,  and 
was  not  seen  by  us  on  the  western  side  of  the  gulf.  Many  specimens  were 
taken  by  hand  lines  at  the  head  of  the  gulf,  the  largest  weighing  172 
pounds.  Large  specimens  were  also  seen  at  Guaymas  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  del  Fuerte.  At  Guaymas  it  is  said  to  be  a winter  visitant, 
unknown  during  the  summer  months.  (Gilbert.)  (Named  for  Hon.  Mar- 
shall McDonald,  then  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries.) 

Cynoscion  macdonaldi,  Gilbekt,  Proc.  P.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  64,  head  of  Gulf  of  California. 

(Coll.  Gilbert.) 


17S8.  (TNOSCIO’  STOLZMA\.\I  (Steindacbner). 

Head  3|;  depth  4|.  D.  IX-I,  21;  A.  II,  9;  scales  10-73-10,-60  pores. 
Pectoral  tins  short,  reaching  little  past  middle  of  ventrals,  their  length  not 
more  than  | head;  body  elongate,  somewhat  compressed;  mouth  oblique; 
maxillary  2,1  in  head,  extending  to  posterior  margin  of  pupil;  snout  rather 
sharp,  4 in  head;  canines  rather  small;  gill  rakers  shortish,  4 -|- 7 ; body 
comparatively  slender  and  elongate;  scales  rather  large,  all  strongly 
ctenoid;  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless;  lateral  line  becoming  straight  just 
before  front  of  second  dorsal;  longest  dorsal  spines  2^  in  head;  soft  dorsal 
slightly  falcate,  the  first  rays  about  2 in  head;  caudal  large  and  broad, 
double  truncate;  ventrals  If  in  head.  Color  steel  bluish  above,  lower 
parts  silvery;  no  distinct  markings.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America; 
Panama  to  Peru,  not  rare  about  Panama.  (Named  for  its  discoverer, 
Stolzmann.) 

Otolithus  stolzmanni,  Steindachner,  Nene  u.  Selteiio  Piscbe  k.  k.  Zool.  Mus.  "Wien  1879, 
35,  pi.  2,  fig.  1,  Tumbez,  Peru. 

Cynoscion  stolzrnanni,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fi.sli  Comm.  1881,  320. 

Cestreus  stolzmanni,  Jordan  6c  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  370,  1889. 
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Subgenus  ATRACTOSCION,  Gill. 

17S9.  OTXOSC  ION  M)BILIS  (Ayres). 

/“White  Sea  Bass”  of  California.) 

Head  3J;  dejitli  4.  D.  X-I,  21  to  23;  A.  II,  9;  scales  12-88-14,  pores  70 
to  80.  Head  pointed,  subcouical,  little  compressed;  profile  rather  steep ; 
snout  sharp,  rather  long,  3|  in  head;  maxillary  extending  beyond  pupil, 
anteriorly  on  a level  with  the  lower  margin  of  the  pupil,  24  in  head; 
canines  small,  becoming  obsolete  with  age;  lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  not 
much  eularged  ;■  pliaryngeals  long  and  slender,  with  4 series  of  teeth,  the 
inner  series  several  times  larger  than  the  rest;  gill  rakers  short,  2 + 7; 
scales  very  small,  those  on  head  little  embedded  and  less  silvery  than  in 
related  species ; maxillary  with  a few  embedded  scales;  scales  on  snout 
rimning  to  its  tip;  caudal  lunate,  its  middle  rays  less  than  | length  of 
head;  both  anal  spines  evident,  the  second  about  4 length  of  the  rays; 
pectoral  fins  rather  long,  more  than  ^ head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scalelcss. 
Color  bluish,  little  silvery;  everywhere  punctulate;  young  with  3 or  4 
distinct  dusky  cross  bars;  axil  and  fins  dusky;  a dusky  blotch  at  base  of 
pectoral,  extendiug  on  whole  inner  face  of  the  fin;  scales  of  side  of  head 
not  silver}'.  Coast  of  California,  north  to  San  Francisco,  occasionally 
straying  farther;  a specimen  once  taken  near  Victoria  by  Mr.  Ashdown 
Green.  A most  valuable  food-fish,  reaching  a weight  of  80  pounds  or 
more,  its  flesh  firm  and  rich.  The  banded  young  {calif orniensis)  are  quite 
different  in  appearance  and  are  taken  for  a distinct  species  by  fishermen 
as  they  have  been  by  Steindachner.  {nohilis,  noble.) 

Johinus  nobilis,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1860,  78,  San  Francisco.  (Coll.  Ayre.s.) 
Otolithus  californiensis,  Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Beitr.,  iii,  31,  1875,  San  Diego,  Cali- 
fornia, and  Magdalena  Bay,  Lower  California  ; voung  with  dark  bauds. 

Cynoscion  nobilis,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  456. 

Atractoscion  nobilis,  Jordan  Sc,  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  579  and  933,  1883. 

Cestreus  nobilis,  Jordan  Sc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  370,  1889. 

1790.  t’WOSCION  PHOXO(’EPH.\Li:S,  Jordan  A Gilbert. 

Head  34;  depth  44  to  4,^;  eye  74  in  head.  D.  IX-I,  21;  A.  Ill,  10;  scales 
17-90-15,  pores  about  80.  Body  not  very  elongate,  fusiform,  little  com- 
pressed, the  greatest  thickness  nearly  | the  greatest  depth ; back  scarcely 
elevated  nor  compressed,  the  profile  from  the  snout  to  the  front  of  the  dor- 
sal nearly  straight ; head  conical,  little  compressed,  pointed  in  profile,  taper- 
iug  with  much  regularity  toward  the  tip  of  the  projecting  lower  jaw; 
length  of  mandibhi  more  than  4 that  of  head ; mouth  large,  very  oblique, 
the  premaxillary  in  front  on  tbe  level  of  the  upper  jiart  of  the  orbit,  the 
broad  maxillary  extending  to  below  the  posterior  margin  of  the  eye,  2 in 
head.  Teeth  in  narrow,  cardiform  bands  in  each  jaw,  the  bauds  composed 
of  about  2 series  in  front,  growing  narrow  laterally,  and  finally  forming 
a single  series;  teeth  subeciual,  with  the  exception  of  about  2 pairs  in  tbe 
front  of  th»‘  upper  jaw,  the  ])Osferior  ])air  being  developed  as  small 
canines  directed  inward  and  backward;  canines  proportionately  hirger 
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in  the  smaller  specimens  tlian  in  the  adult,  but  in  all  they  are  smaller  than 
is  usual  in  Cynoscion.  Eye  rather  small,  a little  less  than  ^ the  length  of 
the  snout,  a little  more  than  | the  breadth  of  the  evenly  convex  inter- 
orbital space,  which  is  in  head.  Gill  rakers  3 -j-  6,  thickish,  and  very 
short,  shorter  than  the  pupil;  pseudobranchipe  quite  small.  Scales  of 
lower  part  of  cheeks  enlarged,  embedded,  covered  wdth  a silvery  skin ; 
scales  above  eyes,  on  nape  and  on  border  of  preopercle  much  reduced  in 
size ; preopercle,  as  in  all  species  of  this  genus,  entire,  with  a broad  mem- 
branaceous border ; scales  on  body  small  and  smooth ; lateral  line  scarcely 
arched  in  front,  becoming  straight  opposite  front  of  anal.  Dorsal  fins 
entirely  sejiarate,  the  spines  of  the  first  dorsal  slender;  second  spine 
shorter  than  third  or  fourth,  which  are  considerably  elevated.  If  in 
length  of  head  in  young,  2f  in  the  adult;  soft  dorsal  wholly  scaleless; 
second  dorsal  of  moderate  height,  enveloped  in  lax,  scaleless  skin,  which 
is  thickened  at  the  base  of  the  fin;  longest  rays  a little  more  than 
length  of  head ; anal  rather  long  and  low,  its  longest  rays  about  equal  to 
the  length  of  the  base,  and  a little  more  than  ^ length  of  head;  anal  spines 
very  small  and  weak,  wholly  enveloped  in  the  skin  and  not  visible;  anal 
fin  nearly  coterminous  with  the  dorsal,  its  rays  similarly  enveloped  in 
loose  skin ; caudal  fin  moderate,  thickish  and  scaly  at  base,  lunate,  its  lobes 
equal,  the  middle  rays  1|  in  length  of  head;  ventrals  short,  about  f length 
of  head,  reaching  about  ^ the  distance  to  the  vent ; pectorals  short,  not 
reaching  tips  of  ventrals,  2 in  head ; distance  from  vent  to  base  of  caudal 
about!  its  distance  from  snout.  Color  in  life,  dark  above  with  strong  bright 
reflections  of  purplish-brown  ; silvery  below,  the  lower  part  of  the  caudal 
peduncle  golden  yellow;  middle  of  sides  noticeably  punctulate  with  brown 
dots;  inside  of  mouth  deep  orange  yellow;  lining  of  opercle  black;  dorsal 
and  caudal  fins  dusky  whitish,  with  more  or  less  of  dark  edging;  lower 
rays  of  caudal  yellowish;  fins  otherwise  translucent,  unmarked;  axil  of 
pectoral  light  yellowish  above ; the  silvery  color  of  the  sides  of  the  head 
and  the  bright  reflections  on  its  upper  surface  very  conspicuous,  more  so 
than  in  any  other  species  of  the  genus.  Length  2 feet;  a neat  and  well- 
marked  species.  Pacific  coast  of  Central  America;  not  rare  at  Panama, 
(boqdj,  tapering;  xEijiaXi),  head.) 

Ci/noscion  phoxocephalum,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  tJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881,  318,  Panama. 

(Type,  No.  29296,  16^  inches  long.  Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert.) 

Cent  reus  phoxocephalus,  Jordan  &.  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  371,  1889. 

1791.  CYNOSCION  LEIAIICHUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Head  3T;  depth  4^.  D.  IX-I,  21  to  23;  A.  II,  10;  scales  13-90-13,  about 
80  distinct  pores.  Soft  dorsal  fin  with  its  lower  portion  covered  with  small 
caducous  scales.  Body  compressed;  head  conic,  more  compressed  than 
in  C.  plioxocepliaJus ; eye  moderate,  5 to  6 in  head;  maxillary  reaching 
nearly  to  posterior  margin  of  orbit,  2f  in  head;  lower  jaw  much  project- 
ing; upper  teeth  mostly  biserial;  canines  small,  both  of  them  present; 
lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  small;  gill  rakers  short  and  slender,  2-{-7 ; 
scales  small,  chiefly  cycloid,  those  on  sides  of  head  bright  silvery;  lateral 
line  becoming  straight  above  front  of  anal ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaleless ; 
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caudal  fin  subtruncate;  pectoral  fins  moderate,  2 in  bead;  caudal  weakly 
double  truncate.  Coast  of  Brazil  and  Guiana,  probably  not  rare.  Here 
described  from  specimens  from  Rio  Janeiro,  Porto  Alegre,  Babia,  and 
Santos.  (A£2o5,  smooth;""  anus.) 

Otolitlmsleiarchus,  Cuviee  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  78, 1830,  Brazil;  Cayenne; 
Glnther,  Cat.,  II,  308,  I860;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miis.  1886,  540;  note  on  type  of 
Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes. 

(Jentreus  leiarchus,  Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  371,  1889. 


1792.  CYNOSCIOX  YIRESCEXS  (Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes). 

HeadSi;  depth  5 to  5^.  D.  X-I,  28;  A.  II,  8;  scales  80  (pores),  125  to 
130  cross  series.  Body  long  and  low,  spindle-shaped,  the  head  slender, 
subtruncate,  depressed  above,  formed  much  as  in  Bachycentroii  canadiini; 
profile  from  snout  to  dorsal  weakly  concave;  snout  long,  rather  pointed, 
4 in  head;  mouth  large,  little  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  strongly  projecting 
the  maxillary  2}  in  head;  canine  teeth  2,  short  and  thick;  lateral  teeth 
moderate,  close-set ; eye  small,  84  in  head ; iuterorbital  space  flattish,  4f 
in  head;  gill  rakers  short  and  thickish,  8 below  angle  of  arch,  the  longest 
I eye;  scales  on  head  very  small  and  silver}" ; soft  dorsal  wholly  naked, 
a few  scales  on  anal;  caudal  S-shaped,  the  middle  rays  longest;  pectoral 
rather  long,  1^  in  head.  Color  plain  greenish,  silvery  below;  gill  cavity 
dusky  within.  Coasts  of  Guiana  and  Brazil,  rather  scarce.  Here  described 
from  a specimen  18  inches  long  from  Victoria,  Brazil,  {viresceus,  growing 
green.) 

Otolithus  virescens,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  72, 1830,  Surinam. 
Otolithns  microps,  Steindachner,  Neue  Fiscli-Arten  k.k.  Museeu  Wien,  Stuttgart  und 
Warschau,  38,  pi.  8,  fig.  2, 1879,  Porto  Alegre,  Brazil. 

1793.  CYXOSClOX  MU'UOLEPinOTUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Head  3|;  depth  4^;  snout  4 in  head;  eye  large,  4|;’  interorbital  space 
5|  in  head.  D.XI-I,  23;  A,  II,  9;  scales  70  (pores),  155  to  160  in  a longi- 
tudinal series.  Body  moderately  elongate,  covered  with  very  small  scales ; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  closely  scaly  throughout;  maxillary  extending  be- 
yond eye;  lower  jaw  projecting ; teeth  moderate;  canines  rather  strong; 
lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  not  canine-like ; gill  rakers  not  described,  prob- 
ably as  in  viresceus.  Dorsal  spine  slender,  the  longest  2)  in  head;  pecto- 
ral slightly  longer  than  ventral,  which  is  slightly  more  than  ^ head; 
caudal  fin  S-shaped;  lateral  line  becoming  straight  aliove  anal.  Colora- 
tion plain  greenish,  silvery  lielow.  Coast  of  Brazil  and  Guiana,  not  com- 
mon. (Steindachner.)  (/n:i^po?,  small ; scaled.) 

Otolithus  microlepidotus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  79,  1830,  Suri- 
nam; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  311;  Steindachner,  Neue  und  Seltene  Fisclie  k.  k.  Zool. 
Mus.  Wien,  39,  1879. 

Cestreus  microlepidotus,  Jordan  «fc  Eigenmann,  (.  c.,371. 

*In  the  dried  skin  of  the  type,  a young  example  in  the  museum  at  Paris,  the  absence  of 
the  anal  spine  (“leiarchus”)  is  due  to  its  being  covered  by  varnish. 
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573.  SAGENICHTHYS,  Berg. 

Ancijlodon  (Cuviee)  Oken,  Isis,  1182, 1817  (jaculidens  — ancylodon) ; not  Ancylodon  Iliiger, 
1811,  a genus  of  mammals. 

Sayenichthys,  Berg,  Ann.  Mus.  Nac.  Buenos  Aires  1895,  52  (ancylodon). 

This  genus  is  close  to  Cynoscion,  differing  mainly  in  the  form  of  its 
canines,  which  are  lance-shaped,  widened  toward  the  tip,  then  abruptly 
narrowed ; lateral  teeth  larger  than  in  Cynoscion.  South  American;  2 
species  known.  {6ay7]vri,  seine  or  net;  fish,  from  the  Spani.sli 

name  Pescadillo  del  Red,  the  most  valuable  fish  netted  in  Uruguay.) 

1794.  SAOEMl'HTHYS  AACYLODOX  (Block  (!c  Schneider). 

(Pescadillo  del  Red.) 

Head  31;  depth  1;  eye  6^  in  head.  D.  IX-I,  27  or  28;  A.  II,  10;  scales 
75  (pores),  85  rows.  Body  oblong,  moderately  compressed,  the  general 
form  of  species  of  Cynoscion  mouth  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  projecting; 
maxillary  moderate,  21  in  head ; snout  rather  pointed,  41  in  head ; preor- 
bital narrow;  large  canine  of  upper  jaw  very  long,  lance-shaped,  i.  <?., 
widened  toward  the  tip  and  then  abruptly  pointed ; about  2 canines  in 
front  of  lower  jaw  on  each  side,  also  lance-shaped,  but  much  smaller; 
outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  enlarged  and  showing  something  of  the  same 
form;  enlarged  lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  compressed;  gill  rakers  mod- 
erate, slender,  34-8,  the  longest  f eye;  caudal  fin  rhombic;  spinous  dorsal 
very  weak ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly ; pectoral  If  in  head ; lateral  line 
becoming  straight  before  vent.  Color  bluish  above,  silvery  below,  some- 
times with  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales;  caudal  lobe  darker, 
sometimes  black.  Length  15  inches.  Sandy  coast  of  tropical  America, 
both  Pacific  and  Atlantic ; common  from  Guiana  southward  to  Uruguay 
and  Argentine ; also  common  about  Panama;  a most  excellent  food-fish. 
Here  described  from  a specimen  from  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  Specimens  from 
Panama  agree  in  eyery  respect.  If  any  difference  exists  it  must  be  sought 
in  companion  of  specimens  in  good  condition.  {ayKvXoi,  hooked;  odov^ 
tooth. ) 

Lonchums  ancylodon,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Icktk.,  102,  pi.  25,  1801,  Surinam. 
Ancylodon  jacididens,  Cuvier  &,  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poi.ss.,  v,  81,  1830,  Cayenne; 
Gunther,  Cat.  Fisk.,  ii,  311,  I860;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Bull.  F.  S.  Fisk  Comm. 
1882,  111. 

Ancylodon  ancylodon.  Jordan  A Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  373,  1889. 

ISagenichthys  ancylodon,  Berg,  Ann.  Mus.  Buen.  Aires  1895,  .52. 

574.  NEBRIS,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Xebris,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  149, 1830  (micro2)s). 

Body  rather  elongate,  tapering  backward;  skull  excessively  cavernous, 
soft  and  spongy  to  the  touch,  the  interorliital  space  very  broad ; mouth 
large,  the  lower  jaw  projecting;  teeth  subequal,  in  narrow  bands;  eye 
very  small;  preopercle  with  a broad  membranaceous  border,  which  is  stri- 
ated and  fringed;  preorbital  narrow  and  fiat;  slits  and  pores  of  upper  jaw 
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little  conspicuous;  vertebra'  10 -f-  H;  gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  scales 
small ; pseudobranchim  i)resent.  Air  bladder  with  2 borns.  Soft  dorsal 
and  anal  long  and  scaly ; spines  of  bus  weak.  Lower  jiharyngeals  narrow, 
separate.  Two  species;  singular-looking  fishes  allied  to  Cynoscion,  but 
weakly  armed.  (Nebris,  an  old  name  of  some  fish.) 

a.  Scales  above  lateral  Hue  80,  pores  50.  mickops,  1795. 

na.  Scales  above  lateral  line  110,  pores  55.  zestus,  1796. 

1796.  XEBRIS  MR'ROI’S,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Head  3;  depth  4^;  eye  minute,  9.}  in  head,  in  snout,  4 in  interorbital 
area,  in  width  of  maxillary,  which  is  very  broad.  D.  VlII-I,  31;  A.  II, 
13 ; scales  18-85-18,  50  pores. 

Body  plump,  anteriorly  tapering  to  the  slender  caudal  peduncle;  profile 
straight,  head  broad,  heavy,  extremely  spongy  above;  mouth  very  large, 
oblique ; lower  jaw  projecting,  premaxillary  anteriorly  on  a level  with  the 
middle  of  the  eye ; maxillary  extending  to  below  posterior  margin  of  orbit, 
2^  in  head;  teeth  all  minute,  those  of  the  lower  jaw  in  a single  series, 
those  in  the  upper  jaw  in  a band  which  widens  backward;  tongue  large 
and  thick;  head  entirely  scaly;  margin  of  the  preopercle  indistinct,  with 
a very  wide  membranaceous  edge,  which  is  nearly  covered  with  scales ; gill 
rakers  long  and  slender,  5-f  15;  scales  small,  cycloid;  lateral  line  little 
arched ; the  bases,  at  least  of  all  the  soft  fins,  densely  covered  with  small 
scales;  dorsal  spines  feeble,  shorter  than  the  dorsal  rays;  caudal  lanceo- 
late; pectorals  If  in  head;  ventrals  If.  Color  silvery,  darker  above;  pec-, 
torals  dusky  on  their  inner  margin.  Atlantic  coast  of  northern  South 
America,  Guiana  and  Brazil,  on  sandy  shores.  ( small ; eye.) 

Nebris  microps,  CuviER  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  149,  pi.  112,  1830,  Surinam  ; 
GiiNTHER,  Cat.,  II,  316,1860;  Steindaciiner,  Ichtb.  Beitr.,  iv,  10,  1875;  Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, BuU.  TJ.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1882,  111 ; Jordan  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  374. 

1796.  NEBRIS  ZESTUS,  Jordan  & Starks,  new  species. 

Head3f;  depth  4f.  D.  VI  to  VIII,  28  to  31;  A.  II,  12;  eye  10  in  head; 
snout  4;  maxillary  2,!-;  highest  dorsal  spine  3;  pectoral  at  least  1.) ; ven- 
tral 2;  scales  20-110-20;  lateral  line  with  about  55  pores.  Body  scarcely 
com})ressed,  the  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  about  equal  and  uniform. 
Head  large;  anterior  profile  more  or  less  decnrved  over  snout,  thence 
gently  curved  to  dorsal;  snout  blunt,  the  nostrils  close  together  and  close 
to  eye;  mouth  large,  very  oblique,  the  jaws  about  equal;  maxillary  very 
broad,  truncate  behind,  reaching  to  jiosterior  margin  of  eye;  teeth  villi- 
form  ill  several  series  in  upper  jaw,  in  1 in  lower,  all  pointed  and  curved 
inward;  tongue  large  and  thick;  gill  rakers  slender,  the  longest  a little 
longer  than  eye,  6-}- 12  in  number;  a short  slit  behind  last  gill  arch; 
pseudobrauchiie  very  small.  Head  entirely  scaled;  scales  on  head  larger 
than  on  body ; margin  of  preopercle  indistinct,  with  a wide  membranaceous 
edge;  scales  along  lateral  line  running  to  end  of  caudal  rays,  nearly  twice 
as  large  as  those  on  the  rest  of  body.  Spines  of  dorsal  very  feeble  and 
covered  with  small  scales,  the  third  spine  highest,  slightly  higher  than 
3030 12 


1418  Bulletin  <^7,  Ujiited  States  National  Museum. 


soft  rays;  anal  and  dorsal  closely  scaled;  anal  spines  scarcely  distin- 
guishable. Pectorals  long,  in  head,  reaching  much  beyond  ventrals; 
ventrals  inserted  below  base  of  pectorals,  If  in  head;  caudal  double  trun- 
cate, the  middle  rays  1^  in  head.  Coloration  pale.  Length  1 foot  or  a 
little  more.  Sandy  shores  about  Panama,  rather  common.  Here  described 
from  numerous  specimens  brought  by  Dr.  Gilbert  from  Panama.  Yery 
close  to  Xehris  mkroj^s,  the  scales  apparently  smaller.  (Ceoto^,  soft-boiled, 
referring  to  the  soft,  very  spongy  head.)  (Types,  No.  433,  and  others, 
L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  Gilbert. ) 

575.  PLAGIOSCION,  Gill. 

riagioscion.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,  82  (a  generic  description  only ; no  species 
or  type  being  indicated.) 

Diplolepis,  Steixdachner,  Beitrage  znr  Kenntniss  der  Scijenoiden  Brasiliens,  2,  1863, 
{squamosissimus) ; name  jireoccupied  in  Hymenoptera. 

Plagioscion,Jo'RDAN  6c  Eigenmann,  Eeview  Scisenidfe,  380, 1889  {squamosissimus). 

This  genns  consists  of  fresh  water  Sciienoids,  inhabiting  the  rivers  of 
South  America,  probably  occasionally  descending  to  the  sea.  It  is  closely 
allied  to  Corvula  and  PseudotolWius,  from  both  of  which  it  is  well  dis- 
tinguished by  the  peculiar  squamation  of  the  lateral  line,  a character 
which  suggested  to  Dr.  Steindachner  the  name  Diplolejris,  the  scales  of  the 
lateral  line  being  covered  with  smaller  ones.  Like  most  fresh-water 
fishes,  the  species  of  Flagioscion  are  subject  to  many  variations,  especially 
in  regard  to  the  size  of  the  second  anal  spine.  But  3 or  4 of  the  many 
nominal  species  seem  to  be  valid.  We  attach  to  this  genus,  with  doubt,  a 
species  (heterolepis)  which  we  have  not  seen  and  which  may  belong  to 
OpMoscion.  {7tXayi6<i,  oblique;  duiov,  Sciccna.) 

a.  Second  anal  spine  small,  scarcely  longer  tbau  eye,  4 to  5^  times  in  length  of  head, 

b.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  31  or  32.  squamosissimus,  1797. 

bb.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  28  or  29.  heterolepis,  1798. 

aa.  Second  anal  spine  A’ery  large'and  strong,  2 to 3 in  head;  dorsal  rays  X-I,  32  or  33. 

SURINAMENSIS,  1799. 

1797.  PL.4GIOSCIOX  SQUAMOSISSIMUS  (Heckel). 

Head3j;  depth  3t.  D.  X-I,  31  or- 32;  A.  II,  7;  scales  (large  ones  or 
pores)  49  to  53.  Second  anal  spine  small,  scarcely  longer  than  eye,  its 
length  4 to  5^  in  head;  teeth  of  lower  jaw  with  the  inner  series  consider- 
ably enlarged;  snout  of  moderate  length,  5 in  head;  eye  maxillary  24 
ill  head;  gill  rakers  rather  long,  r-|-12;  pseudobran chim  usually  small  on 
one  side  and  obsolete  on  the  other;  upper  part  of  the  preopercle  crenulate 
on  its  bony  margin;  pectoral  fin  short,  If  in  head;  anal  spine  4^  to  54,  its 
length  subject  to  much  variation;  caudal  convex;  ventrals  filamentous  at 
tip.  Lower  pharyngeals  narrow,  armed  with  villiform  teeth.  Color  sil- 
very, darker  above,  the  axil  with  a large  black  spot.  Eivers  of  Guiana 
and  Brazil,  generally  common  southward;  no  Guiana  specimens  seen  by 
us,  the  specimens  here  described  from  Obidos  and  Coary. 

Scioena  squamosissima,  Heckel,  Annaleu  des  Wieuer  Museum,  ii,  438,  1840,  Amazon ; 

Steindachner,  Beitr.  zur  Kenntniss  der  Eisch-Eauna  Sud- Americas,  3, 1879. 

? Scicena  rubella,  Schomburgk,  Naturalists’  Library,  Fishes  of  Guiana,  ii,  133,  1843, 
Rivers  of  Guiana.  (D.  IX,  34;  A.  II,  6;  anal  spines  presumably  small.) 
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Johnius  crouvina,  Castklnau,  Anim.  Nonv.  ou  Kares  de  rAm6r.  du  Sud,  Poissons,  11, 
pi.  V,  fig.  1,  about  1855, Rio  Crixas,  Rio  Araguay. 

Johnivs  ainazonicus,  Castelnau,  Anim.  Nouv.  ou  Rares  de  1’ Amer.  du  Sud,  Poiss.,  12,  pi.  4, 
fig.  1, 1855,  Amazon. 

Corvina  monacantha,  Cope,*  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1866,  402,  near  Paramaribo,  Dutch 
Guiana. 

Scicena  amazonica,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  284, 1860. 

Scivena  crouvina,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  287, 1860. 

Pachyurns  sqiiamosissimus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  526, 1860. 

Diplolejns  sqxmmosusimns,  Steindachner,  Sciicn.  Brasil.,  2, 1863. 

Plaijioscion  gquainosissimus,  Jordan  A Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  383. 

1798.  PLAGIOSCIOX  HETEIIOLEPIS I (Bleeker). 

Head  3^  to  3^;  depth  3^  to  3'i.  ]).  X-I,  28  or  29;  A.  II,  7;  scales  45. 
Caudal  rhombic,  its  length  f that  of  head;  body  rather  elongated,  the 
form  much  as  in  Ophioscion  typicus  but  the  head  less  depressed;  profile 
depressed  above  eye;  eye  4 in  liead,  as  long  as  the  snout,  which  is  rather 
long,  bluntish  at  tiji;  preorbital  f length  of  eye;  mouth  moderate,  hori- 
zontal; maxillary  extending  to  below  middle  of  eye,  2^  in  head;  teeth  in 
many  series,  outer  series  of  the  ujjper  jaw  somewhat  longer,  those  of  the 
lower  jaw  all  subequal;  preopercle  entire  (in  the  figure);  scales  of  the 
cheek  cycloid,  those  of  the  opercle  and  body  ctenoid;  46  series  of  scales 
above  the  lateral  line,  40  below  it;  spinous  dorsal  little  longer  than  high, 
the  spines  slender,  scarcely  flexible,  the  third  longest,  2 in  head;  soft  dor- 
sal densely  scaly,  the  longest  ray  2|  in  head;  second  anal  spine  small, 
little  longer  than  the  eye,  3^  in  head;  pectorals  1|  in  head.  Color  green- 
ish or  bluish-gray  above,  silvery  below;  fins  yellowish.  Surinam;  not 
seen  by  us,  perhaps  not  belonging  to  this  genus,  (frepd?,  different; 
X.ETti<i,  scale.) 

Johnius  hetcrolejns,  Bleeker,  Archive.s  Neerlandaise.s,  viii,  1873, 458,  with  plate,  Surinam. 
Scioena  heterolepis,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  405. 

1799.  PLAGIOSCTO-X  SUUINA.IIEXSIS  (Bleeker). 

Head  3| ; depth  3^.  I).  X-I,  31  to  33;  A.  II,  6;  enlarged  scales  in  lateral 

line  about  50,  about  100  in  a longitudinal  series  above  it.  Second  anal 
spine  large  and  strong,  its  length  2 to  3 in  head;  teeth  of  lower  jaw  with 
the  inner  series  considerably  enlarged ; snout  very  short,  blunt,  5^^  in  head; 
head  depressed  above  the  eyes;  mouth  large,  rather  obliipie,  subinferior, 
the  maxillary  2^  in  head,  reaching  past  eye;  back  elevated;  ventral  out- 
line nearly  straight;  caudal  peduncle  slender;  preorbital  broad,  a little 
narrower  than  eye,  which  is  5^  in  head;  preopercle  rounded,  nearly  or 
(piite  entire;  teeth  of  outer  series  in  upper  jaw  and  inner  series  of  lower 


' The  followiug  is  the  substance  of  Professor  Cope’s  description  of  Corvina  monacantha: 

First  ventral  ray  jtroduced  as  a filament  which  reaches  past  the  vent;  pseudobranchia? 
none;  eyes  5 in  head;  depth  equal  to  length  of  head;  preopercle  sharp,  serrate  on  its 
vertical  margin;  pharyngeal  patches  of  teeth  small,  the  teeth  bristly;  caudal  fin  sub- 
lanceolate;  pectorals  as  long  as  veutrals  Avithout  filaments;  anal  spines  short,  single  in 
typical  specimens;  color,  silvery,  grayish  above;  no  spots.  D.  X-I,  33;  A.  1,5.  Scales 
10-49-16. 

t Bleeker’s  figure  rex)resents  the  species  as  having  the  preoijercle  entire  as  in  Johnius 
and  Plagioscion.  In  other  regards  it  resembles  Ophioscion. 
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notably  enlarged;  dorsal  spines  slender,  the  highest  2f  in  head;  pectoral 
If  in  head;  ventrals  If;  scales  all  ctenoid.  Color  grayish  above,  silvery 
below;  upper  vertical  fins  punctate;  lower  fins  yellowish;  axil  dark. 
(Steindachner.)  Rivers  of  Guiana,  Venezuela,  and  Colombia;  not  seen 
by  us. 

Pseudoscicena  surinamensis,  Blbeker,  Arch.  Neeil.  Sci.  Exact,  et  Nat.,  viii,  1873,  458, 
Surinam. 

Scicena  magdalence,  Steindachner,  Zur  Fisch-Eauna  des  Magdalenon-Stromes,  6,  1878, 
Magdalena  Bay, Venezuela. 

Scicena  surinamensis,  Steindachner,  Fiscli-Fauna  des  Cauca,  4,  1880. 

576.  LARI M US,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 


Laritmis,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  145,  1830  (breviceps). 
Amhlyscion,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  165  (argenteus) . 

Monosira,  Poey,  Anales  de  Hist.  Nat.  Esp.  1881,  326  (stahli). 


Body  rather  elongate,  compressed;  skull  firm,  not  greatly  cavernous; 
interorbital  space  rather  narrow;  preorbital  flattish,  not  turgid;  upper 
Jaw  with  the  usual  slits  and  pores  little  developed;  no  barbels;  no  canines; 
snout  very  short,  mouth  large,  terminal,  very  oblique  or  even  vertical,  the 
lower  jaw  projecting;  teeth  minute,  equal,  uniserial  or  partly  biserial 
above;  preopercle  entire  or  nearly  so^  Avithout  bony  teeth.  Scales  mod- 
erate, subequal.  Pseudobranchim  well  developed.  Fins  essentially  as  in 
Bairdiella,  the  second  dorsal  long,  the  anal  short,  its  spines  moderate  or 
small;  fins  not  thickened  by  accessory  scales.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slen- 
der. Vertebrie  104-14.  Silvery  fishes,  all  American.  (Larinius,  a name 
used  by  Oppieu  for  some  fish,  ‘^saiis  signification  prdcise.’^ 


(Amblyscion  a^x/SAvs,  blunt;  (TKiou,  Scioena.) : 
a.  Mouth  large,  the  cleft  quite  vertical ; profile  slightly  convex,  nearly  horizontal ; no 
traces  of  dark  stripes  along  the  rows  of  scales;  maxillary  not  extending  beyond 
anterior  margin  of  pupil,  2 in  head;  snout  very  short,  5|  in  head;  A-entrals  a 
little  shorter  than  pectorals  which  are  as  long  as  head.  D.  X-I,  27 ; A.  II,  6. 


ARGENTEUS,  1800. 

LaRIMUS  : 

aa.  Mouth  more  or  less  oblique,  not  quite  A^ertical ; upper  parts  with  dark  streaks  along 
the  rows  of  scales ; profile  slightly  convex,  a little  oblique;  maxillary  extending 
to  below  front  of  orbit,  2 in  head. 
h.  Dorsal  rays  27  to  30 ; mouth  notably  oblique. 

c.  Upper  parts  silvery,  without  dark  streaks  or  cross  bands;  pectorals  long 
and  narrow,  A longer  than  head.  D.  X-I,  28  to  30. 

EFFULGENS,  1801. 

cc.  Upper  parts  with  distinct  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales. 

d.  Second  anal  spine  1|  to  2^  in  head,  not  reaching  tips  of  soft  rays ; 
dark  streaks  very  distinct ; mouth  less  oblique ; gill  cavity  largely 
black.  ACCLivis,  1802. 

dd.  Second  anal  spine  If  in  head,  reaching  tips  of  soft  rays ; dark  streaks 
on  sides  not  very  distinct;  mouth  very  oblique ; gill  cavity  pale. 

BREVICEPS,  1803. 

bb.  Dorsal  rays  24  to  27;  mouth  still  less  oblique,  the  snout  more  convex,  the  pro- 
file descending  forward. 

e.  Color  silvery,  Avith  more  or  less  distinct  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales; 
no  dark  cross  bars. 

/.  Second  anal  spine  rather  short,  3 in  head;  stripes  very  distinct;  pec- 
torals 1|  in  head,  reaching  A^ent.  D.  X-I,  27 ; A.  II,  6. 

PACIFICUS,  1804. 
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ee.  Color  grayish,  silvery,  with  about  7 dark  vertical  cross  bars;  second  anal 
spine  short,  3;^  in  head.  Body  heavy  forward,  much  compressed, 
the  snout  very  short  and  blunt,  5^  in  head;  mouth  large,  less 
oblique  than  in  other  species;  tip  of  premaxillary  on  level  of  mid- 
dle of  pupil;  maxillary  2 in  head;  gill  rakers  extremely  elongate, 
as  long  as  eye,  12  -f  24 ; second  anal  spine  short,  J shorter  than  the 
first  soft  ray.  D.  X-I,  24  to  2G;  A.  II,  5 or  6.  fasciatus,  1805, 

Subgenus  AMBLYSCION,  Gill. 

1800.  LARIMUS  ARGENTEUS  (Gill). 

Head  3^;  deptli  3;  snout  very  short,  in  head;  eye  large,  4f.  D.  X-I, 
27;  A.  II,  6;  scales  6-49-10.  Body  robust,  strongly  compressed.  Mouth 
large,  the  cleft  vertical ; anterior  profile  slightly  convex,  nearly  horizontal ; 
maxillary  not  extending  beyond  anterior  margin  of  pupil,  its  end  wide 
and  truncate,  2 in  head;  teeth  all  minute,  in  a single  row  in  each  jaw; 
preopercle  with  a striated  and  cilliated  membranaceous  border;  gill  rakers 
I length  of  eye,  7+16;  scales  on  head  all  cycloid;  lateral  line  running  out 
to  end  of  caudal  rays ; highest  dorsal  spine  24  in  head  ; second  anal  spine 
strong,  nearly  as  long  as  rays,  its  tip  reaching  to  tip  of  last  ray,  its  length 
24;  ventrals  a little  shorter  than  pectorals,  which  are  about  as  long  as 
head.  Color  plumbeous  above,  golden  below  and  on  sides;  a black  axil- 
lary spot ; a large  steel-blue  opercular  spot ; no  traces  of  dark  stripes  along 
the  rows  of  scales.  Of  all  known  species  of  Sciwnida’,  this  one  has  the 
mouth  most  nearly  vertical.  There  is,  however,  in  its  structure  nothing 
to  warrant  its  separation  as  a distinct  genus,  Amblyscion.  Mazatlan  to 
Panama;  locally  common;  a most  singular  fish,  (an/ew/eas,  silvery.) 

Amblyscion  argentens,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Kat.  Soi.  Phila.  1863,  165,  West  coast  of  Central 
America.  (Coll.  Caj)!.  J.  M.  Dow.) 

Larimus  argenteus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  IT.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1882,  110;  -Iordan  & 
Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  375. 

Subgenus  LARIMUS. 

1801.  EARIJIES  EFFULGEXS,  Gilbert. 

Head  34  to  3+ ; depth  24  to  3.  D.  XI,  28  to  30;  A.  II,  6;  P.  16.  Eye 
large,  3if  to  44  in  head;  interorbital  space  44  to  4+  pores  of  lateral  line 
49  or  50.  Mouth  slightly  more  oblique  than  in  L.  aedivis,  much  less 
so  than  in  L.  argenteus.  Premaxillaries  anteriorly  on  a level  with  middle 
of  pu])il  (lower  part  of  pupil  in  L.  aedivis).  Maxillary  reaching  about 
vertical  from  front  of  pupil,  24  to  2|  in  head.  Teeth  minute,  close-set, 
even,  in  a single  series  in  each  jaw,  none  of  them  enlarged.  Preopercular 
margin  membranous,  with  flexible  ribs  ending  in  minute  spinules.  Gill 
rakers  very  long,  f diameter  of  orbit,  19  or  20  on  horizontal  limb  of  arch. 
Dorsal  spines  high  and  flexible,  the  first  2 not  noticeably  thickened; 
tenth  spine  shortest;  soft  dorsal  very  long,  its  base  24  to  24  in  length; 
third  dorsal  spine  longest,  2 to  24  in  head;  the  longest  dorsal  ray  equals 
length  of  snout  and  eye;  second  anal  spine  very  strong,  2,1  in  head;  pec- 
toral very  long  and  narrow,  longer  than  head,  injured  in  most  speci- 
mens; ventrals  reaching  to  or  slightl^’^  beyond  vent,  14  Ip  head;  caudal 


1422  Bulletin  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


lanceolate,  the  middle  rays  much  produced,  as  long  as  head;  tubes  of 
lateral  line  much  branched;  definite  scaly  sheaths  along  bases  of  dorsal 
and  anal;  basal  portions  of  membranes  of  vertical  fins  'with  series  of  scales. 
Bright  silvery,  the  back  grayish;  lining  of  cheeks  black,  a small  black 
l)lotch  on  upper  third  of  axil ; ventrals,  anal,  and  lo'wer  caudal  rays  bright 
orange  yellow ; fins  otherwise  dusky  translucent.  Length  8 inches.  Pan- 
ama, rather  common ; numerous  specimens  were  secured.  (Gilbert.)  Very 
close  to  L.  aeclivis,  with  which  it  agrees  in  almost  all  details  of  struc- 
ture. The  color  is,  however,  bright  silvery  without  trace  of  stripes, 
as  in  L.  argenteus.  The  pectoral  fin  is  also  much  longer,  {effiilgens, 
shining.) 

Larimus  effulgens,  Gilbert  MS.,  Fishes  of  Panama  1898,  Panama.  (Coll.  Gilbert.) 

1802.  LARIMUS  ACCLIVIS,  Jordan  & Bristol. 

Head  3i  to  3^;  depth  2 to  3^.  D.  X-I,  27  to  29;  A.  II,  5 or  6;  scales  6 
or  7 (counting  from  third  dorsal  spine  obliquely  backward) — 47  to  49-10  or 
11.  Body  robust,  compressed;  the  back  somewhat  elevated ; profile  con- 
vex. Head  narro'w,  its  width  2^  to  2|-  in  its  length.  Snout  short,  to  5| 
in  head.  Eye  large,  3i-o  to  3^  in  head.  Mouth  large,  the  cleft  oblique, 
less  steep  than  in  L.  hreviccps ; lower  jaw  curved,  considerably  pro- 
jecting; maxillary  extending  about  to  middle  of  pupil,  2^  to  2f  in  head. 
Teeth  minute,  firm,  uniserial  in  each  jaw.  Interorbital  region  convex, 
14  to  14  in  eye.  Gill  rakers  11  or  12  -j-  20  or  21,  long  and  slender.  Preoper- 
cle  with  a finely  serrated  membranaceous  margin.  Least  depth  of  caudal 
peduncle  2|  to  3 in  head.  Scales  rather  large,  mostly  ctenoid,  cycloid  on 
head  excepting  those  on  posterior  portion  of  the  top,  the  rows  above  lat- 
eral line  abruptly  oblique,  a character  subject  to  great  variation;  the 
scales  in  the  lateral  line  with  about  5 or  6 tubules;  anal  and  dorsal  with  a 
sheath  at  base,  the  scales  of  which  are  cycloid;  the  sheath  beneath  the 
spinous  dorsal  not  very  distinct;  the  fins  excepting  spinous  dorsal,  scaled 
for  a short  distance  above  base  with  cycloid  scales,  those  on  caudal  extend- 
ing halfway  to  its  tip.  Origin  of  spinous  dorsal  2^  to  2|  in  origin  of  soft 
dorsal;  third  dorsal  spine  If  to  in  head;  soft  dorsal  about  1^  times  as 
long  as  head;  origin  of  anal  34  to  34  in  head;  second  spine  moderate.  If 
to  24  in  head,  not  reaching  tips  of  soft  rays;  ventrals  reaching  slightly 
past  vent,  14  in  head;  pectorals  reaching  slightly  past  tip  of  ventrals 
equaling,  or  I4  in,  head.  Color  grayish  silverjq  darker  above,  clear  silvery 
white  below;  conspicuous  dark  brown  or  black  stripes  on  back  and  sides 
following  the  rows  of  scales,  formed  of  more  or  less  coalesceiit  dark  spots; 
lower  part  of  head  bright  silvery;  a large  steel-blue  axillary  spot;  region 
about  pseudobranchim  largely  black ; region  in  lower  part  of  mouth  bright 
orange,  and  traces  of  orange  in  upper  part;  lower  mandible  blackish; 
tongue  dusky  at  tip;  a somewhat  indistinct  narrow  streak  of  plain  dark 
brown  extending  from  a point  in  the  median  line,  y the  distance  from  the 
first  dorsal  spine  to  tip  of  premaxillary,  obliquely  backward  and  downward 
to  or  nearly  to  the  lateral  line,  this  streak  more  clearly  seen  in  dry  speci_ 
mens ; fins  dusky ; spinous  dorsal  dark  brown  ; ventrals  yellowish,  dusky  at 
tiji;  both  ventrals  and  jiectorals  darker  on  their  inner  than  on  their  outer 
surfaces.  This  species  differs  from  L.  hrericepa  chiefly  in  the  shorter 
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anal  spine,  the  much  more  distinct  dark  lines,  the  less  nearly  vertical 
mouth,  the  hack  more  steeply  arched,  the  darker  color  of  the  gill  cavity. 
In  some  cases  the  direction  of  the  rows  of  scales  on  the  back  is  more 
nearly  vertical,  but  in  this  there  are  great  variations.  West  coast  of  Mex- 
ico and  Central  America,  from  Sonora  to  Panama ; not  rare  on  sandy  shores. 
Length  4f  to  6|  inches.  Described  from  numerous  specimens  from  San 
Juan  Lagoon,  Sonora,  and  from  Panama,  (acclii'is,  steeply  ascending, 
referring  to  the  direction  of  the  rows  of  scales  above  lateral  line.) 

Larimus  acclivis,  Jordan  & Bristol,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1897,  San  Juan  Lagoon, 
Sonora.  (Coll.  Albatross.  Type,  No.  45,  L.  S.  Jr.  TJniv.  Mus.) 

1803.  LARIIIUS  BREVICEPS,  Cuvier  Sc  Valenciennes. 

(Cabezon.) 

Head  3|;  depth  3;  eye  4 in  head.  D.  X-I,  28;  A.  II,  6;  scales  7 (count- 
ing from  third  dorsal  spine  obliquely  backward)  48-9.  Body  robust;  the 
profile  less  convex  than  in  L.  acclivis.  Width  of  head  2 in  its  length; 
snout  short,  5 in  head.  Cleft  of  mouth  approaching  a perpendicular  much 
more  nearly  than  in  L.  acclivis;  the  lower  jaAv  less  convex;  maxillary 
2 in  head.  Teeth  minute,  firm,  uniserial  in  each  jaw.  Interorbital 
region  convex,  4 in  head  and  1 in  eye.  Gill  rakers  about  10  -{-  20,  long  and 
slender,  the  longest  in  head;  least  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  3 in 
head.  Scales  as  in  L.  acclivis,  excepting  that  in  our  specimens  the  rows 
above  the  lateral  line  are  rather  more  horizontal  and  therefore  fewer  in 
number  than  in  some  specimens  of  L.  acclivis.  Origin  of  spinous  dorsal  2 
in  origin  of  soft  dorsal  and  If  in  head ; third  dorsal  spine  If  in  head ; 
second  anal  spine  If  in  head,  reaching  to  tip  of  longest  soft  ray;  ventrals 
If  in  head;  pectoral  as  long  as  head.  Color  silvery,  brown  above,  clear 
white  silvery  below;  the  rows  of  scales  above  with  dark  streaks,  these 
much  less  distinct  than  in  L.  acclivis ; a brownish  axillary  spot;  region 
about  pseudobranchiai  but  little  dusky;  lower  part  of  mouth,  and 
sides  of  mouth  on  upper  jaw  orange;  tip  of  tongue  and  end  of  lower 
mandible  dusky ; fins  dusky;  spinous  dorsal  darker;  ventrals  yellowish; 
upper  part  of  pectoral  dusky.  Length  10  inches.  West  Indies,  south  to 
Brazil.  Here  described  from  a specimen  collected  by  the  Albatross  from 
St.  Lucia  and  from  a specimen  in  the  U.  S.  National  Museum  from  Kings- 
ton, Jamaica,  {brevis,  short;  -ceps,  head.) 

Larimus  breviceps,  Cuvier  Sc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  146,  pi.  140,  1830, 
Brazil ; San  Domingo ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  268, 1860 ; Gunther,  Pislies  Central  America, 
387  and  425, 1869;  Bean  Sc  Dressel,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 158;  Jordan  Sc  Eigen- 
MANN,  1.  c.,  375,  1889,  in  part,  Atlantic  specimens. 

? Monosira  stahli,^  Poey,  Fauna  Puerto  Riquefia,  326,  pi.  6,  1881,  Puerto  Rico. 

Larimus  stahli,  Jordan  AEigenmann,  1.  c.,  376,  1889. 


*Monosira  stahli,  Poey,  seems  identical  with  L.  breviceps.  The  following  is  the  sub- 
stance of  Poey’s  description : 

Head  3J;  depth  3;  ey^  3^  ; snout  5.  D.  X-I,  25:  A.  II,  5.  Bodj'^  deep,  snout  short,  the 
profile  descending  forward;  mouth  large,  maxillary  2 in  head,  lower  mandible  produced 
and  curved,  a pore  on  each  side  of  the  symphysis:  gill  rakers  long  and  slender:  teeth 
uniserial,  numerous  and  very  small,  those  of  the  lower  jaw  slightly  larger;  pectorals 
lanceolate,  reaching  beyond  Vent,  slightly  longer  than  head;  second  anal  spine  long, 
nearly  2 in  head.  Color  wliite,  with  faint  streaks,  but  without  vertical  dark  bars.  Porto 
Rico.  (Named  for  Dr.  Agustin  Stahl,  of  Puerto  Rico,  of  whose  collection  of  fishes  this 
species  formed  a part.) 
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1804.  LARIMUS  PACIFICUS,  Jordan  & Bollman. 

Heads  (3f ) ; depth  same.  D.  X-I,  27;  A.  II,  6;  scales  6-50-11.  Body 
compressed,  formed  as  in  other  species ; hack  elevated,  regularly  rounded 
from  snout  to  last  dorsal  ray ; ventral  outline  most  arched  anteriorly,  base 
of  anal  oblique.  Distance  from  ventrals  to  anal  more  than  depth  of  body, 
so  that  the  ventrals  do  not  reach  vent.  Profile  of  head  depressed  A^ery 
slightly  before  dorsal  and  above  eyes.  Snout  short,  4|  in  head.  Eye 
moderate,  equal  to  Avidth  of  interorhital,  4 in  head.  Mouth  rather  large; 
maxillary  reaching  posterior  border  of  eye,  2}  in  head.  Premaxillary 
opposite  middle  of  pupil.  Width  of  preorhital  i eye.  Pores  of  snout 
and  chin  as  in  other  species  of  Larimns.  Preopercle  Avith  a narroAv,  cren- 
ulate,  membranous  border;  scapular  scale  Avith  Avell- developed  mem- 
branous teeth;  opercle  Avith  3 graduated,  stiff,  membranous  spines 
above  and  another  heloAV.  Gill  rakers,  long  and  slender,  longest  equal  to 
length  of  eye,  about  10  20.  Scales  on  head  and  anterior  part  of  breast 

cycloid;  bases  of  membranes  of  fins  scaly.  First  dorsal  spine  inserted 
over  base  of  pectorals;  fourth  spine  longest,  2^  in  head.  Anterior  and 
posterior  soft  rays  of  dorsal  subequal,  3 in  head.  Second  anal  spine  short, 
not  much  OA^er  4 as  long  as  first  rays,  its  tip  not  nearly  reaching  end  of 
last  ray,  3 in  head;  second  anal  ray  2^  in  head  ; distance  bet\Amen  origin 
of  ventrals  and  anal  t more  than  depth  of  body;  pectorals  in  head, 
reaching  anus;  A’entrals  not  reaching  A^ent  by  almost  4 eye,  If  in  head. 
Coloration  essentially  similar  to  that  of  L.  accUvis]  silvery,  Avith  confin- 
ent  dusky  spots  forming  dark  streaks  along  the  roAvs  of  scales;  numerous 
black  dots  from  snout  to  caudal  below  lateral  line;  opercle  appearing 
dusky  externally,  because  the  skin  lining  the  region  around  psendo- 
branchije  is  inky  black;  dorsal,  caudal,  anal,  and  pectorals  someAvhat 
dusky;  soft  dorsal  pale  at  base,  then  with  a dusky  and  pale  longitu- 
dinal streak,  the  distal  half  dusky;  general  coloration  less  yellow  than  in 
hreviceps  and  the  streaks  along  scales  more  prominent.  Here  described 
from  the  type,  a specimen  5f  inches  long.  Off  coast  of  Colombia. 

Larimus  pacijicus,  Jordan  & Bolljean,  Proc.  TI.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,  161,  Pacific  Ocean, 
off  coast  of  Colombia,  at  Albatross  station  2802,  8°  38'  N.,  79°  31'  30"  W.,  between 
Galapagos  Island  and  Panama.  (Tyi)e,  No.  41168.  Coll.  Albatross.) 

1805.  LARIMUS  FASCIATUS,  Holbrook. 

Head  3f ; depth  3;  eye  4 in  head.  D.  X-I,  24  to  26;  A.  II,  5 or  6;  scales 
5-49-9  to  11.  Body  heavy  forward,  much  compressed,  the  back  somewhat 
elevated;  profile  couA^ex;  snout  Amry  short  and  blunt,  5f  in  head;  eye 
about  equal  to  flattish  interorbital  area ; mouth  large,  less  oblique  than 
in  other  species;  tip  of  premaxillary  on  level  of  middle  of  pupil;  maxil- 
lary 2 in  head,  reaching  to  below  posterior  third  of  eye;  lower  mandible 
with  a slight  knob  at  its  symphysis,  a small  pore  on  each  side  of  it;  teeth 
minute,  firm,  in  a single  series  in  each  jaw;  pharyngeal  teeth  all  long  and 
slender;  the  pharyngeal  bones  small  and  narrow,  snbtriangular ; gill 
rakers  extremely  elongate,  as  long  as  eye,  12-f-24  ; preopercle  Avith  minute 
cilia;  third  and  fourth  dorsal  spines  about  2f  in  head;  preopercle  with 
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minute  cilia;  third  and  fourth  dorsal  spines  about  2:^  in  head;  second  anal 
spine  short,  i shorter  than  the  first  anal  ray,  its  tip  scarcely  reaching 
end  of  last  ray  when  spine  is  depressed,  3 in  head;  scales  large,  ctenoid; 
anal  and  soft  dorsal  with  a scaly  sheath  at  base.  Color  in  life,  grayish 
olive  above,  with  some  silvery ; below,  clear  silver  white ; back  with  7 to 
9 rather  conspicuous  darker  vertical  bars  extending  to  below  middle  of 
sides;  fins  dusky  olive;  anal  fin  and  lower  rays  of  caudal  yellow;  ventrals 
orange  yellow,  dusky  towards  tip ; lower  side  of  head  very  bright  silvery ; 
inside  of  mouth  and  lining  of  gill  cavity,  cheeks  and  opercles  with  some 
light  yellow.  South  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States,  from  Chesapeake 
Bay  to  Galveston,  Texas;  occasionally  straying  north  to  Woods  Hole, 
not  common,  found  in  rather  deep  water,  (fasciatus,  banded.) 

Larimus  fasciatus,  Holbrook,  Ichth.  South  Carolina,  153,  pi.  22,  fig.  1,  1860,  Charleston; 

Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  269, 1860 ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  578, 1883 ; Jordan  &.  Eigen- 

MANN,  1.  c.,  376, 1889. 


577.  ODONTOSCION,  Gill. 

Odontoscion,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1862,  18  (dentex). 

This  genus  dilfers  from  Larimus  mainly  in  the  presence  of  canines  and 
may  be  described  as  a Larimus  armed  with  canine  teeth.  It  also  approaches 
closely  to  Bairdiella,  from  which  it  differs  in  lacking  the  plectroid  spine  on 
the  preopercle,  and  in  the  dentition,  the  group  Elattarchus  lying  between 
the  two,  as  does  also  the  closely  related  group  Corrida,  {odov^,  tooth; 
dniov,  a modern  Greek  name,  corresponding  to  Scuma.) 

a.  Dorsal  rays  XI-I,  23;  canines  rather  strong;  color  .soiled  silvery.  dentex,  1806. 
aa.  Dorsal  rays  XI-I,  26 ; canines  smaller;  color  dark  gray' with  darker  streaks. 

xanthops,  1807. 

1800.  ODONTOSCION  DENTEX  (Cuvier  «fe  Valenciennes). 

(CORVINA.) 

Head  3 to  3^;  depth  3^;  eye  3f  to  4 in  head;  snout  4.  D.  XI  or  XII-I, 
23;  A.  II,  8;  scales  7-49  to  52-10.  Teeth  in  each  jaw  in  a single  series, 
the  2 front  teeth  in  lower  jaw  large  canines,  some  of  the  teeth  on  the 
side  of  the  lower  jaw  also  enlarged,  cauine-like;  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw 
largest  forward,  smaller  than  those  in  the  lower  jaw;  body  oblong,  com- 
pressed, the  profile  straight  and  rather  steep ; snout  short,  blunt ; eye  large ; 
preopercle  rounded  without  any  distinct  spines,  with  crenulated  mem- 
branaceous margin ; highest  dorsal  spine  2 in  head ; distance  from  first  anal 
spine  to  middle  of  base  of  caudal  3,'  in  length ; distance  from  vent  to  first 
anal  siiine  in  base  of  anal;  second  anal  spine  much  shorter  than  rays, 
its  tip  when  depressed  not  reaching  to  tip  of  last  ray,  its  length  3 in  head; 
mouth  large,  oblique,  maxillary  reaching  beyond  middle  of  orbit,  2 in 
head;  preorbital  very  narrow,  about  4 in  eye;  gill  rakers  long  and  stiff, 
5-1-14;  lower  pharyngeals  small,  with  conical  teeth;  scales  thin,  ctenoid; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly;  scales  below  lateral  line  in  nearly  horizontal 
series;  dorsal  spines  long  and  slender,  separated  from  soft  dorsal;  the  spine 
of  soft  dorsal  short  and  stout;  caudal  subtruncate,  upper  lobe  longer;  anal 
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short  and  high,  second  anal  spine  in  head ; ventrals  halfway  to  anal, 
pectorals  If  in  head.  Color  dusky  silvery,  everywhere  soiled  with  dark 
points,  which  form  faint  streaks  along  the  series  of  scales ; snout  and  ante- 
rior part  of  the  chin  black;  upper  part  of  base  of  pectoral  and  axil 
black.  Length  1 foot.  West  Indies ; generally  common ; a food-fish  of  some 
importance,  {dentex,  toothed.) 

Corvma  dentex,  Cuvieb  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  139,  pi.  109,1830,  San 
Domingo. 

Larimns  dentex,  Guntheh,  Cat.,  ii,  269,  1860. 

Odontoscion  dentex,  Poey,  Synopsis,  325,  1868;  Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  .377,  1889. 

1807.  ODOXTOSt’IOV  XANTHOPS,  Gilbert. 

Head  3;  depth  3f ; eye  3f  in  head;  snout  4f.  D.  XII,  27 ; A.  II,  8;  P.  17: 
pores  in  lateral  line  50.  Head  and  body  elongate,  comiiressed,  narrow. 
Dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  nearly  equally  curved;  profile  slightly  de- 
pressed over  front  of  orbits,  the  snout  hluntish,  not  protruding ; j aws  equal, 
the  lower  wholly  included,  the  symphysis  prominent,  slightly  passing  the 
])remaxillarie8 ; mouth  very  oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  slightly  behind 
middle  of  eye,  2f  in  head;  tip  of  maxillary  broad;  mental  and  rostral 
pores  of  moderate  size,  not  conspicuous ; a series  of  slender  canines  in  lower 
jaw,  preceded  by  an  irregular  outer  villiform  row,  most  evident  toward 
symphysis ; the  series  of  canines  turns  inward  and  backward  on  the  sym- 
physeal  protuberance,  the  innermost  pair  enlarged,  directed  backward; 
upper  jaw  with  a series  of  conical  teeth,  similar  to  those  on  sides  of  man- 
dible, separated  by  a considerable  interspace  from  an  inner  series  of  very 
small,  close-set  teeth,  directed  backward.  Eye  very  large,  subcircular;  a 
definite  supraorbital  ridge;  interorbital  width  4|-;  suhorhitals  narrow;  pre- 
opercular  margin  without  definite  spines,  with  minute  crenulatious,  which 
end  in  spinous  points.  Gill  rakers  long  andslender,16  on  horizontal  limb  of 
arch,  the  longest  f diameter  of  orbit.  Spinous  dorsal  very  high,  of  weak, 
flexible  spines,  none  of  which  is  thickened;  third  spine  highest,  as  long 
as  snout  and  eye;  eleventh  spine  shortest;  second  anal  spine  strong, 
equaling  length  of  snout  and  f of  eye;  pectorals  short,  not  reaching 
tips  of  ventrals,  lyo  in  head;  ventrals  not  reaching  vent,  extending  half- 
way  from  their  base  to  front  of  anal;  caudal  apparently  short  and 
rounded,  somewhat  mutilated  in  the  type,  as  are  the  soft  dorsal  and  anal. 
Scales  large,  weakly  ctenoid  except  on  head,  where  they  are  cycloid; 
maxillary,  tip  of  mandible,  and  extreme  tip  of  snout  naked;  head  other- 
wise completely  invested ; a definite  sheath  of  scales  at  base  of  soft  dorsal ; 
soft  portions  of  all  the  vertical  fins  with  membranes  scaled.  Dark  steel 
gray,  Avith  oliA'e  tinge  above,  silvery  below,  the  lower  parts  coarsely  punc- 
tate with  broAvn ; blackish  streaks  follow  the  row  of  scales,  those  below 
the  lateral  line  broad,  horizontal,  conspicuous,  those  above  lateral  line 
narrower,  less  intense,  the  anterior  ones  directed  obliquely  upward,  those 
under  soft  dorsal  nearly  horizontal ; fins  dusky,  the  anal,  lower  caudal 
lobe,  and  tlie  terminal  portion  of  ventrals  black ; iris  bright  yellow.  Eoof 
of  mouth  and  sides  of  mandible  within  orange  yellow,  the  membrane  within 
mandibular  teeth  black ; tongue  faintly  yelloAv ; a dusky  yellow  bar  ahoA’e 
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and  1 below  pseudobrancbiie,  the  gill  cavity  otherwise  silvery.  Panama ; 
a single  specimen  inches  long.  (Gilbert.)  (^avOo?,  yellow;  djip,  eye.) 

Odontoscion  xanthops,  Gilbert,  MS.,  Fishes  of  Panama,  1898,  Panama.  (Coll.  Gilbert.) 

578.  CORVULA,  Jordan  & Eigenmann. 

Corvtda,  JORDAN  & Eigenmann,  Ileview  of  the  Sciajnid*  of  Europe  and  America,  in 
Report  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1886  (1889),  377  (hatabana). 

This  genus  is  closely  allied  to  Bairdiella  in  nearly  all  respects,  but  with 
the  preopercle  entire  and  unarmed  as  in  Larimus.  The  species  differ 
considerably  among  themselves,  and  they  form  with  Larimus  and  Odontos- 
cion an  almost  continuous  series.  American.  (Diminutive  of  Corrus, 
crow,  as  is  also  the  name  Corvina,  applied  by  the  Latin  races  to  fishes  of 
this  group,  perhaps  in  allusion  to  their  croaking  noise  produced  by  the 
complicated  air  bladder.) 

a.  Body  rather  short  and  deep,  depth  2^  to  3^  in  length;  distance  from  insertion  of 
ventrals  to  first  anal  spine  about  equal  to  depth  of  body ; color  silvery,  usually 
with  dusky  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales. 

b.  Dorsal  rays  XI-I,  25 ; i)Osterior  dorsal  rays  much  shorter  than  the  anterior  ones ; 

eye  verj'  large,  3J  in  head;  dorsal  outline  strongly  convex,  somewhat  ele- 
vated anteriorly ; color  dark  brown,  i>aler  below ; ui)per  f of  body  with  very 
distinct  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales ; pectoral  and  especially  anal 
with  dark  points;  base  of  spinous  dorsal  light  yellow;  numerous  dark  dots 
on  belly,  lower  part  of  sides,  and  under  side  of  head.  macrops,  1808. 

bb.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  28;  posterior  rays  of  soft  dorsal  higher  than  the  anterior 
ones;  dorsal  outline  strongly  and  regularly  convex  and  elevated.  Color, 
silvery  white,  darker  above ; sides  and  hack  with  rather  distinct  darlc  lines 
along  the  scales;  spinous  dorsal,  tips  of  ventrals  and  anal  dusky;  upper 
l)art  of  head  brownish ; lower  part  of  head,  cheek,  and  breast  with  numer- 
ous rusty  dots,  base  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  rusty.  sialis,  1809. 

bbb.  Dorsal  rays  X to  XII-I,  23  to  25;  jaws  equal;  outer  teeth  above  enlarged, 
lower  teeth  nearly  uniserial ; preopercle  with  fiexihle  serrm;  second  anal 
spine,  3|  in  head;  caudal  fin  subtrnncate. 

c.  Maxillary  reaching  middle  of  pupil,  2J-  in  head ; pectorals  rather  long. 

SUB^QUALIS,  1810. 

cc.  Maxillary  reaching  beyond  middle  of  pupil,  2^  in  head ; pectorals  very  short ; 
D.  XI-I,  23;  A.  II,  8;  color  silvery,  with  very  distinct  dark  longitudinal 
stripes.  sanctas-lucia-:,  1811. 

aa.  Body  rather  elongate  and  compressed,  the  depth  3^  in  length ; distance  from  inser- 
tion of  ventrals  to  first  anal  spine  ^ greater  than  depth  of  body;  coloration 
dusky,  with  conspicuous  dai'k  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales. 

BATABANA,  1812. 


1808.  CORVULA  MACROPS  (Steindachner). 

(Vacdocua.) 

Head  3J;  depth  3.  D.  XI-I,  25;  A.  II,  9;  scales  8-56-11;  eye  3^  iu  bead; 
snout  4f;  maxillary  2^;  longest  dorsal  spine  If;  longest  dorsal  ray  2f; 
second  anal  spine  2^;  ventrals  1^;  pectoral  ; caudal  fin  1^.  Body  oblong, 
moderately  compressed,  not  mncb  elevated;  dorsal  outline  uniform  from 
tip  of  snout  to  caudal  peduncle ; ventral  outline  rounded  from  chin  to 
breast,  then  straight  to  anal  spine,  then  slanting  obliquely  upward  to 
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caudal  peduncle.  Snout  blunt,  shorter  than  large  eye ; upper  jaw  slightly 
projecting,  teeth  small  and  sharp,  in  1 or  2 irregular  series  in  lower  jaw, 
in  several  series  in  upper  jaw,  the  outer  row  slightly  enlarged;  maxillary 
extending  to  posterior  edge  of  pupil;  chin  with  4 large  pores;  edge  of 
preopercle  covered  with  skin,  which  is  serrated  on  the  edge.  Gill  rakers 
slender,  9 + 13;  scales  ctenoid  on  the  body,  cycloid  on  the  head.  Spinous 
dorsal  a little  higher  than  soft  dorsal;  first  dorsal  spine  very  short,  second 
about  5 times  longer,  third  twice  as  long  as  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
and  sixth  subequal,  the  others  rapidly  shorter;  first  anal  spine  very  small, 
the  second  many  times  longer  and  stouter,  but  shorter  than  soft  rays; 
ventrals  inserted  behind  pectorals  and  reaching  beyond  them;  caudal 
truncate.  Ground  color  silvery,  but  so  closely  set  with  small  dark  brown 
points  as  to  almost  obscure  the  silver;  sides  with  about  4 faint  dark  cross 
bands  and  Avith  conspicuous  black  stripes  following  the  rows  of  scales, 
about  11  horizontal  stripes  below  lateral  line,  those  above  slanting 
obliquely  upward  anteriorly,  but  becoming  horizontal  posteriorly;  tips 
of  ventrals  and  anal  black,  other  fins  dusky.  Here  described  from  a fine 
specimen  from  the  Astillero  at  Mazatlan,  8 inches  in  length.  Pacific  Coast 
of  tropical  America;  recorded  only  from  Mazatlan  and  Panama;  appar- 
eutl3'rare;  our  specimens  from  Mazatlan  and  Panama  much  darker  than 
Steindachner’s  type,  which  was  deeper,  the  depth  24  in  length,  (ftanpoc, 
large;  Gi>,  eye.) 

Gorvina  macrons,  Stetxdachner,  Iclitli.  Beitr.,  iii,  24,  fig.  2,  1875,  Panama. 

Scicena  macrops,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Biill.  U.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1881,  316. 

Corvula  macrops,  Jordan  &.  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  379,  1889;  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in 
Proo.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  468. 

1809.  CORVULA  SIALIS,  Jordan  &:  Eigenmann. 

IleadSj  ; depth  2f;  eye  5 in  head.  D.  X-I,  28;  A.  II,  8.  Body  com- 
pressed; the  back  elevated,  regularly  rounded  from  snout  to  posterior 
margin  of  soft  dorsal ; A’.entral  outline  almost  straight  from  chin  to  first 
anal  spine;  base  of  anal  oblique;  caudal  peduncle  short  and  thick.  Pro- 
file slightly  convex  posteriorly,  somewhat  depressed  over  the  eyes;  snout 
rather  acute,  slightly  longer  than  eye;  eye  14  in  interorbital  area;  preor- 
bital ^ as  wide  as  eye ; mouth  moderate ; maxillary  extending  past  pupil, 
its  length  24  in  head;  premaxillary  anteriorly  on  level  with  the  lower 
border  of  the  orbit;  lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  broad,  not  entirely 
concealed  by  the  preorbital  when  the  mouth  is  shut.  Teeth  of  the  lower 
jaw  blunt,  conical,  in  2 series,  those  of  the  inner  series  much  larger  than 
those  of  the  outer;  upper  jaw  with  a narrow^  band  of  Aulliform  teeth  and 
an  outer  series  of  larger  teeth,  which  are  remote  from  each  other  and 
decrease  in  size  toward  the  angle  of  the  mouth.  Chin  with  5 small  pores; 
snout  with  6 pores,  arranged  in  a shaped  figure.  Preopercle  with 
a narrow,  crenulate,  membranous  border;  opercle  with  2 scarcely  distin- 
guishable spines;  scapular  scale  entire.  Gill  rakers  moderately  devel- 
oped, about  ^ as  long  as  the  eye,  5 + 12;  pseudobranchia'  large.  Scales 
about  the  head  in  front  of  dorsal  and  on  anterior  part  of  breast  cycloid, 
marked  with  concentric  stria^ ; those  on  top  of  the  head  embedded,  indis- 


Jordan  and  Evcrmaim. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1429 


tinct;  scales  of  the  body  all  ctenoid;  membranes  of  caudal,  anal,  and  soft 
dorsal  densely  covered  with  minute  scales  nearly  to  their  tips.  First 
dorsal  spine  short,  inserted  over  the  base,  of  the  pectoral ; fourth  dorsal 
spine  highest,  reaching  to  soft  dorsal,  11  in  head;  anterior  dorsal  rays 
shorter  than  the  middle  and  posterior  ones,  the  eleventh  longer  than 
the  fourth  by  an  eye’s  diameter,  little  more  than  1 the  length  of  the 
head ; soft  dorsal  very  broadly  rounded  posteriorly ; caudal  short,  broad, 
rounded  behind;  anal  inserted  posteriorly,  the  tips  of  the  anal  extending 
nearly  as  far  as  the  tips  of  the  dorsal;  second  anal  spine  moderate,  scarcely 
more  that  f length  of  the  rays,  little  less  than  3 in  head ; ventrals  lanceo- 
late, slightly  longer  than  the  rounded  pectorals,  1^  in  head.  Color  light 
brownish  above,  silvery  on  sides  and  below,  the  centers  of  the  scales  with 
many  dark  dots,  these  forming  horizontal  lines  along  the  series  of  scales 
below  the  lateral  line,  and  oblique,  irregular,  often  interrupted,  lines 
above  the  lateral  line;  all  the  fins  with  dark  dots;  spinous  dorsal  dusky; 
soft  dorsal  brownish  for  | of  its  height;  the  other  f pale;  anal  and  tips 
of  ventrals  dusky;  pectoral  pale;  head  with  many  minute  rusty  dots, 
these  aggregated,  and  forming  brownish  spots  on  the  maxillary  and  lower 
part  of  the  head.  Length  6^  inches.  Florida  Keys ; known  from  1 speci- 
men. (d/aAo?,  plump.) 

Corvula  sialis,  Jokdan  & Kigenmann,  Ileport  U.  S.  Fisli  Comm,  for  1886  (1889),  379,  Key 
West.  (Type,  No.  26575.  Coll.  Sila.s  Steams.) 

" 1810.  COKVULA  SUB.KqrALlS  (Poey). 

Head  3^;  depth  about  3i;  eye  in  head;  snout  4^.  D.  XIl-I,  22  to 24; 
A.  II,  9;  scales  about  46.  Form  of  Corvula  sialis,  but  the  body  more  elon- 
gate; jaws  equal;  outer  teeth  above  enlarged,  lower  teeth  nearly  unise- 
rial;  eye  large;  snout  bluntish ; maxillary  2^  in  head,  extending  to  middle 
of  pupil;  preopercle  Avith  Ilexible  serra’: ; second  anal  spine  3j  in  head; 
caudal  tin  subtruncate.  Color  silvery,  with  faint  streaks  along  the  rows 
of  scales  above.  West  Indies;  scarce.  We  refer  2 8i)ecimens  from  8t. 
Thomas  to  this  species,  although  they  differ  in  some  respects  from  Poey’s 
description  of  Corvina  suhwqualis.  The  more  elongate  body  and  the 
smaller  number  of  dorsal  rays  distinguish  subaqualis  readily  from  sialis. 
{suhcequalis,  nearly  ecpial.) 

Corvina  subcequalis,  Poey,  Aim.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hi.st.  Now  York  1875,  58  Cuba.* 

Corvula  suhcequalis,  Jordan  & Eigen.mann,  1.  c.,  380,  1889. 

1811.  (’OUVULA  SAXCT.E-LKI.E,  Jordan 

Head  3i;  depth  3^;  eye  3 Jin  head;  suout4J.  D.  XI-I,  23;  A.  II,  8;  scales 
6-46-10.  Body  oblong,  moderately  compressed,  the  back  moderately  ele- 
vated. Head  rather  short  and  blunt,  the  anterior  profile  uniform  and 

* The  following  is  the  substance  of  Poey's  account  of  his  Corvina  suhcequalis:  Body 
rather  elongate;  eye  3^  in  head;  snout  short,  rounded;  mouth  moderate;  maxillary 
extending  to  below  anterior  margin  of  pupil,  the  jaws  subequal;  teeth  in  tine  hands,  the 
outer  series  longer,  and  larger  above  than  below;  symphisis  with  4 pores;  preopercle 
finely  dentate;  dorsal  fins  separated;  second  dorsal  spine  stoxit;  caudal  with  a salient 
angle;  base  of  anal  scaly;  anal  si)ine  rather  strong,  its  insertion  rather  posterior;  color 
silvery ; depth  3|  (with  caudal) ; head  3^.  D.  X-1, 25 ; A.  II,  7. 
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slightly  arched.  Snout  short,  shorter  than  eye;  eye  large,  a little  greater 
than  interorhital  space;  month  considerably  oblicjne,  the  jaws  equal,  the 
premaxillary  in  front  on  the  level  of  lower  part  of  pupil,  the  maxillary 
extending  to  beyond  line  of  middle  of  pupil,  2^  in  head ; teeth  of  nx)per 
jaw  in  a narrow  band,  the  outer  moderately  enlarged;  teeth  of  lower  jaw 
moderate,  not  quite  equal,  almost  in  one  series;  i)reoi^ercle  with  its  mem- 
branous edge  finely  dentate ; gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  about  x -\-  15. 
Scales  large  and  firm,  those  above  lateral  line  anteriorly  in  series  parallel 
with  it;  at  a point  below  last  dorsal  rays  each  series  is  suddenly  bent 
upward,  and  then  again  becomes  horizontal;  rows  of  scales  below  lateral 
line  horizontal  and  nearly  straight.  Dorsal  si^ines  slender ; soft  dorsal  and 
anal  scaly  at  base;  caudal  (broken)  aj^parently  subtruncate;  pectoral  very 
short,  reaching  about  to  eighth  dorsal  spine;  anal  small,  inserted  back- 
ward, its  second  spine  moderate.  Distance  from  insertion  of  ventral  to 
first  anal  spine  times  depth  of  body.  Coloration  silvery,  with  about  14 
horizontal  dark  stripes,  these  strqies  continuous,  and  those  above  bend 
ujiward  underneath  last  dorsal  sj)ines;  fins  pale  yellowish,  all  more  or  less 
soiled  with  dark  xioints;  a faint  dark  axillary  spot;  lining  of  gill  cavity 
pale.  West  Indies ; 1 sjiecimen  known,  5f  inches  long,  from  Port  Castries, 
Island  of  St.  Lucia.  {Sanctw-Uicia’,  St.  Lucia.) 

Corvnla  sanctce-lucice,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,  649,  Port  Castries,  St.  Lucia. 

(T}"pe,  No.  41732.  Coll.  Albatross.) 

1812.  CORVULA  BATABANA  (Poey). 

Head  3f ; depth  3^;  eye  4|^;  snout  3|^.  D.  XI-I,  26;  A.  II,  8;  scales  6-50-7. 
Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  depth  nearly  uniform  from  ventrals  to  vent; 
belly  very  long,  the  distance  from  ventrals  to  anal  J greater  than  depth 
of  body;  profile  nearly  straight  and  horizontal;  mouth  rather  wide ; max- 
illary 2^  in  head,  reaching  middle  of  eye;  upper  jaw  with  several  series 
of  minute  teeth  and  an  outer  somewhat  enlarged  series;  lower  jaw  with  a 
single  series  of  rather  strong  teeth,  a pair  of  minute  canine-like  teeth  at 
the  symphysis;  snout  short,  without  i)ores;  chin  with  5 large  iiores;  pre- 
oiiercle  with  a crenulate,  dermal  border;  gill  rakers  slightly  longer  than 
pupil,  5 -f  13 ; lower  jiharyngeals  with  many  small  teeth,  some  of  the  inner 
ones  much  elongate;  eye  slightly  shorter  than  snout,  about  equal  to  th^ 
interorbital  area;  scales  large,  their  exposed  edges  much  striated,  th 
strijB  ending  in  cilia ; scales  below  lateral  line  in  undulate,  subhorizonta 
series;  lateral  line  slightly  curved,  becoming  straight  above  anal;  sof 
portions  of  vertical  fins  densely  covered  with  scales;  soft  dorsal  and  ana 
with  a scaly  sheath  at  their  bases ; dorsal,  caudal  and  anal  rounded  behind ; 
ventrals  slightly  longer  than  jiectorals,  If  in  head.  Color  coppery-grayish, 
with  many  minute  brown  ^joints;  scales  of  back  and  sides  each  with  a 
dark  spot,  these  forming  very  distinct  dusky  stripes  along  the  series  of 
scales;  stripes  below  the  lateral  line  mostly  of  continuous  spots,  those 
above  broken  and  irregular ; upjier  part  of  head  and  fins  uniform  brown- 
ish, with  many  minute  points.  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico;  not  rare,  but  not 
seen  elsewhere;  our  specimen  from  Havana.  Its  strongly  marked  colora- 
tion is  a very  unusual  trait  in  this  family.  {Batabano,  the  type  locality.) 
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Johnius  batabanus,  PoEY,  Memorias,  ll,  184,  1860,  Batabano,  South  coast  of  Cuba;  POEY, 
Fauna  Puerto-Kiqueua,  327,  1881. 

Larimus  batabanus,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  43. 

Corvula  batabana,  Jordan  &.  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  380,  1889. 


579.  ELATTARCHUS,  .Iordan  & Evermann. 

Elattarchus,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List,  397,  1896  (archidium) . 

This  genus  is  verj"  close  to  Bairdiella  from  which  it  differs  in  the  presence 
of  slender  canines,  much  as  in  Odontoscion.  From  the  latter  genus  it  differs 
mainly  in  the  serrate  jn-eoiiercle,  which  has  a downward  directed  spine  at 
the  angle.  Second  anal  spine  very  small.  One  species  known.  {EXarroov, 
reduced;  dpxds,  anus,  from  the  small  anal  fin.) 

1813.  EL.ITTAIH'HUS  (.Iordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  3;  depth  3|.  I).  XI,  24;  A.  II,  8;  scales  9-50-7,  .52  pores.  Diameter 
of  eye  about  equal  to  length  of  snout,  or  to  interorbital  width,  and  4J 
times  in  length  of  head.  Length  of  maxillary  2^  in  head.  Gill  rakers  low 
and  slender,  6 -f  13  in  number.  Pseudobrauchiic  well  developed;  poste- 
rior nostril  a narrow  oblong  vertical  slit.  Head  and  body  rather  elon- 
gate, considerablj'^  compressed,  back  not  elevated,  the  snout  somewhat 
gibbous,  the  profile  depressed  above  the  eyes.  Mouth  very  large,  terminal, 
oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  posterior  margin  of  pupil; 
jaws  subequal,  premaxillaries  in  front  on  the  level  of  lower  e<lge  of  pupil; 
symphysis  of  lower  Jaw  with  an  oblong  knob,  which  projects  inward  and 
upward,  on  this  are  2 series  of  teeth,  3 in  each  series,  the  inner  pair 
being  canines  of  moderate  size,  larger  than  any  of  the  other  teeth,  but 
much  smaller  and  slenderer  than  the  canines  in  Cynoscion.  Both  jaws 
without  villiform  teeth,  upper  jaw  with  2 series  of  slender-pointed 
teeth,  the  outer  series  enlarged;  lower  jaw  laterally  with  a single  series 
of  teeth  similar  to  those  of  the  outer  series  of  upper  jaw,  but  larger;  those 
in  the  middle  of  the  jaw  largest.  Posterior  margin  of  preopercle  inclined 
downward  and  backward,  both  margins  convex  and  with  the  angle  broadly 
rounded.  Both  margins  with  weak,  distinct  serrations;  posterior  border 
with  2 or  3 stronger  teeth  next  the  angle  directed  backward,  the  angle 
with  1 robust  tlattish  spine  directed  more  or  less  vertically  downward. 
Spinous  dorsal  with  very  weak,  flexible  spines,  the  third  the  longest  and 
about  4 length  of  head;  soft  dorsal  moderate,  the  longest  ray  shorter 
than  the  dorsal  spines  but  more  than  ^ length  of  head ; caudal  fin  sub- 
truncate or  slightly  emarginate;  anal  fin  very  small,  posteriorly  inserted, 
its  base  but  little  oblique;  length  of  base  about  equal  to  length  of  snout; 
second  anal  spine  moderate,  shorter  than  the  first  soft  ray,  much  stronger 
than  the  dorsal  spines,  and  inflexible,  its  length  about  equal  to  snout  and 
I of  eye,  3 in  head;  distance  from  front  of  anal  to  middle  of  base  of 
caudal  slightly  more  than  i the  length  of  the  body ; distance  from  vent  to 
front  of  anal  about  equal  to  length  of  base  of  anal;  pectoral  short,  not 
reaching  tips  of  ventrals,  its  length  If  in  head;  ventrals  reaching  half- 
way to  front  of  anal,  not  nearly  to  vent ; membranes  of  soft  parts  of  ver- 
tical fins  with  series  of  scales  extending  more  than  halfway  to  the  tips. 
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Lateral  line  scarcely  arched,  becoming  straight  opposite  front  of  soft  dor- 
sal. Color  lustrous  bluish  gray  above,  silvery  below;  middle  of  sides 
with  indistinct  lengthwise  streaks  formed  by  clusters  of  dark  dots  in  the 
centers  of  the  scales ; snout  and  tips  of  lower  jaw  blackish ; a dark  blotch 
on  opercle  above;  sides  of  head  bright  silvery;  tins  light  straw-color; 
upper  half  of  pectorals  dusky ; spinous  dorsal  finely  speckled  with  black ; 
upper  half  of  axil  brown;  peritoneum  pale;  lining  of  opercle  black  above. 
Iris  bright  yellow,  dusky  above.  Length  7 inches.  Panama;  not  uncom- 
mon. The  species  has  the  very  small  anal  of  Odontoscion  and  the  spur-like 
preopercular  spine  of  Bairdiclla,  while  in  its  dentition  it  is  intermediate. 
{cxpxi^iov,  diminutive  of  dpx6<i,  anus  or  anal.) 

Odontoscion  archidmm,  Jordan  &■  Gilbert,  Ball.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881,  317,  Panama 
(Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert) ; Jordan  &,  Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1882,  111. 

Bairdiclla  archidiuin,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  386,  1889. 

580.  BAIRDIELLA,  Gill. 

(Mademoiselles.  ) 

Bairdiclla,  Gihh,  Cat.  Fish.  East  Coast  Xorth  America,  33,  1861  (argyrolenca=chrysttra) 
Xcctor,  Jordan  <fc  Evermann,  new  subgenus  (chrysoleuca) . 

This  genus  is  characterized  by  the  oblique  mouth,  little  cavernous 
skull,  few  rows  of  small  teeth,  slender  gill  rakers,  and  the  preopercle 
armed  with  a plectroid  spine.  It  is  certainly  a very  natural  group,  and 
worthy  of  recognition  as  a distinct  genus,  although  its  relationships  with 
Ophioscion  and  especially  with  SteUifer  are  very  close.  The  numerous 
species  are  all  American,  all  small  in  size  and  silvery  in  coloration,  and 
some  of  them  are  remarkable  for  the  great  size  of  the  second  anal  spine. 
In  others  this  spine  is  quite  small.  These  variations  among  species 
unquestionably  closely  allied  show  how  slight  is  the  systematic  value  to 
be  attached  to  the  size  of  this  spine.  (Named  for  Prof.  Silencer  Fullerton 
Baird,  for  many  years  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fi.sh  and  Fisheries, 
and  one  of  the  most  broad-minded  and  successful  workers  in  systematic 
zoology.) 

Bairdiella  ; 

a.  Teeth  of  the  lower  jsw  unequal,  chiefly  biserial ; the  inner  teeth  more  or  less  enlarged ; 
preorbital  narrow. 

b.  Second  anal  spine  moderate,  2^  in  head,  not  so  long  as  soft  rays,  not  reaching  tip 
of  last  ray  when  depressed.  Color  silvery,  punctate;  fins  yellow;  depth  3 
in  length.  D.  X-I,  22;  A.  II,  10.  CHRVSURA,  1811. 

bb.  Second  anal  spine  very  long,  f length  of  head,  reaching  beyond  tip  of  last  ray; 
base  of  anal  oblique,  forming  an  angle  with  ventral  outline, 

c.  Mouth  terminal,  very  oblique;  second  anal  spine  excessively  large.  If  in 
head,  longer  than  any  soft  ray.  Color  silvery;  depth  3^.  D.  X-I,  23. 

ensifera,  1815. 

cc.  Mouth  not  quite  terminal ; preorbital  narrow,  but  broader  than  \nensifera. 

d.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  28;  dorsal  spines  very  slender,  the  highest  li  in 
head;  pectorals  l^in  head;  second  anal  spine  very  long,  silvery, 
punctate,  a dark  axillary  spot ; de])th  3J  in  length,  icistia,  1816. 
dd.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  23;  dorsal  spines  stiff,  lower,  the  highest  2 in 
head;  second  anal  spine  18 ; pectorals  If.  Color  .soiled  silvery ; 
depth  3i.  RONCHCS,  1817. 
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Nector  inector,  one  that  connects;  Bairdella  with  Ophioscion) : 
aa.  Teetli  of  lower  jaw  in  a narrow  villiform  band  as  in  Ophioscion;  mouth  subinferior, 
little  oblique,  preorhital  broader,  gill  rakers  shorter;  pores  and  slits  on  snout 
more  conspicuous. 

e.  Snout  sharp;  head  slender,  narrow  above;  second  anal  spine  very  large,  If  in 
head;  pectoral  short,  1^  in  head.  Color  soiled  silvery.  D.  X-I,  21;  heads 
in  length.  armata,  1818. 

ee.  Snout  bluntish,  the  head  stout  and  broad  above;  second  anal  spine  shortish, 
2 in  head.  Color  dusky;  depth  about  3 in  length. 

/.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  18;  scales  large,  44  in  lateral  line;  pectoral  If  in  head. 

Color  dark  brownish,  dotted.  aluta,  1819. 

ff.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  21  or  22;  scales  moderate,  50  to  55;  pectoral  If  in  head; 
caudal  If;  preorbital  broad.  Color  soiled  l)rassy,  Avith  dark  streaks 
and  mottlings.  chrysoleuca,  1820. 

Subgenus  BAIRDIELLA. 

1814.  BAIRDIELL.4  CHRYSURA  (Lacepede). 

(Mademoiselle  ; Yelloav-tail.) 

Head  3 to  3i;  depth  3 to  3^;  eye  4^  in  head;  snout  4f.  I).  XI-I,  22;  A. 

II,  10 ; scales  8-52-12.  Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  back  a little  elevated, 
the  profile  depressed  over  the  eyes;  snout  prominent,  bluntish,  as  long  as 
eye;  lower  jaw  with  a single  series  of  close-set  teeth,  in  front  of  whicii  are 
a few  smaller  teeth  not  forming  a definite  series;  upper  jaw  with  an  outer 
series  of  small  curved  canines,  behind  which  is  a moderate  band  of  villi- 
form teeth,  becoming  wider  laterally.  Preopercle  serrate,  the  teeth  near 
the  angle  larger,  the  lowest  and  largest  directed  downw^ard;  gill  rakers 
slender,  rather  long,  8+16;  scales  on  head  cycloid;  base  of  anal  little 
oblique;  ventral  outline  rather  ri'gularly  rounded ; dorsal  spines  slender, 
the  highest  2f  in  head;  caudal  long,  double  truncate;  pectorals  about  as 
long  as  the  ventrals.  If  in  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  sealed  at  least 
their  height.  Second  anal  spine  moderate,  2f  in  head,  not  as  long  as  the 
soft  rays,  not  reaching  to  tip  of  last  raj'  when  depressed;  mouth  large, 
someAvhat  oblique,  the  premaxillary  on  the  level  of  lower  part  of  the  eye; 
maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye,  2f  in  head.  Color  greenish  above, 
silvery  below ; back  and  sides  more  or  h*ss  densely  punctate  w ith  dark 
dots  (especially  in  northern  specimens),  these  forming  narrow',  somewhat 
irregular  streaks  along  the  sides;  fins  plain,  mostly  yelloAv  in  life.  South 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  Gnitcd  States,  north  to  New  York;  very 
abundant  on  our  sandy  shores  from  Long  Island  to  Texas.  It  reaches  but 
a small  size,  hence,  although  an  excellent  ])an  fish,  it  has  no  great  eco- 
nomic value.  Unlike  most  of  the  other  species  of  the  genus,  its  serond 
anal  spine  is  little  enlarged.  {xpr)66^,  gold;  ovpd,  tail.) 

Perea  punctata,  Lixn.®:l’s,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  xii,  482, 1766,  in  part.  South  Carolina  (not  Perea 
punctatus  of  Ed.  x,  AA'hich  is  Bodiamis  fulvus  punctatus) . 

Dipterodon  chry stilus,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  in,  64,  1802,  South  Carolina;  after 
LINN.EUS. 

Bodianus  argyroleucus  et  exiguus,  IMitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  & Phil.  Soc.  New  York  1815, 
417  and  419,  pi.  6,  tig.  3,  New  York. 

Bodianus  pallidas,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  Sc  Phil.  Soc.,  i,  1815, 420,  New  York. 
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Homoprion  xanthurus,  Holbrook,  Icli.  S.  Car.,  Ed.  1, 170,  pi.  24, 1856  (not  Leiostomus  xan- 
thuims,  Lacepede)  . 

Homoprion  subtruncatus,  Gill,  Cat.  Fish.  E.  Coast  H.  S.,  33,  1861,  South  Carolina;  after 
Holbrook. 

Corvina  argyroleuca,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  105,  1830;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  ii,  299, 1860. 

Hairdiella  punctata,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1878,  377. 

Bairdiella  argyroleuca,  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1879, 113. 

Scicena punctata,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1882,  280;  Jordan  V Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  570, 1883. 

Scicena  chrysura,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  Pi.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1882,  606;  Jordan  &,  Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  933, 1883. 

Bairdiella  chrysura,  Goode,  Hist.  Aquat.  Anim.,  375,  pi.  126, 1884 ; Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann, 
1.  c.,  386, 1889. 


1816.  BAIRDIELLA  EVSIFERA  (Jordan  A Gilbert). 

Head  to  3^;  depth  3J  to  3^;  eye  3f  iu  head;  snout  5.  D.  X-I  22;  A. 
II,  8;  scales  8-49-9.  Body  compressed,  moderately  elongate,  the  hack 
little  elevated;  snout  short,  hlnntish,  not  protruding,  the  profile  nearly 
straight  and  not  very  steep  to  base  of  first  dorsal,  along  the  base  of  which 
it  is  nearly  horizontal,  thence  again  declining  along  base  of  vsoft  dorsal; 
A^entral  outline  nearly  straight  to  front  of  anal,  then  very  sharply  angu- 
lated,  the  base  of  the  anal  very  oblique ; caudal  peduncle  long  and  slender. 
Profile  depressed  above  head;  head  moderate,  compressed  with  vertical 
cheeks;  preorbital  very  narrow,  narrower  than  pupil;  snout  not  projecting 
so  far  as  premaxillaries;  premaxillaries  in  front  on  the  level  of  lower  part 
of  pupil ; maxillary  extending  to  opposite  middle  of  pupil ; mouth  very 
oblique,  the  jaws  nearly  eA'eu  in  front,  the  lower  A^ery  slightly  included, 
the  gap  2^  in  head.  Teeth  slender,  small,  those  in  ujiper  jaw  in  2 or  3 
series,  the  outer  series  enlarged;  most  of  the  teeth  depressible;  lower 
teeth  unequal,  chiefly  biserial,  the  inner  enlarged;  symphysis  of  lower 
jaw  with  a slight  inwardly  projecting  knob,  bearing  teeth  a little  larger 
than  the  others.  Chin  with  4 distinct  pores,  the  outer  pair  round.  Inter- 
orbital space  moderate,  slightly  couA^ex,  a little  broader  than  length  of 
snout,  4 in  head.  Eye  A^ery  large,  considerably  longer  than  snout.  Pre- 
opercle  with  strong  teeth,  which  grow  stronger  toward  the  angle,  the 
lowest  tooth  A’ery  strong  and  directed  downward  and  forAvard;  opercu- 
lar spines  blunt  and  tlattish;  gill  rakers  numerous,  long  and  slender,^ 
length  of  eye,  8-t-16  in  number;  scales  roughish,  extending  up  on  soft 
Iiortions  of  A^ertical  fins,  coA'ering  about  ^ of  the  soft  dorsal  and  more 
of  the  anal.  Lateral  line  not  strongly  curved,  becoming  straight  in 
front  of  anal.  First  dorsal  high,  its  spines  slenderer  than  in  B.  armata, 
stouter  than  in  B.  icistia,  the  second  spine  short,  slender,  very  stout,  4 
the  length  of  the  third,  Avhich  is  If  in  length  of  head.  Soft  dorsal  rather 
high,  its  longest  rays  a little  less  than  ^ head.  Caudal  subtruncate,  the 
middle  and  upper  rays  slightly  produced,  its  length  1^  in  head.  Distance 
from  front  of  anal  to  caudal  3f  in  length  of  body;  abdomen  extremely 
long,  its  length  4 greater  than  length  of  head ; posterior  outline  of  anal 
fin  concave,  its  second  spine  \-ery  long  and  strong,  scarcely  shorter 
than  soft  rays,  its  length  If  in  head,  its  distance  from  the  vent  f its 
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length;  ventrals  long,  If  in  length  of  head,  reaching  beyond  tips  of  pec- 
torals, l)iit  not  quite  to  vent;  pectorals  rather  short,  1|  in  head.  Color 
bluish  gray  above  and  on  sides,  silvery  below;  a dark,  ill-dehned  bluish- 
gray  blotch  on  upper  anterior  angle  of  opercle;  mouth  yellow  within, 
blackish  toward  tip  of  lower  jaw;  spinous  dorsal  translucent,  with  dark 
punctulations  and  a narrow  black  margin,  or  sometimes  largely  blackish; 
soft  dorsal  dusky  yellow;  caudal  and  anterior  3 rays  of  anal  brighter  yel- 
low; caudal  and  membrane  between  spine  and  first  soft  ray  of  anal  with 
black  punctulations;  posterior  anal  rays  white;  ventrals  immaculate; 
pectorals  with  upper  half  of  axil  and  membrane  of  upper  rays  internally 
brownish,  the  upper  rays  Avith  a slight  yellowish  tint  externally.  Length 
a foot.  Panama;  rather  common.  Of  all  the  American  Sciainoids  this 
species  has  the  largest  anal  spine  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  body. 
(ensis,  SAvord;  fero,  I bear.) 

IScicena  ensifera,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Coium.1881,  313,  Panama;  Punta 
Arenas.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert.) 

Corvinafulgens,  Yaillant,  Miss.  Sci  au  Mexique,  164. 1883,  Pacific  Coast  of  Mexico. 
Bairdiella  ensifera,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  387, 1889. 

1816.  BAIRDIELLA  ICISTIA  (Jordan  .fc  Gilbert). 

(CORBINETA.) 

Head  3^  to  3^;  depth  3i  to  3|.  D.  X-I,  28;  A.  II,  8;  scales  8-51-10. 
Body  elongate,  compressed,  the  back  a little  elcA'ated ; snout  A ery  short, 
compressed,  and  rather  blunt,  4 in  head;  mouth  moderately  Avide,  oblique; 
lower  jaw  someAvhat  included;  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  posterior 
margin  of  pupil,  2f  in  head;  upper  jaw  with  a narrow  band  of  villiform 
teeth  and  an  external  series  of  somewhat  larger  teeth;  lower  jaw  Avith 
1 or  2 series  of  teeth  smaller  than  the  enlarged  teeth  of  upper  jaw  and 
more  close-set;  in  front  this  series  broadens  into  a narroAA^  band.  Chin 
with  4 pores;  premaxillaries  on  the  level  of  lower  part  of  pupil,  project- 
ing beyond  snout.  luterorbital  region  slightly  depressed.  Gill  rakers 
long  and  strong,  about  6 -f  17  in  number.  Preopercle  Avith  its  lower  edge 
smooth,  the  posterior  edge  armed  with  distinct  spines,  the  3 spines  nearest 
the  angle  much  the  longest,  the  lowest  directed  Aertically  downward  and 
somewhat  forward.  Eye  large,  its  diameter  slightly  less  than  length  of 
snout  or  than  iterorbital  Avidth,  4f  in  length  of  head.  Scales  rather 
small;  series  of  small  scales  on  membrane  of  dorsal  and  anal;  lateral  line 
little  arched,  becoming  straight  opposite  interval  between  A ent  and  anal. 
Spinous  dorsal  high,  the  spines  all  very  slender,  Aveak,  and  flexible,  more 
slender  than  in  other  species  of  this  subgenus,  the  third  and  fourth  aliout 
equal,  much  longer  than  the  others,  the  upper  margin  of  the  fin  A-^ery 
oblique;  the  longest  spine  about  /,r  length  of  head,  much  longer  than 
the  soft  rays,  which  are  about  3^  in  head : second  anal  spine  exceed- 
ingly strong.  If  in  head,  about  f length  of  fourth  dorsal  spine,  and 
about  as  long  as  first  soft  ray  of  anal;  middle  rays  of  caudal  slightly 
produced.  If  in  head,  the  fin  subtruncate;  ventrals  long,  their  length 
more  than  f the  distance  from  their  base  to  origin  of  anal;  pectorals  not 
reaching  vertical  from  tips  of  ventrals,  about  equal  to  them  in  length.  If 
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in  head.  Color  grayish  silvery  above,  silvery  on  sides  and  below ; dorsal 
region  with  faint  streaks  produced  by  darker  centers  of  the  scales;  spi- 
nous dorsal  blackish,  darker  on  membrane  of  first  spine,  the  soft  portion  as 
well  as  the  caudal  yellowish  dusky ; ventrals  and  pectorals  pale,  each  with 
a faint  yellowish  blotch;  axil  of  pectoral  black  above;  anal  pale.  Pacific 
coast  of  Mexico;  rather  common  about  Mazatlan ; readily  distinguished 
from  other  8])ecies  by  the  weakness  of  its  dorsal  spines,  as  well  as  by  the 
large  number  of  the  soft  rays,  {eincb  to  yield;  iOrtov,  sail,  from  the  slen- 
derness of  its  species.) 

Scicena  icistia,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  356,  Mazatlan.  (Types, 
Nos.  28182,  28228,  28275,  28368,  29566,  29613,  29615,  29775,  29790.  Coll.  Gilbert.) 

Bairdiella  icistia,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  387, 1889. 

1817.  BAIRDIELL.t  ROXCHUS  (Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes). 

(Ronco;  Ground  Drummer.) 

Head  3) ; depth  3};  eye  4^  in  head.  D.  X-I,  23;  A.  II,  8;  scales  7-50-8. 
Body  oblong,  compressed,  scarcely  angular  in  outline;  profile  straight, 
rather  steep,  the  snout  short  and  rather  acute ; eye  as  long  as  snout ; mouth 
moderate,  nearly  horizontal;  premaxillary  on  level  of  lower  part  of  orbit; 
maxillary  reaching  lieyond  middle  of  eye,  2f  in  head;  teeth  as  in  Bairdiella 
icistia  ; preojiercle  strongly  serrate ; gill-rakers  9+18.  Dorsal  spines  rather 
stilf,  the  highest  2 in  head;  second  anal  spine  rather  strong,  curved.  If  in 
head,  as  long  as  first  soft  raj',  and  reaching  beyond  tips  of  other  rays.  Ven- 
trals slightly  longer  than  pectorals,  which  are  If  in  head ; caudal  truncate. 
Color  soiled  grayish  above,  silvery  below;  faint,  dark  streaks  along  the 
rows  of  scales ; spinous  dorsal  and  anterior  part  of  anal  densely  covered 
with  dark  dots.  Length  6 inches.  Atlantic  coasts  of  tropical  America, 
generally  common  in  the  West  Indies  and  along  the  coast  of  Brazil ; * a 
food-fish  of  some  importance,  but  small  in  size;  our  specimens  from 
Havana.  {Banco,  grunter  or  croaker,  the  Spanish  name  of  various  species 
of  Hccmulon,  Fo7nadasis,  Bairdiella,  etc.,  from  roncar,  to  snore,  or  to  make  a 
rough  or  raucous  noise.) 

Corvina  ronchus,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Pois8.,v,  107,  1830,  Maracaibo; 
Surinam;  GuNTHER,  Cat.  Fish.  Brit.  Mus.,  ii,  299,  1860;  Gunther,  Fishes  Central 
America,  387, 1869. 

Bairdiella  ronclms,  Poet,  Synopsis,  324,  1868. 

IScicena  ronchus,  Jordan,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886, 44. 

Bairdiella  ronchus,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  388, 1889. 

Subgenus  NECTOR,  Jordan  <fc  Evermann. 

1818.  BAIRDIELLA  ARMATA,  Gill. 

Head  3 to  3f ; depth  3 ; eye  4|  in  head ; snout  4.  D.  XI-I,  21 ; A.  II,  8 ; scales 
7-51-9.  Snout  sharp,  the  head  slender,  narrow  above,  the  iuterorbital 

*Many  specimens  from  Rio  J.aneiro  and  from  Havana  are  in  the  museum  at  Cambridge. 
There  is  considerable  individual  variation,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  specific  dift'erence 
between  Cuban  and  Brazilian  examples.  A number  of  specimens  in  poor  condition  are 
.also  in  the  mii.seum,  supimsed  to  liave  been  obtained  by  Captain  Perry  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Tliese  have  the  snout  longer,  the  eye  smaller,  and  the  fins  higher  than  usmal  in  ronchus, 
and  they  may  rei)resent  a different  species.  In  these  the  snout  is  4 in  head,  the  eye  4^, 
the  longest  dorsal  spines  IJ,  the  second  anal  spine  If.  D,  X-I,  24. 
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space  not  broader  than  eye;  anal  spine  very  long  and  strong,  If  in  bead  ; 
pectoral  fin  short,  If  in  head;  form  of  body  irregularly  rhomboidal,  the 
base  of  the  anal  fin  being  oblique;  profile  almost  straight  anteriorly;  eye 
moderate,  slightly  shorter  than  snout;  mouth  large,  inferior,  almost  hori- 
zontal, maxillary  reaching  beyond  pupil,  2f  in  head.  Mouth  inferior  or 
subinferior,  little  oblique;  preorbital  broader,  gill  rakers  shorter,  and 
pores  and  slits  on  snout  more  conspicuous  than  in  other  species.  Upper 
jaw  with  a band  of  villiform  teeth  and  an  outer  series  of  enlarged  teeth ; 
lower  teeth  in  a moderate  band,  the  inner  series  slightly  enlarged,  espe- 
cially in  young  examples;  gill  rakers  comparatively  short,  8 + 15;  dorsal 
spines  short  and  stout,  slightly  more  than  2 in  head;  caudal  rounded;  anal 
spine  If  in  head ; basal  half  of  the  soft  dorsal  and  anal  covered  with  scales. 
Color,  bluish  above,  silvery  below,  a rather  broad  area  from  snout  to  caudal 
covered  with  brownish  dots;  upper  fins  and  anterior  half  of  anal  with 
many  dots.*  Both  coasts  of  tropical  America  ; not  uncommon  on  the  Pacific 
coast  about  Panama,  and  equally  abundant  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  where 
it  seems  to  ascend  the  rivers,  {armatus,  armed.) 

Bairdiella  armata,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Kat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863, 164,  west  coast  Central  America; 

Jordan  &.  Eigenmann,  1.  e.,  388, 1889. 

Corvina  acutirostris,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitr.,  hi,  28,  pi.  4,  1875,  Panama. 

Corvina  armata,  Gl'NTHER,  Fishes  Central  America,  387  anti  428,  1869. 

Corvina  (Ifomoprion)  acutirostris,  Steindachner,  Zur  Fiscli-Fauna  ties  Magdalenen- 

Stromes,  9,  1878. 

1810.  B ilRDIELL  V .ILFT.i,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

Head  3f ; dei)th  3f ; D.  X-I,  18;  A.  II,  8;  scales  44,  5 in  a vertical  series 
from  front  of  dorsal  to  lateral  line.  Form  rather  elongate,  the  back 
a little  elevated  and  compressed;  caudal  ])eduncle  especially  long  and 
slender;  head  rather  broad  above  the  eyes,  somewhat  depressed,  so  that 
the  anterior  profile  is  a little  concave,  in  front  of  which  the  snout  is  rather 
abruptly  truncate;  interorbital  space  a little  broader  than  the  large  eye, 
the  diameter  of  which  is  about  equal  to  the  length  of  the  snout,  and  con- 
tained about  4 times  in  the  length  of  the  head.  Width  of  preorbital 
I diameter  of  eye.  Preoperclo  strongly  serrated,  the  3 lowest  serrae 
radiating,  the  lowest  and  largest  one  turned  downward  and  forward; 
lower  jaw  included,  considerably  shorter  than  up])er;  snout  scarcely  pro- 
jecting beyond  premaxillaries;  mouth  nearly  horizontal ; premaxillaries 
much  below  the  level  of  the  eye;  maxillary  extending  to  just  beyond 
middle  of  eye.  Teeth  in  both  jaws  in  narrow  villiform  bands,  the  outer 
teeth  in  the  upper  jaw  somewhat  enlarged,  those  in  the  lower  jaw  all 
small.  Sides  and  top  of  head  somewhat  cavernous,  the  surface  yielding 
to  the  touch.  Gill  rakers  shortish,  rather  slender,  about  as  long  as  pupil; 
pseudobranchiae  large.  Dorsal  fin  divided  nearly  to  base,  the  spines 
not  very  high,  rather  flexible,  the  longest  little  more  than  4 length  of 

* Bairdiella  armata  is  close  to  Bairdiella  ronchus,  and  the  character  of  the  dentition  of 
the  lower  jaw,  which  we  have  used  to  divide  Bairdiella  into  minor  groups,  becomes  here  of 
slightimportance.  We  liave  examined  specimensof  this  species  from  Panama,  Rio  Magda- 
lena, San  Matheo,  Camaru,  Cannarivieras,  Curu^a,  Bahia,  Pernambuco.  Maranhao,  and 
Itabapuana.  The  specimen  from  the  latter  locality  (10837,  M.  C.  Z.)  is  nearly  a foot  long, 
and  has  the  spines  a little  shorter  and  stouter  than  in  Panama  examples. 
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head,  second  spine^a  little  shorter  than  third  and  nearly  as  high;  second 
dorsal  rather  low;  second  anal  spine  strong,  about  I length  of  head, 
I height  of  the  soft  rays;  distance  from  front  of  anal  to  caudal  If  in 
length  of  body;  distance  from  vent  to  anal  a little  more  than  ^ length  of 
second  anal  spine ; caudal  tin  long,  double  truncate,  the  middle  rays  pro- 
duced, as  long  as  from  snout  to  edge  of  preopercle;  caudal  peduncle  (from 
end  of  anal)  Ij  in  head;  anal  ending  in  advance  of  end  of  dorsal,  its  first 
spine  in  advance  of  middle  of  soft  dorsal ; ventrals  long,  the  second  ray 
filamentous,  reaching  vent;  pectorals  rather  short,  as  long  as  caudal. 
Scales  large,  those  on  breast  not  much  smaller;  soft  ])arts  of  vertical  fins 
scaly  toward  the  base.  Lower  pharyugeals  narrow,  with  small,  slender, 
pointed  teeth,  those  of  the  series  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  bone  much 
enlarged,  also  very  slender.  Color  light  reddish  brown,  dingy  with  dark 
punctulations;  ground  color  a light  coppery  shade,  little  silvery;  each 
scale  with  many  dark  points  and  a smutty  edging;  the  general  hue  the 
same  above  and  below ; no  distinct  markings ; preorbital  of  a soiled  silvery ; 
fins  similarly  dusky,  the  caudal  yellowish,  the  anal  almost  black;  inside 
of  opercle  dusky. 

This  species  strongly  resembles  Bairdiella  clirysoleuca,  apparently  dif- 
fering only  in  the  larger  scales,  fewer  dorsal  rays,  longer  caudal  fin,  and 
larger  eyes.  The  2 characters  last  mentioned  may  be  due  to  youth,  the 
type  of  aluta  being  smaller  than  any  clirysoleuca  examined  by  ns.  The 
other  characters  are  possibly  results  of  extreme  variation,  and  the  2 
nominal  species  may  prove  to  be  identical.  Pacific  coast  of  Central 
America;  known  only  from  the  original  type,  7^  inches  long.  ( dXovr6<;, 
unwashed.) 

Scicena  aluta,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  ]ilus.  1881,  232,  La  Union,  San  Sal- 
vador. (Type,  No.  28129.  Coll.  Capt.  Henry  E.  Nichols.) 

Bairdiella  aluta,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  l.c.,  389,  1889. 

1820.  BIIIIDIELLA  CHRYSOLEUCA  (Gunther). 

Head  SJ;  ; depth  3;  eye  5 in  head;  snout  4.  D.  X-I,  21  or  22;  A.  II,  9; 
scales  6-50  to  55-13.  Back  somewhat  elevated,  the  form  of  the  body 
much  as  in  Opliioscion  scierus  and  related  species;  preorbital  broader  than 
in  other  species  of  Bairdiella,  4 width  of  eye;  pores  on  snout  more  con- 
spicuous than  in  other  species;  snout  bluntish;  interorbital  space  3f; 
head  thick,  somewhat  more  cavernous  than  in  related  forms;  mouth 
subinferior,  little  oblirpie;  premaxillary  entirely  below  level  of  eye;  max- 
illary 2?  in  head;  teeth  of  outer  series  of  upper  jaw  enlarged,  teeth  of 
lower  jaw  in  a narrow,  villiform  band;  lowest  serra'  on  preopercle 
smaller  and  less  turned  forward  than  in  the  other  species ; dorsal  spines 
rather  stout,  the  second  strong,  the  third  longest.  If  in  head;  second 
anal  spine  shorter  than  the  soft  rays,  2f  in  head,  the  form  and  size  of 
these  spines  very  variable;  gill  rakers  short  and  slender,  j? -j- 15,  the 
longest  not  as  long  as  pupil;  caudal  fin  double  truncate;  pectoral  If  in 
head;  caudal  If  in  head.  Color  soiled  brassy,  irregularly  mottled  with 
large  patches  of  shining  golden  brown;  faint  dark  stripes  along  the  rows 
of  scales  above,  those  below  lateral  line  nearly  horizontal,  those  above 


Jordan  a?id  Evermann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1439 


oblique.*  Panama,  apparently  rare ; quite  variable,  especially  in  the  arma- 
ture of  its  preopercle.  {xpvdo^,  gold;  Xevho^,  white.) 

Corvina  chrysoleuca,  Gunther,  Fish.  Central  America,  387  and  427,  pi.  67,  fig.  1,  1869, 
Panama. 

Scicena  chrysoleuca,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881,  316. 

Jiairdiella  chrysoleuca,  Jordan  &.  Eigenmann,  l.c.,  389,  1889. 


581.  STELLIFER  (Cuvier)  Oken. 


Les  Stelliferes,  Cuvier,  K^gne  Animal,  Ed.  l,  283,  1817  (stelUfer). 

Stellifcr  (Cuvier)  Oken,  Isis,  1182,  1817  {stelli/er). 

Stelliferus,  Stark,  Elements  Nat.  Hist.,  i,  459,  1828  {stellifer) . 

Homoprion,!  Holbrook.  Ichth.  S.  Carol.,  1st  ed.,  168,  1856  (lanceolata) . 

Zestis,  Gilbert,  new  suhgenus  (oscitans). 

Zestidium,  Gilbert,  new  subgenus  (illecebrosus) . 

Stellicarens,  Gilbert,  new  subgenus  (zestocarus) . 

This  genus  is  composed  of  small  species,  all  American,  allied  to  Bairdi- 
ella  and  Ophioscioir,  but  distinguished  by  the  remarkably  spongy  and 
cavernous  construction  of  the  bones  of  the  skull.  The  septa  are  reduced 
to  the  thinness  of  the  walls  of  honeycomb.  The  skull  is  also  very  broad 
and  much  depressed  between  the  eyes.  The  species  vary  considerably 
among  themselves  in  these  and  other  respects,  and  may  be  thrown  into 
4 subgenera,  distinguished  by  the  armature  of  the  preopercle.  (siella, 
star;  fero,  I bear,  from  the  radiated  appearance  of  the  spongy  suborbi- 
tals; “L’Etoile  que  ce  jioisson  porte  a Pceil,  m’a  engag6  a le  denommer'^ 
(Bloch). 

Zestis  (^eo-rd?,  soft-boiled)  : 

I.  Preopercle  with  two  strong  spines  only,  the  uppermost  directed  backward,  the  lower 

downward. 

a.  Jaws  subequal,  the  mouth  very  oblique,  large;  teeth  of  lower  jaw  unequal,  the  inner 
series  enlarged.  oscitans,  1821. 

aa.  Jaws  unequal,  the  lower  short  and  included;  mouth  less  oblique;  teeth  of  lower 
jaw  in  a villiform  band,  subequal. 

b.  Mouth  moderate,  the  maxillary  2J  in  head;  lower  spine  of  preopercle  directed 
downward  and  forward.  furthi,  1822. 

II.  Preopercle  serrate,  its  spinules  6 to  20. 

Zestidium  (diminutive  of  Zestis) : 

c.  Lowermost  spinule  of  preopercle  directed  downwards;  hody  robust. 

d.  Dorsal  rays  XIV,  20  or  21 ; pectorals  short,  1§  in  head ; gill  rakers  5+10;  col- 
oration dark.  illecebrosus,  1823. 

Stellifer  : 

cc.  Lowermost  spinule  of  preopercle  not  directed  downwards ; caudal  fin  pointed, 

e.  Mouth  large,  oblique,  the  maxillary  2 to  2|  in  length  of  head;  snout  very 
short,  little  projecting. 

/.  Preopercle  with  3 or  4 spines  next  the  angle,  divergent,  considerably 
larger  than  the  others. 


*This  species,  altliough  technically  a Jiairdiella,  shows  numerous  affinities  with  Ophio- 
scion  scierus  and  otlier  speeies  of  that  genus.  It  marks  the  transition  from  one  group  of 
Scimnoids  to  the  other,  from  those  related  to  Larimxis  to  those  allied  to  Scicena. 

tThe  generic  name  Homoprion  was  based  on  a species  each  of  Stellifer  and  Jiairdiella. 
It  was  restricted  by  Gill  to  the  former  group,  and  should  therefore  be  regarded  as  a synonym 
of  Stellifer, 
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g.  Pectoral  fin  long,  1|  in  head ; body  deep,  compressed:  head  short, 
deep,  more  compressed  than  in  related  species,  the  interor- 
hital  space  Jess  depressed,  its  width  31  in  head,  the  supra- 
ocular ridges  less  prominent.  D.  XI-I,  19.  stellifer,  1824. 
gg.  Pectoral  fin  short,  about  If  in  head;  interorbital  space  3 in 
head:  second  anal  spine  2f:  body  rather  slender;  snout  as 
long  as  eye,  4f  in  head;  mouth  moderate,  oblique,  the  max- 
illary not  quite  f length  of  head,  extending  just  past  pupil. 

D.  XI-I,  20  to  23.  LAXCEOLATUS,  1825. 

ff.  Preopercle  with  numerous  short,  straight  spinules,  which  decrease 
in  size  regularly  from  angle  upward;  mouth  terminal,  the  max- 
illary 2§  in  head;  head  extremely  spongy. pectorals  If  in  head. 
D.  XII-I,  23  or  24.  ericymba.  1826. 

te.  Mouth  small,  inferior,  nearly  horizontal,  the  maxillary  3 to  3i  in  head; 
snout  thick,  blunt,  and  protuberent:  eye  small,  5 to  6 in  head;  teeth 
on  preopercle  subequal;  preorhital  thick  and  swollen,  much  broader 
than  eye ; body  moderately  elongate.  D.  X-I.  19.  >ncROPS,  1827. 

Steixtcarexs  {Stella,  star;  carens,  lacking): 

III.  Preopercle  without  bony  serra,  or  with  a single  somewhat  flexible  point. 

D.  XII-19;  mouth  large,  oblique;  head  narrow,  very  spongy;  pec- 
torals If  in  head.  zestocarus,  1828. 


Subgenus  ZESTIS,  Gilbert. 

18*21.  STELLIFEK  08CITAXS  (Jordan  A:  Gilbert). 

Head  3f;  depth  3;  eye  in  head;  snout  D.  XI-I,  22;  A.  II,  8; 
scales  6-53-9,47  pores.  Body  oblong,  the  back  somewhat  elevated  : head 
very  wide  and  heavy,  almost  quadrate,  flat  above;  cheeks  nearly  vertical; 
cranium  above,  as  well  as  preorbital  and  preopercle,  cavernous,  yielding 
to  the  touch;  snout  heavy,  projecting  a little  beyond  premaxillaries, 
much  broader  than  long,  its  length  4 in  head;  interorbital  space  very 
broad  and  flat,  its  breadth  2f  times  in  length  of  head;  greatest  width  of 
head  j its  greatest  height;  eye  moderate,  its  diameter  equal  to  4 the 
interorbital  space  ; supraorbital  rim  slightly  elevated. 

Mouth  very  wide  and  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  included;  length  of  gape 
twice  in  length  of  head;  premaxillaries  anteriorly  on  the  level  of  the 
lower  part  of  pupil;  nlaxillary  reaching  well  beyond  the  posterior  margin 
of  the  orbit  ; chin  with  a small  but  .distinct  knob,  the  pores  around  it 
not  well  marked.  Teeth  small,  not  forming  villiform  bands,  in  2 rather 
irregular  series  in  each  jaw,  the  outer  teeth  in  upper  jaw  somewhat 
enlarged,  the  large  teeth  fewer  in  number  and  larger  than  in  S.  furtln. 
Gill  rakers  numerous,  very  fine  and  slender,  the  largest  about  f diameter 
of  orbit,  21  -f  27.  Pseudobranchi*  quite  small.  Preopercle  with  its  angle 
evenly  rounded,  the  upper  and  lower  limbs  nearly  equal,  the  membrana- 
ceous margin  minutely  serrulate;  above  the  angle  is  a short,  very  strong 
spine  directed  backwards,  and  at  the  angle  is  a similar  one  directed 
obliquely  downward  and  backward;  no  other  stilf  spines  on  the  preopercle. 
First  and  second  spines  of  the  dorsal  strong  and  inflexible,  second  spine 
about  ^ length  of  head;  third  spine  longest,  about  4 as  long  as  head, 
and  like  the  succeeding  spines  very  slender  and  flexible;  eleventh  and 
twelfth  spines  longer  and  stronger  than  the  tenth;  soft  dorsal  anteriorly 
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about  as  high  as  the  third  spine;  anal  short,  its  second  spine  long  and 
very  strong,  much  stronger  than  second  dorsal  spine  and  longer  than 
the  third,  its  length  rather  more  than  i the  length  of  the  head ; shorter 
than  soft  rays,  its  tip  not  reaching  when  depressed  to  end  of  soft  rays; 
distance  from  vent  to  second  anal  spine  considerably  less  than  length  of 
second  anal  spine;  caudal  rounded,  the  middle  rays  produced,  its  length 
a little  less  than  i-  that  of  head;  pectorals  broad,  reaching  almost  to 
vent,  about  equal  to  length  of  head;  ventrals  not  reaching  nearly  to 
vent;  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  fiiis  thickly  scaled  to  their  tips;  the 
spinous  dorsal  Avith  a thick  scaly  sheath  at  base,  each  spine  with  a series 
of  scales ; other  fins  more  or  less  scaly. 

Scales  large;  lateral  line  with  a wide  low  curve  anteriorly,  becoming 
straight  in  front  of  origin  of  anal;  tubes  of  lateral  line  branched  ante-, 
riorly.  Coloration  dusky  above,  pale  below,  with  some  silvery  luster ; middle 
of  sides  conspicuously  imnctulate;  upper  fins  all  brownish,  punctulate 
with  darker;  Acntrals,  anal,  and  pectoral  jiale;  the  anal  and  pectoral 
dusted  with  dark  points;  opercle  blackish  within;  peritoneum  dusky 
silvery.  Panama ; not  uncommon.  In  the  dentition  and  form  of  its  mouth 
it  differs  from  the  other  species,  approaching  the  genus  Bairdiella.  (oscitana, 
yawning.) 

Scicena  oscitana,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881,  312,  Bay  of  Panama 

(Coll.  C.  K.  Gilbert) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  376. 

Stelli/erus  oscita7is,  JORDAN  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  393, 1889. 

IS22.  STELUFER  FURTIII*  (Stoinclaclmer). 

Head  3|;  depth  2'^  to  3;  eye  4|  in  head.  D.  XI-I,  23;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
0-46-10.  I)ody  rather  short  and  deep,  the  back  elevated,  and  the  profile 
steep.  Mouth  moderate,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  behind  pupil,  24  in 
head;  lower  spine  of  preo])ercle  directed  downward  and  forward;  bones 
of  side  of  head  little  cavernous;  interorbital  width  more  than  ^liead; 
mouth  low,  little  oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  behind  pupil,  2^  in 
head;  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  of  lower  jaw  subequal,  in  a narrow  villi- 
form  band  ; gill  rakers  rather  short,  few ; snout  short,  thick,  and  blunt,  pro- 
truding beyond  the  jiremaxillaries  Avhich  are  on  the  level  of  the  eye; 
highest  dorsal  spine  1?  in  head;  second  anal  spine  small,  2^  in  head,  shorter 
than  soft  rays;  ventrals  2|  in  head ; pectorals  scarcely  shorter  than  head. 
Color  dull  silvery,  darker  above;  lower  fins  pale.  Panama;  not  rare. 
(Named  for  Ignatius  Fiirth,  Austrian  consul  at  Panama,  who  sent  a valu- 
able collection  of  fishes  to  Dr.  Steindachner  at  Vienna.) 

Gorvina  {TTomoprion)  filrthi,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitr.,  in,  26,  fig.  3,  187.'»,  Panama. 

(Coll.  Ignatius  Fiirtli.) 

Sdeena  furthi,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.U.  S.,  Fish  Comm.  1881,315. 

IStilliferus filrthi,  Jordan  <fe  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  393, 1889. 


* A closely  allied  species,  with  larger  mouth,  Stellifer  rastrifer,  Jordan,  is  common  on 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  may  be  found  in  Guiana. 
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Subgenus  ZESTIDIUM,  Gilbert. 

1823.  STELLIFEB  ILLECEBROSUS  *,  Gilbert. 

Head  3;  depth  2i^o;  ©3"®  to  5|  in  head;  snout  4 to  4:^.  D.  XIV, 
20  or  21 ; A.  II,  11 ; pectoral  19  or  20.  Body  compressed,  rather  deep,  both 
outlines  curved,  the  dorsal  more  than  the  ventral;  head  broad  and  de- 
pressed, hut  less  so  than  in  the  other  species  of  Stellifer,  the  iiiterorbital 
width  equaling  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  front  of  pupil,  in  head; 
greatest  width  of  head  l/'o  to  2i4i  in  its  length.  Upper  profile  de- 
pressed above  the  orbits,  the  snout  rather  bluntly  rounded,  overlapping 
the  premaxillaries  but  little;  mouth  large,  moderately  oblique,  the  gape 
curved;  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  middle  of  pupil,  or  slightly 
behind  this  point,  its  length,  measured  from  front  of  premaxillaries,  2f 
to  2f  in  head.  Teeth  in  lower  jaw  uniform  in  size,  in  a villiform  band 
of  moderate  width,  which  does  not  conspicuously  increase  toward  sym- 
physis; premaxillary  teeth  in  a similar  villiform  baud,  with  an  outer  row 
of  enlarged  canines,  which  decrease  in  size  toward  the  angle  of  the  mouth. 
Lips  thin,  but  somewhat  thicker  than  in  other  species  of  the  genus;  5 
large  pores  in  mandible,  and  5 in  snout  immediately  behind  premaxilla- 
ries, the  inner  pair  concealed  by  overhanging  lobes.  Back  of  these  are 
three  minute  pores.  Least  width  of  preorbital  ^ the  diameter  of  orbit. 
Vertical  limb  of  preopercle  with  8 or  9 rather  slender  spines,  increasing  in 
size  toward  the  angle,  usually  3 of  those  at  the  angle  enlarged  and 
radiating  regularly,  or  the  lowermost  may  be  directed  abruptly  down- 
ward; the  horizontal  limb  entire  or  provided  with  small  flexible  spines, 
loosely  attached  and  projecting  but  little  beyond  the  integument.  Gill 
rakers  short,  slender,  the  longest  nearly  i the  longitudinal  diameter  of 
eye,  5 or  6 above  angle  of  arch,  10  or  11  below.  Spinous  dorsal  high,  the 
first  two  spines  strong  and  rigid,  the  third  to  the  eleventh  weak  and  flexi- 
ble, the  twelfth  to  the  fourteenth  again  stronger  and  rigid ; second  spine 
nearly  f the  third,  which  is  the  longest,  1|  in  head;  the  fin  diminishing 
slowly  in  height  to  the  sixth  spine,  then  more  rapidly  to  the  eleventh, 
which  is  the  shortest;  twelfth  to  fourteenth  progressively  lengthen  and 
belonging  to  the  second  dorsal,  the  last  being  more  than  ^ the  length  of 
the  longest  ray;  second  anal  spine  long  and  slender,  about  f the  height 
of  the  longest  ray,  equaling  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  front  of  pupil; 
caudal  convex,  the  lower  lobe  slightly  longer  than  the  upper;  pectorals 
short  and  broad.  If  to  If  in  head,  the  upper  angle  rounded,  not  reaching 
as  far  back  as  the  ventrals,  which  equal  them  in  length ; axillary  scales  of 
ventrals  and  pectorals  very  little  developed.  Color  varying  from  uniform 
deep  bronze  purple  on  body  and  fins  to  brownish  gray  with  silvery  reflec- 
tions; lower  parts  of  head  and  body  somewhat  lighter;  tip  of  mandible 
white.  Eight  specimens,  the  lougest  8 inches,  were  taken  around  San 
Jose  Rock,  in  the  Bay  of  Panama.  This  species  is  related  most  nearly 
to  Stellifer  minor,  in  some  respects  intermediate  between  Stellifer  and 
Bairdiella.  In  this  species,  3 slender  interneurals  not  connected  with  dor- 

* Stellifer  minor  (Tscluuli),  a related  species  with  similar  opercular  armature,  is  a com- 
mon food  fish  of  Peru.  It  reaches  a larger  size  than  any  of  the  others. 
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sal  spines  lie  in  advance  of  the  neural  spine  of  the  second  vertebra;  4 
internenrals  giving  attachment  to  dorsal  spines  lie  crowded  between  the 
neural  spines  of  the  second  and  third  vertebne,  the  anterior  one  being 
very  broad;  3 internenrals  follow  interposed  between  the  third  and  fourth 
nenrals,  and  3 more  between  the  fourth  and  fifth.  (Gilbert.)  (illecebra, 
a spur.) 

Stellifer  ilUeehrosus,  Gilbert  MS.,  Fishes  of  Panama,  1898,  Panama.  (Coll.  Gilbert.) 

Subgenus  STELLIFER. 

1824.  STELLIFER  STELLIFER  (Bloch). 

Head  3^ ; depth  3^ ; eye  rather  large,  44  in  head ; snout  very  abort  and 
blunt,  4^;  D.  XI-I,  19;  A.  II,  8;  scales  48.  Mouth  large,  oblique,  the  max- 
illarj"  2 to  24  in  length  of  head;  reaching  posterior  border  of  eye;  snout 
very  short,  little  projecting;  preopercle  with  3 or  4 spines  next  the  angle, 
divergent,  considerably  larger  than  the  others;  lowermost  spinule  of  pre- 
opercle not  directed  downward;  pectoral  fin  long,  14  in  head;  body  deep, 
compressed;  head  short,  deep,  more  compressed  than  in  related  species, 
the  interorbital  space  less  depressed,  its  width  34  in  head,  the  supraocular 
ridges  less  prominent;  anterior  profile  evenly  convex;  the  premaxillary 
on  the  level  of  lower  part  of  eye;  preopercle  very  convex,  forming  an  arc 
of  a circle;  gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  jf-f-18,  the  longest  f eye;  dorsal 
spines  slender,  rather  low,  the  longest  If  in  head;  second  anal  spine  long 
and  rather  stout.  If  in  head;  caudal  fin  x^ointed.  Color  dull  silvery,  the 
fins  not  very  dark.  Coasts  of  Guiana  and  Brazil,  rather  common;  the 
specimens  above  descrilted  from  Bahia,  {stellifer,  star-bearing,  from  the 
radiated  suborbital.) 

Bodianus  stellifer,  Bloch,  Tchthyologia,  pi.  231,  1790,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Corvina  trispinosa,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes,  Ilist.  Nat.  Pois.s.,  v,  109,  1830,  Brazil ; 

Cayenne;  Steinuachner,  Scimnoiden  Brasiliens.  14,  1863. 

Bcicena  (Stelliferus)  stellifera,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  540  (notes  on  type  of 
trispinosa) . 

Stelliferus  stellifer,  Jordan  & Eiqen.mann,  1.  c.,  394. 


1825.  STELLIFER  LAVCEOLATUS  (Holbrook). 

Head  34;  depth  34;  eye  44;  snout  44.  D.  XI-I,  20  to  23;  A.  II,  7 or  8; 
scales  5-47  to  50-8.  Interorbital  width  3 in  head;  gill  rakers  13 -(-22, 
about  f length  of  eye ; pectoral  short,  about  If  in  head,  about  as  long  as 
ventral;  second  anal  sx)ine  24.  Body  rather  slender;  mouth  moderate, 
oblique,  the  maxillary  not  quite  half  length  of  head,  extending  just  past 
pupil;  premaxillary  in  front  on  level  of  lower  margin  of  pupil.  Teeth 
above  in  broad  bands,  the  outer  row  enlarged.  Scales  on  head  cycloid. 
Dorsal  spines  slender,  the  first  two  somewhat  stronger,  the  highest  about  2 
in  head ; caudal  long,  lanceolate,  14  in  head ; second  anal  spine  little  shorter 
than  highest  dorsal  spine;  first  ventral  ray  filiform.  Color  grayish  olive 
above,  silvery  below;  fins  all  nearly  uniform  dusky,  the  ventrals  margined 
with  white;  many  black  dots  along  the  sides;  base  of  anal  fin  and  inner 
lining  of  opercle  dusky.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Coast  of  the  United 
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States,  Charleston  to  Texas;  a small  fish,  rather  rare  on  onr  coast,  and 
from  rather  deep  water;  the  specimen  here  described  obtained  at  Charles- 
ton. (lanceolatus,  lanceolate,  from  the  form  of  the  caudal.) 

Homoprion  lanceolatus,  Holbrook,  Ichthyol.  S.  Carolina.  Ed.  1,  168,  pi.  23,  1856,  Port 
Royal  Sound,  Beaufort,  S.  C.;  GlKABD,  U.  S.  and  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  11,  1859. 
Scicena  lanceolata,  Guxtheb,  Cat.,  ii,  289,  I860;  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  931,  1883. 
SteUiferus  lanceolatus,  Goode.  Proc.  IJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1881, 113;  Jordan  Sc  Eigenmann,  1.  c., 
394,  1889. 

Scicena  stellifera,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  569,  1883. 

1826.  STELLIFEE  ERICT3IBA  (Jordan  <fc  Gilbert). 

Head  31;  depth  31;  eye  5 in  head;  snout  5;  D.  XII-I,  23  or  24;  A.  II,  7 
or  8;  scales  5-48-8.  Body  short  and  stout,  little  compressed,  the  back 
somewhat  elevated,  the  caudal  peduncle  slender;  profile  nearly  straight 
and  not  steep,  from  the  scarcely  truncate  snout  to  the  occiput,  where 
an  angle  is  formed,  the  rise  thence  to  the  base  of  the  dorsal  being  more 
steep ; head  very  broad,  with  very  cavernous  preopercle,  preorbital,  and 
cranium;  interorbital  space  broad,  flat,  its  least  width  equal  to  snout 
and  1 of  eye,  about  twice  diameter  of  small  eye,  21  in  length  of  head. 
Snout  very  short,  not  projecting  beyoud  premaxillaries;  supraocular 
ridges  prominent;  a cross  ridge  on  forehead  connecting  nostrils;  mouth 
terminal,  oblique,  smaller,  and  more  oblicpie  than  in  S.  fiirthi,  its  gape 
21  in  length  of  head;  premaxillaries  in  front  on  the  level  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  eye;  maxillary  reaching  to  opposite  posterior  border  of 
pupil;  front  of  premaxillaries  extending  farther  forward  than  tip  of  snout. 
Teeth  much  as  in  S.  furthi;  upper  jaw  with  an  external  series  of  small, 
slender  teeth,  behind  which  are  2 or  3 rows  of  smaller  teeth:  lower  jaw  with 
a narrow  villiform  band ; pores  of  chin  obscure;  symphyseal  knob  small. 
Edge  of  preopercle  with  several  (about  7)  rather  strong,  slender,  radiating 
teeth,  the  3 near  the  angle  largest,  none  of  them  directed  downward 
or  forward.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  11+18,  much  more  than  4 
diameter  of  eye;  pseudobranchiie  small.  Suprascapula  prominent,  with 
slender  teeth.  Scales  large,  rather  strongly  ctenoid;  lateral  line  very 
strongly  arched,  becoming  straight  just  in  front  of  insertion  of  anal. 
Vertical  fins  covered  with  small  scales.  Spinous  dorsal  low,  the  second 
spine  much  stouter  than  those  succeeding  , stiff ; other  spines  very  slender 
and  flexible;  second  spine  as  long  as  snout  and  4 of  eye;  third  spine  f 
length  of  head;  soft  dorsal  low,  rather  lower  than  the  spines.  Caudal  fin 
rhombic,  the  middle  rays  longest,  f length  of  head;  least  depth  of  caudal 
peduncle  | length  of  head;  anal  fin  small,  not  very  far  back,  its  last  rays 
well  in  front  of  last  of  dorsal;  distance  from  its  first  ray  to  front  of  caudal 
34^  in  total  length  of  fish  (to  base  of  caudal) ; its  distance  behind  the  vent 
about  equal  to  the  length  of  its  second  spine  which  is  2^""  in  head,  stout, 
but  shortish,  lower  than  the  soft  rays;  ventrals  moderate,  not  reaching 
vent,  coterminous  with  the  pectorals,  which  are  rather  long,  i length  of 
head.  Coloration  dark  brownish  above,  white  below;  everywhere  with 
dark  points;  upper  part  with  bright-bluish  reflections;  lower  parts  with 
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silvery  luster;  a dark  temporal  blotch;  lower  Jaw  black  within,  behind 
the  front  teeth;  fins  all  dark-brownish,  the  pectoral,  anal,  and  ventrals 
quite  black,  with  minute  dark  points;  tip  of  spinous  dorsal  black;  lining 
of  opercle  dusky;  peritoneum  silvery.  Baj’^  of  Panama,  rather  common^ 
Types  from  6 to  7 inches  in  length,  and  as  they  are  evidently  mature,  this 
species  is  probably  one  of  the  smallest  of  the  Scisenoid  fishes.  The  caver- 
nous structure  of  the  bones  of  the  head  reaches  in  this  sj^ecies  an  ex- 
treme. (Ericymha,  a genus  of  minnows  with  similar  cavernous  head; 
tpv,  very;  cavity.) 

Scicena  erieymba,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  XJ.  S.  Fish  Coium.  1881,  311,  Bay  of  Panama. 
(Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert.) 

Stelliferus  erieymba,  Jordan  &.  Eiqenmann,  1.  c.,  394,  1889. 

1827.  STELLIFEll  3IICR0PS*  (Stemdacliner). 

Head  3^;  depth  3|^;  eye  5 to  6;  snout  4.  D.  X-I,  19;  A.  II,  8;  scales  51. 
Body  moderately  elongate;  snout  thick,  blunt,  convex,  and  protuberant; 
head  above  less  cavernous  than  usual  in  the  genus,  more  so  below;  pre- 
opercle  (as  usual  in  this  genus)  forming  the  arc  of  a circle;  mouth  rather 
small,  inferior,  nearly  horizontal;  the  maxillary  3 in  head;  premaxillaries 
entirely  below  level  of  eye ; lower  jaw  cavernous ; gill  rakers  about  x -|-  16, 
about  4 diameter  of  eye;  no  pores  or  slits  at  end  of  snout;  interorbital 
space  2f  in  head;  dorsal  spines  low,  the  longest  If  in  head;  soft  dorsal 
high,  the  longest  ray  in  head;  second  anal  spine  rather  large,  If  in 
head;  pectoral  It;;  teeth  on  preopercle  subequal;  preorbital  thick  and 
swollen,  much  broader  than  eye.  Color  pale,  nearly  plain  ; faint  oblique 
streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales,  those  below  lateral  line  running  obliquely 
upward  and  backward ; scales  of  sides  with  many  brown  dots.  Length 
3f  inches.  Coast  of  Brazil  and  Guiana.  The  specimens  here  described 
(4581,  M.  C.  Z.)  collected  at  I’ara  by  Dr.  Steindachner.  ( piupoi  small ; 
eye.) 

Corvina  stellifera,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  299,  1860,  West  Indies  (not  Bodianus  etellifer, 
Bloch). 

Corvina  rnicrops,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Not.,  i,  6,  pi.  2,  fig.  1,  1864,  Guiana. 

Stelli/erus  microps,  Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  395,  1889. 

Subgenus  STELLICAREN S,  Gilbert. 

1828.  STELLIEEK  ZESTOCAUUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  3f  to  3-^  ; depth  2'f  to  2i^„';  ey©  to  3f  in  head;  snout  44.  I’ores  in 
lateral  line  47  to  50.  D.  XII,  19 ; A.  II,  10.  Body  comparatively  deep  and 
compressed,  with  narrow  head,  large  oblique  mouth,  the  greatest  width 
of  head  If  to  IJ  in  its  length.  Anterior  profile  rising  in  an  even  convex 
curve  to  front  of  dorsal,  depressed  A^ery  little  if  at  all  above  the  orbits; 
greatest  depth  under  front  of  spinous  dorsal;  length  of  caudal  peduncle 
measured  from  base  of  last  anal  ray  If  in  head;  from  last  dorsal  ray  If; 
least  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  2f  in  head ; head  extremely  soft,  the  bones 

*A  related  species,  Stellifer  /laso,  Jordan,  having  the  eye  large,  and  the  loAver  teeth  on 
preorbital  enlarged,  occurs  in  Brazil. 
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cavernous;  snout  bluntisli,  not  projecting  beyond  the  premaxillaries,  its 
length  4^  in  head;  lower  jaw  included,  the  tip  produced  into  a short  but 
distinct  symphyseal  knob;  mouth  large,  very  oblique,  the  maxillary 
(measured  from  front  of  snout)  equaling  length  of  snout  and  eye,  21  in 
head.  Teeth  in  narrow  villiform  bands  in  both  jaws,  widest  in  sides  of 
premaxillaries ; none  of  the  teeth  enlarged ; lips  thin ; mental  and  rostral 
pores  minute;  interorbital  space  transversely  convex,  24  to  2-12,, - in  head; 
supraorbital  ridges  prominent ; preopercle  with  a wide  membranous  bor- 
der which  is  strengthened  near  the  angle  with  diverging  ribs;  a single, 
rather  stiif  spine  directed  backward,  immediately  above  the  angle.  Gill 
rakers  numerous,  long  and  slender,  about  20  on  horizontal  limb  of  arch, 
the  longest  4 the  diameter  of  orbit.  Eye  large,  elliptical,  the  long  axis 
oblique,  equaling  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  front  of  pupil.  Fins 
high,  densely  scaled,  including  the  spinous  dorsal;  first  and  second  dorsal 
spines  rather  strong  and  stifi',  the  third  and  succeeding  spines  flexible ; 
third  spine  longest.  If  in  head;  the  ninth  spine  is  shortest,  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  longer,  belonging  to  the  soft  dorsal;  last  3 spines  stronger 
and  rigid ; second  anal  spine  long  and  rather  slender,  2f  to  2|  in  length 
of  head ; longest  anal  ray  If  to  If  in  head  ; anal  basis  long,  equaling  length 
of  snout  and  eye;  caudal  double  truncate,  almost  lanceolate,  the  middle 
rays  much  produced.  If  or  If  in  head ; pectorals  long,  reaching  beyond 
vent.  If  in  head;  ventrals  not  nearly  reaching  vent,  14  to  If  in  head. 
Scales  thin,  deciduous,  weakly  ctenoid;  head  completely  scaled.  Color 
nearly  uniform  grayish  silvery  above,  bright  silvery  below;  fins  slightly 
dusky;  mouth  and  gill  cavities  silvery  white,  a blackish  blotch  in  the 
region  of  the  pseudobranchife.  Seven  specimens  known,  all  from  Panama 
Bay,  the  longest  about  6 inches  long.  (Gilbert.)  (Cedrdc,  soft-boiled; 
napet,  head.) 

Stellifer  zestocariis,  Gii^ert  MS.,  Fishes  of  Panama,  1898,  Panama.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert.) 

582.  OPHIOSCION,  Gill. 

Ophioscion,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phil  a.  1863, 164  {typicus). 

Sigmurus,  Gilbert,  new  suhgenus  (vermietdans). 

This  genus  is  composed  of  small  species,  nearly  all  American,  allied  to 
ScUvna  {Sciojna  umbra  L.),  but  ditfering  in  the  armature  of  the  preopercle, 
its  bony  margin  being  at  all  ages  armed  with  strong  persistent  serrae, 
the  lowermost  teeth  not  directed  forward.  The  caudal  fin  in  this  group  is 
never  lunate;  the  soft  dorsal  and  anal  are  scaly;  teeth  in  bands;  gill 
rakers  rather  short,  (obzg,  snake;  dxiov,  Scitena.) 

OpHIOSCIOX  : 

I,  Caudal  fin  convex  or  double  truncate,  the  middle  rays  longest;  teeth  in  the  lower 
jaw  equal,  in  a villiform  hand. 

a.  Caudal  lanceolate,  as  long  as  head  in  adult ; soft  dorsal  rays  21  to  23. 

b.  Anterior  profile  of  head  not  concave;  caudal  moderate,  shorter  than  head. 
D.  X-I,  22  or  23 ; head  low,  subconic ; maxillary  3iin  head.  Colorsoiled 
brassy,  with  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales.  adustus,  1829. 
bb.  Anterior  profile  of  head  more  or  less  concave,  especially  in  old  examples; 
caudal  lanceolate,  as  long  as  head.  Color  grayish ; the  fins  largely  black. 
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c.  Eye  large,  3|  in  head;  snout  projecting  beyond  the  small  mouth,  the 
maxillary  2^  in  head ; preopercle  with  numerous  spines.  D.  X-I,  22. 

T\T>ICUS,  1830. 

cc.  Eye  small,  4 to  in  head;  snout  little  projecting;  mouth  Avider,  the 
maxillary  3^  in  head,  preopercle  with  4 to  6 spines. 

STRABO,  1831. 

aa.  Caudal  fin  irregularly  double  truncate,  much  shorter  than  the  head ; soft  dorsal 
with  24  to  20  rays. 

e.  Snout  much  projecting  beyond  the  premaxillaries;  head  blunt,  somewhat 
spongy;  body  rather  deep,  compressed;  the  hack  considerably  ele- 
A'ated.  Color  uniform  dull  brownish  without  dark  streaks. 

/.  Pectorals  1^  in  head;  maxillary  3^  in  head;  head  less  depressed, 
everywhere  rounded.  si3iui,us,  1832. 

ff.  Pectorals  almost  as  long  as  head;  maxillary  3 in  head;  head  low  and 
small.  IMICEPS,  1833. 

ee.  Snout  scarcely  projecting  beyond  the  premaxillaries ; head  not  very  slen- 
der; body  robust;  profile  steep;  hack  and  sides  with  conspicuous 
blackish  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales;  maxillary  3 in  head;  cau- 
dal 1^  in  head;  pectorals  IJ;  fins  dusky.  scierus,  1834. 

SiGMURUS  (crtyjOLa,  sigma;  hvpd,  tail)  : 

II.  Caudal  f-shaped,  the  acute  upper  angle  much  produced,  longer  than  median  rays. 
Teeth  in  lower  jaw  unequal,  a series  of  larger  ones  being  present  besides  those 
of  the  villiform  hand;  body  with  distinct  dark  streaks;  fins  dusky.  Second 
anal  spine  strong,  2 in  head.  D.  X-I,  25.  vermicularis,  1835. 


Subgenus  OPHIOSCION. 

1829.  OPHIOSCIOX  ADUSTIS  (Agassiz). 

Head  3f ; depth  3^.  D.  XI-I,  22;  A.  II,  7;  scales  .51  (pores);  eye  3f  in 
head;  snout  41;  maxillary  31;  preorhital  ahont  as  broad  as  eye.  Body 
comi)re88ed,  of  moderate  depth,  the  head  low,  snhconic,  acutish,  hut 
blunted  at  tip  of  snout.  Snout  rather  long,  projecting,  its  usual  x>ores 
and  slits  well  developed;  eye  rather  small;  mouth  small,  inferior,  hori- 
zontal, the  maxillary  reaching  to  opposite  posterior  edge  of  xiupil.  Lower 
teeth  equal,  in  a hroadish  band;  upper  teeth  with  the  outer  row  a little 
enlarged;  interorbital  width  3|^  in  head.  Preopercle  Avith  vertical  limb 
and  rounded  angle  with  about  8 rather  strong  teeth.  Gill  rakers  very 
short,  thicker  than  liigh.  Scales  regularly  placed,  those  below  lateral 
line  in  horizontal  series ; lateral  line  becoming  straight  before  anal.  Dor 
sal  spines  stout,  the  longest  If  in  head;  longest  soft  rays  3;  second 
anal  spine  short  and  very  stout,  2 in  head.  Pectoral  long.  If  in  head. 
Color  soiled  brassy,  a faint  small  dark  spot  on  each  scale  of  back  and 
sides,  these  forming  dusky  streaks  along  each  row  of  scales;  fins  all 
dark,  with  dark  points,  the  pectorals,  ventrals,  and  anal  darkest.  West 
Indies  to  coast  of  Brazil.  Here  described  from  Xo.  22417,  M.  C.  Z., 
7 inches  long,  collected  at  Pernambuco  by  Kev.  J.  C.  Fletcher.  Two  other 
specimens  examined  by  us,  one  from  Jeremie,  Hayti  (D.  X-I,  23 j,  and 
another  (1031,  M.  C.  Z.)  from  Fonteboa,  Brazil.  This  specimen,  with  its 
co-types  from  J^rdmie  and  Fonteboa,  was  referred  by  Jordan  & Eigen- 
mann  (Roa*.  Sciaen.,  403,  1889)  to  Scievua  adiista,  Agassiz.  This  determi- 
nation is  apparently  correct.  It  is,  however,  not  the  species  called  Scievna 
adusta  by  Eigeumann,  Ann.  N.  Y.  Ac.  1894,  631,  which  is  the  young  of 
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the  fresh-water  Lepipterus  bonariensis.  Agassiz’s  figure  of  Sciama  adusta 
shows  19  or  20  soft  dorsal  rays.  This  is  apparently  an  error  of  the  artist, 
while  the  description  which  gives  28  soft  dorsal  rays  is  a slip  or  misprint 
of  the  author.  Dr.  Carlos  Berg  (Ann.  Mus.  Xac.  Buenos  Aires  1895,  53) 
observes:  ^^The  number  of  rays  of  the  vertical  fins  is  somewhat  variable, 
as  is  also  the  intensity  of  the  oblique  dusky  streaks.  I observe  the  follow- 
ing-formula: D.  X-I,  23  toX-I,  26;  A.  II,  7 or  8.  Scales  51  to  60.”  {adusius, 
scorched  brown.) 

Scicena  (Corvina)  adusta,  Agassiz,  Spix.  Brasil.,  12G,  pi.  70, 1829,  Montevideo. 

Scicena  adusta,  .Jordan  & Eigenmann,  Eevicw  Sciainidic,  403,  1889;  Berg,  Ann.  Mus. 

Ifac.  Buenos  Aires  1895, 53. 

1830.  OPHIOSClOX  TYPICUS,  Gill. 

Head  3^;  depth  3|^;  eye  3f  in  head;  snout  3f.  D.  X-I,  22;  A.  II.  7; 
scales  5-50-7.  Anterior  profile  more  or  less  concave,  especially  in  old 
examples,  the  head  being  very  low  and  slender;  caudal  fin  lanceolate, 
almost  as  long  as  head ; snout  short  and  liluntish,  projecting  a little  beyond 
the  premaxillaries,  about  as  long  as  eye;  mouth  small,  low,  maxillary 
extending  to  below  middle  of  eye,  2f  in  head;  teeth  in  both  jaws  in  mod- 
erate bands,  the  outer  series  of  the  upper  jaw  enlarged;  highest  dorsal 
spine  in  head;  anal  spine  very  thick,  strong,  as  long  as  the  rays.  If  in 
head ; pectorals  about  as  long  as  ventrals ; first  ventral  ray  filiform.  Color, 
grayish;  anal  and  ventral  fins  largely  black.  Panama,  not  uncommon. 
In  its  slender  head  and  lanceolate  caudal  fin  it  would  seem  to  differ  widely 
from  most  of  the  related  forms.  Its  relations  with  0.  scierus  are,  however, 
close,  and  0.  imiceps  is  evidently  intermediate,  {typicus,  typical.) 
Ophioscion  typicus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  PMla.  1863,  165,  west  coast  Central 

America. 

Corvina  ophioscion,  Guxther,  Fish.  Central  America,  387  and  428,  1866,  Panama. 

Scicena  ophioscion,  Jord.an'  A Gilbert,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881,  315. 

Scicena  typica*,  Jordax  & Eigenlwaxx,  1.  c.,  404, 1889. 

1831.  OPHIOSCIOY  STRABO,  Gilbert. 

HeadSf;  depth  3^.  D.  X-I,  22  or  23 ; A.  11,6;  eye  4 to  44  in  head;  snout 
34;  maxillary  3^  to  3|;  highest  dorsal  siiiue  If  to  If;  dorsal  ray  2^;  anal 
ray  14;  caudal  3f  in  length;  pectorals  If;  ventrals  5;  scales  5 or  6-49-10. 
Closely  allied  to  0.  iiipicus,  having  the  same  general  shape  and  the  elon- 
gated caudal,  which  is  longer  than  head.  It  differs  couspiciionsly  in  its 
much  smaller  eye,  its  heavier,  shorter  snout,  Avhich  barely  protrudes 
beyond  the  month,  and  its  longer,  less  numerous,  preoiiercular  spines. 
Snout  bluntly  rounded,  little  projecting,  the  mouth  short  and  broad  com- 
pared with  O.  typicus.  Anterior  upper  profile  very  concave,  rising  rapidly 
from  occiput  to  dorsal,  growing  sharply  compressed.  Mouth  moderately 
oblique,  subterminal,  the  snout  protruding  beyond  the  premaxillaries  for 
a distance  (measured  axially)  equaling  4 diameter  of  pupil;  maxillary 


*The  undesirability  of  shell  words  as  '"typicus”  as  specific  names  is  very  evident  in 
this  case.  In  following  the  law  of  priority  in  referring  the  species  to  Scicena,  the  species 
has  possessed  a name  which  is  self-contradictory,  as  this  is  one  of  the  species  most  unlike 
the  real  type  of  Scicena.  If  Ophioscion  is  recognized,  this  solecism  is  not  evident. 
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reachiug  slightly  beliiud  front  of  orbit.  Mandibular  teeth  of  enual  size, 
in  a wide  villiform  band;  i^remaxillary  baud  similar,  preceded  by  an  outer 
row  of  short  slender  canines;  preorbital  rather  narrow,  half  interorbital 
width;  eyes  small,  obli(iuely  set;  iuterorbital  space  transversely  convex, 
its  Avidth  3f  in  head;  a low  superciliary  ridge;  i)reopercnlar  margin  Avith 
a few  (1  to  6)  slender  ueedle-liko  spines,  the  3 longer  ones  Avide  spaced, 
evenly  radiating  about  the  angle;  margin  of  lower  limb  furnished  Avith 
5 or  6 minute  spinous  teeth,  compressed,  triangular,  and  flexible;  gill 
rakers  short,  slender,  and  about  ^ diameter  of  pupil,  6 or  7 above  angle, 
12  beloAV ; first  2 and  last  2 dorsal  spines  rather  strong  and  rigid,  the 
others  exceedingly  slender  and  flexible;  third  spine  the  longest,  reaching 
beyond  base  of  tenth  spine  Avhen  depressed,  1§  to  If  in  length  of  head; 
tenth  spine  shortest,  the  eleventh  longer,  representing  the  first  ray  of  second 
dorsal;  distance  from  last  dorsal  ray  to  base  of  middle  caudal  ray  equals 
length  of  snout  and  ^ of  eye;  second  anal  spine  long  and  slender,  \ 
or  slightly  more  than  i length  of  head,  f or  i the  longest  anal  ray;  anal 
basis  but  little  more  oblique  than  the  rest  of  the  abdominal  profile ; distance 
from  base  of  last  anal  ray  to  base  of  middle  caudal  ray  slightly  exceeds 
distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  preopercular  margin;  eaudal  lanceolate,  the 
middle  rays  much  produced,  equaling  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  axil  of 
pectorals;  pectorals  short,  scarcely  reaching  tips  of  ventrals,  the  latter 
not  to  vent;  outer  ventral  ray  slightly  produced  beyond  the  rest.  Scales 
smaller  than  in  O.  typicus,  5 or  6 in  the  vertical  series  betAveen  lateral  line 
and  back;  arch  of  lateral  line  ending  oA^er  the  anterior  portion  of  anal 
<iu;  head  almost  entirely  scaled,  including  mandible,  branchiostegal  rays, 
preorbital,  and  top  of  head  foi’Avard  to  near  extreme  tip  of  snout ; on  snout, 
preorbital,  and  mandibles,  the  scales  are  cycloid.  Color  in  spirits,  nearly 
uniform  light  brown,  lighter  below  and  Avith  some  silvery  luster;  fins  all 
dusky,  the  anal  and  ventrals  black,  the  outer  A^entral  ray  Avhite;  opercular 
lining  dusky.  Six  specimens,  the  longest  5 inches  long,  from  San  Juan 
Lagoon,  south  of  Guaymas,  Mexico.  (Gilbert.)  (strabo,  a bliukard,  from 
the  small  obli(iue  eyes.) 

Ophioscion  strabo,  Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Xat.  Mas.  1896  (1897),  444,  San  Juan  Lagoon, 
south  of  Guaymas,  Mexico.  (Type,  No.  47742,  U.  S.  N.  M.  Coll.  C.  II.  Gilbert.) 

1832.  OPIllOSCTOX  SIMULUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  3=1;  depth  3;^;  eye  4?  in  head.  1).  XI,  26;  A.  II,  7;  P.  18  or  19; 
pores  in  lateral  line  50;  and  smaller  scales  coA^eriug  base  of  caudal  fin. 
Body  more  elongate  and  less  compressed  than  in  other  species,  the  head 
especially  characterized  by  rounded  outlines;  preorbitals  turgid;  snout 
blunt,  scarcely  at  all  compressed,  evenly  rounded  in  all  directions ; top  of 
head  everyAvhere  transversely  coiwex,  not  at  all  depressed  over  the  orbits ; 
a scarcely  noticeable  depression  at  occiput,  with  the  exception  of  which 
the  profile  rises  sloAvly  and  evenly  to  the  front  of  the  dorsal  fin ; predorsal 
region  transversely  eA^enly  conA^ex,  not  compressed  to  a ridge  except  imme- 
diately in  front  of  first  dorsal  spine ; dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  about 
o<iually  curved,  the  base  of  anal  fin  but  littlo  more  oblique  than  the  normal 
contour  at  that  point.  Mouth  Avide,  broadly  U-shaped  as  seen  from  below, 
3030 14 
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overpassed  by  the  bluntly  rounded  snout  for  a distance  (taken  axially) 
equal  to  ^ diameter  of  pupil;  cleft  of  the  moutb  moderately  oblique,  the 
maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  middle  of  pupil;  length  of  maxillary 
(measured  from  front  of  premaxillaries)  3^  in  head ; mandible  with  a broad 
band  of  villiform  teeth  of  uniform  size;  premaxillaries  with  a similar 
broad  villiform  band,  preceded  by  an  outer  series  of  small  canines,  close- 
set,  smaller  in  size  than  in  related  species ; preorbital  of  moderate  width, 
swollen  and  turgid  as  in  Fachiiurus,  its  Avidth  6^  in  head;  posterior  nostril 
large,  circular,  without  trace  of  raised  membranous  edge;  auterior  nos- 
tril A'ertically  elliptical,  small,  and  Avith  raised  margin;  preopercular 
margin  Avith  14  to  16  spinous  teeth  (in  the  type  specimen),  the  upper  ones 
minute,  increasing  in  size  toward  preopercular  angle,  around  AAdiich  they 
eA^enly  radiate,  none  conspicuously  enlarged,  and  the  loAvermost  not 
directed  abruptly  downward.  Gill  rakers  short,  the  longest  about  equal- 
ing diameter  of  posterior  nostril,  7 movable  ones  on  upper  limb  of  arch, 
13  below.  First  dorsal  high,  of  A'ery  slender  flexible  spines,  except  the 
first  two ; second  spine  strong  and  rigid,  as  long  as  the  fourth,  contained 
If  times  in  the  head;  third  spine  the  longest,  reaching  Avhen  declined  to 
base  of  first  ray  of  second  dorsal,  its  length  If  in  head ; from  the  third, 
the  spines  decrease  rapidly,  so  that  the  distal  margin  of  the  fin  is  sub- 
vertical;  the  tenth  spine  shortest,  its  membrane  reaching  base  only  of  the 
eleventh,  Avhich  belongs  to  second  dorsal  and  is  f diameter  of  the  eye;  sec- 
ond dorsal  high,  the  longest  ray  equaling  length  of  snout  and  eye;  caudal 
sublaueeolate,  mutilated  so  that  its  exact  shape  can  not  be  ascertained; 
middle  rays  considerably  longer  than  the  outer,  and  at  least  f length  of 
head ; second  anal  spine  long  and  strong,  its  length  If  in  head,  slightly 
greater  than  that  of  first  soft  ray  AA'hich,  howoAxr,  projects  beyond  it; 
outer  A'eutral  ray  produced  in  a A'ery  short  filament,  about  f diameter 
of  eye;  A’entral  spine  2]  in  head,  the  longest  ray,  exclusiA’^e  of  filament, 
If  in  head,  reaching  f distance  from  their  base  to  vent;  pectorals  If 
in  head,  reaching  a vertical  from  tips  of  A^entrals.  Lips,  branchioste- 
gals,  gular  membranes,  and  under  side  of  snout  naked,  head  and  body 
other Avise  scaled;  scales  on  mandible  and  those  in  advance  of  nostrils 
cycloid  or  those  on  toj)  of  snout  A^ery  weakly  ctenoid,  scales  otherwise 
strongly  ctenoid;  second  dorsal  and  anal  with  a definite  low  scaly  sheath 
at  base  consisting  of  a single  series  of  small  scales,  and,  in  addition,  series 
of  scales  on  the  membranes  extending  f distance  to  tip.  Caudal  scaled  to 
tip ; lateral  line  with  a long  low  curve,  the  height  of  which  equals  f diame- 
ter of  orbit.  Color  steel  gray  above,  Avithout  dark  streaks,  white  below, 
the  cheeks  and  loAA^er  portion  of  sides  with  much  brown  specking,  some- 
times confined  to  the  margins  of  the  scales;  mouth  white  within;  lining 
of  opercles  blackish ; fins  dusky,  the  distal  part  of  ventrals  black,  the  outer 
ray  white ; anal  with  the  anterior  rays  tipped  with  black.  A single  speci- 
men, about  8 inches  long.  Panama.  This  species  is  closely  related  to 
0.  scierus,  but  differs  in  the  longer,  less  compressed  body,  the  plain  colora- 
tion, the  turgid  preorbitals,  less  arched  lateral  line,  and  smaller  teeth. 
(Gilbert.)  (A diminutive  of  simus,  snub-nosed.) 

Ophioscion  simulus,  Gilbert  MS.,  Fishes  of  Pauama  1898,  Panama  (Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert.) 
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1S83.  OPHIOSCIOX  IMICEPS  (Jordan  Gilbert). 

Head  3f ; depth  3.  D.  XI-I,  25;  A.  II,  8;  scales  5-51-9;  eye  longer  than 
snout,  in  head.  Body  deep  and  compressed,  the  hack  considerably  ele- 
vated, the  caudal  peduncle  short  and  deeji;  head  very  small,  narrow,  and 
low;  the  snout  bluntly  pointed,  the  profile  from  the  nostrils  to  the  inter- 
orbital region  not  steep,  thence  rising  steeply  with  a considerable  curve 
to  the  base  of  the  dorsal;  depth  of  the  head  at  the  middle  of  the  eye 
equal  to  the  length  of  the  snout  and  eye,  and  about  equal  fo  the  greatest 
thickness  of  the  head;  interorldtal  space  narrow,  little  convex,  little 
wider  than  eye,  4 in  head,  about  equal  to  length  of  snout;  preorbital 
wide,  gibbous;  i)reopercle  somewhat  cavernous;  mouth  small,  inferior, 
horizontal,  the  lower  jaw  much  overlapped  by  the  snout,  its  tip  extend- 
ing little  forward  of  the  nostrils;  maxillary  extending  to  opposite  middle 
of  eye;  i^remaxillary  in  front,  far  below  level  of  lower  edge  of  eye; 
length  of  gape  3f  in  head;  teeth  very  small,  in  narrow  villiform  bauds 
in  both  jaws,  the  outer  row  in  the  upper  jaw  enlarged.  Preopercle  armed 
with  strong  radiating  teeth,  about  3 near  the  angle  larger  than  the 
others,  none  of  them  directed  downward.  Chin  with  2 large  pores, 
preceded  by  2 smaller  ones,  and  without  symphyseal  knob.  Pseudo- 
branchia*  small.  Gill  rakers  (as  in  Opliioscion  typicus)  minute,  slender, 
not  longer  than  nostril.  Scales  roughish;  lateral  line  strongly  curved, 
becoming  straight  opposite  middle  of  anal  fin.  Spinous  dorsal  rather 
high,  the  spines  not  very  slender,  the  second  spine  a little  stronger  than 
the  others,  24  in  head,  the  highest  8j)ine  If  in  head,  considerably  higher 
than  the  soft  rays;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  scaled  a little  more  than  half- 
way nj).  Caudal  double  truncate,  the  middle  rays  moderately  produced,  the 
upper  angle  acute,  the  lower  rounded;  middle  rays  of  caudal  If  in  head; 
anal  inserted  nearly  under  the  middle  of  the  soft  dorsal,  the  distance  from 
the  first  ray  to  base  of  caudal  3f  in  length  of  body;  second  anal  spine 
shortish,  but  rather  strong,  somewhat  shorter  than  the  first  soft  ray,  its 
length  considerably  greater  than  its  distance  from  the  vent  and  equal  to 
^ the  length  of  the  head;  ventrals  small,  reaching  about  halfway  to 
anal,  not  to  tiji  of  pectorals,  which  are  long,  scarcely  shorter  than  head. 
Color  dull  brown  above;  belly  white,  but  not  silvery;  upper  fins  brown, 
the  spinous  dorsal  dusky  at  tip ; anal  dusky,  thickly  studded  with  dark 
points;  ventrals  and  pectorals  dusky;  a faint  band  of  dark  points  from 
base  of  pectoral  straight  to  caudal,  bounding  the  dark  color  of  the  upper 
parts;  peritoneum  white ; lining  of  opercles  partly  black.  Three  speci- 
mens of  this  species,  each  6f  inches  in  length,  were  taken  in  the  Bay  of 
Panama.  It  resembles  the  species  of  Siellifer,  and  it  has  real  affinities 
with  that  group.  The  head  is,  however,  different,  being  low  and  narrow, 
and  little  cavernous,  while  the  gill  rakers  are  very  short,  as  in  the  other 
species  referred  to  Opliioscion.  {imus,  lowest;  cejys,  head.) 

Seicenn  irniceps,  Jordan  A:  Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Corani.  1881,  309,  Bay  of  Panama 
(Types,  Xos.  29432,  29481,  29489.  Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert) ; Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  404. 
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1834.  OPHIOSCIOX  SCIERUS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  3|  (4  iu  total);  depth  3 to  3^;  eye  in  head.  D.  X-I,  24;  A.  II 
7 ; scales  6-50  to  55-12.  Body  ohlong,  the  caudal  peduncle  slender,  the 
Itack  moderately  elevated;  snout  rather  acute,  projecting  moderately 
beyond  the  premaxillaries,  its  length  3|  in  head ; anterior  profile  slightly 
concave  above  eye,  thence  from  nape  to  dorsal  steep  and  rather  strongly 
convex;  mouth  of  moderate  size,  little  oblique,  subinferior,  the  maxillary 
extending  to  rather  beyond  the  posterior  margin  of  pupil,  its  length  34 
in  head.  Teeth  in  the  lower  jaw  iu  a rather  broad  villiform  baud,  the 
outer  teeth  not  enlarged,  similar  to  the  inner  teeth;  outer  teeth  of  upper 
jaw  moderately  enlarged.  Interorbital  space  rather  narrow,  gently  con- 
vex, its  width  5^  in  head.  Chanium  not  si^ongy  to  the  touch ; i)reopercle 
rather  coarsely  serrate,  the  teeth  near  the  angle  largest,  none  of  them 
directed  forward.  Gill  rakers  thickish,  extremely  short  and  small,  the 
longest  not  longer  than  nostril.  Scales  rather  small,  the  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  Avell  scaled.  Dorsal  spines  rather  slender  and  low,  the  second  much 
stouter  than  the  third,  which  is  longest,  2 in  head;  longest  soft  ray  of 
dor.sal  24  in  head;  caudal  fin  irregularly  double  truncate,  the  median 
rays  longest,  If  in  head,  the  upper  angle  not  produced;  longest  soft 
rays  of  anal  about  4 head;  second  anal  spine  robust,  rather  long.  If  iu 
head;  pectorals  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals,  14  in  head;  ventrals  If. 
Color  steel  gray  above,  dull  silvery  below,  everywhere  much  soiled  with 
dark  brown  points;  center  of  each  scale  dark  brown;  these  dark  spots 
confluent  in  narrow  but  distinct  dark  stripes,  which  follow  the  direction 
of  the  rows  of  scales;  streaks  above  lateral  line  anteriorly  running  ob- 
liquely upward  and  backward;  below  lateral  line  horizontal  posteriorly 
and  somewhat  undulating;  fins  plain;  the  edge  of  the  spinous  dorsal  and 
the  whole  of  the  anal  and  ventrals  blackish ; other  fins  paler.  Pacific  coast 
of  tropical  America  from  Mazatlan  to  Panama ; one  of  the  most  abundant 
of  the  Sciaiuoid  fishes  on  tlie  west  coast  of  Mexico.  Here  described  from 
No.  29490,  9 inches  long,  from  Panama.  {duiEpoc,  dusky.) 

Scicena  vermicularis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1881,  315  (not  Corvina 
vermicularis,  Gunther). 

Scicena  sciera,  Jordan  &■  Gilbert,  Proc.  V.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1884,  480,  Mazatlan;  Panama 
(Types,  Nos.  28385,  29229,  29269,  29275,  29337,  29638,  29490,  29499.  Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert) : 
Jordan  &.  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  404,  1889. 


Subgenus  SIGMURUS,  Gilbert. 

1835.  OPHIOSCIOX  VEEtllCULAKIS  (Giinther). 

Head3f;  depth  3.  D.  X-I,  27;  A.  II,  8;  orbit  5 in  head;  snout  3f;  max- 
illary 3;  highest  dorsal  spine  If;  dorsal  ray  4;  second  anal  spine  2f; 
length  of  caudal  fin  If;  ventrals  If  ; pectorals  14.  Body  robust,  deep ; the 
back  considerably  elevated;  ventral  outline  rounded.  Head  somewhat 
compre.ssed;  profile  steep,  a little  concave  over  the  head;  mouth  oblique; 
premaxillaries  below  level  of  the  eye;  maxillary  reaching  to  the  vertical 
from  middle  of  pupil;  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  on  jaws  unequal,  an 
outside  series  of  larger  ones  being  present,  besides  those  of  the  villiform 
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baud;  snout  obtuse,  longer  than  the  eye,  projecting  a little  beyond  tbe 
premaxillaries;  slits  and  pores  on  snout  large;  anterior  nostril  with  a 
dermal  flap;  interorbital  space  about 4 in  bead;  preorbital  broad,  about  7 
in  head;  preopercle  with  wide-set  spinous  teeth  on  posterior  margin;  gill 
rakers  6 -f  11,  short,  some  of  them  rudimentary;  pseudobranchim  well 
developed.  Dorsal  spines  not  very  strong,  the  third  longest,  reaching, 
when  depressed,  beyond  tip  of  the  eighth;  soft  dorsal  lower  than  spinous, 
the  fin  with  a scaly  sheath  at  its  base,  its  membranes  covered  with  small 
scales;  base  of  anal  3 in  head,  the  third  spine  very  strong,  not  reaching 
tip  of  the  longest  rays ; upper  lobe  of  caudal  produced,  acute,  the  lower 
lobe  rounded;  ventrals  filiform  at  tip,  almost  the  same  length  as  pectorals. 
Lateral  line  arched  anteriorly,  becoming  straight  over  middle  of  the 
base  of  anal  fin ; about  59  scales  in  the  lateral  line;  6 scales  in  the  vertical 
series  between  lateral  line  and  back,  15  in  the  vertical  series  below  lateral 
line.  Panama;  known  from  the  original  type  and  from  five  specimens 
lately  taken  by  Dr.  Gilbert,  from  which  the  present  description  is  taken. 
(rermicularis,  marked  with  worm- tracks.) 

Corvina  vermicxdaris,  Gunther,  Fish.  Central  America,  387  and  427,  pi.  67,  fig.  2,  1869, 
Panama.  (Coll.  Capt.  Dow.) 

Scicena  vennicularis,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  iVtiis.  1885,  381;  Jordan  &-  Eigenmann, 

1.  c.,  404,  1889. 

583.  SCIiENOPS,  Gill. 

(Red  Drums.) 

Scicenops,  Gild,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  30  (ocellata). 

This  genus  is  close  to  Ophioscion,  from  which  it  differs  in  the  loss  of  its 
preopercular  armature  with  age,  the  serrate  edge  of  the  bone  becoming 
entire.  The  caudal  fin  is  truncate  or  concave,  the  soft  dorsal  scaleless ; the 
slits  and  pores  of  tbe  upper  Jaw  are  well  developed  and  the  single  species 
reaches  a very  large  size.  The  group  is  not  well  separated  from  Ophioscion 
on  the  one  hand,  or  from  Scuvna  on  the  other,  but  its  retention  seems  to 
be  convenient.  {6Kiaiva,  Sckvna,  the  ancient  name  of  the  European  species 
Sciama  umbra  and  Fseudosciama  aquila,  from  duid,  shade ; appearence.) 

18.3G.  SCLEXOPS  OCELLATUS  (Linmeus). 

(Red  Drum;  Channel  Eass;  “Red-fish;”  Pescado  Colorado;  Bull  Red-fish.) 

Head  3^;  depth  3^;  eye  7 in  head;  snout  4.  D.  X-I,  24;  A.  11,8;  scales 
4-45  to  50-12.  Body  elongate,  rather  robust,  not  much  compressed;  back 
somewhat  arched;  profile  rather  steep,  somewhat  convex;  head  long, 
rather  low ; eye  small ; snout  bluutish,  rather  long.  Preopercle  Avith  its 
bony  margin  sharply  serrate  in  young  examples,  becoming  entire  with 
age,  the  serra*.  entirely  disappearing  in  sjiecimens  of  20  to  30  pounds 
weight;  in  these  the  even  edge  of  the  bone  is  wholly  covered  by  skin; 
mouth  large,  nearly  horizontal;  maxillary  not  ipiite  reaching  posterior 
border  of  orbit,  24  in  head;  teeth  in  both  jaws  in  villiform  bands,  the 
outer  series  of  the  upjier  jaw  much  enlarged;  lower  teeth  subequal;  gill 
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rakers  o 7,  shorter  than  the  diameter  of  the  pupil;  longest  dorsal  spine 
in  head;  second  anal  spine  If  in  the  longest  ray,  3f  in  head;  pectorals 
as  long  as  ventrals,  2 in  head;  scales  of  the  hreast  embedded,  cycloid; 
soft  dorsal  scaleless;  caudal  tin  slightly  concave,  about  4 as  long  as 
head.  Color  grayish  silvery,  iridescent;  often  washed  with  coppery  red; 
each  scale  with  a center  of  dark  points,  these  forming  rather  obscure, 
irregular,  undulating  brown  stripes  along  the  rows  of  scales;  a jet-black 
ocellated  spot  about  as  large  as  eye  at  base  of  caudal  above,  this  some- 
times duplicated ; the  body  occasionally  covered  with  ocelli.  Length  2 
to  5 feet;  the  weight  10  to  75  pounds.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of 
the  United  States,  New  York  to  Texas;  very  common  along  our  coast, 
especially  southward,  where  it  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
food-fishes.  On  the  Texas  coast  it  exceeds  in  economic  value  all  other 
fishes  found  there,  {ocellatus,  having  eye-like  spots.) 

Perea  ocellata,  Lixx.Ers,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  xil,  483, 1766,  South  Carolina. 

Lutjanus  triangidum,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  181  and  216,  pi.  24,  fig.  3,  1802, 
Sumatra. 

Seicena  imberhis,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  &.  Phil.  Soc.  Hew  York  1815, 411,  New  York. 
Corvma  ocellata,  Cuvier  Yalexcienxes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  134,  pi.  108, 1830. 

Johnius  ocellatus,  Girard,  Tj.  S.  & Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  14,  pi.  8,  figs.  1-4, 1859. 

Scicena  ocellata,  Gunther.  Cat.,  ii,  289,  I860;  Jordan  & Eigexmanx,  1.  c.,  405,  pi. 4, 1889. 


584.  SCIiENA*  (Artedi)  Linmeus. 
(Black  Drums.) 

Scicena,  part,  Artedi,  Genera  Piscium  1738. 

Scicena,  Lixx-EUS,  Sy.stema  Haturie,  Ed.  x,  289,  1758  (umbra;  cirrosa). 


* It  is  very  difticult  to  draw  generic  distinctions  in  this  part  of  the  group  of  Seicenidee 
It  is  likewise  unsatisfactory  not  to  attempt  to  draw  them,  as  large  groups  scarcely  admit 
of  definition.  We  have  decided  to  admit  provisionally  as  genera  the  minor  groups  of 
Scicenidee  with  long  gill  rakers,  allied  to  Stellifer  and  Bairdiella.  Among  tho.se  with 
short  gill  rakers,  we  have  chosen  to  recognize  Ophioscion,  Scicenops,  and  Pseudoscicena, 
referring  the  rest  to  one  genus  Scicena.  a heterogeneous  group  which  runs  close  to 
Ophioscion  on  the  one  hand,  and  diverges  far  from  it  on  the  other.  Jordan  and  Eigenmann 
ob.serve:  We  are  compelled  to  place  in  a single  genus  the  great  bulk  of  tho.se  Scicenidee 
which  have  short  gill  rakers,  inferior  mouth,  and  no  barbels  on  the  lower  jaw.  In  spite 
of  the  marked  difierences  between  the  extremes  of  the  series,  the  inlergradation  in  char- 
acters is  so  perfect  that  we  are  unable  to  draw  any  sharp  distinctive  lines  among  them. 
This  is  especially  true  when  the  Asiatic  species,'  forming  the  groups  called  Bola  and 
Johnius,  are  taken  into  account.  It  is  also  true  that  one  of  the  species  of  Bairdiella 
(chry soleuca)  is  very  close  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  present  group.  In  this  case, 
however,  there  is  really  one  difference— the  length  of  the  gill  rakers,  which,  though  small, 
is  constant,  and  holds  good  in  all  the  known  species. 

With  a view  to  the  discovery  of  a ba.sis  for  generic  subdivision,  we  have  especially 
compared  the  following  species:  Scicena  (Scicenops)  ocellata,  Scicena  (Pseudoscicena) 
a'luila,  Scicena  (Bola)  diacantha,  and  Scicena  (Callaus)  deliciosa.  If  these  species  could 
be  satisfactorily  arranged  in  diflerent  genera,  it  would  be  comparatively  easy  to  find 
characters  on  which  to  detach  the  rather  more  aberrant  types  of  Scicena  (umbra), 
Gheilutrema  (saturna  and  fasciat a),  Ophioscion.  and  Johnius. 

The  4 species  first  mentioned  agree  in  the  position  of  the  anal  fin.  Its  second  spine  is 
very  weak  in  acjuila,  and  adnate  to  the  first  ray.  It  is  somewhat  so  in  the  others,  and 
it  is  not  large  in  any.  In  Johnius  (dussumieri)  it  is  also  small,  but  in  Scicena,  Cheilotrema. 
and  Ophioscion  it  is  considerably  enlarged. 

The  scales  are  smallest  in  aejuila,  largest  in  ocellata,  l)ut  the  difference  is  not  shari) 
enough  to  warrant  generic  division.  In  all  4 of  the  si>ecies  first  mentioned  the  pre- 
orbital is  flat  and  rather  broad,  broadest  in  deliciosa  (7  in  head)  and  narrowest  in  aejuila 
(10^).  In  the  other  forms  it  is  generally  still  broader  and  more  gibbous. 

The  slits  and  pores  about  the  snout  are  distinct  in  ocellata  and  deliciosa.  little  marked 
in  diacantha  and  nearly  or  quite  obsolete  in  aquila.  In  Johnius,  Scicena,  Cheilotrema  and 
Ophioscion  these  are  more  or  less  distinct. 

In  all  the  4 species  the  mouth  is  of  moderate  size,  slightly  oblique,  with  the  lower  jaw 
included,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  opposite  the  posterior  border  of  the  eye.  The  mouth 
is  largest  in  ocellata,  smallest  in  aquila.  In  all  the  others  (Ophioscion,  etc.)  the  mouth  is 
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Johnius,*  Bloch,  Iclithyologia,  x,  107,  1793  (carulta,  etc.,  restricted  by  Dr.  Gill  to 
carxitta.) 

Sciaena,  Cuvier,  Eegne  Animal,  Ed.  i,  297,  1817  (restricted  to  Scioena  umbra,  a Linmean 
species,  and  to  IScicma  aquila,  a noii-Linna*an  one)  (not  of  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  ii,  -which 
is  rseudoscioina,  Bloch;  type,  aquila). 
liola,  Francis  Hamilton,  Fishes  of  the  Ganges  1822  (coitor,  etc.). 

Corvina,  Cuvier,  Ri^gne  Animal,  Ed.  ii,  Vol.  2,  1829  (nigra— umbra) . 

Cheilotrema,  Tsciiudi,  Fauna  Peruana,  Fische,  13,  1845  (fa&ciatum). 

Rhinoscion,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,85  (saturnus). 

Callaus,  Jordan,  Review  Sciscnidm,  395,  1889  (deliciosus) . 

iiody  oblong,  the  back  more  or  less  elevated  and  compressed ; mouth  low., 
rather  small;  the  snout  with  conspicuous  slits  and  pores,  the  lower  jaw 
included;  teeth  in  bands  in  both  jaws,  the  outer  enlarged  above;  pre- 
opercle  with  a crenulate  membranaceous  edge,  but  without  bony  serraj  in 
young  or  old;  gill  rakers  short  and  thick,  rather  few;  lower  pharyngeals 
moderate,  separate,  with  bluntish  teeth;  soft  dorsal  long,  anal  short; 
caudal  tin  various;  second  anal  spine  various.  Species  very  numerous, 
varying  greatly  among  themselves,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Old  World. 
(Scurna,  the  ancient  name  of  Sdeena  umhra;  from  Omd,  shade.) 

Callaus  (Callao,  Peru) : 

a.  Second  anal  spine  small  and  .slender,  41,  in  head;  body  compressed;  teeth  of  lower 

jaw  unequal;  gill  rakers  slender;  dorsal  and  anal  scahal  at  base  only;  depth  3. 
D.  X-I,  23.  Color  .silvery.  DEI.ICIOSA,  1837. 

aa.  Second  anal  spine  long  and  stout,  2 to  3 in  head ; back  elevated ; mouth  .small.  Color 
dusky. 

Cheilotrema  (xstAo-?,  lip;  pore): 

b.  Vertical  tins  low,  the  membranes  of  dorsal  and  anal  closely  scaled  ; caudal  fin  Innate, 

the  upper  lobe  the  longer. 

c.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  27  or  28;  snout  moderately  blunt.  saturna,  1838. 

Subgenus  CALLAUS,  Jordan. 

1837.  SCI.EN.V  DKLK’IOS.i  (Tschudi). 

Head  .3 ; depth  S-fV ; eye  5^  in  head ; snout  . D.  X-I,  23 ; A.  II,  9 ; scales 
50.  Head  and  body  compressed,  the  back  arched,  the  outline  oblong-ellip- 
tical; profile  straightish,  rather  steep;  snout  bluntish ; eye  rather  large, 
as  wide  as  the  broad  preorbital;  slits  and  pores  on  snout  anteriorly  well 


still  .smaller.  The  upper  teeth  are  nearly  alike  in  all  of  these;  of  the  4 mentioned  they 
are  largest  in  diacantha,  smallest  in  deliciosa.  In  some  East  Indian  species  (referable  to 
liola?)  these  teeth  are  still  larger,  some  of  them  almost  canine-like. 

The  lower  teeth  are  rather  large,  and  chiefiy  uniserial  in  diacantha  and  other  species  of 
liola,  in  2 or  3 rows,  the  inner  enlarged  in  deliciosa  and  aquila  -,  in  a broad  band,  some  of 
tbe  inner  enlarged  in  In  Johnius,  Cheilotrema,  and  most  of  the  siiecies 

of  Ophioscion,  the  lower  teeth  are  in  a broad  band  and  equal. 

The  preopercle  is  sharply  .serrate  in  youth,  becoming  entire  with  age  in  ocellata.  In 
aquila  it  is  vaguely  crenulate  in  youth,  becoming  finally  entire.  In  diacantha  it  remains 
more  or  less  crenulate.  In  deliciosa  the  preopercle  is  edged  by  fine  flexible  serraj.  In 
Ophioscion  the  preoj)ercle  is  always  sharply  serrate.  In  Hcicena,  Cheilotrema,  and  Johnius 
it  is  always  entire,  or  at  least  without  bony  serratnres. 

Among  the  4 species  first  mentioned,  the  gill  rakers  are  smallest  in  (X  + 7), 

when  they  are  short  and  thick,  the  longest  not  ^ the  pupil.  They  are  longest  in  deli- 
ciosa; when  they  are  slender  (x  -f-12),  as  long  as  pupil.  In  aquila  and  ocellata  they  are 
X 1 8 or  9,  rather  slender  and  .short,  about  | length  of  pupil.  In  most  of  the  species  of 
the  other  groups  (Ophioscion,  etc.)  they  are  very  few,  short  and  thickish,  usually  not 
more  than  ^ the  length  of  the  pupil.  The  form  of  the  body  oders  nothing  which  can  be 
used  for  generic  distinction,  as  tbe  intergradations  are  very  perfect.  The  same  can  be 
said  of  the  form  and  the  squamation  of  the  fins. 

In  the  pre.sent  paper  we  have  withdrawn  Ophioscion,  Rcicenops,  and  I'teudosciaina, 
referring  the  other  forms  to  Scioena. 

* Named  for  John,  an  earl^'^  missionary  in  Tranquebar. 
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developed;  maxillary  extending  to  middle  of  pupil,  3^  in  head;  mouth 
rather  large,  a little  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  slightly  included;  preopercle 
finely  and  evenly  serrate,  the  serrce  flexible  and  not  bony;  gill  rakers 
slender  and  very  short,  scarcely  as  long  as  pupil,  dr-{-  12  in  number;  teeth 
in  moderate  bauds,  some  of  the  outer  moderately  enlarged  above,  some  of 
the  inner  ones  below,  these  smaller  than  those  of  the  upper  ja  w ; soft  dorsal 
and  anal  scaled  at  haseonlj';  dorsal  spines  moderate;  second  anal  spine 
small,  41  in  head.  Caudal  lunate,  its  upper  lobe  the  longer;  pectoral 
long,  in  head ; color  bluish  above  with  faint  dark  horizontal  streaks, 
following  the  rows  of  scales;  axil  dark;  fins  pale.  Pacific  coast  of  South 
America,  from  I’anama  to  Peru.  Said  to  he  one  of  the  most  abundant  food- 
fishes  on  the  coast  of  Peru.  Most  of  the  si)ecimens  examined  are  from 
Callao,  hut  a few  from  Panama  (deliciosus,  delicious.) 

Corvina  deliciosa,  Tschcdi,  Fauna  Peruana  Iclith.,  8,  1845,  Peru. 

Scicena  deliciosa,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  295,  I860;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  406,  1889. 


Subgenus  CHEILOTREMA,  Tscbudi. 

1838.  SCLEXA  SATURXA*  (Girard). 

(Red  Roncador;  Black  Croaker.) 

Head  3f ; depth  2| ; eye  4 to  5 in  head.  D.  X-I,  27 ; A.  II,  7 ; scales  10-55 
to  60-17.  A'ertical  fins  low,  much  lower  than  in  Sciania  umhra,  the  mem- 
branes of  the  dorsal  and  anal  closely  scaled;  caudal  fin  lunate,  the  upper 
lobe  the  longer ; snout  moderately  blunt,  much  less  obtuse  than  the  related 
Peruvian  species  Scievna  fasciata,  3.|-  in  head;  body  oblong,  the  hack  con- 
siderably elevated;  profile  steeji,  the  nape  convex;  preorhital broad,  nearly 
as  wide  as  eye;  teeth  as  in  Scicena  innhra,  the  hands  broader;  pharyngeal 
teeth  all  conic,  the  inner  series  more  or  less  enlarged ; gill  rakers  short, 
thick,  6 9;  dorsal  spines  gradually  shortened  behind  the  third,  which  is 

2 to  2^  in  head ; ventrals  short,  14  in  head ; middle  rays  of  soft  dorsal  longest, 
2f  in  head;  second  anal  siflne  long  and  stout,  2 to  24  in  head,  not  quite 
reaching  to  tip  of  last  ray ; first  anal  rays  scarcely"  elongate,  about  2 in 
head ; pectorals  broad,  to  14  in  head ; all  scales  of  head  strongly  ctenoid  ; 
a scaly  sheath  at  base  of  anal  and  soft  dorsal;  caudal  slightly  convex,  its 
middle  rays  longest.  Color  blackish,  with  coppery  luster,  each  scale  with 
a cluster  of  dark  points ; an  obscure,  broad,  pale  cross  hand  extending  down- 
ward from  front  of  soft  dorsal  to  tips  of  ventrals,  this  often  fading  with 
age;  fins  rather  dark,  belly  silvery,  dusted  with  dark  specks;  suborhital 
region  coppery,  with  round,  dark  dots;  membrane  about  angle  of  opercle 
jet  black;  tips  of  ventral  and  anal  black.  Coast  of  Southern  California, 
from  Santa  Barbara  to  Cerros  Island.  A food-fish  of  some  importance, 
reaching  a length  of  15  inches,  (satiu'mts,  dusky,  saturnine.) 

Amblodon  saturnus,  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Survey,  x,  98,1858,  San  Diego,  California. 

(Coll.  A.  Cassidy.) 


* Allied  to  tliis  species  is  Scicena  fasciata  (Tscliudi),  a large  .species  of  the  coast  of  Peru, 
witli  a very  heavy  head.  The  European  Scicena  umbra,  Linnajus,  is  also  closely  related, 
the  vertical  tins  much  higher. 
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Corvina  {Johnim)*  jacobi,  Steindachner,  lolitli.  Beitr.,  vin,  3,  1879,  San  Diego  (based 
on  young  specimens). 

Corvina  saturna,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.,  ii,  288,  1860. 
lihinoscion  saturnus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  17. 

Scicena  saturna,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  572,  1883;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  406. 
Scicena  jacobi,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  571,  1883. 


585.  RONCADOR,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

Roncador,  Jordan  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  28  {stearnsi). 

This  genus  contains  a single  sjiecieSj  a large  Sciainoid  of  the  California 
coast,  much  resembling  Aplodinotus  grunniens  and  having  similar  teeth, 
except  that  the  lower  pharyngeals  are  separate,  {roncador,  grunter,  the 
Spanish  name,  one  of  general  application  to  these  fishes,  but  on  the  Cali- 
fornia coast  used  most  particularly  for  the  present  genus.) 


1839.  RONCADOR  STEARNSI  (Steindacbner). 

(Roncador.) 

Head  3^  to  3|;  depth  3 to  3^;  eye  6 in  head;  snout  3^.  D.  X-I,  24;  A.  II, 
8;  scales  7-fiO-l 2.  Body  oblong,  heavy  forward;  the  back  elevated  and 
compressed;  profile  long,  steep,  and  convex,  abruptly  rounded  at  the 
snout;  snout  very  blunt,  about  equal  to  the  interorbital  space;  mouth 
moderate,  low,  subinferior,  the  lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  2|  in  head, 
reaching  at  least  to  below  middle  of  eye;  preorbital  nearly  as  broad  as 
eye;  teeth  in  both  jaws  in  broad  villiform  bands,  none  of  them  enlarged;, 
lower  pharyngeals  large,  with  many  rounded  molars,  tlu^  outer  series  and 
a patch  at  the  outer  corner,  composed  of  villiform  teeth;  gill  rakers 
slender,  rather  short,  lO-J-lfi;  posterior  margin  of  preopercle  with  short, 
stout  teeth;  dorsal  spines  strong,  the  longest  2 in  head;  caudal  lunate, 
the  upper  lobe  the  longer;  second  anal  spine  stout,  3^  in  head;  pectorals 
much  longer  than  ventrals,  about  as  long  as  head;  scales  below  lateral 
line  in  slightly  oblique  series.  Color  grayish  silvery,  with  bluish  luster, 
some  streaks  of  dark  jioints  along  the  rows  of  scales;  breast  and  belly 
with  two  dusky  longitudinal  streaks;  a very  conspicuous  jet-black  spot 
as  large  as  eye  at  base  of  pectoral;  axil  and  lining  of  gill  cavity  black. 


* The  nominal  species,  called  Corvina  jacobi,  described  from  young  specimens  taken  at 
San  Diego,  is  doubtless  identical  M itb  Corvina  saturna.  The  only  dilt'erence  indicated 
by  Steindacliner  wliicb  could  have  any  serious  importance  is  in  the  coloration,  in  the 
species  oi  Ilaonulon,  Anisotremus,  and  other  analogous  grou])8  the  young  often  have 
exactly  the  coloration  assigned  to  Corvina  jacobi,  wliile  the  adult  may  be  very  diiferently 
marked.  AVe  liave  not  seen  the  very  young  of  saturna,  but  have  no' doubt  that  it  pas.ses 
through  the  '■'■jacobi"  coloration  in  the  course  of  its  development. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  Dr.  Steindacbner  s description  : 

Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  X-I,  27;  A.  II,  8;  scales  11-56-16.  Body  moderately  elevated; 
mouth  moderate,  rather  inferior;  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye;  outer  rows  of  teeth 
in  each  .jaw  slender,  somewhat  enlarged,  those  in  "the  upper  jaw  much  larger  than  in 
lower;  preopei'cle  finely  serrate.  Dorsal  s])ines  very  slender,  the  fourth  | length  of 
head,  higher  than  the  soft  rays;  second  anal  spine  more  than  twice  as  strong  as  dorsal 
spines,  as  long  as  from  middle"  of  eye  to  edge  of  opercle,  lower  than  the  soft  rays.  Caudal 
truncate  or  slightly  concave;  pectorals  shorter  than  ventrals,  the  first  ray  of  the  latter 
being  filamentous.  Scales  on  body  and  head  ctenoid.  Silvery  gray,  darker  above;  3 
dark  brown  longitudinal  stripes  along  sides,  the  lower  broade.st,  extending  from  eye  to 
middle  of  caudal,  the  middle  one  running  to  upiier  edge  of  tail,  the  upper  to  soft  dorsal; 
below  these  stripes  are  sometimes  feebler  ones,  besides  brownish  lines  following  the  rows 
of  scales ; fins  plain,  more  or  less  punctulafo:  markings  probably  less  distinct  in  the  adult. 
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Coast  of  southern  California,  north  to  Santa  Barbara,  generally  common; 
a food-fish  of  some  importance,  reaching  a weight  of  5 or  6 pounds.  The 
black  ocellus  on  the  base  of  the  pectoral  fin  in  this  species  is  as  character- 
istic as  that  at  the  base  of  the  caudal  in  Scuviwjjs  oceUatus.  (Named''  for 
Robert  E.  C.  Stearns,  the  well-known  conchologist,  then  of  San  Francisco.) 
Gorvina  stearnsl,  Steindachnkr,  Ichth.  Beitr.,  Ill,  22,  1875,  San  Diego. 

Jioncador  stearnsi,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  28 ; Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  572,  1883;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  408,  pi.  5,  1889. 

586.  LEIOSTOMUS,  Lacepede. 

(Goodies.) 

Leiostomiis,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  439,  1802  (xanthurus). 

Liostomus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  1863,  63  (corrected  ortliograi^by). 

Body  oblong,  ovate,  the  back  compressed ; head  obtuse ; mouth  small, 
horizontal,  the  upper  jaw  with  a baud  of  feeble  teeth,  the  lower  nearly  or 
quite  toothless;  slits  and  pores  of  upper  jaw  well  developed;  lower  phar- 
yngeals  separate,  the  teeth  paved ; preopercle  with  a membranaceous  bor- 
<ler;  dorsal  sjiines  10,  slender,  rather  high,  the  last  connected  with  the 
soft  rays;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  long;  anal  spines  2,  the  second  not  large; 
caudal  fin  emarginate;  gill  membranes  slightly  connected;  gill  rakers 
slender.  This  genus  is  distinguished  from  Sciwna  chiefiy  by  the  obsoles- 
cence of  the  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw,  and  by  the  more  paved  teeth  of  the 
pharyngeals.  The  soit  rays  of  the  dorsal  fin  and  especially  of  the  anal 
are  more  numerous  than  in  related  groups.  One  species.  (/l£?oj,  smooth  ; 
drojita,  mouth — the  mouth  having  been  originally  described  as  toothless. ) 

1S40.  LEIOSTOMUS  X4\THUUUS,t  Lacepede. 

(.Spot;  Goody ; Post-croaker ; Oldwife;  Lafayette.) 

Head  3^  to  31;  depth  3;  snout  3^  to  31.  D.  X-I,  31;  A.  11,  12;  scales 
9-fiO  to  70-12.  Body  short,  deep,  much  compressed;  back  in  front  of  dor- 
sal compressed  to  a sharp  edge;  profile  steep,  convex,  depressed  over  the 
eyes;  dorsal  outline  convex,  highest  at  front  of  dorsal;  snout  very  blunt, 
as  long  as  eye,  3^  to  31  in  head;  mouth  small,  inferior,  horizontal;  maxil- 
lary 3 in  head,  extending  to  belowpupil ; no  teeth  in  lower  jaw,  in  the  adult; 
upper  jaw  with  a series  of  narrow  minute  teeth;  gill  rakers  short,  slender, 
8-|-22;  lower  pharyngeals  small,  with  three  series  of  molars  posteriorly 
and  many  villiform  teeth  anteriorly;  preopercle  entire;  preorbital  broad, 
11  in  eye;  third  dorsal  spine  highest,  11  in  head;  soft  dorsal  with  the 
sheath  at  its  base  formed  by  a single  series  of  scales;  caudal  long  and 
forked,  as  long  as  head;  anal  long  and  slightly  falcate;  second  anal  spine 
21  in  the  longest  ray,  4 in  head;  ventrals  1 shorter  than  pectorals,  which 
are  as  long  as  the  head;  scales  small,  strongly  ctenoid,  extending  on  cau- 

* “ Ich  erlaiibe  mir,  diese  .so  charakter  isoli  fjezeiebnete  Art  meiiiem  verebrten  Ereundc, 
Uerrn  II.  C.  Stearn.s,  einem  der  tbatig.steii  iind  liervorragend.sten  Mitglieder  der  califoriii- 
seben  Akademie  dei’  Natnrwiasenscbaften  als  Zeicben  meiiiei’  Hoebaebten  zii  widmeii.” 
(Steiudaebner.) 

tTbe  uanie  xanthurus  is  an  nnfortunate  one,  as  in  tins  species  (be  candal  fin  is  never 
yellow.  Tins  name  came  about  tbrongb  confusion  with  Bairdiella  chiujsura,  in  wbicb 
species  tbe  caudal  fin  is  bright  yellow. 
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dal  and  base  of  pectorals  but  not  on  other  fins;  lateral  line  little  curved 
anteriorly ; scales  below  lateral  line  in  oblique  series.  Color  bluish  above, 
silvery  below;  about  15  narrow  dark  wavy  bands  extending  Ifom  the  dor- 
sal downward  and  forward  to  below  lateral  line  ; a round  black  humeral 
spot  rather  smaller  than  eye;  fins  plain  olivaceous,  the  caudal  not  yellow. 
This  species  is  one  of  the  most  common  food-fishes  of  our  Southern  coast, 
being  an  excellent  pan  fish.  Notwithstanding  the  numerous  nominal  spe- 
cies which  authors  have  recognized,  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  of  the 
existence  of  more  than  one  species  of  Leiostomus  on  our  coasts.  South 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  United  States;  Cape  Cod  to  Texas;  once 
doubtfully  recorded  from  Martinique.*  (|ar6d?,  yellow;  (5r)/3a,  tail. ) 
Leiostomus  xanthurus,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  439,  pi.  10,  fig.  1,  1802,  Carolina; 
Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  142,  1830;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synop. 
sis,  574,  1883;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  409,  pi.  G,  1889. 

Mugil  obliquus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  New  York  1815,  405,  New  York. 
Scicena  multi/a sciata,  Lesueur,  Journ.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.,  ii,  1821,  255,  east  Florida 
(Coll.  McClure,  Ord,  Say  &.  Peale). 

Leiostomus  humeralis,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  141,  ])1  110,  1830, 
New  York. 

Ilomoprion  xanthurus,  Holbrook,  Ichthyol.  S.  Carolina,  Ed.  i,  170,  1856;  Girard,  U S. 

and  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  11,  1859. 

Scicen a xanthurus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  288,  1860. 

Leiostomus  obliquus,  DeKay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  69,  j)!.  60,  fig.  195,  1842. 

Scicena  obliqua,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  288,  1860. 


587.  PACHYPOPS,  Gill. 

1'achypops,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,87  {trifdis). 

Fresh- water  Sciauioids  of  Guiana  and  Brazil,  closely  allied  to  Ophioscion, 
but  with  small  barbels  in  a tuft  at  the  symphysis  of  lower  jaw;  teeth 
feeble;  preorbital  serrate;  mouth  very  small,  inferior;  preorbital  turgid 
and  cavernous,  more  or  less  translucent;  first  dorsal  rather  short,  the 
spines  feeble;  anal  short,  with  weak  spines;  soft  dorsal  long;  caudal  fin 
rhombic;  soft  parts  of  vertical  fins  closely  scaled.  Verj' close  to  racliyurns, 
Agassiz,  another  South  American  fresh-water  genus,  I'rom  which  Pachijpops 
differs  only  in  the  presence  of  barbels.  (7ra;(;Li?,  thick;  VTto,  below; 
eye.) 

1841.  PACHYPOPS  FI  IlCREUS  (Lacepede). 

Head  3|;  depth  4.  D.  X-I,  25  to  27;  A.  II,  6;  scales  58.  Maxillary 
scarcely  reaching  front  of  eye,  its  length  4 to  4^  in  head ; barbels  3,  minute 
(sometimes  obsolete);  snout  prominent,  blunt,  2*  in  head;  eye  very  large, 
3 in  head;  mouth  very  small,  overlapped  by  the  turgid  preorbital;  teeth 
small,  equal;  gill  rakers  very  small;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  completely 
scaled;  iiectorals  1,1  in  head;  caudal  rhombic,!^  in  head;  second  anal 
spine  2),  in  head;  longest  dorsal  s^iine  lU  Color  uniform  dusky,  paler 
below;  dorsals  punctate  with  black.  Kiversaud  estuaries  from  Guiana  to 
Uruguay;  common  in  brackish  or  fresh  waters.  According  to  Dr.  Berg  it 
is  found  in  Uruguay  in  brackish,  never  in  fresh  waters.  The  specimen  here 

* Cette  esjiece  n’est  pas  bomee  jY  ILYmeriiiue  septeutrionale;  nous  I'avons  recue de  Mar 
tinique,  parM.Plee.  (Cuvier  A Valenciennes.) 
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described  from  Eio  Xegro  (Coll.  J.  C.  Fletcher.)  (Named  in  honor  of  a 
French  naturalist,  Fourcroi,  who  traveled  in  Brazil.) 

Perea  furcrcea,  Lac£pede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  398,  424,  1802,  Surinam. 

Corvina  biloba,  Cuvier  .Sc  Talenxiesxes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss..  v,  112,  1830,  habitat  not  known. 
Cortina  furcrcea,  Cuvier  & Valexciexxes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  111.  1830. 

Pachypops /urcrceus,  Steixdachxer,  Beitr.  znr  Kenntniss  Scisenoiden  Brasiliens,  7,  pi.  1, 
1863;  JORDAX  & Eigexmaxw,  1.  c.,  413;  Berg,  Ann.  Mns.  Buenos  Aires  1895,  53. 
Pachyurus  fitrcroehs,  Steixdachxer.  Ichth.  Beitr.,  viii.  12,  1879. 

Pachypops  biloba,  Steixdachxer,  Ichth.  ^'otiz.,  206, 1864. 

588.  GENYONEMUS,  Gill. 

Genyonemus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,  87  (lineatus). 

Body  elongate,  moderately  compressed,  the  back  little  elevated;  head 
oblong,  the  snout  abruptly  decurved;  eyes  moderate,  anterior;  preopercle 
with  a crenulated  membranaceous  edge ; mouth  rather  large,  subterminai, 
somewhat  oblique;  lower  jaw  with  several  very  small  barbels  and  with  a 
few  large  pores,  the  barbels  so  very  small  as  to  be  readily  overlooked,  espe- 
cially in  fresh  specimens ; teeth  equal,  in  villiform  bands,  the  anterior  series 
scarcely  enlarged;  first  dorsal  unusually  long,  with  about  13  spines;  anal 
with  2 spines,  the  second  short  and  feeble ; caudal  emargiuate ; pharyngeal 
bones  and  teeth  as  in  Micropogon;  air  bladder  simple  ; gill  rakers  slender, 
rather  long.  Size  small.  (x£J'i;c,  lower  jaw;  barbel.) 

1S42.  GEMOXEMFS  mEATES  (Ayres). 

(Little  Roxcador;  Kixgfish;  Croaker.) 

Head  3^  to  31;  depth  31  to  3|;  eye  51;  snout  4.  D.  XII l-I,  21  or  22;  A. 
II,  11 ; scales  7-54-10.  Body  oblong,  somewhat  compressed,  the  back  little 
elevated;  profile  little  convex,  rather  abruptly  decurved  at  the  snout; 
mouth  subinferior,  somewhat  obliqne  ; maxillary  3 in  head,  reaching  pos- 
terior margin  of  pupil,  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  in  villiform  bands,  the 
outer  series  above  slightly  enlarged ; chin  with  5 small  pores  and  2 series 
of  minute  barbels;  preorbital  f width  of  eye;  preopercle  with  a creuulate 
membranous  border;  opercle  with  radiating  striie ; gill  rakers  short  and 
slender,  9-f-20;  third  dorsal  spine  highest,  14  to  2 in  head  ; first  soft  rays 
of  dorsal  highest,  decreasing  in  height  to  the  last;  caudal  lunate;  first 
ventral  ray  produced  as  a filament,  14  in  head;  pectoral  slightly  longer 
than  ventrals;  scales  large,  strongly  ctenoid,  those  below  lateral  line  in 
horizontal  series.  Color  silvery  with  brassy  luster  and  black  punctulations, 
these  forming  faint,  oblique  dark  lines  along  the  rows  of  scales;  fins  yel- 
lowish; a black  axillary  spot,  usually  conspicuous.  Coast  of  southern 
California;  San  Francisco  to  Cerros  Island;  generally  common  along  the 
coast  of  southern  California.  A food-fish  of  some  importance,  of  good 
quality,  but  soft  and  not  keeping  well,  (lineatns,  striped.) 

Leiostomus  liiieatiis,  Atres.  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1855.  25,  San  Francisco ; Girard,  P.  R.  R. 

Survey,  x,  99,  pi.  22  B,  figs.  1-4,  1858. 

Scieena  lineata,  GuXther.  Cat.,  n,  288,  1860. 

Geiiyonemu^  lineatus,  Jord.vx  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  574. 1883;  Jordan  A Eigexmaxx,  1.  c., 
416, 1889. 
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589.  MICROPOGON,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

(Croakers.) 

Micropogon,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  213, 1830  (lineatus=undulatus) . 

Body  moderately  elongate,  compressed,  somewhat  elevated;  preopercle 
strongly  serrate;  teeth  in  villiform  hands,  the  outer  row  in  the  upper  jaw 
enlarged;  lower  jaw  with  a row  of  minute  barbels  on  each  side;  gill  rakers 
short,  thickish;  spinous  dorsal  rather  short  of  10  or  11  stoutish  spines; 
second  anal  spine  moderate;  caudal  tin  double  truncate;  lower  pharyn- 
geals  narrow,  distinct,  with  sharp  conical  teeth ; air  bladder  with  long 
horns.  A well-marked  genus,  the  species  all  American,  allied  to  Ophioscion 
and  Scicrnops,  but  distinguished  by  the  presence  of  barbels;  species  all 
closely  related,  similar  in  form,  size,  and  color,  {/iixpoc,  small;  7t(byoov, 
beard. ) 

Micropogon : 

a.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  28  to  30. 

h.  Scales  comparatively  small,  about  9 in  a vertical  series  between  front  of  dorsal 
and  lateral  line,  12  in  an  oblniue  series;  outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  evidently 
enlarged;  dark  spots  on  scales  above  lateral  line  not  forming  continuous- 
stripes;  scales  54.  undulatus,  1843. 

bb.  Scales  larger.  7 in  a vertical  series  from  front  of  dorsal  to  lateral  line,  9 or  10 
in  an  oblique  series;  teeth  of  outer  series  in  upper  jaw  scarcely  enlarged; 
dark  spots  above  lateral  line  forming  continuous  streaks  nearly  as  wide  as 
interspaces ; short  vertical  bars  extending  across  lateral  line ; many  oblique 
lines  above  these;  markings  more  regular,  though  less  sharply  defined 
than  in  JL  undvlatus. 

c.  Second  anal  spine  moderate,  5 in  head;  eye  small,  6 in  head ; scales  54. 

FURNIERI,  1844. 

cc.  Second  anal  spine  very  strong,  2|  to  3 in  head ; ej'e  very  large,  4 to  4^  in 
head;  no  distinct  oblique  streaks  above  lateral  line;  axil  blackish. 
Head  4;  depth  43.  D.  X-I,  28;  A.  II,  7;  scales  7-50-14. 

MEGALOPS,  1845. 

aa.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  24  to  26;  snout  little  projecting;  outer  teeth  above  scarcely 
enlarged;  depth  3i  in  length;  back  with  dark  oblique  streaks;  gill  cavity 
dusky  within;  scales  48,  53  pores.  ectenes,  1846. 

aaa.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  20  to  22;  outer  teeth  above  .scarcely  enlarged;  snout  somewhat 
projecting ; body  deeper,  depth  3|  in  length ; scales  42,  40  pores. 

ALTIPINNIS,  1847. 

1843.  MICROPOGOM'XDULATUS*  (Linmeus). 

(Croaker;  Roncadina;  Corvina.) 

Head  3;  depth  3^.  D.  X-1,  28  or  23;  A.  II,  7 ; scales  9-54.  Body  rather 
robust,  the  back  somewhat  elevated  aud  compressed,  the  profile  rouuded, 

*Dr.  Berg  speaks  of  Micropogon  undidatus  as  the  most  common  shore  fish  of  Uruguay, 
being  caught  each  year  in  millions.  He  counts : D.  X-I,  26  to  29 ; scales  8 or  9-55-16  or  17. 
This  Urugua5’an  fish  is,  therefore,  probably  not  the  same  as  Micropogon  furnieri,  its  rays 
and  scales  agreeing  rather  with  M.  undulatus.  But  the  true  undulatus  has  not  been 
recorded  from  the  West  Indies.  It  may  not  unlikely  be  found  that  the  Brazil-Uruguayan 
form,  Micropogon  opercularis  (Quoy  &.  Gaimard),  is  a distinct  species  which  has  not  yet 
been  properly  di-stinguished  from  M.  undulatus.  The  following  is  the  synonymy  of  Micro- 
pogon opercularis : 

Micropogon  opercularis  (Quoy  & Gaimard). 

Sciceiia  opercularis,  Quoy  & Gaimard,  Voy.  Hran,,  Zool..  347,  1824,  Rio  Janeiro. 
Micropogori  lineatus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes.  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  215,  1830,  Brazil, 
Porto  Rico,  Havana  (in  part,  not  types,  which  were  from  Xew  York.) 

Micropogon  undulatus,  Berg,  Ann.  Mus.  Buenos  Ayres  1895,  54. 
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not  depressed  above  ej^es ; bead  long,  the  snout  prominent,  convex.  Mouth 
rather  large,  nearly  horizontal,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  front  of  eye,  3 
in  head ; outer  teeth  above  enlarged ; eye  2 in  snout,  5 in  head,  rather 
less  thau  interorbital  width.  Preopercle  strongly  serrate  along  its  whole 
posterior  margin,  the  spines  near  angle  diverging ; dorsals  nearly  sepa- 
rate, the  first  high,  the  third  spine  3 in  head ; jiectorals  moderate,  nearly 
reaching  tips  of  ventrals;  ventrals  filamentous;  anal  inserted  nearly 
under  middle  of  second  dorsal,  the  second  spine  rather  weak,  shorter  than 
snout,  i length  of  head;  caudal  double  truncate.  If  in  head;  16  scales 
in  an  oblique  series  from  vent  to  lateral  line,  12  in  an  oblique  series  from 
dorsal  to  lateral  line.  Gill  rakers  slender,  very  short,  7-|-16;  coeca  8. 
Color  brassy,  paler  below;  middle  part  of  the  body  with  short,  irregular 
dusky  vertical  bars  crossing  the  lateral  line;  many  dark  brown  spots  on 
side  of  back,  irregularly  placed,  and  not  forming  continuous  streaks  along 
the  rows  of  scales ; usually  some  of  these  coalesce  to  form  2 dark  streaks 
procurrent  with  the  back.  Length  12  inches.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
coasts  of  the  United  States;  Cape  Cod  to  Texas;  generally  common  along 
our  Atlantic  coast,  becoming  very  abundant  southward,  but  not  known 
to  extend  into  the  West  Indies ; a food-fish  of  some  importance.  This  or 
a similar  species  {Micropogon  opervuJaris,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes)  is  very 
common  on  the  sand  shores  of  Brazil,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina.  ( undulatus, 
waved.) 

Perea  undulata,  LiXNiEUS,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xil,  48-3,  1766,  South  Carolina. 

Scicena  croker,  Lacepede.  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  309,  314,  316,  1802,  Carolina. 

Bodianus  coUatus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil,  Soc.  New  T ork  1815,  417,  New  York. 
Micropogon  lineatus,  Cuvier  & Talenciexnes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  215,  pi.  119, 1830,  New 
York.  (Coll.  Milbert.) 

Micropogommdulatus,  Cuvier  Sc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  219,  1830;  Girard, 
U.  S.  and  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  13,  pi.  12,  1859;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  271,  1860  (in  part); 
Jordan  &,  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  575,  1883;  Jordan  Sc  Eigenmann,  l.c.,  418,  pi.  7. 
Micropogon  costatus,  DeKay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  83,  pi.  72,  fig.  230,  1842. 

1844.  MK’ROPOGOX  FI  RMERI  (Desniarest). 

(VeRRUGATO;  tVlIITE-MOUTH  DrUMMER.) 

Head3|;  depth 3J  to  3f.  D.  X-I,  30;  A.  II,  7;  eye  6 in  head;  snout  3; 
'.cales  54,  7 in  a vertical  series  from  front  of  dorsal  to  lateral  line,  9 or  10 
in  an  oblique  series;  teeth  of  outer  series  in  upper  jaw  scarcely  enlarged; 
dark  sxiots  on  back  forming  continuous  dark  streaks  nearly  as  wide  as  the 
pale  interspaces;  body  a little  more  slender  than  in  Micropogon  inidulatns; 
profile  almost  straight,  a little  depressed  above  the  eye ; snout  long ; eye 
small,  li  in  interobital  area;  preorbital  wider  thau  eye;  maxillary  3 in 
head,  reaching  front  of  pupil;  teeth  in  broad,  villiform  bauds;  preopercle 
less  strongly  serrate  than  in  M.  undulatus;  third  dorsal  spine  highest.  If 
in  head;  dorsals  connected  by  a low  membrane;  spinous  dorsal  with  a 
sheath  at  its  base  formed  by  a single  series  of  scales;  soft  dorsal  naked; 
second  anal  spine  5 in  head;  scales  of  the  breast  and  head  cycloid.  Gray- 
ish silvery,  with  bright  reflections;  a dark  spot  on  opercle;  axil  dusky; 
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short  A^ertical  bars  extending  across  lateral  line;  many  oblique  lines  above 
these;  the  markings  more  regular,  though  less  sharply  defined  than  in  M. 
undidatus,  the  general  hue  more  silvery.  West  Indies;  abundant  on  the 
coast  of  Cuba;  its  southward  distribution  uncertain,  from  its  confusion 
with  A[.  undulatus  and  its  analogue,  d/.  opercularis.  The  specimens  here 
described  from  Havana.  (Named  for  its  discoverer,  Marcellin  Fournier, 
who  collected  in  Cuba.) 

Umbrina  furnieri,  Desmarest,  Premiere  Decade  Iclithyol.,  22,  pi.  2,  fig.  3,  1822,  Havana. 
(Coll.  Fournier.) 

? Micropogon  argenleus,  Cuv'IER  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  218, 1830,  Surinam  ; 
may  be  dt.  opercularis  or  M.  undidatus. 

Micropogon  f urnieri,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,37;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  l.c., 
418, 1889. 

Micropogon  tindxdatus,  POEY,  Synoirsis,  325  (not  of  LiNN.iiUS). 


1845.  MK'IIOPOGOX  MEGALGPS,  Gilbert. 

Head  4;  depth  4,|;  eye  4 to  4:^  in  head;  snout  3.3.  D.  X-I,  27  to  29;  A. 
II,  7 ; scales  7-50-14;  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  middle  of  pupil,  2| 
in  head ; snout  eijualing  interorbital  width ; width  of  jireorbital  11  in  snout. 
Eye  very  large,  a trifle  less  than  snout;  outer  series  of  teeth  in  iipiier  jaw 
little  enlarged;  preoiiercular  spines  very  strong,  arranged  as  usual  in  this 
genus;  gill  rakers  all  short,  9 above  the  angle,  16  below.  Dorsal  spines 
stronger  than  in  M.ectcnes,  the  third  the  longest,  barely  reaching  origin 
of  soft  dorsal  when  depressed,  ecjualing  length  of  snout  and  eye;  caudal 
double  truncate ; second  anal  spine  strong  24  to  3 in  head;  outer  ventral 
ray  slightly  produced.  If  in  head;  pectorals  extending  beyond  ventrals,  1| 
in  head;  scales  of  moderate  size.  Color  as  usual  in  this  genus;  no  con- 
spicuous oblique  streaks  following  rows  of  scales  above  the  lateral  line; 
axil  and  base  of  pectorals  blackish;  lining  of  gill  cavity  more  extensively 
black  than  in  other  species,  the  branchiostegal  membrane  and  opercular 
flap  abruptly  silvery  white  within.  Gulf  of  California.  Known  only  from 
4 specimens,  the  longest  10  inches  in  length.  {nEydXo<i,  large;  dail),  eye.) 
Micropogon  megalojis,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu.s.  1890,  64,  Gulf  of  California  in  14 
fathoms;  Albatross  station  No.  3021.  (Tj-pe,  No.  not  assigned.  Coll.  Albatross.) 


1846.  .IIK’ROPOGOX  KCTEXES,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

(Verruoato.) 

Head  3|:  (3f  with  caudal);  depth  3,1  (4|);  eye  rather  large,  6 in  head,  I4 
in  intcrorbital  width,  If  in  snout,  a little  less  than  preorbital  width.  D. 
X-I,  25,  or  X-I,  24;  A.  II,  7,  or  II,  8;  scales  7-53-13;  pores  54.  Body 
rather  elongate,  moderately  compressed,  the  back  little  elevated;  anterior 
profile  straightish  or  slightly  undulate.  Head  long,  rather  low,  the  snout 
long  and  abruptly  truncate  at  the  tip,  which  projects  but  little  beyond  the 
premaxillaries.  Mouth  nearly  horizontal,  the  lower  jaw  included,  the 
maxillary  barely  reaching  to  oxijiosite  front  of  eye,  its  length  3f  in  head. 
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Teeth  in  rather  broad  bands,  the  anterior  in  upper  jaw  little  enlarged. 
Snout  with  the  usual  lobes  and  pores  at  tip,  its  length  3^  in  head;  chin 
with  5 large  pores ; about  4 small  barbels  on  the  inner  edge  of  each  dentary 
bone  anteriorly,  these  rather  shorter  than  the  posterior  nostril,  which  is 
oblong  and  much  longer  than  the  anterior  nostril.  Preopercle  with 
numerous  rather  strong  teeth  above  the  angle,  which  has  2 large,  strongly 
divergent  teeth,  the  lower  directed  obliquely  downward.  Gill  rakers 
short,  7 + 12.  Pseudobranchife  well  developed.  Scales  of  moderate  size, 
those  on  the  breast  little  reduced;  no  scales  on  the  dorsal  or  anal,  except 
a basal  series;  caudal  largely  scaly;  about  20  scales  in  an  oblique  series 
from  front  of  anal  upward  to  spinous  dorsal,  18  I'rom  A cnt  upward  to  soft 
dorsal.  Lateral  line  becoming  straight  well  in  advance  of  anal.  Spinous 
dorsal  high,  higher  than  in  M.  ^indulatus,  its  third  spine  not  very  much 
shorter  than  the  fourth ; third  spine  varying  in  leugth,  about  2 in  head 
(If  to  2^);  all  the  spines  freely  flexible;  longest  soft  ray  3f  in  head; 
caudal  slightly  double  concave,  the  upper,  middle,  and  lower  rays  about 
equal.  If  in  head;  lower  rays  shorter  in  young  individuals;  anal  small, 
ending  well  in  advance  of  posterior  ray  of  dorsal ; second  anal  spine  rather 
small,  its  length  3f  in  head;  longest  soft  ray  2|  in  head.  Pectoral  fln  very 
long  and  pointed,  reaching  j^ast  ventrals,  luit  not  to  vent,  its  length  1^,  in 
head;  ventrals  with  the  flrst  ray  filamentous,  Ij  in  head  without  filament. 
Color  grayish  silvery,  without  brassy  tinge ; dorsal  region  and  sides  above 
lower  edge  of  pectorals  marked  with  dark  streaks  extending  obliquely 
upward  and  backward  along  the  series  of  scales.  Besides  these,  about  10 
short,  oblique,  dark  bars  extending  downward  and  forward,  crossing  the 
arched  portion  of  the  lateral  line,  the  longest  of  these  about  as  long  as 
snout;  lining  of  gill  cavity  blackish;  peritoneum  pale;  fins  all  yellowish, 
the  tips  of  spinous  dorsal  blackish;  upper  edge  of  pectoral  and  border  of 
soft  dorsal  dusky;  region  above  and  below  base  of  pectoral  with  dark 
punctulations.  Length  2 feet  or  less.  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico;  abundant 
at  Mazatlan,  where  it  is  an  important  food-fish;  not  seen  at  Panama, 
stretched.) 

Micropogon  ectenes,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 'j^tus.  1881,  355,  Mazatlan  (Types, 
Nos.  28295,  29538,  28336,  28361.  Coll.  Gilbert) ; Jordan  Sc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  419,  1889. 

1847.  MICROPOGOX  ALTIPIXMS,  Giiuther. 

Head  3^;  depth  3f  . D.  X-I,  20  to  22;  A.  II,  7;  scales  7-48-15.  Outer 
teeth  of  upper  jaw  scarcely  enlarged;  snout  somewhat  projecting;  scales 
still  larger;  lateral  line  42  (49  pores) ; scales  above  the  lateral  line,  verti- 
cally, 5 or  6;  obliquely,  8;  12  in  an  oblique  series  from  vent;  maxillary 
extending  scarcely  beyond  the  vertical  from  the  anterior  margin  of  the 
eye;  body  less  elongate  than  in  Micropogon  ectenes ; highest  dorsal  sitines 
1^  in  head;  anal  spine  about  4 in  head.  Coloration  essentially  as  in  Micro- 
pogon  ectenes,  which  it  closely  resembles,  differing  in  the  shorter  second 
dorsal.  Panama;  not  rare.  (uZhts,  high;  jrmau,  fin.) 

Micropogon  altipinnis,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Load.  1864,  149,  San  Jose,  Panama, 
Chiapas;  Gunther,  Fish.  Central  America,  387  and  425,  1869;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Bull.  U.  S. Fish  Comm.  1882,  111;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  419,  1889. 
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590.  UMBRINA,  Cuvier. 

JJmbrina,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  i,  297,  1817  (cirrosa Scicena  L.  being  restricted  to 
Scicena  umbra,  a Linnman,  and  to  Scicena  aquila,  a non-Liunajan  species^, 

Scicena,  Sleeker,*  Poissons  de  la  Cote  de  Guinee,  66,  1862  (cirrosa,-  not  the  earliest  re- 
striction to  a Linnsean  type). 

Body  moderately  elongate;  back  somewhat  arched.  Head  oblong,  with 
the  snout  thick  and.  protuberant;  mouth  almost  horizontal,  of  moderate 
size;  preoperculum  with  its  bony  margin  finely  serrate;  lower  jaw  with  a 
single  thickish  barbel.  Teeth  in  villiform  bands,  the  outermost  in  the 
upper  jaw  somewhat  enlarged.  Anterior  dorsal  with  about  10  spines;  anal 
fin  with  2 spines,  the  second  not  very  small.  Caudal  lunate  or  truncate. 
Gill  rakers  normal,  but  short.  Air  bladder  well  developed.  This  genus 
contains  a considerable  number  of  species,  most  of  them  being  American. 
It  agrees  with  Scicena  in  nearly  all  respects,  excepting  the  presence  at  the 
chin  of  a short,  thick  barbel.  A similar  barbel  is  found  in  the  genns  Men- 
ticirrhus,  but  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  all  European  writers  have 
confounded  MS  with  Umhrlna,  the  two  genera  are  not  really  very 

closely  related,  (umbra,  shade;  the  name  umbra  was  used  for  the  typical 
species  by  early  writers,  being  e<iuivalent  to  Scicena.) 

Umbrina: 

a.  Dorsal  rays  only  X-I,  25?  no  cross  bands  ? broussonetii,  1848. 

aa.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  26  to  29;  serne  of  preopercle  slender,  not  notably  flattened. 

b.  Body  with  about  9 dark  vertical  cross  bands,  besides  narrow  undulating 
streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales ; second  anal  spine  2^  in  head ; pectorals  If. 

COROIDES,  1849. 

bb.  Body  without  dark  cross  bands,  the  rows  of  scales  above  with  distinct  undu- 
lating streaks. 

c.  Snout  bluntish,  short,  in  head;  seme  of  preopercle  comparatively 
numerous  and  strong,  subterete;  body  rather  slender;  the  dark 
streaks  strongly  marked;  fins  largely  yellow.  roncador,  1850. 

cc.  Snout  longer  than  eye,  3 to  3^  in  head;  preopercle  distinctly  serrare. 

d.  Second  anal  spine  large,  2 in  head;  profile  straight,  moderately 
steei);  .snout  rather  acute;  eye  4^  in  head;  mouth  small,  in- 
ferior, the  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  orbit,  its  length  2^  in 
head ; dark  streaks  on  scales  strongly  marked. 

e.  Gill  cavity  pale;  scales  5-48;  second  anal  spine  2 in  head. 

XANTI,  1851. 

ee.  Gill  cavity  dark;  scales  7-51;  second  anal  spine  2^  in  head. 

SINALO.E,  1852. 

dd.  Second  anal  spine  short  and  thickish,  3 in  head.  Back  elevated, 
the  anterior  profile  steep  and  rather  convex ; snout  blunt,  much 
protruding;  mouth  small,  horizontal;  the  maxillary  reaching 
just  past  pupil,  3 in  head;  eye  5 in  head;  streaks  on  scales 
obscure.  galapagorum,  1853. 

aaa.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  30  to  33 ; preopercle  with  its  edge  weakly  crenulate;  mouth  rather 
large,  subterminal;  maxillary  reaching  posterior  border  of  pupil,  2|  in  head; 
second  dorsal  spine  highest,  2 in  head;  soft  rays  high;  second  anal  spine  2 in 
head;  pectorals  slightly  shorter  than  ventrals,  which  are  1§  in  head;  dark 
streaks  faint.  dorsalis,  1851 . 


* “ Je  note  ici  que  I’espece  typique  du  genre  Scicena  Art.  etant  V Umbrina  cirrosa  CV., 
le  nom  de  Scicena  devra  etre  applique  aux  esp^ces  dont  Cuvier  a fait  des  Umbrina,  et  no 
pourra  plus  etre  employe  dans  le  sens  de  Cuvier.  Ni  M.  Giinther  ni  M.  Gill,  dans  leurs 
travaux  sur  les  Scienoides,  paraissent  avoir  fait  attention  a ce  que  le  nom  generiqued’Ar- 
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1848.  UMBRIXA  BROUSSOXETII,  Cuvier  <fc  Yalencicniies. 

This  species  is  described  as  follows : We  find  in  the  collections  of  Brous- 
sonet  an  Umbrina  announced  at  once  (which  is  little  probable),  as  from 
the  South  Sea  and  from  Jamaica.  Its  height  is  4 times  in  its  length ; its 
barbel  is  short  and  j)ointed  ; all  its  teeth  are  in  fine  velvet ; the  lobes  be- 
fore its  upper  jaw  are  little  marked,  the  preopercular  denticulations  are 
pronounced;  though  much  altered,  we  do  not  see  that  it  has  spots,  and  it 
certainly  seems  a distinct  species.  Its  dorsal  spines  are  slender;  the  sec- 
ond anal  is  rather  strong.  Its  ventrals  are  ^ longer  than  the  pectorals. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  caudal  was  truncate.  Its  numbers  ap- 
proach those  of  the  2 preceeding  species.  D.  X-I,  25;  A.  II,  6.’’  (Cuvier 
& Valenciennes;  translation.)  A doubtful  species.  If  it  really  came  from 
Jamaica,  it  maj"  be  the  same  as  Umbrina  coroides,  but  the  fin  rays  are  said 
to  be  fewer.  Cuvier  A Valenciennes  counted  29  in  coroides.  The  name 
broussonctii  has  priority  over  coroides  if  the  2 are  the  same.  (Named  for 
P.  M.  Auguste  Broussonet,  doctor  of  medicine  at  Montx^elier  in  the  last  cen- 
tury; an  accurate  and  conscientious  naturalist.) 

Vmhrina  broiissonetii,  Cuvier  & Yauenciennes.  Hist.  Nat.  roi3s.,v,  187,  1830.  (Type,  a 
specimeu  in  Brou.ssonet’s  collection  suppo-sed  to  be  from  Jamaica.) 


1849.  UMBRIXA  COROIDES,* *  Cuvier  & Yalenciennes. 

Head  3|;  depth  3;  eye  3|  in  head.  D.  X-I,  27  or  28;  A.  II,  6 or  7 ; scales 
5-48-10.  Body  rather  stout,  the  back  somewhat  elevated;  mouth  moder- 
ate, maxillary  extending  to  middle  of  pupil;  teeth  villiform,  subequal, 
in  broad  bands;  preopercle  finely  denticulate  on  its  bony  edge;  barbel 
short;  second  dorsal  spine  highest,  If  in  head;  pectoral  fins  short  and 
small.  If  in  head,  not  reaching  to  tips  of  ventrals  nor  halfway  to  vent; 
caudal  truncate;  second  anal  spine  thick,  2^  in  head;  gill  rakers  5-|-9, 
slender  and  small.  Color  silvery,  darker  above;  body  with  about  9 dark 


te(ii  est  mal  employe  par  les  auteurs  modernes,  et  M.  Gill  citte  meme  le  Scicena  aquila 
comme  le  type  du  genre.”  (Bleeker,  1.  c.) 

In  quoting  JJmbrina  cirrosa  as  the  type  of  Artedi’s  genus  Scicena,  Bleeker  means  merely 
that  it  is  the  one  placed  first  by  Artedi  in  the  list  of  species. 

* Jordan  & Rutter  give  the  following  description  of  specimens  of  JJmbrina  coroides  in 
their  Fishes  of  Jamaica : Head  3^;  depth  3| ; eye  43  in  head.  D.  X-I,  27 ; A.  II,  6;  scales 
6-50-9.  Highest  point  of  dorsal  outline  at  anterior  third  of  spinous  dorsal,  the  anterior 
outline  more  strongly  curved.  Mouth  inferior,  horizontal  or  nearly  so;  teeth  equal,  in 
bands;  barbel  short,  blunt;  width  of  preorbital  equal  to  length  of  ejm;  nostrils  close 
together,  the  posterior  oblong  more  than  twice  as  large  as  anterior,  situated  immediately 
in  front  of  eye;  preopercle  finely  and  evenly  serrate  above  angle;  opercle  with  2 dull 
points,  not  extending  to  edge  of  marginal  membrane,  the  lower  somewhat  more  acute,  both 
evenly  projecting;  the  lobes  and  pores  in  front  of  the  mouth  well  developed.  Pectorals 
as  long  as  ventrals,  IJ  in  head,  inserted  under  opercular  membrane;  ventrals  inserted 
behind  pectorals,  the  outer  ray  with  a very  fine  filament.  Third  dorsal  spine  longest,  21 
in  head : caudal  slightly  eniafginate,  the  lower  angle  slightlj'  rounded,  upper  and  longest 
rays  1|  in  head,  or  equal  to  head  in  front  of  opercle.  Ground  color  steel  gray,  somewhat, 
silvery  (slightly  golden  in  one  specimen) ; 9 dusky  bars  on  side,  the  anterior  and  posterior 
less  distinct,  2 in  front  of  dorsal,  2 under  spinous  dorsal,  the  fifth  in  front  of  second  dorsal, 
the  last  at  end  of  dorsal;  each  row  of  scales  above  belly  with  a dark  line,  these  oblique 
aboA'e  lateral  line,  irregular  below;  tip  of  spinous  dorsal  black,  edge  of  soft  dorsal  dusky, 
ventral  and  tip  of  caudal  faintly  dusky,  underside  of  opercle  black.  This  description  "is 
based  on  3 perfect  .specimens  10  inches  long.  They  are  not  so  deep  as  the  figure  giA’en  by 
Cuvier  (117),  the  caudal  is  shorter,  and  there  are  2 fewer  rays  in  the  dorsal.  It  seems  best 
not  to  use  the  name  JJmbrina  broiissonetii  for  this  species,  as  the  short  account  given  by 
Cuvier  & Yalenciennes  does  notagree  Avith  the  species,  and  Broussonet’s  specimens  may 
not  have  come  from  Jamaica. 
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cross  bands,  besides  undulating  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales; 
spinous  dorsal  blackish.  West  Indies;  Florida  to  Brazil;  common  on 
sandy  coasts.  Here  described  from  2 specimens  taken  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Hen- 
shall  in  the  Indian  River,  Florida,  the  only  ones  yet  recorded  from  the 
United  States.  Our  specimens  from  Jamaica  are  rather  more  elongate  but 
are  probably  the  same,  (coro,  a local  name  of  Conodon  nohilis’,  Eido<i, 
resemblance,  from  the  dark  cross  bands.) 

Umbrina  coroides,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  187,  1830,  Brazil;  Poey, 
Eniimeratio,  48, 1875. 

Umbrina  bronssonnetii,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  277, 1860 ; Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  576, 1883, 
specimens  described  from  Indian  Piver,  Florida;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  422. 

1850.  UMBRINA  UONCADOR,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

(Yellow-finned  Roncador;  Yellow-tailed  Croaker.) 

Head  ; depth  3^;  eye  moderate,  in  snout,  5|  in  head,  in  inter- 
orbital  width.  D.  X-I,  27;  A.  II,  7;  scales  58.  Body  elliptical-elongate, 
the  back  somewhat  elevated,  the  curve  from  snout  to  dorsal  regular. 
Head  conical,  bluntish.  Mouth  horizontal,  the  maxillary  extending  to 
beyond  front  of  pupil.  Caudal  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer.  Second 
anal  spine  strong,  2|  in  head,  a little  shorter  than  third  dorsal  spine.  Pec- 
toral short  and  small,  not  reaching  tips  of  ventrals  and  not  halfway  to 
vent,  its  length  in  head.  Bright  silvery,  bluish  above,  with  brassy 
reflections;  sides  with  narrow,  distinct,  undulating  streaks  of  deep  olive, 
running  from  the  head  and  pectoral  region  upward  and  backward,  with 
some  abrupt  curvatures,  to  the  base  of  the  dorsal  fin,  sometimes  alternat- 
ing with  lines  of  spots;  no  vertical  bars;  cheeks  pure  white;  fins  mostly 
yellow;  peritoneum  black.  Length  15  inches.  Coast  of  southern  Cali- 
fornia, Point  Conception  to  Guaymas;  rather  common  about  San  Diego 
and  southward  on  shallow  sandy  shores;  a handsome  species,  brightly  col- 
ored in  life,  and  of  some  value  as  food,  {roncador,  grunter,  the  Spanish 
name.) 

Umbrina  nndulata,  Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Beitr.,  iii,  21,  1875;  not  of  Girard. 

Umbrina  roncador,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proe.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  277,  Pequena  Bay, 
west  coast  Lower  California  (Type,  No.  29371.  Coll.  Lieut.  Nichols) ; Jordan  Sc  Gil- 
bert, Synopsis,  576,  1883;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  l.c.,  422,  1889. 

1851.  UMBRINA  XANTI,  Gill. 

(CODORNIZ.) 

Head  33;  depth  3'; ; eye  41  in  head;  snout  3 to  3^.  D.  X-I,  26;  A-  11,6; 
scales  5-48-8.  Snout  longer  than  eye;  jireopercle  distinctly  serrate;  pro- 
file straight,  moderately  steep ; snout  rather  acute ; mouth  small,  inferior, 
the  maxillary  nearl}’^  reaching  middle  of  orbit,  its  length  2^  in  head;  teeth 
subequal;  gill  rakers  scarcely  developed,  4 -f-9;  third  dorsal  spine  highest. 
If  in  head;  anterior  dorsal  rays  much  longer  than  posterior  ones;  anal  fin 
pointed,  the  second  soft  ray  longest,  the  second  spine  very  strong,  2 in 
head;  ventrals  slightly  longer  than  jmctorals.  If  in  head;  lateral  line 
moderately  arched  anteriorly.  Color  bluish,  silvery  below ; conspicuous 
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dark  lines  following  the  rows  of  scales,  those  below  lateral  line  oblique  as 
well  as  those  above;  spinous  dorsal  dusky;  caudal,  anal,  and  ventrals 
bright  yellow;  opercles  dark  within.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America, 
Cape  San  Lucas  to  Panama;  a very  common  and  well-known  food-fish; 
taken  by  Dr.  Gilbert,  at  Mazatlan,  Punta  Arenas,  and  Panama.  (Named 
for  John  Xautus  de  Vasey.) 

JJmhrina  xanti,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1862,  256,  Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll.  Xaiitus) ; 
Jordan  & Eigenmann,  l.c.,  423,  1889;  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. 
1891,  159. 

JJmhrina  analis,  Gunther,  Fishes  Coutral  America,  387  and  426,  1869,  Panama. 

1852.  UMBKINA  SIAALOE,  Scofield. 

Head  Sf’,,;  depth  3f;  eye  3f;  snout  3^;  iuterorbital  space  4J;  tip  of 
snout  to  end  of  maxillary  21.  D.  X-I,  28;  A.  II,  6;  scales  7-51-10  (scales 
7 between  front  of  dorsal  and  lateral  line,  10  between  line  and  vent;  51 
pores  in  lateral  line  to  base  of  caudal).  Pectoral  If  in  head;  ventral  If; 
second  anal  spine  2f;  third  dorsal  spine  longest.  If  in  head;  gill  rakers 
6 9,  rather  slender,  about  f as  long  as  pu])!! ; distance  from  snout  to  anal 

If  in  length  of  body  (If  in  xanti) ; barbel  slender;  caudal  slightly  lunate, 
the  upper  lobe  the  longer.  Color  dark  above,  greenish  in  life,  silvery 
below;  a dark  blotch  on  opercle;  conspicuous  dark-olive  stripes  follow 
the  center  of  the  scale  rows  upward  and  backward  on  the  sides  and  back, 
stripes  about  f as  wide  as  pupil;  spinous  dorsal  dusky;  ventrals  and 
anal  pale,  without  punctulations ; lining  of  gill  cavity  quite  dark;  gill 
membranes  of  opercle  pale;  peritoneum  pale.  Resembles  U.  xanti  very 
closely;  but  is  distinguished  liy  the  dark  gill  cavity,  the  small  scales, 
small  second  anal  spine,  and  more  anterior  position  of  anal.  The  stripes 
on  the  body  are  slightly  darker,  not  so  undulating,  and  there  are  a few 
more  of  them,  due  to  the  smaller  and  more  regular  scales.  Length  8 
inches.  Mazatlan,  Mexico.  Several  specimens  obtained  in  company  with 
U.  xanti,  and  equally  abundant. 

Umbrina  mnaloce,  Scofield,  Proc.  Gal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  220,  pi.  25,  Mazatlan.  (Coll.  Hop- 
kins Exp.  to  Sinaloa.  Type,  No.  1632,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 

1853.  UHBRINA  (JALAPAGOllUM,  Steimlacliner. 

Hea(l3f  to  3f ; depth  31  to  3f ; eye  5 in  head;  snout  longer  than  eye,  3 to 
3f  in  head.  D.  X-I,  28  or  29;  A.  II,  6';  scales  50  to  53.  Second  anal  spine 
short  and  thickisli,  3 in  head.  Back  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  steep 
and  rather  convex;  snout  blunt,  much  protruding;  mouth  small,  horizon- 
tal, the  maxillary  reaching  just  past  pupil,  3 in  head;  preopercle  finely 
and  sharply  serrate;  gill  rakers  very  small;  pectoral  short.  If  in  head; 
longest  dorsal  spine  2 ; caudal  fin  slightly  lunate,  the  upjier  lobe  the  longer ; 
scales  above  lateral  line  in  very  oblique  series,  in  oblique  series  below 
lateral  line  anteriorly.  Color,  grayish,  yellow  below;  faint  dark  lines 
along  the  scales  on  the  upper  half  of  the  body,  golden  lines  on  scales  below  ; 
dorsals  finely  ])unctulate;  fins  pale;  gill  cavity  pale  within.  Galapagos 
Archipelago.  Here  described  from  1 of  Dr.  Steindachner’s  original  types. 
JJmhrina  galapagorxtm,  Steindachner,  Ichtb.  Beitr.,  Vil,  20,  1878,  James  Island, 
Galapagos;  JORDAN  <fc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  423,  1889. 
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1854.  LMBRINA  DORSALIS,  Gill. 

Head  3^;  depth  3.  D.  X-I,  29  to  31.  A.  II,  7;  orbit  4^  in  head;  snout 
3|;  maxillary  2f;  highest  dorsal  spine  If;  second  anal  spine  2i ; caudal 
fin  If;  pectorals  If;  ventrals  If.  Body  moderately  elongate;  back  some- 
what arched;  profile  evenly  convex  from  snout  to  dorsal  fin  ; ventral  out- 
line curved,  the  base  of  the  anal  fin  but  little  more  oblique  than  the 
general  ventral  contour;  caudal  peduncle  at  the  narrowest  place  about  2f 
in  head.  Mouth  oblique,  rather  large,  lower  jaw  included;  snout  pro- 
jecting a little  b<?yond  premaxillaries ; maxillary  reaching  vertical  from 
the  posterior  border  of  pupil;  teeth  in  villiform  bands,  those  of  outer  row 
in  upper  jaw  enlarged,  stronger  in  front;  interorbital  space  convex,  about 
4 in  head;  preorbital  a little  narrower  than  width  of  orbit;  anterior  nos- 
tril with  a raised  margin,  the  posterior  part  of  which  forms  a low  llap; 
anterior  and  posterior  margins  of  the  other  nostril  with  similar  flaps; 
barbel  of  lower  jaw  thick,  blunt;  edge  of  preopercle  finely  serrate;  gill 
rakers  short,  5 + 9 or  10.  Lateral  line  becoming  straight  at  a point  dorsal 
to  the  posterior  part  of  the  base  of  anal  fin  ; scales  in  lateral  line  53;  in  the 
series  from  lateral  line  to  first  dorsal  spine,  9;  to  vent,  14  or  15.  Dorsal 
spines  moderately  strong,  the  third  highest;  first  dorsal  rays  highest,  the 
others  gradually  becoming  lower,  the  last  less  than  f the  height  of  first; 
second  anal  spine  very  strong,  not  reaching  tips  of  last  rays  of  dejiressed 
fin;  upper  lobe  of  caudal  produced,  acute,  the  lower  lobe  rounded;  ven- 
trals slightly  filiform  at  the  tips.  Color  bluish,  silvery  below,  dark  streaks 
along  the  rows  of  scales;  dorsals  rather  duskj',  growing  darker  on  edges; 
lower  fins  creamy  reddish.  Pacific  coast.  Cape  San  Lucas  to  Panama; 
rare;  recorded  from  Cape  San  Lueas,  Mazatlan,  and  Panama.  Here 
described  from  2 large  specimens  (260  and  305  mm.  long),  taken  by  Dr. 
Gilbert  at  Panama.  The  original  types,  from  Cape  San  Lucas,  are  but  4 
inches  long,  (dorsalis,  pertaining  to  the  back,  from  the  many  dorsal 
rays.) 

TJmhrina  dorsalis,  GiLL,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  257,  Cape  San  Lucas;  very  young; 
(Coll.  Xantus) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mas.  1882,  :}63;  Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Bull.  U.  S.  Fi.sh  Coinin.  1882,  107;  Jordan  Sc  Kioenmann,  1.  c.,  423,  1889. 

591.  MENTICIRRHUS,  Gill. 

(Kingfisii.) 

Menticirrhus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pljila.  1861,  86  (albiirnus). 

? Cirrimens,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,17  (ophiocephalus). 

TJmhrula,  Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann,  Review  Sciicnida-,  424,  1889  (Uttoralis) . 

Body  comparatively  elongate,  little  compressed;  head  long,  subconic, 
the  bluntish  snout  considerably  projecting  beyond  the  mouth;  mouth 
small,  horizontal,  both  jaws  with  bands  of  villiform  teeth,  the  outer  teeth 
in  the  upper  jaw  more  or  less  enlarged;  chin  with  a single  stoutish  bar- 
bel; preopercle  with  its  membranaceous  edge  serrulate;  gill  rakers  short 
and  tubercular  or  obsolete;  dorsal  spines  high,  slender,  10  or  11  in  number 
(13  in  Cirrimens)'  second  dorsal  long  and  low;  caudal  fin  with  the  lower 
angle  rounded,  the  upper  sharp ; anal  fin  with  a single  weak  spine ; no  air 
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bladder.  Lo^Ye^  pharyngeals  separate,  the  teeth  varying  from  sharp  to 
very  obtuse.  This  genus  is  one  of  the  most  strongly  marked  in  the  family. 
It  has  been  confounded  by  all  European  writers  with  Umhrina,  with  which 
it  has  not  very  much  in  common  except  the  presence  of  the  barbel  at  the 
chin.  All  the  species  are  American,  and  all  bottom  fishes.  The  low, 
elongate  body,  the  large  pectorals,  and  the  obsolete  air  bladder  are  all 
characters  related  to  this  peculiarity  of  habit.  The  genus  or  subgenus 
Cirrimens  {opMocepliaJus)  from  Chile  difiers  in  the  larger  number  (13)  of 
dorsal  spines  (mentum,  chin;  cb'rhus,  barbel). 


MeNTICIRRHUS  : 

a.  Dorsal  spines  usually  11 ; bead  not  terete,  depressed,  with  low  snout. 

b.  Gill  rakers  obsolete,  reduced  to  tubercular  prominences,  covered  with  teeth 
similar  to  those  on  the  other  gill  arches,  more  developed  in  the  young ; lower 
pharyngeals  narrow ; the  teeth  villiform  or  cardiform,  all  of  them  acute  or 
conical,  none  with  rounded  heads  (molar) ; teeth  in  the  outer  series  of  upper 
jaw  more  or  less  enlarged;  scales  on  breast  large. 

c.  Soft  dorsal  rather  short,  its  rays  I,  18  to  I,  22;  snout  prominent. 

d.  Snout  very  prominent,  3^  in  head,  its  tip  projecting  beyond  the  pre- 
maxillaries  for  a distance  aboxit  f diameter  of  eye;  spinous  dor- 
sal elevated,  its  longest  spines  IJ  in  head,  reaching  beyond  front  of 
soft  dorsal;  eye  large,  hut  much  smaller  than  in  Jlf.  nasus,  in 
head;  pectorals  li  in  head.  SIMUS,  1855. 

dd.  Snout  less  prominent,  about  4 in  head,  its  tip  not  recurved. 

e.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  22,  the  spines  rather  high ; eye  very  large,  4^  in 
head,  snout  much  projecting;  pectoral  1^  in  head. 

NAsrs,  1856. 

ee.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  19  or  20;  dorsal  spines  lower,  the  longest  barely 
reaching  soft  dorsal. 

/.  Snout  rather  short  and  blnnt,  3f  in  head,  projecting  beyond 
premaxillaries  nearly  | a diameter  of  the  eye;  eye 
small,  7 in  head;  maxillary  reaching  to  posterior  margin 
of  pupil,  3 in  head;  outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  much 
enlarged;  pectoral  long,  1|  in  head;  ventral  2|  in  head; 
longest  dorsal  spine  as  long  as  pectoral ; upper  lobe  of 
caudal  acute,  lower  lobe  rounded,  brownish  above, 
lighter  below;  lower  fins  with  considerable  black. 

PANAMENSIS,  1857. 


cc.  Soft  dorsal  longer,  its  rays  I,  23  to  I,  25. 

g.  Mouth  comparatively  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  below  middle  of 
eye,  2|  to  3^  in  head ; teeth  on  lower  pharyngeals  acute ; back  and 
sides  usually  with  oblique  dusky  bars ; lower  lobe  of  caudal  the 
longer. 

h.  Outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  decidedly  enlarged;  dorsal  spines  not 
much  elevated,  the  longest  usually  not  reaehing  front  of  soft 
dorsal,  to  1|  in  head.  Coloration,  grayish  silvery,  the  dark 
markings  not  pronounced  and  often  obsolete. 
i.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  22  or  23;  snout  rather  shorter  and  le.ss 
pointed  than  in  -If.  americanus,  3J  in  heml ; mouth  smaller, 
the  maxillary  3 in  head.  Coloration  usually  plain,  some- 
times very  dark,  otherwise  as  in  Menticirrhus  americanus. 

MARTIXICENSIS,  1858. 

u.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  24  or  25;  snoitt  longer,  3^  in  head;  maxil- 
lary reaching  nearly  to  middle  of  eje,  24  to  3 in  head; 
eye  small,  2 in  snout;  teeth  villiform,  in  broad  bands, 
the  outer  series  of  the  upper  jaw  very  much  enlarged, 
larger  than  in  the  other  species;  ventrals  short,  in 
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pectorals;  pectorals  IJ  in  head;  caudal  /-shaped,  the 
broad  rounded  lower  lobe  longer  tlian  the  acute  upper ; 
scales  all  ctenoid,  those  of  the  breast  larger  and  regu- 
larly placed.  Color  grayish  silvery,  with  obscure  darker 
. clouds  along  the  back  and  sides,  these  marks  forming 

dusky  bars,  running  obliquely  forward  and  downward  to 
considerably  below  the  lateral  line,  these  often  obsolete; 
the  bar  at  the  nape  saddle-like;  lining  of  gill  cavity* 
dusky;  pectoral  yellowish,  dusky  at  tip;  an  obscure 
dusky  streak  along  the  lower  parts  of  sides  running  into 
lower  lobe  of  caudal.  americanus,  1859. 

lih.  Outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  less  enlarged ; spinous  dorsal  elevated, 
the  longest  spine  reaching  past  front  of  soft  doi’sal,  its  length 
in  head;  coloration  strongly  marked,  body  scarcely  sil- 
very; eyes  small,  in  snout,  2 in  interorbital  area,  about  7 
in  head;  .snout  long,  bluntish,  3|  in  head;  mouth  large;  max- 
illary reaching  middle  of  eye,  2|  in  head;  pectorals  If  in 
head.  Color  dusky  gray  above,  sometimes  blackish,  the  back 
and  sides  with  distinct  dark  oblique  cross  bands  running 
downward  and  forward,  the  anterior  1 at  the  nape  extend- 
ing downward,  meeting  the  second  and  thus  forming  a 
V-shaped  blotch  on  each  side;  a dark  lateral  streak  bound- 
ing the  pale  color  of  the  belly,  most  distinct  posteriorly,  and 
extending  on  lower  lobe  of  caudal;  inside  of  gill  cavity 
scarcely  dusky ; pectorals  dark.  saxatilis,  1860. 

gg.  Mouth  smaller,  the  maxillary  reaching  scarcely  to  front  of  eye, 
3^  in  head;  teeth  on  lower  pharyngeals  bluntish;  coloration 
grayish,  with  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales.  Snout  long, 
little  projecting,  3f  in  bead;  eye  small,  7 in  head,  2J  in  snout,  1| 
in  interorbital  area ; outer  teeth  in  upper  jaw  moderately  enlarged ; 
lower  pharyngeals  a little  broader  than  in  M.  americanus,  the 
teeth  coarser,  and  many  of  them  bluntish,  none  of  them  really 
molar;  pectorals  in  head;  scales  all  ctenoid.  Color  sooty  gray- 
ish, with  bright  retiections;  the  back,  all  the  fins,  and  under  side 
of  head  dusky;  undulating  lines  along  sides  running  upward  and 
backward,  made  of  dark  points  in  center  of  each  scale;  back  often 
with  very  faint  dark  cross  bars;  edge  of  opercle  dusky;  lining  of 
gill  cavity  slightly  dusky.  undulatus,  1861. 

Umbrula  {umbra,  shade) : 

bh.  Gill  rakers  present,  very  short  and  rather  slender;  lower  pharyngeals  rather  broad; 
some  or  most  of  tJie  teeth  molar,  that  is,  enlarged,  with  thickened  rounded 
heads,  the  molar  teeth  covering  at  least  the  anterior  portion  of  the  bone;  teeth 
in  the  outer  series  of  upper  jaw  scarcely  larger  than  the  others  : scales  on  breast 
small. 

j.  Upper  lobe  of  caudal  longer  than  lower;  scales  rather  small,  about  25  in  an 
oblique  series  from  vent  forward  to  lateral  line ; axillary  scale  ^ length  of 
pectoral;  snout  very  little  projecting;  gill  rakers  very  short,  3-f5,  the 
longest  about  J diameter  of  pupil;  lower  pharyngeal  bones  narrower  than 
in  littoralis;  body  more  elongate  than  in  other  species;  eye  small,  7 in  head; 
snout  long,  3 in  head ; mouth  small,  the  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  front  of 
eye;  anterior  soft  rays  of  dorsal  alrtost  twice  as  long  as  the  posterior  ones. 
Color  bluish  on  sides  and  back,  silvery  below,  without  stripes  or  bands. 

ELONGATUS,  1862. 

jj.  Upper  lobe  of  caudal  not  longer  than  lower;  scales  rather  large,  15  to  18  in  an 
oblique  series  from  vent  upward  and  forward  to  lateral  line;  axillary  scale 
not  ^ length  of  pectoral;  snout  distinctly  projecting  beyond  mouth,  3^  in 
head;  gill  rakers  larger  than  in  other  species,  the  longest  about  J length  of 
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pupil,  the  number  a; + 7;  lower  pharyngeal  hones  broad.  Color  silvery 
gray  above,  -with  bluish  and  bronze  reflections,  immaculate ; a dark  bronze 
shade  along  sides  on  level  of  pectorals,  extending  to  tail  and  along  cheeks; 
belly  below  this  abruptly  w'hite;  dorsals  light  brown,  spinous  dorsal  black 
at  tip,  the  base  narrowly  white;  caudal  pale,  its  tip  usually  black ; inner 
lining  of  pectoral  and  A'entrals  blackish;  gill  cavity  pale,  littoralis,  1863. 

1855.  MEXTICIRRHUS  SI.IIUS,  Jordan  Sc  Eigenmann. 

Head3|;  depth  4;  eye  5f  iuliead;  snout  34.  D.X-I,  22;  A.  I,  8;  scales 
6-52-10.  Body  robust:  back  somewhat  compressed  aud  regularly  arched; 
depth  about  uniform  between  the  first  dorsal  spine  and  the  first  soft  ray ; 
caudal  peduncle  rather  heavy;  distance  from  last  dorsal  ray  to  beginning 
of  middle  caudal  ray  slightly  more  than  2 in  head.  Head  subconical; 
profile  steep,  slightly  depressed  over  the  posterior  part  of  eyes;  snout 
abruptly  blunted,  turned  up  anteriorly,  suggesting  the  form  of  snout  in 
the  serpent  Heterodon;  5 large  incisions  in  the  upper  lip,  3 large  oval  aud 
3 small  round  pores  above  them,  as  in  other  species  of  Alenticirrlius •,  mouth 
horizontal,  inferior,  the  snout  extending  4 of  its  length  beyond  the  pre- 
maxillary; maxillary  extending  past  middle  of  eye,  slightly  more  than  3 
in  head.  Teeth  in  lower  jaw  villiform  in  rather  broad  bands;  upper  jaw 
with  a baud  of  small  teeth  and  an  outer  series  of  enlarged  ones ; largest  teeth 
of  the  outer  series  slightly  longer  than  the  anterior  nostril;  preopercle  with 
fine  widely  placed  teeth  on  its  membranous  border;  gill  rakers  obsolete; 
pseudobrauchise  very  large;  lower  pharyngeal  teeth  villiform,  those  of 
the  inner  series  much  enlarged;  first  dorsal  beginning  behind  base  of 
pectoral,  the  first  spine  minute,  the  second  spine  highest,  reaching  to 
third  dorsal  ray,  14  in  head;  posterior  margin  of  si^inous  dorsal  deeply 
concave;  dorsal  soft  rays  low,  subequal;  caudal  unequally  lunate,  the 
upper  lobe  much  the  longer,  14  in  head;  anal  inserted  under  fifth  dorsal 
rajq  its  spine  weak,  5 in  head;  the  anterior  anal  rays  much  the  longer, 
but  not  extending  to  tip  of  last  rays;  ventrals  If  in  pectorals;  pectorals 
1^  in  head.  Scales  large,  all  strongly  ctenoid,  those  in  the  lateral  line 
and  those  above  it  more  or  less  covered  with  smaller  ones;  soft  dorsal 
with  a very  narrow  scaly  sheath;  bases  of  pectorals  aud  caudal  densely 
scaly,  the  rest  of  the  fins  naked.  Color  grayish  above,  lighter  below; 
lower  parts  of  sides  with  numerous  dark  points;  faint  lines  following  the 
rows  of  scales  above;  spinous  dorsal. dusky,  anal  with  dark  specks;  axil 
and  inner  margin  of  pectoral  dusky;  other  fins  idain;  lining  of  gill  cavity 
dusky.  This  species  seems  to  differ  from  Menticirrlms  nasus  in  the  size  of 
the  eye,  the  size  of  the  teeth,  and  the  size  andshape  of  the  snout.  Dr.  Jordan 
has  examined  the  type  of  J/.  nasus  and  verified  the  description  of  Giinther. 
The  large  size  of  the  eye  in  21.  nasus  is  not  due  to  the  immaturity  of  the 
tyi)ical  example.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America;  Mazatlan  to  Panama, 
rather  common  in  the  surf.  Here  described  from  the  type,  (simus,  pug- 
nosed.) 

Menticirrlms  nasus,  Jordax  A-  Gilbert,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Ei-sli  Comm.  1882,  107  and  111;  not 
JJmbrina  nasus,  Gunther. 

Menticirrlms  simus,  Jordan  Sc  Eigenmann,  Keview  Sciienidm,  427, 1889,  Mazatlan.  (Type, 
Ko.  28292.  Coll.  Gilbert.) 
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1S56.  MENTICIBBHUS  NASUS  (Giiuther). 

Head  31;  deptli  4;  eye  41  in  head.  D.X-I,  22;  A.  I,  8;  scales  6-54-14. 
Eye  very  large;  snout  projecting  beyond  lower  jaw  for  a distance  about 
equal  to  1 the  diameter  of  the  eye;  mouth  small,  inferior,  the  maxillary 
reaching  to  below  middle  of  eye,  3 in  head;  pectoral  11  in  head,  caudal  fin 
/-shaped,  the  upper  lobe  pointed,  the  lower  rounded.  Color,  silvery;  fins 
blackish.  Panama;  rare.  Here  described  from  the  type  and  from  a small 
specimen,  the  second  known,  taken  by  Dr.  Gilbert  at  Panama.  It  is  close 
to  Menticirrhus  sinius,  but  the  eye  is  larger,  the  snout  longer,  (iiasus,  long- 
nosed.) 

TTmhrina  nasus,  Gunther,  Fishes  Central  America,  387  and  426,  1869,  Panama;  Jordan, 
Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1883, 289. 

Menticirrhus  nasus,  Jordan  A Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  429, 1889. 

1857.  MENTlflBBHUS  PANAHEASIS  (Steindachner). 

Head  3^;  depth  4.  D.  X-I,  19  to  21;  A.  I,  9;  orbit  7 in  head;  snout  3f ; 
maxillary  31;  highest  dorsal  spine  anal  spine  5;  caudal  If ; ventrals 
2| ; pectorals  If.  Body  elongate,  not  much  compressed ; back  elevated, 
the  outline  Imt  little  curved  from  snout  to  first  dorsal  spine;  from  the 
latter  point  it  descends  in  a straight  line  to  the  caudal  peduncle;  ventral 
outline  rounded;  caudal  peduncle  3f  in  head.  Head  long,  somewhat  con- 
ical; mouth  a little  oblique;  maxillary  extending  to  the  vertical  from 
posterior  j)art  of  pupil,  3 in  head;  outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  much  enlarged; 
those  of  lower  jaw  subequal;  snout  blunt,  projecting  beyond  the  pre- 
maxillaries  nearly  f the  diameter  of  eye;  int<“rorbital  space  llattish  4f  in 
head;  ])reorbital  7 in  head;  barbel  narrow,  with  a conical  base;  gill  rakers 
tubercular.  Shape  of  lateral  line  like  that  of  dorsal  contour;  scales  in 
lateral  line  50  or  51,  in  the  seri('s  from  lateral  line  to  first  dorsal  spine  8, 
to  vent  17  or  18.  First  dorsal  sjiine  minute,  the  third  longest;  first  dorsal 
rays  highest,  the  fin  becoming  gradually  lower  posteriorly ; anal  spine 
weak,  f as  long  as  the  rays ; uiiper  lobe  of  caudal  acute,  a little  shorter 
than  the  rounded  lower  lobe ; pectorals  large  and  strong.  Color  brownish 
above,  lighter  below,  the  lower  parts  more  or  less  thickly  speckled  with 
brownish  dots,  these  disa])pearing  almost  entirely  on  the  breast;  dorsal 
and  caudal  fins  dusky,  with  darker  margins;  lower  fins  with  considerable 
black.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  IMazatlan  to  Panama;  rather 
common  at  Panama. 

JJmhrina  panameyisis,*  Steindachner,  Iclith.  Beitr..  iv,  9,  1875,  Panama. 

Menticirrhus panamensis,  Jordan  A Giurert,  Bull.  IT.  S.  Fish  Com.  1882,  107;  Jordan  A 
Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  429,  1889. 

1858.  MENTK'IBBHIIS  IIABTIMCEXSIS  (Cuvier  A Yalenciomies). 

(Jewsharp  Drummer.) 

Head  3|;  depth  44  ; snout  34  in  head.  D.  X-I,  22  to  24;  A.  I,  7 ; scales 
6-52  to  55-10,  54  pores.  Mouth  comparatively  large,  the  maxillary  reach- 
ing to  below  middle  of  eye,  2f  to  3f  in  head;  teeth  on  lower  pharyugeals 

* Steindaclmer’s  remark,  “Die  Ilolie  des  liingsten  3.  Dorsalstachels  gleicht  der  Lange 
der  Caudale  oder  der  Pectorale,”  is  far  from  correct  in  adult  specimens.  The  young  have 
the  dorsal  higher  and  the  pectorals  shorter,  hut  agree  otherwise  fairly  with  his  descrip- 
tion. The  coloration  is  much  darker  than  stated  by  him. 
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acute;  outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  decidedly  enlarged.  Dorsal  spines  not 
much  elevated,  the  longest  usually  not  reaching  front  of  soft  dorsal,  H 
to  If  in  head.  Lower  lobe  of  caudal  longest.  Snout  rather  shorter  and 
less  pointed  than  in  M.  americanus;  mouth  smaller,  the  maxillary  3 in 
head.  Coloration  usually  plain,  sometimes  very  dark;  hack  and  sides 
usually  with  oblique  dusky  bars.  West  Indies  to  Patagonia;  very  com- 
mon on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  where  it  replaces  the  closely  related  M.  ameri- 
canus, from  which  it  is  not  well  separated.  Our  specimens  are  from 
Jamaica.  (Named  for  Martinique,  the  type  locality.) 

JJmhrina  martinicensis,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  186,  1830,  Mar- 
tinique ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  277, 1860 ; Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  539. 

Umbrina  gracilis.  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  189,  1830,  Brazil;  Gun- 
ther, Cat.,  II,  277, 1860 ; Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  539. 

Umbrina  arenata,  Cuvier  6c  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  190,  1830,  Brazil ; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  276, 1860. 

Umbrina  januaria.  Steindachner,  Iclith.  Beitr.,  V,  122, 1876,  Rio  Janeiro. 

Menticirrhiis  martinicensis U Jordan  Sc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  429,  1889;  Berg.,  Ann.  Mus. 
Buen.  Aires  1895,  56. 

1869.  MENTICIRRHUS  AMERICANUS  (Linnieus). 

(Carolina  Whiting ; Sand  Whiting.) 

Head  3f ; depth  4 to  5;  eye  6f  in  head;  snout  3f.  D.  X-I,  24  or  25;  A. 

7 ; scales  6-55, 12  pores.  Maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  middle  of  eye,  2f 
to  3 ill  head;  eye  small;  teeth  villiform,  in  broad  hands,  the  outer  series 
of  the  upper  jaw  very  much  enlarged,  larger  than  in  the  other  species; 
ventrals  short.  If  in  pectorals;  pectorals  If  in  head;  caudal /-shaped,  the 
broad  rounded  lower  lobe  longer  than  the  acute  upper;  scales  all  ctenoid, 
those  of  the  breast  larger  and  regularly  placed.  Color,  grayish  silvery, 
with  obscure  darker  clouds  along  the  hack  and  sides,  these  marks  form- 
ing dusky  bars,  running  obliquely  forward  and  downward  to  considerably 
below  the  lateral  line,  these  often  obsolete;  the  bar  at  the  nape  saddle- 
like;  lining  of  gill  cavity  dusky;  pectoral  yellowish,  dusky  at  tip;  an 
obscure  dusky  streak  along  lower  part  of  sides  running  into  lower  lobe 
of  caudal.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United  States,  Chesa- 
peake Bay  to  Texas;  very  common  on  the  sandy  coasts  of  our  Southern 
States,  where  it  is  a food-fish  of  some  importance. 


* We  have  examined  the  types  of  Umbrina  martinicensis  and  U.  gracilis  in  the  museum 
at  Paris;  also  numerous  specimens  in  the  museum  at  Cambridge,  apparently  identical 
with  these,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  Victoria,  Bahia,  and  Montevideo.  The 
species  seems  to  be  as  common  in  South  America  as  its  analogue,  M.  americanus.  is  in 
North  America.  The  two  are  exceedingly  alike,  and  martinicensis  is  probably  a geo- 
graphical variety  of  the  other,  distinguished  perhaps  by  a slightly  smaller  number  of 
rays  in  the  dorsal  tin.  Were  it  not  that  the  Sciainoid  fauna  of  South  America  is  chiefly 
ditfereut  from  that  of  North  America,  we  should  scarcely  hesitate  to  place  martinicensis 
in  the  synonymy  of  americanus.  Umbrina  januaria  is  apparently  based  upon  the  speci- 
mens from  Rio  Janeiro  examined  by  us.  U^nbrina  gracilis  was  based  on  the  dried  skin 
of  a young  example,  distorted  and  varnished.  Umbrina  arenata.  as  described  by  Cuvier 
& Valenciennes,  does  not  differ  at  all  from  M.  martinicensis.  As  described  by  t)r.  Giin- 
ther,  the  scales  are  72  to  78  in  arenata.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  Gunther  has  counted 
not  the  pores,  but  the  number  of  vertical  series  of  scales,  and  these  range  from  70  to  80  in 
nearly  all  of  our  spjecies,  the  number  exceeding  the  number  of  pores  by  about  20,  and 
similarly  exceeding  the  number  of  oblique  series.  We  see  no  reason,  therefore,  for  not 
placing  arenafa  in  the  synonomy  oi  martinicensis.  (Jordan  & Eigenmann.) 
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Alburnus  americanus  (the  Whiting),  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Carolinas,  etc.,  pi.  12,  f.  2, 1736, 
Carolina. 

Cypnnus  americanus,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  321, 1758,  Carolina;  based  on  the  Whiting 
of  Catesby  ; not  Cyprinus  americanus  of  the  twelfth  edition  of  the  Systema  Naturai, 
Avhich  is  a Cyprinoid. 

rerca  alburnus,  Linn.*:us,  Sj’st.  Nat.,  Ed.  xil,  482, 1876,  Charleston.  (Coll.  Dr.  Garden.) 

Umbrina  phalcena,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1858,  167,  Indianola,  Brazos  San- 
tiago; Girard,  U.  S.  and  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  13, 1859. 

Centropomus  alburnus,  Lac^pede,  Hist.  Nat.,  Poiss.,  iv,  249, 257, 264, 1802. 

Umbrina  alburnus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  180, 1830;  Gunther,  Cat., 
II,  275, 1860. 

Menticirrhus  alburnus,  Joud AS  Sl  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  577, 1883. 

Menticirrhus  americanus,  JoTiV AS  & Eigenmann,  i.  c.,  430, 1889. 


1860.  MEXTICIRRHIIS  SAXATILIS  (Bloch  & Schneider). 

(Ningfish;  Sea  Mink;  Northern  Whiting.) 

Head  3|  to  4 ; depth  to  4f ; eye*7  in  head ; snout  3|.  D.  X-I,  26  or  27 ; A.  1, 
8 ; scales  7-53, 14  pores.  Outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  less  enlarged ; spinous  dor- 
sal elevated,  the  longest  spine  reaching  past  front  of  soft  dorsal,  its  length 
1|  iu  head;  coloration  strongly  marked,  body  scarcely  silvery.  Profile 
slightly  depressed  above  the  eyes;  eye  small,  21  in  snout,  2 in  interorbi- 
tal area;  snout  long,  bluntish;  mouth  large;  maxillary  reaching  middle 
of  eye,  2|  in  head;  ventrals  14  in  pectorals,  which  are  If  in  head;  scales 
all  ctenoid.  Color  dusky  gray  above,  sometimes  blackish,  the  back  and 
sides  with  distinct  dark  oblique  cross  bands  running  downward  and  for- 
ward, the  anterior  one  at  the  nape  extending  downward,  meeting  the 
second  and  thus  forming  a V-shaped  blotch  on  each  side;  a dark  lateral 
streak  bounding  the  pale  color  of  the  belly,  most  distinct  posteriorly,  and 
extending  on  lower  lobe  of  caudal;  inside  of  gill  cavity  scarcely  dusky; 
pectorals  dark.  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United  States,  Cape  Ann 
to  Key  West  and  Pensacola;  most  common  northward  on  sandy  bottoms. 
An  excellent  food  fish.  This  species  is  generally  common  along  the  coasts 
of  our  Northern  States,  its  greatest  abundance  being  north  of  the  limit 
of  M.  americanus,  a species  which  it  very  closely  resembles,  the  differences 
being  of  minor  importance.  Southward  its  distribution  seems  to  be  pecu- 
liar. A large  specimen  was  obtained  by  Dr.  Jordan  at  Pensacola  and 
several  small  ones  at  Key  West.  All  these  are  very  dark  in  color,  but 
not  otherwise  evidently  difiereut  from  the  common  northern  form,  {sax- 
atilis,  pertaining  to  rocks.) 

Johnius  saxatilis,*  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  75, 1801,  New  York. 

Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1883,288  (note  on  type  of  Bloch 

& Schneider.) 

Umbrina  nebulosa,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  275, 1860. 

Menticirrhus  nebulosus,  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  577, 1883. 

Menticirrhus  saxatilis,JoKDAS  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  431, 1889. 


* The  original  type  of  Johnius  saxatilis,  sent  by  Schopf  to  Bloch,  is  still  in  the  museum 
at  Berlin,  where  it  has  been  examined  by  us.  The  name  saxatilis  for  i he  Whiting,  like 
that  of  regalis  for  the  Weaklish,  came  about  through  a confusion  of  the  vernacular 
names,  the  supposed  ‘Kinghsh”  being  named  'Mohnius  regalis"  by  Bloch,  and  the  sup- 
posed “Rocklish,"  '•'Johnius  saxatilis." 
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1861.  MEXTICIRRHUS  INDULATUS  (Girard). 

(California  ’W'hiting;  Sand  Sucker.) 

Head!;  depth  4 to  5;  eye  7 in  head;  snout  Si.  D.  X-I,  25  or  26;  A.  I,  8; 
scales  7-60-11.  Month  smaller,  the  maxillary  reaching  scarcely  to  front  of 
eye,  31  in  head;  teeth  on  lower  pharyngeals  hlnntish.  Snout  long,  little 
projecting;  eye  small,  in  snout,  14  in  interorhital  area;  outer  teeth  in 
upper  jaw  moderately  enlarged,  about  as  in  M,  saxatilis ; lower  pharyn- 
geals a little  broader  than  in  M.  americamis,  the  teeth  coarser,  and  many 
of  them  hlnntish,  none  of  them  really  molar,  those  of  the  inner  posterior 
corner  of  the  hone  much  enlarged ; highest  dorsal  spines  14  in  head,  their 
tips  reaching  to  soft  rays;  ventrals  14  in  pectorals,  which  are  11  in  head; 
scales  all  ctenoid.  Color  sooty  grayish,  with  bright  reflections;  the  hack, 
all  the  fins,  and  under  side  of  head  dusky;  undulating  lines  along  sides 
running  upward  and  backward,  made  of  dark  points  in  center  of  each 
scale;  hack  often  with  very  faint  dark  cross  bars;  edge  of  opercle  dusky; 
lining  of  gill  cavity  slightly  dusky.  Southern  California,  north  to  Santa 
Barbara ; rather  common  along  the  sandy  coasts ; a food-fish  of  moderate 
importance,  (undulatus,  waved.) 

Vmbrina  vndulata,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  PMla.  1854,  148,  San  Diego,  California 
(Coll.  A Cassidy) ; young  individual;  Girard,  G.  S.  P.  R.  R.  Survey,  x,  101,  1858. 
Menticirrhiis  undulatus,  Jordan  &c  Gilbert,  Sj  nopsis,  578  and  933, 1883 ; Jordan  & Eigen- 
MANN,  I.C.,  432,  1889. 

Subgenus  UMBRURA,  Jordan  & Eigenmann. 

1862.  MEXTK’IRRHrS  ELOAGATUS  (Gunther). 

(Verrugata.) 

Head  3^;  depth  4f ; eye  small,  24  in  snout,  7 in  head;  snout  long,  3 in 
head.  D.  X-I,  22  to  24 ; A.  1, 7 ; scales  5-53-13.  Upper  lobe  of  caudal  longer 
than  lower;  scales  rather  small,  about  25  in  an  oblique  series  from  vent 
forward  to  lateral  line ; axillary  scale  4 length  of  pectoral ; snout  very  little 
projecting;  gill  rakers  very  short,  3-f  5,  the  longest  about  ^ diameter  of 
pupil;  lower  pharyngeal  hones  narrower  than  in  littoral  is,  the  molar  teeth 
smaller,  covering  the  whole  anterior  part  of  the  hone;  conical  teeth  on 
posterior  part  of  the  hone,  the  outermost  row  enlarged ; body  more  elon- 
gate than  in  other  species;  profile  low,  little  convex;  month  small,  the 
maxdlary  scarcely  reaching  front  of  pupil,  3 in  head ; second  dorsal  spine 
If  in  head , anterior  soft  rays  of  dorsal  almost  twice  as  long  as  the  poste- 
rior ones;  caudal  with  an /-shaped  margin;  ventrals  If  in  pectorals;  pec- 
torals If  in  head.  Color  bluish  on  sides  and  hack,  silvery  below,  without 
stripes  or  hands.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  Mazatlan  to  Panama ; 
very  common  in  the  surf  in  shallow  water.  Its  relations  are  evidently 
with  flf.  littoralis,  hut  in  several  respects  it  represents  a transition  toward 
Menticirrhus  undulatus,  its  nearest  relative  among  the  typical  Menticirrlii. 
This  relation  prevents  us  from  regarding  Umbrula  as  a genus  distinct  from 
Menticirrhus,  as  its  characters  would  seem  to  indicate,  (elongatus,  elongate. ) 

JJmhHna  elongata,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Loud.  1864, 148,  Chiapas;  Gunther,  Eishes 
Central  America,  387  and  425,  pi.  64,  fig.  2,  1869. 

Menticirrhus  elongatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Eisli  Comm.  1882,  107;  Jordan  &. 
Eigen^mann,  L c.,  432,  1889. 
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1863.  MEXTICIRRHUS  LITTORALIS  (Holbrook). 

(SUKF  WHITING;  SILVER  WRITING.) 

Head  3A;  depth  4f ; eye  6^  in  head;  snout  3|.  D.  X-I,  23  to  25;  A.  I.  7; 
scales  6-53,  12  pores.  Upper  lobe  of  caudal  not  longer  than  lower;  scales 
rather  large,  15  to  18  in  an  oblique  series  from  vent  upward  and  forward 
to  lateral  line;  axillary  scale  not  i length  of  pectoral;  snout  distinctly 
projecting  beyond  month;  gill  rakers  larger  than  in  other  species,  the 
longest  about  | length  of  pupil,  the  number  + 7 ; lower  pharyngeal  bones 
broad,  most  of  the  teeth  developed  as  coarse  molars,  only  those  along  the 
posterior  margin  conical;  maxillary  reaching  past  front  of  orbit,  3^  in 
head;  outer  teeth  of  upper  jaw  scarcely  enlarged;  longest  dorsal  spines 
reaching  past  front  of  soft  dorsal,  the  free  margin  of  the  fin  concave ; cau- 
dal rather  deeply  lunate,  the  lower  lobe  rounded,  the  iipj^er  pointed;  veu- 
trals  If  in  pectorals,  which  are  l^in  head.  Color  silvery  gray  above,  with 
bluish  and  bronze  retlections,  immaculate ; a dark-bronze  shade  along  sides 
on  level  of  pectorals,  extending  to  tail  and  along  cheeks ; belly  below  this 
abruptly  white;  dorsals  light  brown,  spinous  dorsal  black  at  tip,  the  base 
narrowly  Avhite;  caudal  pale,  its  tip  usually  black ; inner  lining  of  pectoral 
and  ventrals  blackish ; gill  cavity  pale.  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts 
of  the  United  States,  North  Carolina  to  Texas;  generally  common  in  the 
surf  along  the  sandy  shores  of  the  Southern  States.  It  resembles  Menti- 
cirrlms  americauus  somewhat  in  external  characters  so  that  it  has  often 
been  confounded  with  it  by  careless  observers.  Its  technical  distinctions 
are,  however,  numerous,  and  in  the  form  of  its  pharyngeal  teeth  it  differs 
in  a marked  degree  from  the  true  Menticirrhus.  (Utioralis,  pertaining  to 
the  shores.) 

JJmbrina  littoralis,  Holbrook,  lohtbyol.  S.  Carolina,  lat  ed.,  142,  j»l.  20,  tig.  1,  1856,  South 
Carolina;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  276,  1860. 

Menticirrhus  littoralis,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  933,  1883;  Jordan  <fe  Eigenmann, 
1.  c.,  432, 1889. 

592.  PARALONCHURUS,  Uocourt. 

(CORVALOS.) 

raralonchurus,  Bocourt,  Noin'.  Archiv  ^lus.  Baris,  iv,  21,  1869  {petersi). 

Pohjcirrhus,  Bocourt,  Xouv.  Archiv  Miis.  Baris,  iv,  22, 1869  (dianerili) ; not  Polycirrhvs, 
Grube,  1850,  a genus  of  worms. 

J’oij/cicm US,  Berg,  Ann.  Mus.  Nac.  Buenos  Aires  1895,  54  (duinerili) ; substitute  for  Poly- 
cirrhus,  preoccupied. 

Zonoscion,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List,  401,  1896  {rathbnni) . 

Zaclemns,  Gilbert,  in  Jordan  <fc  Evermann,  Check  List,  401,  1896  (goodei). 

Body  more  or  less  elongate,  the  head  rather  slender;  preopercle  without 
bony  serratures;  a row  of  slender  barbels  along  the  inner  edge  of  the 
dentary  bones,  and  a small  tuft  at  the  chin;  no  pseudobrauchiye ; gill 
rakers  obsolete,  or  nearly  so;  teeth  in  bands,  the  outer  above  enlarged  or 
not;  soft  dorsal  usually  rather  long;  spinous  dorsal  and  anal  moderate; 
scales  moderate  or  rather  small;  caudal  long.  Species  rather  numerous ; 
South  American;  closely  agreeing  in  technical  characters  but  divisible 
into  4 strongly  marked  groups  which  may  be  genera.  ( napd,  near ; to  Lon- 
cliinrus,  with  which  genus  they  agree  in  the  absence  of  xiseudobranchiie). 
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a.  Body  rather  deep,  the  hack  somewhat  elevated,  the  depth  about  3^  in  length;  body 
with  black  cross  bars ; barbels  slender. 

POLYCLEMUS  (ttoAv?,  many;  (cAe/no?,  twig,  from  the  many  barbels) : 
h.  Dorsal  rays  about  IX-1, 22;  caudal  tin  double  truncate,  the  middle  rays  longest. 

c.  Pectoral  in  head;  color  grayish,  with  6 broad  black  cross  bars  on  body; 

outer  teeth  of  upper  jaws  scarcely  enlarged.  du^iebili,  1864. 

Zoxosciox  (Covos,  zone;  o-kiov,  Scicena): 

bb.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  26  to  32;  caudal  tin  obliquely  truncate,  lunate  or /-shaped. 

d.  Dorsal  rays  X-I,  29,  caudal  /-shaped,  the  middle  rays  longest ; pectoral 

If  in  bead ; outer  teeth  above  somewhat  enlarged ; black  bars  on  body 
faint.  BATHBUXi,  1865. 

aa.  Body  comparatively  elongate,  the  depth  about  4 in  length;  the  back  not  elevated; 
color  dusky,  the  dark  cross  bars  faint. 

Zaclemus  (^d,  an  intensive  particle ; K:Ae>09,  twig,  from  the  large  barbels) : 
d.  Upper  jaw  without  enlarged  teeth  in  its  outer  series;  barbels  conspicuous; 
pectoral  moderate ; caudal  /-shaped,  the  lower  lobe  longest. 

e.  Pectoral  14  in  head ; color  dusky  with  faint  cross  bars.  D.  XI-25  to  27 ; 
scales  45  to  48.  goodei,  1866. 

PaBALONCHUBUS  : 

dd.  Upper  jaw  with  the  outer  series  of  teeth  enlarged;  barbels  very 
slender;  pectoral  very  long;  caudal  long,  pointed. 

/.  Pectoral  very  long,  somewhat  longer  than  head;  caudal  pointed,  as 
long  as  head ; color  dusky,  scarcely  barred.  D.  X-I,  30 ; scales 
50.  PETEBSI,  1867. 


Subgenus  POLYCLEMUS,  Berg. 

1S64.  PAKALOXCHUKUS  DUMERILI  (Bocourt). 

Head  3a;  depth  2|.  D.  IX-I,  25;  A.  II,  7 ; orbit  5A  in  head;  snout  3?  ; 
maxillary  2|-;  highest  dorsal  spine  2^;  dorsal  ray  2|;  second  anal  spine  4; 
length  of  caudal  14;  pectorals  14;  ventrals  If.  Body  rather  elongate,  the 
back  somewhat  elevated,  ventral  outline  a little  curved.  Head  low  and 
small;  profile  steep,  somewhat  concave;  snout  somewhat  acute,  with 
large  slits  and  pores;  reorbital  broad;  interorbital  area  broad,  convex, 
3 in  head;  mouth  small,  entirely  inferior;  maxillary  extending  to  the  ver- 
tical from  the  posterior  x^art  of  pupil;  teeth  on  jaws  small,  villiform,  the 
outer  scarcely  larger;  preopercle  rounded,  its  edge  with  soft  cilia  which 
grow  larger  from  above  downward ; gill  rakers  3 or  4 -f-  7 or  8,  minute,  thick, 
ish;  pseudobranchife  none.  Head  and  body  covered  with  weakly  ctenoid 
scales,  52  in  the  lateral  line.  Lateral  line  much  arched  anteriorly,  becom- 
ing straight  over  the  anal  hn.  A tuft  of  barbels  at  the  symx^hysis  of  the 
lower  jaw,  a single  row  of  8 or  10  barbels  running  backward  along  the 
lower  edge  of  each  ramus.  Dorsal  spines  rather  stout,  the  first  minute, 
the  third  longest,  the  others  gradually  growing  shorter  to  the  ninth,  which 
is  about  i the  length  of  the  third  spine;  soft  dorsal  lower  than  spinous, 
the  fin  with  a scaly  sheath  at  the  base,  its  membranes  covered  with  small 
scales;  ventrals  filiform  at  tip;  anal  inserted  well  forward,  its  first  spine 
about  as  large  as  the  first  dorsal,  the  second  strong;  caudal  double  trun- 
cate. Color  bluish  gray  above,  silvery  below ; 6 rather  broad,  distinct 
cross  bars  of  dark  brown  extending  from  the  back  down  the  sides.  Mem- 
branes of  dorsal  fins  dusky,  growing  darker  in  the  region  of  the  body 
bands  and  on  the  edges  of  the  fins;  caudal  dusky,  lighter  near  the  base; 
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ventrals  and  anal  pale,  with  dusky  edges;  pectorals  a little  dusky,  darker 
on  the  inner  side.  Length  8 to  12  inches.  Panama;  abundant  on  sandy 
shores ; a very  strongly  marked  species.  It  has  been  wrongly  described  as 
possessing  pseudobranch im.  Our  specimens  obtained  by  Dr.  Gilbert  at 
Panama.  (Named  for  Auguste  Dumeril,  ichthyologist  of  the  museum  at 
Paris,  author  of  2 volumes  of  an  unfinished  Histoire  Natural  des  Poissons; 
son  of  A.  M.  Constant  Dumeril,  author  of  Ichthyologie  Analytique.) 

Polycirrhus  dumerili,  Bocourt,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  d’Hist.  Natur.,  iv,  22, 1868,  La  Union 
(Coll.  F.  Bocourt) ; Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1883,  288;  note  on  Bocoiirt’s 
type. 

Genyonemus  fasciatus,  Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Beitr.,  ii,  31, 1875,  Panama;  Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1882,  111. 

Polycirrhus  dumerili,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,415, 1889. 


Subgenus  ZONOSCION,  Jonlan  <fc  Evermann. 

1865.  PARALOXCHURUS  RATHBUM  (Jordan  Sc  Bollman). 

Head  3^  (43  in  total)  ; depth  3|-  (4^) ; eye  4|  in  head ; snout  3f.  D.  X-I, 
29  or  30;  A.  II,  9.  Lateral  lino  53  to  55.  Body  elongate,  compressed ; back 
elevated,  profile  from  snout  to  dorsal  straight  or  slightly  S-shaped;  ven- 
tral outline  gently  arched,  base  of  anal  oblique;  caudal  peduncle  short 
and  compressed.  Head  low,  little  compressed.  Snout  short  and  blunt,  3f 
iuhead.  Mouth  small;  maxillary  slightly  longer  than  in  P.perwan  us,  reach- 
ing pupil,  3 in  head.  Teeth  small,  villiform,  outer  enlarged,  those  of  upper 
jaw  largest.  Preopercle  with  a creuulate  membranaceous  border;  least 
width  of  preorbital  (5  in  head.  Gill  rakers  short  and  rather  thick,  5 -f  10, 
lower  much  smaller.  Scales  on  snout,  below  eyes,  and  on  anterior 
part  of  breast,  cycloid;  caudal  scaly;  dorsal  and  anal  nearly  scale- 
less, with  a scaly  sheath  at  base.  First  dorsal  spine  very  short,  inserted 
over  base  of  pectorals;  third  and  fourth  equal,  2^  in  head;  anterior  dor- 
sal rays  3 in  head,  posterior  21;  second  anal  spine  3 in  head,  longest  ray 
2;  distance  between  bases  of  ventrals  and  anal  3 in  body.  Pectorals  not 
extending  beyond  ventrals.  If  to  If  in  head;  ventrals  not  reaching  vent. 
If  to  If  in  head,  outer  ray  filamentous;  longest  caudal  ray  1'  in  head, 
the  median  rays  longest,  the  upper  lobe  slightly  truncate  and  slightly 
concave,  the  lower  cut  off  still  more  obliquely.  Color  bluish  silvery,  more 
yellow  beneath;  scales  from  base  of  pectorals  to  caudal  with  larger  dots; 
back  with  4 or  5 very  faint  broad  dusky  cross  bauds,  the  1 at  end  of 
spinous  dorsal  largest;  a black  spot  larger  than  eye  near  origin  of  lateral 
line;  membrane  of  spinous  dorsal  thickly  dusted;  soft  dorsal  with  a pale 
streak  through  its  middle;  anal,  outer  f of  ventrals,  and  nearly  all  of  pec- 
torals dusky ; caudal  rusty  at  base,  followed  by  a pale  area  and  then  a 
dusky  one;  a large  black  humeral  spot.  Length  7 inches.  Related  to 
Paralonchurus  periianus  (Steindachner),  from  which  it  is  separated  by  its 
shorter  pectoral,  shorter  dorsal  spines,  longer  snout,  and  more  dorsal  rays. 
Panama;  rather  rare.  (Named  for  Mr.  Richard  Rathbun.) 

Po(t/cirr/;R5ra//)6R7ii,  Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,162,  Panama.  (Type, 
No.  41170.  Coll.  A(6atross.) 
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Subgenus  ZACLEMUS,  Gilbert. 

1866.  PARALO\CHURUS  GOODEl,  Gilbert. 

Head  3f  to  4;  depth  4 to  4^;  eye  very  large,  2^  in  iiiterorbital  width,  4 
in  postocular  part  of  head;  snout  3^  to  3f.  D.  XI,  25  to  27 ; A.  II,  7 ; 45  to 
48  rows  of  scales  running  obliquely  ux)ward  and  forward  from  lateral  line. 
Elongate,  with  broad,  heavy  head,  the  temporal  region  swollen,  j)rotul)er- 
ant,  this  not  the  case  in  l\  petersi;  snout  very  high  and  l)lunt,  its  anterior 
profile  vertically  rounded,  little  i)rotrudiug  beyond  the  premaxillaries ; 
rostral  and  mental  pores  very  large,  arranged  as  nsnal;  symphyseal  pore 
bounded  laterally  by  2 membranaceous  rings  continued  forward  from  the 
mandibular  margins,  bearing  many  barbels;  this  condition  also  in  P. 
petersi  and  in  Polyclemus  fasciatus,  no  ‘‘multifid  barbel”  being  present; 
barbels  much  stronger  than  in  P.  petersi,  widely  si)aced,  forming  a con- 
spicuous series  along  the  inner  margin  of  the  mandible,  becoming  crowded 
into  a dense  fringe  along  anterior  4 of  margin  of  interojiercle.  Mouth 
oblique,  very  protractile,  maxillary  reaching  vertic:il  from  posterior  edge 
of  pupil,  a trifle  less  than  4 head.  Teeth  slender,  villiform,  none  of  them 
enlarged,  those  in  lower  jaw  in  a narrow  l)and  or  irregular  series,  in  upper 
jaw  in  a moderate  band;  teeth  all  brown  in  color.  Preopercle  with  a 
membranaceous  edge  minutely  crenate,  sjiinulesceut;  l)ranchiostegal  mem- 
brane very  wide;  xiseudobranchia?  obsolete;  gill  rakers  undeveloj^ed,  rej)- 
resented  by  soft  tubercles,  of  which  there  are  6 to  8 on  the  horizontal  Ifmb 
of  arch,  2 or  3 next  the  angle  sometimes  slightly  longer  and  movable. 
Dorsal  spines  slender  and  flexible,  the  third  the  longest,  equal  to  length 
of  snout  and  | eye;  tenth  spine  shortest;  soft  dorsal  and  caudal  densely 
covered  with  scales  to  their  tix)s;  no  difi'erentiated  sheath  at  base  of  soft 
dorsal;  first  anal  sj^iue  minute,  the  second  slender  but  not  flexible,  i to  f 
length  of  longest  ray;  caudal  fin  with  the  lower  lobe  longer,  convex,  the 
upi^erlobe  concave;  longest  caudal  rays  1}  in  head;  pectorals  broad,  reach- 
ing vertical  from  tips  of  ventrals,  but  not  nearly  to  vent,  ly  in  head;  outer 
ventral  ray  produced  into  a filament  about  i total  length  of  fin,  the  longest 
nonfilamentous  ray  1|  in  head.  Lateral  line  with  a low  wide  curve,  becom- 
ing straight  over  jiosterior  j^art  of  anal  fin.  Color  dark  brownish  above 
and  on  sides,  with  greenisli  and  bluish  reflections,  white  below;  back  and 
sides  with  4 broad  inconspicuous  cross. bars ; the  first  from  predorsal  region 
to  base  of  pectorals;  the  second  from  end  of  spinous  dorsal;  the  third 
from  base  of  eighth  to  twelfth;  the  fourth  from  twentieth  to  twenty- 
fifth  rays  of  soft  dorsal,  downward  and  slightly  backward;  basal  portion 
of  anal  and  outer  ventral  rays  yellow,  the  outer  portions  dusky;  other 
fins  blackish;  lining  of  ojiercle  dusky.  Panama;  rare.  Longest  specimen 
about  a foot.  (Gilbert.)  This  species  differs  from  P.  peiersi  conspicuously 
in  the  shorter  pectoral  and  caudal,  the  heavier,  blunter  snout,  the  larger 
eye,  the  much  larger  and  more  numerous  barbels,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
series  of  enlarged  teeth  in  front  of  the  premaxillaries.  (Named  for  Dr. 
George  Brown  Goode.) 

Paralonchurus  goodei,  Gilbert,  Fishes  of  Panama  MS.  1898,  Panama.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Gil- 
bert. Type,  in  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 
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Subgenus  PARALONCHURUS. 

1867.  PARALONCHURUS  PETERSI,  Bocourt. 

Head  31;  depth  4;  eye 81  in  head;  snout  3f.  I).  X-I,  30;  A.  II,  9;  scales 

8-50-16.  Body  long  and  low;  head  slender,  flattish,  somewhat  spongy 
above,  with  protuberant  snout;  interorbital  area  31;  mouth  horizontal; 
maxillary  2f  in  head;  teeth  in  villiform  bands ; upper  jaw  with  a conspic- 
uous outer  row  of  larger  ones ; chin  with  5 pores,  a multifid  barbel  at  the 
symphysis;  rami  with  a row  of  slender  barbels  along  inner  edge;  dorsal 
low,  highest  behind ; soft  dorsal  scaled  at  base  only ; caudal  pointed,  as  long 
as  head;  anal  spines  small;  second  spine  as  long  as  snout;  pectorals  very 
large,  21  in  body  ; scales  rather  large,  cycloid.  Color  light  olive  with  faint 
stripes  on  rows  of  scales;  pectoral  dusky;  other  fins  jilain.  Coast  of  Cen- 
tral America,  rare  at  Panama.  Here  described  from  the  type.  (Named  for 
Dr.  Wilhelm  Peters,  late  ichthyologist  at  the  museum  of  Berlin,  a versatile 
writer  on  systematic  zoology.) 

Paralonchurus  petersi,  Bocourt,  Nouv.  Archives  du  Museum,  iv,  1869,  22,La  Union,  San 

Salvador  (Coll.  F.  Bocourt);  Jordan  Sc  Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  433,  1889. 

593.  LONCHIURUS,  Bloch. 

Lonchiurus,  Bloch,  Ichthyologia,  1793  (harhatus—  lanceolatus) . 

Lonchurus,  Bloch  Sc  Schneider,  corrected  spelling. 

Body  long  and  low,  the  second  dorsal  with  35  to  40  rays.  No  pseudo- 
branchije ; chin  with  two  short  barbels,  none  on  sides  of  mandible.  Air 
bladder  peculiar  in  form,*  a short  heart-shaped  body  with  5 horns.  Yerte- 
l)r8e  10  + 19=29.  Otherwise  essentially  as  in  Paralonchurus,  from  which 
the  long  dorsal  and  the  absence  of  barbels  distinguish  it.  A singular 
genus,  with  1 known  species,  {t^oyxv^  lance;  ovpd,  tail.) 

1868.  LONCHIURUS  LANCEOLATUS  (Bloch). 

Depth  4 in  length.  D.  X or  XI-I,  38  to  40 ; A.  II,  7 or  8 ; lateral  line  60  to 
70.  Body  long  and  low,  the  profile  straightish,  depressed  over  the  eyes ; 


* The  air  bladder  is  thus  described  by  Dr.  Giinther  (Cat.  Fishes,  II,  317) ; 

“ The  form  of  the  air  bladder  is  very  peculiar.  We  may  distinguisli  in  it  a body  and  5 
horns.  The  body  is  short,  heart  -shaped,  and  occupies  a place  beneath  the  third  and  fourth 
vertebrae  only;  its  point  is  continued  into  the  middle  horn,  which  in  a fish  9 inches  long 
has  a diameter  of  only  ^ a line  near  its  origin.  It  runs  along  the  vertebral  line  of  the 
abdominal  cavity,  an4,  tapering  to  a fine  point,  terminates  at  the  posterior  extremity  of 
the  abdomen.  Each  of  the  anterior  ])arts  of  the  heart-shaped  body  is  divided  into  2 horns, 
the  posterior  of  which  is  turned  backward,  long,  and  forms  a tube  similar  to  the  median, 
but  with  the  lumen  only  | as  wide.  It  runs  along  the  side  of  the  latter,  in  a parallel 
direction,  and  terminates  in  a fine  point  before  reaching  the  extremity  of  the  abdomen. 
The  anterior  horn  is  A’ery  short,  directed  forward  and  outward,  and  nearly  as  thick  as  the 
median. 

“ The  body  of  the  air  bladder  is  attached  to  the  fourth  vertebra  and  the  nearest  parts 
of  the  abdomen  by  such  a firm  and  dense  cellular  tissue,  of  a white  color,  that  it  can 
scarcely  be  distinguished  from  the  membrane  of  the  air  bladder.  At  some  distance  from 
the  vertebra  it  becomes  gradually  thinner,  and  is  lost  in  the  parietal  part  of  the  peritoneum. 
The  membrane  of  the  air  bladder  itself  is  firm,  thick,  and  of  a shining  white  color,  except 
in  the  anterior  notch  of  the  heart-shaped  body,  opposite  a process  arising  from  the  third 
vertebra.  This  process  forms  an  arched  plate,  open  at  its  posterior  side,  which  is  directed 
toward  the  notch  of  the  air  bladder;  at  the  side  which  is  directed  toward  the  belly  it  is 
covered  with  a thick  white  membrane,  forming  a sort  of  cupola,  but  with  the  hinder  side 
open.  This  cupola  fits  exactly  into  the  notch  of  the  air  bladder,  Avhich  is  here  closed  by 
a very  thin  membrane  only.  There  is  a string  round  the  cupola  from  one  anterior  horn  to 
the  other  to  fasten  the  air  bladder  to  the  cupola.” 
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interorbital  area  as  broad  as  eye,  which  is  as  long  as  snout ; snout  small,  10 
in  head ; snout  soft,  depressed,  with  conspicuous  pore  at  tip ; mouth  oblique, 
subinferior;  maxillary  reaching  a little  beyond  eye;  teeth  in  fine  bands; 
barbels  2,  not  longer  than  eye;  preopercle  with  crenulate,  membranaceous 
margin;  upper  ray  of  pectoral  much  elongate,  21  in  body ; caudal  elongate 
lanceolate,  1 in  body ; first  ray  of  ventral  reaching  front  of  anal ; anal  short 
and  high,  its  spines  weak,  inserted  before  middle  of  soft  dorsal;  scales 
mostly  cycloid ; lateral  line  becoming  straight  above  anal.  Color  brownish ; 
pectoral  and  caudal  fins  black,  other  fins  dusky.  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes. ) 
West  Indies  to  Guiana;  rare;  not  seen  by  us.  {lanceolaiiis,  lance  shaped.) 

Perea  lanceolata,  Bloch,  Xov.  Act.  Sc.  Copenli.,  in,  383, 1788,  India. 

Lonchurus  Bloch,  Ichthyol.,  pi.  360,  1793,  Surinam;  CutUEE  <fc  Talexciexxes, 

Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  193, 1830 ; described  from  Bloch's  type. 

Lonchurus  depressxis,  Bloch  A Schxeider,  Syst.  Icbth.;  102,  1801,  Surinam;  Clwier  A 
Talexciexnes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  195,  1830;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  317, 1860. 

Lonchui'us  lanceolatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  317,  I860;  Jordan  A Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  434, 1889. 


594.  POGONIAS,  Lac^pede. 

(Sea  Drums.) 

Pogonias,  Lac^pede,  Hist.  Xafc.  Poiss.,  iii,  138, 1802  (fasciatus  = cromis). 

Pogonathus,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  121, 1803  (courbina). 

Body  short  and  deep,  the  dorsal  outline  much  elevated,  the  ventral 
nearly  straight.  Mouth  moderate,  the  upper  jaw  longest;  teeth  small,  iu 
Aulliform  bands,  the  outer  not  enlarged;  lower  pharyngeal  bones  large, 
fully  united,  armed  with  strong  paved  teeth;  lower  jaw  with  numerous 
barbels,  each  about  I as  long  as  the  eye;  preojierculum  entire,  with  a 
membranaceous  edge.  Dorsal  fins  slightly  connected,  the  spines  high  and 
strong;  caudal  fin  subtruncate;  first  anal  spine  short,  the  second  exceed- 
ingly large,  nearly  as  long  as  the  soft  rays;  pectorals  and  ventrals  long; 
gill  rakers  short  and  bluntish.  Pseudobranchijp  large.  Marine  species, 
reaching  a very  large  size,  among  the  largest  of  the  Scia’nida?,  2 species 
known.  (Troop got' icx^,  bearded.) 

u.  Body  deep,  the  depth  about  2i  in  length;  snout  blunt,  3|  in  head.  D.  X-I,  21;  scales 
47 ; back  usually  without  distinct  oblique  streaks.  cromis,  1869. 

art.  Body  more  elongate,  the  depth  about  3 in  length ; the  snout  more  acute,  3|  in  head. 
B.  X-I.  19 ; scales  50 ; color  more  silvery,  -with  oblique  faint  dark  streaks  along 
the  rows  of  scales  above.  courbina.  1870. 

1S69.  POGOMAS  CROXIS  (Linna?us). 

(Drum.) 

Head  31;  depth  2^;  snout  3f  in  head.  D.  X<^I,  21;  A.  II,  5 or  6;  scales 
5-47-9.  Body  oblong,  the  back  much  elevated,  ventral  outline  almost 
straight,  the  depth  rapidly  diminishing  from  the  first  dorsal  spine  back- 
ward; profile  rather  steep  and  slightly  convex;  mouth  moderate,  inferior, 
the  maxillary  not  reaching  middle  of  eye,  3^  in  head;  teeth  in  broad 
bands,  the  outer  series  above  scarcely  enlarged ; snout  blunt,  longer  than 
eye;  lower  pharyngeals  large,  completely  united,  covered  with  many  blunt 
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molars  and  a small  patch  of  conical  teeth  at  the  outer  posterior  corner; 
gill  rakers  4 + 12,  very  short,  slender;  dorsal  spines  high  but  slender,  the 
fourth  highest,  2 in  head;  caudal  subtruncate;  second  anal  spine  very 
large,  about  2 in  head ; pectorals  about  as  long  as  head ; scales  large,  those 
on  breast  small.  Color  grayish  silvery,  with  4 or  5 broad  dark  vertical  bars, 
these  disappearing  with  age,  usually  no  oblique  dark  streaks  along  rows 
of  scales  above;  fins  blackish.  Atlantic  coasts  of  America,  Long  Island 
to  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande;  common  on  the  sandy  coasts  of  the  United 
States,  where  it  reaches  a very  large  size,  probably  the  largest  of  all  the 
Sciccnidw.  The  largest  specimen  recorded  was  taken  at  St.  Augustine, 
Florida,  and  weighed  146  pounds.  It  is  rather  a coarse  fish,  of  no  great 
value  as  food,  (chromis,  au  old  name  of  some  fish  of  this  type, 

from  xpsMG^,  to  grunt  or  croak.) 

Labrus  cromis,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xii,  479, 1766,  Carolina. 

Pogonias  fanciatus,  Lac^pede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poi.ss.,  in,  137,  1802;  CuviER  & Valenciennes, 
Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  V,  210,  pi.  118, 1830;  Girard,  U.  S.  and  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  11,  1859; 
Gunther,  Cat.  Fisli.,  ii,  270, 1860. 

Mitgil  grunniens,  IMitchill,  Report,  in  part,  Fishes  New  York,  16, 1814,  New  York. 

Scicena  fusca,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  1815, 409,  New  York. 

Scicena  gigas,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  1815, 413,  New  York. 

Labrus  chromis,  Sch()PF,  Schrift.  Naturforsch.  Freunde,  Berlin,  vill,  158, 1788. 

Pogonias  chromis,  Cuvier  &,  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  206, 1830;  UeKay,  New 
York  I'auna : Fishes,  80, 1842;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  270,  I860;  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synop- 
sis, 568, 1883;  Jordan  & Eioenmann,  1.  c.,  435,  pi.  4,  tigs.  10  and  11, 1889. 

Labrus  grunniens,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  1815, 405. 

Mugil  gigas,  Mitchill,  Report,  in  part.  Fishes  New  York,  16, 1814. 

1870.  POGOMAS  ( OUKHINA  (LacepMe). 

Head  depth  3.  D.  X-I,  19;  scales  50.  Scarcely  distinct  from  Pogo- 
nias  cromis,  the  scales  a little  smaller,  the  body  a little  more  elongate,  the 
dorsal  rays  fewer;  coloration  more  silvery,  with  faint  dark  streaks 
obliiiuely  along  the  rows  of  scales  above.  Guiana  to  Uruguay;  rather 
common  in  Brazil,  {eourhina,  Portuguese  name,  eiiuivalent  to  the  Spanish 
and  Latin,  Corvina,  croaker,  from  Corrus,  crow.) 

Pogonatims  courbina,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  121,  1803,  Rio  de  la  Plata." 
Pogonias  cromis  courbina,  Jordan  & Eioenmann,  1.  c.,436. 

595.  APLODINOTUS,  Ivalinesqiie. 

(River  Drums.) 

Aplodinotus,  Rafinesque,  Jour,  de  Phys.  1819,  418  (grunniens) . 

Amblodon,  Rafinesque,  Jour,  de  Phys.  1819,  418  (based  on  the  pharyngeal  teeth  of  A. 

grimniens,  supposed  to  belong  to  a species  of  buffalo- fish). 

TIaploidonotus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,  102  (amended  orthography). 
Eutychelithus,  Jordan,  Man.  Vert.,  Ed.  i,  242,  1876  (richardsoni—  gr%mniens) , 

Body  oblong,  the  snout  blunt,  the  back  elevated  and  compressed;  mouth 
rather  small,  low,  horizontal,  the  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  in  villiform 
bands,  the  outer  above  scarcely  enlarged;  no  barbels;  pseudobranchhe 
rather  small;  gill  rakers  short  and  blunt;  lower  pharyngeals  very  large, 
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fully  united,  with  coarse,  blunt,  paved  teeth,  as  in  Fogonias;  preopercle 
slightly  serrate ; dorsal  spines  strong  and  high,  with  a close-fitting  scaly 
sheath  at  base,  the  2 dorsals  somewhat  connected;  second  anal  spine 
very  strong ; caudal  double  truncate ; air  bladder  very  large,  simple,  with 
no  appendages.  Pyloric  cjeca  7 ; vertebrje  10 -f  14  = 24.  Fresh  waters  of 
the  United  States;  large,  coarse  fishes,  feeding  chiefly  on  Crustacea  and 
mollusks.  The  genus  is  apparently  allied  to  Fogonias,  and  both  may  be 
descended  from  allies  of  Boncador,  which  is  intermediate  between  them 
and  SciTua.  {d7t^.ov<:,  simple  or  single;  vd)ro^,  back.) 

1S71.  APLODIXOTUS  GKIXMEXS,  Eafinesque. 

(Fresh- WATER  Drum;  Gaspergou;  Thunder-pumper ; Lake  Sheepshead;  Croaker ; 
Bubbler;  lyHixE  Perch.) 

Head  34;  depth  2f ; snout  44  in  head.  D.  X,  30;  A.  II,  7 ; scales  9-55-13. 
Body  oblong;  back  much  elevated  and  compressed  ; profile  long  and  steep, 
straightish;  head  slightlj^  compressed ; mouth  moderate,  subinferior,  low ; 
the  maxillary  reaching  past  middle  of  eye,  3 in  head;  eye  moderate;  teeth 
in  villiforiu  bands,  the  outer  above  scarcely  enlarged ; lower  pharyngeals 
completely  united,  the  teeth  less  blunt  than  in  Fogonias ; gill  rakers  short, 
thickish,  6+14;  preopercle  obscurely  serrated;  snout  bluntish,  longer 
than  eye ; dorsal  spines  strong  and  high ; second  spine  highest,  2^  in  head, 
a scaly  sheath  at  the  base  of  spines;  the  2 dorsals  connected;  second  anal 
spine  very  large,  more  than  ^ the  length  of  the  head ; caudal  double  trun- 
cate; scales  rather  thin  and  deep,  the  series  somewhat  oblique;  scales  on 
breast  rather  large.  Color  grayish  silvery,  dusky  above,  sometimes  very 
dark ; back  sometimes  Avith  oblique  dusky  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales. 
Great  Lakes  to  Texas;  abundant  in  all  lakes  and  large  streams  west  of 
the  Alleghanies  and  east  of  the  plains,  reaching  a weight  of  50  to  60 
pounds.  Its  flesh  is  not  of  high  quality,  and  is  often  tough  and  ill- 
flavored  and  with  a rank  odor,  especially  in  the  Lakes,  where  it  is  not 
often  eaten.  In  Texas  and  Louisiana  it  holds  a high  rank  as  a food-fish, 
the  quality  improving  southward,  {grunniens,  grunting.) 

Aplodinotiis  grunniens.  Eafinesque,  Journ.  de  Phj’s.  1819,  88,  Ohio  River. 

Scicena  oscula,  Lesueur,  Journ.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1822,  252,  pi.  13,  Lake  Ontario. 
Scicena  grisea,  Lesueur,  Journ.  Ac.Xat.  Sci. .Pbila.  1822,  254,  Ohio  River  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
(Coll.  Le  Sueur). 

Corvina  richardsoni,  Cua’IER  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  A',  100, 1830,  Lake  Huron; 
based  on  an  abnormal  specimen  Avitb  but  18  deA’eloped  rays  in  ibe  second  dorsal ; Gun- 
ther, Cat.  Fisb.,  ii,  298,  1860. 

Amblodo7i  concmnus,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Jour.  Sci.  Arts,  XA’II,  1854,  307,  Tennessee  River. 
Amblodon  lineatus,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Jour.  Sci.  Arts,  xa'ii,  1854,  307,  Osage  River. 
Amblodon  neglectus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1858,  167,  Rio  Grande;  Girard, 
17.  S.  and  Mex.  Bound.  Survey,  12.  pi.  5,  figs.  6-10,  1859. 

Amblodon  grunniens,  Eafinesque,  Icbtb.  Obiensis,  24,  1820;  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  E.  E. 
Survey,  96,  pi.  23,  1858. 

Haploidonotus  grunniens,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  PbHa.  1861,  104;  Jordan  A Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  567,  1883. 

Corvina  oscula,  Cua’ier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  a*,  98,  1830. 

Corvina  oscula,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fisb.,  ii,  297,  1860. 

Corvina  (Amblodon)  neglecta,  Steindachner,  Icbtb.  Notizen,  a’i,  38,  1867. 
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596.  EQUES,  Bloch. 

(Ribbon-fishes.) 

Eqiies,  Bloch,  Ichthyologia,  1793  {americanus  = lanceolatus) . 

Equietus,  Rafinesque,  Analyse  de  la  Nature  1815,  86  (americamis) ; substitute  for  Eques, 
the  latter  name  being  considered  too  short. 

Pareques  (Gill  MS.)  Goode,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  v,  50, 1875  (aciiminatus) . 

Body  oblong,  compressed,  the  back  much  elevated  anteriorly,  rapidly 
tapering  to  the  narrow  caudal  peduncle;  mouth  small,  the  lower  jaw 
included;  preorbital  wide;  snout  with  slits  and  pores  well  developed; 
teeth  all  villiform,  in  broad  bands,  the  outer  scarcely  enlarged ; preopercle 
with  a fringed  border  and  no  bony  serrie;  scales  small,  irregular,  with 
smaller  ones  intermixed,  extending  on  soft  fins;  gill  rakers  few,  short  and 
slender;  dorsal  fin  very  long,  of  9 to  15  close-set  spines  and  36  to  55  soft 
rays;  anterior  interneurals  closely  wedged  in  behind  the  occiput;  anal 
small,  its  sjiine  small;  caudal  rhombic;  pyloric  ca?ca  few;  vertebriB 
10-fl5=25.  This  genus  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  the  family  in 
respect  to  form  as  well  as  to  the  coloration  of  its  species,  {equus,  horse; 
eques,  horseman,  the  long  dorsal  spines  suggesting  the  rider.) 

Paraques  {napd,  near;  Eques)  : 

a.  Dorsal  rays  X to  XII-I,  36  to  46,  first  4 to  6 of  the  interneurals  wedged  in  between 
neurals  of  second  and  third  vertebra}. 

b.  Profile  steep,  but  not  vertical ; distance  from  snout  to  first  dorsal  spine  aboiit 
equal  to  depth  of  body. 

c.  Dorsal  spines  little  elevated,  not  nearly  as  long  as  head;  back  arched;  dor- 
sal with  38  to  41  soft  rays. 

d.  Color  deep  violet,  bronze  or  gray,  without  distinct  lengthwise  streaks ; 

depth  to  3 in  length.  viola,  1872. 

dd.  Color  variously  dusky  or  gray,  with  at  least  traces  of  about  7 length- 
wise streaks;  depth  2g  to  2|  in  length.  acumixatus,  1873. 

cc.  Dorsal  spines  elevated,  the  longest  2%  in  length  of  body;  soft  parts  of  ver- 
tical fins  with  white  spots;  body  robust,  the  back  much  compressed, 
the  general  form  much  as  in  Eques  acuminatus,  but  the  caudal  pedun- 
cle deeper  and  more  compressed ; pectorals  and  ventrals  short  and 
equal,  1>  in  head.  Color,  dark  brown,  a light  bar  in  front  of  eye  ex- 
tending around  the  chin,  a second  pale  bar  extending  around  the  head 
immediately  behind  the  eyes,  a third  extending  from  in  front  of  dorsal 
over  base  of  pectorals;  alight  bar  along  base  of  soft  dorsal;  a light 
bar  extending  from  behind  the  elevated  portion  of  the  spinous  dorsal 
downward,  dividing  into  two,  the  branches  running  straight  back, 
the  upper  branch  to  beginning  of  last  fourth  of  soft  dorsal,  the  lower 
branch  to  base  of  caudal;  2 or  3 light,  undulating  longitudinal  bars 
below  these;  fins  all  dark  brown,  vertical  fins  with  many  whitish  stel- 
late spots.  Head  3|  in  length ; depth  3.  D.  XI  or  XII-I,  46. 

PUNCTATUS,  1874. 

hb.  Profile  very  steep.  Body  deepest  below  first  dorsal  spine,  thence  rapidly 
tapering  to  the  narrow  caudal  peduncle.  Color  olivaceous,  3 dark  brown 
longitudinal  bands  along  the  sides,  the  middle  one  from  eye  backward 
reaching  tips  of  the  middle  caudal  rays.  D.  X-I,3  7.  pclchee,1875. 

Eque.s  : 

aa.  Dorsal  rays  XIV  orXV-I,  53;  about  9 interneurals  wedged  in  between  neurals  of 
second  and  third  vertebra};  profile  almost  vertical;  body  highly  A-ariegated. 
with  ribbon-like  oblique  bands.  lanceolatus,  1876. 
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Subgenus  PAREQUES,  Gill. 

1872.  EQUES  VIOLA,  Gilbert. 

Head  2^%  to  3;V;  depth  24  to  ; eye  4 in  head.  D.  IX  or  X,  38  to  41; 
A.  II,  7 or  8;  P.  17  to  19;  scales  50  to  54  in  oblique  series.  Body  narrowly 
wedge-shaped  in  section,  sharply  compressed  towards  dorsal  outline,  wid- 
ening below;  lower  outline  of  head  horizontal,  straight;  ventral  outline 
a gentle  convex  curve  to  base  of  anal  which  is  moderately  oblique;  lower 
outline  of  caudal  peduncle  slightly  concave;  anterior  upper  profile  rising 
steeply  in  a very  gentle  curve  to  front  of  dorsal,  thence  more  obliquely  to 
front  of  soft  dorsal  where  the  depth  of  body  is  greatest.  Sn  out  compressed, 
with  rather  prominent  blunt  tip,  which  slightly  overhangs  the  mouth; 
tip  of  snout  and  mandible  swollen,  provided  with  large  mucous  pores,  a 
series  of  5 in  the  mandible,  2 transverse  series  of  5 each  in  the  snout,  of 
which  the  posterior  lateral  pair  is  minute;  mouth  horizontal  or  very 
slightly  oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  about  to  vertical  from  hinder  mar- 
gin of  pupil,  its  length  measured  from  tip  of  snout  2f  or  2f  in  head.  Teeth 
in  lower  jaw  in  a wide  villiform  band,  a few  of  the  outer  series  anteriorly 
slightly  enlarged ; premaxillary  teeth  in  a wide  villiform  band,  the  outer 
series  enlarged,  forming  moderate  canines,  larger  than  those  in  front  of 
mandibular  band.  Interorlutal  space  narrow,  its  width  contained  5 to  5^ 
times  in  head.  Preo])ercle  entire,  the  membranous  border  sometimes 
minutely  creuulate;  opercle  ending  posteriorly  in  2 concealed  points, 
the  included  opercular  membrane  covered  with  fine  scales ; gill  rakers 
short  and  weak,  5 above  the  angle,  9 to  11  movable  ones  below,  the  long- 
est about  eye.  Mandible,  gular,  and  brauchiostegal  membranes  and  more 
or  less  of  the  snout  naked,  the  scales  extending  forward  in  some  specimens 
to  beyond  the  nostrils,  in  others  scarcely  beyond  the  front  of  orbits;  head 
otherwise  scaled;  lateral  line  following  outline  of  back,  strongly  curved 
anteriorly;  pores  of  lateral  line  minute,  xjlacedon  small  scales,  irregularly 
wedged  in  between  the  larger  ones;  above  the  lateral  line  are  very  oblique 
series  running  downward  and  backward,  and  also  vertical  series,  about 
50  of  the  former  and  90  to  95  of  the  latter ; scales  all  ctenoid,  except  those 
on  anterior  part  of  breast,  on  lower  anterior  part  of  cheeks  and  on  inter- 
opercle;  vertical  fins  densely  covered  to  near  their  tips  Avith  small  ctenoid 
scales;  pectorals  and  A'entrals  with  series  of  scales  on  the  membranes; 
spinous  dorsal  short,  usually  nearly  triangular  in  outline,  the  second  spine 
the  longest,  the  others  ra^iidly  decreasing  to^the  last;  longest  spine 
usually  as  long  as  snout  and  eye,  sometimes  shorter;  soft  dorsal  long  and 
low,  increasing  in  height  backward,  the  longest  ray  about  3^  in  head; 
depth  of  caudal  peduncle  equaling  its  length  behind  dorsal  fin;  anterior 
insertion  of  anal  fin  about  under  middle  of  soft  dorsal,  the  length  of  caudal 
peduncle  behind  anal  If  to  1^  in  head ; second  anal  spine  strong,  its  length 
equaling  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  front  or  middle  of  pupil,  not  nearly 
reaching  anal  under  the  third  before  the  last  of  the  dorsal;  pectorals 
reaching  to  or  nearly  to  the  vertical  from  the  vent,  1|  in  the  head;  ven- 
trals  short,  the  outer  ray  filamentous,  If-  in  head;  caudal  double  truncate, 
sublanceolate,  the  middle  rays  projecting  much  beyond  the  outer,  in 
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head.  Scales  cycloid  on  top  and  sides  of  head,  elsewhere  ctenoid;  lateral 
line  more  arched  than  the  hack,  becoming  straight  slightly  behind  front 
of  anal  fin ; soft  parts  of  all  the  vertical  fins  scaled  to  their  tips ; pectorals 
and  ventrals  with  series  of  scales  along  the  membranes.  Color  in  life, 
plain  silvery  gray  above,  silvery  below ; dorsals  and  upper  portion  of  candal 
dusky  translucent;  pectorals  light-straw  color;  ventrals  mesially  orange 
yellow,  the  inner  ray,  the  outer  ray,  and  the  tips  of  all  the  rays  bright 
white;  anal  deep  yellow,  the  rays  margined  with  black;  lower  caudal 
rays  yellow;  gill  cavity  dusky,  without  yellow.  Bay  of  Panama;  3 speci- 
mens known,  the  largest  10  inches  long.  (Gilbert.)  (Viola,  the  violet, 
from  the  coloration,  which  has  violet  shades.) 

E(jues  viola,  Gilbert  MS.,  Fishes  of  Panama,  1898,  Panama.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert.  Type, 
in  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 

1873.  EQUES  ACUMINATES  (Bloch  & Schneider). 

Head  3;  depth  2f ; eye  4 in  head;  snout  3f.  D.  X-I,  38  to  40;  A.  II,  7 ; 
scales 50.  Body  elongate,  compressed;  profile  rather  steep,  but  not  nearly 
vertical.  Distance  from  snout  to  first  dorsal  siiine  about  e(i[ual  to  depth 
of  body.  Dorsal  spines  little  elevated,  the  longest  about  5.^  in  length  of 
body;  first  5 or  6 interneurals  wedged  in  between  the  ueurals  of  the 
second  and  third  vertebne,  the  rest  between  the  third  and  fourth;  inter- 
orbital area  not  quite  as  broad  as  eye;  seeond  anal  spine  2^  in  head; 
longest  dorsal  If;  jiectorals  I7 ; mouth  larger  than  in  Eques  punctatus,  the 
maxillary  reaching  past  middle  of  orbit  3 in  head;  teeth  of  upper  jaw 
slightly  enlarged ; gill  rakers  short,  rather  slender,  fi  + fi;  caudal  peduncle 
and  fin  less  deep  than  in  Eques  punctatus ; second  anal  spine  slightly  shorter 
than  soft  rays,  2^  in  head ; soft  dorsal  scaly ; scales  large,  the  series  below 
lateral  line  slightly  oblique.  Color  of  the  typical  West  Indian  form  (var. 
acuminatus)  nearly  black,  with  longitudinal  whitish  stripes  on  the  body, 
not  on  the  fins;  1 stripe  from  njiper  edge  of  eye  straight  to  upper  edge  of 
caudal  peduncle,  1 just  above  this  to  last  rays  of  soft  dorsal,  2 confluent 
behind  from  nape  to  middle  of  soft  dorsal,  2 bidow  the  first  from  pectoral 
to  base  of  caudal,  the  lowest  to  edge  of  candal  peduncle;  fins  dusky. 
South  Carolina  to  Brazil ; not  uncommon  in  the  West  Indies,  (acuminatus, 
acuminate.) 

Grammistes  acuminatus,  Bloch  Scuneideu,  Syst.  Icbtli.,  184,  1801,  no  locality  given; 
after  Seba. 

Eques  lineatus,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  169,  1830,  Brazil. 

Eques  acuminatus,  Castelnau,  Auim.  Nouv.  ou  Bares  de  I’AmCr.  du  Sud,  10,  1855;  Gun- 
ther, Cat.,  II,  280,  I860;  Poet,  Memorias,  ii,  370, 1861;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  l.c.,  440. 
Vareques  acuminatus,  Goode,  Bull.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  v,  50,  1876. 

Represented  on  the  South  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  by — 

1873a.  EQUES  ACUMINATUS  UMBROSUS,  Jordan  <fc  Eigenmann. 

Essentially  similar  in  form  to  the  typical  acuminatus,  but  the  color  marks 
obscure,  Head3i;  depth  2|.  D.  X-I,  40;  A.  II,  7 ; scales  6-51-10 ; second 
anal  spine  2^ ; eye  4 ; snout  4 ; maxillary  2^.  Coloration  dark  smutty  brown. 
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witli  traces  only  of  7 pale  streaks;  region  at  base  of  soft  dorsal  darker; 
spinous  dorsal,  tips  of  ventrals,  and  inside  of  gill  cavity  black ; fins  other- 
wise smutty.  Southeast  coast  of  the  United  States,  Charleston  to  Pen- 
sacola. (umhrosus,  shady.) 

Scicena  acuminata,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  573,  1883. 

Eques  acummatus  umhrosus,  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  Eeview  Sciaenidie,  440, 1889,  Charles- 
ton and  Pensacola. 

1874.  EQUES  PU-VCTATUS,  Bloch  & Schneider. 

(Serrana  Hispana.) 

Head  3|;  depth  3.  D.  XI  or  XII-I,  46;  A.  II,  6 or  7 ; scales  8-55  to  59-11 
or  12.  Dorsal  siiines  elongate,  the  longest  2f  in  length  of  body ; soft  parts 
of  vertical  fins  with  white  spots;  body  robust,  the  back  much  compressed, 
the  general  form  much  as  in  Eques  acuminatus,  but  the  caudal  peduncle 
deeper  and  more  compressed ; profile  rather  steeji,  depressed  over  the  eye ; 
snout  slightly  longer  than  eye,  3|  in  head;  eye  as  wide  as  interorbital 
region ; preorbital  broad,  as  wide  as  eye ; mouth  small,  subiuferior ; Max- 
illary almost  extirely  concealed  below  the  preorbital,  2^  in  head,  reaching 
to  below  middle  of  eye ; teeth  in  both  jaws  in  broad  bands,  the  outer  series 
of  the  upper  jaw  enlarged;  preopercle  entire,  the  membrane  with  slight 
cilia;  gill  rakers  small,  slender,  lower  pharyngeals  small;  the 

teeth  all  conical,  those  of  the  posterior  angle  and  inner  series  somewhat 
enlarged;  anterior  dorsal  spines  as  high  as  body;  membranes  of  the  soft 
portions  of  the  vertical  fins  closely  scaled  to  the  tip;  caudal  broadly 
rounded;  anal  short  and  high;  second  spine  about  f of  longest  ray,  3 in 
head;  anal  spine  placed  midway  between  base  of  pectoral  and  base 
of  caudal;  pectorals  and  ventrals  short  and  equal,  If  in  head.  Color 
dark  brown,  a light  bar  in  front  of  eye  extending  around  the  chin,  a second 
pale  bar  extending  around  the  head  immediately  behind  the  eyes,  a third 
extending  from  in  front  of  dorsal  over  base  of  pectorals;  a light  bar  along 
base  of  soft  dorsal;  a light  bar  extending  from  behind  the  elevated  por- 
tion of  the  spinous  dorsal  downward,  dividing  into  2,  the  branches 
running  straight  back,  the  uxiper  branch  to  beginning  of  last  fourth  of 
soft  dorsal,  the  lower  branch  to  base  of  caudal;  2 or  3 light,  undulating 
longitudinal  bars  below  these;  fins  all  dark  brown,  the  soft  portions  of 
the  vertical  fins  with  many  whitish  stellate  spots.  AVest  Indies;  a hand- 
somely colored  fish  not  uncommon  about  Cuba  and  Hayti.  The  specimen 
here  described  from  Havana,  (puuctatus,  spotted.) 


*The  above  account  is  taken  from  a specimen  from  Charleston.  Another  from  Pensa- 
cola (Silas  Stearns’  collection)  shows  the  following  characters: 

Head  3i;  depth  3.  13.  IX-I,  36;  A.  II,  7;  Lat.  1.  53.  Back  somewhat  elevated,  the 
protile  steep  and  nearly  straight  from  the  ti))  of  the  conical  and  rather  pointed  snout  to 
the  base  of  the  dorsal."  Mouth  not  large,  the  maxillary  extending  to  below  the  middle  of 
the  eye.  Lower  jaw  included;  both  jaws  with  broad  hands  of  villiform  teeth,  the  ante- 
rior series  in  the  upper  jaw  considerably  enlarged.  Scales  on  the  head  scarcely  ctenoid 
above,  cycloid  on  the  cheeks.  Gill  rakers  short  rather  stout.  Pectorals  very  short,  not 
reaching  halfway  to  the  tips  of  the  ventrals,  and  hut  halfway  to  the  anal; "as  long  as 
from  the  snout  to  the  edge  of  the  preopercle;  anal  fin  small,  its  tip  not  reaching  to  the 
last  ray  of  the  second  dorsal,  its  spine  robust,  nearly  as  high  as  the  fin,  J the  length 
of  the  head;  first  dorsal  small,  with  slender  spines;  sec"ond  dorsal  very  long,  its  tip  nearly 
reaching  caudal.  Eve  rather  large.  Coloration  everywhere  blackish, "with  traces  of  about 
10  narrow  horizontal  pale  streaks  along  the  sides : spinous  dorsal  and  tips  of  ventrals 
quite  black;  other  fins  smutty ; gill  cover  black  within. 
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Serrana  hispanis,  Parra,  Piezas  Hist.  Nat.  Cuba,  2,  pi.  2,  lower  figure,  1787,  Cuba. 
Eques  punctalus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  106,  1801,  Cuba  (based  on  Parra,  2, 
pi.  2,  fig.  2);  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  pi.  167,  116,  1830;  Gun- 
ther, Cat.  Fish.  Brit.  Mus.,  ii,  281,  I860;  Poey,  Synopsis,  325,  1868;  POEY,  Enuine- 
ratio,  49,  1875;  Jordan  & Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  441,  1889. 

1876.  EQUES  PULCHER,  Steindachner. 

Head  to  3^  in  total  length;  depth  the  same.  D.  X-I,  37  or  38;  A. 
II,  7;  scales  50.  Profile  very  steep,  steeper  than  in  Eques  lanceolatus.” 
Body  deepest  helow  first  dorsal  spine,  thence  rapidly  tapering  to  the  nar- 
row caudal  peduncle;  eye  3 in  head;  snout  14^  in  eye;  mouth  suhinferior, 
the  thick  convex  snout  projecting  beyond  it;  first  ventral  ray  filiform,  3^ 
in  body;  longest  dorsal  spines  If  to  2f  in  length  of  body,  their  height 
nearly  twice  that  of  the  body  below  them.  Color  olivaceous,  3 dark- 
brown  longitudinal  bands  along  the  sides,  the  middle  one  from  eye  back- 
ward reaching  tips  of  middle  caudal  rays;  the  upper  from  occiput 
backward  to  end  of  soft  dorsal ; the  lower  from  lower  corner  of  eye  to  behind 
anal;  2 very  faint  broad  cross  bars,  the  anterior  from  base  of  first  dor- 
sal to  ventrals,  the  next  from  middle  of  soft  dorsal  to  anal;  tip  of  snout 
and  chin  black;  an  oblique  bar  below  eye;  siiinous  dorsal,  pectoral,  and 
ventral  black,  edged  with  white;  edges  of  caudal  yellowish;  anal  with 
brown  points  anteriorly.  (Steindachner.)  Barbados;  not  seen  by  us. 
{pulcher,  pretty.) 

Eques pulcher,  STEINDACHNER,  Icbtli.  Notizen,  vi,  43,  1867,  Barbados;  Jordan  «fc  Eiqen- 
MANN,  1.  c.,  441,  1889. 

Subgenus  EQUES. 

187C.  EQUES  LA>X’E(>LATUS  (Linn^us). 

(Ribbon  Fish;  Guapena;  Serrana.) 

Head  4 ; depth  2|;  eye  4.  D.  XIV  to  XVI-I,  53;  A.  II,  5;  scales  irregular, 
with  smaller  ones  intermixed ; about  12  of  the  anterior  interueurals  wedged 
in  between  the  occiput  and  the  neural  spine  of  the  third  vertebra ; distance 
from  tip  of  snout  to  first  dorsal  spine  much  less  than  depth  of  body.  Body 
deepest  below  first  dorsal  spine,  rapidly  tapering  to  the  narrow  caudal 
peduncle;  profile  very  steep,  little  convex;  eye  little  longer  than  snout; 
preorbital  broad,  nearly  as  wide  as  eye;  mouth  small,  slightly  oblique; 
maxillary  reaching  to  below  anterior  fourth  of  eye;  teeth  all  villiforni  in 
broad  bands,  the  outer  scarcely  enlarged;  preopercle  with  a fringed  mem- 
branous border;  gill  rakers  very  short  and  slender,  6 -(-9;  anterior  dorsal 
spines  much  elongate.  If  in  body ; soft  rays  low,  the  membranes  scaled  to 
the  tips;  anal  small,  its  second  spine  3 in  head;  ventrals  14  in  head;  pec- 
torals scarcely  shorter.  Color,  light  yellowish ; a narrow  brownish  band 
from  the  corner  of  the  mouth  up  across  the  middle  of  the  eye  and  meeting 
its  fellow  on  top  of  head;  another  broader  band  edged  with  a narrow 
white  line  on  each  side  from  the  nape  down  and  back  over  opercle,  meet- 
ing its  fellow  between  the  ventral  fins  and  extending  to  the  tips  of  their 
outer  rays;  a third  and  still  broader  band,  also  bordered  by  white,  extend- 
ing from  the  tips  of  the  dorsal  spines  to  their  base,  then  downward  and 
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backward  to  the  tips  of  the  middle  caudal  rays;  body  below  this  band  sil- 
very white,  above  it  somewhat  darker.  West  Indies,  ranging  northward 
to  Pensacola ; rather  common  southward ; an  interesting  fish  of  a beautiful 
and  singular  coloration,  resembling  that  of  a chfetodont.  The  specimen 
described  by  us  was  taken  near  Pensacola,  {lanceolatus,  lance-shaped.) 

Ribband  Fish,  Edwards,  “Gleanings,  pi.  210,”  Guadeloupe;  Carolina. 

Chcetodon  lanceolatus,  LiNxaiCS,  Syst.  !Nat.,  Ed.  x,  277,  1758,  Caraibes  Islands;  based  on 
Edwards,  pi.  210. 

Serrana,  Parra,  Piezas  de  Hist.  Hat.  de  Cuba,  pi.  2,  upper  figure,  1787,  Cuba. 

Eques  americanus,  Bloch,  Icbtbyol.,  pi.  347,  1793,  West  Indies. 

Eques  balteatus,  Cuvier,  Kegne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  ll,  pi.  29,  fig.  2,  1829,  Martinique;  after 
Edwards;  Cuvier  A Yalexcienxes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  165,  1830. 

Scioena  edioardi,  Groxow,  Cat.  Fish.,  Ed.  Gray,  53,  1854,  Indian  Seas  : after  Edwards. 
Eques  lanceolatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  279,  I860;  Poey,  Euumeratio,  49,  1875;  Jordan  A 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  932,  1883;  Jordan  A Eigenmann,  1.  c.,  442,  1889. 


Group  CIEiailTOlDEI. 

(The  CiRRiiiToiD  Fishes.) 

This  group  agrees  with  the  Fercoidea  in  most  respects,  the  chief  exter- 
nal dilference  lying  in  the  form  of  the  pectorals,  which  have  broad  pro- 
current bases  as  in  the  Scorptenida',  the  lower  rays  being  uubranched  and 
more  or  less  thickened.  One  family  * is  represented  in  our  waters. 


Family  CLVI.  CIRRHITID.E. 

(The  Cihrhitoids.) 

Body  compressed,  oblong,  covered  with  moderate  scales  which  are 
cycloid  or  ctenoid;  lateral  line  continuous,  concurrent  with  the  back,  not 
extending  on  caudal ; mouth  low,  terminal,  with  lateral  cleft ; eye  lateral,  of 
moderate  size ; premaxillaries  protractile ; maxillary  narrow,  not  sheathed 
by  preorbital;  teeth  small,  pointed,  occasionally  with  canines  sometimes 
present  on  vomer  or  palatines;  cheeks  without  bony  suborbital  stay; 
branchiostegals  3 to  6,  usually  6 ; gill  membranes  separate,  free  from  the 
isthmus;  preopercle  serrate  or  entire;  oiiercle  unarmed;  no  spines  or  ser- 
rations on  bones  of  cranium;  dorsal  fin  continuous,  long,  the  spinous  and 
soft  parts  subequal,  the  spines  not  depressible  in  a groove;  soft  dorsal 
low;  spines  rather  low  and  strong;  pectoral  fin  short  and  broad  as  in  the 
Coitidw',  lower  half  of  fin  with  its  rays  simple  and  generally  stout ; the 
membranes  deeply  incised;  ventral  fins  thoracic,  but  considerably  behind 
root  of  pectorals,  the  rays  I,  5;  air  bladder  large  and  complicated  or  want- 
ing; pyloric  cieca  few;  vertebrie  104-16  = 26;  skull  very  compact  and 
solid.!  Carnivorous  fishes  of  the  warm  seas;  genera  10;  species  40;  appar- 

* This  family  sboultl  apparently  be  placed  among  the  Fercoidea  near  the  Serranidce. 

t Dr.  Giintber  gives  in  substance  the  following  description  of  the  skeleton  of  Farracir- 
rhites  forsteri  (Bloch  A Schneider) : 

“Skull  compressed,  all  the  bones  well  ossified,  and  very  solid.  Intermaxillary  much 
shorter  than  maxillary,  and  having  posterior  processes  of  moderate  length.  lUtaxillary 
slightly  bent,  sword-'shaped,  broadest  at  extremitj'.  Mandibulary  having  some  small 
pores  along  lower  side.  Head  of  vomer  thick,  swollen,  and  armed  with  teeth  on  anterior 
margin  only.  Preoperculum  crescent-shaped,  without  angle,  and  with  posterior  part  of 


Jordan  and  Evermanyi, — Fishes  of  North  America.  1491 


ently  really  allied  on  the  one  hand  to  the  Serranida’,  with  which  group 
Dr.  Boulenger  finds  that  the  skeleton  has  much  in  common;  on  the  other 
hand,  they  show  affinities  with  the  Scorpwnidw.  Through  such  forms  as 
these  the  great  group  of  Loricati  or  Mail-Cheek  fishes  may  he  connected 
with  their  perch-like  ancestors.  ( Cirrhitidce,  Giinther,  Cat.,  ii,  71-86, 1860.) 
a.  Teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines;  jaws  with  canines;  scales  on  cheeks  very  small; 
dorsal  spines  11  or  12.  Cirkhites,  597. 


597.  CIRRHITES,  Lacfipede. 

Cirrhites,  LxCEPimE,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  v,  3,  1803  (rnaculatus) . 

CirrhiUchthyt,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  ii,  73,  I860;  not  of  Bleeker. 

Body  ohloug,  compressed,  formed  much  as  in  Scicvna,  covered  with  large 
cycloid  scales;  head  rather  obtuse;  scales  on  cheeks  very  small;  pre- 
maxillaries  not  produced;  teeth  on  vomer  and  usually  on  palatines  also; 
jaws  with  small  canine  teeth;  anterior  nostrils  fringed;  preopercle  evenly 
curved,  its  edge  finely  serrate.  Soft  parts  of  vertical  fins  scaled  at  base. 
Dorsal  rays  11  or  12 ; caudal  truncate,  {cirrhns,  a lock  of  hair  or  a barbel ; 
referring  to  the  simple  pectoral  rays.  *) 

a.  Color  green  with  irregular  si)ot8  and  curved  hands  of  dark  brown,  edged  with 
pale  blue.  rivulatus,  1877. 

aa.  Color  yellowish  with  4 complete  oblique  hands  of  black  not  edged  with  blue, 
besides  black  spots;  caudal  with  a B-shaped  black  spot.  betaurus,  1878. 


1877.  CIllUniTKS  KI VI LATUS,  Valenciennes. 

rTea(12|  ; depth  3.  D.  X,ll;  A.  Ill,  6;  scales  6— 17-14.  Eye  6 in  head, 
with  opercular  Hap.  Snout  moderate*,  compressed,  and  rather  elevated; 
maxillary  extending  to  middle  of  eye;  small  bands  of  villiform  teeth  in 
jaws,  an  outer  row  of  strong  canine-like  teeth  on  the  sides  of  jaws,  with 
strong  canines  toAVards  the  front,  canines  about  interorbital  space 
deeply  concave,  in  eye;  a low  longitudinal  median  crest  on  crown  of 
head;  preopercle  finely  serrate  behind  in  the  young,  entire  in  adult;  gill 
rakers  very  short  and  thick,  about  5-j-lO.  The  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth 
dorsal  spines  longest,  4 in  head,  of  moderate  strength.  Pectoral  very 
broad,  rather  short,  not  reaching  tips  of  ventrals,  its  lower  rays  much 
swollen.  Second  anal  spine  longer  than  third.  Color  brownish  green, 
Avith  transverse  dark-brown  spots  and  short  bauds,  all  of  Avhich  are  edged 


margin  minutely  serrated ; interior  ridge  \mry  low.  Outlines  of  operculum  very  irregular ; 
posterior  margin  notched,  hut  there  are  no  spines;  interior  margin  waved,  luteroxier- 
culum  bent,  with  side  joining  sul)oi)erculum  emarginate.  Suboperculum  elongated,  Avith 
])osterior  extremity  produced  beyond  operculum.  Preorbital  broad,  rhomboid.  Space 
between  orbits  rather  uarroAV  and  flat.  Occipital  crest  well  developed,  triangular;  lateral 
crests  scarcely  A’isible.  Bones  of  humeral  arch  rather  strong,  and  both  the  coracoid 
hones  joined  together  by  a long  horizontal  suture.  Lower  extremity  of  radius  provided 
with  several  x)eculiar  processes.  Pubic  bones  rather  elongate  and  narrow,  each  of  them 
formed  by  three  lamelhe  of  nearly  (>(iual  develoi)ment.  Ten  abdominal  and  16  caudal 
vertebne,  length  of  former  portion  of  vertebral  column  being  to  that  of  caudal  as  1 :1.5. 
Neural  and  haiinal  spines  of  moderate  length  and  strength,  each  of  the  interneurals 
dilated.  The  flrst  interhiemal  A^ery  strong,  and  evidently  formed  bj^  2 ; it  has  2 ridges  on 
each  side,  and  a low  one  anteriorly.” 

* Described  by  Laceiiede  as,  “ lies  barbillons  reunis  par  une  membrane,  et  places  auprt^s 
de  la  pectorale,’de  maniere  h representer  une  nageoire  semblable  t\  cette  derniere.” 
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with  light  bine;  these  hands  and  spots  singularly  arranged:  2 of  these 
hands  on  the  head,  crossing  preopercle ; 2 others  on  preorhital ; 5 on  body 
and  caudal  peduncle,  composed  of  large,  more  or  less  confluent,  roundish 
spots,  the  2 below  the  spinous  portion  of  the  dorsal  terminating  above  in 
a pair  of  large  spots;  caudal  with  similar  ocellated  spots,  the  pale  color 
appearing  as  reticulations  around  them;  2 large  ocelli  on  anal:  a brown 
band  across  the  inner  side  of  base  of  pectoral.  Length  14  inches.  Cape 
San  Lucas  to  the  Galapagos  Islands;  not  rare  about  rocky  islands;  an  in- 
teresting and  curiously  colored  fish.  Here  described  from  specimens  from 
the  Revillagigedos;  the  young  unknown,  unless  G.  beiaurus  should  be  the 
young  as  has  been  supposed,  (rivulatus,  marked  by  rill-like  streaks.) 

Cirrhite^  rirulatm,  Talexciexxes.  Voyage  Venus,  roiss.,309,  pi.  3,  flg.  1,1855,  Galapagos 
Islands. 

Cirrbitichihys  rivulaiui,  Gunther.  Fisli  Centr.  Am.,  421,  pL  86,  flg.  4, 1868. 

1S7S.  t IRBHITES  BETAUBUS.  Gill. 

Head2f;  depth  3.  D.  X,  11 : A.  Ill,  5.  Preoperculum  serrated  behind. 
Eye  (in  young)  34  in  head,  equal  to  snout.  Fourth  dorsal  spine  longest 
and  equals  ^ of  the  total  length;  second  anal  spine  largest,  equaling  the 
fourth  dorsal  one;  longest  soft  ray  6|  in  total  length;  caudal  tin  slightly 
emarginate  and  nearly  4 of  the  length : produced  pectoral  ray  rather  ex- 
ceeding ^ of  the  length,  and  the  ventral  fin  enters  54  times  in  the  same. 
Color  pale  yellowish  on  the  body,  blackish  on  the  shoulders  and  from 
the  dorsal  fin  to  the  eyes,  and  with  4 complete,  oblique,  blackish  bands; 
the  first  under  the  middle  of  the  spinous  dorsal,  the  second  under  the  last 
spine,  the  third  under  the  middle  of  the  soft’dorsal,  and  the  fourth  encir- 
cling the  caudal  peduncle;  head  with  3 lateral  bands,  1 on  the  preorbital 
region,  a second  on  the  cheek,  and  third  on  the  jmsterior  margin  of  the 
preoperculum;  operculum  with  a longitudinal  oblong  spot;  chin  with  4 
spots  forming  the  angles  of  a rhomb,  and  there  is  another  one  behind,  on 
the  branchiostegal  membrane  near  the  margin;  spinous  dorsal  margined 
with  blackish,  and  the  2 bands  beneath  more  or  less  ascend  on  it  : anal 
blackish;  caudal  with  a blackish  B-shaped  mark  and  a band  at  its  base 
divided  by  the  lateral  line;  pectoral  dusky,  with  a black  spot  at  its  base 
nearly  surrounded  by  a clear  area,  and  separated  from  a spot  in  front  of 
the  base;  ventrals  blackish,  with  nearly  transparent  sides  and  margin. 
Rock  pools  between  tide  marks  about  Cape  San  Lucas  and  Mazatlan; 
abundant:  a very  active  and  strikingly  colored  little  fish.  The  largest 
specimens  known  are  24  inches  long.  The  adult  is  unknown  unless 
Cirrhiles  riniJains  should  prove  to  be  such.  There  is  no  important  dilfer- 
ence  in  form  or  structure,  but  the  coloration  of  the  two  is  very  difierent, 
and  suggests  that  the  two  are  distinct  .species.  (f5t'?ra,  the  letter  B ; oi'pd, 
tail.) 

Cirrhitci  hetarus,  Giix,  Proo.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862.  259,  Cape  San  Lucas  (CoU.  Jolm 
Xaniuai:  young,  of  14  inches. 
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Suborder  HOLCONOTI. 

(The  Surf-fishes.) 

We  recognize  the  singular  family  of  Emhiotocidw  as  constituting  a dis- 
tinct group  or  suborder  allied  to  the  Percoidea  on  the  one  hand  and  to  the 
Pharyngognathi  on  the  other,  but  without  very  close  affinities  with  either. 
The  structures  connected  with  the  viviparous  habit,  the  united  pharyn- 
geals,  increased  numl)er  of  vertebra^,  double  nostrils,  perfect  gills,  and 
many  rays  in  the  soft  dorsal  and  anal,  together  with  the  unarmed  bones  of 
the  head,  constitute  the  chief  characters  of  the  Holconoii.  (oAko?,  groove; 
vS)To<;,  back.) 

Family  CLYII.  EMBIOTOCID^.* 

(The  Sukf-Fisiies.) 

Body  ovate  or  oblong,  compressed,  covered  with  cycloid  scales  of  mod- 
erate size.  Cheeks,  operculum,  and  iuteroperculum  scaly;  lateral  line 
continuous,  running  high,  without  abrupt  Ilexure,  not  extending  on  the 
caudal  fin;  head  rather  short ; mouth  small,  terminal;  jaws  with  conical 
or  compressed  teeth  of  moderate  or  small  size,  in  1 or  2 series;  teeth 
wanting  in  1 genus  (Neoditrema)’,  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  no 
canines;  lower  pharyngeals  united,  without  suture,  their  teeth  conical  or 
paved;  upper  jaw  freely  protractile;  lips  full,  the  lower  either  forming  a 
free  border  to  the  jaw  or  else  attached  by  a frenum  at  the  symphysis; 
maxillary  short,  without  supplemental  bone,  slii)ping  for  most  or  all  of  its 
length  under  the  preorbital;  opercular  bones  entire;  branchiostegals  6 
(or  5) ; gill  rakers  usually  slender ; gill  openings  wide,  the  membranes  free 
from  the  isthmus  or  very  slightly  connected;  pseudobranchifc  present; 
gills  4,  a slit  behind  the  fourth;  nostrils  round;  the  openings  2 on  each 
side;  dorsal  fin  single,  long,  Avith  8 to  18  usually  slender  spines,  which 
are  depressible  in  a groove;  a sheath  of  scales  along  the  base  of  the  ante- 
rior part  of  soft  doisal  and  posterior  part  of  spinous  dorsal;  this  sheath 
separated  by  a furroAV  from  the  scales  of  the  body;  anal  fin  elongate 
with  3 moderate  or  small  spines  and  15  to  35  slender  soft  rays,  its  form  and 
structure  differing  in  the  two  sexes;  Amntral  fins  thoracic,  I,  5;  pectorals 
moderate;  caudal  forked;  oviduct  opening  behind  the  A’^ent,  the  two 
apertures  always  distinctly  separated;  air  bladder  large,  simple;  no 
pyloric  ca?ca;  vertebrie  13  to  19-|-19  to  23  = 32  to  42.  ViAuparous.  The 
young  are  hatched  within  the  body,  where  they  remain  closely  packed  in 
a sac-like  enlargement  of  the  oviduct  analogous  to  the  uterus  until  born. 
These  foetal  fishes  bear  at  first  little  resemblance  to  the  parent,  being 
closely  compressed  and  haA’ing  the  vertical  fins  exceedingly  elevated.  At 
birth  they  are  from  to  inches  in  length,  and  similar  to  the  adult 
in  appearance,  but  more  compressed  and  red  in  color.  Since  the  announce- 
ment of  their  viviparous  nature  by  Prof.  Louis  Agassiz,  in  1853  and  by 

* For  an  account  of  the  genera  and  species  of  Emhiotocidoe  and  a detailed  description  of 
the  development  of  Cymatoyastcr  aggregatus,  see  Eigenmann,  on  the  Viviparous  Fishes 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  of  Nortli  America,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1892  (1894),  381-478. 
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Dr.  William  P.  Gibbons  in  1854,  these  fishes  have  been  objects  of  special 
interest  to  zoologists.  Fishes  of  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  America  inhab- 
iting bays  and  the  surf  on  sandy  beaches.  One  species  ( Hysterocarpus  trasTci) 
inhabits  fresh  waters;  3 others  (Ditrema  tenimincJci,  Ditrema  smUtii,  and 
Neoditrema  ransonneti)  are  found  in  Japan.  These  species  reach  a length  of 
from  6 to  18  inches,  and  are  very  abundant  where  found.  They  are  much 
used  for  food,  but  the  flesh  is  comparatively  poor,  tasteless,  and  bony. 
Most  of  them  feed  on  Crustacea,  but  1 genus  {Abeona)  is  partly  or  wholly 
herbivorous.  Genera  17 ; species  about  20. 

Hystekocarpin^  : 

I.  Spinous  dorsal  longer  than  the  soft  part,  of  16  to  18  spines;  second  anal  spine  the 

largest.  Vertebrae  14  1-  20=34. 

a.  Scales  large;  teeth  moderate,  conical,  in  1 series;  lower  lip  without  frenum; 
about  12  of  the  medium  posterior  teeth  of  pharyugeals  large,  all  but  the 
median  3 of  these  obliquely  truncate  molars,  the  rest  small;  gill  rakers 
short,  slender,  6 + 12.  Hysterocarpds,  598. 

EmBIOTOCIN^  : 

II.  Spinous  dorsal  shorter  than  the  soft  part,  8 to  11  spines;  anal  spines  graduated. 

h.  Teeth  incisor-like,  most  of  them  obtuselj’  3-lobed;  lower  lip  with  a narrow 
frenum;  outer  series  of  pharyngeal  teeth  small,  conic;  the  rest  (about  32) 
large  molars  closely  appressed;  anal  basis  below  7 caudal  vertebne;  scales 
large;  gill  rakers  long,  slender,  C-l-14;  sixth  dorsal  spine  highest;  male 
with  a deep  depression  at  the  base  of  anterior  anal  rays ; a gland  below 
middle  of  the  depression;  vertebr®  14  + 20=34;  herbivorous,  feeding 
largely  on  Viva.  Abeona,  599. 

hb.  Teeth  entire,  usually  bluntly  conic. 

c.  Scales  large,  36  to  50  in  lateral  line;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  shortish;  size 
small. 

d.  Lower  lip  thin,  without  frenum ; vertebra'  14  + 20  = 34;  gill  rakers 
long,  slender,  10  + 21 ; base  of  anal  below  12  caudal  vertebrae ; 
central  and  posterior  pharyngeal  teeth  blunt  molars. 

Cymatogaster,  600. 

dd.  Lower  lip  thin,  with  a narrow  frenum ; v^ertebrae  34. 

c.  Head  slender  and  pointed;  gill  rakers  rather  slender;  body 
rather  elongate,  not  greatly  compressed ; dorsal  rays  VIII, 
15.  Brachyistius,  601. 

ee.  Head  rather  deep  and  not  pointed;  gill  rakers  thickish ; body 
deep  compressed;  doi’sal  rays  X,  18.  Zalembius, 602. 

cc.  Scales  comparatively  small,  60  to  75  in  lateral  line. 

/.  Teeth  in  each  jaw  in  2 series;  male  with  1 of  the  anterior  rays  of 
the  anal  transformed- into  a triangular  plate,  the  anal  base  form- 
ing a decided  angle  at  this  point,  the  rays  in  front  of  it  with  a 
thick  covering  of  skin;  pharyngeal  teeth  mostly  small,  conic, 
only  a few  in  the  last  2 series  enlarged,  some  of  these  sometimes 
truncate  molars. 

g.  Lower  lip  without  a frenum ; vertebra?  32  to  35. 

h.  Gill  rakers  very  long,  slender  and  tapering,  23  to  29;  anal 
basis  below  12  to  14  caudal  vertebrae;  body  much  com- 
pressed. 

i.  Anal  comparatively  short,  its  rays  III,  23. 

Hypocritichthys,  603. 

ii.  Anal  long,  its  rays  III,  29  to  32 ; eye  A'ery  large ; pro- 

file depressed  above  nape.  Hy'perprosopon,  604 
lih.  Gill  rakers  moderate,  blunt  and  stout,  6 j 11 ; anal  basis 
below  11  caudal  vertebrae;  body  less  compressed. 

Holconotus,  605. 
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gg.  Lower  lip  attached  by  a broad  frenum;  vertebrtB  13  + 16 ; gill 
rakers  short,  stout,  blunt,  5 + 11 ; anal  basis  below  10  cau- 
dal vertebrae.  Amphistichus,  606. 

Jf.  Teeth  in  a single  series  in  each  jaw. 

j.  Dentigerous  surface  of  lower  pharyngeal  flat  or  concave. 

fc.  Abdominal  vertebne  13  to  15  only,  the  abdomen  much 
shorter  than  the  base  of  the  long  anal  fin;  anterior  and 
lateral  pharyngeal  teeth  small,  conic,  the  median  and 
posterior  ones  large,  truncate  molars;  males  with  a 
gland  on  some  of  the  anterior  anal  rays,  the  anal  basis 
Avithout  angle,  none  of  the  rays  modified  to  form  a defi- 
nite plate. 

I.  Lower  lip  thin,  normal,  entire,  with  a frenum. 

m.  Vertelme  14+18  or  19;  anal  basis  beloAV  9 caudal 
vertebrm ; first  htemal  spine  small,  applied  to 
the  second.  Embiotoca,  607. 

mm.  Vertebrae  14  or  15  + 21  to  24;  anal  basis  below 
11  or  more  caudal  vertebrae;  first  haemal 
spine  as  long  as  second,  sometimes  approxi- 
mated to  the  second. 

n.  Caudal  peduncle  short  and  deep;  caudal  not 
deeply  forked.  TAiNiorocA,  608. 

nn.  Caudal  peduncle  long  and  slender,  little  com- 
pressed; caudal  deeply  forked. 

PlIANERODON,  609 . 

II.  Lower  lip  without  a frenum,  very  thick,  lobed  or  incised 

behind;  gill  rakers  long;  vertebra*  14  + 22  = 36. 

IxHACOCHILUS,  610. 

kk.  Abdominal  vertebra  17,  caudal  19;  abdomen  very  long, 
much  longer  than  the  base  of  the  short  anal  fin;  lips 
large,  entire,  the  lower  Avith  a frenum ; gill  rakers  slen- 
der, short,  7 i 13;  anterior  and  lateral  teeth  of  pharyn- 
geals  small,  bluntly  conic ; a triangular  posterior  patch 
of  larger  teeth,  all  but  the  posterior  row  truncate,  the 
posterior  roAv  conic.  Hypsurus,  611. 

jj.  Dentigerous  surface  of  lower  pharyngeals  arched,  the  anterior 
teeth  much  Avorn,  the  posterior  not  at  all ; cutting  surface  of 
anterior  teeth  flattened,  that  of  the  ])03teiior  teeth  not  faced ; 
teeth  of  the  upper  pharyngeals  similar  to  those  of  the  lower 
pharyngeals,  but  the  posterior  teeth  of  the  upper  pharyn- 
geal applied  to  the  antei-ior  of  the  loAver  i)haryngeal  (the 
posterior  teeth  aboA'O  resembling  the  anterior  teeth  below; 
the  anteiior  above,  the  posterior  beloAv) ; lips  thin,  noi-mal, 
Avith  a frenum ; gill  rakers  slender.  Damalichthys,  612. 


598.  HYSTEROCARPUS,  Gibbons. 

IIy$terocarpus,  Gibbons,  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcrij)!,  May  18, 1854,  and  in  Proc.  Ac. 
Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  124  {traski). 

Sargosomus  (Agassiz  MS.)  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Dost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.  1861,  128 
(jluviatilis) . 

Dacentrus,  Jordan,  Bull.  U.S.  Geol.  Surv.,  iv,  667,  1878  (lucens). 

Body  ovate,  the  back  strongly  elevated  and  convex;  head  small,  the  snout 
projecting;  mouth  small,  with  1 series  of  rather  large,  bluntly  conical 
teeth;  thejatvs  about  equal;  lips  not  much  enlarged,  the  lower  forming 
a free  border,  without  frenum;  gill  rakers  moderate,  widely  set;  branch!- 
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ostegals  5;  scales  rather  large,  silvery;  spinous  dorsal  very  long,  of  about 
16  spines,  highest  at  the  fifth  or  sixth,  thence  gradually  shortened  each 
way,  the  last  spines  being  shorter  than  the  soft  rays;  anal  spines  stronger 
than  in  the  other  genera,  curved,  the  second  spine  being  longer  and 
stronger  than  the  first  and  third,  which  are  nearly  equal;  soft  rays  of  anal 
20  to  23  in  number,  the  anterior  simply  articulated.  Fresh  waters  of  Cal- 
ifornia; a most  remarkable  genus,  with  a single  known  species.  ( udrepa, 
womb;  xcxpTtos,  fruit.) 

1879.  HTSTEROCARPUS  TRASKI,  Gibbons. 

Head  31^;  depth  2.  D.  XYI  to  XVIII,  11 ; A.  Ill,  22;  lateral  line  40.  Body 
oval,  compressed;  doral  outline  strongly  convex;  ventral  curve  less  than 
that  of  the  back  ; head  small ; snout  bluntly  conic ; jirofile  from  snout  to 
occiput  concave;  mouth  small,  oblique;  maxillary  not  reaching  orbit; 
lower  jaw  included;  lateral  line  following  the  curve  of  the  hack;  dorsal 
spines  rather  high,  the  fourth  to  seventh  highest,  the  others  gradually 
lower  each  way,  the  last  spine  shorter  than  the  soft  rays;  anal  spines 
strongly  curved;  cheeks  with  3 rows  of  large  scales.  Males  above  dark 
brown,  sides  yellowish  or  olivaceous,  with  fine  black  dots;  throat  and 
belly  golden  yellow ; females  olivaceous  darker  above,  with  black  blotches 
on  sides  in  irregular  transverse  bars.  Rivers  of  Central  California,  chiefly 
in  the  Sacramento  Valley,  from  Lake  County  to  Santa  Clara  County ; locally 
abundant.  (Xamed  for  Dr.  J.  B.  Trask,  of  San  Francisco,  who  sent 
specimens  to  Dr.  Gibbons.) 

Systerocarpus  traski,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1854,  105,  lagoons  of  the  lower 
Sacramento  River  (Coll.  Dr.  J.  B.  Trask) ; Girard,  U.  S.  Pacific  R.  R.  Survey,  x,  190, 
pi.  26,  fig.  14,  1858;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  251,  1862;  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  587, 
1883;  Eigenmann  & Ulrey,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1892,  399. 

Sargosomus  fluviatilis  (Agassiz  MS.)  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist., 
VIII,  1861,  130,  Sacramento  River. 

Dacentms  Incens,  Jordan,  Bull.  U.  S.  Geol.  Surv.,  iv,  667, 1878,  Sacramento  River;  errone- 
ously ascribed  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

599.  ABEONA,  Girard. 

Micrometms*\,  Gibbons,  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcript,  May  30,  1854  (aggn'egatus 
and  minimus). 

Abeona,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1855,  322  (trowbridgii~inimus). 

Body  ovate  or  oblong,  compressed;  head  moderate;  mouth  small;  the 
jaws  about  equal;  lips  rather  thin,  the  lower  with  a narrow  frenum; 
teeth  in  one  principal  series,  besides  which  are  often  1 or  2 other  teeth, 
stout,  somewhat  compressed,  and  incisor-like;  all  or  most  of  the  teeth  3- 
lobed;  gill  rakers  very  slender,  of  moderate  length;  lower  pharyngeals 
scarcely  concave  behind ; the  outer  teeth  small,  conic,  the  rest  large  molars 
closely  appressed;  scales  large.  Dorsal  fin  short  and  high;  the  spines 


* Mt/cpo?,  small;  fxerpov,  measure. 

1 Equivalent  to  Cymatogaster,  Gibbons,  May  18,  1854,  including  the  same  species ; re- 
stricted to  minimus  hy  Alexander  Agassiz,  IsM;  a restriction  perhaps  not  allowable,  as 
^licrometrus  was  an  exact  synonym  of  Cymatogaster. 
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robust ; the  middle  ones  highest  and  rather  higher  than  the  soft  rays ; anal 
fin  short  and  deep,  below  7 caudal  vertebrie,  with  strong  spines ; male  with 
a deep  depression  at  base  of  anterior  anal  rays,  a gland  below  middle  of 
the  depression;  vertebrse  (A.  minima)  14 -f  20  = 34.  Species  of  small  size; 
partly  or  wholly  herbivorous,  living  in  rock  jiools  and  feeding  on  sea- 
weeds Coloration  variegated.  (A  coined  name  without  meaning.) 

a Dorsal  rays  IX,  14;  anal  III,  16;  skies  with  a dusky  band,  besides  dark  cross  bars 
and  spots.  minima,  1880. 

aa  Dorsal  rays  IX,  17 ; anal  III,  20 ; a diftnse  lateral  shade  of  orange  besides  dark  dots 
and  shades;  a dark  axillary  blotch.  aurora,  1881. 

1880.  ABEO'A  MIXIIIA  (Gibbons). 

Head  3^;  depth  2.  D.  IX,  14;  A.  Ill,  16;  scales  4-45-12.  Body  oval, 
compressed,  with  thick  short  caudal  peduncle  and  very  short  head.  Pro- 
file moderately  depressed  above  the  eyes.  Spinous  dorsal  rapidly  rising 
to  the  fifth  or  sixth  spine,  thence  gradually  descending ; spinous  dorsal 
higher  than  soft  part,  the  last  spine  as  high  as  first  soft  ray;  pectorals 
not  reaching  as  far  as  ventrals,  which  reach  about  to  the  front  of  anal; 
third  anal  spine  not  much  longer  than  second ; highest  dorsal  spine  equals 
snout  and  eye;  third  anal  spine  3 in  head;  pectoral  1-^  ; origin  of  ventral 
spine  about  the  width  of  a scale  behind  the  vertical  from  pectoral  base. 
Cheeks  with  scales  in  2|  series.  Color  green isli  above  with  bluish  reflec- 
tions, thickly  dusted  with  black  dots;  an  irregular  longitudinal  black 
band  along  axis  of  body,  and  2 vertical  dark  bars  downward  from  base  of 
dorsal  fin  on  which  they  appear  as  blotches;  sides  often  with  much  light 
yellow;  axil  of  pectoral  black;  ventrals  and  anal  tipped  with  black. 
Length  6 inches.  San  Francisco  to  San  Diego;  rather  common;  the 
smallest  of  the  family,  (minimus,  smallest.) 

Cymatogaster  minimus,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1854, 125,  San  Francisco  Bay. 
Uolconotus  trowbridgii,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  18.54, 152,  no  locality  given. 
Abeona  trowbridgii,  Girard,  U.  S.  P.  R R.  Surv.,  x,  Fisbes,  186,  pi.  34,  figs.  6-10, 1858. 
Abeona  minima,  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  587,  1883;  Eioenmann  & Ulrey,  4 c.,  398. 

1881.  ABEOXA  AEKOIIA,  Jordan  A Gilbert. 

Head  4 ; depth  2|.  D.  IX,  17 ; A.  Ill,  20 ; lateral  line  45.  Body  elongate, 
with  a very  long  and  rather  thick  caudal  peduncle.  Head  transversely 
very  convex  above,  and  with  a blunt  snout.  Mouth  small,  oblique;  max- 
illary reaching  but  ^ the  distance  to  front  of  orbit.  Spinous  dorsal  with 
the  fifth  to  the  ninth  spines  highest,  and  about  equal  to  the  longest  soft 
ray.  Caudal  forked  for  nearly  4 its  length.  Scales  on  cheeks  in  3 dis- 
tinct series.  Color  bluish  black  above,  becoming  lighter  on  sides  and 
silvery  below.  Opercles  and  lower  4 of  sides  punctate  with  black  dots 
and  shaded  with  light  orange,  the  latter  more  intense  on  the  centers  of 
the  scales  and  forming  a diffuse  lateral  band ; a broad  grayish  streak  back- 
ward from  pectorals  to  opposite  origin  of  anal,  this  streak  without  orange 
tint  and  with  the  margins  of  the  scales  dark  by  aggregation  of  black 
points;  young  specimens  with  the  bright  lateral  shade  more  distinct,  and 
3030 17 
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rosy  instead  of  orange ; fins  marked  with  more  or  less  blackish,  the  anal 
with  some  yellowish ; a conspicuous  black  triangular  blotch  in  the  axil  of 
the  pectoral.  Length  7 inches.  Monterey  Bay,  California;  locally  abun- 
dant in  rock  pools ; not  seen  elsewhere ; feeds  upon  Viva,  {aurora,  sunrise. ) 

Abeona  aurora.  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  299,  Monterey  Bay  (Coll. 
Jordan  & Gilbert) , Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Sj^nopsis,  588,  1883. 


6oo.  CYMATOGASTER,  Gibbons. 

Gi/matogaster*  Gibbons,  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcript,  May  18,  1851  (aggregatus 
and  minimus) . 

Micrometrus,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  in  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcript,  May 
30,  1854  (aggregatus  and  minimus) . 

Metrogaster  (Agassiz  MS.)  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Boston  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  viii,  1861, 
128,  and  (aggregatus). 

Serna,  Jordan,  Bull.  TI.  S.  Geol.  Surx.,  iv,  399,  1878  (signifer;  Zarro;  with  A’ery  high  ver- 
tical fins  and  closely  compressed  body). 

Body  elliptical,  oblong,  compressed;  head  conic;  mouth  small,  oblique, 
the  lower  jaw  sliglitly  shorter;  lips  thin,  the  lower  without  frenum ; teeth 
small,  conical,  rather  numerous,  in  1 series.  Gill  rakers  moderate,  slender; 
scales  comparatively  large;  dorsal  spines  rather  high,  some  of  the  middle 
ones  highest,  the  posterior  not  so  high  as  the  soft  rays;  the  soft  dorsal 
shortened;  anal  moderate,  with  weak  spines;  caudal  forked;  pharyngeals 
normal,  the  teeth  mostly  conic,  the  central  and  posterior  teeth  molar; 
vertebrae  14-f-20— 34.  Carnivorous  species  of  small  size,  abounding  on 
sandy  or  muddy  shores,  {uv/ia,  foetus;  ya6rr]p,  belly.) 

1882.  CYMATOGASTER  AGGREGATUS,  Gibbons. 

(Sparada;  Viviparous  Perch.) 

Head  3^;  depth  2|.  D.  IX,  20;  A.  Ill,  23;  scales  3-38-11.  Body  elon- 
gate-oval, compressed,  heaviest  at  the  front  of  the  dorsal ; caudal  pedun- 
cle short  and  slender;  head  short;  teeth  very  small,  conical,  -5-;  dorsal 
spines  high  and  rather  feeble,  rising  rapidly  to  the  fifth,  thence  slowly 
descending,  the  last  lower  than  the  soft  rays;  pectorals  reaching  past  tips 
of  ventrals,  Avhich  do  not  reach  nearly  to  vent;  third  anal  spine  the  long- 
est, shorter  than  soft  rays;  ventral  spine  situated  about  2 scales  behind 
the  vertical  from  the  base  of  the  pectoral.  Cheeks  with  3 rows  of  scales^ 
Gill  rakers  short  and  slender,  aliout  18  below  angle.  Silvery,  back  dusky ; 
middle  of  sides  anteriorly  with  the  scales  each  with  a cluster  of  dark 
points,  these  forming  a series  of  longitudinal  stripes,  which  extend  to 
opposite  the  base  of  the  anal;  these  stripes  are  interrupted  by  3 A ertical 
light-yellow  bars,  on  which  are  no  black  specks  in  the  adult,  t Adult 

*'The  name  Cymatogaster  wa.s  first  applied  by  Dr.  Gibbons  to  2 species,  aggregatus 
and  minimus.  Shortly  afterwards  Dr.  Gibbons  transferred  the  name  Cymatogaster  to 
Holconotus,  giving  a new  name  Micrometrtis  to  aggregatus  and  minimus.  Still  later, 
Girard  gave  the  name  Abeona  to  mhiimus  and  Agassiz  gave  the  name  Metrogaster  to 
aggregatus.  In  1862  Gill  restored  the  name  Cymatogaster  to  aggregatus,  an  arrangement 
which  should  probably  stand. 

tFor  an  excellent  detailed  account  of  the  development  of  this  .species  see  Eigenmann, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Eish  Comm,  for  1892,  412-478. 
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males  in  spring  almost  entirely  black.  Length  6 inches.  Pacific  Coast, 
from  Fort  Wrangel,  Alaska  to  Todos  Santos  Bay,  Lower  California;  every- 
where exceedingly  abundant  in  sandy  or  muddy  shallows,  and  about  the 
wharves,  {aggregatus,  crowded  together.) 

Cymatogaster  aggregaius,  Gibbons,  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcript,  May  18,  1854,  San 
Francisco;  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Kat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,106;  Eigenmann  &,  Uleey,  1.  c., 
397;  Eigenmann,  Bull.  U.  S.  Eisli  Comm.  1892  (1894),  401. 

Micromelrus  aggregatus,  Gibbons,  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcript,  May  30,  1854;  Gib. 

BONS,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  125;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  590.  , 

Scma  signifer,  Jordan,  Bull.  Hayden’s  Geol.  Surv.,  iv,  399,  1878,  Rio  Grande,  Browns- 
ville, Texas;  an  error,  the  types  having  really  come  from  San  Francisco. 

Metrogaster  lineolatus  (Agassiz  ms.),  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist., 
VIII,  1861,  129,  San  Francisco. 

Ditrema  aggregatum,  Glnther,  Cat.,  iv,  248. 

6oi.  BRACHYISTIUS,  Gill. 

Brachyistius,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  275  {/renatia) . 

Body  elongate,  compressed,  with  long  caudal  peduncle  and  slender 
pointed  snout;  mouth  very  small,  with  one  row  of  bluutish  teeth;  lower 
lip  thin,  entire,  with  a freuum;  gill  rakers  rather  slender.  Pharyngeals 
essentially  as  in  Cymatogaster.  Scales  large.  Vertical  fins  very  short. 
Small  carnivorous  species,  living  on  sandy  shores.  {/Jpaxvs,  short ; idrtov, 
sail,  or  dorsal  fin.) 

1883.  BRACHYISTIUS  FKEX ATUS,  Gill. 

Head  3f ; depth  3.  D.  VIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  22;  lateral  line  40.  Body  elon- 
gate, compressed,  regularly  elliptical,  with  a slender  pointed  head  and  a 
long  caudal  peduncle;  profile  much  depressed  over  the  eyes,  the  snout 
projecting.  Mouth  very  small,  oblique,  maxillary  not  reaching  orbit. 
Cheeks  with  2 rows  of  scales.  Dorsal  spines  very  long  and  rather 
strong,  the  sixth  and  seventh  the  longest  and  a little  longer  than  the  soft 
rays.  Caudal  rather  deeply  forked.  Gill  rakers  slender,  rather  long. 
Color  dark  olive  brown  above,  each  scale  with  a dark  spot  at  base,  followed 
by  a light  mark;  below  bright  light  coppery  red;  each  scale  with  a blue 
spot  and  dark  punctulations ; head  colored  like  the  body;  fins  all  light 
reddish.  Length  8 inches.  Vancouver  Island  to  Gaudalupe ; locally  very 
abundant,  especially  northward  in  shallow  water,  {frenatiis,  bridled.) 
Brachyistius  f renatus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  275,  California  coast. 

Ditrema  brevipinne,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  248, 1862,  Esquimault  Harbor,  Vancouver  Island. 
Micromelrus  frenatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  S3’noi)3i8,  589,1883. 

6o2.  ZALEMBIUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

Zalembius,  Jordan  <fe  Evermann,  Check-List,  403,  1896  (rosaceus). 

This  genus  agrees  in  most  respects  with  Brachyistius,  but  the  body  and 
head  are  deep  and  compressed,  the  caudal  peduncle  short,  and  the  vertical 
fins  are  longer  than  in  Brachyistius.  The  single  species  inhabits  waters  of 
considerable  depth,  50  fathoms  or  more,  being  the  only  member  of  the 
familj’^  not  confined  to  the  shores,  most  of  them  living  in  the  surf  in  very 
shallow  waters.  surges  of  the  sea;  life  within,  the  root 

word  of  Emhiotoca.) 
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1884.  ZALEMBIUS  ROSACEUS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  3^;  depth  2^.  D.  X,  18;  A.  Ill,  20;  scales  6-50-16.  Body  oblong- 
ovate,  deepest  at  the  shoulders,  the  profile  thence  to  the  occiput  convex, 
the  occipital  and  interorhital  region  considerably  depressed ; body  taper- 
ing backward  from  the  shoulders  into  a short  and  slender  caudal  peduncle. 
Head  small,  thick,  the  snout  blunt.  Mouth  comparatively  large,  little' 
oblique,  the  lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  slightly  passing  the  vertical 
from  the  front  of  the  orbit ; premaxillary  anteriorly  on  a level  with  the 
inferior  margin  of  the  pupil.  Eye  very  large,  its  diameter  about  i 
the  length  of  the  head;  interorbital  region  very  broad.  Teeth  large, 
conical,  truncate  at  tiji,  about  none  on  the  sides  of  the  lower  jaw; 
gill  rakers  very  short  and  slender,  about  12  below  angle.  Scales  on  the 
cheek  in  3 series.  Spinous  dorsal  high,  the  first  spine  about  f the 
length  of  the  highest,  the  sixth  to  tenth  of  nearly  equal  height,  and 
higher  than  the  soft  rays;  pectorals  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals, 
which  reach  about  to  front  of  anal;  origin  of  ventral  spine  nearly  below 
the  vertical  from  the  posterior  end  of  pectoral  base;  anal  fin  with  the  base 
oblique,  the  spines  rather  strong,  and  more  or  less  curved.  Caudal  fin 
narrow,  forked  for  more  than  ^ its  length,  the  lobes  rather  pointed; 
pectoral  fins  small,  not  reaching  to  the  tips  of  the  ventrals.  Color  rose- 
red  with  silvery  luster,  darker  above;  top  of  head  orange;  a very  distinct 
chocolate-colored  spot  above  the  lateral  line  at  the  origin  of  the  soft 
dorsal  fin ; another  smaller  one  just  below  the  end  of  the  soft  dorsal.  Fins 
immaculate,  tinged  with  reddish.  Length  8 inches.  Coast  of  California- 
the  types  from  deep  water  outside  the  Golden  Gate;  occasionally  taken 
by  fishermen  with  sweep  nets,  also  dredged  in  deep  waters  in  different 
places  by  the  Albatross.  A beautiful  and  interesting  fish,  {rosaceus,  rosy.) 

Oymatogaster  rosaceus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  303,  off  San 
Francisco.  (Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Micrometrus  rosaceus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synop.sis,  589,  1883. 

603.  HYPOCRITICHTHYS,  Gill. 

Hypocritichthys,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  14,  275  (analis). 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Hyperprosopon,  differing  chiefly  in  the  short 
anal  fin  which  has  but  23  rays.  (v7toHpirr^<;,  hypocrite;  ix^v?,  fish,  in 
form  and  size  resembling  Cymatogaster,  thus  belying  its  affinities  which 
are  entirely  with  Hyperprosopon.) 

1885.  HYPOCRITICHTHYS  ANALIS  (Alexander  Agasaiz) 

Head  3^ ; depth  2^.  D.  IX,  22 ; A.  Ill,  23 ; lateral  line  63.  Body  compara- 
tively elongate,  formed  much  as  in  Brachyistms  frenatus;  upper  anterior 
profile  nearly  straight,  depressed  above  the  eyes;  snout  sharp;  mouth 
large,  very  oblique,  tip  of  the  lower  jaw  on  a line  with  the  upper  profile 
of  the  snout ; maxillary  reaching  front  of  orbit ; gill  rakers  long,  numerous ; 
lower  lip  without  frenum ; dorsal  spines  high  and  slender,  longer  than  soft 
rays,  the  middle  longest;  anal  spines  small;  caudal  fin  short,  not  widely 
forked ; pectorals  short  and  broad,  f the  length  of  head ; eye  | length  of 
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snout.  Color  silvery;  an  inky  blotch  on  the  middle  of  the  anal  fin,  and  a 
fainter  blotch  on  the  spinous  dorsal;  front  of  anal  yellow;  fins  otherwise 
plain;  axil  black.  Length  6 inches.  San  Francisco  to  Point  Conception ; 
rather  rare;  locally  abundant  at  Santa  Cruz,  (anaiis,  pertaining  to  the 
anal.) 

Byperprosopon  analis,  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Post.  Soc.  Nat.  1861,  133, 

San  Francisco. 

Hypocritichthys  analis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  276. 

-Ditrema  anale,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  250. 

Holconotus  analis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  996. 

Hyperprosopon  analis,  Eiqenmann  & TJlrky,  1.  e.,  387. 

604.  HYPERPROSOPON,  Gibbons. 

(Wall-eyed  Surf-fishes.) 

Hyperprosopon,  Gibbons,  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcript,  May  18,  1854  (argentens). 
Enniehthys,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1855,  322  (megalops). 

Bramopsis  {Aga.ssiz  MS.)  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Post.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  viii,  1861,  132 
(mento=argenteus). 

Body  ovate,  strongly  compressed;  eyes  large;  mouth  small,  very  oblique, 
with  2 rows  of  teeth  in  each  jaw;  lower  lip  without  frenum;  gill  rakers 
very  long,  slender  and  tapering.  Pharyngeal  teeth  mostly  small,  conic,  a 
few  in  the  last  series  enlarged  or  molar;  scales  small,  silvery;  male  with 
1 of  the  anterior  rays  of  anal  transformed  into  a triangular  plate,  the 
fin  forming  a decided  angle  at  this  point,  the  rays  in  front  of  it  with  a 
thick  covering  of  skin.  Vertebrae  33  to  35,  12  to  14  of  them  above  liase 
of  anal.  Species  of  moderate  size,  living  in  the  surf,  {vnep,  above; 
TtpodcoTtor,  face,  the  forehead  facing  upward.) 

a.  Ventral  fins  broadly  tipped  -with  black;  anal  rays  III,  33,  the  fin  nearly  plain ; sides 
silvery;  anterior  profile  of  head  concave.  argenteus,  1886. 

aa.  Ventral  fins  plain  silvery;  anal  rays  III,  30,  the  fin  blackish  anteriorly;  sides  'with 
faint  dark  cross  bands.  agassizii,  1887. 


1886.  HYPERPROSOPON  ARGENTEUS,  Gibbons. 

(Wall-eyed  Surf-fish  ; White  Perch.) 

Head  3| ; depth  2^.  D.  IX,  27 ; A.  Ill,  32 ; scales  72.  Body  ovate, 
strongly  compressed.  Interorbital  space  rather  wide,  abruptly  depressed 
at  the  nape,  the  profile  of  the  snout  extending  forward  at  a less  angle  than 
that  of  the  back.  Snout  very  short,  much  shorter  than  the  eye.  Maxil- 
lary scarcely  reaching  front  of  pupil.  Mouth  extremely  obliciue.  Eye  2| 
in  head,  larger  than  in  any  other  species.  Gill  rakers  as  long  as  diameter 
of  pupil  and  very  slender,  about  21  below  the  angle.  Middle  dorsal  spines 
a little  higher  than  the  last,  or  than  the  soft  rays;  anal  low;  pectorals 
scarcely  reaching  to  the  tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach  past  the  front  of  the 
anal;  origin  of  ventral  spine  5 or  6 scales  behind  the  vertical  from  poste- 
rior end  of  pectoral  base.  Color,  bluish  black  above ; sides  bright  silvery, 
sometimes  faintly  barred ; ventrals  with  a broad  terminal  bar  of  black; 
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caudal  and  anal  edged  witli  blackish.  Length  10  inches.  Coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, Cape  Disappointment  to  Todos  Santos  Bay;  on  sandy  shores  in  the 
surf,  everywhere  common,  {argenteus,  silvery.) 

Hyperprosopon  argenteum,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  ifat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  105,  San  Francisco. 
Hyperprosopon  argenteum  punctatum,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1854,  106,  San 
Francisco. 

Hyperprosopon  arcuaUim,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1854, 125,  San  Francisco. 
Holconotiis  megalops,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  152,  Presidio;  Humboldt 
Bay ; Astoria. 

Ennichthys  megalops,  GiRARD,  U.  S.  Pacific  R.  R.  Surv.,  x.  Fish.,  197, 1858. 

Bramopsis  mento  (Agassiz  MS.)  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Dost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  viii. 
1861, 133,  no  locality  given. 

Hyperprosopon  argenteus  and  arcuatus.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  276. 

Hitrema  arcuatum  and  Hitrema  megalops,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  249. 

1887.  HYPERPROSOPON  AGASSIZII,  Gill. 

Head  31;  depth  2.  D.  IX,  25;  A.  Ill,  29;  lateral  line  60.  Body  elliptic- 
ovate,  the  profile  nearly  straight  from  the  snout  to  above  the  occiput, 
there  forming  a slight  angle,  thence  straightish  to  the  base  of  dorsal; 
ventral  outline  variable,  sometimes  strongly  arched ; mouth  small,  very 
oblique,  the  premaxillary  on  a level  of  the  middle  of  the  pupil,  the  max- 
illary scarcely  reaching  front  of  pupil;  eye longer  than  the  snout;  gill 
rakers  not  quite  as  long  as  the  diameter  of  the  pupil,  about  17  on  the  lower 
part  of  arch;  3 rows  of  scales  on  cheek;  sixth  dorsal  spine  highest, 
higher  than  the  soft  rays;  third  anal  spine  much  the  longest,  about  1 as 
long  as  first  rays;  pectorals  falcate,  reaching  the  vertical  from  tip  of  ven- 
trals,  which  about  reach  to  vent;  origin  of  ventral  spine  about  2 scales 
behind  the  vertical  from  posterior  end  of  pectoral  base.  Length  8 inches. 
Coast  of  California,  San  Francisco  to  Santa  Barbara;  not  generally 
abundant;  most  common  along  San  Luis  Obispo  County.  (Named  for 
Alexander  Agassiz,  who  published  in  1861  an  excellent  review  of  the 
species  of  this  family.) 

Hyperprosopon  arcuatus,  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.  1861,  125;  not 
of  Gibbons. 

Hyperprosopon  agassizii,  GiLL,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  276,  California. 
Amphysticus  agassizi,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  592. 

Hyperprosopon  agassizi,  Eigenmann  & TJlrey,  1.  c,,  387. 

605.  HOLCONOTUS,  Agassiz. 

Holconotus,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Journ.  Sci.  Arts,  xvii.  May,  1854,  367  (rhodoterus) . 
Cymatogaster,  Gibbons,  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcript,  June  21, 1854  (notMay  18, 1854) 
(pxdchellus) . 

This  genus  differs  from  Amphistichus  chiefly  in  the  absence  of  a frenum 
to  the  lower  lip.  Vertebra)  14-4-18=32;  gill  rakers  stout  and  bJunt. 
Body  subelliptical,  moderately  compressed;  anal  fin  as  in  Amphistichus] 
its  basis  below  11  vertebra).  One  species.  (oA^coc,  groove;  back.) 

1888.  HOLCONOTUS  RHODOTERUS,  Agassiz. 

Plead  3|;  depth  2.  D.  IX  or  X,  26;  A.  Ill,  29;  lateral  line  69.  Body 
deeper,  more  elevated,  and  less  comjiressed  than  in  Hyperprosopon,  form 
ovate,  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  equally  curved ; profile  nearly  straight 
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from  snout  to  dorsal,  little  depressed  above  eye;  snout  a little  longer  than 
eye ; mouth  oblique,  forming  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees ; premaxillary  on 
the  level  of  the  lower  edge  of  pupil;  maxillary  not  included  under  preor- 
bital, reaching  just  past  front  of  pupil;  fifth  dorsal  spine  highest,  consid- 
erably higher  than  the  soft  rays;  gill  rakers  stout  and  bhmt,  fewer 

and  stouter  than  in  Hyperx^rosopon.  Color  greenish  above ; sides  silvery, 
profusely  covered  with  spots  and  blotches  of  light  orange  brown  or  cop- 
pery red,  these  mostly  in  the  form  of  interrupted  vertical  bars;  caudal, 
anal,  and  ventral  fins  bright  reddish,  without  black  spots  or  markings. 
Length  a foot.  Coast  of  California,  San  Francisco  to  San  Diego;  not 
V jry  abundant.  (poddrf/3oj,  rosy.) 

Holconotus  rhodoterus,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Tourn.  Sci.  Arts,  May,  1854,368,  San  Francisco; 
Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist,  viii,  1861,  131;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  592;  Eigenmann  & Ulrey,  1.  c.,  388. 

Cymatogaster  pulchellus,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  July,  1854, 123,  San  Francisco. 
Gyviatogaster  larkinsit,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  123,  San  Francisco. 
Cymatogaster  ellipticus,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  124,  San  Francisco. 
Ditrema  rhodoterum,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  250. 

6o6.  AMPHISTICHUS,  Agassiz. 

Amphistichus,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Journ.  Sci.  Arts,  May,  1854, 367  (argenteus). 

Mytilophagiis,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  July,  1854, 125  (fasciatus=argentexis). 

Body  ovate  or  oblong,  compressed ; mouth  moderate,  oblique,  with  slen- 
der conical  teeth  in  2 series  in  each  jaw,  the  outer  series  longer;  lips 
thin,  the  lower  with  a broad  frenum;  gill  rakers  few,  stout  and  blunt; 
pharyngeals  normal,  their  teeth  small,  conic,  a few  of  the  last  2 series 
larger  and  molar;  fins  not  very  high,  the  spines  slender;  scales  small; 
vertebne  13 -f  16=29;  the  anal  basis  below  10  vertebne.  Anal  in  male 
with  1 of  its  anterior  rays  transformed  into  a triangular  plate ; a decided 
angle  at  this  point,  some  of  the  rays  before  it  with  the  skin  thickened. 
One  species.  (djii<!>i,  double;  series.) 

1889.  AMPHISTICHUS  ARGEXTEUS,  Agassiz. 

(Surf-fish.) 

Head  3|;  depth  2^.  D.  X,  24;  A.  Ill,  26;  lateral  line  65  to  67;  vertebrm 
13-1-16=29.  Body  ovate,  the  dorsal  profile  much  more  curved  than  ven- 
tral ; iuterorbital  region  scarcely  depressed ; mouth  comparatively  large, 
little  oblique,  the  maxillary  being  below  the  level  of  the  rather  small  eye, 
lower  jaw  included.  Head  blunt  and  deep;  snout  longer  than  the  eye; 
maxillary  reaching  front  of  pupil,  not  included  under  preorbital;  lips 
rather  thin,  the  lower  with  a frenum.  Gill  rakers  few,  rather  short,  stiff, 
5-|-ll;  lower  pharyngeals  normal.  Caudal  peduncle  short  and  stout; 
pectorals  reaching  slightly  past  tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach  to  vent; 
origin  of  ventral  spine  almost  under  jmsterior  end  of  pectoral  base;  third 
anal  spine  the  longest,  scarcely  ^ as  long  as  first  rays;  dorsal  spines 
strong,  the  fifth  or  sixth  longest,  shorter  than  soft  rays ; pectorals  slightly 
falcate,  nearly  reaching  tips  of  ventrals.  Silvery;  sides  with  narrow 
vertical  bars  of  a brassy  olive  color,  alternating  with  vertical  series  of 
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spots  of  similar  color;  fins  plain;  Tertical  fins  somewhat  edged  with 
dusky;  specimens  occasionally  uniform  brassy,  witliout  bars.  Length  1 
foot.  Pacific  coast,  from  Cape  Flattery  to  San  Diego;  very  abundant  on 
sandy  shores,  {argenteus,  silvery.) 

AmphisticMis  argenteus,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Journ.  Sci.  Arts.,  Maj",  1854,  367,  San  Francisco ; 
Gibard,  U.  S.  Pac.  K.  R.  Surv.,  x.  Fishes,  201. 

Mytilophagus  fasciatus,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Rat.  Sci.  Phila.,  July,  1854, 125,  San  Francisco. 
Amphistichus  /leermanni,  Gieard,  Proc.  Ac.  Rat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 135,  Cape  Flattery;  San 
Francisco. 

Amphistichus  sunilis,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Rat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 153,  San  Francisco. 

Ditrema  argenteum,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  251. 

Amphistichus  argenteus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  593;  Eigen:mann  & Ulrey,  1.  c.,  389. 


607.  EMBIOTOCA,  Agassiz. 

Embiotoca,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Journ.  Sci.  Arts,  xvi,  Rovember,  1853,  386  (jaclsoni). 

Body  oblong,  more  or  less  elevated,  somewhat  compressed,  the  caudal 
peduncle  robust.  Head  moderate,  the  lo wer  j aw  included.  Lips  moderate, 
the  lower  with  a frenum.  Maxillary  short,  its  whole  length  slipping  under 
the  preorbital.  Teeth  few,  conical,  bluntish,  in  1 series.  Gill  rakers 
weak,  rather  short  and  slender.  Pharyngeals  normal,  the  anterior  and 
lateral  teeth  small,  conic,  the  median  and  posterior  large,  truncate  molars; 
males  with  a gland  on  some  of  the  anterior  anal  rays,  but  none  of  them 
modified  to  form  a definite  plate ; vertebne  14  + 18  or  19,  the  base  of  anal 
below  9 caudal  vertebrie ; first  hiemal  spine  small,  applied  to  the  second. 
Caudal  fin  lunate;  anal  fin  rather  long,  much  longer  than  abdomen,  its 
spines  small.  Scales  small,  about  60  in  the  lateral  line.  One  species.  This 
genus  is  very  close  to  the  Japanese  genus,  Ditrema,  Temminck  & Schlegel, 
1847,  the  longest  known  member  of  the  family.  Ditrema  temminclii  is  in 
form,  color,  and  apjiearance  between  Embiotoca  and  Dlianerodon.  Its  scales 
are  very  small  (70  to  75)  and  the  lower  pharyngeals  are  quite  small,  the 
teeth  all  conic  and  rather  slender.  (e/i/3io<;,  living  within;  rd%o?,  off- 
spring; an  euphonious  and  appropriate  name  which  is  fortunately  to  be 
retained.) 

1890.  EMBIOTOCA  JACKSOM,  Agassiz. 

(Common  Surf-fish  ; Black  Perch.) 

Head  3^ ; depth  2.  D.  IX  or  X,  20 ; A.  HI,  25 ; scales  10-58-18.  Form  ovate, 
rather  thick,  the  outline  convex.  Mouth  rather  small.  Gill  rakers  short 
and  stout,  about  15  below  angle.  Dorsal  spines  low,  much  lower  than  the 
soft  rays;  pectoral  triangular  in  outline,  not  reaching  past  tips  of  ven- 
trals,  which  reach  nearly  to  front  of  anal ; origin  of  ventral  spine  about 
2 scales  behind  the  vertical  from  posterior  end  of  base  of  pectoral; 
third  anal  spine  less  than  i as  long  as  first  rays ; caudal  peduncle  thick- 
ish,  the  fin  not  widely  forked.  Scales  on  cheeks  in  4 series.  Brownish, 
tinged  with  green,  blue,  red,  or  yellowish;  sides  wnth  about  10  faint,  ver- 
tical, dusky  bars ; belly  usually  yellowish ; head  with  blue  spots ; fins 
dusky,  tinged  with  blue  or  red ; anal  in  males  sometimes  red  with  a black 
patch,  and  the  ventrals  orgnge.  Colors  extremely  variable,  the  pattern 
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of  color  not  definite.  Lengtli  1 foot.  Vancouver  Island  to  Todos  Santos 
Bay,  generally  common ; the  most  abundant  of  the  larger  species  south- 
ward. (Named  for  A.  C.  Jackson,  of  San  Francisco,  who  first  noticed  the 
viviparity  of  Emhiotoca  and  first  brought  the  fact  to  the  attention  of 
Professor  Agassiz.*) 

Emhiotoca  jacksoni,  AOASSiz,  Amer.  Journ.  Sci.  Arts  1853,  387,  and  1854,  366,  San  Fran- 
cisco ; Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  E.  E.  Surv.,  x.  Fishes,  168. 

Holconotus  fuliginosus,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  123,  San  Francisco. 
Emhiotoca  casstdyi,  G irard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  151,  San  Diego. 

Emhiotoca  webhi,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1855,  320,  San  Diego. 

Ditrema  jacksoni,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  245;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  595. 

Emhiotoca  jacksoni,  Eigenmann  & TJlrey,  l.c.,  392. 


6o8.  TiENIOTOCA,  Alexander  Agassiz. 

Holconotus,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  July,  1854,  122  {agassizii=lateralis). 
Tceniotoca,  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  viii,  1861,  133  (lateralis). 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Phanerodon,  differing  only  in  the_short,  deep 
caudal  peduncle.  The  single  species  is  highly  variegated  in  color. 
{raivia,  band;  roua,  for  Emhiotoca). 


1891.  T.EMOTOC’A  LATERALIS  (Agassiz). 

(Blue  Perch  ; Striped  Surf-fish.) 

D.  X or  XI,  23 ; A.  Ill,  31 ; scales  7-63-15 ; vertehrie  35  to  37.  Body  oblong, 
compressed,  with  a short  and  very  high  caudal  peduncle,  the  body  taper- 
ing back  less  than  usual,  the  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  nearly  equally 
curved.  Mouth  but  little  oblique,  the  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  orbit. 
Teeth  strong  ; gill  rakers  short  and  stout,  about  14  below  angle.  Spinous 
dorsal  very  low,  the  last  spine  highest,  but  much  shorter  than  the  soft 
rays;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  high;  pectoral  fins  triangular  in  outline  to  tips 
of  ventrals,  which  reach  to  vent;  origin  of  ventral  spine  about  2 scales 
behind  the  vertical  from  posterior  end  of  pectoral  base ; third  anal  spine 
less  than  ^ as  long  as  first  rays.  Color  reddish  olive  abov< , becoming 
bright  orange  red  below,  everywhere  thickly  dusted  with  black  points ; 
a continuous  bright  blue  streak  along  the  edges  of  each  row  of  scales; 
streaks  of  thoracic  region  formed  by  isolated  blue  spots  on  the  middle  of 
the  scales ; head  with  several  series  of  blue  spots  and  streaks ; fins  all 
olivaceous  dusky;  ventrals  with  some  light  orange.  Vancouver  Island  to 
San  Diego;  very  abundant  northward,  scarce  south  of  Point  Conception; 
a very  handsome  fish,  (lateralis,  pertaining  to  the  side.) 


*The  date  of  Dr.  Jack.son’s  discovery  is  June  7,  1852.  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Webb,  of  the 
Mexican  Boundary  Survey,  soon  after  sent  a similar  notice  to  Agassiz,  an  extract  from 
his  diary  at  San  Diego,  May  3,  1852.  Dr.  J.  K.  Lord,  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Peters  Gibbons,  of  Alameda,  made  similar  observations  at  about  the  same  time,  as 
did  also  Prof.  George  Davidson  and  Prof,  John  L.  LeConte,  the  latter  apparently  in  1851. 
The  earliest  published  account  is  that  of  Agassiz,  after  notes  of  Jackson,  in  November, 
1853.  After  him  came  Gibbons,  in  May  and  June,  1854;  Girard,  in  August,  1854,  and 
others  still  later.  See  Eigenmann,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1892, 405,  for  a full  historical 
account  of  these  discoveries. 
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Emhiotoca  lateralis,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Journ.  Sci.  Arts,  Maj^  1854,  356,  San  Francisco, 
llolconotus*  agassizii,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  July,  1854,  122,  San  Francisco. 
Emhiotoca  lineata,  Giraed,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  August,  1854,  134,  San  Francisco; 
Tomales  Bay ; Presidio. 

Emhiotoca  perspicabilis,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1855,  321,  Puget  Sound. 
Emhiotoca  ornata,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  April,  1855,  321,  San  Diego;  South 
Farallones. 

Tceniotoca  lateralis,  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Post.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist,,  viii,  1861,  133. 
Ditrcma  laterale,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  245;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  594. 

Phanerodon  lateralis,  Eigenmann  & TJlrey,  1.  c.,  394. 

609.  PHANERODON,  Girard. 

Phanerodon,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  153  {furcatns). 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Emhiotoca,  THtrema,  and  Tamiotoca.  From 
Emhiotoca,  Fhanerodon  differs  chiefly  in  the  long  and  slender  caudal  pedun- 
cle, and  in  the  larger  numher  of  vertehrie,  14  or  15-f-23  or  24  = 37  to  39; 
the  base  of  the  anal  is  below  11  or  more  vertebrie,  and  the  first  haemal 
spine  is  as  large  as  the  second ; dorsal  spines  slender  and  high,  the  last 
ones  as  high  as  the  soft  rays.  Species  plainly  colored,  of  moderate  size; 
the  caudal  deeply  forked.  evident;  6doi;j,  tooth;  but  the  teeth 

are  no  larger  than  in  related  genera.) 

a.  Ventral  fins  plain  whitish;  scales  of  body  without  orange  shades;  caudal  edged 
Avith  dusky;  head  short,  3|  in  lengtli.  FURCATUS,  1892. 

aa.  Ventral  fins  broadly  tipped  with  blackish;  scales  of  body  aboA^e  each  with  an 
orange  shade  at  base;  caudal  not  dusky-edged;  head  longer,  3^  in  length. 

ATEIPBS,  1893. 


1892.  PHA\EU(>DO\  FURCATUS,  Girard. 

CWhite  Surf-fish.) 

Head  3| ; depth  2^.  D.  X,  24  to  XI,  22 ; A.  Ill,  30  to  32 ; lateral  line  66  to  69. 
J3ody  oblong-elliptical,  compressed,  tapering  backward  into  the  long  and 
slender  caudal  peduncle ; dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  about  equally  curved ; 
occipital  region  little  depressed ; mouth  small;  lower  jaw  included;  teeth 
rather  large,  conical;  gill  rakers  very  short  and  slender;  last  dorsal  spine 
highest,  sometimes  higher  than  the  soft  rays,  the  fin  higher  than  in  Pliane- 
rodon  atripes;  pectorals  reaching  a little  beyond  tips  of  veutrals ; caudal 
fin  strongly  forked,  the  upper  lobe  usually  the  longer.  Light  olivaceous, 
silvery  beloAv,  sometimes  yellowish;  scales  with  bright  reflections  but  no 
red  markings;  usually  a round  dusky  spot  on  the  anal;  ventrals  plain; 
caudal  fin  edged  behind  with  dusky ; fins  usually  yellowish  tinged.  Length 
1 foot.  Pacific  coast,  from  Vancouver  Island  to  San  Diego;  extremely 
abundant  from  Cape  Mendocino  southward,  (furcatns,  forked.) 

Phanerodon  furcatns,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 163,  Presidio ; Tomales  Bay ; 

and  in  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  x,  Fish.,  184. 

Ditrema  furcatum,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  247;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  596. 
Phanerodon  furcatns,  Eigenmann  & Ulrey,  1.  c.,  394. 


* The  name  Holconotus  was  invented  by  Gibbons  independently,  and  is  not  synonymous 
AA’ith  Holconotus  of  Agassiz. 
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1893.  PHANEllODOX  ATRIPES  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head3|;  depth  2^.  D.  X,  23;  A.  Ill,  29;  lateral  line  70.  Body  elongate, 
tapering  into  a long  and  slender  caudal  peduncle.  Snout  rather  project- 
ing. Head  small.  Mouth  small,  the  maxillary  not  extending  to  opposite 
the  eye.  Teeth  few  and  small.  Eye  as  long  as  snout,  3^  in  head.  Cheeks 
with  3 rows  of  scales.  Gill  rakers  longer  than  in  related  s]>ecies,  and 
pharyngeals  stronger,  with  the  teeth  more  nearly  paved.  Highest  dorsal 
spine  shorter  than  the  soft  rays.  Pectorals  long,  reaching  tip  of  ventrals. 
Caudal  lobes  equal.  Light  olivaceous  above,  iiearly  below;  scales  above 
the  axis  of  body  each  with  an  orange  spot  at  base,  its  outer  margin  tinged 
with  blue,  these  forming  faint  reddish  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales; 
anal  with  a dusky  spot;  ventrals  broadly  tiiiped  with  blackish;  caudal 
not  dark-edged.  Length  10  inches.  Monterey  Bay  and  banks  off  San 
Hiego  in  deeper  water  than  related  species;  not  yet  recorded  from  inter- 
vening localities ; locally  abundant  off  Monterey.  {aUr,  black ; foot. ) 

Ditrema  atripes,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  320,  Monterey  Bay; 
Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  595. 

Ditrema  orthonotus,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  West  American  Scientist,  October,  1889, 
127,  Cortes  Banks,  off  San  Diego. 

Phanerodon  atripes,  Eigenmann  & Elrey,  1.  c.,  395. 

6io.  RHACOCHILUS,  Agassiz. 

Rhacochihis,  Agassiz,  Am.  Journ.  Sci.  Arts,  May,  1854,  367  (toxotes). 

Pachylabrris,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  in  Daily  Placer  Times  and  Transcript,  June  21, 
1854  (variegatns= toxotes). 

Body  ovate,  compressed,  tapering  abruptly  into  a long  and  robust  caudal 
peduncle;  mouth  comparatively  large,  the  lower  jaw  included;  lips 
extremely  thick,  the  lower  without  frenum,  its  xiosterior  edge  free,  coarsely 
lobed;  teeth  few,  small,  conical,  in  1 series;  gill  rakers  rather  long; 
pharyngeals  normal ; scales  small ; dorsal  spines  low,  posteriorly  subequal, 
much  shorter  than  the  soft  rays;  caudal  deeply  forked ; anal  basis  elon- 
gate, the  spines  small.  Vertebra)  14-f-22.  One  species.  Males  with  a 
gland  on  some  of  the  anterior  rays ; the  anal  basis  without  angle ; none  of 
the  rays  modified  to  form  a jilate.  (paKo?,  rag;  lip.) 

1894.  RHACOCHILUS  TOXOTES,  Agassiz. 

(Alfione.) 

Head  3|;  depth  2f.  D.  X,  23;  A.  Ill,  30;  scales  11-76-20.  Body  ovate, 
with  elevated  back  and  long,  thick  caudal  peduncle;  head  deep,  with 
prominent  snout;  mouth  wide,  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  included;  maxil- 
lary reaching  front  of  orbit,  slipping  under  the  jireorbital;  lips  extremely 
large,  with  uneven  surface,  slashed  behind  and  without  frenum;  teeth 
strong,  wide-set,  those  in  mandible  little  develojied;  eye  large;  gill  rakers 
stout,  about  20  below  the  arch ; about  6 series  of  scales  on  cheek,  8 on 
opercle ; soft  dorsal  considerably  elevated,  much  higher  than  spinous  por- 
tion j pectorals  and  ventrals  long;  pectoral  triangular  in  outline,  about 
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reaching  to  tips  of  rentrals,  which  reach  past  vent ; origin^of  ventral  spine 
about  6 scales  behind  the  vertical  from  posterior  edge  of  pectoral  base. 
Caudal  short,  deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer.  Olivaceous,  with 
brassy  reflections  and  dusky  points;  fins  plain.  Length  18  inches.  The 
largest  and  least  handsome  of  the  family,  and  the  one  of  most  value  as 
food.  Coast  of  California,  from  San  Francisco  to  San  Diego,  rather  com- 
mon. (ro|or7;5,  the  East  Indian  archer  fish;  from  some  obscure  resem- 
blance.) 

Bhacochiliis  toxotes,  Agassiz,  Am.  Joum.  Sei.  Arts,  May,  1854,  367,  San  Francisco ; Girard, 
TJ.  S.  Pac.  K.  R.  Surv.,  x,  Fishes,  188, 1858. 

Paehylabrus  variegatus,  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.,  vii,  July,  1854,  126,  San 
Francisco. 

jyitrema  toxotes,  GCxther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  247. 

Ehacochilus  toxotes,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  596;  Eigenmann  & Ulrey,  1.  e.,  390. 

6ii.  HYPSURUS,  Alexander  Agassiz. 

Hypsunis,  Alexander  Agassiz,  Proc.  Post.  Soc.  Xat.  Hist.,  viii,  1861,  133  (caryi). 

Body  oblong,  compressed,  moderately  elevated,  tapering  abruptly  to  a 
very  slender  and  short  peduncle.  Head  moderate,  rather  acute,  lower  jaw 
included.  Lips  rather  large,  entire,  the  lower  with  a frenum.  Teeth  few, 
conical,  blunt,  in  1 series,  those  of  the  upper  jaw  sometimes  partly  in  2 
series.  Gill  rakers  slender,  rather  short.  Pharyngeals  normal;  anterior 
and  lateral  teeth  of  lower  pharyngeals  small,  bluntly  conic ; a triangular 
posterior  patch  of  larger  teeth,  all  but  the  posterior  row  truncate,  the  pos- 
terior row  conic.  Dorsal  fin  rather  low,  the  spines  all  lower  than  the  soft 
rays.  Caudal  broad  and  short,  widely  forked.  Anal  fin  extremely  short, 
although  many-rayed,  beginning  far  back,  the  length  of  its  base  being 
less  than  i the  distance  between  its  first  spine  and  the  root  of  the  ven- 
trals,  the  abdomen  being  therefore  extremely  long.  Scales  rather  small. 
Vertebrie  17  -f-  20.  This  genus  is  distinguished  from  Emhiotoca  chiefly  by 
the  great  length  of  the  abdominal  region  which  is  caused  by  the  increased 
number  of  abdominal  vertebra?.  One  sjiecies,  of  small  size  and  brilliant 
coloration,  high;  ovpd,  tail.) 

1895.  HIPSURUS  CARYI  (Agassiz). 

(Bugara.) 

Head  81;  depth  21.  D.  X or  XI,  23;  A.  Ill,  21;  lateral  line  71.  Body 
elliptical,  compressed,  the  ventral  outline  comparatively  straight;  head 
depressed  above  eye;  snout  sharp;  premaxillaries  ou  the  level  of  the 
lower  margin  of  pupil,  lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  nearly  reaching 
front  of  eye,  included  under  preorbital;  fourth  to  sixth  dorsal  spines 
highest,  lower  than  the  soft  rays;  gill  rakers  slender,  short,  7-}-13.  Pec- 
toral long,  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach  A way  from  their 
base  to  front  of  anal;  origin  of  ventral  sjiine  about  8 scales  behind  the 
vertical  from  the  posterior  end  of  pectoral  base.  Anal  very  short,  the 
third  spine  longest,  about  i as  long  as  the  first  rays,  far  back,  its  rays 
slender  and  crowded  close  together,  its  origin  opposite  posterior  third  of 
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dorsal.  Coloration  extremely  variegated,  olivaceous,  "uith  stripes  of 
orange  between  the  rows  of  scales;  about  13  dusky  orange  cross  bars, 
irregular  in  form;  eyes  reddish,  surrounded  by  a sky-blue  band;  mem- 
branes of  opercles  chiefly  orange;  opercle  bluish,  spotted  with  orange; 
sides  of  head  with  sky-blue  spots ; lower  jaw  with  orange  and  blue  stripes ; 
breast  and  belly  with  longitudinal  stripes  of  bright  orange,  alternating 
with  steel  blue;  abdominal  furrow'  orange,  edged  with  blue;  pectoral  with 
an  orange  crescent  at  base  bordered  with  light  blue ; soft  dorsal  with  a 
black  blotch  near  the  front ; caudal  of  a peculiar  rich  orange  brown,  with 
cross  bars  formed  of  round  grayish  spots;  anal  chiefly  orange  tipped  with 
blue,  and  with  a large  blackish  blotch;  other  fins  orange  brown,  mottled. 
Length  10  inches.  Coast  of  California ; very  common  from  Cape  Mendocino 
to  San  Diego ; a beautiful  fish,  largely  used  for  bait ; very  rare  south  of 
Point  Conception,  common  off  San  Francisco.  (Named  for  its  discoverer, 
Mr.  Thomas  G.  Cary,  brother  of  Mrs.  Agassiz.) 

Embiotoca  caryi,  Agassiz,  Amer.  Journ.  Sci.  Arts  1853,  389,  and  1854,  36G,  San  Francisco. 
Holconotus  gibbonsii  (Gibbons  MS.,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1854),  Gibbons,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci. 
Phila.  1854,  12,  San  Francisco. 

Hypsurus  caryi,  Alexander  Agassiz,  Post.  Journ.  Xat.  Hist.,  viii,  1861,  133;  Jordan  &; 

Gilbert,  Synopsis,  593;  Eigenmann  »fc  TTlrey,  l.c.,  384. 

Ditrema  caryi,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  247,  1862. 


6i2.  DAMALICHTHYS,  Girard. 

Damalichthys,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1855,321  (vacca  — aryyrosomns). 

Body  ovate,  compressed,  with  long  caudal  peduncle;  head  rather  large; 
mouth  moderate,  the  lower  jaw  included;  lips  full,  the  lower  with  a 
frenum;  teeth  very  few,  short,  conical,  bluntish,  in  1 series;  gill  rakers 
short  and  slender;  lower  pharyngeal  very  large,  convex  behind  in  out- 
line, with  the  lateral  horns  very  short  and  thick;  anterior  tooth-bear- 
ing area  on  the  plane  of  the  bone;  posterior  area  inclined  backw'ard, 
forming  a steep  angle  with  the  anterior  part;  teeth  on  anterior  part  low, 
truncate,  hexagonal,  tessellated;  on  posterior  part  ovate,  flattened,  imbri- 
cated, and  turned  forw^ard  so  that  the  posterior  side  forms  the  grinding 
edge;  iiosterior  teeth  of  upper  pharyngeals  applied  to  anterior  of  the 
lower  pharyngeal;  the  ^losterior  teeth  above  similar  to  the  anterior  below, 
and  vice  versa;  scales  rather  small;  dorsal  spines  low,  much  shorter 
than  the  soft  rays;  anal  fin  long,  with  small  spines.  Vertebrie  13 21. 
Species  of  large  size,  plainly  colored,  externally  resembling  Ditrema  and 
Phanei'odon,  but  singularly  distinguished  from  all  the  other  members  of 
the  family  by  the  peculiar  pharyngeals.  {ddjJ.aXi<i,  calf;  fish;  in 

allusion  to  its  viviparity.) 

1896.  DAMALICHTHYS  ARGYROSOMUS  (Girard). 

(White  Perch;  Porgee.) 

Head3i;  depth  2^.  D.  X,  23;  A.  Ill,  29;  scales  8-63-17.  Form  broadly 
elliptical,  the  dorsal  curve  regular,  similar  to  the  ventral  curve;  caudal 
peduncle  rather  slender;  head  rather  large,  not  blunt;  occipital  region 
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little  depressed;  premaxillary  just  below  the  level  of  the  pupil;  the  max- 
illary scarcely  reaching  front  of  the  eye,  lower  jaw  included;  lips  thick- 
ish,  even;  eye  large,  a little  longer  than  snout;  cheeks  with  3 or  4 rows 
of  scales.  Gill  rakers  7 + 13,  not  \ so  long  as  the  large  eye,  which  is 
longer  than  snout.  Teeth  very  few,  short  and  blunt.  Dorsal  spines 
stoutish,  the  last  one  highest,  ^ the  height  of  the  soft  rays.  Caudal 
deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer;  pectoral  long,  reaching  beyond 
front  of  anal;  ventrals  reaching  nearly  to  anal;  origin  of  ventral  spine 
about  4 scales  behind  the  vertical  from  posterior  part  of  pectoral  base; 
third  anal  spine  nearly  ^ as  long  as  first  rays.  Color  soiled  white,  Avith 
sih^ery  luster;  3 or  4 obscure  dusky  bars,  most  distinct  in  the  young; 
fins  nearly  jilain,  dusky.  Length  15  inches.  Pacific  coast,  Vancouver 
Island  to  San  Diego;  everywhere  common,  especially  northward;  the  most 
abundant  species  on  the  coast  of  British  Columbia,  entering  the  inlets  in 
thousands;  the  flesh  rather  poor  and  tasteless,  {^dpyvpoc,,  sih'er;  dcbpa, 
body;  but  this  species  lacks  the  sih^ery  sheen  of  Ryperprosopon.) 

Emhiotoca  «rsr?/roso)aa,  Gieakd,  Proc.  Ac.  Kat.  Sci.  PMla.  1855, 136,  San  Francisco  (young 
individual  in  bad  condition) ; and  in  U.  S.  Pac.  P.  E.  Surv.,  x.  Fishes,  180, 1858. 
Damalichthys  vacca,  Gibard,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1855, 321,  Puget  Sound  ; and  in  XJ.  S. 

Pac.  E.  E.  Surv.,  x.  Fishes,  182, 1858. 

Ditrema  vacca,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  246, 1862. 

Damalichthys  argyrosoma,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  597 ; Eigenmann  A TTt.rf.v,  l.  r. 
385. 

Note. — For-the  sake  of  completeness,  Ave  add  the  two  remaining  known 
species  and  genera  of  EmVwtocidw,  from  Japan. 

Ditreaia,  Temminek  &,  Schlegel. 

Ditrema,  Temaiinck  & Schlegel,  Fauna  Japanica,  Poiss.,  77,  pi.  40,  fig.  2,  1847  {tem- 
mmckii) . 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Emhiotoca,  diftering  in  its  smaller  scales  and 
in  its  pharyngeal  teeth,  AA’hich  are  all  conic  and  slender,  the  bones  quite 
small.  Coloration  of  Flianerodon.  (dig,  two;  rpppa,  aperture,  the  gen- 
erath^e  organs  having  a distinct  opening  from  the  intestines.) 

Ditrema  teaiminckii,  Bleeker. 

Head  3f ; dejdh  24.  D.  X,  21;  A.  Ill,  25;  scales  8-70-14 j eye  34  in  head; 
pectoral  IfV;  ventral  2;  last  dorsal  spine  34;  second  dorsal  ray  24;  longest 
anal  ray  34;  caudal  If.  Body  ovate  compressed,  the  nape  somewhat  iiro- 
duced,  upper  profile  of  head  about  straight;  ventral  outline  more  strongly 
curA^ed  than  dorsal;  mouth  small,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  nostrils; 
lower  jaw  slightly  included;  teeth  conical,  blunt,  in  a single  series,  on 
the  front  of  lower  jaw  only;  length  of  snout  equals  diameter  of  eye;  nos- 
trils small,  close  together;  gill  rakers  short  and  slender;  about  4 roAvs 
of  scales  on  cheek ; top  of  head  from  iiosterior  margin  of  eye,  snout,  ven- 
trals, mandibles,  and  edge  of  preopercle  naked;  scales  below  lateral  line 
on  middle  of  body  the  largest,  their  depth  greater  than  their  length ; fins 
naked;  dorsal  with  a scaly  sheath.  Pectorals  reaching  about  to  A'ent,  fin 
pointed  behind,  the  upper  rays  the  longest ; A'entrals  nearly  their  length 
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behind  base  of  pectorals,  their  ends  not  reaching  to  tip  of  pectorals;  dor- 
sal spines  much  shorter  than  the  soft  rays,  the  last  the  longest;  soft  dorsal 
highest  in  front;  anal  spines  very  small,  the  third  the  longest,  much 
shorter  than  the  soft  rays;  caudal  widely  forked.  Color  silvery,  steel 
blue  on  back;  angle  of  preopercle  with  a dark  spot;  a dark  blotch  on 
upper  end  of  opercle ; dorsals  dusky,  darker  at  ends  of  rays ; anal  dusky ; 
tips  of  ventrals  black ; axil  of  ])ectoral  dusky,  the  fin  white ; caudal  black- 
ish at  base,  tips  black.  Described  from  a specimen  8 inches  in  length, 
collected  in  Japan  by  Mr.  Keinosnke  Otaki.  (Named  for  C.  J.  Temminck, 
one  of  the  authors  of  the  splendid  Fauna  Japanica.) 

Ditreina  temminckii,  Bleekeb,  Verb.  Bat.  Genootsch.,  xxv,  Japan,  33;  Gunther,  Cat., 
IV,  246,  1862. 

Ditrema  Iceve,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  392,  1860,  Japan. 

Neoditrema,  Steindachner. 

Neoditrema,  Steindachner,  Beitr.  Kenntn.  Fische  Japans,  ii,  32, 1883  {ransonnetii). 

This  genus  is  allied  to  Ditrema,  but  lacks  teeth  in  the  jaws,  and  the  lower 
lip  is  without  freniim.  Scales  verj-  small,  deciduous,  70  in  lateral  line. 
Japan.  {ve6<;,  ucav;  Ditrema.) 

Neoditrema  ransonnetii,  Steindachner. 

Head  3|  to  3f ; depth  3i.  I).  VI  to  VIII-21  or  22;  A.  Ill,  26  or  27;  eye 

3f  in  head ; interobital  4 ; snout  4.  Body  strongly  compressed,  especially 
the  belly  under  the  pectorals;  anterior  profile  more  or  less  concave;  under 
lip  projecting,  thin,  not  interrupted  in  the  middle;  maxillary  reaching  to 
below  anterior  edge  of  orbit.  Anal  spines  short;  caudal  forked,  as  long 
as  head;  ventrals  equal  head  without  snout.  Scales  cycloid,  3 or  4 rows 
on  cheek;  top  of  head,  maxillary,  lips,  and  orbitals  naked;  a few  scales 
on  soft  dorsal  and  anal;  pharyngeals  as  in  Ditrema.  Back  to  lateral  line 
dark  golden  brown,  under  parts  golden  yellow;  the  middle  of  caudal  fin 
is  light  yellow,  at  its  base  and  end  of  fin  dark  brownish  violet.  Two 
specimens  in  the  museum  at  Vienna,  from  Yokohama;  a larger  specimen 
collected  by  Dr.  Ddderlein,  170  mm.  long.  (Steindachner.) 

Neoditrema  ransonnetii,  Steindachner,  Beitriige  /.ur  Keuiitiiiss  der  Fische  Japans,  ii,  32, 
1883,  Yokohama.  (Coll.  Baron  lian.sonnet  and  Dr.  Ddderlein.) 


Suborder  OHKOMIDES. 

Lower  pharyngeals  fully  united;  nostril  single  on  each  side;  in  other 
respects  similar  to  the  Percoidea  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  Fharyngofinatlii 
on  the  other,  showing  characters  of  both,  with  the  unique  feature  of  the 
simple  nostrils.  Species  very  numerous,  referable  to  2 large  families — the 
one  marine,  living  about  coral  reefs,  the  other  fluviatile,  swarming  in  the 
rivers  of  the  tropics,  especially  in  those  of  South  America. 

a.  Anal  spines  3 to  10;  gills  4,  a slit  behind  the  fourth ; i)8eudobranchhe  obsolete;  A erte- 
brpB  in  increased  number;  fresh  water  species.  Cichlid^e,  CLYIII. 

aa.  Anal  spines  2 only;  gills  3^,  slit  behind  fourth  small  or  none;  pseudohranchiae 
well  developed ; vertebrae  24  or  25 ; marine  species.  Pomacentrid^,  CLIX. 
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Family  CLVIII.  CICHLID^. 

(The  Cichlids,) 

Body  elevated,  oblong  or  elongate,  covered  with  moderate-sized  scales, 
which  are  usually  ctenoid;  lateral  line  interrupted,  usually  ceasing  oppo- 
site the  posterior  part  of  the  dorsal,  and  then  recommencing  lower  down 
on  the  caudal  peduncle;  mouth  varying  in  size,  terminal,  the  jaws  with 
rather  small  teeth,  Avhich  are  usually  conical,  but  sometimes  lobate  or 
incisor-like;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  nostril  single  on  each  side; 
premaxillaries  freely  protractile;  maxillary  slipi)ing  under  the  broad  pre- 
orbital ; gill  rakers  various ; gill  membranes  often  connected ; dorsal  fin 
single,  with  the  spinous  portion  well  developed,  usually  but  not  always 
longer  than  the  soft  portion;  anal  fin  with  3 or  more  spines,  the  soft  part 
similar  to  the  soft  dorsal ; A^entral  fins  thoracic,  I,  5 ; lower  i^haryngeal 
bones  united  into  a triangular  piece,  with  a median  suture;  branchioste- 
gals  5 or  6 ; no  pseudobranchiie ; gills  4,  a slit  behind  the  fourth ; verte- 
brm  in  more  or  less  increased  number,  about  28  to  40 ; air  bladder  present. 
A large  family  of  fresh-water  fishes  of  moderate  or  small  size,  representing, 
as  to  form,  size,  ai)pearan9e,  and  habits,  and  even  as  to  many  details  of 
structure,  in  the  Avaters  of  South  America,  the  Centrarcliidce  of  the  United 
States.  Genera  about  40 ; species  about  150,  inhabiting  the  rivers  of  Africa 
and  tropical  America,  the  genus  Heros  extending  into  the  limits  of  the 
United  States.  Those  with  lobate  teeth  are  herbiAmrous,  the  rest  carniA^- 
orous.  The  species  here  enumerated  are  but  the  OAwflow  of  the  vast  river 
fauna  of  South  America.  (Chromicles,  Gilnther,  Cat.,  iv,  264-316.) 

a.  Outer  gill  arcli  normal,  without  additional  lobe  above;  spinous  portion  of  dorsal  fin 
not  shorter  than  soft  portion ; gill  rakers  short  and  few ; A'ertical  limb  of  pre- 
opercle  entire;  scales  of  lateral  line  not  enlarged. 

b.  Teeth  all  conic. 

c.  Premaxillary  A'ery  greatly  protractile;  anal  spines  6;  snout  not  longer  than 
postorbital  part  of  head ; preorbital  narrow.  Petenia,  613. 

cc.  Premaxillary  moderately  protractile;  Amntrals  inserted  behind  origin  of 
dorsal. 

d.  Jaws  subequal, 

e.  Anal  spines  3. 

/.  Soft  portion  of  dorsal  and  anal  naked  or  scaled  at  base  only; 
caudal  scaled  on  basal  half;  lower  jaw  without  distinct 
canines ; lower  lip  with  a frenum.  .^iquiDENS,  614. 

ee.  Anal  spines  more  than  3 (4  to  11),  some  of  the  teeth  usually 
enlarged,  often  canine-like. 

g.  Lower  lip  with  a frenum,  its  fold  interrupted  mesially. 

CiCHLASOMA,  615. 

gg.  Lower  lip  without  frenum,  forming  a free  fold  for  its  whole 
extent.  Herds,  616. 

dd.  JaAvs  unequal,  the  lower  jaw  included;  anal  spines  4 or  5;  cleft  of 
mouth  short;  scales  on  cheeks  small.  Theraps,  617. 

bb.  Teeth  not  all  conic,  a series  of  incisors  in  front,  with  a hand  of  villiform  teeth 
behind  them ; anal  spines  8.  Heetroplus,  618. 

aa.  Outer  gill  arch  with  a compressed  lamelliform  lobe  above. 

h.  Eye  behind  middle  of  head;  soft  dorsal  entirely  scaleless;  fold  of  lower  lip 
interrupted  in  front ; dorsal  spines  13  to  15 ; anal  spines  3;  scales  on  cheeks 
small.  Satanoperca,  619. 
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613.  PETENIA,  Giiutlicr. 

Vetenia,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  301,  1862  {uplendida). 

rremaxillary  extremely  protractile;  snout  long,  but  not  longer  than 
postorbital  part  of  bead;  preorbital  narrow;  mouth  oblique,  the  premaxil- 
lary on  the  level  of  lower  third  of  eye;  maxillary  reaching  front  margin  of 
eye;  teeth  all  conical ; gill  rakers  short  and  few ; preopercle  entire ; scales 
large,  those  of  the  lateral  line  not  enlarged.  Ventral  inserted  below  front 
of  dorsal.  Anal  spines  6.  Species  3,  of  Central  America,  Colombia,  and 
northern  Brazil.  (Name  from  Lake  Peten,  Guatemala,  the  original  locality 
of  Peienia  splendida. ) 

1897.  PETEM.i  SPLENDIDA,  Gunther. 

Head  2|;  de])th  3.  B.  5;  D.  XV,  12;  A.  V,  10;  scales  6-41-17.  Head  longer 
than  high;  snout  compressed,  triangular;  lower  jaw  very  x)romineut;  jaws 
extremely  protractile,  so  that  the  snout  is  not  much  shorter  than  head 
when  jaws  are  protracted;  processes  of  iutermaxillaries  extending  back- 
ward to  nape  of  neck;  length  of  mandibles  f that  of  head.  The  greater 
portion  of  maxillary  not  covered  by  preorbital,  and  extending  bej-ond  A er- 
tical  from  center  of  orbit;  each  jaw  armed  with  a band  of  villiform  teeth, 
the  outer  series  containing  rather  larger  conical  teeth ; preorbital  narrower 
than  orbit,  the  diameter  of  which  is  ^ or  | length  of  head;  iuterorbital 
space  very  convex,  as  Avide  as,  or  Avider  than,  orbit.  Gill  membranes 
united  below  throat,  and  not  attached  to  isthmus ; first  branchial  arch  with 
13  anterior  prominences.  Dorsal  fin  commencing  at  A ertical  from  root  of 
pectoral,  its  spines  of  moderate  length  and  strength,  increasing  in  length 
to  the  seventh  Avhich  is  g that  of  head ; posterior  spines  a little  longer  than 
middle  ones;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  rather  elevated,  extending  to,  or  nearly 
to,  root  of  caudal;  anal  spines  strong,  f-  length  of  head;  caudal  rounded, 
its  length  rather  more  than  ^ of  total ; free  portion  of  tail  longer  than  high ; 
pectoral  extending  to  first  anal  spine,  the  ventral  to  vent;  distance  of 
vent  from  ventral  nearly  4 length  of  head.  Scales  on  cheek  in  about  7 
series.  Greenish,  shining  golden ; head,  body,  and  vertical  fins  with  black 
dots;  a series  of  6 or  7 large  round  black  s[)ots  along  middle  of  side,  the 
last  spot  edged  with  Avhite  and  situated  on  upper  half  of  root  of  caudal. 
Length  16  inches.  Lake  Peten,  Guatemala.  (Giinther.)  {splendidus, 
shining.) 

Petenia  splendida,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  301,  1862,  Lake  Peten,  Guatemala  (Coll. 

Salvin) ; Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  469,  pi.  79,  fig.  2, 1869. 

614.  .^QUIDENS,  Eigenmann  & Bray. 

^quidens,  Eigenmann  & Bray,  Aim.  Ac.  Sci.  N.  Y.  1894, 616  (tetmmerus) . 

This  genus  includes  those  species  allied  to  Astronotus,  which  haA^e  3 anal 
spines,  the  soft  dorsal  and  anal  naked  or  scaled  at  base  only,  no  canine 
teeth,  and  the  lower  lip  without  frenum.  Rivers  of  South  America;  the 
species  rather  numerous,  (wquus,  equal",  de/fs,  tooth). 
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1898.  JIQUIDENS  C(ERULE0PUXCTATU8  (Kner  <fc  Steindachner). 

Head  rather  more  than  3;  depth  2|.  D.XY,  10;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  2^-27-9. 
Greatest  breadth  of  head  f its  length.  Nape  curved,  profile  of  snout 
straight.  Width  of  interorhital  space  | length  of  head,  and  more  than 
that  of  snout.  Snout  broad,  moderately  elevated;  width  of  preorhital 
scarcely  more  than  diameter  of  eye.  Cleft  of  mouth  slightly  oblique,  not 
reaching  vertical  from  orbit.  Fold  of  lower  lij)  interrupted  in  middle. 
Lower  limb  of  preoperculum  more  than  A length  of  posterior  limb.  Only 
8 series  of  scales  between  throat  and  root  of  ventral.  Dorsal  spines  of 
moderate  strength,  gradually  increasing  in  length  posteriorly,  length  of 
ninth  more  than  4 that  of  head;  middle  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  produced 
and  extending  beyond  middle  of  caudal,  which  is  rounded;  pectoral  as 
long  as  head,  reaching  only  to  origin  of  anal ; ventral  filament  rather  long. 
Three  series  of  scales  on  cheek.  Lody  with  4 or  5 indistinct  cross  hands; 
a large  black  blotch  on  middle  of  sides,  and  traces  of  a second  on  root  of 
caudal;  each  scale  on  side  of  head  and  chest  Avith  a bluish  spot.  Length 
5 inches.  Eio  Chagres,  Atlantic  slope  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  (Kner 
A:  Steindachner.)  {cocruleus,  blue;  2)unctaius,  dotted.) 

Acara  coertileopunctala,  Kxer  & Steixdachxer,  Sitz.  bayer.  Akad.,  222, 1863,  Rio  Chagres, 
Isthmus  of  Panama  (Coll.  Salviu) ; Kner  &.  Steindachner,  Abhandl.  bayer.  Akad. 
Wiss.,  X,  tab.  2,  fig.  3,  1864 ; Gunther,  Fi.sb.  Centr.  Am.,  449, 1869. 

615.  CICHLASOM A,  Swaiusou. 

Cichlasoma,  Swainson,  Kat.  Hist.  Class'u  Fishes, etc.,  ii,  230, 1839  (punctatus—bimacidatus). 
Archocentrus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1877, 186  {centrarchus) . 

This  genus  contains  those  species  allied  to  Astronotus,  which  have  4 to 
11  spines  in  the  anal  fin,  the  dorsal  and  anal  not  closely  scaled  and  the 
lower  lip  interrupted  mesially  to  form  a frenum.  Species  very  numerous, 
chiefly  South  American.  (CicMa,  a related  genus;  dai/ur,  body;  uix^-?},  9, 
thrush;  the  name  Ciclila  and  its  synonyms,  Tiirdus  and  Meriila,  transferred 
by  early  authors  to  Labroid  fishes.)  The  following  analysis  of  species  has 
little  value.  A natural  arrangement  will  be  possible  only  after  a detailed 
comparison  of  the  various  forms  : 

Cichlasoma  : 

a.  Anal  fin  moderate,  its  spines  4 to  9 in  number. 

b.  Anal  spines  4;  body  rather  slender;  sides  with  a broad,  dark  lateral  band.  Dor- 
sal rays  XVI,  13.  rectangulare,  1899. 

bb.  Anal  spines  5,  occasionally  6. 

c.  Dorsal  rays  mostly  XVI  or  XVII,  11  or  12. 

d.  Depth  less  than  * length  of  body. 

BARTONI;  GODMANNI ; SIEBOLDI ; IN- 
TERMEDIUM; ANGULIFERUM,  1900-1904. 

dd.  Depth  about  J length  of  hody. 

FENESTRATUM;  MONTEZUMA,  1905;  1906. 
cc.  Dorsal  rays  XIV  or  XV,  12  or  13 ; depth  of  body  IJ  in  its  length. 

• MACRACANTHUM,  1907. 

bbb.  Anal  spines  6 to  8,  rarely  5 or  9. 

e.  Depth  of  body  about  | its  length. 

PARMA;  MARGARITIFERUM ; SPILURUM;  LONGI- 
MANUS;  BIFASCIATUM;  HELLERI,  1908-1913. 
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ee.  Depth  of  body  less  than  J its  length,  to  3 in  length. 

HALTEATUM;  ROSTRATUM ; MELANOPOGON ; MELANURUM; 

NEBULIFERUM;  LENTIGINOSUM ; DEPPII,  1914-1920. 
ARCHOCENTRUS  (apxo?,  anns ; Kei^rpow,  spine) : 

aa.  Anal  fin  very  long,  its  spines  10  or  11  in  number;  depth  about  J length. 

/.  Anal  fin  with  7 soft  rays.  nigrofasciatum  ; multispinosum,  1921;  1922. 

//.  Anal  fin  with  9 soft  rays.  centrarchus,  1923. 

Subgenus  CICHLASOMA. 

1899.  (ICHLASOMA  llECTAMlULAltE  (Steiudaehuer). 

Head  3i;  depth  2f,  D.  XVI,  13;  A.  IV,  11;  scales  33-21;  eye  in  head, 
2 in  snout ; 7 series  of  scales  on  cheek.  Lower  lij)  interrupted  ; outer  teeth 
large,  somewhat  canine-like,  their  tips  brown ; maxillary  reaching  front 
of  eye;  premaxillary  moderately  protractile;  jmolile  depressed  before  eye, 
Avhich  is  m the  middle  of  length  of  head;  hack  considerably  arched ; sub- 
orbital  deep,  1^  times  eye.  Dorsal  spines  rather  low  and  strong;  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  moderately  high  and  pointed;  ventrals  longer  than  jiec- 
toral,  3|  in  head;  anal  8])ines  graduated;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  small 
scales  at  base ; caudal  rounded.  Color  dark  brown ; a narrow  brown  ver- 
tical streak  on  each  scale  posteriorly;  abroad  blackish  band  beginning 
behind  the  eye,  running  backward  along  the  body  to  opposite  first  soft  ray 
of  anal,  then  turning  abruptly  upward  to  base  of  dorsal,  forming  a right 
angle;  a large  black  blotch  at  base  of  caudal;  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  cau- 
dal with  alternate  rows  of  yellow  and  dirty  blue  spots  on  the  membranes. 
Fins  mostly  bluish,  dotted  with  black.  Length  inches.  Mexico.  (Stein- 
dachner.)  Not  seen  by  us.  {rectaiajularis,  right-angled.) 

Acara  rectangularis,  Steindachner,  Chromiden  Dlejicos,  1, 1864,  Mexico. 

1900.  ( ICHLASOMA  HAKTOM  (Beau). 

Head  2|;  depth  2^^.  D.  XIV,  11;  A.  IV,  9;  eye  4^  to  5i  in  head,  or  2 in 
snout;  interorbital  width  1^  in  snout;  scales  .5-34-11.  Larger  examples 
with  nape  strongly  arched.  Mouth  very  oblique;  lower  jaw  projecting, 
maxilla  not  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  eye.  Length  of  upper  jaw 
f that  of  head.  Teeth  in  jaws;  frenum  of  lower  jaw  distinct  (in  type 
specimens)  in  bands,  outer  series  much  enlarged  and  brown  at  tips;  head 
of  vomer  much  enlarged,  but  toothless;  palate  without  teeth.  Scales 
on  cheek  in  about  6 series.  The  dorsal  beginning  over  gill  opening,  first 
spine  very  short,  second  somewhat  longer,  length  of  spines  gradually 
increasing  backward,  last  and  longest  one  nearly  length  cf  head;  longest 
soft  rays  (third  and  fourth)  nearly  4 as  long  as  head;  spines  of  dorsal 
rather  slender;  anal  origin  nearly  under  beginning  of  soft  dorsal;  fourth 
anal  spine  nearly  ^ as  long  as  head;  longest  anal  ray  (fourth)  more  than 
^ as  long  as  head;  least  depth  of  tail  eiiuals  length  of  snout;  middle  caudal 
rays  slightly  longer  than  longest  anal  ray;  pectoral  nearly  reaching  to 
above  origin  of  anal,  and  ventral  reaching  to  vent;  lateral  line  inter- 
rupted under  fourth  soft  ray  of  dorsal  and  begins  on  median  line  of  tail 
at  a distance  below  upper  line  a little  greater  than  diameter  of  eye.  Color 
purplish  brown;  from  head  to  tail  a broad  dark  baud,  more  or  less  broken 
up  into  separate  blotches,  the  last  of  which  is  very  distinct  at  base  of  tail; 
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fins  dusky.  In  a specimen  about  5 inches  long  the  cheeks  and  snout  pro- 
fusely covered  with  minnte  roundish  brown  dots.  Four  specimens,  3+  to 
7 inches  long,  collected  in  Hauzteca  Potosina,  a region  situated  north  of 
Guanajuato,  in  San  Luis  Potosi,  Mexico.  (Bean.)  (Named  for  Barton  A. 
Beau,  assistant  curator  of  ichthyology  in  the  United  States  Natioual 
Museum,  a conscientious  naturalist.) 

Acara  6a r<o/n',  T.  H.  Beax,  Proc.  T7.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1S92,  286,  Hauzteca  Potosina,  San  Luis 

Potosi,  Mexico.  (Type,  Xo.  43765.  Coll.  Alfredo  Duges.) 

1901.  (TCHLISOMA  OODMAXM  (Giiuther). 

Head  3 to  3^;  depth  2f.  D.  XVI  or  XVII,  13  or  12;  A.  V,  9;  scales 
5-33-13.  Head  as  high  as  long;  snout  rather  elevated ; preorbital  wider 
than  orbit;  profile  of  nape  much  curved;  cleft  of  mouth  rather  narrow, 
horizontal;  jaws  equal  anteriorly;  maxillary  not  extending  backward 
to  vertical  from  front  margin  of  eye;  the  6 front  teeth  of  outer  series 
the  longest,  deep  brown;  nape  elevated : orbit  considerably  below  upper 
profile  of  head;  opercles  scaly.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  very  slightly  scaly 
at  base;  spinous  dorsal  low,  length  of  twelfth  spine  i that  of  head;  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  somewhat  produced,  extending  beyond  root  of  caudal; 
free  portion  of  tail  somewhat  higher  than  long;  caudal  subtruncated,  i 
total  length;  pectoral  shorter  than  head,  but  rather  longer  than  ventral, 
which  does  not  extend  to  A’ent.  Head  grayish  olive ; cheeks  and  body 
reddish  olive;  an  irregular  blackish  band  proceeding  from  above  pec- 
toral to  a black  spot  in  middle  of  root  of  caudal;  a black  spot  above 
origin  of  lateral  baud;  opercles,  back,  and  vertical  fins  with  black  dots. 
Length  7 inches.  Guatemala.  (Gunther.)  (Named  for  its  discoverer, 
Mr.  Godman.) 

Heros  godmanni,  Guxther.  Cat.  Fislies.  iv,  296.  1862,  Rio  de  Cahabon,  Guatemala  (Coll. 

Godman  A Salvin) ; Guxther,  Fishes  Centr.  Am.,  466,  pi.  74.  fig.  5,  1869. 

1902.  (It'HLASOMA  SIEBOLUIl  (Kuer  A Steindachner). 

Head  3;  depth  2^;  eye  4 to  5 in  head.  D.  XVII.  11;  A.  V,  8;  scales  33. 
Body  oblong,  the  back  not  much  elevated;  the  head  bluntly  and  evenly 
convex;  cleft  of  mouth  terminal,  not  very  low,  as  long  as  eye;  lip 
rather  vague,  its  folds  interrupted  ; 10  or  12  teeth  in  outer  row  in  each 
jaw,  these  larger  than  in  most  related  species,  somewhat  compressed, 
and  with  deep  brown  tips;  5 rows  of  scales  on  cheek;  preorbital  as 
broad  as  eye.  Dorsal  spines  rather  low,  the  soft  rays  somewhat  pointed; 
caudal  rounded ; pectoral  short,  14  in  head ; ventral  about  the  same.  Clear 
brown,  somewhat  darker  above ; middle  of  each  scale  with  a small  black- 
ish spot,  these  forming  a dusky  line  along  each  row  of  scales;  about  8 
dusky  crossbars  formed  of  2 or  3 vague,  partially  confluent  dusky 
shades,  the  lowest  of  these  shades  above  level  of  pectoral,  forming  an 
obscure  row  of  blotches  from  gill  opening  to  base  of  caudal;  dorsal,  anal, 
and  caudal  with  distinct  dusky  spots  arranged  in  cross  rows;  paired  fins 
with  black  specks  but  not  spotted;  some  black  spots  on  sides  of  head. 
Length  5 to  8 inches.  Known  from  11  specimens  from  New  Grenada  and 
from  the  west  slope  of  the  peninsula  of  Panama.  (ICner  A Steindach- 
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Tier.)  This  fish  is  probably  not  sufficiently  distinct  from  C.  godmavni. 
(Giinther. ) (Named  for  Professor  von  Siebold,  of  Vienna,  author  of  a 
work  on  the  Fishes  of  Austria.) 

Heros  sieholdii,  Kner  & Steindachner,  Abhaiull.  bayer.  Akad.  Wiss.,  x,  13, 1864,  pi.  2,  fig.  2, 
New  Grenada ; Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  466, 1869. 

1903.  CICHLASOMA  INTERMEDIUM  (Giinther). 

Head  3:1;  depth  2|.  D.  XVII  or  XVIII,  11;  A.  V or  VI,  10  or  8;  scales 
5-32-13.  Head  as  high  as  long;  preorbital  rather  wider  than  orbit;  eye 
not  very  remote  from  profile  of  nape,  which  is  curved;  cleft  of  mouth 
rather  narrow,  horizontal ; jaws  equal  anteriorly.  Base  of  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  with  scarcely  any  scales;  dorsal  spines  of  moderate  length  and 
strength,  length  of  twelfth  i or  nearly  ^ that  of  head;  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  extending  slightly  beyond  root  of  caudal;  free  portion  of  tail  not 
quite  so  long  as  high;  caudal  subtruncated,  its  length  ' of  total;  pectoral 
shorter  than  head,  but  rather  longer  than  ventral,  which  extends  nearly 
to  vent  Fold  of  lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle;  5 or  G series  of  scales 
on  cheek.  Brownish,  lower  parts  red  in  adults;  abroad  angular  brown 
band  on  trunk,  its  horizontal  branch  extending  from  gill  opening  to  ver- 
tical from  first  anal  spine,  while  its  vertical  branch  ascends  to  hinder 
dorsal  spines;  each  scale  within  this  band  with  a black  vertical  streak;  a 
rather  narrow  brown  band  running  from  angular  band  to  a blackish  spot 
at  root  of  caudal;  vertical  fins  with  whitish  ocelli,  inclosed  by  reddish 
streaks.  Length  G inches.  Lake  Peten.  (Giinther.)  {intermedius,  inter- 
mediate.) 

TJeros  intermedius.  (jUNTHER,  Cat.  Fishe.s,  iv,  298, 1862,  Lake  Peten  (Coll.  Godmau  & Sal- 
vin) ; Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  468,  i>l.  78,  fig.  1, 1869. 

1904.  ( ICIILASOMA  ANGULIFEUUM  (Giinther). 

Head  3i;  depth  2\.  D.  XVII  or  XVIII,  10;  A.  V,  8;  scales  4-33-12. 
Head  as  high  as  long;  preorbital  scarcely  Avider  than  orbit;  eye  not  very 
remote  from  profile  of  nape,  which  is  slightly  curved;  cleft  of  mouth 
rather  narrow,  horizontal;  jaws  equal  anteriorily;  maxillary  not  extend- 
ing backward  to  vertical  from  front  margin  of  eye.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins 
not  scaly;  dorsal  spines  of  moderate  length  and  strength,  length  of  twelfth 
that  of  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  extending  to  root  of  caudal;  free  por- 
tion of  tail  as  long  as  high;  caudal  subtruncated,  its  length  not  quite  4 
total;  pectoral  shorter  than  head,  but  longer  than  ventral,  which  does 
not  extend  to  vent.  Fold  of  lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle;  4 series 
of  scales  on  cheek.  Brownish  olive,  with  a broad  angular  black  band  on 
trunk,  its  horizontal  branch  extending  from  eye  to  vertical  from  first  anal 
spine,  its  vertical  branch  ascending  to  hinder  dorsal  spines;  some  scales 
within  the  baud  and  on  opercles  with  a black  dot;  a round  blackish  blotch 
on  root  of  caudal  fin.  Length  4 inches.  Guatemala.  (Giinther.)  (angii- 
lua,  angle;  fero,  I bear.) 

Heros  angulifer,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  298, 1862,  Yzabal,  Guatemala  (Coll.  Godman 
& Salvin) ; Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  469,  pi.  85,  tig.  1, 1869. 
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1905.  I'ICHLASOIIA  FEXESTRATl AI  (Giintlier). 

Head  3;  depth  2.  D.  XVI  or  XVII,  12;  A.  V or  VI,  9;  scales  14-33-13. 
Vertebrje  14  + 15.  Head  as  high  as  long;  snout  of  moderate  extent, 
slightly  elevated,  the  preorhital  somev'hat  wider  than  orbit;  cleft  of 
month  small,  horizontal.  Jaws  equal  anteriorly;  eye  below  upper  profile, 
nearer  to  extremity  of  snout  than  to  that  of  operculum;  interorbital 
space  convex,  wider  than  orbit.  Vertical  fins  very  slightly  scaly  at  base; 
dorsal  spines  moderately  strong,  length  of  twelfth  g that  of  head ; the  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  pointed,  their  points  not  extending  to  middle  of  caudal ; 
caudal  rounded;  distance  between  dorsal  and  caudal  less  than  greatest 
depth  of  free  portion  of  tail;  pectoral  shorter  than  head;  ventral  pointed. 
Fold  of  lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle;  5 series  of  scales  on  cheek. 
Brownish  green,  with  6 dark  cross  bands,  less  distinct  in  old  individuals 
than  in  young  ones,  crossing  a deep-black  longitudinal  band  which  runs 
from  above  pectoral  to  middle  of  root  of  caudal;  vertical  and  ventral 
fins  blacki.sh,  darkest  at  base  and  margins.  Length  6 inches.  Rivers  of 
southern  Mexico,  (fenesiratus,  with  window-like  or  lattice-like  markings.) 

Chromis  fenestrata,  Gunther.  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Loud.  1860,  318,  Rio  de  la  Lana,  Mexico. 
(Coll.  M.  Salle.) 

Herosfenestratus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  286, 1862. 

1906.  ( ICHLASOIIA  MOXTEZEIIA  (Heckel). 

D.  XVI,  11;  A.  V,  — ; lateral  line  30.  Fold  of  lower  lip  interrupted  in 
middle;  5 series  of  scales  on  cheek.  Body  with  6 dark  cross  bauds,  the 
last  around  root  of  caudal  and  marked  with  a black  spot.  (Heckel.) 
Mexico.  A scarcely  known  species.  (Montezuma,  the  last  king  of  the 
Aztecs.) 

TTeros  montezuma,  Heckel,  P>rasil.  I'liiss-Fische,  383,  1840,  Mexico  ; Gunther,  C.at.,  iv, 
296, 1862. 

1907.  riCHLASOlIA  3IA(  RAt  AMUril  (Gunther). 

Head  3;  depth  14.  !>.  XIV  or  XV,  12  or  13;  A.  V,  9 or  10;  scales 

54-31-15.  Head  rather  higher  than  long,  nape  convex,  but  upper  profile 
showing  a slight  concavity  above  snout.  Snout  of  rather  considerable 
extent,  height  of  preorbital  4 more  than  width  of  orbit;  cleft  of  mouth 
slightly  oblique,  preorbital  almost  covering  posterior  end  of  maxillary, 
which  does  not  attain  line  of  front  margin  of  eye ; Jaws  rather  protractile, 
armed  with  a broad  band  of  villiform  teeth,  those  of  outer  series  enlarged  ; 
iuterorbital  space  convex,  nearly  twice  width  of  orbit;  eye  somewhat 
nearer  to  end  of  operculum  than  to  that  of  snout;  base  of  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  with  a few  small  scales;  dorsal  and  anal  spines  strong;  first  dorsal 
spine  a little  before  A'ertical  from  upper  end  of  gill  opening;  twelfth  dorsal 
spine  a little  less  than  4 length  of  head  in  adults,  fifteenth  longest,  and 
more  than  4 length  of  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  much  elevated,  middle 
rays  produced;  caudal  rounded;  pectoral  rounded,  about  as  long  as  head  ; 
first  ventral  ray  slightly  prolonged;  free  portion  of  tail  nearly  twice  as 
deep  as  long.  Lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle.  Scales  on  cheek  in  5 
series.  Greenish  or  l)rownish  olive;  fins  black;  a more  or  less  distinct 
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black  spot  on  root  of  caudal  bn,  above  lateral  line.  Immature  individuals 
■with  6 very  indistinct  dark  cross  bands,  the  third  of  -which  has  a blackish 
blotch  below  lateral  line;  an  indistinct  blackish  spot  at  root  of  caudal  bn. 
Length  9 inches.  Chiapas  and  Huamuchal.  (Gunther.)  large; 

dcHavba,  spine.) 

Hero  macracanthns,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.  1864,  153,  Chiapas  and  Hua- 
muchal ; Gunther,  Fishes  Ceiitr.  Am.,  451,  1869. 

1908.  ( I(  HLASOMA  PARMA  (Gunther). 

Head  3;  depth  2.  D.  XVII,  12  or  13;  A.  VI,  9 or  10;  scales  5-31-13.  Head 
rather  higher  than  long,  with  the  nape  very  convex  in  adults;  snout  of 
moderate  extent,  compressed,  more  or  less  elevated,  much  longer  than  eye; 
cleft  of  mouth  slightly  oblique.  Jaws  equal  anteriorly,  and  maxillary  hid- 
<len  below  preorbital,  not  extending  to  below^  front  margin  of  orbit.  Jaws 
rather  protractile,  armed  with  a broad  band  of  villiform  teeth,  the  teeth 
of  the  outer  series  being  enlarged;  preorbital  wider  than  orbit;  interor- 
bital space  very  convex,  wider  than  orbit;  eye  nearly  in  middle  of  length 
of  head ; base  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  a few  small  scales ; dorsal  spines 
of  moderate  length  and  strength,  length  of  twelfth  rather  less  than  ^ that 
of  head  in  adults,  and  exactly  ^ in  young  ones;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  ele- 
vated; caudal  rounded;  pectoral  rounded,  not  much  shorter  than  head; 
outer  ventral  ray  jirolonged,  less  so  in  young  individuals;  fold  of  lower 
lip  interrupted  in  middle;  5 or  G series  of  scales  on  cheek.  Browuiish  or 
greenish  olive,  with  7 very  indistinct  dark  cross  bands.  The  s])ecimens 
from  Guatemala  have  a large  black  blotch  on  middle  of  root  of  caudal. 
Fins  dark  brown  in  the  adult,  lighter  in  the  young,  and  with  a few  scat- 
tered dark  dots.  Length  9 inches.  Mexico  and  Guatemala.  (Giinther. ) 
{parma,  a shield.) 

Heros  parma,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fi.shes,  iv,  285,  1862,  Mexico  and  Guatemala;  Gunther, 
Fishes  Centr.  Am.,  449, 1869. 

1900.  C’K  HLASOMA  MARGARITIFERUM  (Giinther). 

Head  3;  depth  nearly  2.  1).  XVII,  11;  A.  VH,  9;  Scales  5-31-13. 
Head  ratlier  higher  than  long;  a beshy  hump  on  nape,  which  is  ])rol)- 
ably  a character  of  mature  age;  snout  compressed,  rather  high,  of  mod- 
erate extent,  its  length  contained  2^  in  that  of  head;  preorbital  much 
wider  than  orbit,  the  diameter  of  which  is  i length  of  snout;  cleft  of 
mouth  slightly  oblique,  with  lower  Jaw  a little  prominent  beyond  upper; 
maxillary  hidden  below  ])reorbital,  not  extending  to  front  margin  of 
eye;  Jaws  protractile,  armed  with  a broadish  band  of  vHliform  teeth, 
those  of  the  outer  series  the  larger;  eye  nearer  to  extremity  of  operculum 
than  to  that  of  snout;  scales  on  cheek  not  much  smaller  than  those  on 
opercles;  a few  small  scales  at  ba.se  of  soft  portions  of  vertical  bns. 
Dorsal  spines  of  moderate  streugtli  and  length,  length  of  twelfth  con- 
tained 2^  in  that  of  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  somewhat  elevated  in 
middle,  extending  to  base  of  caudal;  free  portion  of  tail  as  long  as  high; 
caudal  fin  slightly  emarginate,  with  lobes  rounded,  J total  length;  pec 
toral  shorter  than  head,  extending  to  third  anal  sj)iue;  outer  ventral  ray 
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produced  into  a short  filament.  Fold  of  lower  lip  slightly  interrupted  in 
middle;  5 or  6 series  of  scales  on  cheek.  Brownish  olive,  with  7 black 
cross  hands;  the  first  in  front  of  dorsal  fin;  second  to  fifth  below  spinous 
dorsal,  partly  extending  on  fin;  the  sixth  below  end  of  dorsal;  the  seventh 
across  free  portion  of  tail;  each  of  these  cross  bands  has  numerous  pearl- 
colored  spots ; root  of  caudal  with  a blackish  spot.  Length  inches. 
Guatemala,  {margarita,  /.lapyapirjji;,  pearl;  fero,  I bear.) 

Heros  margaritifer,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  287,  1862,  Lake  Peten,  Guatemala  (Coll. 

Godman  & Salviu) ; Gunther,  Fishes  Centr.  Am.,  450,  i>l.  71,  fig.  2, 1869. 

1910.  CICIILASOHA  SPILLKUJI  (Giinther). 

Head  nearly  3;  depth  2.  D.  XYIII,  10;  A.  YIII  or  IX,  7 or  8;  scales 
4^29-11.  Head  a little  higher  than  long;  snout  of  moderate  extent,  its 
length  I that  of  head;  diameter  of  eye  f-  length  of  head,  f that  of  snout, 
and  less  than  width  of  iuterorbital  space,  which  is  convex;  eye  situated 
below  upper  profile,  a little  nearer  to  extremity  of  operculum  than  to  that 
of  snout;  preorbital  as  wide  as  orbit;  cleft  of  mouth  very  narrow,  scarcely 
oblique,  with  jaws  equal  anteriorly;  opercles  scaly;  vertical  fins  scaly  at 
base;  dorsal  spines  of  moderate  length  and  strength,  length  of  twelfth 
contained  2-^  in  that  of  head;  points  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  extending  to 
middle  of  caudal;  caudal  rounded;  distance  between  dorsal  and  caudal 
less  than  depth  of  tail;  pectoral  nearly  as  long  as  head,  extending  to 
fourth  anal  spine;  outer  ventral  ray  prolonged  into  a short  filament. 
Fold  of  lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle;  4 series  of  scales  on  cheek. 
Greenish  olive,  with  9 dark  ventral  bands;  a large  roundish  black  spot  on 
middle  of  root  of  caudal;  no  spot  on  temple;  caudal  and  posterior  part 
of  dorsal  and  anal  with  whitish  sjiots.  Length  3^  inches.  Rio  Moutagua, 
Guatemala.  (Giinther.)  (oTtiXoi,  spot;  ovpd,  tail.) 

Heros  spilurus,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  289,  1862,  Rio  Montagua,  Guatemala  (Coll. 

Salvin) ; Gunther,  Fishes  Centr.  Am.,  451,  pi.  73,  fig.  1, 1869. 

1911.  CICHLASOMA  LOXGIMANUS  (Giinther). 

Helad2f;  depth  2^.  D.  XVI,  10;  A.  AH,  8;  scales  4|-28-l 2.  Head  rather 
longer  than  high;  cleft  of  mouth  slightly  ol)lique,  with  lower  jaw  promi- 
nent; upper  profile  of  head  straight;  jaws  moderately  protractile ; max- 
illary not  extending  to  vortical  from  front  margin  of  eye;  preorbital  as 
wide  as  diameter  of  eye,  which  is  somewhat  less  than  width  of  interor- 
l)ital  space,  and  more  than  i length  of  head;  eye  immediately  beneath 
upper  profile  of  head,  and  a little  nearer  to  end  of  operculum  than  to  that 
of  snout ; dorsal  commencing  vertically  above  scapula,  the  spinous  portion 
having  its  upper  margin  convex,  spines  slender  and  long,  fifth  and  sixth 
the  longest,  ^ length  of  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  having  middle  rays 
somewhat  longer  than  others,  and  reaching  to  about  middle  of  caudal; 
soft  anal  slightly  scaly  at  base,  soft  dorsal  scarcely  or  not  at  all  scaly; 
anal  spines  shorter  but  somewhat  stronger  than  those  of  dorsal ; caudal 
slightly  emarginate;  pectoral  very  long,  slightly  longer  than  head,  and 
extending  nearly  to  end  of  anal ; ventral  with  outer  ray  produced  into  a 
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filament;  distance  between  vent  and  root  of  ventrals  ^ length  of  head. 
Teeth  in  jaws  small,  cardiform,  forming  a band,  those  of  outer  series  some- 
what larger  than  others;  fold  of  lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle;  scales 
on  cheek  in  3 or  4 series ; scales  on  opercles  large.  Greenish  olive,  with  an 
indistinct  blackish  band  running  from  orbit  to  a large  black  spot  on  mid- 
dle of  side;  dorsal  fin  with  numerous  round  whitish  s^iots.  Length  .5| 
inches.  Lake  Nicaragua.  (Giinther.)  long;  wan^s,  hand.) 

Heros  longimcmus,  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  453,  pi.  72,  tig.  2,  1869,  Lake  Nicaragua. 

(Coll.  Capt.  Dow.) 

1912.  CICHLASOM.V  BIFASCIATUM  (Steimlaclmer). 

Head  3^;  depth  2^.  D.  XVII,  13;  A.  VI,  9;  scales  35-20.  Body  oval, 
moderately  compressed,  the  back  regularly  arched;  head  bluntish;  eye 
5 in  head;  5 or  6 rows  of  scales  on  cheeks;  preorbital  broad,  nearly 
twice  eye;  mouth  small,  upper  lip  thickish;  lower  thin,  disappearing 
anteriorly ; teeth  rather  strong ; ventrals  pointed,  4jr  in  length  ; pectoral  4 ; 
dorsal  spines  rather  strong;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  pointed;  caudalrounded. 
Color  reddish  yellow;  naked  parts  of  head  violet  blue;  2 broad  black 
longitudinal  bands  along  sides  of  body,  the  upper  ending  at  last  ray  of 
soft  dorsal,  the  lower  running  from  angle  of  opercle  to  base  of  caudal, 
the  upper  baud  broadest;  ventrals  yellowish  gray,  other  fins  dark  brown 
with  round  dark-blue  s])ots  on  the  membranes  of  the  soft  rays.  Length 
94^  inches.  Mexico.  (Steindachner.)  {bifasciatiis,  two-bauded.) 

lleros  bi/asciaftis,  Steindachner,  Cbromidcn  ifejicos,  4,  1864,  Mexico. 

191 CICIILASOMA  HELLKRI  (Steindachner). 

Head  3;  depth  2;  eye  3^  in  head.  D.  XIV  to  XVI,  10  to  12;  A.  VI  to 
VIII,  8 or  9;  scales  5-31  or  32-14.  Body  short  and  deep,  compressed,  the 
back  elevated,  the  snout  sharp  and  low,  the  profile  depressed  before  eye; 
4 or  5 rows  of  scales  on  cheeks.  Outer  teeth  long  and  slender,  pectoral 
long,  reaching  sixth  anal  spine,  about  as  long  as  head;  ventral  longer 
than  head,  reaching  last  anal  spine;  spines  high;  soft  dorsal  and  anal 
pointed;  caudal  lunate.  Color  brownish,  with  5 or  6 faint  cross  bands; 
on  the  upper  half  of  the  third  cross  band  a large  jet-black  blotch  where 
it  crosses  a dark  lengthwise  stripe  from  upper  edge  of  gill  opening  to  base 
of  caudal;  a round  dark  blotch  on  subopercle;  cheeks  usually  with  large 
blue  points;  dorsal  and  anal  with  dark-blue  spots;  caudal  brownish, 
unspotted,  but  with  dark  specks;  a narrow  dark  cross  baud  at  base  of 
caudal.  Length  5^  inches.  Rio  Teapa,  Tabasco,  Mexico.  (Steindachner.) 
(Named  for  its  discoverer,  Prof.  Karl  Heller.) 

Heron  helleri,  Steindachner,  Chromiden  Mejicos,  8,  1864,  Rio  Teapa,  Tabasco,  Mexico. 

1914.  CTCIILASO.HA  B VLTEATU3I  (Gill  A Bransford). 

Depth  rather  more  than  2^.  D.  XVIII,  10;  A.  VII,  7.  Head  abbreviated 
and  snout  convex  above  and  almost  subtruncated  in  front;  caudal  pedun- 
cle little  higher  than  long,  and  gradually  diminishing  to  tail;  length  of 
snout  2^  times  in  that  of  head  ; interorbital  area  flat;  preoperculum  mostly 
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vertical,  but  convexly  protuberant  at  angle;  buccal  scales  in  5 rows;  jaws 
uormally  developed;  supramaxillary  terminating  at  a vertical  in  front  of 
orbit;  lower  lip  indicated  by  an  obsolete  fold,  wanting  toward  symphysis ; 
teeth  in  outer  row  moderately  enlarged;  dorsal  fin  slightly  developed; 
anterior  spines  rather  slowly  graduated,  and  the  rest  snbeqnal;  longest 
soft  rays,  when  bent  back,  extending  to  terminal  half  of  caudal;  anal  fin 
commencing  under  about  fourteenth  dorsal  spine;  spines  at  first  rapidly 
and  then  gradually  increasing  in  length  backward;  longest  soft  rays, 
when  bent  back,  reaching  second  third  of  caudal  fin;  caudal  fin  44  times 
in  extreme  length,  and  slightly  emargiuated;  pectoral  fins  reaching  back- 
ward to  vertical  of  third  anal  spine,  and  filamentary  rays  of  ventral  fins 
extending  to  fourth  or  fifth  anal  spine.  Back  declining  rather  slowly,  and 
in  a gentle  curve  to  tail,  and  in  front  of  dorsal  boldly  decnrved  to  fore- 
head. Color  (in  spirits)  yellowish  orange;  a rather  broad  black  band 
extending  from  postocnlar  region  across  operculum  and  shoulder,  along 
flanks  to  spot  at  base  of  caudal  fin;  back  in  front  of  dorsal  with  a 
blackish  spot,  and  under  base  of  dorsal  fin  are  more  or  less  defined  dark 
areas  or  spots;  dorsal  fin  dusky  and  immaculate,  as  are  also  the  anal  and 
caudal;  pectoral  fins  yellowish  at  base  and  dusky  beyond,  and  the  ven- 
tral has  outer  rays  dusky  (but  with  edge  of  external  lighter)  and  inner 
yellowish ; branchiostegal  membrane  below  orange  or  yellowish,  and  the 
breast  slate-colored.  Lake  Nicaragua.  (Gill  A:  Bransford.)  (halteatus, 
belted.) 

Heros  baltpatua,  Gill  X Bransford,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1877,  184,  Lake 
Nicaragua. 


1915.  ('ICHLA80M.i  ROSTRATUM  (Gill  & Bransford). 

Depth  24;  caudal  peduncle  4 higher  at  base  than  long.  Its  greatest 
height  bears  to  its  length  the  ratio  of  10  to  8.  Head  acutely  pointed,  and 
snout  above  rectilinear.  Length  of  snout  exceeds  4 that  of  head.  Inter- 
orbital  area  nearly  flat.  Preopercnlnm  and  cheeks  very  oblique.  Buccal 
scales  in  6 rows.  Jaws  uormally  developed.  Superior  maxillary  termi- 
nates at  a vertical  a little  nearer  eye  than  snout,  and  the  articulation  of 
lower  jaw  is  notably  in  advance  of  eye.  Lips  moderately  developed,  and 
lower  one  separated  by  a broad  frenum  at  middle.  Dorsal  fin  well 
developed;  anterior  spines  rapidly  graduated,  the  rest  subequal;  the 
soft  rays,  when  bent  back,  extend  a little  beyond  basal  third  of  caudal. 
Anal  fin  commencing  under  about  twelfth  dorsal  spine,  its  first  4 spines 
rapidly  increase,  and  its  last  2 moderately;  soft  part,  when  bent  back, 
extending  a little  beyond  liasal  fourth  of  caudal.  Caudal  enters  4^  times 
in  extreme  length,  and  is  subtruncate,  but  slightly  emarginated  in  middle. 
Pectoral  fins  well  developed  and  extending  about  as  far  backward  as  first 
anal  rays.  Ventral  fius  have  filamentary  rays,  which  extend  backward  to 
last  anal  spine.  Back  declines  rather  rapidly  to  tail,  and  in  front  of  dorsal 
is  slightly  gibbous.  Color  a bronzed  olive,  indistinctly  crossed,  at  least 
in  the  young,  by  2 bauds,  1 under  dorsal  and  the  other  below  its  last  rays; 
jater  these  fade  out  more  or  less,  leaving  of  the  first  only  a rather  indis- 
tinct dorsal  saddle  under  median  spines,  and  of  the  second  a distinct  black 
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spot  below  lateral  line;  a black  spot  also  at  base  of  caudal  fin,  mostly 
above  lateral  line;  breast  and  lower  surface  of  head  bronzed  or  blackish 
toward  maturity;  dorsal  at  its  spinous  part  dusky  and  immaculate,  but 
in  its  soft  portion  diversified  by  dusky  areas  in  3 or  5 rows,  separated  by 
narrow  light  interspaces;  anal  more  nearly  uniform,  but  still  has  a few 
light  spots;  caudal  reticulated  by  bright  interspaces  on  a dusky  ground; 
pectorals  spotless;  ventrals  dusky.  Lake  Nicaragua.  (Gill  Brans- 
ford.)  Fin  rays  not  described.  The  species  is  said  to  be  closely  related 
to  Heros  affinis,  which  has  D.  XVI,  8 or  9;  A.'STII  or  IX,  8 or  7.  {rostralus, 
long-nosed.) 

Heros  rostratus,  Gill  & Bransford,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1877,  181,  Lake  Nicaragua. 

1916.  CICHLASOMA  .IIELAXOPOGON  (Steindachiier). 

Head  31;  depth  2^.  D.  XYI  or  XYII,  12;  A.  VI,  9;  scales  6i-30-13;  eye 

4 in  head;  iiectoral  4 in  body.  Fold  of  lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle; 

5 or  6 series  of  scales  on  cheek.  Color  reddish  brown,  with  4 black 
blotches  along  base  of  dorsal;  another  row  of  black  blotches  along  side 
behind  pectoral  reaching  base  of  caudal;  lower  fins  with  spots  of  mother- 
of-pearl,  which  also  extend  on  the  black  blotches ; 2 black  cross  streaks  on 
forehead.  Length  44  inches.  Central  America.  (Steindachiier.)  (//f'Aa?, 
black;  Ttcbyoov,  beard.) 

Heros  Stetndachner,  Cliromiden  Mcjioos,  16,  in  Denkschr.  Akad.  Wiss. 

Wien,  XXIII,  1864,  72,  taf.  1,  fig.  3,  Central  America;  Gi’NTHl-ai,  Fi.sh.  Centr.  Am.,  450, 
1869. 

1917.  ( K’HLASOJIA  MELAXl  RUM  (Giinther). 

Head  nearly  3;  depth  24  to  24.  D.  XVII,  11;  A.  VI,  8;  scales  5-33-13. 
Head  higher  than  long;  a fleshy  hump  on  nape  in  large  individuals; 
snout  compressed,  rather  high,  of  moderate  extent,  its  length  | or  A that 
of  head.  Preorbital  wider  than  orbit;  cleft  of  mouth  oblique,  lower  jaw 
scarcely  iironiinent;  maxillary  not  extending  to  vertical  from  front  mar- 
gin of  eye;  jaws  protractile,  armed  with  a liroad  band  of  villiform  teeth, 
those  of  outer  series  the  larger,  and  brown  at  tip.  Eye  as  distant  from 
extremity  of  snout  as  from  that  of  operculum.  Scales  on  cheek  con- 
siderably smaller  than  those  on  opercles.  Vertical  lius  scaleless.  Dorsal 
spines  of  moderate  strength  and  length,  the  length  of  twelfth  A that  of 
head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  extending  somewhat  beyond  root  of  caudal; 
free  portion  of  tail  nearly  as  long  as  high;  anal  spines  strong  and  long; 
caudal  rounded,  4 total  length;  pectoral  shorter  than  head,  extending 
nearly  to  origin  ot  anal  fin;  distance  of  vent  from  root  of  ventral  f 
length  of  head.  Fold  of  lower  lip  subinterrupted  in  middle;*  5 series  of 
scales  on  cheek.  Grange  colored  or  purplish  brown,  with  a more  or  less 
irregular  deep-black  band  along  middle  of  tail ; sometimes  a series  of  more 
or  less  confluent  black  blotches  on  back.  Mature  individuals  having 
whole  of  lower  parts  of  head,  belly,  and  tail  deep  black ; dorsal,  caudal, 
and  pectoral  orange  colored  or  purplish  brown,  with  a few  scattered  spots 

* Tlie  fold  is  distinctly  interrupted  in  .specimens  from  6 to  10  inches  long,  while  it  appeal’s 
to  he  slightly  continuous  in  young  individuals  of  3 to  4 inches  in  length. 
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posteriorly;  anal  and  ventral  blaek.  Young  examples  have  no  black, 
except  the  band  on  tail;  their  dorsal  spines  proportionally  longer,  length 
of  twelfth  contained  in  that  of  head.  Length  10  inches.  Guatemala. 
(Ghnther.)  (//f'Aa?,  black ; o5pa,  tail.) 

Ileros  melanurus,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  228,  1862,  Lake  Peten,  Guatemala.  (Coll.  God- 
man  & Salvin.) 


1918.  CICHLASOMA  NEBULIFERUM  (Giintlier). 

Head!;  depth  2f.  D.XYIII,  12;  A.  VI,  9;  scales  6-35-13.  Head  as  high 
as  long;  snout  slightly  elevated,  preorbital  wider  than  orbit.  Profile  of 
nape  much  curved.  Cleft  of  mouth  small,  horizontal;  jaws  equal  anteri- 
orly; interorbital  space  convex,  its  width  equal  to  1^  diameter  of  eye; 
opercles  scaly.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  very  slightly  scaly  at  base,  spines  of 
the  former  of  moderate  strength,  length  of  twelfth  somewhat  less  than  | 
that  of  head.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  not  produced,  and  the  former  not 
extending  to  root  of  caudal;  caudal  truncated ; free  portion  of  tail  longer 
than  high;  pectoral  shorter  than  head;  ventral  not  prolonged.  Fold  of 
lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle;  6 series  of  scales  on  cheek.  Greenish 
olive;  middle  of  body  clouded  with  blackish,  in  the  form  of  indistinct 
vertical  bands ; a round  black  spot  in  middle  of  root  of  caudal ; the  outer 
parts  of  fins  blackish.  Length  7 inches.  Mexico.  (Giinther.)  (nehula 
cloud;  fero,  I bear.) 

Chromis  nehuUfer,  Gunther,  I^roc.  Zool.  Soc.  Loud.  1800,  318,  Mexico  (Coll.  M.  Salle); 

GiiNTHER,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  297, 1862. 

1919.  CICHLASOMA  LENTIGIAOSUM  (Steindachner). 

Head  3^ ; depth  2f.  D.  XVII,  13;  A.  VI,  9;  scales  34-20.  Body  compara- 
tively elongate,  compressed;  the  back  arched,  profile  depressed  before 
eye ; the  snout  iirominent,  bluntish,  sharp  in  the  young.  Anterior  teeth 
considerably  enlarged.  Eye  rather  behind  middle  of  head,  5 in  head;  6 
rows  of  scales  on  cheek.  Pieopercle  rather  broad.  Ventrals  rounded, 
rather  short,  not  reaching  vent ; pectoral  longer,  4 in  head;  spines  moder- 
ate; soft  dorsal  and  anal  pointed;  caudal  lunate.  Olivaceous,  yellowish 
below,  base  of  each  scale  paler;  6 or  7 faint  curved  dark  cross  bands; 
sides  of  head  and  sides  of  body  everywhere  with  small  irregular  scattered 
brown  specks,  these  especially  numerous  on  opercles;  soft  dorsal,  anal 
and  caudal  with  crossrows  of  dark  spots;  spinous  dorsal  with  3 faint 
dark  lengthwise  streaks.  Length  inches.  Me:xico.  (Steindachner.) 
(lentiginosiis,  warty.) 

Ileros  lentiginostis,  Steindachner,  Chromiden  Mejicos,  6, 1864,  Mexico. 

1920.  CICHLASOMA  DEPPII  (Heckel). 

Head  3|;  depth  3.  D.  XVII,  10;  A.  VI,  8;  lateral  line  30-17.  Fold  of 
lower  lip  interrupted  in  the  middle.  Six  rows  of  scales  on  cheek.  The 
length  of  the  dorsal  spines  is  i that  of  head.  Brownish ; tail  with  6 obso- 
lete dark  cross  bands,  the  last  with  a black  spot.  (Heckel.)  Mexico;  a 
scarcely  known  species.  (Named  for  Mr.  Depp.) 

Ileros  deppii,  Heckeu,  Brasil.  Fluss-Fische,  382, 1840,  Mexico;  GOnther,  Cat.,  iv,  296, 1862. 
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Subgenus  ARCHOCENTRUS,  Gill. 

1921.  CICHLASOMA  NIGKOFASCIATUM  (Gunther). 

Head  3;  depth  2^.  D.  XVIII,  8;  A.  X,  7:  scales  4-29-11.  Head  as  high 
as  long,  with  upper  profile  convex  to  snout,  where  it  is  straight.  Snout  of 
moderate  extent ; width  of  preorhital  equal  to  that  of  llrhit ; eye  somewhat 
nearer  to  end  of  snout  than  to  that  of  operculum,  its  diameter  consider- 
aldy  less  than  width  of  interorhital  space,  and  1 length  of  head;  jaws 
equal  in  length.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  with  scarcely  any  scales  on  their 
bases,  and  more  or  less  produced  in  middle,  the  longest  rays  reaching  to 
middle  of  caudal;  dorsal  fin  commencing  in  vertical  from  humerus,  its 
spines  of  moderate  strength,  rather  short,  length  of  twelfth  somewhat  less 
than  ^ that  of  head ; anal  si)ines  as  long  as,  but  rather  stronger  than,  those 
of  dorsal  fin ; caudal  rounded,  | total  length ; pectoral  as  long  as  head 
without  snout,  extending  to  second  or  third  anal  sjiiue;  ventral  but 
slightly  produced.  Lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle.  Scales  on  cheek  in 
4 or  .5  series.  Very  dark-colored;  ground  color  a dark  blackish-purplish 
brown;  an  arched  black  band  running  from  nape  round  opercular  mar- 
gin to  operculum;  a second  nearly  concentric  with  first,  running  from 
nape  to  behind  pectoral  and  ventral;  third  short,  like  a spot  between 
anterior  dorsal  spines  and  lateral  line;  the  following  subvertical,  slightly 
inclined  backward,  and  broader  than  interspaces  between  them;  the 
penultimate  connecting  ends  of  dorsal  and  anal  lins;  the  last  across  root 
of  caudal ; fins  black.  Length  3^  inches.  Nicaragua;  known  from  Lakes 
Atitlan,  Amatitlan,  and  Nicaragua.  (Giinther.)  {niger,  black;  fasciatus, 
banded.) 

Jlcros  nigrofasciatus,  Guntheh,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  452,  pi.  74,  fig.  1869,  Lake  Atitlan, 
Nicaragua.  (Coll.  Salvin.) 

1922.  CK’IILASOMA  MULTISPI.VOSI  M (Giiiitlur). 

Head  3;  depth  2).  D.  XVIII,  9;  A.  XI,  7;  scales  4-29-12.  Head  as 
deep  as  long,  with  upper  profile  nearly  straight;  snout  rather  short;  width 
of  preorbital  considerably  less  than  that  of  orbit;  eye  situated  immedi- 
ately below  upper  profile,  nearer  to  end  of  snout  than  to  that  of  operculum  ; 
its  diameter  a little  less  than  ^ length  of  head,  and  much  less  than  width 
of  interorbital  space,  which  is  fiat;  mouth  with  jaws  equal  in  length, 
small,  the  maxillary  not  reaching  vertical  from  orbit.  Suboperculum  with 
2 series  of  scales;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  scaly  at  base,  scarcely  pro- 
longed, and  not  extending  to  middle  of  caudal;  dorsal  fin  commencing 
above  humerus,  its  spines  of  moderate  strength,  and  rather  long,  length  of 
eighth  to  last  spine  being  not  much  less  than  | that  of  head ; anal  spines 
stronger,  and  even  a little  longer  than  those  of  dorsal ; caudal  fin  rounded, 
I of  total  length ; pectoral  shorter  than  head,  extending  to  fifth  anal  spine ; 
outer  ventral  ray  produced  into  a short  filament;  free  portion  of  tail 
twice  as  deep  as  long.  Lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle.  Three  series 
of  scales  on  cheek.  Brownish  olive,  each  scale  somewhat  darker  at  base; 
a blackish  band,  as  broad  as  a scale,  running  from  eye  to  a round  black 
spot  situated  before  and  below  termination  of  upper  part  of  lateral  line; 
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thence  it  is  continued  to  root  of  caudal  as  a series  of  4 or  5 irregular  spots; 
fins  blackish,  apparently  immaculate.  Length  34  inches.  Lake  Managua, 
Guatemala.  (Gunther.)  {muUum,  many S2)inosu8,  spined.) 

Heros  7mdtispinosiis,  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  453,  pi.  74,  fig.  2,  1869,  Lake  Managua, 
Guatemala.  (Coll.  (^pt.  Dow.) 


1923.  CICHLASOMA  ( EXTRAKCHUS  (Gill  & Bransford). 

Depth  2.  D.  XYI,  8;  A..  X,  9.  Caudal  peduncle  very  short,  its  height 
at  root  being  twice  as  great  as  it  is  long,  aud  it  comparatively  rapidly 
narrows  to  caudal;  head  having  forehead  slightly  gibbous,  aud  snout 
rectilinear  and  pointed  in  front;  length  of  snout  little  more  than  ^ that 
of  head;  interorbital  area  slightly  raised;  preoperculum  nearly  vertical 
and  at  angle  boldly  rounded;  buccal  scales  in  5 rows;  jaws  normally 
developed ; supramaxillary  terminating  at  a vertical  about  a pupil's  length 
in  advance  of  eye;  lips  moderately  developed,  the  lower  interrupted  in 
front;  teeth  of  outer  row  rather  strong;  dorsal  fin  moderately  developed; 
dorsal  spines  increase  in  a regular,  bold  curve  from  first  to  sixth,  and  the 
following  nearly  equal;  longest  rays,  bent  backward,  extend  for  length  of 
basal  half  of  caudal;  anal  fin  very  long  and  commences  Tinder  ninth  dor- 
sal sxiiue;  spinous  iiortion  not  much  less  than  3 times  longer  than  soft; 
first  3 spines  rajiidly  graduated  and  following  ones  nearly  equal;  long- 
est soft  rays  reaching  backward  to  terminal  half  of  caudal;  caudal  fin 
forms  i of  extreme  length,  its  angles  round  aud  the  posterior  margin 
slightly  emarginated;  jiectoral  fin  extending  backward  nearly  to  verti- 
cal of  fifth  or  sixth  anal  s^iiue;  ventral  fins  also  reaching  to  nearl3' 
same  point ; jiarts  above  aud  below  longitudinal  axis  nearly  equallj"  bal- 
anced ; back  declines  moderately  in  a curve  toward  tail  and  in  front  of 
dorsal  slightly,  but  regularly  decurved  toward  forehead.  Color  bronze 
olive,  with  7 indistinct  cross  bauds;  at  base  of  tail  a faint  spot,  chiefly 
above  lateral  line ; fins  dusky  and  immaculate.  Lake  Nicaragua.  (Gill  X 
Bransford. ) ( Centrarch us,  a genus  of  North  American  suufishes,  with  manj" 
anal  spines;  Hsvrpov,  sjTiue;  dpxo^,  anus.) 

Heros  centrarchu^,  Gill  A Bransford,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1877,  185,  Lake 
Nicaragua,  Nicaragua. 


6i6.  HEROS,  Heckel. 

Heros,  Heckel,  Ann.  ^Viener.  Mus.  1840,  362  {severus,  etc.;  restricted  by  Jordan  A Gil- 
bert to  seoents). 

Herichthys,  Baird  A Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  25  (cyanoyuttatus). 
Hoplarchus,  Kaup,  tViegmann's  Archiv  1860,  129  (pentacanthits). 

Body  oblong,  comjiressed,  somewhat  elevated,  the  form  Centrarchoid. 
Head  rather  large,  scal.v  on  the  cheeks  and  oiiercles;  preopercle  entire. 
Mouth  rather  small,  terminal,  low,  moderately  protractile,  the  jaws  sub- 
equal, lower  lip  without  frenum,  its  fold  being  continuous;  maxillarv 
small;  preorbital  deep;  jaws  with  a single  series  of  rather  stout  eonical 
teeth,  behind  which,  in  front,  is  a narrow  baud  of  villiform  teeth.  Gill 
membranes  slightly  connected,  free  from  the  isthmus ; gill  rakers  short  and 
thick.  Scales  rather  large,  ctenoid,  the  lateral  line  interrupted  and  begin- 
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ning  again  below,  as  usual  in  this  family.  Dorsal  fin  continuous,  the 
spinous  part  much  longer  than  the  soft  part,  of  about  17  rather  low  but 
strong  spines;  soft  rays  much  higher  than  spines;  anal  fin  similar  to  soft 
dorsal  but  shorter,  its  spinous  part  also  longer  than  the  soft,  of  4 to  10 
spines;  vertical  fins  not  closely  scaled;  caudal  tin  subtruncate,  with 
rounded  angles.  This  genus  as  here  understood  differs  from  Cichlasoma 
in  the  absence  of  frenum  to  the  lower  lip;  the  anal  spines  are  numerous 
(4  to  10),  the  mouth  not  greatly  protractile,  and  the  dorsal  and  anal  tins 
not  closely  scaled'.  The  characters  separating  Cichlasoma,  Heros,  ^quidens, 
and  Astronotus  are  not  of  great  importance,  and  may  be  not  wholly  natural. 
Kecent  authors  have  united  all  under  one  generic  name,  Astronotus.*  It 
seems  to  us,  however,  more  convenient  to  recognize  these  groups  as  dis- 
tinct genera,  as  a help  toward  the  orderly  arrangement  of  the  great  mass 
of  species  usually  referred  to  Heros.  Even  as  thus  restricted,  Hcros  is  a 
very  large  genus,  taking  in  the  rivers  of  South  America  the  place  filled 
in  North  America  by  Lepomis  and  related  genera.  Species  very  numerous, 
chietly  South  American.  The  species  of  this  g«“nus  have  never  been  criti- 
cally compared.  {ijpoo<;,  hero,  the  allusion  not  evident.)  The  following 
analysis  will  be  found  artificial  and  of  little  value : 


Anal  spines  8 or  9 (rarely  7). 

h.  Dorsal  rays  XVIII,  9 or  10;  scales  31. 
hh.  Dorsal  rays  XVII,  10;  scales  29. 
bbb.  Dorsal  rays  XVI,  8 or  9 ; scales  29. 
bbbb.  Dorsal  rays  XVI,  11  or  12;  scales  30. 

Anal  spines  7 (rarely  6 or  8). 

c.  Body  comparatively  deep,  tlie  depth  ^ the  length;  soft  tins  elevated. 

TRIMACULATUS,  1928. 


FRIEDKICHSTHALI,  1924. 

SALVINI,  1925. 
AFFI.MS,  1926. 
MACULIPINMS,  1927. 


cc.  Body  oblong,  the  depth  2^  to  2^  in  the  length. 

d.  Dorsal  with  17  (rarely  16  or  18  or  19)  spines  and  11  or  12  soft  rays. 

e.  Males  with  the  lips  greatly  thickened  and  vertically  expanded ; scales 
32.  LAIUATUS,  LOBOCIIILUS,  1929,  1930. 

ee.  Males  with  the  lips  not  greatly  thickened  nor  expanded. 

ERYTHR.t;i'S,  BASILARIS,  XICARAGUENSIS,  MANAGUFCNSIS,  1931-1934. 
dd.  Dorsal  with  16  spines  and  hut  9 or  10  soft  rays;  scales  33;  head  3 in 
length.  AUREUS,  1935. 

ccc.  Body  rather  deep,  the  depth  2,^  in  length;  dorsal  rays  XVI  or  XVII,  12. 


CITRINELLUS,  1936. 

cccc.  Body  comparatively  elongate,  the  depth  3 in  length ; dorsal  rays  XVIII,  18. 

MOTAGUENSIS,  1937. 


aaa.  Anal  siiines  6 (rarely  5 or  7). 

/.  Dorsal  rays  XVIII,  11  to  14. 

g.  Body  rather  elongate,  the  depth  3 in  length;  scales  33  to  35. 

OBLONGUS,  DOVII,  1938,  1939. 

gg.  Body  rather  deep,  the  dei)th  2^  in  length;  scales  34. 

GIBBIUEI’S,  MICROPHTHALMUS,  1940,  1941. 


ff.  Dorsal  rays  XVI  or  XA’II,  10,  rarely  11 ; depth  2^  to  2i  in  length ; a dark  spot 
at  base  of  caudal. 

h.  Caudal  spot  ocellate;  no  blue  spots;  scales  29.  urophthalmus,  1942. 
hh.  Caudal  spot  diffuse. 

i.  Body  banded  Avith  dark;  no  blue  spots;  scales  33.  troscheli,  1943. 

ii.  Body  and  fins  with  many  small  blue  spots ; scales  25. 

CYANOGUTTATUS,  1944. 


* Astronotus,  Swainsou,  1839  (ocellatus)  — Acara,  Ileckel,  1840,  as  restricted  by  Gill, 
ISoH — Hygrogonus,  Gunther,  1862. 
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aaaa.  Anal  spines  5,  rarelj^  or  never  6;  dorsal  rays  XVI,  11  or  12. 

j.  Body  ratlier  elongate,  the  depth  2|-  in  length ; scales  32.  pavonaceus,  1945. 
jj.  Body  moderately  deep,  the  depth  2|  in  length;  body  with  cross  hands  and 
pearly  dots.  altifrons,  1946. 

jjj.  Body  deep,  the  depth  2f  in  length;  scales  30;  coloration  nearly  jdain,  the 
fins  ■with  dark  spots.  beam,  1947. 

aaaaa.  Anal  spines  normally  4 (very  rarely  5).  Dorsal  rays  XV  or  XVI,  10  to  12;  body 
rather  deep,  compressed,  the  depth  2h  in  length ; body  and  fins  with  dark- 
brown  spots.  TETRACANTHUS,  1948. 

1924.  HEROS  FRIEDRICHSTHALI,  Heckel. 

Head  2f ; depth  2^-,  eye  3|  in  head,  equal  to  snout.  D.  XVIII,  9 or  10; 
A.  YIII  or  IX,  9 or  7 ; scales  4-31-12.  Fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in 
middle.  Scales  on  cheek  in  7 series.  Antero-inferior  margin  of  preorhi- 
tal  concave,  the  greatest  width  of  this  hone  only  ^ that  of  orbit.  Length 
of  twelfth  dorsal  spine  ?-  that  of  head.  Longest  dorsal  ray  1^  in  head ; 
longest  anal  ray  14  in  head.  Yellowish  olive,  with  6 or  7 blackish  cross 
bands;*  a black  hand  from  eye  to  upper  part  of  root  of  caudal,  inter- 
rupted by  the  interspaces  between  cross  hands,  the  origin  and  end  of  this 
band  are  edged  with  yellow;  suboperculum  with  a black  ocellus;  an 
oblique  black  streak  from  eye  toward  ocellus.  Lengtli  5 inches.  Lake 
Peten,  Lake  Nicaragua,  and  its  outlet,  the  Rio  San  Juan. 

Hcros  friedrichsthali,  Heckel,  Flussfische  Brasil,  381,  1840,  Rio  San  Juan,  Nicaragua; 

Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  294,  1862;  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  459,  1869. 


1925.  HEROS  SALVIM,  Giinther. 

Head  2f;  depth  2^.  D.  XYII,  10;  A.  YIII  or  IX,  7;  scales  5-29-10. 
Head  somewhat  longer  than  high;  snout  of  moderate  extent,  longer  than 
eye,  pointed;  cleft  of  mouth  very  oblique;  lower  jaw  projecting;  max- 
illary not  quite  extending  to  vertical  from  anterior  margin  of  orbit;  eye 
immediately  below  upper  profile,  in  middle  of  length  of  head;  suboper- 
culuni  of  moderate  width,  with  1 series  of  scales ; preorbital  a little  nar- 
rower than  orbit,  with  the  antero-inferior  margin  concave.  Length  of 
twelfth  dorsal  spine  | that  of  head  in  specimens  from  Lake  Peten,  and  4 
in  those  from  Santa  Isabel.  Fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle; 
scales  of  cheek  in  5 series.  Base  of  soft  dorsal  scaly.  Distance  between 
dorsal  and  caudal  considerably  less  than  depth  of  free  portion  of  tail ; 
distance  between  vent  and  root  of  ventrals  f length  of  head.  Dark 
greenish  olive,  with  a black  band,  edged  with  yellow,  running  from 
snout,  through  eye,  to  root  of  caudal,  most  distinct  on  head,  but  inter- 
rupted on  tail  by  lighter  interspaces;  it  passes  a black  lateral  spot,  and, 
in  young  individuals,  terminates  in  another  black  spot;  an  irregular 
black  band  along  back,  below  base  of  dorsal  fin ; sometimes  3 bands  across 
upper  surface  of  head;  a blue  horizontal  line  below  orbit;  a more  or  less 
distinct  black  ocellus  on  sulmperculum  sometimes  entirely  absent;  fins 
blackish,  immaculate,  or  with  faint  dots  only  in  small  number;  sides 

* These  h.Tuds  not  evident  in  specimens  from  Xicaragua  examined  by  us  (U.  S.  Xat. 
Mus.,Xo.  39918). 
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below  black  baud  sanguineous  iu  mature  examples.  Length  inches. 
Guatemala.  (Gunther.)  (Named  for  Osbert  Salviu,  its  discoverer.) 

Ileros  salvini,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  294,  1862,  Rio  de  Santa  Isabel,  Guatemala 
(Coll.  Godmau  & Salviii);  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  460,  pi.  73,  fig.  3,  1869. 

Ileros  triagramma,  Steindachner,  Denkschr.  Akad.  Wiss.  Wieu,  xxiii,  1864,  70,  taf.  3, 
fig.  2,  Central  America.  (Coll.  Friedrichstal.) 

1920.  HEROS  AFFIMS,  Giinthor. 

Head  2f ; depth  2f.  D.  XVI,  8 or  9;  A.  VIII  or  IX,  8 or  7 ; scales  5-29-12. 
Head  as  high  as  long;  snout  comjiressed,  elevated,  with  cleft  of  mouth 
oblique  and  with  lower  jaw  prominent;  preorbital  wider  than  orbit  (in 
the  larger  individuals) ; eye  considerably  nearer  extremity  of  operculum 
than  to  that  of  snout.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  entirely  scaleless;  dorsal 
spines  rather  strong  and  long,  length  of  twelfth  | that  of  head;  anal 
spines  very  strong ; free  portion  of  tail  a little  higher  than  long.  Caudal 
slightly  emarginate,  f total  length;  distance  between  vent  and  root  of 
ventral  ^ length  of  head.  Fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle.  Scales 
on  cheek  in  4 series.  Olive,  with  5 or  6 dark  cross  bands,  the  middle  one  of 
which  has  a deep-black  spot  where  it  passes  lateral  line;  a more  or  less 
distinct  black  spot  on  subojierculum ; sides  of  head  and  vertical  fins  with 
bluish  dark-edged  ocelli.  Length  inches.  Lake  Peten.  (Giinther.) 
{affinis,  related — to  Ileros  aureus.) 

Heros  affinis,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.,  tv,  292,  1862,  Lake  Peten  (Coll.  Godmau  A Salvin) ; 
Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  455,  pi.  79,  fig.  1,  1869. 

1927.  HEROS  M Vt'ULIPIXMS,  Steindachner. 

Heads;  depth  2.  D.  XVI,  11  or  12;  A.  VIII,  8;  scales  4-30-14.  Body 
short  and  deep,  back  considerably  arched,  the  ventral  outline  also  arched; 
j)rofile  depressed  before  eye;  mouth  low  and  rather  small,  the  maxillary 
scarcely  longer  than  eye;  teeth  somewhat  close-set;  eye  3^^  in  head,  as 
broad  as  the  preorbital ; 4 or  5 rows  of  scales  on  cheek.  Pectoral  about 
as  long  as  head,  reaching  third  anal  spine;  ventrals  slightl}'’  longer, 
reaching  fifth  spine;  soft  dorsal,  anal  and  caudal  rounded,  not  scaly  at 
base.  Color  brownish,  with  5 brownish  vertical  bauds  not  sharply  de- 
fined, the  third  band  with  a large  black  spot  at  the  point  where  it  crosses 
a vague  dusky  stripe  from  upper  edge  of  gill  opening  to  base  of  caudal; 
sides  of  head  usually  with  blue  spots;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  blue,  with 
many  spots  of  bright  yellow;  caudal  mottled.  Length  44  inches.  Rio 
Zanapa,  near  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico.  (Steindachner.)  (macula,  s^mt;  pinna, 
fin.) 

Ileros  maculipinnis,  Steindachner,  Chromiden  Mejicos,  15,  1864,  Rio  Zanapa,  Mexico. 

1928.  HEROS  TRIMACULATUS,  Giinther. 

Head  2| ; depth  2.  D.  XVII,  11 ; A.  VI  to  VIII,  9 ; scales  5-31-14.  Head 
nearly  as  high  as  long;  snout  rather  pointed,  much  longer  than  eye;  cleft 
of  mouth  very  oblique;  lower  jaw  prominent;  maxillary  extending  nearly 
to  vertical  from  front  margin  of  orbit;  preorbital  as  wide  as  orbit,  with 
3030 19 
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autcro-inferior  margin  concave;  width  of  orbit  -t  length  of  head,  hut  only 
f that  of  interorhital  space;  eye  immediately  below  concavity  of  upper 
profile  of  head,  and  very  slightly  nearer  to  tip  of  snout  than  to  opercular 
margin;  opercles  scaly;  suboperculum  with  2 series  of  scales;  A’ertical 
fins  scaly  at  base;  fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle;  scales  of 
cheek  iu  5 series;  dorsal  spines  of  moderate  strength  and  length,  the 
tv’lilfth  rather  less  than  ^ length  of  head;  points  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal 
extending  beyond  middle  of  caudal;  caudal  much  rounded;  distance  be- 
tween caudal  and  dorsal  considerably  less  than  depth  of  iree  portion  of 
tail;  pectoral  much  shorter  than  head,  extending  only  to  second  anal 
spine;  ventrals  with  outer  ray  produced;  distance  between  vent  and  root 
of  ventrals  nearly  | length  of  head.  Dark  greenish  olive,  with  3 black 
spots,  the  first  above  origin  of  lateral  line,  the  second  in  juiddle  of  side, 
and  the  third  above  end  of  lateral  line;  fins  black.  Length  11  inches. 
Chiapas  and  Huamuchal.  (Giinther.)  {ires,  three;  maadatus,  spotted.) 
lleros  triniaculalus,  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  4C1,  pi.  7G,  1869,  Chiapas  and  Huamuchal. 

(Coll.  Salvin.) 

1029.  HEKOS  LABI.VTl'S,  Giinther. 

DeptI  2^.  D.XYII,  11;  A.  Yll  or  YIII,  8;  scales  6-32-13.  Head 
rather  longer  than  high;  snout  somewhat  elevated;  cleft  of  mouth 
slightly  oblique,  with  lower  jaw  a little  prominent;  teeth  in  narrow 
bands,  those  of  outer  series  enlarged,  with  brown  tips;  maxillary  not 
nearly  attaining  vertical  from  front  of  eye;  preorbital  as  wide  as  orbit, 
the  diameter  of  which  is  less  than  extent  of  snout,  and  } length  of  head; 
interorbital  space  somewhat  convex,  wider  than  orbit;  eye  situated  not 
quite  immediately  l)eueath  upper  profile  of  head,  and  midway  between 
end  of  snout  and  that  of  operculum;  opercles  scaly,  the  scales  larger  than 
those  oil  cheek;  suboperculum  with  2 series  of  scales;  soft  portions  of 
dorsal  and  anal  fins  with  minute  scales  between  rays  at  their  base;  dorsal 
siiiues  of  moderate  length  and  strength,  length  of  eighth  dorsal  spine  less 
than  ^ length  of  head;  points  of  produced  middle  rays  of  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  reaching  to  middle  of  caudal  fin;  caudal  rounded,  its  length  rather 
more  than  5 times  in  total ; anal  spines  of  nearly  same  length  and  strength 
as  those  of  dorsal  fin ; pectoral  rounded,  reaching  to  fourth  or  fifth  spine 
of  anal;  ventral  filament  junduced ; distance  between  vent  and  root  of 
ventral  less  than  i length  of  head;  scales  on  cheek  in  4 series;  anterior 
l)ortious  of  upper  and  lower  lips  much  enlarged,  each  forming  a moveable 
subtriangular  flap  (probably  in  old  males  only) ; depth  of  free  portion 
of  tail  scarcely  more  than  its  length.  Uniform  red,  or  red  irregularly 
marbled  with  black,  or  nearly  entirely  black.  Length  7 inches.  Lakes 
Managua  and  Nicaragua.  (Gunther),  {lahiatus,  thick-lipped.) 

Heros  lahiatus,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Loud.  1864,  27,  pl.t,  fig.  1,  Lake  Managua, 

Nicaragua  (Coll.  Capt.  Dow);  Gunther,  Fish.  Ceiitr.  Am.,  456,  1869. 

1930.  HERO.S  LOBOt'HlLUS,  Giinther. 

Head  2f;  depth  2i.  D.XYII,  11  or  12;  A.  YH,  8 or  9;  scales  6-32-14. 
Head  as  high  as  long;  snout  rather  elevated,  with  cleft  of  mouth  oblique, 
and  lower  jaw  rather  jiromiuent;  upper  profile  very  concave;  teeth  in 
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narrow  bands,  those  of  outer  series  enlarged,  with  brown  tips ; maxillary 
not  reaching  to  vertical  from  front  of  orbit;  preorbital  as  wide  as  orbit, 
very  slightly  more  than  4 times  in  length  of  head;  interorbital  space  flat, 
much  wider  than  orbit;  eye  immediately  below  upper  jirofile,  slightly 
nearer  to  extremity  of  snout  than  to  that  of  operculum ; opercles  scaly,  the 
scales  larger  than  those  on  cheeks;  suboperculum  with  1 series  of  scales; 
soft  portions  of  anal  and  dorsal  fins  with  a series  of  small  scales  between 
rays  at  their  base;  dorsal  spines  of  moderate  strength,  length  of  eighth  to 
twelfth  more  than  ^ that  of  head;  points  of  soft  anal  and  dorsal  reaching 
to  middle  of  caudal;  free  portion  of  tail  scarcely  higher  than  long;  cau- 
dal rounded,  its  length  4 of  total;  anal  spines  strong  and  long;  pectoral 
rounded,  reaching  to  fourth  anal  spine;  outer  ventral  ray  produced;  dis- 
tance between  vent  and  root  of  ventral  ^ length  of  head;  old  males 
with  anterior  portions  of  lips  much  enlarged,  each  forming  a moveable 
subtriangular  flap;  in  young  males  lips  simple,  fold  of  lower  continu- 
ous. Greenish  or  yellowish,  with  about  6 indistinct  dark  cross  bands; 
that  below  fourteenth  dorsal  spine  with  a large  black  blotch  below  lat- 
eral line;  sometimes  a black  spot  on  upper  half  of  base  of  caudal.  Length 
8 inches.  Lake  Managua,  Nicaragua.  (GUnther).  (Ao/S/oj,  lobe; 
lip.) 

lleros  lobochilus,  (Jintheu,  Fish.  Ceiitr.  Ain.,  457,  j)!.  75,  lig.  1,  1809,  Lake  Managua, 
Nicaragua.  (Coll.  Capt.  Dow.) 


lOJtl.  IIKKOS  KUYTIIR.EUS,  Giintlier. 

Head  2|;  depth  2^.  1).  XVII,  12;  A.  VII,  8;  scales  G.1-31-14.  Head  as 

high  as  long;  snout  rather  elevated,  with  cleft  of  mouth  slightly  oblique, 
and  lowei  jaw  scarcely  prominent;  teeth  in  narrow  bauds,  those  of  outer 
series  enlarged,  with  brown  tips;  maxillary  not  reaching  vertical  from 
front  margin  of  ey(';  preorbital  wider  than  orbit;  diameter  of  eye  nearly 
5 times  in  length  of  head;  interorbital  space  slightly  convex,  much  wider 
than  orbit;  eye  near  upper  profile  of  head,  and  equidistant  between  end  of 
snout  and  that  of  operculum ; opercles  scaly,  the  scales  larger  than  thos(‘  on 
cheek;  suboperculum  with  2 series  of  scales;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  lins 
with  a few  minute  scales  running  up  between  leases  of  rays;  dorsal  spines 
of  moderate  strength ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  slightly  produced,  not  reach- 
ing to  middle  of  caudal;  length  of  eighth  dorsal  s])ine  Ic.ss  than  A that  of 
head ; caudal  rounded,  4 total  length  ; anal  spines  stronger  but  not  longer 
than  those  of  dorsal  fin  ; pectoral  rounded,  extending  to  fourth  anal  spine, 
somewhat  shorter  than  head;  outer  ventral  ray  produced;  distance  be- 
tween ventral  and  vent  | length  of  head;  lips  thick,  with  broad  free  mar- 
gin in  their  entire  circumference;  scales  on  cheek  in  4 or  5 series;  depth 
of  free  portion  of  tail  conspicuously  more  than  its  length.  Deep  orange 
color;  many  of  the  scales  of  tail  with  a blackish  spot  on  base.  Length  7 
inches.  Lake  Managua,  Nicaragua.  (Giinther.)  of,  reddish.) 

lleros  erylhrceus,  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  457,  pi.  75,  fig.  2,  1869,  Lake  Managua, 
Nicaragua.  (Coll.  Capt.  Dow.) 
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1932.  HEROS  BASILARIS,  Gill  & Bransford. 

Depth  2^.  D.  XYI,  12;  A.  8.  Head  normal,  snout  above  convex 
and  blunt  in  front,  length  of  snout  little  more  than  ^ length  of  head; 
interorhital  area  slightly  raised;  preoperculum  nearly  vertical;  buccal 
scales  i]i  4 rows ; jaws  normally  developed ; supramaxillary  terminating  at 
a vertical  very  little  in  advance  of  orbit;  lips  moderately  developed  and 
free  all  around;  teeth  of  outer  row  of  rather  large  size;  dorsal  fin  mod- 
erately developed;  anterior  spines  normally  graduated,  the  rest  subequal; 
soft  rays  when  bent  back  extending  nearly  to  terminal  third  of  caudal; 
anal  fin  commences  under  thirteenth  dorsal  spine,  its  first  3 spines  rapidly 
and  the  succeeding  moderately  graduated;  longest  soft  rays  when  bent 
back  reaching  second  third  of  caudal;  caudal  4^  or  4^  times  in  extreme 
length,  and  its  margin  is  convex-truncate;  pectoral  fin  extending  to  verti- 
cal of  third  and  ventral  fin  to  that  of  fourth  or  fifth  anal  spine ; caudal 
peduncle  not  much  higher  at  base  than  long,  and  decreases  very  gradually 
to  fin;  back  declines  moderately  to  tail,  and  regularly  decnrved  in  front 
(d'  dorsal  fin.  Color  bronzed  olive,  with  (in  young,  at  least)  7 bands;  in 
fourth  baud  is  developed  a distinct  blackish  si)ot  just  under  lateral  line, 
and  on  base  of  caudal  fin,  above  lateral  line,  is  another,  but  smaller,  black- 
ish spot ; dorsal  and  anal  fins  dusky,  but  soft  parts  much  darker  at  base 
than  on  rest  of  their  fins  and  surface ; caudal  fin  also  much  darker  at  its 
basal  third  than  behind;  pectoral  and  ventral  fins  dusky  and  uniform, 
save  that  the  filamentary  rays  of  ventrals  are  darker.  Lake  Nicaragua. 
(Gill  & Bransford.)  {basUaris,  basal.) 

Heros  basilar  is,  Gill  & Bransfoku,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1877, 182,  Lake  Nicaragua. 


1933.  HEROS  NK’ARAGUENSIS,  Giinther. 

Head  Sj  ; depth  2f.  D.  XYllI  or  XIX,  11;  A.  YII,  8 or  9;  scales  5-35-13. 
Head  much  higher  than  long,  in  consequence  of  an  adipose  swelling  above 
eye  (in  adult),  which  renders  shaiie  of  head  Coryphaiia-Ul^e snout  ele- 
vated; preorbital  wider  than  orbit,  the  diameter  of  which  is  more  than  ^ 
of  length  of  head;  cleft  of  mouth  rather  narrow,  horizontal,  the  jaws 
equal  in  front;  maxillary  not  extending  liack  to  vertical  from  front  of 
orbit;  teeth  in  a baud,  those  of  outer  series  somewhat  enlarged,  and  with 
brown  tips;  iuterorbital  space  very  convex,  not  quite  twice  as  broad  as 
orbit;  eye  about  equally  distant  from  end  of  snout  and  that  of  opercle 
and  far  below  upper  profile  of  head;  vertical  fins  scaly  at  base;  spinous 
dorsal  not  very  low,  the  sixteenth  spine  J as  long  as  head;  first  dorsal 
Bjiiue  inserted  above  upper  end  of  gill  opening;  dorsal  and  anal  spines 
long;  pectoral  not  quite  as  long  as  head;  soft  portions  of  dorsal  and  anal 
slightly  produced,  the  former  extending  nearly  to  middle  of  caudal ; free 
portion  of  tail  as  high  as  long;  caudal  slightly  emargiuate,  its  length  con- 
siderably more  than  I total;  ventral  having  outer  ray  much  produced  and 
reaching  to  sixth  anal  spine;  fold  of  lower  lip  interrupted  in  middle; 
scales  on  cheek  in  6 series,  rather  irregularly  arranged.  Brownish  olive 
above,  yellowish  below;  back  with  5 or  6 obscure  blackish  cross  bands, 
not  extending  downward  to  beyond  middle  of  side;  many  scales  with  a 
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brown,  vertical  marginal  streak;  a lateral  spot  usually  distinct;  soft 
vertical  fins  with  brown  spots,  each  as  large  as  a scale.  Length  7 inches. 
Lake  Nicaragua.  (Giinther.) 

Herosnicaraguensis,  G.unther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.  1864, 153,  Lake  Nicaragua  (Coll.  Capt. 

Dow) ; Gunther,  Fish.  Ceiitr.  Am.,  465,  1869. 

1934.  HEROS  MA\AGUENSIS,  Giinther. 

Head  2^;  depth  2\.  I).  XVIII,  10;  A.  VII,  8;  scales  4^32-13.  Head 

longer  than  high;  snout  of  moderate  length,  somewhat  pointed;  lower 
jaw  prominent;  cleft  of  month  oblique;  maxillary  reaching  beyond  an- 
terior margin  of  eye.  Width  of  orbit  7!  length  of  head,  and  f width  of 
interorbital  space;  eye  immediately  below  upper  profile,  its  distance  from 
end  of  snout  a little  more  than  ^ that  from  hinder  margin  of  operculum ; 
opercles  scaly,  the  scales  on  operculum  larger  than  those  on  cheek ; sub- 
operculum with  2 series  of  scales;  preorbital  with  antero-inferior  margin 
concave,  narrow,  its  greatest  width  scarcely  more  than  ^ that  of  orbit; 
dentition  as  in  H.  dovli;  first  dorsal  spine  inserted  behind  vertical  from 
upper  end  of  gill  opening;  dorsal  and  anal  spines  of  moderate  length  and 
strength,  length  of  twelfth  dorsal  tin  3f  times  in  that  of  head;  vertical 
fins  slightly  scaly  at  base;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  not  reaching  to  middle  of 
caudal;  caudal  rounded;  distance  between  dorsal  and  caudal  much  less 
than  depth  of  free  portion  of  tail;  pectoral  short,  more  than  | length  of 
head,  and  extending  only  to  origin  of  anal;  ventral  with  outer  rays  slightly 
produced,  reaching  beyond  vent;  distance  between  \ ent  and  root  of  ven- 
tral not  quite  ^ length  of  head.  Fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle; 
scales  on  cheek  small,  rather  irregularly  arranged,  in  8 or  9 series.  Green- 
ish brown,  shining  golden,  and  irregularly  marbled  with  dark  brown;  a 
series  of  quadrangular  black  spots  (probably  a band  in  young  examples) 
running  from  eye  to  a black  spot  on  root  of  caudal,  this  spot  above  lateral 
line;  a brown  band  descending  oblifiuely  from  lower  posterior  angle  of 
orbit  to  lower  posterior  angle  of  operculum ; vertical  fins  with  black  spots, 
each  S])ot  i as  large  as  a scale.  Length  7^  inches.  Lak(‘  INIanagua,  Nica- 
ragua. (Giinther.) 

Iferos  managuensia.  Gunther,  Fish.  Ceiitr.  Am.,  463,  i>l.  77,  iig.  3,  1869,  Lake  Managua, 

Nicaragua.  (Coll.  Capt.  Dow.) 

1935.  HEROS  AUREES,  Giinther. 

Head  3;  depth  2}^.  I).  XVI,  9 or  10;  A.  VII,  8;  scales  0-33-13.  Head  as 

high  as  long;  snout  somewhat  elevated,  with  cleft  of  mouth  oblique  and 
with  jaws  ecjual  anteriorly ; preorbital  as  wide  as  orbit;  eye  a little  nearer 
to  extremity  of  operculum  than  to  that  of  snout;  dorsal  spines  rather 
slender,  length  of  twelfth  a little  less  than  4 that  of  head;  distance 
between  dorsal  and  caudal  somewhat  less  than  ^ that  of  head  and  some- 
what less  than  greatest  depth  of  free  portion  of  tail ; caudal  slightly  emargi- 
nate;  distance  between  vent  and  root  of  ventral  ^ length  of  head;  fold  of 
lower  lip  continuous  in  middle;  scales  on  cheek  in  5 series.  Yellowish 
olive,  with  6 dark  crossbands  extending  downward  to  a yellow  longitudi- 
nal band  running  from  above  pectoral  to  lower  half  of  base  of  caudal;  the 
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third  crosshand  terminating  in  a large  black  lateral  spot;  sides  of  head 
■with  several  bluish  dots,  and  with  a blackish  spot  on  operculum  and 
suboperculum,  darkest  on  latter  bone;  fins  light  colored,  immaculate. 
Length  5 inches.  Guatemala.  (Gunther.)  {aureus,  golden.) 

Heros  aureus,  Gunther.  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  292,  1S62,  Rio  Motagua  and  at  Yzabal,  Guate- 
mala (Coll.  Salvin  i Godman) ; Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  455,  pi.  73,  fig.  2, 1869. 


1936.  HEROS  riTBIXELTXS,  Giinther. 

Head  2i;  depth  2^.  D.  XVI  or  XVII,  12;  A.  VII.  8 or  9 ; scales  6-30-13. 
Head  as  high  as  long;  snout  rather  elevated,  not  obtuse;  cleft  of  mouth 
almost  horizontal;  lower  jaw  scarcely  prominent;  teeth  in  narrow  bands, 
Those  of  outer  series  enlarged,  with  brown  tips;  inaNillary  not  reaching 
vertical  from  front  margin  of  eye;  preorbital  wider  than  orbit;  eye  close 
to  upper  profile,  and  a little  nearer  to  end  of  snout  than  to  opercular  mar- 
gin, its  diameter  ^ length  of  head;  interobital  space  fiattish,  twice  width 
of  orbit;  opercles  scaly,  the  scales  larger  than  tho.se  on  cheeks;  sub  oper- 
culum with  2 series  of  scales.  Soft  anal  and  dorsal  fins  slightly  scaly  at 
base;  points  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  considerably  produced,  and  extending 
beyond  middle  of  caudal  fin,  sometimes  to  its  extremity;  first  dorsal  spine 
inserted  above  upper  end  of  gill  opening;  dorsal  and  anal  spines  slender, 
the  eighth  or  tenth  of  dorsal  fin  | length  of  head;  pectoral  nearly  as  long 
as  head,  long  and  rounded,  and  extending  to  fifth  anal  spine;  outer  ven- 
tral ray  produced;  caudal  rounded,  its  length  4^  times  in  total;  distance 
between  vent  and  root  of  ventral  nearly  4 length  of  head.  Scales  on 
cheek  in  4 series;  fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle;  free  portion  of 
tail  conspicuously  deeper  than  long;  nape  very  convex;  interorbital  space 
broad,  its  width  f length  of  head.  Lemon  colored,  either  nearly  uniform 
or  with  the  back  black,  which  color  sometimes  forms  irregular  blotches 
on  vertical  fins.  Length  8 inches.  Lake  Xicaragua.  (Giinther.)  {citri- 
nellus,  lemon  colored.) 

ITeros  citriiiellus,  Gunther.  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Loud.  1864,  15.3,  Lake  Nicaragua  (Coll.  Capt. 

Duw) ; Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  458,  pi.  71,  fig.  1. 1869. 


1937.  HEROS  lIOTAGrENSIS,  Gunther. 

Head  2g ; depth  3.  D.  XVIII.  10;  A.  VII,  8 or  9 ; scales  5-32-13.  Head 
longer  than  high ; snout  of  moderate  extent,  much  longer  than  eye,  pointed ; 
cleft  of  mouth  very  oblique,  lower  jaw  very  prominent;  maxillary  reach- 
ing nearly  to  vertical  from  anterior  margin  of  orbit;  width  of  orbit  not 
quite  1 length  of  head,  and  less  than  width  of  interorbital  space;  pre- 
orbital with  antero-inferior  margin  but  slightly  concave,  its  greatest 
width  equal  to  that  of  orbit;  dentition  as  in  H.  dovii;  eye  near  upper 
profile  of  head,  nearer  to  end  of  snout  than  to  that  of  operculum;  ‘opercles 
scaly;  suboperculum  with  2 series  of  scales;  vertical  fins  scaly  at  base, 
their  points  not  reaching  middle  of  caudal;  caudal  rounded;  distance 
between  dorsal  and  caudal  somewhat  less  than  depth  of  free  portion  of 
tail;  first  dorsal  spine  inserted  behind  vertical  from  upper  end  of  gill 
opening;  dorsal  and  anal  spines  short,  length  of  twelfth  dorsal  spine  | 
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that  of  head;  pectoral  short,  less  than  f length  of  head,  and  scarcely 
reaching  to  vent;  ventral  short,  pointed,  the  outer  ray  produced;  dis- 
tance between  vent  and  root  of  ventral  more  than  ^ length  of  head; 
fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle;  scales  on  cheek  small,  in  8 series. 
Brownish,  a black  interrupted  baud  miming  from  eye  to  a spot  on  root  of 
caudal,  this  spot  above  lateral  line;  an  oblique  short  black  streak  running 
from  lower  posterior  angle  of  orbit  toward  a spot  on  suture  between  oper- 
culum and  suboperculum,  close  to  interoperculum,  the  band  not  continu- 
ous with  the  spot;  back  with  traces  of  irregular  cross  bands,  more  distinct 
in  young  than  in  old  individuals;  vertical  tins  with  numerous  brown 
dots.  Length  10  inches.  Rio  Motagua  and  Lake  Nicaragua.  (Gunther.) 

Heros  motaguenais,  Gunthee,  Fish.  Centr.  Am., 4G2, pi. 77,  fig. 2,1869,  Rio  Motagua,  Nic- 
aragua. (Coll.  Godman.) 


193S.  HKKOS  OBLOXGUS,  Giinther. 

Head  3|;  depth  3.  D.  XVIII,  12  or  13;  A.  YI,  8 or  9;  scales  5^33-15. 
Head  a little  longer  than  high;  snout  of  moderate  extent;  j)reorbital 
wider  than  eye,  the  diameter  of  which  is  length  of  head;  cleft  of  mouth 
rather  narrow,  horizontal,  with  jaws  equal  anteriorly;  maxillary  not 
extending  backward  to  vertical  from  front  margin  of  eye;  teeth  in  a band, 
those  of  outer  series  much  larger  and  stronger  than  others,  and  with  brown 
tips;  iuterorbital  space  convex,  not  quite  twice  as  broad  as  orbit;  eye 
about  equidistant  from  end  of  snout  and  that  of  opercle;  vertical  iins 
scaly  at  base;  spinous  dorsal  rather  low,  length  of  twelfth  dorsal  spine 
less  than  ^ that  of  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  somewhat  produced,  the 
former  reaching  to  middle  of  caudal ; free  portion  of  tail  rather  longer 
than  high;  caudal  subtrnneated,  its  length  a little  less  than  ‘ total;  pec- 
toral shorter  than  head,  about  equal  in  length  to  ventral,  the  outer  ray  of 
which  reaches  to  vent;  fold  of  lower  lij)  continuous  in  middle;  5 series 
of  scales  on  cheek.  Brownish,  with  about  5 very  indistinct  broad  darker 
cross  bauds,  descending  from  back  to  a not  less  indistinct  longitudinal 
band  running  from  above  pectoral  to  a black  spot  in  middle  of  root  of 
ventral;  vertical  fins  with  transverse  series  of  round  whitish  spots,  sepa- 
rated by  a network  of  dark  lines;  pectorals  yellowish.  Length  8 inches. 
Rio  Motagua,  Nicaragua.  (Gunther.)  {olloncjus,  oblong.) 

Heros  oblongiis,  Gunthee,  Fisb.  Centr.  Am.,  464,  1869.  Rio  Motagua,  Nicaragua.  (Coll. 

Godman.) 

1939.  HEKOS  DOVII,  Giinther. 

Head  2|;  depth  3.  D.  XVIII,  11  or  12;  A.  VI,  9 or  10;  scales  51-35-13. 
Head  much  longer  than  high ; snout  rather  elongate,  much  longer  than 
eye,  pointed;  cleft  of  mouth  oblique,  lower  jaw  very  prominent;  maxil- 
lary reaching  vertical  from  anterior  margin  of  orbit;  width  of  orbit 
times  in  length  of  head  and  equal  to  that  of  interorbital  space.  Eye  im- 
mediately below  upper  profile,  but  considerably  nearer  to  end  of  snout 
than  to  that  of  operculum;  opercles  scaly,  the  scales  on  operculum  larger 
than  those  on  cheek;  suboperculum  with  2 series  of  scales;  preorbital 
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Avith  antero-inferior  margin  but  slightly  concave,  its  greatest  width  f that 
of  orbit;  each  jaw  with  a pair  of  fangs,  the  lower  separate;  soft  portions 
of  dorsal  and  anal  lius  seal}-  at  base  and  not  reaching  beyond  origin  of 
anal;  first  dorsal  spine  inserted  behind  vertical  from  upper  end  of  gill 
opening;  dorsal  and  anal  spines  slender,  length  of  twelfth  dorsal  spine  1 
that  of  head ; caudal  rounded ; pectoral  about  f as  long  as  head  and  scarcely 
reaching  vertical  from  origin  of  anal ; ventral  pointed,  slightly  produced, 
reaching  only  to  vent  ; distance  between  vent  and  root  of  ventral  | length 
of  head;  fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle.  Scales  on  cheek  small, 
rather  irregularly  arranged,  in  about  8 series.  Brown,  irregularly  mar- 
bled with  darker;  fins  black;  an  indistinct  black  band  along  operculum 
and  side  of  trunk;  an  oblique  blackish  band  descending  from  eye  toward 
root  of  pectoral;  a black  spot  behind  angle  of  mouth.  Length  6 inches. 
Lake  Nicaragua,  Nicaragua.  (Gunther. ) (Named  for  Capt.  John  M.  Dow, 
the  collector  of  the  types.) 

Heros  dovii,  GL'xther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lend.  1864, 154,  Lake  Nicaragua,  Nicaragua ; Gun- 
ther, Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  461,  pi.  73,  fig.  4, 1869. 

1940.  HEROS  GIBBICEPS,  Steindachner. 

Head  2f ; depth  3 ; eye  5 in  head.  D.  XVII  or  XVIII,  13  or  14 ; A.  VI,  9 or 
10 ; scales  6-33-12.  Body  rather  elongate,  moderately  compressed,  the  back 
regularly  arched.  Adult  with  large  fieshy  lump  above  the  eye  to  the 
nape.  Five  rows  of  scales  on  cheek;  preorbital  moderate;  mouth  very 
small,  low;  teeth  slender;  snout  projecting  beyond  the  mouth  in  the 
adult  ; cleft  of  mouth  arched,  as  long  as  broad,  its  length  equal  to  that 
of  eye;  pectoral  short,  1^  in  head,  as  long  as  ventrals.  Spines  moderate; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  scarcely  pointed,  scaly  at  base;  caudal  rounded. 
Chocolate  brown,  yellowish  below;  a row  of  dark  blotches,  6 or  7 in  nnm- 
l)er,  along  middle  line  of  body  from  upper  part  of  gill  opening  to  base  of 
caudal;  a dark  streak  on  each  scale  parallel  with  the  edge;  vertical  fins 
vaguely  mottled.  Length  11  inches.  Rio  Teapa,  Tabasco,  Mexico.  (Stein- 
dachner.) (r/<6&RS,  gibbous;  - ceps,  head.) 

Heros gibbiceps,  Steindachner,  Chromiden  Mejico-s,  12, 1864,  Rio  Teapa,  Tabasco,  Mexico. 

1941.  HEROS  JIICROPHTHALIII  S,  Gunther. 

Head  34;  depth  24.  D.  XVIII,  13;  A.  V or  VI,  10  or  9;  scales  5-34-14. 
Head  as  high  as  long;  snout  of  moderate  extent;  preorbital  wider  than 
eye;  cleft  of  mouth  rather  narrow,  horizontal,  with  jaws  equal  anteri- 
orly; interorbital  space  very  convex,  twice  as  broad  as  orbit;  eye  a little 
nearer  to  extremity  of  snout  than  to  that  of  opercle ; vertical  fins  scaly 
at  base;  spinous  dorsal  low,  length  of  twelfth  spine  4 or  rather  less  than 
I that  of  head;  free  portion  of  tail  rather  higher  than  long;  pectoral 
much  shorter  than  head,  equal  in  length  to  ventral,  which  does  not  extend 
on  to  vent;  fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle;  6 series  of  scales  on 
cheek.  Brownish,  with  indistinct  dark  cross  bands,  and  with  a dark  band 
along  sides  and  tail,  terminating  at  a black  spot  in  middle  of  root  of  cau- 
dal; each  scale  on  lateral  and  lower  parts  with  a purple  spot  at  base;  soft 
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portions  of  vetical  fins  with  series  of  hlackish  dots;  axil  of  pectoral 
orange-colored.  Length  8 inches.  Rio  Motagna,  Nicaragua.  (Giinther.) 
{l^nupoc,,  small;  0(pO<rA/io?,  eye.) 

Heros  mierophthalmns,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  295,  1862,  Rio  Motagua,  Nicaragua. 
(Coll.  Gotlman  & Salvin) ; Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  464, 1869. 

1942.  HEROS  IIROPHTH ALMUS,  Giinther. 

Head  nearly  3;  depth  21  to  2L  L.  XVII,  11;  A.  VI,  11;  scales  5-28-12. 
Head  as  high  as  long;  snont  rather  elevated,  with  cleft  of  month  ohliqne 
and  with  lower  jaw  prominent;  preorhital  as  wide  as  orbit;  interorbital 
space  flat,  wider  than  orbit;  eye  nearer  to  extremity  of  snont  than  to  that 
ofopercnlnm;  dorsal  spines  of  moderate  length  and  strength,  length  of 
twelfth  I that  of  head ; free  portion  of  tail  higher  than  long ; anal  sjiines 
strong  and  long;  distance  between  vent  and  root  of  ventral  f length  of 
head.  Fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle.  Scales  on  cheek  in  6 
series.  Brownish  or  greenish  olive,  with  7 blackish  cross  bands  as  broad 
as  interspaces  between,  the  first  descending  obliquely  backward  across 
nape;  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  below  the  dorsal  spines;  the  seventh 
across  free  portion  of  tail;  a large,  black,  white-edged  ocellus  on  root  of 
caudal;  fins  blackish;  pectoral  yellowish  toward  base.  Length  7 inches. 
Lake  Peten,  Gnatemala.  (Giinther.)  (ovpd,  tail;  dcp0aX/i6<s,  eye.) 

Heros  iiroj)hthahnus,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  291,  1862,  Lake  Peten  (Coll.  Godiuan  & 
Salvin) ; Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  454,  pi.  72,  fig.  1, 1869. 

1943.  HEROS  TROSCHEEI,  Steinda<  liner. 

Head2|;  depth  21.  D.  XVI,  10  or  11;  A.  VI,  8;  scales  5-32  to  34-13; 
eye  4^  in  head.  If  in  snont;  cheeks  with  5 or  (>  rows  of  scales.  Body  short 
and  deep,  the  back  elevated  but  not  much  arched  : mouth  small,  not 
longer  than  eye,  little  curved;  the  outer  teeth  strong;  pectoral  rounded, 
shorter  than  head,  not  reaching  first  anal  spine;  caudal  rounded;  ventrals 
short,  sjiines  moderate;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly  at  base,  pointed  at  tip. 
Brownish,  with  7 dusky  cross  bands  curved  forward;  a large  round  dif- 
fuse blackish  blotch  at  base  of  caudal,  mostly  above  end  of  lateral  line;  a 
deep  black  longitudinal  spot,  part  of  the  first  dark  cross  band,  behind 
base  of  pectoral ; fins  dusky  bluish,  unspotted.  Length  7 inches.  Mexico. 
(Steindachner).  (Named  for  Professor  Troschel.) 

Ilerus  troscheli,  Steindachnek,  Ichthyologische  Notizeu,  iv,  12,  1867,  Mexico. 

1944.  HEROS  CYAXOCILTTATUS  (Baird  & Girard). 

Head  3j:;  depth  2); ; eye  4;  snout  3.  D.  XVII,  10;  A.  VI,  8;  lateral  line 
25.  Body  oval,  moderately  compressed ; profile  gently  curved;  interorbital 
region  slightly  depressed;  eyes  small,  situated  rather  backward  and  high 
up ; mouth  small,  maxillary  not  reaching  orbit ; 6 rows  of  scales  on  cheek ; 
fins  high;  longest  dorsal  spine  equal  to  distance  from  snout  to  pupil;  soft 
rays  longer.  If  in  head;  longest  anal  rays  1^  in  head,  equal  to  length  of 
pectoral.  Brownish,  body  and  soft  parts  of  vertical  fins  everywhere  with 
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small  blue  spots;  sometimes  a black  spot  011  middle  of  spinous  dorsal, 
with  another  one  below  it  on  back;  a black  blotch  at  base  of  caudal. 
Rivers  of  southwestern  Texas  and  northeastern  Mexico;  chiefly  confined 
to  the  basin  of  the  Rio  Grande;  the  only  species  of  Cichlidcv  entering  the 
United  States.  (Kvdvso<;,  cyaneus,  blue;  gnitaius,  spotted.) 

Herlchthys  cyanoguttattis,  Baird  & Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  vii,  1854,  25, 
Rio  Grande,  Brownsville,  Texas  (Type,  No.  851.  Coll.  John  H.  Clark);  Baird  &. 
Girard,  U.  S.  and  Mex.  Bound.  Snrv.,  Zool.,  30,  pi.  4,  tig.s.  9-12,  1859. 

Heros  cyanogiittatus,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  290,  1862;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
608,  1883. 

1945.  HEROS  P.WOX.VCEIJS,  Garinan 

Head  2|;  depth  2f.  D.  XVI,  12;  A.  Y,  8;  scales  4-32-12.  Head  as  deep 
as  long;  eye  large,  wider  than  preorbital,  its  front  behind  tip  of  maxil- 
lary; 5 rows  of  scales  on  cheek;  lower  lip  not  described;  fifth  dorsal 
spine  highest ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  reaching  caudal;  pectorals  to  vent. 
Dark  brown,  flecked  with  pale ; 4 to  7 ocellated,  vertically  expanded 
black  spots  on  side  below  dorsal  fin ; an  ocellated  black  spot  on  base  of 
tail  above  lateral  line;  side  with  10  or  12  faint  dark  cross  bands.  Mon- 
clova,  Coahnila,  Mexico.  (Garman).  (pavonaceus,  like  a peacock.) 

IJeros  pavonaceus,  Garman,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  viii,  93,  1881,  Spring  near  Monclova 
in  Coahuila,  Mexico;  JORDAN  & Gilbert,  Sjmopsis,  939,  1883. 

' 1940.  HEROS  ALTIFROXS,  Kner  & Steindachner. 

Head  2^ ; depth  2|.  D.  XVI,  11 ; A.  V,  8 or  9.  Snout  rather  high,  width 
of  preorbital  more  than  that  of  orbit.  Jaws  equal  in  lengtli.  Eye  con- 
siderably nearer  to  end  of  operculum  than  to  that  of  snout.  Dorsal  spines 
of  moderate  length  and  strength.  Lower  lip  dilated  into  a lobe  on  each 
side,  which  is  broadest  behind.  Scales  on  cheek  in  4 or  5 series.  Body 
with  4 or  5 dark  vertical  bands,*  each  band  with  a darker  blotch ; scat- 
tered pearl-colored  dots  all  over  body ; a dark  spot  on  middle  of  root  of 
caudal  fin.  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  southward.  (Kner  & Steindachner.) 
(altu8,  high;  frons,  forehead.) 

Ileros  altifrons,  Kner  &,  Steindachner,  Sitzgeber.  buyer.  Akad.,  223, 1863,  New  Granada ; 
Abbamll.  buyer.  Akad.,  x,  11,  taf.  2,  fig.  1 ; Gunther,  Fish.  Ceutr.  Am.,  459,  1869. 

1947.  HEROS  BEAXI,  Jordan. 

_■  (Mojarra  Verde.) 

Head  3;  depth  2 D.  XVI,  11;  A.  V,  8;  scales  44-30-12.  Body  oblong, 
comprevssed,  the  back  moderately  elevated ; profile  gibbous  at  nape,  de- 
pressed and  concave  above  eyes,  thence  straight  to  tip  of  snout,  which  is 
short  and  rather  sharp;  snout  3 in  head;  eye  small,  4|  in  head,  1^  in  the 
slightly  concave  interorbital  space;  lower  lip  moderate,  its  fold  contin- 
uous, without  frenum;  teeth  moderate,  maxillary  short,  3^  in  head;  lower 
jaw  slightly  projecting;  preorbital,  4^  in  head;  6 rows  of  scales  on  cheek; 
edge  of  preopercle  oblique,  straight,  entire;  gill  rakers  very  short,  thick- 
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ish;  dorsal  spines  low,  the  longest  a little  shorter  than  snout;  soft  dorsal 
and  anal  elevated,  pointed,  their  tips  reaching  a little  past  base  of  caudal, 
the  longest  ray  about  If  in  head;  bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  somewhat 
scaly;  caudal  subtrnncate;  veutrals  reaching  beyond  pectorals,  nearly  to 
front  of  anal,  1^  in  head;  xiectorals  1^;  origin  of  ventral  spine  under i>ec- 
toral  base.  Color  olive,  the  centers  of  many  scales  on  sides  of  body  and 
head  paler  in  some  specimens  ( 9 darker  in  others  ( (?  ?) ; sides  with 

traces  of  about  8 obscure  dark  cross  bars,  Avhich  are  about  as  wide  as  the 
interspaces;  a faint  i)ale  streak  from  below  eye  to  maxillary;  an  obscure 
black  spot,  most  distinct  in  young  and  rather  larger  than  eye,  on  lateral 
line  and  below  eleventh  and  twelfth  dorsal  spines;  a similar  spot  at  base 
of  caudal,  just  above  lateral  line;  fins  olivaceous,  the  dorsals,  caudal,  and 
anal  with  roundish  spots  of  dark  olive;  lower  fins  dusky.  Adult  in  life 
with  a black  spot  on  each  scale,  these  forming  series;  first  dorsal  edged 
with  dark  red,  the  2 black  blotches  and  black  bars  obsolete.  Young, 
light  olive,  banded  with  darker,  with  the  bars  and  blotches  distinct;  no 
blue,  yellow,  or  red.  Length  4 to  8 inches.  Eio  Presidio,  Mazatlan;  a 
very  abundant  species,  the  northernmost  of  the  family  on  the  Pacific  coast ; 
used  as  food.  (Named  for  Dr.  Tarleton  Hoffman  Bean,  now  director  of 
the  New  Y'ork  Aquarium,  ^‘in  recognition  of  his  researches  in  American 
ichthjmlogy.’’) 

Heros  beani,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1888,  332,  Rio  Presidio,  near  Mazatlan.  (Types 
Nos.  37145,  and  37165.  Coll.  Alidionse  Forrer) ; Jordan,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 473. 


194S.  IIEUOS  TETR.V(AXTIirs  (Cuvier  A Valenciennes). 

(VlA.IACA.) 

Head  2|  to  3;  depth  2^.  D.  XV  or  XVI,  10  to  12;  A.  IV  or  V,  7 to  9; 
scales  5-30  or  31-10;  pores  of  lateral  line  18+12.  Head  as  long  as  high, 
with  the  upper  profile  concave  above  eyes;  snout  of  moderate  extent,  its 
length  ^ that  of  head;  cleft  of  mouth  very  oblique,  not  extending  to 
below  anterior  margin  of  eye;  lower  jaw  prominent;  preorbital  rather 
narrower  than  orbit,  diameter  of  which  is  | length  of  head;  interorbital 
space  wider  than  orbit,  its  naked  portion  flat;  eye  immediately  below 
upper  profile,  nearer  to  extremity  of  snout  than  to  that  of  operculum. 
Scales  ctenoid,  those  on  cheek  small,  in  7 horizontal  and  10  vertical 
series;  basal  portion  of  vertical  fins  scaly;  snout,  preorbital,  and  lower 
jaw  naked ; scales  before  dorsal  A'aryiug  much  in  size ; dorsal  spines  rather 
feeble,  nearly  ^ that  of  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  somewhat  elevated  in 
middle,  extending  slightly  beyond  base  of  caudal;  anal  sj^ines  of  moderate 
length  and  strength ; caudal  rounded ; pectoral  rounded,  equal  in  length 
to  distance  of  snout  from  posterior  margin  of  preopercnlum,  about  reach- 
ing to  tips  of  ventrals;  ventral  pointed,  origin  of  ventral  spine  under  pec- 
toral base,  a little  more  than  ^ length  of  head,  not  extending  to  vent;  2 
pores  near  angle  of  opercle;  teeth  in  jaws  forming  a band,  those  in  outer 
series  enlarged;  lower  pharyngeal  somewhat  longer  than  broad,  with 
short  cardiforiu  teeth,  those  in  middle  of  its  posterior  ^ obtusely  conical 
or  molar -like.  Fold  of  lower  lip  continuous  in  middle;  7 series  of  scales 
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on  cheek.  Brownish;  each  scale  with  a dark-brown  spot  at  base,  the 
spots  forming  longitudinal  series;  margins  of  preopercnlum  with  several 
similar  spots;  a pair  of  dark-hrown  spots  in  axil  of  pectoral,  one  superi- 
orly, the  other  interiorly;  dorsal  fin  with  obsolete  brown  spots,  the  other 
fins  immaculate : 4 well-marked  dark-brown  lengthwise  streaks  on  head, 
the  first  from  posterior  margin  of  eye  to  angle  of  opercle,  the  second  on 
lower  edge  of  eye,  the  third  above  angle  of  month,  the  fourth  a little 
l)elow  it;  the  last  3 extending  over  the  opercles;  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal 
with  large  dark  sjiots.  Length  6 inches.  Rivers  of  Cuba;  locally  com- 
mon; a food  fish  of  some  importance.  Here  described  from  a specimen 
from  Rio  Almendares,  Cuba,  inches  in  length,  {rerpa,  four;  dxavOa, 
spine.) 

Centrnrehus  tetracanthus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  vii,  4G0,  1E31, 
Cuba. 

Chromis  fusco-maeidatus,  Guichenot,  Eaiiion  tie  la  Sagra,  Hist.  He  Cuba,  Puiss.,  78,  pi.  2, 
fig.  3, 1850,  Havana. 

Acara  fusco-inaciilata,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  282,  1862. 

Acara  tetracanthus,  Steindachner,  Chromitlen  Mejicos,  4,  1864. 

617.  THERAPS,  Giinther. 

r/temps,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes  Brit.  Mus.,  iv,  284,  1862  (irregularis). 

Body  compressed,  oblong,  covered  with  moderate  ctenoid  scales,  those 
of  the  lateral  line  not  enlarged;  teeth  conical,  in  a band;  mouth  small, 
the  lower  jaw  included;  scales  on  cheeks  small;  gill  rakers  short,  horny; 
dorsal  and  anal  not  scaly;  anal  spines  normally  5,  sometimes  4.  Central 
America. 

(Oepacp,  slave,  probably  from  some  resemblance  to  Therapon  theraps,  an 
East  Indian  fish  allied  to  Pomadasis.) 

1949.  THERAPS  I HREGTJEARIS,  Giinther. 

Head  34;  depth  3L  D.  XVI,  13;  A.  Y,  9;  scales  4-35-14.  Head 
longer  than  high;  snout  compressed  and  prominent,  its  length  | that  of 
head,  and  nearly  twice  width  of  orbit;  cleft  of  mouth  rather  small, 
extending  backward  somewhat  behind  the  vertical  from  nostril;  uiiper 
jaw  slightly  overlaj)])ing  lower;  teeth  in  a narrow  band,  those  of  the 
outer  series  largest ; preorbital  somewhat  wider  than  orbit,  its  width  being 
equal  to  that  of  interorbital  space,  which  is  rather  convex ; eye  immedi- 
ately below  upper  profile,  its  center  being  a little  behind  middle  of  length 
of  head.  Scales  on  cheek  small,  in  6 oblique  series.  Po.sterior  limb  of 
preopercnlum  longer  than  the  inferior  and  descending  obliquely  forward ; 
scales  on  opercles  as  large  as  those  on  neck;  those  near  base  of  dorsal  and 
on  abdomen  very  small.  Scales  ctenoid;  dorsal  fin  commencing  above 
root  of  ventral,  and  not  scaly ; spines  of  moderate  length  and  strength, 
length  of  the  fifteenth  4 that  of  head,  soft  portion  not  extending  to  caudal, 
if  laid  backward;  the  distance  between  dorsal  and  caudal  equals  that  of 
the  extremity  of  snout  from  posterior  margin  of  orbit;  caudal  rounded; 
pectoral  shorter  than  head;  ventral  spine  only  4 as  long  as  fin,  and 
enveloped  in  skin  together  with  the  first  soft  ray ; fin  not  extending  to 
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vent;  outer  branchial  arch  iirovided  with  short  horny  processes;  lower 
jiharyngeal  broader  than  long,  the  lateral  halves  not  firmly  united,  armed 
with  villlform  teeth,  and  with  2 rows  of  stronger  conical  teeth  along 
the  middle.  Reddish-olive,  marbled  with  blackish,  the  latter  color  form- 
ing 7 rather  irregular  transverse  bands,  some  of  which  extend  on  dorsal 
fin  ; belly  silvery,  marbled  with  blackish ; opercles  and  some  scales  on  body 
with  blue  dots.  Length  6 inches.  Guatemala.  (Gunther.)  (^irregularis, 
irregular.) 

T/ieraps  irregnlaris,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fi-shes,  iv,  284,  1862,  Guatemala.  (Coll.  Salvin.) 

Ileros  irregularis,  Gunther,  Fishes  Ceiitr,  Am.,  467,  pi.  78,  fig.  2,  1869. 

6i8.  NEETROPLUS,  Giinther. 

Xeetroplus,  Gunther,  Fish.  Ceut.  Am.,  469,  1869  (nematopus). 

This  genus  dift'ers  from  i/eros  and  Cichlasoma  chiefly  in  having  anteriorly 
a row  of  fiat  incisor-like  teeth,  behind  which  is  a band  of  villiform  teeth. 
Central  America.  {ys6<;,  new;  Etroplus,  a related  genus  found  in  India; 
yrpov,  abdomen;  ottXov,  armature). 

a.  Dorsal  rays  XIX,  10;  anal  rays  VIII,  7.  nematopus,  1950. 

aa.  Dorsal  rays  XVIII,  11;  anal  rays  VII,  7.  nicaraguensis,  1951. 


1950.  MiETllUPLUS  NEMATOPUS,  Gunther. 

Head  3|;  depth  2^.  D.  XIX,  10;  A.  VIII,  7;  scales  5^-34-12.  Head  as 
high  as  long,  with  an  adipose  prominence  over  eye,  which  renders  profile  of 
forehead  somewhat  abrupt ; snout  rather  compressed  and  prominent,  length 
of  snout  I that  of  head,  and  more  than  width  of  orbit,  which  is  nearly  ^ 
length  of  head;  cleft  of  mouth  small,  extending  backward  somewhat 
behind  vertical  from  nostril;  jaws  equal  in  front;  teeth  in  a band,  those 
of  outer  series  genuine  incisors,  which  appear  to  be  replaced  by  smaller 
ones,  standing  behind  in  a band;  incisors ; preorbital  wider  than  eye, 
equal  in  width  to  interorbital  space,  which  is  convex;  eye  at  some  distance 
from  upper  profile,  nearer  to  end  of  opercle  than  to  that  of  snout;  scales 
oil  cheek  small,  in  about  5 oblique  series;  posterior  limb  of  preoperculuin 
about  twice  as  long  as  the  inferior,  and  descending  obliquely  forward ; 
scales  on  opercles  as  large  as  those  on  neck ; those  near  base  of  dorsal  and 
on  abdomen  very  small ; dorsal  fin  commencing  above  vertical  from  hinder 
margin  of  oiierculum;  dorsal  and  anal  scaly  at  base;  spines  rather  strong 
the  sixteenth  dorsal  sjiine  nearly  ^ length  of  head;  soft  portions  of  both 
fins  produced,  reaching  beyond  middle  of  caudal;  caudal  truncated;  pec- 
toral shorter  than  head;  outer  ray  of  ventral  produced  into  a filament  as 
long  as  the  fin;  fold  of  lower  jaw  interrupted  in  middle;  5 series  of  scales 
on  cheek.  Brownish  olive,  with  irregular  darker  clouds.  Length  44 
inches.  Lake  Managua,  Nicaragua.  (Gunther.)  {vrjpa,  thread;  Ttov<i, 
foot. ) 

Xeetroplus  nematopus,  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  470,  pi.  74,  fig.  4, 1869,  Lake  Managua, 

Nicaragua.  (Coll.  Capt.  Dow.) 
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1951.  NEETROPLUS  MCARAGUENSIS,  Gill  & Biansford. 

Head  short;  depth  2 D.  XAHII,  11;  A.  AHI,  7.  Snout  convex  forward 
and  subtruucated  in  front;  length  (or  depth)  of  snout  equaling  nearly  ^ 
that  of  head;  interohital  area  convex;  preoperculum  moderately  oblique; 
supramaxillaries  terminating  at  a vertical  about  a pupil's  length  in 
advance  of  orbits;  lips  moderately  developed,  the  lower  interrupted  by 
a broad  isthmus  in  front;  caudal  peduncle  slender,  its  length  equaling  its 
height;  dorsal  spines  increasing  in  a bold  curve  from  tirst  to  fifth,  the  rest 
subequal;  the  soft  rays,  when  bent  back,  reaching  nearly  to  terminal  half 
of  caudal;  anal  fin  commencing  about  under  fourteenth  dorsal  spine,  the 
first  3 spines  rapidly  increasing,  the  succeeding  more  slowly,  the  longest 
rays  reaching  to  second  third  of  caudal  fin ; caudal  fin  forming  about  i of 
extreme  length,  its  posterior  margin  truncated;  pectoral  fin  extending  to 
about  a vertical  with  the  anus;  ventral  fin  to  about  the  third  or  fourth 
anal  spine,  the  filament  of  the  external  ray  moderately  produced.  Color 
olive  brown,  almost  uniform;  fins  also  uniform,  save  that  perhaps  the 
soft  portion  of  dorsal  and  anal  are  darker  at  base.  Lake  Nicaragua.  (Gill 
Bransford.) 

Neetroplus  nicarayuemds,  Gill  ct  Braxsford,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1877,  186,  Lake 
Nicaragua. 


619.  SATANOPERCA,  Gunther. 

(Pappaterras.) 

Geophagus,  Heckel,  Brasil.  Fluss-Fisclie.  Ann.  Wien.  Mas.  1840,  383  (surinainensis) . 

Body  compressed,  oblong,  covered  with  moderate,  ctenoid  scales;  eye 
behind  middle  of  head;  mouth  moderate,  the  teeth  very  small,  conical,  in 
narrow  bands;  fold  of  lower  liji  interrupted  mesially;  preorbital  deep; 
dorsal  spines  13  to  15;  anal  spines  3;  base  of  soft  dorsal  naked;  cheek 
with  small  scales;  outer  gill  arch  provided  with  a compressed  lamelliform 
lobe  above,  its  concave  side  jirovided  with  short  horny  iirocesses,  the  edge 
of  the  lobe  with  more  or  less  distinct  papillae.  Fresh  waters  of  Brazil  and 
I’eru;  1 species  entering  our  limits.  This  genus  is  very  close  to  Geoplia- 
gus,  with  which  Steindachner  and  Elgenmann  have  reunited  it.  The  soft 
dorsal  is  scaly  at  base  in  Geopliagus.  {6aTava<i,  a demon;  itipni],  j)erch; 
the  type  species  Avas  called  a devil,  Geophagus  dccmon,  for  no  obvious 
reason.) 


1952.  SATAAOPEKCA  PKASSILABRIS  (Steiudacliuei). 

Head  21;  depth  2f;  eye  5 in  head;  snout  If;  maxillary  3;  mandible  3. 
1).  XVI,  9;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  5-35-9.  Body  short  and  stout;  snout  long, 
the  dorsal  outline  abruptly  and  strongly  arched  aboA^e  the  eyes,  forming 
a prominent  hump ; A’entral  outline  gently  curved ; caudal  peduncle  long 
and  slender ; mouth  moderate,  little  oblique,  maxillary  not  reaching  more 
than  f distance  to  A^ertical  of  orbit;  premaxillaries  protractile;  upper  lip 
AA'ith  abroad  flap  in  front,  and  strongly  resembling  that  of  Heros  lohochi- 
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Ins,  but  not  extended  in  a long  flap ; lower  lip  parted  in  the  middle  and 
depending  on  each  side  as  a flap;  jaws  each  with  a band  of  small  teeth, 
the  band  increasing  rapidly  in  width  toward  the  front,  the  outer  teeth 
somewhat  enlarged,  their  tips  golden  brown  ; the  small  dot-shaped  nostril 
nearer  eye  than  snout;  preorbital  about  twice  diameter  of  eye,  twice  as 
long  as  wide,  and  without  scales ; oi)ercle  and  iireopercle  entirely  scaled, 
the  iuteropercle  scaleless.  Dorsal  spines  moderate,  the  length  of  the  first 
about  2 in  eye,  that  of  the  eighth  about  f eye;  soft  dorsal  falcate,  the 
first  rays  produced,  reaching  middle  of  caudal,  1^  in  head;  anal  rays 
strong,  graduated,  the  third  e<pial  to  length  of  longest  dorsal  spine;  soft 
portion  of  anal  falcate,  resembling  the  corresponding  part  of  the  dorsal, 
the  rays  of  about  the  same  length ; pectoral  reaching  origin  of  anal,  1 J in 
head;  ventral  falcate,  the  first  ray  produced  and  nearly  as  long  as  pec- 
toral, the  spine  equal  to  third  anal  spine.  Anterior  portion  of  lateral  line 
with  20  pores,  the  posterior  part  with  about  12,  the  line  broken  under  the 
last  dorsal  rays.  Color  in  alcohol,  brownish  above,  lower  parts  yellowish, 
the  scales  bordered  with  dark  brown ; traces  of  4 or  5 darker  cross  bars ; 
cheek  blue.  Panama  (Steindachner) ; not  seen  by  us.  (crassns,  thick; 
lahrum,  lip.) 

Geophagus  (Satanoperca)  erassilabris,  Steinuacunek,  Ichth.  Beitr.,  v,  17,  pi.  7,  1876,  Isth- 
mus of  Panama,  near  Candelaria. 

Family  C LIX.  POM ACENTKI I DE. 

(The  Demoiselles.) 

Body  short,  deep,  compressed,  covered  with  ctenoid  scales  of  varying 
size;  lateral  line  wanting  posteriorly;  mouth  small,  usually  with  rather 
strong  teeth,  either  conic  or  incisor-like;  vomer  and  palatines  toothless; 
nostril  single  on  each  side,  nearly  round;  preopercle  Avith  its  posterior 
edge  largely  free,  serrate  or  entire ; preorbital  sheathing  the  small  maxil- 
lary; dorsal  fin  single,  Avith  numerous  strong  spines,  the  spinous  ])ortion 
longer  than  the  soft,  AA'hich  is  similar  to  the  soft  anal,  both  fins  scab  at 
base;  anal  spines  2;  A’^entral  fins  thoracic,  I,  5,  the  anterior  rays  longest, 
usually  filamentous;  a scaly  appendage  at  base  of  Aditral.  Lower  i)har- 
yugeals  fully  united;  branchiostegals  5 to  7 ; gills  34,  the  slit  behind  the 
last  gill  A^ery  small  or  obsolete;  gill  rakers  rather  long  and  slender;  no 
labyrinthiform  appendage;  air  bladder  and  pseudobrauchije  present; 
pyloric  emea  2 or  3;  gill  membranes  free  from  the  isthmus.  Vertebrm 
12-|-14  = 26.  Fishes  of  the  tropical  seas,  similar  in  mode  of  life  to  the 
Ch(vtodontid(c,  feeding  on  small  marine  animals  and  plants  in  the  coral 
reefs.  Genera  15 ; species  about  180,  most  of  them  too  small  to  be  used 
as  food.  They  are  A^ery  active  in  life  and  the  coloration  is  usually  bril- 
liant, sometimes  changing  much  Avith  age.  The  family  shows  strong  affini- 
ties with  the  Lahridm  in  its  gill  structures  and  pharyngeals.  In  other 
respects  jt  approaches  the  Kifjdiosidw,  while  the  unique  character  of  the 
simple  nostril  is  shared  with  the  Cichlidcv  only,  from  ancestors  of  which 
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group  the  Foynacentrido’ are  probably  descended.  (Poynaecniridce,  Giinther, 
Cat.,  IV,  2-64.) 

I.  Scales  large,  25  to  40  in  lengthwise  series. 

PoiIACEKTEIN.1; : 

a Teeth  fixed,  conical  or  incisor-like,  covering  nearlj  the  whole  free  edge  of  each 
jaw;  camivorons  species. 

h.  Teeth  conical,  in  2 to  4 series,  the  outer  enlarged  and  hlnntish;  preopercle 
entire ; scales  large. 

c.  Body  slender,  the  depth  about  ^ length;  lateral  line  subcomplete;  tail 
deeply  forked.  Azukixa,  620. 

cc.  Body  oblong,  the  depth  # to  § length ; lateral  line  wanting  on  tail. 

Chromis,  621. 

bb.  Teeth  more  or  less  flattened  or  incisor-like,  in  1 or  2 series. 

d.  Preopercle,  and  usually  jireorbital  also,  sharply  serrate. 

e.  Teeth  entire,  strictly  uniserial  in  each  jaw;  preorbital  not  very 
deep,  its  edge  not  notched;  snout  scaly;  lower  jaw  naked. 

Eupomacextecs,  622. 

dd.  Preopercle  and  preorbital  strictly  entire;  snout  naked. 

/.  Suborbitals  entirely  adnate  to  the  cheeks.  Xexilarius,  623. 

jf.  Suborbitals  not  adnate  to  the  cheeks. 

g.  Teeth  emarginate  or  Y-shaped;  preorbital  moderate. 

Abcdefduf,  624 

gg.  Teeth  entire  ; preorbital  very  deep.  Hypsypops,  625. 

M1CROSPATHODOKTIX.1; : 

aa.  Teeth  movable,  incisor-like,  in  1 row  on  front  of  each  jaw;  the  lower  jaw 
weak,  with  teeth  along  its  front  only;  preopercle  and  preorbital  entire; 
snout  scaled  almost  to  lips ; preorbital  notched  behind  nostril;  lower  limb 
of  preopercle  scaled ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  elevated ; caudal  deeply  forked ; 
soft  anal  rather  long,  of  14  or  15  rays ; herbivorous  si>ecies. 

Miceospathodox,  626. 

620.  AZURINA,  Jordau  & McGregor,  new  genus. 

Izurina,  Jordan  & McGregor  MS.,  Fishes  of  the  Eevillagigedo  Island.s,  1898  (hirundo). 

This  genus  is  closely  allied  to  Chromis,  from  which  it  differs  in  the  long 
and  slender  body,  the  low  vertical  fins,  the  A ery  deeply  forked  tail,  the 
pointed  snout,  and  especially  in  the  continuous  lateral  line  Avhich  extends 
much  beyond  the  dorsal  fin  and  is  wanting  on  but  2 or  3 scales,  {azureiis, 
blue.) 

1953.  .tZl  RI.VA  HIRUXDO,  Jordan  & McGregor,  new  species. 

Head  4 in  length;  depth  34.  D.  XII,  11;  A.  II,  11;  scales  34;  maxillary 
3 in  head;  eye  4^;  pectoral  1:  ventral  14;  longest  dorsal  spine  3|,  longest 
soft  ray  4;  second  anal  spine  34,  longest  soft  ray  3;  caudal  lobes  1|;  middle 
caudal  rays  4.  Body  elongate  elliptical,  slender  and  symmetrical ; mod- 
erately compressed ; snout  acute ; profile  slightly  depressed  aboA^e.  Eye 
moderate,  larger  than  in  related  species ; maxillary  reaching  to  below  front 
of  eye.  Teeth  conical,  rather  few  and  small,  in  narrow  bands  or  almost  a 
single  series  Preorbital  very  narrow,  about  4 eye ; suborbital  hidden  by 
scales.  Preopercle  narrow,  largely  free,  its  edge  slightly  crenulate ; gill 
rakers  36,  long  and  slender;  head  covered  with  small  scales  except  throat 
and  tip  of  snout;  those  on  bodj'  large  and  ctenoid;  lateral  line- strongly 
curved,  continuous,  extending  downward  along  the  tail,  wanting  on  2 o4 
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3 scales  only.  Caudal  deeply  forked.  Color  deep  steel  blue  above,  slightly 
paler  below  with  a tinge  of  orange  at  throat.  Pectoral  light  yellow,  dusky 
at  base;  other  fins  black,  each  with  a narrow  whitish  edge.  West  coast  of 
Mexico.  Three  specimens  from  Guadalupe  Island,  each  6^  inches  long.  A 
beautiful  fish  with  a symmetrical  outline,  unusual  in  this  family.  (Jiiriindo, 
a swallow.) 

Aznrina  hirundo,  Jordan  & McGregor,  new  species,  Guadalupe  Island.  (Coll.  Eicliard 
Ciitteiiden  McGregor.) 


621.  CHROMIS,*  Cuvier. 

(ClIAUFFE-SOLEILS. ) 

Chromis,  Cuvier,  Dlemoirs  du  Mus.  d’Hist.  Nat.  1815  (chromis). 
lleliases,  Cuvier  ifc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  495, 1830  (ingolatus). 

Furcaria,  Poey,  Memorias  Cuba,  ii,  194, 1860  {puncta  = niultilineatus) . 

Ayresia,  Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1863,  73  (puncti2>innis) . 

Heliastes,  Gunther,  corrected  spelling. 

Body  oblong  or  ovate,  the  depth  f to  f the  length  of  the  body  without 
caudal.  Preopercle  entire,  or  nearly  so;  lateral  line  wanting  on  tail. 
Mouth  small;  teeth  small,  conical,  in  2 or  more  series,  the  outer  series 
enlarged  and  blunt.  Scales  rather  large,  24  to  30  in  a longitudinal  se.ries; 
suborbital  and  lower  jaw  scaly.  Dorsal  fin  with  12  to  14  spines;  caudal 
more  or  less  forked,  the  lobes  rounded  or  acute.  Branchiostegals  nor- 
mally 5.  Pyloric  cieca  2.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slender.  Tropical  seas ; 
species  numerous,  varying  considerably  in  form,  perhajis  divisible  into  4 
genera:  Chromis,  Helinses,  Ayresia,  and  Furcaria.  {xPoj^u<i,  the  ancient 
name  of  some  fish,  probably  a Sciienoid,  from  to  neigh,  from  tlui 

noise  made  by  the  fish;  akin  to  the  names  Grunter,  Croaker,  Drum,  Hogfisli, 
Burro,  Rouco,  Roncador.) 

I.  Body  oblong,  elliptical,  graceful  in  form,  the  caudal  peduncle  long,  the  low,  pointed, 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  not  reaching  caudal ; interorbital  space  narrow  and  high;  caudal 
deeply  forked,  its  lobes  acute. 

Furcaria  {/urea,  fork) : 

a.  Doi’sal  spines  12 ; snout  I’atber  acute. 

b.  Caudal  tin  with  a broad  black  border  on  each  lobe;  dorsal  blackish,  the  last 
rays  pale.  atrilobatus,  1954. 

bb.  Caudal  tiu  without  black  border,  pale  or  edged  with  orange. 

c.  Color  bright  blue,  with  a violet  sjiot  on  each  scale;  caudal  translucent 
behind.  CYANEus,  1955. 

cc.  Color  violet  brown ; a black  spot  at  base  of  pectoral ; a large  orange 
spot  behind  last  ray  of  dorsal;  dark  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales ; 
dorsal  and  caudal  edged  with  orange.  multilineatus,  1956. 

Ayresia  :t 

aa.  Dorsal  spines  13;  snout  obtuse. 

d.  Color  dusky  olive,  the  vertical  fins  and  posterior  part  of  the  body  covered 
with  round  dark  spots.  punctipinnis,  1957. 


* The  name  Chromis,  originally  used  for  the  European  species  of  this  genus,  Chromis 
chromis  1j=  Chromis  castaneus  of  authors,  has  been  improperly  transferred  by  several 
writers  to  an  African  genus  of  Cichlidoe,  for  which  the  proper  name  is  Tilapia. 

t Named  for  Dr.  William  O.  Ayres  (1817-1891),  formerly  of  Brookhaven,  Long  Island; 
for  many  years  the  ichthyologist  of  the  California  Academy  of  Sciences ; an  earnest  student 
of  fislies. 
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II.  Body  oblong  or  ovate,  rather  deep,  the  caudal  peduncle  short,  the  last  rays  of  dorsal 
and  anal  reaching  past  base  of  caudal;  caudal  fin  moderately  forked,  its  lobes 
mostly  rounded;  dorsal  spines  13  or  14. 

Heliases  to  grow  warm  in  the  sun) : 

e.  Dorsal  spines  13 ; * interorbital  space t broad  and  flattish;  eye  large;  body  deep. 

/.  Caudal  and  other  fins  plain  dusky.  - insolatus,  1958. 

ff.  Caudal,  posterior  half  of  dorsal  and  anal,  and  whole  of  pectorals,  deep  yellow ; 
a blue  line  on  each  side  of  head.  en'CHBYSCBUS  1959. 

Subgenus  FURCARIA,  Poey. 

1954.  CHROMIS  ATRILOBAirS,  Gill. 

Head  about  44  in  total  length;  depth  about  D.  X1I^12;  A.  II,  12; 
scales  4-32  or  33-10,  21  pores.  Head  longer  than  high,  the  forehead  and 
snout  above  nearly  rectilinear ; interorbital  area  transversely  arched,  its 
width  equaling  diameter  of  eye ; preopercle  oblique,  its  lower  half  scarcely 
emarginate,  its  angle  rounded;  mouth  small  and  very  oblique;  teeth 
conic,  curved,  continuous  to  the  angles  of  the  mouth,  larger  in  front, 
a transverse  row  of  smaller  ones  behind.  Origin  of  dorsal  tin  above  base 
of  ventrals,  spinous  portion  rather  elevated,  its  last  siiines  shorter  than 
the  preceeding;  second  anal  spine  as  long  as  the  succeeding  rays,  which 
are  nearly  uniform  or  even  slightly  increased  toward  the  la.-^t;  the  caudal 
tin  forms  more  than  a quarter  (.27)  of  the  extreme  length,  its  lobes, 
especially  the  upper,  prolonged  and  pointed;  pectorals  long  and  bluntly 
angulated;  lirst  ventral  ray  filiform  and  equal  to  the  pectorals,  its  base 
behind  that  of  the  pectorals.  Color  olivaceous  (the  type  deep  green  from 
the  stain  of  a copper  tank),  the  dorsal  blackish  except  last  4 or  5 rays, 
which  are  colorless;  a very  distinct  spot  of  sulphur  yellow  just  behind 
dorsal  fin  extending  obliquely  downward  and  forward;  margins  of  caudal 
above  and  below,  black.  Length  about  4 inches.  (Gill.)  Cape  San 
Lucas  and  southward ; rare ; 2 or  3 specimens  known,  (afer,  black ; lobatiis, 
lobed.) 

Chromig  (Fitrcaria)  atrilobata,lGiLi.,  Eroc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 149,  Cape  St.  Lucas. 
(Coll.  Xantus.)  * 

Chromig  atrilobata,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  220;  Jord.ax  A:  Gilbert,  Proc. 
U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882,  366. 


* In  the  European  subgenus  Chromig  there  are  14  dorsal  spines ; the  head  is  narrow, 
and  the  interorbital  space  high  and  rounded  as  in  Furcaria  and  Ayresia.  The  caudal 
peduncle,  as  in  Heliases.  is  shortish,  the  dorsal  and  anal  reaching  past  front  of  caudal. 

t Although  the  form  of  suborbital  area  in  Heliases  seems  to  be  quite  unlike  that  in  Fur- 
caria  and  Chromis.  the  difierence  is  mainly  external.  The  supraoccipital  crest  is  not 
extended  on  the  frontals  in  any  of  them.  It  is  merely  a little  lower  in  Heliases,  with  no 
other  peculiarities  in  form  or  extension. 

;Dr.  Giinther  has  wrongly  identified  this  species  with  the  Brazilian  species, 

Chrojus  iiARGiXATUS  (Castelnau). 

The  following  notes  are  taken  on  specimens  of  C.  marginatus  from  Bahia.  Dorsal 
spines  12,  rather  low;  scales  3-30-10.  Body  oblong-elliptical,  with  long  caudal  peduncle; 
head  narrow;  interorbital  space  high,  rounded;  gill  rakers  numerous,  long  and  slender; 
pectoral  a little  longer  than  head,  not  quite  reaching  anal;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  low, 
pointed  behind,  not  reaching  base  of  caudal;  upper  lobe  of  caudal  longest,  the  fins  deeply 
forked.  Color,  bluish  olive,  a black  spot  within  axil  and  on  base  of  pectoral:  dorsal 
black,  except  the  last  rays : each  lobe  of  the  pointed  caudal  black,  the  middle  of  the  fin 
pale ; traces  of  3 lengthwise  stripes  of  yellow  on  the  body.  Close  to  Chromis  cyaneus,  but 
without  blue  spots  on  the  scales. 
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1955.  IHROJIIS  CYAXEUS  (Poey). 

Depth  in  total  length  with  candal;  eye  3 in  head.  D.  XII,  12;  A.  II, 
12.  Profile  of  snout  formed  by  2 equal  curves;  upper  lobe  of  the  caudal 
longer  than  the  lower;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  higher  than  in  multilineatus ; 
color  bright  Prussian  blue  wfith  a darker  violet  spot  on  each  scale ; back 
and  vertical  fins  darker,  ventral  paler;  posterior  part  of  the  caudal  trans- 
lucent. Length  120  mm.  Cuba.  (Poey.)  (cijaneus,  Hvaveo^,  hlue.) 

Furcaria  cyanea,  Poey,  Memorias,  il,  196,  pi.  14,  figs.  5-8, 1860,  Havana. 

Heliastes  cyaneus,  GCnthee,  Cat.,  iv,  64, 1862. 


1956.  CHKOMIS  MULTILIXEATUS  (Giiicbenot). 

Head  ; depth  2j;  eye  34  in  head.  D.  XII,  11 ; A.  II,  12;  scales  1-28-0. 
body  elongate,  both  curvatures  about  equal,  head  slightly  concave  in 
front  of  eye;  eye  low,  a line  from  tip  of  snout  to  tip  of  opercle  jtassing 
through  lower  edge  of  pupil;  maxillary  slipping  under  preorbital,  its  tip 
below  anterior  margin  of  orbit;  a band  of  villiform  teeth  in  each  jaw,  in 
front  of  which  is  a single  row  of  conical-pointed  teeth,  the  most  anterior 
larger,  especially  in  lower  jaw;  no  regular  serrm  on  any  of  the  opercufar 
bones,  but  the  preopercle  slightly  rough  at  angle,  opercle  with  a single 
obtuse  point;  snout  equal  to  eye;  lateral  line  ceasing  on  front  of  end  of 
dorsal,  with  19  scales;  a series  of  disconnected  pores  along  side  of  tail; 
fourth  dorsal  spine  highest,  2'  in  head;  soft  dorsal  i)ointed,  the  tips  reach- 
ing base  of  caudal,  longest  ray  If  in  head;  second  anal  spine  2 in  head, 
e(iual  to  soft  rays;  pectoral  e(|ual  to  head;  ventral  slightly  filamentous, 
reaching  past  vent,  14  in  head;  axillary  scale  and  scale  between  the  fins 
long,  attenuate;  caudal  deeply  forked,  the  lobes  pointed  (the  upper  lobe 
is  broken  off,  so  that  we  cannot  tell  whether  the  lobes  are  e([nal).  Color 
in  alcohol,  back  dusky,  becoming  paler  with  bluish  on  the  sides,  with 
faint  lines  along  side  of  belly,  with  white  below;  dorsal  black,  the  last 
4 or  5 rays  white;  middle  rays  of  candal  Avhitc,  outer  rays  dusky;  anal 
slightly  dusky;  pectoral  colorless,  the  axil  black,  the  black  showing  as 
a small  blotch  at  upper  base;  ventrals  white;  a sulphur-yellow  blotch 
across  tail  behind  dorsal.  West  Indies.  Here  described  from  a single 
specimen  4^  inches  long  (No.  4963  L.  8.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.)  from  Jamaica. 
{rmiltum,  many;  lineatus,  lined.) 

Heliascs  multilineatus,  Guichexot,  Kamon  de  la  Sagra,  Poiss.,  Cuba,  76,  pi.  2,  fig.  2,  1855, 
Havana;  in  part;  confused  with  Kyphosus  incisor Guxther,  Cat.,  iv,  64,1862. 
Furcaria  Foey,  Memorias,  ii,  195,  1860,  Havana. 

Chromis  multilineatus,  Jordan  6c  Putter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 117. 


* Poey’s  description  of  Furcaria puncta  is  in  substance  as  follows: 

Head  4^  in  total  length  with  caudal;  depth  more  than 3;  eye  3^  in  head.  B.  7 ; D.  XII, 
11;  A.  II,  11  or  12;  scales  30-12;  soft  dorsal  hi^h ; second  anal  spine  as  lon^  as  the  soft 
rays ; tip  of  the  ventral  filamentous.  Color  violet  brown ; base  of  the  pectoral  with  a large 
black  spot;  a large  orange  spot  close  behind  the  last  ray  of  the  dorsal;  each  scale  with  a 
brown  base  forming  even  longitudinal  streaks;  a whitish  streak  along  the  lateral  line; 
dorsal  fin  bordered  with  bright  orange;  an  orange  border  to  the  caudal,  rather  faint; 
other  fins  growing  yellowish  at  the  tip.  Gill  rakers  very  long;  vertebrie  11 -j- 15~26. 
Length  5^  inches. 
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Subgenus  AYRESIA,  Cooper. 

19.57.  CHROMIS  POCTIPIYMS  (Cooper). 

(Blacksmith.) 

Head  4;  depth  4^.  D.  XIII,  11;  A.  II.  10;  scales  4-29-10,  18  pores. 
Body  oblong,  somewhat  regularly  elliptical,  the  caudal  peduncle  long. 
Head  blunt,  short,  and  deep,  the  profile  abruptly  descending  to  the  snout. 
Interorbital  space  high  and  rounded.  Lips  thick,  the  lower  without  fre- 
nnm.  Eye  not  very  large.  Teeth  moderate,  conical,  in  about  2 series, 
the  inner  very  small.  Cheeks,  opercles,  and  top  of  head  scaly.  Dorsal 
spines  still'  and  low;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  rather  low,  pointed  behind, 
their  tips  not  reaching  base  of  caudal;  caudal  deeply  forked : the  lobes 
pointed;  pectorals  and  ventrals  long.  Dark  slaty-blackish,  with  violet 
luster  above;  some  of  the  scales  with  a greenish  spot  or  edging;  fins 
bluish-black ; posterior  part  of  body  with  small  round  brown  spots,  which 
form  more  or  less  regular  series ; soft  dorsal  and  caudal  densely  spotted. 
Length  9 inches.  Coast  of  California  from  Point  Concepcion  to  Cerros 
Island;  rather  common  in  the  kelp  about  rocks;  a handsome  little  fish. 
{j)iinctu8,  spot;  pinna,  fin.) 

Ai/regia  punctipinnis.  Cooper.  Proc.  CaL  Ac.  Sci.  1863,73.  San  Diego  Bay,  San  Pedro, 
Santa  Barbara.  (ColL  Dr.  -J.  G.  Cooper.) 

Chromis punetipinnii.  Jordax  a:  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1*81. 52;  Jordax  a Gu- 
BERT,  Synopsis.  611. 1883. 

Subgenus  HELIASES,  Cuvier  & Talenciennes. 

19oS.  CHROMIS  lYSOLATUS  (Cuvier  A:  Talenciennes;. 

(Chaufte-Soleil.) 

Head3i;  depth  2.  D.  XIII,  13  ; A.  II,  12  ; scales  24-2.5-9 ; pyloric  cieca  2. 
Body  short  and  deep,  with  short  caudal  peduncle ; caudal  fin  emargiuate, 
with  the  lobes  rounded;  second  anal  spine  less  thun  2 in  head.  Steel 
brown;  a curved  bine  streak  between  eyes  in  front,  disappearing  with 
age;  many  scales  on  upper  and  anterior  parts  of  body,  each  with  a blue 
spot;  fins  all  plain,  dusky;  young  with  a dark  dot  behind  dorsal  tin. 
Length  about  4 inches.  West  Indies  and  neighboring  shores,  rather  com- 
mon about  coral  reefs;  rarely  north  to  Pensacola,  in  deep  water.  Here 
described  from  a specimen  from  the  Snapper  Banks  ofl;'  Pensacola;  a hand- 
some little  fish,  {insolaiua,  warmed  in  the  sun ; from  the  name  “ Chaufi'e- 
Soleil,”  in  use  in  Martinique.) 

Heluise*  insolatu-s,  Cuvier  Jc  Tale>*cie>wes.  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  494,  pi.  137,  1830,  Mar- 
tinique. (Coll.  Pice.) 

Helia$tes  insolatu«,  Gusther.  Cat.,  rv,  61, 1862. 

Chromif  insolatui,  •JoRDA>'  A:  GILBERT,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882, 285;  Jordan  a Gilbert- 
Synopsia.  612, 1883. 

19.59.  CHBOMIS  E\CHRT'«.rBrS,  Jordan  A Gilbert. 

Head  34;  depth  2.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  II,  12  (D.  XII.  11;  A.  II,  11,  in  one 
specimen) ; scales  3-28-9.  Body  regularly  ovate-oblong,  the  anterior  pro- 
file evenly  convex;  the  caudal  peduncle  very  short.  Head  broad  above. 
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the  iiiterorbital  space  flattish.  Mouth  small,  oblique,  the  jaws  equal,  the 
maxillary  extending  little  past  front  of  eye,  31  in  head.  Snout  short,  4^ 
in  head ; eye  very  large,  24  in  head,  much  larger  than  in  Chrornis  chromis 
or  Chromis  punctipinnis.  Preorbital  entire ; preopercle  with  distinct  obtuse 
serratures  or  crenations.  Teeth  slender,  conical,  in  a moderate  band,  those 
of  the  outer  series  considerably  enlarged,  broad  and  blunt.  Oill  rakers 
long,  not  as  long  as  pupil.  Dorsal  somewhat  emarginate,  the  spines 
unusually  high,  the  longest  spine  14  in  head,  the  longest  soft  raj’  about  the 
same;  caudal  lunate,  not  deeply  forked,  the  lobes  short,  the  upper  lobe 
slightly  longer,  about  as  long  as  head;  anal  about  as  high  as  soft  dorsal, 
its  -second  spine  If  in  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  rather  high,  rounded 
behind,  reaching  past  base  of  caudal ; ventrals  filamentous  at  tip,  longer 
than  head;  jiectorals  about  as  long  as  head;  vertical  fins  largely  covered 
with  small  scales.  Color,  when  fresh,  sooty-gray,  rather  dark,  a narrow 
blue  stripe  from  tip  of  snout  obliquely  upward  and  l)ackward  across  upper 
part  of  eye  to  above  front  of  lateral  line,  where  it  ends  in  blue  dots;  sides 
paler  posteriorly  and  below;  fins  dusky,  the  distal  half  of  anal,  most  of 
soft  dorsal,  and  the  whole  of  caudal  and  pectorals  of  a very  intense  light 
yellow,  deepest  on  the  caudal;  ventrals  dusky-bluish,  slightly  tinged  with 
yellow;  a small  black  spot  in  upper  part  of  axil.  Length  4 inches. 
Snapper  Banks  off  Pensacola  and  Tampa;  known  from  numerous  speci- 
mens taken  from  stomachs  of  Snappers  and  Groupers,  (avxpvdo^,  deej) 
golden;  odpa,  tail.) 

Chromis  enchrysurus,  Jordan  Sc.  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  286,  Pensacola, 
Florida.  (Tj’po,  No.  30871.  Coll.  Jordan.) 

622.  EUPOMACENTRUS,*  Bleeker. 

(Pescados  Azules.) 

? Parapomacentrug,  P.leeker,  Nat.  Verb.  Holl.  Maats.  Weten.,  ii,  1877,  (polynema) 
lower  jaw  scaly;  snout  scaly;  spinous  dorsal  with  membrane  incised  and  lobed. 

? Amblypomacentrus,  Pleeker,  1.  c.,  68  (brevicepg) ; snout  and  lower  jaw  naked. 
Eupomacentrus,  Bleeker,  Nat.  Verb.  Uoll.  Maats.  JVeten.,  ii,  1877,  73  (lividus);  snout 
scaly;  lower  jaw  naked;  membranes  of  spinous  dorsal  not  notched. 
Brachypomacentrus,  Bleeker,  l.c.,  1877,  73  (albifasciatug)  \ as  above;  membrane  of  spi- 
nous dorsal  deeply  notched. 

Body  ovate,  deep  and  compressed,  the  profile  steep,  usually  rounded. 
Head  moderate,  nearly  as  deep  as  long,  the  snout  scaly,  the  lower  jaw 
naked.  Mouth  quite  small,  terminal,  the  jaws  equal;  each  jaw  armed 
with  a single  close-set  series  of  compressed,  immovable  teeth,  which  are 
truncate  at  tip.  Gill  rakers  long;  preopercle  more  or  less  serrate;  preor- 
bital serrate.  Seales  large,  strongly  ctenoid,  the  lateral  line  running 
parallel  with  the  back  to  near  the  end  of  the  dorsal  fin,  at  which  point  it 
ceases.  Dorsal  fin  continuous,  with  12  or  13  low  stout  spines;  membrane 

* Tlie  following  i.s  the  synonymy  of  the  closely  related  Old  World  genus,  Pomacenirtis, 
Lacepede,  which  has,  as  far  as  known,  no  American  species ; 1‘omacentrus,  LACkpkDE, 
Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  i\%  508,  1802  (pavo)  ; Pristotis,  Kuppell,  Neue  AVirbeltbiere  Fiscbe 
(cyanostiffma) ; Pseudopomacentrus,  Bleeker,  Naturh.  Verb.  Holl.  Maatscb.weten.  1877, 
39  {li tto rails)  ■,  teeth  acutely  angulated  at  tip. 
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of  spinous  dorsal,  usually  not  deeply  incised  nor  lobed,  the  soft  part  more 
or  less  elevated,  its  last  rays  gradually  shortened;  lower  limb  of  preopercle 
usually  more  or  less  scaly;  preorbifcal  narrow  without  deep  notch;  anal 
hn  similar  to  soft  dorsal,  with  2 spines,  of  which  the  second  is  much  the 
larger;  soft  rays  12  to  16;  dorsal  spines  with  a sheath  of  large  scales,  the 
membranes  of  both  dorsal  and  anal  covered  high  up  with  small  scales; 
caudal  fin  more  or  less  forked,  the  lobes  rounded;  lower  pharyngeals 
triangular;  branchiostegals  5 or  6.  Species  numerous,  in  the  tropical 
seas.  Species  chiefly  American,  extremely  variable  in  form  and  color,  the 
brilliant  coloration  apparently  dej)endent  on  surroundings.  The  species 
are  little  known  and  the  classification  of  those  found  in  the  West  Indies 
is,  ill  default  of  material,  largely  guesswork. 

Eupomacentnis,  as  understood  by  us,  differs  from  Pomacentrus  chiefly  in 
having  but  1 series  of  teeth  in  each  jaw.  In  Pomacentrus  an  inner  series 
of  a few  teeth  is  present.  Parapomacentrus  and  Amhlifpomacentrus  differ 
from  Eupomacentrus  chiefly  in  the  different  scaling  of  the  head.  This  is  a 
minor  character,  and  perhaps  all  3 should  be  united  under  the  oldest  name, 
Parapomacentrus. 

The  following  analysis  of  species  has  very  little  value.  Perhaps  all  our 
Atlantic  species  (omitting  pZa«i/ro«s)  are  reducible  to  2,fuscus  and  leuco- 
siictiis,  and  these  2,  if  really  distinct,  can  not  always  be  separated  with  cer- 
tainty; leucorus  oml  fiavilatus  are  certainly  distinct  from  fuscus,  and  thus 
far  we  have  found  rectifranum  also  distinguishable.  Our  species,  so  far  as 
known,  all  belong  to  the  section  Eupomacentrus,  which  is  regarded  by 
Bleeker  as  a genus  distinct  from  Parapomacentrus,  being  chiefly  distin- 
guished bj^  the  naked  lower  jaw.  Perhaps  the  2 genera  should  be  united; 
but  not  having  seen  specimens  of  Parapomacentrus,  we  hesitate  to  place 
our  species  in  it,  though  they  evidently  should  not  be  left  in  Pomacentrus. 
(sv,  genuine;  Pomacentrus,  which  is  from  Ttaofxa,  opercle;  niyzftov,  spine.) 

a.  Upper  anterior  profile  of  bead  arched. 

b.  Depth  of  body  moderate,  1|  to  2^  in  length,  without  caudal. 

c.  Lower  posterior  half  of  body  dark,  like  the  anterior  half;  caudal  fin  mostly 
dusky. 

d.  Pectoral  fin  with  a broad  white  edge.  leucorus,  1960. 

dd.  Pectoral  fin  not  edged  with  white. 

e.  Depth  of  body  If  in  length  of  body  (without  caudal) ; sides  with 
faint  cross  streaks.  adustus,  1961. 

ee.  Depth  of  body  2 to  2J  in  length. 

/.  Opercle  without  distinct  dark  spot;  caudal  not  tipped  with 
orange. 

(j.  Anal  without  distinct  blue  spot  in  its  posterior  axil, 
except  in  young. 

h.  Head  with  few,  if  any,  small  accessory  scales. 

i.  Base  of  pectoral  with  one  black  spot. 

FUSCUS,  1962. 

ii.  Base  of  pectoral  with  two  black  spots. 

niENC^us,  1963. 

/(/(.  Head  with  very  many  small  accessory  scales, 
especially  on  forehead  and  front  of  opercle. 

RECTIFR^.NUM,  1964. 
gg.  Anal  with  a bluish  spot  at  base  of  last  ray;  head  and 
fins  7nuch  spotted  with  blue.  ANALIS,  1965. 
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ff.  Opercle  with  a distinct  dark  spot  above;  pectoral  with  a 
dark  spot ; tips  of  all  the  fins  orange,  otophorus,  1966. 
cc.  Lower  posterior  half  of  body  unlike  anterior  part,  being  more  or  less 
abruptly  bright  yellow;  caudal  fin  bright  yellow;  usually  a blue  spot 
at  base  of  last  ray  of  anal. 

j.  Region  below  lateral  line  with  many  blue  spots,  leucostictus,  1967. 
jj.  Region  below  lateral  line  with  few  blue  spots  or  none. 

k.  Sides  of  hack  witli  two  round  dusky  spots  on  each  .side. 

FLAVI  VENTER,  1968. 

kk.  Sides  of  back  without  round  dusky  spots  as  above;  dorsal,  in 
young,  with  a conspicuous  ocellus ; colors  very  brilliant. 

FLAVILATUS,  1969. 

Vo.  Depth  of  body  about  2|  in  lengtli;  posterior  half  of  body  yellowish ; fins  with 
more  or  less  yellowi.sh.  partitus,  1970. 

aa.  Upper  anterior  profile  of  head  straight,  not  arched;  body  and  fins  mostly  dn.sky, 
with  pale  spots.  planifrons,  1971. 


Subgenus  EUPOM ACENTRUS. 

1960.  El  POIIAIEXTRUS  LEUt'ORUS  (Gilbert). 

Head  3^;  depth  2.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  II,  13;  lateral  liue  with  20  pores,  7 to 
9 crossrows  of  scales  behind  its  end.  Posterior  margin  of  preopercle  and 
lower  edge  of  suborbital  ring  serrulate;  second  anal  spine  very  strong, 
measured  from  base  of  sheath  much  higher  than  any  of  the  dorsal  spines, 
and  as  high  as  highest  soft  anal  ray,  its  length  contained  times  in  head; 
margin  of  anal  rather  bluntly  rounded;  the  soft  dorsal  pointed,  but  not 
much  produced,  the  longest  ray  in  head;  caudal  lunate,  the  lobes  very 
bluntly  rounded,  the  upper  longer  than  the  lower;  veutrals  with  the  outer 
ray  produced,  reaching  past  vent;  pectorals  broad,  rounded,  ly  in  head. 
Interorbital  region  transversely  convex;  anterior  profile  arched,  a slight 
depression  usually  to  be  recognized  on  nape  and  on  snout.  Head  and 
sides  brown,  darker  on  the  up])er  half  of  body  ; no  blue  spots  or  lines,  and 
no  yellow;  caudal  peduncle  brown  like  rest  of  body;  all  the  fins  jet- 
black,  the  pectorals  abruptly  margined  behind  with  pure  white.  Numer- 
ous specimens,  4t}  to  .5^  inches  long,  were  taken  at  Socorro  Island,  one  of 
the  Revillagigedo  group,  off  the  coast  of  Mexico  by  Gilbert  and  later 
by  McGregor;  a well-marked  species,  well  separated  from  the  others. 
(AfUKo?,  white;  opo5,  margin.) 

Poviacentrus  feitcorjis,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miis.  1891,  554,  Socorro  Island.  (Coll. 

Albatross.) 

1961.  EUPOM  ACENTRUS  ADUSTUS  (Troscbel). 

Depth  2^  in  total  length  with  caudal ; eye  3A  in  head,  equal  to  snout.  D. 
XII,  14  ; A.  II,  13;  preorliital  and  suborbital  finely  toothed ; caudal  forked, 
the  lower  lobe  shorter.  Brown,  tinged  with  violet,  crossed  by  darker  ver- 
tical lines  formed  liy  edges  of  the  scales;  a black  point  in  the  axil  at  the 
upper  base^of  the  pectoral;  no  dark  scapular  spot,  no  white  spot  at  base 
of  last  anal  ray;  head  and  base  of  anal  with  some  sky-blue  points; 'young 
with  ocellus  on  base  of  the  soft  dorsal;  some  specimens  with  caudal 
yellowish  brown,  as  also  pectoral,  ventral,  and  tip  of  the  anal;  interme 
diate  between  E.  otopJtorus  and  E.  xanthiirus.  Length  3^^  inches.  Cuba 
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(Poey;  description  of  P.  ohscuratiis) a doubtful  species,  perhaps  differing 
from  P. in  the  more  elongate  body,  (adustus, 'scorched.) 

Pomacentrus  adustus,  Teoschel,*  iu  J.  W.  von  Muller's  Eeisen  in  Mexico,  etc.,  633,  1865, 
Mexico. 

Potnacentrus  ohscuratus,  Poey,  Eunmeratio,  101.  1875,  Havana. 

1962.  El'POMAt’EXTRUS  Fl'SCl  S (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Maria  :Molle.) 

HeadS^;  depth  2 to  21  Tvithout  caudal;  eye  3 in  head;  snout  3.  D.  XII, 
13  to  15;  A.  II,  13;  scales  3-28  to  30-9.  Body  compressed,  dorsal  and  ven- 
tral outlines  similar,  jirofile  convex,  more  so  between  the  eyes ; maxillary 
scarcely  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  orbit;  posterior  margin  of  preop- 
ercle  and  inferior  margin  of  suborbital  ring  serrulated.  Gill  rakers  small 
and  weak,  about  8 on  lower  ^lart  of  anterior  arch  ; tips  of  pectorals  scarcely 
reaching  the  vent;  ventrals  reaching  to  or  slightly  past  vent;  head  with 
very  few,  if  any,  small  accessory  scales.  Older  examples  (4i  inches)  have 
shorter  ventrals,  more  prominent  serrations  on  preopercle,  a deeper  body 
and  lighter  and  more  uniform  color  than  smaller  specimens  (3  inches  in 
length).  Color  dark  brown  to  nearly  black,  edges  of  scales  darker,  form- 
iug  narrow  vertical  crossbars  more  distinct  in  smaller  specimens  (3  inches 
in  length) ; fins  all  dark  brown  to  black,  a black  axillary  spot,  a few  obscure 
white  dots  on  head  and  about  base  of  anal;  no  white  spot  on  last  anal 
rays.  Very  young  with  an  ocellus  on  dorsal  fin,  and  a dark  spot  on  caudal 
peduncle  behind  soft  dorsal.  In  none  of  our  specimens  is  the  caudal  yel- 
low. West  Indies  and  coast  of  Brazil;  north  to  Key  West,  about  coral 
reefs;  common  and  variable;  the  specimens  above  described  from  Bahia. 
A specimen  from  Key  West  has  more  blue  spots.  It  seems  to  correspond 
to  Fomacentrus  airocyaneus,  which  species  we  can  not  separate  from  Eupo- 
macentnis  fuseus.  (fnscus,  dusky.) 

Pomacentrus  /usctis,  Cuvier  & Valea'Ciexxes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  v,  432,  1830,  Brazil  (Coll. 

Delalande) ; Guxthee,  Cat.,  iv,  31 , 1862 ; Joed  ax,  Proc.  V.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1890,  323. 
Pomacentrus  variabilis,  Castelxau,  Anini.  Xouv.  on  Pares,  Poiss.,  9,  pi.  3,  fig.  3, 1855,  Bahia 
(Coll.  Castalnau) ; figure  showing  caudal  hrowuish-yellow. 

Pomacentrus  atrocyaneus, T POC.Y  Memorias,  n,  190, 1860,  Havana.  (Coll.  Poey.) 

1963.  EUPOMACEXT/RUS  DIEXCEl'S,  Jordan  & Putter. 

Head3t;  depth  2;  eye  3f  in  head;  D.  XII,  15;  A.  II,  13;  scales  4-28-9. 
Body  elliptical,  the  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  about  equally  curved; 
.snout  short,  not  projecting;  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  anterior 


* The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  original  description  of  this  species : Depth  2^  in 
total  with  caudal  (about  IJ  without).  D.  XII,  15;  A.  II,  13;  P.19.  Interorbital  ring  con- 
vex; upper  profile  of  head  arched;  suhorhital  ring,  excepting  the  first  bone,  dentate; 
ventral  produced,  its  filamentous  ray  not  reaching  the  anal;  caudal  eraarginate  with 
rounded  lobes.  Color  brown,  with  vertical  bars  extending  downward  and  somewhat  for- 
ward, corresponding  to  the  edgings  of  the  scales;  fins  all  brown:  the  pectoral  blackish; 
a few  faint  pale  spots  on  the  suborbital  ring,  and  on  the  dorsal  and  anal  fins;  a black 
spot  on  back  of  tail  and  one  in  axil  of  pectoral.  Coast  of  Mexico.  (Troschel.) 

\ Pomacentrus  atrocyaneus,Poej.  Form  rather  more  slender  than  in  Pomacentrus  oto- 
phorus,  its  height  3 in  total  lengtli,  the  head  4i;  eve  3^  in  head;  maxillary  reaching  front 
of  the  eye;  blackish  blue,  with  many  blue  spots  below  the  eye  and  on  the  cheeks,  and 
sometimes  on  the  hack;  upper  lobe  of  the  caudal  a little  yellowish ; a large,  black  point  at 
the  base  of  the  pectoral  above.  Length  100  mm.  (Juba  (Poey).  (atrr,  black;  xvaveo?,  blue). 
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margin  of  orl)it;  eye  placed  above  premaxillarj' ; siiborbital  with  1 row 
of  scales,  finely  serrate  behind  middle  of  eye;  4 rows  of  scales  on 
cheek;  preopercle  finely  serrate  on  upper  limb,  the  serrai  somewhat 
larger  at  angle,  a few  on  lower  limb  near  angle;  oi)ercle  with  2 obtuse 
points;  lateral  line  ceasing  under  third  to  fifth  ray  of  soft  dorsal,  with 
17  to  19  scales;  margins  of  spinous  dorsal  nearly  horizontal  behind  third 
si>ine,  the  last  and  highest  spine  being  If  in  head;  soft  dorsal  somewhat 
higher,  pointed,  the  eighth  and  highest  ray  1^  in  head ; anal  similar  to  soft 
dorsal,  its  highest  ray  If  in  head;  tip  of  soft  dorsal  extending  beyond 
that  of  anal,  almost  to  middle  length  of  caudal;  caudal  forked,  the  lobes 
rounded,  the  upper  a little  longer  than  head,  longer  than  lower,  middle 
rays  of  fin  If  in  longest ; ventrals  slightly  filamentous,  extending  beyond 
origin  of  anal,  slightly  longer  than  the  upper  caudal  lobe;  least  depth  of 
caudal  peduncle  greater  than  its  length,  in  head ; a row  of  scales  on 
the  membrane  of  every  ray  in  the  vertical  tins,  those  on  spinous  dorsal 
larger  and  extending  nearly  to  margin,  those  on  soft  portions  of  vertical 
fins  smaller  (the  rays  being  close  together)  and  extending  about  halfway 
to  margins ; axillary  scale  of  ventral  not  much  developed.  Nearly  nniforiii 
dusky,  the  tips  of  the  scales  lighter,  thus  forming  more  or  less  distinct 
vertical  streaks  of  light  and  dark;  fins  uniformly  black;  a dark  spot  at 
upper  base  of  pectoral  and  another  at  lower ; opercle  <larker  than  surround- 
ing ])arts;  a few  very  faint  light  points  below  eye.  The  spc'cimeus  here 
described  have  been  compared  with  si)ecimens  of  EupomaceniruH  fuscus  of 
similar  size,  from  Albrolhos  Islands,  Brazil,  to  which  species  they  are 
most  closely  related.  Oui-  specimens  have  the  caudal  more  d<‘eply  forked, 
the  dorsal  and  anal  higher,  the  vertical  fins  less  densely  scaled,  the  axil- 
lary scale  shorter,  much  longer  ventrals,  the  caudal  and  pcndorals  not 
lighter  than  other  fins,  and  two  dark  brown  spots  at  base  of  pectoral  and 
the  axil  entirely  black.  Jamaica;  types,  2 specimens,  4 inches  long.  No. 
4969  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  (Sig,  two;  evKaiog,  branded.) 

Eupomacentrus diencceus,  Jordan  & Kutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897,  IIG,  Jamaica. 

(Coll.  Roberts.) 

1904.  EUPOMACEXTRl’S  RECTIFR.EXU.H  (Gill). 

(Pescado  Azcl.) 

Head  3i^;  depth  2;  D.  XII,  13;  A.  II,  13;  scales  3-28-9;  eye  41;  sneut  2|; 
ilorsal  lobe  If;  upper  caudal  lobe  If;  ventrals  If;  pectorals  1|.  Preor- 
bital and  preopercle  strongly  serrate.  Teeth  firm,  flattened,  not  notched. 
Caudal  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer;  dorsal  and  anal  rounded  in 
the  adult,  angular  in  the  young;  ventrals  filamentous,  reaching  front  of 
anal;  pectoral  reaching  vent.  Gill  rakers  short,  slender,  weak,  numer- 
ous, about  10  on  the  lower  limb;  scales  on  head  with  numerous  small 
accessory  scales  wedged  in  between  the  others,  especially  on  top  of  head 
and  on  opercle. 

“The  color  in  extreme  youth,  as  represented  in  a specimen  8 lines 
long,  is  reddish  brown,  with  blue  lines  obliquely  crossing  each  scale,  and 
forming  as  many  subv(!rtical,  scarcely  interrupted  blue  lines  crossing  the 
body  as  tliere  are  rows  of  scales.  On  the  back  and  lower  part  of  the 
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anterior  soft  dorsal  is  a large  ocellus,  aud  behind  the  tin  is  a smaller  one. 
The  head  above  has  2 very  distinct  blue  lines  continued  from  the  snout 
over  each  eye,  where  they  are  most  distant,  and  again  approximating  and 
continued,  1 on  each  side  of  the  base  of  the  dorsal  fin,  but  under  the 
fin  rather  broken  into  a linear  row  of  spots;  another  line  crosses  the  eye- 
ball above,  and  behind  the  upper  angle  of  the  orbit  is  a line  which  is 
continued  to  the  row  of  scales  above  the  lateral  line;  a bar  crosses  the 
preorbital;  a line  runs  along  the  suborbital  chain;  another  line  extends 
backward  from  the  corner  of  the  mouth,  and  under  the  suborbital  on<‘, 
aud  a blue  line  colors  the  upper  lip.  On  each  of  the  opercular  scales  is  a 
bluish  blotch.  The  dorsal  and  anal  fins  are  spotted  with  bine,  a spot 
existing  on  each  scale,  aud  a blue  bar  crosses  the  base  of  the  last  anal 
rays.  The  caudal  is  brownish,  as  are  also  the  pectorals.  The  ventrals 
dark,  aud  the  spine  outside  bluish,  like  the  front  of  the  anal. 

“ These  colors  are  retained  until  the  fish  has  attained  a length  of  more 
than  2 inches,  the  chief  change  being  effected  by  the  slightly  greater  isola- 
tion of  the  spots  on^the  rows  above  the  lateral  line,  so  as  to  break  their 
continuity  as  lines;  and  especially  in  the  fading  away  of  the  blue  ring 
and  ocellus  of  the  dorsal,  which  has  then  become  very  faint  aud  is  the 
first  to  disappear.  Finally,  in  the  very  aged  individuals,  more  than  3 inches 
long,  the  color  of  the  body  and  scaly  portion  of  the  fins  has  become  almost 
a uniform  brownish  chestnut,  and  very  indistinct  traces  of  the  lines  on  the 
upper  surface  and  sides  of  the  head  are  perceptible.  The  naked  portions 
of  the  dorsal  and  anal,  as  well  as  tlie  ventral  fins,  are  very  dark,  and  the 
pectorals  yellowish.  The  profile  is  also  apparently  steeper  and  more 
convex,  aud  the  body  more  obese, 

“This  species  undergoes  great  change  with  age,  and  on  two  suites  of 
specimens  two  nominal  species  were  formerly  based,  the  author  having- 
been  <leceived  by  the  comparatively  long  retention  of  the  colors  of  the 
young  in  several  individuals,  aud  the  early  assumption  of  the  adult  state 
by  others. 

“ In  studying  the  development  of  this  species,  I have  had  before  me  not 
less  than  32  individuals,  exhibiting  every  gradation  from  the  specimen  8 
lines  long  to  1 nearly  3f  inches  loug.^’  (Gill.) 

Our  specimens  confirm  this  excellent  account.  On  comparison  of  this 
species  with  E.fuscus,  the  only  constant  difference  we  note  is  that  of  the 
increased  number  of  small  accessory  scales  about  the  head,  and  the  some- 
what broader  preorbital  of  Eupomavenirus  rectifrwnnm . Length  6 inches. 
Cape  San  Lucas  to  Panama;  abundant  in  rock  pools;  a beautiful  little 
fish,  {rectus,  straight;  fnennm,  bridle.) 

Pomacentrus  rectifrcenum,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  148,  Cape  San  Lucas 

(Coll.  Xantus) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  26,  1862;  Gill,  Proc  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  215; 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  365,  377. 

Pomacentrus  analigutta,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  27, 1862,  Cape  San  Lucas.  (Coll.  Xantus.) 

1965.  EUPOMACENTRUS  AAALIS  (Poey). 

Head3i;  depth  2 (2f  in  total).  I).  XII,  14;  A.  II,  12;  scales  3-28-10. 
Body  rather  deep,  the  anterior  profile  much  convex;  interorbital  space 
strongly  convex;  eye  longer  than  snout,  34  in  head.  Preorbital  and  pre- 
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opercle  sharply  serrate.  Caudal  well  forked,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer, 
especially  in  males.  Lower  limb  of  preopercle  scaly.  Head  except  snout 
scaly.  Sooty  blue-black  in  life,  not  paler  below ; each  scale  of  back  and 
sides  with  an  inconspicuous  bronze-olive  spot;  a faint  paler  band  around 
caudal  peduncle;  head  with  small  spots  of  sky-blue,  those  before  eye 
oblong ; iris  blue  and  gilt ; spinous  dorsal  with  blue  and  with  bronze  spots ; 
soft  dorsal  with  line  blue  points ; dorsal  with  a submarginal  band  of  paler ; 
this  band  on  spinous  dorsal  formed  of  2 oblique  yellowish  stripes  with 
a bluish  stripe  between  them ; caudal  black,  paler  at  tip,  its  base  with 
blue  spots;  anal  black,  with  blue  points  at  base ; a whitish  spot  at  base  of 
last  ray;  a conspicuous  black  si)Ot  at  base  of  upper  pectoral  rays;  no 
black  blotch  on  back  of  tail.  Length  4 inches.  Here  described  from 
specimens  from  Key  West;  the  species  perhaps  not  distinct  ivovo.  Eupoma- 
centrus  leiicoatictus.  (analis,  from  the  jiale  anal  spot.) 

Pomacentrics  analis*  Poey,  Synop.sis,  327,  1867,  Havana. 

Pomacentrns  ohscuratus,  .Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mn.s.  1884,  133,  in  j^art;  description  of 
males  from  Key  West;  not  of  Poey. 

1966.  EUPO.HACEXTRLS  OTOPHORUS  (Poey). 

Head  3|  (4  in  total) ; depth  about  2 (2j  in  total).  1).  XH,  14;  A.  II,  12; 
scales  3-27-9.  Vertebrate  11 -{-l.o  = 2().  Profile  oval;  the  line  of  the  fore- 
head steep;  snout  short;  maxillary  reaching  halfway  to  the  eye;  suborbital 
and  preopercle  serrated  ; caudal  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer;  pectoral 
rounded.  Color  brown;  all  the  head,  except  the  opercle,  blackish,  as  well 
as  all  the  fins,  of  which  the  points  are  orange;  a black  spot  on  the  trunk 
of  the  pectoral,  another  on  the  opercle  above.  Length  5:1  inches.  Cuba 
(Poey.)  Xot  seen  by  us.  (ou?,  ear;  Oopeoo,  to  bear;  from  the  dark  spot 
on  the  opercle.) 

Pomacentrns  otophorus,  Poey,  Memoi-ias,  ii,  188,  1860,  Havana. 

1967.  EUPOMACEXTRl'S  LEI’COSTK’TrS  (Muller  & Tro.schel). 

(Beau  Gregory;  Cockeye  I’ilot;  Black  Pilot.) 

Head3il;  depth21r.  D.  XII,  13  to  15 ; A.  II,  12 to  14;  scales 3-29-9.  Body 
compressed,  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  similar,  profile  convex,  convexity 
more  prominent  in  interorbital  space ; mouth  moderate,  maxillary^  scarcely 
reaching  vertical  from  front  of  orbit;  diameter  of  eye  3^  in  head,  greater 
than  the  length  of  the  snout;  preopercle  serrate;  suborbital  ring  denticu- 
late in  adults  (34  inches),  smooth  in  the  young.  Color  in  life,  dark  olive- 
brown  anteriorly,  clear  yellow,  with  pearly  reflections  on  sides  and  below; 
the  candal  peduncle  and  fin  rich  golden  yellow;  head  olive  above,  golden 
below,  the  colors  changing  insensibly;  head  with  numerous  spots  of  dark 

* Pomacentrns  analis,  PoEY.  Depth  2§  in  total  length;  eye  2f  in  head,  as  long  as  snout; 
lower  opercular  spine  very  distinct ; preopercle  and  suhorbital  toothed.  Color  dark  brown 
with  blue  iioints  on  the  sides  of  the  head,  some  along  the  trunk  and  many  along  the 
median  vertical  fins;  tip  of  the  dorsal  and  whole  of  the  caudal  brownish  yellow;  anal 
blackish  ; the  other  fins  washed  with  dusky;  a bright  point  at  the  liase  of  the  anal  ray ; 
young  with  a black  ocellus  bordered  witli  sky  blue  along  the  soft  dorsal;  older  individ- 
uals with  2 blue  lines  between  the  eyes.  Havana.  (Poey.) 
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blue,  closer  set  above;  those  before  eye  and  on  snout  obloug,  stripe-like; 
these  spots  appear  black  in  life,  but  in  spirits  they  become  intense  sky- 
blue.  and  ultimately  fade  to  whitish;  each  scale  of  back  above  lateral  line 
anteriorly  with  a vertically  oblon^:  stripe  of  dark  blue;  behind  and  below 
these,  many  scales  have  each  a round  point  of  deep  violet:  one  row  of 
these  on  upper  edge  of  caudal  peduncle  on  each  side,  and  three  partial 
series  below  lateral  line;  dorsal  bluish-black,  each  scale  with  a blue  point; 
last  rays  of  soft  dorsal  yellow;  a black  point  at  base  of  last  ray;  a large 
blackish  blotch  on  middle  of  first  soft  rays  in  the  young;  spinous  dorsal 
with  a marginal  pale  band  made  of  2 narrow  stripes  of  bluish,  and  2 of 
dull  orange;  anal  golden  yellow,  its  edge  dusky,  traces  of  a pale  spot  at 
base  of  last  ray:  pectoral  yellow,  a conspicuous  blue  spot  at  base  above; 
ventrals  yellow,  tinged  with  bluish  ; a blackish  blotch  on  middle  of  base 
of  lower  jaw.  About  rocks  and  reefs  in  clear,  rather  deep  water;  not 
rare.  West  Indies  north  to  the  Snapper  Banks  of  west  Florida;  common; 
a handsome  fish,  apparently  distinct  from  E.  fuse  us,  but  not  always  easily 
distinguished. 

A specimen  in  good  condition  from  Pensacola  is  thus  described  (under 
the  name  Fomacenirus  eaiidaUs):  Head  3i;  depth  2t.  D.  XII,  14;  A.  II, 
13;  scales  4-29-9.  Form  oblong-ovate;  the  anterior  profile  moderately 
convex.  Preorbital  and  preopercle  well  serrated.  Teeth  moderate,  entire. 
Soft  parts  of  dorsal  and  anal  rather  high.  Tapper  parts  dusky;  the  greater 
part  of  each  scale  of  a light  grayish-blue ; lower  parts  bright  yellow,  with 
some  blue  spots  on  the  scales;  top  and  sides  of  head  similarly  marked  with 
bluish  spots  on  the  scales;  a jet-black,  ink-like  spot,  ocellated  with  blue 
on  the  back  of  the  tail ; dorsal  fin  colored  like  the  back  ; the  posterior  soft 
rays  abruptly  yellow  ; caudal  tin  bright  yellow,  lower  fins  chiefly  yellow. 
We  have  also  the  following  notes  on  a specimen  from  Bahia,  also  called 
caudalis  it  is  very  slightly  more  elongate  than  E.  fuscus.  Its  colora- 
tion is  largely  yellow,  the  fins  not  black;  blue  points  on  head,  base  of 
caudal  and  anal ; axil  dark ; a black  blotch  on  dorsal  and  1 on  back  of 
caudal  peduncle  larger  than  in  the  young  of  fuscus  and  less  ocellate.  The 
forehead  is  less  decurved,  and  there  is  a white  dot  at  base  of  last  anal  ray. 
Perhaps  caudalis  (=leucosticfus)  also  is  one  of  the  protean  forms  assumed 
hx  fuscus,  and  it  may  be  that  Fomacentrus  pictus  of  Castelnau,  brown,  with 
the  caudal  mostly  yellow,  is  one  of  the  forms  of  the  same  fish. 

(Xavxo^,  white;  crixroc,  spotted.) 

Pomacentrus  l^ueostictu^.*  ML'l-leb  a:  Troschtx.  in  Schombnrgk's  Exc.  Barbados.  674. 

1S48.  Barbados;  GuxTHER.  Cat.,  iv,  31,  186*2;  Jordax  6c  Gilbert,  Synopsis.  610,  1883; 

Jordan,  Proc.  V.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  18S4.  133;  Jordan  a:  Bot.t.man,  Proc.  F.  S.  Xat.  Mns. 

1888.  552. 


* Pomafentrus  leucoitictus.  Aliill.  et  Tr.  noT.  spec.  D.  12-15;  A.  2-13.  Black  PUot. 
Beau  Gregory. 

‘•This  species  agrees  with  P.fuseus  of  CoTier  et  Valenciennes;  it  distinguishes  itself, 
however,  by  numerons  white  dots,  which  are  especially  abundant  beneath  the  dorsal  and 
above  the  anal  lin.  where  one  is  placed  on  each  scale.  ’ (Miiiler  A Troschel.) 

In  the  younger  individuals  the  white  dots  are  much  more  distinct,  and  this  may  have 
induced  the  fishermen  to  give  them  the  name  of  Beau  Gregory;  the  full-grown  sp^imen 
is  called  Black  Pilot. 
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Fomacentrus  caudalis*  Poey,  Synopsis,  328,  1867,  Havana,  young;  Jordan  & Swain, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  545;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  325. 

Fomacentrifs  xanthur^ts,f  Foey,  Memorias,  ii,  190,  1860,  Havana. 

Fomacentrus  dorsopunicans, \Foey,  Synopsis,  328,  1867,  Havana. 

1968.  EUPOMACEXTRUS  FLAYIYEXTER  (Troscbel). 

Depth 2| in  total  length  with  caudal  (about  21  without).  D.  XII,  16;  A. 
11,13;  P.20.  luterorbital  space  convex,  the  upper  profile  curved;  only 
posterior  part  of  suborhital  ring  dentate ; A entrals  long,  the  filamentous 
tips  reaching  tip  of  first  anal  spine.  Color  above  brown,  passing  into  yel- 
lowish below;  bluish  white  dots  only  on  the  head  above  and  on  dorsal; 
points  of  dorsal,  pectoral,  ventral,  anal,  and  caudal  yellow;  side  below 
lateral  line  with  some  20  straight  dark  streaks,  corresponding  to  the  edges 
of  the  scales  as  inE.fuscns)  no  white  points  below  lateral  line;  a faint 
round  dark  spot  just  below  lateral  line  under  seventh  and  eighth  dorsal 
spines;  a similar  one  under  base  of  first  3 soft  rays  of  dorsal;  a distinct 
black  spot  on  back  of  tail.  Atlantic  coast  of  Mexico.  Length  2A  inches. 
(Troschel.)  Probably  identical  with -E".  fnscus.  (Jiavus,  yellow;  venter, 
belly.) 

Fomacentrus  jlaviventer,  Troschel,  iu  J.  W.  von  Muller’s  Reisen  in  Mexico,  etc.,  633, 
1865,  Atlantic  Ocean. 

1969.  EUP03IACEXTRIS  FLAVIL.tTUS  (Gill). 

(PESCADO  AZUL  DE  DOS  COLORES.) 

Head  3i;  depth  2.  D.  XII,  15;  A.  II,  13;  scales  29;  eye  in  head  31; 
pectoral  in  head  ; ventral  in  head  1 ; longest  dorsal  spine  2 ; second  anal 
spine  2.  Body  deep,  robust;  anterior  profile  more  or  less  convex  and 
broad;  general  appearance  of  E.  rectifrcennm  from  which  this  seems  to 
differ  only  in  color.  No  blue  spots  even  in  specimens  3 to  5 inches  long; 
posterior  part  of  body,  especially  pectoral  and  caudal,  light  yellow ; rest 
of  body  paler  than  in  rectifrtvnum  but  color  variable;  ventrals  black; 
dorsal  and  anal  dusky,  more  or  less  pale  posteriorly;  pectoral  with  a 
very  distinct  black  spot  at  base  of  upper  rays.  E.  rectiframum  has  the 
tail  and  caudal  as  dark  as  other  fins,  which  is  not  the  case  in  Jiavilatus. 
Here  described  from  numerous  specimens  from  Socorro  Island,  2 from 
Clarion  Island,  and  I from  San  Benidicto  Island,  the  largest  about  5 
inches  long.  This  is  probably  the  adult  of  the  species  of  which  the  very 


^Fomacentrus  caudalis,  Poey.  Dark  brown;  caudal  and  po.sterior  half  of  dorsal  and 
anal  brownish  yellow;  sky-blue  spots  on  sides  of  head  and  front  of  body;  ocular  spot  on 
dorsal  surrounded  with  sky-blue ; a similar  ocellus  on  back  ( f caudal  which  distinguishes 
it  ftoiu  analis.  Length  2 inches.  Havana.  (Poey.) 

\ Fomacentrus  xanthurus,  Poey.  Form  of  F.  otophorus,  the  profile  of  the  head  less 
rounded;  maxillary  reaching  in  front  of  the  eye,  which  is  3|  in  head;  serrations  on  the 
head  weaker;  color  brown,  black  above,  yellow  below;  pectorals  and  ventrals  orange,  as 
is  the  caudal  and  the  point  of  the  dorsal;  ventral  filament  carmine;  a black  spot  at  the 
base  of  the  pectoral  above;  the  edges  of  the  scales  darker.  Cuba.  (Poey.)  Length  4 
inches.  (^av66s,  yellow ; ovpd,  tail.) 

X Fomacentrus  dorsopunicans,  Poey.  Bodj-  oblong;  color  black,  shining  blue  iu  life; 
tail  yellow;  an  ocular  spot  on  dorsal  fin.  Length  1|  inches.  Havana.  (Poey.)  {dorsum, 
back;  punicans,  blushing).  The  species,  “owes  its  specific  name  to  the  fact  that  the 
upper  and  anterior  part  of  the  head  and  back  are  reddish,  the  same  as  the  corresponding 
part  of  the  dorsal." 
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young  has  been  named  Jiavilatus.  The  coloration  of  the  young  is  thus 
described  by  Dr.  Gill: 

“This  species,  so  far  as  known,  undergoes  little  change  during  its  prog- 
ress to  adult  age.  The  color  above  the  lateral  line,  and  on  the  scaly  por- 
tion of  the  dorsal  fin  before  the  middle  of  its  soft  part,  is  dark  brown, 
with  blue  on  the  center  of  each  scale,  while  a large  ocellus,  very  dark 
blue,  margined  with  light,  adorns  the  back  and  the  dorsal  fin  between  the 
last  spine  and  the  sixth  ray ; and  a small  ocellus  is  on  the  back  of  the  tail 
behind  the  dorsal  fin.  Below  the  lateral  line  and  behind  the  dorsal  ocellus, 
the  color  is  brownish-yellow,  darker  in  front  along  the  margins  of  the 
scales,  and  with  an  indistinct  bluish  dot  in  the  center  of  each  scale,  except 
on  the  caudal  peduncle,  where  they  are  absent.  The  head  above  has  2 
blue  lines,  1 on  each  side,  continued  from  the  snout  backward  on  the 
nape;  another  line  is  continued  from  the  upper  angle  of  the  orbit  to  the 
row  of  scales  above  the  lateral  line.  A bar  crosses  the  preorbital  and  a 
line  interrupted  passes  along  the  suborbital  chain ; a bar  is  behind  the 
ends  of  the  maxillary.  The  scales  on  the  cheeks  and  opercula  are  dotted 
with  blue.  The  dorsal  fin,  behind  its  produced  rays,  as  well  as  the  anal, 
caudal,  pectoral,  and  ventral  fins  are  yellowish;  the  former  faintly 
marked  with  blue  on  its  scales,  and  margined  in  front  with  dusky;  the 
ventrals  are  likewise  margined  on  their  outer  edges  with  dusky.” 

A specimen  from  a rock  pool  at  Mazatlan  was  colored  as  follows:  An 
irregular  line  from  snout  below  eye  to  soft  dorsal  divides  the  fish  into  2 
parts;  below  this  line  all  is  brilliant  yellow  with  an  orange  shade,  deepest 
on  anal;  above,  all  is  the  brightest  sky-blue;  scales  darker,  but  all  edged 
with  sky-blue,  6 sky-blue  stripes  on  upper  part  of  head;  an  indigo  s^iot 
on  base  of  first  ray  of  soft  dorsal  and  last  dorsal  spines,  extending  on  back, 
this  surrounded  by  a ring  of  sky-blue;  a similar  smaller  ocellated  spot  on 
back  of  caudal  peduncle.  Length  f inch. 

Cape  iSan  Lucas  to  Mazatlan  and  beyond;  very  abundant  in  rock  pools; 
the  most  brilliantly  colored  small  fish  in  Mexican  waters.  Except  for  the 
marked  diflerence  in  color,  the  species  can  scarcely  be  separated  from 
E.  rectifra  num,  an  e(|ually  abundant  inhabitant  of  the  same  waters.  We 
find,  however,  no  intermediate  forms,  the  2 species  seeming  to  be  j)er- 
fectly  se])arated.  It  may  be  noted  that  a third  inhabitant  of  the  same 
rock  pools,  Mkrospathodon  bairdii,  lias  almost  exactly  the  coloration  of 
Eupomaventrus JicLi'katus.  {Jiavus,  yellow;  laiiis,  side.) 

romacentrus  jiavilatus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 148,  Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll. 

Xautiis) ; (Gill)  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  27, 1862;  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  215; 

Jordan  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  365. 

1970.  EUPOMACEXTRUS  PARTITUS  (Poey). 

Height  in  total  length  with  caudal  (about  2f  without).  Color  dark 
brown,  with  posterior  half  of  the  trunk  yellowish,  as  also  the  border  of  the 
tips  of  the  soft  dorsal  and  anal;  caudal  yellowish,  blue  posteriorly;  pec- 
toral orange,  less  so  at  base;  rays  of  the  fins  dusky;  whole  soft  dorsal 
sometimes  yellowish.  Length  3 inches.  Cuba.  (Poey.)  A doubtful  spe- 
cies not  seen  by  us.  {partitus,  divided.) 
romacentrus  partitus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  327,1867,  Havana. 
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1971.  EUPOMACEXTRUS  PLAXIFRONS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Petite  Jaquette.) 

Depth  2^  in  total  length  with  caudal.  D.  XII,  15 ; A.  II,  13 ; scales  3-29-10. 
Profile  from  snout  to  nape  nearly  straight,  interorbital  space  flat;  preor- 
hital  ring  serrate  posteriorly  only ; caudal  peduncle  very  short ; dorsal  and 
anal  lobes  pointed.  Brown  with  a black  spot  at  base  of  pectoral  on  axil 
and  extending  on  fin;  a black  spot  behind  dorsal  on  caudal  peduncle; 
many  pale  spots  on  side  of  anal.  (Giinther;  Cuvier  & Valenciennes.) 
Length  3 inches.  West  Indies;  recorded  from  Jamaica  and  Martinicpie; 
little  esteemed  and  abandoned  to  the  negroes.  Not  seen  by  us.  {planus, 
plane;  frons,  forehead.; 

Pomacentnis  planifrons,  Cuvier  &.  A^alenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  431,  1830,  Mar- 
tinique (Coll.  M.  Plee) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  33,  1862. 

623.  NEXILARIUS,  Gilbert. 

Nexilarius,  Gilbert,  in  Jordan  &.  Evermann,  Check-List,  512,  1896  (concolnr) ; luisprinted 
Nexilaris. 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Abudefduf  and  esiiecially  to  the  section  called 
Euscliistodus,  from  which  it  differs  in  having  the  broad  suborbitals  entirely 
adnate  to  the  cheeks,  as  in  Lepidozugus,  and  covered  by  scales  so  that  the 
outlines  can  not  lie  traced  without  dissection.  One  species  known,  {nex- 
ilis,  bound  down.) 

1972.  XEXILARIUS  CONCOLOR  (Gill). 

Head3i;  depth  If.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  II,  10;  scab's  4-26-10,  21  pores. 
Body  broadly  ovati',  the  anterior  prolih*,  forming  a steep  and  nearly  even 
curve  from  the  snout  to  front  of  dorsal;  interorbital  space  convex,  rather 
broader  than  eye,  Avhich  is  34  in  head;  snout  3 in  head;  preorbiial  broad, 
not  notcheil,  its  least  depth  at  angle  of  mouth  5 in  head,  its  greatest  ver- 
tical depth  5^;  suborbital  broad,  completely  covered  by  scales,  its  ('dge 
not  free  and  to  lie  ascertained  only  by  dissection;  lower  lip  with  a broad 
free  margin  without  median  frennm;  teeth  rather  broad,  deeply  notched; 
preopercle  entire,  with  a shallow  concavity  behind;  dorsal  spines  rather 
low,  the  fifth  highest,  2 in  head  ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  moderately  elevated; 
upper  lobe  of  caudal  longest  and  broadest;  pectorals  as  long  as  head; 
ventrals  a little  longer,  tilanientons  at  tip.  Color  dusky  olive,  nearly 
plain,  Avith  traces  of  6 broad  dusky  cross  shades  corresponding  to  those 
in  Ahudefduf  declivifrons  but  much  fainter;  some  faint  olive  streaks  along 
the  rows  of  scales;  tins  all  largely  dusky ; a black  spot,  broadest  above, 
growing  narrow  below,  on  upper  half  of  basi'  of  pectoral;  breast  some- 
times with  dark  streaks.  Length  8 inches.  Pacific  coast  of  Central 
America,  rather  common.  Here  described  from  specimens  taken  by  Dr. 
Gilbert  at  Panama.  The  species  strongly  resembles  Ahudefduf  declivifrons, 
but  has  the  preorbital  decidedly  broader,  the  dorsal  spines  lower,  the 
black  cross  bands  much  fainter,  the  interorbital  space  more  convex,  the 
anterior  profile  more  evenly  rounded,  the  snout  shorter  and  lower,  besides 
the  generic  character  of  the  adnate  j) reorbital,  {concolor,  uniformly 
colored.) 

Euschistodus  concolor,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  145,  Panama.  (Coll.  Capt. 

J.  M.  Dow.) 
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624.  ABUDEFDUF,*  Forskal. 

(PiNTANOS.) 

Ahudefduf,  ForskIl,  Descr.  Anim.,  etc.,  59, 1775  (sordidus). 

Glyphisodon,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  542, 1803  {moucharra). 

Euschistodus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 145  {declivifrons) . 

Glyphidodon,  corrected  spelling. 

Body  deep,  compressed,  covered  witli  large  ctenoid  scales;  snout  witli. 
ont  scales;  preopercle  and  preorliital  entire,  the  lower  limb  of  preopercle 
scaleless ; 3 to  4 rows  of  scales  between  lateral  line  and  dorsal ; teeth  com- 
pressed, lixed,  more  or  less  distinctly  eniarginate,  in  1 series  in  each 
jaw,  those  below  occupying  most  of  the  free  edge  of  the  jaw;  jaws  snh- 
eqnal.  Dorsal  usually  with  13  spines,  the  last  slightly  shorter  than  the 
median  ones;  hranchiostegals  5 or  6 ; pyloric  cieca  3.  Lower  pharyngeals 
triangular.  Species  numerous ; often  brightly  colored;  about  coral  reefs 
in  the  tropical  seas.  AVe  exclude  from  this  genns  all  the  species  formerly 
referred  to  Ghjpliidodon,  in  which  the  teeth  are  in  more  than  1 series, 
and  also  those  in  which  the  snont  is  scaly,  or  the  lower  pharyngeals  not 
triangular.  For  these  forms  different  generic  names,  HemidJyiihidodon, 
AmhlyglypMdodon,  GlypMdodontops,  etc.,  have  been  defined  by  Bleeker. 
The  genus  Stegastes  Jenyns  {imbricatus)  is  also  very  close  to  Ahiidefduf, 
hut  it  seems  to  have  entire  teeth,  and  the  snont  and  fins  are  densely  scaly. 
The  genus  Nexilarins  is  less  closely  related  to  Ahudefdvf. 

{al)u-defduf,  Arabic  t name  of  the  type  of  the  genus,  Chwtodon  sordidus  X 
Forskal.) 

I.  Preopercle  entire. 

GlYPHISODOK  (yAu(1)is,  incised  ; oSovg,  tooth) : 
a.  Preorhital  very  narrow,  its  least  breadth  less  than  pupil,  even  in  adult;  anterior 
profile  of  head  nearly  straight,  the  snout  rather  acute;  dorsal  spines  13;  anal 
with  about  12  soft  rays. 

6.  Scales  about  4-30-11;  green,  with  about  6 dark-blue  or  blackish  cross  hands; 
depth  1|  to  2 in  length;  anal  rays  II,  12.  saxatilis,  1973. 


* There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason,  except  its  odd  form,  for  rejecting  the  Arabic  name 
given  by  Forskal  to  this  genus.  The  diagnosis  given  by  this  excellent  author  is  very 
I>ertiuent,  and  the  basis  of  the  name  is  the  same  as  that  of  Acanthurus.  Under  the  head 
of  Chcetodon,  Forskal  observes : 

“ Genus  hoc  subdivisionem  admittit:  (a)  Chactodon:  dentibus  filiformibus,  brevibus, 
numerosis,  multorum  ordinum,  densis,  acutis,  interioribus  sensim  minoribus.  P.  Er. 
radiis  6.  Spinrn  P.  A.  3.  (h)  Abu-defduf:  dentibus  maxillaribusuniusferiei,  filiformibus, 
contiguis,  submobilibus,  obtusis;  dentibus  faucium  nullis;  annulo  subtus  circa  oculos. 
P.  Er.  rad.  5.  Spime  P.  A.  2.  (c)  Acanthurus:  dentibus  unius  feriei,  rigidis,  acutis,  con- 
tiguis, vel  fimplicibus  vel  lobatis.  Cauda  in  utroque  latere  aculeo  ano  vel  pluribus; 
exsorto  et  rigido;  vel  mobili  et  recondendo.  Divisium  prorsus  a Clnetodonte  genus; 
aliquande  propriam  constituens  familiam.” 

Abudefdvf  thus  corresponds  in  general  to  the  family  Pomacentridce,  as  Acanthurus  to 
the  Teuihiididce,  and  it  rests  on  the  same  basis  as  the  latter  name.  Probably  Forskal  in- 
tended to  furnish  each  genus  with  a classical  name.  In  the  imblication  of  Forskal’s 
posthumous  notes,  his  editor,  Carsten  Niebuhr,  neglected  to  do  this,  and  apparently  we 
have  no  alternative  but  to  take  Abudefduf  as  its  author  left  it  instead  of  the  later  Glyph- 
isodon. 

tThe  name  “Abu-defduf,”  according  to  Dr.  Cyrus  Adler,  seems  to  mean  “Father  (i.  e., 
possessor)  of  sides.”  It  would  indicate  a fish  or  an  animal  whose  sides  or  flanks  are 
prominent.  To  analyze  it:  “abu  ” means  father,  and  “def,”  side  or  flank.  The  redupli- 
cation, “defduf,”  is  a sort  of  an  intensive  plural. 

X Abudefduf  sordidus  is  a species  with  broad  preorbital  and  anal  fin  with  13  to  15  soft 
rays. 
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EusCHISTODUS  (eu,  well;  o-xiffTO?,  split;  66oi)s,  tootli) : 
aa.  Preorbital  broad,  its  least  breadth  not  less  than  diameter  of  pupil,  greater  than 
pupil  in  the  adult;  anterior  i)rotile  of  head  more  or  less  arched,  the  snout  low 
and  blunt,  projecting  beyond  the  small  mouth;  anal  rays  II,  10;  coloration  dull, 
c.  Dorsal  spines  13 ; scales  27  or  28. 

d.  Color  olivaceous  with  5 to  7 broad  darker  bands;  a black  spot  on  base  of 
pectoral.  dkclivifrons,  1974. 

dd.  Color  in  adult  brownish,  with  green  dots,  not  distinctly  banded;  teetli 
smaller,  on  each  side.  ANALogus,  1975. 

cc.  Dorsal  spines  12;  body  with  5 dark  cross  bands,  fainter  than  in  A.  s a xatilis; 
scales  about  25.  taukus,  1976. 

11.  Ibeopercle  coarsely  serrated ; dorsal  spines  13;  scales  very  large,  25;  body  with  dark 
cross  bands.  RUDIS,  1977. 


Subgenus  GLYPHISODON,  Lacepede. 

1973.  ABIIDEFDUF  SAXATILIS  (Linnaeus). 

(PlNTANO;  COW-PiLOT;  COOKEYE  PILOT;  JAQUETA;  Ma.JARKA  RaIADA  ; DEMOISELLE; 

Sergeant  Major.) 

Head  3\ ; depth  If  to  2.  D.  XIII,  12  or  13;  A.  II,  12  (11  to  13);  eye  3 in 
head;  snout  4;  highest  dorsal  spine  2;  scales  4-28  to  32-12,  21  pores. 
Body  much  compressed,  hack  little  arched,  anterior  profile  nearly  straight, 
interorbital  area  slightly  convex;  snout  not  very  obtuse,  the  very  narrow 
preorbital  not  wide  as  pupil;  mouth  moderate,  the  maxillary  reaching  to 
vertical  from  front  of  orbit;  margin  of  preopercle  and  suborbital  ring 
entire ; cheeks  and  opercles  scaly ; eye  a little  wider  than  length  of  snout ; 
snout  not  very  blunt,  the  prcorbital  low,  2 m eye;  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal 
spines  longest,  slightly  more  than  4 the  length  of  the  head;  from  the 
fifth  to  last  dorsal  spine  there  is  a.  slight  decrease  in  length;  median  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  rays  the  longest,  I4  to  I4  in  the  head ; pectoral  fins  rather 
long,  about  4 longer  than  head,  reaching  to  tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach 
front  of  anal;  pectoral  about  as  long  as  head;  second  anal  spine  in 
head;  caudal  forked,  upper  lobe  the  longer;  teeth  rather  deeply  notched. 
Color  in  life,  bright  pale  yellowish  green;  sides  with  5 or  6 deep  indigo 
bands  which  extend  on  the  dorsal  fin  and  which  are  rather  narrower  than 
the  interspapes,  the  first  from  the  origin  of  the  dorsal  to  the  pectoral  fin, 
the  second  downward  from  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  spines,  the  third  from 
the  ninth  and  tenth  dorsal  spines  toward  the  vent,  the  fourth  from  end  of 
spinous  dorsal  to  middle  of  anal,  the  fifth  below  the  end  of  the  soft  dorsal 
and  continued  on  the  posterior  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal;  a faint  sixth  bar 
at  base  of  caudal;  dark  fins  violet  blue;  each  scale  on  lower  part  of  body 
with  a pale  blue  spot,  these  forming  faint  longitudinal  streaks  on  lower 
part  of  body;  some  golden  on  upper  part  of  the  body;  a black  spot  at 
base  of  pectoral  above.  Length  6 inches.  Tropical  America,  on  both 
coasts;  abundant  in  tide  pools  and  about  coral  reefs  everywhere  from 
Guaynias  to  Peru  and  from  Florida  to  Uruguay.  We  are  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish the  Pacific  form  called  troschelii  from  the  common  saxatilis.  Here 
described  from  specimens  from  Mazatlan,  Havana,  and  Socorro  Island. 
{saxaiilis,  living  among  rocks.) 
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Jaguacaguare,  Marcgraye,  Hist.  Brazil,  1648,  Brazil. 

Chcetodon  cauda  bif iirca,f asciis  5-albis,  Linnaeus,  Mas.  Adoli^b.  Frederici,  i,  64,  “India.'’ 
Ghcetodon  saxatilis,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Hat.,  Ed.  x,  276, 1758;  alter  Mas.  Ad.  Fr. ; Ed.  xii, 
466, 1766. 

Chcetodon  mauritii,  Bloch,  Icbtliol.,  iii,  213,  pi.  109,  1785,  Brazil;  on  a bad  drawing  by 
Prince  Maurice. 

Ghcetodon  marginatus,  Bloch,  Icbtbol.,  iii,  98,  pi.  207, 1787,  Martinique;  on  a drawing  by 
Plumier. 

Glyphisodon  moucharra^'Lsct.vVAm,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  542,  1803,  Brazil,  etc.;  after  va- 
rious aatbors. 

Chcetodon  sargoides,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  453,  1803,  Martinique;  on  a drawing 
by  I’LUMIER. 

Glyphidodon  troschelii,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1862,  150,  Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll. 

John  Xantas) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  36,  1862;  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1863,  220. 
Glyphidodon  saxatilis,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  v,  446, 1830,  GuntheRi 
Cat.,  IV,  35;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1882,  366  and  377 ; Jordan,  Proc. 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1884, 134. 

Subgenus  EUSCHISTODUS,  Gill. 

1974.  ABrDEFDUF  DFCLIVIFKOXS  (Gill). 

Head  3^;  depth  2.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  II,  10;  eye  3 in  head,  equal  to  snout 
in  the  adult;  pectorals  equal  to  head ; longest  dorsal  spine  2 ; second  anal 
spine  2^;  scales  3-28-9.  Body  compressed,  hack  much  elevated,  anterior 
profile  convex,  very  steep,  steepest  from  front  of  eye  to  margin  of  upper 
jaw;  the  rather  broad  preorbital  usually  wider  than  pupil,  especially  in 
the  adult;  snout  bluntish;  mouth  small,  maxillary  not  reaching  vertical 
from  front  of  eye,  preopercle  and  suborbital  with  entire  edges ; preorbital 
unusually  broad,  growing  broader  with  age.  Diameter  of  eye  gi’eater 
than  the  length  of  the  snout  in  the  young  2 inches  long,  equal  to  it  in 
examples  I inches  long;  dorsal  sj^ines  increase  in  length  to  3 and  4 inches, 
then  decrease  to  last  spine;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  median  rays  moder- 
ately produced,  longest  dorsal  ray  If  in  head,  longest  anal  slightly  longer. 
Gill  rakers  not  very  closely  set,  about  16  below  the  angle;  pectorals 
scarcely  reaching  tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach  slightly  past  vent.  Color 
comparatively  dull  and  plain ; greenish  olive,  mottled  with  light  and  dark ; 
head  and  all  of  the  fins  except  pectoral  darker;  6 or  7 rather  broad,  dark 
vertical  bars  on  sides  of  body,  extending  on  dorsal  fin,  usually  6 before 
caudal  peduncle,  these  less  distinct  than  in  J.  saxatilis,  growing  obscure 
with  age;  base  of  each  scale  on  lower  f of  body  with  a pale  spot,  these 
forming  faint,  indistinct  longitudinal  bands;  upper  part  of  base  of  jrecto- 
ral  with  a conspicuous  black  spot,  a good  diagnostic  mark,  varying  in 
size,  largest  in  older  individuals;  no  blue,  yellow,  or  red  in  life.  Length  4 
inches.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America;  abundant  in  rock  pools,  espe- 
cially al)out  Mazatlan,  where  the  specimens  here  described  were  taken. 
(f7ec/iri«,  steep ; /rows,  forehead. ) 

Euschistodus  declivi/rons,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1862,  146,  Cape  San  Lucas 
(Coll.  Xautus) ; Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1863,  220. 

Glyphidodon  declicifrons,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  LL  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  366  and  377. 
Abudefdiif  declicifrons,  Jordan,  Fisbes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  476. 
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1975.  ABUDEFDUF  AXALOGUS  (Gill). 

i 

Head  3;  depth  2.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  II,  10;  P.  18;  scales  4-26-9.  Similar 
in  form  to  Abudefdiif  decUrifrons.  the  teeth  smaller,  21  or  22  on  each  side 
in  the  npper  jaw,  7 of  which  are  in  the  deflected  portion  behind,  25  on 
each  side  in  the  lower  jaw;  produced  x)ortiou  of  anal  flu  rounded  rather 
than  angular.  Color  jjurplish  brown,  dotted  with  green  on  the  center  of 
each  scale,  and  with  the  throat  and  abdomen  covered  with  a lake-colored 
coat.  (Gill.)  Atlantic  coast  of  Central  America;  not  seen  by  ns.  Evi- 
dently closely  related  to  A.  decUvifrons  (whence  the  name  analoyiis,  like.) 

Euchistodus  analogvs.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,219,  Aspinwall.  (Coll.  Rev. 
Mr.  Rowell.) 

1976.  ABUDEFDUF  TAURUS  (Muller  .fc  TroscLel). 

(Dovetail  F^ish.) 

XII,  12;  A.  II,  10.  The  teeth  are  notched.  The  cleft  of  the  month 
does  not  reach  the  eye;  on  the  angle  of  the  mouth  the  suborbital  bone  is 
nearly  as  large  as  the  diameter  of  the  eye;  the  space  between  the  eyes  is 
nearly  equal  to  1|  diameter  of  an  eye.  The  proflle  is  less  steep  than 
in  G.  saxatilis,  and  the  5 vertical  bands  are  less  distinct  in  the  present 
species.  Its  hmgth  is  7 inches.'’  (Hiiller  & Troschel.)  A scarcely  known 
species,  possibly  distinguished  from  A.  analogus  by  the  12  dorsal  spines,* 
possibly  identical  with  A.  ritdis.  {ianrus,  bull.) 

Glyphidodon  taurus,  Mlllek  & Troschel,  iu  ScUomburgk’s  History  of  Barbados,  674, 
1848,  Barbados.  (Type  in  museum  at  Berlin). 

We  ])lace  here  a species  which,  if  correctly  ilescribed,  would  seem  to 
belong  to  a distinct  genus.  Its  affinities  are,  however,  evidently  rather 
with  the  siiecies  called  Enschistodus,  and  Poey’s  account  of  the  serration 
of  the  preopercle  may  be  erroneous. 

1977.  ABUDEFDUF  UUDIS  (Poey). 

Head  4 in  total  length  with  caudal;  d(*pth  21;  eye  4 in  head.  D.  XIII, 
12;  A.  II,  10;  scales  very  large,  25  in  lateral  line.  Maxillary  reaching 
to  opposite  nostril;  teeth  in  1 row,  alike  in  size,  all  di'eply  bifid;  preo- 
percle coarsely  serrated,  a flat  spine  on  the  oiiercle;  lobes  of  the  caudal 
rounded,  the  tin  little  notched;  second  anal  siiine  strong;  snout  longer 
than  in  A.  saxatilis;  scales  much  larger,  the  pores  of  the  lateral  line  not 
branched.  Color  lirown,  with  5 broad  vertical  bands  before  caudal, 
which  descend  from  the  back  to  the  middle  of  the  flanks,  where  they  fade 
insensibly;  eye  blackish;  fins  dark  brown;  dark  bands  broad,  with  nar- 
row inters])aces;  1 dark  band  more  than  iu  A.  saxatilis.  Cuba;  one 
female  10  inches  in  length.  (Poey.)  A little  known  species  of  uncertain 
relationship.  If  its  ])reopercle  is  really  serrate,  it  can  not  belong  to 
Abudefduf.  In  other  respects  it  would  seem  nearer  to  the  latter  genus 
than  to  Eupomacentrus.  It  is  very  likely  identical  with  Abudefduf  taurus. 
{rudis,  rough.) 

Glyphidodon  rudis,  Poey,  Memorias,  li,  191,  1860,  Havana ; Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  37,  1862. 

* According  to  Poey  the  type  of  this  species  has  (fide  Peters,  in  lit.)  the  coloration  of 
A.  rudis  and  similarly  large  scales  (about  25  in  lateral  line). 
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625.  HYPSYPOPS,  Gill. 

(Garibaldis.) 

Hyp^ypops,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  PMla.  1S61,  165  (ntbicundu^). 

Body  very  deep,  covered  5vith  rather  large  ctenoid  scales  which  extend 
on  the  bases  of  the  vertical  fins;  caudal  peduncle  short  and  deep;  bead 
very  deep,  with  prominent  forehead  and  snout;  no  scales  before  nostrils 
and  none  on  lower  limb  of  jireopercle ; preorbital  very  deep,  but  not  so 
deep  as  in  Microspathodon . Jaws  subeijual ; mouth  small ; teeth  all  narrow, 
fixed,  entire,  those  below  covering  whole  edge  of  the  jaw;  caudal  emargi- 
nate,  with  rounded  lobes.  One  species  of  large  size,  its  coloration  chang- 
ing with  age.  {vipi,  high ; L';rd.  below ; Sxb.  eye,  from  the  wide  preorbital.) 

197S.  HYPSYPOPS  RI  BUINDUS  (Girard). 

(Garabaldi.) 

Head  34;  depth  If.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  II,  15;  eye  If  in  head;  snout  21; 
pectoral  equals  head;  highest  dorsal  spine  3;  highest  dorsal  ray  II;  sec- 
ond anal  spine  3;  scales  5-30-13,  21  pores.  Body  short  and  deep,  ele- 
vated and  compressed,  constricted  behind  the  dorsal  and  anal,  the  caudal 
peduncle  short  and  deep ; head  higher  than  long,  the  preorbital  and  sub- 
orbital regions  being  unusually  deep;  preopercle  entire;  cheeks,  opercles, 
and  top  of  head  scaly,  excejit  snout  and  lower  jaw,  which  are  naked; 
mouth  small;  lips  thick;  teeth  compressed,  narrow,  blunt,  and  entire,  in 
a single  row,  dark  at  tips;  giJl  rakers  short  and  flexible,  about  3-j-12; 
preorbital  anteriorly  as  wide  as  the  eye,  about  41  in  head  in  adult  ; cheeks 
with  5 or  6 rows  of  rather  small  scales,  opercles  with  several  rows  of  larger 
ones;  preorbital  with  small  crowded  scales;  lips  thick,  the  lower  without 
frenum  ; soft  fins  rather  high ; pectorals  reaching  to  tip  of  ventrals,  nearly 
to  vent.  Adult  uniform  deep  scarlet  in  life,  unmarked,  edges  of  fins 
dusky.  The  color  of  the  young  of  this  species  is  quite  variable,  and  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  adult.  The  following  account  of  the  coloration  of 
the  young  is  given  by  Miss  Eosa  Smith  (now  Mrs.  C.  H.  Eigenmann)  : 

•‘Hitherto  only  the  adult  form  of  this  species  has  been  known,  and  its 
uniform  deep  scarlet  coloration  has  been  considered  to  form  a marked  con- 
trast to  the  coloration  of  the  other  species  of  Pomacenirus.  I have  lately 
secured  numerous  young  specimens,  and  find  their  coloration  quite  differ- 
ent from  that  of  the  adult,  and  in  general  similar  to  that  of  the  other 
members  of  this  genus. 

“The  ground  color  is  dusky  scarlet,  with  numerous  markings  of  an 
intensely  bright  blue,  which  occasionally  changes  to  bluish  green.  Two 
series  of  elongate  spots  form  a blue  stripe  on  either  side  of  the  median 
line,  between  tip  of  snout  and  beginning  of  dorsal  fin;  a line  of  blue  on 
superior  margin  of  iris  is  followed  posteriorly  by  an  irregular  series  of 
blue  spots  above  the  lateral  line  (the  individual  spots  not  qnite  equaling 
diameter  of  iris),  the  last  of  these  spots  is  larger  than  those  which  precede 
it,  being  f of  the  orbital  diameter,  and  extends  up  to  the  base  of  the 
dorsal  fin  at  the  posterior  third  of  the  spinous  portion;  thence  very 


Jordan  and  Evermanii, — Fishes  of  North  America.  1565 


small  dots  continue  to  the  end  of  the  dorsal  fin,  describing  a curve  which 
exactly  outlines  the  extent  to  which  scales  cover  the  base  of  the  articulate 
dorsal  rays ; a conspicuous  blue  spot  or  bar  crosses  top  of  caudal  peduncle 
close  to  the  posterior  insertion  of  dorsal  fin.  One  or  more  small  blue  spots 
at  base  of  caudal.  The  spine  of  first  ray  of  ventral  blue ; spines  and  tips 
of  anterior  rays  of  anal  blue;  a nearly  round  blue  spot  on  posterior 
part  of  anal  near  its  base.  Sides  of  body  more  or  less  dotted  with  blue,  as 
are  also  the  cheeks  and  opercles.  Pectorals  and  caudal  semitransparent, 
plain  reddish.  Ground  color  of  anal,  bright  red.  Dorsal  fin  dusky,  with 
minute  blue  dots  anterior  to  the  markings  mentioned.  Abdomen  and 
under  surface  of  the  head  lighter,  immaculate. 

^^The  description  is  made  from  specimens  If  to  2 inches  long.  Speci- 
mens less  than  1 inch  long  have  the  spinous  dorsal  almost  wholly  blue  and 
all  the  markings  larger,  while  an  individual  3f  inches  long  shows  the 
markings  similarly  placed  but  relatively  smaller,  and  the  ground  color  is 
more  olivaceous. 

'‘The  fin  rays  are  proportionately  higher  and  the  eye  relatively  larger 
than  in  the  adult.  The  suhorbital  and  })reopercle  are  without  serrations. 
The  small  opercular  spine,  unlike  that  of  the  mature  form,  is  smooth  and 
wholly  without  deuticulatious.  The  greatest  depth  of  the  body  is  about 
f the  length. 

“These  brilliant  little  fishes  inhabit  only  large,  deep,  rock  pools,  hiding 
under  the  sea-weed  of  ledges,  and  frequently  swimming  out  into  the  open 
water  of  the  pool.  They  are  accompanied  by  the  adult,  the  usual  uniform 
scarlet  color  of  which  ajjpears  a distinct  lusterless  yellow  in  the  water. 

“The  specimens  described  were  taken  at  La  Jolla,  near  San  Diego.’’ 

Coast  of  California  south  of  Point  Concepcion  ; common  in  ch^ar  waters 
about  rocky  islands  from  Point  Concepcion  to  Todos  Santos  Lay.  A hand- 
some fish,  reaching  a length  of  14  inches;  of  some  value  as  food.  {rnVi- 
cimdus,  red.) 

Glyphisodon  ruhicundxhs,  Girard,  Proo.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1854, 148,  Monterey,  California 
(Coll.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Trowbridge) ; Girard,  U.  S.  Pacific  K.  It.  Snr.,  x,  Ifil,  ])!.  29,  J858. 
Hypstypops  rubicxindus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 165,  and  186.1,  218. 

Parma  rubicxinda,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  58, 1862. 

Pomacentrus  rabicundxi^,  J ordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsi.s,  610, 1883 , Eosa  Smith,  Proc.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mas.  1882,  652;  Kosa  Smith,  i.  c.,  1883, 234 ; Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mas.  1882, 52. 

626.  MICROSPATHODON,  Giinther. 

Microspathodon,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  iv,  35, 1862  {chrymrxis). 

Poxnata priori.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phil.a.  1863,  216  (dorsalin). 

Body  deep,  compressed ; head  wide ; mouth  rather  large,  with  transverse 
cleft;  lower  jaw  shorter  than  upper,  its  teeth  confined  to  its  anterior  por- 
tion; teeth  in  1 series  in  each  jaw,  all  movable;  upper  teeth  narrow, 
entire;  lower  broader,  also  entire;  preorbital  very  broad,  with  a deep 
notch  between  nostril  and  maxillary;  lower  limit  of  preopercle  scaled; 
snout  scaled  almost  to  the  lips ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  with  median  rays 
elevated;  caudal  forked ; coloration  very  brilliant.  Herbivorous  fishes  of 
the  rocky  islands  of  the  Tropics,  the  known  species  all  American,  {/iiupoi, 
small;  dndQ?},  sheath;  68ov<;,  tooth.) 
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a.  Vertical  fins  not  elevated ; caudal  simply  lunate ; color  brownish,  with  blue  shades 
above,  the  lower  haK  more  or  less  abruptly  yellow ; each  scale  with  a blue  dot ; a 
black  spot  on  back  of  caudal  peduncle;  nostril  large,  J eye  in  adult. 

BAIRDII,  1979. 

aa.  Vertical  fins  much  elevated;  caudal  lobes  falcate. 

b.  Caudal  fin  golden  yellow  or  orange  in  life  - body  dark  brown  with  round  spots 
of  deep  blue  on  head,  nape,  and  sometimes  on  back.  chrysurus.  1980. 
bb.  Caudal  fin  dark,  like  the  body,  not  yellow. 

c.  Body  dark,  sprinkled  with  blue  spots  like  flakes  of  snow. 

XIVEATUS.  1981. 

cc.  Body  not  covered  with  blue  spots;  nostril  a small  pore;  vertical  fins 
falcate ; vertical  tins  deeji  blue  without  pale  edgings ; body  deep  blue, 
with  3 large,  round,  sky-hlue  spots  above  lateral  line,  1 near  its  front, 
1 under  front  of  spinous  dorsal,  1 under  last  spine ; a blue  saddle 
behind  last  dorsal  ray— these  distinct  at  all  ages;  head  with  blue 
streaks  and  spots.  dorsalis,  1982. 


1979,  3II(  ROSPATHODOX  BAIRDII  (Gill). 

Head  3;  depth  1^.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  II.  14;  scales  3-29-10.  Body  short, 
compressed,  elongated;  nape  abruptly  produced  behind  and  above  a 
depression  which  lies  above  the  eye,  the  nape  thus  projecting  forward  in 
a fleshy  crest ; anterior  profile  steep,  with  fleshy  corrugations,  separated 
by  depressions;  tip  of  .snout  above  premaxillary  enlarged  to  a fleshy  pad 
under  which  the  jaw  slips,  separated  from  preorbital  and  top  of  head  by 
a deep  crease,  deeper  in  larger  specimens.  Xostril  midway  between  eye 
and  crest,  its  size  much  larger  than  in  AT.  dorsalis,  being  i diameter  of 
eye.  In  AI.  dorsalis  of  the  same  size  the  nostril  is  reduced  to  a small  pore, 
about  i of  eye.  Preorbital  lower  than  in  dorsalis,  its  height  2f  in  head  in 
adult;  in  dorsalis  of  the  .same  size  the  preorbital  is  24  in  head.  Teeth 
small,  truncate,  movable,  about  as  in  dorsalis;  lower  jaw  shorter;  width 
of  mouth  2 in  head;  4 or  5 rows  of  scales  on  cheek.  Caudal  peduncle 
short  and  deep,  length  24  in  head,  its  depth  2 in  head:  dorsal  elevated  but 
not  falcate,  simply  angular,  its  longest  ray  14  in  head;  anal  similar,  its 
longest  ray  14  in  head;  caudal  lunate,  its  lobes  not  produced,  the  upper 
longer,  14  in  head;  pectoral  Ij  in  head;  A’entral  1^  in  head.  Color  uni- 
form deep  blueblack  without  paler  margins  to  fins  except  very  narrow 
line  on  upper  ray  of  pectoral  and  upper  lobe  of  caudal;  no  spots.  This 
species  is  well  separated  from  Af.  dorsalis,  differing  in  the  much  larger 
nostril,  fleshy  hump  at  nape,  in  the  lower  preorbital  and  in  the  uneven 
slope  of  profile,  as  well  as  the  absence  of  falcate  tips  to  fins.  Here  described 
from  adult  examples  6 to  12  inches  long  from  Clarion  Island  (collected 
by  McGregor).  The  very  small  specimens  which  have  been  named  Alicro- 
spathodon  bairdii  seem  to  be  the  young,  having  the  large  nostril  and  the 
non-falcate  fins.  The  bright  orange  markings  seem  to  disappear  with 
advanced  age. 

The  color  of  the  young  is  thus  described  by  Dr.  Gill : 

“ The  color  in  extreme  youth,  as  represented  by  a specimen  10  lines  long, 
is  greenish  yellow,  modified  by  blue  above  on  the  middle  of  each  scale, 
the  margins  alone  being  brownish;  below  a line  drawn  from  the  axil  of 
the  pectoral  to  that  of  the  dorsal  fin,  the  blue  has  disappeared,  and  the 


Jordan  and  Evermann. — Fishes  of  North  Aincrica.  1507 


brownish  yellow  is  conspicuous,  sprinkled  over  with  a few  faint,  darker 
dots,  which  themselves  become  obsolete  on  the  abdomen  and  caudal  pedun- 
cle; immediately  behind  the  dorsal  fin  there  is  a dark  spot,  margined  in 
front  by  blue.  The  head  above  has  2 blue  lines  continued  from  snout 
and  decurved  over  the  eyeball  and  behind  the  orbit;  on  the  forehead 
there  is  a transverse  blue  bar,  and  on  the  nape  2 nearly  parallel  longi- 
tudinal blue  lines.  An  oblique  bar  crosses  the  preorbital;  a series  of  blue 
dots  on  the  suborbital  chain  is  continued  to  meet  the  deflected  line  behind 
the  eye,  and  there  is  a bine  bar  behind  the  end  of  the  maxillary.  The  lips 
and  opercula  are  brown.  The  dorsal  fin,  on  its  scaly  portion,  including  all 
the  spinous  portion,  except  a marginal  band,  and  the  lower  half  of  the  soft 
dorsal  is  blue,  the  scales  scarcely  being  margined  by  brown ; the  other  fins 
are  colorless,  except  the  margin  of  the  anal,  which  is  dark.  The  species, 
with  advancing  age,  loses  the  intensity  of  the  blue  above,  l)ut  the  color 
spreads  downward  faintly,  and  is  perceptible  on  all  the  scales  except 
those  of  the  abdomen  and  hinder  portions  of  the  caudal  peduncle.  The 
blue  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  head  and  the  preorbital  finally  becomes 
obliterated,  but  the  series  on  the  infraorbital  chain  and  the  bar  behind 
the  maxillary  remain,  while  the  opercle  assumes  blue  dots.  The  fins 
also,  especially  the  ventral  and  anal,  have  become  dusky.  * * * 

Coloration  quite  peculiar  in  the  gradual  spreading  of  the  blue,  while  it 
becomes  fainter  at  the  same  time  with  age.’’ 

Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America  from  Cape  San  Lucas  to  Panama;  the 
young  abundant  in  rock  pools,  with  Eupomacentrus  ffavilatus,  with  which 
it  has  been  confounded.  A beautiful  fish  (named  for  Spencer  Fullerton 
Baird). 

Pomacentrus  haircUi,  Gili.,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1802,  149,  Cape  San  Lucas.  (Coll. 

Xantus.) 

Micros2)athodon  hairdii,  Jordan,  Fislie.s  of  Sinaloa,  in  I’roc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 476,  pi.  43. 


19S0.  .IIICUOSPATHODOX  t’HRYSUUrS  (Cuvier  X Valenciennes). 

Depth  2|  in  total  length  with  caudal;  eye  in  head.  D.  XI,  15;  A. 
11,13.  Body  oval;  forehead  broad  and  depressed ; maxillary  reaching  to 
the  nostril;  teeth  below  twice  as  large  as  those  above.  Color  blackish 
brown,  the  fins  darker,  excepting  the  caudal,  which  is  entirely  orange; 
round  spots  of  cobalt  blue  around  the  eyes,  on  the  nape,  and  sometimes 
on  the  back  and  scales  of  the  dorsal  fin.  (Poey.)  West  Indies;  known 
from  Cuba  and  St.  Thomas.  X"oi  seen  by  us.  (xpvdoc,  golden ; ovpd, 
tail.) 

Glyi)hidodon  chrysuriis,  Cr^UER  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poi3.s.,v,  476, 1830,  St. Thomas ; 
Glnther,  Cat.,  IV,  57, 1862. 

Pomacentrus  denegatus,  Poey,  Meinorias,  ii,  190, 1860,  Cuba.  (Coll.  Poey.) 

lOSl.  IIU’ROSPATHODOX  XIYEATUS  (Poey). 

Head  about  2f  (3f  in  total) ; depth  about  2 (2^  in  total) ; eye3f  in  head; 
maxillary  reaching  the  front  of  the  ej  e;  suborbitals  and  jireopercle  with- 
out teeth.  Color  uniform  black  with  large  sky-blue  spots,  the  size  of  a 
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scale,  like  flakes  of  snow,  regularly  arranged  in  small  nundier,  some  20  on 
each  side  above  the  body,  a few  on  the  median  fins.  Seen  once  at  Havana. 
(Poey.)  Length  2 inches.  A doubtful  species,  apparently  referable  to 
Mici'osjyatJiodon,  possibly  the  young  of  M.  chrysu7'U8.  (niveatus,  snowy.) 

Pomacentrus  niveatus,  Poey,  Eiiumeratio,  102, 1875,  Havana. 

1982.  MICROSPATHODOX  DORSALIS  (Gill). 

Head  31;  depth  2 in  length  to  tip  of  caudal  rays;  eye  small,  high,  2^  in 
preorbital  width,  5 in  head.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  II,  14;  scales  29,  with  22 
pores.  Body  deep,  compressed,  the  nape  high  and  compressed,  the  ante- 
rior profile  very  steep,  slightly  concave  in  front  of  orbits.  Head  very 
wide  and  heavy  below,  mouth  wide,  transverse,  its  width  nearly  twice  its 
lateral  cleft,  the  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  midway  between  nostril 
and  front  of  eye.  Maxillary  almost  wholly  slipping  under  the  broad  pre- 
orbital, its  distal  half  strongly  U-shaped,  with  the  convexity  l)ackward, 
and  its  anterior  margin  displaying  a deep  reentrant  curve.  Dentary  por- 
tion of  mandible  consisting  of  an  anterior  transverse  portion,  and  the  2 
lateral  limbs,  which  form  about  a right  angle  with  anterior  portion,  and  are 
convexly  bent  toward  median  line.  It  would  much  resemble  a U with  the 
lateral  limbs  convex  inward  instead  of  outward;  anterior  portion  pro- 
vided with  a single  series  of  rather  firmly  fixed  elongate  incisor  teeth 
with  truncate  edges;  lateral  teeth  similar  but  smaller;  teeth  in  the  upper 
jaw  strongly  compressed  laterall}",  but  with  the  extreme  tip  flattened 
antero-posteridrly,  so  as  to  render  them  narrow  incisor-like;  very  loosely 
implanted,  extremely  movable,  and  in  a single  functional  series,  the  teeth 
of  which  are  replaced  by  others  which  appear  above  along  front  of  jaw; 
between  vomer  and  front  of  jaw  is  a median  firm  fleshy  pad,  with  free 
anterior  margins;  a somewhat  similar  pad  at  each  angle  of  mouth;  no 
teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines.  Nostril  minute,  round,  midway  between  front 
of  jaw  and  middle  of  orbit.  Preopercle  .smooth  or  minutely  creuate  at 
the  angle,  none  of  the  l)ones  of  head  serrate  or  spinous.  Gills  34,  the  inner 
half  of  fourth  gill  developed  about  j:  length  of  others;  a small  but  evident 
pore  behind  fourth  gill;  gill  rakers  short  and  weak,  not  toothed,  about 
20  on  anterior  limb  of  outer  arch;  gill  membranes  forming  a broad  fold 
across  the  isthmus.  Scales  large,  rough,  vertically  much  deeper  than 
wide,  with  numerous  small  accessory  scales  at  base  which  l)ecome  exceed- 
ingly numerous  on  head  and  nape,  where  they  form  a shagreen-like  cover- 
ing; lateral  line  little  prominent,  the  pores  opening  on  undersurface  of 
scales,  ceasing  under  last  rays  of  soft  dorsal.  Fins  entirely  enveloped  in 
scales,  which  are  large  at  base  of  fins,  becoming  minute  on  soft  portions. 
Dorsal  spines  strong,  regularly  increasing,  the  highest  2^^  in  head;  anal 
spines  strong,  the  second  but  little  shorter  than  longest  dorsal  spines; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  conspicuously  falcate,  the  median  rays  of  fins 
produced  beyond  fork  of  caudal,  the  anterior  margins  stongly  convex,  the 
])osterior  strongly  concave;  longest  dorsal  and  anal  rays  more  than  ^ 
length;  caudal  deeply  forked,  the  lol)es  also  greatly  falcate,  equaling  in 
length  the  lobes  of  dorsal  and  anal;  outer  ventral  rays  produced,  extend- 
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ing  beyond  front  of  anal;  pectorals  short,  rounded,  reaching  vertical  from 
vent.  Color,  uniform  slaty  bine  or  gray,  the  fins  somewhat  darker,  all  but 
the  spinous  dorsal  narrowly  white-margined;  peritoneum  pale.  The  above 
is  a description  of  adult  individuals  (those  described  as  cinereus). 

Mature  individuals  of  smaller  size  (aziirissimns)  have  been  described  as 
follows:  Head  3;  depth  2.  I).  XII,  16;  A.  II,  13;  eye  5 in  head;  snout 

nearly  2;  pectoral  14  ; highe.st  dorsal  spine  3 in  body;  ventral  in  length; 
anal  lobe  2}^",  dorsal  lobe  If  in  body.  Body  compressed  and  deep;  dorsal 
outline  from  snout  to  caudal  peduncle  uniform;  breast  prominent  and 
well  rounded,  behind  which  the  ventral  outline  is  straight  to  anal  spine, 
then  slanting  obliquely  upward  to  caudal  peduncle.  Mouth  wide  with 
thick  lips;  the  teeth  Hat,  sharp,  and  movable,  in  a single  row  in  each  jaw, 
those  in  the  upper  jaw  are  arranged  in  a crescent,  in  the  lower  jaw  they 
are  in  a straight  line  in  front,  but  at  the  sides  they  describe  nearly  a right 
angle  and  run  back;  isthmus  with  a notch  made  by  the  prominence  of 
the  breast.  Tip  of  snout,  m.axillary,  and  lower  jaw  naked;  head  every- 
where else  with  scales,  the  scales  on  cheeks  in  about  5 rows;  scales  on 
body  large,  3-28-9;  all  the  fins  with  scales;  accessory  scales  very  few. 
Lateral  lino  running  high  and  ending  under  last  ray  of  soft  dorsal ; gill 
rakers  numerous,  short,  and  weak,  about  5 21.  Pectoral  short  and 

rounded  at  the  tip;  ventrals  with  middle  rays  produced,  2^  tiint'S  ventral 
spine,  reaching  past  vent  to  anal;  spinous  dorsal  low;  with  the  exception 
of  the  first  the  H])ines  are  about  equal;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  falcate  and 
filamentous,  the  dorsal  lobe  slightly  the  longer,  not  quite  reaching  to  tip 
of  caudal  fin;  caudal  wide-ly  forked,  the  lobes  falcate,  the  upper  lobe  the 
longer;  the  middle  rays  are  contained  3^  times  in  the  upper  caudal  lobe. 
In  life,  deep  indigo  blue,  with  traces  of  olivaceous  cross  shades;  pectoral, 
dorsal,  and  caudal  edged  with  bluish  white;  eyes  viohTt. 

The  young  (dorsalis)  may  be  described  as  follows:  Head  3;  depth  1^^. 
D.  XII,  16;  A.  II,  14;  scales  3-28-10;  eye  3;  snout  4f ; dorsal  lobe  1,';;  cau- 
dal lobe  equals  head ; pectoral  1^ ; ventral  ec^uals  head.  Body  compressed, 
the  profile  rounded,  depressed  before  eye  so  that  snout  projects.  Gill 
rakers  numerous,  very  short,  slender,  close  set.  Preorbital  deep.  Preor- 
bital and  preopercle  entire.  Teeth  in  several  rows,  movable.  Dorsal 
spines  rising  to  the  last,  subtruncate,  flattened,  each  with  a brown  vertical 
streak  in  center,  the  soft  rays  and  lobes  of  caudal  much  produced,  as  also 
ventral.  Color  in  life,  deep  indigo  blue  on  body  and  fins ; no  pale  edgings  ; 
3 round  sky-blue  spots  above  lateral  line,  the  one  near  its  beginning, 
another  under  front  of  spinous  dorsal,  the  third  under  last  spine,  the  first 
smallest,  the  other  two  as  large  as  puiiil;  a larger  sky-blue  saddle  in  axil 
of  soft  ray;  head  with  many  sky-blue  spots  everywhere,  those  on  preor- 
bital and  suborbital  coalescing  in  a blue  streak;  another  streak  behind 
angle  of  mouth,  and  another  above  eye,  nostrils,  throat,  and  snout;  axil 
sky-blue,  a bar  of  sky-blue  across  end  of  snout;  angle  of  month  sky-blue. 

The  immature  coloration  is  thus  correctly  described  by  Dr.  Gill: 

‘^In  the  young  the  color  of  the  body  is  a purplish  brown,  varied  with 
blue  on  the  center  of  each  scale,  the  blue  diminishing  on  the  scales  of  the 
tail  toward  the  fin.  On  each  side  there  is  a blue  sjiot  on  the  first  scale 
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above  tbe  lateral  line,  011  the  scale  above  the  seventh  of  the  lateral  line 
and  below  the  fourth  dorsal  spine,  and  another  on  the  one  above  the  fif- 
teenth scale  and  below  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  spine;  on  the  tail,  behind 
the  dorsal  fin,  there  is  a transverse  dark  band,  bordered  in  front  by  blue. 
The  head  above  has  2 blue  lines,  1 on  each  side,  running’  from  and  decnrved 
over  the  eye  behind  the  orbit.  The  forehead  is  indistinctly  marked  with 
blue  in  the  center  of  each  scale ; and  on  the  nape  there  are  2 oblong  blue 
spots  on  each  side.  A continuous  blue  line  is  continued  from  the  side  of 
the  suojit  along  the  suborbital  chain,  and  unites  with  the  line  decurrent 
behind  the  orbit.  Behind  the  end  of  the  supraiuaxillary  there  is  a vertical 
blue  bar.  The  scales  on  the  cheeks  and  opercula  are  spotted  with  bine 
in  the  center.  Lips  immaculate  brown.  The  dorsal  fin  on  its  scaly  por- 
tion is  similar  to  the  back;  the  anal  has  a blue  spot  at  the  l)ase  of  its  last 
rays,  and  its  front,  like  the  outer  edge  of  the  ventral  fin,  is  blue.  The 
pectoral  inside  has  also  a blue  line  across  the  base  of  the  upper  rays 
‘^As  the  fish  advances  in  age  the  blue  on  the  centers  of  the  scales  fades, 
and,  finally,  the  color  of  the  whole  body,  as  well  as  the  scaly  portions  of 
the  fins,  becomes  a purplish  brown;  but  the  spots  on  the  scales  above  the 
first,  seventh,  and  fifteenth  [sixteenth]  scales  of  the  lateral  line  remain, 
as  does  also  the  one  bordered  before  by  the  blue  in  the  rear  of  the  dorsal 
fin.  The  coloration  on  the  head  simply  becomes  fainter,  and  the  lines 
narrower  and  somewhat  interrupted.  The  fins  are  uniform  and  s^mtless, 
except  the  pectoral,  which  retains  the  transverse  bar  which  was  assumed 
in  its  youth.  This  species,  in  its  young  state,  was  formerly  described  as  a 
Pomacentrus,  the  preoperculum  having  a scalloped  appearance,  produced 
])y  the  muciferous  ducts  and  their  mouths,  and  thus  simulating  the  ser- 
rature  of  young  Pomacentrus,  misleading  Dr.  Gunther  as  well  as  myself, 
especially  as  it  had  the  coloration  and  form  of  a Pomacentrus.  The  border 
in  the  old  is  not  so  much  exposed,  and  is  perfectly  entire,  while  the  jire- 
orbital  has  gained  in  elevation  at  the  expense  of  the  eye.  The  uniform 
color  of  the  body  is  also  in  strong  contrast  to  the  variegated  sides  and 
fins  of  the  young.^’ 

Length  12  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  America,  from  Cape  San  Lucas  to 
Panama;  known  from  Capo  San  liucas,  Mazatlan,  the  Revillagigedo 
Islands,  and  Panama,  {dorsalis,  pertaining  to  the  back.) 

Hypsypops  dorsalis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  147,  Cape  San  Lucas.  (Coll. 
X ant  us.) 

Fomacentrus  quadrigutta,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  149,  Cape  San  Lucas, 
young  (Coll.  John  Xantus) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  27,  1862;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Proc. 
V.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  366  and  377. 

Microspathodon  cinereus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  71,  Clarion  and  Socorro 
islands.  (Coll.  AZ(;afross.) 

Microspathodon  azurissimats,  Jordan  & Starks,  in  Jordan,  Pishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc. 
Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  478,  pi.  44,  Venados  Islands,  near  Mazatlan.  (Types,  Nos.  1610, 1636, 
and  2895,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  Hopkins  Expd.  to  Mazatlan.) 

Fomataprion  dorsalis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863, 216. 

Microspathodon  dorsalis,  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  477,  1895;  Jordan  A Evermann, 
Check-List  Fishes,  411, 1896. 

Microspathodon  dorsalis  azurissimus,  Jordan  A Evermann,  1.  c.,  411. 

Microspathodon  dorsalis  cinereus,  Jordan  A Evermann,  L c.,  411. 
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Suborder  PHAKYXUOG^7ATIII.^ 

(The  Labroid  Fishes.) 

Lower  pharyngeals  fully  united;  nostrils  double;  gills  3^,  with  no  slit 
behind  the  last.  A^entral  fins  thoracic,  each  with  one  spine  and  five  rays; 
dorsal  and  anal  spines  not  very  strong;  scales  weakly  ctenoid  or  cycloid; 
in  other  resj^ects  essentially  as  in  the  Percoidea.  Species  mostly  of  the 
tropical  shores;  most  of  them  large  fislies  of  strong  dentition  and  bright 
colors.  {(l>dpvyq,  pharynx;  yraho';  jaw,  from  the  large  jaw-like 
pharyngeals.) 

a.  Lower  pharyngeals  T-shaped  or  Y-shaped,  their  teeth  conical  or  tubercular;  teeth  in 
jaws  usually  not  confluent.  Species  carnivorous;  the  sexes  often  dissimilar. 

Labrid.^c,  clx. 

da.  Lower  pharyngeals  more  or  less  spoon-shaped  or  basin-shaped,  their  teeth  broadest 
transversely  and  truncate,  arranged  in  mosaic;  teeth  in  jaws  more  or  less  per- 
fectly confluent,  forming  a sort  of  beak;  anal  spines  2;  dorsal  spines  9;  scales 
very  large,  22  to  25  in  lateral  line;  vertebrie  10  or  11 + 14  = 24  or  25.  Species 
herbivorous;  the  sexes  colored  alike.  Scarid^:,  CLXi. 


Family  CLX.  LABRIDyE.I 
(The  AVkasse-Fisiies.) 

Body  oblong  or  elongate,  covered  with  cycloid  scales;  lateral  line  well 
developed,  continuous  or  interrupted,  often  angularly  bent.  Mouth  mod- 
erate, terminal ; x)remaxillaries  protractile;  maxillaries  without  supple- 
mental bone,  slipping  under  membranaceous  edge  of  the  preorbital; 
anterior  teeth  in  the  jaws  usually  very  strong  and  canine-like;  teeth  of 
the  jaws  separate  or  soldered  together  at  base,  not  forming  a continuous 
plate;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  lower  pharyngeals  comidetely 
united  into  one  bone,  without  median  suture,  this  bone  T-shaped  or 
Y-shaped,  its  teeth  conical  or  tubercular.  Lijis  thick,  longitudinally 
jilicate.  Nostrils  round,  with  2 oi)enings  on  ^ach  side.  Dorsal  fin  con- 
tinuous, the  spinous  portion  usually  long,  its  spines  rather  slender,  8 to  20 
in  number,  anal  similar  to  soft  dorsal,  with  2 to  6 spines.  Ventrals 
thoracic,  I,  5,  inserted  below  the  pectorals  (said  to  be  snbjugular  in 
Malacocentrus) . Branchiostegals  5 or  6;  iiseudobranchiie  well  developed; 
gills  3^,  the  slit  behind  the  last  arch  small  or  obsolete;  gill  membranes 
somewhat  connected,  sometimes  joined  to  the  narrow  isthmus.  Air 
bladder  jiresent;  no  pyloric  cjeca.  Genera  60,  speeies  450,  chiefly  of  the 


* Professor  Cope  regards  this  suborder  as  the  most  specialized  or  “highest”  in  the 
group  of  flsbes.  The  specialization  of  the  Labroids  is,  however,  reducible  to  2 or  3 
characters,  the  specialization  of  the  pliaryngeal  bones,  the  gills,  and,  in  general,  of  the 
pigment  cells.  In  general,  they  are  not  less  generalized  than  the  majority  of  the 
Acanthopten,  and  they  do  not  depart  so  widely  from  the  usual  fish  t^ype  as  do  the  Ped- 
iculati,  Plectognathi  or  Heterosoinota . 

t Por  synonymy  and  descriptions  of  the  species  of  this  family  of  fishes  .see  “A  review 
of  the  labroid  fishes  of  America  and  Europe,”  by  David  Starr  Jordan,  in  Report  C.  S. 
Fish  Comm,  for  1887,  599-699,  pis.  l-xi,  first  published  August  26,  1891. 
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tropical  seas,  living  among  rocks  or  keljn  Many  of  them  are  brilliantly 
colored,  and  some  are  valued  as  food-fisb.  Most  of  them  feed  npon  mol- 
Insks,  the  dentition  being  adapted  for  crushing  shells. 

The  Lahrinw  are  the  most  generalized  forms,  well  distinguished  from  the 
others  by  their  greater  number  of  vertebrte,  a character  associated  with 
the  greater  number  of  dorsal  spines  and  with  their  northern  habitat. 
These  are  the  only  Labroids  properly  belonging  to  the  North  Temperate 
Zone,  and  all  but  2 of  the  species  are  European. 

The  Malapterince  seem  to  be  allied  to  the  Lahrina’,  although  they  may 
belong  to  some  other  family.  The  number  of  vertebrje  has  not  been 
counted  in  a single  known  species.  They  belong  to  the  South  Temperate 
Zone,  and  diifer  from  the  Lahrince  in  having  most  of  the  dorsal  spines 
replaced  by  soft  rays. 

The  Harpincc  are  allied  to  the  Lahrinw,  but  are  chiefly  tropical  fishes 
with  a reduced  number  of  vertebrje  and  spines.  Close  to  the  Harpince  is 
the  small  subfamily  Clepticbuv,  distinguished  by  the  little  development 
of  the  jaws  and  pharyngeals  and  by  the  corresponding  feeble  dentition. 

The  JuUdinw  are  the  most  abundant  of  the  tropical  Labroids,  brilliant 
little  fishes,  abounding  about  banks  and  reefs,  and  having  the  vertebne 
reduced  to  the  normal  number  10  + 14  = 24,  and  the  dorsal  spines  to  about 
9.  The  Xyrichthyinw  are  an  oftshoot  of  the  JuUdinw,  with  the  head  more 
or  less  modified  and  the  lateral  line  incomplete. 

The  Scaridcr  are  here  placed  in  a distinct  family.  They  have  the  normal 
number  of  vertebrje  and  of  spines.  Their  pharyngeal  bones  and  teeth  are, 
however,  modified  in  a very  singular  way,  and  they  must  be  regarded  as 
forming  the  most  specialized  type  of  Pharyugognathi,  the  suborder  to 
which  the  Labroids  l)elong. 

The  general  rule  that  marine  fishes  found  in  temperate  regions  have  an 
increased  number  of  vertebrae  is  well  shown  in  this  group.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  uuml)ers  of  vertebrai  as  given  by  Drs.  Gunther  and 
Jordan  in  the  species  examined  by  them: 


Labrus  viridis,  20  + 21  = 1 1. 

Labrus  bimaculatus,  18  + 21  =39. 
Labrus  livens,  18  + 20  = 38. 

Labrus  berggylta,  19  + 19  = 38. 
Tautogolabrus  adspersus,  17  + 19  = 
36.  ^ 

Aeantholabrus  palloni,  18  + 18  = 36. 
Odax  balteatus  (Antarctic),  19  + 17 
= 66. 

Tautoga  ouitis,  16  + 18  = 34. 
Ctenolabrus  suillus,  15  + 18  = 33. 
Crenilabrus  melops,  15  + 18  = 33. 
Creuilabrus  tinea,  15  + 18  = 33. 
Crenilabrus  ocellaris,  14  + 18  = 32. 
Crenilabrus  cinereus,  14  + 17  = 31. 


Halichceres  nigrescens,  10  + 15  = 25. 
Hemitautoga  hortulanus,  10  + 15  = 
25. 

Thalassoma  pavo,  11  + 14  = 25. 
Thalassoma  lunare,  11  + 14  = 25. 
Thalassoma  dorsale,  11  + 14  = 25. 
Julis  julis,  11  + 14  = 25. 

Julis  atlantica,  11  + 14  =25. 

Coris  aygula,  11  + 14  = 25. 
Guntheria  trimaculata,  10  + 15  = 25. 
Pseudolabrus  psittaculus,  9 + 16  = 
25. 

Pseudolabrus  laticlavius,  9 + 16  = 
25. 

Gomphosus  tricolor,  9 + 15  = 24. 
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Symphodus  scina,  13  18  = 31. 

Crenilabrus  luediterraneiis,  13  + 17 
= 30. 

Lachnolaimus  maximus,  12  -{-  17  = 
29. 

Diastodou  scrota,  11  + 17  = 28. 
Diastodon  liirsutus,  11  + 17  = 28. 
Anampses  ca^ruleopiiuctatus,  11  + 
15  = 26. 

Duyniceria  aurigaria,  10  + 15  = 25. 


Pseudolabrus  celidotus,  10  + 13  = 
23. 

Xyrichtbys  macrolepidotus,  10  + 15 
= 25. 

Xyrichtbys  novacula,  9 + 16  = 25. 
Cheilinus  fasciatus,  10  + 13  = 23. 
Decodoii  puellaris,  12  + 16  = 28.* 
Clepticus  parra‘,  10  + 17  = 27. 
Cheilinus  trilobatus,  10  + 13  =23. 
Sparisoma  cretense,  11  + 14  = 25. 


As  in  most  other  large  groups  there  has  been  shown  considerable  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  characters  which  should  be  used  in  dividing  the 
Labroids  into  genera.  The  tendency  with  all  recent  writers  has  been 
toward  a rather  minub;  snbdivision.  The  numbers  of  vertebra*-  seem  to 
us  to  yield  characters  of  the  highest  importance.  Other  characters  not  to 
be  neglected  can  be  drawn  from  the  size  of  the  scales,  the  numbers  of  the 
dorsal  spines,  and  the  dentition.  The  degree  of  squamation  of  the  head 
seems  to  us  to  have  an  importance  lower  than  that  attributed  to  it  by 
Bleeker  and  Gunther,  but  it  may  be  used  for  generic  subdivision. 


a.  Dorsal  spines  8 or  more,  usuallj'^  well  distinguished  from  the  soft  rays ; anal  spines 

2 to  6. 

Labrin^: 

b.  Vertehrte  and  dorsal  spines  in  increased  number,  vertebrie  about  36  (15  -f  18  to 

20-)-  21) ; dorsal  spines  14  to  21;  anal  spines  3 to  6,  all  the  spines  puiigeut;  ante- 
rior canines  no  posterior  canines;  lateral  line  complete;  caudal  fin  never 
forked;  species  of  northern  waters,  rarely  tropical,  most  of  them  European. 

c.  Anal  spines  4 to  6;  dorsal  spines  16  to  21;  cheeks  and  opercles  scaly;  scales 
rather  large ; preopercle  serrate. 

d.  Teeth  small,  in  a single  series;  mouth  small;  dorsal  fin  nearly  scaleless. 

Centrolabrus,  627. 

cc.  Anal  spines  3.  Teeth  in  more  than  one  series. 

e.  Preopercle  serrate;  opercles  scaly;  scales  moderate;  interopercle  naked; 

snout  not  especially  produced.  Tautogolabrus,  628. 

ee.  Preopercle  entire;  opercles  naked;  scales  small;  interopercle  naked; 
snout  blunt.  Tactoga,  629. 

bb.  Vertebrie  and  dor.sal  spines  not  in  greatly  increased  numbers;  vertebrte  22  to  29 ; 
dorsal  spines  8 to  13;  anal  spines  2 or  3;  species  of  tropical  or  subtropical  seas. 
/.  Vertebne  27  to  29  (so  far  as  known) ; dorsal  spines  usually  12  (11  to  14) ; sides 
of  head  more  or  less  scaly;  preopercle  serrulate  or  entire. 


* “It  will  he  evident  that  in  those  genera  which  are  composed  entirely  or  for  the  most 
part  of  tropical  species,  the  vertebral  column  is  composed  of  24,  or  nearly  24,  vertebra?, 
while  those  which  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  temperate  seas  of  the  Northern  or  Southern 
Hemisphere  have  that  number  increased  iu  the  abdominal  and  caudal  portions.”  (Giin- 
ther.  Cat.,  IV,  65).  This  increase  in  the  number  of  vertebne  in  the  northern  forms  has 
been  used  as  a basis  of  the  classification  of  the  Pleuroneclidce,  by  Jordan  and  Goss,  of  the 
Scorpcenidce,  by  Jordan  and  Gilbert,  and  it  will  doubtless  proveto  have  a high  value  in 
the  subdivision  of  other  families  which  have  representatives  iu  ditt’erent  zones.  The 
cause  ot  this  peculiarity  of  fishes  of  cold  waters  is  still  obscure.  Probably  the  reduction 
in  number  of  segments  is  a result  of  the  specialization  of  structure  incident  to  the  sharper 
competition  of  the  tropical  waters,  where  the  outside  conditions  of  life  are  very  favorable 
for  fishes,  hut  the  struggle  of  species  against  species  is  most  severe.  (Jordan.) 
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HaEPINJ  : 

g.  Anterior  canines  strong;  lower  pharyngeals  large,  with  large,  tubercular 
teeth;  spinous  dorsal  not  enveloped  in  scales,  lower  jaw  naked; 
species  mostly  of  large  size  and  bright  coloration,  inhabiting  semi- 
tropical  seas. 

A.  Dorsal  spines  about  14,  the  3 or  4 anterior  falcate^  produced  in  long 
streamers ; body  deep  and  compressed,  the  anterior  profile  steep ; 
teeth  uniserial;  no  posterior  canine;  cheeks  and  opercles  scaly: 
bases  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaly;  soft  parts  of  vertical  fins 
produced;  scales  moderate  (40).  Lachxoladius,  630. 

hh.  Dorsal  spines  11  or  12  (rarely  13),  none  of  them  produced  in  filaments; 
cheeks  and  opercles  scaly;  bodj'  oblong;  the  back  not  greatly 
elevated. 

I . Soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  each  with  a scaly  sheath  at  base ; scales 
large  (about  32) ; posterior  canine  present. 

).  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  elevated,  produced  behind. 


jf. 


Harpe,  631. 

ii.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  without  sheath  of  scales;  preoi)ercle  ser- 
rulate (at  least  in  young) ; soft  dorsal  and  anal  more  or  less 
falcate. 

k.  Scales  large,  about  30;  lower  limb  of  preopercle  scaly; 
posterior  canine  present;  anterior  canines  |. 

Decodox,  632. 

kk.  Scales  moderate  or  small,  45  to  60 : both  limbs  of  preoper- 
cle naked;  adult  male  with  a fleshy  hump  on  the 
forehead;  caudal  subtruncate,  with  the  angles  more 
or  less  produced. 

1.  Posterior  canines  present ; anterior  canines  J ; dorsal 
spines  12. 

m.  Scales  small,  about  60  in  lateral  line. 

PiMELOMETOPOX,  6.33. 


Clepticixa;  : 

gg.  Anterior  teeth  small,  bluntish,  not  canine-like;  no  posterior  canine; 
mouth  very  small,  terminal ; snout  short  and  blunt ; dorsal  and  anal 
enveloped  in  scales,  except  produced  tips  of  both  fins ; caudal  deeply 
forked ; dorsal  spines  almost  hidden  by  series  of  scales ; head  every- 
where closely  scaled,  except  on  lips  and  snout ; scales  of  body  large ; 
preopercle  serrulate;  gill  rakers  slender,  short;  pectoral  falcate; 
lower  pharyngeals  very  small,  Y-shaped,  their  teeth  small,  very 
blunt  and  coalescent ; vertebite  10  -f  17  ^ 27 ; dorsal  spines  12. 

Clepticus.  634. 

T ertebne  23  to  26;  dorsal  spines  8 or  9;  anterior  canines  strong,  2 to  4 on  each 
side  in  each  jaw ; head  mostly  naked;  preopercle  entire.  Species  of  the 
Tropics,  mostly  of  small  size  and  bright  coloration. 

JuUDIXAi: 

n.  Lateral  line  c^plete  and  continuous. 

o.  Snout  not  tubiform;  preopercle  entire;  teeth  uniserial ; none  of  the 
teeth  chisel-shaped. 

p.  Cheeks  and  opercles  naked. 

q.  Scales  large,  25  to  30  iu  the  lateral  line;  anal  spines  2 or  3. 

r.  Dorsal  spines 9;  dorsal  enlarged,  without  scaly  sheath; 
scales  of  breast  not  enlarged. 

s.  Anterior  canines  all  normal  in  position;  lower 
pharyngeals  T-shaped,  with  numerous  teeth; 
anal  spines  3. 

t.  Posterior  canine  well  developed  on  both  sides; 
dorsal  spines  pungent ; anterior  canines  f . 

lEIDIO,  635. 
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tt.  Posterior  canines  wanting  or  reduced  to  a 
slight  rudiment. 

u.  Anterior  canines  f;  dorsal  spines  slender 
but  ])ungent.  Emmeekia,  636. 

uu.  Anterior  canines  |. 

V.  Dorsal  spines  slender  and  very 
flexible;  body  very  .slender. 

OXYJULIS,  637. 
vv.  Dorsal  spines  pungent. 

JULIDIO,  638. 

uuu.  Anterior  canines  § ; dorsal  spines  pun- 
gent. PSEUDOJULIS,  639. 

rr.  Dorsal  spines  8;  no  posterior  canines;  anterior  canines 
normal  in  position ; a low  sbeatb  of  scales  at  b:ise 
of  dorsal;  dorsal  spines  pungent;  anal  spines  3, 
never  2.  Chlorichthys,  640. 

Xyrichthyin*®  : 

nn.  Lateral  line  interrupted  posteriorly,  beginning  again  on  the  level  of  the 
axis  of  the  body,  on  the  caudal  peduncle ; scales  large,  20  to  30  in  tbe 
lateral  line;  dorsal  spines  9;  anal  spines  3;  anterior  canines  s. 
w.  Posterior  canine  present;  snout  slender,  the  anterior  profile  not 
convex;  cheeks  and  opercles  scaly;  dorsal  spines  ])ungent,  the 
three  anterior  longer  and  with  filamentous  appendages;  dorsal 
and  anal  with  a scaly  sheath ; scales  very  large. 

Douatonotus,  641. 

ww.  Posterior  canine  none ; anterior  profile  more  or  less  convex;  head 
naked,  except  usuallj'  a few  scales  below  the  eye;  body  more 
or  less  strongly  compressed;  ventrals  thoracic,  inserted  below 
the  pectorals. 

X.  Scales  very  large,  about  20  in  the  lateral  line,  which  is  placed 
on  the  first  row  of  largo  scales  below  the  dorsal  sheath; 
anterior  dorsal  spines  not  detached ; head  not  trencliant 
above.  Xyrula,  642. 

XX.  Scales  large,  about  26  in  the  lateral  line,  which  is  placed  on 
the  second  row  of  hu’ge  scales  below  the dor.sal  slieath. 
y.  First  two  dorsal  spices  joined  by  membrane  to  the 
others,  and  inserted  nearly  above  base  of  pectorals. 
z.  Upper  anterior  i)rofile  of  head  not  trenchant,  the 
curve  of  head  not  parabolic;  the  cheeks  not 
very  deep.  Xovaculichthys,  643. 

zz.  Upper  anterior  profile  of  liead  sliari)ly  trencliant 
its  curve  parabolic;  cheeks  very  deep,  the  eye 
near  upper  profile.  Xykichthys,  644. 

yy.  First  two  dorsal  spines  detached  from  the  others  and 
inserted  on  or  close  behind  the  occiput. 

INIISTIUS,  645. 

627.  CENTRO  LA  BRUS,  Giintber. 

(Kock  Cooks.) 

Centrolabru.s,  Gl'N'THER,  Cat.  Fish.  Brit.  Mus.,  iv,  92, 1862  (exoletus). 

Body  oblong,  covered  tvitb  moderate-sized  scales;  cbeeks  and  opercles 
scaly;  preopercle  serrate;  teetb  in  a single  series;  moiitb  small;  dorsal 
bn  nearly  scaleless;  anal  spines  4 to  6;  dorsal  spines  16  to  21.  This  genus 
contains  2 or  3 species,  found  on  tbe  coasts  of  Europe,  one  of  them  rang- 
ing farther  to  the  uortb  than  any  other  Labroid  bsb.  {newpoy,  spine; 
Lahrus,  an  allied  genus). 
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19S3.  C'EXTROLABRUS  EXOLETUS  (Linniieus). 

(Rock  Cook.) 

Head  4^ ; depth  34^.  D,  XYII  to  XX,  6 ; A.  \ , 7 or  8 ; scales  3-33-10.  Body 
rather  robust;  the  snout  of  moderate  length,  about  34  in  head;  mouth 
very  small,  its  cleft  reaching  barely  halfway  to  front  of  eye;  eye  rather 
large ; dorsal  spines  low,  the  soft  rays  somewhat  higher,  hut  lower  than 
the  anal;  caudal  rounded.  Three  rows  of  scales  on  cheek.  Color  rich 
brown,  the  sides  shaded  with  yellow;  narrow  yellow  lines  along  the  rows 
of  scales;  a dark  spot  on  eye  above;  2 blue  bauds  from  eye  to  angle  of 
mouth,  and  2 more  across  preopercle;  no  black  spot  behind  eye;  a dull 
bluish  mark  on  operele;  lins  yellowish  silvery;  a line  of  dark  marks  along 
spinous  dorsal;  caudal  Avith  a black  base  and  a Avhite  outer  margin. 
(Day.)  Coasts  of  northern  Europe,  south  to  Cornwall;  abundant  in  Nor- 
way; said  by  F abricius  to  range  occasionally  westward  to  Greenland;  the 
most  arctic  of  all  species  of  Lahridw.  (croZeia-s,  antiquated;  said  to  be  in 
allusion  to  the  anomalous  number  of  5 spines  in  the  anal.) 

Labrus  exoletus,  Linn.5;us,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  x,  287, 1758,  Atlantic  Ocean ; Fabricius,  Fauna 
Grdnlaudica,  166, 1780. 

Labrus  pentacanthus,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iii,  503, 1803;  after  Lixn^us. 
Grenilabrus  microstoma  (Couch)  Thompson,  Proe.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1837,  55,  Cornwall. 
Acantholabrus  exoletus,  Clwier  A;  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  247, 1839;  Collett, 
Xorges  Fiske,  94. 

Centrolabrus  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  92 ; Day,  Fish.  Gt.  Britain,  267;  Jordan,  Review 

Labroid  Fishes,  605, 1890. 

628.  TAUTOGOLABRUS,  Giinther. 


(CUNNKUS.) 

Tautogolahrus,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.  Brit.  ^lus.,  iv,  89, 1862  (burgall  — adspersus). 

Body  oblong,  not  elevated,  comparatively  slender  and  compressed;  head 
moderate,  more  or  less  pointed,  but  the  jaws  not  notably  produced;  teetli 
in  the  jaws  in  several  series,  the  outermost  t'ery  strong;  the  teeth  unequal, 
conical  and  pointed;  no  posterior  canines.  Cheeks  with  small  scales; 
opercles  with  large  ones;  interopercles  naked;  preopercle  with  the  Aerti- 
cal  limb  hnel}'  serrated.  Braiichiostegals  5.  Gill  membranes  considerably 
united,  free  from  the  isthmus;  gill  rakers  short.  Scales  moderate,  35  to  .50 
in  the  lateral  line;  lateral  line  continuous,  abruptly  bent  opposite  pos- 
terior part  of  second  dorsal;  dorsal  long  and  low,  the  spinous  portion 
much  longer  than  the  soft,  of  18  or  19  low,  subequal,  rather  strong  spines; 
soft  dorsal  slightly  eleA^ated;  anal  fin  similar  to  soft  dorsal,  with  3 strong 
graduated  spines;  caudal  truncate ; pectorals  short,  the  A^entrals  inserted 
behind  their  axils.  Species  2,  both  American — Tautogolahrus  hrandaonis 
from  Brazil,  and  the  following.  This  genus  is  A'ery  close  to  the  European 
genus  Ctenolal)rus,  differing  in  the  less  perfect  squamation  of  the  head  and 
in  the  greater  number  of  dorsal  spines  and  A'ertebrie,  (Tautoga:  Labrus, 
related  genera,  from  the  Latin  lahrum,  lip). 
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1984.  TAl  TO(iOLABRlS  ADSPKRSrS  (Walljaum). 

(CfNNER;  ChOGSET;  BlUE  PERCH  ; BeRGALL;  BERG-GYLT.) 

Head  3^  to  ; depth  3 to  34.  D.  XVIII,  10;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  6-46-12; 
vertebric  17+19  = 36;  eye  44  in  head;  pectoral  2;  highest  dorsal  spine 
2|;  highest  dorsal  rays  2 ; third  anal  spine  24.  Body  rather  rohnst ; head 
moderately  pointed,  much  less  obtuse  than  in  Tauio<fa;  snout  moderate, 
longer  than  eye;  month  moderate,  maxillary  about  reaching  front  of  eye; 
5 canines  in  front  of  upper  jaw,  about  4 in  lower,  the  teeth  on  sides  of  jaw 
enlarging  anteriorly ; bands  of  small  concave  teeth  behind  canines;  gill 
rakers  very  short,  about  6+11;  scales  rather  small;  top  of  head,  preor- 
l)ital,  maxillary,  lower  jaw,  interopercle,  and  posterior  edge  of  preopercle 
and  opercle  naked;  preopercle  with  about  5 rows  of  small  scales;  opercle 
with  4 or  5 rows  of  larger  ones;  fins  naked.  Color  livid  blue,  shaded  with 
brownish  above  and  with  more  or  less  of  a brassy  luster  on  sides;  head 
and  back  sometinn^s  si»otted  with  brassy;  young  with  darker  blotches  and 
markings,  and  often  a black  blotch  near  middle  of  dorsal  fin.  Extremely 
variable  in  shades  of  coloration.  This  little  fish  is  exceedingly  abundant 
about  rocks  and  wharves  near  shore  in  th(;  regions  wliere  it  is  found.  It 
reaches  a length  of  about  10  inches,  being  too  small  to  have  much  value 
as  food,  although  its  flesh  is  of  excellent  flavor.  These  fishes,  although 
performing  a useful  duty  as  scavengers,  are  a pest  to  the  fishermen  from 
their  habit  of  nibbling  the  bait  from  their  hooks.  Atlantic  coasts  of 
Xorth  America,  from  Labrador  to  Sandy  Hook.  {ads2)ei'SU8,  besprinkled.) 

Burgall,  Sciiopf,  Gesellsch.  Xatiirf.  Preunde,  viil,  155,  1788,  New  York. 

Labrus  adspersus.  AValbaum,  Artedi  Piscinm,  254,  1792;  after  Burgall  of  Schopf. 

Tautoga  niger,  Mitchill,  Report,  in  part,  on  the  Fishes  of  New  York,  23,  1814,  New  York. 
Tautoga  ccerulea,  Mitchill,  Report,  in  part,  Fisho.s  of  New  York,  24,  1814,  New  York. 
Labrus  chogset,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  N.  Y.,  i,  1815,  402,  pi.  3,  f.  2,  New  York. 
Labrus  chogset fulva,  Mitchill,  1.  c.,  403,  1815,  New  York. 

Ctenlabrus  uninotatus,  Cuvihr  & Yalenciexnes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xni,  239,  1839,  New 
York;  young;  De  Kay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  174,  pi.  29,  f.  90,  1842;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  IV,  90,  1862. 

Ctenolabrxis  burgall,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  90,  1862,  Canada. 

Ctenolabrus  chogset,  Cuvier  <fc  Yalenciexnes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  237, 1839. 

Ctenolabrus  cceruleus,  De  Kay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  172,  pi.  29,  f.  93, 1842. 
Tautogolabrus  adspersxis.  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  87. 

Ctenolabrus  acb’per.sw.9,  Stearns,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1883,  123;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Syn- 
opsis, 599,  1883;  GoODE,  Nat.  Hist.  Aquat.  Auim.,  273, 1884 ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid 
Fishes,  623, 1890. 

629.  TAUTOGA,  Mitchill. 

(Tautogs.) 

Hiatula,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ii,  .522, 1800  (hiatula) ; name  preoccui)ied  by  Eiatula, 
Modeer,  1793,  a genus  of  Mollusks. 

Tautoga,  AIitchill,  Report,  in  part.  Fish.  New  York,  23, 1814  {tautoga). 

Body  long,  not  elevated  nor  greatly  compressed.  Head  large,  nearly  as 
deep  as  long,  with  a convex  profile.  Mouth  rather  small.  Teeth  very 
strong,  conical,  in  2 series ; the  outer  somewhat  incisor-like ; the  2 anterior 
teeth  in  each  jaw  strong;  the  posterior  teeth  small,  without  canines.  Eye 
3030 22 
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small,  high  lip.  Cheeks  with  small  scales;  iuteropercle  naked;  opercles 
naked,  except  above;  scales  on  body  rather  small,  in  about  60  transverse 
series,  those  on  ventral  region  reduced  in  size;  lateral  line  continuous, 
abruptly  decnrved  opposite  the  end  of  the  soft  dorsal.  Dorsal  tin  long, 
low,  continuous,  the  spinous  part  much  the  longer,  with  about  16  low, 
strong,  subequal  spines,  each  with  a small  cutaneous  appendage  at  tip ; 
soft  dorsal  higher  than  spinous;  anal  similar  to  soft  dorsal,  with  3 stout, 
graduated  spines;  pectorals  broad  and  rather  short;  caudal  short,  trun- 
cate. with  rounded  angles;  the  soft  parts  of  the  vertical  fins  with  the 
membranes  somewhat  scaly;  ventrals  conspicuously  behind  pectorals. 
Branchiostegals  5.  Gill  rakers  very  short  and  feeble ; gill  membranes 
somewhat  connected,  free  from  the  isthmus.  Vertebr;v  16  + 1^  = 34.  This 
genus  contains  a single  species,  a large  dull-colored  Labroid,  abundant 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States.  (A  latinization  of  the  ver- 
nacular name  ^^Tautog,”  which  is  of  Indian  origin.) 

1985.  T.VUTOliA  OMTIS  (Limireus). 

(Tautog;  Black-fish  ; Oyster  fish.) 

Head  3h  to  34;  depth  2f  to  3.  1).  XYl,  10;  A.  Ill,  8;  eye  5^  in  head; 

snout  3;  pectoral  If;  ventral  2;  highest  dorsal  spine  3;  highest  dorsal  ray 
If;  third  anal  spine  3;  highest  anal  ray  If;  scales  14-60-25.  Body  some- 
what deep  and  compressed;  profile  moderately  steep,  well  rounded  from 
snout  to  dorsal;  maxillary  reaching  the  vertical  from  anterior  nostril; 
jaws  about  equal,  with  2 or  3 large  canines  and  smaller  ones  on  the  side, 
which  gradually  diminish  in  size  backward;  gill  rakers  very  short  and 
blunt,  about  3-1-6)  a patch  of  small  scales  behind  eye  extending  down- 
ward to  middle  of  cheek,  where  there  are  5 or  6 series,  head  and  opercles 
otherwise  naked;  pectorals  broad  and  rounded,  not  quite  reaching  tips  of 
ventrals ; soft  dorsal  higher  than  spinous ; caudal  truncate  or  slightly 
rounded.  Color  blackish  or  greenish;  the  young  usually  with  about  3 
pairs  of  dark  bars  connected  by  reticulations;  adult  often  nearly  plain 
blackish;  chin  white;  eye  greenish.  The  tautog  is  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able food-fishes  of  the  Atlantic  coast.  It  is  generally  abundant  within  its 
range,  and  its  flesh  is  of  superior  quality.  The  largest  specimen  known, 
according  to  Dr.  Goode,  had  a length  of  about  3 feet.  Atlantic  coasts  of 
the  United  States,  from  New  Brunswick  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
about  rocks  and  kelp  in  shallow  water;  Xew  Brunswick  (Goode);  Casco 
Bay  and  Freeport,  Maine  (Kendall).  (oKzrz?,  a kind  of  plant;  applica- 
tion unexplained.) 

Labrus  onitis,  Lixx.nus,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  x,  286,  1758;  Ed.  xii,  478,1766:  tyi>e  locality  not 
given. 

Labrus  hiatula,  Lixxlkus,  Syst.  Kat.,  Ed.  xii,  475,  1766.  Carolina  (Coll.  Dr.  Garden); 

JORDAX,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1885,  396;  note  on  Lixx.nrs’  type. 

Labrus  co  rob'm/s,  Boxx.\.terre,  Tableau  Encyclop^d.  et  Method.,  Iclitbyologie,  113, 1788, 
Carolina ; after  Lixx.KUS. 

Labr^ls  blackjish,  Schopf.  Sebrift  der  Gesellsch.  Natur.  Freunde,  viii.  156, 1788,  New  York. 
Labrus  subfuscus,  YTalbaum,  Artedi  Piscium,  254, 1792 ; after  Schopf. 

Labrus  tessellatus.  Bloch.  Icbthyologia,  pi.  291. 1792,  Norway. 

niatulo  fjardc7iiana,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  Il,  522, 1800,  Carolina  ; after  Labrus  hia- 
tula, LIXX.ECS. 
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Labriis  americanuf,  Bloch  & Schneidek,  Syst.  Ichth.,  261, 1801 ; after  Schopf. 

Labrus  tautoga,  Mitchill,  Traus.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1815,  399,  Long  Island;  Rhode  Island; 
Cape  Cod  ; Sandy  Hook. 

Labnis  tautoga  fusca,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1815,  402,  New  York, 

Labrus  tautoga  rubens,  Mitchill,  1.  c.,  1815, 402,  New  York. 

Labrus  tautoga  alia,  Mitchill,  1.  c.,  1815, 402,  New  York. 

Tautoga  tessellata,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  315, 1839;  after  Bloch. 
Tautoga  americana,T>K  Kay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  175,  pi.  14,  fig.  39,  1842;  Stoker, 
Hist.  Fish.  Mass.,  276, 1867. 

Tautoga  ouitis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  88,  1862;  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1878, 
374;  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  87;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  600,  1883; 
Goode,  Nat.  Hist.  Aquat.  Anim.,  268, 1884. 

Uiatula  onitis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  936, 1883;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886, 
28;  Jordan,  Review  Lahroid  Fishes,  625, 1890. 

Uiatula  hiatula,  Qoove  &.  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1885,  201 ; note  on  typo  of  Labrus 
hiatula. 


630.  LACHNOLAIMUS,  Cuvier  A Valeiieieiines, 
(Capitaines.) 

Lachnolaimus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss...  xiii,  274,  1839  {aigula^maxi- 
mus) . 

Ijaclmolceinus,  Gunther;  corrected  .spelling. 

Body  strougly  coiupressed,  the  back  sharp  and  elevated,  tlie  profile  long 
and  steep.  Snout  sharp;  mouth  low,  horizontal,  the  jaws  narrow;  pre- 
maxillary slipping  under  the  membranaceous  edge  of  the  very  broad  pre- 
orbital, which  is  twice  the  depth  of  thii  (;ye.  Teeth  in  front  prominent, 
canine-like,  in  a single  series;  no  posterior  canines.  Cheeks  and  opercles 
with  imbricat(5  scales;  scales  of  moderate  size,  thin,  adherent;  lateral  line 
complete.  Dorsal  with  14  spines,  the  first  3 strong,  falcate,  produced  in 
long  streamers  in  the  adult,  the  membranes  between  these  spines  very 
low,  the  filamentous  tips  longer  than  the  head;  other  spines  all  low, grad- 
ually shorter  to  the  eleventh;  second  dorsal  and  anal  mueh  produced; 
caudal  lobes  falcate ; third  anal  sinue  strong ; pectorals  and  ventrals  short. 
This  genus  contains  a single  specie.s,  a large,  showy  fish  of  tropical  Amer- 
ica, remarkable  for  the  long  streamer-like  filaments  on  the  dorsal  spines. 
{Xdxyyj  down,  velvet;  Aaz//dc,  throat,  the  pharyngeal  bones  being  only 
partly  provided  with  teeth,  and  tin;  ri'st  of  their  surface  with  a velvety 
membrane.) 

I9S(}.  LA(TI\OL.VI.in  S M.VXIMl  S (Walbaum). 

(HoOFISH;  (jABITAINE;  BeRRO  PeKRO.) 

Head  3;  depth  2^.  1).  XIV,  11  or  12 ; A.  Ill,  11;  eye  4 in  head;  snout  24; 
filamentous  dorsal  spines  A longer  than  head;  iiectoral  14  in  head,  equal 
to  ventrals;  highest  dorsal  ray  1^;  third  anal  spine  24;  longest  anal  rays 
14;  scales  8-39-13. 

Body  deep,  strongly  compressed,  the  back  much  elevated,  the  profile 
long  and  steep,  slightly  concave  before  eye ; snout  sharp ; maxillary  reach- 
ing to  anterior  origin  of  pupil;  canine  teeth  prominent ; 4 sharp  canines 
in  front  of  ujiper  jaw,  2 in  the  sides  of  lower  jaw,  2 small  conical  teeth 
between  them;  filamentous  dorsal  spine  reaching  to  last  rays  of  soft 
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dorsal;  pectoral  uot  wide,  its  upper  rays  the  longest,  its  posterior  end 
sharp  above,  not  reaching  to  end  of  ventrals,  which  reach  about  to  A eut: 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  similar,  pointed  behind  ; caudal  lunate.  Top  of  head, 
preorbital,  maxillary,  and  lower  jaw  naked;  cheek  with  about  6 rows 
of  small  scales,  opercle  with  about  5 rows  ; small  scales  on  interoper- 
eles.  Color  reddish  gray,  varying  to  brick  red;  some  of  the  scales  olive 
green  at  base;  cheeks  greenish,  head  mottled;  a large  round  blue  black 
blotch  at  base  of  last  rays  of  soft  dorsal;  caudal  grayish,  with  3 rows 
of  dull  olive  spots ; anal  similarly  colored ; an  undulate  blue  line  below 
eye ; adult  male  with  vertical  tins  blackish  at  base,  the  black  forming  a 
crescent  on  the  caudal;  frontal  region  from  snout  to  occiput  abruptly 
blackish.  The  variations  in  the  giound  color  are  considerable,  older  fishes 
and  fishes  taken  in  deep  water  being  much  redder  thau  small  fishes  or 
fishes  taken  from  grassy  bottoms.  One  of  the  latter,  1 foot  in  length,  was 
gray,  violaceous  above,  each  scale  olive  green  at  base;  lower  parts  tinged 
with  creamy  orange;  head  more  purplish,  mottled  with  olive;  cheeks 
greenish;  an  nndulate  blue  line  below  eye,  below  which  are  purplish  reti- 
culations; long  spines  of  the  dorsal  fin  greenish  at  base,  orange  at  tip ; soft 
dorsal  similar,  a large  black  blotch  at  its  base  ; caudal  grayish,  with  3 
rows  of  dull  olive  spots;  anal  similarly  colored;  pectoral  light  orange: 
ventrals  blackish  at  tip,  reddish  at  base.  Deep-water  fishes  are  brick 
red  or  orange  red,  the  degrees  of  redness  being  very  variable,  the  markings 
constant.  The  adult  male  has  further,  the  vertical  fins  all  blackish  at 
base,  the  black  forming  a crescent  on  the  caudal ; frontal  region  from  snout 
to  occiput  abruptly  blackish;  lower  jaw  light  yellow.  The  male  fish  has 
the  cleft  of  the  mouth  very  much  wider  than  the  female.  These  large- 
mouthed hogfish  are  thought  by  many  fishermen  to  belong  to  a difierent 
species.  One  specimen  had  4 elongate  spines  in  the  dorsal.  Vertebric 
12  + 1”  = 29.  Length  2 feet.  'West  Indies;  abundant  north  to  Key  West 
and  Bermuda,  about  reefs  and  rocks.  This  large  and  showy  species  is 
generally  common  in  the  West  Indies.  It  reaches  sometimes  a weight  of 
12  to  15  pounds,  and  is  generally  esteemed  as  a food-fish.  It  changes  much 
in  the  course  of  its  growth,  aud  has  thus  received  several  specific  names. 
(maj-iimis.  largest.) 

Suillu-s  (The  Great  Hogfish),  Catesbt,  Xat.  Hist.  Carolina,  pi.  15. 175‘1.  Bahamas. 

Labrui  maiimui,  Wat-Bacm.  A.rtedi  Pisoinm.  261, 1792;  after  Catesbv. 

Lachnciairnus  CcvLEB,  Eegne  Animal.  Ed.  n.  Tol.  2.  257,  1829:  after  Catesbv ; 

CrviEB  A:  Y ALEXCIEXXES.  Blst.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiii.  283.  1839;  PoEY,  Enumeratio,  105. 
1875 : Beax  A:  Dresel.  Proc.  E.  S.  Xat.  Mns.  1884. 153. 

Lachnolaimus  ai(tula.  Cyviee  A:  Y alexciexxes.  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiu,  277, 1839,  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. 

Laehnolaimus  dux.  Ceater  A:  Y.xt.exCIEXXES.  Hist.  2Sat.  Poiss.,  xin,  285. 1839,  Martinique. 
Lachnolaimus  caninus,  Ccvier  A;  Yalexciexxes.  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xui.  288.  1839.  St. 

Thomas  ; San  Domingo  ; POET.  Synopsis.  330. 1868.  Havana. 

Lachnolaimus  psittacus,  CrviER  A:  Yaeenciexxes.  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss..  xui.  291,  1839,  Porto 
Rico. 

Lachnolaimus  falcatus.  GCxther,  Cat.,  iv,  87,  1862:  after  Labrus  falcatus  L..  but  the  Lin- 
nieajifalcatus  is  a Trachinotus;  Goode,  Bull.  E.  .S.  Nat.  Mus.,  v,  36,  ls76;  Jordan'  A: 
GmBERT,  Synopsis.  601.  1883;  .Jordan'  A:  Gubert,  Proc.  E.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  134; 
Goode.  Nat.  Hist.  Aquat.  Anim.,  275. 1884 ; Stearn'.^.  Nat.  Hist.  Aquat.  Anim.,  275, 1884. 
Lachnoltemus  maximus,  .Jordan',  Proc.  E.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  18-84.  546:  .Jordan,  Proc.  E.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.  1886.  45;  Jordan,  Eeview  Labroid  Fishes,  626. 1890. 
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631.  HARPE,  Lacep^^de. 

(Lady-fishes.) 

Bodianus,  Bloch.  IchthyoL,  iv,  33,  1790  (hodianus;  giUtatus,  etc.),  in  part;  restriited  by 
Cuvier  to  Bodianus  guttatus,  one  of  the  Serranidce. 

Tlarpe,  Lac^pede,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  426, 1802  {cceruleo-aureus=rufus). 

Cossyphus,  Cuvier  & Yalexciexnes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  102,  1839  (bodianus=rufus) ; 
name  preoccupied  by  Cossyphtis,  Fabricius,  1792,  a genus  of  Coleoptera,  and  by  Cossy- 
phus, Dumeril.  1802,  a genus  of  birds. 

Crenilabrus,  Swainson,  Xat.  Hist.  Class’n  Fislies,  li,  1839  {verres=rufics) ; not  Crenilabrus  of 
Cuvier. 

TJarpe,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863, 222  (bodianus=rufus). 

Bodianus,  Poey,  Repertorio,  ii,  331, 1867  (bodiamis). 

Body  robust,  moderately  compre.ssed,  covered  with  firm  scales  of  vary- 
ing size,  about  33  in  the  course  of  the  lateral  line,  which  is  continuous. 
Head  rather  pointed  in  the  young,  becoming  very  deep  and  convex  in  the 
adult  from  the  development  of  adipose  tissue  on  the  top  of  the  head. 
Opercle,  subopercle,  interopercle,  and  cheeks  scaly,  preopercle  naked; 
preopercle  minutely  serrulate,  usually  becoming  entire  with  age.  Mouth 
rather  large.  Jaws  each  with  4 strong,  conical,  somewhat  compressed 
canines  in  front,  the  lateral  teeth  similar,  but  much  smaller,  coalescentat 
base  with  each  other,  and  with  small  granular  teeth,  so  that  the  surface 
of  the  jaws  is  bony;  upper  jaw  Avith  strong  posterior  canines,  directed 
forward.  Dorsal  fin  with  about  12  low  spines,  each  portion  with  a scaly 
sheath  at  base,  the  rays  naked;  anal  with  3 spines,  the  spines  rather 
strong;  lobes  of  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  more  or  less  produced  in  the 
adult  ventrals  inserted  directly  below  pectorals.  Gill  membranes 
slightly  connected.  Vertebrae  11  + 17  = 28.  Coarse,  brightly  colored 
fishes,  inhabiting  tropical  seas,  {dpitjj,  scythe;  in  allusion  to  the  falcate 
fins.) 

a.  Color  in  life  not  red;  male  blue,  with  a yellow  patch  behind  the  pectoral  fin,  which 
has  a large  dark  spot  on  its  extremity;  bead,  tail,  and  fins  bright  red,  their 
tips  black  and  j ellow;  forehead  very  gibbous  in  the  adult.  Female  brownish 
yellow;  a dark  band  commences  behind  the  snout  and  is  divided  into  2 
behind  the  eye,  the  upper  portion  running  along  the  back  and  nearly  joining 
its  fellow  from  the  other  side  on  the  back  of  the  free  portion  of  the  tail,  while 
the  lower  crosses  the  angle  of  the  operculum  and  is  continued  on  to  the  middle 
of  the  tail,  terminating  near  the  caudal  and  alternating  with  2 spots  behind 
the  base  of  the  caudal  fin;  fins  yellowish  or  orange.  Forehead  scarcely  gib- 
bous in  tlie  adult.  diplotjenia,  1987. 

aa.  Color  chietiy  red,  without  dark  bands  or  stripes. 

b.  Pectorals  immaculate. 

c.  Body  without  dark  cross  band,  or  conspicuous  pale  blotch. 

d.  General  color  violet  red  above  and  anteriorh’,  yellow  or  orange  behind 
and  below;  lower  part  of  sides  and  jiosterior  part  of  body  yellow- 
ish orange;  upper  part  of  head  and  body  (as  far  back  as  a line 
adjoining  ba.se  of  pectoral  and  soft  dorsal)  violet  red;  middle  of 
caudal,  bases  of  pectorals  and  A'entrals,  and  most  of  anal  violace- 
ous ; fins  a little  less  produced  than  in  II.  diplotcenia.  rufa,  1988. 


-This  character  distiuguishe.s  Harpe  from  Diastodon,  Bowdich,  (Exc.  Madeira,  1825, 
238),  —Lepidoplois  Gill,  an  Old  World  genus  with  the  A'ertical  tins  low. 


15S2 


Bulletin  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


dd.  General  color  vermilion,  vritli  two  large,  irregular,  black  blotches  on 
the  back  and  dorsal  fin,  the  anterior  on  the  first  6 dorsal  spines, 
the  posterior  extending  over  the  whole  soft  dorsal  and  over  a por- 
tion of  the  back  of  the  tail;  snout  pointed,  with  the  upper  profile 
slightly  concave ; head  longer  than  high;  caudal  emarginate. 

ECLANCHERI,  1989. 

bb.  Pectorals  with  a large  dark  blue  spot  towards  the  tip ; color  carmine  red;  fins 
edged  Avith  darker ; base  of  pectorals  whitish ; side  of  body  with  a pale 
rose-colored  band ; dorsal  fin  Ioav  ; A entrals  reaching  vent ; snoirt  sharp. 

PULCHELIJt,  1990. 


1987.  HARPE  DIPEOT.EMA,  Gill. 

Head  about  3;  depth  3 to  (mcluding-  scaly  dorsal  sheath).  D.  XII, 
11;  A.  Ill,  13;  scales  5-33-12. 

Male:  Forehead  very  gibbous  in  the  adult;  a large,  rounded,  fleshy  pad 
on  the  forehead  of  the  adult  male,  overhanging  the  snout  slightly,  and 
about  3 times  the  width  of  the  eye  in  height;  preopercle  entire,  or  very 
slightly  crenulated;  eye  a little  less  than  6 in  head,  which  is  about  3 to 
3k  in  length;  lower  lip  extending  downwards  in  a loose  flap  on  each  side 
to  below  the  chin  in  the  adult,  AA’hich  has  a fleshy  mass  below;  all  the 
fins  (except  the  pectorals)  elongate  in  the  adult,  the  dorsal  nearly  reach- 
ing, and  the  anal  extending  beyond,  the  median  caudal  rays;  external 
caudal  rays  twice,  or  more,  as  long  as  the  median  ; in  large  specimens  the 
ventrals  extend  to  posterior  end  of  base  of  anal.  In  life,  blue,  with  a yel- 
low patch  behind  the  pectoral  flu,  which  has  a large  dark  spot  on  its 
extremity;  head,  tail,  and  fins  bright  red,  their  tips  black  and  yellow. 

Female:  Forehead  scarcely  gibbous  in  the  adult;  preopercle  entire  or 
slightly  crenulated;  eye  6 in  head,  which  is  about  equal  to  depth;  verti- 
cal fins  elongate  in  the  adult,  the  dorsal  extending  nearly  to,  and  the  anal 
beyond,  the  median  caudal  rays,  which  are  k as  loug  as  the  external  rays. 
Color  brownish  yellow;  a dark  band  commences  behind  the  snout  and  is 
divided  into  2 behind  the  eye,  the  upper  portion  running  along  the  back 
and  nearly  joining  its  fellow  from  the  other  side  on  the  back  of  the  free 
portion  of  the  tail,  while  the  lower  crosses  the  angle  of  the  operculum 
and  is  continued  on  to  the  middle  of  the  tail,  terminating  near  the  caudal 
and  alternatiug  with  2 spots  behind  the  base  of  the  caudal  fin;  fins  yel- 
lowish or  orange. 

Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America,  about  rocky  islands;  not  rare,  but  not 
easily  taken;  known  from  Cape  San  Lucas,  Panama,  the  Revillagigedo 
Islands,  and  the  Venados  at  Mazatlau.  {diTtA-Oos,  double;  raivia,  baud, 
from  the  coloration  of  the  female.) 

JTarpe  diplotcenia,  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xal.  Sci.  Pfiila.  1862,  140,  female,  Cape  San  Lucas, 
(Coll.  Xantus) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882,  367  (note  onJT.  diplo- 
icenia  Gill) ; Jordan,  licAueAv  Labroid  Fishes,  29, 1890. 

ITarpe  pectoralis,  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,141,  male.  Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll. 

Xantus) ; Jordan  A Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882,  367  (note  on  type). 

Cossyphus  pectoralis,  Glnther.  Cat.,  iv,  110,  1862. 

Cossyphus  diplotoenia,  Gunther,  Cat.,  Ia-,  110, 1862. 

Bodianits  pectoralis,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1885. 384. 

Bodianus  diplotoenia,  Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1885, 384. 
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19S8.  HARPE  RUFA  (Linna?iis). 

(Lady-fish  ; Spa>'ish  Lady-fish  ; Spanish  Hogfish  ; Pudiaxo  ; Perro  Colorado.  ) 

Head  34;  depth  nearly  3.  D.  XII,  9;  A.  Ill,  11  or  12;  scales  5-32-13; 
snout  3i  in  head.  Head  longer  than  high ; snout  pointed;  preopercle  den- 
ticulate; fins  a little  less  produced  than  in  H.  diplotania.  General  color, 
violet  red  above  and  anteriorly,  yellow  or  orange  behind  and  below; 
lower  part  of  sides  and  posterior  part  of  body  yellowish  orange;  upper 
part  of  head  and  body  (as  far  hack  as  a line  joining  base  of  pectoral  and 
soft  dorsal)  violet  red;  middle  of  caudal,  bases  of  pectoral  and  veutrals, 
and  most  of  anal,  violaceous.  Length  2 feet.  A handsomely  colored  fish, 
generally  common  in  the  West  Indies,  about  islands  and  reefs;  north  to 
Key  West,  Kermuda  and  St.  Paul  Rocks;  south  to  Rio  Janeiro;  our  speci- 
mens are  from  Havana,  {rufus,  yellowish  red.) 

Pudia;io  Marcgrave,  Hi.st.  Bras.,  ] 45, 146, 1648,  Brazil;  on  a drawing  by  Prince 

Maurice  of  Xassau. 

Turdus  flavus  (the  Hogfish),  Catesby,  Xat.  Hist.  Carolina,  ll,  pi.  2,  fig.  1, 1743,  Bahamas. 
Labrua  rufus,  Lixx^us,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  x.  284, 1758,  and  Ed.  xil,  475,  1766;  after  Catesby  ; 

Goode  & Beax,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1885, 200  (note  on  Liunaean  .specimen.) 

Perro  Colorado,  P.arba,  Descr.  Dif.  Piez.  Hist.  Xat.  Cuba,  3,  lam.  3,  tig.  1, 1787,  Havana. 

Z/odinnui,  Bloch,  Ichth.,  vii,  24,  pi.  223,  1790,  Brazil;  from  a drawing  by  Prince 
Maurice,  the  same  used  by  Marcgrave. 

Lutjanm  verres,  Bloch,  Ichthyol.,  pi.  255, 1791,  locality  uncertain. 

Sparus  falcatus,  Bloch,  Ichthyol.,  jd.  258,  1791;  after  a drawing  by  Plumier,  made  at 
Martinique. 

Labrus  semirt<6er,  Lacepede,  Z.  c.,  iii,  428, 1802.  Rio  Janeiro;  from  notes  bj*  Commersox. 
liodianus  blochii,  LACEptoE,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  279, 290. 1803 ; after  Bodianus  bodianus, 
Bloch. 

Harpe  coeruleo-aiireus,  Lacepede.  Z.  c.,  426, 427,  pi.  8,  fig.  2, 1803,  Martinique;  from  the  draw- 
ing of  PLU3IIER,  used  by  Bloch. 

Cossyphus  bodianus.  Cuvier  Sc  Valexciexxes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  103, 1839. 

Cossyphus  verres,  Castelxau,  Anim.  Xouv.  ou  Hares  Ameriqne  du  Sad,  Ichth.,  27, 1855. 
Cossyphus  rufus,  Guxther,  Cat.,  iv,  108, 1862 ; Guxther,  Shore-Fishes,  Challenger,  14, 1880. 
Harpe  ru/a.  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Mat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  222;  Goode,  Fishes  Bermudas,  37,  1876; 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  601, 1883;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  629, 1890. 
Bodianus  rufus,  Poey,  Repertorio,  ll,  331,  1867;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1884.  148; 
Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1886, 45. 

19S9.  HARPE  ECLAXtHERI  (Valenciennes). 

Head  34;  depth  3.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  32.  Snout  pointed  with 
the  upper  profile  slightly  coucave ; head  longer  than  high ; dorsal  and 
anal  fins  produced;  caudal  emarginate.  General  color  vermilion,  with  2 
large,  irregular,  black  blotches  on  the  back  and  dorsal  fin,  the  anterior  on 
the  first  6 dorsal  spines,  the  posterior  extending  over  the  whole  soft  dorsal 
and  over  a portion  of  the  back  of  the  tail.  (Valenciennes).  This  species 
is  known  from  Valenciennes’s  description  and  figure  only.  It  much 
resembles  Harpe  rufa,  apparently  ditiering  only  in  color.  Galapagos 
Islands.  (Named  for  M.  Eclancher.) 

Cossyphus  eclancheri,  Valencien'NES.  Voy.  V4nu3,  Zool.,  340,  Poiss.,  pi.  8,  fig.  2,  plates,  1846; 

text,  1855,  Galapagos  Islands;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  108, 1862. 

Harpe  eclancheri,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  630, 1890. 
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1990.  HARPE  PLLCHELLA  (Poey). 

Head  4f ; depth  4f.  D.  XII,  9;  A.  Ill,  12.  Dorsal  tin  low;  fins  some- 
what produced;  ventrals  reaching  vent;  snout  sharp;  pectorals  with  a 
large  dark-blue  spot  toward  the  tip;  color  carmine  red,  tins  edged  with 
darker;  base  of  pectorals  whitish;  side  of  body  with  a paler  rose-colored 
band.  (Poey.)  Cuba;  known  to  ns  solely  through  Poey’s  descriptions. 
{piiJchelliis,  pretty.) 

Cossyphus pidchellus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  208,  1860,  Havana;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  108,1862. 
Bodianns  jiulchellus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  232,  459,  1868. 

Harpe  pulchella,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  630,  1890. 


632.  DECODON,  Giiuther. 

Decodon.  Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.  Brit.  Mus.,  iv,  101,  1862  (puellaris). 

Body  moderately  compressed,  oblong,  covered  with  large  scales ; head 
oblong;  cheeks,  opercles,  and  lower  limb  of  preopercle  scaly,  the  poste- 
rior limb  being  naked;  base  of  dorsal  and  anal  not  scaly;  lateral  line 
continuous.  Teeth  essentially  as  in  Harpe,  those  of  the  jaw  in  a single 
series;  4 canines  in  the  front  of  each  jaw;  a posterior  canine  on  each 
premaxillary.  Dorsal  Avith  11  spines;  anal  Avith  3.  Vertebne  12-}- 16  — 28. 
Intermediate  between  Bodianus  and  Trocliocopus,  having  the  large  scales 
of  the  former  and  the  naked  tins  of  the  latter.  A single  species,  a small 
fish  belonging  to  the  West  Indian  fauna.  It  is  closely  related  to  Harpe. 
{dexa,  ten;  udov<;,  tooth;  there  being  10  canines.) 

1991.  DECODOA  PIELLARIS  (Poey). 

Head  3i;  depth  4.  D.  XI,  10;  A.  HI,  10;  scales  24-30-8;  vertebrae 
12-}- 16=28.  Body  moderately  compressed,  oblong;  head  oblong;  cheeks, 
opercles,  and  lower  limb  of  preopercle  scaly,  the  posterior  limb  being 
naked;  teeth  uniserial;  4 canines  in  the  front  of  each  jaw;  maxillary 
reaching  a little  beyond  eye,  Avhich  is  as  wide  as  the  interorbital  space, 
shorter  than  snout;  edge  of  preopercle  minutely  denticulated;  caudal 
emarginate;  A^entrals  not  reaching  A^ent;  color,  according  to  Poey,  rose 
red,  with  3 large  red  blotches;  head  with  seA^eral  pearl-colored  streaks 
(yellow  in  life);  a transverse  one  between  the  nostrils;  2 oblique  ones 
running  from  orbit  toAvard  subopercle,  and  a broad  one  from  angle  of 
mouth  to  angle  of  preopercle;  some  yelloAV  spots  on  sides  of  head;  each 
scale  on  sides  with  a yellow  spot  on  its  edge;  fins  mostly  red,  the  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  with  4 rounded  yellow  spots;  seA^eral  spots  on  spinous 
dorsal  and  caudal.  Length  6 inches.  West  Indies,  north  to  Florida; 
knoAvn  from  Cuba,  Pensacola  Snapper  Banks,  and  Barbados.  This  small 
species  is  not  uncommon  at  Havana.  The  2 specimens  examined  by  us 
were  taken  from  the  stomachs  of  groupers  in  deep  water  on  the  Snapper 
Banks  south  of  Pensacola,  {puellaris,  pretty,  from puella,  girl.) 

Cossyplms  puellaris,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  210,  1860,  Havana. 

Decodon  jmellar is,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  101,  1862;  Poea%  S.A'nopsis,  332,  1868;  Jordan,  Proc. 

U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  545;  Jordan,  ReAuew  Labroid  Fishes,  632,  1890. 
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633.  PIMELOMETOPON,  Gill. 

(Fat-heads.) 

Pimelometopon,  Gill,  Proc.  A«c.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864,  58  (pulcher). 

Body  robust,  covered  with  small  scales,  about  60  in  lateral  liire ; both 
limbs  of  the  preopercle  naked;  caudal  subtruncate,  with  the  angles  more 
or  less  produced.  Posterior  canines  present ; anterior  canines  t ; dorsal 
spines  12 ; adult  male  with  the  forehead  greatly  elevated,  covered  with  a 
thick  pad  of  fat.  This  genus  is  close  to  Harpe,  dift'ering  chiefly  in  the 
naked  dorsal  and  smaller  scales.  The  small  size  of  its  scales  distinguishes 
it  from  Trochocopus,  and  the  presence  of  posterior  canines  from  Semicossy- 
phus.  Robust  species,  of  large  size  and  bright  colors.  {TtipeXh,  fat; 
USTGOTtov,  forehead.) 

a.  Color  (males),  head,  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  fins,  also  the  posterior  part  of  the  body 
as  far  forward  as  the  vent,  purplish  black;  lower  jaAv  white;  the  rest  of  the 
body  varying  in  tint  from  clear  crimson  to  blackish,  with  copperj-  or  purplish 
luster;  females  dusky  rose-colored,  with  black  areas  ill  defined  or  obsolete;  pre- 
opercle serrulate  in  young,  becoming  entire.  pulchee,  1992. 

aa.  Color  red;  a large  yellow  blotch  above  the  pectoral,  and  a black  one  anteriorly  on 
the  spinous  dorsal ; preopercle  entire.  daewinii,  1993. 

1992.  P1MEL03IET0P0X  PULCHER  (Ajres). 

(Califobnia  REUFISH;  Fat-head.) 

Head  3;  depths.  1).  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  12;  eye  5 in  head;  snout  2|;  scales 
60,  11  above  lateral  line;  vertebrje  11+17  = 28.  Body  somewhat  deep  and 
compressed;  forehead  in  the  adult  with  a very  prominent  fatty  hump; 
snout  rather  blunt;  caudal  truncate,  its  lobes  being  produced  and  pointed 
in  the  adult;  gill  rakers  short  and  thickish;  scales  on  breast  small;  cheeks, 
opercles,  and  interopercles  with  scales;  tins  naked;  preopercle  serrulate 
ill  young.  Color  (males),  head,  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  fins,  also  the 
posterior  jiart  of  the  body  as  far  forward  as  vent,  purplish  black,  lower 
jaw  white;  the  rest  of  the  body  varying  in  tint  from  clear  crimson  to 
blackish,  Avith  coppery  or  purplish  luster;  females  dusky  rose-colored, 
with  th(^  black  areas  ill  defined  or  obsolete.  Length  3 feet.  Coast  of 
southern  California,  from  Point  Concepcion  to  Ascension  Island  in  Lower 
California.  This  large  and  handsome  fish  is  Amry  common  on  the  coast 
of  southern  California,  and  is  taken  in  enormous  numbers  in  the  kelp  off 
the  shore.  It  is  taken  chiefly  by  the  Chinese,  with  hook  and  line.  It  is 
salted  and  dried  by  them.  It  reaches  a AA  eight  of  12  to  15  pounds.  The 
male  is  quite  different  in  color  from  the  female,  and  the  old  indhuduals, 
as  usual  Avith  large  Laluoids,  have  the  forehead  surmounted  by  a mass  of 
fat.  The  specimens  described  are  from  San  Diego,  {pulcher,  beautiful.) 

Lahrus  pulcher,  Aa’EES,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  i,  1854,  3,  San  Diego. 

Semicossyphus  pulcher,  Gi  nther,  Cat.,  lA",  99,  1862. 

Pimelometopon  pulcher.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864,  59;  Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat. 
Mils.  1880,  29  and  455. 

Harpe pulchra,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu.s.  1881,  278;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  602, 1883. 

Trochocopus  ptdeher,  RosA  Smith,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1883,  233;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N. 
Am.,  98,  1885;  Jordan,  in  Goode,  Nat.  Hist.  Acpiat.  Anim.,  275, 1884;  Jordan,  Review 
Labroid  Fishes,  633,  1890. 
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1993.  PIMELOMETOPOX  DARWIMI  (Jenyns). 

Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  i2;  scales  62.  Snout  pointed; 
outer  lobes  of  caudal  noticeably  produced,  as  are  also  the  soft  dorsal  and 
anal;  preopercle  entire.  Color  red;  a large  yellow  blotch  above  the  pec- 
toral, and  a black  one  anteriorly  on  the  spinous  dorsal.  (Valenciennes.) 
Galapagos  Islands;  not  seen  by  us.  Evidently  very  closely  related  to  /*. 
imlcher,  differing  from  the  latter  cbieffy  in  color.  (Named  for  its  discoverer, 
Charles  Darwin.) 

Cossyphtis  darwinii,  Jenyns,  Yoj’.  Beagle,  Fishes,  100,  pi.  20.  1842,  Chatham  Island, 
Galapagos.  (Coll.  Darvin.) 

Jyahrasapcr,  Valenciennes,  Yoy.de  la  Venus,  Zool.,  Poiss.,  3:J8,  pi.  8,  f.  l.text,  1855;  plates, 
1846,  Galapagos  Island. 

I'rochocopus  darunnii,  (liiNTHER,  Cat.,  iv,  100,  1862;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  633. 
I'imelometopon  danvinii,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864,  59. 


634.  CLEPTICUS,  Cuvier. 

(Hepticufi,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  ii,  Yol.  2,  261, 1829  (genizara=parrce). 

Anterior  teeth  small,  bluntisb,  not  canine-like;  no  posterior  canine; 
month  very  small,  terminal;  snout  short  and  blunt;  dorsal  and  anal 
enveloped  in  scales,  except  produced  tijis  of  both  bus;  caudal  deeply 
forked;  dorsal  spines  12,  almost  bidden  by  series  of  scales;  bead  every- 
where closely  scaled,  except  on  lips  and  snout;  scales  of  body  large;  pre- 
opercle serrulate;  gill  rakers  slender,  short;  pectoral  fiilcate;  lower 
pbaryngeals  very  small,  Y-shaped,  their  teeth  small,  very  blunt,  and 
coalesceut;  vertebrae  10  4-  17  = 27.  This  genus  contains  a single  species, 
a singular  looking  little  fish,  inhabiting  the  West  Indian  waters.  It  is 
remarkable  for  the  close  squamation  of  its  bead  and  ffns,  as  well  as  for 
the  feebleness  of  its  dentition.  (KXsTtriHo^,  one  inclined  to  steal;  a name 
given  to  recall  the  affinity  of  the  genus  to  Epihulus,  from  kitiftovXoi, 
insidious;  its  Dutch  name  in  Mollucca  being  de  Bedriger.) 

1994.  CLEPTICUS  PARRE  (Bloch  & Schneider). 

(Genizara;  Janissary;  Creole.) 

Head  3f;  dei^tb  2|.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  5-35-12 ; vertebrie 
10-1-17  = 27.  Body  robust,  considerably  compressed;  4 rows  of  scales  on 
cheek;  pectorals  falcate,  slightly  longer  than  head;  dorsal  and  anal  com- 
pletely enveloped  in  a scaly  sheath,  xiroduced  soft  rays  of  both  fins  naked 
except  at  base ; produced  dorsal  ray  nearly  as  long  as  head.  Color  in  spirits, 
reddish  brown  anteriorly  as  far  back  as  an  irregular  line  connecting  ventrals 
and  last  ray  of  dorsal  fin,  becoming  coppery  below ; posteriorly  insensibly 
shading  into  greenish  marbled  with  verdigris  green.  This  species  seems 
to  be  rather  rare  in  the  West  Indies.  Here  described  from  a single  speci- 
men nearly  a foot  long  from  Havana.  West  Indies,  recorded  from  Cuba 
and  Jamaica.  (Named  for  Don  Antonio  Parra.) 

lidbirtihia genizara,  Vkkrx,  Dif.  Piezas  de  Hist.  Hat.  Cuha,44,  pi.  21,  fig.  1, 1787,  Havana. 
Brama  parrce,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  100,  1801,  Havana ; after  Rabirubia 
genizara,  of  Parra. 
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Clepticus  genizara,  Cuvier,  K^gne  Animal,  Ed.  ii,  Vol.  2,  2G1,  1829,  Havana;  after  ParrA; 
Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  367,  pi.  377,  1839;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv. 
112,1862;  PoEY,  Synopsis,  332,  1868;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  45;  Jordan* 
Review  Labroid  Fishes,  635, 1890. 

635.  IRIDIO,  Jordan  & Everiiiann. 

(Doncellas.) 

Icfuhycallus,  Jordan,  Review  Lahroid  Fishes,  638,  1890  {dimidiata) ; not  of  Swainson,  as 
properly  restricted  — Coris. 

Iridio,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List,  412, 1896  (radiatus). 

Body  oblong,  compressed,  not  elevated,  covered  with  large  scales,  there 
being  25  to  30  in  the  course  of  the  lateral  line,  whieh  is  not  interrupted, 
but  abruptly  bent  posteriorly.  Seales  on  breast  rather  smaller.  Head 
naked,  compressed,  conic.  Preopercle  entire.  Teeth  large,  the  u^iper  jaw 
with  2 strong  canines  in  front,  none  of  them  bent  backward;  lower  jaw 
with  4 anterior  eanines,  a posterior  canine  tooth  directed  forward  on  each 
side  of  the  upper  jaw.  Dorsal  spines  9;  anal  spines  3,  graduated;  ven- 
trals  inserted  under  axil  of  pectoral.  Gill  rakers  short  and  feeble;  gill 
membranes  slightly  joined  to  a narrow  isthmus.  Vertebne  10  + 15  = 25. 
Species  numerous,  most  of  them  lirilliantly  coloreil,  abounding  in  kelp  in 
the  tropical  seas.  All  of  them  are  American.  The  genus  is  very  close  to 
the  Old  World  genus  Ifalicharcs,*  dilfering  ehielly  in  the  dentition  and  in 
the  presence  of  3 anal  spines  instead  of  2.  (Iris,  the  rainbow.) 

a.  (’aiulal  fin  very  fjlightly  concave,  truncate  when  spread  open,  the  outer  rays  longer 
than  tlie  middle  ones ; body  deep  and  compressed,  the  depth  ahont  2|  in  length ; 
ventral  fins  filamentous,  the  outer  ray  produced,  more  than  twice  as  long  as  inner 
ray;  scales  before  dorsal  not  cro.ssing  the  middle  line,  in  about  5 series. 
h Side  below  spinous  dorsal  without  dark  cross  bar;  general  color  bluish  (cf ),  or 
bronze  (?),  with  man;y  sky-blue  spots,  most  distinct  posteriorly ; sky-blue 
spots  ami  streaks  on  head;  a stripe  passing  through  the  upper  part  of  eye; 
fins  with  blue  stripes;  a dark  axillary  spot ; end  of  pectoral  dusky. 

RADIATUS,  1995. 

* Jlalichcpres,  Ruppell.  Neiie  VJrbelthiere,  Fische,  16,  1835  {birnaculatus,  etc.),  not 

Ilalichoims,  Nilsson,  1820,  a genus  of  seals. 

Cha'rojidis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac,  Nat.  Sci,  Phila.  1862, 142 ; substitute  for  llalichceres. 

Tbe  American  species  hitherP)  referred  to  Halichceres  or  to  Platgglosaus  seem  to  consti- 
tute a distinct  genus  (Iridio)  characterized  by  the  incisors  |,  and  tlie  i)re8ence  of  3 anal 
spines.  The  numerous  species  are  all  American,  those  of  Halichceres  being  confined  to 
tbe  East  Indies. 

We  also  recognize  as  a genus  distinct  from  Halichceres,  the  group  called  Platyglossushj 
Bleeker  (type  marginatus). 

The  dorsal  ip  Platyglossus  has  a scaly  sheath  at  its  base  somewhat  as  in  the  genus 
Harpe.  The  anterior  canines  in  Platyglossus  are  §.  In  Guntheria  Bleeker  (coendeocit- 
tata),  Hemitaidoga  Bleeker  (centicjvadra),  there  are  2 rows  of  small  scales  on  the  cheeks, 
as  well  as  on  the  opercles  above.  In  Macropharyngodon  Bleeker  (geoffroyi),  the  strongest 
marked  of  the  various  genera  of  Bleeker,  which  Giinther  has  united  with  Platyglossus 
and  Halichceres,  the  lower  pharyngeals  are  very  small,  provided  with  but  3 teeth,  of  which 
the  middle  one  is  quite  large.  In  Macropharyngodon  the  canines  are  small,  f in  number. 
All  the  American  species  here  referred  to  Iridio  have  the  anterior  canines  |.  The  East 
Indian  species  have  tlie  teeth  |,  except  in  2 or  3 species,  in  which  the  teeth  are  f . In  Hali- 
chceres the  usual  number  of  anal  spines  is  2.  The  name  Ichthycallus  should  not  be  used 
for  this  genus.  Jordan  & Hughes  remark  (Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  57) : “The  generic 
names,  Vhlorichthys  and  Ichthycallus  of  Swainson,  based  in  part  on  species  of  Platyglossus, 
but  distinguished  by  imaginary  characters  and  including  species  of  earlier  genera,  have 
been  very  properly  set  aside  by  Dr.  Gill  as  synonyms  of  Coris  and  Julis"  (Thalassoma) . 
A similar  view  has  been  taken  by  Dr.  Swain,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1882,  275.  Swain 
remarks;  Chlorichthys  and  Ichthycallus,  confused  .iumbles  of  species,  may  well  be  con- 
sidered as  synonyms  of  Thalassoma  and  Coris,  respectively,  although  several  genera  are 
represented  in  each.” 
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bb.  Side  below  spinous  dorsal  with  a very  broad,  blackish  cross  bar. 

c.  (leneral  color  bluish  or  olive;  dark  cross  bar  obscure,  running  from  middle 
of  spinous  dorsal  to  the  space  between  ventrals  and  vent;  behind  this 
a pale-yellowish  bar;  head  and  anterior  region  with  round,  pale-bluish 
spots,  which  extendon  back  and  on  the  dark  har;  dorsal  bluish  at  base, 
yellowish  above,  with  regular  blue  spots  ringed  with  darker ; a narrow, 
blue  margin  along  edge  of  tin ; caudal  with  obscure  round  bluish  spots ; 
anal  like  dorsal;  pectorals  and  ventrals  plain.  nicholsi,  1996. 

cc.  General  color  red  ; dark  cross  bar  conspicuous  from  the  fourth  to  seventh 
dorsal  spines  downward  to  middle  of  sides ; scales  of  sides  each 
with  a vertical  blue  line,  those  anteriorly  margined  with  violet;  sides 
of  head  with  blue  lines  and  spots;  dorsal  and  caudal  orange,  the 
former  with  oblique  broken  lines  of  blue,  the  latter  with  a few  blue 
spots  at  base;  anal  violet,  then  j-ellowisli,  then  margined  Avith  blue, 
with  a blue  median  line  and  broken  blue  lines  at  base ; other  tins  pale. 
Head  3^  in  length ; canines  strong;  scales  on  nape  in  5 or  G series,  not 
crossing  the  median  line ; caudal  very  slightly  emarginate ; outer  ray 
of  ventral  twice  inner  ray,  and  reaching  vent.  sellifeu,  1997. 

rtrt.  Caudal  fin  rounded  or  subtruncate;  the  outer  rays  not  produced,  shorter  than  the 
middle  rays. 

d.  Scales  before  dorsal  reduced  in  size,  extending  across  the  median  line,  and  in 
10  to  13  rows ; A'entral  short,  its  rays  not  tilamentous ; snout  rather  hluut ; 
body  moderately  elongate,  the  depth  31  in  length;  color  olivaceous,  Avith 
some  blue  and  bronze  markings;  males  with  a broad  indigo-blue  cross  band 
behind  pectorals;  females  Avith  inky  si)ots  on  the  scales  of  the  upper 
posterior  part  of  hack ; pectorals  yellow,  with  a black  axillary  spot. 

SEAIICINCTUS,  1998. 

dd.  Scales  before  dorsal  largo,  in  4 to  6 rows,  not  crossing  the  median  line;  snout 
moderately  pointed. 

e.  Ventral  tins  Avith  the  outer  rays  produced,  more  than  twice  the  length  of 
the  inner. 

/.  Side  without  conspicuous  dark  lateral  band  and  with  a distinct  dark 
A'ertical  bar,  extending  doAvnward  from  spinous  dorsal;  axillary 
spot  obscure;  body  rather  elongate,  the  depth  about  3|  in  length; 
profile  not  steep ; posterior  canines  rather  small ; head  Avith  black 
streaks  and  spots  aboA'e;  caudal  sharply  barred,  garnoti,  1999. 
;/X-  Side  Avith  a broad  blue-black  lateral  band  extending  from  eye  to  tip 
of  caudal,  the  back  aboA^e  this,  dark  brown  or  blui.sh  ; spinous 
dorsal  with  no  cousiAicuous  black  spot ; a dark-blue  stripe  from 
eye  to  nape;  tins  mostly  blue-black  Avith  pale  edgings;  middle 
and  base  of  caudal  du.sky ; tip  of  pectoral  dusky;  profile  rather 
steep;  body  rather  robust,  the  depth  3J  in  length. 

CYANOOEPHALUS,  2000. 

ee.  Ventral  tins  with  outer  ray  not  produced,  its  length  not  more  than  ^ 
that  of  inner  rays;  side  Avith  a dark  lateral  baud;  species  of  small 
size. 

g.  Spinous  dorsal  Avith  a conspicuous  blue-black  spot  bet Aveen  the  fifth 
and  seA-enth  spines;  body  not  A’ery  slender,  the  depth  3|  in 
length ; a dark  band  from  snout  through  eye  to  opercle,  the  lat- 
eral band  on  side  broader  than  ej'e  and  placed  a little  above  the 
opercular  band,  the  lateral  band  extending  nearly  to  tip  of  cau- 
dal ; no  second  dark  band  below  it ; a faint  dark  spot  under  last 
dorsal  ray  and  one  at  base  of  pectoral  above;  2 or  3 narrow 
bluish-white  s'ripes  across  cheek;  body  and  fins  in  life  Avith 
bright  colors  which  fade  in  alcohol.  maculipinna,  2001. 

gg.  Spinous  dorsal  pale,  the  black  spot  verj’  .small  or  wanting;  body 
slender,  the  depth  4 in  length;  opercle  with  a conspicuous 
black  spot;  a blue-black  band  from  snout  through  eye  and 
across  opercles  to  base  of  caudal,  not  extending  on  the  fin ; a 
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narrower  and  fainter  band  from  lower  base  of  pectoral  to  above 
anal,  these  bands  growing  fainter  with  age  and  sometimes  dis- 
appearing, the  lower  always  wanting  in  the  adult;  no  axillary 
spot;  no  distinct  bands  across  cheek;  tins  mostlj’  pale,  with 
bright  red  and  blue  colors  in  life,  the  young  and  deep-water 
individuals  often  showing  a black  spot  at  base  of  caudal  and 
sometimes  a dark  spot  near  middle  of  dorsal  with  sometimes 
a larger  one  at  the  base  of  its  last  ray ; angles  of  caudal  black 
in  adult;  lower  pharyugeals  j-shaped,  the  anterior  limb  very 
short.  BIVITTATCS,  2002. 

aaa  . Caudal  tin  double  concave,  tlie  median  portion  convex,  the  outer  rays  more  or  less 
produced  in  adult  (the  tin  rounded  in  the  j-ouug) ; scales  before  dorsal  in  6 or 
7 rows,  not  crossing  the  median  line;  a blue-black  si>ot  close  behind  eye,  some- 
times obsolete  in  the  adult. 

h.  Lateral  line  with  a round  blue-black  spot  below  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  spines, 
the  spot  larger  than  eye;  no  spot  l)ehiud  eye;  ventrals  with  the  outer  ray 
little  produced,  not  reaching  nearly  to  tips  of  i)ectorals ; body  rather  stout, 
the  depth  about  3f  in  length;  i)rofile  steep;  snout  moderately  pointed ; 
no  axillary  spot;  color  olive;  blue  spots  on  the  scales  posteriorly,  whitish 
spots  anteriorly;  head  and  caudal  largely  red  in  life;  young  with  a dark 
lateral  band,  ending  in  the  very  young  in  a black  spot.  dispilus,  2003. 
/i/i.  Lateral  line  without  blue- black  spot;  ventrals  with  the  outer  rays  scarcely 
filamentous,  about  reaching  tips  of  pectorals. 

i.  Tubes  of  pores  of  lateral  line  distinctly  branched,  the  bi’anches  usually 

3 in  number;  body  moderately  slender,  the  depth  a little  less  than 
length  of  head  and  3|  to  4 in  body;  head  3|. 

j.  Eye  large.  If  in  snout;  snout  uot  very  sharp,  the  anterior  profile  of 
head  steep  and  slightly  convex;  snout  in  head  measured 
along  the  axis;  pectoral  shortish,  If  in  head;  color  in  spirits 
olivaceous,  with  traces  of  3 darker  cross  bands;  dark  spot 
behind  eye  large,  Avith  a distinct  golden  spot  above  it  in  some 
examples;  a round  black  spot  at  base  of  last  ray  of  dorsal;  fins 
all  pale  in  spirits,  the  anal  edged  with  bluish;  a bluish  cross 
bar  on  base  of  pectoral.  kirschii,  2004. 

j).  Eye  small,  2f  in  snout,  brownish  aboA'e,  bright  violet  red  below; 
many  blue  spots  above;  a crescent  on  base  of  pectoral;  caudal 
edged  with  violet  and  with  convergent  streaks  of  yellow. 

POEYI,  2005. 

ii.  Tubes  of  pores  of  lateral  line  all  simple  or  very  nearly  so,  not  trifid; 

body  very  slender,  the  depth  much  less  than  length  of  head,  4^-  in 
body;  head  3|;  snout  very  sharp,  the  anterior  profile  of  head 
straightish  and  not  steep;  snout  2|  in  head;  ej^e  2 in  snout;  pec- 
toral moderate.  If  in  head ; color,  in  spirits,  pale,  unmarked,  except 
for  the  small  black  spot  behind  eye. 

k.  Color  in  life,  olive  green,  bluish  below;  back  Avith  blue  spots;  a 
yellow  baud  on  sides  with  A^ague  outlines;  posterior  parts 
paler,  with  rows  of  blue  spots ; head  with  blue  bands ; dorsal 
and  anal  rosy,  Avith  blue  spots.  caudalis,  2006. 

kk.  Color  in  life,  oliA^aceous ; a broad  band-like  area  of  orange  mingled 
with  violet  spots  along  sides  backward  from  head  to  middle 
of  body,  the  lower  edge  of  this  band  serrate ; below  this  a pale 
violet  band,  darker  behind ; still  lower  a yellow  stripe ; head 
olivaceous,  marked  witli  blue;  preorbital  scarlet,  with  3 
violet  stripes ; opercles  bright  red,  Avith  3 violet  stripes,  the 
postocular  black  spot  in  the  uppermost;  dorsal  and  anal 
orange  and  yellow,  Avith  blue  spots;  caudal  with  convergent 
bands  of  orange  forming  reticulations  around  blue  spots. 

PICTUS,  2007. 
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1995.  IRIDIO  KADIATUS  (Liniisetis). 

(PUDDING-WIFE;  * DONCELLA;  PUDIANO  VeRDE.) 

Head  3f  to  4;  depth  about  2f.  D.  IX  (rarely  VIII),  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales 
2-287IO;  eye  6^  in  bead;  snout  3;  pectoral  1^;  bigbest  dorsal  spine  34. 
Caudal  fin  very  slightly  concave,  truncate  wbeu  spread  open,  the  outer 
rays  longer  than  the  middle  ones;  body  deep  and  comxn-essed;  ventral 
fins  filameutons,  the  outer  ray  produced,  more  than  twice  as  long  as  inner 
rays;  scales  before  dorsal  not  crossing  the  middle  line,  in  about  5 series. 
Lower  pharyngeal  T-shaped,  not  mneb  l)roadcr  than  long.  Male  fish 
largely  olive,  the  lower  parts  deep  l)lnisb  green ; a bright  orange  olive 
area  behind  opercle,  then  a l)lne  cross  band  with  indefinite  edges  at  vent, 
the  rest  of  the  body  tinged  with  golden,  the  part  above  axis  of  body 
more  or  less  orange  brown ; the  whole  n])per  half  of  body  shows  more  or 
less  orange  shading;  breast  bine  green ; bine  spots  on  scales  less  pro- 
nounced than  in  the  female ; head  livid  bine  green,  more  or  less  striped 
and  spotted  with  clear  bine,  the  spots  arranged  as  in  the  females,  but  less 
sharply  defined;  orange  stripes  and  areas  on  top  and  front  of  head  as  in 
female,  but  the  bine  areas  larger  and  more  encroaching;  dorsal  and  cau- 
dal alike  in  both  sexes,  the  bine  more  pronounced  in  male;  anal  alike  in 
both,  bnt  in  the  male  the  median  stripe  is  of  a rich  grass  green ; pectoral 
in  male  with  bine  rays  and  bright  grass-green  membranes;  ventrals  simi- 
lar, bnt  the  inner  rays  green ; l)lne  spot  at  base  of  pectoral  above  very 
intense;  oblique  bands  from  pectoral  downward  and  backward  similar  in 
both  sexes.  In  life  the  female  of  the  “ Pudding-wife’^  is  of  a rich  trans- 
lucent bronze  olive,  the  belly  becoming  a livid  pearly  bine,  tinged  with 
creamy  orange;  a quadrate  area  before  dorsal  yellowish  green,  Avith 
abrupt  edges  and  bounded  by  bine  lines ; 3 Avhitish  saddle-like  blotches 
below  dorsal  fin;  a yelloAvish  area  on  back  of  tail;  top  of  head  orange 
olive,  Avith  3 roAvs  of  clear  bine  spots;  a bine  stripe  from  nape  through 
upper  part  of  eye  to  snout;  a Avavy  stripe  of  blue  just  below  eye;  tem- 
poral region  AA'ith  curved  streaks  of  bright  blue;  lips  mo.stly  blue;  cheeks 
nearly  plain;  opercle  light  orange,  Avith  dashes  of  Idne  and  A'iolet,  bnt 
Avithont  well-defined  spots;  middle  of  loAver  jaw  light  bine;  a longitudinal 
streak  on  lower  part  of  cheek;  lower  jaw  light  orange,  Avith  2 blue  cross 
bands;  interopercle  with  a blue  stripe;  axil  green;  a yellowish-green 
shade  from  pectoral  to  caudal;  a deep-blue  spot  at  upper  base  of  pectoral ; 
2 broad  orange  bars  doAvnward  and  backAvard  from  pectoral,  the  inter- 
spaces l)lue;  each  scale  on  body  AAuth  Auwtical  spot  of  vivid  blue;  on  cau- 
dal peduncle  these  spots  are  brighter,  becoming  round  below  and  horizon- 
tally oblong  above;  some  of  them  on  base  of  anal  confluent  in  lines; 
month  and  gill  cavity  Avithin  white  (livid  blue  in  male);  dorsal  orange; 
a broad  bine  marginal  stripe ; a blue  stripe  at  its  base,  interrupted  behind ; 
besides  these  a mesial  stripe,  breaking  up  posteriorly  into  about  3 roAvs 
of  irregular  curA'ed  spots;  caudal  orange,  broadly  tipped  with  yelloAv,  its 
outer  rays  blue,  its  basal  part  Avith  many  irregular  sj)ots  of  light  blue; 
anal  with  a basal  row  of  blue  spots,  then  an  orange  band,  then  a nar- 

*Tlie  formation  of  the  name  “Pudding-wife,”  from  Pudiano  and  Old-wife,  is  an  inter- 
esting freak  of  popular  etymology. 
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rower  stripe  of  bright  blue,  then  a broad  yellow  band,  then  a row  of  bine 
spots,  then  orange,  then  an  edge  of  sky  Idne;  pectoral  translucent, 
shaded  with  blue,  and  some  pale  oraiige;  ventral  with  the  spine  and  first 
soft  ray  blue,  the  memln-ane  orange,  the  fin  otherwise  translucent.  West 
Indies;  common  from  Brazil  north  to  the  Florida  Keys  and  Bermuda,  ami 
St.  Pauls  Rocks.  Length  18  inches.  Our  specimens  from  Key  West  and 
Havana.  This  is  the  largest  in  size  of  the  American  species  of  Iridio, 
and  one  of  those  most  readily  recognized.  Professor  Goode  has  well 
described  the  variations  <lue  to  age.  This  species  is  evidently  the  Pudiano 
verde  of  Marcgrave,  the  Pudding-wife  of  Catesby,  and  the  Doncella  of 
Parra.  Labrus  radiatus  of  Liumeus,  in  the  tenth  edition,  is  based  solely 
on  the  Pudding-wife  of  Catesby.  The  Linmean  naim*,  radiatus,  must 
theriTore  be  taken  for  this  sp(‘cies.  In  the  twelfth  edition,  Labrus  radi- 
atus disappears,  and  the  pudding-wile  appears  as  a doubtful  synonym  of  a 
Spams  radiatus,  which  is  based  on  a specimen  of  Iridio  bivittatus  sent  by 
Dr.  Garden  from  South  Carolina,  (radiatus,  radiant,  streaked.)  • 

Pudiano  verde,  Marcgrave,  Hist.  Pise.  Brasil.,  146,  1648,  Brazil ; on  a drawing  by  Prince 
Maurice  of  Nassau. 

Turdus  oculo-radiato  (Pudding-wife),  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Carol.,  ii,  12,  pi.  12,  lig.  1, 1743, 
Bahamas: 

Labrus  radiatus,  LlNNa^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x.  288,  1758;  based  on  Catesby. 

Doncella,  1’arra,  Desc.  I)if.  Piez.  Hist.  Nat.  Cuba,  95,  lain.  37,  fig.  1,  1787,  Havana. 
Labrus  brasiliensis,  Bloch,  Ichtb.,  i)1.280, 1792,  Brazil ; on  a drawing  of  the  Pudiano  verde 
by  Prince  Maurice  of  Nassau;  Bloch  6c  Schneider,  Systenia  Iclitliyol.,  242,  1801. 
JuUs  crotaphus,  Cuvier,  Regne  Aniin.,  Ed.  ii,  Vol.  2,  258, 1829;  based  on  Honccl/u  of  Parra  ; 
no  description. 

Julis  cyanostigma,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  391, 1839,  Martinique. 
.Dilis  ojmlina,  Cuvier  6c  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  392,  1839,  Martinique. 
Julis  patatus,  Cuvier  6c  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  398,  1839,  Martinique; 
Cuba. 

Julis  principis,  Cuvier  <fe  Valencienne.s,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  402, 1839,  Bahia. 
Ghlorichthys  brasiliensis,  Swainson,  Class.  Fish.,  etc.,  232, 1839;  name  onlj'. 

Platyglossus  cyanostigma,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  161,  1862;  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1871, 
464;  Gunther,  Shore  Fishes,  Challenger,  4,  1880. 

Platyglossus  principis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  164, 1862. 

Platyglossus  radiatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  163, 1862;  Jordan,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  IMus.  1884, 135; 
Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N.  Am.,  98, 1885;  Jordan,  Proc.  U,  S.  Nat.  ilus.  1886, 45;  Jordan  & 
Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  :Mus.  1886,  59. 

J'latyglossus  opalinus,  Gunther.  Cat.,  ir,  163, 1862. 

Choerojulis  cyanostigma,  Poey,  Synopsis,  334,  1868,  Havana;  Poey,  Enumeratio,  107,  1675. 
Ghoerojulis  radiatus,  Goode,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  v,  35, 1875. 

Halichoeres  radiatus,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  641, 1890. 


1996.  IRIDIO  MCHOLSI  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  3.1 ; depth  3L  1).  IX,  12 ; A.  HI,  11 ; scales  2-28-8.  Body  deep  and 
compressed,  head  entirely  naked;  caudal  fin  slightly  concave,  truncate 
Avhen  spread  open,  the  outer  rays  longer  than  the  middle  ones;  ventral 
fins  filamentous,  the  outer  ray  produced,  more  than  twice  as  long  as  inner 
rays;  scales  before  dorsal  not  crossing  the  middle  line,  in  about  5 series. 
General  color  bluish  or  olive;  side  below  spinous  dorsal  with  a very  broad, 
blackish  cross  bar  somewhat  obscure,  running  from  middle  of  spinous 
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dorsal  to  the  space  between  the  veiitrals  and  A-ent;  behind  this  a i)ale 
yellowish  bar;  head  and  anterior  region  with  round  pale  bluish  spots, 
Avhich  extend  on  back  and  on  the  dark  bar;  dorsal  bluish  at  base,  yellow- 
ish above,  with  regular  bine  spots  ringed  with  darker;  a narrow  bine 
margin  along  edge  of  fin;  candal  with  obscure  ronnd  bluish  spots;  anal 
like  dorsal;  pectorals  and  ventrals  plain.  Islands  of  the  west  coast  of 
tropical  America,  Kevillagigedos  and  Galapagos.  This  species  was  first 
described  from  a single  specimen  from  Socorro  Island,  A second  and 
larger  example,  13^  inches  long,  taken  by  the  Albatross  at  Charles  Island 
in  the  Galapagos,  shows  the  life  coloration  better  than  the  type.  This 
species  is  the  Pacific  representative  of  Iridio  radiatiis.  Other  specimens 
have  been  since  obtained  at  the  Kevillagigedos  by  Dr.  Gilbert.  (Named 
for  Capt.  Henry  E.  Nichols,  U.  S.  N.) 

Platyglossus  nicholsi,  Jordan  cV  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1881,  231,  Braithwaite 
Bay,  Socorro  Island  (Type,  No.  28218.  Coll.  Nichols) ; Jordan  &.  Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.  1886,  61. 

HaUcha;res  7ncholsi,  Jordan,  ReA’iew  Labroid  Fishes,  642, 1890. 

1997.  IRIDIO  SELLIFER  (Gilbert). 

Head  3:^;  depth  3:^.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  maxillary  31  in  head;  snout 
2f ; eye  3 in  snont;  lateral  line  28.  Canines  strong;  scales  on  nape  in  5 or 
fi  series,  not  crossing  the  median  line;  no  scaly  sheatlis  along  dorsal  and 
anal ; candal  v^ery  slightly  emarginate;  outer  ray  of  ventrals  twice  inner 
ray  and  reaching  A^ent.  General  color  red;  dark  cross  bar  conspicuous 
from  fourth  to  seA'enth  dorsal  spines  dowuAvard  to  middle  of  side;  scales 
of  sides  each  with  a A'ertical  blue  line,  those  anteriorly  margined  with 
A’iolet;  sides  of  head  with  blue  lines  and  spots;  dorsal  and  candal  orange, 
the  former  with  oblique  broken  lines  of  blue,  the  latter  with  a few  blue 
spots  at  base;  anal  Anolet,  then  yellowish,  then  margined  with  blue,  with 
a blue  median  line  and  broken  blue  lines  at  base;  other  fins  pale.  (Gil- 
bert.) EeA'illagigedos  Archipelago.  This  handsome  species  is  known 
from  a single  specimen  11  inches  long  taken  by  Dr.  Gilbert  at  Clarion 
Island.  It  is  closely  related  to  Iridio  nicholsi,  difteriug  chiefly  in  its  red 
color,  a hue  which  is  rare  in  the  x)reseut  genus,  (sella,  saddle ; fero,  I bear.) 

Hulicha’res  sellifer,  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  67,  Clarion  Island  (Coll.  Alba- 
tross) ; Jordan,  ReAuew  Labroid  Fisbes.  642. 

1998.  IRIDIO  SEIIICIXCTIS  (Ajres). 

(Kelp-fish  ; Senorita.) 

Head  31;  depth31.  D.  IX,  12;  A.  Ill,  12;  eyeTinhead;  snout3;  scales 
3-26-9.  Body  oblong,  compressed,  rather  elevated  at  the  nape;  lips  thick, 
the  lower  with  a frenum ; teeth  in  about  2 series,  3 or  4 of  the  anterior  in 
each  jaw  canine-like;  eye  small;  dorsal  spines  slender,  low,  and  flexible; 
scales  on  breast  small;  scales  before  dorsal  reduced  in  size,  extending 
across  the  median  line,  and  in  10  to  13  rows;  ventrals  short,  their  rays  not 
filameutons;  snout  rather  blunt.  Dark  greenish  brown,  with  bright 
reflections;  head  bronze  green  aboA^e,  3 or  4 narrow,  horizontal,  waA^y  blue 
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bands  below  the  eye,  alternating  with  bronze.  Just  above  middle  of 
body,  close  behind  the  pectorals  in  the  males,  is  a deep  indigo-blue  cross 
band,  which  nearly  meets  its  fellow  under  the  belly ; pectorals  yellow, 
upper  edge  of  axil  black;  ventrals  cream  color,  each  reaching  beyond  the 
posterior  edge  of  the  blue  cross  band;  other  fins  with  horizontal,  wavy, 
reddish  streaks;  female  without  blue  band,  but  with  irregular  ink-like 
spots  on  numerous  scales  on  the  back  and  tail.  The  coloration  is  com- 
paratively i)laiu,  but  that  of  the  female  is  notably  different  from  that  of 
the  male.  The  specimen  described  is  from  San  Diego.  Southern  Califor- 
nia, Santa  Barbara  Islands  to  Cerros  Island ; rather  common  in  the  kelp 
off  shore.  Length  about  a foot,  {semicinctns,  half-banded.) 

Jxilis  semicinctus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1859,  32,  Cerros  Island;  male. 
riatyglossus  semicinctus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  161,  1862;  Steindacuner,  Iclitli.  Beitriige,  v, 
151,  1876;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  ISTat.  Mus.  1880,  455;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  603,  1883;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N.  Am.,  99,  1885;  Jordan  Sc  Hughes,  Proc. 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  60. 

Halichceres  semicinctus,  Jordan,  Keview  Labroul  Fishes,  643,1890. 

1999.  IRIDIO  GAIIXOTI  (Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes). 

Head  3^^;  depth  about  3|.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  3-26-9.  Body 
rather  elongate ; profile  not  steep ; posterior  canines  rather  small;  scales 
before  dorsal  large,  in  4 to  6 rows,  not  crossing  median  line;  snout  mod- 
erately pointed;  ventral  fins  with  the  outer  rays  produced,  niori*,  than 
twice  the  length  of  the  inner.  Head  olive,  shaded  with  brown;  bright 
violet  blue  on  the  lower  jaw;  dark  violet  dots  and  streaks  behind  and 
above  eye;  shoulders  deep  yellow  olive;  behind  this  a blackish  cross 
band,  behind  which  the  back  and  base  of  the  dorsal  is  a rich  maroon- 
crimson;  body  below  this  livid  purplish,  shaded  with  olive;  spinous 
dorsal  olive,  with  blue  dots;  soft  dorsal  bluish,  banded  with  bronze  and 
edged  with  dusky;  caudal  bluish  gray,  with  sharply  defined  narrow 
bronze  bands;  anal  olive  reddish,  with  streaks  of  crimson,  violet,  and 
blue;  pectorals  light  reddish,  their  tips  black;  axil  violet;  ventrals  pale; 
a diffuse  dusky  spot  at  upper  base  of  caudal.  Of  this  small  species  we 
have  but  2 specimens,  each  about  8 inches  long,  from  Havana.  Poey 
notes  that  this  species  varies  much  in  color  markings.  He  regards  his 
Julis  ruplus  as  a synonym  of  Julis  cincius.  The  types  of  Julis  garnoti 
examined  by  us  in  Paris  belong  to  the  same  species.  West  Indies; 
recorded  from  Cuba,  Martinique,  and  St.  Croix.  (Named  for  M.  Garnot, 
a collector  at  Martinique.) 

Julis  garnoti,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  ITist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii’  390, 1839,  Martinique. 

Julis  cinetus,  Poey,  Memoria.s,  ll,  211,  pi.  13,  fig.  19, 1860,  Havana. 

Julis  1-uptus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  212,  pi.  13,  fig.  20, 1860,  Havana. 

Choerojulis  ruptus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  334, 1868,  Havana. 

Platyglossus  rxiptxis,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1870, 464. 

Platyglossus  garnoti,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  162, 1862;  Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886, 45; 
Jordan  & Hughes,  1.  c.,  1886, 61;  Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886, 541  (note  on  types 
of  Jxdis  garnoti). 

Ohoerojulis  cinctus,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  108, 1875. 

Halichceres  garnoti,  Jordan,  Eeview  Labroul  Fishes,  643,1890. 
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2000.  IKIDIO  CYAXOCEPHALl  S (Bloch). 

Head  3|;  deptli  3^.  I).  IX,  12;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  3-26-9.  Body  rather 

robust,  j)rofile  rather  steep,  suout  moderately  pointed,  the  1 to  6 rows  of 
scales  before  dorsal  fin  not  crossing  the  median  line;  ventral  fins  with  the 
outer  rays  produced,  more  than  twice  the  length  of  the  inner.  Deep 
olive  green  on  head  and  back,  the  head  bluer,  then  a broad  lateral  band 
of  deep  indigo  extending  from  eye  to  tip  of  caudal,  below  this  light  clear 
green,  then  a darker  bluish  green;  clear  blue  on  lower  jaw  below  and 
clear  greenish  blue  on  lower  part  of  cheek;  lateral  band  becoming  faint 
on  head;  a dark  streak  along  profile  from  snout  to  nape;  a dark  bluish 
band  upward  and  backward  from  eye  to  nape,  rather  conspicuous,  nar- 
rowed jiosteriorly ; dorsal  indigo,  edged  with  sky  Idue;  caudal  green, 
indigo  in  center,  yellowish  at  tip;  anal  indigo,  then  dull  orange,  then 
sky  blue ; ventrals  green ; pectorals  plain  greenish,  indigo  above.  The 
Cnban  species  called  intenias(di>i  is  not  different  from  the  Brazilian  dhni- 
cliatKs,  the  alleged  differences  in  color  being  due  to  defects  iu  descriptions. 
A specimen  before  us  from  Bahia  shows  the  band  from  eye  to  nape  very 
distinctly.  It  is  broader  behind  and  edged  with  darker  blue.  We  have 
also  examined  a smaller  s^jecimen  from  8t.  Lucia.  Here  described  from  2 
male  specimens  from  Havana,  each  about  15  inches. in  length.  West 
Indies,  south  to  Brazil,  generally  common,  reaching  a length  of  15  inches. 
{xvdveoc,  blue;  xE(^aXi),  head.) 

Lahrvs  cyanocephalu^,  Bloch,  Ichthyol.,  i>l.  286, 1791,  Museum  of  Link,  locality  unknown, 
probably  Surinam. 

Julis  dimicliatus,  Agassiz,  in  Spix,  Pise.  Bras.,  96,  pi.  53, 1829,  Brazil;  Cuvier  & Yalex- 
CiEXNES,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  407, 1839. 

Julis  intornasalis,  Poey,  Memorias,  il,  421, 1860,  Havana. 

Ichthycallus  dimidiatvs,  Swainsox,  Class.  Fish.,  etc.,  232,  1839;  name  only. 

Flatyglossus  internasalis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  164,  1862;  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1870, 
463. 

Choerojulis  internasalis,  Poey,  Synop.sis,  334,  1868;  Poey,  Enumeratio,  108,  1875. 
Platyglossns  dimidiatus,  Jordan,  P roc.  (J.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1886,  45;  Jordan  &.  Hughes,  1.  c., 
1886,  61. 

Halichoeres  dimidiatus,  Jordan,  Review'  Labroid  Fishes,  644,  1890. 

2001.  IKIDIO  IIACTLIPIXXA  (Miiller  A TToschel). 

Head  34  ; depth  about  3.j.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  2-28-9.  Body 
rather  stout;  caudal  fin  rounded  or  subtruncate,  the  outer  rays  not  iiro- 
duced,  shorter  than  the  middle  rays;  scales  before  dorsal  in  4 to  6 rows, 
not  crossing  median  line;  snout  moderately  pointed;  ventral  fin  with  the 
outer  ray  not  produced,  its  length  not  more  than  4 that  of  inner  rays. 
Side  with  a dark  lateral  band;  spinous  dorsal  with  a conspicuous  blue- 
black  spot  lu'tween  the  fifth  and  seventh  spines;  a dark  band  from  snout 
through  eye  to  opercle,  the  lateral  band  on  side  broader  than  eye  and 
placed  a little  above  the  opercular  band,  the  lateral  band  extending  nearly 
to  tip  of  caudal;  no  second  dark  band  below  it;  a faint  dark  spot  under 
last  dorsal  ray  and  one  at  base  of  pectoral  above;  2 or  3 narrow  bluish- 
white  stripes  across  cheek;  body  and  fins  in  life  with  bright  colors  which 
fade  in  alcohol.  Here  described  from  a small  specimen  taken  at  Port 
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Castries,  St.  Lucia.  Closely  allied  to  Iridio  hlritiatus,  but  readily  distin- 
guished by  the  black  dorsal  spot  and  stouter  form.  West  Indies,  north 
to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  (macula,  spot;  pinna,  fin.) 

Jidis  macidij)in7ia,  Muller  & Troschel,  in  Schomburgk,  Hist.  Barbados,  674,  1848, 
Barbados. 

Platyglossus  maculipimia,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  165,1862;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N.  Am.,  99, 
1885 ; Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S.  IS'at.  Mus.  1886, 62. 

Chcerojtdis  macidipinna,  Poey,  Synopsis,  336, 1868. 

Ualichceres  macid^mma,  Jorvan,  Keview  Labroid  Fishes,  644, 1890, 

2002.  lUIDIO  BIVITTATL'S  (Bloch). 

(SlIRPERY  HiCK;  HoNCELLA.) 

Head  3^  ; dei)th  4.  1),  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  eye  6 in  head;  snout  nearly  3; 

scales  2-27-8.  Body  very  slender,  compressed ; head  small  and  pointed. 
Caudal  fin  rounded  or  subtruncate,  the  outer  rays  not  produced,  shorter 
than  the  middle  rays;  scales  before  dorsal  in  4 to  (i  rows,  not  crossing  the 
median  lim*.  Snout  moderately  pointed.  Ventral  fins  with  the  outer  ray 
not  produced,  its  length  not  more  than  4 that  of  inner  rays.  Lower 
pharyngeals  T -shaped,  the  anterior  limb  very  short.  General  color  brown- 
ish; opercle  with  a conspicuous  black  spot;  a blue-black  band  from 
snout  through  eye  and  across  operch‘8  to  base  of  caudal,  not  extending  on 
the  fin;  a narrower  and  fainter  band  from  lower  base  of  pectoral  to  above 
anal,  these  bands  growing  fainter  with  age  and  sometimes  disappearing, 
the  lower  always  wanting  in  the  adult;  no  axillary  spot;  no  distinct 
bands  across  cheek;  fins  mostly  pale,  with  bright  red  and  blue  colors 
in  life,  the  young  and  those  from  deep-water  often  showing  a black 
spot  at  base  of  caudal,  and  sonudimes  a dark  spot  near  middle  of  dorsal, 
with  sometimes  a larger  one  at  the  base  of  its  last  ray;  angles  of  caudal 
black  in  adult.  In  life,  greenish  above,  sides  shaded  with  purple,  the 
purplish  color  extending  on  the  l)ack,  where  it  forms  about  10  dark 
bars.  Young  with  a brownish  lateral  band  and  a reddish  stripe  above 
it  and  below  it.  INIany  scales  of  i)osterior  part  of  body  each  with  a ver- 
tical spot  of  de(5p  greenish  blue,  these  smallest  and  bluest  on  caudal  pe- 
duncle ; blue,  red,  and  greenish  shades  extending  downward  and  backward 
from  pectoral;  a red  band  from  each  eye,  these  meeting  on  the  najie;  each 
bordering  before  with  blue,  behind  confluent  with  a median  reddish  ver- 
tebral stripe  which  extends  to  front  of  dorsal;  snout  largely  red;  frontal 
region  green;  a red  band  through  snout  to  edge  of  opercle  edged  by  blue 
below,  then  yellowish  and  again  red;  lower  jaw  with  2 orange-red  l)ands, 
its  middle  red  in  front,  blue  behind;  throat  reddish;  opercle  with  a violet 
spot  edged  by  green  and  orange;  beyond  this  a <-shaped  violet  mark 
edged  behind  with  yellow  ; dorsal  bluish  at  base,  then  red,  yellowish,  red, 
and  pale;  sometimes,  but  not  always,  a violet  sjiot  at  base  of  its  last  ray; 
caudal  largely  red,  with  oblique  bluish  and  yellowish  stripes,  the  corners 
more  or  less  bluish,  darkest  in  the  adult;  anal  like  dorsal;  ventrals  red- 
dish; pectorals  plain. 

The  young,  types  of  riatijglossus  florealis,  are  described  as  follows: 
Head  3^;  depth  4.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  l|-26-8.  Body  rather 
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slender,  moderately  compressed ; snout  not  very  sharp,  in  head.  Eye 
moderate,  5 in  head.  Posterior  canines  small.  Dorsal  spines  rather  low, 
stiff  and  pungent,  lower  than  soft  rays;  caudal  truncate.  If  in  head; 
pectoral  If  in  head.  Scales  on  breast  small ; head  naked.  Coloration  in 
life,  groundcolor  olive  brown;  a rather  dull  olive-green  stripe  from  above 
snout  along  sides  of  l)a<3k  to  tail,  midway  lietween  lateral  line  and  dorsal; 
a lirownish  area  along  lateral  lino;  below  this  a distinct  dark-brown 
hand  from  gill  opening  to  middle  of  caudal  on  level  of  eye,  and  about  as 
broad  as  eye,  ending  in  a small  dark  spot  at  base  of  caudal ; below  this 
another  light-l)rownish  area  hounded  by  a dark-bronze  stripe  on  level  of 
pectoral,  the  belly  abruptly  pale;  each  scale  of  side  with  a narrow  cres- 
cent of  deep  greenish  blue  towards  its  l)ase;  these  spots  Auuy  distinct, 
especially  anteriorly,  giving  the  whole  fish  a bluish  cast;  sides  of  head 
pale  orange  ; a bright  Idue  wavy  streak  along  preorhital,  suhorbital,  and 
opercle,  turning  abruptly  downward  on  the  suho2iercle ; a faint  blue 
streak  behind  eye;  oi)ercle  with  a deej)  indigo-black  spot  bordered  by 
bluish  and  yellow ; ti^Jof  ox)ercle  yelloAv ; the  color  hounded  by  a <;-shaped 
blue  line;  loAA'er  jaw  Avith  2 cross  stripes  of  cojApery  orange,  the  inter- 
spaces Avhite,  the  tip  reddish;  a small  jet-l)lack  spot  at  base  of  last  ray  of 
soft  dorsal ; dorsal  fin  light  cherry  red,  Avith  a roAV  of  translucent  spots  at 
base;  a narroAv  translucent  median  band,  the  tips  translucent;  caudal 
translucent,  tinged  AA'ith  red  toward  the  base;  anal  with  a row  of  jiearly 
spots,  and  a cherry-red  band,  then  a narroAA^  jiearly  hand,  then  a light- 
yelloAv  baud,  then  a light-red  band,  the  tips  translucent;  jiectorals  yel- 
lowish; Aamtrals  AA’hite ; iris  scarlet.  This  species  reaches  a smaller  size 
than  any  other  of  our  rejirescntatiA^es  of  the  genus.  It  is  also  by  far  the 
most  common  in  the  AA  aters  of  Florida  and  Cuba,  and  its  range  extends 
consideralily  farther  north  than  any  of  the  others.  The  A^ariations  due  to 
age  and  to  character  of  bottom  are  Aau-y  considerable,  haAung  caused  the 
establishment  of  seAX*ral  nominal  species.  In  the  descrijition  aboAm 
quoted  by  Professors  Jordan  and  Gilbert  of  specimens  from  Charleston, 
Pensacola,  and  Key  West,  these  A^ariations  haA*e  been  sufficiently  indi- 
cated. Our  Cuban  specimens  (from  coral  sand)  are  much  paler  in  color 
than  those  farther  north.  The  dark  markings,  however,  remain  similar. 
In  old  examples  the  dark  lateral  bands  fade,  sometimes  becoming  more  or 
less  broken;  the  corners  of  the  caudal  become  dark,  and  there  is  usually 
a dark  spot  at  base  of  last  dorsal  ray.  Deeper  Avater  examples  are  quite 
])ale  or  red  Avith  distinct  longitudinal  stripes,  and  the  spot  at  base  of  cau- 
dal and  at  liase  of  last  dorsal  ray  distinct.  Length  6 inches.  West  Indies, 
north  to  Charleston  and  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  south  to  Brazil;  excess- 
ively abundant  along  rocky  or  AAxedy  shores  and  reefs,  commonly  taken 
Avith  hook  and  line  by  boys,  (bivittatiis,  tAvo-banded). 

Spams  radiatus,  Linn.®us,  Syst.  Kat.,  Ed.  xil,  472,  1766,  Carolina;  based  on  a specimen 
from  Charleston,  sent  by  Dr.  Garden;  not  Lahrus  radiatus  L.,  Ed.  x. 

Lahrus  bivittatus,  Bloch,  Icbth.,  pi.  284,  fig.  1, 1792,  from  a painting  by  Plnmier,  made  at 
Martinique. 

Labriis psittaculus,  Lac6pede,  Hist.  Kat.  Poiss.,  ni,  522, 1800,  Martinique;  from  a copy  of 
Plumier’s  painting. 

Julis  humeralis,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  212, 1860,  Havana ; adult. 
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Chcerojulis  grandisquamis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Kat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  206,  Beaufort,  N.  C. ; 
adults,  the  color  faint. 

Chcerojulis  arangoi,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  109, 1875,  Havana ; young,  brightly  colored. 
Platyglossus  /oreah's,  Jordan  <fe  Gilbert,  Proc.  17.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  287,  Pensacola; 

young,  brightly  colored.  (Type,  No.  30839.  Coll.  Dr.  Jordan.) 

Julis  psittaculiis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  387, 1839. 

Platyglossus  bivittatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  164,  1862;  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Notiz.,  vi,  49, 
1867;  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1870,  463;  Jordan,  Proc.  C.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,136; 
Bean  & Dresel,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  153;  Jordan,  Cat.  Eish.  N.  Am.,  98, 1885; 
Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  45;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  540  (note  on 
types  of  Julis  psittaculus,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes). 

Platyglossus  humeralis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  165,  1862;  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis  603 
Chcei-ojulis  bivittatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  335, 1868. 

C hoerti julis  hximer alls,  Poey,  Synopsis,  335,  1868;  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. 
1879, 338. 

Platyglossus  radiatus,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882, 608. 

Platyglossus  grandisquamis,  Jord Ay  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  603, 1883. 

Halichoeres  bivittatus,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  645, 1890. 

2003.  IRIDIO  DISPILUS  (Gunther). 

Head  3f;  depth  3j.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  2-28-9.  Caudal  fin 
double  concave,  the  inediaii  portion  convex,  the  outer  rays  more  or  less 
produced  in  the  adult  (the  fin  rounded  in  the  young) ; scales  before  dorsal 
in  6 or  7 rows,  not  crossing  the  median  line;  ventrals  with  the  outer  ray 
little  produced,  not  reaching  nearly  to  tips  of  pectorals;  body  rather 
stout;  profile  steep;  snout  moderately  pointed.  Color  in  spirits,  olive, 
blue  spots  on  the  scales  posteriorly,  whitish  spots  anteriorly;  around 
blue-black  spot  on  lateral  line  below  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  spines,  the 
spot  larger  than  eye;  no  spot  behind  eye  (in  the  adult);  4 or  5 iiale-blue 
wavy  lines  on  side  of  head,  the  lower  broailest;  a pale-yellowish  area 
behind  pectoral  with  horizontal  blue  streaks;  no  axillary  spot;  dorsal 
and  anal  each  with  a brown  longitudinal  stripe;  caudal  (in  male)  black- 
ish mesially,  with  blue  streaks;  a white  stripe  along  each  outer  ray. 
Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America;  Mazatlan  to  I’anama.  A beautiful 
little  fish,  abundant  in  the  branches  of  the  Astillero  at  Mazatlan.  Unlike 
most  species  of  the  group,  it  lives  ou  the  muddy  bottoms,  ami  is  abundant 
about  the  roots  of  the  mangrove,  which  border  the  muddy  branches  of  the. 
Astillero.  Here  described  from  a specimen  from  Panama,  agreeing  fairly 
with  Dr.  Giinther’s  description. 

The  following  account  is  taken  from  Mazatlan  specimens,  which  differ 
somewhat  in  color:  Head  3^;  depth  4.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  eye  6 in 
head;  snout  3t^;  maxillary  4:^;  jiectoral  Ij;  anal  3;  caudal  fin  2.  Body 
slender  and  compre.ssed;  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  similar;  head  jininted, 
the  profile  slightly  convex;  mouth  small,  the  jaws  equal;  teeth  in  a single 
row;  canines  | in  front  of  jaws;  at  the  posterior  end  of  the  iiremaxillary 
is  a single  strong,  sharp  tooth,  pointing  forward,  and  entirely  below  the 
angle  of  the  mouth.  Latm-al  line  high,  following  the  curve  of  the  back 
to  the  eighth  dorsal  ray,  where  it  curves  sharply  down  through  2 rows  of 
scales,  and  then  runs  straight  through  middle  of  caudal  peduncle  to  tail; 
pores  of  lateral  line  simjde;  scales  large,  2-27-10;  head  entirely  naked; 
gill  rakers  very  small  and  pointed,  6-|-7.  Dorsal  spines  slender  but  pun- 
gent; caudal  slightly  rounded,  the  upper  angle  slightly  acute;  ventrals 
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sliort,  not  filamentons ; scales  before  dorsal  in  about  6 rows,  not  covering 
middle  line.  Color  in  life,  olive  green  ; a bright-blue  streak,  narrow  and 
somewhat  interrupted,  from  eye  to  base  of  caudal  ; a broader  dark-bronze 
streak  just  below  it,  containing  a series  of  small  dark  spots,  mostly 
arranged  in  threes,  the  last  one  darkest,  at  base  of  caudal,  just  above 
middle  line,  these  all  obsolete  in  adult;  below  the  bronze  band,  a faint 
blue  streak,  then  a broad  brown  one,  then  a short  one;  bright  sky  blue 
bounding  the  belly,  ending  over  middle  of  anal;  belly  and  throat  pearly 
white;  head  cherry  red  and  bronze  anteriorly,  becoming  olive  behind, 
mottled  with  bine ; a dark  blue-edged  spot  behind  eye ; a large  black  spot 
smaller  than  eye  below  fifth  dorsal  spine,  this  spot  crescent-shaped,  bor- 
dered with  yellow  behind,  mostly  on  1 scale ; a golden  crescent  at  base 
of  pectoral;  dorsal  bright  orange,  bluish  below;  caudal  cherry  red;  anal 
bright  orange ; no  spots  on  fins ; iris  red.  Larger  individuals  deeper  in 
color,  the  head  cherry  red,  a dark  spot  bordered  with  blue  behind  eye; 
pectoral  not  black.  In  alcoholic  specimens  pearly  streaks  ax^pear  on  sides 
of  head  and  behind  pectoral,  (d;?,  two ; d/T/Ao?,  si^ot.) 

Platyglogsus  dUpilus,  Gu>'THER.  Proc.  Zool.  .Soc.  London  lS6i,  25.  Panama ; Gf  xtheb.  Fish. 
Cent.  Am.,  447,  1869;  Jordan  Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1882, 108 : Jordan, 
Cat.  Fi.sh.  X.  Am.,  99, 1885 ; Jordan  A Hughes,  Proc.  17.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1886, 64. 
HaUchceres  di.gpilug,  Jordan,  lieriew  Lahroid  Fishes,  646,  1890;  Jordan  Fishes  of 
Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  481,  pi.  45. 

2tX»4.  IBIDIO  KIRSCHII,  Jordan  A Erermann.  new  species. 

Head3t;  depth  3f  to  4.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  2-28-10;  snout 
24  in  head  measured  along  the  axis;  eye  If  in  snout;  pectoral  shortish. 
If  in  head.  Body  rather  elongate,  but  deeper  thau  iu  I.  caudalis,  the 
snout  less  acute;  ventrals  with  the  outer  rays  scarcely  filamentous,  about 
reaching  tips  of  x^ectorals.  Tubes  of  x>ores  of  lateral  line  distinctly 
branched,  the  branches  usually  3 in  number;  body  moderately  slender,  the 
depth  a little  less  than  length  of  head,  snout  not  A ery  sharp,  the  anterior 
lirofile  of  head  steep  and  slightly  convex.  Color  in  spirits,  olivaceous, 
with  traces  of  3 darker  cross  bands  with  x^ale  interspaces  and  some  traces 
of  blue  siiots  on  scales;  dark-blue  spot  behind  eye  large,  with  a distinct 
golden  spot  above  it,  very  distinct  in  2 specimens,  obsolete  in  a larger 
one;  a blue  streak  before  eye;  a round  black  inky  spot  at  base  of  last  ray 
of  dorsal ; fins  all  pale  in  sxiirits,  the  anal  edged  with  bluish ; a bluish 
cross  bar  ou  base  of  pectoral.  Length  about  a foot.  West  Indies,  south 
to  Bahia;  recorded  from  Cuba.  Jamaiea,  Bahia,  and  St.  Croix.  Of  this 
species  we  have  examined  the  specimens  called  J'aZis  crotaphus  hx  Valen- 
ciennes, and  3 siiecimens  taken  by  the  Albatross  at  Bahia,  the  latter  speci- 
mens (Xo.  43303,  U.  S,  X.  M.)  being  types  of  the  present  description. 
(Xamed  for  Dr,  Philip  H.  Kirsch,  fish  commissioner  of  Indiana,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  work  ou  American  fishes.) 

Jtdis  crotaphui.  Cuvier  A Valenciennes.  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xm.  395.  tab.  395, 1839,  Bahia 
not  of  Cuvier,  who  based  the  species  wholly  on  Parra's  PoncAla,  Iridic  radiatug. 
PUityglosgug  crotaphug,  Gunther.  Cat.,  iv,  163,  1862,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1870, 
463. 

Chce-rojuUs  erotaphus.  Poet,  EnumeraGo,  109,  1875. 

Halichceres poeyi,  Jordan,  Review  Lahroid  Fishes.  646, 1890;  not  of  Steindachner. 

Iridic  kinehii,  Jordan  A Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  413,  1896,  Bahia;  name  only. 
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2005.  IRIDIO  POEYl  rSteindachner). 

Head  3^;  depth  3H.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  2-28-10;  eye  small. 
6^  in  head  including-  the  opercular  flap;  snout  slender,  nearly  3 times 
diameter  of  eye;  tubes  of  lateral  line  not  described,  perhaps  as  in  Iridio 
kirschii.  Lower  half  of  body  violet  red,  the  upper  reddish  brown;  each 
scale  above  with  a deep-blue  spot;  a clear  blue  band  downward  and  back- 
ward from  the  dark  postorbital  spot;  a second  from  corner  of  month; 
a blue  crescent  on  l)ase  of  pectoral  which  widens  into  a blue  axillary  spot; 
caudal  greenish  with  convergent  streaks  of  yellow,  edged  with  violet. 
Surinam  (Steindachner) ; not  seen  by  ns;  evidently  close  to  Iridio  kirschii, 
but  the  eye  apparently  smaller,  the  color  different.  (Named  for  Prof. 
Felipe  Poey.) 

Platyglossus poeyi,  Steindachner,  Iclitli.  Notizen,  vi,  49,  1867,  Surinam. 


2006.  IRIDIO  CAl  DAMS  (Poey). 

Head  about  34^;  depth  44  with  caudal,  3^  without;  eye  6 in  head,  2 in 
snout;  caudal  rounded  medially,  concave  toward  its  points,  the  ujiper  lobe 
longer  than  lower;  tubes  of  lateral  line  not  described.  Color  olive  green 
above,  sky  blue  below ; an  olive  spot  surrounded  by  clear  green  on  each 
scale ; passage  from  sides  to  belly  made  insensibly  by  a yellow^  band ; bodj^ 
becoming  paler  toward  the  tail;  head  with  bine  streaks,  which  extend 
on  throat  and  base  of  pectorals,  a green  spot  edged  with  dark  blue  behind 
eye,  2 series  of  round  spots  of  cobalt  blue,  from  caudal  toward  middle 
of  trunk,  where  they  disappear;  blue  on  rays  of  caudal;  dorsal  and  anal 
bright  rose,  crossed  by  2 blue  streaks,  formed  by  series  of  bine  points 
on  dorsal,  which  has  also  a blue  streak  on  its  front;  ventrals  rosy ; pectorals 
washed  with  blue;  iris  vermilion,  with  yellow.  Length  160  mm.  Cuba. 
(Poey);  not  seen  by  ns;  possibly  the  female  of  Iridio  pictus,  but  probably 
a distinct  species,  (caudalis,  from  the  form  of  the  caudal.) 

Julis  caudalis,  Poey,  Meinorias,  ii,  213,  1860,  Havana. 

Platyglossus  caudals,  Gunthek,  Cat.,  iv,  166,  1862. 

2007.  IRIDIO  PK'TUS  (Poey). 

Head  3| ; depth  4^.  D.  IX,  11 ; A.  Ill,  12 ; scales  2-28-10.  Tubes  of  pores 
of  lateral  line  all  simple  or  very  nearly  so,  not  trifld;  body  very  slender, 
the  depth  less  than  length  of  head;  snout  very  sharp ; the  anterior  profile 
of  head  straightish  and  not  steep;  snout  2i  in  head;  eye  2 in  snout;  pec- 
toral moderate,  1,|  in  head.  Color  in  spirits,  pale,  unmarked,  except  for 
the  small  black  spot  behind  eye;  in  life,  olivaceous;  a row  of  round  sky- 
blue  spots  along  each  side  of  back;  a broad  band-like  area  of  orange 
mingled  with  violet  spots  along  sides  backward  from  head  to  middle  of 
body,  the  lower  edge  of  this  band  serrate ; below^  this  a pale  violet  band, 
darker  behind;  still  lower  a yellow  stripe;  head  olivaceous,  marked  with 
blue;  preorbital  scarlet,  with  3 violet  stripes;  opercles  bright  red,  with 
3 violet  stripes,  the  postocular  black  spot  in  the  uppermost;  dorsal  and 
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anal  orange  and  yellow,  with  blue  sj)ots;  caudal  with  convergent  hands 
of  orange  forming  reticulations  around  blue  spots. 

Another  specimen  is  described  as  follows : 

Head  3^;  depth  4^.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  2-25-6.  Body  very 
slender,  compressed,  the  snout  rather  pointed,  3^  in  head;  eye  moderate, 
5^  in  head.  Posterior  canine  large.  Dorsal  spines  low,  rather  slender, 
but  pungent,  lower  than  the  soft  rays;  caudal  fin  convex,  its  2 outer- 
most rays  somewhat  produced;  pectoral  If  in  length  of  head;  scales  on 
breast  small;  head  naked.  Color,  when  fresh,  olivaceous  above;  a row  of 
round  sky-blue  spots  along  each  side  of  back ; a broad  band-like  area  of 
orange  intermingled  with  violet  spots  along  sides  from  lateral  line  about 
to  level  of  eye,  extending  backward  about  to  middle  of  body,  the  lower 
edge  of  the  orange  band  serrate;  below  the  orange  a band  pale  violet, 
becoming  posteriorly  deep  violet;  still  lower  on  level  of  lower  edge  of 
pectoral  a deep  yellow  band  about  as  wide  as  a scale,  growing  narrower 
and  fainter  behind;  belly  pearly;  head  above  olivaceous,  marked  with 
blue;  preorbital  and  suborbital  region  scarlet,  with  3 violet-blue  stripes, 
these  margined  with  cherry  red;  cheeks  below  lowest  violet  stripe 
translucent  yellowish;  opercles  bright  red,  with  about  3 oblique  violet 
stripes,  the  upper  forming  an  oblique  blotch  behind  eye,  in  the  middle  of 
which  is  around  black  ink-like  spot;  no  dark  opercular  spot;  chin  pearly; 
iris  red;  dorsal  light  orange,  the  soft  part  with  3 rows  of  violet  spots; 
caudal  orange,  with  4 rows  of  spots,  the  orange  arranged  in  1 longitudinal, 
2 marginal,  and  2 convergent  orange  bands,  which  are  connected  by  reticu- 
lations around  blue  spots;  anal  with  a basal  orange  spot  on  each  mem- 
brane, then  a blue  spot,  then  a broad  yellow  band,  then  a narrow  blue 
band,  and  a terminal  band  of  orange;  ventrals  light  red;  pectorals  pale 
violet,  yellow  at  base,  a bluish  oblique  band  below  them;  blue  spots  of 
head  and  posterior  parts  clear,  sky  blue;  elsewhere  of  a violet  shade  and 
less  bright. 

West  Indies,  north  to  the  Snapper  Banks,  off  Pensacola. 

This  species  is  known  to  us  from  a number  of  specimens,  all  taken  from 
stomachs  of  Groupers  and  Snappers  on  the  Snapper  Banks,  between  Pen- 
sacola and  Tampa.  We  identify  our  specimens  Avith  the  pictiis  of  Poey, 
although  while  agreeing  in  the  coloration  of  the  head  and  in  the  form  of 
the  tail,  they  differ  in  some  details.  In  pictiis,  according  to  Poey,  the  body 
is  more  slender,  the  depth  54  in  total  length,  the  eye  2 diameters  from  the 
corner  of  the  mouth.  Color  blue  aboA^e;  in  front  of  middle  of  body  the 
sides  blood  red,  darker  on  the  head;  behind  the  middle  the  body  is  olive 
green;  blue  bands  on  the  head;  scales  each  with  a bluish  crescent;  caudal 
with  3 orange  bands  AAdiich  conA^erge  behind;  dorsal  and  anal  orange,  the 
latter  with  2 blue  lines.  It  is  probable,  howcAmr,  that  JuUs  2ncti(s  is  iden- 
tical with  our  specimens,  and  perhaps  caudalis  is  the  female  of  the  same, 
lacking  the  red  shades  on  anterior  half  of  body,  (pictus,  painted.) 

Julis  pictus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  214, 1861,  Havana. 

Platyglossus 2>ictMS,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  166, 1862. 

Platyglossus  caudalis,  Jordan  Sl  Gilbert,  Proc.  U . S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  286 ; Jordan,  1.  c.,  1884, 
37 ; Jordan  & Hughes,  1.  c.,  1886,  64 ; not  of  Poey. 

Ualichoeres  caudalis,  Jordan,  KeAiew  Labroicl  Fishes,  647, 1890;  probably  not  of  Poey. 
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636.  OXYJULIS,  Gill. 

(Senoritas.) 

Oxyjulis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1863, 330  (niodestus) . 

Body  very  slender;  the  snout  sharp ; canines  small,  2 above,  4 below; 
posterior  canine  small,  or  represented  by  a slight  rudiment.  Dorsal  spines 
very  slender  and  Ilexible,  not  all  pungent,  this  character  distinguishing  the 
genus  from  Julidio.  One  species,  ranging  farther  northward  than  any  other 
of  the  JuUdincB.  (oCi)?,  sharp;  JiiUs.) 

200S.  OXYJULIS  CALIFORMCUS  (Gunther). 

(Senorita.) 

Head  4;  depth  4^^.  D.  IX,  13;  A.  Ill,  13;  scales  28.  Body  very  slender, 
strongly  compressed;  the  head  slender,  with  sharp  snout;  snout  3 in  head; 
eye  5;  anterior  canines  small,  f,  the  upper  larger  and  divergent;  posterior 
canine  extremely  weak  or  wanting,  rarely  present  on  both  sides ; scales 
before  dorsal  much  reduced,  in  10  or  12  rows,  those  on  breast  considerably 
smaller  than  those  on  sides;  dorsal  spines  slender  and  flexible,  not  at  all 
pungent ; caudal  truncate ; ven  trals  short,  the  first  ray  not  twice  the  length 
of  the  inner  ray.  (^^olor  olive  lirown;  centers  of  scales  orange  brown; 
belly  cream  color;  sides  of  head  with  alternate  streaks  of  brown  and 
bluish;  a large  inky  blue-black  blotch  at  base  of  caudal,  covering  ^ of  fin; 
membrane  of  bose  of  spinous  dorsal  largely  indigo  blue;  fins  otherwise 
pale;  lower  pharyngeals  essentially  as  in  Iridio,  the  large  teeth  more  acute. 
Length  7 inches.  Const  of  southern  California;  common  about  rocks  and 
kelp  from  Monterey  to  Guadalupe  Island  ; one  specimen  taken  at  Sausalito, 
San  Francisco  Bay.  A pretty  little  fish,  common  in  the  kelp  and  among 
rocks. 

Julis  modestus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.,  vii,  1854, 151,  San  Diego,  Monterey,  San 
Miguel;  Giraru,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Sur.,  Fisb.,  163, 1858;  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila. 
1862, 142 ; not  Julis  modestus,  Rleeker. 

ITalichoeres  californicus,  Gunther,  Ann.  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.,  ser.  3,  Vol.  \Tii,  1861,  386,  name. 

only ; substitute  for  Julis  modestus,  preoccupied. 

Pseudojulis  modestus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  168,  1862;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.  1880,  455;  JORDAN  A GILBERT,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 10;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 225;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  604,  1883;  Jordan,  Cat. 
Fish.  N.  A.,  99, 1885. 

Oxyjxdis  modestus.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1863,  331, 

Oxyjulis  caK/ormcR«,  Jordan  A Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  65. 

Pseudojulis  californicus,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  650, 1890. 

637.  EMMEEKIA,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

Jordan  A Evermann,  Check-List,  413, 1896  (venustus). 

This  genus  differs  from  Pseudojulis  only  in  the  presence  of  4 canines  in 
front  of  each  jaw  instead  of  2;  posterior  canine  wanting  or  represented 
by  a slight  rudiment;  dorsal  spines  slender,  but  somewhat  pungent. 
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(Named  for  Dr.  Seth  Eugene  Meek,*  assistant  curator  of  zoology  in  the 
Field  Columh.ian  Museum,  Chicago,  in  recognition  of  his  work  on  Ameri- 
can hshes.) 

2009.  EMMEEKIA  VENUSTA  (Jenkins  & Evermann), 

Head  31;  depth  31;  eye  5 in  head.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  3-27-8. 
Body  rather  slender  and  compressed,  its  depth  less  than  length  of  head ; 
profile  above  eye  nearly  straight;  head  long  and  slender ; snout  long;  eye 
small;  caudal  suhtruncate;  ventral  short,  its  outer  ray  not  produced,  not 
reaching  to  tips  of  pectorals;  posterior  canine  very  weak  or  wanting, 
rarely  present  on  both  sides;  scales  before  dorsal  small,  in  10  or  12  series; 
scales  on  breast  small;  canines  slender,  |.  Color  creamy  orange,  the  back 
darker;  many  of  the  scales  of  back  and  upper  part  of  sides  each  with  a 
vertically  oblong  dark-brown  spot;  one  of  these  at  upper  part  of  base  of 
caudal  more  distinct  than  the  others ; a narrow  dark  bar  across  base  of  pec- 
toral; a horizontal  dusky  streak  through  eye  and  snout;  fins  plain,  pale; 
male  with  a vertical  blue-black  bar  behind  pectorals,  much  as  in  Iridio 
semielnctus.  Gulf  of  California;  rather  common.  Length  6 inches.  A 
pretty  little  fish,  known  to  us  from  numerous  specimens  collected  at 
Guaymas  by  Jenkins  & Evermann,  and  also  from  specimens  taken  in  the 
Gulf  of  California  by  Dr.  Gilbert,  (venustus,  pretty;  from  Venus.) 

Paeudojulis  venustus,  Jenkins  & Evermann,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1888,  145,  Guaymas 
(Type,  No.  39631.  Coll.  Jenkins  <fc  Evermann) ; Jordan,  Eeview  Labroid  Fishes,  649. 
1890;  Evermann  &.  Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891, 160,  pi.  2,  fig.  5. 

638.  JULIDIO,  Jordan  ik  Evermann. 

Jwh’dio,  Jordan  &,  Evermann,  Check-List,  413, 1896  (adustus). 

This  genus  agrees  with  Iridio  in  all  respects  except  that  the  posterior 
canine  is  wholly  wanting.  Body  robust;  snout  pointed;  scales  before  dor- 
sal large.  Canines  I ; dorsal  spines  pungent.  Caudal  rounded.  Species 
American.  (From  lulls,  lovXn;,  a classical  name  of  related  species,  from 
i6v,  violet.) 

a.  Depth  2^ ; head  3 ; ventrals  rather  long,  reaching  nearly  to  vent;  the  inner  rays  If  in 
the  outer ; scales  2-27-8.  Color  brown.,  darker  at  bases  of  scales ; pectorals  pale ; 
other  fins  black;  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  with  white  margins,  broadest  at 
tip  of  caudal;  .sometimes  pale  wavy  lines  on  head.  adustus,  2010. 

aa.  Depth  3 J ; head  3^ ; ventrals  short,  the  outer  ray  not  nearly  twice  inner ; scales  2-25-8. 
Color  olive;  young  with  a silvery  lateral  streak;  back  with  4 or  5 indistinct 
broad  dark  cross  bands,  these  foi’ming  blotches  on  the  dorsal  fin,  one  of  these 
on  the  first  3 soft  rays  largest  and  quite  black;  angles  of  caudal  pals;  ventrals 
whitish,  with  a broad  black  outer  margin.  notospilus,  2011. 

2010.  JULIDIO  ADUSTUS  (Gilbert). 

Head  3f ; depth  2f  (3^  with  caudal),  3 in  young ; snout  3 ; eye  2^  in  snout. 
D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  27.  Caudal  peduncle  If  in  length  of  head. 
Four  strong  canines  in  lower  jaw,  2 in  the  upper,  directed  very  obliquely 


The  natural  deriv^ative  from  “Meek”  is  preoccupied  in  Palaeontology. 
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forward.  Scales  not  continued  over  median  line-  of  nape,  7 or  8 in  front 
of  dorsal;  7 or  8 series  of  scales  on  breast.  No  scaly  sheaths  at  base  of 
dorsal  or  anal ; tubes  of  lateral  line  much  branched,  some  of  them  occa- 
sionally simple.  Caudal  rounded,  the  outer  rays  not  at  all  produced.  If 
in  head;  ventrals  rather  long,  reaching  nearly  to  vent,  the  inner  rays  If 
ill  the  outer ; pectorals  If  in  head ; dorsal  spines  pungent.  Color  in  spirits, 
everywhere  warm  brown,  darker  on  the  bases  of  the  scales;  pectorals 
lighter;  other  fins  black,  the  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal,  with  a narrow 
white  margin  broader  at  tips  of  outer  caudal  rays.  In  one  specimen  there 
are  traces  of  wavy  lines  on  head,  perhaps  blue  in  life.  Kevillagigedo 
Islands ; 3 specimens  from  Socorro  Island,  the  longest  9 inches  long.  ,{adusius, 
brown  or  scorched.) 

Pseudojidis  adustus,  Gilbert,  Proo.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  66,  Socorro  Island.  (Type, 
No.  44275.  Coll.  A(5atro*-s.) 


2011.  .JULIDIO  NOTOSPILLS  (Giiutber). 

Head  3f;  depth  3f.  D.  IX,  11;  A.  Ill,  11;  eyes  6 in  head;  snout  3f; 
scales  2-25-8.  Body  rather  stout ; snout  pointed ; profile  not  steep ; dorsal 
spines  pungent;  first  anal  spine  very  slender,  hardly  distinguishable; 
caudal  fin  rounded;  ventral  fins  with  the  outer  ray  not  produced,  its 
length  not  nearly  twice  that  of  the  inner  rays,  its  tip  not  reaching  to  tip 
of  pectoral;  scales  before  dorsal  in  about  6 series.  Coloration  of  adult, 
bine  green;  bar  across  base  of  pectoral  very  bright;  no  dark  spot  behind 
eye;  corners  and  tip  of  caudal  pale,  as  in  young;  each  scale  of  posterior 
part  of  body  with  a small  sky-blue  spot  at  tip ; edges  of  scales  bluish,  the 
base  olivaceous;  axil  blue,  golden  behind;  breast  and  throat  ])ale-salmcn 
color,  with  bluish  streaks  and  shadi's ; cheek  yellowish  ; snout  blue.  Young 
with  blue  spots  more  distinct,  especially  1 behind  (‘ye.  Adult  with  4 
dark  shades  on  back  extending  on  dorsal,  the  largc'st  at  front  of  soft  dor- 
sal; blackish  spot  diffuse,  not  ocellated ; caudal  with  faint  bluish  cro.ss 
streaks  on  faint  bronze  ground  color,  the  angles  broadly  whitish;  anal 
bronze  with  3 bluish  streaks,  tip  pale;  ventrals  dusky  edged.  Young 
colored  like  adult,  but  brighter,  a paler  olive  streak  from  mouth  across 
opercle  above  pectoral  to  base  of  caudal,  this  obsolete  in  adult;  dorsal 
unlike  that  of  adult;  first  dorsal  bronze  with  bluish  cross  streaks,  the 
large  black  blotch  ocellated  with  blue  and  with  a patch  of  bright  yellow 
before  and  behind  it,  interspaces  between  this  and  the  two  other  smaller 
black  spots  bright  yellow  also;  liluo  spots  in  young  more  distinct,  espe- 
cially 1 behind  eye,  which  disappears  with  age.  Length  6 inches.  Pacific 
Coast  of  Mexico;  Mazatlan  to  Panama;  generally  common  in  rock-pools, 
especially  about  Mazatlan,  where  our  specimens  were  taken.  (riSro?, 
back;  d7t7Xo<;,  spot.) 

Pseudojulis  noiosjnhis,  Gunther,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1864,  26,  Panama ; Gunther, 
Fish.  Cent.  Am.,  447, 1869;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mns.  1885,  384;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish. 
N.  Am.  1885,99;  Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,66;  Jordan,  Peview 
Labroid  Fishes,  649, 1890;  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 480. 
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639.  PSEUDOJULIS,  Bleeker. 

Pseudojnlis,  Bleekek,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1861,412  {girardi). 

Body  elongate,  compressed,  covered  witli  large  scales;  lateral  line  con- 
tinuous; each  jaw  with  2 strong  canines  in  front,  and  with  no  trace  of 
posterior  canines;  dorsal  with  9 pungent  spines;  anal  with  3 spines. 
General  character  of  Halichceres,  from  which  genus  PseudojuUs  dilfers  in 
the  absence  of  posterior  canines,  and  in  having  3 anal  spines.  Species 
of  small  size  found  about  rocky  islands  of  the  Pacific;  the  type.  Pseudo- 
Jab's  g'/rardi,  is  an  East  Indian  species,  false;  Julis.) 

a.  Dorsal  spines  slender  and  flexible;  body  xery  slender,  the  depth  5 in  length;  the 
head2j;  caudal  truncate;  pectorals  and  xentrals  very  short ; scales  not  contin- 
uous across  median  line  of  nape,  6 series  in  front  of  dorsal.  Color  nearly 
uniform  olivaceous;  a faint  dark  streak  forvard  from  eye;  a dark  spot  on  each 
scale  along  the  base  of  dorsal;  scales  along  lower  half  of  sides  edged  with  pale; 
spinous  dorsal  dusky;  a small  black  spot  at  base  of  fifth  ray  and  1 at  base  of 
last  ray;  fins  otherwise  plain  translucent.  ixornatus,  2012. 

aa.  Dorsal  spines  slender, but  pungent;  body  rather  slender,  the  depth  4 in  length; 
head  3 ; caudal  rounded ; pectorals  and  ventrals  short ; scales  not  continuous 
across  median  line  of  nape;  8 series  before  dorsal.  Color  olivaceous;  the  back 
and  sides  above  with  7 broad  dusky  cross  bars,  the  pale  interspaces  less  than 
i their  width,  these  bars  not  continued  on  the  dorsal  fin;  a streak  forward  from 
eye,  another  backward;  opercular  flap  with  a jet-black  spot,  which  has  a broad 
pale  margin ; a round  black  spot  at  base  of  caudal  above  the  median  rays ; a 
du-sky  spot  on  each  side  above  vent,  in  front  of  which  are  2 short  silvery  jjaral- 
lel  lines  down  and  forward,  with  traces  of  4 others;  a small  jet-black  spot 
between  first  and  second  dorsal  spines;  fins  otherwise  plain  translucent. 

MELANOTIS.  2013. 


2012.  PSEUDOJILIS  IXORXATUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  2f  (34  in  total) ; depth  5 (5|  in  total  length).  D.  IX,  12 ; A.  Ill,  12 ; 
scales  11-27-10.  Body  very  slender;  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  114;  snout 
34  in  head ; maxillary  4|-,  equaling  diameter  of  orbit,  which  is  If  in  snout, 
and  equals  interorbital  width.  Two  canines  only  in  front  of  each  jaw; 
no  posterior  canines.  Distance  from  front  of  dorsal  to  occiput  equaling 
distance  from  latter  to  front  of  eye.  Dorsal  spines  slender  and  flexible, 
longest  soft  ray  23  in  head ; caudal  truncate,  the  outer  rays  not  produced.  If 
in  head;  pectorals  and  ventrals  very  short,  the  outer  ray  of  the  latter  not 
at  all  produced;  pectorals  2 in  head;  ventrals  23,  not  nearly  reaching  vent. 
Scales  not  continuous  across  median  line  of  nape,  6 series  in  front  of  dorsal ; 
scales  on  breast  much  reduced;  10  oblique  series  in  front  of  ventrals;  18 
scales  along  dorsal  portion  of  lateral  line;  no  scaly  sheaths  along  the 
bases  of  fins.  Color  in  spirits,  nearly  uniform  olivaceous;  a faint  dark 
streak  forward  from  eye  to  end  of  maxillary;  a dark  spot  on  each  scale 
along  base  of  dorsal,  forming  a faint  dark  streak;  scales  along  lower  half 
of  sides  edged  with  whitish  (probably  blue  in  life) ; spinons  dorsal  dusky, 
a small  black  spot  at  base  of  fifth  ray,  another  at  base  of  last  ray;  fins 
otherwise  translucent,  unmarked;  iris  bright  silvery.  This  species  is 
known  from  a single  specimen,  34  inches  long,  dredged  by  the  Altaiross 
oft’  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  south  of  Cape  San  Lucas.  (Gilbert.)  (inor- 
natus,  not  adorned.) 
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Pseudojulis  inornatus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  67,  west  coast  of  Mexico,  at 
Albatross  Station  2829,  lat.  22°  52'  N.,  long.  109°  55'  W.,  in  31  fathoms  (Type,  No. 
44273) ; JORDAN,  KoTiew  Lahroid  Fishes,  650, 1890. 

2013.  PSEUDOJl LIS  MELAXOTIS,  Gilbert. 

Head  3 (3|  iu  total  length) ; depth  4 (4g  in  total  length).  D.  IX,  12;  A. 
Ill,  12;  scales  26.  Body  rather  slender;  snont  3f  in  head;  eye  4^,  equal- 
ing length  of  maxillary.  Two  anterior  canines  in  each  jaw;  i)osterior 
canines  not  developed.  Dorsal  spines  Ih^xilile,  hut  pungent,  the  soft  rays 
in  head;  caudal  rounded,  the  outer  rays  not  at  all  produced;  pectorals 
and  ventrals  short,  the  outer  ventral  rays  not  produced,  not  reaching 
vent ; pectorals  If  in  head.  Scales  not  crossing  median  line  of  nape,  much 
reduced  on  its  anterior  portion,  in  S oblique  rows;  scales  on  breast  small, 
in  9 rows;  no  scaly  sheaths  to  fins.  Color  in  spirits,  light  olivaceous;  the 
back  and  upper  part  of  sides  with  7 broad,  dusky  crossbars;  the  light 
interspaces  less  than  f their  width;  these  bars  are  distinct  along  dorsal 
outline,  but  are  not  continued  on  the  dorsal  lin;  they  become  partly  inter- 
rupted along  dorsal  portion  of  lateral  line  anteriorly,  to  become  most 
prominent  along  middle  of  sides;  the  first  bar  is  on  the  nape,  the  second 
under  anterior  dorsal  spines;  a dusky  streak  from  eye  forward  to  snout, 
and  another  backward  toward  opercular  angle;  opercular  flap  Avith  a 
jet-black  spot,  widely  margined  posteriorly  Avith  white;  a round  black 
spot  at  base  of  caudal,  aboA'e  the  median  rays;  a dusky  spot  on  each  side 
aboA'e  A^ent,  in  front  of  which  are  2 short  parallel  sih'ery  lines  running 
obliquely  downward  and  foi  Avard;  faint  traces  of  about  4 other  silvery 
lines  in  front  of  these  and  running  parallel  Avith  them;  a small  jet  black 
spot  on  membrane  between  first  and  second  dorsal  spines ; fins  otherwise 
translucent,  unmarked.  Gulf  of  California.  Known  from  1 example  2| 
inches  long,  dredged  by  the  ^/&a/ross.  (Gilbert.)  (//f'Aaj,  black;  ear.) 

Pneudojulis  melanotis,  Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  67,  Gulf  of  California,  at 
Albatross  Station  2825,  lat.  24°  22'  15"  N.,  long.  110°  19'  15"  W.,  in  7 fathoms  (Type, 
No.  44274);  JORDAN,  Keview  Lahroid  Fishes,  650,1890. 

640.  CHLORICHTHYS,  Swainson. 

Chlorichthys,  SwAiNSON,  Nat.  Hist.  Class.  Fishes,  11,  232,  1839  (bifasciatus,  etc.;. 
Chlorichthys,  Jordan,  Eeview  Lahroid  Fishes,  651,  1890  (restricted  to  bifasciahis,  etc.). 

Body  oblong  or  elongate,  moderately  compressed,  coAmred  Avith  large 
scales;  lateral  line  continuous;  a slight  sheath  of  scales  along  base  of  dor- 
sal; no  posterior  canine;  anterior  canines  I;  dorsal  spines  always  8, 
usually  slender;  anal  spines  3,  the  third  slender,  like  a soft  ray.  Head 
naked;  loAver  pharyngeals  essentially  as  in  Halichoeres  and  Iridio.  Species 
all  American,  so  far  as  known,  distinguished  from  the  very  closely  related 
Old  World  genus,  Tlialassoma  Swainson  (=JuU8,  Giinther ; not  of  Cuvier)  by 
the  presence  of  3 anal  spines  instead  of  2.  (x^~Gop6<^,  green;  fish.) 

a.  Caudal  fin  slightly  lunate  in  the  adult,  truncate  in  the  young. 

b.  Body  bicolor,  the  upper  half  blackish,  the  lower  pale;  body  slender,  the  depth 
about  4 in  length ; ventrals  shorter  than  pectorals,  not  filamentous ; upper  half 
ol  body  dark  purplish,  the  lower  half  abruptly  rosy,  the  dark  color  of  back 
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becoming  gradually  deeper  downward,  this  forming  a broad  blackisb  lateral 
band,  the  edge  of  which  curves  upward  at  base  of  caudal;  a faint  brown 
streak  below  the  dark ; middle  line  of  back  black ; head  black,  with  2 streaks 
downward  and  forward  from  eye;  dorsal  dark,  with  whitish  margiu ; anal 
brownish,  distal  half  pale ; caudal  yelloAvish,  with  2 purple  longitudinal  bands 
extending  upon  the  longest  rays ; axil  with  a purple  dot ; tij)  of  pectoral  dark  ; 
6 small  scales  before  dorsal.  lucasanus,  2014. 

ob.  Body  not  bicolor. 

c.  Body  rather  deep,  tlie  depth  3 to  SJ  in  length,  equal  to  length  of  head ; nape 
scaled  on  median  line;  8 or  9 scales  before  dorsal;  ventrals  short,  the 
outer  rays  not  produced ; interopercles  meeting  below  throat ; scales 
27.  D,  VIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  11.  Color  deep  brown,  each  scale  on  side  with 
a vertical  bluish  bar  at*base  and  margined  with  pale  blue ; sides  of  head 
thickly  covered  with  blue  spots  and  broken  lines,  those  on  cheek  radi- 
ating from  eye;  dorsal  and  anal  purplish,  a submarginal  pale  streak 
and  a narrow  white  margin;  a black  blotch  on  front  of  spinous  dorsal; 
caudal  brown,  the  outer  rays  tipped  with  black ; pectorals  and  ventrals 
purplish  at  base,  with  yellowish  distal  portion ; dorsal  spines  strong. 

SOCORROENSIS,  2015. 

cc.  Body  slender,  compressed,  the  depth  about  4 in  length;  ventrals  much 
shorter  than  pectorals. 

d.  Ventrals  in  pectorals;  olive,  a violet  lateral  band,  broken  poste- 
riori j-  ; dorsal  olive,  with  a while  margin,  darker  below  it ; a dark 
blotch  on  4 anterior  spines ; a'  dark  streak  on  each  caudal  lobe ; 
axil  with  a black  spot.  nitidus,  2016. 

dd.  ITentrals  2^  in  pectorals ; top  of  head  and  back  brilliant  yellow,  this 
color  extending  on  sides  of  head  and  to  ventrals;  a large  yellow 
blotch  on  caudal  tin;  lower  parts  rosy  white;  a maroon  band 
backward  from  eye,  breaking  up  on  body  into  a series  of  6 quad- 
rate spots  of  bottle  green,  the  last  blotch  extending  on  outer 
rays  of  caudal ; dorsal  mostly  greenish,  with  pale  margin,  a dark 
blotch  between  second  and  fifth  spines;  pectorals  pale;  ven- 
trals yellow.  NiTiDissiMUS,  2017, 

aa.  Caudal  fin  deeply  forked,  the  outer  rays  much  produced,  especially  in  the  adult. 

e.  Color  not  uniform  deep  green. 

/,  Pectoral  fin  Avith  a large  blue-black  blotch  near  its  tip ; basal  half  of  anal 
not  violet  black;  head  and  caudal  fin  entirely  bluish  violet;  edge  of 
caudal  jiaie;  obscure  paler  streaks  on  side  of  head;  breast  to  ventrals 
violet,  paler  than  head ; body  violaceous,  its  anterior  third  paler,  the 
scales  posteriorly  edged  with  dull  A'iolet ; dorsal  dull  violet,  its  base 
paler,  its  edge  Avhitish ; anal  with  a violet  stripe  above  the  pale  edge. 

STEINDACHNERI,  2018. 

f/.  Pectoral  fin  with  a black  blotch  at  its  tip;  body  bicolor,  the  anterior  and 
posterior  halves  diflerent,  anterior  half  deep  blue,  the  head  paler,  pos- 
terior half  bottle  green,  a deep-blue  band  across  body  covered  by 
pectoral;  a fainter  one  behind  gill  opening,  the  two  perhaps  sometimes 
coalescing;  spinous  dorsal  dark;  tip  of  pectoral  dark ; caudal  pale,  its 
lobes  dark  blue  on  the  outer  part;  soft  dorsal  greenish;  anal  and 
ventrals  bluish.  bifasciatus,  2019. 

f/f.  Pectoral  fin  not  black  at  tip ; body  not  bicolor,  bright  green  throughout, 
each  scale  Avith  a purplish  bar  at  base;  head,  nape,  and  belly  purplish, 
the  head  with  4 green  streaks  on  each  side,  margined  with  brown; 
these  streaks  continued  backward  as  Avavy  green  streaks  on  breast; 
dorsal  and  anal  purplish,  with  a wide  terminal  green  band  nearlj’  ^ 
Avidth  of  fin ; upper  and  lower  caudal  rays  purplish,  the  median  rays 
pale;  pectorals  and  ventrals  pale,  a small  black  blotch  at  base  of 
pectorals  aboA'e.  IIead3i:  depth  3J;  scales  covering  median  line  of 
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nape,  7 or  8 rows  before  dorsal ; caudal  deeply  lunate  in  adult,  the 
outer  rays  twice  median  ones ; outer  ventral  rays  produced,  not  quite 
twice  inner  rays;  dorsal  spines  pungent.  D.  Till,  13;  A.  Ill,  11. 

GRAMMATICUS,  2020. 

ce.  Color  uniform  bright  green,  without  well-deflned  marks  on  head  or  body. 
Head  3 in  length ; depth  about  3;  scales  continuous  across  nape;  about  7 
rows  before  dorsal;  scales  27;  outer  caudal  lobes  mucli  produced,  1^  in 
head;  outer  ventral  rays  lilamentous;  dorsal  spines  pungent.  H.  Till, 
13;  A.  Ill,  11.  VIRENS,  2021. 

2014.  CHLORICHTIITS  LUCASAMJS  (Gill). 

Head  4;  depth  about  4.  D.  VIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  2-26-8.  Head 
rather  pointed ; dorsal  spines  pungent;  ventrals  not  lilamentous.  Seales 
before  dorsal  small,  6 in  number.  Caudal  lunate  in  adult,  truncate  in  the 
young,  the  black  outer  rays  produced  somew  hat  beyond  the  others.  A 
broad  black  band  along  side,  its  lower  edge  passing  along  lower  edge  of 
eye  and  upper  edge  of  pectoral,  then  along  middle  of  body  curving  up- 
ward to  base  of  upper  lobe  of  caudal;  belly  below  this  abruptly  jialer, 
brownish  posteriorly ; a faint  brown  streak  along  sides  from  behind  pec- 
toral to  middle  of  caudal  base;  dark  lateral  band  fading  insensibly  above 
into  the  brown  hue  of  the  back;  upper  part  of  back  again  black;  head 
all  dark,  black  above,  the  color  gradually  fading  below  to  brown;  2 pale 
bluish  streaks  from  lower  part  of  eye  downward  and  backward  ; a black 
spot  at  upper  base  of  pectoral;  dorsal  black,  with  a narrow  pale  margin 
on  the  soft  part;  caudal  pale,  its  upper  and  lower  rays  abruptly  black, 
and  narrowly  edged  with  pah*;  anal  brown  at  base,  pale  at  tip;  pectoral 
brown,  with  a blackish  area  towanl  the  tip.  Length  about  3^  inches. 
Uulf  of  California,  in  rock  pools.  Known  from  Cape  San  Lucas,  Mazatlan, 
and  Tres  Marias.  Here  described  from  3 specimens  (Xo.  37154,  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.)  brougJit  from  Tres  Marias  Islands  by  Alphonso  Forrer. 

Jvlis  lucasanus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 142,  Cape  San  Lucas;  Gunther,  Cat., 
IV,  184,  1862;  JORDAN  & GlLRERT,  Proc.  17.  S.  Nat.  :Mus.  1882,  367. 

Thalassoma  iKcasonam,  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N.  Am.,  98, 1885 ; Jordan  & Hughes,  1.  c.,  1886, 
68 ; Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1888,  333 ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  652, 1890. 


2015.  ( HLOllICHTHYS  SO(  ORUOE.NSIS  (Gilbert). 

Head  3 to  3i ; depth  3 to  3f . D.  VIII,  13 ; A.  HI,  11 ; scales  2-27-8.  Depth 
of  caudal  peduncle  2\  in  head;  maxillary  3^-,  snout  2f;  interorbital  4^. 
Interopercles  meeting  below  on  median  line  of  throat.  Scales  reduced 
on  breast  and  nape,  the  latter  scaled  over  median  line ; 8 or  9 scales  in  a row 
along  nape,  arranged  in  5 or  6 oblique  series;  13  obliipio  rows  on  breast; 
well-developed  scaly  sheaths  along  liases  of  dorsal  and  anal,  and  series  of 
scales  running  out  on  membranes  between  rays  of  caudal.  Outer  caudal 
rays  little  produced,  the  outline  of  fin  greatly  concave,  longest  ray  equal- 
ing length  of  head  in  front  of  preopercular  margin ; ventrals  short,  the 
outer  rays  not  produced,  the  inner  rays  contained  If  in  length  of  outer; 
pectorals  short  aud  broad.  If  in  head;  dorsal  spines  strong  and  sharp. 
Deep  brown,  each  scale  on  sides  with  a vertical  bluish  bar  at  base,  nar- 
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rowly  margined  with  light  blue;  sides  of  head  thickly  covered  with 
small  purplish  or  bluish  sjiots  and  broken  lines  margined  with  darker 
blue,  those  on  cheeks  arranged  in  lines  radiating  from  the  eye;  dorsal  and 
anal  purplish,  a submarginal  light  streak  (probably  blue  in  life),  and  a 
narrow  white  margin;  a black  blotch  on  anterior  rays  of  sx)inous  dorsal; 
pectorals  and  ventrals  purplish  at  base,  with  more  or  less  orange  or  yellow 
on  distal  portion;  caudal  brownish,  the  outer  rays  tipped  with  black. 
Kevillagigedo  Archipelago,  abundant  at  Socorro  Island;  the  longest  speci- 
men known,  10^  inches  long.  (Gilbert.) 

Thalassoma  socorroense,  Gilbert,  Proc.  17.  S.  Kat.  !Mns.  1890,  69,  Socorro  Island  (Type 
JCo.  43084.  Coll.  Albatross) ; Jordan,  Ecview  Labroid  Fishes,  653, 1890. 


2016.  CHLORIt’HTHYS  NITIDI  S (Giinther). 

Head  3f  (4i  in  total) ; depth  4 (4^  in  total).  D.  VIII,  13 ; A.  II  (III),  11 ; 
scales  2-26-8.  No  posterior  canine  tooth.  Dorsal  spines  pungent,  shorter 
than  the  rays;  caudal  lobes  very  slightly  produced;  the  length  of  the 
ventral  f of  that  of  the  pectoral.  Color  in  sjiirits,  a violet  band,  united 
with  its  fellow  on  the  snout,  runs  through  the  eye  and  across  the  bend  of 
the  lateral  line  to  the  caudal,  sometimes  broken  up  into  large  spots, 
forming  a single  series;  dorsal  fin  brownish,  darkest  toward  the  margin, 
which  is  white;  a black  blotch  between  the  4 anterior  spines;  anal  white; 
caudal  with  a blackish  streak  along  each  lobe;  a black  spot  snperiorly  in 
the  axil  of  the  pectoral,  which  is  transparent.  Jamaica  (Gunther);  not 
seen  by  us.  Length  3 inches,  (nitidus,  shining.) 

Julis  nitida,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  190, 1862,  Jamaica.  (Coll.  Dr.  Parnell.) 

Thalassoma  nitidum,  Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  H.  S.  Nat.  Mus,  1886, 68;  Jordan,  Eeviey 
Labroid  Fishes,  653, 1890. 


2017.  CHLOKll'HTHYS  MTIDISSIMUS  (Goode). 

Head  3f ; Depth  4.  D.  A III,  13;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  2-26-8.  Body  slender, 
compressed;  ventrals  very  short,  2|^  in  pectorals.  Top  of  head  and  back 
brilliant  yellow,  this  color  extending  on  sides  of  head  and  to  ventrals ; a 
large  yellow  blotch  on  caudal  fin  ; lower  parts  rosy  white;  a maroon  band 
backward  from  eye,  breaking  up  on  body  into  a series  of  6 quadrate  spots 
of  bottle  green,  the  last  blotch  extending  on  outer  rays  of  caudal;  dorsal 
mostly  greenish,  with  pale  margin,  a dark  blotch  between  second  and  fifth 
spines;  pectorals  pale;  ventrals  yellow.  Bermudas  (Goode) ; not  seen  by 
us;  probably  not  distinct  from  Chlorichthys  nitidus.*  {jiitidissimus,  most 
shining.) 

Julis  nitidissima,  Goode,  Am.  Jour.  Sci.  and  Arts  1877,  293,  Bermuda.  (Coll.  Goode.) 


* In  describing  Julis  nitidissima,  Professor  Goode  indicates  his  suspicion  that  it  is  iden- 
tical with  Julis  nitida.  The  0163*  tangible  distinction  would  be  in  tlie  length  of  the  A en- 
trals,  f the  pectorals  in  C.  nitidus  and  3 in  C.  nitidissimxis.  The  other  differences  may  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  type  of  nitidissimus  Avas  freshlj'  caught ; those  of  nitidus  jireserved 
in  alcohol. 
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2018.  CHLORICIITHYS  STEINDACHXERI  (Jordan). 

Heod  4 ia  total,  to  end  of  middle  caudal  rays;  depth  5;  scales  2-27-9. 
Caudal  deeply  forked,  its  produced  rays,  as  also  the  head,  bluish  violet; 
lower  and  posterior  edge  of  caudal  pale;  obscure  paler  streaks  on  side  of 
head;  breast  to  ventrals  violet,  paler  than  head;  body  violaceous,  its 
anterior  third  paler,  the  scales  posteriorly  edged  with  dull  violet;  dorsal 
dull  violet,  its  base  paler,  its  edge  whitish ; anal  with  a violet  stripe  above 
the  pale  edge.  Pectoral  fin  with  a large  blue-black  blotch  pointed 
forward  toward  its  tip.  Acapulco;  1 specimen  5^  inches  long  (Steindach. 
ner) ; not  seen  by  us. 

Dr.  Steindachner  observes:  ‘‘An  example  caught  at  Acapulco  agrees  on 
the  whole  so  closely  Avith  JuWb  melanochir  that  I can  only  on  account  of  its 
color  regard  it  as  a variety  of  that  species.  Jidis  vielanochir  comes  very 
abundantly  on  the  coast  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  it  may  from  thence 
extend  its  range  to  the  west  coast  of  North  America,  which,  on  the  whole, 
possess  but  few  Labroids.”  Inasmuch  as  this  account  of  the  Acapulco  fish 
differs  considerably  from  Jnlis  melanochir  as  shown  in  Bleeker’s  figure,  and 
as  the  Labroid  fauna  of  the  west  coast  of  Mexico  is  in  general  wholly 
unlike  that  of  the  western  Pacific,  it  is  probable  that  the  fish  from  Aca- 
pulco is  not  identical  with  Julis  melanochir. 

(Named  for  Dr.  Franz  Steindachner,  the  discoverer  of  the  species.) 

JvXis  melanochir,  Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Beitr.,  iii,  63,  1875,  specimen  from  Acapulco;  not 
of  Bleeker,  Act.  Soc.  Sc,  Indo  Xederl.,  viii,  77,  1859. 

Thalassoma  steindachneri,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  654,  1890,  Acapulco;  after 
Steindachner. 

2019.  CHLORICIITHYS  RIFASCI.ITUS*  (Bloch). 

Head  3^;  depth  3|.  D.  VIII,  13;  A.  11,11;  scales  2-27-9.  Caudal  fin 
deeply  forked,  the  outer  rays  much  produced,  especially  in  the  adult. 
Body  bicolor,  the  anterior  and  posterior  halves  different;  anterior  half 
deep  blue,  the  head  paler,  posterior  half  bottle  green,  a deep  blue  baud 
across  the  body  covered  by  pectoral;  a fainter  one  behind  gill  opening, 
the  two  perhaps  sometimes  coalescing;  spinous  dorsal  dark ; tip  of  pec- 
toral dark ; caudal  pale,  its  lobes  dark  blue  on  the  outer  part ; soft  dorsal 
greenish;  anal  and  ventrals  bluish.  West  Indies;  not  uncommon;  known 
from  Cuba,  Jamaica,  San  Domingo,  and  Martinique,  {bifasciatus,  two- 
banded.  ) 

Lahruscapite  obtuso,  Gronow,  Zoophyl.,  No.  243,  1781,  Antilles. 

Labrus  bifasciahis,  Bloch,  Ichthy.,  131,  pi.  283,  1792,  West  Indies. 

Labrus  bifasciatus  vav.  torquatus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  243,  1801,  Antilles; 
after  Gronow. 


* “Head  and  iris  very  dark  purple;  body  to  tip  of  pectorals  black,  posteriorly  green,  the 
bases  of  the  scales  darker;  caudal  peduncle  dusky;  greenish  on  sides ; a pale  greenish  band 
across  back  and  sides  through  front  of  spinous  dorsal;  outer  rays  of  caudal  black, inner 
white ; si)inous  dorsal  black,  soft  dorsal  greenish  with  a pale  margin ; anal  greenish,  dusky 
anteriorly;  iiectoral  white,  the  tips  and  base  black;  outer  rays  of  ventrals  black,  others 
pale ; head  without  color  markings,  but  the  numerous  pores  on  the  cheek  seem  to  haA  e 
mucous  tubes  radiating  from  the  eye.  Pectoral  black  at  tip.”  (Jordan  and  Rutter: 
Specimens  from  Jamaica.) 
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Julis  detersor,  Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiii,  408,  1839,  San  Domingo; 
Martinique ; GUNTHER,  Cat.,  IV,186, 1862. 

Lahrus  ornatus,  Gronow,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  Gray,  83,  1854,  Antilles;  after  Labrus  capite 
obtuso;  not  of  CARMICHAEL. 

Jxilis  gillianus,  Poey,  Memorias,  li,  214,  1860,  Cuba. 

Chlorichthys  bifasciatus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class.  Fish.,  ii,  232, 1839. 

JiiUs  bi/asciata,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  186, 1862. 

Julis  bifasciatus,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  107, 1875. 

Thalassoma  bifasciatum,  Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S.  2^at.  Mus.  1886, 68;  Jordan,  Proc. 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  540  (types  of  Julis  detersor) ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes, 
654, 1890. 

Thalassoma  bifasciatus,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  56. 

2020.  CHLORICHTHYS  GRAMMATICUS  (Gilbert). 

Head  3|  to  3|;  deptli  3 to  3^;  eye  2^  iu  snout.  D.  VIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  11. 
Maxillary  4^  in  Head ; snout  3;  interorbital  width  4.  Two  canines  in  front 
of  each  jaw;  no  posterior  canines;  teeth  gradually  enlarging  toward 
front  of  each  jaw,  those  next  the  anterior  pair  not  more  than  f their 
length.  Interoiiercles  greatly  produced,  meeting  or  overlapping  on  me- 
dian line  below.  Scales  somewhat  reduced  on  nape  and  breast,  continuous 
over  median  line  of  nape;  7 or  8 oblique  rows  in  front  of  dorsal,  9 or  10 
series  in  front  of  ventrals;  Avell-delined  sheaths  at  bases  of  dorsal  and 
anal.  Caudal  fin  A ery  deexily  lunate,  the  outer  rays  greatly  produced, 
forming  lobes  nearly  twice  as  long  as  median  rays  in  the  adult,  but  little 
produced  in  the  young;  outer  ventral  rays  jiroduced,  not  twice  length 
of  inner  rays,  not  reaching  vent ; pectorals  ly  in  head ; dorsal  spines  pun- 
gent. Bright  green,  each  scale  of  sides  with  a purplish  bar  at  base ; head, 
nape,  breast,  and  belly  purplish,  the  head  with  4 green  streaks  on  each 
side  margined  narrowly  with  brown ; the  lowermost  bar  runs  on  mandi- 
ble, lower  preopercular  margin,  and  interopercle;  the  second  runs  from 
mandibular  articulation  across  cheek  and  suboxiercle,  showing  a strong 
ujAward  cui'A^e  below  eye;  the  third  is  nearly  parallel  with  the  second,  run- 
ning from  angle  of  mouth  to  oxiercular  margin,  jAassing  through  lower 
margin  of  orbit;  the  fourth  runs  backward  from  orbit  to  upper  lAOsterior 
angle  of  opercle,  then  doAvnward  along  margin  of  opercle  to  base  of  pec- 
toral ; these  streaks  are  continued  backward  more  or  less  as  AvaA^y  green 
streaks  on  breast  and  sides  below  pectorals;  dorsal  and  anal  jAur^Alish 
Avith  a wide  terminal  green  bar  nearly  as  wide  as  fin;  ujAper  and  loAver 
caudal  rays  purplish,  the  median  raj^s  light;  pectorals  and  A^entrals  light 
imrplish;  a small  black  blotch  on  base  of  pectorals  above.  ReA'illa- 
gigedo  Archipelago;  abundant  at  Socorro  Island;  a single  specimen 
from  Clarion  Island,  the  largest  obtained,  11|  inches  long.  (Gilbert.) 
{ypaj.if.iariKO';,  streaked.) 

Thalassoma  grammaticum,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890, 68,  Socorro  Island ; Clarion 
Island  (Type,  No.  43083.  Coll.  Albatross) ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  655, 1890. 

2021.  CHLORICHTHYS  YIREXS  (Gilbert). 

Head  3;  depth  about  3.  D.  VIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  27.  Depth  of 
head  1:^  in  its  length;  maxillary  34  in  head;  snout  2f  to  2f;  eye  3^  in 
snout;  interorbital  width  ^ snout.  Two  strong  canines  in  front  of  each 
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jaw,  the  other  teeth  increasing  in  length  anteriorly,  but  not  nearly  equal- 
ing anterior  pair;  no  posterior  canines.  Scales  on  breast  and  nape  re- 
duced in  size,  the  latter  continuous  over  the  median  line  of  nape,  in  about 
7 rows  in  front  of  dorsal;  about  10  oblique  rows  on  breast;  27  or  28  trans- 
verse rows  on  sides;  2 full  series  of  scales  above  lateral  line,  and  4 or  5 
small  scales  along  base  of  fin.  Depth  of  caudal  peduncle  2}  in  head ; outer 
caudal  lobes  greatly  produced,  1^  in  head,  the  middle  portion  truncate,  i 
length  of  head;  outer  ventral  rays  produced,  but  not  nearly  reaching 
anal,  twice  the  length  of  the  inner  rays,  ^ length  of  head;  pectoral  1| 
in  head.  Dorsal  spines  strong,  pungent.  Uniform  bright  green,  with- 
out distinguishing  streaks  or  spots  on  head  or  l)ody.  Revillagigedo  Archi- 
pelago; very  abundant  at  Socorro  Island;  the  largest  specimens  seen,  13 
inches  long.  (Gilbert.)  (nrc/es,  green.) 

Thalassoma  virens,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  ISIus.  1890,  68,  Socorro  Island  (Coll. 
tross);  Jordan,  Keview  Labroid  Fishes,  655,  1890. 

641.  DORATONOTUS,  Giinther. 

Doratonotus,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes  Brit.  Mus.,  iv,  124, 1862  {megalepis). 

Body  compressed;  head  not  compressed  to  an  edge  anteriorly,  its  pro- 
file in  front  straight  or  concave;  preorbital  not  very  deep;  mouth  rather 
wide;  teeth  in  a single  series,  2 large  canines  in  front  of  each  jaw;  a pos- 
terior canine;  cheeks  and  opercles  scaly;  gill  membranes  united,  free 
from  the  isthmus;  scales  large;  lateral  line  interrupted  behind,  beginning 
again  lower  down;  dorsal  fin  with  9 strong  pungent  spines,  some  of  the 
anterior  ehivated,  the  median  spines  short,  so  that  the  outline  of  the  fin 
is  concave;  caudal  rounded.  Colors  brilliant.  Size  small.  This  genus 
contains  a single  species,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  LahrUla;,  and 
the  genus  to  which  it  belongs  is  one  of  the  best  defined  in  the  group, 
(doftaroi,  spear;  vtbros,  back.) 

2022.  DOK.VTOXOTIJS  IIKGALKPIS,  Giinther. 

Head2f;  depth  2f.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  1^20,  6.^  pores.  Body 
much  compressi'd,  moderately  eh'vateil,  its  greatest  width  behind  head 
f of  its  height;  caudal  peduncle  short  and  deep,  its  length  but  little 
more  than  I-  its  height;  jirofile  from  dorsal  to  nape  convex,  carinated; 
occiput  and  supraorbital  region  depressed  and  fiat,  the  snout  protruding, 
the  profile  of  top  of  head  thus  strongly  concave.  Snout  slender,  sharp, 
compressed,  its  length  31  in  head;  mouth  wide;  maxillary  4 in  head;  teeth 
growing  gradually  larger  anteriorly,  the  2 front  teeth  in  each  jaw  dis- 
tinctly the ‘largest,  canine-like,  diverging,  opposed  to  each  other;  a small 
but  distinct  posterior  canine  in  upper  jaw,  none  in  the  lower;  eye  mod- 
erate, little  wider  than  interorbital  width,  5 in  head;  cheeks  with  a 
single  series  of  large  scales,  4 in  number;  opercle  covered  with  5 or  6 
similar  scales;  gill  membranes  broadly  united,  free  from  the  isthmus. 
Dorsal  spines  robust  and  pungent,  the  first  3 with  conspicuous  filamen- 
tous appendages;  first  and  second  spines  with  their  filaments  about  equal, 
1|  in  head ; without  their  filaments  the  second  spine  is  slightly  the  longest, 
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equaling  distance  from  end  of  snout  to  middle  of  eye;  the  fin  rapidly 
descends  to  the  fourth  spine,  which  is  \ as  long  as  the  second,  then  grad- 
ually rises  to  the  ninth  and  highest,  which  is,  however,  shorter  than  the 
following  soft  rays;  longest  soft  ray  If  in  head;  anal  spines  similar  to 
those  of  dorsal  fin,  the  longest  about  f head ; caudal  evenly  convex,  its 
longest  ray  If  in  head ; ventrals  short,  about  f length  of  head,  an  elon- 
gate scale  between  them  at  base;  pectorals  reaching  beyond  the  ventrals, 
but  not  to  vent.  If  in  head.  Membranes  of  vertical  fins,  with  elongate 
scales  on  basal  portion;  lateral  line  following  outline  of  back  1 scale 
beyond  end  of  dorsal  fin,  thence  interrupted  and  continued  on  4 scales  of 
middle  of  caudal  peduncle.  Color  in  life,  very  intense  grass  green,  about 
uniform  over  the  body;  head  more  yellowish,  slightly  paler  below;  oper- 
cles mesially  a little  darker ; iris  red,  with  a green  ring;  dorsal,  anal,  and 
caudal  grass  green,  mottled  with  light  orange;  tips  of  lower  spines  green, 
of  short  ones  orange;  ventrals  deep  green,  the  membranes  largely  orange; 
pectorals  light  yellowish.  Length  2f  inches.  West  Indies  north  to  Key 
West,"^  rare.  Here  described  from  the  typo  of  Boratonotus  thalassinus, 
obtained  with  a seine  in  eelgrass  at  Key  West.  One  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful of  American  fishes.  {u£yct<;,  large;  XE7ti<i,  scale.) 

Boratonotus  megalepis,  Gunthee,  Cat.,  iv,  125, 1862,  St.  Kitts ; Joedax,  Eeview  Labroid 
Fishes  655, 1890. 

Boratonotus  thalassinxis,  Joed  AN  <fc  Gilbeet,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,28,  Key  West. 
(Type,  No.  34969,  U.  S.  N.  M.  Coll.  Jordan.) 

642.  XYRULA,  Jordan. 

Xyrula,  Joedan,  Keview  of  Labroid  Fishes.  656, 1890  ( jessice). 

Scales  very  large,  about  20  in  the  lateral  line,  which  is  placed  on  the 
first  row  of  large  scales  below  the  dorsal  sheath ; head  not  trenchant  above, 
otherwise  as  in  XyricMliys.  A single  species  from  rather  deep  water.  (A 
diminutive,  suggested  by  Xyrichthys.') 

2023.  XYRULA  .JESS1.E  (Jordan). 

HeadSf;  depth  Sf.  D.  IX,  12;  A.  (probably)  III,  12;  scales  about  f-20-7. 
Body  oblong,  rather  more  elongate  and  rather  less  compressed  than  in 
species  of  Xyrichthys.  Head  rather  less  deep  and  less  trenchant  anteriorly 
and  superiorly  than  in  X.  psittacus,  its  anterior  outline  boldly  convex 
rather  than  parabolic.  Depth  of  preorbital  from  eye  to  angle  of  mouth 
2f  in  head  (2iV  in  X.psittacus).  Cleft  of  mouth  4^  in  head;  anterior  in- 
cisors strong,  I as  in  X.psittacus.  Eye  moderate,  4^  in  head.  No  trace  of 

* Of  this  exquisite  little  fish  only  5 specimens  are  known : (1)  The  type  of  B.  megalepis-. 
a specimen  in  poor  condition  from'St.  Kitts ; (2)  the  type  of  B.  thalassinus,  a specimen  in 
fine  condition  from  Key  West,  now  in  the  TT.  S.  National  Museum;  (3)  a third  specimen 
sent  by  Professor  Poey  from  Havana  to  the  museum  at  (Jambridge;  and  (4)  2 speci- 
mens taken  by  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall  at  Garden  Key.  These  last  specimens  have  the 
snout  less  slender  than  in  the  original  types,  but  this  difterence  may  be  due  to  their 
greater  age. 

We  have  little  doubt  of  the  identity  of  B.  thalassinus  with  B.  megalepis,  the  slight  dif- 
ferences in  the  descriptions  being  aijparently  due  to  the  poor  condition  of  Dr.  Gunther’s 
specimens. 
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scales  on  cheeks;  length  of  cheek  a little  move  than  | its  height  (mnch 
less  than  \ in  X.  psittaciis).  Scales  very  large,  the  lateral  line  running 
along  the  back  on  the  first  complete  series  of  scales.  (Owing  to  the  inju- 
ries Avhich  the  specimen  has  received  the  number  of  scales  can  not  he 
exactly  counted.  It  is,  ho w.ever,  apparently  20  or  21.)  Between  the  sixth 
spine  and  the  seventh  soft  ray  of  the  dorsal  8 scales  remain.  In  the  same 
distance  on  X.psittaeus  there  are  11  scales,  the  total  number  in  the  lateral 
line  being  about  27.  The  fins  are  all  injured  by  the  digestive  process,  and 
are  not  evidently  dilfereut  from  similar  parts  in  X.psittaeus.  The  dorsal 
spines  seem  rather  more  slender,  the  anterior  spines  not  produced,  the 
soft  rays  of  the  ventrals  filamentous.  Color  in  life,  uniform  scarlet  red; 
the  sides  more  yellowish ; no  blue  spots  or  lines  anywhere.  Snapper 
Banks  off  Tampa  Bay,  Florida;  from  the  stomach  of  a large  grouper;  the 
type  in  rather  bad  condition  on  account  of  having  been  partly  digested. 
Length  of  typical  example  6f  inches.  (Named  for  Mrs.  Jessie  Knight 
Jordan.) 

Xyrichthys  jessice,  JORDAN,  Proc.  TJ.  S.Nat.  Mus.  1887,  698,  off  Tampa  Bay.  (Type,  Ko. 

39420.  Coll.  Clias.  II.  Bollinan.) 

Xyrula  jcssice,  Jordan,  ReAuew  Labroid  Fishes,  656, 1890. 


643.  NOVACULICHTHYS,  Bleeker. 

Xovaculichthys,  Bleeker,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1861,414  (macrolepidotut) . 
Dimalacocentrus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  223  {kallosoma)  ■,  “first  two  dorsal 
spines  more  or  less  detached.” 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Xyrichthys,  from  which  it  differs  chiefly  in 
having  the  upper  profile  of  the  head  more  or  less  obtuse,  not  cnltrate; 
the  preorbital  is  less  elevated  than  in  Xyrichthys,  and  the  first  2 dorsal 
spines  are  flexible,  sometimes  spaced,  produced,  or  otherwise  distinguished 
from  the  others,  but  not  forming  a separate  fin ; ventrals  sometimes  pro- 
duced ; cheeks  naked,  or  with  a few  small  scales  below  the  eye.  Species 
rather  numerous;  the  group  apparently  intergrading  with  Xyrichthys. 
{novacula,  razor;  ix^^h<;,  fish.) 

a.  Two  anterior  spines  of  dorsal  flexible,  sometimes  elevated,  always  different  from  the 
remaining  spines;  ventral  fins  much  produced  in  the  adult,  shorter  in  the  young; 
a few  scales  below  eye. 

b.  Scales  23  or  24;  third  and  fourth  spines  of  dorsal  lowest,  the  spines  thence 
slightly  increasing  to  the  last;  second  spine  connected  by  a membrane  with 
the  third;  first  and  second  spines  elevated,  1^  in  head;  caudal  rounded;  a 
series  of  small  scales  below  eye;  head  otherwise  naked.  Color  (male)  light 
olive,  head  more  yellowish ; body  with  5 brownish  cross  bars,  the  first  obscure 
at  the  nape,  the  last  forming  a blotch  at  base  of  caudal;  a small  yellowish 
spot  at  base  of  caudal  and  a fainter  one  above  it;  cheeks  and  lower  jaw 
banded;  an  olive  blotch  on  opercle;  some  brown  dots  behind  eye;  dorsal 
cherry  red,  paler  posteriorly,  darkest  on  produced  anterior  rays ; caudal 
pale ; anal  cherry  red,  with  2 spots  of  deeper  red ; pectorals  plain ; ventrals 
deep  cherry  red.  Female,  orange  brown,  much  mottled,  5 cross  bands, 
darker  and  broader  than  in  the  male;  2 yellowish-brown  bands  across  from 
eye  over  lower  jaw;  2 similar  bands  across  breast  before  ventrals ; caudal 
and  pectorals  plain;  ventrals  deep  brownish  I’ed.  rosipES,  2024. 
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hh.  Scales  26;  dorsal  and  caudal  faintly  barred ; ventrals  inucb  produced,  tbeir 
color  pearly ; first  2 dorsal  spines  flexible,  not  much  produced. 

VENTRALIS,  2025. 

aa.  Two  anterior  spines  of  dorsal  similar  to  the  others,  none  of  them  pungent;  ventrals 
moderate,  not  reaching  anal. 

c.  Cheek  below  eye  with  a row  of  4 or  5 small  scales;  head  ; depth  3J;  scales 
27 ; grayish,  dorsal  edged  with  darker;  axil  blackish,  some  streaks  on  head. 

INFIRMUS,  2026. 

cc.  Cheek  below  eye  without  scales;  anterior  profile  of  the  head  not  very  steep 
and  not  trenchant;  head  3|  in  length;  deidh  3|;  scales  2-29.  Color  in 
spirits,  reddish,  the  fins  dark  (in  the  male) ; head  without  evident  blue 
lines;  a blue  vertical  streak  on  each  scale,  as  in  other  species;  no  silvery 
blotch,  and  no  inky  spot  on  body.  martinicensis,  2027. 

2024.  NOTACULK'HTHYS  KOSIPES  (Jordan  <fc  Gilbert). 

Head  3^;  deptli  3i.  D.  IX,  13;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  2-23  or  24-8.  Body 
sharply  compressed  and  of  moderate  height,  the  anterior  profiles  not  com- 
pressed to  a sharp  edge,  the  npiter  profile  descending  in  a regular  gentle 
curve  from  dorsal  fin  to  end  of  snout,  thus  much  less  nearly  vertical  than 
in  most  species  of  the  genus;  the  snout  comijaratively  long  and  pointed, 
the  preorbital  low ; maxillary  nearly  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  orbit, 
3f  in  head;  teeth  as  usual,  no  posterior  canines;  height  of  preorbital  5^ 
in  head;  eye  large,  1|^  times  interorbital  width,  3|  in  head  (in  young); 
distance  from  snout  to  eye  ^ head;  a series  of  small  scales  below  eye,  head 
otherwise  naked.  Two  anterior  dorsal  spines  (in  young)  much  elevated, 
with  filamentous  tips,  their  length  f that  of  head ; the  third  or  fourth 
spine  is  the  lowest,  the  spines  thence  slightly  increasing  to  the  last;  sec- 
ond spine  connected  by  membrane  with  the  third;  longest  soft  ray  of 
dorsal  about  2|  in  head ; caudal  rounded,  It  in  head ; ventrals  If ; pec- 
torals If.  The  young  male  described  above,  2 inches  long,  had  the  fol- 
lowing coloration  in  life:  Light  olive,  scarcely  paler  below,  the  head 
more  yellowish;  body  with  5 irregular  brownish  cross  bars,  the  first 
obscure  at  the  nape,  the  last  forming  a blotch  at  base  of  caudal;  a small 
yellowish  spot  at  middle  of  base  of  caudal  and  a fainter  one  above  it;'  a 
dark-olive  band  downward  from  eye,  with  a spot-like  band  of  the  same 
color  before  it,  and  another,  which  becomes  yellow,  on  the  cheek  behind 
it;  all  3 of  these  pass  around  the  lower  jaw;  an  olive  blotch  on 
opercle;  some  brown  dots  behind  eye;  dorsal  cherry  red,  paler  poster- 
iorly, darkest  on  the  produced  anteiior  rays;  caudal  pale,  scarcely  tinged 
with  reddish;  anal  cherry  red,  the  lateral  stripes  forming  2 spots  of 
deeper  red  on  the  lin ; pectoral  plain;  ventrals  deep  cherry  red.  A second 
specimen,  smaller  in  size,  probably  the  female  of  the  species,  had  a dif- 
ferent coloration,  as  follows:  Orange  brown,  everywhere  much  mottled, 
the  edges  of  many  scales  being  brown,  the  brown  becoming  yellowish  on 
lower  parts,  5 brown  cross  bands  darker  and  broader  than  in  the  other 
specimen,  the  first  at  nape,  the  last  at  base  of  caudal,  ending  behind  in  a 
sharply  defined  convex  curve;  two  yellowish-brown  bauds  across  from 
eye  over  lower  jaw;  tip  of  lower  jaw  of  the  same  color;  2 similar 
bands  across  breast  before  ventrals ; dorsal  and  anal  transparent,  except 
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where  crossed  hy  the  hands;  caudal  and  pectorals  plain,  ventrals  deep 
brownish  red.  Key  West.  Two  specimens  are  known,  both  young.  The 
adult  will  probably  be  found  to  approach  the  Brazilian  species,  Xovacii- 
lichthijs  splendeus  (Castelnau)  in  form  and  coloration,  probably  having  the 
2 dorsal  spines  lower  and  the  ventrals  longer  than  in  the  young.  The 
young  of  XovacuUchthys  splendens  has  the  caudal  barred,  while  in  W.  rosipes 
it  is  plain;  we  have  noticed  no  other  characters  by  which  the  young  of 
the  2 can  be  separated.  The  adult  of  Xovacnlichthys  splendens  has  an 
inky-black  lateral  blotch  surrounded  by  silvery,  (roseus,  rosy;  pcs,  foot, 
from  the  red  ventrals.) 

Xyrichthys  rosipes,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  ISTat.  Mus.  1884,  27,  Key  West  ((’oil, 
Jov(lau);  Jordan,  Eeview  Labroid  Fislies,  658,  1890. 

2025.  NOVACULICHTHYS  YEXTKALIS  (Beau). 

Head  ; depth  3^.  D.  IX,  12;  A.  Ill,  12;  V.  I,  5;  P.  11;  scales  2-26-8. 
Body  compressed,  of  moderate  height;  upper  profile  of  head  not  forming 
a very  sharp  edge ; profile  descending  in  a very  regular  curve  from  begin- 
ning of  dorsal  to  tip  of  snout;  snout  comparatively  short  and  blunt;  pre- 
orbital low,  its  width  at  angle  of  mouth  equaling  length  of  eye;  maxillary 
scarcely  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  orbit,  31  in  head.  Two  strong 
canines  in  front  of  each  jaAv,  those  of  the  mandible  being  received  within 
the  maxillary  canines;  both  sets  of  canines  with  a lateral  and  backward 
curve;  no  posterior  canines.  Eye  distant  from  upper  profile  only  about 
1 of  its  diameter,  which  is  contained  1^  times  in  its  distance  from  tip  of 
snout,  and  4^  times  in  length  of  head  with  opercular  Hap;  a few  faint 
rudiments  of  scales  behind  and  below  orbit;  interorbital  width  equal  to 
short  diameter  of  eye;  snout  3 in  head;  first  2 dorsal  spines  flexible,  slen- 
derer than  the  others,  but  not  evidently  differentiated  from  the  rest  of  the 
fin;  length  of  first  spine  almost  ^ that  of  head;  second  spine  slightly 
shorter  than  the  first;  third  spine  3 in  head;  ninth  spine  slightly  longer 
than  third;  first  soft  ray  2^  in  head;  last  ray  5 in  body;  anal  spines  mod- 
erate, the  third  as  long  as  third  sjiiue  of  dorsal ; last  anal  ray  4 as  long  as 
head;  caudal  slightly  rounded,  6 in  body;  first  ventral  ray  produced, 
extending  to  base  of  fourth  anal  ray ; jiectoral  as  long  as  head  without  snout. 
Lateral  line  piercing  20  scales  before  the  interruption,  which  occurs  under 
tenth  ray  of  dorsal.  Color  in  spirits,  purjilish-gray ; a broad  streak  of 
solferino  in  middle  of  sides,  beginning  near  head  and  extending  back  to 
above  middle  of  anal,  the  width  of  this  stripe  uncertain,  but  probably  twice 
that  of  the  eye;  iris  solferino  with  a narrow  light  circle  around  pupil; 
several  narrow  stripes  a little  darker  than  the  body  color  from  the  eye  over 
preorbital  and  cheek;  a similar  stripe  running  almost  vertically  on  oper- 
cle;  dorsal  mottled  with  dusky;  other  fins  pearly,  except  caudal,  which 
is  slightly  dark,  with  a light  margin,  and  anal,  which  shows  some  faint 
mottlings  in  alcohol.  Another  young  individual  57  mm.  long  is  probably 
of  the  same  species.  The  first  2 dorsal  spines  are  flexible,  the  others  stiff; 
the  ventral  scarcely  reaches  the  anal  origin ; across  the  top  of  the  head 
and  back  are  9 or  10  light  blotches,  some  of  these  being  continued  down 
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the  sides,  forming  about  6 distinct  bands.  Cozumel  Island,  Yucatan;  2 
specimens.  (Bean).  Yerj  close  to  ^.i'osijjes  and  N.  splendens;  possibly  the 
adult  of  the  former,  {rentralis,  pertaining  to  the  belly,  from  the  long 
ventrals.) 

Xyrichthys  ventralis,  Bean,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1888, 198,  pi.  29,  fig.  1,  Cozumel  (Coll.  Dr. 

Bean.  Type,  No.  37077) ; Jordan,  Beview  Labrokl  Fishes,  659,  1890. 

2020.  NOVACULICKTHYS  INFIEMUS  (Bean). 

Head  3^ ; depth  3^.  D.  IX,  12 ; A.  Ill,  12 ; Y.  I,  5 ; P.  11 ; scales  2-27-11. 
Form  of  body  similar  to  that  of  iY.  ventralis,  the  descent  of  the  profile 
more  abrupt,  the  species  in  this  respect  bearing  more  resemblance  to  X. 
psittaeus ; upper  profile  of  head  not  forming  a very  sharp  edge ; snout 
comparatively  short  and  blunt;  the  preorbital  very  much  higher  than  in 
X.  ventralis ; the  shortest  distance  from  the  angle  of  mouth  to  eye  nearly 
twice  length  of  eye ; maxillary  not  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  orbit, 
its  length  4 in  head ; canines  as  in  N.  ventralis;  eye  distant  from  upper 
profile  nearly^  of  its  diameter,  which  is  Gin  head  and  more  than  2 in 
snout;  interorbital  width  equal  to  length  of  eye;  a few  scales  below  the 
orbit;  distance  from  snout  to  eye  2|^  in  head.  All  dorsal  spines  flexilile, 
and  of  about  equal  length;  third  spine  3 in  head;  last  soft  ray  very 
slightly  produced,  and  about  2^  in  head;  anal  spines  very  week,  the  third 
spine  about  3^  in  head;  last  anal  ray  little  less  than  3 in  head  ; caudal 
nearly  truncate,  in  some  specimens  the  middle  rays  very  slightly  longer 
than  external  rays,  the  middle  rays,  from  the  end  of  the  scales,  7 in 
length  of  body  to  base  of  caudal;  ventral  spine  slender  and  weak,  first 
ray  reaching  about  to  vent ; ventral  about  1^  in  head  and  5 in  body ; pec- 
toral nearly  as  long  as  ventral ; lateral  line  piercing  20  scales  before  the 
interruption,  the  twentieth  scale  being  under  tenth  ray  of  dorsal;  scales 
of  breast  and  abdomen  much  smaller  than  any  of  the  others;  posterior 
angle  of  most  of  the  scales  acutely  produced.  Color  in  spirits,  light  olive 
gray,  the  dorsal  and  anal  fins  being  darker  except  along  their  basal  por- 
tions; axil  of  pectoral  very  dark,  the  dark  blotch  sometimes  bordered 
behind  by  several  bluish  streaks  on  the  scales;  3 narrow  stripes  extending 
from  the  eye  over  the  2)reorl)ital  and  cheek ; interopercle  with  6 or  7 short, 
nearly  vertical,  lines  of  bluish;  iris  solferino;  the  dark  color  of  the  dorsal 
more  pronounced  on  the  spinous  portion.  Cozumel,  Yucatan.  (Bean) ; four 
specimens  known.  Evidently  close  to  Novaciiliclithys  martini censis,  but 
probably  distinguished  by  the  dusky  qxil  and  the  scales  on  the  cheeks. 
{injirmus,  limp,  flexible.) 

Xyrichthys  infirmus,  Bean,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fisli  Comm.  1888, 199,  pi.  29,  fig.  2,  Cozumel  (Coll.  T. 

H.  Bean.  Type,  No.  37076) ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fisbes,  660, 1890. 

2027.  NOVACULICHTHYS  MARTIMCENSIS  (Cuvier  & Yalenciennes). 

Head  3t;  depth  3|.  D.  IX,  12;  A.  Ill,  12;  scales  2-29-9.  Dorsal  spines 
similar,  all  soft  and  flexible.  Ventral  fins  moderate,  not  reaching  anal, 
not  produced  in  a long  filament ; no  small  scales  below  eye ; body  more 
elongate  than  in  Xyrichthys  psittaeus,  the  anterior  profile  of  the  head  less 
steep  and  less  trenchant.  Color  in  spirits,  reddish,  the  fins  dark  (in  the 
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male);  head  without  evident  blue  lines;  a blue  vertical  streak  on  each 
scale,  as  in  other  species;  no  silvery  blotch,  and  no  inky  spot  on  body. 
Martinique.  Here  described  from  the  original  types  of  martinicensis  and 
vitta  in  the  museum  at  Paris.  The  2 are  not  evidently  different,  although 
they  are  not  in  very  good  condition  for  comparison.  The  characters  of 
this  species  are  yet  to  be  made  out  from  fresh  specimens,  {martinicensis, 
from  Martinique.) 

The  following  are  our  notes  on  the  types  of  these  nominal  species: 
Xyrickthys  martinicensis:  Eight  specimens,  about  .135  mm.  long,  in  poor 
condition;  Martinique.  (Garnot.)  Color  faded;  1 specimen  (male)  with 
dark  fins.  Anterior  profile  rather  less  trenchant  than  in  X.  psittacus. 
Canines  strong,  | on  each  side.  No  scales  on  head.  Anterior  dorsal  spines 
not  produced;  none  of  the  spines  pungent.  Head  31  in  length;  depth 
about  the  same.  Scales  29. 

Xyrichthys  vitta:  From  the  Cabinet  du  Stadhouder;’’  .14  mm.  long. 
Specimen  a little  deeper  than  the  types  of  X.  martinicensis  (head  3|;  depth 
51),  but  apparently  not  otherwise  different.  A yellowish  streak  along 
sides  where  the  muscles  join  (^lerhaps  not  evident  in  life). 

Xyrichthys  martinicensis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  49, 1839,  Martin- 
ique ; Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Miis.  1886,  541  (note  on  type) ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid 
Fishes,  659, 1890. 

mtta,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  51,  1839,  uo  locality 
given ; Jordan,  Proc.  TT.  S.  Nat.  Mns.  1886, 541  (note  on  type). 

Novacula  martinicensis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  171, 1862. 

644.  XYRICHTHYS,  Cuvier. 

(Razor-fishes.  ) 

Xyrichthys,  Cuvier,  M6moires  du  Museum  d'Hist.  Nat.,  i,  324,  329,  1815  (novacula). 
Novacula,  Cuvier,  R^‘gne  Animal,  Ed.  i,  265  1817  (novacula) ; Novacula  of  Rleeker  and 
Gunther,  not  Novacula,  Gill,  wliich  is  llemipteronotus  of  Lacepi>.de  and  Bleeker, 
a genus  distinguished  from  Iniistius,  Gill,  by  its  scaly  cheeks. 

Amorphocephalus,  Bowdicii,  Exc.  Madeira,  238,  1825  (granulahis) . 

Body  oblong,  compressed,  deepest  behind  the  occiput,  thence  tapering 
backward.  Head  very  short  and  deep,  the  profile  almost  vertical,  the 
upper  and  anterior  outlines  compressed  to  a sharp  edge;  profile  parabolic. 
Preorbital  very  deep.  Eyes  small,  high,  placed  near  the  top  of  the  head. 
Mouth  small,  low;  2 anterior  canines  in  each  jaw,  no  posterior  canines. 
Cheek  and  opercles  naked,  or  with  only  a few  very  small  scales  below 
the  eye.  Scales  large,  with  membranaceous  edges,  about  26  in  a longi- 
tudinal series;  the  lateral  line  running  on  the  second  row  of  large  scales 
lielow  the  dorsal  sheath;  lateral  line  interrupted  behind,  commencing 
again  lower  down  on  the  caudal  peduncle.  Dorsal  fin  continuous,  with  9 
pungent  spines  essentially  alike.  Colors  brilliant.  Tropical  seas,  {^vpov, 
razor;  ixOvi,  fish.) 

a.  Black  ocellus  larger  than  eye  at  base  of  caudal,  just  below  lateral  line;  none  on  dor- 
sal fin.  MUNDICEPS,  2028, 

an.  Black  ocellus  wanting,  not  present  anywhere  on  body  or  on  fins  in  either  sex. 

b.  Scales  of  sides  of  body  each  with  a vertical  blue  spot.  General  color  more  or 
less  red ; side  of  body  with  a diffuse  silvery  area  below  and  behind  the 
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pectoral  fin,  often  wanting  or  disappearing  in  spirits ; scales  below  this  area 
with  pearly  vertical  streaks;  color  rose  red  or  brownish,  with  a blue  verti- 
cal streak  on  each  scale;  vertical  blue  streaks  on  the  head,  as  in  other 
species;  males  (in  life,  always)  with  a dark -red  cross  shade  behind  pec- 
torals, this  disappearing  in  spirits;  dorsal  immaculate;  anal  with  oblique 
violaceous  streaks;  caudal  with  6 or  8 dark  cross  streaks.  Head  3^  in 
length;  depth  3^;  eye  small,  5|  in  head;  scales  2-26-8.  psittacus,  2029. 

&&.  Scales  of  sides  of  body  without  blue  spots ; head  with  but  5 vertical  streaks 
of  blue.  Color  red,  the  fins  nearly  jilain ; a red  axillar  band,  disappearing 
inspirits;  iris  red;  caudal  truncate;  otherwise  as  in  X.psiitrtCMS,  of  which 
it  is  probably  a color  varic-ty.  modestus,  2030. 


202S.  XYllUHTHYS  MUXDICEPS,  Gill. 

Head  3^;  depth  about  3^,  the  males  deeper  than  females.  D.  IX,  12;  A. 
Ill,  11;  scales  2-24-9.  Anterior  profile  of  head  parabolic;  preorbital  very 
deep,  its  depth  ^ the  head;  eye  near  top  of  head,  its  diameter  not  ^ 
depth  of  preorbital;  anterior  profile  of  the  head  more  or  less  trenchant; 
usually  a blue  vertical  bar  on  each  scale.  Head  in  male  with  bine  vertical 
stripes ; a black  ocellus  larger  than  eye  at  base  of  caudal,  j ust  below  lateral 
line,  none  on  dorsal  fin ; 3 concentric,  blue,  curved  lines  on  flap  of  opercle ; 
3 narrow  blue  lines  across  cheek;  a violet  vertical  line  on  base  of  each 
scale;  lower  jaw  with  numerons  lines;  fins  pale,  unmarked;  female  plain 
light  brown,  without  markings  on  head  or  body.  A very  handsome  species 
known  from  numerous  specimens,  the  original  types  and  others,  collected 
by  Mr.  .John  Xantus  at  Cape  San  Lucas;  not  yet  seen  elsewhere,  {muudus, 
neat;  ceps,  head.) 

Xyrichthys  mundiceps.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Hat.  j\Iu.s.  Sci.  Pbila.  1862,  143, Cape  San  Lucas  (Coll. 
Xantu.s) ; .Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1882,  367 ; Jordan,  Review  I.abroid 
Fisbes,  660, 1890. 

Novacula  mundiceps.  (^Iunther,  Cat.,  ta',  172, 1862. 


2029.  XYKK’HTHYS  PSITTAC  TIS  (Linmeus). 

(Razor-fish.) 

Head  34;  depth  3f.  D.  IX,  12;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales  3-26  or  27-8;  eye  5^  in 
head,  very  small  and  close  to  the  profile;  depth  of  preorbital,  from  eye  to 
angle  of  head,  2-iV  in  head;  length  of  cheek  much  less  than  ^ its  height. 
Body  olilong,  very  strongly  compressed ; profile  very  steep ; the  jaws  equal, 
the  canines  f ; pectorals  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals;  caudal  rounded ; a 
few  embedded  scales  under  eye ; lateral  line  with  the  tubes  simple.  Color 
rose  red  or  brownish,  with  a blue  vertical  streak  on  each  scale;  vertical 
blue  streaks  on  the  head;  side  of  body  with  a diffuse  silvery  area  below 
and  behin(\the  pectoral  fin,  often  wanting  or  disappearing  in  spirits ; scales 
below  this  area  with  pearly  vertical  streaks;  males  (in  life,  always)  with 
a dark-red  cross  shade  behind  pectorals,  this  disappearing  in  spirits;  dor- 
sal immaculate;  anal  with  oblique  violaceous  streaks;  caudal  with  6 or  8 
dark  cross  streaks.  West  Indies,  rather  common,  north  to  Pensacola  and 
Charleston,  south  to  Bahia.  Length  15  inches;  a handsome  species,  per- 


Jordan  and  Evermaim. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1G19 


haps  not  distinct  from  the  razor- fish  (Xyriehthys  ^ noracula  Linnaeus)  of  the 
Mediterranean,  (ipirranos,  parrot.) 

Corypheena  psittacus,^  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xii,  448,  1766,  Charleston.  (Coll.  Dr. 
Garden.) 

Xyriehthys  psittacua,  GooDE  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  45;  1885, 105  (note  on  type 
of  Corypheena  psittacus) ; Bean,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1888.  202. 

Corypheena  lineata,  Gmelin,  Syst.  Nat.,  1195, 1788,  Charleston.  (Coll.  Dr.  Garden.) 
Xyriehthys  venustus,  PoEY,  Enumeratio,  110, 1875,  Martinique;  substitute  for  X.  lineaius, 
Cuvier  & Vai.enciennes,  sui>po.sed  to  be  different  from  X.  lineatus  of  Gmelin  ; Bean, 
Bull.  D.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1888,  200. 

Xyriehthys  lineatus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat. Poiss., xrv, 50,  1839;  Jordan* 
Gilbert,  Proc.  D.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  609;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  605, 1883. 
Novaeula  lineata,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  171, 1862. 

Xyriehthys  vermieulatus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  215,  1860,  Havana  (Coll.  Poey) ; Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Sjmopsis,  605, 1883 ; Bean,  Bull.  Fish  Comm.  1888,  202. 

2030.  XYRICHTHYS  MODE.STUS,  Poey. 

Head  in  total  with  caudal;  depth  4i.'  D.  IX,  12;  A.  Ill,  11;  scales 
28-30-10.  Body  and  head  very  much  compressed;  eye  high,  contained  6 
times  in  distance  from  the  mouth  to  the  point  of  the  opercle,  3 in  snout. 
No  scales  on  head.  First  ray  of  dorsal  stronger  than  the  others;  caudal 
truncate.  Color  carmine  lake;  hrown  posteriorly;  opercle  greenish 
yellow ; head  with  5 black  vertical  bands ; a deep-red  hand  in  axial  cov- 
ering base  of  pectoral;  fins  pale,  scarcely  streaked;  iris  red.  Differs  from 
vermieulatus  in  truncate  caudal,  longer  pectoral,  fewer  stripes  on  head,  and 
absence  of  streaks  on  trunk;  the  space  behind  pectoral  red  instead  of 
hrown.  Cuba.  (Poey) ; not  seen  by  us ; evidently  very  close  to  X. psittacus, 
of  which  it  is  probably  a color  variation,  {modest us,  modest.) 

Xyriehthys  tnodestus,  PoEY,  Repertorio,  ll,  238,  1867,  Havana  (Golf.  Poey) ; Poey,  Sjmopsi.s, 
336, 1868;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fislies,  661, 1890. 


645.  INIISTIUS,  Gill. 


Iniistius,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 143  (pavo). 

Xyriehthys,  Bleeker,  Atlas  Ichth.,  149,  1862  (pavo) ; not  of  CuviER. 


* We  liave  coinpared  numerous  specimens  from  Pensacola  and  Charleston,  with  all  the 
descriptions  available  of  the  Mediterranean  species,  and  can  find  no  difference  whatever. 
We  are,  however,  unwilling  to  place  X.  psittacus  in  the  synonymy  of  X.  novaeula  without 
actual  comparison  of  specimens.  The.se  Charleston  specimens  seem  to  represent  thepsif- 
tacus  of  Linmeus  aud  tlie  lineata  of  Gmelin.  The  vermiculeitus  of  Poey  seems  to  be  the 
same,  as  is  also,  in  our  opinion,  his  venustus  (lineatus,  Cuvier  * Valenciennes).  The  white 
])eritoneal  blotch  of  venustus  is  evident  on  some  of  our  specimens  and  not  on  others.  If 
the  synonymy  be  correct,  this  razor-fish  would  have  a distribution  unusually  wide  for  a 
Labroid.  Dr.  Bean  admits,  provisionally,  X.  psittacus  and  X.  vermieulatus  a.s  species  dis- 
tinct from  the  common  American  form,  for  which  he  retains  the  name  X.  venustus.  A.s, 
however,  the  types  of  X.  psittacus  came  from  Charleston,  they  belong,  probably,  to  the 
species  with  the  pale  lateral  blotch,  the  only  species  yet  found  in  that  region. 

t The  following  is  the  synonymy  of  Xyriehthys  novaeula  (Linnaeus) : 

Corypheena  palniaris  pulchre  varia,  elorso  acuio,  Artedi,  Genera,  15,  1738;  Artedi,  Syno- 
nymia,  29, 1738. 

Corypheena  novaeula,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  262, 1758;  after  Artedi. 

Xyriehthys  novaeula,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes  660. 1890. 

Amnrphocephalus  granulatus,  Bowdicii,  Exc.  Madeira,  238, 1825,  Bona  Vista. 

Corypheena  lineoldta,  Rafinesque,  Caratteri,  33, 1810,  Palermo. 

Xyriehthys  cultratus,  CuviER  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  37,  pi.  391,  1839, 
Martigues,  Montpelier,  Ivica,  Seide. 

Novaeula  cultrata,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  169, 1862. 
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First  2 dorsal  spines  detached  from  the  others  and  inserted  on  or  close 
behind  the  occiput;  scales  large,  about  26  in  the  lateral  line;  lateral  line 
on  the  second  row  of  large  scales  below  the  dorsal  sheath.  This  genus 
contains  some  5 or  6 species,  chiefly  of  the  western  Pacific.  They  are 
similar  in  most  respects  to  the  typical  species  of  Xyrichthys,  differing 
chiefly  in  having  the  2 anterior  spines  of  the  dorsal  fin  produced,  separated 
from  the  others,  and  placed  as  a separate  fin  on  the  nape,  (trior,  nape; 
idriov,  sail,  in  allusion  to  the  first  dorsal  fin  on  the  nape.) 

2031.  IISTISTIUS  MUNDIt'ORPUS,  dill. 

Head  ; depth  2f.  D.  II-YII,  12;  A.  Ill,  12;  eye  6 to  7 in  head,  snout 
21;  first  filamentous  dorsal  spine  nearly  as  long  as  head;  pectoral  equals 
ventral,  nearly  2;  scales  2-28-11.  Body  deep,  compressed,  the  profile  very 
steep ; the  first  2 dorsal  spines  long  and  filamentous,  not  connected  with 
the  other  spines,  the  longest  spine  about  1^  in  head  and  4^  in  body ; height 
of  head  equal  to  its  length;  anterior  profile  steep  and  broadly  curved, 
canines  |;  a ring  of  deeply  embedded  scales  around  posterior  margin  of 
orbit,  head  otherwise  naked;  scales  on  nape  deeply  embedded:  3 broad 
bars  of  dark  olive  on  the  back  and  sides,  these  bars  nearly  as  wide  as  the 
interspaces;  most  of  the  scales  of  tlie  back  and  sides  with  a vertical  light- 
bluish  stripe;  in  the  middle  of  the  first  dark  band  are  1 or  2 scales 
of  a different  color,  the  posterior  half  of  each  jet-black,  the  base  light 
blue ; dorsal  with  narrow  dark  stripes  running  obliquely  downward  and 
backward;  anal  pale;  a conspicuous  light  horizontal  stripe  near  the  tips 
of  rays;  a narrower  similar  stripe  near  the  middle  of  the  fin;  bluish 
clouds  on  opercle;  vertical  pale-blue  stripes  below  eye,  a faint  dusky 
streak  below  eye ; female  paler,  plain  yellowish  or  brownish ; dorsal  with 
several  oblique  bars  between  its  rays.  Rocky  Islands  on  the  Pacific  coast 
of  Mexico.  The  original  types  of  this  species  (females),  and  afterwards 
some  other  specimens,  have  been  sent  to  the  United  States  National 
Museum  from  Cape  San  Lucas.  Specimens  have  also  been  taken  on  the 
west  coast  of  Mexico  by  Dr.  Gilbert.  Length  8 inches.  -This  very  hand- 
some species  much  resembles  the  type  of  the  genus,  Iniistius  i^avo,  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands.  (jHHwdws,  neat;  corp as,  body.) 

Iniistius  mun dicorpus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Kat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1862, 145,  Cape  San  Lucas ; Jordan 
Review  Lai)roid  Fishes,  662, 1890. 

Novacula  mundicorpus,  Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  367 ; Jordan,  1.  c.,  1885,  384. 


Family  CLXI.  SCARID^. 

(The  Parrot  Fishes.*) 

Body  oblong,  moderately  compressed,  covered  with  large  cycloid  scales 
as  in  the  Lal)rida\  Mouth  moderate,  terminal.  Teeth  in  the  jaws  more 
or  less  coalescent,  at  least  at  base;  lower  pharyngeals  much  enlarged, 

*In  Cuba,  the  name  Yieja  (Old  “Wife)  is  applied  to  all  the  dull  colored  parrot  fishes: 
that  of  Loro  to  the  green  and  blue  forms;  Gtiacamaia  to  those  with  green  teeth,  these 
being  called  Perrico  in  Mexico.  Loro,  Perrico,  and  Guacamaia  are  the  names  applied  to 
parrots.  The  small  species  with  dark  lateral  streaks  are  known  as  Bullon. 
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united  in  a concave  or  spoon-sliaped  body,  their  teeth  broadest  transversely 
and  truncate,  arranged  in  mosaic;  dorsal  continuous,  its  formula  usually 
IX,  10;  anal  rays  II,  9;  23  to  25  scales  in  the  lateral  line;  vertebne  about 
11  + 14  = 25.  Sexes  similarity  colored,  the  coloration  almost  always  bril- 
liant; fin  rays  essentially  the  same  throughout  the  group,  the  squamation 
varying  little  except  on  the  head.  Genera?;  species  about  110;  of  the 
tropical  seas,  especially  abundant  about  coral  reefs.  Herbivorous  fishes, 
often  of  large  size,  not  valued  as  food,  the  flesh  being  soft  and  pasty.  The 
species  in  the  various  genera  are  very  closely  related,  being  distinguished 
chiefly  by  the  coloration  and  the  dentition,  both  series  of  characters  being 
highly  specialized.  We  begin  the  group  with  the  most  generalized  genus, 
the  one  nearest  the  Labroid  ancestors  of  the  Scaridce.  {Labridce  Scarina, 
Giinther,  Cat.,  iv,  208  to  240.) 

Spaeisomatin^  : 

a.  Lower  pharyngeal  broader  than  long,  flattish  or  basin-shaped;  gill  membranes 
broadly  joined  to  the  isthmus,  not  forming  a fold  across  it;  lateralline  subcontin- 
uous;  scales  about  head  few  and  large,  those  on  the  cheek  in  1 row;  lower 
jaw  projecting;  teeth  whitish  or  rosy. 

b.  Dorsal  spines  flexible;  teeth  more  or  less  distinct,  at  least  anteriorly. 

c.  Teeth  in  each  jaw  in  few  series,  not  imbricated  or  quincunx;  lateral  teeth 

of  each  jaw  coalescent  in  a more  or  less  continuous  cutting  edge,  the 
teeth  more  free  anteriorly  and  not  adnate  to  the  dental  plate. 

CRYPTOTOMUS,  646. 

cc.  Teeth  in  each  jaw  in  3 or  4 series,  all  imbricated  in  quincunx  order  on 
the  dental  plate,  to  which  they  are  adnate  by  the  posterior  face ; cut- 
ting edge  of  each  jaw  formed  by  teeth.  Calotomus,  647. 

bb.  Dorsal  spines  stiff,  pungent;  teeth  of  upjier  jaw  at  least  more  or  less  coales- 
cent. 

d.  Teeth  of  each  jaw  chiefly  coalescent,  the  jaws  divided  by  a rather  indis- 

tinct median  suture.  Sparisoma,  648. 

Scaring  : 

aa.  Lower  pharyngeal  spoon-shaped,  much  longer  than  broad;  teeth  of  jaws  fully  coa- 
lesced, each  jaw  divided  by  a distinct  median  suture;  gill  membranes  forming 
a fold  across  the  isthmus ; dorsal  spines  flexible ; lateral  line  interrupted  behind, 
beginning  again  lower  down  on  the  peduncle  of  the  tail;  scales  about  head 
rather  numerous,  those  on  cheeks  in  2 or  more  series;  lower  jaw  included. 

e.  Teeth  and  jaws  whitish  or  rosy  in  color.  Scarus,  649. 

ee.  Teeth  and  jaws  blue  or  bluish  green.  Pseudoscarus,  650. 

646.  CRYPTOTOMUS,  Cope. 

Calliodon,  Cuvier,  Kcgne  Animal,  Ed.  il,  Vol.  2,  266,  1829  (spinidens) ; not  Calliodon  of 
Gronow,  nor  of  Bloch  & Schneider,  which  is  Scarus. 

Calbjodon,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  285, 182Q (spinidens,  ustus,  etc.). 
Crypotomus,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1871, 462  (roseus). 

Lower  iibaryueals,  upper  pbaryiigeals,  isthmus,  and  lateral  line  pre- 
cisely as  ill  Sparisoma;  lateral  teeth  of  upper  jaw  coalescent  into  a more 
or  less  continuous  cutting  edge,  the  teeth  more  separate  anteriorly;  free 
posterior  canines  often  present;  anterior  teeth  separate  or  coalescent  at 
base  only;  lower  jaw  with  a single  series  of  partly  coalescent  teeth  lat- 
erally, and  2 or  more  series  of  nearly  separate  teeth  anteriorly;  median 
suture  of  jaws  not  evident  externally;  dorsal  spines  flexible;  jaws  sub- 
equal; scales  about  head  large,  a single  row  on  cheek,  4 or  5 on  median 


1622 


B2dletm  ^7,  United  States  N'ational  Mnsenm. 


line  before  dorsal.  Species  numerous,  of  small  size,  mostly  of  dull  or 
olivaceous  coloration.  This  genus  is  closely  related  to  Sparisoma,  differing 
from  it  in  having  the  anterior  teeth  nearly  separate  at  all  ages  and  in  hav- 
ing the  dorsal  spines  flexible,  as  in  Seams.  The  dentition  ai^proaches 
that  of  a very  young  Sparisoma.  This  genus  has  been  generally  knovrn  as 
Callyodon.  The  genus  CaUiodon  of  Grouov  and  of  Bloch  & Schneider  was, 
however , based  on  a species  which  apparently  belongs  to  the  genus  Scarus. 
The  name  Avas  transferred  by  CuAuer  from  the  type  of  Scarus  croicensis  to 
the  present  group.  This  transfer  is  inadmissible  in  our  aToav,  and  the 
name  CaUiodon  should  not  be  used  for  the  genus.  Callyodon,  variant 
spelling  of  the  same  word,  is  also  inadmissible.  The  name  Cryptotomus 
was  proposed  by  Cope  for  a fish  having  the  ‘^dentition  of  Callyodon,  but 
with  the  numerous  dorsal  and  anal  spines  of  the  group  of  Harpe.”  The 
fin  rays  are  given  D.  XI,  8;  A.  Ill,  8.  The  numbers  in  all  known  species 
of  Scarinw  are  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  9 (8).  We  find  on  examination  of  the 
original  type  of  Crypiotomus  that  Professor  Cope  has  mistaken  2 of  the 
(broken)  soft  rays  of  the  dorsal  and  1 of  the  anal  for  spines.  The  differ- 
ence between  spines  and  soft  raA’S  in  this  group  is  A^ery  slight.  We  there- 
fore regard  Cryptotomus  as  a synonym  of  Callyodon  Cuvier,  and  the  latter 
name  being  ineligible,  we  adopt  Cryptotomus  as  the  name  of  the  genus. 
{upvTiTO^,  hidden;  ropoc,  cutting  (teeth).) 

a.  Posterior  canines  normally  present  (occasionally  wanting  on  one  side  or  both  in  some 
species). 

h.  Lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  arranged  in  a series  continuous  with  the  anterior 


c.  Snout  long  and  sharp,  2 in  head,  the  profile  somewhat  unevenly  convex; 
upper  lip  double  only  posteriorly;  posterior  canines  2,  strong,  recurved. 

DENTIEXS,  2032. 

cc.  Snout  shortish,  its  length  (measured  along  the  axis)  nearly  3 in  head;  pro- 
file strongly  convex  above  eye,  thence  nearly  straight  to  tip  of  snout; 
posterior  canine  usually  single,  very  strong.  ketractus,  2033. 

hh.  Lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  subequal,  arranged  in  2 rows  which  are  not  parallel, 
the  posterior  teeth  of  the  anterior  series  standing  beloAV  and  outside  the 


anterior  teeth  of  the  posterior  series,  thus : 


d.  Posterior  canine  usually  preceded  by  2 or  3 smaller  ones;  upper  lip  double 
for  its  whole  length.  ustus,  2034. 

dd.  Posterior  canine  usually  single,  sometimes  wanting;  teeth  otherwise 
much  as  in  C.  ustus,  the  anterior  canines  smaller;  upper  lip  not 
double  for  its  whole  length.  auropcxctatus,  2035. 

aa.  Posterior  canines  none;  lateral  teeth  in  each  jaw  subequal,  those  of  the  lower  jaw 
larger  than  those  of  the  upper  and  forming  a continuous  series. 

e.  Teeth  of  outer  (anterior)  series  in  upper  jaw  few,  small,  not  canine-like,  scarcely 
ditferent  from  the  lateral  teeth;  lower  jaw  without  enlarged  teeth;  upper 
lip  double  for  its  entire  course,  the  inner  fold  very  narrow  mesially , bodj' 
moderately  elongate,  the  depth  3J  in  length ; head  3| ; snout  rather  sharp, 
2J  in  head ; profile  gently  curved,  not  steeji ; diameter  of  eye  in  head,  1| 
in  its  distance  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth;  caudal  subtruncate.  Color 
olive  gray,  much  mottled,  sides  with  faint  longitudinal  whitish  stripes; 
head  with  some  greenish  spots ; fins  pale,  mottled  with  olive. 

BEBA’LLINUS,  2036. 
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ce.  Teetli  of  anterior  series  in  upper  jaw  long,  canine-like,  directed  forward,  sep- 
arate to  their  bases;  lower  jaw  with  its  anterior  teeth  long  and  somewhat 
canine-like ; scales  of  breast  and  belly  considerably  enlarged,  3 scales 
before  ventrals,  5 before  dorsal ; body  slender,  elongate,  little  compressed, 
the  depth  in  length;  bead  3A;  eye  large,  about  5 in  bead,  more  than 
snout;  snout  very  sharp,  the  jirofile  straight  to  above  ej’e;  caudal  trun- 
cate; spines  of  dorsal  long  and  A'ery  flexible.  Coloration  nearly  plain  rosy 
purple,  with  4 dark  cross  shades ; the  hack  vaguel3'  barred ; caudal  barred 
with  darker,  a distinct  blackish  axillarj*  spot;  lower  fins  pale,  probably 
3'ellow  in  life.  eoseus,  2037. 

2032.  CUYPTOTOJirs  DE\TIE\S  (Poey). 

Head  3^;  depth  3|;  suout  long  and  sliarjt,  2 in  head,  the  profile  some- 
what unevenly  couv(‘x;  upper  lip  double  only  posteriorly;  posterior 
canines  2,  strong,  recurved;  anterior  canines  strong;  teeth  of  lower  jaw 
not  very  unequal,  the  anterior  teeth  a little  longer  than  the  middle  ones, 
the  posterior  teeth  little  enlarged.  Lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  arranged 
in  a series  continuous  with  the  anterior  teeth.  Fins  rather  high ; eye 
5^  in  head.  Color  in  alcohol,  olivaceous,  the  fins  much  mottled,  the  sides 
of  the  body  with  conspicuous  pale  spots;  in  life,  ‘‘greenish,  the  scales 
yellow  at  base,  their  edges  bluish;  vertical  fins  whitish,  with  rosy  A^er- 
tical  spots;  caudal  wine  color,  Avith  bluish  A'ertical  markings.”  Cuba; 
apparently  rare.  Here  described  from  a specimen  sent  by  Poey  to  the 
Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  (dentiens,  developing  teeth.) 

Calliodon  dentievs,  Poey,  YIemorias,  ii,  422,  1861,  Cuba  (Coll.  Poe\’) ; Poey,  Euumeratio, 

115. 1875. 

Cri/jdotomus  dentie7is,  Jordan,  Rcaucw  Labroid  Fishes,  665,  1890. 

2033.  ('UYPTOTOlirs  KETKACTI  S (Poey). 

Head  34;  depth  3.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  9;  eye  6 in  head;  snout  2j^;  pec- 
toral If ; highest  dorsal  spine  2f;  scales  2-23-0.  Profile  stronglj’^  coha'cx 
above  eye,  thence  nearly  straight  to  tip  of  suout;  ])Osterior  canine  usually 
single,  very  strong;  anterior  canines  2 on  each  side,  div^ergent,  directed 
foi  Avard  and  outward;  lateral  teeth  of  lower  jaw  very  uiieipial,  the  pos- 
terior much  larger  than  those  near  the  middle  of  th(5  side  of  the  jaw,  Avhich 
are  wholly  coalescent;  distance  of  eye  from  angle  of  mouth  about  twice 
its  diameter;  upper  lip  double  for  its  Avhole  length;  gill  rakers  short  and 
sharp,  about  4 -|-6;  caudal  truncate;  pectorals  reaching  past  tips  of  A'en- 
trals,  which  reach  about  mi<lway  from  their  base  to  A'cnt.  Origin  of 
A'eutral  spine  under  anterior  end  of  pectoral  base.  Color  in  si)irits,  olive 
green,  each  scale  with  a faint  brown  central  blotch ; head  nearly  plain; 
vertical  fins  greenish,  blotched  with  brown,  the  membranes  of  the  first 
2 spines  blackish.  ^Yest  Indies,  north  to  Pensacola;  known  to  us  from 
2 specimens — 1 from  HaA'ana,  the  other  from  Pensacola.  Our  identifica- 
tion is  someAvhat  doubtful,  as  Poey  says  that  the  upper  lip  is  double 
posteriorly  only,  {t'etractus,  drawn  back.) 

Calliodon  retractus,  Poea',  Syuop.sis,  345,  1868,  Havana  (Coll.  Poejp ; Poey,  Enumeratio, 

116. 1875. 

Gryptotomm  dentiens,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1886, 45  ami  227 ; not  of  Poey. 
Cryptotornus  retractus,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  FisLes,  665,  1890. 


1624 


Bulletin  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


2034.  CRYPTOTOMUS  USTUS  (Cuvier  (fc  YalencieuBes). 

Head  about  3|;  depth  3.  D.  IX,  9;  A.  II,  8;  scales  11-24-6.  Body  mod- 
erately elongated,  compressed.  Head  rather  pointed ; lateral  teeth  of  lower 
jaw  suhequal,  arranged  in  2 rows  which  are  not  parallel,  the  posterior 
teeth  of  the  anterior  series  standing  below  and  outside  the  anterior  teeth 
of  the  posterior  series.  Posterior  canine  usually  preceded  by  2 or  3 smaller 
ones ; upper  lip  double  for  its  whole  length ; profile  slightly  convex  above 
eye  and  somewhat  concave  before  it;  snout  long,  2^  in  head ; distance  from 
eye  to  angle  of  mouth  3 in  head,  and  2i  times  diameter  of  eye;  eye  small, 
in  head;  anterior  canines  about  4 on  each  side,  strong  and  divergent; 
lower  teeth  larger  than  in  other  species.  Color  in  spirits,  olive  gray,  with 
irregular  marblings  of  slaty  gray ; 4 diffuse  dark  blotches  along  base  of 
dorsal;  dorsal  olive,  finelj"  mottled  with  dark  cross  lines,  the  membrane 
of  the  first  2 spines  black;  caudal  and  anal  plain  olive.  West  Indies, 
north  to  Charleston,  south  to  Bahia;  rather  common.  We  have  examined 
specimens  of  this  species  from  Rio  Janeiro,  Pensacola,  and  Charleston,  as 
well  as  the  original  type  from  Brazil.*  (ustus,  scorched,  from  the  color.) 

Calhjodonustus,  Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  286, 1839,  Brazil;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  IV,  214, 1862;  Guichenot,  Scai'ides,  59,1865  (note  on  types);  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  606,  1883;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  541  (note  on  type). 

Cryptotoimis  ustus,  JORDAN,  Proc.  JJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  228;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid 
Fishes,  666, 1890. 

2035.  CRTPTOTOMUS  AUROPUXCTATUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Head  3 ; depth  3.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales  24.  Lateral  teeth  of  lower 
jaw  subequal.  Posterior  canine  usually  single,  sometimes  wanting;  teeth 
otherwise  much  as  in  C.  -ustus,  the  anterior  eanines  smaller;  upper  lip  not 
double  for  its  Avhole  length;  snout  sharp,  the  front  not  steep;  snout  2f  in 
head;  eye  5.  Color  in  life  ‘^greenish,  with  small  gilt  spots  arranged  in 
oblique  irregular  bands  on  the  A^ertical  fins;  a yellowish  line  from  eye  to 
mouth,  and  others  on  side  of  head.’’  San  Domingo.  Known  only  from 
the  original  tyiiest  examined  bj^  us  in  the  museum  at  Paris,  {aurum,  gold ; 
punctatus,  dotted.) 

Callyodon  auropunctatus,  Cuvier  V Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  290,  1839,  San 
Domingo;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  214,  1862;  Guichenot,  Scarides,  60,  1865  (note  on  type) ; 
Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  542  (note  on  type). 

Cnjptotomus  auropunctatus,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,228;  Jordan,  Review 
Labroid  Fishes,  666,  1890. 
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* We  liave  the  following  note  on  the  type  of  Callyodon  ustus:  “A  dried  skin  somewhat 
distorted;  0.23"'  long.  Brazil.  (Delalaiide.)  Color  all  faded.  Lower  lateral  teeth  very 
regularly  arranged;  some  teeth  not  dissimilar  outside  of  these  in  front.  Lower  teeth 
growing  rather  stronger  backward.  Upper  lateral  teeth  very  fine  and  even,  close  set. 
One  canine  near  middle  of  jaw  turned  outward  and  backward.  No  other  canines  evident 
on  left  side;  right  side  broken.” 

tWe  have  the  following  notes  on  the  types  of  Callyodon  ait ro punctatus:  “In  fair  con- 
dition; 0.17“  long;  from  San  Domingo.  (Ricord.)  Body  rather  elongate;  the  snout 
sharp,  the  front  not  steep.  Eye  5 in  head;  snout  ; head  3 ; depth  3.  Teeth  on  edge  of 
each  jaw  regular,  those  of  lower  jaw  twice  as  large,  the  front  .series  standing  outside  of 
the  lateral  series.  Upper  jaw  with  1 strong  canine  hooked  outward  and  backward,  a 
little  behind  the  middle  of  its  side.  Anterior  canines  small,  those  of  the  lower  jaws 
scarcely  unlike  the  ordinary  teeth.  Upper  lip  not  double  for  its  whole  length.  The  other 
specimen,  0.13“  long,  also  from  San  Domingo,  mentioned  by  Cuvier,  lacks  the  posterior 
canine,  but  seems  to  be  otherwise  similar. 
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2036.  CRYPTOTOMUS  BEKYLLIXUS,  Jordan  and  Swaiu. 

Head  3^  (3|  with  caudal) ; depth  3i  (4i) ; eye  4|  in  head;  snout  2f.  D. 
IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales  24-24-6.  Body  more  elongate  than  in  related  spe- 
cies, compressed.  Jaws  pale,  the  median  suture  not  evident;  central 
portion  of  each  tooth  with  a reddish-brown  spot.  Upper  jaw  laterally 
with  a continuous  cutting  edge  of  coalesced  teeth,  this  edge  even  along 
the  middle  of  the  jaw  and  somewhat  serrate  posteriorly;  anteriorly  the 
cutting  edge  gives  place  to  about  2 series  of  lanceolate,  rather  obtuse,  com- 
pressed teeth,  which  coalesce  at  base  only ; no  posterior  canines  in  any  of 
the  many  specimens  examined;  lower  jaw  laterally  with  a series  of  com- 
pressed teeth,  coalescent  for  a short  distance  and  close  set ; in  front  are  2 or 
3 series  similar  to  those  in  the  upper  jaw.  Jaws  subequal,  the  lower  very 
slightly  included;  upper  lip  double  for  almost  its  entire  length,  its  inner 
fold  narrow  mesially,  the  lip  covering  most  of  the  upper  jaw.  Isthmus 
moderate,  the  gill  membranes  not  forming  a fold  across  it.  Snout  rather 
acute;  cheek  with  a single  row  of  about  5 scales;  4 or  5 scales  on  the 
median  line  before  dorsal.  Lateral  line  subcontinuous,  its  tubes  each 
with  4 branches,  which  cover  most  of  the  scale.  Dorsal  spines  very  slen- 
der, not  pungent;  caudal  fin  slightly  rounded,  its  outer  rays  in  head; 
pectorals  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach  midway  between 
their  base  and  front  of  anal;  origin  of  ventral  spine  directly  under  ante- 
rior end  of  pectoral  base.  Lower  pharyngeals  formed  exactly  as  in  Spari- 
soma,  not  quite  twice  as  broad  as  long,  the  surface  slightly  concave.  Color 
in  life,  olive  green  or  olive  gray,  mottled  above  with  darker  and  small 
whitish  blotches;  some  whitish  blotches  above  lateral  line;  some  along 
lateral  line,  a row  of  5 or  6,  smaller  than  pupil,  in  a straight  line  below 
lateral  line;  5 or  6 faint  greenish  blotch-like  areas  along  sides;  2 or  3 
narrow,  parallel  whitish  stripes  more  or  less  distinct  along  lower  parts  of 
side  bordered  with  brownish,  the  upper  running  from  below  eye  straight 
to  middle  of  caudal,  the  lower  passing  just  below  pectoral;  some  whitish 
bands  radiating  from  eye;  usually  some  dark-green  spots  before  and  behind 
eye ; top  of  head  vermiculated  and  dotted  with  black ; a brown  band  across 
chin;  dorsal  pale,  mottled  with  olive;  a dusky  blotch  on  front  of  dorsal; 
caudal  greenish,  edged  with  brown,  its  outer  rays  barred  with  brown  and 
light  olive,  speckled  and  barred  with  brown;  ventrals  jiale,  faintly  barred 
with  brown;  pectorals  pale;  ventral  fins  in  adult  edged  with  light  brown- 
ish red.  The  whitish  lines  of  sides  become  fainter  with  age.  In  spirits 
the  brown  coloration  gives  place  to  grayish  or  greenish,  each  scale  often 
with  a greenish  blotch.  Length  6 inches.  Florida  Keys;  occasionally 
north  to  New  Jersey,  south  to  Rio  Janeiro;  common  about  Key  West  on 
muddy  bottoms.  A single  specimen  secured  in  the  market  at  Havana, 
inches  in  length,  where  Poey  seems  not  to  have  noticed  the  species.  A 
specimen  from  Rio  Janeiro  has  the  anterior  profile  steeper  and  the  eye 
smaller,  54  in  head.  AVe  have  examined  the  young  specimen  described 
and  figured  by  Dr.  Bean  as  “ Sjuirisoma  sp.”  from  Somers  Point,  New  Jersey. 
It  is  identical  with  young  specimens  of  Cryptotomus  beryllinns  from  Key 
West.  The  occurrence  of  this  tropical  fish  at  a point  so  far  to  the  north- 
ward is  surprising,  (beryllinus,  color  of  beryl  or  emerald.) 
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Cryptotomus  heryllinus,  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  17.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1884.  101,  Havana;  Key 
West  (Types,  Xos.  3.^097  and  35162.  Coll.  D.  S.  Jordan) ; Jordan,  1.  c.,  137;  Jordan. 
Proc.  V.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  45;  Jordan,  1886,  228;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  666, 
1890. 

Sparisoma  sp..  Bean,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1888. 137,  Somers  Point,  New  Jersey;  young 
specimen. 

2037.  CRYPTOTOMUS  ROSEl  S,  Cope. 

Head  3^;  depth  4^.  D.  IX,  9;  A.  Ill,  9;  eye  5 in  head;  .snont  3f ; scales 
1^25-6.  Lateral  teeth  in  each  jaw  siibequal,  those  of  the  lower  jaw 
larger  than  those  of  the  upper  and  forming  a continuous  series.  Teeth  of 
anterior  series  in  upper  jaw  long,  canine-like,  directed  forward,  separate 
to  their  bases;  lower  jaw  with  its  anterior  teeth  long  and  somewhat 
canine-like;  upper  lip  double*  for  all  its  length;  scales  of  breast  and 
belly  considerably  enlarged,  3 scales  before  ventrals,  5 before  dorsal; 
body  slender,  elongate,  little  compressed;  eye  large,  more  than  4 snout; 
snout  very  sharp,  the  profile  straight  to  above  eye.  Caudal  truncate; 
spines  of  dorsal  long  and  very  flexible;  pectorals  reaching  past  tips  of 
ventrals ; origin  of  ventral  spine  under  middle  of  pectoral  base.  Coloration 
nearly  plain  (‘•ro.'^y  purple’’  according  to  Cope),  with  4 dafk  cross 
shades;  the  back  vaguely  barred;  caudal  barred  with  darker,  a distinct 
blackish  axillary  spot;  lower  fins  pale,  probably  yellow  in  life.  West 
Indies,  south  to  Brazil;  apparently  rare.  Of  this  species  we  have  exam- 
ined the  original  type  in  the  museum  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences 
at  Philadelphia,  and  3 smaller  specimens  taken  by  the  Albatross  at  Bahia. 
It  is  the  most  slender  of  all  the  Scaridee.  (roseus,  rosy.) 

Cryptotomus  roseus.  Cope.  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.,  xiii,  1869,  462,  St.  Martins  (ColL  l)r. 
Van  Rijgersma):  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1885.  545  (note  on  type);  Jordan, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886, 228;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  666,  18^. 

647.  CALOTOMUS,  Gilbert. 

Calotomus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  70  (xenodon). 

Teeth  distinct,  equal,  imbricated  in  regular  oblique  rows  in  both  jaws, 
wholly  concealing  the  dental  plates  to  the  anterior  edge  of  which  they 
are  afiixed.  Cutting  edge  of  each  jaw  formed  by  the  outer  teeth,  the 
dental  plate  not  reaching  the  edge,  and  visible  only  from  within.  Lips 
double  for  a short  distauce  only.  Scales  of  cheek  in  1 row;  lateral 
line  continuous;  ba.ses  of  dorsal  and  anal  with  scaly  sheaths;  dorsal 
spines  9,  soft  and  flexible;  gill  membranes  broadly  joined  to  the  isthmus. 
This  genus  is  liased  on  a large  Scaroid  of  the  eastern  Pacific,  allied  to 
Cryptotomus,  but  diftering  in  the  arrangement  of  the  teeth.  Some  of  the 
East  Indian  species  referred  l>y  Bleeker  to  CalUodon  may  belong  to  Caloto- 
mus. {xaXo^,  beautiful;  rouo^,  cutting.) 

2038.  CALOTOMUS  XENODOX,  Gilbert. 

Head  34;  depth  2f.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  HI,  9;  scales  1^25-7,  Body  deep, 
compressed,  snout  short  and  convex,  24  in  head;  interorbital  width  4; 


*In  our  specimens;  double  on  sides  only  according  to  Cope. 
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maxillary  ; eye  in  snout.  Teeth  pointed,  imbricated  in  (inincunx 
order,  both  tips  and  edges  wholly  free,  the  anterior  face  convex,  the  pos- 
terior face  alone  adnate  to  the  dental  plate;  of  equal  size  and  similar  in 
both  jaws,  there  being  3 or  4 teeth  in  an  oblique  cross  series  anteriorly, 
about  12  of  these  series  in  the  upper  jaw,  and  14  in  the  lower;  2 teeth  in 
the  upper  jaw  at  the  angle  of  the  mouth  are  conical  and  curved  downward 
and  backward.  Scales  on  cheek  in  a single  series,  3 or  4 in  number;  4 
scales  on  median  line  before  the  dorsal  fin,  the  anterior  one  encroaching 
on  occiput;  scales  on  breast  not  reduced,  3 on  median  line  before  ventrals, 
14  series  of  scales  between  lateral  line  and  dorsal,  the  ^ series  forming 
a sheath  along  base  of  fin.  Dorsal  spines  rather  high  and  flexible,  the 
origin  of  the  fin  over  base  of  pectorals;  caudal  deeply  lunate,  the  outer 
rays  produced,  ^ longer  than  the  middle  rays,  1^  in  head;  none  of  the  ven- 
tral rays  elongate,  the  fin  reaching  about  halfway  to  vent,  If  in  head; 
pectorals  with  wide  oblique  base,  the  free  margin  of  fin  somewhat 
/-shaped,  the  upper  angle  acute,  the  lower  rounded,  the  longest  ray  If  in 
head;  origin  of  ventral  spine  under  middle  of  pectoral  base.  Color  mot- 
tled silvery,  slaty,  and  brown,  without  definite  pattern;  top  of  head  and 
snout  dusky;  pectorals  black  at  base;  ventrals  dusky  at  tip;  dorsal  and 
anal  black  on  basal  half,  mottled  distally;  caudal  mottled,  narrowly 
edged  behind  with  white.  Two  specimens  from  Socorro  Island,  the  long- 
est 14  inches  long.  (Gilbert.)  (IfVo?,  strange;  d(5ot;?,  tooth.) 

Calotomus  xenodon,  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  70,  Socorro  Island  (Coll.  Alba- 
tross) ; J OKDAN,  lieview  Labroid  Fishes,  667, 1890. 

648.  SPARISOMA,  Swainson. 

(ViEJAS.) 

Sparisoma,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class.  Fishes,  etc.,  ii,  227, 1839  {abildgaardi) . 

Scarus,  Eleeker,  Versl.  Akad.  Wet.  Amsterdam,  xil,  Scaroid,  3,  1861  {cretensis;  not  of 
Forsklil), 

Fwscartts,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List,  416, 1896  (cretensis). 

Lower  pharyngeal  broader  than  long,  subhexagonal,  its  surface  moder- 
ately concave  or  tlattish ; teeth  in  each  jaw  largely  coalescent  in  adult, 
their  tips  more  or  less  separate  in  the  young,  the  edge,  esx>ecially  of  the 
lower  jaw,  remaining  uneven;  the  median  suture  in  each  jaw  jiresent,  but 
not  well  defined;  1 to  4 radiating  canines  sometimes  present  on  each  side 
of  upper  jaw  above  its  cutting  edge;  * gill  membranes  broadly  united  to 
the  isthmus ; dorsal  spines  x)ungeut ; upper  lip  double  for  its  entire  length ; 
lower  jaw  projecting  beyond  upper;  lateral  line  not  interrupted,  passing 
gradually  from  its  row  of  scales  posteriorly  to  the  series  next  below  it; 
tubes  of  lateral  line  much  branched;  scales  about  head  large,  those  on 
cheek  in  a single  row,  those  on  the  median  line  in  front  of  dorsal  3 or  4 in 
number.  Species  of  rather  small  size,  most  of  them  American;  some  of 
them  showily  colored.  Sparisoma  cretensis  (Linnfeus)  the  Scarus  (dnapo^) 
of  the  ancients  is  the  only  member  of  this  family  found  in  Europe.  It  is 

*In  some  species  haviug  normally  1 or  more  canine  teeth,  some  or  all  of  them  are 
occasionally  absent,  on  one  or  both  sides. 
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au  ally  of  Sparisoma  flavescens.  We  begin  the  group  with  the  smallest 
and  most  generalized  forms,  those  whose  dentition  approaches  nearest  to 
Crijptotomus  and  its  Labroid  ancestors.  (dTtdpo^,  Spams,  ancient  name  of 
some  Sparoid  fish ; dojjua,  body.  Spams  is  said  to  be  from  dTtaipoo,  I gasp. ) 

Sparisoma  ; 

a.  Upper  jaw  with  one  or  more  canines  above  its  cutting  edge  (these  occasionally  obso- 
lete on  one  or  both  sides) ; coloration  often  brilliant. 

b.  Caudal  truncate  or  slightly  rounded,  the  angles  not  acute, 

c.  Posterior  canines  2 to  4 on  each  side. 

d.  Caudal  fin  with  more  or  less  of  black  on  posterior  margin,  yellowish  at 
base;  anal  light  bluish  and  reddish,  its  tip  dusky;  canines  strong, 
4 (rarely  3)  on  each  side;  4 or  5 scales  on  cheek.  Color  olive  green 
above,  mottled  and  speckled  with  red ; snout  with  blue  lines ; a blue 
band  around  lower  jaw;  axil  and  base  of  pectoral  deep  blue-black; 
fins  mostly  light  orange  and  yellow  xystrodon,  2039. 

dd.  Caudal  fin  without  black  in  the  adult;  1 or  2 more  or  less  distinct 
whitish  bars  across  the  chin. 

e.  Canines  3 or  4 on  each  side,  radiating  horizontally ; axil  with  little 
or  no  blue,  but  with  a dusky  blotch  partly  hidden  by  the  fin ; 
front  steeper  and  less  curved  than  in  hoplomystax;  body  and 
fins  mottled,  but  much  less  so  than  in  hoplomystax. 

/.  Canines  3 on  each  side;  pores  of  lateral  line  with  but  2 
branches;  sides  of  head  much  dotted  with  hlack ; caudal 
barred.  Atomarium,  2040. 

ff.  Canines 4 on  each  side;  tubes  of  lateral  line  much  branched; 
a distinct  narrow  streak  of  blue  downward  and  forward 
from  eye ; caudal  nearly  plain,  dusky  olive ; anal  mot 
tied.  RADIANS,  2041. 

ee.  Canines  2 or  3 on  each  side;  axillary  region  extensively  deep 
blue  in  life,  this  forming  a large  blotch  around  and  on  base 
of  pectoral;  a curved  series  of  small  white  specks  around 
the  blue  on  base  of  pectoral ; body  deep  and  robust ; fins  all 
mottled,  the  anal  with  3 darker  areas ; body  with  3 faint  pale 
lengthwise  streaks,  more  or  less  obscure;  2 of  these  bound 
a more  or  less  interrupted  dusky  band  from  eye  to  base  of 
caud'al.  hoplomystax,  2042. 

cc.  Posterior  canine  single  on  each  side;  body  rather  stout.  Color  grayish 
olive,  closely  speckled  with  Avhitish  and  dusky;  lower  half  of  body 
abruptly  paler  from  level  of  eye;  upper  half  with  a narrow  whitish 
stripe  confiuent  with  the  back  from  nape  to  end  of  dorsal;  the  part  of 
back  below  this  crossed  by  irregular  dusky  bars  which  end  abruptly  at 
level  of  eye;  lower  half  with  obscure  pale  lengthwise  streaks;  a black 
spot  as  large  as  pupil  on  end  of  opercle*;  axil  and  base  of  pectoral  dark ; 
dorsal  gray,  throughout  iiiottled  with  pale  and  vaguely  barred  and 
spotted  with  blackish ; caudal  dark  olive,  with  narrow  pale  cross  bars ; 
a broad  olive  cross  bar  at  base ; anal  colored  like  soft  dorsal ; ventral 
faintly  barred ; pectoral  plain ; chin  with  2 broad  silvery  cross  bars,  and 
2 irregular  bars  of  dark  olive.  niphobles,  2043. 

bb.  Caudal  fin  simply  lunate,  the  outer  rays  more  or  less  exserted,  but  not  twice  as 
long  as  the  inner  rays  and  much  shorter  than  the  head;  canine  single  on 
each  side  (rarely  obsolete  or  duplicated). 
g.  Head  with  a scarlet  stripe  from  below  eye  to  angle  of  mouth;  a small 
scarlet  streak  behind  eye;  color  chiefiy  purplish  brown;  a round  spot 
of  yellow  and  black  behind  head,  just  below  lateral  line;  fins  chiefly 
red;  angles  of  caudal  black;  axillary  spot  obscure. 

AUROFRENATUM,  2044. 
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gg.  Head  without  scarlet  stripe. 

h.  Pectoral  Tery  long  and  sharp,  5 in  body ; body  brownish,  not  striped ; 

no  axillary  spot.  oxybrachium,  2045. 

hh.  Pectoral  moderate,  less  than  ^ length. 

i.  Color  dark  reddish  brown,  with  white  mottlings;  no  yellow  or 

black  spot;  belly  abruptly  red ; fins  mostly  cherry  red ; ax- 
illary spot  obsolete;  body  rather  deep;  scales  large,  their 
outlines  well  defined.  abildgaardi,  2046. 

ii.  Color  brownish,  with  3 or  4 pale  longitudinal  streaks,  the  upper 

running  to  a faint  pale  blotch  on  back  of  tail  between  2 
dark-brown  blotches;  caudal  distinctly  pale  edged  behind 
and  more  distinctly  barred  than  in  S.  fiavescens;  spot  at 
ba.se  ol  pectoral  brownish  and  very  faint;  about  4 small 
dusky  blotches  along  base  of  dorsal,  the  last  one  most  dis- 
tinct at  base  of  last  ray ; caudal  with  many  cross  bars  and 
blotches;  snout  dusky;  chin  with  1 or  2 w'hitish  cross 
bars;  caudal  concave,  with  sharp  angles;  dorsal  and  anal 
mottled  with  brown ; pectorals  and  ventrals  plain;  young 
with  dark  opercular  blotch  and  dark  points  about  eye. 

DISTIXCTUM,  2047. 

hhh.  Caudal  fin  in  adult  deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  about  as  long  as  the  head, 
and  twice  or  more  the  length  of  the  inner  rays;  caudal  fin  variegated. 

j.  Canines  3 or  4 on  each  side;  pores  of  lateral  line  excessively  branched, 
each  with  several  (6  to  8)  much  divided  branches.  Color  bright  green- 
ish blue  (the  sides  sometimes  with  a blue  band) ; caudal  lobes  blue,  the 
middle  rays  red;  dorsal  and  anal  red;  pectorals  yellowish, the  axil- 
lary spot  largo,  black,  edged  with  red.  chrysopterum,  2048. 

jj.  Canines  1 or  2 on  each  side;  upper  and  lower  caudal  lobes  greenish. 

k.  Opercles  without  black  and  yellow  spot,  pores  of  lateral  line  each 
with  a few  (4  or  5)  nearly  simple  branches.  Color  in  life  chiefly 
light  blue,  without  sharj)  markings,  fading  to  reddish  in  spirits; 
caudal  dull  greenisli,  the  middle  rays  reddish;  other  6ns  mostly 
scarlet;  axillary  spot  well  defined.  lorito,  2049. 

kk.  Opercle  with  an  inky-black  spot,  in  front  of  which  is  a golden  spot; 
1 short  blunt  canine;  no  spot  at  base  of  pectoral;  axil  dark 
within;  a white  blotch  near  root  of  caudal;  gill  membranes 
red ; pectorals  dark  green  posteriorly ; anal  green  at  base  and 
margin,  brownish  in  the  middle;  caudal  with  a red  crescent, 
separated  by  a green  band  from  the  transparent  posterior  mar 
gin.  \^RIDE,  2050. 

EUSCARUS  (tv,  true;  ffxapo?,  scarus) : 

aa.  Upper  jaw  never  with  posterior  lateral  canines;  colors  dull,  usually  mottled  brown 
or  greeni.sh. 

I.  Caudal  slightly  rounded,  the  angles  not  produced. 

m.  Scales  of  lateral  line,  and  some  on  nape  and  opercles  black;  dorsal  spines 
stout;  olive,  the  vertical  fins  edged  with  violet;  axil  violet. 

STRIGATUM,  2051. 

II.  Caudal  lunate,  or  truncate  with  sharp  angles  (rounded  in  the  very  young). 

71.  Caudal  fin  distinctly  barred  with  irregular  brown  spots  and  markings, 
o.  Body  without  distinct  pale  longitudinal  streaks  above;  caudal  not 
evidently  pale  edged ; spot  on  base  of  pectoral  blackish  and  dis- 
tinct; no  evident  pale  or  dark  blotches  on  back  of  tail. 
p.  Caudal  lunate  or  subtruncate  in  adult,  rounded  in  young.  Gen- 
eral color  olivaceous  or  reddish  brown,  clouded,  and  washed 
with  cherry  red;  lower  fins  mostly  red;  pectorals  light 
orange;  chin  pale,  with  a whitish  cross  band. 

FLAVESCENS,  2052. 
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pp.  Caudal  truncate,  not  at  all  lunate  in  the  adult,  the  angles  very 
slightly  produced. 

<2-  Color  olivaceous  or  bluish  green,  a 'whitish  streak  below 
mouth ; a dark  axillary  spot  usxially  present ; a -whitish 
hand  on  caudal;  tins  dotted.  bubeipixne, 2053. 

mi.  Caudal  fin  not  crossharred. 

r.  Axillary  spot  black,  very  distinct ; outer  rays  of  caudal  consider- 
ably produced,  the  length  of  exserted  part  i to  ^ that  of  head. 
s.  Caudal  red,  its  outer  rays  green;  axillary  spot  very  distinct; 
body  olivaceous,  nearly  plain,  reddish  below;  some  greenish 
blue  on  head;  a faint  greenish  streak  running  backward 
from  the  angle  of  the  mouth.  brachiale,  2054. 

ss.  Caudal  violaceous,  its  outer  rays  i head;  a dark  spot  at  base  of 
pectoral ; color  dusky  red,  scales  of  back  and  sides  with 
red  spots.  maschalespilos,  2055. 

rr.  Axillary  spot  faint  or  wanting:  coloration  uniform  dark  purplish 
violet ; 3 large  scales  on  cheek ; dorsal  spines  rather  slender, 
but  pungent ; caudal  emarginate ; tubes  of  each  scale  of  lateral 
line  much  ramified  and  extending  over  the  whole  scale;  teeth 
of  moderate  size,  very  distinct  on  the  edges  of  the  jaws. 

FROXDOSUM.  2056. 


Subgenus  SPARISOMA. 

2039.  SPABISOMA  XTSTRODOX,  Jordan  & Swain. 

Head  3 (3«  with  caudal);  depth  2f  (3f).  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
21-24-6.  Body  oblong.  Jaws  pale;  upper  jaw  with  3 or  4 exserted 
canines  on  each  side  above  the  cutting  edge,  the  largest  in  front  of  the 
angle  of  the  mouth,  curved  outward  and  somewhat  backward,  the  others 
farther  forward,  1 of  them  being  near  the  median  suture;  upper  lijts 
covering  most  of  upper  jaw.  Eye  moderate,  41  in  head;  snout  bluntish, 
21 ; cheek  with  1 row  of  4 or  5 scales ; pores  of  lateral  line  each  with  3 
to  6 branches,  covering  most  of  the  scale;  4 scales  before  dorsal;  pectoral 
broad,  its  upper  angle  broadly  rounded,  not  reaching  much  past  tips  of 
ventrals.  Caudal  liu  slightly  convex  when  spread  open,  its  outer  rays 
scarcely  as  long  as  middle  ones,  14  in  head.  Color  in  life,  bright  olive 
green  above,  paler  below,  the  upper  parts  very  much  mottled,  speckled 
with  white  and  marbled  with  coppery  red  on  various  scales;  head 
similarly  green,  dotted  with  whitish  above,  a narrow  riug  of  bright 
blue  above  eye,  interrupted  above,  a blue  stripe  from  it  straight  to 
angle  of  mouth:  blue' and  coppery  markings  on  opercle;  lower  part  of 
head  light  yellow;  a blue  band  around  lower  jaw;  axil  and  a spot  at 
base  of  pectoral  in  front  above  deep  blue  black;  dorsal  orange  flesh  color, 
its  tip  paler;  caudal  yellow  at  base,  paler  beyond,  its  posterior  portion 
more  or  less  jet-black,  the  fin  with  a few  whitish  dots  toward  the  base; 
anal  light  bluish  and  reddish,  its  tip  dusky;  ventrals  pale;  pectorals 
light  yellowish;  lining  of  opercle  blackish.  Other  specimens  having  the 
same  markings  were  pearly  bluish  rather  than  gveen  above,  livid  below; 
the  blue  on  head  paler,  the  red  of  a light  yellowish  carmine.  Some  highly 
colored  specimens  are  greener,  with  belly  bright  yellow,  brightest  at 
throat;  anal  and  caudal  chiefly  jet-black.  In  spirits  this  species  is  dark 
olive  green  above,  paler  below;  caudal  and  anal  very  broadly  margined 
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with  black;  black  bar  across  base  of  pectoral  very  distinct.  The  amount 
of  black  on  caudal  and  anal  seems  to  depend  on  age,  the  very  young 
showing  scarcely  any.  West  Indies,  north  to  Key  West,  generally  com- 
mon, but  confused  with  other  species.  This  species  is  found  in  eelgrass 
and  Fucu8  about  Key  West,  in  company  with  S.  hoplomijstax,  and  is  equally 
abundant  with  the  latter.  It  reaches  a still  smaller  size,  none  of  the 
many  specimens  obtained  exceeding  5 inches  in  length.  These  are  sexu- 
ally mature.  One  or  2 specimens  of  this  species  were  seen  in  the  market 
at  Havana,  and  many  specimens  were  obtained  by  the  Alhaiross  at  St. 
Lucia.  Dr.  Bean  found  the  species  at  Cozumel.  {^vdTpov,  a scraper; 
odoxx;,  tooth.) 

Sparisoma  xystrodon,  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  99,  Key  West ; Havana 
(Type,  No.  35174.  Coll.  Jordan  & Dye) ; Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 137 ; Bean, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1888, 198 ; Jordan,  Eeview  Labroid  Fishes,  678, 1890. 

2040.  SPARISOMA  ATOMARIU3I  (Poey). 

Profile  regular,  the  form  elegant;  depth  3i  in  total  length;  eye 
in  head;  3 posterior  canines;  scales  of  lateral  line  with  but  2 small 
branches  diverging  at  base ; caudal  truncate.  Color  carmine  red  in  life, 
paler  below,  wuth  pale  streaks  along  the  rows  of  scales;  anal  orange; 
branching  pores  below  orbit;  sides  of  head  much  dotted  with  black; 
caudal  with  pale  vertical  bands;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  dotted ; mem- 
brane of  first  2 dorsal  spines  dusky;  anal  bluish.  Length  120  mm. 
Cuba  (Poey);  not  seen  by  us.  (atomarius,  marked  with  atoms  or  dots.) 

Scarus  atomarius,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  423,  1861,  Havana;  Poey,  Syuopsis,  343,  1868. 

2041.  SPARISOMA  RADI.4NS  (Cuvier  & Valencieuues). 

Head  3|;  depth  3.  D.  IX,  9;  A.  II,  9;  eye  4 in  head;  snout  3;  scales 
l|-26-6.  Body  oblong,  compressed;  anterior  profile  evenly  convex;  front 
steeper  and  less  curved  than  in  S.  hoplomysiax ; posterior  canines  4 on  each 
side,  radiating  horizontally,  the  anterior  canines  pointing  forward,  the 
lateral  curved  back,  those  near  the  angle  of  the  mouth  the  largest;  4 
scales  before  dorsal  in  a median  line;  about  5 scales  in  the  row  on  cheek; 
scales  of  lateral  line  Avith  tubes  much  branched ; pectoral  reaching  slightly 
past  the  tips  of  the  A^entrals;  caudal  truncate  or  slightly  rounded,  the 
angles  not  acute.  Body  and  fins  mottled,  but  much  less  so  than  in  the 
preceding;  reddish  brown;  axil  with  little  or  no  blue,  but  with  a dusky 
blotch  partly  hidden  by  the  fin ; a distinct  narrow  streak  of  blue  down- 
Avard  and  forward  from  eye;  caudal  nearly  plain,  dusky  olive;  anal  mot- 
tled; 1 or  2 more  or  less  distinct  AAhitish  bars  across  chin.  West  Indies, 
south  to  Brazil,  not  rare,  but  often  confounded  with  other  species.  Here 
described  from  3 specimens  taken  by  the  Albatross  at  Bahia,  the  original 
locality  of  S.  radians.  These  agree  so  well  with  S.  lacrimosum  of  Poey 
that  we  regard  the  latter  species  as  identical. 

A specimen  sent  by  Poey  to  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  shows 
the  following  characters:  Color  in  spirits,  mottled  brown,  the  caudal  sim- 
ilarly mottled  and  faintly  barred;  no  dark  axillary  spot;  head  plain; 
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dorsal  mottled.  Caudal  short,  truncate;  tubes  of  lateral  line  little 
branched;  body  rather  elongate,  the  depth  3^  in  length;  pectoral  short; 
2 strong  posterior  canines,  before  Tvhich  are  several  smaller  pointed 
teeth.  Another  specimen  has  4 pointed  teeth  on  each  side  of  upper  jaw. 
These  probably  belong  to  Sj^ai'isoma  radians,  (radians,  radiating.) 

Scams  radians,  Cuvier  & YALENCiEN>rES,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  206, 1839,  Brazil ; Guiche- 
XOT,  Scarides,  17,  1865;  note  on  types. 

Sparisoma  radians,  Joedax,  Review  Labroid  Pishes,  677,  1890. 

Scams  la crimosus,*  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  422,  1861,  Havana;  Poey,  Synopsis.  343,1868. 

2042.  SPARISOMA  HOPLOMYSTAX  (Cope). 

Head  3^  (3-i%  with  caudal);  depth  2f  (34);  eye  moderate,  44  in  head; 
snout  rather  obtuse,  3.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  11,9;  scales  24-24-6.  Body  oblong; 
a single  stout  canine  directed  outward  and  usually  slightly  backward  on 
each  side  of  upper  jaw,  in  front  of  angle  of  mouth;  a second  canine  often 
present  in  front  of  this;  a small  canine  directed  downward  on  each  side  of 
front  of  upper  jaw  above  the  cutting  edge  and  close  to  the  median  suture ; 
upper  lip  covering  most  of  the  upper  jaw.  Cheek  with  1 row  of  large 
scales;  pores  of  lateral  line  each  with  4 to  6 branches,  which  cover  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  scale;  4 scales  on  median  line  before  dorsal  Pectoral 
broad  and  fan-shaped  behind,  not  reaching  greatly  past  ventral ; caudal 
slightly  convex  when  spread  open,  the  outer  rays  scarcely  as  long  as  the 
median  ones,  14  in  head.  Lower  pharyngeal  nearly  twice  as  broad  as  long, 
its  upper  surface  almost  flat,  less  concave  than  in  related  species.  Color 
in  life,  upper  half  of  body  olive  green,  the  color  very  much  mottled  and 
speckled,  marbled  with  whitish  and  streaked  with  green;  lower  parts 
fleshy  red,  equally  and  similarly  mottled;  top  and  front  of  head  most 
extensively  mottled;  sides  of  head  similarly  mottled;  lower  jaws  usually 
more  or  less  brown,  with  2 whitish  bands,  the  anterior  continuous,  the 
posterior  of  4 separate  whitish  blotches;  edge  of  oiiercle  bright  greenish 
blue;  axil  extensively  deep  blue,  with  some  reddish  spots;  a deep-blue 
blotch  on  base  of  pectoral;  dorsal  colored  like  the  back;  caudal  greenish 
at  base,  with  a pale-yellowish  band  and  some  small  whitish  dots,  its  edge 
blackish,  the  fin  elsewhere  translucent;  anal  dull  gray  with  orange, 
mottled  with  brown;  ventrals  pale  flesh  color;  the  yellow  and  orange  of 
fins  and  red  of  belly  become  grayish  in  spirits;  the  blue  of  the  axil 
becomes  dark  green  in  spirits,  but  does  not  disappear.  Length  of  type  54 
inches.  YVest  Indies,  from  Key  YY^est  to  Bahia,  generally  common.  Here 
described  from  the  type  of  Sparisoma  cyanolene  from  Key  YY'est.  This 
little  fish  is  very  abundant  about  Key  YY^est,  where  many  specimens  were 
taken  with  the  seine  in  the  kelp.  None  of  these  was  more  than  6 inches 
in  length,  and  as  they  were  sexually  mature  at  that  size  it  is  not  likely 
that  they  grow  much  larger.  The  prevalence  of  blue  around  the  base  of 
the  pectoral  is  a striking  color  mark  which  does  not  soon  disappear  in 
alcohol.  Specimens  were  also  obtained  by  the  Albatross  at  St.  Lucia  and 

* Sparisoma  lacrimosiim,  according  to  Poey,  is  notable  chiefly  for  the  4 posterior  canines, 
the  last  turned  backward.  Caudal  truncate.  Color  rose,  a blue  band  from  orbit  to  com- 
missure, fading  in  spirits ; fins  brown  rose,  faintly  marbled ; pectoral  plain,  with  no  axillary 
spot;  scales  of  lateral  line  with  1 tube,  from  which  spring  4 much  ramified  branches. 
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at  Bahia,  and  by  Dr.  Bean  at  Cozumel.  {otcXov,  weapon;  /j.v6Taq,  upper 
jaw.) 

Lahrus  radians,  Castelnau,  Anim.  Noiiv.,  etc.,  Am6rique  du  Sud,  29,  1855;  not  Searus 
radians,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Searus  radians,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  211;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  906,  1883;  not  of 
Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Searus  hoplomystax,  CoPE,  Trans.  Am.  Philo.  Soc.  1869,  462,  St.  Martins.  (Coll.  Dr.  J. 
Van  Rijgersma.) 

Simrisoma  eyanolene,  JORDAN  & SWAiN,  Proc.  JJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  98,  Key  West  (Coll. 

Jordan  <fe  Dye) ; Bean,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1888,  198. 

Sparisoma  hoplomystax,  Jordan,  Keview  Labroid  Fishes,  677,  pi.  10, 1890. 

2043.  SPARISOMA  XIPHOBLES,  Jordan  & Bollman. 

Head  3f  (4  with  caudal);  depth  3f  (44);  eye  moderate,  4^  in  head; 
snout  obtuse,  24.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  11;  scales  2-24-6.  Body  oblong.  A 
small  canine  directed  downward  on  each  side  in  front  of  upper  jaw  above 
cutting  edge  and  close  to  the  median  suture;  another  single  stout  canine 
directed  outward  and  backward  on  each  side  of  the  upper  jaw  in  front 
of  angle  of  mouth;  upper  lip  covering  most  of  upper  jaw;  cheeks  with 
1 row  of  5 large  scales;  tubes  of  lateral  line  each  with  3 to  5 branches, 
usually  3;  4 scales  on  median  line  before  dorsal.  Caudal  truncate,  the 
outer  rays  not  produced,  1|  in  head.  Color  in  spirits,  brownish  olive,  the 
color  so  mottled  and  speckled  with  whitish  as  almost  to  hide  the  ground 
color;  head  much  speckled  with  bluish  and  black;  dark  spots  smaller 
and  more  defined  on  top  of  head;  brownish  regions  most  prominent 
around  eyes  and  lower  part  of  cheeks ; chin  crossed  by  a silvery  band, 
behind  which  is  a brownish  band,  and  then  a row  of  six  silvery  spots,  of 
which  the  lowermost  are  largest;  an  ill-defined  whitish  band  from  lower 
margin  of  eye  across  opercle  connecting  with  one  above  base  of  pectorals ; 
scales  Oil  body  marked  like  those  on  head;  jaws  pale;  black  spots  more 
prominent  above  lateral  line,  the  white  below  pectorals;  above  5 bluish- 
white  stripes  following  rows  of  scales,  the  one  above  lateral  line  most 
prominent,  the  one  under  lateral  line  not  distinct;  between  the  band 
above  lateral  line  and  the  one  above  base  of  pectorals  are  5 slightly 
oblique  dusky  blotches,  of  which  the  third  (from  the  head)  is  least  distinct; 
the  last  4 extend  on  dorsal  fin ; region  around  caudal  fin  brownish,  the 
spots  less  distinct;  a small  black  humeral  spot;  2 scales  in  front  of  dorsal 
dark ; axil  rather  dark ; dorsal  with  4 distinct  darker  mottled  areas,  the 
first  between  fifth  and  seventh  spines,  the  second  between  last  spine 
and  third  ray,  the  third  at  base  of  fifth  and  sixth  rays,  and  the  last  at 
eighth  apd  ninth  rays;  upper  part  of  soft  dorsal  with  2 or  3 rows  of 
brownish  spots ; caudal  brownish  with  4 or  5 narrow,  wavy,  white  vertical 
bars,  of  which  the  last  2 are  most  prominent;  anal  with  3 darker  areas, 
its  markings  similar  to  those  on  dorsal ; pectoral  yellowish,  spotted  at 
base  and  near  tips  of  rays;  ventrals  faintly  brownish  and  indistinctly 
spotted  with  white.  Known  from  a single  specimen  54  inches  in  length, 
taken  by  Dr.  Charles  L.  Edwards  at  Green  Turtle  Cay,  in  the  Bahamas, 
snowed  upon,  from  the  white  spots.) 

Sparisoma  niphohles,  Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1888,  551,  Green  Turtle 
Cay,  Bahamas  (Coll.  C.  L.  Edwards) ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  677,  1890. 


1634  Bulletin  United  States  Natio7ial  Museum. 


2044.  SPARISOMA  AUROFRENATUM  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Head.  31  (4  witli  caudal);  depth  2|  (31).  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
21-24-6.  Body  elliptical-oblong;  eye  rather  large,  41  in  head;  snout  not 
blunt,  11  in  head ; cheek  with  a single  row  of  4 or  5 large  scales ; 4 scales 
on  median  line  before  dorsal ; 3 before  ventrals ; pores  of  lateral  line  much 
branched,  covering  most  of  the  scales.  Pectoral  reaching  well  past  tips 
of  ventrals ; caudal  fin  moderately  lunate,  the  upper  lobe  the  longer.  If  in 
head,  11  times  length  of  middle  rays.  Teeth  less  distinct  than  usual  in 
this  type,  the  edge  of  the  upper  jaw  nearlj^  entire,  the  edge  of  the  lower 
jaw  more  uneven.  A small  canine  in  front  of  the  angle  of  the  mouth  on 
each  side  (this  obsolete  on  both  sides  of  1 of  the  3 specimens  examined). 
A small  canine  near  suture  of  upper  jaw  on  both  sides  usually  present; 
upper  lip  covering  more  than  1 of  upper  jaw.  Color  in  life,  purplish 
brown,  becoming  reddish  on  sides,  and  finally  livid  greenish  below;  head 
purplish-violet  about  eyes;  sides  of  head  with  a stripe  of  vivid  scarlet 
running  from  corner  of  mouth  just  below  and  slightly  past  eye,  a second 
short  streak  of  the  same  color  above  the  first  behind  the  eye;  jaws  pale 
in  color;  a golden-orange  spot  rather  smaller  than  eye  on  and  below  the 
fifth  scale  of  the  lateral  line,  its  upper  portion  black;  dorsal  orange,  slaty 
at  base  posteriorly;  caudal  scarlet  at  base,  then  blood  red,  yellowish 
in  the  center,  whitish  behind,  the  projecting  tips  of  both  lobes  black, 
the  whole  fin  faintly  mottled  and  barred  with  dusky;  anal  crimson,  its 
edge  light  blue ; ventrals  livid  purplish ; pectorals  light  yellowish,  bluish 
in  axil,  dusky  at  base  in  front.  In  spirits  the  orange  and  red  colors  fade 
to  light  yellowish ; a more  or  less  distinct  dark  stripe  on  each  row  of  scales 
below  the  lateral  line,  paler  on  lower  rows;  pale  greenish  about  eyes; 
dusky  on  snout  above ; edge  of  scales  on  body  above,  and  on  sides  more 
or  less  dusky.  Length  of  example  described  from  Havana,  8^  inches. 
West  Indies;  rather  common  at  Havana.  Others  examined  are  from  Cuba, 
Sombrero,  St.  Thomas,  and  St.  Lucia.  In  color  it  is  one  of  the  most  strongly 
marked  and  handsomest  species,  (aurum,  gold;  frcenatus,  bridled;  in 
allusion  to  the  scarlet  band  backward  from  the  mouth,  which  is  vermil- 
ion rather  than  golden,  for  which  reason  Poey  has  substituted  the  name 
miniofrenatus.) 

Scarus  aurofrenatus,  Cuvuer  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  191,  1839,  San 
Domingo  (Coll.  Ricord) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  212;  Guichenot,  Scarides,  Mus.  Paris, 
13,  1865;  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.  1871,  461. 

Scarus  miniofrenatus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  279,  393,  1860,  Cuba. 

Sparisoma  aurofrenatum,  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1884,  96;  Jordan, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886,  47;  Jordan,  KevioAv  Lahroid  Fishes,  675,  1890. 

2045.  SPARISOMA  OXTBRACHIUM  (Poey). 

Head  nearly  4 ; depth  3^ ; eye  44  in  head,  If  in  snout,  1 in  distance  to 
mouth.  A small  posterior  canine  on  the  right  side ; lower  jaw  roughest; 
line  of  belly  less  curved  than  in  S.  distiuctum;  scales  of  lateral  line  with 
3 branches.  Caudal  truncate;  pectoral  sharp-pointed  and  very  long,  5 in 
total  (6  in  S.  distinctum).  Color  brownish,  without  longitudinal  streaks, 
base  of  scales  darker;  lower  parts  yellowish,  reddish  in  life;  fins  yellow- 
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isli  or  reddish,  not  spotted;  no  dark  axillary  spot;  pectoral  with  white 
points  at  base.  Length  210  mm.  Cuba.  (Poey);  probably  not  distinct 
irom  Sparisoma  abildgaardi.  sharp;  fJpaxiGOV,  sum.) 

Scarus  oxybraehius,  Poey,  Synopsis,  342,1868,  Havana. 

2046.  SPARISOMA  ABILDGAARDI  (Bloch). 

(Red  Parrot-fish  ; Rose-back  Parrot.) 

Head  31  (3|  with  caudal);  depth  2|  (3|).  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
2|-24-6.  Body  rather  deep;  a small,  bluntish  canine  on  each  side  of 
upper  jaw  in  front  of  angle  of  mouth;  upper  lip  covering  most  of  upper 
jaw.  Head  rather  short;  eye  rather  large,  4^  in  head;  snout  rather 
acute,  2| ; cheeks  Avith  a single  row  of  large  scales ; each  pore  of  lateral 
line  with  5 to  8 branches  coA^ering  most  of  the  scale;  4 scales  on  median 
line  before  dorsal.  Pectorals  rather  longer  and  sharper  than  in  related 
species,  not  reaching  far  past  tips  of  ventrals;  caudal  fin  lunate;  the 
middle  a little  convex  when  spread  open,  the  outer  rays  slightly  pro- 
duced, the  upper  rays  in  head  in  the  largest  specimens  examined.  Color 
in  spirits,  almost  plain  dark  broAvn,  somewhat  mottled  with  paler;  a few 
dark  dots  on  opercle,  the  edge  of  the  opercle  being  more  or  less  blackish ; 
pale  gray  below,  from  tip  of  lower  jaw  to  caudal;  teeth  pale,  tinged  with 
reddish ; jaws  pale ; all  the  fins  pale,  the  dorsal  narrowly  edged  with  dusky, 
the  fin  somewhat  mottled  Avith  darker ; axil  of  pectoral  pale,  the  base  dusky 
aboAX.  In  life,  the  dorsal,  caudal,  lower  fins,  and  belly  are  bright  cherry 
red;  rest  of  body  brown,  tinged  with  red;  pale  dots  and  mottlings  on 
sides  of  head  and  on  body.  West  Indies  south  to  Brazil;  generally  com- 
mon. Here  described  from  Havana  specimens,  8 inches  long.  (Named 
for  Abildgaard,  professor  in  the  University  of  Copenhagen,  author  of 
descriptions  of  worms.) 

Yieja,  Parra.  Descr.  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Nat.,  58,  pi.  28,  fig.  2, 1787,  Cuba. 

Scarus  abildgaardi,  Bloch,  Ichtbyol.,  pi.  259,  1791,  America;  from  a specimen  sent  by 
Prof.  Abildgaard. 

Seams  coccineus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichtbyol.,  289, 1801,  Cuba;  after  Parra. 
Scarus  aureoruber,  LACEPf:DE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  55, 163, 1803,  Martinique;  on  a drawing 
by  Plumier. 

Scarus  amplus,  Ranzani,  Nov.  Comm.  Ac.  Scient.  Inst.  Bonon.,  324,  taf.  5,  pi.  25,  1842, 
Brazil  (fide  Guichenot;  not  seen  by  us.) 

Scarus  erythrinoides,  Guichenot,  Scarides,  Mns.  Paris,  10, 1865,  San  Domingo. 

Scarus  oxybraehius,  Poey,  Synopsis,  342, 1868,  Cuba, 

Scartis  abildgaardi,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  175,  1839:  Gunther, 
Cat.,  IV,  209;  Guichenot,  Scarides,  Mus.  Paris,  10;  Poea',  Enumeratio,  111;  Cope, 
Trans.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.  1871, 462. 

Sparisoma  abildgaardi,  Savainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class.  Fishes,  etc.,  ii,  227,  1839;  Jordan  & 
Savain,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.Mus,  1884, 97;  Jordan,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  47;  Jordan, 
ReAiew  Labroid  Fishes,  676, 1890. 

2047.  SPARISOMA  DISTIXCTUM  (Poey). 

Depth  3i  in  length ; eye  5 in  head,  2 in  snout ; snout  sharp ; body  deep, 
usually  a small  posterior  canine,  this,  howeA^er,  often  absent;  scales  of  lat- 
eral line  with  a central  tube,  which  bifurcates  and  which  has  a ver^  short 
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simple  branch  at  base  (a  character  which  separates  the  species  from  S. 
frondosuin).  Sides  with  3 rather  faint  dark  streaks,  alternating  with  3 
pale  ones;  back  greenish,  sides  brown;  belly  rosy;  first  dark  streak 
between  lateral  line  and  back;  second  broad,  from  opercle  backward, 
third  narrow  on  sides  of  belly;  a black  axillary  spot  above;  red  spots 
below  lower  jaw;  pectoral  yellowish;  other  fins  reddish,  with  points  and 
shades  of  carmine;  a pale  space  on  candal  peduncle  behind  dorsal.* 
Cuba  and  Jamaica,  south  to  Bahia;  not  rare.  (Poey.)  A specimen  from 
Bahia  is  thus  described:  Depth  3;  candal  fin  Innate,  the  angles  short  but 
sharp  (rounded  in  the  very  young) ; dentition  oi  Sparisoma  Jlavescens; 
cheek  with  3 scales.  Mottled  olive  brown ; body  with  3 or  4 pale  longi- 
tudinal streaks,  the  upper  running  to  a faint  pale  blotch  on  back  of  tail 
between  2 dark-brown  blotches;  candal  distinctly  pale-edged  behind  and 
more  distinctly  barred  than  in  S.  flavescens,  the  margin  abruptly  whitish; 
spot  at  base  of  pectoral  brownish  and  very  faint;  about  4 small  dusky 
blotches  along  base  of  dorsal,  the  last  one  most  distinct  at  base  of  last  ray ; 
candal  with  many  cross  bars  and  blotches;  snout  dusky;  chin  with  1 or  2 
whitish  cross  bars;  candal  concave,  with  sharp  angles;  dorsal  and  anal 
mottled  with  brown ; jDectorals  and  ventrals  plain ; young  with  dark  oper- 
cular blotch  and  dark  points  about  eye.  (distinctus,  distinct,  from  the 
dark  streaks.) 

Scams  distincttis,  Poet,  Memorias,  li,  423, 1861,  Havana;  Poet,  Repertorio,  ll,  163 ; Poet, 

Synopsis,  341 ; Poet,  Ennm.,  114. 

Sparisoma  distinctum,  Jordan,  Review  Labroicl  Fishes,  676;  Jordan  & Rutter,  Proc.  Ac. 

Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 119. 

Scams  frondosus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  210;  not  of  Cuvier. 


2048.  SPARISOMA  CHRYSOPTERCM  (Bloch  & Schneider). 

(Blue  Parrot-fish ; Tieja.) 

Head  34  (4jr  with  caudal);  depth  2|  (3|).  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
2^24-6.  Body  oblong;  a strong  canine  directed  outward  and  backward 
toward  angle  of  month  in  upper  jaw;  besides  this  about  3 smaller  canines 
toward  front  of  jaw,  chiefly  turned  forward;  upper  lip  covering  about 
i of  upper  jaw.  Eye  5|  in  head;  snout  not  obtuse,  2f;  cheek  with  a 
single  row  of  3 or  4 large  scales;  each  pore  of  lateral  line  ramose,  many 
times  forked,  and  covering  most  of  the  scale,  the  pores  more  branched  than 
in  any  other  of  our  species ; 4 scales  on  median  line  before  dorsal.  Caudal 
deeply  lunate,  the  outer  rays  much  produced,  upper  lobe  the  longer,  twice 
as  long  as  inner  rays,  as  long  as  head.  Color  in  life,  bright  blue,  almost 
everywhere  tinged  with  green;  head  and  jiortion  behind  pectorals 
brighter ; an  ill-defined  pale  band  on  lower  part  of  side ; dorsal  and  anal 


* One  of  Poey’s  types  of  Scams  distinctus  is  in  the  National  Museum.  It  agrees  very 
closely  with  Spansoma  ruhripinne.  differing  chiefly  in  the  presence  of  a posterior  canine 
and  in  the  more  sharply  defined  coloration.  Specimens  from  Jamaica  show  the  following 
characters : Sides  olivaceous,  mottled  with  darker,  an  indistinct  dark  hand  from  above 
pectoral  to  caudal;  vertical  tins  mottled  with  bright  red,  especially  posteriorly,  the  caudal 
being  entirely  red  in  some  specimens;  a white  cross  blotch  on  Jail  behind  dorsal;  the 
scales  below  more  or  less  distinctly  pale  edged ; pectorals  tinged  with  yellowish  olive ; 
ventrals  white ; some  specimens  with  the  belly  and  ventral  fins  almost  entirely  red,  the 
outer  rays  only  being  white,  others  with  but  little  red  anywhere. 
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and  middle  of  caudal  brick  red;  edge  of  caudal  blue;  veutrals  bluish 
green;  pectorals  greenish  yellow,  their  base  red  around  a large  black 
spot;  teeth  bluish;  jaws  pale.  In  spirits  the  blue  is  more  or  less  faded, 
leaving  the  fish  chielly  green,  darker  on  head ; the  red  and  yellow  of  tins 
become  pale  grayish.  According  to  Poey,  there  is  usually  a dark  blue 
horizontal  stripe  along  sides  behind  pectoral  fin.  Length  of  example 
described  (from  Havana)  13  inches.  West  Indies,  not  rare;  recorded  from 
Cuba,  St.  Thomas,  Jamaica,  Martinique,  Guadeloupe,  San  Domingo,  St. 
Croix,  St.  Kitts,  and  Bahia,  (jpudo?,  golden;  TtTEpov,  wing  or  fin.) 

Vieja,  Pakra,  DcBcr.  Pif.  Piezas  Hist.  Hat.  1787,  58,  pi.  28,  fig.  4,  Cuba. 

Scarus  chrysopterus,  Bloch  &.  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichtli.,  286,  pi.  57,1801,  American  seas; 
figure  apparently  from  a dried  skin;  Cuvier  «fc  Valenciennes,  Hist. Hat. Poiss.,  xiv, 
185,1839;  GuNTiiER,  Cat.,  iv,  12, 1862;  GuiCHENOT,  Scarides.Mus.  Paris,  12, 1865;  Cope, 
Trans.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.  1871,  462. 

Scarus  chloris,  Bloch  A Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  289,  1801,  Cuba;  after  Parra ; Goode, 
' Bull.  U.S.  Hat.  Mus.,v,  34, 1876. 

Scarus  lateralis,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  219, 1860,  Cuba  ; Poey,  Synopsis,  337, 1868. 

? ? Scarus  spinidens,*  Guichenot,  Scarides,  15, 1865,  Bahia.  (Coll.  TJniv.  de  Geneve.) 
Sparisoma  chrysojderum,  Jordan  <fc  Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1884,94;  Jordan,  Proc. 
U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886,  47 ; Jordan,  Eeview  Labroid  Fishes,  674, 1890. 


2049.  SPARISOMA  LORITO,  Jordan  & Swain. 

Head  3^  (4  with  caudal);  depth  2^-  (3|);  eye  rather  large,  4f  in  head; 
snout  rather  acute,  2|.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales  2|-24-6.  Body  oblong, 
moderately  deep;  1 or  2 small  canines  on  each  side,  directed  outward  and 
backward,  in  front  of  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  1 on  each  side,  2 on  the 
other,  in  the  typical  specimen;  upper  lip  covering  more  than  ^ of  upper 
jaw;  cheeks  with  a single  row  of  large  scales;  pores  of  lateral  line  less 
branched  than  usual  in  this  genus,  not  covering  nearly  the  whole  surface 
of  the  scale,  those  on  the  caudal  peduncle  most  branched,  those  on  the 
anterior  region  mostly  once  or  twice  forked;  4 scales  on  median  lino 
before  dorsal.  Caudal  fin  deeply  lunate,  the  outer  rays  much  produced, 
the  upper  lobe  slightly  the  longer,  nearly  twice  as  long  as  inner  rays, 
and  nearly  as  long  as  head.  Color  in  life,  pearly  blue,  the  color  mixed 
with  greenish  and  gray;  jaws  pale;  teeth  pale;  dorsal  reddish,  tinged 
with  gray;  lobes  of  caudal  greenish  gray,  washed  with  brown,  center 
of  liu  reddish,  posterior  margin  grayish ; anal  rather  dull  scarlet  mixed 
with  gray;  veutrals  pinkish;  pectorals  light  yellowish  olive,  a dark 
blotch  at  base  above.  Color  in  spirits,  brownish  olive  on  dorsal  region, 
grayish  olive  mixed  with  crimson  on  sides,  and  light  green  below; 


* Scarus  spinidens  is  thus  described  by  Guichenot: 

“Body  oblong,  the  snout  slightly  convex;  upper  jaw  rough  with  salient,  conic  points 
in  2 or  3 irregular  rows;  lower  jaw  with  stronger  crenulations  and  marked  by  teeth  in 
quincunx ; scales  of  lateral  line  each  with  a pore  having  a short  stem  and  sending  branches 
over  the  whole  scale.  Caudal  lunate,  its  angles  much  produced,  as  long  as  the  fin  itself. 
Color  silvery  red,  paler  below,  each  scale  with  a brown  spot.  Head  red,  varied  with  pale 
yellow;  dorsal  reddish;  anal  and  ventrals  yellow,  the  former  edged  with  violet  Caudal 
red  medially,  the  upper  and  lower  edges  and  the  interval  between  them  violet;  a large 
black  spot  at  base  of  pectorals,  which  are  violet,  edged  with  yellow.  Length  of  sole 
specimen  (from  Bahia)  420  mm.,  to  middle  rays  of  caudal.” 

This  species  is  evidently  close  to  Spansoma  chrysopterum,  but  the  colors  are  not  the 
same. 
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head  greenish ; purplish  on  cheeks,  light  green  below ; lips  green ; dorsal 
and  anal  orange,  the  rays  grayish  dusky;  caudal  pale  orange,  the  outer 
rays  greenish,  the  posterior  margin  of  fin  dusky;  ventrals  flesh  color, 
tinged  with  pinkish ; pectorals  orange  olive,  the  base  of  upper  rays  with  a 
dark  spot,  its  axil  pale.  West  Indies.  Here  described  from  the  type,  an 
adult  specimen  10  inches  in  length,  taken  at  Havana.  Other  specimens  are 
in  the  museum  at  Cambridge  from  St.  Thomas,  Sombrero,  Barbados,  and 
Jeremie,  Hayti,  and  in  Stanford  University  from  Jamaica.  Although  it 
is  evidently  not  a rare  sx)ecies,  wo  are  unable  to  identify  it  with  any  of 
those  described  by  Poey,  or  by  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  (lorito,  Spanish 
diminutive  of  Zoro,  parrot.) 

Sparisoma  lorito,  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1884,  95,  Havana  (Coll.  D.  S. 

Jordan);  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  47;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes, 

674,  1890 ; Jordan  & Rutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 120. 


2050.  SPAKIS03LV  YIRIDE  (Bonnaterre). 

(Dark  Green  Parrot-fish.) 

Caudal  fin  in  adult  deeply  forked,  the  upper  lobe  about  as  long  as  the 
head,  and  twice  or  more  the  length  of  the  inner  rays,  variegated ; canines 
1 or  2 on  each  side;  upper  and  lower  caudal  lobes  greenish.  Deep 
blue,  scales  edged  with  brownish,  which  above  makes  1 or  2 contin- 
uous streaks;  top  of  head  light  grayish  brown,  a similar  band  from  eye  to 
above  gill  opening,  another  paler  stripe  from  opercle  to  corner  of  mouth 
and  edges  of  both  lips;  edge  of  opercle  below  pale  grayish,  changing  to 
bright  orange  above,  a deep-yellow  spot  at  tip  of  opercle;  no  inky-black 
spot  on  opercle ; lips  deep  blue  except  for  the  gray  edging ; head  below 
livid  olive;  dorsal  light  yellowish,  tips  of  spines  and  rays  normally  blue, 
base  of  soft  part  blue;  anal  bluish  gray,  with  deep-blue  band  at  base  and 
edge;  pectoral  blue  gray,  edged  with  bright  blue  above,  tips  broadly 
orange;  caudal  blue  green,  with  a lunate  yellow  band,  behind  this  a deep- 
blue  band,  tips  of  rays  pale,  outer  rays  deep  blue,  a faint  band  of  golden 
gray  at  base;  ventrals  yellowish,  blue  anteriorly.  West  Indies;  generally 
common ; one  of  the  largest  and  most  strougly  marked  of  the  parrot-fishes ; 
the  specimens  here  described  from  Jamaica,  Sombrero  Key  and  St.  Thomas. 
(viridis,  green.) 

Fiscis  viridis  bahamensis  (the  Parrot-fish),  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Car.,  ii,  29,  pi.  29,  1738, 
Bahamas. 

Scarus  viridis,  Bonnaterre,  Enc.  Meth.,x,  96,  193,  1788,  Bahamas,  after  Catesby;  not 
Scarus  viridis,  Bloch,  1790. 

Callyodo7i  psittacus,  Gronow,  Ed.  Gray,  84,  1854;  not  of  Linn^us. 

Scarus  inelanotis,  Bleeker,  Notices  Ichthyologiques,  i-x,  4,  1862,  St.  Croix. 

Scarus  catesby,  LACEPt:DE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss,,  iv,  16, 1803;  after  Catesby. 

Scarus  catesboei,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  183,1839;  Poey,  Reper- 
torio,  I,  372, 1867 ; Guichenot,  Scarides,  il,  1865 ; Gunther,  Cat , iv,  210, 1862. 

Spariso7na  catesbyi.  Bean  & Dresel,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 153. 

Sparisoma  catesboei,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 191. 

Sparisoiyia  viride,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  675, 1890;  Jordan  & Rutter,  Proc.  Ac. 
Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 120. 
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Subgenus  EUSCARUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2061.  SPARISOMA  STRKJATUM  (Gunther). 

Upper  jaw  without  posterior  lateral  eanines.  Seales  of  the  lateral  line, 
those  on  the  nape,  and  a few  on  the  opercles,  hlaek  shining  violet;  dor- 
sal spines  stout,  the  anterior  not  much  longer  than  the  orbit.  General 
color  olive  (in  spirits);  outer  parts  of  the  vertical  fins  violet;  posterior- 
part  of  the  axil  blackish  violet.  (Giinther.)  Locality  unknown.  As  the 
genus  Sparisoma  is  chiefly  conflned  to  American  waters,  we  include  this 
species  in  the  present  paper  as  probably  American,  {strigatus,  striped.) 

Scarus  strigatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  212, 1862,  locality  unknown. 

Sparisoma  stngatum,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  671, 1890. 

2052.  SPARISOMA  FLAVESt'EyS  (Bloch  A-  Schneider). 

(Mud  Parrot;  Vieja  Colorada;  Vieja  Huger.) 

Head  3i  (4  with  caudal);  depth  (3^).  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
2^-24-6 ; eye  54  in  head ; snout  2f . Body  oblong ; no  canine  teeth ; upper- 
lip  covering  most  of  u])per  jaw;  eye  rather  small;  snout  bluntish;  cheek 
with  a single  series  of  about  5 large  scales ; tubes  of  lateral  line  dividing 
into  about  5 branches,  covering  most  of  the  scale;  4 scales  on  median  line 
before  dorsal ; pectoral  fin  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals ; origin  of  ventral 
spine  under  middle  of  pectoral  base;  caudal  fin  slightly  lunate,  the  upper 
lobe  longer  and  narrower  than  the  lower,  1^  in  head;  the  prolongation  of 
the  outer  rays  varies  somewhat  and  is  greatest  in  the  adult ; the  concavity 
of  the  fin  is  evident  in  specimens  3 inches  long,  but  in  the  very  young  the 
fin  is  truncate  or  even  slightly  convex.  A few  specimens  of  6 to  8 inches 
are  in  the  collection  in  which  the  caudal  fin  appears  fairly  truncate  when 
spread  open,  the  angles  remaining  acute.  In  most  cases,  however,  the  fin 
is  slightly  concave.  Color  of  adult  in  life,  olivaceous,  somewhat  clouded 
with  light  and  dark,  and  usually  flushed  with  pinkisli,  especially  below,  the 
edges  of  the  scales  more  yellow  olive ; scales  of  belly  and  lower  parts  light 
orange  red  toward  their  bases,  giving  a decidedly  reddish  cast;  dorsal 
mottled  with  different  shades  of  olive;  caudal  creamy,  mottled  and  barred 
with  darker  orange,  the  markings  more  distinct  on  the  outer  edge ; ventrals 
and  anal  rich  cherry  red,  mottled  and  barred  with  brown;  pectorals  light 
orange  red,  the  color  formed  by  narrow  orange  cross  streaks  on  a paler 
ground;  alight  band  across  lower  jaw,  which  is  otherwise  brown ; teeth 
white;  a dusky  or  black  blotch  at  base  of  pectoral;  sometimes  blackish 
spots  on  the  scales  at  the  base  of  the  soft  dorsal.  In  spirits  the  red  of  body 
and  fins  and  yellow  on  scales  become  pale.  Young  individuals  have  small, 
bright,  rosy  spots  on  sides  of  back;  2 faint,  darker,  longitudinal  shades 
along  side.  Length  of  specimen  described  (Key  West)  7^  inches.  West 
Indies ; Key  West  to  Kio  Janeiro,  everywhere  the  commonest  species  of  the 
genus.  This  species  is  excessively  common  at  Key  West,  swarming  every- 
where about  the  island  in  the  eelgrass.  It  rarely  exceeds  a foot  in  length. 
At  Havana  it  is  apparently  equally  common,  the  numbers  seen  in  the  mar- 
ket exceeding  that  of  all  other  species  combined.  It  is  one  of  the  least 
brightly  colored  of  the  species  of  the  genus.  As  a food-fish,  this,  like  the 
others,  is  held  in  low  esteem.  The  flesh,  although  not  unpleasant  in 
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flavor,  is  soft  and  rather  poor.  In  the  Havana  market  it  is  usually  called 
Vieja  colorada,  hut  the  species  of  this  group  are  seldom  distinguished  by 
the  flshermen.  We  have  examined  specimens  from  St.  Thomas,  Jer6mie, 
Hayti,  Port  an  Prince,  Tortugas,  Nassau,  Rio  Janeiro,  Jamaica,  and  St. 
Lucia.  There  is  considerable  variation  in  the  amount  of  redness  in  this 
species,  large  ones  being  usually  more  rosy  than  the  young,  {flavescens, 
yellowish.) 

Vieja,  Parea,  Descr.  Piezas  Dif.  Hist.  Nat.  1787,  59,  pi.  28,  fig.  4,  Cuba. 

Scarxis  flavesceits,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichtli.,  290,  1801;  after  Parra  ; Poey, 
Emimeratio,  113, 1875  (identification  of  Scarus  S(2ualidits  with  Parra’s  figure) ; Jor- 
dan, Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1884, 137. 

Scarus  squalidiis,  Poey,  Memorias,  il,  218,  1860,  Cuba;  Poey,  Synopsis,  338;  Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  938,  1883;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  212, 1862.  • 

Callyodon  jlavescens,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  288, 1839. 

Simrisoma  flavescens,  Jordan  &,  Swain,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 92;  Jordan,  Proc.  IT.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.  1886, 47 ; Bean,  Bull.  H.  S.  Fish  Coinin.  1888,  198;  Jordan,  Eeview  Lahroid 
Fishes,  672, 1890 ; Jordan  & Eutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 119. 

2053.  SPARISOMA  KUBRIPINNE  (Cuvier  A Valenciennes). 

I lead  4 in  total  length  with  caudal ; depth  3^ ; eye  5f  in  head,  2|  in 
snout,  2 in  distance  from  angle  of  mouth;  no  posterior  canine;  lower  jaw 
projecting;  pores  on  head;  suborbital  with  venules;  a fleshy' prominence 
on  forehead;  scales  of  lateral  line  with  3 or  4 ramifications.  Adult  with 
the  caudal  truncate,  not  concave,  the  points  very  slightly  salient.  Oliva- 
ceous; a yellow  transverse  band  below  mouth;  dorsal  olivaceous,  clouded 
with  dark  points  on  the  soft  rays;  anal  rosy,  clouded;  ventral  rosy,  with 
red  and  white  points;  pectoral  yellowish,  with  a diffuse  reddish-brown 
spot  at  its  base  above;  caudal  olivaceous,  with  clear  brown  points; 
a vertical  band  of  clear  yellowish,  separated  from  the  margin  by  an  orange 
area;  another  specimen  has  the  caudal  orange  olive,  with  irregular  bands, 
the  sub  terminal  bar  not  pronounced.  West  Indies.  This  description  is 
based  upon  the  specimen  which  Poey  took  as  the  type  of  his  Scarus  trun- 
catus,  which  we  are  unable  to  separate  from  this  species.  A specimen 
9 inches  long,  from  Jamaica,  in  alcohol,  was  olive,  mottled  with  lighter, 
nearly  white  below;  a rather  distinct  white  band  below  chin;  dorsal 
mottled;  caudal  strongly  marked  with  cross  blotches,  a pair  of  subter- 
minal blotches  of  white  which  nearly  meet  in  the  middle;  other  fins  all 
white,  the  pectoral  dusky  (not  black)  at  base;  no  yellow  blotch  behind 
dorsal.  Margin  of  caudal  concave;  forehead  strongly  convex,  (ruber, 
red ; pimm,  fin.) 

Scarus  nibripinnis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  199, 1839,  San  Domingo 
(Coll.  Eicord) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  211 ; Guichenot,  Scarifies,  13, 1865. 

Scarus  virens,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  203,  1839,  Porto  Rico 
(Coll.  Plee),  Martinique  (Coll.  Acliard). 

Sparisoma  rubripinne,  Jordan  & Eutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 119. 

Scarus  chloris,  Guichenot,*  Scarifies,  14,  1865,  type  of  Scarus  virens not  of  Bloch  & 
Schneider. 


* Guichenot  gives  the  following  account  of  the  types  of  Scarus  virens,  called  hy  him 
Scarus  chloris: 

“Body  short,  thick;  upper  jaw  scarcely  denticulate  on  the  edge;  no  posterior  canines; 
lower  jaw  granulated  and  strongly  crenulate  on  the  edge;  caudal  squarely  truncate. 
Color  water  green,  tinged  with  brown,  ventrals  reddish,  as  is  also  the  anal,  where  there 
are  small  brown  spots  forming  faint  bands.” 
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Scarus  truncatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  339, 1868,  Havana;  Poey,  Enumeratio,  114, 1875;  Poey, 
Fauna,  Puerto  Riquena,  308, 1878. 

Scarus  circumnotatus*  Poey,  ilemorias,  423, 1861,  Havana ; Poey,  Synopsis,  340, 1868. 

.?  Scarus  emarginatum,\  Poey,  Synopsis,  340, 1868,  Havana. 


2054.  SPARISOMA  BRACHIALE  (Poey). 

Head  3,^  (4  tvith  caudal);  depth  2|  (3^).  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
21-24-6.  Body  moderately  deep;  no  canine  teeth;  lateral  line  ending 
under  last  ray  of  soft  dorsal  and  beginning  again  al)out  2 scales  farther 
forward,  so  that  the  two  parts  overlap;  eye  rather  large,  4^  in  head; 
snout  rather  acute,  3;  cheek  with  a single  row  of  about  4 scales;  4 scales 
before  dorsal,  3 before  veutrals  ; each  pore  of  lateral  line  with  4 to  7 
branches  which  cover  most  of  the  scale;  4 scales  on  median  line  l>efore 
dorsal.  Pectorals  reaching  slightly  past  tips  of  ventrals;  caudal  fin  mod- 
erately lunate,  the  middle  part  a little  convex  when  the  fin  is  spread  open, 
the  outer  rays  moderately  produced,  the  upper  lobe  1?  in  head.  Color  in 
spirits,  dark  olive  green  above,  somew'hat  mottled;  paler  below;  a faint 
greenish  streak  running  backward  from  angle  of  mouth;  jaws  pale;  no 
distinct  spots  or  stripes  on  l)ody;  teeth  pale;  dorsal  dusky  gray;  caudal 
mesially  reddish,  somewhat  mottled,  its  posterior  border  bluish;  ventrals 
and  pectorals  pale,  slightly  greenish;  a very  distinct  dark  blotch  at  base 
of  upper  rays  of  pectoral ; the  axil  pale.  Cuba.  Here  described  from  a 
single  specimen  inches  long.  In  spirits  its  colors  are  quite  different 
from  those  of  S.  flavescens,  though  in  other  respects  the  tw'o  bear  much 
resemblance.  (Latin,  hrachium;  Greek,  /ifjaxioov,  the  arm,  from  the 
axillary  spot.) 

Scarus  brachialis,  VOEY, 'iiLemorias,  U,  345,  1861,  Cuba;  Poey",  Sj’nopsis,  337  (iiiiaprinted 
hraquialis) ; PoEY,  Enumeratio,  113. 

1 Scarus  humeralis,'PoEY,  Memories,  ll,  422,1861,  Havana;  based  on  old  drawing;  a black 
axillary  spot,  sown  with  white  points. 

Sparisoma  frondosum,  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  IMus.  1884, 93 ; Jordan,  Proc.  TJ.  S. 

Nat. Mus.  1886, 47  (not  Scarus frondos7ts,  Cuvier). 

Sqiarisoma  brachiale,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  I'ishes,  673,  1890. 


2055.  SPARISOMA  MASCII ALESPILOS  (Blei  ker). 

Outer  rays  of  caudal  produced  to  about  ^ the  length  of  the  head; 
a dark  spot  at  base  of  pectoral.  General  color  dusky  rod;  fins  yellowish 
red ; caudal  violaceous ; scales  of  the  back  and  sides  with  many  red  spots. 


* Scarus  circumnotatus  is  thus  described : 

“Head  more  than  4 in  total ; depth  3J ; eye  5 in  head,  2 in  snout,  more  than  1 in  distance 
to  angle  of  mouth;  venules  below  and  behind  eye;  profile  regular,  without  depression  or 

firominence ; no  pores  above  head ; no  posterior  canines ; scales  of  lateral  line  with  4 
iranches;  caudal  truncate  or  with  slight  points  at  the  angle;  pectoral  short,  6 in  length. 
Greenish  blue ; dorsal  and  anal  green,  with  brown  points  on  the  soft  rays  and  on  the  caudal 
membranes ; anal  reddish  with  brown  shades ; pectorals  and  ventrals  vermilion,  the  latter 
with  translucent  points;  no  black  spot  in  the  axil ; some  yellowish  under  the  head.” 
t Sparisoma  emargmatum  is  thus  described: 

“Very  close  to  S.  circumnotatus,  differing  in  having  the  mouth  lower  and  farther-from 
the  eye,  the  back  higber,  the  belly  less  curved,  the  form  therefore  less  elegant;  preopercle 
slightly  emarginate  behind ; venules  less  marked  ; front  of  head  with  porous  roughnesses ; 
caudal  truncate ; pectoral  5^  in  length;  no  posterior  canines.  Greenish,  with  some  brown- 
ish scales  intermixed,  the  edge  of  each  scale  brownish ; pectoral  pale,  with  cross  series 
of  white  points.  Length  185  mm.”  Cuba.  (Poey). 
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Surinam.  (Bleeker.)  Not  seen  by  us.  It  is  perhaps  distinct  from  aS.  6ra- 
c/jtaZe,  though  evidently  closely  allied.  At;,  armpit;  d7r?Ao5,  spot.) 

Scarus  maschalespilos,  Bleeker,  Notices  Ichthyologiques,  i-x,  5, 1862,  Surinam. 
Sparisoma  viaschalespilos,JonT)A:N,  Beview  Labroid  Fishes.  673, 1890. 


2066.  SPARIS03IA  FROXDOSl  31  (Cuvier). 

Three  large  scales  on  cheek;  dorsal  spines  rather  slender  hut  pungent; 
caudal  emarginate ; tubes  of  each  scale  of  lateral  line  much  ramified  and 
extending  over  the  whole  scale;  teeth  of  moderate  size,  very  distinct  on 
the  edges  of  the  jaws;  no  posterior  canines.*  Coloration  uniform  dark 
purplish  violet.  (Gunther.)  Jamaica  to  Brazil ; evidently  closely  related 
to  S2)arisoma  rubripinne,  but  distinguished  hy  the  branched  pores,  (fron- 
dosiis,  branched.) 

Scartis  frondosiis  (Cuvier  MS.)  Agassiz,  Spix,  Fisc.  Brasil.,  98,  1829,  Bahia  (Coll.  Spix) : 
Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,xiv,  204,1839;  Guichenot,  Scarides,  1865, 
15 ; Jordan,  Proc.  IJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  542  (note  on  type). 

Scarus  aracanga,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  209, 1862,  Jamaica. 

Spansoma  aracanga,  Jordan,  Eeview  Labroid  Fisbe.s,  674, 1890. 


649.  SCARUS,  Forskril. 

(Loros:  Parrot-fishes.) 

Callyodon,  Gronow,  Museum  Icbtbyol.,  ii,  8, 1764  (croicensis) ; nonbinomial. 

Scarus,  Forskal,  Descr.  Animal,  etc.,  in  Orient.  Observ.,  25. 1775  (j^sitlacus,  etc.) ; not  of 
Gronow,  1764,  wbicb  (nonbinomial)  = Lahrus  L. 

Calliodon,  Bloch  A Schneider,  Syst.  Icbtbyol.,  312, 1801  (lineatus—  croicensis) . 
Hemistoma,  Swainson,  Class’n  Fishes,  etc.,  11,  226,  1839  (reticulatus  Swainson  =pcpo  Ben- 
nett) Scarus). 

Petronason,  Savainson,  Class’n  Fishes,  etc.,  11,  226, 1839  {psiitacus,  etc.)  (=  Scarus). 

Ery chilly s,  Savainson,  Class'n  Fishes,  etc.,  ii,  226, 1839  {croicensis,  etc.). 

Chlorurus,  Saa'AINSON,  Class’n  Fishes,  etc.,  li,  227, 1839  (gibbus)  (=  Scarus). 

Callyodon,  Gronoav,  Systema,  Ed.  Gray,  83, 1854  {lineatus,  etc.). 

Scarus,  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  938, 1883  {imitactis). 

Calliodon,  Jordan,  Proc.  P.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  591  {croicensis) . 

LoAA^er  pharyngeals  spoon-shaped,  OA^ate-oblong,  transversely  concave; 
teeth  in  each  Jhaa'  fully  coalescent,  apjiearing  as  tessellations  011  the  sur- 
face; JaAvs  with  distinct  median  suture;  the  edges  of  jaw  eA'eu,  the  teeth 
whitish  or  rosy  in  color,  never  green.  Ujiper  pharyngeals  each  with  2 
rows  of  teeth;  gill  membranes  scarcely  united  to  the  narroAV  isthmus, 
across  Avhich  they  form  a broad  fold;  dorsal  spines  flexible,  scarcely  dif- 
ferent from  the  soft  rays ; upper  lip  laterally  double,  the  interior  fold 
becoming  A'ery  narrow  or  obsolete  mesially;  lower  jaw  included  in  the 
closed  mouth;  lateral  line  interrupted  posteriorly,  commencing  again  on 
the  next  series  of  scales  below;  tubes  of  lateral  line  scarcely  branched; 
scales  on  cheek  in  2 to  4 rows;  scales  in  front  of  dorsal  on  median  line 
6 to  8.  Dorsal  rays  IX,  10;  anal  II,  9 in  all  species;  scales  24-24-6.  Body 

* tVe  are  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  A.  Boulenger  for  the  information  that  in  the  types  of  Sjja- 
risoma  strigatum  and  S.  aracanga  there  are  no  posterior  canines. 
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robust.  Species  very  numerous,  mostly  of  large  size,  found  in  nearly  all 
tropical  seas.  The  name  Scai'us  was  used  by  the  ancients  and  by  some 
pre-Linna^an  writers  on  zoology  for  the  Mediterranean  species  of  Spari- 
soma,  Lahrus  cretensis  Linnmus.  By  Gronow,  a nonbinomial  writer,  in 
1764,  Scarus  was  applied  to  a group  substantially  identical  with  the  Lin- 
na'an  genus  J.ahrus.  The  hrst  use  of  Scarus  as  a generic  name  in  binomial 
nomenclature  is  that  of  Forskal  in  1775.  The  genus  Scarus  of  Forskiil  was 
based  on  several  species  obtained  by  him  ou  the  coasts  of  Arabia.  A few 
of  these  are  not  Scaroids.  The  others  all  belong  to  this  group.  Forskal 
had  apparently  no  acquaintance  with  Lahrus  cretensis,  and  this  species  can 
not  in  any  proper  sense  be  taken  as  the  type  of  his  genus.  One  of  the 
species  mentioned  by  him  should  be  so  taken,  and  as  all  his  si)ecies  belong 
to  the  same  genus  it  makes  no  sj^ecial  difference  which  one  is  selected. 
Jordan  & Gilbert  have  regarded  Scarus  psittacus  Forskal  as  the  type.  If 
Sparisoma  cretense  should  be  taken  as  the  type  of  Scarus,  the  proper  name 
for  the  present  genus  would  be  Calliodou,  and  several  of  the  useless  generic 
names  of  Swainson  have  priority  over  Pseudoscarus.  The  genus  iScarus 
contains  the  majority  of  the  species  of  the  Scaridw.  It  is  more  widely 
distributed  than  the  other  genera;  its  species  reach  for  the  most  part  a 
larger  size,  and  in  general  they  are  more  brightly  colored  than  the  others. 
(dxdpoi,  Scarus,  ancient  name  of  Sparisoma  cretense,  said  by  Rondelet  to 
be  from  dx^ipoov,  to  jiasture.) 

SCAKUS : 

a.  Upper  Jiiw  witli  from  1 to  4 i^osterior  canines. 

b.  Cheek  witli  from  2 or  3 rows  of  scales. 

c.  Head  with  a longitudinal  hand ; a yellow  longitudinal  stripe  on  body ; outer 
rays  of  caudal  not  colored  like  tlie  inner;  caudal  subtruncate. 

d.  Outer  rays  of  caudal  blackish  or  greenish,  darker  than  the  median  rays. 

e.  Yellow  stripe  above  ])(‘ctoral  about  on  a level  with  the  eye;  outer 
rays  of  caudal  deep  greenish  blue;  u])per  Jaw  with  1 poste- 
rior canine  (rarely  diqdicated) ; 2^  rows  of  scales  on  cheek; 
head  with  2 bluish-green  stripes,  the  interspace  reddish  or  yel- 
low ; dorsal  and  anal  each  with  2 green  hands  and  1 orange  one, 
the  anal  having  a roundish  blue  spot  ou  the  membrane  between 
every  2 rays.  General  color  bluish  green  mixed  with  orange. 

PUNCTULATUS,  2057. 

ee.  Yellow  stripe  above  i)ectoral,  mostly  below  the  level  of  the  eye; 
outer  rays  of  vandal  blackish,  the  rest  of  the  caudal  green; 
upper  jaw  wdth  2 posterior  canines ; 2 rows  of  scales  on  cheek ; 
\ip])er  part  of  head  dark  green,  below  eye  bright  yellowish 
green,  with  bluish  markings  on  opercle;  dorsal  bright  green 
at  base;  ventrals  pale;  base  of  pectoral  with  a blue-black 
mark.  General  color  in  life,  bright  green ; darker  on  the  back, 
paler  below.  bollmani,  2058. 

dd.  Outer  rays  of  caudal  orange,  lighter  than  the  median  rays,  its  edge 
blackish;  yellow  stripe  above  pectoral,  below  the  level  of  the 
green  stripes  ou  the  head,  which  are  nearly  horizontal;  upper  jaw 
with  1 posterior  canine  (rarely  duplicated) ; 2^  rows  of  scales  on 
cheek ; head  with  2 bluish-green  stripes,  the  interspaces  reddish 
or  yellow;  dorsal  and  anal  each  with  2 green  bands  and  1 orange 
one,  tbe  latter  without  blue  spots ; basal  band  of  dorsal  not  broken 
into  green  spots.  General  color  bluish  green,  mixed  with  orange. 

TiENIOPTERUS,  2059. 
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cc.  Head  without  longitudinal  hands;  posterior  canines  2 to  4. 

/.  Caudal  truncate ; 2 series  of  scales  on  cheeks,  and  2 scales  on  lower 
preopercular  limb;  canines  2 or  3 on  each  side.  Color  uniform 
violet  purple;  A'ertical  fins  very  dark.  aracanga,  2060. 

ff.  Caudal  fin  lunate,  the  outer  rays  more  or  less  produced ; cheeks  with 
2J  or  3 rows  of  scales ; posterior  canines  3 or  4 ; color  (dried  skin) 
plain  brownish,  the  caudal  in  1 specimen  darker,  or  paler  mesially, 
its  border  and  angles  dark.  trispinosus,  2061. 

bb.  Cheeks  with  4 rows  of  scales;  angles  of  caudal  more  or  less  salient. 

g.  Color  dusky  olivaceous,  some  scales  with  a rosy  blotch  at  base;  dorsal 
edged  with  dusky;  caudal  dark,  pale  at  base,  and  with  pale  shades,  its 
angles  little  produced ; opercle  with  blue  blotches ; canines  3 ; 4 rows 
of  scales  on  cheek;  snout  rather  acute;  7 scales  before  dorsal. 

CUZAMIL.^:,  2062. 

gg.  Color  dark  skj’  blue;  jaws  with  bright  colors;  fins  chiefij- blue,  darker 
on  pectoral  and  front  of  caudal;  middle  of  dorsal  reddish,  with  blue 
spots ; a red  band  near  the  edge  of  the  caudal,  1 on  the  base  of  the 
anal  and  1 near  the  upper  edge  of  the  pectorals;  ventrals  mostlj'  red, 
their  external  border  blue;  caudal  with  very  salient  angles;  upper 
jaw  with  red  and  blue  edgings;  snout  moderate;  2 (rarely  3)  lateral 
canines  in  upper  jaw.  Scales  brown  edged;  eye  with  blue  spots 
above  and  behind;  a green  band  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  bor- 
dered above  and  below  by  red.  Teeth  quite  small.  • vetula,  2063. 
ggg.  Color  brown,  with  2 brown  lateral  bands.  gnathodus,  2064. 

Calliodon  (/caAAi?  beauty ; oSous,  tooth) : 
aa.  Upper  jaw  without  canines;  2^  series  of  scales  on  cheek. 

h.  Third  (partial)  row  of  scales  of  the  cheek  of  3 or  4 scales  *,  those  of  the  upper 
row  little  larger  than  those  of  the  second  row  *. 

i.  Caudal  slightlj’  rounded,  its  outer  rays  not  produced. 

j.  Sides  of  body  with  2 broad  dark  longitudinal  shades;  sides  of  belly 
each  with  3 sharply  defined  lines,  each  on  a row  of  scales,  these 
stripes  running  from  the  breast  to  beyond  front  of  ventrals  (these 
lines  usually  becoming  faint  or  even  obsolete  in  old  individuals). 

k.  Stripes  on  side  of  breast,  if  present,  whiti.sh.  Color  dark  reddish 
brown  above,  paler  below : back  dark ; sides  Avith  2 dark  par- 
allel stripes  of  the  color  of  the  back,  separated  by  paler  inter- 
spaces, the  upper  one  extending  backward  from  eye;  snout 
aboA’e  bluish  brown ; a narroAA'  Avhitish  streak  running  from 
head  along  the  middle  line  of  belly ; a faint  dark  spot  on  base 
of  pectoral ; caudal  pale  orange  red,  the  outer  rays  someAvhat 
barred  Avith  brown ; dorsal  orange,  edged  with  bluish ; other 
fins  nearly  plain.  croicexsis,  2065. 

kk.  Stripes  on  side  of  breast,  if  present,  inky  blue.  Color  bright 
green,  oliA  aceous  aboA  e,  paler  below,  the  lower  half  of  the 
body  becoming  posteriorly  more  and  more  yellow,  and  on  the 
lower  half  of  the.  caudal  peduncle  bright  light  yellow,  this 
color  being  brightest  aboAm  front  of  anal ; longitudinal  shades 
on  sides  of  bodj*  bright  crimson,  separated  on  the  head  by  a 
band  of  green;  no  s])ot  on  base  of  pectoral;  caudal  fin  green, 
its  loAver  half  yellow ; dorsal,  anal,  and  pectorals  green,  at 
least  at  base ; A entrals  yellow.  ea’eraianni,  2066. 

jj.  Sides  of  body  without  distinct,  broad,  darker  stripes.  Color  brown; 
no  bands  or  lines  upon  body  or  head ; dorsal  spotted  with  violet 
and  edged  aboAm  and  beloAV  with  yellow,  like  the  caudal;  caudal 
Avithout  spots;  yellow  line  near  the  edge,  and  another  along  the 
base  of  the  dorsal.  flavomargixatus,  2067. 


* These  two  characters  not  verified  in  Scarus  jlavomarginatus  nor  in  S.  acutus. 
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a.  Caudal  truncate,  its  points  slightly  salient;  sides  with  a broad  whitish 
band.  acutus,  2068. 

hh.  Third  (partial)  row  of  scales  on  the  cheek  of  1 or  2 scales  only;  scales  of  the 
upper  row  much  larger  than  those  of  the  second  row ; caudal  subtruncate, 
its  outer  rays  more  or  less  produced,  becoming  much  elongate  with  age; 
adult  with  a fleshy  hump  above  the  snout. 

Z.  Color  bright  blue,  the  young  more  or  less  shaded  with  reddish  brown ; 

fins  mostly  blue.  Size  largo.  c.eruleus,  2069. 

ll.  Color  dusky  olive;  a pale-yellowish  streak  from  upper  part  of  eye  to 
upper  base  of  caudal.  emblematicus,  2070. 


Subgenus  SCARUS. 

2057.  SCARUS  PUXCTULATUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Head  34  (3f  with  caudal);  depth  3i  (3f ) ; eye  small,  in  head;  snout 
rather  acute,  2f  in  head.  D.IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales  2^24-6.  Bodyohlong- 
elliptical;  a canine  directed  outward  above  angle  of  mouth  on  each  side; 
a second  small  canine  present  on  each  side  in  the  specimen  described; 
upper  lip  covering  about  4 of  tli©  surface  of  the  upper  jaw;  cheek  with 
2 rows  of  scales,  those  of  the  upper  row  being  about  ^ larger  than  those 
of  the  second  row,  2 scales  below  the  lower  series;  7 scales  before  dor- 
sal; origin  of  ventral  tins  directly  under  pectoral,  tips  of  fins  not  reach- 
ing (piite  halfway  from  their  base  to  front  of  anal;  pectoral  reaching 
about  midway  between  tips  of  ventrals  and  front  of  anal;  caudal  fin 
truncate  or  slightly  rounded  when  spread  open,  the  angles  not  produced; 
the  outer  rays  If  in  head  (in  specimen  of  6 inches).  In  life,  orange 
brown;  the  centers  of  most  of  the  scales  bright  bluish  green,  these 
blotches  large,  so  that  the  green  predominates  over  the  orange  on  most  of 
the  body;  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  back  and  on  the  top  of  head  there  is 
little  green,  this  region  being  more  brown;  a light-yellow  longitudinal 
band,  higher  up  than  the  similar  band  in  S>.  ta’niopteriis,  and  above  the 
level  of  the  green  stripes  on  head,  running  backAvard  from  upper  part  of 
gill  opening  nearly  to  the  end  of  pectoral;  below  this  is  a dark-grayish 
band,  about  as  broad  as  eye,  extending  abont  to  end  of  pectorals;  this  is 
bordered  above  and  beloAv  by  bright  green ; these  green  stripes  become 
very  distinct  on  the  head,  where  they  eSctend  forward  on  snout,  1 above 
and  1 below  the  eye,  the  lower  meeting  its  fellow  on  the  upper  lip,  the 
upper  on  the  forehead;  interspace  between  these  bands  dark  gray;  jaws 
Avhitish;  a grass-green  band  around  lower  jaw;  lower  half  of  head  light 
yellowish  green  ; belly  pale  greenish ; dorsal  and  anal  bright  green  at  base 
and  tip,  mesially  orange,  the  orange  with  a median  more  or  less  interrupted 
band  of  blue,  the  corresponding  band  on  anal  forming  a row  of  spots ; caudal 
bright  greenish  blue,  the  outer  rays  entirely  blue,  the  inner  with  their 
membranes  orange;  pectoral  pale  yellow,  the  axil  not  dusky.  West 
Indies ; rather  common ; one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the  group.  It  may  be 
known  by  the  coloration  of  the  anal  fin,  which  has  suggested  the  name 
punctulatus.  Here  described  from  a specimen  6 inches  in  length,  from 
Havana.  Another  from  Porto  Rico  is  in  the  museum  at  Cambridge. 
{pimctnlatus,  dotted.) 
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,Scarus  punctulatiia,  Cuvier  & Talenciennes,  Hist.Xat.  Poiss.,  xrv,  195, 1839,  Martinique; 
Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Mus.  1884,  89;  Jordan,  Peview  Labroid  Pishes,  682, 
1890 ; Jordan  & Putter,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 121. 

Pseudoscarus  punctulatuy,  Guichenot,  Scarides,  Mus.  Paris,  26,  1865. 

Scams  diadema,  Cuvier  Sc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  196,  1839,  Martinique; 
Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1871,  461. 

Psexidoscarus  diadema,  Poey,  Synopsis,  347;  Poey,  Ennmeratio,  116;  Guichenot,  Sea- 
rides,  28,  1865  (note  on  types). 

Psendoscarus  tceniopterus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  226,  1862,  Trinidad;  excellent  description; 
not  of  Desmaeest. 

Sca)‘us  tceniopterus,  Jordan,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Xat.  ^Mns.  1886,  47. 


2058.  SCARPS  BOLLMAM,  Jordan  A Evermann. 

Head  3^,  in  length  (3f  in  total) ; depth  3^.  Two  small  hlunt  posterior 
canines  in  upper  jaw,  near  angle  of  mouth;  caudal  short,  almost  truncate, 
the  middle  rays  a little  shorter  than  the  outer  ones;  2 rows  of  scales 
on  cheek.  In  life,  bright  green,  darker  on  the  back,  paler  below ; a broad 
lateral  band  mostly  below  level  of  eye  and  twice  width  of  eye,  of  a brilliant 
orange-yellow  color  extending  from  gill  opening  to  opposite  vent,  where 
it  ceases  almost  abruptly;  upper  part  of  this  band  a yellow  streak  more 
than  ^ as  wide  as  eye,  and  nearly  on  level  of  pupil,  persistent  and  bright 
yellow  in  alcohol,  while  the  orange  fades  to  pale;  behind  the  vent,  the 
side  is  a little  brassy  or  yellowish,  this  shade  scarcely  contrasting  with 
the  green  ground  color;  there  is  also  in  life  an  ill-defined  band  of  blood 
red  nearly  a scale  wide  above  and  below  the  ground  color ; base  of  pectoral 
with  a bine-black  mark,  upper  part  of  head  dark  green,  below  eye,  bright 
yellowish  green,  with  some  bluish  markings  on  opercle;  caudal  fin  green, 
its  outer  rays  blackish;  other  fins  injured  in  both  the  typical  examples, 
the  dorsal  bright  green  at  base,  ventrals  pale ; teeth  pale.  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  deep  water.  Two  specimens  were  obtained  from  stomachs  of  Red 
Groupers  {Ep'iueplielus  morio),  the  first  one  by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Bollman,  oft' 
Tampa  Bay.  The  second  was  sent  later  by  Mr.  Stearns.  The  latter,  5 
inches  long,  is  especially  the  type  of  the  foregoing  description.  (Named 
for  Charles  Harvey  Bollman.) 

Scarus  holhnayii,  Jordan  A Evermann,^ Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mns.  1886,  470,  off  Tampa  Bay 
(Type,  Xo.  37993.  Coll.  Silas  Stearns) ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  683, 1890 


2052.  St  ARUS  T.EMOPTERUS,  Desmarest. 

Head  3 (3f  with  caudal);  depth  2j  (3^).  H.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
2^24-6.  Body  oblong-elliptical.  A canine  directed  backward  and  out- 
ward above  the  angle  of  the  mouth ; upper  lip  covering  more  than  4 of 
surface  of  upper  jaw;  eye  small,  6 in  head;  snout  rather  acute,  2%  in 
head;  cheek  Avith  2 nearly  equal  rows  of  about  6 scales  each,  1 or  2 large 
scales  beloAV  the  lower  series;  8 scales  on  median  line  of  back  before  dor- 
sal; pectoral  reaching  just  past  tips  of  A^entrals;  origin  of  ventral  spine 
under  posterior  end  of  pectoral  base ; tips  of  ventrals  scarcely  reaching  to 
midway  between  their  base  and  front  of  anal;  caudal  fin  when  spread 
out  A’ery  slightly  rounded,  the  outer  rays  very  slightly  produced.  If-  in 
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head,  in  specimens  of  9 inches.  Color  in  life,  dark  orange  hrown  above ; 
the  center  of  each  scale  greenish  blue;  rather  abruptly  paler  below, 
where  the  blue  predominates  as  it  does  also  on  caudal  peduncle;  sides  of 
head  with  2 horizontal  stripes  of  deep  bluish  green,  running  from  angle 
of  opercle  through  eye  and  meeting  around  snout,  the  interspace  ante- 
riorly yellowish,  posteriorly  brownish;  head  light  greenish  below;  jaws 
pale;  2 green  stripes,  with  a yellowish  interspace  on  lower  jaw;  a 
broad,  bright-yellow  band  below  level  of  green  stripes  of  head,  running 
from  base  of  pectorals  backward  nearly  to  middle  of  body;  dorsal  hii 
greenish  blue  on  lower  half;  above  this  a broad  orange  band,  the  fin  mar- 
gined with  sky  blue;  caudal  indigo  bluish,  with  some  vague  yellow 
shades,  the  outer  rays  bright  orange,  edged  with  indigo  bluish ; anal  green- 
ish, blue  at  base,  then  a rather  narrow  stripe  of  orange,  the  outer  half  of 
the  fin  bluish  ; ventrals  greenish  and  yellowish;  pectoral  light  yellow,  no 
dark  blotch  at  its  base.  In  spirits  the  orange  fades  to  yellowish  and  the 
blue  to  bright  green.  The  yellow  lateral  band  is,  in  spirits,  dashed  with 
red.  West  Indies;  generally  common.  Hero  described  from  specimens 
inches  long  from  Havana,  the  types  of  Scams  virginalis.  Others  examined 
are  from  Porto  Pico  and  St.  Thomas.  The  name  psittaens  has  been  used 
by  recent  writers  for  this  species.  The  original  type  of  Coryplucna psitta- 
CKS,  sent  by  Dr.  Garden  from  Charleston,  is  still  preserved  by  the  lunna'an 
Society  of  London.  It  has  been  examined  by  Dr.  Bean,  who  has  found  it 
to  be  a Xyrichthjjs.  (raivia,  ribbon;  Ttrspov,  fin.) 

Scams  tceniopteras*  Desmarest,  Diet.  Classique,  xv,  244,  pi.  12,  1831,  Cuba;  Cuvier  &. 
Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  195  (same  type) ; Jordan,  I’roc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. 
188G,  543  (note  on  original  type) ; Jordan,  Ib'view  Labroid  Fishes,  683, 1890. 

Scarus  vetula,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  193, 1839,  St.  Thomas;  not 
of  Bloch  & Schneider;  based  on  a figure  of  Parra. 

Pseudoscarus  psittacits,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  225, 1862  (after  Coryjdicena  psittaens,  L., -whicli 
is  a species  of  Xyrxehthys;  not  Scarus  pxsittacus,  ForskAl,  an  Asiatic  species); 
Gdichenot,  Scaridf‘s,  Mus.  Paris,  25, 1865 ; Poey,  Synopsis,  347 ; Poey,  Enumeratio,  116. 
Scarus  virginalis,  Jordan  <fc  Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  88,  Havana  (Coll.  Jordan) ; 

Jordan,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886, 47. 

Pseudoscarxis  toiniopterus,  Guichenot,  Si'aridCs,  IVIus.  Paris,  26, 1865. 

Scarus  psittacus,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  I’hilos.  Soc.  1871, 461. 


2060.  SC.VItrS  AUA('A\G.V  (Giinther). 


Two  series  of  sciih's  on  cheek,  and  2 scales  on  lower  preopercular 
limb;  canines  2 or  3 on  each  side,  the  middle  series  composed  of  6 
scales;  lips  broad;  jaws  rosy,  the  upper  with  2 or  3 small  pointed  promi- 
nences at  the  angle;  teeth  small;  dorsal  spines  Ilexible;  caudal  trun- 
cated; 14  pectoral  rays;  tubes  of  the  lateral  line  simple;  lateral  line 


* We  liave  the  following  notes  on  the  type  of  Scarus  tceniopterus  Desmarest  : 

“ Speeimen  0.27  ni.  long  in  very  bad  condition ; the  color  entirely  faded.  Cuba.  (Des- 
marest. ) The  dorsal  shows  faintly  2 colors,  with  a spot  at  the  base  of  each  membrane.” 

Another  specimen  from  the  museum  at  Geneva,  0.30  m.  long,  is  in  better  condition. 
The  colors  on  the  dorsal  show  more  plainly,  and  there  are  2 dusky  bands  on  the  anal. 
The  outer  ray  of  caudal  above  and  below  is  ]>aler  than  the  others. 

This  is  identical  with  the  other  specimen,  and  both  seem  to  belong  to  the  species  called 
Scarus  virginalis,  by  Jordan  A Swain  (Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  88). 
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interrupted.  Color  uniform  violet  purple ; vertical  fins  very  dark.  Ja- 
maica (Giintfier);  unknown  to  us.  According  to  Dr.  Giinther  “it  has 
exactly  the  same  coloration  (as  Sjiay'isoma  froudosum),  with  which  it  may 
be  easily  confounded.’*  (Portuguese  name  for  some  parrot.) 

Psetidosearuf!  aracanga,  Gukther,  Cat.,  iv,  227, 1862,  Jamaica. 

Scarm  araeanga,  Jobdax,  Eeview  Labroid  Fishes,  683, 1890. 


2061.  SCARFS  TRISPIXOSFS.  Cuvier  A:  Valenciennes. 

The  type,  a dried  skin,  is  thus  described  by  Guicheuot : 

Form  of  Pseudoscarm  gua^amaia : Jaws  finely  crennlate  on  the  edge,  their  surface 
smooth,  except  on  lower  jaw;  teeth  pale;  3 posterior  canines  above;  scales  of  cheek  in 
3 rows;  caudal  somewhat  rounded,  its  angles  prolonged  in  sharp  points.  Color  uniform 
reddish  brown,  the  caudal  medially  paler,  its  posterior  margin  and  points  blackish.  A 
very  large  skin  sent  by  the  Museum  of  Lisbon,  supposed  to  come  from  Brazil. 

The  specimen  called  Scants  quadrisjyinosus  is  not  evidently  difiFerent. 
This  is  a dried  skin  400  mm.  long  and  is  thus  described  by  Guichenot : 

Form  of  Scarus  t^eniopterus : Jaws  trenchant,  finely  crennlate  on  the  edge,  their  surface 
smooth : 4 canines  on  each  side  above ; 3 rows  of  scales  on  the  cheek  and  4 or  5 on  opercle ; 
caudal  squarely  truncate,  its  lobes  obtuse  and  very  short.  Color  olive  brown,  jjaler  on 
sides  and  belly,  with  no  trace  of  bands  nor  lines  on  head  nor  fins;  fins  yellowish,  except 
the  caudal,  which  is  dusky. 

We  have  the  following  notes  on  the  same  specimen : 

Color  entirely  faded,  i>ossibly  blue  in  life ; 4 distinct  posterior  canines  on  right  side  of 
upper  jaw  (the  left  side  broken) ; snout  rather  long;  caudal  simply  lunate ; cheek  scales  in 
2J  rows;  7 scales  before  dorsal:  axil  pale;  fins  apparently  pale  and  plain. 

West  Indies  to  Brazil,  (inspiuosus,  three-spined.) 

Scarus  trispinosus,  CtwiEB  A Valexceexxes.  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  182, 1839.  Brazil;  Jor- 
UAX,  Review  Labroid  Fishes.  684, 1890. 

Scarus  quadrispinottis,  CrviEB  A Talen'CTEXXES,  Hi-st.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  197,  1839,  Mar- 
tinique; Gochexot,  Scarifies,  27, 1865  (note  on  type);  Jordax,  Proc.  F.  S.  Xat.  Mus. 
1886, 542  (note  on  type). 

Pseudoscarus  quadrispinosus,  Goode.  Bull.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.,  v,  34, 1876. 

? Pseudoscarus  chloris*  Guxtheb.  Cat.,  iv.  227, 1862 ; not  Scarus  chloris,  Bloch  A Schxeideb. 
Pseudoscarus  trispinosus,  Guichexot,  Scarides.  23, 1865  (note  on  type). 

2062.  SCARFS  CFZAMILF,  Bean. 

Depth  34-  D.  IX.  10;  A.  Ill,  9;  eye  74  in  head;  scales  2-25-7.  The 
body  is  somewhat  fusiform  in  shape.  The  jaws  are  whitish  at  the  margin 
and  olivaceous  over  the  rest  of  their  surface ; 3 canines,  directed  outward.^ 
and  slightly  backward  on  lower  posterior  edge  of  the  upper  jaw;  upper 
lip  covering  rather  less  than  4 of  the  surface  of  the  upper  jaw  ; snout 
attenuated ; a considerable  depression  above  the  nostrils ; distance  from  tip 
of  upper  jaw  to  the  iris,  measured  obliquely,  equals  4 dorsal  base  and 

* The  sp^imens  from  Jamaica,  wrongly  called  Pseudoscarus  chloris  by  Dr.  Gunther,  are 
thus  described : “ Two  series  of  scales  on  cheek  and  2 scales  on  the  lower  limb  of  the  pre- 
operculum;  the  second  series  is  composed  of  4 scales;  caudal  rounded,  with  the  lobes 
produced;  15  pectoral  rays;  teeth  very  small.  Xearly  uniform  green;  vertical  fins  edged 
with  dark  green;  nape  or  oi)ercles  sometimes  reddish.'* 
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nearly  ^ the  head;  eye  situated  rather  less  than  1 of  its  diameters  from 
the  upper  profile  of  the  head  and  nearly  3 of  its  diameters  from  the  lower 
profile;  4 rows  of  scales  on  the  cheek,  besides  a row  of  scales  upon  the 
suboperculum  and  interoperculum;  lower  series  on  cheek  containing  5 
scales  and  the  other  series  from  6 to  7 ; 7 series  of  scales  on  the  median 
line  of  the  back  before  the  dorsal.  Height  of  body  not  equal  to  length 
of  head.  Least  height  of  tail  equals  leugth  of  postorbital  part  of  head 
and  not  ([uite  4 the  greatest  height  of  body;  origin  of  dorsal  about  over 
that  of  the  pectoral;  base  of  dorsal  exactly  twice  as  long  as  that  of  anal; 
dorsal  spines  about  equal  in  size,  the  fourth  spine  equals  | the  greatest 
height  of  body,  and  is  contained  3 times  in  the  distance  from  the  tip  of 
the  upper  lip  to  the  origin  of  the  dorsal;  length  of  pectoral  about  4 of 
total  length  to  end  of  the  middle  caudal  rays ; ventral  a little  more  than 
^ as  long  as  head.  Lateral  line  interrupted  under  end  of  soft  dorsal,  18 
scales  l)eiug  pierced  before  the  interruption.  Colors  of  the  alcohol  speci- 
men: Spinous  dorsal  with  a narrow,  dark  margin;  soft  dorsal  with  a 
broad,  dusky  margin,  the  rest  of  the  fin  lighter;  anal  light  at  base,  a faint, 
dusky  band  covering  about  the  outer  f of  the  fin ; pectoral  and  ventral 
pale;  caudal  light  at  base,  and  with  several  broad,  light  areas  extending 
out  on  the  rays;  the  major  portion  of  the  fin,  however,  is  very  dark;  gen- 
eral color  dusky  olivaceous,  many  of  the  scales  having  a rosy  blotch  at 
the  base ; operculum  with  a few  irregular  blotches  of  blue ; iris  yellowish. 
Length  330  mm.  Cozumel  Island,  Yucatan.  (Lean.)  (‘‘In  allusion  of 
the  ancient  name  of  the  island”  of  Cozumel.) 

Scarus  cuzamilce,  Bean,  Bull.  TT.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1888,  196,  Cozumel  (Tj-pe,  No.  37128.  Coll. 

Bean);  Jordan,  Ileview  Labroid  Fislie.s,  684,  1890. 


2063.  SCARFS  VKTCLA  (Blocli  & Schneider). 

(Mudfish;  Yieja;  Old  Wife.) 

Cheek  with  4 rows  of  scales  ; angles  of  caudal  more  or  less  salient ; teeth 
quite  small;  snout  moderate;  2 (rarely  3)  lateral  canines  in  upper  jaw. 
General  color  dark  sky  blue ; scales  brown-edged ; eye  with  blue  spots  above 
and  behind;  a green  band  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  bordered  above 
and  below  by  red;  no  pale  lateral  band;  fins  chiefly  blue,  darker  on  pec- 
toral and  front  of  caudal;  middle  of  dorsal  reddish,  with  blue  spots;  a red 
band  near  the  edge  of  the  caudal,  1 on  the  base  of  the  anal,  and  1 near 
the  upper  edge  of  the  iiectoral ; ventrals  mostly  red,  their  external  border 
blue;  upper  jaw  with  red  and  blue  edgings.  West  Indies;  generally  com- 
mon. One  of  the  most  gorgeous  of  the  parrot-fishes,  reaching  a length  of 
nearly  2 feet.  The  specimens  here  described  were  sent  by  Professor  Poey 
to  the  museum  at  Cambridge,  (vetiila,  old  woman,  given  in  allusion  to  the 
Spanish  name  Fieja;  English  name,  Old  Wife.) 

Vieja,  Parra,  Dif.  Piezas,  etc.,  58,  pi.  28,  f.  1, 1787,  Havana. 

Scarus  vetula,  Bloch  & Schneider,  S3'st.  Icbthyol.,  289,  1801,  Cuba,  after  Parra  ; Cuvier 
& Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  193, 1839;  Guichenot,  Scarides,  25,  1865  (note 
on  type);  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 90;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid 
Fishes,  684,  1890. 
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Icarus  siiperbus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  218, 1860,  Cuba. 

Fseudoscarus  sitperbiis,  Gunther.  Cat.,  iv,  218,  1862;  Poey,  Synopsis,  346,  1868;  Poey, 
Enumeratio,  IIG,  1875. 

Fseudoscarus  vetula,  Goode,  Bull.  G.  S.  Xat.  Mus.,  v,  32, 1876. 

2064.  SCARES  OXATHODES,  Poey. 

Brown,  with  a clear  brown  baud  along  middle  of  trunk  and  another 
along  lower  part  of  belly;  posterior  canines  strong;  edge  of  jaw  strongly 
emarginate;  posterior  border  of  caudal  llexnous.  Cuba  (Poey);  not  seen 
by  us.  This  species  may  be,  as  Poey  suspects,  simply  the  normal  form  of 
Scarus  aciitiis,  the  type  of  the  latter  having  no  canines.  The  coloration  of 
the  two  is  the  same,  {yratjoc,  jaw;  odot'c,  tooth.) 

Scarus  gnathodus,  Poey,  Repertorio,  li,  240, 1867,  Havana. 

Fseudoscarus  gnathodus,  Poey,  Synopsis.  350, 1868;  PoEV,  Eniuueratio,  119, 1875. 


Subgenus  CALLIODON  (Gronow)  Schneider. 
2065.  SCARES  CROICEXSIS  (Bloch). 


(Buelox.) 

Head  3 (3f  with  caudal)  ; depth  3 (3f).  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  eye  small, 
5^  ill  head;  snout  not  obtuse,  2f ; scales  2A-24-6.  Body  comparatively 
elongate.  Xo  posterior  canine  teeth ; lip  covering  most  of  surface  of  upper 
jaw;  cheek  with  3 rows  of  scales,  the  lower  with  3 or  4 scales,  those  of 
the  upper  row  scarcely  larger  than  those  of  the  second  row;  7 scales  on 
median  line  before  dorsal  ; pectoral  reaching  just  past  tips  of  veiitrals; 
origin  of  ventral  spine  slightly  behind  base  of  pectorals  ; tips  of  veiitrals 
reaching  slightly  more  than  midway  between  base  of  fin  and  front  of 
anal ; caudal  slightly  and  evenly  rounded,  its  outer  rays  14  in  head,  not  at 
all  produced  in  specimens  examined.  Color  in  life,  of  young  of  2 to  4 
inches,  dark  olive,  little  mottled,  rosy^below,  on  bases  of  scales  and  lower 
part  of  head;  2 dark,  lateral,  parallel  stripes,  the  upper  passing  through 
eye  and  about  equaling  it  in  width,  being  twice  as  wide  as  lower  stripe 
which  meets  base  of  pectoral;  jaws  reddish  ; teeth  light  reddi.sh ; dorsal 
orange  yellow,  its  edge  pale  bluish;  caudal  and  anal  similar,  the  former 
mottled;  veiitrals  red  orange;  pectorals  plain,  the  base  yellowish  without 
dark  blotch.  In  spirits  the  rosy  color  becomes  grayish  and  all  the  fins 
pale.  Older  exam^iles,  7 to  9 inches  in  length,  are  dark  reddish  brown 
above,  paler  below  ; back  dark,  sides  with  2 dark  parallel  stripes  of  the 
color  of  the  back,  separated  by  pale  interspaces,  the  upper  one  backward 
from  eye;  snout  above  bluish  brown,  a narrow  whiti.sh  streak  running 
from  head  along  the  middle  line  of  belly ; 3 similar  streaks  on  each  side 
of  breast,  there  being  1 on  each  row  of  scales;  teeth  dark  red;  a dusky 
blotch  at  base  of  pectoral;  caudal  pale,  orange  red,  dusky  at  tip  and 
sides,  the  outer  rays  l)eing  somewhat  barred  with  brown;  anal  light 
bluish,  dusky,  paler  in  front  and  on  edge;  ventrals  and  pectorals  pale; 
dorsal  orange,  edged  with  bluish.  Here  described  from  a specimen  from 
Havana,  7 inches  in  length.  West  Indies,  north  to  Key  West  ; generally 
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coinmon;  1 of  the  smaller  species;  taken  by  Dr.  Jordan  at  Havana  and 
Key  West.  Specimens  from  Bermuda,  Tortugas,  St.  Thomas,  and  St. 
Croix  examined  by  us.  Poey  recognizes  Pseudoscarns  lineolatus,  with  the 
3 streaks  along  the  side  of  the  breast,  as  a species  distinct  from  P.  sanctw- 
crticis  {croicensis),  in  which  these  markings  are  obsolete.  These  stripes 
are  present  in  all  our  specimens  from  Cuba  and  Florida,  but  in  a larger 
example  from  St.  Lucia  they  are  very  faint  or  obsolete.  Their  absence  is 
prol)ably  a matter  of  age,  not  of  specific  difference,  (croicensis,  living  in 
St.  Croix,  where  the  species  was  discovered.) 

Callyodon,  Gronow,  :Mu.seum  Iclitliyol.,  ii,  8,  1763 ; Gronow,  Zoophylaceum,  244,  t.  7,  f.  4 
[sine  patria) . 

Scams  croicensis,  Bloch,  Ichtbyol.,  pi.  221, 1790,  St.  Croix;  probably  more  than  1 species 
incliidefl;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synop.sis,  938,  1883;  Jordan  Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat. 
Mus.  1884, 87 ; JORDAN,  1.  c.,  137 ; Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mns.  1886,  47 ; Bean,  Bull.  F. 
S.  Fisb  Comm.  1888, 198;  Jordan,  Keview  Labroid  Fishes,  685, 1890. 

Erychthys  croicensis,  SwAiNSON,  Xat.  Hist.  Cla.ss’n  Fishes,  ii,  226, 1839  (name  only). 

Scarus  insulce-sanctce-cmcis,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichtbyol.,  285, 1801  (after  Bloch), 
St.  Croix. 

Calliodon  lineattis,  Bloch  <fe  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichtbyol.,  312,  pi.  62,  f.  2, 1801  (after  Gronow)  ; 

Gronow,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  Gray,  84, 1854  [sine  2)atria). 

Scarus  alternans,  Ccvuer  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv’,  200, 1839,  Martinique. 
Pseudoscarns  lineolatus,  Poey,  liepertorio,  ii,  239, 1868,  Cuba  ; Poey,  Enumeratio,  119, 1875. 
Pseudoscarns  sanetce-crucis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iv,  226, 1862;  Guk'HENOT,  Scarides,  Mus.  Pari.s, 
29, 1865 ; Poey,  Synopsis,  350, 1868 ; Poey,  Enumeratio,  119, 1875. 

Scarus  sanctce-cruds.  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1870, 461. 

20(J6.  SCARUS  EVER.IIANM,  Jordan. 

Head  (3|  in  total);  depth  2f.  Teeth  pale;  no  canines;  caudal  fin 
(mutilated)  apparently  subtruncate  in  life;  scales  on  cheek  in  2 rows.  In 
life,  bright  green,  olivaceous  above,  paler  below;  the  lower  half  of  the 
body  becoming  posteriorly  more  and  more  yellow,  and  on  the  lower  half 
of  the  caudal  peduncle  bright  light  yellow ; this  color  lirightest  above 
front  of  anal;  a longitudinal  band  of  bright  crimson  (fading  to  whitish  in 
spirits)  on  body  on  level  of  eye,  but  narrower  than  eye  and  growing 
fainter  behind ; some  crimson  marks  on  the  scales  above  this  band  forming 
a faint  interrupted  band  below  lateral  line;  both  these  bands  continued 
on  head  to  eye  with  a band  of  green  (brown  in  spirits)  between  them; 
sides  of  belly  each  with  3 sharply  defined  lines  of  indigo  black,  like  ink 
marks,  each  on  a row  of  scales,  these  stripes  running  from  the  breast  to 
beyond  front  of  anal;  no  spot  on  base  of  pectoral;  bright  green  on  toj)  of 
head  above  eyes,  reddish  below;  caudal  fin  green,  its  lower  half  yellow; 
dorsal,  anal,  and  pectorals  (mutilated  in  the  type),  apparently  all  green, 
at  least  at  base;  ventrals  yellow.  In  spirits,  fading  to  brown,  with  1 
distinct  pale  lateral  stripe  on  level  of  lower  part  of  eye,  and  a fainter  one 
above  it.  Blue-black  streaks  on  sides  of  belly  not  fading  in  alcohol;  a 
small  dark  spot  on  upper  edge  of  caudal  peduncle  near  base  of  caudal. 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  deep  water,  with  Scarus  holhnaui.  The  type,  3 inches, 
was  obtained  from  the  stomach  of  a red  grouper,  off  Tampa  Bay,  by 
Charles  H.  Bollman.  Very  close  to  Scarus  croicensis,  and  similar  to  it  in 
pattern  of  coloration,  except  that  the  sharply  defined  streaks  on  the  sides 
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of  the  breast  are  in  8.  evermanni  inky  blue,  in  8.  croicensis  wbitisb. 
(Named  for  Barton  Warren  EA^ermann.) 

Scams  evermanni,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  469,  off  Tampa  Bay  (Type,  No. 
37990.  Coll.  C.  H.  Bollman);  Jordan,  Eeview  Labroid  Fishes,  685,  1890. 

20(57.  SCARUS  FLATOMARGIXATUS,  Curler  <fc  Valenciennes. 

Jaws  trenchant,  their  creunlations  little  marked;  no  canines;  3 series  of 
scales  on  the  cheek ; caudal  squarely  truiicate,  i ts  outer  rays  not  produced ; 
body  deeper  than  in  8.  croicensis,  the  snout  more  blunt.  Color  yellowish 
brown;  no  hands  or  lines  upon  body  or  head;  dorsal  spotted  with  violet; 
a yellow  line  near  the  edge,  and  another  along  the  base  of  the  dorsal; 
caudal  unspotted.  (Guichenot.)  Martinique.  Known  only  from  the  scanty 
descriptions  of  Yaleucieiiues  and  Guichenot,  taken  from  one  young  speci- 
men. (flams,  yelloAv;  marginatus,  margined.) 

Seams  flavomarginatus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  202,  1839, 
Martinique  (Coll.  Plee) ; Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  686,  1890. 

Pseudoscams  flavomarginahis,  Guichenot,  Scarid6s,  30,  1865  (note  on  tj’pe). 


2068.  SCARUS  ACUTUS,  Poey. 

(Loro.) 

Head  rather  slender;  depth  3^  in  length,  equal  to  length  of  head;  eye 
7 ill  head  in  middle  of  its  length;  caudal  suhtruncate  with  salient  angles; 
snout  rather  pointed ; nostrils  close  together;  no  posterior  canines;  cheek 
with  4 rows  of  scales.  Teeth  whitish ; general  color  A iolaceous ; sides  with 
a broad  Avhitish  hand;  fins  plain  reddish,  the  upper  A'iolaceous ; upper  lip 
deep  blue,  lower  carmine;  head  olivaceous  above,  rosy  below.  Cuba 
(Poey);  not  seen  by  us.  Perhaps  identical  with  8carus  gnathodus,  which 
seems  to  dift’er  only  in  the  presence  of  posterior  canines;  their  absence  in 
the  types  of  acutus  may  be  due  to  individual  variations,  (acutus,  sharp- 
pointed.) 

Scams  acutus,  Poey,  Moinorias,  ii,  216,  1861,  Havana;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes, 

684,  1890. 

Pseudoscams  acutus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  350,  1868;  Poey,  Enuiueratio,  118,  1875. 

2069.  SCARUS  C.ERULEUS  (Bloch). 

(Blue  Parrot-fish  ; Loro;  Clamagore.) 

Head  3^  (3|  with  caudal) ; depth  3i  (3fy.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales  2^- 
24-6;  eye  small,  5f  in  head;  snout  rather  acute,  24  in  head.  Body  rather 
elongate,  the  form  subelliptical  in  the  young,  becoming  deep  with  age,  a 
great  fleshy  hump  on  the  forehead  in  old  indiAuduals.  Jaws  small,  with 
smooth  edges,  whitish  in  the  adult,  rosy  in  the  young;  no  posterior  canine 
teeth;  upper  lip  covering  about  i of  upper  jaw;  cheek  with  2 rows  of 
scales,  the  scales  of  the  upper  row  nearly  twice  as  broad  as  those  of  the  lower ; 
below  the  lower  part  is  a partial  roAv  of  2 scales;  6 scales  on  median  line 
of  hack  before  dorsal.  Pectoral  not  reaching  past  tips  of  ventrals;  origin 
of  ventral  spine  under  posterior  end  of  pectoral  base ; ventrals  reaching 
midway  between  base  of  fins  and  front  of  anal;  caudal  slightly  rounded  ; 
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when  spread  open  its  outer  rays  a little  produced,  If  in  head,  in  young  of 
a foot  in  length,  said  to  be  much  longer  in  adult.  Adult  deep  uniform  blue ; 
partly  grown  specimens  (from  Havana)  bright  sky  blue  everywhere ; some 
brown  on  upper  scales;  lower  lip  reddish  brown,  edged  Avithblue;  fins 
blue,  with  some  brown ; teeth  pale  reddish.  Young  (4  inches ; Key  West) 
light,  livid  blue  gray,  tinged  with  brownish  on  back,  quite  bluish  below; 
yellowish  olive  on  top  of  head,  but  no  sharp  markings  anywhere  except 
oil  fins;  jaws  rather  bright  flesh  red,  the  snout  bluish;  teeth  pale;  dorsal 
edged  with  bright  blue,  below  this  dull  orange,  its  base  livid;  caudal 
grayish,  faintly  banded  with  olive,  its  upper  and  lower  edges  bright  blue ; 
anal  flesh  color,  edged  with  light  blue,  ventrals  greenish-blue,  fading  on 
last  rays;  pectorals  flesh  color;  axil  light  lilue.  Color  in  spirits,  greenish 
olive  above,  pale  below;  dorsal  dusky;  caudal  and  anal  grayish;  fins 
otherwise  pale. 

Large  examples  from  Jamaica  have  the  following  colors: 

Body  ultamarine  l)lue;  fins  blue,  dorsal  edged  with  darker  blue,  the 
membrane  of  spinous  dorsal  blackish  at  base ; a sky-blue  band  from  eye  to 
and  across  each  lip ; a pale  band  below  it  on  under  lip,  a narrow  pale 
edging  above;  p<*ctoral  with  base  and  upper  ray  blue,  rest  of  fin  pale; 
anal  deep  blue,  blackish  at  base;  ventrals  blue,  the  last  rays  paler; 
caudal  deep  blue,  the  outer  rays  darker,  posterior  edge  pale;  teeth  pale. 
Specimens  about  6 inches  long  have  the  back  yellow,  scales  ou  sides  yel- 
low with  green  edges ; belly  nearly  uniform  grecniish ; outer  rays  of  caudal 
deep  green,  middle  rays  paler;  dorsal  yellow,  edged  with  green;  anal 
pale  yellowish,  edged  with  green;  pectorals  nearly  colorless,  slightly 
orange  at  tip ; ventrals  greenish. 

Length  of  example  described  from  Havana,  10^  inches.  The  species 
reaches  a length  of  2 or  3 feet.  West  Indies ; generally  common ; straying 
northward  along  the  coast  of  the  United  States;  taken  in  abundance  in 
pound  nets  off  St.  George  Island,  Maryland,  about  12  miles  from  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  in  August,  1894,  some  specimens  weigliing  12  pounds  (Dr. 
Hugh  M.  Smith.)*  Abundant  about  Key  West  and  in  the  Bermudas.  In 
the  adult  (ohtusus)  a great  fleshy  hump  is  developed  ou  the  forehead  and 
the  lobes  of  the  caudal  become  much  i)roduced  as  in  Pseudoscarus  gau- 
camia.  (ccei'uleus,  blue.) 

iVoj;acMJac(er«dca(tbeBluefisli),  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Carolina,  etc.,  18,  pi.  18, 1743,  Bahamas. 
Loro,  Parra,  Descr.  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Nat.,  57,  pi.  27,  fig.  1,  1787,  Cuba. 

Tromx>a,  Parra,  1.  c.,  lig.  2. 

Coryphcena  ecerulea,  Bloch,  Auslandische  Fische,  ii,  120,  pi.  176,  1786,  in  part;  after 
Catesby  and  a figure  of  Aubriet,  altered  from  a figure  by  Plumier. 


* Dr.  Sinitb  writes  as  follows  under  date  of  October  13,  1894:  “I  am  now  able  to  furnisb 
some  additional  data  on  tbe  parrot-fisb.  I have  interviewed  2 gentlemen  wbo  saw  tbe 
fisb  when  first  taken,  and  now  present  tbeir  description  of  the  colors:  Tbe  back  was  very 
dark  greenish  blue,  which  color  extended  from  the  upper  part  of  the  beak  to  tbe  base  of 
the  tail;  this  shaded  otf  on  the  sides  of  tbe  body  to  a light  blue;  tbe  under  parts,  includ- 
ing tbe  mandible,  were  white;  tbe  fins  were  very  dark  green  or  blue,  almost  black;  these 
colors  apply  to  a specimen  weighing  8 pounds.  Thinking  that  it  these  fisb  were  found  in 
tbe  Potomac  Biver  they  would  also  probably  be  taken  in  the  Chesapeake,  I wrote  to  a well- 
informed  fisherman  and  fisb  dealer  at  Cape  Charles  City,  Virginia,  inclosing  a figure  of  a 
parrot-fish  and  asking  whether  any  bad  been  caught  this  year.  He  replied  that  a few  fisb 
resembling  tbe  figure  and  my  description  were  obtained  in  pound  nets  between  Cape 
Charles  and  Hungers  Creek  m August  and  September.  He  learned  of  6 to  10  of  these 
‘ new  ’ fisb  taken  from  time  to  time,  seldom  more  than  1 at  a lift.’' 
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Scania  loro,  Bloch  A:  Sch^teider,  Systema  IclitliyoL,  288,  1801;  after  Loro  of  Parra. 

Scarui  trilobatv.^,  Lacepede,  Hi.st.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  21,  1803,  Martinique;  on  a drawing  by 
Plumber. 

? Scarug  holocyaneos,  Lacepf.de,  Hi.st.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  45,  1803,  Martinique  ; on  a copy  by 
Aubriet  of  a drawing  of  Plumier;  the  copy  colored  entirely  bine  in  order  to  repre- 
sent this  .species;  the  original  drawing  probably  intended  for  Sparisoma  chrysop- 
teriini;  the  same  copy  by  Aubriet,  the  original  of  Bloch's  engraving  of  Scarvs 
cceruleiis. 

Scarvs  obtimts.  Poet,  Memorias,  ii.  217,  1860,  Cuba;  adult. 

Scants  nuchalis,  POEV,  Memorias,  ii,  220,  1860,  Cuba;  young. 

Pseudoscarus  chloris,  GvsTHKTt,  Cat.,  i\,  221,1862;  not  Scants  chloris  Bloch  cV  Schneider. 

Scants  ctTtruleits,  Bloch  & Schxeider,  Systema  Ichthyol.,  288,  1801;  after  Catesby,  and 
Tronipfl  of  Parra ; CutHER  & Yalenxiexxes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  186,  1839;  Jor- 
dan’ A:  SwAiN’,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1884,  85;  Jordan,  Proc.  T.  S Xat.  Mns.  1884.  137. 
Jordan,  1.  c.,  1886,  48;  Jordan,  Peview  Labroid  Fishes,  686,  1890. 

Pseudoscants  ccentlexts,  Gunther.  Cat.,  iv,  227,  1862;  Guichenot,  Scarides,  Mus.  Paris 
(Proc.  Soc.  Imp.  Xat.  Cherbourg),  1865,  24 ; Poey,  Eepertorio,  i,  373, 1867 ; Poey,  Synop- 
sis, 348.  1868;  GoODE,  Bull.  F.  S.  Xat.  Mus.,  v,  33,  1876. 

Pseudoscants  nitchalis,  Poey,  Synopsis,  348;  Poey,  Enumeratio,  117. 

Pseudoscarus  obtusus,  Poey,  Synojtsis,  349;  Poey,  Enumeratio,  117 


2070.  SCARFS  EMBLKMATUFS,  Jordan  Y Rutter. 

Head  3 : deptli  31 ; eye  4f  in  head.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  3-24-5. 
Dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  regularly  and  similarly  curved,  body  highest 
over  pectorals ; nostril  in  front  of  eye,  close  together,  very  small,  scarcely 
larger  than  some  of  the  numerous  pores  which  surround  the  eye,  the  an- 
terior round,  with  a circular  marginal  valve,  the  posterior  oblong,  with  a 
valve  on  lower  side;  eye  in  suont,  low,  a line  drawn  from  corner  of 
mouth  to  angle  of  opercle  passing  along  lower  edge  of  orbit  ; jaws  project- 
ing, the  upper  without  canines;  cheek  with  only  2 rows  of  scales;  origin 
of  dorsal  and  root  of  pectoral  in  the  same  vertical,  which  is  anterior  to  tip 
of  opercle;  tips  of  last  dorsal  and  anal  rays  reach  base  of  rudimentary 
caudal  rays;  caudal  truncate,  slightly  rouuded  when  the  fin  is  spread. 
Back  dusky  olive,  a pale  yellowish  streak  from  upper  side  of  eye  to  upper 
base  of  caudal,  below  this  a hand  similar  in  color  to  the  hack  extends 
from  eve  to  caudal,  sides  below  pale  Avith  an  indistinct  dusky  streak  from 
above  pectoral  to  caudal ; a horizontal  green  stripe  from  upper  end  of  gill 
opening  forward  through  upper  edge  of  eye  and  across  top  of  snout; 
another  parallel  with  this  from  gill  opening  through  lower  edge  of  eye 
and  around  upper  lip ; lower  lip  white,  edged  with  green,  a green  hand 
across  chin,  and  a pair  of  indistinct  green  blotches  on  throat;  breast 
washed  with  green;  base  and  edge  of  dorsal  and  anal  green,  a broad 
white  stripe  through  the  middle  of  each;  upper  and  lower  rays  of  caudal 
white,  tipped  with  orange,  edged  on  each  side  with  green,  the  midtlle  rays 
pale  dusky  green,  paler  at  base;  pectorals  and  A'eutrals  white,  the  former 
not  dusky  at  base;  teeth  white.  This  species  is  most  nearly  related  to 
Scanis  cimdeus,  hut  differing  decidedly  in  the  color  markings.  The  above 
description  is  based  on  a single  specimen  6 inches  long.  Jamaica;  only 
the  type  known.  {ejifjXyjuaTixo^,  hanner-like.) 

Scants  emblematicits,  Jordan  A:  Rutter,  Fishes  iu  Jamaica,  in  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila. 

1897, 122,  Jamaica.  (Type  in  L.  S.  Jr.  F'niv.  Mus.  Coll.  J.  S.  Roberts.) 


Jordan  and  Evcrmann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1G55 


650.  PSEUDOSCARUS,  Bleeker. 

(Guacamaias.) 

Pseudoscarus,  JjLEEKER,  Versl.  Akad.  Wet.  Amsterdam,  .Searoiden,  xii,  1861,  3 {micror- 
rhinos).* 

Loro,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  418,1896  (guacamaia). 

This  genus  differs  from  Scarus,  as  here  understood,  chiefly  in  the  deep 
green  or  blue  (*olor  of  its  highly  modified  jaws  and  teeth.  The  species  are 
mostly  of  large  size  and  robust  form,  (ipevdr/i,  false;  6ndpo<i,  Scarus.) 

PSEUDOSCARUS : 

a.  Upper  jaw  with  caniues;  caudal  fin  with  angles  much  exserted,  especially  in  the 
adult;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  ending  in  points;  rows  of  scales  on  cheek. 

b.  Upper  jaw  usually  with  1 posterior  canine.  Color  bright  blue,  the  edges  of  the 
scales  brownish ; fins  dark  hrown,  with  green  upon  the  external  border  of 
the  ventrals,  which  are  long  and  pointed ; forehead  with  a fleshy  hump  in 
the  adult. 

c.  Tubes  of  tbe  lateral  line  considerably  branched.  ccelestinus,  2071. 

cc.  Tubes  of  the  lateral  line  not  branched.  simplex,  2072. 

bb.  Upper  jaw  with  from  3 to  6 posterior  canines;  jaws  very  convex.  Color  green 
under  pectoral,  and  along  the  side  and  posterior  part  of  the  body;  head, 
anterior  and  upper  part  of  the  back,  and  belly  grayish  yellow;  dorsal  and 
anal  brown,  spotted  Avith  green  along  their  bases;  pectorals  and  ventrals 
tinted  with  green ; caudal  grayish  yellow.  Size  large.  plei ANUS,  2073. 

Loro  {loro,  parrot) : 

aa.  Upper  jaw  without  posterior  canines;  teeth  deep  blue  green.  Size  large. 

d.  Caudal  deeply  notched,  the  angles  much  produced  in  the  adult  (the  fin  trun- 
cate or  rounded  in  the  young) ; body  moderately  elongate ; depth  2^  to  3 in 
length;  cheek  with  2J  rows  of  scales,  those  of  the  upper  roAV  larger  than 
those  of  the  second,  1 .scale  below  the  second  row.  Color  olive  green, 
with  more  or  less  ill-defined  green  markings  on  head ; lower  parts  more  or 
less  reddish ; vertical  fins  brownish  orange,  all  edged  with  deep  hlue. 

GUACAMAIA,  2074. 

dd.  Caudal  rounded,  the  angles  not  produced ; body  robust,  the  depth  in  adult  2^ 
in  length;  cheek  Avith  2 rows  of  scales,  the  lower  of  4,  the  upper  of  5 
scales;  loAver  limb  of  preopercle  Avholly  naked  Color  light  brownish, 
with  some  greenish  shading  on  sides  and  bluish  green  on  caudal  peduncle; 
fins  all  bright  blue;  snout  and  forehead  bluish;  orbits  surrounded  by 
- radiating  dots  and  dashes  of  green.  peerico,  2075. 

Subgenus  PSEUDOSCARUS. 

2071.  PSEUDOSCARUS  CffiLESTIXUS  (CuAuer  & Valenciennes) . 

(Loro.) 

Jaws  large,  their  edges  marked  with  strong  denticulations,  upper  jaw 
blue  on  its  edge  only,  lower  almost  entirely  blue;  upper  jaw  usually  with 
1 posterior  canine;  caudal  fin  with  angles  much  exserted,  especially  in  the 
adult;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  ending  in  points;  rows  of  scales  on  cheek; 
tubes  of  the  lateral  line  very  much  branched.  Color  bright  blue,  the 
edges  of  the  scales  brownish;  fins  dark  brown,  with  green  upon  the 


* Pseudo  scarus  microrrhinos,  the  first  species  mentioned  by  Bleeker  under  PseMdo«c(trMs, 
must,  in  accordance  with  Bleeker’s  custom,  be  regarded  as  the  type  of  the  genus. 
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exterua]  border  of  the  ventrals,  which  are  long  and  pointed;  forehead 
with  a fleshy  hump  in  the  adult.  West  Indies;  x>robably  not  rare,  reach- 
ing a large  size;  recorded  by  Poey  from  Havana,  and  from  St.  Thomas  by 
Plee;  known  to  us  only  from  the  examination  of  the  original  type,  a dried 
skin  in  the  museum  at  Paris.  (Gcclestinus,  heavenly  (blue).) 

Scar^ti  coelestinus*  Cuvier  & Valenciexxes,  Hist.  ]S^at.  Poiss.,  xiv,  180, 1839,  St.  Thomas ; 
Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mas.  1886,  543  (note  on  original  type);  Jordaji,  Eeview 
Labroid  Fishes,  687,  1890. 

Psmdoscanis  coelestinus,  Guichenot,  Scarides,  22,  1865  (note  on  type) ; Poey,  Synopsis, 
349,  1868;  PoEY,  Enumeratio,  118,  1875. 

2072.  PSEUDOSC  ARUS  SIMPLEX,  Poey. 

Snout  pointed;  jaws  large,  blue,  with  coarse  crenulations ; tubes  of 
the  lateral  line  without  branches.  Color  entirely  blue.  Length  3 feet. 
Cuba.  (Poey);  not  seen  by  us;  apparently  differing  from  Pseudoscarus 
eadestiniis  only  in  the  simple  tubes  of  the  lateral  line,  (sinqylex,  simple.) 

Pseudoscarus  simplex,  Poey,  Repertorio,  l,  185,  1867,  Havana;  Poey,  Synopsis,  349,1868; 
Poey,  Enumeratio,  118,  1875. 

Scarus  simplex,  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  687,  1890. 

2073.  PSEUDOStARUS  PLEIAXUS  (Poey). 

Body  oblong  oval;  jaws  large,  very  convex,  the  crenulations  large  and 
round;  upper  part  of  the  jaws  blue;  upper  jaw  with  from  3 to  6 posterior 
canines  (3  on  one  side  in  type,  5 or  6 on  the  other);  cheek  with  2|  rows 
of  scales.  Color  red,  shaded  with  blue  and  green ; green  under  pectoral, 
and  along  the  side  and  posterior  part  of  the  body;  head,  anterior  and 
upper  part  of  the  back,  and  belly  grayish  yellow;  dorsal  and  anal  brown, 
spotted  with  green  along  their  bases;  pectorals  and  ventrals  tinted  with 
green ; caudal  grayish  yellow.  Size  large.  St.  Thomas.  Only  the  type, 
a very  large  dried  skin,  known ; not  seen  by  us.  It  is  evident  that  Scarus 
guacamaia  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  the  ‘‘Grand  Scare  auxmachiores  blens,’’ 
with  3 to  6 x)osterior  canines,  can  not  be  the  original  Scarus  guacamaia  of 
Cuvier,  which  has  no  canines  at  all.  No  writer  has  examined  any  other 
specimens  referable  to  the  guacamaia  of  Valenciennes,  but  Poey  has  given 
to  these  descrij^tions  the  name  Scarus  pleianus,  Avhich  the  species  must  keej) 
if  it  be  really  valid.  (Named  for  M.  Plee,  who  collected  for  Cuvier  in  the 
West  Indies. ) 

Scarus  guacamaia,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  178, 1839,  St.  Thomas. 
(Coll.  Plee.) 

Pseudoscarus  guacamaia,  Guichenot,  Scarides,  21,  1865  (note  on  tj-pe);  not  Scarus  gua- 
camaia, Ccvier. 

Scarris  pleiamis,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  393,  1861,  St.  Thomas  ; based  on  Scarus  guacamaia, 
Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes;  Jordan,  Review  Labroid  Fishes,  687,  1890. 


* We  have  the  following  note  on  the  type  of  Scarus  coelestinus:  “A  large  stutied  skin, 
0.60  in.  long,  from  St.  Thomas.  (Plee.)  "Color  now  plain  duskj^  (perhaps  blue  in  life); 
teeth  apparently  dark  green ; forehead  fat;  a single  canine  on  ri^ht  side  of  upper  jaw, 
none  on  left;  cheek  with  24  rows  of  scales;  7 scales  before  dorsal;  caudal  rounded,  but 
with  the  outer  rays  much  produced,  about  ^ their  length  being  exserted ; next  the  last  rays 
of  dorsal  and  anal  similarly  prolonged  iutoapoint;  ventrals  long,  pointed;  form  rather 
robust;  heads?;  depths^.” 
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Subgenus  LORO,  Jordan  & Evermaun. 

2074.  PSEUDOSCAUUS  (JUAPAMAIA  (Cuvier). 

(CUACAMAIA;  GKEKN  PAKKOT-FISH.) 

Head  3 to  3f  in  length  to  base  of  caudal;  depth  2f  to  3? ; eye  small,  (5 
in  head;  snout  not  very  obtuse,  2|  in  head.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9;  scales 
2|-24-6.  Body  moderabdy  elongate;  no  canine  teeth ; U2)per  lip  covering 
more  than  J of  surface  of  upper  jaw.  Cheek  with  2 rows  of  scales  of  5 or 
6 in  each  row,  those  of  the  upjier  row  nearly  twice  as  broad  as  those  of 
the  lower;  a single  scale  ])elow  the  lower  row;  6 or  7 scales  on  median  line 
before  dorsal.  Pectorals  reaching  just  jiast  tips  of  vcntrals;  origin  of 
ventral  spine  below  the  middle  of  j^ectoral  base;  caudal  rounded  when 
spread  open,  its  angles  slightly  produced,  its  outer  rays  (in  specimens  8 
inches  long)  | in  head.  In  adults  the  outer  rays  are  longer  in  jiroiiortion, 
and  in  very  old  examples,  none  of  which  has  been  seen  by  us,  they  are 
said  to  be  greatly  produced.  Color  in  life,  of  specimens  of  moderate  size, 
olive  green,  each  scale  edged  with  clear  lirown,  its  middle,  especially 
above,  bright  verdigris  green ; sides  of  head  brownish  gray ; belly  white, 
tinged  with  brown ; a bright  green  stripe  from  eye  around  snout,  another 
from  eye  to  eye  above,  another  undulating  stripe  below  eye;  several  green 
spots  and  dashes  behind  eye;  ujiiier  lij)  reddish;  jaws  dee^^  bluish  green, 
the  color  not  fading  in  spirits;  teeth  decj)  greenish  blue;  vertical  fins  all 
brownish  red,  verging  on  orange  above,  their  edges,  including  sides  and 
tips  of  caudal,  all  bright  greenish  blue;  ventral  llesh  color,  tinged  with 
orange,  its  anterior  edge  greenish  blue;  jiectoral  very  pale  reddish,  the 
first  and  last  rays  light  blue;  a greenish  dot  at  the  base  of  each  membrane 
of  dorsal  and  anal ; axil  reddish.  Older  individuals  similar  in  color,  but 
with  the  head  more  jiinkish  and  its  markings  more  diffuse.  In  spirits,  the 
green  stripes  and  spots  on  head  become  fainter  and  the  red  of  ui»por  lij) 
and  axil  and  the  orange  of  liiis  fade.  Length  of  the  example  here  described 
from  Key  West,  7.V  inches.  The  species  reaches  a length  of  2 or  3 feet. 
West  Indies,  north  to  the  Florida  Keys,  south  to  Rio  de  Janeiro;  every- 
where common.  This  species  is  abundant  about  rocks  at  Key  West,  and 
is  also  not  uncommon  in  the  Havana  market,  where  it  is  known  still  as 
Gnacamaia.  Onr  fish  is  certainly  the  Gnacamaia  of  Parra,  on  which,  as  the 
lu'inted  record  shows,  the  Scarus  (jnacamaia  of  Cuvier  was  based.  Tlie 
siiecimen  in  Cuvier’s  possession,  afterwards  described  by  Valenciennes 
under  the  name  Scarus  gnacamaia,  has  canines  in  the  upper  jaw,  and  must 
belong  to  a distinct  and  (to  ns)  unknown  species,  to  which  Poey  has  given 
the  name  Scarus  pleianiis.  We  have  seen  no  specimens  a yard  in  length, 
as  mentioned  by  Parra,  nor  have  we  seen  any  Avith  the  caudal  lobes  pro- 
longed to  the  extent  shown  in  his  figures.  None  of  our  specimens,  young 
or  old,  show  traces  of  canines.  We  have  examined  the  tyjie  of  Scarus 
turchesius  * in  Paris.  It  seems  to  be  the  same  as  Pseudoscarus  guacamaia. 

' The  type  of  Scarus  turchesius  is  thus  descrihed  hy  Guichenot : ‘ ‘ Eorin  of  Pseudoscarus 
coelestinus:  Jaws  finely  crenulate  on  tlie  edse,  otherwise  smooth;  no  posterior  canines; 
2 rows  of  scales  on  cheeks;  caudal  rounded,  its  anj^les  little  produced.  Color  dark  green, 
paler  on  sides,  rosy  below;  green  areas  on  membranes  of  dorsal,  of  which  tlie  edge  is 
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Poev’s  Scarus  rostratus* *  seems  to  be  based  on  young  examples  with  rather 
sharj^er  snout  than  usual,  {tjuacamaia,  Spanish  name  of  a large  parrot 
■with  very  thick  javrs.) 

Guacamaia,  Pakea,  Descr.  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Xat.,  p.  54,  pi.  26, 1787,  Cuba. 

Scarus  guacamaia.  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed,  ii,Tol.  2,  265, 1829;  no  description ; baaed  on 
Parra  ; not  Scarus  guacamaia,  Cv\\t.b.  & Tale>*ciexxes  = -Scares  pZeiant<«,  Poe y; 
Jordan-  & Gilbert,  S^-nopsis,  938, 1883;  Beax,  BnlL  P.  S.  Fish  Com.  1888,  198. 

Scarus  turchesius,  Cuvier  A Yalexcien-xes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  xiv,  181. 1839,  Porto  Rico; 
Gochexot,  Scarides,  23,  1865  (note  on  tyim);  Jordax,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1886, 543 ; 
note  on  original  type. 

Scarus  rostratus,  Poey,  Memorias,  li.  221, 1860,  Havana. 

Pseudoscarus  rostratus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  349, 1868 ; Poey,  Enumeratio,  118, 1875. 
Fseudoscarus  turchesius,  Poey,  Ropertorio  i.  317,  1861;  Poey,  Synopsis,  348,  1868;  Poey, 
Fauna  Puerto  Riquena,  337, 1875. 

Pseudoscarus  guacamaia,  Guxthee.  Cat.  ,iv,  233;  Poey,  Synopsis,  348, 463. 1868. 
Hemistoma  guacamaia,  Joedax  A Gilbert,  Synopsis.  607, 1883. 

Scarus  guacamaia,  Joedax  A Swaix,  Proc.  F.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1884,  84;  Jordax,  i.c.,  137; 
Jordan',  Proc.  P.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1886, 48 ; Joedax,  Review  Labroid  Fisbes,  688, 1890. 

2075.  PSEFDOSt  ARF.S  PERRICO  (Jordan  A Gilbert). 

(Peerico.) 

Head  3 in  length  ; depth  2f.  D.  IX,  10;  A.  II,  9 ; scales  24.  Body  robust, 
deep,  compressed;  top  of  head  with  a large  adipose  hump.  Xo  pointed 
teeth  at  angle  of  mouth;  upper  lip  covering  about  ^ the  surface  of  the 
upper  deutary  plate ; lower  lip  covering  base  only  of  lower  dentary*  plate. 
Cheek  with  2 rows  of  scales,  the  lower  of  4,  the  upper  of  5;  lower  limb 
of  preopercle  wholly  naked.  Caudal  fin  somewhat  rounded,  its  lobes 
not  produced;  pectoral  fin  | length  of  head,  reaching  to  tips  of  ventrals; 
ventrals  inserted  under  front  of  pectorals.  Coloration  in  life,  light 
brownish,  with  some  greenish  shadings  on  sides  and  bluish  green  on 
caudal  peduncle;  fins  all  bright  blue;  snout  and  forehead  bluish;  orbits 
surrounded  by  radiating  dots  and  dashes  of  green;  teeth  green.  In 
spirits,  a yellowish  area  below  and  in  front  of  eye ; upper  edge  of  dorsal 
and  lower  edges  of  caudal,  anal,  and  A entrals  yellowish,  as  is  the  lower 
side  of  the  head.  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico;  known  from  Mazatlan,  La 
Paz,  and  the  Venados  Islands.  A large  species  common  in  the  rocks  about 
Mazatlan.  It  is  seldom  caught,  and  is  not  eaten.  The  type  here  described 
is  23  inches  in  length.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  single  species  and  Calo- 
lomiis  xenodon  are  the  only  Scaroid  fishes  yet  described  from  the  eastern 
Pacific,  {jyendco,  a Spanish  word  for  parrot). 


dark  green  or  blue,  as  is  that  of  anal  and  that  of  caudal  between  the  points;  pectorals 
and  ventrals  yellow,  the  latter  tinged  with  green  toward  the  edges.  Type,  a dried  skin, 
not  fully  grown,  from  Porto  Rico.’’ 

On  the  same  specimen  examined  by  us  in  Paris  we  have  the  following  note:  “Scarus 
turchesius.  (Cuv.  A Yak.  xiv,  181.)  a' dried  skin,  0.40  m.  long,  from  Porto  Rico.  (Plee.) 
Color  faded  to  a plain  brown,  paler  than  in  S.  ccelestinus ; no  canines.  Forehead  not  very 
fleshy  (young);  caudal  with  its  lobes  exserted  for  J to  4 their  length  : dorsal,  anal,  and 
ventrals  less  produced  than  in  the  type  of  Scarus  ccelestinus ; scales  on  cheek  in  2 rows; 
head  3|  in  length ; depth  31 ; teeth  faded,  but  still  partly  green.” 

* Poey  describes  Pseudoscarus  rostratus  as  brownish  blue,  with  ultramarine  blue  on  the 
head  and  margins  of  dorsal,  anal,  and  ventral ; teeth  blue,  size  rather  small.  According 
to  him  Pseudoscarus  turchesius  differs  from  P.  rostratus  in  having  the  jaws  le.ss  terminal 
and  the  head  uniformly  colored ; posterior  part  of  caudal  bordered  with  blue,  as  is  the 
dorsal  and  anal. 
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Scarus  perrico,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 357,  Mazatlan  (Type,  No. 

28328.  Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert) ; Jordan,  KcA-iew  Labroid  Pisbes,  688, 1890. 
dcarus  perrico,  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  483. 


Group  ZEOIDEA. 

This  group  contains  the  single  family  Zeiclw.  Its  relationships  are 
uncertain,  the  armature  and  the  increased  number  of  the  ventral  rays 
indicating  relationship  to  the  Benjcichv,  while  the  attachment  of  the  post- 
temporal to  the  skull  suggests  affinity  with  the  Tenth  ididu;. 

Family  CLXII.  ZEIDA:. 

(The  John  Dories.) 

Body  short,  deep,  much  compressed  and  elevated,  naked  or  covered 
with  minute  smooth  scales,  or  with  bony  protuberances.  Mouth  large, 
terminal,  the  upper  jaw  protractile.  Teeth  small,  in  narrow  bands  or 
single  series  on  the  jaws  and  vomer  and  sometimes  on  the  palatines. 
Eyes  lateral,  placed  high ; opercle  much  reduced ; some  of  the  bones  of 
head  usually  with  spines;  preopercle  not  serrate.  Post-temporal  very 
firmly  attached  to  the  skull;  lower  limb  adnate  for  its  whole  length; 
the  distal  end  only  of  its  upper  liml)  is  attached.  The  supra-clavicle 
short  and  triangular,  bearing  a short  spine  near  its  anterior  angle,  its 
posterior  edge  divided  into  3 spines,  2 or  3 of  which  stand  out  above 
the  surface  of  the  skin.  Ventral  edge  often  serrate,  with  strong  liony 
plates.  Lateral  line  well  developed,  concurrent  Avith  the  back.  Branchi- 
ostegals  7 or  8.  Gill  openings  Avide,  the  membranes  little  united,  free 
from  the  isthmus.  Pseudobranchi;e  large.  Air  bladder  large.  Gill  rakers 
usually  short;  gills  4,  a slit  behind  the  fourth.  Dorsal  fin  emarginate  or 
divided,  the  anterior  part  Avith  spines,  Avhich  are  often  strong,  the  pos- 
terior part  longer,  its  highest  rays  behind  the  middle;  soft  anal  entirely 
similar  to  soft  dorsal,  usually  ])receded  by  1 to  4 spines  Avhich  are  not 
graduated  and  AAdiich  often  form  a separate  fin;  ventral  fins  thoracic, 
Avell  developed,  their  rays  usually  I,  6 to  I,  8;*  pectorals  small;  caudal 
fin  rounded,  on  a moderate  peduncle.  liUteral  line  obscnre,  unarmed. 
Pyloric  creca  exceedingly  numerous.  Vertehrm  about  32  (Zcms).  Genera 
8;  species  about  15;  fishes  of  singular  appearance,  inhabiting  Avarm  seas, 
often  at  considerable  depth.  The  species  undergo  great  changes  in  the 
course  of  development.  The  John  Dorj^^’  {Zeus  faher)  is  a Avell-knoAvn 
food-fish  of  southern  Europe.  The  relations  of  this  family  are  not  evi- 
dent, and  it  should  form  a distinct  group  or  superfamily.  The  increased 
number  of  ventral  rays  and  the  armature  of  the  bellj'  suggest  relationship 
Avith  the  Berycoids;  the  adnate  post- temporal  suggests  the  Chadodonts. 
Not  having  any  better  arrangement  to  suggest,  Ave  leave  the  Zeidw  in 
association  Avith  the  Clucfodoutidcv,  remoA'ing  them  from  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Scombroid  forms,  to  which  they  bear  only  the  most  superficial  resem- 


’ Said  to  be  I,  5 in  Oreosoma,  Avhich  may  be  an  error  in  counting. 
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blance.  (Scomhridw,  group  Cyttina,  Giintlier,  Cat.,  ii,  393-396,  1860; 
Cyttidce,  Gliuther,  Intr.  Study  Fisli.,  450,  1884.) 

Zein^: 

a.  Dorsal  spines  very  strong,  more  or  less  filamentous ; anal  spines  3 or  4.  Bony  spinous 
plates  i)resent  along  bases  of  vertical  fins  and  between  ventrals  and  anal. 

b.  Anal  spines  3;  both  dorsals  with  strong  bony  spinous  plates  at  base;  ventral 
rays  I,  6 or  I,  7.  Zenopsis,  651. 

Cyttin.®  : 

aa.  Dorsal  spines  low;  anal  spines  1 or  2;  vertical  plates  little  developed. 

c.  Body  without  large  bony  plates  or  warts,  the  skin  covered  with  small  scales; 

base  of  dorsal  and  anal  with  bony  plates.  Zenion,  652. 

cc.  Body  with  large  conical  bony  protuberances,  2 on  each  side  of  the  back  and 
many  on  the  belly.  Oreosoma,  653. 

651.  ZENOPSIS,  Gill. 

Zenopsis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  126  (nebulosus). 

Body  ovate,  mucli  compressed,  without  scales,  and  without  Avarts  or 
humps  in  the  adult.  Head  deeper  than  long,  its  anterior  profile  steep. 
Mouth  rather  large,  upper  jaw  protractile;  teeth  small  on  jaws  and  Ammer, 
none  on  the  palatines.  Various  hones  of  the  head  and  shoulder  girdle 
armed  with  spines.  Series  of  bony  plates  along  the  sides  of  the  belly  and 
the  bases  of  both  dorsal  and  anal,  each  plate  armed  AAuth  a strong  spine. 
Eye  large,  placed  high.  Gill  rakers  short.  Dorsal  spines  very  strong, 
usually  10  in  number,  some  of  them  filamentous;  anal  spines  3;  ventral 
fins  long,  the  rays  I,  6 or  I,  7.  Caudal  peduncle  slender,  the  fin  not 
forked.  Three  species  known,  differing  from  the  European  genus  Zews,* 
mainly  in  the  presence  of  3 anal  spines  instead  of  4,  and  in  the  greater 
development  of  the  spinous  armature.  Pelagic,  zeus  ; appear- 

ance. Zeus  is  from  Zevi,  Jupiter.) 

2076.  ZENOPSIS  OCELLATUS  (Storer). 

Head  24;  depth  If.  D.  IX,  26;  A.  Ill,  24.  Body  short,  deep,  com- 
pressed. Skin  wholly  naked,  except  for  the  bony  bucklers,  which  are 
armed  each  with  a central  spine  hooked  backward  and  marked  with 
radiating  ridges;  7 bucklers  along  the  base  of  the  dorsal,  the  fifth  and 
sixth  largest;  2 on  the  median  line  in  front  of  the  ventrals,  the  second 
largest ; 1 median  plate,  6 pairs  betAveen  ventrals  and  anal,  and  4 along 
the  base  of  the  anal.  Top  of  the  head  with  roughish  ridges,  but  Avithout 
spines;  a spine  at  the  base  of  each  dentary  bone ; the  broad  maxillaries 
each  with  a supplemental  bone ; teeth  nearly  obsolete.  Eye  large,  much 
nearer  gill  opening  than  tip  of  snout.  Gill  rakers  short.  Caudal  pedun- 
cle A-ery  slender,  caudal  fin  short  and  rounded;  pectorals  very  short;  A'en- 
trals  large,  the  rays  I,  6,  the  first  soft  ray  closely  appressed  to  the  spine; 
anal  spines  short  and  stout,  the  soft  rays,  like  those  of  the  dorsal,  low; 
dorsal  spines  filamentous.  Color  silvery,  nearly  plain;  a black  lateral 


* The  European  genus,  Zeus,  containing  the  common  “John  Dory,”  Zeus  faber,  a well- 
known  food-fish  in  the  Mediterranean,  has  not  been  found  in  American  waters. 
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ocellated  spot  in  life,  disappearing  in  spirits.  Pelagic ; 1 specimen  known, 
taken  oif  Provincetown,  Massachusetts.  Description  from  the  original 
type  in  the  museum  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History.  (oceJlatus, 
ocellate.) 

Zeus  ocellatus,  Stoker,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  vi,  1858,  386,  Provincetown,  on  Cape 
Cod. 

Zenopsis  ocellatus,  Jordan  <fe  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  456,  1883;  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic 
Ichtli.,  224  with  plate,  1896. 

652.  ZENION,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

Zenion,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  418,  1896  (hololepis). 

Body  compressed  and  elevated,  covered  with  very  small  scales;  mouth 
protractile.  Dorsal  fins  contiguous,  the  first  with  6 or  7 low  spines;  a 
short  spine  before  the  anal ; bony  plates  present  along  the  bases  of  the 
dorsal  and  anal  fins.  As  in  Zeus,  ventral  fins  composed  each  of  1 spine 
and  6 soft  rays,  not  depressible  in  a groove.  Very  minute  teeth  in  the 
jaws  and  on  the  vomer,  none  on  the  palatine  bones.  Branchiostegals  8. 
Deep  seas.  The  single  species  described  below  seems  to  be  the  type  of  a 
distinct  genus,  differing  from  the  Australian  genus  Cijttus  in  the  absence 
of  ventral  groove  and  in  the  presence  of  bony  plates  along  dorsal  and 
anal.  (A  diminutive  of  Zeus,  t^EVc,,  the  John  Dory.) 

2077.  ZEMOX  HOLOLEPIS  (Goode  & Bean). 

Head  2|;  depth  D.  VI  or  VII,  26;  A.  23;  V.  I,  6;  P.  16.  Eye  very 
large,  4^  in  body  or  nearly  2 in  head;  interorbital  width  2^.  Premaxil- 
laries  protractile  and,  when  drawn  out,  a deep  horseshoe-shaped  groove 
is  exposed  between  the  orbits;  premaxillary  2 in  head  without  snout; 
maxillary  thin,  broad,  obtuse  at  the  extremity,  its  length  equaling  that 
of  interorbital  area;  length  of  mandible  nearly  | that  of  head;  mouth 
almost  vertical  when  closed.  Quadrate  bone  ending  posteriorly  in  a 
broad,  obtuse  S]une,  and  with  several  ridges  with  minute  cirri;  supra- 
orbital also  with  several  minutely  cirrated  ridges.  Teeth  in  jaws  indis- 
tinguishable, except  to  the  touch.  Nostrils  placed  close  to  front  of  eye 
somewhat  above  its  middle,  the  posterior,  which  is  much  the  larger,  a 
pear-shaped  slit  about  3 times  as  long  as  anterior.  Pseudobranchim  well 
developed;  14  or  15  very  small  lanceolate  gill  rakers  below  the  angle. 
Gill  openings  very  wide,  the  membranes  very  deeply  cleft  and  only  nar- 
rowly attached  to  the  isthmus  in  front.  Branchiostegals  8.  Dorsal  and 
ventral  origins  in  the  same  vertical ; distance  of  the  spinous  dorsal  from 
snout  eiiualing  greatest  height  of  bodj^ ; spinous  dorsal  of  6 or  7 spines, 
the  first  of  which  is  minute,  about  i as  long  as  second,  which  is  as  long 
as  eye;  second  spine  finely  serrated  in  the  middle  of  its  anterior  margin 
and  dilated  at  the  root  so  as  to  partly  conceal  base  of  third  spine ; rays 
of  soft  dorsal  increasing  in  size  backward,  the  first  being  only  ^ as  lon^ 
as  last,  which  is  about  i as  long  as  head,  the  longest  rays  about  the 
nineteenth  to  the  twenty-fourth,  these  are  slightly  longer  than  the 
last;  caudal  almost  truncate  or  very  slightly  rounded  when  expanded. 
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tlie  niiddle  rays  nearly  as  long  as  eye;  vent  under  fifth  ray  of  second 
dorsal;  anal  origin  under  sixth  ray;  anal  rays  increasing  in  size  back- 
ward, the  longest  not  more  than  f as  long  as  those  of  dorsal;  rays  of 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  all  simple  and  articulated;  length  of  venti'al  spine 

1 of  body,  exceeding  that  of  the  longest  soft  ray;  ventral,  when  fully 

expanded,  subtriangular,  the  spine  minutely  serrated  on  its  anterior 
margin ; pectoral  subcircular  when  expanded  and  composed  entirely  of 
simple  articulated  rays,  the  longest,  in  middle  of  tin,  i as  long  as  eye. 
About  10  rows  of  scales  between  the  lateral  line  and  base  of  spinous  dor- 
sal, and  about  67  in  lateral  line.  Plates  at  base  of  dorsal  and  anal  well 
developed.  Length  3 to  31  inches.  The  type  specimen  was  taken  by  the 
Albatross  at  Station  2358  in  220  fathoms,  off  Yucatan ; 2 other  specimens, 
No,  39297,  from  Albatross  Station  2655,  on  Little  Bahama  Bank,  in  338 
fathoms.  (Goode  cA  Bean.)  (o/loc,  whole:  scale.) 

Cyttm  hololepis,  Goode  & Beax,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  225,  figs.  233,  233a,  and  233b,  1896, 
off  Yucatan  and  Little  Bahama  Bank.  (Type.  No.  39296.  Coll.  A(6a<ro«s.) 

653.  OREOSOMA,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Oreosoma,  Cuvier  &:  Talexcie.vxes.  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  515,  1830  (atlanticum) . 

Body  elevated  and  compressed,  scaleless,  rough  or  warty,  and  provided 
with  several  large,  deciduous,  conical,  bony  protuberances  symmetrically 
arranged,  the  surface  resembling  a relief  map  of  a volcanic  country,” 
about  4 of  these  on  the  back  and  20  below  ; posterior  part  of  body  with- 
out cones;  no  bony  plates  at  base  of  dorsal  and  anal.  Head  without 
serrations;  a small  horn  above  each  eye;  opercle  small;  preopercle  with 

2 ridges.  Mouth  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  projecting.  Villiform  teeth  on 

jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Dorsal  spines  low  and  small,  partially  hidden 
by  the  humps.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  similar,  rounded  in  outline.  Pec- 
torals short,  rounded.  Caudal  rounded,  on  a slender  peduncle  under 
pectorals.  Ventrals  * well  developed,  thoracic.  One  species,  scarcely 
known,  probably  belonging  to  the  Zeidce  but  its  relationship  uncertain. 
It  may  very  likely  be  a larva  of  the  species  called  Cyttopsis  roseus  (Lowe), 
or  of  some  other  species  of  Cyttojjsis  ot  of  Cyttus.  (opoc,  hill;  body.) 

•2078.  OREOSOMA  ATLAMICUM,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

Head  nearly  3;  depth  about  equal  to  length  of  body.  B.  7 ; D.  V,  29; 
A.  26;  V.  I,  5;  C.  14.  Profile  straight,  nearly  horizontal;  mouth  nearly 
vertical;  forehead  broad  between  eyes,  above  each  of  which  is  a small 
conical  horn;  suborbitals  and  jireopercle  entire;  opercle  small;  tail  and 
region  between  dorsal  and  anal  closely  compressed  and  unarmed;  trunk 
much  thicker,  with  2 great  conical  warts  on  each  side  above,  and  about  a 
dozen  on  each  side  below,  4 on  the  median  line ; these  dermal  cones  are 
readily  detached,  and  are  marked  by  concentric  rings  parallel  with  their 
base.  Spinous  dorsal  inconspicuous,  hidden  by  the  cones ; pectorals  short ; 

* According  to  Cuvier  A Valencienues,  the  ventrals  “ont  le  nombre  ordinaire  de  I,  5." 
But  we  may  doubt  if  this  number  is  accurately  counted. 
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ventrals  long;  middle  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  longest.  Color  grayish. 
Open  Atlantic.  Known  from  a single  specimen,  inches  long.  (Cuvier  & 
Valenciennes.) 

Oreosoma  atlanticum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  515,  1829,  open 
Atlantic ; GuNTHER,  Cat.  Fishes,  i.  214,  anti  ii,  396;  GooDE  <fe  Bean,  Oceanic  Ichth.,  228. 
Oreosoma  coniferum,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  1.  c.,  pi.  99 ; same  type ; a slip  arising  from 
un  corrected  proof  sheets. 


Group  OAPROIDEA. 

A group  of  doubtful  affinities,  containing  the  single  family  Caproidw. 
It  has  the  ventral  fins  normal,  the  post-temporal  adnate  to  the  skull,  and 
is,  in  many  respects,  similar  to  the  Squamqnnnes. 

Family  CLXIII.  CAPROID^.* 

(The  Hoar-fishes.) 

Body  compressed  and  elevated,  covered  with  small,  ctenoid  scales ; sides 
of  head  scaly;  preorhital  and  preopercle  more  or  less  serrate  or  armed; 
opercle  small ; gills  normal ; gill  membranes  separate,  free  from  isthmus ; 
top  of  head  bony ; premaxillaries  very  protractile,  the  posterior  process 
very  long;  mouth  moderate,  the  lower  jaw  projecting,  the  teeth  very 
small;  lateral  line  not  extending  on  caudal;  dorsal  fin  long,  the  stout 
spines  separated  from  the  soft  rays  by  a deep  notch;  dorsal  spines  not 
graduated ; anal  fin  with  3 spines  separated  by  a notch  from  the  soft  rays, 
the  first  spine  longest;  soft  part  of  anal  as  long  as  soft  dorsal;  ventrals 
I,  5,  the  spine  strong,  inserted  below  pectorals;  caudal  fin  rounded,  on 
a moderate  peduncle.  Upper  limb  of  the  post-temporal  widened  at  its 
distal  end,  which  affords  a very  firm  attachment;  the  lower  limb  short 
and  thick.  The  supra-clavicle  long  and  slender,  its  posterior  edge  sharply 
serrate,  the  serrations  standing  out  above  the  surface  of  the  skin.  Ver- 
tebrae in  normal  number,  10 -f  13  = 23  (in  Capros).  Two  or  3 species, 
arranged  in  2 genera,  and  living  in  rather  deep  water.  Capros  aper,  the 
Boarfish,  superficially  resembles  the  John  Dory,  Zeus  faher,  and  is  com- 
mon on  the  coasts  of  southern  Europe.  This  family,  like  the  preceding, 
is  of  doubtful  affinities.  It  is  only  remotely  allied  to  the  Zeida’,  and  its 
relationship  to  the  Carangidce  or  other  Scombroid  forms  is  not  evident. 
Antigonia  bears  much  superficial  resemblance  to  the  Epluppidce,  a resem- 
blance probably  arising  from  real  affinity,  as  is  shown  by  the  form  and 
attachment  of  the  post-temporal.  An  extinct  genus,  Proantigonia,  is  said 
to  connect  Antigonia  with  Capros.  {Capridcr,  Lowe,  Fishes  of  Madeira, 
1843,  XII.) 

Antigoniin^  : 

a.  Lateral  line  complete.  Body  deeper  than  long,  covered  with  rough  .scales. 

&.  Teeth  slender,  in  jaws  only;  anal  spines  strong.  Antigonia,  654. 


* Called  Caproidce  hy  Dr.  Gill  to  distinguish  the  group  from  Capridce,  the  family  of 
Capra,  the  goat. 
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654.  ANTIGONIA,  Lowe. 

Antigonia,  Lowe,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.  1843,  85  (capros). 

Caprophoniis,  Muller  & Troschel,  Horje  Iclitliyologicse,  lii,  28,  1845  {aurora). 
Hrjpsinotus,  Sculegel,  Fauna  Japonica,  Poiss.,XLii,  84,  fig.  2, 1847  {ruhescens). 

Body  very  deep,  the  depth  much  greater  than  length  of  body,  which 
is  excessively  compressed  and  covered  with  moderate-sized,  firm,  rough- 
ctenoid  scales;  profile  from  nape  to  dorsal  very  steep  and  nearly  straight. 
Surface  of  head  above  with  rough  bony  stria; ; preopercle  and  suborbital 
bones  armed  with  slender  antrorse  spines ; mouth  small,  its  cleft  nearly 
vertical;  premaxillary  with  a very  long  process,  so  that  it  is  extremely 
protractile,  perhaps  less  so  than  in  Capros;  lower  jaw  projecting;  upper 
jaw  somewhat  protractile;  maxillary  broad,  scaly;  small,  very  slender 
teeth  on  jaws  in  1 row,  none  on  palate;  chin  rough;  preopercle  with 
rough  strife,  becoming  antrorse  spines  below ; cheeks  deep,  covered  with 
rough  scales;  opercle  short,  scaly.  Branchiostegals  6;  gill  membranes 
separate,  free  from  isthmus.  Lateral  line  concurrent  with  the  back.  Fin 
spines  stiff  and  strong.  Dorsals  united,  the  third  spine  stout  and  ele- 
vated, the  sixth  or  last  spine  shortest,  lower  than  the  soft  rays,  the  fin 
is  thus  distinctly  notched.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  similar,  long  and  low, 
none  of  the  rays  produced;  anal  sxiines  3,  joined  to  the  fin,  the  first 
longest.  Base  of  dorsal  and  anal  with  a sheath  of  small,  rough  scales 
extending  on  the  fin  spines  and  slightly  on  the  rays,  not  on  the  mem- 
branes; caudal  peduncle  short  and  deep,  deeper  than  long;  caudal  short, 
squarely  truncate;  ventrals  strong,  of  moderate  length,  at  lowest  point 
of  ventral  outline,  well  behind  pectorals  and  directly  below  spinous 
dorsal,  which  is  at  highest  point  of  dorsal  outline;  ventral  spine  large, 
roughened  anteriorly ; pectorals  moderate,  not  falcate.  Probably  a single 
species,  widely  distributed.  A very  singular  fish  of  uncertain  relations. 
It  is  placed  by  Giinther  among  the  Carangidw  with  Platax,  Psettus,  Psenes, 
Zanclus,  etc.,  the  natural  character  of  the  family  being  destroyed  by  the 
intrusion  of  these  diverse  forms.  We  see  no  real  resemblance  between 
Antigonia  and  any  of  the  Carangida?,  nor  does  it  seem  to  us  to  possess 
Scombroid  affinities  at  all.  It  seems  to  be  related  to  Capros,  as  Stein- 
dachner  and  Gill  have  indicated,  in  placing  Antigonia  among  the  Ca- 
proUhv.  The  union  of  the  post  temporal  with  the  skull  in  Capros  suggests 
affinity  with  Zanclus  and  Chcctodon,  a suggestion  borne  out  by  the  long 
pubic  bones.  In  its  fin  armature,  scales,  and  roughness  of  head,  Antigonia 
suggests  Priacantliiis,  to  which  genus  it  may  be  possibly  related.  Capros 
shows  some  external  resemblance  to  Zeus,  but  the  systematic  jiositiou  of 
Zeus  is  equally  uncertain.  Nothing  but  its  small,  smooth  scales  allies  Zeus 
to  the  Scombroids  and  its  singular  A'entrals  suggest  the  Berycoids.  Zeus 
has  32  vertebra;,  and  the  pubic  bones  not  elongate.  {ArziyovEia,  a city 
founded  by  Antigonus,  the  allusion  not  evident.) 
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2079.  AXTIGOXIA  CAPROS,  Lowe. 

(Shi  shidai.) 

Head  3;  deptli  (greater  with  age)  always  more  than  length  of  body; 
eye  in  head;  snout  3f.  D.  VIII,  36;  A.  Ill,  33;  V.  I,  5;  P.  13;  C.  12; 
scales  15-59-40.  Anterior  profile  of  head  steep,  but  growing  steeper  from 
the  nape  to  first  dorsal,  so  that  it  is  concave  above  eye;  base  of  dorsal 
forming  a steep  oblique  line,  corresponding  to  anterior  profile;  base  of 
anal  and  outline  of  breast  also  very  oblique;  maxillary  reaching  front  of 
eye ; 3 or  4 rows  of  scales  on  cheek ; prickles  on  chin  ; preorbital  and  other 
bones  of  head  longer  and  more  numerous  in  males;  top  of  head  covered 
with  rough  serrate  striie ; third  dorsal  spine  strong,  rough,  and  curved,  1|^ 
in  head;  first  anal  spine  about  as  long  as  eye,  to  2|  in  head;  ventral 
spine  1|;  caudal  1|.  Scales  very  rough,  much  as  in  Friacanthus.  Lateral 
line  complete,  concurrent  with  back.  Air  bladder  large.  Color  golden 
red.  Length  about  a foot.  In  rather  deep  water,  widely  distributed  in 
the  Atlantic,  and  also  in  the  Pacific  about  Japan  and  the  Ki  Islands,  and 
Manado,  if  the  Pacific  species,  Antigonia  riibesccns,  proves  to  be  identical 
with  A.  capros,  as  is  supposed.  It  lives  in  about  100  fathoms.  (Stein- 
dachner;  specimens  from  Tokio.)  {Capros,  a related  genus,  from  Hd7tpo<;, 
a grunting  sea-fish.) 

Antigonia  capros,  Lowe,  Proc.  Zotil.  Soc.  London  1813,  85,  Madeira. 

Caprophonus  aurora,  Muller  & Troschel,  Iloraj  Iclithyologica*,  iii,  p.  28,  pi.  5,  fig.  1, 
1845,  Barbados. 

Hypsinotus  rubescens,  Schleoel,  Fauna  Japonica,  Poissons,  84,  pi.  42,  fig.  2, 1847,  Omura, 
Japan. 

Antigonia  mulUH,  Kli'NZINGER,  Sitzb.  Akad.  Wiss.  Wien.,  Lxxx,  1879,  380,  pi.  G,  fig.  3, 
King  George’s  Sound. 

Antigonia  capros,  Gooue  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  229,  fig.  235,  189G. 


Suborder  SQUAMIPIXNES. 

(The  Scaly-fins.) 

Body  compressed,  covered  with  small  or  minute  ctenoid  scales;  lateral 
line  unarmed,  concurrent  with  the  back;  moutli  small,  with  slender  or 
brush-like  teeth;  opercles  armed  or  not;  nostrils  double;  gills  4,  a slit 
behind  the  fourth;  gill  membranes  united  to  the  broad  scaly  isthmus; 
pseudobranchise  present;  air  bladder  present;  dorsal  fin  long,  the  spines 
usually  well  developed,  the  soft  part  usually  more  or  less  scaly;  caudal 
usually  truncate  or  double  concave;  anal  similar  to  soft  dorsal;  ventrals 
tlioracic,  sometimes  rudimentary,  sometimes  Avith  2 spines,  the  pubic  bone 
becoming  progresvsively  elongate;  vertebra?  usually  10-f-14=24,  but  some- 
times still  further  reduced.  Basis  of  cranium  double,  with  a double  mus- 
cular tube;  post-temporal  trifurcate  or  bifurcate  in  Ejyhippidw  and  other 
transitional  forms,  as  in  the  Scorn broids  and  Percoids;  in  other  species 
firmly  united  to  the  skull,  its  structure  showing  the  usual  3 forks,  the  space 
between  them  filled  in  by  bone,  so  that  only  a foramen  is  left;  second, 
third,  and  fourth  upper  pharyngeals  small,  usually  reduced  to  vertical 
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transverse  laminsp.  Hypercoracoid  witli  median  foramen;  pectoral  with 
4 short  basal  bones.  This  group  comprises  a large  number  of  fishes,  some 
of  them  showing  analogies  with  the  Carangidae  on  the  one  hand  and  with 
certain  Percoid  fishes  on  the  other ; the  typical  forms  specialized  in  direc- 
tions leading  toward  the  Flectognathi.  The  limits  of  the  group  are  uncer- 
tain, although  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  relationshij)  of  any  of  the  genera 
here  treated.  Perhaps  several  of  the  families  currently  recognized  as 
Scombroid  belong  here.  From  the  Squamijjinnes  the  Flectognathi  are  cer- 
tainly descended.  The  close  relation  of  Batistes  to  Teuthis  admits  of  no 
doubt.  This  relationship  is  shown  in  the  osteology,  the  reduced  post- 
temporal and  coalesced  bones  of  jaws,  in  the  great  development  of  the 
pubic  bone,  in  the  restriction  of  the  gill  openings,  and  in  the  character  of 
the  scales,  especially  the  armature  of  the  tail.  In  a natural  system  the 
would  follow  the  Teuthididw  and  Sigamda\  The  Teuthidida^  and 
the  Balistidw  are  as  nearly  related  to  each  other  as  the  Ephippidce.  are  to 
the  Chcetodoniida\  {squama,  scale;  pinna,  fin.  The  group  is  called  Epelas- 
mia  by  Cope,  but  the  name  Sqnamipinnes  is  older,  and  the  Chadodontida: 
are  the  chief  constituents  of  both  groups. 

Families  of  Squamipinnes. 

a.  Post-temporal  bifurcate  or  trifurcate,  not  united  with  tbe  skull;  dorsal  fins  2;  sepa- 
rate teeth  slender,  hardly  brush-like;  maxillary  distinct.  Ephippid^,  clxiv. 
aa.  Post-temporal  apparently  simple,  firmly  united  to  the  skull,  dorsal  fin  continuous; 
ventral  rays  I,  5. 

h.  Teeth  brush-like,  setiform,  thick  set ; post-temporal  with  a foramen  which  is 
usually  fully  perforate;  carnivorous  fishes  with  the  intestinal  canal  short; 
the  caudal  peduncle  unarmed  and  the  pubic  bone  not  greatly  developed; 
maxillary  distinct. 

c.  Scales  well  developed.  CHiEXODONTiD^,  CLXV. 

cc.  Scales  reduced  to  minute  asperities ; some  of  the  dorsal  spines  filamentous. 

Zanclida^,  clxvi. 

hh.  Teeth  incisor -like,  in  a single  series ; post-temporal  with  a foramen  which 
doe.s  not  pass  through  the  bone ; scales  minute,  rough ; herbivorous  fishes 
with  the  intestinal  canal  elongate;  the  caudal  peduncle  usually  armed 
with  spines  or  tubercles ; maxillary  and  premaxillary  immovably  united ; 
post-temporal  Tiuited  with  skull;  pubic  bones  very  long,  bent,  firmly 
attached  to  each  other.  Teuthidid^,  clxaai. 

Family  CLXIV.  EPHIPPID^. 

(The  Spade-fishes.) 

Body  compressed,  usually  greatly  elevated,  the  anterior  profile  steep, 
tbe  caudal  peduncle  short.  Scales  moderate  or  small,  ctenoid,  densely 
covering  the  soft  parts  of  the  vertical  fins;  lateral  line  present,  following 
the  curve  of  the  back.  Mouth  small,  terminal,  horizontal;  premaxilla- 
ries  slightly  protractile;  maxillary  short,  without  supplemental  bone, 
partly  slipping  under  the  narrow  preorbital;  jaws  with  bands  of  slender, 
pointed,  movable,  brush-like  teeth;  nostrils  double;  preopercle  very 
finely  serrated  or  entire ; gill  membranes  broadly  attached  to  isthmus,  the 
openings  restricted  to  sides ; branchiostegals  6 or  7 ; pyloric  caeca  few  j 
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gill  rakers  very  short;  pseuclohranchise  present.  Dorsal  lins  2,  somewhat 
connected,  the  first  of  8 to  11  spines,  which  are  depressible  in  a groove; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins  anteriorly  high,  their  bases  thickened  by  the 
scales;  anal  spines  3 or  4,  short;  caudal  fin  truncate  or  doubly  concave; 
pectorals  short,  the  rays  all  branched;  ventrals  thoracic,  normally  I,  5; 
sometimes  rudimentary;  a large  accessory  scale  as  in  the  Sparidw;  air 
bladder  large,  commonly  bifurcate  in  front,  and  with  2 slender  horns 
behind.  Vertebne  10 -{-14  = 24.  Post-temporal  bifurcate  as  usual  among 
fishes,  not  joined  to  the  skull.  As  here  understood,  a group  of  aboiit  4 
genera  and  10  or  12  species,  related  to  the  Chwtodontid(v  but  showing- 
important  differences  in  the  skeleton,  which  shows  resemblances  to  both 
Scombroid  and  Sparoid  forms.  Shore  fishes  mostly  of  large  size,  in  warm 
seas,  often  valued  as  food. 

The  following  diagnosis  of  this  family  is  given  by  Dr.  Gill : Chmtodon- 
toidea  with  a wide  scaly  isthmus  extending  from  pectoral  region  to  the 
chin  and  separating  the  branchial  apertures ; spinous  partially  differen- 
tiated from  the  soft  portion  of  dorsal;  upper  jaw  scarcely  protractile; 
ethmoid  cariniform  above  (not  sunk  and  concave)  and  vomer  declivous 
(not  projecting  forward  or  refuse),  parapophyses  spiniform  and  posteriorly 
inclosing  a hiemal  canal,  and  post-temporal  bones  bifurcated.  (Ephippus, 
etc.,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  61,  1860.) 

Ephippin.®  : 

a.  First  dorsal  fin  composed  of  spines  connected  fiy  membrane,  the  tliird  spine  liighest ; 
ventrals  well  deAxloped,  I,  5. 

h.  Scales  small,  55  to  70  in  the  lateral  line.  Ch®;todipteeus,  655. 

Monodactylin®  : 

aa.  First  dorsal  fin  composed  of  short  free  spines,  the  last  one  highest;  ventrals  small 
or  rudimentary. 

c.  Ventrals  small  hut  normally  developed,  the  rays  I,  5;  body  not  deeper  than 
long.  • Parapsettus,  656. 


655.  CHiETODIPTERUS,  Lact^pede. 

Chcetodipterus,  LACtcpftDE,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  503, 1802  (plumieri  ^ faher). 

Body  much  elevated  and  compressed,  its  outline  nearly  orbicular,  the 
anterior  profile  nearly  vertical.  Scales  small,  55  to  70  in  the  course  of  the 
lateral  line.  .Jaws  altout  equal;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  teeth  on 
jaws  slender,  somewhat  movable;  preopercle  finely  serrulate.  Branchios- 
tegals  6.  Dorsal  fins  2,  somewhat  connected,  the  first  of  usually  Osjiines, 
the  third  of  which  is  elongate ; anal  spines  3,  small,  the  second  the  longest ; 
ventral  with  a large  accessory  scale.  Pyloric  cjcca  4 to  6.  American; 
distinguished  from  the  Asiatic  genus  EpMppus,  by  the  very  much  smaller 
scales,  {xociroddoy,  Chmtodon;  di<;]  two;  Ttrepov,  fin,  the  dorsal  being 
divided.) 

a.  Third  dorsal  spine  more  or  less  elevated,  especially  in  tlie  young.  Atlantic. 

FARER,  2080. 

aa.  Third  dorsal  si)ine  scarcely  higher  than  fourth,  not  more  than  J length  of  head. 

Pacific.  ZONATDS,  2081. 
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20S0.  CHETODIPTERIS  FABER  (Broussonet). 

(Axgel-fish;  Spade-fish.) 

Head  3 to  3^;  depth.  1 to  D.  VIII-I,  20;  A.  Ill,  18;  scales  60;  cjeca 
4 to  6.  Vertical  fins  low  in  the  young,  falcate  in  the  adult.  Third  dor- 
sal spine  more  than  4 head,  in  adult  about  as  long  as  from  tip  of  snout  to 
edge  of  preopercle,  its  membrane  blackish,  more  produced  in  the  young ; 
chin  with  a row  of  pores;  preorbital  nearly  as  wide  as  eye;  pectoral  con- 
siderably shorter  than  ventral,  the  first  soft  ray  of  the  latter  filamentous. 
Grayish;  a dusky  band  across  the  eye  to  the  throat;  a second  similar 
band,  broader,  beginning  in  front  of  the  dorsal  and  extending  across  base 
of  pectoral  to  the  belly ; a third  band,  narrower,  extending  to  middle  of 
sides,  from  the  base  of  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  spines ; a fourth  broader 
baud  from  the  last  dorsal  spine  to  the  anal  spines,  the  remaining  bands 
alternately  short  and  long;  all  of  these  bands  growing  obscure  and  dis- 
appearing with  age;  ventrals  black.  Length  2 to  3 feet.  Cape  Cod  to 
Rio  Janeiro;  very  abundant  on  onr  South  Atlantic  coast;  an  excellent 
food-fish,  reaching  a large  size.  Very  large  specimens,  which  we  suppose 
to  be  old  individuals,  but  which  have  been  regarded  as  a distinct  species 
{Ephipjyus  gigas,  Cuvier),  have  the  occipital  crest  and  anterior  interhiemals 
developed  in  thick  bony  masses.  Similar  changes  occur  in  the  adult  of 
Selene  and  other  Carangider.  (faher,  blacksmith;  the  species  was  called 
Faher  ynariniis  by  Sloane.) 

Faber  marinus  fere  quadratus  (the  Pilot-fish)  Sloaxe.  Xat.  Hist.  Jamaica,  n,  290,  pi.  251, 
1793,  Jamaica. 

Chcetodon  faber,  Broussoxet,  Ichth.  Decas,  1,  v,  pi.  4, 1782,  Jamaica  (Coll.  J.  Ellis) ; Caro- 
lina (Coll.  Dr.  Blagilen).  [Society  Islands,  Banks  &,  Solander.] 

Zeu^  quadratus,  Gjielix,  Syst.  Xat.,  i,  1225,  1788,  Jamaica;  after  Faber  marinus  fere 
quadratus  of  Sloaxe. 

Chcetodon  plumieri,  Bloch,  Ichthy.,pl.  211, 1793,  Martinique;  after  Ploiiee. 

Selene  quadrangularis,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Xat  Poiss..  iv,  564. 1803,  Jamaica ; after  Sloaxe. 
Chcetodon  oviformis,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.,  1. 1815,  247,  pi.  5,  fig.  4,  New  York. 
Ephippus  gigas,  Cttater,  Kegne  Anim.,  Ed.  li.  Vol  2,  191,  1829,  America;  very  old 
examples  with  swollen  occipital  crest;  GCxther.  Cat.,  ii,  61,  I860;  Holbrook,  Ichth. 
S.  Car.,  107, 1860. 

Ephippus  faher,  GCxther,  Cat.,  li,  61,  I860;  Holbrook,  Ichth.  S.  Car.,  107,  1860. 
Chcetodipterus faber,  Jordax  a Gii.bert,  Synopsis,  613,1883. 


2081.  CHETOBIPTERUS  ZONATES  (Girard). 

Dorsal  VIII-I,  18;  anal  II,  16;  scales  70.  Long  rays  of  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  4 longer  than  head.  This  species  agrees  with  Chwtodiptenis  faber  in 
nearly  all  respects.  The  chief  difterences  are  that  behind  the  great  band 
from  soft  dorsal  to  anal  in  C.  sonaius  there  are  2 other  bands ; 1 under  mid- 
dle of  soft  dorsal,  the  other  at  base  of  caudal,  both  distinct  complete 
rings;  no  other  bands.  The  third  dorsal  si)ine  is  not  very  high,  being 
only  about  4 length  of  head,  and  about  twice  height  of  the  fourth. 
Length  2 feet  or  more.  Pacific  coast  of  America,  San  Diego  to  Panama; 
rather  common  southward.  Occasionally  seen  at  Mazatlan,  several  speci- 
mens being  taken  by  us  in  the  Astillero.  It  was  found  by  Dr.  Gilbert  at 
Mazatlan  and  Panama.  The  original  type  of  the  species  came  from  San 
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Diego,  where  no  author  subsequent  to  Girard  has  seen  it.  It  is  probably 
generally  diffused  along  the  coast,  although  less  abundant  than  the  corre- 
sponding species  (Chcetodipterus  fahcr  L.)  is  in  the  Atlantic,  (zouatus, 
zoned  or  banded.) 

Ephippus  zonatus,  Girard,  Pac.  R.  R.  Snrv.,  x,  pi.  110, 1858,  San  Diego.  (Coll.  A.  Cassidy.) 
Chcetodiptents  zonatus,  Jordan,  Cat.  Fishes,  102,  1885;  Evermann  & Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mas.  1891, 160. 


656.  PARAPSETTUS,  Steindaehner. 

Parapsettus,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beit.,  iii,  50, 1875  (panamensis). 

Body  short  and  deep,  much  compressed,  the  depth  not  greater  than  the 
length.  Scales  very  small,  strongly  ctenoid,  covering  the  soft  raj  s of  the 
vertical  fins;  lateral  line  evenly  arched.  Snout  short,  vertically  truncate 
at  tip;  mouth  small;  teeth  close  set,  slender  and  sharp,  in  3 or  4 rows,  the 
outer  slightly  larger.  Opercles  unarmed.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  long  and 
high,  the  tips  falcate;  spinous  dorsal  represented  by  9 short  free  spines, 
scarcely  rising  aliove  the  surface  of  the  scales ; anal  with  3 very  small 
spines.  Pectorals  short;  ventrals  small,  I,  5;  caudal  double  concave,  the 
outer  lobe  pointed,  the  median  lobe  rounded.  One  species.  This  genus 
differs  from  the  East  Indian  Monodactyhis  {—Fsettns  Cuvier  & Yaleuci- 
eunes)  in  having  the  ventral  fins  perfect  and  the  body  not  excessively 
deep.  The  relations  of  this  genus  seem  to  us  evidently  with  the  Epliip- 
pida>,  rather  than  with  the  Scombroids,  among  which  Monodactylus  has  been 
generally  placed.  But  Capros  and  Antiyonia  are  not  far  distant  from  it. 
{ncxpd,  near;  Psettus,  from  ipf/rra,  a flatfish,  turbot.) 

2082.  PAR.tPSETTUS  PA\AME\SIS,  Steindachner. 

Head  3;  depth  14.  D.  IX,  28;  A.  Ill,  24;  P.  18.  Form  of  Chatodipterus 
faher;  the  snout  very  blunt,  the  lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  reaching 
middle  of  eye;  eye  longer  than  snout,  4 in  head.  Last  dorsal  spine 
as  long  as  eye,  as  long  as  third  anal  spine;  longest  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal 
as  long  as  head,  last  ray  of  dorsal  and  anal  shortest,  the  posterior  part  of 
fin  rounded;  caudal  slightly  longer  than  head;  pectoral  slightly  shorter 
than  head;  first  soft  ray  of  ventral  filiform,  twice  length  of  last,  2 in 
head.  Color  silvery  gray,  paler  below;  base  of  caudal  yellowish,  with 
brown  dots.  Panama  (Steindachuer) ; rare;  several  specimens  latel}^ 
obtained  by  Dr.  Gilbert. 

Parapsettus  panamensis,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beit.,  in,  51, 1875,  with  an  excellent  figure, 
Panama. 


Family  CLXV.  CIIAETODONTID^.* 

(The  Butterfly-fishes.) 

Body  strongly  compressed,  elevated,  suborbicular  in  outline,  covered 
with  moderate-sized  or  small  scales,  which  are  finely  ciliated  or  nearly 

* For  a review  of  the  genera  and  species  of  Chietodontidie  of  North  America  see  paper 
by  Eigenmann  & Horning,  in  Annals  N.  Y.  Ac.  Sci.,  iv,  1887, 1-18. 
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smooth;  lateral  line  present,  concurrent  -svith  the  hack,  not  extending  on 
the  caudal  fin  ; month  small,  protractile,  terminal;  maxillary  very  short, 
irregular  in  form,  divided  in  tw  o by  a longitudinal  suture;  ux^per  part  of 
skull  solid,  occipital  crest  strong;  post-temporal  firmly  joined  to  the 
skull,  its  form  really  trifurcate  though  apx^earing  simi^le,  the  interspaces 
between  the  forks  filled  in  by  bone  so  that  only  a foramen  is  left;  last 
bone  of  suborbital  ring  firmly  joined  to  the  x>reoperculum ; teeth  brush- 
like or  setiform,  often  extremely  long,  in  narrow  bands  in  the  jaws;  no 
teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  no  canines,  molars,  or  incisors;  eyes  lateral, 
of  moderate  size ; branchiostegals  6 or  7 ; pseudobranchiae  very  large : air 
bladder  present.  Gill  membranes  more  or  less  attached  to  the  isthmus; 
gill  rakers  very  small.  Dorsal  fin  single,  continuous,  its  rays  sometimes 
filamentous,  its  soft  part  as  well  as  the  soft  part  of  the  anal  densely  cov- 
ered with  small  scales;  anal  similar  to  the  soft  dorsal  with  3 or  4 spines; 
ventrals  thoracic,  I,  5 ; caudal  usually  truncate,  V ertebrje  10  14  = 24,  the 
anterior  abbreviated;  insertion  of  the  ribs  inferior  ; post-temporal  usually 
reduced,  and  not  bifurcate.  Carnivorous  fishes  of  the  tropical  seas,  noted 
for  their  singular  forms,  bright  colors,  and  great  activity.  Genera  8 to  10 ; 
species  about  180,  most  of  Them  belonging  to  Chatodon  and  Fomacanihus. 
The  excessive  quickness  of  sense  and  motion  enable  these  fishes  to  main- 
tain themselves  in  the  struggle  for  existence  in  the  close  competition  of 
the  coral  reefs  notwithstanding  their  bright  colors.  The  young  are  very 
difierent  from  the  adult,  and  pass  through  a stage  termed  Tholkhthys  in 
which  the  membranes  are  greatly  developed,  forming  collars  and  sheaths 
about  head  and  neck.  (Squamijnnnes,  part,  Giinther,  Cat.,  ii,  1-57,  1860.) 

CHJETODOXXrS^ : 

a.  Preopercle  Tmarmed;  dorsal  spines  not  graduated,  some  of  the  median  spines  longer 
than  the  last  spines;  scales  comparatively  large  (young  with  the  Tholichthys 
form). 

b.  Snout  (nasals,  palatines,  etc.)  with  premaxillaries.  articular,  and  dentary  hones 
much  produced,  heak-like;  cleft  of  mouth,  with  maxiUaries,  short;  lateral  line 
ceasing  under  soft  dorsah 

c.  Dorsal  spines  12  or  13;  soft  rays  about  20  (19  to  23). 

d.  Scales  large ; beak  moderate.  Pbogxathodes,  657. 

dd.  Scales  small,  about  75  in  horizontal  series : beak  very  long. 

Forcipigek,  658. 

bb.  Snout  little  if  at  all  produced;  dorsal  spines  usually  12  to  14;  not  graduated, 
some  of  the  middle  ones  highest;  anal  spines  3.  CajvTODOX,  659. 

POMACAXmtX^ : 

aa.  Preopercle  armed  at  its  angle  with  a very  strong  spine,  which  is  sometimes  grooved. 

e.  Interopercle  unarmed;  vertical  limb  of  preojiercle  above  spine  entire  or  nearly 
SO;  dorsal  fin  with  8 to  11  spines,  its  soft  rays  23  to  32.  Pomacanthus.  660. 
ee.  Interopercle  short  and  broad,  armed  with  1 to  4 strong  spines;  preopercle  ser- 
rate or  spinous;  dorsal  spines  about  14,  graduated,  the  last  one  longest; 
scales  rather  small ; isthmus  very  narrow. 

Tertical  limb  of  preopercle  simply  serrate,  with  10  to  30  small  teeth;  body 
oblong,  rather  robust.  Holacaxthus,  661. 

jf.  Vertical  limb  of  preopercle  with  3 to  9 conspicuous  spines;  body  ovate, 
much  compressed.  Axgelichthts,  662. 
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657.  PROGNATHODES,  Gill. 

Prognathodes,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  238  {pelta=aculeatu8 ; name  only). 

This  genus  is  intermediate  between  Chelmon  and  Chcetodon,  having  the 
produced  snout  of  the  former  and  a tin  formula  more  like  that  usually 
seen  in  the  latter.  Scales  large.  One  species  known.  {7tpd,  before; 
yvdBo<;,  jaw;  eiSoi,  likeness.) 

2083.  PROGNATHODES  ACULEATUS  (Poey). 

Head  3;  depth  2.  D.  XIII,  19;  A.  Ill,  15;  scales  8-40-19.  Snout  mod- 
erately produced,  about  i length  of  head;  profile  steep,  concave.  Maxil- 
lary reaching  to  middle  of  snout.  Angle  of  preopercle  rounded,  minutely 
serrate.  Dorsal  spines  long  and  very  strong;  fourth  spine  2 in  depth; 
membrane  between  spines  deeply  notched;  soft  anal  higher  than  soft 
dorsal,  their  basal  halves  alone  scaled;  caudal  truncate.  Uniform  reddish 
brown,  with  shining  longitudinal  streaks,  following  the  series  of  scales; 
spinous  dorsal  and  its  base  blackish;  soft  dorsal  bordered  with  orange; 
other  fins  yellowish  or  colorless ; border  of  opercle  orange ; ocular  band 
dark,  narrower  than  eye,  without  paler  border,  not  extending  below  eye. 
(Gunther.)  West  Indies.  Known  only  from  the  accounts  of  Gunther  and 
Poey.  (aculeatus,  spine.) 

Chelmon  aculeatus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  202,  July,  1860,  Havana. 

Ghelmo  pelta,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  38,  September,  1860,  locality  unkno-wn. 

Prognathodes  aculeatus.  Poey,  Synopsis,  354,  1868 ; Eigensiann  & Horning,  Ann.  N.  T. 

Ac.  Sci.,  IV,  1887, 2. 

658.  FORCIPIGER,  .Jordan  & McGregor. 

Forcipiger,  Jordan  & McGregor,  new  genus  (longirostris). 

This  genus  difiers  from  Chelmon,  Cuvier,  in  the  long  and  high  spinous 
dorsal,  which  is  composed  of  12  stout  spines  (9  in  Chelmon).  The  snout, 
as  in  Chelmon,  is  very  long  and  slender,  bearing  the  short,  forcep-like 
jaws  at  the  end.  From  Prognathodes,  a genus  still  more  closely  related, 
Forcipiger  differs  in  the  small  scales,  there  being  about  75  in  a horizontal 
senes.  Pacific  Ocean.  Two  closely  related  species  known — F.  longirostris 
(Cuvier  & Valenciennes)  from  the  East  Indies,  and  the  following,  (forceps, 
tweezers ; gero,  I bear. ) 

2084.  FORCIPIGER  FLAVISSIMUS,  Jordan  <fc  McGregor,  new  species. 

Head  2|;  depth  2;  eye  6^^  in  head.  U.  XII,  22;  A.  Ill,  17;  snout  1|  in 
head.  Body  short,  strongly  compressed,  its  outline  angular;  anterior 
profile  very  steep,  concave.  IMouth  small,  at  the  tip  of  the  projecting 
snout;  cleft  of  mouth  1|  111  eye.  Scales  quite  small,  ctenoid,  9-75-35, 
irregularly  placed,  smaller  on  head  and  bases  of  fins,  the  rows  along  lateral 
line  parallel  with  it  only  anteriorly,  those  below  run  horizontally  on  lower 
parts  of  the  body  and  irregularly  upward  and  backward  above;  lateral 
line  concurrent  with  the  back.  Dorsal  spines  extremely  strong,  fifth 
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spine  If  in  head,  longest  soft  rays  in  head ; caudal  2^  in  head,  slightly 
lunate,  upper  lobe  longer;  third  anal  spine  very  long,  much  longer  than 
second.  If  in  head;  pectoral  If  in  head;  ventral  If  in  head.  Color  bright 
orange,  deepest  at  base  of  dorsal;  head  and  nape  abruptly  black  to  level 
of  lower  point  of  eye,  below  this  point  reddish  pearly;  breast  and  lower 
jaw  nearly  white;  preorbital  bones  jialer  than  cheeks,  which  are  mottled 
with  brownish;  median  region  of  top  of  head  paler;  pectoral  slightly 
dusky;  dorsal  and  anal  colored  like  bodj^,  the  last  rays  of  anal  Avith  a 
large  black  blotch,  A^ertically  oblong,  its  longest  diameter  a little  greater 
than  diameter  of  eye,  not  ocellated  as  in  F.  longirostris  ; soft  rays  of  dorsal 
and  anal  blackish  at  tip,  the  Aery  edge  pale;  caudal  abruptly  blackish. 
This  species  is  extremely  close  to  F.  longirostris,  which  is  common  in  the 
East  Indies.  The  American  species  differs,  however,  in  the  deeper  body 
and  the  much  larger  anal  spot,  which  is  almost  round  in  the  East  Indian 
species.  Rocky  Islands,  off  the  Avest  coast  of  Mexico;  numerous  speci- 
mens from  Clarion  and  Socorro  islands,  6 to  8 inches  in  length,  (flavissi- 
mus,  Yei'j  yellow.) 

Forcipiger  flavissimus,  Jordan  & McGregor  MS.,  Clarion  and  Socorro  islands,  Revil- 
lagigedo  Archipelago.  (Type,  No.  5709,  L.  S.  Jr.  TJniv.  Mus.  Coll.  Richard  C.  Mc- 
Gregor.) 


t 


659.  CH^TODON*  (Artedi)  Linnains. 

(Butterfly-fishes.  ) 

Chcetodon,  Artedi,  Genera,  51, 1738  (numerous  species,  the  first  one  mentioned  belonging 
to  Fomacanthus ; nonbinomial). 

Tetragonoptrus,  Klein,  Historia  Piscium,  37,  1744  (many  species;  striatus,  etc.:  non- 
binomial). 

Chcetodon.  L1NN.EUS,  Systema  Natural,  Ed.  x,  272, 1758  (includes  all  knoAvn  Chcetodontidce) . 

Chcetodon,  Cua'IER,  Eegne  Animal,  Ed.  ii,  Vol.  2,  189,  1829  (striatus,  capistratus;  first 
restriction  of  the  name  to  the  present  group). 

Fabdophorus,  Swainson,  Class'n  Fishes,  ii,  21,  1839  (ephippium). 

Citharoedxis,  Kaup,  "Wiegmann’s  Archiv,  1860  {meyeri). 

Linophora,  Kaup,  Wiegmann’s  Archiv,  1860  (auriga). 

Sarothrodus,  (xILL,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  238  {Chcetodon  Cuvier,  nee  Artedi ; 
offered  as  a substitute  for  Chcetodon,  the  latter  name  being  transferred  to  Pomacan- 
thus). 

Tholichthys,  Gunther,  Ann.  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  1868,  457  {osseus;  larval  form). 

Tetragonoptrus,  Bleeker,  Rev.  Famille  Cluetodontoides,  52,  1877  {striatus). 

Chcetodontops,  Bleeker,  l.c.,53, 1877  {collaris). 

Hemichcetodon,  Bleeker,  1.  c.,  53, 1877  {capistratus). 

Lepidochcetodon,  Bleeker,  c.,54, 1877  {uniniaculatus). 

Oonochcetodon,  Bleeker,  l.c.,5ir,  1877  {tnangulum). 

Chcetodon,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  614,  1883  (restriction  to  capistratus). 

Anisochcetodon,  Klunzinger,  Fische  des  Rothen  Meeres,  54,  1884  {auriga). 


* The  Linnman  genus,  Chcetodon,  is  based  on  various  species,  chiefly  of  this  family,  the 
Pomacentridoe  and  Teuthididce.  Forskal,  in  1775,  removed  the  latter  elements  to  form 
his  subgenera  Abude/du/ and  Acantliurus ; Fomacanthus  and  Jfoiacani/ms  were  removed 
by  Lacepede,  and  by  Cuvier  the  genus  was  limited  essentially  to  its  present  boundaries. 
One  of  the  two  Linmean  species,  striatus  and  cajnstratus , mentioned  by  Cuvier  must  be 
regarded  as  the  type  of  Chcetodon.  Of  these  striatus  was  chosen  as  type  of  Tetragonop 
terus,  which  would  apparently  leaAm  capistratus  as  the  type  of  Chcetodon.  The  use  by 
Bleeker  of  Chcetodon  for  Pomacanthus  is  justified  only  by  the  peculiar  rules  of  nomencla- 
ture adopted  by  Bleeker.  This  code  recognized  pre  Linnaean  genera,  and  made  the  first 
species  mentioned  under  a new  generic  name  as  the  type  of  it. 
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Body  sliort,  deep,  very  strongly  compressed,  especially  above  and  behind  ; 
bead  small,  compressed,  almost  everywhere  scaly;  month  very  small, 
terminal,  the  jaws  provided  with  long,  slender,  flexible,  bristle-like  teeth; 
vomer  sometimes  with  teeth;  preoperculum  entire  or  nearly  so,  without 
spine.  Dorsal  fin  single,  continuous,  not  notched,  the  spinous  part  longer 
than  the  soft  part,  of  about  13  spines,  the  spines  not  graduated,  some 
of  the  middle  ones  being  longer  than  the  last;  last  rays  of  soft  dorsal 
usually  rapidly  shortened,  some  of  them  occasionally  filamentous  (in  East 
Indian  species);  caudal  peduncle  short,  the  caudal  fin  fan-shaped;  anal 
similar  to  soft  dorsal,  preceded  by  3 or  4 strong  spines.  Body  covered 
with  rather  large  ctenoid  scales,  somewhat  irregular  in  their  arrangement; 
the  lateral  line  curved,  high,  parallel  with  the  back.  Gill  openings  rather 
narrow,  the  membranes  narrowly  joined  to  the  isthmus;  branchiostegals 
6.  A very  large  genus  of  singular  and  beautiful  fishes,  abounding  in  the 
tropical  seas,  especially  about  volcanic  rocks  and  coral  reefs;  most  of 
them  have  the  body  crossed  by  transverse  black  bars.  They  are  all  very 
active,  feeding  on  small  animals.  (;);azr7/,  bristle;  odor)?,  tooth.) 


a.  Scales  ou  trunk  all  subequal,  their  posterior  margins  regularly  rounded.  Xone  of 

the  rays  of  the  soft  dorsal  produced. 

Ch^todontops  {Choitodon;  appearance): 

b.  Series  of  scales  below  axis  of  body  running  obliquely  upward  and  backward,  the  low- 

est becoming  more  or  less  horizontal. 

c.  Ocular  band  extending  from  nape  only  to  eye;  a transverse  band  between  eyes. 

NIGRIROSTRIS,  2085. 

cc.  Ocular  band  extending  from  nape  beyond  eye  across  the  cheek  and  interopercle. 

d.  Base  of  soft  dorsal  with  a large  black  spot,  not  ocellated. 

OCELLATUS,  208G. 

dd.  Base  of  soft  dorsal  without  black  spot. 

e.  numeral  band  present.  humeralis,  2087. 

ee.  Humeral  band  absent. 

/.  Bod}'  with  a dark  band  between  dorsal  and  anal,  no  caudal 
ocellus. 

g.  Ocular  band  edged  with  yellowish  or  whitish  above,  soft 
dorsal  ami  anal  with  much  black,  sedentarius,  2088. 
gg.  Ocular  baud  jet-black,  not  white  edged;  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  without  black.  aya,  2089. 

ff.  Body  without  black  cross  bairds,  the  ocular  band  only  present; 
an  ocellus  on  caudal  peduncle.  at.eniatus,  2090. 


Ch^todon  : 


hb.  Series  of  scales  below  axis  of  body  extending  downward  and  backward,  forming  an 
angle  with  those  above,  each  series  marked  by  a continuous  black  streak. 
h.  Body  without  ocelli,  crossed  by  dark  bands.  striatus,  2091. 

hh.  Body  with  a large  black  ocellus  below  soft  dorsal.  capistratus,  2092. 

hhh.  Body  Avith  2 ocelli,  a large  one  on  caudal  peduncle  and  a smaller  one  on  first 
8 or  9 soft  rays  of  dorsal.  bricei,  2093. 


Subgenus  CHiETODONTOPS,  Bleeker. 

2085.  CH.ETODOX  MtJRIROSTUIS  (Gill). 

D.  XII,  24;  A.  Ill,  20;  scales  44.  Body  deep,  the  depth  If  in  extreme 
length  ; snout  little  produced,  its  length  less  than  that  of  eye;  ocular  baud 
extending  from  dorsal  only  to  eye,  not  across  the  cheek;  muzzle  with  a 
3030 28 
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blackish  band;  a transverse  band  between  the  eyes,  much  narrower  than 
eye ; a band  between  dorsal  fin  and  interorbital  area,  descending  to  tem- 
ples and  bordered  with  whitish ; another  across  dorsal  fin,  caudal  peduncle, 
and  near  margin  of  anal,  the  anterior  margin  of  which  extends  from  the 
base  of  the  anterior  soft  rays  to  axilla  of  anal  fin ; caudal,  produced  part 
of  dorsal,  margin  of  anal,  and  all  of  pectoral  and  ventral  fins  pale.  Cape 
San  Lucas;  only  the  original  types  known,  (niger,  black;  rostrum,  beak.) 

Sarothrodus  ni'jrirostris.  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 243,  Cape  San  Lucas.  Coll. 
Xantu.s.) 

Chcetodonnigrirostnis,JORVAy  6c  Gilbert,  Proc.  P.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882,  365;  Eigexmaxn  &. 
Horning,  1.  c.,  7, 1887. 

2086.  CH.ETODOX  OCELLATUS,  Bloch. 

(PA.RCHE;  ISABELITA  DE  LA  ALTO.) 

Head  3;  depth  lA.  D.  XII  or  XIII,  20;  A.  Ill,  16;  scales  6-34-15,  31  in 
a median  series.  Body  subrhomboidal,  the  anterior  jirofile  concave;  snout 
somewhat  produced,  longer  than  eye  in  adult;  lateral  line  extending  to 
below  posterior  third  of  soft  dorsal ; dorsal  and  anal  fins  angulated  behind. 
Color  golden  gray ; a large  nonocellated  black  spot  on  base  of  soft  dorsal, 
an  indistinct  band  extending  vertically  from  this  spot  to  base  of  anal ; a 
small  black  spot  on  tip  of  soft  dorsal  (not  present  in  young) ; ocular  band 
narrower  than  eye,  extending  from  in  front  of  dorsal  through  eye  and 
over  interopercle ; no  humeral  band;  a black  spot  on  opercle  above.  West 
Indian  fauna;  common  at  Havana,  the  young  straying  northward  in  the 
Gulf  Stream  to  New  Jersey  and  Ehode  Island,  {ocellatiis,  with  eye-like 
si^ots.) 

Chcetodon  ocellatua,  Bloch,  Ichthologia.  pi.  211,  fig.  2, 1787. 

Chcetodon  bimacidatus,  Bloch,  Ichthologia,  pi.  219,  fig.  1,  1790;  Cuauer  6c  Valenciennes, 
Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  VII.  67, 1831;  Poey,  Memorias,  il,  371,  I860;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  9,  I860; 
Jordan  6c  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  940, 1883. 

Sarothrodus  maculocinctus*  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 99,  Newport,  R.  I.;  young. 
Sarothrodus  awpZcortcodi.'!,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  63, 1875,  Cuba;  young. 

Chcetodon  macidocinctus,  Jordan  6c  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  616, 1883. 

Chcetodon  ocellatus,  Eigenmann  6c  Horning,  ?.  c.,  7, 1887. 


2087.  IHETODOV  H13IERAL1S,  Gunther 


(Muneca;  Doll  Fish.) 

Head  3;  depth  lA;  eye  3.  D.  XIII,  20;  A.  Ill,  17 ; scales  6-30-17.  Body 
deep,  the  liack  elevated,  the  jirofile  steep  and  slightly  concave  or  straight; 
snout  very  slightly  produced,  shorter  than  eye.  Scales  rather  large ; all 


‘^Chcetodon  rnacxdocinctus  (Gill).  Head  2|;  depth  IJ.  D.  XII,  19;  A.  Ill,  17.  Body 
suhorhicular,  closely  compressed;  profile  steep,  concave,  the  short  snout  projecting; 
mouth  very  small,  maxillary  not  reaching  the  vertical  from  the  anterior  nostril ; caudal 
peduncle  very  short ; lateral  line  beginning  at  upper  angle  of  opercle,  running  obliquely 
upward  to  opposite  the  base  of  soft  dorsal  and  then  decurved,  ending  opposite  extremity 
of  soft  dorsal.  Olivaceous,  darker  above;  a dark-brown  band  from  beginning  of  dorsal 
fin  obliquely  forward  through  eye  and  across  the  cheeks;  a second  bar  beginning  in  a 
blotch  on  soft  dorsal,  runs  vertically  across  the  body.  Atlantic  coast  in  the  Gulf  Stream; 
doubtless  the  young  of  Chcetodon  ocellatui. 
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in  series  running  upward  and  backward,  the  series  not  marked  by 'contin- 
uous black  streaks,  either  plain  or  with  dusky  spots;  lateral  line  extend- 
ing to  below  posterior  end  of  soft  dorsal.  Color  golden  gray;  the  black 
ocular  baud  narrower  than  eye,  edged  with  pale,  extending  from  nape 
across  eye  and  over  cheek  and  iuteropercle ; humeral  band  present,  broader 
than  eye,  extending  from  front  of  spinous  dorsal  through  base  of  pectoral 
to  ventral;  a broad  band  from  last  dorsal  spines  to  base  of  anal;  soft  dor- 
sal and  anal  Avith  a dark  band  parallel  with  the  margin;  3 dark  bauds 
across  caudal  peduncle  at  base  of  fin;  caudal  fin  Avith  a faint  band;  ven- 
trals  dark ; pectoral  and  edges  of  vertical  fins  pale.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical 
America  from  Guaynias  to  Panama  ;*  a ery  common,  especially  about  rocks. 
Length  8 inches.  A handsome  little  fish,  (humeralis,  pertaining  to  the 
shoulder  from  the  broad  humeral  band.) 

Chcetodo7i  hurneralis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  19, 1860,  Sandwich  Islands  (by  error) ; Gunther, 
Fishes  Central  America,  419,  pi.  65,  fig.  3,  1866 ; Eigenmann  <fc  Horning,  1.  c.  8,  1887 ; 
Ea^ermann  (fc  Jenkixs,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1891, 160. 

20SS.  ( H ETODOX  SEDEMAUIl  S,  Poej  . 

HeadS.t;  depth  If.  1).  XIII,  23;  A.  Ill,  19;  scales  7-38-17.  Body  rather 
deep,  the  back  elevated;  snout  subconical,  somewhat  i>roduced,  scarcely 
as  long  as  eye,  the  profile  concave.  Dorsal  and  anal  somewhat  rounded 
behind.  Kows  of  scales  extending  upward  and  backAvard  on  upper  parts 
of  body,  those  above  most  oblique,  those  of  sides  of  belly  mostly  nearly 
horizontal;  no  dark  streaks  along  scales.  Body  yellowish,  dusky  above; 
ocular  band  dusky,  Amry  broad  aboA’e,  narrower  below,  edged  with  Avhit- 
ish  above  in  front,  and  broadly  margined  Avith  yelloAA'  behind  aboA  e, 
continued  below  across  the  iuteropercle,  the  edgings  merging  beloAV  to 
silvery;  a Aery  broad  dark-brown  vertical  baud  from  extremity  of  dorsal 
across  tail  OA  er  posterior  half  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal,  edged  behind  with 
Avhite;  caudal  and  veutrals  pale.  West  Indies;  rather  scarce ; our  speci- 
meu  taken  by  the  Albatross  at  St.  Lucia,  (sedentarius,  (juiet,  prone  to  sit.) 

Chcetodon  sedentarius,  Poey,  ^Memorias,  ii,  203,  1860,  Cuba;  Eigenmann  & Horning,  1.  c., 
8,  1887. 

Chcetodon  gracilis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  li,  20,  1860,  Caribbean  Sea;  West  Indies. 

Sarothrodus  sedentaHus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  364,  1868. 

20sn.  CH.ETODOX  A\  A,  Jordan. 

Head  2^;  depth  If;  snout  2f  in  head.  D.  XII,  18;  A.  Ill,  17;  scales 
9-36-17.  Body  short  and  dee]),  strongly  compressed.  Snout  narrow, 
sharp,  cousiderablj’  produced,  its  outline  forming  in  front  of  eye  a sharp 
angle  with  the  profile  of  the  head;  anterior  profile  steep  and  straight 
from  before  eye  to  first  dorsal  spine;  eye  large,  about  as  long  as  snout 
(in  young),  a little  longer  than  post-orbital  part  of  head.  Dorsal  fin 
high,  the  second  spine  highest,  A’ery  strong,  as  long  as  head;  soft  dorsal 

* Erroneously  attributed  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  by  Hr.  Giintber;  the  types  probably 
from  Panama. 
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high,  higher  than  the  posterior  si^ines,  the  longest  rays  about  i head;  anal 
similar  to  soft  dorsal,  its  second  spine  stouter  than  third,  and  about  equal 
to  it  in  length,  about  ^ length  of  head ; caudal  iin  somewhat  rounded,  1^ 
in  head;  ventrals  not  quite  reaching  anal;  pectorals  still  shorter.  Seales 
of  moderate  size,  the  soft  parts  of  the  A'ertical  hns  less  scaly  than  usual; 
lateral  line  running  very  high  and  ceasing  abruptly  under  first  ray  of  soft 
dorsal.  Color  in  spirits,  light  yellowish,  Avith  2 oblique  jet-black  cross 
bands,  and  no  other  spots  or  ocelli,  first  band  inAmlving  first  and  second 
dorsal  spines,  then  extending  downward  and  forward,  close  behind  the 
line  of  the  profile  and  across  the  eye  and  across  the  cheek,  where  it  is 
fainter;  this  band  a little  narrower  than  the  eve;  the  second  band  more 
than  twice  as  broad  as  the  first,  beginning  abruptly  AA'ith  nearly  all  the 
membrane  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  spines,  coA^ering  the  fifth  spine 
from  its  base  to  near  its  tip;  the  j)Osterior  border  of  the  black  band 
extending  from  near  the  tip  of  the  fourth  spine  in  a straight  line  across 
the  dorsal  fin  and  the  body  to  near  the  base  of  the  last  anal  ray ; the 
anterior  margin  runs  in  a slightly  concaA'^e  line  from  the  base  of  the  fourth 
spine  to  the  middle  of  the  base  of  the  anal;  the  lower  border  follows  the 
base  of  the  anal  fin  without  including  any  of  it;  this  l)and  broadest  on 
the  dorsal  fin  and  gradually  narrows  downward;  middle  line  of  forehead 
with  a dusky  shade ; no  dark  on  soft  dorsal,  caudal,  caudal  peduncle,  anal, 
pectorals,  A^entrals,  or  opercles.  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  rather  deep  water ; the 
type  inches  long,  taken  from  the  stomach  of  Xeorna’uis  ay  a on  the 
Snapper  Banks,  {aya,  specific  name  of  the  fish  {Xeomcvnis  aya)  in  Avhose 
stomach  the  type  sj)ecinien  Avas  found.) 

(7/^^e^odo?^  rt  (/a,  Jordan,  Proc.  I^.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  225,  Snapper  Banks,  near  Pensacola, 
Florida  (Type,  No.  37747.  Coll.  Jordan  & Stearns);  Eigenmann  Horning,  1.  c.,  8, 
1887. 


2090.  CILETODOX  AT.ENIATl’S  (Poey). 

Body  OA'al,  the  depth  2 in  total  length;  eye  3^  in  head  (3  in  young 
of  1 inch) ; scales  not  in  series,  having  contrar}*  directions  as  in  Chwtodon 
capistratus;  scales  in  lateral  line  35,  the  series  ending  at  end  of  dorsal. 
Color  steel  gray;  fins  yellowish;  ocular  baud  present,  but  no  other  cross 
liands;  below  end  of  lateral  line  and  aboA’^e  middle  of  caudal  peduncle  a 
black  ocellus  smaller  than  in  Chwtodon  capistratus.  HaA'ana  (Poey) ; known 
from  one  A'ery  young  specimen,  unless  Chwtodon  unicolor  is  the  same  spe- 
cies, as  is  probable,  {a-,  without;  raivia,  ribbon  or  band.) 

Sarothrodus  atceniatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  353,  1868,  Havana. 

/ Chcetodon  unicolor,  * Sacwage,  Bull.  Sci.  Philom.,  iv,  222, 1880,  Martinique.  (Coll.  Belan- 
ger.) 


* The  following  is  the  original  description  of  Chcetodon  unicolor : D.  XIII,  19 ; A.  Ill,  15 ; 
lat.  40.  Hauteur  du  corps  contenue  deux  fois  dans  la  longueur.  Museau  pointu,  un  peu 
plus  long  que  le  diametre  de  I’oeil ; preopercule  dentele.  Corps  de  colour  hrune  uniforme, 
rembruni  sur  le  dos;  une  bande  oculaire  etroite;  extremite  de  la  dorsale  molle  et  de  I’an- 
ale  de  couleur  claire;  ventrales  gris^tres.  Longeur  0.80  m.  Martinique.  Belanger. 
(unicolor,  one-colored.) 
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2091.  CILETODON  STRIATUS,  Liimjcus. 

(Butterfly.) 

Head 3;  depth  U;  eye3f.  D.  XII  or  XI,  21;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  8-10-16.  Body 
ovate,  compressed,  the  anterior  profile  somewhat  concave.  Soft  dorsal  and 
anal  somewhat  angulate  behind;  snout  little  produced,  very  little  longer 
than  eye.  Series  of  scales  above  lateral  line  running  upward  and  back- 
ward, less  straight  than  in  Chwtodon  capistratus,  above  and  below  with  a 
continuous  black  streak,  which  is  conspicuous,  the  streaks  somewhat 
undulate,  converging  backward.  Series  of  scales  below  axis  of  body  run- 
ning downward  and  backward,  more  nearly  horizontal  than  in  Chwtodon 
capistratus.  Side  whitish,  Avith  narrow  dark  lines  between  the  rows  of 
scales;  a black  stripe  from  occiput  through  eye  to  lower  side  of  head;  a 
broad,  dusky  band  from  anterior  part  of  dorsal  across  sides  behind  pectoral 
and  ventral,  not  hiding  the  longitudinal  markings;  another  similar  one 
from  posterior  part  of  spinous  dorsal  to  and  across  middle  of  anal ; an  olive 
band  across  caudal  peduncle  and  fins  adjacent;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  light 
at  base,  a broad  oliA^e  band  through  middle,  this  edged  Avith  black,  the  tips 
narrowly  yellowish;  caudal  similar,  but  with  an  additional  colorless  mar- 
gin; oliA^e  mottlings  at  base  of  caudal;  pectoral  colorless ; ventral  plain, 
dusky,  lighter  at  base;  sometimes  a large,  ill-defined,  rosy  blotch  behind 
pectoral.  West  Indies  to  Brazil,  rather  common ; our  specimen  from  Bahia. 
(stria tus,  striped.) 

Chcetodon  macrolejndotus,  lineis  utrinque  trihvs  nigris  latis,  Artedi,  Synopsis,  95, 1738;  no 
locality. 

Labrusrostro  rejlexo  f asciis  lateralibus  tribus  fuscis,  Linx^EUS,  Aracen.  Ac.,  i,  595, 1749 ; after 
Artedi. 

Cha’todon  striatus,  LiNxa^us,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  x,  275,  1758,  India  (after  Chcetodon  macrolepi- 
dotvs,  etc.,  Artedi);  Cuvier  <fc  Valenxtennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vii,  10,  1831;  Poey, 
Memorias,  ii,  371, 1860 ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  8, 1860 ; Eigenmann  & Horning,  1.  c.,  8, 1887. 
Sarothrodus  striatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  352, 1868. 


Subgenus  CH.®TODON. 

2092.  CILETODOX  CAPISTU-iTCS,  Linnaeus. 

(Parch  6.) 

Head  3jr;  depth  If.  D.  XIII  (or  XII),  19;  A.  Ill,  17;  scales  6-42-17. 
Body  not  Axry  deep,  the  back  moderately  elevated,  the  anterior  profile 
someAvhat  concaA^e;  snout  someAvhat  produced,  as  long  as  the  eye;  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  fins  angulated  behind;  dorsal  spines  rather  slender; 
scales  rather  large,  their  arrangement  peculiar,  those  above  the  level  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  eye  placed  in  straight  series  Avhich  run  upward  and 
backAvard,  those  beloAA'  this  line  in  series  running  similarly  downward  and 
backward,  each  smies  of  scales  being  sliarply  marked  by  a continuous 
blackish  streak  on  the  skin  underneath  the  scales.  Ocular  baud  black, 
edged  on  both  sides  with  white,  much  narrower  than  eye,  and  extending 
across  eye  and  cheek,  the  2 meeting  on  the  nape;  a very  large  jet-black 
spot,  f broader  than  eye,  broadly  ocellated  with  Avhitish  on  body  below 
soft  dorsal;  soft  anal  and  caudal  each  with  a brown  band  becoming  black 
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on  eacli  edge,  the  one  on  caudal  most  distinct;  the  edges  of  vertical  fins 
abruptly  pale.  Length  6 inches.  West  Indies,  generally  common;  our 
specimens  examined  from  Havana.  A most  beautiful  little  fish,  (capi- 
stratuSf  wearing  a bridle  or  headdress.) 

Chcetodon  capistmtus,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  275, 1758,  India;  on  a specimen  in  Mus. 

Adolpli-Frederici ; Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vii,  64, 1831 ; Gunther, 

Cat.,  II,  12,  I860;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  940, 1883;  Eigenmann  & Horning,  1.  c. 

9, 1887. 

Sarothrodun  capistratus,  POEY,  Ennmeratio,  62, 1875. 

2093.  rH.ETODOX  BIlICEl,  H.  M.  Sniitli. 

Head  about  3;  depth  11;  eye  large,  2§  in  head.  D.  XIII,  20;  A.  Ill,  18; 
scales  6-40-17.  Body  short,  deep,  and  much  compressed;  profile  steep, 
slightly  convex;  head  rather  large,  iiointed;  mouth  small,  terminal;  snout 
not  produced,  f length  of  eye;  lateral  line  lieginning  at  posterior  edge  of 
eye,  curving  upward  and  backward,  and  terminating  under  anterior  part 
of  soft  dorsal  fin;  scales  large,  the  rows  aliove  longitudinal  axis  of 
body  directed  upward  and  backward,  those  below  inclined  slightly  down- 
ward. Caudal  peduncle  very  short,  about  as  broad  as  eye.  Dorsal  long, 
elevated,  the  longest  spine  ^ length  of  head;  soft  dorsal  evenly  rounded; 
liasal  half  of  both  ^lortions  of  fin  thickly  covered  with  small  scales;  dor- 
sal origin  opposite  posterior  edge  of  opercle;  anal  fin  deep,  long,  rounded, 
the  proximal  f of  soft  portion  densely  squamated,  the  small  scales  also 
covering  the  bases  of  second  and  third  spines;  caudal  short,  rounded; 
pectorals  | length  of  head,  rounded ; ventrals  as  long  as  pectorals,  pointed. 
Colors  in  life : General  body  color,  pearly  gray ; a glistening  jet-black  band 
about  f width  of  eye  and  having  a forward  curve  beginning  a short  dis- 
tance in  front  of  dorsal  and  extending  downward  through  eye  and  thence 
downward  and  backward  to  lower  margin  of  gill  opening;  this  not 
extending  on  breast  and  hence  not  meeting  its  fellow  of  the  opposite 
side;  above  eye  this  stripe  is  bordered  on  each  side  by  a very  narrow  pale 
streak;  a dull  blackish  band,  times  as  wide  as  eye,  running  vertically 
across  liody  from  base  of  dorsal  to  median  line  of  abdomen ; the  anterior 
border  of  this  band  extending  from  front  of  dorsal  to  posterior  angle  of 
opercle,  thence  obliquely  downward  and  backward  behind  base  of  pectoral ; 
behind  this  band  and  separated  from  it  by  a space  somewhat  wider  than 
eye  is  another  dark  band,  duller  and  f wider,  with  its  anterior  edge  curved 
forward  and  its  posterior  margin  on  the  caudal  peduncle;  involving  about 
f width  of  this  baud,  and  extending  from  dorsal  to  ventral  edge  of  body 
is  a large,  circular  ocellus,  more  than  14  times  eye,  consisting  of  a dark- 
blue  spot  surrounded  by  a narrow  white  zone,  which  covers  a part  of  the 
base  of  the  soft  dorsal;  immediately  aliove  this,  and  within  the  extension 
on  the  dorsal  fin  of  the  dark  band,  is  another  similar  but  smaller  ocellus, 
about  the  size  of  eye,  involving  first  8 or  9 rays  of  soft  dorsal;  a narrow 
dark-brown  vertical  bar  on  caudal  peduncle,  separated  from  base  of  caudal 
rays  and  from  that  part  of  the  liroad  body  band  posterior  to  the  ocellus  by 
narrow  white  spaces;  head  in  front  of  ocular  stripes,  and  breast,  greenish 
yellow;  a black  crescentic  mark  on  ojiercle;  spinous  dorsal  dusky,  the 
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(lark  vertical  baud  extending  on  the  first  7 spines;  soft  dorsal  dark,  with 
sharply  defined  pale  edge ; part  of  anal  covered  by  scales  dusky,  with  a 
narrow  darker  margin;  unsealed  portion  yellowish  white;  caudal  and  pec- 
torals pale;  ventrals  dusky,  edged  with  yellow.  Length  1^  inches. 
Woods  Hole,  Massachusetts;  only  the  type  and  2 other  specimens  known, 
all  collected  by  Dr.  H.  M.  Smith  in  the  summer  of  1897 ; evidently  the 
young  of  some  tropical  species  brought  north  in  the  Gulf  Stream.  (Named 
for  Capt.  .John  J.  Brice,  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries.) 
Chcetodon  bricei,  H.  M.  Smith, V.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1897,  pp.  102-103,  with  plate.  Woods 
Hole.  (Type  No.  48-526.) 

66o.  POMACANTHUS,  Laei^pede. 

(ClIIUIVITAS.) 

Pomacanthns,  LACEPf.DE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  517, 1803  (arcuatus,  as  restricted  by  Cuvier). 
Pomacanthodes,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 244  (zonipectus) . 

Chcetodon,  Bleeker,  Arch.  Nederl.  Sci.  Nat.,  xii,  5, 1876  (transferred  to  species  of  Poina- 
canthus,  as  the  first  species  of  Chcetodon  mentioned  hy  Artedi  belong.s  to  the  latter 
group,  and  the  first  species  mentioned  by  Lac6p6de  under  Pornacanthus  belongs  to 
Zanclug). 

Body  much  compressed  and  elevated,  covered  with  small  scales,  among 
which  smaller  ones  are  distributed  so  that  the  series  are  not  distinct;  pre- 
opercle  with  a very  strong  spine  at  its  angle,  the  vertical  limb  entire  in 
the  adult,  usually  serrulate  in  the  young;  interopercle  entire  or  nearly  so; 
dorsal  fin  entirely  scaly,  with  8 to  11  graduated  spines;  soft  dorsal  usually 
much  elevated  in  front;  anal  with  3 graduated  spines;  branchiostegals  6; 
air  bladder  with  2 posterior  horns;  pyloric  cama  numerous.  Species  few, 
in  the  tropical  seas;  chiefly  American;  the  yonjig  brilliantly  colored,  the 
adult  usually  dull  colored.  The  species  vary  greatly  with  age,  and  have 
been  almost  inextricably  confused,  as  the  age  variations  are  much  more 
striking  than  the  specific  distinctions.  The  number  of  dorsal  spines  is 
usually  diagnostic.  ( nr a,  operculum ; trKcrrOcr,  spine.) 

POMACANTHUS: 

a.  Dorsal  spiues  VIII  to  X,  29  to  32. 

h.  Scales  iu  lateral  liue  about  50  to  55;  dorsal  VIII  or  IX,  30  to  32.  A.  Ill,  24. 
Color  of  adult  steel  gray  or  .scarcely'  yellowish;  youug  with  4 Avhitish  cross 
hands.  arcuatus,  2094. 

bh.  Seales  in  lateral  line  70  to  90;  dorsal  usu.ally  X,  29  or  30;  anal  III,  23  or  24. 
Color  black  in  adult,  with  yellow  mottlings ; base  of  pectoral  yellow ; young 
with  several  yellowish  cross  bands.  paru,  2095. 

POMACANTHODES  (Pomacautlws ; ei5o?,  likeness) : 
aa.  Dorsal  XI,  23;  anal  III,  20  to  22.  Adult  brown,  with  a dark  pectoral  hand;  j-oung 
with  about  5 yellow  curved  cross  bars.  zonipectus,  2096. 

Subgenus  POMACANTHUS. 

2094.  P()IIA(  AMHUS  AR<T  AXI  S (Linnseus). 

(Black  Angel  ; Chirivita;  Portugais.) 

Head  3|;  depth  1^;  eye  3|^;  snout  2|.  D.  VIII  or  IX,  30  to  32;  A.  Ill, 
24;  scales  8-53-27,  the  larger  scales  surrounded  by  smaller  ones;  caudal  fin 
rounded.  Color : adult  grayish  without  tinge  of  yellow,  the  center  of  each 
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scale  blackish,  the  edge  pearly  gray ; head  and  vertical  fins  dusky  gray,  their 
tips  blackish;  no  pale  stripe  before  eye;  space  behind  preojiercnlar  spine 
pale;  a narrow  yellowish  bar  near  tip  of  caudal,  followed  by  a dark  streak, 
the  tip  of  the  fin  whitish  ; pectoral  yellowish,  especially  its  inner  side  and 
its  basal  half,  its  tip  translucent;  no  orange  on  base  of  pectoral;  lower  jaw 
pale  flesh  color;  ventrals  brown,  yellowish  at  tip;  younger  individals 
have  a whitish  cross  bar  on  the  anterior  part  of  body,  behind  which  are 
sometimes  still  others;  in  alcohol  rich  russet  brown,  the  black  spot  on 
each  scale  faded,  the  pearly  gray  edge  satiny  white ; vertical  fins  Inown, 
base  of  dorsal  with  numerous  small  white  specks.  Length  H to  2 feet. 
West  Indies,  occasionally  north  to  New  Jersey,  south  to  Bahia.  Common ; 
like  the  other  species  of  the  genus,  varying  excessively  with  age.  Fre- 
quently taken  with  spear  or  hook;  not  valued  as  a food-fish,  (arcuatiis, 
arched,  relating  to  the  curved  cross  bands.) 

Chcetodon  arcuatiis,  Lixx^us,  Svst.  Xat.,  Ed,  x,  273, 1758,  India ; from  spec.  Mus.  Ad.  Fr. ; D. 

Vm,  30;  dusky  with  5 dark  bands;  Poey,  Synopsis,  351, 1868. 

Chcetodon  aureus,  Bloch,  Ichtbyol.,pl.  193,  fig.  1, 1787,  Martinique  ; on  a drawing  bj'  Plu- 
mER.  tbe  spines  9 in  tbe  original  drawing;  Poet,  Synopsis.  350, 1868. 

Chcetodon  luteseens,  Boxxatebee,  Encycl.  Metb.,  182, 1788,  Jamaica  ; after  Browne. 
Chcetodon  littoricola.  Poet,  SjTiopsis,  351, 1868,  Cuba  (Coll.  Poey) ; black  fins  bordered  with 
yellowish;  fin  rays  not  counted. 

Pomacanthus  balteatus,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  ‘vui,  208,  1831.  Porto 
Rico  (Coli.  Plee);  Poet,  Memorias,  ii,  371, 1861. 

Pomacanthus  cingulatus,  Cuiuer  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  vii,  209,  1831,  West 
Indies  ; probably  sent  by  Plee  from  Porto  Rico. 

Pomacanthus  guinguecinctus,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  vii,  210,  1831, 
West  Indies,  probably  from  Porto  Rico. 

Pomacanthus  aureus,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  rv,  518,  1802  ; Cuvier  A Valenciennes, 
Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  tui,  202, 1831;  Eigexxiann  Sc.  Horning,  (.  c.,  12,1887. 

Pomacanthus paru.  Gunther,  Cat.,  n,  55,  I860;  in  part. 

Pomacanthus  arcuatus,  Jordan  Sc.  Rutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  1897, 125. 

2095.  POMACAXTHUS  PARE  (Bloch). 

(Paru;  Indian  Eish;  Flatfish.) 

Head  3|;  depth  lA.  D.  X,  29  or  30  : A.  Ill,  23  or  24;  scales  about  65  in  a 
median  series,  85  to  90 in  the  series  above  the  lateral  line;  caudal  fin  trun- 
cate. Color  black;  young  with  5 yellowish  cross  bands,  the  first  on  the 
snout,  the  second  across  the  opercle,  the  third  across  the  body  under  the 
tip  of  the  pectoral  fin,  the  fourth  across  the  posterior  third  of  the  body, 
and  the  fifth  on  the  caudal  peduncle  ; the  third  turns  backward  above  and 
extends  along  the  outer  edge  of  the  dorsal  fin  to  its  tip : the  fourth  crosses 
the  anal  near  its  middle  and  extends  backward  across  dorsal  in  a similar 
way;  base  of  pectoral  orange;  caudal  rounded,  its  border  not  pale;  most 
of  the  scales  edged  with  yellow.  This  species  is  well  distingnished  from 
Pomacanthus  arcuatus  at  all  ages  by  the  smaller  scales  and  by  the  presence 
of  10  dorsal  spines  instead  of  9.  The  adults  of  the  2 are  also  difterent  in 
color.  In  Pomacanthus  arcuatus  each  scale  has  a whitish  crescent;  there 
is  a white  stripe  from  eye  to  nostril;  the  caudal  and  dorsal  without  pale 
edge,  and  there  is  no  pale  area  behind  preopercular  spiue.  In  both  spe- 
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cies  the  yonug  show  pale  cross  bands,  and  of  these  the  one  behind  the 
shoulder  persists  longest.  Length  a foot  or  more.  West  Indies,  south  to 
Bahia;  not  rare  southward;  not  yet  recorded  from  the  coast  of  the  United 
States.  (Pam,  a Brazilian  name,  used  by  Marcgrave.) 

Clicetodon  paru,  Bloch,  Ichthyol.,  pi.  197,  fig.  1, 1787,  Brazil ; on  a drawing ; Poey,  Synopsis, 
351,  1868. 

Pomacanthus  arcvattis*  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  vii,  211,  1831;  not 
Chcetodon  arcuatus,  L.;  Lutken,  Spolia  Atlantica,  61, 1880;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Syn- 
opsis, 616, 1883;  Eigenmann  & Horning,  1.  c.,  9, 1887. 

Pomacanrhv/}  paru,  Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vii,  205, 1831 ; Gunther, 
Cat.,  II,  55, 1860,  in  part;  Jordan  & Kutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1897, 124. 


Subgenus  POMACANTHODES,  Gill. 

2096.  POMACANTHUS  ZONI PECTUS  (Gill). 

(MO.JARRA  DE  LAS  PlEDRAS.) 

Head  3|  to  3f ; depth  in  adult  to  in  young ; eye  3^  in  head.  D.  XI,  23 ; 
A.  Ill,  20  to  22;  scales  70.  Brofile  very  steep,  uneven;  preopercular  spine 
longer  than  eye,  3^  in  head;  preorbital  equal  to  maxillary,  in  head; 
last  dorsal  spine  1^  in  head;  longest  dorsal  ray  b longer  than  head,  fal- 
cate; anal  rounded,  its  soft  rays  much  lower  than  those  of  dorsal;  caudal 
short,  truncate,  in  head ; pectoral  moderate ; ventral  very  long,  longer 
than  head,  the  first  ray  filamentous.  Scales  irregular,  large  and  small 
ones  intermixed,  those  of  head,  hreast,  and  na^ie  minute.  Intm’opercle 
with  one  stoutish  spine;  preopercle  very  finely  serrate.  A large  hump 
at  nape  in  adult.  Adult,  dark  gray,  blackish  posteriorly,  most  scales  with 
black  centers ; edges  of  scales  bright  sky  blue  in  life,  especially  posteriori}^ ; 
a triangular  bronze-yellow  patch  in  front  of  line  connecting  pectorals  with 
ventrals,  then  a diffuse  blackish  bar  from  front  of  dorsal  along  region 
behind  pectorals  to  ventrals,  then  a broad  curved  bar  of  yellow,  obscured 
by  blackish  centers  of  scales,  behind  this  a diffuse  blackish  area;  breast 
vermiculated  with  blue  and  yellowish;  a blackish  bar  covering  most  of 
head,  behind  which  the  oiiercles  and  nape  are  yellowish ; jaws  pale  bluish ; 
dorsal  orange,  verraiculatc  with  sky  blue,  the  edge  bright  sky  blue,  below 
which  isorange;  caudal  orange,  vermiculated  with  sky  blue,  the  edge 
orange,  the  very  margin  blackish;  anal  blackish,  vermiculated  with  sky 
blue;  pectorals  light  orange,  marked  with  grayish  blue;  ventrals  largely 
blue  black,  tipped  with  orange ; spine  bluish.  Young,  pure  black  on  dorsal 
and  anal;  top  of  head  with  a median  line  of  bright  yellow,  dividing  at 
the  snout  and  extending  along  each  side  of  mouth  and  meeting  on  throat 
below;  side  with  5 very  distinct  narrow  bright-yellow  cross  bars,  strongly 
convex  forward ; blue  lines  between  these  bars.  Length  18  inches.  West 
coast  of  tropical  America;  rather  common  about  rocks  from  Mazatlan  to 
Panama;  a beautiful  fish,  showing  great  changes  in  color  in  the  course  of 
development,  (^govti,  zone;  pectus,  breast.) 

* Most  recent  writers  have  called  tliis  species  Pomacanthus  arcuatus,  but  the  true  arcu- 
atus ut  Liumeus  must  be  the  iirecediug  species. 
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Pomacanthodes  zonipectus.  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 244,  San  Salvador, 
Pomacanthus  crescentalis,  Jokdax  A Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1881.  358.  Mazatlan; 
young.  (Type,  ^o.  28139.  CoU.  Gilbert.) 

Pomacanthus  zonipectus,  Jobdax  A Gilbert,  Proc.  F.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882,  376;  Eigexmaxx 
Jc  flORXIXG,  Z.  c.,  14, 1887. 


66i.  HOLACANTHUS,  Lacepede. 

( C ATATIXETA.S . ) 

Holacanthus,  Lacepede.  Hist.  Xat.  Poi.ss.,  iv,  525, 1803  {tricolor). 

Gvnicanthus,  Swaixsox.  CTass’n  Fishes,  ii,  212, 1839  (lamarckii). 

Centropyge.  Kalt,  Wiegmann’s  Arcbiv,  xxvi,  1876, 138  (tibicen). 

Acanthochcetodon.  Bleekeb,  Archiv  Xeerl.  Sci.lN’at.,  xil,  5, 1876  {lepidolepis) . 

Body  oblong,  rather  robust,  the  back  not  greatly  elevated  nor  com- 
pressed; scales  rather  small,  roughish,  often  mixed  Tvith  smaller  ones. 
Vertical  limb  of  the  preopercle  with  small  equal  serrie ; a strong  spine  at 
the  angle  of  the  preopercle,  this  usnally  grooved;  interopercle  short, 
armed  with  1 to  4 strong  spines.  Dorsal  fin  with  12  to  15  strong  spines, 
which  are  usually  graduated,  increasing  in  height  to  the  last;  soft  dorsal 
moderate,  with  17  to  20  rays,  usually  not  ending  in  streamers.  Coloration 
usually  brilliant  and  well  defined,  the  changes  due  to  age  less  than  in 
Pomacanthus  : species  numerous  in  all  tropical  seas,  abounding  about  coral 
reefs.  (oAoc,  whole;  duav^cx,  spine.) 

a.  Caudal  subtruncate,  its  angles  not  produced  in  filaments,  its  color  yellow 

b.  Scales  in  lateral  line  75  to  80:  a rather  naiTow  curved  transverse  whitish  hand 
liehind  base  of  pectorals  its  width  much  less  than  length  of  pectoral. 

passer.  2097. 

bb.  Scales  in  lateral  line  about  60;  body  olive  brown,  with  a very  broad  orange 
area  behind  head,  its  width  nearly  equal  to  length  of  pectoral. 

clarioxexsis,  2098. 

aa.  Caudill  lunate,  its  angles  produceil  in  filaments;  preorhital  with  a blunt  spine; 
iKxly  mostly  black,  the  head  and  tail  yellow;  scales  rather  larger,  about  48. 

tricolor,  2099. 

•2097.  HOLACAXTHFS  PASSES.  Valenciennes. 

Head  4;  depth  24.  D.  XIV,  17  or  18;  A.  III.  16  to  18;  scales  in  lateral 
line  75  to  80.  Scales  subequal  in  size,  the  rows  lengthwise  and  crosswise 
quite  distinct.  Ascending  lim1>  of  preopercle  armed  only  with  small 
serroe;  spine  at  angle  of  preopercle  about  24  in  head;  preorbital  with  2 
or  3 blunt  points.  Color  dark  purplish  brown,  crossed  below  the  seventh 
spine  by  a whitish  band  attenuated  and  curved  backward  below;  4 nearly 
equidistant,  indistinct,  vertical,  bluish  lines  across  body  between  the 
white  band  and  base  of  caudal;  caudal  margined  with  brown;  dorsal 
and  anal  with  2 indistinct  lines  parallel  with  the  borders;  posterior 
margins  also  bluish;  caudal  [ventrals*],  pectorals,  and  margin  of  anal 
yellow;  head  girdled  with  2 distinct  bluish  bands,  1 in  front  of  eyes, 
and  1 from  front  of  dorsal  and  behind  the  eyes.  (Gill.)  West  coast  of 
tropical  America ; Cape  San  Lucas  to  the  Galapagos  Islands;  rare.  The 
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form  called  Holacanihus  sirU/atus,  above  described,  is  doubtless  the  young 
of  Holacanihus  passer.  The  latter  is  figured  as  without  bluish  markings 
on  head  or  body,  the  dorsal  and  anal  edged  with  yellow  or  brown,  and  its 
caudal  plain  yellow,  (passer,  a sparrow;  the  word  also  applied  to  certain 
flounders. ) 

nolacmnihus  passer,  Valenciennes,  Voyage  Venus,  327,  pi.  6, 1846,  Galapagos  Archipelago; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  46, 1860. 

Holacanthns  striijatus,  Gill,  Proe.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  243,  Cape  San  Lucas. 
Pomacanthus  passer,  Eioenmann  & Horning,  1.  c.,  14, 1887. 


201)S.  IIOLACAMHIJS  CLARIONEXSIS,  Gilbert. 

Head  4;  depth  1|;  eye  in  head.  D.  XIV,  18;  A.  Ill,  18;  scales  60  to 
65,  about  36  with  pores.  Eye  small,  little  more  than  ^ snout,  14  in  inter- 
orbital width.  Anterior  profile  very  slightly  concave  above  orbits,  the 
snout  not  protruding;  maxillary  4 in  head;  preojiercular  spine  gently 
curved,  its  outer  face  channeled,  the  spine  fitting  into  a groove  in  front 
of  base  of  pectoral,  in  head,  not  reaching  vertical  from  margin  of  oper- 
cle;  vertical  limb  of  preopercle  with  20  to  25  short,  strong  spines,  hori- 
zontal limb  with  2 sjiines  pointing  backward;  the  anterior  portion  of 
margin  of  interopercle  with  2 strong  spines,  from  1 to  3 smaller  spines 
behind  these;  preorbital  with  a strong,  compressed,  blunt  spine  directed 
forward,  and  2 sharp  ones  lielow  it ; posterior  margin  of  subopercle  with 
a series  of  short  spines;  no  opercular  spines;  membrane  of  first  dorsal 
spine  free  from  scales,^  of  second  and  third,  jiartly  scaly;  other  spines 
with  membranes  wholly  scaled;  length  of  fourteenth  spine  2A  in  head; 
soft  dorsal  and  anal  not  produced,  the  angles  rounded,  the  posterior  mar- 
gins inclined  but  slightly  forward,  and  about  on  vertical  of  base  of  cau- 
dal; longest  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  equal,  in  head;  caudal  truncate 
when  widely  spread,  the  angles  not  rounded,  the  outer  rays  not  at  all 
produced,  about  equaling  length  of  head;  pectorals  and  ventrals  about 
equal,  equaling  length  of  head;  the  ventrals  with  outer  rays  slightly  pro- 
duced, reaching  to  or  slightly  beyond  vent.  Scales  large,  everywhere 
covered  with  small  basal  accessory  scales,  all  rough  ctenoid;  lateral  line 
much  arched,  concurrent  with  the  back,  incomplete,  ending  under  middle 
of  soft  dorsal,  with  only  35  pores.  Head  and  body  very  dark  olive  brown, 
a wifle  orange  red  bar  behind  head,  including  nape  and  l>ack  as  far  as 
sixth  dorsal  spine,  becoming  narrow  on  middle  of  sides,  and  expanding 
again  below  to  include  region  from  gill  openings  nearly  to  vent,  being 
here,  however,  darker  and  less  distinctly  defined;  the  yellowish  color 
continues  backward  as  a submarginal  band  on  dorsal  and  anal,  the  margin 
being  deep  blue,  broader  jmsteriorly ; caudal  bright  orange  red,  with  very 
narrow'  blue  margin;  pectorals  yellowish;  ventrals  yellowish  olive;  verti- 
(*al  fins  otherwise  with  color  of  sides.  Length  about  7 inches.  This 
brilliant  species  is  extremely  abundant  at  Clarion,  Socorro,  and  San  Beiie- 
dicto  islands  of  the  Revillagigedo  group. 

77oZacrt7i//t«s  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  72,  Revillagigedo  Islands; 

Clarion,  Socorro,  and  San  Benedicto.  (Coll.  AZZ^atrois.) 
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2099.  HOLACANTHUS  TRICOLOR  (Bloch). 

(Rock  Beauty;  Catalineta;  Taqueta  de  dos  Coloees.) 

HeadSA;  deptli  If . D.  XIY,  19;  A.  III^  18;  scales  3-18-25.  First  dorsal 
spine  If  in  length  of  the  last,  which  is  21  in  head ; ascending  limb  of  pre- 
opercle  armed  only  with  small  serra?,  the  largest  not  more  than  lA-  the  length 
of  the  large  spine  at  the  angle ; angles  of  the  candal  produced  into  fila- 
ments ; preorbital  with  a distinct  blunt  spine ; scales  nearly  uniform  in 
size,  the  lengthwise  and  crosswise  rows  quite  distinct.  Color  in  life: 
head,  anterior  part  of  trunk,  and  caudal  fin  golden  yellow;  rest  of  body, 
snout,  and  chin  black;  dorsal,  anal,  and  opercle  edged  with  scarlet; 
orange  on  upper  and  lower  ray  of  candal;  iris  yellow,  bine  above  and 
below.  West  Indies,  north  to  Bermuda,  south  to  Bahia;  common;  not 
known  from  the  United  States,  {tricolor,  three-colored — orange,  yellow, 
and  black.) 

Catalineta,  Paera,  Descr.  Dif.  Piez.  Hist.  Hat.  Cuba,  12,  pi.  vii,  fig.  2, 1787,  Cuba. 

Chcetodon  tricolor,  Bloch,  Ichth.,  pi.  426, 1795. 

Holacanthns  tricolor,  Lacep£;de,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  525, 1803;  Cu^^EE  <fc  Valenciennes, 
Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  vii,  162,  1831;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  49,  I860;  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  371, 
1861;  PoEY,  Enumeratio,  61, 1875;  Jordan  & Rutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Hat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 
125. 

Genicanthus  tricolor,  Swainson,  Class.  Pishes,  Amphibians,  and  Reptiles,  ii,  212, 1839. 
Pomacanthus  tricolor,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  941, 1883 ; Eigenuhann  & Horning,  (.  c., 
15, 1887. 

662.  ANGELICHTHYS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 
(ISABELITAS.) 

Angelichthys,  JORDAN  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  420,  1896  (ciliaris). 

This  genus  is  separated  from  Holacanthus  by  the  presence  on  the  ascend- 
ing limb  of  the  preopercle  of  several  stout  graduated  spines  in  addition  to 
the  large  grooved  spine  at  the  angle.  The  soft  dorsal  and  anal  are  much 
falcate  and  the  preorhital  is  without  spine;  interoxiercle  armed  with  1 to  4 
spines;  scales  rather  large;  body  ovate,  rather  deej),  and  compressed. 
The  known  species  are  among  the  largest  of  the  Chaetodonts  and  perhaps 
the  most  gaily  colored  of  all.  Species  all  American.  {d'yyEXo<i,  angel; 
fish.) 

a.  Spines  on  ascending  limb  of  preopercle  moderate,  the  longest  less  than  J length  of 
the  large  spine  at  the  angle. 

h.  Hape  vith  a bine  ocellus;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  edged  with  dark  blue;  depth  1| 
in  length  in  adult.  ciliaris,  2100. 

hh.  Hape.witfiout  distinct  ocellus;  no  dark-blue  edgings  to  soft  dorsal  and  anal ; 
body  deep,  the  depth  If  in  length  in  adult.  isabelita,  2101. 

aa.  Spines  on  ascending  limb  of  jireopercle  very  strong,  the  longest  about  f length  of 
the  long  spine  at  the  angle;  no  ocellus  at  nape;  no  blue  edging  to  soft  dorsal 
and  anal;  depth  If  in  length.  lODOCUS,  2102. 

2100.  AA'GELICHTHTS  CILIARIS  (Linnaeus). 

(Angel-fish  ; Isabelita.) 

Head  34;  depth  1|;  eye  4f  in  head;  snout  2f.  D.  XIV,  21;  A.  Ill,  21. 
Body  oblong,  oval ; anterior  profile  straight,  steep,  sharply  convex  in  front 
of  dorsal;  anterior  dorsal  outline  and  ventral  outline  nearly  parallel;' 
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jaws  projecting.  Length  of  head  equal  to  its  depth  from  anterior  margin 
of  blue  ring  in  front  of  dorsal;  the  preorbital  ^ broader  than  eye,  with  1 
or  2 indistinct  spines;  preopercle  with  a strong,  grooved,  slightly  curv(!d 
spine  at  angle,  about  as  long  as  orbit;  5 or  6 short  blunt  spines  with  inter- 
mediate minute  ones  on  upper  limb,  the  longest  of  these  spines  6 in  the 
spine  at  the  angle;  2 or  3 short  strong  spines  on  lower  limb;  inter- 
opercle  with  1 or  2 short  sjiines;  premaxillary  very  thick,  its  width  above 
equal  to  orbit;  a furrow  from  front  of  eye  below  nostrils;  interorbital 
greater  than  preorbital,  equal  to  distance  between  eye  and  upper  end  of 
gill  opening.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal  falcate,  the  tilamentous  tips  reaching 
much  beyond  the  caudal ; pectoral  broad,  obliquely  rounded.  If  in  head ; 
ventrals  long,  the  spine  long.  If  in  head,  the  rays  slightly  filamentous,  not 
quite  reaching  anal,  equal  to  head;  caudal  rounded,  equal  to  head  behind 
premaxillary;  lateral  line  ceasing  before  reaching  end  of  dorsal,  the  scales 
below  regularly  arranged,  those  above  irregularly.  Ground  color  olive, 
terminal  half  of  scales  on  sides  yellow,  side  of  head  yellowish  olive,  top 
of  head  dusky ; a blue  ring  in  front  of  dorsal  surrounding  a black  spot 
containing  a few  pale-blue  specks ; iris  yellow,  blue  above  and  below ; upper 
jaw  blue  black,  some  yellow  at  corner  of  mouth;  lower  jaw,  lower  side  of 
head,  and  breast  dusky  olive ; a dark  blue  margin  to  opercle  much  broader 
above  than  below ; upper  edge  of  preopercular  spine  pale  blue;  edge  of 
dorsal  fin  blue  black,  a black  blotch  on  last  rays,  the  fin  otherwise  red- 
dish or  orange,  becoming  paler  toward  tip  of  filament;  anal  similar  to 
dorsal,  but  darker;  caudal  entirely  pale  orange  or  clear  lemon  yellow; 
pectoral  lemon  yellow,  the  base  with  a brown  blotch  bordered  anteriorly 
by  a narrow  blue  stripe;  ventrals  lemon  yellow,  somewhat  dusky  at  base. 
West  Indies;  common.  Here  described  from  specimens  from  Jamaica.  A 
large  showy  fish,  (ciliaris,  with  eyelashes,  referring  to  the  produced  fins.) 

Angel-fish,  Catesbv,  Nat.  Hist.  Carolina,  etc.,  1737. 

Isabelita,  Parra,  Dif,  Piezas,  etc.,  1787,  Cuba. 

Ohcetodon  ciliaris,  LiNN.iEUS,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  276, 1758,  Indies ; in  part;  Bloch,  Iclitli.,  j)!. 
214, 1787. 

Chcetodon  squamulosus,  Shaw,  Naturalists’  Miscellany,  275,  1789-1813;  after  Angcl-lish 
of  Catesby. 

Ohcetodon  parrce,  Bloch  &.  Schneider,  Syst.  Iclith.,  235,  1801,  Cuba;  after  Isabelita  of 

Parra. 

Holacanthns  cornutus,  Desmarest,  Decade  Ichthyologique,  44,  pi.  3,  lig.  3, 1823,  Cuba. 
Holacanthus  formosns,  Castelnau,  Anim.  Nouv.  ou  rares  de  1’ Aiuer.  du  Slid,  Poissons,  19, 
pi.  2,  fig.  2 1855,  Bahia  ; GUNTHER,  Cat.,  II,  47, 1860. 

Holacanthus  ciliaris,  Lac^p&de,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  527,  1802 ; Cuvier  A.  Valenciennes, 
Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  VII,  154,  1831;  Poey,  Memoriae,  ii,  371,  1861;  Gunther,  Cat.,  n,  46, 

. 1860 ; Poey,  Synopsis,  351, 1868 ; Lutken,  Spolia  Atlantica,  200, 1880. 

Pomacanthus  ciliaris,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  615, 1883. 

Angelichthys  ciliaris,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  421, 1896;  Jord^vn  <fc  But- 
ter, Proc,  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 125. 

2101.  AXGELICHTHYS  ISABELITA,  Jordan  & Butter,  new  species. 

(Angel-fish.) 

Head  3f ; depth  If ; eye  3^  in  head  (young) ; snout  2|.  D.  XIV,  18 ; A.  Ill, 
19.  Body  nearly  oval,  anterior  profile  very  steep,  much  steeper  than  in 
Holacanthus  ciliaris,  the  lips  not  projecting ; length  of  head  scarcely  greater 
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than  its  depth  below  top  of  eye ; preorhital  f as  l)road  as  eye,  without  any 
indication  of  a spine;  preopercular  spine  strong,  f length  of  eye,  3|  in 
head,  3 or  4 very  short  stout  spines  on  upper  linih,  the  longest  about  5 in 
spine  at  angle,  1 on  lower  limb ; 1 spine  on  interopercle ; premaxillary 
not  very  broad  on  top,  very  protractile,  not  projecting  beyond  anterior 
profile;  interorbital  greater  than  preorbital,  equal  to  distance  between 
eye  and  upper  end  of  gill  opening ; furrow  in  front  of  eye  indistinct ; 
dorsal  and  anal  falcate,  the  filamentous  tips  reaching  much  beyond  caudal ; 
pectoral  obliquely  rounded,  equal  to  head,  the  lower  rays  very  short; 
A^entral  spine  If  in  head,  the  filamentous  rays  reaching  origin  of  anal, 
about  :v  longer  than  head;  caudal  rounded,  longer  than  head,  but  shorter 
than  ventral,  lateral  line  ceasing  before  reaching  end  of  dorsal,  the 
scales  below  regularly  arranged,  those  above  nearly  so.  Color  in  life, 
yellowish  brown  on  sides,  each  scale  with  a darker  or  orange  spot;  back 
shaded  with  violet,  which  grows  brighter  and  merges  into  intense  sky  blue 
along  the  edges  of  spinous  dorsal  and  on  the  region  before  the  dorsal; 
scales  of  dorsal  region  with  brown  spots  like  those  on  sides;  head  paler; 
the  ux)per  lip  yellowish ; lower  jaw  reddish ; sj^ines  of  preopercie  and  edge 
of  opercle  very  bright  sky  blue;  iris  yellow,  marked  above  and  below  by 
blue ; a blue  bar  extending  from  in  front  of  first  dorsal  spine  halfway  to 
eye;  breast  sky  blue;  x^ectoral  sky  blue  at  base,  then  broadly  golden,  its 
edge  pale;  ventrals  golden;  xmsterior  edge  and  produced  lobes  of  dorsal 
and  anal  golden  yellow,  caudal  broadly  edged  with  yellow;  no  distinct 
ocellus  at  nape,  and  no  dark-blue  edgings  to  soft  dorsal  and  anal.  This 
si)ecies  is  closely  related  to  AngelicliiJiiis  ciliaris,  bnt  differs  decidedly  in  the 
color  markings,  especially  those  of  the  nape  and  dorsal,  in  the  great  depth 
of  the  head,  and  in  the  nonjirojecting  mouth;  also  somewhat  in  general 
contour  of  body.  Florida  Keys  and  jirobably  neighboring  waters ; com- 
mon; reaching  a large  size.  This  descrixition  is  based  on  the  type,  a sin- 
gle sx^ecinien  4J  inches  long,  from  Key  West,  Florida,  collected  by  Dr. 
.Jordan.  {Isdbelita,  the  Spanish  name.) 

Pomacanthus  ciliaris,  Eigenmann  <fc  Hornin'G,  Ann.  N.  Y.  Ac.  Sci.  1887, 15 ; not  of  authors. 
Aiujelichthys  isabelita,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Clieck-Li.st  Fishes,  420,  1896;  name  only. 

(Type,  No.  363,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  Dr.  Jordan.) 


2102.  ANOELICHTHYS  lODOCUS,  Jordan  & Rutter. 

Head  3f ; depth  If  (2  in  total);  eye  44.  D.  XIV,  20;  A.  Ill,  20.  Body 
very  deep,  forming  almost  a regular  ellipse,  slightly  concave  above  and 
in  front  of  eye.  Preorhital  without  spine,  shorter  than  width  of  inter- 
orbital, which  is  narrower  than  distance  between  eye  and  ujiper  end  of 
gill  opening;  spine  at  angle  of  preoxiercle  straight,  longer  than  orbit, 
about  ecjual  to  jireorbital;  8 or  9 spines  on  upper  limb  of  preopercie,  these 
nearly  ^ as  long  as  the  one  at  angle,  very  much  longer  than  in  Angel- 
ichthys  ciliaris;  2 weak  splines  on  lower  limb,  and  2 on  interopercle. 
Soft  dorsal  and  anal  falcate,  the  longest  rays  filamentous ; pectoral  y^ery 
obliquely  rounded,  the  lower  rays  scarcely  ^ as  long  as  the  ux^per,  which 
are  in  head ; ventral  slightly  filamentous,  equal  to  head.  Lateral  line 
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retjularly  arched,  hut  approaching  the  dorsal  outline  posteriorly,  ceas- 
ing before  reaehing  end  of  dorsal.  Scales  below  lateral  liue  regiilarly 
arranged,  those  above  irregular.  Color  in  alcohol,  uniform  gray  (prob- 
ably orange  in  life) ; scales  edged  with  silvery  ; a very  faint,  narrow,  black 
or  dark-blue  edge  to  dorsal  anterior  to  filament;  terminal  half  of  pectoral, 
^ of  caudal,  and  tips  of  dorsal  and  anal  behind  and  including  the  falcate 
lobes  yellow;  no  blue  on  concavity  of  dorsal  and  anal;  lips  pale;  edge  of 
opercle  dark  blue ; a faint  indication  of  a dark  blotch  in  front  of  dorsal ; 
no  blue-black  blotch  on  base  of  pectoral.  This  species  difters  from  Angel- 
ichthijs  ciliaris  in  the  form  of  the  body,  in  color,  and  especially  in  the  very 
long  spines  on  the  upper  limb  of  preopercle.  A single  specimen,  9 inches 
long,  from  the  Galapagos  Islands,  collected  by  United  States  Fish  Com- 
mission steamer  Albatross.  {lo86ho<;,  a sheaf  of  arrows,  from  the  brist- 
ling preopercle.) 

llolacanthus  iodocus,  Jordan  6c  Euttek,  in  Gilbert,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896,  445,  Gala- 
pagos Archipelago  (Type,  No.  47747,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Albatrosn)  ■,  Jord.^cn  6c 
Everjuvnn,  Check-List  Fishes,  421, 1896 ; name  only. 

Family  CLXVI.  ZAXCLIIUE. 

(The  Mooki.'^h  Idols.) 

Body  oblong,  much  compressed  and  elevated,  covered  with  minute  rough 
scales.  Mouth  small,  with  long,  slender,  brush  like  teeth;  no  teeth  on  the 
palate;  bones  of  top  of  head  thick  and  solid,  developing  with  age  a con- 
spicuous median  horn  on  the  forehead,  wanting  in  the  young.  Preo])er- 
cle  unarmed.  Dorsal  single,  with  7 spines,  the  third  and  succeeding 
spines  prolonged  into  long  filaments ; interspinal  bone  projecting  before 
dorsal.  Anal  similar  to  soft  dorsal,  long,  with  its  anterior  rays  produced; 
a small  antrorse  spine  before  anal.  Caudal  peduncle  unarmed,  the  fin 
lunate;  pectorals  short;  ventrals  pointed.  Intestine  long.  Coracoid 
bones  largely  developed.  Vertebrm  reduced  in  number,  9 -f  13  = 22.  Air 
bladder  large.  Branchiostegals  4 ; pyloric  emea  14.  One  species,  widely 
distributed  about  rocky  islands  of  the  Pacific.  (Genus  Zanclus,  Giiuther, 
Cat.,  II,  492-494,  1860.) 

663.  ZANCLUS,  Cuvh'r  A.  Valenciennes. 

Zanclus  (Com.merson)  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vn,  102, 1831  (cornuU/s). 
Gonopterus,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fish.,  Ed.  Gray.,  77, 1854  (moerens). 

Gnathocentnim,  Guichenot,  Ann.  Maine  et  Loire,  IX,  4, 1866,  (centrognathum) ; young. 

Characters  of  the  genus  included  above.  (J!,dyKXov , a sickle.) 

2103.  ZAXCLL’S  COIIM  XUS  (Linnyeus). 

(Moorish  Idol;  Besan;  Piquier;  Porte  Enseigne.) 

Head  2?  ; depth  about  as  great  as  length;  eye  24  in  snout.  D.  VII,  38; 
A.  Ill,  33;  snout  1|  in  head,  greatly  produced,  the  upper  profile  very  con- 
cave ; horn  on  foreliead  well  developed,  wanting  in  young ; teeth  slender, 
brush-like,  very  much  projecting.  Anterior  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  pro- 
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duced ; lirst  and  second  dorsal  spines  very  short,  the  third  greatly  produced, 
ending  in  a long  filament  exceeding  total  length  of  fish ; the  longest  soft 
ray  about  1^  in  body;  posterior  dorsal  rays  short,  vertical  or  even  inclined 
forward;  pectoral  some  longer  than  snout,  about  ecxual  to  ventrals.  Color 
in  life,  snout  chiefly  white,  point  of  upper  jaw  black,  followed  by  a large 
orange  j^atch  separated  from  the  white  by  a narrow  black  band;  lower 
jaw  mostly  black ; anterior  part  of  body  from  first  dorsal  sxjine  to  ventrals 
black,  this  crossed  by  2 narrow  vertical  blue  lines,  the  first  beginning  at  ori- 
gin of  ventrals,  extending  uj^ward  and  forward,  then  backward  jnst  behind 
orbit,  and  ending  on  median  line  of  back  in  front  of  dorsal  fin;  the  second 
beginning  on  abdomen,  crosses  body  at  base  of  pectoral  and  ends  at  origin 
of  dorsal  fin;  a third  less  distinct  one  extends  upward  and  backward  from 
eye;  a broad  whitish  bar,  nearly  as  broad  as  length  of  head,  begins  on 
anterior  x)art  of  dorsal  fin  and  crosses  body  somewhat  oblicxiiely  backward, 
covering  anterior  i)ortion  of  anal  fin;  x)osteriorly  this  bar  is  washed  with 
yellow  or  orange,  which  gradually  fades  into  the  white  of  the  anterior 
l^art;  next  conies  a black  bar  ^ as  wide,  covering  the  bases  of  about  14 
dorsal  rays  and  widening  out  ujion  the  anal  so  as  to  cover  the  greater  part 
of  about  24  rays;  in  the  posterior  part  of  this  black  band  is  a narrow 
white  line ; next  a yellow  or  orange  band  covering  all  of  the  caudal  pedun- 
cle and  the  iiosterior  portions  of  the  dorsal  and  anal  fins ; caudal  fin  black, 
a narrow  white  line  at  base;  tip  of  caudal  fin  with  a cresceut-shaxied  bor- 
der of  white  more  or  less  washed  with  yellowish;  pectorals  pale;  ventrals 
black.  East  Indies  and  islands  of  Polynesia;  common  and  widely  distrib- 
uted; rangingeast  to  the  Revillagigedo  Archipelago.  (Gilbert;  McGregor.) 
Not  taken  elsewhere  on  our  coast,  (cornutiis,  horned.) 

1 Chcetodun  canescens,  Lixnm:cs,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  x,  272, 1758,  Indies ; after  Aetedi  ; young. 
Chcetodon  cornutus,*  Lms^^us,  Sy.st.  Xat.,  Ed.  x,  273,  1758,  Indies;  after  Aetedi  ; adult; 

Lacepede,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  473,  pi.  2,  fig.  1,  1803. 

Zanclus  centrognathus,  Ccviee  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  vii,  528,  1831,  near 

Equator,  75°  E. 

Gonopterus  moRvens,  Geonow.  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Gray,  77,1854,  India. 

Zanclus  cornutus,  Cuviee  &,  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  vii,  102,  pi.  177, 1831. 

] Zanclus  canescens,  Gcnthee,  Cat.,  ii,  493, 1860. 

Family  CLXVII.  TEUTHIDID.E. 

(The  Suugeox-fishes.) 

Body  oblong,  compressed  and  usually  elevated,  covered  with  very  small 
scales;  lateral  line  continuous.  Tail  armed  with  1 or  more  spines  or  bony 
plates.  Eye  lateral,  high  up;  preorbital  very  narrow  and  deep.  Nostrils 

' * According  to  Sleeker,  our  species,  which  is  Zanclus  cornutus,  is  distinct  from  Zanclus 
canescens,  differing  in  the  absence  of  the  preopercular  siiine,  in  the  longer  head  (3  in  total 
length),  and  in  the  presence  of  a large  black  fenestrated  spot  below  eye  and  on  snout. 
Bleeker's  figure  shows  a black  streak  from  forehead  to  tip  of  snout,  with  a black  streak 
running  horizontally  backward  toward  eye,  then  upward  to  join  the  first,  thus  forming 
on  each  side  of  snout  a right-angled  triangle  inclosing  a triangular  patch  of  the  ground 
color.  These  black  marks  are  wanting  in  Zanclus  canescens.  According  to  other  authors, 
Zanclus  canescens  is  the  young  and  Zanclus  cornutus  the  adult  of  the  same  species,  the 
name  canescens  having  precedence.  The  above  description  is  from  specimens  taken  at 
Honolulu. 
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double.  Mouth  small,  low;  each  jaw  with  a single  series  of  narrow  inci- 
sor-like teeth;  vomer  and  palatines  toothless;  premaxillaries  somewhat 
movable,  but  not  protractile;  maxillary  short,  closely  united  with  the 
premaxillary;  gill  rakers  obsolete;  pseudobranchise  large;  gills  4,  a slit 
behind  the  fourth ; gill  membranes  attached  to  the  isthmus,  the  openings 
thus  restricted  to  the  sides.  A single  dorsal  fin,  with  strong  spines,  the 
siDinous  part  of  the  fin  shorter  than  the  soft  part ; anal  fin  similar  to  soft 
dorsal;  pectorals  moderate;  ventral  fins  present,  thoracic,  mostly  I,  5 
(never  I,  4, 1,  as  in  Siganidce).  Pelvis  bones  long,  narrow,  curved,  closely 
connected,  evident  through  the  skin,  tis  in  Balisiidce,  with  which  group 
the  Teiithididw  have  the  closest  affinities.  Pyloric  cseca  rather  few;  air 
bladder  large ; intestinal  canal  long.  Yertobrse  9 -f  13  = 22.  Posterior 
suborbital  bones  in  close  contact  with  the  preopercle;  post-temporal  im- 
movably united  with  the  skull,  apparently  simple,  but  really  trifurcate 
with  the  interspaces  filled  in  with  bone,  the  foramen  not  passing  through 
it;  interneural  bones  with  transversely  expanded  buckler-like  subcuta- 
neous plates,  which  intervene  between  the  spines  and  limit  their  motion 
forwards;  epipleiirals  developed  from  the  ribs.  Herbivorous  fishes  of  the 
tropical  seas ; genera  5 or  more ; species  nearly  80,  most  of  them  belonging 
to  Teuiliis.  These  fishes  undergo  large  changes  with  age,  as  is  the  case 
with  the  Chaetodontida',  the  young  having  often  been  described  as  distinct 
genera.  {Acronurido:,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  356,  1861  ) 

a.  Caudal  armature  developed  as  a movable  antrorse,  extremely  sharp,  kuife-edged  spine, 
erectile  from  a groove. 

b.  Ventral  rays  1, 5;  teeth  fixed  and  strong;  dorsal  spines  usually  9.  Teuthis,  664. 
aa.  Caudal  armature  developed  as  immovable  tubercles  or  lamina. 

c.  Ventrals  I,  5;  anal  spines  5;  dorsal  spines  usually  8;  caudal  plates  3 to  6. 

Xesurus,  665. 

664.  TEUTHIS,*  Linnaeus. 

(Doctor-fishes.  ) 

Rhombotides,  Klein,  Missus  (nonbinomial). 

Ilepatus,  Gronow,  Zoophyl.,  1765  {hepatus;  nonbinominal) . 

Teuthis,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xir,  507, 1766  (hepatus ; javus ; after  Ilepatus,  Gronow). 
Acanthurus,  EorskAl,  Descr.  Auim.,  59, 1775  (Chcetodon  unicornis). 

Rarpurus  (Forster)  Gmelin,  Syst.  Nat.,  i,  1269, 1788. 

Aspisurus,  LACEPkDE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  556, 1802  (sohar). 

Theuthis,  Cuvier,  Tab.  El.  Hist.  Nat.,  371, 1798. 

Theutis,  Cuvier,  Kcgne  Animal,  Ed.  1,  ll,  330,  1817  (restricted  to  Les  Acanthurus;  allies 
of  Teuthis  hepatus). 

Teuthys,  Swainson,  altered  orthography. 

Rhombotides  (Klein)  Day,  Fishes  India,  i,  202, 1876. 

Acanthurus,  of  authors  generally. 


* See  Meek  & Hoflman,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1884, 227-231,  for  the  svnonymy  of  the 
American  species  of  this  genus,  and  Gill.  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884, 275,  for  the  full  syn- 
onymy of  the  genera  of  this  family  and  of  the  Siganidce. 

The  name  Teuthis  has  been  transferred  by  Cantor  and  Giintber  to  the  type  of  Teuthis 
javus,  the  genus  called  Sigam(s,  by  Forsklil,  and  Amphacanthus,  by  Bloch  & Schneider. 
The  application  of  the  laws  of  nomenclature  here  offers  some  difficulties,  as  the  name 
Teuthis  was  neglected  by  most  followers  of  Linnaius.  Apparently,  Dr.  Gill  is  right  in 
applying  the  name  to  the  present  genus  in  place  of  Acanthurus. 

3030 29 
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This  genus  includes  those  Teuthididce  which  have  the  tail  armed  with 
a sharp,  antrorse,  lancet-like,  movable  spine;  strong,  fixed,  incisor  teeth; 
ventral  rays,  I,  5,  and  usually  9 spines  in  the  dorsal  fin.  The  numerous 
species  are  found  in  all  tropical  seas ; herbivorous  fishes,  living  about  coral 
reefs ; the  adult  protected  by  the  murderous  caudal  spine,  which  grows 
larger  with  age.  (rsvOii,  the  Squid,  Lolhjo ; substituted  by  Linnseus  for 
Gronow’s  name,  Hepatus,  for  no  evident  reason.) 

a.  Caudal  spine  small ; species  pale,  barred  with  black.  triostegus,  2104. 

aa.  Caudal  spine  strong;  species  not  pale,  barred  with  black. 

b.  Dorsal  and  anal  without  yellow  streak,  widened  behind  on  dorsal  and  anal. 

c.  Outline  rhomboid,  the  depth  in  length,  color  brown,  washed -with  deep 
blue.  c.®RULEUS,  2105. 

cc.  Outline  ovate,  the  depth  about  2 in  length;  color  brown,  never  blue. 

d.  Caudal  simply  lunate.  HEPATUS,  2106. 

dd.  Caudal  deeply  emarginate. 

e.  Upper  lobe  of  caudal  not  filamentous.  crestonis,  2107. 

ee.  Upper  lobe  of  caudal  produced  in  a filament,  bahianus,  2108. 
bb.  Dorsal  and  anal  with  a yellow  streak  broadened  behind ; a fiesh-colored  crescent 
under  eye.  aliala,  2109. 

2104.  TEUTHIS  TRIOSTEGUS  (Linnmus). 

Head  3|;  depth  If;  eye  in  snout.  D.  IX,  23;  A.  Ill,  21.  Body  ovate, 
anterior  profile  gently  curved,  most  convex  over  eyes;  snout  somewhat 
produced,  concave  above.  Dorsal  fin  moderate,  anterior  spines  more  or 
less  concealed  in  the  skin,  the  longest  spines  about  in  snout,  the  soft 
rays  shorter ; first  anal  spine  very  short,  the  third  longest,  about  equal  to 
longest  dorsal  spines;  soft  portion  of  anal  about  as  high  as  the  third  anal 
spine;  caudal  slightly  lunate,  the  lobes  but  little  produced;  pectorals 
about  as  long  as  head;  veutrals  as  long  as  snout.  Color  in  life,  dark 
greenish  or  slaty  above,  with  yellowish  cloudings;  chin,  belly,  throat, 
and  a narrow  strip  along  base  of  anal,  white;  vertical  fins  dusky;  anal 
with  a narrow  white  margin ; pectorals  plain ; ventrals  white  on  under 
surface ; sides  with  5 black  bars  each  about  as  wide  as  pupil,  the  first, 
beginning  just  in  front  of  the  branchiostegals,  extends  upward  and  back- 
ward across  cheek,  through  eye  and  to  median  line  of  back,  where  it  meets 
its  fellow  from  the  other  side ; the  second  begins  at  front  of  dorsal  fin  and 
extends  downward  to  base  of  pectoral  from  which  point  it  is  continued 
downward  in  a narrower  line  beginning  on  base  of  pectoral  and  ending 
just  above  base  of  ventral;  the  third  begins  near  base  of  sixth  dorsal 
spine  and  extends  across  side  to  belly  at  a point  midway  between  anus 
and  beginning  of  anal  fin;  the  fourth  begins  on  base  of  first  dorsal  ray 
and  extends  to  first  anal  ray ; the  fifth  begins  at  base  of  seventh  dorsal 
ray  and  extends  across  side  to  base  of  fifth  anal  ray;  a black  spot  on 
upper  side  of  caudal  peduncle.  Pacific  Ocean;  very  abundant  about 
rocky  islands  from  New  Zealand  and  Australia  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
and  the  Revillagigedos;  not  yet  found  elsewhere  in  American  waters;  our 
specimens  from  Clarion  and  Socorro  islands,  {triostegus,  rpeii,  three; 
drey  GO,  to  cover.) 
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Chcetodon  triostegiis,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  x,  274,  1758,  India. 

Ilarpurus  fasciatus,  Fokstee,  Descr.  Anim.,  Ed.  Licht.,  216. 

Chcetodon  zebra,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  Ili,  25,  fig.  3, 1800,  no  locality. 

Acanthurus  zebra,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  546,  pi.  6,  fig.  3, 1802,  no  locality. 
Chcetodon  couaga,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  727, 1802,  no  locality. 

Acanthurus  hirundo,  Benxett,  Ceylon  Fishes,  11,  pi.  11,  1830,  Ceylon. 

Teuthis  australis,  Gbay,  in  King’s  Narr.  Surrey  Coast  of  Australia,  n.  435, 1826. 
Acanthurus  subarmatus,  Benxett,  ‘Whaling  Voyage,  ll,  278,  1840,  Society  Islands. 
Acanthurus  triostegus,  CuviKR  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  x,  197, 1835;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  Ill,  327, 1861. 

2105.  TEUTHIS  CERULEUS  (Bloch  <fe  Schneider). 

(Barbero;  Blue  Surgeon;  Blue  Tang.) 

Head  3^;  depth  li.  D.  IX,  27;  A.  Ill,  24.  Body  rhomboid,  the  anterior 
profile  subvertical,  nearly  straight,  making  an  angle  of  about  60^  with 
axis  of  body.  Caudal  deeply  emarginate,  its  lobes  subeqnal,  the  middle 
rays  f length  of  outer.  Color  deep  blue,  or  rather  brown,  washed  with 
deep  blue;  body  with  undulating  longitudinal  pale-blue  streaks,  no 
dark  cross  bars ; vertical  fins  blue  with  oblique  bronze  streaks ; lips  and 
caudal  spine  yellow ; edge  of  caudal  black ; pectorals  yellow ; young  with 
the  blue  shades  obsolete.  West  Indies ; generally  common  from  Key  West 
and  Bermuda  to  Bahia,  (cccruleus,  blue.) 

Txirdus  rhomboidalis,  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Carolina,  etc.,  1742,  based  in  part  on  Bloch. 
Acanthurus  cceruleus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  214, 1801,  after  Catesby,  Parra 
and  Browne,  Carolina,  Havana,  Jamaica;  Cm'iER  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat. 
Poiss.,  X,  179, 1835;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  336, 1861. 

Acanthurus  brevis,  POEY,  Memorias,  n,  207, 1860,  Antilles  and  Havana. 

Acanthurus  broussonetii,  Desmarest,  Prem.  Dec.  Ichth.,  26, 1823,  Cuba. 

Acronurus  cceruleatus,  Poey,  Enuineratio,  69, 1875,  Cuba  ; young. 

Teuthis  cceruleus.  Meek  & Hoffman,  L c.,  228, 1884. 

2106.  TEUTHIS  HEPATUS,  Linnaeus. 

(Common  Surgeon;  Doctor-fish;  Lancet-fish ; Barber;  Tang;  Saigneur;  Barbero.) 

Head  34;  depth  2.  D.  IX,  26;  A.  Ill,  24.  Form  ovate;  anterior  iirofile 
moderately  convex,  forming  an  angle  of  45°  with  axis  of  body.  Caudal 
simply  lunate,  its  inner  rays  about  length  of  outer  rays;  caudal  lobes 
subequal,  the  upper  never  filamentous.  Color  dark  olive  brown,  more  or 
less  distinctly  greenish ; middle  of  sides  paler;  sides  with  about  12  dis- 
tinct blackish  vertical  bars,  rather  narrower  than  the  interspaces,  most 
distinct  over  front  of  anal;  a brownish  stripe  along  base  of  dorsal;  spi- 
nous dorsal  with  alternate  stripes  running  upward  and  backward,  of  dark 
blue  and  bronze  olive,  the  two  colors  of  about  equal  width ; soft  dorsal 
with  a bluish  streak  on  the  anterior  side  of  each  ray,  and  a bronze  stripe 
behind  it ; fins  very  dark,  often  almost  black.  West  Indies;  common  from 
Florida  to  Bahia.  This  is  the  most  abundant  species  of  the  genus,  being 
apparently  common  throughout  the  West  Indies,  and  certainly  so  at  Key 
West  and  Cuba;  ranging  northward  perhaps  as  far  as  Charleston,  doubt- 
less not  to  New  York,  where  it  is  reported  on  the  authority  of  the  confused 
collection  of  Milbert.  {heimtus,  an  old  name  of  some  fish,  from  Jiepas, 
liver.) 
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Teuthis  hepatus,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xii,  507,  1766,  Carolina;  after  Hepatus  mucrone 
rejlexo,  Gronow. 

Chcetodon  chirurgut,  Bloch,  Ausl.  Fisch.,  99,  pi.  208,  No.  24, 1784,  Martinique  ; on  a draw- 
ing l)y  Plumier. 

Acanthurus  Tiepatus,  Bloch  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  211,  1801;  in  part,  not  of  later 
writer.s. 

Acanthurns  phlebotomus,  Cuvier  &,  Valenciennes,  Ilist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  x,  176, 1835,  Martin- 
ique, Brazil,  Havana,  New  York;  Poey,  Kepertorio,  i,  256,  1867;  PoEY,  Synopsis, 
245,  fig.  7, 1868. 

Acronurus  fuscus,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Gray,  119, 1854  (same  type  as  T.  hepatus  L.) 

Acromirus  carneus,  Poey,  Memoiras,  ii,  207, 1860,  Cuba ; young. 

Acanthurus  chirurgus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  x,  168,  1835;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  Ill,  329, 1861;  Poey,  Synopsis,  355, 1868;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  617, 1883. 

Acanthurus  nigricans,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  941,  1883;  not  Chcetodon  nigricans, 
Linmeus,  from  the  Bed  Sea. 

Teuthis  hepatus,  Meek  & Hoffman,  1.  c.,  229, 1884. 


2107.  TEUTHIS  CKESTOMS,  Jordan  & Starks. 

(Barbero  Negro.) 

HeadSi;  depth  1^.  D.IX,26;  A.II1,24;  suoiit  If  in  head ; eye  3f ; pec- 
toral equal  to  head ; caudal  f longer  than  head ; longest  dorsal  spine  equal- 
ing longest  soft  ray,  If  in  head ; ventral  If  in  head.  Body  deep  and  com- 
pressed, the  anterior  profile  steep,  convex  before  eye;  caudal  lunate,  the 
upper  ray  f longer  than  middle  one,  ventrals  very  long.  Body  slaty 
brown,  mottled  with  gray  but  without  bands;  dorsal  with  a bluish  gray 
band  at  base,  then  a bronze  one,  forking  on  soft  dorsal,  inclosing  a bluish 
gray  band;  5 gray  bands  and  4 bronze  ones  on  dorsal  more  or  less  distinct, 
especially  in  young;  anal  with  5 bluish  gray  and  5 bronze  bands 'more 
oblique  than  those  on  dorsal  and  hence  not  continuous  the  whole  length 
of  fin;  caudal  peduncle  black,  a whitish  yellow  cross  band  behind  spine, 
faint  in  adult,  the  anterior  margin  vertical,  the  posterior  concave;  rest 
of  caudal  black;  pectoral  yellowish;  ventrals  dusky,  the  spine  black. 
Adult  with  the  pectoral  quite  yellow;  pale  band  at  base  of  caudal  grow- 
ing faint  with  age;  a blue  streak  along  base  of  dorsal.  Length  8 to  10 
inches.  Rocky  shores  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico  from  Mazatlau  to 
Panama;  common  at  Mazatlau.  Also  obtained  liy  Dr.  Gilbert  in  1881 
at  Mazatlau  and  Panama.  These  specimens  having  been  destroyed  by 
lire,  have  never  been  described,  and  were  provisionally  and  incorrectly 
referred  to  the  West  Indian  species  Teuthis  tractus  (hahianus),  from  which 
this  species  differs  in  a few  respects.  (Named  for  Creston  * Island,  a com- 
manding peak  in  the  harbor  of  Mazatlau  at  the  base  of  which  this  species 
abounds.) 

Teuthis  crcstonis,  Jordan  & Starks,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 485,  iil.  47, 
Mazatlan.  (Type,  No.  2899,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  Hopkins  expedition  to  Sinaloa.) 

* “Beyond  the  headland  with  its  palm  tree  lone  ' 

Flashes  the  beacon  light  on  tall  Creston; 

The  last  and  haugliTiestof  the  craggy  horde. 

Sierra  Madre  sends  forth  oceanward.” 
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210S.  TEUTHIS  BAHIANUS  (Castelnau). 

(Barbeiro;  Ocean  Tang.) 

Head  3| ; depth  2.  D.  IX,  24 ; A.  Ill,  22.  Outline  ovate ; anterior  profile 
moderately  convex,  making  angle  of  45°  with  axis  of  body.  Caudal 
deeply  emarginate,  its  upper  lobe  much  the  longer,  in  adult  slender  and 
usually  produced  into  a filament,  the  inner  rays  f length  of  outer  rays 
(in  adult).  Color  dark  brown,  blotched  with  paler  below,  no  transverse 
l)ars;  brown,  wavy,  longitudinal  streaks  on  sides  of  body;  8 dark  lines 
running  parallel  with  edge  of  dorsal  fin  for  its  whole  length  and  separated 
by  interspaces  of  same  width;  margin  of  caudal  fin  bluish  with  a violet 
base;  no  distinct  dark  cross  bar  at  base  of  caudal.  Length  1 foot.  West 
Indies  and  neighboring  coasts  of  tropical  America  from  Key  West  to 
Bahia;  the  adult  easily  known  from  related  species  by  the  form  of  the 
caudal,  the  young  by  the  fin  rays  and  the  markings;  our  specimens  from 
Key  West  and  Bahia.  (Name  from  Bahia.) 

Acanthurus  bahianus,  Castelnau,  Anim.  nonv.  ou  Rares  de  L’ Amer.  du  Sud,  24,  pi.  11,  fig. 

1, 1855,  Bahia  ; JORDAN,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  323. 

Acanthurus  tractus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ll,  208, 1800,  Cuba  ; POEY,  Repertorio,  356, 1867 ; Jor- 
dan & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  941, 1883. 

Acronurus  nigriculus,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  69, 1875,  Cuba ; larval  form. 

Acanthurus  mafoidcs,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882, 626;  not  of  Cuvier  & 
Valenciennes. 

Teuthis  tractus,  Meek  & Hoffman,  1.  c.,  229, 1884. 


2109.  TEUTHIS  ALTALA  (Los.son). 

(Philosophe.) 

Head  3| ; depth  If  to  ; eye  34 ; maxillary  4^  in  head.  D.  IX,  30 ; A.  Ill, 
26;  from  eye  to  corner  of  mouth  If  in  head;  gill  opening  If  in  head; 
opercle  short  and  oliliquely  set,  4f  in  head;  humeral  bone  striate.  Body 
ovate,  strongly  compressed,  closely  covered  with  small  rough  scales  which 
become  shagr(‘en-like  on  head ; lateral  line  present  but  obscure ; anterior 
profile  strongly  convex  above  and  before  the  eye,  thence  somewhat  concave 
and  nearly  vertical  to  the  small  projecting  mouth.  Teeth  broad,  digitate, 
each  with  4 or  5 claw-like  serra)  at  tip ; lower  teeth  with  the  serr;e  much 
smaller,  forming  notches.  Jaws  very  short,  about  equal,  about  10  incisors 
in  each.  Anterior  nostril  moderate;  close  to  posterior,  which  is  much 
smaller.  Dorsal  and  anal  low,  continuous,  rounded  behind;  longest 
dorsal  ray  near  end  of  fin,  24  in  head;  longest  anal  ray  2 in  head;  caudal 
lunate,  upper  and  lower  angles  produced,  but  acuminate  and  short,  middle 
rays  If  in  head,  the  outer  1 in  head;  caudal  spine  very  strong,  24  in 
head,  attached  near  its  posterior  end,  the  short  sharp  posterior  end  free, 
the  long  kuife-like  anterior  portion  slipping  into  a groove  in  the  flesh; 
pectoral  long,  f longer  than  head;  ventrals  If  in  head.  Color  dark  pur- 
plish brown,  almost  black;  a pale-yellowish  or  flesh-colored  .crescentic 
area  under  eye;  a ring  of  pearly  whitish  around  mouth,  not  quite  contin- 
uous above ; a pale  streak  along  dorsal  fin,  widening  behind  into  a pale- 
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orange  patch,  occupying  f of  height  of  last  ray ; base  of  last  ray  dusky ; 
anal  marked  ih  the  same  way  as  the  soft  dorsal ; a very  narrow  pale  edge 
to  soft  parts  of  dorsal  and  anal ; pectoral  black ; caudal  abruptly  pale  at 
end  of  black  caudal  peduncle,  with  a curved  dark  streak  parallel  with 
edge  of  fin  and  nearly  the  diameter  of  the  eye  behind  it;  behind  this  a 
diffuse  yellow  area  parallel  with  the  dark  streak ; fin  behind  with  a nar- 
row pale  edging;  flap  of  opercle  narrowly  pale.  East  Indies  to  west 
coast  of  Mexico ; taken  in  abundance  on  Socorro  and  Clarion  islands  by 
Mr.  Richard  C.  McGregor.  Our  specimens  above  described  seem  to  agree 
in  all  respects  with  accounts  of  the  East  Indian  species,  {ikan-ali-ala, 
its  name  at  the  island  of  Oualan.) 

Acanthurus  aliala,  Lesson,  Voyage  Coquille,  Zool.,  ii,  150, 1830,  Oualan.  (Coll.  Lesson 
& Garnot.)  • 

Acanthurus  glaucopareius,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  x,  190, 1835,  Oualan  ; 
Molucca  (after  Harpurus  glaucopareius,  Forster,  unpublished  drawing  of  specimen 
from  Otaheite,  called  Harpurus  nigricans  by  Bloch  & Schneider)  ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii, 
339. 


665.  XESURUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

Xesurus,  Jordan  &.  Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  421, 1896  (punctatus). 

Teeth  in  1 row,  each  5-lobed ; caudal  peduncle  armed  with  3 large  bony 
plates,  placed  in  a right  line,  each  one  with  a bluntish,  nonserrated  keel. 
This  genus  is  close  to  the  East  Indian  genus,  Prionurus  Lac^p^.de,  differ- 
ing chiefly  in  the  character  of  the  caudal  armature,  the  plates  in  Prionurus 
being  small,  sharper,  and  in  greater  number,  scraping;  ovpd,  tail.) 

a.  Body  very  deep,  the  depth  in  adult  If  in  length ; body  and  fins  everywhere  covered 
with  round  blackish  spots;  caudal  plates  with  elevated  keel  (in  the  male),  sur- 
rounded by  smaller  tubercles.  punctatus,  2110. 

aa.  Body  not  very  deep,  not  covered  with  blackish  spots. 

h.  Body  ovate,  the  depth  2 in  length ; coloration  nearly  uniform. 

CLARIONIS,  2111. 

hb.  Body  oblong,  the  depth  2J  in  length ; a broad  brown  lateral  band. 

LATICLAVIUS,  2112. 


2110.  XESURUS  PUNCTATUS  (Gill). 

(COCHINITO.) 

Head  4;  depth  If.  D.  VII,  26,  or  VIII,  26;  A.  Ill,  23;  V.  I.  5;  snout  l^in 
head ; eye  5^ ; pectoral  long  as  head ; ventral  If  in  head ; caudal  If ; second 
dorsal  spine  2 in  head.  Adult  (of  16f  inches) : Body  deep,  compressed, 
covered  with  fine  velvet;  anterior  profile  concave  before  eye,  then  con- 
vex, the  short  conic  snout  projecting,  lower  jaw  included.  Preopercle 
obliquely  placed,  its  bony  edge  slightly  roughened.  Caudal  with  3 stout, 
compressed,  blunt  spines,  with  broad  bases,  the  tips  turned  upward,  the 
spines  whitish,  with  black  bases.  Some  specimens,  probably  females,  with 
no  other  spines;  others,  probably  males,  with  many  spines,  similar  in  form 
but  much  smaller,  scattered  over  posterior  half  of  body^,  most  numerous 
about  the  other  spines,  these  black  in  color.  Young  with  3 small  blunt 
lamime  only.  Gill  rakers  extremely  small  and  weak.  Caudal  evenly 
lunate ; pectoral  not  falcate.  Teeth  f on  each  side,  incisor-like,  lobate. 
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Color  of  adult,  olive  green,  slightly  paler  below,  everywhere  evenly  cov- 
ered with  small,  round,  black  spots,  close  set  but  not  confluent,  the  largest 
about  equal  to  nostril;  caudal  peduncle  and  fin  abruptly  bright  yellow, 
unspotted;  other  fins  colored  like  the  body  and  similarly  spotted,  the 
spots  more  sparse;  vertical  fins  dusky-edged,  the  spots  fewer  on  the  edge. 
Young,  light  steel  blue  or  gray,  paler  below ; a triangular  silvery  patch  on 
breast  and  opercles;  caudal  fin  canary  yellow,  sometimes  white,  clouded 
at  base ; second  dorsal  and  anal  black,  a dark  bar  from  nape  through  eye ; 
snout  dusky ; small  dark  spots  everywhere  on  body,  these  sometimes  so 
numerous  as  to  reduce  the  ground  color  to  reticulations.  Rocky  places 
on  the  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico ; reaching  a length  of  18  inches ; the  young 
of  1 or  2 inches  in  length  abundant  in  rock  pools  about  Cape  San  Lucas 
and  Mazatlan.  The  adult  taken  by  us  about  Creston  Island  and  by  Dr. 
Gilbert  about  the  Revillagigedos  and  Cape  San  Lucas,  {punctatus,  spotted.) 

Prionurus  punctatus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  242,  Cape  San  Lucas  ; young. 

(Coll.  John  Xantus.) 

Xesurus  punctatus,  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  486,  pi.  46, 1895. 

2111.  XESURUS  CLARIONIS,  Gilbert  & Starks. 

Head  3i  in  length  to  base  of  caudal;  depth  2.  D.  VII,  26;  A.  Ill,  22; 
eye  8 in  snout;  pectoral  4 in  length;  ventral  7.  Profile  undulating;  con- 
cave on  snout  and  above  eyes,  produced  before  eyes  and  at  occiput;  occi- 
put forming  a well-rounded  angle,  behind  which  the  curve  of  the  back  is 
uniform  to  the  caudal  peduncle.  Teeth  in  a single  row,  alike  in  both 
jaws,  wide  and  fiat  outer  margin  oblique,  divided  into  5 rounded  lobes; 
lower  jaw  included;  gill  opening  equal  in  length  to  pectoral;  first  dorsal 
spine  f as  long  as  the  others,  which  are  subequal;  A^eutral  spine  extend- 
ing to  middle  of  vent,  4 length  of  soft  rays;  upper  rays  of  pectoral  pro- 
duced, the  fin  somewhat  acute  at  tip ; posterior  margin  of  pectoral  concave; 
anal  slightly  higher  than  soft  rays  of  dorsal  but  similar  in  outline.  Body, 
head,  and  iins  everywhere  with  a villous  covering;  3 large  bony  plates 
near  tail,  not  with  recurved  spines  in  our  specimens.  Color  in  alcohol, 
uniform  dark  brown,  often  finely  mottled  with  darker  in  life,  the  caudal 
dark  yellowish.  Numerous  specimens  15  inches  long,  obtained  by  Dr. 
Gilbert  {Albatross  Coll.),  at  Clarion  Island  in  the  Revillagigedo  Archi- 
pelago. This  species  is  much  deeper  than  Xesurus  laticlavius,  as  shown  in 
the  figure  given  by  Valenciennes,  and  shows  no  lateral  band,  but  it  may 
be  the  adult  of  the  same  species. 

Xesurus  clarionis,  Gilbert  & Starks,  Proc,  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896,  445,  pi.  51,  Clarion  Island. 

2112.  XESURUS  LATICLAVIUS  (Valenciennes). 

Head  4 ; depth  2.^ ; eye  4 ; snout  H.  D.  VII,  27  (VIII,  28) ; A.  Ill  or  IV,  23. 
Snout  much  produced,  anterior  profile  below  eye  concave,  between  eye 
and  dorsal  fin  convex;  3 plates  on  median  line  of  caudal  peduncle,  of 
nearly  uniform  size;  8 incisors  on  each  side  of  upper  jaw.  Color  yellow- 
ish or  orange,  a broad  band  of  darker  or  brownish  extending  from  gill- 
opening to  base  of  caudal  fin,  narrowing  toward  posterior  end;  body 
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profusely  covered  with  fine  darker  punctulations ; fins  all  pale  orange. 
(Description  from  Valenciennes’s  plate,  which  may  incorrectly  represent 
Xesurus  imnctatus.).  Galapagos  Islands;  only  the  type  known,  {latus 
side;  elavis,  stripe.) 

Prionurus  laticlavius,  Valenciennes,  Voyage  Venus,  335,  pi.  7,  fig.  2,  1846,  Galapagos 
Islands;  Gunther,  Cat.,  m,  347,  1861. 


Group  PLEOTOGNATHI. 

(The  Plectognathous  Fishes.) 

One  of  the  most  important  offshoots  of  the  Acanihopteri  is  the  group  or 
order  Flectognathi,  including  the  3 suborders  of  Sclerodermi,  Ostracodermi^ 
and  Gymnodontes.  The  extremes  of  this  group  show  a remarkable  diver- 
gence from  the  usual  type  of  spiny-rayed  fishes.  The  more  generalized 
forms  are,  however,  very  close  to  the  group  called  Squamipinncs,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  family  of  Teutliididm.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  common 
origin  of  Balistidw  and  Teiitliididw  and  that  the  divergence  is  comparatively 
recent.  The  close  connection  of  these  groups  leads  us  to  subordinate  the 
Plectognatlii  to  the  Acanthopteri  and  to  place  its  3 suborders  in  their  natural 
position  as  an  offshoot  from  the  Squamipinnes.  The  Plectognatlii  may  be 
thus  defined : * 

Scapula  suspended  to  the  cranium  by  a post-temporal  which  is  short, 
undivided,  and  auchylosed  to  the  epiotic.  Premaxillaries  usually  coosified 
with  the  maxillaries  behind  and  the  dentary  bones  with  the  articular; 
interopercle  a slender  rod ; lower  pharyngeal  bones  distinct ; upper  pharyn- 
geals  laminar,  usually  vertical  and  transverse;  skin  usually  with  rough 
shields  or  scales  or  bony  plates;  skeleton  imperfectly  ossified,  the  number 
of  vertebriE  usually  small,  typically  less  than  24  (usually  14  to  20) ; rarely 
considerably  increased.  Gill-openings  restricted  to  the  sides;  ventral  fins 
reduced  or  wanting,  the  pelvic  bones  usually  elongate.  Spinous  dorsal 
small  or  wanting ; air  bladder  without  duct.  Fishes  chiefly  of  the  tropics, 
mostly  inactive  and  depending  on  their  tough  skin  or  bony  or  spinous 
armature  for  their  protection.  (TrAf^rd?,  braided  or  joined;  yvdOo<;,  jaw.) 

Suborders  of  Flectognathi. 

a.  Jjiws  with  distinct  teeth. 

h.  Spinous  dorsal  present;  body  with  scales  or  movable  plates.  Sclerodermi. 
hh.  Spinous  dorsal  wanting;  body  encased  in  an  immovable  carapace  of  hexagonal 
plates;  the  jaws,  bases  of  fins,  and  tail  only  free.  Ostracodermi. 

aa.  Jaws  each  modified  into  a sort  of  beak ; each  jaw  with  an  enamel-like  covering  and 
without  distinct  teeth  ; scales  rhomboid  or  spiniform,  with  root-like  insertions; 
spinous  dorsal  wanting.  Gymnodontes. 

* The  definition  of  this  group  is  taken  from  Dr.  Gill.  (Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  412.) 
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Suborder  SCLEEODEKMI. 

1 

Plcctognaths  witli  a spinous  dorsal  composed  of  one  or  more  spines 
inserted  just  behind  the  cranium;  body  of  the  normal  fish-like  shape; 
scales  rough,  or  spinigerous,  of  regular  form;  jaws  with  distinct  teeth, 
conical  or  incisor-like.  Four  families  may  be  recognized.  {6xXr]pd<i, 
hard;  df'pywa,  skin.) 

a.  Ventral  fins  represented  each  by  a large  spine,  normally  articulating  with  the  pelvic 
hones ; scales  rounded,  more  or  less  spinigerous ; vertebrm  19. 

Triacanthid.35,  clxviii. 

aa.  Ventral  fins  obsolete  or  the  pair  represented  by  a single  spine  at  the  end  of  the  long 
pelvic  hone;  scales  rough,  rhombic,  or  spiniform. 
b*  Vertebra;  in  small  number,  17  to  21 ; no  barbel  at  chin ; gill  opening  not  before 
the  eyes. 

c.  First  dorsal  composed  of  3,  rarely  2 spines,  the  first  spine  very  large,  the 
second  locking  it  in  erection ; scales  comparatively  large,  bony,  rough, 
forming  a coat  of  mail ; vertebra;  17.  Balistid.*;,  clxix. 

cc.  First  dorsal  of  a single  spine,  with  a rudiment  at  its  base ; scales  minute, 
not  bony,  the  edges  spinescent,  so  that  the  surface  of  the  body  is 
rough  velvety.  Monacanthid^,  clxx. 


Family  CLXVIII.  TRIACANTIIID^. 

Body  compressed,  covered  with  small  or  miuute  rounded  scales  more  or 
loss  spinigerous.  Mouth  small;  teeth  in  1 or  2 series  in  each  jaw,  conical 
or  incisor-like.  First  dorsal  fin  of  3 to  6 strong  spines,  the  first  one  largest ; 
soft  dorsal  rather  long  and  low,  similar  to  anal ; ventral  fins  each  a strong 
spine  attached  to  the  pelvic  bone;  vertebne  (in  Triacanthus)  9 + 10=19. 
Three  genera  and  about  5 species;  tropical  shore  fishes,  chiefly  East 
Indian,  1 of  them  American.  {Triacanthina,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  viii, 
208-211,1870.) 

Triacanthodin^.  : 

a.  Teeth  conical,  not  incisor-liko;  caudal  peduncle  short. 

h.  Teeth  in  one  row  in  each  jaw.  Hollardia,  666. 

666.  HOLLARDIA,  Poey. 

ITollardia,  Poet,  Memorias,  ii,  348, 1861  {hollardi). 

Body  compressed,  rhomboid;  the  back  elevated  mesially,  the  dorsal 
and  ventral  outlines  similar.  Dorsal  inserted  posteriorly,  with  6 spines, 
not  depressible  in  a furrow,  the  first  spine  much  larger  and  longer  than 
the  others;  ventral  spines  long  and  rough ; teeth  conical,  in  1 series,  about 
10  in  each  jaw ; no  distinct  lateral  line ; scales  each  of  several  simple  spines 
separate  to  the  base,  long  and  sharp.  One  species.  (Xamed  for  Henri  Hol- 
lard,t  at  one  time  professor  of  zoology  in  the  faculty  of  sciences  at  Poiters, 


* Vertebra;  29  or  30,  chin  with  a long  barbel,  gill  openings  before  the  eye.s,  in  the  East 
Indian  family,  I’siloccphalidce. 

t “ Je  prie  M.  Hollard  d’accepter  mon  hommage,  comme  un  tribut  de  reconnaissance 
pour  le  beau  travail  qu’il  a insOre  dans  les  Annales  des  Sciences  Naturelles.”  (Poey.) 
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Holland,  author  of  ^^Monographie  delafamille  des  Balistoides’’  (1853)  and 
other  papers,  the  chief  source  of  onr  knowledge  of  the  structure  and 
relations  of  the  Plectognaths.) 

2113.  HOLLARDIA  HOLLARDI,  Poey, 

Head  2|;  depth  If;  eye  large,  2f  in  head,  D.  AH,  17 ; A.  14;  P.  15;  C.  12, 
Upper  and  lower  profiles  of  head  equally  oblique;  first  dorsal  spine  at 
middle  of  body  and  at  its  highest  point;  teeth  slender,  5 + 5 in  each  jaw; 
fin  rays  all  rough ; ventral  spines  longer  than  longest  dorsal  spine.  If  in 
head;  soft  vertical  fins  rounded;  pectoral  short,  pointed;  gill  opening 
vertical ; skin  everywhere  very  rough.  Pale  greenish,  with  interrupted 
dark  hands,  Cuba;  a single  injured  specimen,  9f  inches  long,  washed 
ashore  on  the  reef  near  Havana, 

Uollardia  hollardi,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  348,  pi.  18,  fig.  11, 1861,  Cuba;  Gvntheh,  Cat.,  vm, 
209, 1870. 


Family  CLXIX,  BALISTID^. 

(The  Trigger-fishes.) 

Body  oblong,  or  ovate,  moderately  compressed,  covered  with  rather 
large  rough  scales  or  scutes  of  varying  form,  the  scutes  not  forming  an 
immovable  carapace.  Lateral  line  obscure  or  wanting.  Mouth  small, 
terminal,  low;  jaws  short,  each  with  about  1 series  of  separate  incisor- 
like teeth;  eye  near  occiput;  preorbital A^ery  deep.  Chin  without  barbel. 
Gill  oiieniugs  small,  slit-like,  above  or  in  front  of  pectoral  fins,  and  not 
before  eyes.  Dorsal  fins  2,  the  anterior  of  2 or  3 spines,  the  first  spine 
highest,  very  strong,  the  second  locking  it  in  erection;  second  dorsal 
remote  from  the  first,  of  many  soft  rays;  caudal  fin  rounded  or  forked; 
A'entral  fins  wanting,  their  place  occupied  by  a single  stout  thick  spine  at 
the  end  of  the  A^ery  long,  usually  moA^able,  pubic  bone.  Post-temporal 
short,  simple,  the  forks  obliterated,  the  bone  groAvn  solidly  to  the  skull, 
and  with  no  foramen.  A'^ertebrie  in  reduced  number  (17).  Genera  about 
9,  species  about  50.  Shore  fishes  of  the  tropical  seas,  of  rather  large  size,' 
carniA’orous  or  partly  herbivorous,  very  rarely  used  as  food,  many  of  them 
reputed  as  poisonous.  According  to  Dr.  Day,  “Eating  the  flesh  of  these 
fishes  occasions  in  places  symptoms  of  most  Aurulent  poisoning.  Dr.  Men- 
nier,  at  the  Mauritius,  considers  that  the  poisonous  flesh  acts  primarily  on 
the  nerAmus  tissue  of  t*he  stomach,  occasioning  violent  spasms  of  that 
organ  and  shortly  afterwards  of  all  the  muscles  of  the  body.  The  frame 
becomes  racked  with  spasms,  the  tongue  thickened,  the  eye  fixed,  the 
breathing  laborious,  and  the  patient  expires  in  a paroxysm  of  extreme 
suffering.”  {Balistidw,  genus  Balistes,  Gunther,  Cat.,  vii,  211-229, 1870.) 

a.  Caudal  peduncle  compre.ssed. 

b.  Teeth  Avhite  or  pale,  not  red. 

c.  Teeth  unequal,  oblique,  each  one  deeply  notched. 

d.  Gill  opening  A7ith  a number  of  enlarged  bony  plates  or  scutes  behind 
it;  ventral  flap  movable,  supported  by  a series  of  spines,  more  or 
less  free  at  tip,  and  resembling  fin  rays ; cheeks  entirely  scaled, 
without  naked  grooves  or  patches;  eye  with  a groove  before  it; 
scales  rather  small,  50  to  75. 
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e.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  falcate  in  the  adult;  caudal  lobes  acuminate 
in  adult;  lateral  line  slender,  undulate,  more  or  less  developed; 
scales  of  tail  and  posterior  parts  unarmed,  similar  to  those  on 
rest  of  body;  ventral  flap  with  slender,  sharp  spines;  third 
dorsal  spine  little  smaller  than  second  and  remote  from  it. 

Balistes,  667. 

ee.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  low  and  rounded,  their  angles  and  those  of 
caudal  not  produced ; lateral  line  obsolete,  or  with  a trace  at 
the  shoulder;  scales  of  posterior  parts  each  with  a blunt 
spine  or  tubercle ; ventral  flap  narrow,  its  supporting  spines 
stout  and  thick  in  the  adult ; third  dorsal  spine  small. 

Pachynathus,  668. 

dd.  Gill  opening  with  only  ordinary  scales  behind  it;  no  enlarged  plates 
or  scutes ; ventral  flap  scarcely  movable,  its  surface  scaled ; lat- 
eral line  obsolete;  third  dorsal  spine  small  or  wanting;  vertical 
fins  in  adult  more  or  less  angulate  or  falcate. 

/.  Chin  not  projecting;  cheeks  closely  scaled;  dorsal  spines  3; 
scales  of  posterior  parts  unarmed  or  keeled. 

Canthideemis,  669. 

ff.  Chin  much  projecting;  cheek  with  3 to  5 narrow  parallel 
grooves;  dorsal  spines  2;  scales  of  posterior  parts  more  or 
less  keeled.  Xanthichthys,  670. 

cc.  Teeth  eve;),  incisor-like;  scales  of  posterior  parts  more  or  less  keeled;  a 
groove  before  eye,  enlarged  scutes  behind  it;  lateral  line  obsolete; 
third  dorsal  spine  small  or  wanting;  cheeks  entirely  scaled,  but  marked 
by  narrow  grooves;  enlarged  scales  present  behind  gill  opening;  ven- 
tral flap  scarcely  movable,  its  surface  scaled;  vertical  fins  more  or  less 
angulated.  Melichthys,  671. 

667.  BALISTES  (Artccii)  Linnoeus. 

(Trigger- FISHES. ) 

Balistes  (Artedi)  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  327,  1758  (vetula). 

Capriscus,  Rafinesque,  Indice,  41,  1810  (capriscus) . 

Ohalisoma,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class’n  Fishes,  ii,  325, 1839  (pidcherrima) . 

Capriscus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class’n  Fishes,  ii,  326, 1839  {capriscus,  after  Capriscus  of 
WlLLUGHBY). 

Body  compressed,  covered  with  thick,  rough  scales  or  plates  of  moder- 
ate size,  50  to  75  in  a lengthwise  series;  a naked  groove  before  eye  below 
nostrils;  lateral  line  more  or  less  developed,  very  slender,  undulate,  con- 
spicuous only  when  the  scales  are  dry,  extending  on  the  cheeks.  Pelvic 
flap  large,  movable,  supported  by  a series  of  slender,  pungent  spines. 
Caudal  peduncle  compressed,  its  scales  unarmed,  without  spines  or  differ- 
entiated tubercles  similar  to  those  on  rest  of  body.  Gill  opening  with 
enlarged  bony  scutes  behind  it;  cheeks  entirely  scaly,  without  naked 
patches  or  grooves.  Both  jaws  w'ith  irregular,  incisor-like  teeth,  usually 
4 on  each  side  in  each  jaw.  First  dorsal  of  3 spines,  the  anterior  of  which 
is  much  the  largest,  the  second  acting  as  a trigger,  locking  the  first  when 
erected;  the  third  nearly  as  large  as  second  and  remote  from  it ; second 
dorsal  and  anal  long,  similar  to  each  other,  in  the  adult  always  falcate  or 
filamentous  in  front;  caudal  fin  rounded,  with  the  outer  rays  much  pro- 
duced in  the  adult;  branchiostegals  6;  vertebrae  7 -f- 10.  Species  rather 
few,  chiefly  American ; some  of  them  straying  to  the  Old  World.  {fSdXXoo, 


1700 


Bulletin  ^7,  United  States  National  Mtiseum. 


to  shoot;  liaUsta,  an  instrnment  for  throwing  arrows,  in  allusion  to  the 
trigger-like  spine ; the  word  is  taken  directly  from  the  Italian  name  Pesce 
Balistra,  cross-how  fish.) 

Capriscus  : 

a.  Lateral*  line  complete,  beginning  on  the  lower  part  of  cheek,  thence  extending 
upward  to  behind  eye,  thence  backward  to  beyond  first  dorsal,  thence  abruptly 
downward  to  above  anal,  then  upward  and  at  last  horizontally  backward  on 
caudal  peduncle,  the  line  everywhere  much  undulated,  the  lines  of  the  two  sides 
connected  by  a cross  line  at  the  nape;  dorsal  fin  falcate  or  filamentous;  dorsal 
rays  about  III,  27 ; A.  25. 

5.  Scales  quite  small,  about  70  to  75  in  a lengthwise  series ; dorsal  and  anal  unmarked 
or  nearly  so.  polylepis,  2114. 

hh.  Scales  moderate,  in  about  60  (50  to  65)  in  a lengthwise  series, 
c.  Body  with  few  blue  spots  or  none. 

d.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  plain  dusky  olive;  scales  50.  napfragium,  2115. 
dd.  Dorsal  and  anal  with  oblique  dark  bands  of  bluish  spots;  young 
clouded,  and  with  vague,  dusky  blotches  at  base  of  dorsal;  scales 
about  60.  CAROLINENSIS,  2116. 

cc.  Body  covered  with  roundish  blue-black  spots;  dorsal  and  anal  similarly 
spotted.  FORCIPATUS,  2117. 

Balistes  : 

aa.  Lateral  line  incomplete,  usually  developed  only  on  head,  nape,  and  caudal  peduncle ; 
cheek  with  2 broad  curved  blue  bands;  smaller  bands  radiating  from  eye;  dorsal 
in  adult  with  the  anterior  rays  filamentous.  D.  Ill,  28  or  29;  A.  25  to  27;  scales 
60  to  6.3 ; dorsal  and  anal  with  oblique  bluish  bands ; 37  scales  between  origin  of 
dorsal  and  vent.  vetula,  2118. 


Subgenus  CAPRISCUS,  Rafinesque. 

2114.  BALISTES  POLYLEPIS,  Steindachner. 

(Pez  Puerco.) 

Head  3^  to  3^;  depth  If;  snout  If  in  head;  eye  5 in  head.  D.  Ill,  27;  A. 
25  or  26;  scales  70  to  75.  Caudal  peduncle  unarmed.  Upper  profile  mod- 
erately elevated.  Eight  teeth  in  each  jaw ; a group  of  large  plates  behind 
gill  opening ; a groove  below  the  nostril.  Dorsal  aud  anal  much  elevated 
in  front,  the  longest  rays  about  as  long  as  head  in  the  adult;  caudal  con- 
cave, with  its  angles  much  produced ; pectoral  short ; lateral  line  exactly 
as  in  Balistes  carolinensis.  Color  brown,  a half  ring  at  the  corner  of  the 
mouth ; diffuse  blue  spots  on  nape  and  about  spinous  dorsal ; vertical  fins 
nearly  plain  olivaceous.  Lower  California  to  Panama,  generally  common ; 
a large  species,  reaching  a length  of  2 feet.  {itoXv'i,  many;  XsTtii,  scale.) 

Balistes  polylepis,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitr.,v,  21,  1876,  Magdalena  Bay;  Mazatlan; 

Acapulco. 


2115.  BALISTES  NAUFRAGIUM,  Jordan  & Starks. 

(Pez  Puerco  de  las  Piedras.) 

Head  3;  depth  1|.  D.  Ill,  27;  A.  24;  scales  .50, 12  rows  on  cheek ; snout 
If  in  head ; eye  5 ; first  dorsal  spine  If ; longest  ray  If ; longest  anal  ray  If ; 
upper  caudal  lobe  If;  pectoral  2f.  Body  very  plump,  not  strongly  com- 


The  lateral  line  iu  these  fishes  is  usually  not  noticeable  unless  the  scales  are  dry. 
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pressed;  no  spiuules  on  caudal  peduncle;  a few  larger  scutes  beliind  gill 
openings;  groove  before  eye  slight,  not  naked.  Lateral  line  traceable  for 
most  of  its  length.  First  dorsal  spine  very  stout,  the  third  remote,  mod- 
erate; dorsal  moderately  elevated  and  falcate;  anal  rounded;  caudal 
double  concave,  the  pointed  outer  rays  longer  than  the  rounded  inner 
ones.  Dark  dull  olive  green,  nearly  plain,  edges  of  scales  largely  pale  l)lue, 
especially  toward  the  tail;  faint  traces  of  numerous  dark  cross  bands;  no 
streaks  on  cheeks ; fins  dusky  olive,  the  pectoral  and  first  dorsal  paler, 
base  of  pectoral  dusky.  Several  specimens,  each  about  a foot  long,  were 
taken  from  the  wreck  of  a French  man-of-war  in  the  Astillero  at  Mazat- 
lan  by  using  dynamite.  Found  in  company  with  Pomacanthus  zonipectus 
and  Xesuriis  imnciatus.  (naufragium,  a shipwreck.) 

Balistes  wav/rar/wm,  Jordan  & Starks,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 488, 
Mazatlan.  (Type,  No.  1656,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll,  Hopkins  Expedition  to  Sinaloa.) 

2116.  BALISTES  CAROLIXENSIS,  Gmelin. 

(Leather  Jacket;  Cucuyo;  “Turbot,”) 

Head  3J;  depth  If.  D.  Ill,  27 ; A.  25 ; scales  usually  about  60  (55  to  63) ; 
about  35  scales  in  an  oblique  series  from  vent  upward  and  forward.  Third 
dorsal  spine  shorter  but  stouter  than  the  second  and  remote  from  it;  plates 
on  head  similar  to  those  on  body ; caudal  lobes  produced  in  adult ; soft 
dorsal  high,  its  longest  rays  elevated  but  not  filamentous,  in  adulb  If  in 
head.  Ventral  flap  large,  supported  by  several  slender  pungent  spines, 
resembling  fin  spines.  Lateral  line  very  slender,  showing  only  as  the 
scales  begin  to  dry,  its  course  everywhere  undulating  and  very  crooked; 
it  extends  from  eye  backward  to  interspace  between  dorsals,  then  bends 
abruptly  and  obliquely  downward  to  opposite  first  third  of  anal,  then 
forms  a V-shaped  figure,  returning  back  to  level  of  middle  of  caudal 
peduncle,  whence  nearly  straight  to  base  of  caudal ; a branch  from  behind 
eye  extends  obliquely  downward  and  forward  to  the  breast  below  pecto- 
rals ; a cross  branch  at  the  nape  connects  the  lateral  lines  of  the  two  sides. 
Color  in  life,  olive  gray;  a more  or  less  distinct  darker  cross  bar  under 
front  of  second  dorsal  and  1 under  last  ray;  some  small  violet  spots  on 
upper  part  of  back;  usually  a ring  of  blue  spots,  alternating  with  olive- 
green  streaks,  about  eye ; violaceous  marks  on  sides  of  snout ; first  dorsal 
spotted  and  clouded  with  bluish ; second  dorsal  pale  yellowish  with  clear 
sky-blue  spots  separated  by  olive-green  reticulations,  the  spots  arranged  in 
rows;  blue  markings  all  fading  in  alcohol,  leaving  the  olivaceous  streaks; 
base  of  dorsal  with  3 or  4 dark  diffuse  shades  in  the  young;  base  of  pecto- 
ral bluish,  with  olive  spots;  anal  colored  like  soft  dorsal;  ])ectoral  green- 
ish. Tropical  parts  of  the  Atlantic;  occasional  northward  in  the  Gulf 
Stream;  very  common  on  our  coast  and  in  the  Mediterranean,  rarely  north 
to  England.  (Eii.) 

Balistes  carolinensis,  Gimelin,  Syst.  Nat.,  l,  1468,  1788,  Carolina. 

Balistes  caprisous,  Gmelin,  Syst.  Nat,,  i,  1471,  1788,  Indian  and  American  Oceans,  after 
Gronow;  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  217,  1870;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  855,  1883. 
Balistes  biiniva,  Lac6pede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  i,  1798,  Nice;  on  a specimen  received  from 
Professor  Buniva. 
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Balistes  caprinus,  Valenciennes,  Ichth.  lies  Canaries,  94,  pi.  16,  1836,  Canaries. 

Balistes  fiiliginosus,  De  Kay,  IST.  T.  Fauna:  Fishes,  339,  pi.  57,  fig.  188, 1842,  New  York. 
Balistes  tceniopterus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  326,  1861,  Havana ; adult. 

2117.  BALISTES  FOKCIPATES,  Gmelin. 

Head  3;  depth  2}  in  adult.  D.  Ill,  26  to  28;  A.  25  to  27;  scales  60;  eye 
4f  in  head;  snout  3J.  General  form  of  Balistes  capriscus.  First  dorsal 
spine  stout,  rough  anteriorly;  third  spine  small,  inserted  well  behind 
second;  soft  dorsal  with  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  rays  much  elevated, 
considerably  longer  than  head,  in  males  at  least;  anal  rounded,  its  ante- 
rior rays  not  elevated;  caudal  double  concave,  its  upper  rays  produced 
in  a short  acute  lobe.  Four  scapular  plates — 2 large,  2 small.  Golden 
brown  above,  yellowish  below;  sides  of  head  with  many  greenish-hlue 
sjiots,  oblong  in  form;  a streak  of  similar  color  across  snout;  sides  of  body 
with  hlue-hlack  spots  larger  than  those  on  head ; larger  on  lower  parts 
but  most  distinct  on  back;  most  of  these  with  a pale  ring  or  ocellus;  soft 
dorsal  with  similar  spots,  smaller  and  more  ocellate;  anal  with  smaller 
spots  closer  together;  caudal  unspotted;  base  of  pectoral  blotched  with 
black.  Lateral  line  evident.  (Steindachner.)  West  coast  of  Africa  and 
the  neighboring  islands,  apparently  straying  to  America,  if  Balistes  mori- 
bundus  and  Balistes  poicelli  are  the  same,  as  seems  probable,  {forcipatus, 
having  forceps,  from  the  form  of  the  tail.) 

Stipvisch,  WiLLUGHBY,  Hist.  Pise.,  Appendix,  7,  pi.  9,  f.  4,  1686,  High  Seas,  near  St. 
Vincent. 

Guaperva  lata  forcipata,  Lister,  in  Wiirughby,  Hist.  Pise.,  Appendix,  21,  pi.  1,  22,  1686, 
Brazil. 

Balistes  forcipatxis,  Gmelin,  Syst.  Hat.,  i,  1472,  1788,  Brazil;  after  Guaperva  lata  of 
Lister;  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  216,  1870. 

Balistes  punctatus,  Gmelin,  Syst.  Hat.,  i,  1472,  1788;  after  Stipvisch  of  tViLLUGHBY. 
Balistes  spilotopterygius,  Walbaum,  Artedi  Piseium,  ill,  455,  1792,  Brazil ; after  Guaperva 
lata.  Lister. 

Balistes  guttatus,  Walbaum,  Artedi  Pise.,  iii,  467,  1792,  St.  Vincent;  after  Stipvisch  of 
Willughby. 

Balistes  ciliaris,  Bloch  <fc  Schneider,  Syst.  lelith.,  471, 1801,  Brazil ; after  Lister. 
Balistes  liberiensis,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Hotizen,  iv,  9,  1867,  Monrovia  in  Liberia. 

? Balistes  poivelli,*  Cope,  Proc.  Ac.  Hat.  Sci.  Phila.  1870,  120,  Newport,  R.  I.  (young); 
Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  855,  1883. 

Balistes  moribunchis,f  Cope,  Trans.  Amer.  Phil.  Soc.  1871,  479,  St.  Martins;  young. 


* Balistes  poivelli.  Cope.  Head  3J  in  total  length;  depth  1|.  D.  III.  26;  A.  22.  Form 
elevated,  profile  convex;  scales  without  prominent  spines;  2 or  3 scapular  plates;  first 
dorsal  spine  rugose,  IJ  in  muzzle;  third  dorsal  spine  well  developed.  Ashy  above,  pale 
below;  sides  everywhere  with  series  of  longitudinally  oval  azure  spots;  dorsal  and  anal 
fins  marked  with  smaller  blue  spots.  (Cope.)  Hewport,  Rhode  Island;  a doubtful  spe- 
cies, probably  the  young  of  Balistes  forcipatus ; in  any  event  a species  straying  from  the 
West  Indies  in  the  Gulf  Stream.  The  shorter  anal  is  the  only  evident  character  by  which 
powelli  could  be  distinguished  from  forcipatus.  (Hamed  for  its  discoverer,  Samuel  Powell, 
of  HeAvport.) 

t The  following  is  a description  of  the  type  of  Balistes  moribundus.  Cope:  Head  2|; 
depth  1|  in  A^ery  young;  eye  2 in  snout  in  young.  D.  29;  A.  26;  scales  about  60.  Hone  of 
the  rays  produced  (in  the  young).  Caudal  regularly  convex,  probably  concave  with  age; 
first  dorsal  spine  bri.stly  in  front;  third  spine  well  developed,  much  behind  second;  pel- 
vic bone  elongate,  spinous  behind,  its  posterior  part  movable,  its  flap  with  ray-like  spines; 
scapular  plates  about  4;  anterior  teeth  acuminate;  cheek  scales  numerous,  rugose,  no 
naked  fissures ; anterior  profile  of  head  nearly  straight ; scales  rough,  their  outlines  in- 
distinct, each  with  2 rows  of  spinules,  several  in  an  anterior  curved  row,  and  2 in  a 
posterior  row ; no  spines  on  caudal  peduncle;  lateral  line  not  evident  in  the  type,  prob- 
ably appearing  AAuth  age.  Color  brown,  with  many  small,  pale-blue  spots  all  over  sides  of 
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Subgenus  BALISTES. 

2118.  BALISTES  VETULA,  Linnaeus. 

(Old  Wife;  Old  Wench ; Cochino.) 

Head  3;  depth  If . D.  Ill,  29;  A.  27;  scales  63.  Lateral  line  placed  as 
in  Batistes  carolinensis,  hut  the  median  part,  from  base  of  first  dorsal  to 
front  of  caudal  peduncle  wanting  in  the  adult,  branch  on  cheek  ceasing 
opposite  gill  opening ; cross  branch  iiresent ; ventral  flap  well  developed, 
with  slender,  sharp  spines.  Scales  on  head  much  smaller  and  more  crowded 
than  those  on  body ; third  dorsal  spine  rather  shorter  and  weaker  than 
second,  remote  from  it ; caudal  fin  widely  forked,  the  lobes  filamentous 
and  about  equal;  dorsal  in  adult  filamentous  at  tip^  anal  little  elevated 
anteriorly.  Two  curved,  strongly  marked,  bluish,  dark-edged  bands  on 
the  side  of  the  head,  the  lower  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth  toward  the 
throat,  the  upper  from  above  the  snout  to  the  root  of  the  pectoral ; the 
color  persistent  in  alcohol;  a black,  light-edged  line,  similarly  curved 
below  the  eye ; several  other  similar  lines  radiating  from  the  eye ; caudal 
fin  margined  above  and  below  with  bluish,  and  with  an  intra-marginal 
bluish  band ; dorsal  and  anal  fins  with  transverse  bluish  bauds ; young  with 
some  irregular  oblique  black  lines  following  the  rows  of  scales.  Tropical 
parts  of  the  Atlantic.  This  species,  according  to  Day,  occurs  also  on  the 
coast  of  India,  but  the  Indian  form,  called  Balistes  vetula,  has  a larger 
number  of  fin  rays.  Common  in  the  West  Indies ; occasionally  northward 
in  the  Gulf  Stream  as  far  as  Woods  Hole,  {vetula,  an  old  woman;  a 
name  commonly  used  for  the  species  in  the  West  Indies,  and,^  like  vieja, 
its  Spanish  cognate,  also  ajiplied  to  certain  Labroids.) 

Ouaperva,  Marcgrave,  Hist.  Bras.,  163,  1648,  Brazil. 

Turdus  oculo  radiato  (the  Old  Wife)  Catesby,  Hist.  Carol,  pi.  22,  1725,  Bahamas. 

Balistes  vetula,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  329,  1758,  Ascension  Island;  after  Balistes 
vetula  of  OSBECK,  Iter  Chinensis,  294,  1757;  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  215,  1870;  Jordan 
& Gilbert,  Synopsis,  855,  1883. 

Balistes  bellus,  Walbaum,  Artedi  Piscium,  iii,  467,  1792,  West  Indies,  after  Froyer. 
Chaliosma  velata,  Swainson,  Class’ n Fishes,  n,  325,1839,  after  Fet»(a;  probably  a misprint. 
Balistes  equestris,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Gray,  31,  1854,  American  Seas. 


668.  PACHYNATHUS,  Swainson. 


Bachynathus,  Swainson,  Class’n  Fishes,  ii,  326, 1839  {triangularis=capistratus) ; notBachy- 
gnatha  nor  Bachygnathus,  both  these  names  earlier  used  for  genera  of  spiders. 

This  genus  differs  from  Balistes  in  the  rounded  outlines  of  the  vertical 
fins  and  in  the  presence  of  spines  or  tubercles  on  the  scales  of  the  poste- 
rior part  of  the  body.  Ventral  flap  small,  somewhat  movable,  its  support- 


head  and  body,  most  of  them  oblong,  most  distinct  posteriorly,  wanting  on  breast;  other 
spots  distinct  on  sides  of  snout;  3 largo  black  blotches  at  base  of  second  dorsal  tin 
and  1 at  base  of  first,  the  latter  diffuse,  vague  dark  bands  descending  from  the.se;  dor- 
sal and  anal  with  pale  spots,  none  on  caudal;  base  of  pectoral  dusky.  St.  Martins  Island, 
in  the  West  Indies;  kno^vn  from  1 very  young  example  obtained  by  Dr.  von  Eijersma; 
the  above  description  from  this  specimen  which  is  probably  the  young  of  Balistes  forci- 
palus,  from  which  only  the  rounded  fins  distinguish  it;  this  evidently  a character  of 
immaturity.  We  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Edward  J.  Nolan  for  an  opportunity 
to  examine  this  and  others  of  Professor  Cope’s  types,  {moribundus,  causing  death.) 
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ing  sjiines  short  and  very  thick;  lateral  line  reduced  to  a trace  at  the 
shoulder.  From  the  more  closel}^  allied  genus  Balistapus,  to  which  most 
of  the  East  Indian  Balistoids  belong,  Fachynatlius  diifers  chiefly  in  the 
presence  of  the  preocular  groove.  Species  rather  few;  all  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean;  1 ranging  to  our  coasts.  thick ; yvdOo'^,  jaw,  hence  cor- 

rectly written  Pachygnathiis,  a name  preoccupied.) 

2119.  PACHTNATHUS  CAPISTRATUS  (Shaw). 

(Pez  Puerco.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2.  D.  Ill,  30  or  31;  A.  27  or  28;  scales  54  to  64.  Body 
rather  ohlong,  a groove  before  the  eye.  Each  scale,  for  about  9 rows  on 
the  tail  and  posterior  part  of  sides,  with  a small,  smooth,  inconspicuous 
tubercle;  about  34  scales  in  several  parallel  horizontal  streaks  in  front  of 
pectoral,  a transverse  series  from  soft  dorsal  to  vent ; a few  bony  scutes 
behind  the  gill  opening,  1 of  these  considerably  enlarged.  Lateral  line 
obsolete,  reduced  to  a slender  groove  on  a few  scales  behind  eye.  Dorsal 
and  anal  fins  rather  low,  with  outlines  rounded  or  slightly  angular  in  front, 
the  first  rays  not  produced ; caudal  double  truncate,  the  angles  scarcely 
produced.  First  dorsal  spine  strong,  somewhat  roughened.  Ventral  flap 
small,  somewhat  movable,  supj)orted  by  a few  short,  thick  spines.  Uniform 
blackish  brown ; a yellowish  ring  from  middle  of  upper  lip  around  the 
lower  jaw;  a straight  yellow  stripe  from  this  ring  toward  the  pectoral, 
not  reaching  the  gill  opening ; this  sometimes  absent  or  indistinct.  Two 
types  of  coloration  seen  by  us.  Some  specimens,  probably  females,* 
are  dull  olive  with  darker  clouds;  no  yellow  on  posterior  parts  which  are 
scarcely  paler  behind;  fins  all  plain  olive  blackish;  streak  behind  mouth 
light  bluish,  very  faint,  soon  fading  after  death ; lower  lip  blue,  then  golden, 
then  a blue  ring,  then  yellow,  then  bluish;  upper  lip  livid,  bluish  above. 
Other  specimens,  which  are  probably  males,  are  dark  olive  clouded  with 
darker;  posterior  half  of  body  deep  yellow  below  median  line;  fins  black- 
ish ; first  dorsal  bright  olive  yellow  on  membranes ; green  on  caudal  mem- 
branes, the  rays  black;  anal  reddish;,  streak  behind  mouth  bright  red  in 
one,  whitish  in  another;  upper  lip  livid  blue,  then  orange,  then  golden, 
then  livid,  blue,  or  purplish,  then  orange,  then  crimson,  then  dark.  Still 
other  specimens  have  whitish  marks  instead  of  red.  Pacific  Ocean ; widely 
distributed  through  the  East  Indies  and  on  the  coast  of  China;  also  abun- 
dant on  the  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America  from  Magdalena  Bay  to  the 
Galapagos.  The  specimens  here  described  from  the  Yenados  and  Creston 
islands  at  Mazatlan,  and  from  La  Paz  and  Chatham  Island.  Our  (male) 
specimens  agree  perfectly  with  BleekePs  figure  drawn  from  East  Indian 
examples,  {capistratus,  bridled.) 

Le  Baliste  bride,  Lacep^de,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  i,  835,  1798;  on  adrawingby  COjMMEBSON; 
without  locality. 

Batistes  capistratus,  ^B.A'W,  Gen’l  Zool.,  v,  417, 1804;  after  Lacep£:de. 

Batistes  amboinensis.  Gray,  Hardwicke,  Illust.  Indian  Zodl.,  1834,  Amboina. 


*The  sexual  organs  in  specimens  taken  at  Mazatlan  in  January  are  too  little  developed 
to  enable  us  to  recognize  the  distinctions. 
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Balistes  mitis,  Bennett,  Proc.  Comm.  Zool.  Soc.,  i,  1831,  169,  East  Indies  ; Gunther,  Cat., 
VIII,  218, 1870. 

Pachynatlms  triangularis,  Swainson,  Class’n  Fishes,  ii,  326  1839,  Vizagapatam  ; after 
Bussell,  pi.  20. 

Balistes  Mppe,  Kichardson,  Yoy.  Sulphur,  Fishes,  127, 1843,  East  Indies. 

Balistes  frenatus,  Kichardson,  1.  c.,  129,  1843,  East  Indies;  Bleeker,  Atlas  Ind.,  pi.  323, 
1862. 

Balistes  schynittii,  Bleeker,  Verb.  Bat.  Gen.,  xxiv,  37, 1852,  Sumatra. 


669,  CANTHIDERMIS,  Swainson. 

(SOBACOS.) 

Canthidermis,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class’n.  Anim.,  ii,  325, 1839  (angulosus=maculatus). 

This  genus  differs  from  Balistes  chiefly  in  having  the  gill  opening  sur- 
rounded by  ordinary  scales,  there  being  no  developed  bony  scutes  behind 
it.  Body  much  more  elongate  than  in  Balistes;  dorsal  spines  3;  dorsal 
and  anal  elevated  in  front;  caudal  with  its  angles  acute;  scales  moderate, 
not  very  rough;  scales  of  caudal  peduncle  unarmed,  or  with  a median 
spine;  cheeks  completely  scaled;  a naked  groove  before  eye.  Species 
not  well  known,  inhabiting  both  Indies.  Giinther  places  all  except  C. 
aureolus  in  the  synonymy  of  Canthidermis  maculatus.  The  variation  in 
squamation  and  in  the  number  of  fin  rays  shows  that  at  least  C.  snfflamen 
and  especially  C.  sohaco  are  distinct  from  C.  maculatus.  (dnavOa,  spine; 
depjxa,  skin.) 

a.  Scales  of  trunk  each  with  a median  spine  or  keel;  eye  moderate,  4 in  snout  measured 
obliquely ; tips  of  vertical  fins  moderately  produced ; D.  Ill,  26 ; A.  24. 

SOBACO,  2120. 

aa.  Scales  of  trunk  without  median  spines  or  keel. 

b.  Dor.sal  rays  III,  27;  anal  rays  25.  Eye  large,  3 in  snout,  measured  obliquely; 
tips  of  vertical  fins  much  produced;  adult  plain  brownish,  unspotted,  hut 
sometimes  clouded  with  paler.  sufflamen,  2121. 

bb.  Dorsal  rays  III,  22  to  24;  anal  19  to  2t;  scales  not  very  rough;  adult  with 
more  or  less  of  blue  or  pale  spots.  maculatus,  2122. 

bbb.  Dorsal  rays  III,  20;  anal  rays  17 ; lower  parts  spotted  with  white. 

WILLUGHBEIl,  2123. 


2120.  CAMHIDEIOIIS  SOBA(  0,*  Poey. 

(•SOBACO.) 

Head  4 (in  total  with  caudal);  depth  2.  D.  Ill,  26;  A.  24.  Body  com- 
pressed; first  dorsal  spine  in  total  length ; highest  dorsal  ray  3^;  anal 

* The  following  nominal  species  is  probably  the  young  of  Canthidermis  sobaco : 
Canthidermis  asperrimus,  Cope. 

D.  26 ; A.  24.  Orbit  large,  2^  in  muzzle,  4 in  head.  Pelvic  depth  1|,  humeral  2i  times  in 
total  length ; anal  depth  2f  times  in  the  same.  The  scales  possess  a convex  vertical  series 
of  short  acute  spines,  with  a median  large  spine  directed  backward  from  middle  of  series. 
Its  anterior  margin  is  sharp,  and  its  anterior  base  supjiorted  by  a number  of  convergent 
ribs.  Spines  of  dorsal  scales  have  a branch  scale  at  base  in  front.  The  cheek  .scales  are 
very  numerous  and  not  larger  than  those  of  body.  Dorsal  spine  strong,  stout,  with  4 rows 
of  spinules,  smooth  behind;  no  larger  caudal  spines;  caudal  fin  convex,  without  project- 
ing angles;  profile  nearly  straight,  interrupted  by  the  convex  orbital  margin.  Color 
brown  above,  yellowish  below;  4 longitudinal  dark-brown  stripes  above  middle  of  side, 
which  break  into  spots  posteriorly;  3 brown  spots  at  base  of  dorsal  fin;  belly  with  broad 
irregular  dark  bands;  on  the  caudal  peduncle  and  pelvic  region  similar  broad  bands  form 
a coarse  reticulated  pattern;  fins  brown-spotted.  Tvpe  3 inches  in  length.  Locality 
uncertain,  supposed  to  be  from  St.  Martins,  West  Indies,  or  from  Darien.  (Cope.)  It 
belongs  to  Division  I.  A.  of  the  genus  of  Hollard ; that  is,  the  scapular  squamation  similar 
to  that  of  the  sides,  and  the  third  dorsal  spine  well  developed ; the  cheek  scales  not  sepa- 
rated by  naked  fissures,  (asperrim  us,  most  rough.) 
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ray  3|;  eye  5^  in  head,  4 in  snout;  pectoral  short,  rounded;  caudal  me- 
sially  convex,  the  points  produced  and  equal ; first  dorsal  spine  over  base  of 
pectoral;  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  tip  of  pelvis  equal  to  greatest 
depth  of  body ; dorsal  and  anal  falcate ; scales  granulated,  those  on  the 
pelvis  and  base  of  dorsal  and  anal  longer  than  broad;  those  of  caudal 
region  keeled  or  spinescent.  Dark  brown ; vertical  fins  dusky ; sexes  simi- 
lar; air  bladder  large ; no  pyloric  ciecum.  Length  2 feet.  West  Indies, 
rarely  north  in  the  Gulf  Stream  to  Woods  Hole,  Massachusetts,  where  2 
young  individuals,  agreeing  essentially  with  Cope’s  description  of  C. 
asperrimiis,  were  recently  obtained  by  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission.  {Sohaco, 
the  Spanish  name  at  Havana.) 

Balistes  sobaco,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  324,  1861,  Havana. 

Balistes  asperrimus,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1871,  478,  supposed  to  be  from  St. 

Martins. 


2121.  t'ANTHIDERMIS  SUFFLAMEN  (Mitchill). 

(Sobaco.) 

D.  Ill,  27;  A.  25.  Ditfers  from  CantMdermis  sohaco  in  the  larger  eye, 
which  is  3 in  the  oblique  length  of  snout.  Points  of  dorsal  and  anal 
longer,  that  of  dorsal  3 in  total  length ; produced  tips  of  caudal  longer, 
reaching  beyond  the  convex  middle  of  fin.  Scales  of  trunk  without 
median  spine  or  keel.  Body  more  elongate.  Dorsal  and  pelvic  spines 
smoother  than  in  C.  sohaco;  scales  generally  less  rough.  Plain  brownish; 
sexes  similar.  West  Indies;  our  specimens  from  Havana.  This  species 
and  the  preceding  are  referred  by  Gunther  to  the  synonymy  of  Canthi- 
dermis  maculatus.  This  reference  seems  to  be  incorrect.  CantMdermis 
maculatiis  is  covered  with  round  white  spots;  its  vertical  fins  are  higher 
than  in  C.  sufflamen,  and  the  number  of  fin  rays  is  much  less,  {sufflamen, 
an  impediment;  referring  to  the  second  dorsal  spine,  which  prevents  the 
depression  of  the  first.) 

Sobaco,  Pakea,  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Nat.  Cuba,  17,  f.  10,  1787,  Havana. 

Balistes  sufflanien,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  N.  T.,  i,  1815, 467,  locality  unknown ; 

said  bj"  De  Kay  to  be  from  the  South  Atlantic. 

Balistes  macrops,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  326,  1861,  Havana. 

2122.  CAMHIDERIIIS  ILUTLATUS  (Bloch) 

(OcEAx  Turbot.) 

Body  elongate.  D.  Ill,  24  (II,  according  to  Bloch,  who  overlooked  the 
third  spine;  III,  22,  according  to  Gronow);  A.  21  (19).  Dorsal  and  anal 
fins  short  and  high;  body  and  fins  with  round  blue  spots;  eye  small; 
scales  without  median  keel.  West  Indies.  (Bloch.)  Not  seen  by  us. 
The  description  of  Bloch  agrees  apparently  with  the  species  called  Balistes 
melanopterus  by  Cope,  who  describes  a specimen  from  ^^Darien,”  but 
whether  from  the  Colon  or  the  Panama  side  of  the  isthmus  is  not  stated; 
probably  the  former.  If  we  can  trust  descriptions,  this  species  {macu- 
tatus  = meJanoptcrus)  is  closely  allied  to  the  one  here  called  CantMdermis 
siij^amen,  differing  in  the  shorter  dorsal  and  anal  and  the  spotted  body. 
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Possibly  Giiuther  is  right  in  referring  sujjlamcn,  macrops,  oculaius,  and 
willitnhheii  to  the  synonymy  of  maculatus,  l)nt  in  that  case  the  variations 
in  color  and  in  fin  rays  must  be  unusually  large,  {maculatus,  8X)otted.) 

lialistes  radio  dorsale  ventralique  humilimo,  etc.,  Gkonow,  Zoophyl.,  192,  1765,  American 
Ocean;  dorsal  rays  III,  22;  A.  19;  belly  spotted  with  white. 

Batistes  maculatus,  Eloch,  Ichtliyologia,  pi.  151,1786,  West  Indies  (based  on  a specimen 
with  D.  II,  24;  A.  21 ; body  and  fins  spotted  with  blue) ; Gunthe^,  Cat.,  viii,  213, 1870; 
in  part. 

Batistes  americanus,QMEU^,  Syst.  Nat.,  i,  1472,  1788,  America;  after  Gronow. 

Batistes  macroptenis,  Walbaum,  Artedi  Pise.,  iii,  465,  1792,  America;  after  Gronow. 

1 Batistes  ociitatus,*  Guay,  Hardwicke’s  Illust.  Ind.  Zool.,  Fishes,  pi.  8,  fig.  1, 1832,  India 
(young) ; figured  by  Sleeker,  Avith  AA-hite  spots.  D.  Ill,  24;  A.  21. 

Batistes  rufus,  Gronoav,  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Gray,  36,  1854,  American  Ocean.  D.  Ill,  22; 
A.  19;  after  Gronoav. 

Batistes  tongus,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Gray,  37,  1854,  American  Ocean.  D.  Ill,  24; 

A.  21;  color  reddish,  paler  below;  eye  moderate. 

Batistes  metanop  ter  us,]  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1871,  478,  Darien. 

Batistes  maculatus.  Day,  Fishes  of  India,  688, 1878,*  in  part. 


2123.  CAMHIDERMIS  IVILLUGHBEII  (Lay  A Bennett). 

Head  3^;  depth  2^]  eye  moderate,  about  4 in  snout.  D.  Ill,  20;  A.  17; 
scales  about  63.  Body  elongate,  covered  Avith  smoothish  scales,  those  on 
caudal  peduncle  not  keeled.  Third  dorsal  spine  small,  not  fur  behind 
second;  A^entral  flap  as  in  Xanthichthys,  obscure,  immovable,  scaled  over 
in  adult.  Jaws  subequal.  Dorsal  and  anal  short  and  high,  the  longest 
dorsal  ray  3^  in  body,  longer  than  base  of  fin.  Caudal  uiesiallj^  rounded, 
with  sharp  angles.  No  lateral  line.  Greenish,  with  round  bluish  spots 
from  size  of  jAupil  nearly  to  size  of  eye,  on  body  and  bases  of  vertical  fins. 


* The  folloAving  is  Day’s  description  of  the  East  Indian  species,  Canthidermis  oculatus 
(Gray),  to  which  he  giA^es  the  name  Canthidermis  maculatus.  This  description  apparently 
refers  especially  to  Canthidermis  oculatus,  but  it  includes  Atlantic  specimens,  and  may  be 
confused  Avith  Canthidermis  .suplamen ; 

“B.  VI.  D.  Ill,  26  or  27;  P.  15;  A.  24  or  25;  C.  12;  scales  46  to  55;  L.  tr.  28;  length  of 
head  3f  to  4,  of  caudal  fin  6^  to  7 ; height  of  body  24  to  3 in  total  length ; eye  2 to  2| 
diameters  from  end  of  snout  and  2 apart.  A grooA’e  in  front  of  eye.  Teeth  uneven, 
notched.  First  dorsal  fin  commences  above  gill  opening,  its  anterior  spine  strong  and 
nearly  ^ as  long  as  head;  A^entral  spine  usually  movable;  posterior  edge  of  caudal  convex 
or  undulated;  second  dorsal  and  anal  high  anteriorly,  especially  in  adults.  Cheeks 
entirely  scaled ; no  osseous  scutes  behind  gill  opening.  Scales  rough  and  granulated,  but 
Avitbont  spines  or  prominent  tubercles,  except  in  the  immature.  Bluish  black;  young 
examples  are  covered  Avith  numerous  light  blotches,  more  especially  in  lower  half  of  body, 
these  s])ots  are  less  numerous  and  larger  in  adults ; dorsal  spine  black ; eyes  hazel.  Indian 
and  Atlantic  Oceans,  more  especially  in  their  tropical  and  subtropical  portions;  also  the 
Pacific,  and  occasionally  on  the  British  coast.  It  is  very  common  at  Madras,  attaining  at 
least  1(5  inches  in  length.” 

t The  folloAving  is  Cope’s  description  of  Batistes  melanopterus  : 

Radii  2.  D.  24;  A.  21.  Diameter  of  orbit  twice  in  muzzle  and  teeth;  front  couA^ex  in 
profile,  head  rather  acuminate;  anal  depth  2.66  times  in  same.  Length  of  head  (to 
branchial  slit)  3.33  in  same.  Anterior  rays  much  larger  than  posterior,  but  not  produced 
beyond  membrane.  Extremity  of  caudal  fin  slight^’-  rounded.  First  spinous  dorsal  ray 
as  long  as  from  orbit  to  rictus  oris,  rugose,  the  riigie  almost  spinous  distally,  the  points 
all  directed  forAvard,  not  outAvard,  as  in  B.  aspernmus.  Third  spine  Avell  developed. 
Scales  with  3 rows  of  spines  on  posterior  and  4 on  anterior  part  of  body.  On  the  former 
1 anterior  is  prominent  and  directed  backward,  some  10  roAvs  being  most  marked;  they 
disappear  toward  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  the  smaller  spines  become  tubercles.  The 
Avhole  surface  of  the  scale  is  coA'ered  with  these,  and  the  radiating  ridges  which  conA^erge 
toAvards  them.  Scales  on  scapular  region  very  small.  Pelvic  plate  narroAV,  without 
joint,  cheek  scales  in  transverse  series.  Post-pelvic  rays  indistinct  or  Avanting.  Color 
blackish  above,  broAvn  below,  spotted  except  on  head  and  anterior  part  of  back  Avith  pale- 
brown  spots  smaller  than  pupil;  unpaired  fins  uniform  black.  Darien.  Length  4 inches. 
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Size  large.  East  Indies;  once  doubtfully  recorded  from  Acapulco.  Very 
close  to  Canthidermis  maculatus,  if  really  different.  It  has  still  fewer  fin 
rays  if  the  figure  of  Bleeker  and  the  description  of  Lay  & Bennett  can  be 
trusted.  (Named  for  Francis  Willughby,  the  learned  author  of  Historia 
Piscinm,  in  1686.) 

Balistes  willughheii,  Lay  & Bennett,*  Zoology  of  Beechey’s  Voyage,  68,  pi.  21,  fig.  2, 
1839,  Acapulco. 

? Balistes  maculatus,  Bleeker,  Atlas  lud.,  pi.  218,  fig.  4, 1862,  East  Indies ; not  of  Bloch. 


670.  XANTHICHTHYS,  Kaup. 

Xanthichthys^  (Kaxsv)  Kichabdson,  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  Ed.  xii,  313, 1856  (cwmssa- 
vieus) . 

Body  oblong,  covered  with  moderate-sized  smoothish  scales,  those  on 
posterior  part  of  body  usually  with  blunt  keels ; no  enlarged  scutes  behind 
gill  opening;  no  lateral  line,  or  only  a trace  at  the  shoulder;  a groove 
before  eye;  3 to  5 narrow  grooves  on  the  cheek.  Caudal  peduncle  deeper 
than  broad;  dorsal  spines  comparatively  small,  2 only;  soft  dorsal  and 
anal  moderately  elevated,  the  tips  acute;  caudal  lunate;  mouth  small, 
placed  high,  the  teeth  as  in  Balistes ; the  lower  jaw  much  projecting; 
ventral  flaps  undeveloped,  immovable,  and  scaled  over.  Chiefly  American ; 
2 species  known ; allied  to  Canthidermis,  but  differing  in  several  regards, 
especially  in  the  grooved  cheeks,  projecting  chin,  and  fewer  dorsal  spines. 
{^avQoi,  yellow;  fish,  which  is  not  true  of  any  species;  possibly 

Xanthiim,  the  cocklebur;  fish,  was  intended.) 


* The  following  is  the  full  text  of  the  description  of  Lay  & Bennett : 

Bal.  oblong o-ovalis,  infra  confertim  albido  guttatus;  squamis  lateralibus  posticisque 
sxibspinosis;  pinnis  dorsali  sucunda  aualique  elevatis,  triangularibus ; caudali  triloba. 
D.  3,  20;  P.  14;  V.  — ; A.  17 ; C.  12,  Plate  xxi,  fig.  2.  Guai)erva  longa,  etc,  Will.,  Ichth. 
App.,  p.  21,  tab.  r,  20;  Ray,  Syn.  Pise.,  p.  48.  Prickle  or  longest  Eile-fish,  Grew,  Rav.,  p.  113, 
tab.  7.  Hab.  in  Oceano  Pacitico,  prope  Acapulco.  A specimen  of  this  fish  was  preserved 
by  Captain  Belcher,  R.  N.,  and  presented  by  him  to  the  Museum  of  the  Zoological  Society. 
Its  form  is  more  elongated  than  is  usual  among  its  congeners,  its  height  being  less  than  ^ 
of  its  total  length.  Its  surface,  as  in  other  species  of  is  divided  into  compart- 

ments, of  which  those  liehind  the  gill  openings  on  each  side  are  not  evidently  larger  than 
the  adjoining  ones,  their  distinction  in  this  part  being  very  faintly  marked ; each  of  the 
coni])artments  posterior  to  the  pectoral  fins,  excejiting  those  of  the  back  and  belly,  is  fur- 
nished, toward  its  anterior  part,  with  a short  whitish,  somewhat  spinous,  tubercle,  directed 
backwards.  On  the  tail  these  tubercles  form  9 rows,  hut  none  of  them  is  sufiiciently 
strong  to  deserve  tlie  name  of  spines,  and  they  can  only  be  regarded  as  representing  the 
strong  armature  of  this  part  in  some  other  species.  The  total  length  is  11  inches,  of  which 
the  caudal  fin  occupies  2 inches.  From  the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  anterior  part  of  the 
orbit  the  distance  is  If  inches;  the  diameter  of  the  orbit,  § of  an  inch;  the  anterior  ray 
of  the  first  dorsal  fin,  1 inch  in  length,  is  placed  1 inch  behind  the  orbit;  length  of  the 
first  dorsal,  1 inch;  between  it  and  the  second  dorsal,  1^  inches;  length  of  second  dorsal, 
2 inches,  that  of  its  fourth  ray  being  2J  inches;  from  its  termination  to  the  base  of  the 
caudal,  1|  inches;  length  of  the  outer  ray  of  the  caudal,  2 inches,  of  the  middle  rays,  1|; 
from  the  base  of  the  caudal  to  the  anal  fin,  1|  inches;  base  of  the  anal  fin,  IJ  indies,  its 
fourth  ray  being  2 inches  in  length ; hence  to  the  ventral,  which  is  J of  an  inch  in  length, 
IJ  inches.  The  pectoral  fins  are  moderate,  1 inch  in  length  by  | in  their  greatest  breadth. 
The  greatest  height  is  above  the  ventral  fin;  it  is  here  3J  inches;  the  depth  across  the 
tail  is  1 inch.  The  only  distinct  mention  of  this  fish  which  we  have  met  is  contained  in 
the  Avorks  of  Willughbj",  Rav,  and  Grew,  whose  several  figures  and  descriptions  rest  all 
apparently  on  a single  specimen,  existing  in  their  time  in  the  Museum  of  the  Royal 
Society.  Of  the  identity  of  our  species  with  theirs  it  is  almost  impossible  to  entertain  a 
doubt.  The  synonyms  quoted  from  them  are  referred  by  Bloch  and  succeeding  writers  to 
the  Balistes  maculatus,  Bloch,  a species  differing  in  various  resiiects,  and  particularly  by 
its  greater  comparative  breadth,  its  longer  dorsal  and  anal  fins,  and  the  larger  number  of 
rays  in  those  fins.”  (Lay  & Bennett.) 

t Xanthichthys,  Kaup : Marked  furrows  on  the  face;  2 rays  in  the  first  dorsal;  no  shields 
behind  the  gill  opening;  1 species,  X curassavicus.  (Richardson,  1.  c.) 
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a.  Cheek  with  3 grooves;  scaly  basal  part  of  dorsal  and  anal  red;  sides  with  distinct 
lines  of  purplish  spots.  rinqens,  2124. 

aa.  Cheek  with  5 narrow  grooves ; scaly  basal  part  of  dorsal  and  anal  black ; sides 
without  distinct  stripes  or  lines  of  dots ; scales  of  posterior  part  of  body  obscurely 
tuberculate.  mento,  2125. 


2124.  XANTHIOHTHYS  RIXOENS  (Linnajus). 

(COCUYO.) 

Head  3;  depth  2.  D.  II,  31;  A.  28;  P.  14;  scales  38.  Body  oblong,  its 
depth  at  anus  ^ less  than  at  pelvis;  eye  very  high,  5 in  head,  3 in  snout 
to  tips  of  upper  teeth ; preocular  furrow  moderate ; lower  jaw  much  longer 
than  upper;  no  enlarged  plates  behind  gill  opening;  cheek  with  3 oblique 
naked  stripes  like  scars  from  gill  opening  to  chin ; dorsal  spines  2,  the  first 
very  large ; soft  dorsal  moderately  elevated,  its  longest  ray  4 length  of 
base  of  fin;  anal  similar,  the  margin  little  concave;  caudal  lunate,  its 
angles  well  marked;  ventral  and  dorsal  spines  not  very  rough;  vertical 
diameter  of  scales  double  the  longitudinal;  median  tubercle  present  only 
on  the  tail.  Color  clear  violet,  the  stripes  on  cheeks  violet  black;  body 
with  interrupted  longitudinal  lines  formed  of  a large  violet  point  at 
each  intersection  of  scales;  fins  of  the  ground  color;  upper  and  lower 
borders  of  caudal  violet  red,  the  posterior  edge  blood  red;  a narrow  yel- 
low streak  along  front  of  other  fins;  scaly  sheath  at  base  of  fins  red. 
West  Indies  and  southward;  recorded  from  Mauritius;  probably  widely 
distributed.  Length  10  inches,  {ringens,  snarling  or  showing  the  teeth.) 

Balistes  rinf/ens,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  329,  1758,  no  locality;  Mus.  Adolph.  Frid.,  1, 
58.  D.  Ill,  29;  A.  26;  “latoribus  capite.s  triplicates ;”  Gunther,  Cat.,  viil,  221. 

Cucuyo,  Parra,  Dif.  Piezas,  etc.,  Cuba,  19,  1787,  Havana;  after  Linn.t:us. 

Balistes  eurassavicus,  Gmelin,  Syst.  Nat.,  i,  1472,  1788,  Curassavia  (Cura9ao) ; after 
Gronow. 

Balistes  notatus,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Gray,  36,  1854,  both  Indies. 

Balistes  nitidus,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Grajs  36,  1854,  American  Ocean. 

Balistes  lineo-punctatiis,  Hollard,  Aim.  Sci.  Nat.  1854,  4th  Series,  Vol.  I,  65,  Bourbon 
Island. 

Balistes  cicatricosus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  327,  1861,  Cuba. 

Balistes  heckeli,*  J.  W.  von  Muller,  Eei.sou  in  Vereinigten  Staaten,  Canada  uud  Mexico, 
1, 182, 1864,  Mexico. 

Xanthichthys  cicatricosus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  435, 1868. 


* Balistes  heckeli,  von  Muller,  is  apparently  a species  of  Xanthichthys,  and  is  probably 
identical  with  X.  ringens.  The  original  description  is  very  imperfect  and  reads  as  follows : 

“Der  zweite  Fisch  gehbrt  dein  Genus  Balistes  an,  dessen  Charaktere  in  Folgendem 
bestehen:  Acht  Zahue  iii  jeder  Kinnlado,  zwei  Riickentlossen,  von  welchen  die  erste  aus 
ein  Oder  zwei  hbrnerartigeu  Stacbeln  bestebt,  die  sie  in  eine  Kinne  auf  dem  Kbpfe  nieder- 
legeii  kbnnen,  die  zweite  aber  Aveich  ist  und  iiber  der  Afterliosse  steht;  die  Bauchiiossen 
fehlen  uud  siiid  durch  ein  ahnliches  Horn  wie  das  auf  dem  Riicken  ersetzt. 

“Die  gegenwiirtige  Species,  welche  ich  ebenfalls  mit  Striingen  von  Fucus  j^yrifertis 
auffischte,  ist  prachtvoll  ultraraarinblau  auf  dem  Riicken,  welches  nachder  Unterseite  in 
Weiss  iibergeht;  auf  der  Gberseite  mit  gelbrothen,  nach  dem  Bauche  blassziegelroth 
werden  den  Flecken ; sammtliche  Flosseu  und  Schwanz  lebhaft  ziegelroth ; die  wacb  vorn 
mit  starken  Sagezahnen  versehenen  Horner  dunkel  graublau;  das  Auge  feurig  rostbraun, 
wird  lebhaft  und  intelligent  hin-  und  herbewegt.  Brust-  und  Aftertlossen  befinden  sich 
bei  diesem  Fisch  in  einer  fortwabreiid  auserordentlich  raschen,  zitterend  Bewegung.  Ich 
habe  die  Species  meineu  beriihmteu,  zu  friih  dahin  geschiedeuen  Freunde  Heckel  zu 
Eliren  Balistes  heckelii  genannt.” 

(J.  W.  von  Muller,  Reisen  in  den  Vereinigten  Staaten,  Canada  und  Mexico,  i,  182,  183, 
1864.) 
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2125.  XANTHICHTHYS  MENTO  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  3^;  depth  2|.  D.  II-I,  29;  A.  I,  26;  scales  37,  23  in  an  oblique 
series  upward  and  forward  from  front  of  anal.  Body  oblong,  elliptical, 
slightly  heaviest  forward;  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  similar,  neither 
much  arched ; body  not  strongly  compressed,  its  greatest  thickness  a little 
less  than  ^ its  greatest  depth;  month  very  small,  terminal,  higher  up 
than  nsnal,  nearly  in  line  of  axis  of  body,  the  chin  protruding  beyond  it; 
width  of  mouth  from  augle  to  angle  ahont  equal  to  diameter  of  eye. 
Lower  jaw  the  longer,  its  teeth  slightly  directed  backward;  upper  jaw 
with  its  teeth  directed  slightly  forward,  shutting  outside  of  the  lower 
teeth.  Teeth  pale  brownish,  somewhat  unequal;  lower  teeth  wedge- 
shaped,  broadest  and  nearly  truncate  at  tip;  teeth  of  upper  jaw  obliquely 
truncate,  slightly  emarginate,  the  outer  angle  pointed  and  i^rojecting; 
about  8 teeth  in  outer  row;  the  month  so  closely  shut  that  the  inner  row 
can  not  be  seen ; eye  small,  high,  and  "well  back,  its  diameter  contained 
nearly  twice  in  interorbital  width,  3 in  snout ; a groove  in  front  of  eye  below 
nostrils,  about  as  long  as  diameter  of  eye ; 5 narrow  grooves  on  cheek  below 
eye,  extending  from  near  month  backward  toward  base  of  pectoral. 
Height  of  gill  opening  slightly  greater  than  diameter  of  eye,  its  lower 
edge  opposite  middle  of  pectoral.  Scales  of  body  comparatively  small, 
not  very  rough;  scales  of  belly  somewhat  reduced  in  size,  arranged  in 
oblique  series  running  downward  and  backward  from  pectoral  region, 
these  forming  a contrast  in  direction  with  scales  of  sides ; scales  on  caudal 
peduncle  without  keel  or  spines,  similar  to  those  on  rest  of  body;  scales 
on  posterior  portion  of  sides  slightly  carinate,  forming  low  ridges  along 
rows  of  scales.  Gill  opening  surrounded  by  small  scales  and  without 
larger  plates.  First  dorsal  spine  very  robust,  placed  somewhat  behind 
eye,  its  height  a little  more  than  twice  diameter  of  eye,  the  deep  dorsal 
groove  as  long  as  sjiine ; second  spine  short  and  slender,  its  length  about 
equal  to  diameter  of  eye;  third  dorsal  spine  wholly  wanting;  soft  dorsal 
rather  high,  its  longest  rays  more  than  ^ length  of  base  of  fin.  If  in 
head;  anal  similar,  its  base  a little  shorter,  a few  series  of  small  scales 
covering  base  of  each  fin ; caudal  moderate.  Innate,  its  depth  from  tip  to 
tip  more  than  its  length,  and  If  times  in  length  of  head.  Caudal  peduncle 
snbterete,  deeper  than  broad;  ventral  spine  slightly  movable;  pectoral 
short,  rounded,  less  than  f length  of  head.  Coloration  in  sjiirits,  dark 
olive  above,  rather  pale  below,  the  skin  between  scales  somewhat  darker ; 
scaly  basal  part  of  dorsal  and  anal  abruptly  black ; membrane  of  these 
fins  yellowish,  the  tips  dusky;  scaly  base  of  caudal  dark  brown,  the 
medial  part  lighter  brownish ; a Innate  band  at  tip  yellowish ; pectorals 
olivaceous.  Eocky  Islands  off  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  not  common; 
close  to  Xanthichthys  rmgens.  Length  1 foot,  {mento,  having  a long  chin . ) 

Balistes  mm^o,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1881,  228,  Clarion  Island, 
Revillagigedo  Group.  (Type,  No.  28387.  Coll.  Lieut.  H.  E.  Nicliols.) 
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671.  MELICHTHYS,  Swainson. 

Melichthys,  SwAlNSON,  Class.  Anim.,  II,  325, 1839  (ringens,  Bhocii-,  not  of  Linn^Us). 
Melanichthys,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  227, 1870 ; corrected  spelling. 

This  genus  differs  from  Balistes  chiefly  in  the  presence  of  a series  of  even, 
white,  incisor-like  teeth,  instead  of  the  irregular  incisors  of  Balistes.  The 
tail  is  unarmed  or  the  scales  slightly  keeled ; a groove  is  present  before  the 
eye  below  the  nostrils,  and  the  cheeks  are  wholly  scaled.  The  vertical 
fins  are  aiignlated,  but  not  produced  in  filaments;  ventral  flap  small, 
immovable,  and  covered  with  rough  scales.  Tropical  seas.  ( jiieXcx^,  black ; 
iXOv^,  fish.) 

a.  Dorsal  spines  3,  soft  rays  34 ; anal  rays  32.  piceus,  2126. 

aa.  Dorsal  spines  2,  soft  rays  32;  anal  rays  29.  bispinosus,  2127. 


2126.  MELICHTHYS  PICEUS  (Poey). 

(Galafate;  Black  Oldwife;  Calafate.) 

Head  4 in  length  to  end  of  middle  of  rays  of  caudal.  D.  Ill,  34;  A.  32; 
scales  about  53;  eye  4 in  snout,  as  long  as  preocular  furrow;  dorsal  spines 
3;  caudal  truncate  with  its  points  produced  for  a distance  ^ length  of  fin. 
Blue  black,  a sky-blue  band  along  bases  of  dorsal  and  anal;  a white  band 
along  posterior  edge  of  caudal  parallel  with  the  border.  (Poey.)  West 
Indies  and  southward;  not  very  common;  very  likely  identical  with  the 
East  Indian  species,  which  has  been  wrongly  identified  by  authors  as 
Balistes  huniva,  ringens,  or  nige)’.  If  the  species  are  identical  the  name 
irieeus  should  apparently  be  retained,  as  none  of  these  earlier  names  was 
intended  for  this  fish,  (piceus,  pitch-black. ) 

Batistes  nigra,  Osbeck,  Iter  Chiuensis,  295, 1757,  Ascension  Island;  pre-Linnaam ; called 
Balistes  ringens  after  LiNN.iEUS  in  later  or  post-Liuuicau  editions. 

Qalafate,  Parra,  Dif.  Piezas,  etc.,  18, 1787,  Havana. 

? Melichthys  ringens,  Bleeker,  Atlas.  Ind.  Icbth.,  V,  108,  pi.  220,  fig.  1, 1862,  East  Indies; 
not  Balistes  ringens  Linnujus. 

Balistes  piceus,  Poey,  Proc.  Ac.  l^at.  Sci.  Phila.  1863, 180,  Cuba. 

? Balistes  buniva,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viil,  228, 1870;  not  of  Lacepi>de. 

? Balistes  niger,  Gunther,  Fishes  Zanzibar,  135,  pi.  19,  fig.  1, 1866,  not  of  IMungo  Park  nor 
of  liollard. 


2127.  MELICHTHYS  BISPINOSUS,  Gilbert. 

Head3|;  depth  2.  D.  II,  32;  A.  29;  P.15;  scales  52.  Lower  jaw  but  little 
protruding  in  open  mouth;  8 teeth  in  each  jaw,  the  2 anterior  of  which 
are  broad  truncate  incisors  without  notch;  3 lateral  teeth  in  lower  jaw 
conspicuously  notched,  the  anterior  angle  projecting;  in  the  upper  jaw 
the  posterior  tooth  is  truncate,  entire,  and  the  other  2 lateral  teeth  but 
slightly  notched;  teeth  in  lower  jaw  each  with  a strong  horizontal  back- 
ward process;  eye  5 in  snout;  length  of  anteorbital  groove  f eye;  width 
of  gill  slit  I snout;  distance  from  end  of  dorsal  groove  to  soft  dorsal  24  in 
snout;  first  dorsal  spine  very  heavy,  its  tip  curved  backward,  its  length 
i head,  the  front  and  sides  of  spine  rugose,  but  not  s])inous,  the  ru- 
gosities coarser  in  front  and  above;  second  dorsal  spine  very  slender. 
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f height  of  first;  no  trace  of  a third  spine,  the  membrane  extending 
almost  to  posterior  end  of  groove,  the  length  of  its  base  about  ^ snout; 
second  dorsal  and  anal  not  falcate,  the  upper  outline  straight,  the  fins 
becoming  uniformly  lower  posteriorly ; caudal  fin  slightly  convex  behind, 
the  tips  produced  for  a distance  about  equal  to  diameter  of  orbit ; plates 
very  rough,  with  broken  ridges  radiating  from  base,  essentially  similar 
in  shape  on  sides  of  body  and  head,  showing  no  tendency  to  coalesce 
on  cheeks;  8 raised  lines  formed  of  rough  median  crests  on  the  plates 
on  posterior  part  of  sides,  the  crests  not  bearing  distinct  spines ; several 
enlarged  plates  immediately  behind  the  opercle,  each  with  centrally 
radiating  lines;  pelvic  spine  very  rough,  as  well  as  the  membrane  imme- 
diately behind  it.  Color,  very  deep  cobalt  blue  in  life,  becoming  uni- 
formly black  in  spirits ; a narrow  light  blue  line  along  bases  of  dorsal  and 
anal,  becoming  white  in  spirits ; caudal  with  an  intramarginal  black  band, 
edged  posteriorly  wdth  a very  narrow  white  line.  Very  abundant  at 
Clarion  and  Socorro  islands.  (Mspinosus,  having  2 spines.) 

Melichthys  Mspinosus,  Gilbeet,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  125,  Clarion  and  Socorro 
islands,  of  the  Revillagigedo  Archipelago.  (Coll.  Albatross.) 


Family  CLXX.  MONACANTHID.E. 

(The  File  Fishes.) 

Body  much  compressed,  covered  with  very  small  rough  scales,  forming 
a velvety  covering;  males  sometimes  with  spines  on  the  caudal  peduncle. 
Upper  jaw  with  a double  series  of  incisor- like  teeth,  6 in  the  outer,  aud 
4 in  the  inner  series;  lower  jaw  ivith  6 similar  teeth  in  a single  series; 
first  dorsal  with  a single  strong  spine  and  generally  a rudimentary  one 
behind  it;  second  dorsal  long,  similar  to  anal;  ventral  fins  reduced  to  a 
simple  osseous,  fixed  or  movable,  small  appendage  at  the  end  of  the  long- 
pelvic  bone;  this  appendage  often  rudimentary  or  entirely  absent;  no 
barbel;  vertebr®  T-j-ll  to  14=18  to  21.  Genera  6 or  more;  species  about 
50.  Herbivorous  shore  fishes  of  warm  seas,  closely  allied  to  the  BalisUdcef 
differing  chiefly  in  having  the  first  dorsal  represented  by  a single  spine, 
behind  which  is  sometimes  a rudiment;  scales  small,  spinigerous,  the  skin 
mostly  rough  velvety.  The  species  are  mostly  small  in  size  and  are  not 
used  as  food,  having  little  flesh  and  that  of  a bitterish  taste.  (Genus  Mon- 
acanthus  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  229-254, 1870). 

a.  Pubic  bone  with  a small  spine  at  its  end ; gill  opening  short,  nearly  vertical ; dorsal 
and  anal  moderate,  each  of  less  than  40  rays. 

b.  Pelvic  spine  movable. 

c.  Dorsal  spine  not  barbed,  its  edge  merely  rough.  Cantheeines,  672. 

cc.  Dorsal  spine  armed  with  strong  retrorse  barbs,  usually  in  2 series. 

Monacanthus,  673. 

bb.  Pelvic  spine  fixed;  dorsal  spine  with  about  4 series  of  small  barbs. 

PSEUDOMONACANTHUS,  674. 

aa.  Pubic  bone  without  spine  at  its  end,  gill  opening  long,  oblique;  dorsal  and  anal 
long,  each  of  40  or  more  rays ; dorsal  spine  without  barbs,  inserted  above  the 
orbit.  Aluteea,  675. 
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672.  CANTHERINES,  Swainson. 

Cantherines,  Swainson,  Class’n  Fishes,  il,  327, 1839  (nasutus  = mndwichensis) . 

? AcantJioderma,  Agassiz,  Poiss.  Fossiles,  Yol.  2,  251, 1843  (ovale;  fossil ; name  preoccupied). 
Liomonacanthus,  Bleeker,  Ned.  Tydskr.  Dierk.,  ill,  11, 1866  (pardalis). 

Canthorhinus,  Gill;  corrected  spelling. 

This  genus  differs  from  Monacanthus  chiefly  in  the  absence  of  barbs  on 
the  dorsal  spine,  which  is  long,  strong,  and  placed  over  the  front  of  the 
eye.  Scales  minute.  Species  few.  (>i:aVGo?,  ass,  or  more  likely 
spine;  /3zV,  snout.) 

ft.  Dorsal  I,  35;  A.  31.  pullus,  2128. 

ftft.  Dorsal  1,38;  A.  34.  carol.®,  2129. 

2128.  CANTHERINES  PULLUS  (Ranzaui). 

(Lija  Colorada.) 

Depth  about  2.  D.  II,  35;  A.  31.  Body  moderately  elevated;  snout 
moderately  produced,  the  upper  profile  slightly  concave ; jiosterior  mar- 
gin of  eye  directly  above  axil.  Adults  (12  inches  long)  with  2 to  6 pairs 
of  strong  recurved  spines  on  each  side  of  tail;  caudal  short;  dorsal  spine 
nearly  straight,  rather  shorter  than  head,  without  barbs,  serrulate  in 
front,  situated  above  front  of  eye ; skin  with  a velvety  appearance ; the 
scales  minute.  Coloration  variable,  generally  with  a whitish  spot  behind 
the  last  dorsal  ray,  and  several  more  or  less  distinct  pale  longitudinal 
bands  along  tail;  head  with  undulated  bluish  streaks;  body  sometimes 
with  scattered  round  light  spots,  each  with  a dark  speck  in  the  center; 
young  sometimes  uniform  silvery;  color  probably  varying  with  surround- 
ings. Reaches  a weight  of  6 pounds.  (Giinther.)  West  Indies  and  coast 
of  Brazil,  occasionally  north  to  southern  Florida;  specimens  from  Bahia 
examined  by  us,  brown  in  color,  without  markings.  Identified  by  Giin- 
ther with  the  widely  distributed  East  Indian  species,  Cantherines  pardalis, 
perhaps  correctly,  but  the  color  seems  different,  {pulhis,  dusky  gray.) 

Lija  colorada,  Parra,  Dif.  Piezas,  etc.,  pi.  23,  1787,  Cuba. 

Monacanthus  pullus,  Ranzani,  Nov.  Comm.  Act.  Sci.  Inst.  Bonou.,  v,  4,  pi.  1,  1842,  Brazil ; 
Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  858,  1883. 

Monacanthus  macrocerus,  Hollard,  1.  c.,  ll,  327,  pi.  12,  fig.  1,  1854;  adult,  Bahia;  body 
covered  with  rounded  spots,  size  of  eye. 

Monacanthus  ruppelii,  Castelnau,  Anim,  Am,  Nouv.  Am6r.  Sud,  Poiss.,  97,  pi.  47,  fig.  2, 
1855,  Bahia;  D.  II,  35;  A.  30;  body  with  orange  spots. 

Monacanthus  irroratus,  Poey,  Memorias,  li,  330,  1861,  Cuba ; cheeks  with  oblique  orange 
streaks;  body  with  longitudinal  brown  streaks  and  pale  spots. 

Monacanthus  stratus,  PO.-.Y,  Memorias,  ii,  329, 1861,  Cuba  ; 6 spines  on  each  side  of  tail. 
Monacanthus  parraianus,  Poey,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863,  185,  Cuba ; after  Lija 
Colorada  of  Parra  ; 4 spines  on  each  side  of  tail. 

Monacanthus  punctatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  437,  1868,  Cuba ; no  stripes  on  sides  of  cheek ; 
spots  on  body  yellow. 

MonacantMis  pardalis,  GBnther,  Cat.,  viii,  230,  1870;  in  part,  probably  not  of  Ruppell. 

2129,  CANTHERINES  CAROL.E,  Jordan  <fe  McGregor,  new  species. 

Head  3^;  depth  2.  D.  I,  38;  A.  34;  eye  5i.  Body  elliptical,  com- 
pressed ; anterior  profile  somewhat  concave,  oblique ; mouth  small ; teeth 
large,  white,  and  irregular;  gill  opening  somewhat  in  front  of  pectoral. 
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its  lengtli  in  head ; dorsal  Bjiine  very  stout  and  straight,  everywhere 
rough,  hut  without  distinct  barbs,  1^  in  head;  dorsal  rays  2 in  head;  anal 
ray  2 in  head;  caudal  short  and  rounded,  1|  in  head;  pectoral  21  in  head; 
pelvic  bone  with  ventral  spine  firmly  attached,  the  latter  with  about  10 
radiating  spinules;  ventral  flap  little  developed;  caudal  peduncle  with  4 
strong,  bluntish  spines,  turned  forward  and  arrayed  in  2 pairs,  1 above 
and  1 below  the  middle  line.  Color  dull  grayish  olive;  head  finely 
speckled  with  darker;  fins  all  pale;  lips  whitish.  Islands  off  the  west 
coast  of  ^Mexico;  1 specimen  about  7 inches  long  from  Clarion  Island. 
(Named  for  Mrs.  Charlotte  McGregor,  mother  of  Eichard  C.  McGregor.) 

Cantherines  carola%  Joedax  & McGregor  MS.,  Clarion  Island.  (Type,  Xo.  11995,  'L.  S. 
Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  E.  C.  McGregor.) 

673.  MONACANTHUS,  Cuvier. 

Monacanthus,  Cuvier,  Eegne  Animal,  Ed.  i,  152, 1817  (chinensis). 

Trichoderma,  SwAixsox,  Class'n  Fishes,  etc.,  ir.  327, 1839  {scapus=Balisteherisse,  Lac^pede). 
Stephanolepis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861,  78  (seti/er). 

Body  short  and  deep,  very  strongly  compressed,  covered  with  minute, 
rough  scales.  Mouth  very  small;  upper  jaw  with  a double  series  of 
incisor-like  teeth,  usually  6 in  the  outer  and  4 in  the  inner  series;  lower 
jaw  with  about  6 incisors  in  a single  series;  teeth  connivent,  unequal; 
gill  o]ieniug  a small  slit,  shorter  than  the  eye,  nearly  vertical  below  the 
posterior  part  of  the  eye,  and  just  in  front  of  upper  edge  of  pectoral. 
Dorsal  spine  large,  armed  with  2 series  of  retrorse  barbs,  and  no  con- 
spicuous filaments;  second  dorsal  and  anal  fins  similar  to  each  other,  of 
about  25  to  35  rays  each;  caudal  fin  moderate,  rounded;  pelvic  bone  with 
a Idunt,  movable  spine,  the  bone  connected  by  a movable  flap  of  varying 
size;  side  of  tail  often  with  a patch  of  spines,  esxiecially  in  the  males. 
Vertebra?  7 + 11  to  14  = 18  to  21.  Species  very  numerous,  in  warm  seas, 
most  of  them  reaching  a small  size.  All  are  lean  fishes  with  leathery  skin 
and  bitter  flesh,  unsuited  for  food,  (//oi'oc,  one;  dxavSa,  spine.) 

Monacaxthus  : 

a.  Ventral  flap  in  the  adult  greatly  developed,  extending  much  beyond  the  rentral 
spine ; adult  ivith  2 or  3 pairs  of  recurved  spines  on  caudal  peduncle ; young 
without  these  characters,  similar  to  young  of  Stephanolepis. 
h.  D.  I,  30;  A.  30.  Color  very  variable.  ciliatus,  2130. 

SXEPHAXOLEPIS  (<TTe<f)avo^,  CrOwn;  Aen-i?,  scale): 

aa.  V entral  flap,  even  in  adult,  moderately  developed,  not  reaching  beyond  pelvic  spine ; 
no  recurved  spines  on  caudal  peduncle, 
c.  Dorsal  and  anal  each  with  30  to  32  soft  rays. 

d.  Depth  more  than  ^ length  of  body.  hispidus,  2131. 

dd.  Depth  less  than  i length  of  body.  spiloxotus,  2132. 

cc.  Dorsal  and  anal  each  with  about  27  soft  rays.  opposites,  2133. 

2130.  lIOXOCAXTHrS  CILIATUS  (Mitchill). 

(Leather  Fish;  Lija.) 

Head  34;  depth  If;  young  14.  D.  I,  30;  A.  30;  scales  very  small,  with- 
out median  crest.  Spines  becoming  longer  on  caudal  peduncle,  which 
has  in  addition  2 or  3 pairs  of  strong  spines  curved  forward,  these  prom- 
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inent  only  in  adults;  ventral  flap  longer  than  head,  about  i length  of 
body.  Scales  on  ventral  flap  developed  as  flat  plates,  with  their  free  mar- 
gins pectinate.  Snout  pointed,  the  upper  profile  concave.  Dorsal  spine 
strong,  nearly  as  loug  as  head,  armed  behind  with  2 rows  of  retrorse  barbs; 
ventral  spine  small,  rough.  Color  varying  very  much  with  the  surround- 
ings of  the  fish,  from  dull  olive  gray  to  the  most  vivid  grass  green;  the 
markings  not  well  defined  and  not  very  constant;  green,  with  white  cirri 
on  sides ; a whitish  longitudinal  cloud  behind  pectorals ; a pale  band  down- 
ward and  forward  from  eye;  lower  side  of  head  with  darker  cross  bands; 
dorsal  and  anal  pinkish,  with  (usually  3)  darker  spots  at  base;  ventral 
flap  edged  with  scarlet;  ca.udal  greenish,  mottled  with  darker  and  pale; 
some  specimens  show  neither  red  nor  green  shades,  and  have  vague,  duskj^, 
longitudinal  stripes.  West  Indies  and  Florida;  very  abundant  about  the 
Florida  Keys,  with  M.  hispidus.  The  young  of  the  2 very  much  alike,  but 
ciliatus  is  always  more  elongate,  and  as  it  grows  older  the  pelvic  flap  grows 
much  larger  and  the  armature  of  the  tail  more  distinct.  Length  4 to  8 
inches,  (ciliatus,  fringed  with  lashes.) 

Balistes  ciliatus,  Mitchill,  Amer.  Monthly  Mag.  and  Grit.  Rev.,  March,  1818,  326,  Bahama 
Straits, 

Monacanthus  piraaca,  Knee,  Novara  Fische,  396,  1867,  Rio  Janeiro. 

Monacanthus  occidentalis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  237,  1870,  Puerto  Cabello;  Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Synopsis,  856, 1883. 

Monacanthus  davidsoni,*  Cope,  Trans.  Amer.  Phil.  Soc.  Phila.,  xiv,  1870,  476,  Florida  Reef ; 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  857,  1883. 

Monacanthus  ciliatus,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus,  1884,  145. 


2131.  MOXACAXTHIS  HISPIDIS  (Linnaeus). 

(Fool  Fish;  File  Fish;  Leather  Fish;  Horny  Cony;  Lija.) 

HeadSf;  depth  If.  D.  I,  32;  A.  .32.  Young  slightly  deeper  (1^)  pro- 
portionally than  adult.  Body  rather  deep.  .laws  subequal;  eyes  large, 
about  3 in  snout.  Gill  opening  about  as  long  as  eye,  separated  from  the 
eye  by  an  interspace  nearly  equal  to  its  length.  Anterior  profile  slightly 
concave.  Dorsal  spine  somewhat  shorter  than  snout,  more  than  4 head, 
inserted  above  posterior  part  of  eye,  stout,  rough,  armed  behind  witli  2 
rows  of  retrorse  barbs;  first  ray  of  soft  dorsal  often  filamentous  in  the 
adult  (male?),  its  length  varying  from  that  of  snout  to  that  of  depth  of  body 
(longest  among  specimens  seen  by  us  is  1 from  the  Canary  Islands);  pec- 
torals small.  Pelvic  bone  long,  ending  in  a short,  blunt,  movable  spine, 
beyond  which  the  abdominal  flap  does  not  extend.  Scales  minute,  each 
with  a crest  of  about  3 prickles,  those  on  caudal  peduncle  villous,  those  on 
ventral  flap  larger,  elongate  ; no  naked  areas ; no  recurved  spines  on  tail. 
Grass  green  or  olive ; back  and  sides  with  faint,  irregular  whitish  spots ; 
head  plain ; spinous  dorsal  and  caudal  green ; second  dorsal  and  anal 

* Depth  2^.  D.  I,  30;  A.  28.  Scales  with  3 scutes  on  a common  base;  loug,  slender, 
recurved  spines  on  tail,  in  2 or  3 clusters  each ; sides  with  slender  .scattered  hlaments. 
Dorsal  spine  with  strong  teeth,  its  height  J depth  of  body;  pelvic  phate  elongate,  spinous 
all  around.  Brown,  with  5 longitudinal  fiands  with  i)aio  centers,  the  upper  and  lower 
forming  3 dark  blotches  at  ba.se  of  dorsal  and  anal ; he.ad  unspotted;  caudal  with  a brown 
cross  band.  Florida  Reef.  (Cope.) 
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translucent;  adult  less  variegated ; dull  olivaceous,  mottled  with  dusky. 
Length  10  inches.  Cape  Cod  to  Cuba,  abundant  on  our  South  Atlantic 
coast  and  the  Florida  Keys;  also  found  southward,  through  the  West 
Indies  to  Brazil,  a large  sx)ecimen  from  Bahia  having  been  examined  by  us. 
It  occurs  also  in  the  Canaries  and  Madeira.  This  species  has  been  identi- 
fied by  Gunther  with  the  East  Indian  species.  Monacanthus  setifer,  Bennett 
(1830),  but  that  species  seems  to  have  the  dorsal  spine  weaker,  rather  less 
than  I head,  '{hispidus,  bristly.) 

Balistes  hispidus,  LiNXiEUS,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xii,  405, 1766,  Carolina;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.  1884,  145. 

Balistes  hroccus,  Mitchill,  Traus.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.,  l,  1815,  467  New  York. 

Monacanthus  filamentosus,  Valenciennes,  lies  Canaries,  95,  1836,  Canaries;  adult. 
Monacanthus  gallinula,  Valenciennes,  lies  Canaries,  95,  1836,  Canaries;  young. 
Monacanthus  varius,  Ranzani,  Nov.  Comm.  Bonon.,  T,  6, 1842,  Brazil. 

Monacanthus  massachusettensis,  De  Kay,  N.  T.  Fauna:  Fishes,  337,  pi.  57,  fig.  187,  1842, 
Massachusetts  Bay;  Stoker,  Fishes  Mass.,  174, 1846. 

Monacanthus  setifer,  De  Kay,  N.  Y.  Fauna:  Fishes,  337,  pi.  59,  fig.  194,1842,  New  York 
Harbor;  prohahly  not  of  Bennett;  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  240, 1870,  in  part. 
Monacanthus  signifer,  Stoker,  Synopsis  Fishes  N,  A., 497, 1846,  Massachusetts;  substi- 
tute for  setifer,  preoccupied. 

Monacanthus  auriga,  Lowe,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.  1850, 253,  Madeira. 

Stephanolepis  setifer,  Gill,  Cat.  Fishes  Ea.st  Coast  N.  A.,  78, 1861. 

Monacanthus  hroccus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  856, 1883. 

2132.  MOVACAYTHL'S  SPILOYOTUS,  Cope. 

Depth  2\.  D.  I,  32;  A.  31;  scales  each  supporting  a pedicle,  whose 
summit  divides  into  4 or  5 radiating  spines.  Body  elongate,  outline  of 
front  straight ; dorsal  spine  long,  with  simple  teeth,  44  in  length  of  body ; 
dorsal  and  anal  fins  medially  elevated;  no  brush  or  spines  on  caudal 
peduncle.  Pelvic  shield  elongate,  spinous  all  around,  the  movable  portion 
present.  Light  brown;  some  longitudinal  lines  just  below  the  dorsal  fin, 
the  median  developing  a dark  spot  below  middle  of  soft  dorsal.  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  (Cope.)  Not  seen  by  us.  Perhaps  the  young  of  M.  hispidus,  but 
more  elongate  than  any  specimens  seen  by  us.  {6Ttik.o%,  spot;  v^roi,  back.) 

Monacantlnis  spilonotus.  Cope,  Trans.  Amer.  Phil.  Soc.  Phila.,  xiv,  1870,  476,  Gulf  of 
Mexico  (Coll.  Capt.  Baker) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Sjmopsis,  857,  1883. 

2133.  MOYACAYTHUS  OPPOSITUS,  Poey. 

Depth  about  4 of  total  length.  D.  I,  27 ; A.  27 ; P.  12.  Preanal  flap  not 
extending  beyond  pelvic  spine;  profile  of  head  not  concave;  dorsal  spine 
over  posterior  part  of  eye;  spine  smoothish  in  front,  with  2 rows  of  barbs 
behind.  Ventral  spine  not  “etalee;’’  anal  inserted  a little  before  second 
dorsal;  dorsal  and  anal  highest  mesially.  Scales  on  tail  with  brush-like 
spines.  Color  yellowish  brown,  with  dark  points  forming  irregular,  inter- 
rupted longitudinal  streaks  on  sides.  Length  about  6 inches.  Cuba. 
(Poey.)  Not  seen  by  us.  Apparently  similar  to  Monacanthus  hispidus,  but 
the  fins  shorter,  (oppositus,  opposite,  from  the  position  of  the  dorsal  and 
anal.) 

Monacanthus  oppositus,  Poey,  Memorias,  ii,  331,  1861,  Havana. 
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674.  PSEUDOMONACANTHUS,  Bleeker. 

Pseudomonacanthus,  Bleekek,  Nedrl.  Tydskr.  Bierk.,  Ili,  1866,  11  (macrurus). 

This  geuus  differs  from  Monacanthus  chiefly  in  having  the  ventral  spine 
immovably  attached  to  the  pelvic  bone.  The  dorsal  spine  has  usually 
about  4 rows  of  small  barbs,  the  anterior  edge  as  well  as  the  posterior 
being  armed.  Species  chiefly  East  Indian.  false ; Monacanihus.) 

2134.  PSEUDOIIOXACANTHUS  AMPHIOXTS  (Cope). 

Head  2f ; depth  2.  D.  I,  35;  A.  30.  Eye  moderate,  3 in  snout  (in  young 
individual  2^  inches  long).  Scales  each  with  a single  spine;  no  larger 
spines  or  brush  on  caudal  peduncle.  Dorsal  spine  strong,  inserted  over 
front  of  eye,  1^  in  head,  its  anterior  face  with  2 rows  of  small  spinnles 
directed  downward,  and  a single  median  series  directed  upward;  near  the 
base  of  each  spine  of  lateral  series  is  a short  branch  spine  directed  upward; 
a very  weak  series  of  spines  down  each  side  of  the  posterior  face.  Gill 
opening  slightly  oblique,  below  posterior  part  of  eye.  Pelvic  plate  short, 
without  movable  portion,  with  2 spines  directed  forward,  2 backward,  and 
3 on  each  side  upward;  ventral  flap  inconspicuous.  Color  uniform  dull 
olive,  the  belly  more  silvery;  caudal  peduncle  mottled  with  darker;  fins 
plain.  Known  from  2 young  specimens  collected  at  St.  Martins  Island, 
West  Indies,  by  Dr.  Van  Rijgersma.  The  above  account  taken  from  one 
of  the  types  kindly  sent  us  bvDr.  Edward  J.  Nolan.  The  species  is  a true 
Pseudomonacanthus.  (d//0z,  all  around;  sharp.) 

Monacanthus  amphioxys,KjOPK,  Trana.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  Phila.  1871,  477,  St.  Martins. 

675.  ALUTERA,  Cuvier. 

(File  Fishes.) 

Les  Alutdres,  Cuvieb,  R6gne  Anim.,  Ed.  i,  153,  1817  (monoceros). 

Alutera,  Agassiz,  Spix,  PLsc.  Brasil.,  137,  1829  (monoceros). 

Ceratacanthus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Phila.  1861,57  (aurantiacus) . 

Aluteres,  Ahttarius,  etc.,  corrected  spelling. 

Osbeckia,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  424, 1896  (scripta). 

Body  oblong  or  rather  elongate,  strongly  compressed,  covered  with 
minute,  rough  scales.  Mouth  and  teeth  essentially  as  in  Monacanthus,  but 
the  lower  jaw  more  projecting,  so  that  the  lower  teeth  are  directed 
obliquely  upward  and  backward.  Gill  opening  an  oblique  slit,  longer 
than  eye,  situated  below  and  in  advance  of  eye,  its  posterior  end  behind 
base  of  pectorals.  Pelvic  bone  long,  falcate,  movable  under  the  skin, 
without  spine  at  its  extremity.  Dorsal  spine  small,  inserted  over  the  eye, 
rough,  but  without  barbs;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  long,  each  of  36  to  50  rays; 
caudal  fin  convex;  pectorals  small.  Sfiecies  numerous,  {a  privative, 
Xvrhp,  a deliverer;  or  (according  to  Dumeril)  dA-ovro?,  unwashed, 
sordid.) 

Ceratacanthus  (»cepa5,  horn;  asava-a,  spine): 
a.  Dorsal  rays  I,  36. 

b.  Anal  rays  38;  coloration  nearly  uniform. 


SCHCEPFII,  2135. 
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bb.  Anal  rays  38;  body  corered  with  small,  round  dark-brown  spots. 

PU^-CTATA,  2136. 

aa.  Dorsal  rays  about  I,  46;  anal  rays  about  50. 

OSBECKIA:* 

c.  Caudal  fin  elongate,  with  rounded  angles.  Coloration  not  uniform,  the  head  and  body 
with  irregular  blue  spots  and  lines,  besides  small  round  black  spots;  upper  pro- 
file of  snout  concave.  sceipta,  2137. 

Alutera : 

cc.  Caudal  fin  short,  subtruncate,  Avith  acute  angles.  Coloration  uniform;  upper  pro- 
file of  snout  convex.  moxoceeos,  2138. 


Subgenus  CERATACANTHUS,  Gill. 

2135.  ALUTEBA  SCKtEPFII  (Walbaum). 

(File  Fish;  Orange  File  Fish;  Lija;  Fool  Fish.) 

Head  in  leugtli;  deptli  2 in  adult  to  2k  in  young.  D.  36  ; A.  38. 
Body  growing  deeper  with  age,  the  outlines  more  convex  in  the  adult. 
Eye  small,  about  4 in  snout.  Gill  slit  nearly  twice  as  long  as  eye,  its 
upper  posterior  edge  nearly  under  middle  of  eye.  Anterior  profile  very 
slightly  convex,  growing  steeper  with  age;  a slight  depression  at  base 
of  upper  jaw.  Pectoral  fins  scarcely  4 longer  than  eye;  dorsal  spine 
slender  and  weak,  longer  in  the  young,  2 to  3 times  length  of  eye ; dorsal 
and  anal  fins  low  ; caudal  very  long  in  young,  becoming  shorter  in  adult, 
its  angles  rounded.  Scales  minute,  shagreen-like,  uniform  over  body. 
Coloration  nearly  uniform  dirty  olive  gray,  varying  to  orange  yellow,  often, 
especially  when  young,  mottled  above  with  darker  Iduish  or  dull  orauge ; 
caudal  sometimes  dusky,  edged  with  white,  usually  dull  yellowish  in  the 
adult.  Length  24  inches.  Cape  Cod  to  Florida  and  Texas;  rather  fre- 
quent on  sandy  shores,  especially  in  the  Carolinas.  A large,  lank  fish,  of 
unattractive  form  and  useless  as  food.  (Xamed  for  Dr.  Johann  David 
Schopf,  an  excellent  botanist  and  an  acute  oliserver,  seut  as  a surgeon  with 
the  Hessian  troops  on  Long  Island  in  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution.) 

Balistes  schoepfii,  Walbaum,  Artedi  Piscium,  461,  1792,  Long  Island;  after  Schcepf,  Ber- 
lin Ges.  Xaturf.,  viii.  186, 1788. 

Balistes  aura7itia<nis,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  X.  T.,  i,  181.5,  468  New  York  ; 
adult. 

Alutera  cuspicauda,  De  kay,  Xew  York  Fauna:  Fisbes,  338,  1842,  New  York  ; young. 
Aluterus  holbrooki.  Hollaed,  Amn.  Sci.  Xat.,  rv,  7,1855,  North  America. 

Alutenis  cultrifrons.  Hollaed,  Ann.  Sci.  Xat.,  Ser.  4,  iv,  8,  pi.  l,fig. 2, 1855,  “New  York 
and  Bahia.” 

Ceratacanthus  aurantiacus.  Gill,  Cat.  Fisbes  East  Coast  X.  A.,  57,1861. 

2136.  ALl  TEKA  PUXCTATA.  Agassiz. 

(Long  Mingo.) 

Head  to  upper  end  of  gill  opening  3^  in  length;  depth  2k.  D.  I,  36;  A. 
35 ; orbit  4k  in  head  to  upper  end  of  gill  oxiening ; length  of  gill  oiiening 
3;  caudal  2k  in  body ; base  of  dorsal  3.  Profile  concave;  lower  jaw  much 


-Xamed  for  Per  Osbeck.  a student  of  Linmcus  and  an  excellent  icbtbyologist,  wbo  col- 
lected in  Cbina.  bis  Iter  Cbinensis  first  published  in  1757. 
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projecting’,  teeth  in  ii  single  series  in  each  ja'w;  eye  1^,  its  diameter  below 
dorsal  outline  of  bodj^;  dorsal  spine  (broken)  situated  over  middle  of  eye 
a little  nearer  soft  dorsal  than  tip  of  snout;  base  of  soft  dorsal  slightly 
shorter  than  that  of  anal;  pectoral  short,  e<pial  to  gill  opening,  its  base 
under  posterior  ^ of  gill  opening  and  anterior  margin  of  eye ; caudal  pedun- 
cle 2|  times  longer  than  eye;  caudal  long  and  rounded  behind.  Color  in 
spirits,  slaty  brown,  darker  above,  covered  with  small  round  dark-brown 
spots,  about  i as  big  as  pupil;  snout  dark;  dorsal  and  anal  dusky;  caudal 
black.  West  Indies  to  Brazil,  replacing  J.  schacpfix  southward.  Here 
described  from  a specimen  from  Jamaica  about  9 inches  in  length. 

Alutera  punctata,  Agassiz,  Pise.  Brasil.,  137,  pi.  76,  very  bad,  1829,  Brazil ; Castelnau, 
Auim.  Nouv.  Bares.,  96,  1855;  Jordan  & Butter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1896,  127. 
? Monacanthus  punctatus,G\:-^iTYiKii,  Cat.,  viii,  254,  1870. 


Subgenus  OSBECKIA,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2137,  ALUTERA  SCRIPTA  (Osbeck). 

(Unicorn  Eish;  Li.ia  Thompa.) 

Depth  3 to  3^.  D.  I,  44  to  48 ; A.  47  to  52 ; vertebne  7-|-14.  Body  oblong, 
its  depth  being  nearly  equal  to  distance  of  hind  margin  of  orbit  from 
extremity  of  snout.  Snout  produced,  with  the  upper  profile  concave. 
Dorsal  spine  long  and  slender,  above  middle  of  orbit,  about  in  head. 
Middle  of  gill  opening  in  advance  of  middle  of  eye;  pectoral  fin  below 
posterior  part  of  eye;  caudal  fin  elongate,  nearly  as  long  as  or  longer  than 
head,  rounded;  dorsal  and  anal  fins  low;  ventral  spine  none.  Head  and 
body  olivaceous,  with  irregular  light-blue  spots  and  curved  streaks ; besides 
these,  numerous  round  black  spots  about  as  large  as  pupil ; dorsal  and  anal 
yellowish ; caudal  reddish ; skin  finely  velvetj-.  Length  2 to  3 feet.  Trop- 
ical seas,  common  in  the  West  Indies,  occasionally  northward  to  South 
Carolina;  also  occasionally  taken  about  the  islands  off  the  Avest  coast  of 
Mexico;  specimens  before  us  from  Clarion  Island  of  the  Revillagigedo 
Archipelago,  and  from  the  Venados  at  Mazatlan.  Apparently  the  Ameri- 
can species  is  not  distinct  from  the  East  Indian  form.  Should  differences 
appear  on  comparison  of  specimens  ours  should  stand  as  Alutera  Icevis 
(Bloch),  {scriptusy  Avritten,  from  the  form  of  markings.) 

Unicornu  pisces  bahamensis  (the  Unicorn  Fish),  Catesby,  Hist.  Nat.  Carolina,  etc.,  ii,  pi. 
19,  1737,  Bahamas. 

Batistes  scriptus,  Osbeck,  Iter  Chin.,  l,  144,  1757,  China. 

Batistes  monocer os,  var.  scriptus,  Gmelin,  Syst.  Nat.,  1463,  1788;  after  Osbeck. 

Lija  trompa,  Parra,  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Nat.,  46,  pi.  22,  fig.  1. 

Batistes  tcevis,  Bloch,  Icbthyol.,  IX,  82,  pi.  414, 1795,  Morocco ; Tranquebar. 

Batistes  ornatus,  Marion  DE  Proc6,  Bull.  Soc.  Philom.,  131,  1822. 

Atuteres pareva.  Lesson,  Voy.  Coquille,  Zool.,  106, 1828. 

Monacanthus proboscideus,  Eanzani,  Nov.  Comm.  Ac.  Sc.  Inst.  Bonon.,  1842,  8,  Brazil. 
Atuterus  venosus,  Hollard,  Ann.  Sc.  Nat.,  Ser.  4,  iv,  1855,  14,  pi.  1,  fig.  3,  New  Ireland, 
Bismarck  Archipelago.  (Coll.  Lesson  & Garnot.) 

Alutera  picturata,  Poey,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863, 183,  Cuba. 

Monacanthus  scriptus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  252, 1870. 
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Subgenus  ALUTERA. 

2138.  ALUTERA  MONOCEROS  (Osbeck). 

(Lija  Barbuda.) 

Depth  2^  to  2f.  D.  I,  48;  A.  50;  vertebrfe  7 + 13.  Body  oblong;  snout 
produced,  with  upper  profile  convex.  Dorsal  spine  slender,  short,  not 
i longer  than  eye,  above  middle  of  orbit.  Lower  part  of  gill  opening 
in  advance  of  eye;  pectoral  fin  below  posterior  part  of  orbit.  Caudal  fin 
subtruncate  or  double  concave,  with  acute  angles;  much  shorter  than 
head,  and  shorter  than  its  own  x)eduncle ; dorsal  and  anal  fins  low ; ven- 
tral spine  none.  Skin  finely  velvety.  Color  uniform  brownish  olive,  or 
grayish,  finely  mottled  with  darker,  the  region  below  dorsal  with  faint 
dusky  spots  amid  iialer  reticulations.  West  Indies;  * also  recorded  from 
the  East  Indies  and  Japan,  where  it  is  said  to  be  rare  and  to  be  used  as 
food,  (monoceros,  the  unicorn;  j-i6vo<i,  one;  H£pa<;,  horn.) 

Capriscus  murium  dentibus  minutis,  Klein,  Icbth.  Missus,  in,  25, 1742,  pi.  3,  fig.  9,  very  bad, 
no  locality. 

Balistes  monoceros,  Osbeck,  Iter  Cbinensis,  110,  1757,  Asia;  Linn^us,  Syst.  Kat.,  l,  Ed. X, 
327, 1758 ; after  Osbeck. 

Balistes  oblongiusculus,  etc.,  Gronow,  Zoopbyl.,  Ko.  193, 1765,  Indian  seas. 

Lija  barbuda,  Parra,  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Kat.,  48,  pi.  22,  fig.  2,  Havana. 

Balistes  kleinii,  Gmelin,  Syst.  Kat.,  1788,  Indian  seas;  after  Gronow  and  Klein. 

Balistes  barbatus,  IUalbaum,  Artedi  Piscium,  in,  464, 1792;  after  Klein. 

Balistes  monoceros,  var.  unicolor,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Icbth.,  463, 1801 ; after  Gmelin. 
Balistes  serraticornis,  Freminville,  Nouv.  Bull.  Sc.  Soc.  Pbilom.,  No. 67,  249,  pi.  4,  fig.l,  1813. 
Aluteres  berardi.  Lesson,  Voyage  Coquille,  Zool.,  108,  pi.  7, 1828,  New  Guinea. 

Alutera  cinerea,  Temminck  A Schlegel,  Fauna  Japon.,  Poiss.,  292,  pi.  131,  fig.  1,  1847, 
Japan. 

Alutarius  amphacanthus,  Bleeker,  1.  c.,  23,  pi.  2,  fig.  5,  East  Indies. 

Alutarius  obliteratus.  Cantor,  Malayan  Fishes,  353, 1850,  Pinang. 

Balistes  linguatula,  Gronow,  Cat.,  Ed.  Gray,  35, 1854,  Indian  seas ; after  Balistes  oblongi- 
usculus, etc.,  of  Gronow. 

Aluterus  anginosus,  Hollaed,  Ann.  Sci.  Nat.,  iv,  1855, 11,  East  Indies. 

Balistes  unicornus,  Basilewsky,  Nouv.  Mem.  Soc.  Nat.  Moscow,  x,  263, 1855,  China. 
Alutarius  macr acanthus,  Bleeker,  Verb.  Bat.  Gen.,  Balist.,  XXIV,  22,  pi.  3,  fig.  6,  1862,  East 
Indies. 

Alutera  guntheriana,  Poey,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863, 184,  Havana. 

Monacanthus  monoceros,  Gunther,  Cat.,  vni,  251, 1870. 


Suborder  OSTEAOODERMI.f 

(The  Thunk  Fishes.) 

This  group  includes  those  Plectognaths  which  are  without  spinous  dorsal 
and  which  have  the  body  inclosed  in  a 3-augled,  4-angled,  or  5-angled  box 
or  carapace,  formed  by  polygonal,  bony  scutes,  firmly  joined  at  their 


* The  American  species  seems  to  be  identical  with  the  East  Indian  Alutera  monoceros. 
Should  diflerences  appear  on  comparison  of  specimens,  the  former  should  apparently 
stand  as  Alutera  guntheriana,  Poey. 

t For  an  excellent  review  of  the  species  of  this  group,  see  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. 
1879,  261.  See  also  Hollard,  “Monographie  de  la  famille  des  Ostracionides,”  Annales  Sci. 
Nat.  1857. 


Jordan  and  Evennann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1721 


edges,  and  with  distinct  teeth  in  the  jaws.  There  is  hut  1 family,  the 
Ostraciidce,  a singular  olfshoot  from  the  Sclerodermi.  {odtpanov,  a hard 
shell,  like  that  of  an  oyster;  dr/pnoc,  skin.) 

Family  CLXXI.  OSTRACIIDAE. 

(The  Trunk  Fishes.) 

Body  short,  cuboid,  triquetrous  or  pentagonal,  covered  by  a carapace 
formed  of  firmly  united  polygonal  bony  patches,  the  jaws,  bases  of  the 
fins,  and  caudal  peduncle  free  and  covered  by  smooth  skin.  Mouth  small ; 
each  jaw  with  a single  series  of  long,  narrow  teeth.  Maxillaries  and  pre- 
maxillaries  firmly  united.  Gill  opening  a nearly  vertical  slit,  below  and 
behind  the  eye.  Dorsal  fin  single,  short,  without  spine;  anal  short,  sim- 
ilar to  dorsal ; caudal  rounded;  no  ventral  fins;  vertebrm  14,  the  anterior 
9 elongate,  the  last  5 extremely  short;  no  ribs.  Genera  3;  species  about 
20,  all  of  the  tropical  seas,  living  near  the  bottom  in  shallow  waters. 
The  species  of  this  group  are  so  singular  in  appearance  and  so  easily 
preserved  that  they  have  been  common  in  collections  ever  since  the  col- 
lecting of  tropical  curiosities  began.  The  4 American  species  were  well 
known  to  Artedi  and  Linnmus.  ‘‘The  locomotion  of  the  trunk  fishes  is 
very  peculiar.  The  propelling  force  is  exerted  by  the  dorsal  and  anal 
fins,  which  have  a half  rotary,  sculling  motion,  resembling  that  of  a screw 
propeller;  the  caudal  fin  acts  as  a rudder,  save  when  it  is  needed  for 
unusually  rapid  swimming,  when  it  is  used  as  in  other  fishes;  the  chief 
function  of  the  broad  i)ectorals  seems  to  be  that  of  forming  a current  of 
water  through  the  gills,  thus  aiding  respiration,  which  would  otherwise 
be  difficult  on  account  of  the  narrowness  and  iiillexibility  of  the  branchial 
apertures.  When  taken  from  the  water,  one  of  these  fishes  will  live  for 
2 or  3 hours,  all  the  time  solemnly  fanning  its  gills,  and  when  restored  to 
its  native  element  seems  none  the  worse  for  its  experience,  except  that,  on 
account  of  the  air  absorbed,  it  can  not  at  once  sink  to  the  bottom’’  (Goode.) 
{Sclerodermi,  group  Ostraciontina,  Giiuther,  Cat.,  viii,  255-268,  1870.) 

a.  Carapace  forming  a continuous  bridge  beliiiul  the  anal  fin  ; ventral  surface  not  cari- 
nate ; caudal  rays  10. 

b.  Carapace  tritpietrous,  or  3-anglcd,  a median  dorsal  ridge  and  a ridge  on  each 
side  of  belly  prominent;  ridge  on  each  side  of  back  obsolete  or  wanting. 

LACTOI’IIEYS,  676. 


676.  LACTOPHRYS,  Swainson. 

(Thkee-angled  Trunk-fishes.) 

Ostracion,  part,  Linn^sus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  330,  1758  (many  species;  first  i-estricted  by 
Swainson  to  4-angled  forms,  cubiQus  taken  as  type). 

Lactophrys,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class’u  Fishes,  ll,  194,  324, 1839  (trigonus,  etc. ; restricted 
to  species  trigonal,  with  spines). 

Rhinesomus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class’n  Fishes,  ii,  194,  324,  1839  (triqueter). 

Ostracion,  Kaup,  Archiv  Naturg.  1855,  214  (triqueter;  restricted  to  trigonal  forms,  the 
4-angled  forms  being  named  Cibotion). 

Acanthostracion,  Bleeker,  Atlas  Ichthyol.,  V,  27,  1862  (quadricornis) . 

Lcetophrys,  Bleeker,  Atlas  Ichthyol.,  v,  27,  1862;  corrected  spelling. 

Ghapinus,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes  N.  and  M.  A.,  424,  1896  (bicaudalis). 
3030 31 
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Trunk-lislies  with  the  carapace  3-angled,  the  ventral  surface  flat  or  con- 
cave, never  carinate ; carapace  closed  behind  the  anal  fin ; carapace  with 
or  without  frontal  and  abdominal  spines;  dorsal  rays  9 or  10;  caudal  rays 
always  10.  This  genus  contains  5 species,  4 of  them  American,  and  differs 
from  the  Old  AVorld  genus  Ostracion  only  in  the  form  of  the  carapace.  The 
median  dorsal  ridge  of  the  carapace  is  much  more  rleveloped  than  the 
others,  so  that  the  body  is  3-sided  and  3-angled,  instead  of  4-sided  and 
4-angled,  as  in  Ostracion.  Although  this  character  is  a striking  one  it  is 
not  one  of  high  structural  importance.  Hollard  and  Bleeker  have  dis- 
carded it  as  being  of  no  real  systematic  value.  All  writers  agree  that  the 
species  of  the  group  are  most  closely  related,  and  that  the  relations  of 
the  species  are  closer  than  they  appear.  We  think,  with  Dr.  Goode,  that 
the  shape  of  the  carapace  affords  ‘‘the  most  reliable  guide  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  species  of  the  genus,’’  and  we  think  it  not  improper  to  accord 
generic  distinction  to  the  3-angled  species,  as  distinct  from  the  more  spe- 
cialized 4-angled  forms.  (Shortened  from  Lacioria,  a milk-cow,  6<!>pvi, 
eyebrow,  from  the  projecting  horns  of  Lactoplirys  tricornis.) 

Khinesomus  {pii’v,  file;  body): 

a.  Carapace  Avithout  spines  anywhere.  triqueter.  2139. 

aa.  Carapace  Avitb  distinct  spines,  at  least  on  the  ventral  ridges  behind. 

b.  Frontal  spines  none. 

Chapivus  {Chapin,  the  Spanish  name) : 

c.  Carapace  open  behind  the  dorsal  fin ; body  everywhere  with  round  dark 
spots.  BICAUDALIS,  21i0. 

Lactopheys : 

cc.  Carapace  closed  behind  the  dorsal  fin ; body  mottled  with  paler. 

TEIGOXUS,  2141. 

ACAN'THOSTRACIOX  {aKavOa,  spine;  ocrTpaKiov,  a little  box)  : 

bb.  Frontal  region  with  2 strong  spines  like  horns.  TEICOEXIS,  2142. 


Subgenus  RHINESOMUS,  Swainson. 

2139.  LACTOPHRYS  TRIQUETER  (Linnaeus). 

(Tewk-fish;  Rock  Shellfish;  Drunken-fish  ; Chapin ; Plate-fish.) 

Head  4;  depth  24;  eye  8 to  9 in  total  length,  4 to  44  in  height  of  side. 
D.  10;  A.  10;  P.12;  scales  9.  Caraxiace  trigonal,  without  sjiines;  breadth 
equal  to  ^ length  of  body  in  adults,  greater  in  young.  Ventral  surface  of 
carapace  convex  anteriorly,  concave  iiosteriorly.  Back  elevated,  com- 
pressed, sides  joining  at  an  angle  of  about  30  degrees.  Carapace  con- 
tinuous behind  dorsal  fin.  Interorbital  siiace  concave.  Upper  surface  of 
snout  concave.  Teeth  long,  spike-like,  8 to  10  in  each  jaw.  Scales  of  the 
sides  hexagonal,  in  young  with  stria*  radiating  from  center  to  angles  of 
each  scale,  in  adult  armed  sim^ily  with  tubercles,  9 to  10  in  longitudinal 
series  from  gill  opening  to  tail,  8 in  median  line  of  ventral  surface,  8 
between  ventral  keel  and  angle  of  liack;  posterior  dorsal  scute  unarmed. 
Branchial  a^jerture  oblique,  its  lengTh  greater  than  diameter  of  eye, 
descending  before  base  of  pectoral.  Fins  obtusely  rounded;  caudal  of 
moderate  length  and  rounded.  Dark  brown,  thickly  studded  with  cir- 
cular spots  of  yellowish  white,  each  about  ^ of  an  inch  in  diame- 
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ter;  the  position  of  these  spots  appears  to  have  no  rc'lation  to  the  shape 
of  the  plates  of  the  carapace;  ventral  surface  lighter  and  sj)otless;  epi- 
dermis often  abraded,  leaving  the  shell  nniforni  tawny  white;  lips, 
bases  of  the  fins,  and  tail  stem  brown  like  the  gronnd  color  of  the  body. 
In  dried  specimens  the  epidermis  dries  and  loses  its  color,  and  the  shell 
shows  through  with  a lighter  shade.  Giinther  states  that  the  lips,  roots 
of  the  fins,  root  of  the  tail,  and  tip  of  the  caudal  are  black.  (Goode.) 
Length  lOf  inches.  Young  in  life,  light  olive,  covered  everywhere  above 
and  below  Avith  round  darker  spots  of  greenish  l)lue  about  as  large  as 
pupil;  fins  plain;  caudal  peduncle  Avith  a few  spots.  West  Indies,  north 
to  the  Bermudas,  Key  West,  and  Pensacola;  very  common  in  the  Tropics; 
a sluggish  fish  liA'ing  on  the  bottoms  about  reefs,  feeding  on  minute  ani- 
mals. {triqueler,  three-angled.) 

Ostradon  polyodon  inermis  triqueter,  Linn^us,  Museum  Adolpbi-Frederici,  i,  60,  1754, 
India. 

Ostradon  triqueter,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  330, 1758,  India  ; after  Mus.  Ad.  Fr. ; Gun- 
ther, Cat.,  AH II,  256,1870;  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu.s.  1879, 271 ; Jordan  Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  965, 1883. 

Ostradon*  coneatenatus,  Bloch,  Ichthyol.,  pi.  131,  1785,  Martinique  ; on  a painting  by 
Plumiek. 


Subgenus  CHAPINUS,  Jordan  &.  Evermann. 

2140.  LACTOPHUYS  BICAl  DALIS  (Linnaeus). 

(Chapin;  Spotted  Trunk-fish.) 

D.  10;  A.  10;  P.  12.  Ostracions  with  trigonal  carapace  and  with  flat 
prominent  spine  on  each  A'entral  ridge.  Breadth  of  body  less  than  \ its 
length  Avithoiit  caudal.  Space  between  eyes  concave.  From-the  median 
dorsal  line  the  sides  of  the  back  descend  rapily,  curving  outward  slightly. 
Caudal  fin  rounded.  Color  yellowish,  with  numerous  small,  round,  brown 
spots  on  carapace,  tail,  and  caudal  fin.  Length  10  inches.  West  Indies, 
generally  common,  from  Cuba  to  Ascension  Island;  not  yet  recorded  from 
Florida,  (bicaudalis,  tAvo-tailed;  that  is,  Avith  2 spines  beloAv  the  tail — 
‘‘spinis  subcaudalibus  2.’’) 

Ostradon  triangulatus  tuberculis  hexagonis  radiatis,  etc.,  Artedi,  Genera,  57,  1738,  India. 
Ostradon  bicaudalis,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  330, 1758,  India  ; after  Artedi  ; Gunther, 
Cat.,  VIII,  257, 1870 ; PoE v,  Kepertorio,  ii,  442 ; Goode,  I'roc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1879, 274. 


Subgenus  LACTOPHRYS. 

2141.  LACTOPHUYS  TUIGOXUS  (Linmeus). 

(Common  Trunk-fish  ; Chapin;  Shellfish.) 

Head!;  height  of  sides  2.  D.  10;  A.  10.  Body  rather  sharply  3-angled; 
no  spine  before  eye.  Each  ventral  ridge  with  a large  flat  spine;  dorsal 
ridge  high  and  sharply  compressed,  descending  rather  rapidly  forward,  and 
ending  opposite  posterior  margin  of  orbit ; carapace  open  behind  the  dorsal 

* As  Bloch  says  distinctly  that  his  account  of  Ostradon  coneatenatus  is  based  on  a figure 
by  Plumier,  the  name  should  apparently  not  be  used  for  an  East  Indian  species,  but  is 
probably  a synonym  of  triqueter. 
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fin.  Olive  gray;  a very  faint  blue  spot  in  the  center  of  each  of  most  of  the 
scales;  nostril  in  a yellow  sjiot;  honndaries  of  upper  scutes  blackish,  of 
lower  bluish;  outlines  of  various  scutes  behind  gill  opening  black,  form- 
ing a dusky  area,  especially  distinct  in  the  young;  a similar  smaller  dusky 
area  on  side  on  level  of  eye;  iris  yellow;  fins  all  pale  olive;  vent  yellow; 
belly  light  olive,  outlines  of  the  scutes  bluish ; base  of  pectorals  yellowish. 
Length  about  a foot.  West  Indies;  very  common  as  far  north  as  Bermuda 
and  Key  West,  occasionally  northward  in  the  Gulf  Stream  (Holmes  Hole, 
Mass.,  Storer;  Woods  Hole;  Chesapeake  Bay,  Lugger).  All  4 of  our  spe- 
cies occur  in  the  harbor  of  Para,  in  Brazil.  This  species  and  others  are 
said  to  utter  grunting  sounds,  {rpelc,  three;  y6yo<i,  angle.) 

Ostracion  triangxdatus  lenihis  figurararum  hexagonamm  eminentihxis,  etc.,  Artedi,  Gen- 
era, 50,  1738,  Jamaica;  seen  by  Artedi  in  the  collection  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane  and  in 
the  Xagg’s  Head  Inn,  London. 

Ostraciximtrigonus,'LixsMVS,  Syst.  Kat.,  Ed.  x,  330, 1758.  India  ; after  Artedi;  GI'nther, 
Cat.,  vili,  256, 1870 ; Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1879,  276. 

Obtracion  yalei,  Storer,  Host.  Journ.  Xat.  Hist.,  I,  1837,  353,  Holmes  Hole,  on  Marthas 
Vineyard. 

Lactophrys  oviceps,  Kaup,  Archiv  Xaturg.  1855,218;  specimens  with  10  dorsal  rays,  Lin- 
na?us  having  given  by  error  “D.  II  ” in  the  original  description  of  O.  trigonns. 
Ostracion  xmdulatus,  Poet,  Synopsis,  III,  1868,  Havana. 

Ostracion  expansxim,  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  1870,  471,  figs.  9-10,  St.  Martins,  West 
Indies. 

Lactophrys  trigoxius.  Poet,  Memorias,  ii,  362, 1861. 

Ostracium  trlgonian,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  853, 1883. 


Subgenus  ACANTHOSTRACION,  Sleeker. 

2142.  LACTOPHRYS  TRICORXIS  (Linnaeus). 

(Cuckold;  Toro;  Cow-fish.) 

Head  4f;  depth  2^.  D.  10;  A.  10.  Carapace  trigonal;  adults  with  a 
broad  low  ridge  on  each  side  of  the  liack,  the  dorsal  ridge  more  elevated 
than  in  the  young,  which  are  somewhat  tetragonal.  Ventral  surface 
nearly  flat ; angles  of  body  carinate ; a stout  spine  directed  forward  over 
each  eye;  abdominal  spines  fiat,  directed  backward;  a median  dorsal 
spine  said  to  be  sometimes  present,  never  persistent,  none  in  our  speci- 
mens; bridges  behind  dorsal  and  anal  each  ending  in  a fiat  spine;  caudal 
peduncle  with  or  without  a free  plate  ^ above  or  below;  carapace  closed 
behind  dorsal  fin.  Color  brown,  yellow,  blue,  or  green,  with  irregular 
blue  blotches,  the  centers  of  the  scutes  often  lighter  than  the  margins. 
Young,  light  gray,  tinged  with  olive ; l)elly  white ; head  and  carapace  with 
round  spots  of  rather  light  blue,  these  sometimes  forming  more  or  less  inter- 
rupted longitudinal  stripes;  about  4 of  these  stripes  on  cheek;  tail  above 
with  blue,  brown-edged  spots;  dorsal  olive,  its  base  blackish ; caudal  olive, 
edged  and  mottled  with  light  blue ; anal  similar;  pectorals  olive.  Length 
18  inches.  Tropical  parts  of  the  Atlantic ; very  common  from  Carolina  to 
Brazil,  ranging  northward  in  the  Gulf  Stream  to  Charleston  (Goode)  and 
Chesapeake  Bay  (Lugger) ; occasional  about  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of 

* “Out  of  II  specimens  examined  5 bad  plates  above  and  below,  1 bad  2 above,  and  6 
bad  none.  ” (Goode. ) 
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Mexico,  at  Pensacola  and  Galveston ; also  ranging  eastward  to  Guinea  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  is  rarely  brought  to  tlie  markets,  but  is  said 
to  be  a good  food-iisli  when  baked  in  the  shell,  (b-es,  three;  cornus,  horn; 
the  name  refers  to  the  2 frontal  horns  and  to  the  supracaudal  plate, 
figured  by  Lister  as  an  erect  spine,  the  figure  apparently  based  on  a speci- 
men with  the  plate  torn  loose  at  one  end.) 

riscis  triangularis  capiti  cornutus  cui  e media  cauda  cutanea  aeuleus  longus  erigitus,  Listkr, 
in  TVillughby,  Hist.  Pise.,  Apiienclix,  19, 1686,  locality  not  given. 

Ostracion  triangulatus  aculeis  duobus  in  capite  et  unico  longioro  superne  ad  caudaum, 
Artedi,  Genera,  56, 1738;  after  Lister  in  Willughby. 

Ostracion  triangulatus  duobus  aculeis  in  fronte  et  totidem  in  imo  ventre  subcaudalesque 
5ims,  Artedi,  Genera,  56, 1738;  specimens  seen  in  London  at  tbo  bouse  of  Mr.  Lillja 
and  in  tbe  Xagg’s  Head  Inn. 

Ostracion  tricornis,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  331, 1758;  after  Artedi. 

Ostracium  quadricornis,*  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  331,  1758;  after  Artedi  ; Gun- 
ther, Cat.,  \UII,  257, 1870 ; Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1879,  278. 

Ostracion  listeri,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  i,  468, 1798;  after  Willughby. 

Ostracion  sexcornutus,  Mitchill,  Amer.  Monthly  Mag.,  ll,  1818,  328,  Mouth  of  Mississippi 
River. 

Ostracion  maculatus,  Hollaed,  Ann.  Sci.  Nat.  1857, 149. 

Ostracion  gxdneensis,  Bleeker,  Ned.  Tydskr.  Dierk,  il,  298,  Guinea. 

Ostracion  gronovii,  Bleeker,  Ned.  Tydskr.  Dierk,  ii.  298. 

Acanthostracion  polygonius,  Poey,  Enumeratio,  175, 1876,  Cuba. 

Ostracium  quadricorne,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  854, 1883. 


* Concerning  tbe  nominal  species  of  tbi.s  tj'pe,  Dr.  Goode  remarks : “ I have  never  seen 
more  than  one  species  of  this  tyi)e,  and  tbe  synonymy  at  tlie  liead  of  this  notice  expresses 
tbe  views  of  the  majority  of  ichthyologists  as  well  as  my  own.  It  seems  only  fair,  how- 
ever, to  quote  tbe  opinion  of  Dr.  Bleeker.  ‘It  appears  to  mo  very  evident.’  wrote  be, 
‘that  there  are  at  lea.st  5 si)ecies  of  triangular  (or  rather  iientagonal)  Ostracions  with 
frontal  and  preanal  .si)ine3.  (If  these  this  ( O.  quadricornis)  is  the  one  longest  known,  and 
may  be  easily  distinguished  by  the  nearly  vertical  profile  of  the  head  as  well  as  by  the 
strong  spine  whicli  terminates  the  postero-superior  dorsal  plate.  The  other  species 
resembling  «7?tar//icornis are  Ostracion  notacanthus  Bleeker,  Ostracion  tricornis  L.  (—Ostra- 
cion maculatus  Hollard),  Ostracion  gronovii  Bleeker,  and  Ostracion  guineensis  Bleeker, 
but  none  of  these  exhibits  the  remarkable  char.acter  of  the  postero-superior  dorsal  angle 
developed  into  a spine.  Ostracion  notacanthus  is  characterized  by  the  presence  of  a spine 
upon  the  dorsal  crest,  by  its  oblique  profile,  and  by  the  hexagonal  or  irregular  black  ring 
with  large  yellowish  center  whicn  is  plainlj"^  visible  upon  each  plate  of  the  back  and  the 
flanks;  w'hile  Ostracion  gronovii  is  easily  recognized  by  the  greater  length  of  the  frontal 
and  preanal  spines,  by  the  absence  of  tlie  median  dorsal  spine,  and  by  the  very  oblique 
profile  of  the  snout.  Ostracion  tricornis  Linn.,  which  apiiears  to  be  identical  with  the 
species  described  by  Hollard  as  Ostracion  maculatus,  is  marked  by  its  nearly  vertical 
profile  and  by  longitudinal  brown  bands  u])on  the  cheeks.  Ostracion  guineensis'is  marked 
by  the  suhvertical  profile  of  Ostracion  tricornis,  but  has  cheeks  without  bands,  and  the 
plate  of  the  carapace  ornamented  with  a central  ocella  of  pearl  color  or  blue.’  The  i)res- 
ence  of  plates  upon  the  caudal  peduncle  is  apparently  accidental.  They  may  possibly 
have  some  relation  to  sex,  but  certainly  none  to  age.  Out  of  14  specimens  examined  5 
had  plates  above  and  below,  1 had  2 above,  and  6 had  none.  In  none  of  the  specimens  can 
I distinguish  traces  of  the  spine  in  the  middle  of  the  dors.al  ridge  mentioned  by  Dr.  (liin- 
ther.  The  color  of  young  sxjecimens  is  well  described  by  Giinther;  the  bands  on  the 
cheek  are,  however,  of  a bright  blue.  Adult  s]»ecimens  are  colored  in  a rich  bright  blue 
or  green,  lighter  in  the  center  of  each  hexagonal  plate,  giving  the  apjiearance  of  annular 
markings,  which  quickly  vanish  after  death.  In  some  individuals  the  color  is  worn 
from  the  ridges  of  the  carapace,  leaving  patches  of  light  brown.  Bleeker  claimed  for  his 
species,  Ostracion  notacanthus,  a peculiar  system  of  coloration,  but  it  is  in  nowise  different 
from  that  of  the  ordinary  type  of  Ostracion  quadHcornis.  i The  largest  specimens  are  21 
inches  long.  ” If  Dr.  Goode  is  right  in  referring  all  the.se  forms  to  one  .species,  it  sliould 
be  called  Lactophrys  tricornis.  The  only  doubt  seems  to  be  in  regard  to  Lactophrys  nota- 
canthus, which  looks  to  us  like  a different  fish, 

1 “!Mais  en  outre  le  syst6me  de  coloration  do  I’espece  que  je  crois  nouvelle  est  trt>s 
different,  chaque  houclier  de  la  tote,  du  dos  et  des  flancs  etant  orn6  d’un  anneau  violet  ou 
noiriltre  d’une  forme  hexagone,  xientagone,  quadrangulaire,  ou  meme  ronde,  et  h centre 
large  orange  ou  rougeatre.  On  ne  voit  rien  de  pareil  sur  le  corps  du  quadricornis.  Puis 
encore,  la  queue  est  hrunatre  et  a taches.jaunatres  et  les  pectorales  out  un  rayon  de  ]du.s. 
Je  nomine  cette  esp^ce  nouvelle  Ostracion  notacanthus.  ” Mbmoire  sur  les  Poissons  de  la 
Cote  de  Guin6e,  par  P.  Bleeker,  p.  21. 
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Suborder  GYMNODONTES. 

Plectognatlis  without  a spinous  dorsal,  with  the  body  short  and  with 
the  belly  inflatable ; the  scales  typically  spiniform,  with  root-like  inser- 
tions (archetypically  rhomboid),  and  with  the  jaws  in  an  enamel-like 
covering  enveloped  without  distinct  teeth.  This  group  contains  degraded 
Plectognaths  which  have  lost  the  scales,  spinous  dorsal,  and  distinct 
teeth.  In  the  extreme  forms  the  pelvis,  ribs,  and  caudal  vertebra}  are 
also  lost,  the  species  depending  on  their  dermal  armature,  leathery  skin, 
or  inflatable  belly  for  protection  from  enemies,  while  little  power  of 
active  movement  remains.  naked;  ddo^g,  tooth.) 

a.  Pelvis  and  ribs  obsolete. 

h.  Caudal  region  normally  developed,  vitli  a caudal  peduncle. 

c.  Upper  and  lower  jaw  each  divided  by  a median  suture;  maxillaries  and 
dentaries  eacli  curved  outward  behind  the  premaxillaries ; ethmoid 
more  or  less  projecting  in  front  of  frontals ; postfrontals  extending  out- 
ward at  least  as  far  as  frontals. 

d.  Yertebrie  comparatively  few,  15  to  21  in  number;*  dorsal  and  anal 
short,  of  7 to  15  rays. 

e.  Frontal  bones  articulated  with  the  supraoccipital  and  postfrontals 
confined  to  the  sides;  ethmoid  short,  narrow,  little  promi- 
nent to  view  above;  vertebra}  few;  head  broad;  nostrils 
various.  Tetraodontid^,  clxxii. 

ee.  Frontal  bones  separated  from  the  supraoccipital  by  the  post- 
frontals which  meet  in  the  middle ; ethmoid  prominent  above, 
enlarged  and  narrowed  forward;  snout  pointed;  dorsal  and 
anal  very  short ; nostrils  obsolete. 

Canthigasterid^,  clxxiii. 
cc.  Upper  and  lower  jaw  each  undivided,  the  premaxillary  and  dentary  bones 
coosified  into  sutureless  arches ; maxillaries  extended  laterally  behind ; 
body  covered  with  stout,  rooted  spines.  Uiodoxtid^,  clxxiv. 

hh.  Caudal  region  of  body  aborted,  the  body  truncated  behind  the  dorsal  and  anal; 
jaws  each  without  median  suture.  Molid^,  clxxv. 


Family  CLXXII.  TETRAODONTID^. 

(The  Puffers.) 

Body  oblong  or  elongate,  usually  little  compressed,  sometimes  very 
broad;  head  and  snout  broad;  belly  capable  of  great  inflation ; skin  scale- 
less, usually  more  or  less  prickly,  the  spines  or  prickles  usually  weak  and 
movable,  not  rooted;  in  I genus  {Epliippion)  the  skin  is  armed  with  bony 
scutes  forming  a sort  of  carapace,  approaching  that  seen  in  Ostracion:  each 
jaw  confluent,  forming  a sort  of  beak  which  in  each  jaw  is  divided  by  a 
median  suture;  maxillaries  curved  outward  behind  the  premaxillaries; 
lips  full;  nostrils  various.  Spinous  dorsal  and  ventral  fins  wanting,  the 
fins  comijosed  of  soft  rays  only ; dorsal  fin  posterior,  opposite  and  similar 
to  anal;  caudal  fin  distinct,  no  ventral  fins,  the  pelvic  bone  undeveloped; 
no  ribs ; pectoral  fins  short  and  broad,  the  upper  rays  longest ; caudal  fin 
and  its  vertebrie  normally  developed.  Medifrontals  articulated  with  the 

* The  Chonei'hinidce  of  the  East  Indies  have  vertebr®  29;  D.  32  to  38;  A.  28  to  32. 


Jorda7i  a7id  Ever77ia7i7i. — Fishes  of  North  A77ierica.  1727 


supraoccipital,  the  postfrontals  confined  to  the  sides,  ethmoid  more  or  less 
projecting  in  front  of  frontals;  postfrontals  extending  outward  as  far  as 
frontals;  prosethmoid  short  and  narrow,  little  prominent  to  view  above; 
vertebr®  few,  7 or  8 -j-  9 to  13.  Gill  openings  small,  placed  close  in  front 
of  pectorals;  air  bladder  present.  Genera  about  10,  species  about  60, 
inhabiting  warm  seas;  fishes  of  sluggish  movements,  noted  for  their  habit 
of  filling  the  stomach  with  air.  When  disturbed  they  then  float  on  the 
surface  belly  upward.  Not  used  as  food,  the  flesh  being  ill  flavored  and 
reputed  poisonous.  {Tetrodontina,  part,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  270-316, 1870.) 

Tetraodoctin^  : 

a.  Frontal  bones  expanded  sidewise  and  forming  the  lateral  roofs  of  the  orbits,  the 
postfrontals  limited  to  the  posterior  portions.  Species  chiefly  marine. 

b.  Nostril  on  each  side  with  2 distinct  openings ; frontal  region  longer  than  broad, 

c.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  comparatively  long,  falcate,  each  of  12  to  15  rays; 
caudal  lunate;  vertebrai  about  8 4- 13  = 21 : nostrils  sessile,  or  nearly  so, 
not  forming  a distinct  papilla ; mucous  tubes  on  upper  part  of  head  and 
on  sides  of  body  very  conspicuous.  Lagocephalus,  677. 

ec.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  comparatively  short,  rounded,  each  of  6 to  8 rays; 
caudal  usually  rounded ; vertebrai  about  8 + 10  = 18;  nostrils  at  the 
summit  of  a hollow,  simple  (or  lobed)  papilla;  mucous  tubes  incon- 
spicuous. Spheroides,  678. 

bb.  Nostril  on  each  side  with  a bifid  tentacle  without  distinct  opening;  frontal 
region  broader  than  long;  fins  and  vertebrai  as  in  Spheroides.  Ovoides,  679. 

COLOMESINAE : 

aa.  Frontal  bones  narrowed  and  excluded  from  the  orbit,  the  postfrontals  being  elon- 
gated and  projected  forward  and  connected  with  the  prefrontals;  dorsal  and 
anal  fins  short,  rounded;  snout  very  obtuse;  vertebrai  8 + 11  = 19;  nostrils 
(probably)  as  in  Spheroides.  Fluviatile  species.  Colomesus,  680. 

677.  LAGOCEPHALUS,  Swainson. 

Lagocephalus,  Swaixson,  Nat.  Hist,  and  Class’n  Fishes,  ii,  194,  328,  1839  {pennanti= 
lagocephalus). 

Physogaster,  Muller,  Abhandl.  Akad.  Wiss.  Berlin,  252,  1839  (1841)  {lunaris);  name  pre- 
occupied. 

Gastrophysus,  Muller,  'Wiegmann’s  Archiv,  ix,  1843,  330  (lunaris). 

Les  Promecocephales  (Promecocephalus),  Bibron,  Revue  de  Zoologie,  279, 1855  (argentatus) . 
Tetrodon,  Gill,  Cat.  Fish.  East  Coast  N.  A.,  15, 1873  (Icevigatus) ; not  of  Linn^us,  as  prop- 
erly restricted. 

Body  comparatively  elongate;  skin  smooth  or  variously  prickly,  the 
prickles  most  developed  on  the  abdomen;  abdomen  capable  of  very  great 
inflation.  Dorsal  and  anal  rather  long,  falcate,  of  12  to  15  rays  each; 
caudal  lunate.  Nostril  without  distinct  papilla,  each  one  with  2 distinct 
openings;  mucous  tubes  on  upper  part  of  head  and  on  sides  of  body  very 
conspicuous.  Lower  side  of  tail  with  a fold.  Species  reaching  a rather 
large  size,  chiefly  tropical,  one  of  them,  Lagocephalus  lagocephalus  L.,  reach- 
ing the  coasts  of  southern  Europe.  Yertebrie  in  increased  number  (about 
8 + 13=21).  The  increased  number  of  vertebrie  and  of  rays  in  the  verti- 
cal fins  mark  a transition  toward  the  allied  family,  Chonerhinidce,  in  which 
there  are  about  29  vertebrie,  the  dorsal  rays  about  35,  the  anal  30. 
hare;  kead,  from  the  incisor  teeth.) 

a.  Body  elongate;  bead  3^  in  length;  depth  41. 
aa.  Body  stout;  head  2|  in  length;  depth  3^. 


LEVIGATDS,  2143. 
PACHYCEPHALUS,  2144. 
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2143.  LAGOCEPHALUS  L.ETIGATUS  (Ltnnfeus). 

(Smooth  Puffer.) 

Head  3J;  depth  4^.  D.  14;  A.  12.  Eye  large,  silverj^,  2 in  snout.  Body 
elongate,  tail  slender,  a fold  of  skin  on  its  lower  edge  on  each  side.  Inter- 
orbital space  flat,  shorter  than  snout,  1^  in  eye.  Bellj’  covered  with  large, 
suheqnal,  3-rooted  spines,  well  separated,  no  smaller  ones  intermixed ; back 
and  sides  smooth.  Gill  opening  midway  between  snout  and  front  of  dorsal. 
Dorsal  and  anal  fins  large  and  falcate,  the  last  rays  rapidly  shortened ; 
height  of  dorsal  If  in  head;  caudal  fin  lunate,  the  longest  ray  14  in  head. 
Olive  green  above,  sides  and  below  lustrous  silvery  white;  no  distinct 
markings.  Length  2 feet.  Cape  Cod  to  Brazil;  common  southward;  rather 
rare  north  of  Cape  Hatteras.  (hvvigatus,  smoothed.) 

Ostracion  cathetoplateo  oblongus,  Aetedi,  Genera  Pise.,  genus  58,  species  13,  1738;  after 
Orbis  lagocephalus,  Grew,  etc. 

Tetrodon  Icevigatus,  Lixnjeus,  Syst.  Hat.,  Ed.  xii,  411,  1766,  Charleston,  South  Carolina 
(Coll.  Dr.  Garden);  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  274, 1870. 

Tetrodon  curvus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Philos.  Soc.,  l,  1815, 474,  New  York ; young. 
Tetrodon  mathematicus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Pliilos.  Soc.,  i,  1815, 474,  New  York. 
Rolacanthus  melanothus,  Gronow,  Syst.  Hat.,  Ed.  Gray,  24, 1854,  Carolina  ; based  on  Tetra- 
odon  Icevigatus  of  Linnieus. 

Tetrodon  lineolatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  432, 1868,  Cuba;  young. 

Lagocephalus  Icevigatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  860,  1883;  Jordan  & Edwards. 
Proc.  V.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886, 232. 

2144.  LAGOCEPHALUS  PACHTCEPHALUS  (Ranzani). 

(Jug-fish.) 

Head2f;  depth  34;  eye3|.  D.  14;  A.  13;  P.17.  Body  heavy,  tapering 
from  middle  of  head  backward;  snout  blunt;  length  of  caudal  peduncle 
equal  to  head‘  in  front  of  middle  of  pupil.  Vertical  diameter  of  eye  f of 
horizontal  diameter.  Interorbital  space  slightly  concave,  2 in  distance 
from  end  of  snout  to  middle  of  pupil;  distance  between  eyes  equal  to 
snout.  Gill  opening  vertical,  broader  than  base  of  pectoral.  Nuchal  cross 
line  of  mucous  pores  halfway  between  snout  and  origin  of  dorsal,  and  ^ 
the  distance  to  base  of  caudal.  Dorsal  and  anal  alike  and  opposite,  both 
somewhat  falcate,  the  last  ray  aliout  44  in  longest,  which  is  If  in  head; 
pectoral  very  liroad,  the  margin  oblique,  slightly^  sinuous,  lowest  ray  f 
longest,  which  is  as  long  as  snout,  2 in  head,  the  fifth  ray  from  bottom 
shortest.  Upper  and  lower  rays  of  caudal  slightly  produced,  middle  rays 
even,  upper  lobe  larger,  as  long  as  caudal  peduncle,  I4  in  head;  folds  on 
lower  part  of  side  of  tail  extending  forward  and  meeting  on  chin,  a very 
slight  fold  on  each  side  of  tail  above.  Small,  embedded,  3-rooted  spines 
on  the  belly  between  the  lateral  ridges,  not  extending  on  to  chin  nor  to 
vent,  skin  otherwise  perfectly  smooth.  Lines  of  mucous  pores  as  in  Lago- 
cephalus Ifcvigatus;  4 short  lines  inclosing  a quadrangular  area  behind  the 
eye,  from  the  anterior  corners  of  which  extends  a line  surrounding  the  eye, 
the  posterior  inner  corners  connected  by  the  nuchal  line,  the  lateral  line 
extending  from  the  posterior  outer  corner.  Lateral  line  extending  directly 
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backward  till  nearly  even  with  the  dorsal  fin,  then  curving  downward 
and  extending  along  middle  of  the  tail  to  base  of  caudal.  Color  in  alco- 
hol, silvery,  olive  above,  clouded  with  dark  olive,  a faint  greenish-olive 
area  along  sides;  lower  part  of  side  silvery;  below  white.  This  species 
differs  from  Lagocephalus  Im'igatus  in  the  robust  body  with  short  caudal 
peduncle,  the  merely  emarginate  caudal  fin,  and  the  shape  of  the  pectoral. 
West  Indies  to  Brazil;  not  common.  Here  described  from  2 specimens, 
inches  long,  from  Jamaica  (Coll.  J.  S.  Roberts).  thick ; KEfbaXr), 

head.) 

Tetrodon  pachycephalus,  Ranzani,  Nov.  Comm.  Ac.  Sci.  Inst.  Bonon.,  iv,  1840,  73,  pi.  11, 
fig.  2,  Brazil. 

Lagocephalus  pachycephahis,  Jordan  & Rutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1897, 128. 


678.  SPHEROIDES,  Lac^pede. 

(Swell-fishes.) 

Les  spheroides,  Lac^pkde,  Hist.  Nat.  Poisa.,  ii,  1, 1798  (French  name  only;  tubercule). 
Spheroides,  Ddmkril,  Zoologie  Analytique,  342,  1806  (tuberculatus=spengleri,  from  a draw- 
ing showing  a front  view). 

Orbidus,  R.vfinesque,  Analyse  de  la  Nature,  90,  1815  (substitute  for  Les  spheroides, 
LACf:pf;DE). 

Spheeroides,  Lacepede,  Pillot  Edition,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  vi,  279, 1831,  (tuberculatus^spen- 
gleri) . 

Cirrhisomus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class’n  Fishes,  11,  194,328,  1829  (spengleri). 

Cheilichthys,  Muller,  Ahhandl.  Akad.  AYiss.  Berlin,  252,  1839  (1841)  (testudineus) . 
Jlolacanthus,  Gronow,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  Gray,  23,  1854  (includes  all  Tetrodontidoe  and  IHo- 
dontidee) ; name  preoccupied. 

Anchisomus,  Kaup  MS.,  Richardson,  Voyage  Herald,  156,  162,  1854  (spengleri,  etc.). 

Les  stenonietoiies  (Steiiometopus) , Bibron,  Revue  de  Zoologie  1855,  279  (testudineus) ; no 
diagnosi.s. 

Apsicephalus,  Hollard,  fitudes  sur  les  Gymnodontes,  324,  1867  (testudineus,  etc.). 

Body  oblong,  not  elongate ; skin  variously  prickly  or  smooth,  sometimes 
with  cirri.  A single,  short,  simple  nasal  tube  on  each  side,  with  2 
rather  large  openings  near  its  tip.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  short,  little  fal- 
cate, of  6 to  8 rays  each;  caudal  truncate  or  rounded,  rarely  slightly  con- 
cave. Vertebcie  8-1-10=18.  Frontal  bones  expanded  sidewise  and  form- 
ing the  lateral  roof  of  the  orbit,  the  postfrontals  limited  to  the  posterior 
portions.  Species  numerous,  in  warm  seas;  largely  American.  Our  spe- 
cies represent  2 well-marked  subgenera,  the  extremes  of  which  appear 
very  different  from  each  other  so  far  as  the  skulls  are  concerned.  Some 
of  the  typical  species  of  Spheroides  approach  CantJiigaster  in  the  narrow- 
ness of  the  frontal  area.  (d6atpoi;,  sphere;  siSoi;,  resemblance;  the  genus 
based  on  a front  view,  in  which  the  fish  was  represented  as  spherical.) 

Spheroides  : 

a.  Skull  very  narrow  above,  the  interorhital  area  more  or  less  concave,  2^  to  6i  times 
in  the  length  of  the  long  snout,  5 to  12  times  in  head;  sides  of  body  usually  with 
small  dermal  flaps. 

b.  Interorhital  area  very  deeply  concave,  channel-like  in  the  adult,  slightly  con- 
cave in  the  young. 
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c.  Back  and  belly  without  prickles  in  the  adult ; 2 rather  large  dermal  flaps 
behind  head,  1 on  each  side;  coloration  nearly  uniform,  the  sides  of 
belly  with  or  without  dark  blotches.  angusticeps,  2145. 

cc.  Back  and  belly  more  or  less  prickly;  dorsal  cirri  smaller  and  further 
apart,  often  wanting;  color  not  uniform,  the  sides  with  a series  of 
round  dark  blotches ; the  back  green,  mottled  or  spotted  with  maroon 
and  sky  blue.  lobatus,  2146. 

bb.  Interorbital  space  flat  or  moderately  concave;  no  dorsal  flaps;  sides  with  a 
series  of  about  12  black  blotches  or  bars  bounding  pale  color  of  abdomen ; 
back  without  curved  cross  streaks ; upper  ray  of  caudal  produced. 

d.  Sides  of  head  and  body  always  smooth  except  sometimes  a strip  behind 
pectorals;  spines  larger,  higher,  more  stellate,  wider  apart  than  in 
Spheroides  maculatus,  irregularly  placed  and  often  wholly  wanting ; 
sides  usually  with  small  dermal  slips  or  flaps,  especially  in  the  young ; 
black  blotches  on  sides  nearly  round ; caudal  with  a broad  dusky  bar 
on  base  and  tip.  spengleri,  2147. 

dd.  Sides  of  head  and  body  always  prickly,  as  is  the  back  from  upper  lip  to 
base  of  dorsal ; bellj-  prickly,  the  prickles  all  similar,  small,  3-rooted, 
stiff  and  close  set,  never  obsolete;  no  cirri;  back  with  dark  spots; 
black  blotches  on  sides  forming  short  oblique  cross  bai’s,  those  behind 
pectoral  most  conspicuous ; caudal  nearly  plain,  darker  at  tip. 

e.  Color  dark  brown,  with  black  blotches;  a series  of  about  a dozen 
irregular  black  spots  along  under  side.  maculatus,  2148. 

ee.  Color  dark,  olivaceous  above ; black  blotches  on  lower  part  of  sides 
in  the  form  of  short,  oblique  cross  bars.  marmoratus,  2149. 

CheILICHTHYS  (xeiAo?,  lip ; Ix^vs,  flsh)  : 

aa.  Skull  very  broad  above,  the  interorbital  space  broad,  flattish,  or  very  little  concave, 
its  width  more  than  ^ snout  and  2f  to  4 in  head ; sides  with  no  series  of  dark 
blotches  bounding  the  line  of  belly. 

e.  Caudal  tin  rounded  or  subtruncate ; back  and  sides  with  many  small  irregular 
black  spots ; no  series  of  larger  blotches  bounding  the  edge  of  the  belly. 

/.  Dark  shades  on  back,  broad,  appearing  as  the  ground  color  and  crossed  by 
pale  curved  cross  bars  and  streaks  forming  arcs  of  concentric  circles; 
these  sometimes  broken  by  reticulations,  everywhere  profusely  spotted 
with  black  in  adult : body  rather  sparsely  prickly  above  and  below  or 
sometimes  entirely  smooth. 

g.  Interorbital  space  moderate,  slightly  concave ; snout  somewhat  pro- 
duced, the  eye  a little  behind  middle  of  head;  pale  markings 
usually  irregular,  not  forming  continuous  arcs. 

TESTUDINEUS,  2150. 

gg.  Interorbital  area  very  broad,  nearly  flat;  snout  short  and  bluntish, 
the  eye  nearly  midway  in  head ; pale  markings  comparatively 
regular,  forming  distinct  arcs.  annulatus,  2151. 

ff.  Dark  shades  on  back  appearing  as  bars  and  spots  on  a pale  ground  color, 
the  pale  areas  forming  more  or  less  distinct  concentric  streaks;  the 
dark  areas  above  large  black  confluent  blotches  which  form  above 
curved  streaks  and  cross  bars,  irregular  and  variable  but  sharply 
marked;  iuterorbital  space  very  broad  and  slightly  convex;  back  and 
belly  prickly.  formosus,  2152. 

ee.  Caudal  fin  lunate  or  truncate,  with  the  angles  acute  or  produced. 

h.  Dorsal  rays  8 ; body  more  or  less  prickly,  above  and  below. 

i.  Color  brownish  above  with  irregular  grayish  spots,  and  sometimes 

dark  cross  bands;  eye  equal  to  in terorbital width,  furthi,  2153. 

ii.  Color  brownish  above,  vermiculated  with  paler;  eye  broader  than 

interorbital  space  (in  young  of  4 inches),  trichocephalus,  2154. 
hh.  Dorsal  rays  10.  Body  (in  adult)  everywhere  perfectly  smooth;  inter- 
orbital space  broad,  equal  to  snout  and  twice  diameter  of  eye; 
brown,  with  darker  spots  above.  pachygastee,  2155. 
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Subgenus  SPHEROIDES. 
h46.  SPHEROIDES  ANGUSTICEPS  (Jenyns). 

Head  2i;  depth  3^  (when  not  inflated).  D.  8;  A.  7.  Body  compara- 
tively elongate,  the  snout  very  long,  concave  in  profile,  a little  longer  than 
rest  of  head ; eye  large,  2 to  3 in  snout.  A well-marked  pair  of  small 
dermal  flaps,  black  in  color,  1 on  each  side  of  median  line  of  hack,  behind 
the  occiput,  and  just  behind  gill  opening,  the  two  close  together;  inter- 
orbital area  very  narrow,  deeply  concave,  channel-like,  not  so  broad  as 
eye,  the  width  of  its  bony  part  6^  in  snout,  about  12  in  head;  supra- 
orbital bone  prominent.  Sides  with  a few  small  whitish  dermal  cirri  or 
flattish  flaps,  irregular  in  size  and  position,  sometimes  wanting;  our  adult 
examples  (Galapagos  Islands)  entirely  smooth,  the  skin  everywhere 
rough  velvety ; nostrils  tubular,  with  2 lateral  openings  near  the  summit. 
Caudal  gently  rounded,  the  middle  rays  longest;  a slight  trace  of  fold  on 
caudal  peduncle;  pectoral  broad,  rounded,  the  upper  rays  longest.  Skin 
on  back  and  sides  tending  to  form  oblique  lengthwise  wrinkles.  Color  of 
adult,  dark  smoky  gray,  nearly  uniform,  the  belly  scarcely  pale ; base  of 
fins  dusky ; no  trace  of  lateral  blotches.  Pacific  coast,  from  La  Paz  to  the 
Galapagos  Islands ; rather  rare.  Here  described  from  2 adult  examples  (9 
and  10  inches  long)  from  Chatham  Island  of  the  Galapagos.  One  of  these 
has  the  eye  larger,  the  snout  shorter,  and  the  interorbital  space  much 
deeper  than  the  other,  a difference  perhaps  sexual.  Both  are  uniformly 
colored  and  without  prickles,  {angustus,  narrow;  ceps,  head.) 

Tetrodon  angusticeps,  Jenyns,  Voyage  Beagle,  Fishes,  154,  pi.  28,  1842,  Galapagos  Islands 
(Coll.  Charles  Darwin);  large  specimens  in  poor  condition,  the  skin  not  prickly; 
Gunther, Cat.,  viii,  287, 1870;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  631. 
Anckisomus  angusticeps,  Richardson,  V-oyage  Herald,  Fishes,  159,  1854. 

Sphceroides  angusticepis,  Jordan  & Edwards,  1.  c.,  236. 


2146.  SPHEROIDES  LOBATUS  (Steindachner). 

(Botete.) 

Head  about  3;  depth  about  4;  eye  moderate,  about  5 in  head.  D.  7;  A. 
7.  General  form  of  Spheroides  angusticeps,  the  body  elongate,  the  head 
long,  the  long  snout  2 in  head,  its  profile  concave;  iuterorbital  space  nar- 
row, deeply  concave,  the  width  of  its  bony  portion  4 to  5 in  snout,  7 to  10 
in  head;  nostrils  small,  papilliform,  each  with  2 openings,  essentially  as 
in  Spheroides  spengleri ; a slight  trace  of  fold  on  caudal  peduncle;  black 
post-nuchal  dermal  flaps  sometimes  present,  these  farther  apart  than  in 
S.  angusticeps,  and  often  wanting;  sides  with  flattish  dermal  flaps,  pale  in 
color,  rather  numerous,  but  irregularly  scattered.  A rhombic  saddle  of 
sharp  2-rooted  spines  on  back,  from  nape  to  behind  gill  opening,  thence 
back  to  near  front  of  dorsal;  a small  patch  in  posterior  part  of  gill  open- 
ing ; belly  velvety,  with  rather  sharp,  partly  embedded  spines  from  throat 
to  vent;  head,  sides,  and  caudal  peduncle  without  spines.  Caudal  short, 
rounded,  in  head;  dorsal  small;  pectoral  broad  truncate,  the  upper 
rays  scarcely  longer  than  the  lower.  Color  dark  green,  usually  bright. 
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with  many  irregular,  small,  well-defined,  bluish  and  maroon-colored  spots 
above;  a row  of  small,  diffuse  blackish  blotches  along  lower  part  of  sides 
of  head  and  body,  some  faint  dark  clouds  above ; a dark  blotch  at  base  of 
pectoral  and  of  caudal.  Gulf  of  California  to  the  Galapagos;  common 
in  shallow  water  about  Mazatlan,  the  largest  example  seen  10  inches  long, 
from  Alhatt'oss  Station  3006.  In  this  the  dermal  flaps  are  obsolete.  Ini 
from  La  Paz  these  flaps  are  as  distinct  as  in  S])lieroides  angusticeps,  but 
farther  apart.  Some  from  Panama  have  the  sides  of  head  and  body 
prickly.  There  is  considerable  variation  in  other  respects.  The  species 
may  prove  inseparable  from  Spheroides  angnsHceps,  representing  the  young, 
the  other  the  extreme  of  adult  variation,  (lohatiis,  lobed,  from  the  lateral 
flaps.) 

Canthogasterl  lobatm,  Steixdachxeh,  Ichtliyol.  Ifotizen.,  x,  18,  pi.  v,  fig.  3, 1870,  Altata. 
Spheroides  lobatita,  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa,  in  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 490. 

2147.  SPHEROIDES  SPEXGLERI  (Blocli). 

(Southern  Puffer;  Swell  Toad;  Tambor.) 

Head  3.  D.  7;  A.  6.  Head  compressed,  narrow;  interorbital  space  very 
slightly  concave,  or  flattish  with  a slight  median  ridge,  narrow,  about 
^ as  broad  as  eye,  its  width  5 to  6 in  head,  2^  to  3 in  snout,  which  is  2 in 
head;  profile  of  snout  not  steeji.  Body  variously  prickly,  sometimes 
smooth,  usually  a patch  of  minute  spines  from  occiput  halfway  to  dorsal 
fin;  belly  spinous  to  near  the  vent;  skin  of  head,  %ail,  and  most  of  the 
skin  of  the  sides  smooth;  sides  usually  with  small  dermal  cirri,  especially 
in  the  young,  these  not  very  conspicuous.  Young  examples  have  the 
back  and  belly  covered  with  rather  large,  not  close  set,  stellate  prickles 
as  described  in  the  original  account  of  Tetrodon  nephelns.  Of  the  larger 
individuals,  some  have  prickles  only  on  the  back,  others  on  the  belly  only; 
1 or  2 only  on  a small  area  behind  the  eyes  near  the  median  line,  while  the 
majority  of  the  largest  are  entirely  smooth.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these 
all  belong  to  one  species.  The  loss  of  the  prickles  is  probably  to  some 
extent  dependent  on  age.  Adult  olive  brown,  with  numerous  small  light- 
bluish  or  greenish  spots  everywhere,  many  of  them  forming  ocelli  around 
darker  spots  of  the  ground  color;  numerous  scattered  black  spots  as  large 
as  the  pupil,  one  in  axil  below  most  distinct;  some  obscure  dark  spots 
along  sides  of  belly,  this  region  being  flesh  color,  Avith  pale  riviilations; 
pectorals  yellowish;  caudal  pale,  usually  with  2 dusky  shades.  Young, 
gray  and  olive  above,  much  mottled  with  blackish;  back  with  numerous 
irregular  blue  spots;  iris  coppery,  the  pupil  green;  belly  white,  grayish 
brown  along  the  sides;  12  round  blackish  spots  along  the  boundary 
between  sides  and  belly;  a whitish  bar  at  base  of  caudal;  caudal  with  2 
bars  of  blackish  olive  and  1 of  white;  other  fins  plain;  back  and  sides 
with  whitish  cirri.  West  Indies,  very  common,  ranging  north  to  coast  of 
Texas  and  western  Florida,  south  to  Rio  Janeiro  and  to  the  Madeiras  and 
Canaries;  the  most  widely  distributed  species  of  the  family.  Length  1 
foot.  (Named  for  Mr.  Spengler,  of  Copenhagen,  who  sent  the  type 
specimen  to  Bloch.) 


Jordan  and  Evermann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1733 


Tetrodon  spengleri,  Bloch,  Ichtbyologia,  l,  135,  pi.  144,  1782,  East  Indies;  Gl'NTHEe,  Cat., 
VIII,  284, 1870;  PoEY,  Enumeratio,  173, 1875;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  681, 1883. 

ieTefrodonplttmier,  Lac^pede,  Hist.  Kat.  Poiss.,  I,  504,  1797,  Martinique;  on  a drawing 
by  Plumier. 

Le  Spheroide  tubercule,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  il,  1, 1798,  Martinique ; on  a front- view 
drawing  by  Plumier. 

Tetrodo7i plumiei-i,  Blocb.  & Schneider,  Syst.Ichth.,  508,1801,  Martinique;  after  Lace- 
pede. 

Sphceroides  tuberculatus,  Pillot  Edition  of  Lacepede,  Vi,  279, 1831,  Martinique. 

Tetrodon  turgidus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  432, 1868,  Cuba  ; not  of  Mitchill. 

Tetrodon  nephelus,  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  tJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  412,  Indian  River  and  Pensa- 
cola, Florida  (Types,  No.  31427  and  31428  from  Indian  River  (Coll.  R.  Edward  Earll) 
and  26570  (Coll.  Silas  Stearns)) ; Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  966, 1883. 

Tetrodon  turgidus  nephelus,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  306. 

Spheroides  spengleri,  Jord^vn  <fc  Edwards,  1.  c.,  237. 


2148.  SPHEROIDES  MACULATES  (Blocb  & Schneider). 

(Puffer ; Swell  Toad;  Blower.) 

Head  2f ; depth  3;  ej’e  small,  9 in  head;  interorhital  width  3^;  snout  If. 
D.  7;  A.  6;  C.  7.  Body  about  as  wide  as  deep  when  not  inflated;  inter- 
orbital space  somewhat  concave;  profile  not  very  steep,  depressed  in  front 
of  eyes.  Sides  of  head  and  body  always  prickly,  as  is  the  back  from  upper 
lip  to  base  of  dorsal;  belly  prickly  from  lower  lip  to  vent;  prickles  all 
similar,  small,  mostly  3-rooted,  stiff  and  close  set,  rather  largest  posteriorly 
on  back  and  belly,  never  obsolete;  sides  without  cirri.  Caudal  slightly 
rounded.  Color  dark  olivaceous  above,  somewhat  marbled  and  dotted 
with  black;  black  blotches  on  lower  part  of  sides  in  the  form  of  short 
cross  bars,  somewhat  oblique,  the  first  one  behind  pectoral  most  conspic- 
uous; caudal  fin  plain  or  nearly  so,  the  tip  darker.  Close  to  Sx^heroides 
S2)engleri,  the  spines  smaller,  closer  together  and  never  wanting;  no  cirri. 
Length  6 to  10  inches.  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States,  from  Cape 
Ann  to  Florida;  very  common  northward,  replacing  the  closely  allied  S. 
spengleri.  The  only  species  of  the  genus  common  outside  the  Tropics. 
{maculatus,  spotted.) 

Toadfish,  Schopf,  Beobacbt.  Gesellsch.  Naturf.  Freunile,  viii,  189,  1788,  Long  Island. 
Tetrodon  hisjrid^is,  var.  maculatus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichtli.,  504,  1801,  Long 
Island ; after  Schopf. 

Tetrodon  turgidus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.,  i,  1815,  473,  pi.  5,  f.  5,  New  York; 

Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  285;  Jordan  «fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  861,  1883. 

Spheroides  maculatus.  Jordan  <fc  Edwards,  1.  c.,  238. 

2149.  SPHEROIDES  MARMORATUS  (Ranzani). 

(Spiny-back  Blow-fish.) 

Head  2f ; depth  4;  eye  44  in  head;  snout  long.  If  in  head.  D.  7;  A.  6;  P. 
14.  Outline  of  head  concave  in  front  of  eye ; eye  full  and  high,  its  distance 
above  a line  drawn  from  corner  of  mouth  to  upper  base  of  pectoral  equal 
to  its  longitudinal  diameter.  Interorbital  space  very  narrow,  grooved,  its 
width  equal  to  that  of  pupil.  Nostrils  at  end  of  a tube,  situated  about 
equally  distant  from  end  of  snout  and  posterior  edge  of  eye.  Gill  opening 
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equal  to  base  of  pectoral,  but  higher.  Length  of  caudal  peduncle  from 
anal  2 in  head.  Length  of  head  equal  to  i of  distance  in  front  of 
dorsal.  Posterior  rays  of  dorsal  in  longest,  which  are  2^  in  head. 
Pectoral  very  broad,  folding  fan-like,  the  margins  scalloped,  broadly 
rounded,  lowest  ray  li  in  upper,  which  is  2f  in  head.  Caudal  fin  slightly 
longer  than  the  distance  of  its  base  from  dorsal,  its  rays  all  of  equal 
length.  If  in  head.  Prickles  on  ventral  surface  between  chin  and  vent, 
extending  on  side  of  head  in  front  of  pectoral  fin,  on  side  behind  pectoral 
fin  to  vertical  from  dorsal,  above  from  nostrils  to  dorsal;  only  the  snout, 
axil  of  pectoral,  and  caudal  peduncle  naked.  Lateral  line  very  faint, 
extending  obliquely  upward  from  side  of  snout  under  eye,  then  backward, 
curving  slightly  downward  under  dorsal,  most  distinct  on  side  of  tail. 
Color  in  alcohol,  above  very  dark  brown,  with  black  blotches,  the  sides 
lighter,  with  A ery  pale  reticulations,  a series  of  about  a dozen  irregular 
black  si)ots  along  lower  side ; below  white ; caudal  slightly  dusky,  with 
no  indications  of  bars;  other  fins  colorless.  This  species  differs  from 
Spheroides  spengleri  in  the  high  and  prominent  eye,  the  very  narrow  inter- 
orbital, the  strongly  concave  outline  of  snout,  the  extensive  distribution 
of  prickles,  and  in  color.  West  Indies  to  Brazil;  our  specimens  collected 
at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  by  Eev.  Joseph  S.  Eoberts.  {marmoratus,  marbled.) 

Tetrodon  marmoratus,  Raxzani,  Nov.  Comm,  Ac.  Sci.  Inst.,  Bonon.,  iv,  1840,  72,  pi.  10, 
fig.  1,  Brazil. 

Spheroides  marmoratus,  Jordan  <fc  Rutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 129. 


Subgenus  CHEILICHTHYS,  MiiUer. 

2150.  SPHEROIDES  TESTUDIXEUS  (Linujeus). 

(Tambor;  Globe  Fish.) 

Head  3;  snout  moderately  long,  2 in  head;  eye  small,  about  in  head, 
nearer  gill  opening  than  end  of  snout ; interorbital  width  4 in  head.  D.  8 ; 
A.  6;  skin  of  back  from  nape  to  before  dorsal  fin  coAwed  with  small, 
sparsely  set  prickles;  belly  from  throat  to  anal  with  prickles  which  are 
rather  large  and  closely  set;  axil  usually  prickly ; these  prickles  rarely 
wanting  or  obscured;  sides  sometimes  with  cirri.  Back  dark  oliA'aceous, 
with  whitish  curved  lines  and  streaks  paler  than  the  ground  color,  these 
streaks  usually  arranged  as  follows:  a circle  or  rhomb  on  the  middle  of 
back,  in  front  of  dorsal  fin,  this  surrounded  by  an  ellipse,  the  ellipse 
sometimes  broken  up  by  cross  streaks;  before  this  3 or  4 cross  streaks 
extending  downward  and  backward,  the  one  at  the  nape  and  the  one 
behind  the  eyes  connected  on  the  median  line;  back  and  sides  with  many 
irregular,  round,  blackish  spots  of  different  sizes;  a dark  bar  at  base  of 
pectoral;  caudal  dusky  at  base,  then  pale,  the  posterior  blackish;  skull 
not  A'ery  broad,  the  interorbital  area  somewhat  concave,  the  prefrontal 
grooves  narrow.  West  Indies;  Axry  common;  occasionally  ascending 
rivers;  ranging  occasionally  northward  in  the  Gulf  Stream  as  far  as  New- 
port. (fcsfudinejis,  like  a turtle,  Tes#?uZo,  from  the  form  of  the  jaws;  “orbis 
ohlongus  testudinis  capite”  of  Clusius.) 
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Osfracion  oblongus  glaber,  Artedi,  Genera  Piscium,  genus  60,1738;  after  Clusius,  Will- 
UGHBY,  etc.,  Balk,  Amoen.  Acad.,  i,  591, 1749. 

Orbis  Icevis  variegatus  (the  Globe  Fish),  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Carolina,  pi.  28, 1743,  Virginia. 

Tetraodon  testudineus,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  332, 1758;  based  on  Balk  and  Artedi. 

? Tetrodon  punctatus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Icbtb.,  506, 1801,  Brazil;  Poey,  Synopsis, 
432, 1868. 

Tetrodon  geometricus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Icbtb.,  508, 1801,  Virginia ; after  Catesby. 

Tetrodon  ammocryptug,  Gosse,  Nat.  Sojourn  Jamaica,  287, 1851,  Jamaica. 

Anchigomus  reticularis  (Kaup)  Richardson,  Voyage  Herald,  161,  pi.  31, 1854;  not  Tetrodon 
reticularis,  Bloch  & Schneider,  which  is  Tetrodon  testudineus,  Bloch,  not  of 
Linn^us. 

Holacanthus  leionothos,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Gray,  24, 1854,  American  Ocean. 

Tetrodon  testudineus,  Gunther,  Cat.,viii,  282,  1870;  Poey,  Enumeratio,  172,  1872;  Jordan 
& Gilbert,  Synopsis,  861, 1883. 

Spheroides  testudineus,  JORDAN  & Edwards,  Z.  c.,  239;  Jordan  & Rutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat. 
Sci.  Pbila.  1897, 130. 


2161.  SPHEROIDES  AXNUL.iTUS  * (Jenyns). 


Head  3;  depth  4;  eye  small,  4 to  5 in  head.  1).  8;  A.  7;  interorhital 
space  very  broad,  nearly  Hat,  its  width  3^  in  head,  Ijr  in  snout,  which  is  If 
in  head.  Body  robust,  moderately  inflatable;  the  head  broad  and  short; 
snout  short,  steep,  and  nearly  straight  in  profile;  caudal  subtruncate,  If  in 
head;  dorsal  rather  high;  pectoral  broad,  truncate,  the  lower  angle 
rounded,  upper  parts  from  nostrils  to  dorsal  covered  with  small,  sharp 
prickles,  closely  set;  a few  jirickles  on  lower  part  of  cheek  and  on  front 
of  belly;  most  of  belly  smooth  with  longitudinal  wrinkles,  the  spines 
embedded  in  the  thick  skin;  whole  body  sometimes  entirely  smooth  (poli- 
tus).  Caudal  peduncle  smooth  ; upper  parts  everywhere  Avith  small,  round, 
blackish  spots,  much  smaller  than  pu])!!,  these  most  conspicuous  on  sides 
of  body  and  on  sides  of  head;  back  dark  broAvn  with  concentric  pale 
rings  and  curved  streaks  or  sutures;  a V-shaped  mark  before  dorsal,  au 
ellipse  surrounding  it  extending  just  before  dorsal  and  behind  nape;  2 
dark,  oblique  bars  on  caudal  peduncle,  with  3 corresponding  oblique 
streaks  on  head,  these  markings  less  distinct  in  old  examples,  the  dark 


* Concerning  tb.ia  species  Dr.  Gilbert  remarks ; 

'' Spheroides  annulahis  i.s  very  close  to  Spheroides  testudineus  of  tbe  tropical  Atlantic,  dif- 
fering probably  in  tbe  somewbat  longer  snout,  tbe  smaller  size  of  tbe  black  spots  on  ba(!k 
and  sides,  and  tbe  weaker  development  of  tbe  spines,  wbicb  rarelj'  protrude  in  adults. 
Tbe  only  diti'erences  Avbicb  liaA'e  been  alleged  to  separate  politus  from  annulatus  (heraldi) 
is  tbe  greater  development  of  spines  in  tbe  latter,  politus  being  described  as  perfectly 
sniootb.  Tbe  young,  however,  usually  have  evident  spines;  tbe  pits  which  contain  tbe 
spines  can  always  be  made  out  in  adults,  and  tbe  spines  occasionally  protrude,  and  are 
evident  in  specimens  differing  in.no  other  respects  from  others  wbicb  are  perfectly  smooth. 
This  is  due  in  ])art  to  varying  developments  of  the  spines,  but  is  largely  attributable 
to  differences  in  state  of  preservation  and  degree  of  inflation.  Young  specimens  seem 
always  to  show  the  concentric  light  rings  in  front  of  tbe  dorsal  tin,  and  the  light  cross 
bars  on  bead  and  nape,  tbe  latter  extending  downward  and  backward  on  sides.  Tbe 
smallest  ring  is  usually  connected  with  tbe  one  surrounding  it  by  a median  line  running 
forward,  and  by  a cross  streak  on  each  side.  Tbe  dark  areas  are  sometimes  solid  and  uni- 
form, more  frequentlj'  covered  with  small,  round,  black  spots,  and  sometimes  divided  by 
reticulating  light-blue  lines  into  small  polygonal  blotches.  The  lower  part  of  tbe  sides 
is  marked  with  large  black  spots.  Larger  specimens  often  have  this  pattern  of  colora- 
tion indistinct,  adults  showing  back  and  sides  almost  uniformly  covered  with  small  black 
spots.” 

Among  our  many  specimens  from  Mazatlan  we  find  all  ranges  of  variations,  from  those 
wholly  without  spines  to  those  prickly  above  and  below,  both  kinds  being  taken  in  the 
same  haul  of  tbe  net. 
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spots  becoming  more  marked  as  the  pale  streaks  fade  away ; caudal  nearly 
plain,  dusky  behind.  Length  18  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America; 
generally  common  in  sandy  bays  from  Cerros  Island  to  Ecuador;  once 
recorded  from  San  Diego;  representing  the  very  closely  allied  Sj)lieroides 
tesiudinens  of  the  Atlantic.  Here  described  from  specimens  from  the  Gala- 
pagos, typical  of  anniilatus.  It  is  possible  that  the  species  is  not  really 
distinct  from  Splieroidea  testudineus,  but  the  snout  seems  a little  shorter 
than  in  the  latter,  the  head  broader  and  the  pale  markings  more  definitely 
resembling  concentric  ellipses,  {annulatus,  ringed.) 

Tetrodon  annulatus,  Jenyns,  Zool.  Beagle,  153,  1842,  Chatham  Island,  Galapagos  Archi- 
pelago (Coll.  Chas.  Darwin) ; Steixdachner,  Iclitli.  Beitr.,  v,  23,  1874. 

Anchisomtis  geometricus  (Kaup)  Kichaedson,  Voyage  Herald,  156,  pi.  30, 1854,  Galapagos 
Islands ; not  of  Bloch  & Schneider. 

Tetrodon  heraldi,  Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.,  viil,  283,  1870,  Galapagos  Islands  and  Panama; 

after  Richardson’s  specimen,  prickly  and  with  the  interorbital  space  broad  and  flat. 
Tetrodon  geometricus,  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Amer.,  489, 1869. 

Sphceroides  testudineus  annulatus,  Jordan  Sc  Edwards,  1.  c.,  240. 

Represented  northward  (Guaymas,  Mazatlan,  La  Paz,  etc.)  by 

2151a.  SPHEROIDES  ANXULATES  POLITUS  (Girard). 

This  form  difters  usually  in  having  the  small  dark  spots  smaller,  more 
numerous,  and  more  unequal  in  size  than  is  usually  the  case  in  Splieroides 
annulatus  of  the  same  size.  It  is  also  more  frequently  devoid  of  prickles, 
but  this  character  seems  to  be  subject  to  great  variation.  At  Mazatlan 
smooth  and  prickly  specimens  abound  in  the  Astillero,  and  may  be  taken 
together  in  the  same  drawing  of  the  net.  Professors  Evermann  and  Jen- 
kins further  note  that  the  iuterorbital  space  is  flat  in  S.  poUtus  and  con- 
cave in  S.  annulatus,  but  we  are  unable  to  appreciate  any  such  difference 
in  the  comparison  oi  polit us  from  Mazatlan  with  annulatus  from  the  Gala- 
pagos. The  diftereuce  in  the  size  of  the  spots  is,  however,  tangible  and 
apparently  fairly  constant.  {poVitus,  polished.) 

Tetrodon  politxis,  Girard,  Pacific  R.  R.  Survey,  x,  340,  1858,  San  Diego,  California,  speci- 
mens perfectly  smooth;  Gunther,  Fish.  Centr.  Amer.,  489, 1869;  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii, 
281,1870;  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  860,  1883. 

JSphceroides  politus,  Jordan  Sc  Edwards,  1.  c.,  239;  Evermann  Sc  Jenkins,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mue.  1891, 165. 


2152.  SPHEROIDES  FORMOSES  (Giintber). 

Head  3;  depth  2^  to  3;  snout  2f  in  head;  eye  5 to  5^.  D.  7;  A.  7. 
Body  short  and  stout,  the  head  short  and  very  broad,  the  snout  short, 
slightly  convex,  and  not  very  steep ; interorbital  space  very  broad,  fiat, 
with  a median  bluntish  ridge,  its  width  1^  in  snout,  2f  in  head ; no  cirri ; 
nostrils  in  a very  short,  thick  tube,  with  very  large,  slit-like  openings 
extending  to  base  of  tube ; outer  opening  wholly  lateral,  but  the  inner 
encroaches  largely  on  the  anterior  face  of  the  tube ; back,  from  nostrils  to 
dorsal,  with  rather  small,  sharp  prickles,  close  set  anteriorly,  sparse  poste- 
riorly; belly,  from  throat  to  vent,  everywhere  with  small  prickles;  head, 
sides,  and  caudal  peduncle  with  smooth  skin;,  fins  rather  small;  caudal 
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truncate,  1|  in  head ; pectoral  obliquely  rounded.  Color*  grayish;  back 
and  sides  closely  covered  Avith  sharply  defined,  roundish  or  oblong,  black- 
ish spots,  varying  from  size  of  pupil  upward,  some  of  them  quite  small, 
those  on  back  confiuent  into  curved  concentric  or  transverse  streaks, 
surrounding  median  pale  areas ; 5 to  10  close-set,  transverse,  dark  streaks 
on  top  of  head  and  front  of  back,  the  markings  varying  considerably  in 
different  specimens,  but  always  sharply  defined,  and  forming  spots  and 
concentric  bars  and  ellipsoids.  Panama.  Here  described  from  numerous 
specimens  obtained  by  the  Albatross,  the  longest  about  10  inches  long. 
This  species  seems  allied  to  Spheroides  bajacu  (Castelnau),  from  Bahia,  and 
is  very  distinct  from  Spheroides  annulatus.  (formosus,  comely.) 

Tetrodon  formosus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  283, 1870,  South  America.  (Coll.  Cumiug.) 


2153.  SPHEROIDES  FURTIII  (Stcindacliner). 

Head  2|.  D.  8;  A.  7;  eye  4 in  head,  about  equal  to  the  interorbital 
width,  which  is  3f  to  4|  in  head ; snout  short,  profile  of  snout  rather  steep, 
its  length  2|  to  2|  in  head.  Numerous  fine  sharp  spines  on  ui)per  parts  of 
body  from  eyes  to  base  of  dorsal  fin,  and  below  from  throat  to  A^ent ; a slight 
fold  along  each  side  of  tail;  caudal  fiu  weakly  concaA'e.  Brownish  above, 
Avith  small  irregular  bluish-gray  spots;  sometimes  3 faint  blackish  cross 
bands,  the  foremost  on  the  forehead,  the  others  on  the  back  before  the 
dorsal;  a dark  band  on  base  of  pectoral;  fins  yelloAvish.  (Steindachner.) 
Panama;  rather  scarce.  Length  34  inches.  (Named  for  Ignatius  F firth.) 

Tetrodon  furthi,  Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Beitrjige,  v,  22,  1874,  Panama  (Coll.  Furtli);  Jor- 
dan, Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.  1885, 393. 

Sphceroides  furthi,  Jordan  &.  Edwards,  1.  c.,  236. 


2154.  SPHEROIDES  TRICHOrEPHALUS  (Cope). 

Head  34  in  total  length;  eye  3^^  in  head;  interobital  width  1:^  in  eye. 
D.  8;  A.  7.  Profile  suddenly  descending  from  prefrontal  region  to  jire- 
maxillary,  arched  from  the  former  point  backward;  belly  spinous  to  near 
vent;  dorsal  region  from  a little  behind  the  nares  to  above  the  ends  of 
the  pectoral  fins  spinous;  spines  on  the  head  long,  close  set,  like  seal 
bristles;  caudal  fin  truncate,  with  prominent  angles.  Brownish  aboA-e, 
faintly  vermiculated  with  lighter ; sides  yelloAvish,  becoming  white  beloAV ; 
fins  uniform  light  yelloAv;  a broAvn  spot  at  base  of  pectoral.  (Cope.) 
Gulf  Stream.  Known  only  from  Cope’s  description  of  a small  specimen  4 
inches  long  taken  in  the  Gulf  Stream  olf  NeAvport.  Possibly  the  young  of 
Spheroides pachygaster.  (Qpfl,  hair;  KE<f>aXr/,  head.) 


* The  coloration  of  Spheroides  formosus  is  more  striking  than  in  testudineus  or  annu- 
latus. Belly  pure  white ; back  black,  crossed  Avith  narrower  light  lines.  The  latter  have 
a transA’erse  direction  on  head  and  nape,  where  they  form  7 or  8 cross  bars,  and  show  a 
more  or  less  evident  tendency  to  form  concentric  rings  on  back.  Each  nostril  in  a black 
spot  surrounded  by  a white  ring.  The  light  bars  are  much  narrower  and  more  numerous 
than  in  testudineus,  and  are  frequently  connected  by  cross  branches,  thus  dividing  up 
the  dark  background  into  disconnected  series  of  large  black  spots.  Anal  largely  blackish, 
the  other  tins  light,  unmarked. 
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Tetrodontrichocephalus,  Cope,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1870,  120,  Gulf  Stream  off  New- 
port, Rhode  Island ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  862,  1883. 

Sphceroides  trichocephalus,  Jordan  &,  Edwards,  1.  c.,236. 


2155.  SPHEROIDES  PACHYGASTER  (Muller  & Troschel). 

Dorsal  rays  10 ; interorbital  width  twice  diameter  of  eye,  or  equal  to 
length  of  snout ; nostrils  nearer  eye  than  to  tip  of  snout,  papillary,  with 
2 openings.  Dorsal  lin  in  front  of  anal ; caudal  truncate,  upper  and  lower 
points  somewhat  elongated.  Body  smooth  all  over  in  adult  (probably 
prickly  when  young).  Color  bright  brown  with  darker  spots  on  the  back. 
(Giinther.)  Length  14  inches.  ‘‘  A very  scarce  species  around  the  Barba- 
dos.^’ (Giinther.)  Not  seen  by  recent  collectors;  possibly  the  type  of  a 
distinct  subgeuus.  {Ttaxv^,  thick;  ya6rrjp,  belly.) 

Tetrodon  ( Cheilichthys)  pachygaster,  Muller  & Troschel  in  Schomburgk,  Hist.  Barbados, 
677, 1840,  Barbados. 

Tetrodon  pachygaster,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  287, 1870. 

Sphceroides  pachygaster,  Jordan  A Edwards,  Z.  c.,235. 


679.  OVOIDES,  Lac^pfede. 

Les  Ovoides,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  i,  256, 1797  (fasce;  Erench  names  only);  based 
on  front  view  of  Tetraodon  stellatiis. 

Ovum,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Icbtb.,  530,  1801  (commersoni) ; after  Lacepede ; name 
preoccupied  in  mollusks. 

Ovoides,  Duheril,  Zoologie  Analytique,  1806;  after  LACEPt:DE. 

Oonidus,  llAFiNESQUE,  Analyse  de  la  Nature  1815,  90  (substitute  for  Ovum). 

Arothron,  Muller,  Abb.  Berl.  A kad.  1839,252  (testudinarius= reticularis). 

Les  Dilohomyct'eres  (Dilobomycter),  Bibron,  Revue  Zool.  1855,279  (reticularis,  ete.). 

? Les  Dichotomycteres  (Dichotomy cter),  Bibron,  Eev.  Zool.  1855,279  (jiuviatilis;  no  diag- 
nosis). 

Body  rather  robust,  the  skin  usually  more  or  less  prickly.  Nostril  on 
each  side  with  a tentacle,  bifid  to  the  base,  its  tips  without  opening,  the 
branches  of  the  large  olfactory  nerve  ending  in  cup-like  depressions  along 
the  inner  edges  of  the  two  flattish  lobes.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  short, 
rounded,  each  of  7 or  8 rays;  caudal  rounded.  Vertebrie  usually  8 and 
10.  A ring  muscle  about  the  eye  forming  eyelids.  Postfrontals  and  pre- 
frontals  defiected,  to  describe  the  segment  of  the  circle.  Species  numer- 
ous, chiefly  of  the  tropical  Pacific;  distinguished  from  Spheroides  by  the 
solid  nasal  tentacles,  and  from  the  still  more  closely  related  African  genus 
Tetraodon  {Tetraodon  Uneatus,  L.)  by  the  form  of  its  frontals,  the  two 
genera  being  similar  in  external  characters,  {ovum,  egg;  £ido<i,  resem- 
blance.) 

a.  luterorbital  space  concave,  its  width  nearly  twice  eye;  spines  on  body  coarse;  color 
dark,  the  back  with  round  pale  spots ; several  parallel  longitudinal  streaks 
below  pectorals.  erethizon,  2156. 

aa.  luterorbital  space  flattish,  its  width  H times  e3’^e;  spines  slender;  color  yellow, 
blue,  or  brown ; back  and  belly  with  or  without  round  pale  spots ; no  distinct 
dark  streaks  below  pectorals.  SETOSUS,  2157. 
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2156.  OTOIDES  ERETHIZOX  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

D.  9;  A.  10.  Entire  body,  except  snout  and  caudal  peduncle,  thickly 
beset  with  long,  robust,  quill-like  spines,  which  are  longest  and  most 
numerous  on  belly,  these  spines  sometimes  apparently  wanting,  being 
buried  in  the  skin.  Snout  short,  cuboid;  iiiterorbital  space  wide,  con- 
cave, its  width  greater  than  length  of  snout,  and  nearly  twice  diameter 
of  eye;  nasal  tentacle  bifid  to  the  l>ase,  the  inner  surface  of  each  division 
thickly  covered  with  minute,  cup-shaped  depressions,  the  openings  of  the 
nostrils;  length  of  tentacle  | its  distance  from  eye,  or  ^ diameter  of 
eye.  Color  dark  brown,  everywhere  above  with  round  whitish  spots,  most 
numerous  on  caudal  peduncle,  the  largest  diameter  of  pupil;  a dark 
area  around  base  of  pectoral,  bounded  by  a white  line;  several  parallel 
longitudinal  black  streaks  below  the  pectorals.  Size  large;  length  about 
a foot.  Panama  and  neighboring  islands,  aiiparently  rare,  {erethizon, 
the  porcupine,  from  eps^iCoo,  to  irritate.) 

Arothron  erefAizon,  Jordan  <fc  GmBEBT,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882,631,  Panama  (Type, 
No.  29679.  Coll.  Frank  H.  Bradley) ; Jordan,  Proc.  17.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1885,  393. 

Tetraodon  erethizon,  Jordan  Sc.  Edwards,  (,  c.,  244. 


2157.  OVOIDES  SETOSUS  (Eosa  Smith). 

Head  4;  eye  4 in  head;  snout  3;  iuterorbital  space  moderate,  nearly 
flat,  times  width  of  orbit ; upper  profile  of  snout  abruptly  concave  at 
tip.  Body  everywhere  thickly  beset  with  short,  slender,  stiff  spines  ex- 
cept around  mouth,  vent,  and  bases  of  fins;  spinules  nearly  uniform,  some 
rootless,  others  with  2 to  5 roots,  about  70  in  a row  from  eye  to  dorsal. 
Nostrils  each  with  a tentacle,  bifid  to  the  base,  the  lobes  flattish  and  with- 
out distinct  opening.  Caudal  subtruncate,  4 longer  than  peduncle;  dorsal 
and  anal  rounded.  Coloration  extremely  variable;  the  type  specimen,  as 
described  by  Mrs.  fiigenmann,  dark  brown,  everywhere  with  roundish 
white  spots,  as  large  as  pupil  or  larger;  these  spots  larger  below,  coales- 
cing on  ventral  surface,  forming  vermicular  markings;  spots  on  belly 
broader  than  spaces  of  ground  color,  on  back  narrower;  fins  with  similar 
but  smaller  spots;  no  streaks  or  black  marks  anywliere;  pectorals  and 
dorsal  white-edged;  anal  wfith  a pale  marginal  streak;  most  of  those  seen 
in  collections  agree  with  this  type.  Our  many  specimens  collected  by  the 
Albatross  at  Clarion  Island  are,  however,  of  various  shades  of  color,  rang- 
ing from  deep  blue  to  lemon  yellow,  and  with  the  spots  equally  variable; 
some  sj)ecimens  are  deep  blue,  unspotted,  some  yellow  with  dark  mottlings 
or  blotches,  some  blackish  with  pale  bluish  or  white  spots,  close  set  and 
profuse;  still  others  are  black  with  the  white  in  the  form  of  vermicula- 
tions  and  angular  streaks.  One  specimen  is  pure  yellowish  white,  with 
a black  bar  across  the  pectoral  onl^'.  The  causes  of  these  excessive  varia- 
tions are  unknown.  In  all,  the  prickles  are  slender  and  very  numerous. 
West  coast  of  Mexico,  abundant  about  the  Revillagigedo  Islands  and  on 
rocky  shores  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  dried  specimens  being  often  sold 
at  La  Paz,  and  even  in  San  Francisco.  Length  14  inches.  Very  close  to 
the  East  Indian  species  Oroides  melcayris  (Lac6pede.)  (setosus,  bristly.) 
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Tetraodon  setosus,  Eosa  Smith  (now  Mrs.  Eigenmann),  BuD.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  ii,  6,  Nov.  13, 
1886,  Mexico.  (Type,  a dried  skin.  No.  2996,  Mus.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.) 


68o.  COLOMESUS,  Gill. 

Les  Batrachopes,  Bibron,  Eevue  Zoologique  1885,  279  (pxittacus). 

Batrachops,  Hollaed,  Etudes  sur  les  Gymnodontes,  321,  1857  (psittacus),  name  preoc 
cupied. 

Colomestis,  Gill,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,422  (psittacus). 

This  genus  is  externally  similar  to  Spheroides,  but  differs  strikingly  in 
the  structure  of  the  skull,  the  frontal  bones  being  narrowed  and  excluded 
from  the  orbit,  the  postfrontals  being  elongated,  projected  forward  and 
connected  with  the  prefrontals ; snout  very  obtuse ; dorsal  and  anal  short, 
rounded.  Nostrils  as  in  Spheroides,  on  each  side  a hollow  papilla  with 
2 openings.  Vertebra}  8 + 11.  One  species;  South  American.  {koXo^, 
defective;  middle;  from  the  narrowed  frontals  excluded  from  the 

orbits.) 

2158.  COLOMESrS  PSITTACUS  (Bloch  & Schneider). 

D.  11;  A.  9.  Body  short  and  thick,  covered  with  small,  2-rooted  spines, 
except  on  snout,  around  pectoral  fin,  and  on  caudal  peduncle;  some 
spines  behind  dorsal  in  adult;  spines  on  sides  with  their  points  directed 
toward  the  back.  Snout  very  obtuse,  slightly  concave  behind  lip,  its 
length  less  than  interorbital  width.  Eye  rather  large,  not  A interorbital 
width,  much  nearer  tip  of  snout  than  gill  opening.  Pectoral  and  caudal 
truncate,  other  tins  rounded.  Brownish,  with  6 dark  cross  bands  on 
back,  the  2 bands  between  dorsal  and  pectoral  sometimes  confluent, 
the  baud  liehiud  pectoral  and  that  at  base  of  caudal  most  distinct; 
pectoral  dusky  at  base;  no  distinct  spots  anywhere.  River  mouths, 
Guiana  and  northern  Brazil,  rather  common ; not  known  to  descend  to  the 
sea.  Recorded  from  the  Rio  Blanco,  Essequibo,  Marauou,  and  Capin  at 
Para;  also  from  the  West  Indies,  {ipir r aKo’i , parrot,  from  the  form  of 
the  beak.) 

Ostracion  tetraodon,  Seba,  Thesaurus,  etc.  (pre-Liniuean). 

Tetrodon  psittacus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  505,  1801,  Malabar;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  VIII,  286,  1870. 

Cheilichthys  asellus,  Muller  A Troschel  iu  Schomhurgk,  British  Guiana,  iii,  641,  1842, 
Guiana. 

Cheilichthys  psittacus,  Steindachner,  Ich.  Mittheil,  ii,  1861,  141,  pi.  4,  fig.  2. 


Family  CLXXIII.  CANTHIGASTERlDiE. 

(The  Sharp-nosed  Puffers.) 

This  family  includes  small  Puffers,  similar  in  external  appearance  to  the 
Tetraodontidce,  but  with  the  snout  sharp  and  the  back  more  or  less  com- 
pressed or  ridge- like.  The  skeletal  characters  by  which  the  group  is 
defined  are  thus  given  by  Dr.  Gill : Medifroutals  separated  from  the  siipra- 
occiptal  by  the  intervention  of  the  sphendtics  which  are  connected 
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together  and  laterally  expanded,  hnt  short;  the  prosethmoid  prominent 
above,  enlarged  and  narrowed  forward.  Vertebra}  about  8 + 10.  Head 
compressed,  with  a projecting,  attenuated  snout;  dorsal  and  anal  short, 
few-rayed.  Nostrils  obsolete,  imperforate.  One  genus,  with  15  species, 
found  in  the  tropical  seas;  none  of  them  reaching  a length  of  more  than 
5 inches. 

68i.  CANTHIGASTER,  Swainson. 

Canthigaster,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fishes,  ii,  194,  1839  (diagnosis  only;  no  species  men- 
tioned; rostratus  intended). 

Psilonotiis,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fishes,  ii,  328,  1839  (rostratus) ; substitute  for  Canthi- 
gaster; not  Psilonotus,  a genus  of  Ugmenoptera  of  prior  date. 

Prilonotiis*  (Kaup  MS.)  Hichardson,  Voyage  Herald,  162,  1854  (rostratus). 

Tropidichthys,  Bleeker,  Nat.  Tyds.  Nederl.  Ind.,  iv,  1854  (valentini). 

Ano.sinius,  Peters,  'W'iegmann’s  Arch.  1855,  274  (ta:niat%is) . 

Ixhynchotus  (Bibron)  Hollard,  fitudes  Gymnodontes,  320,  1857  (peroni). 

Characters  of  the  genus  included  above,  {a  udrOa,  spine;  y’a6rr)p, 
belly ; Swainson  here  as  elsewhere  takes  uavOa  to  mean  spine,  a usage 
Avithout  classical  warrant.) 
a.  No  black  ocellus  below  the  dorsal. 

b.  Upper  parts  everywhere  behind  head  covered  with  round  pale  spots;  fins  all 
pale;  dorsal  rays  9.  punctatissimus,  2159. 

hh.  Upper  parts  dark  brown  without  whitish  spots;  caudal  always  marked  with 
black ; dorsal  rays  6.  rostratus,  2160. 


2ir>9.  ( AXTIIKJASTEU  l»rX(  TATIS8IMI  S (Gunther). 

U.  9.  Snout  ]>roduced,  its  upper  profile  slightly  concave;  spines  on 
belly  and  front  of  back.  Upper  parts  everywhere  behind  head  covered 
with  round  whitish  spots,  not  larger  than  pupil,  and  sexiarated  from  each 
other  only  by  a network  of  the  brown  ground  color;  fins  all  unmarked, 
pale.  Length  3 inches.  Pacific  coast  of  America,  Gulf  of  California  to 
I’anama;  not  common,  {lyunctatissimns,  A'ery  much  dotted.) 

Tetrodon  punctatissimus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  302,  1870,  Panama.  (Coll.  Capt.  Dow.) 
Tetrodon  oxyrhynchus,  Lockington,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phihi.  1881,  116,  Gulf  of  California. 
Psilonotus  punctatissimus,  Jordan  «fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  370. 
Canthigaster  punctatissimus,  Jordan  & Edwards,  he.,  246. 

2160.  CAXTHIGASTER  ROSTRATUS  (Bloch). 

D.  6.  Snout  moderately  produced,  rather  more  than  twice  the  concave 
inti'rorbital  space;  caudal  slightly  lunate.  Body  smooth,  except  abdo- 
men, which  is  covered  with  very  small,  2-rooted  spines.  Upper  parts 
dark  brown,  without  white  spots;  upper  and  lower  margins  of  caudal  fin 
abruptly  black,  the  middle  of  the  fin  pale,  immaculate;  an  irregular 
brownish  band  or  series  of  dots  from  pectoral  to  upjier  margin  of  caudal, 
continuous  with  the  dark  baud  on  the  latter;  lower  band  of  caudal  con- 


* Prilonotus  is  “a  name  invented  by  Arilller,  and  is  mentioned  by  him  in  his  Fortsetzung 
dcr  Myxinoiden  and  in  Archiv  fur  Naturgeschichte  fiir  1841.”  (Richardson.) 
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tinned  on  side  of  tail;  adults  (according  to  Poey)  with  chestnut-colored 
hands  on  caudal  peduncle  and  on  chin ; dark  streaks  about  eye.  A young 
specimen  before  us,  2 inches  in  length,  from  the  Snapper  Banks  olf  Pen- 
sacola, does  not  show  these  bars.  Upper  and  lower  edges  of  caudal 
abruptly  jet-black,  this  color  extending  as  a dark  stripe  along  the  median 
line  of  caudal  peduncle  above  and  below.  No  cross  bands  on  tail.  Belly 
with  conspicuous  2-rooted  prickles;  some  prickles  and  granulations  on 
the  back.  West  Indies,  north,  in  rather  deep  water,  to  the  banks  off  Pen- 
sacola; also  found  in  the  Madeiras  and  Bermudas,  (rostratus,  long- 
snouted.) 

Tctrodon  rostratus,  Bloch,  Iclithyologia,  l,  pi.  146, 1782,  India;  Gunther,  Cat.,  vm,  303, 
1870;  Goode,  Ain.  Jour.  Sci.  Arts  1877,  290;  Gunther,  Shore  Fislies,  Challenger,  9, 
1880. 

Tetrodon  capistratus,  Lowe,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1839,  90,  Madeira. 

Prilonotus  {Anchisomxis)  caudicinctus,  Richardson,  Voyage  Herald,  162,  pi.  30,  figs.  1-3, 
1854,  locality  unknown. 

Tetradun  ornatus,  Poey,  Synopsis,  433,  1868,  Havana;  Gunther,  Cat.,  VITI,  303, 1870. 
Tetrodon  caudicinctus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  303, 1870;  Poey,  Euumeratio,  73,  1875. 
Canthigaster  caudicinctus.  Cope,  Trans.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.  1871, 479. 

Canthigaster  rostratus,  Jordan  & Edwards,  1.  c.,  246. 


Family  CLXXIV.  DIODONTIDiE.* 

(The  Porcupine  Fishes.) 

Body  short,  broad,  depressed  above.  Belly  moderately  inflatable,  cov- 
ered everywhere  except  on  the  lips  and  caudal  peduncle  with  spines, 
which  are  usually  2-rooted  or  3-rooted  at  their  bony  base.  Caudal  pe- 
duncle short  and  slender.  Mouth  moderate,  terminal,  each  jaw  covered 
with  a bony  plate  like  the  beak  of  a bird,  these  not  divided  by  a median 
suture.  Nostrils  on  each  side  formiug  a small  tentacle,  usually  with  2 
openings.  Eye  rather  large,  gill  opening  moderate,  immediately  in  front 
of  the  pectoral,  Avhich  is  short,  broad,  and  rounded.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins 
short,  similar  to  each  other,  rounded  in  form  and  placed  posteriorly. 
Genera  about  6;  species  15.  Sluggish  fishes,  living  on  the  bottom  among 
weeds  and  corals,  in  tropical  seas.  When  disturbed,  they  swallow  air  and 
float  belly  upwNard  on  the  water.  Their  capacity  of  inflation  is  very 
much  less  than  that  of  the  Tetraodonticlw,  from  which  family  they  differ 
chiefly  in  the  stronger  armature  and  in  having  no  division  in  the  bony 
plate  of  either  jaw.  They  are  rarely  used  as  food,  being  generally 
regarded  as  poisonous.  The  species  are  mostly  well  known  in  collections, 
the  singular  form  having  attracted  the  attention  of  travelers  in  the  ear- 
liest times.  {Tetrodoniido',  part,  Giinther,  Cat.,  viii,  306-316,  1870.) 

a.  Dermal  ossifications  very  small,  each  one  2-rootecl,  with  a fine  fiexible  spine  or  hair 
like  bristle.  Nasal  tentacles  present.  Trichodiodon,  682. 

aa.  Dermal  ossifications  mostly  2-roote(l ; the  spines  rather  slender,  but  stiff  and  erectile. 

Nasal  tentacle  simple,  with  2 lateral  openings.  Diodon,  683 

* See  Eigenmann’s  Review  of  the  Genera  and  Species  of  Diodontidce  found  in  American 
seas.  Annals  N.  Y.  Ac.  Sci.  1885,  297. 
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aaa.  Dermal  ossifications  all  or  nearly  all  3-rooted,  each  with  a short,  stiff,  immovable 
spine.  Xasal  tentacle  simple,  with  2 openings.  Chilomycterus,  684. 

aaaa.  Dermal  ossifications  of  tiattish,  papery  or  cartilaginous  plates  with  minute  hair- 
like papillfB : nostril  short,  entire,  with  2 lateral  openings. 

Lyosph^ra,  G85. 


682.  TRICHODIODON,  Bleaker. 

Trichodiodon,  Bleeker,  Atlas  Ichth.,  Gymnodontes,  49, 1867  (pilostis). 

1 TnchocycLus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  316, 1870  {erinaceus  = jiHosiim). 

Body  oblong,  little  depressed;  nasal  tentacle  present;  dermal  ossifica- 
tions very  small,  each  with  a pair  of  lateral  roots,  and  each  terminating 
in  a fine,  flexible,  bristle-like  spine;  fins  as  in  Diodon,  of  which  the  species 
are  possibly  the  very  young.  (Opf|,  hair;  Diodon.) 

2161.  TRICHODIODO  PILOSI  S (Mitchill). 

This  species,  which  may  be  simply  the  very  young  of  Diodon  hystrix,  is 
known  only  from  accounts  given  by  Mitchill,  Cuvier,  and  Giinther.  It  is 
possible  that  these  3 descriptions  refer  to  3 different  species,  but  more 
likely  all  of  them  are  based  on  young  Diodons.  Mitchill  says:  Hairy 
Diodon  {Diodon  pilosus).  With  a covering  of  bristly  hair.  Length  about 
an  inch  and  a half;  breadth  less  than  half  an  inch;  depth  nearly  a quarter; 
making  a blunt  lump  of  a fish.  Is  covered  all  over — back,  sides,  head, 
and  belly — with  bristly  hair.  The  bristles  strong  and  flexible,  without 
the  power  to  scratch  or  to  prick.  Hair  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in 
length.  Comjilexion  dun  or  brown,  Avith  spots  on  the  back,  sides,  and 
toward  the  belly.  Has,  at  first  glimpse,  the  appearance  of  a young  mouse. 
Mouth  small,  midway,  and  horizontal.  Eyes  vertical,  lateral,  and  large. 
No  ventral  fins.  Pectorals  broad.  Dorsal  and  anal  very  far  back,  and  no 
hair  between  them  and  the  tail.  This  is  but  a small  projection  from  the 
thick  and  clumsy  body,  and  is  terminated  by  a fin  of  7 rays.  Dorsal,  anal, 
and  pectoral  fins  contain  each  about  13  rays.”  , 

Cuvier,  referring  to  Mitchilfs  description,  says:  ‘^We  possess  in  the 
museum  a large  individual,  more  than  2^  feet  long,  entirely  covered  and 
roughened  by  slender  spines  like  the  points  of  pins,  1 line  of  spines  prom- 
inent nearly  on  the  back  and  on  the  sides,  and  2 or  3 under  the  bell3^  The 
region  of  the  mouth,  that  of  the  eyes,  the  base  of  each  fin,  and  the  end 
of  the  tail  alone  are  deprived  of  spines.  The  color  of  the  skin  is  gray, 
with  round  brown  points  scattered  all  over  it  4 or  5 lines  broad.  Similar 
spots  are  scattered  on  the  fins,  which  seem  to  have  been  yellowish  in 
color.  While  waiting  to  know  if  this  Diodon  is  not  the  adult  of  that 
which  Mr.  Mitchill  has  described,  I will  name  it  Diodon  asper.’' 

Under  the  name  of  Trichocyclus  erinaceus  Giinther  describes  a A^ery  young 
example,  apparently  of  this  same  type,  as  follows:  “Jaws  without  me- 
dian suture.  Body  covered  Avith  verj"  small  dermal  ossifications,  each 
'with  a pair  of  lateral  roots,  and  a fine,  flexible  spine.  A nasal  tentacle. 
Dorsal  and  anal  fins  as  in  the  allied  genera.  The  spines  are  hair-like,  4 of 
an  inch  long  in  an  example  14  inches  long.’^  Locality  unknown. 
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De  Kay,  iu  the  Fauna  of  New  York,  page  326,  has  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  Diodon  j^iJosus,  from  a specimen  2 inches  long,  accompanied  hy  a 
figure  which  evidently  represents  the  young  of  Diodon  hystrix : ‘^Body 
ohlong,  cuhoidal.  Every  part  of  the  surface  except  a small  space  round 
the  mouth  and  eyes,  and  another  including  the  base  of  the  caudal  fin, 
furnished  with  bristles;  these  are  from  1%  to  -1^0  long,  directed  backward, 
though  probably  capable  of  erection  at  the  will  of  the  animal.  They  are 
somewhat  longer  and  more  crowded  on  the  dorsal  and  posterior  parts  of 
the  body;  they  are  all  soft  and  flexible,  suggesting  the  idea  of  hair-like 
processes.  Eyes  large  and  lateral;  the  space  between  the  orbital  margins 
depressed,  concave.  Nostrils  single,  with  an  obliquely  truncated  tubular 
orifice.  Mouth  terminal,  broad,  with  thin  membranaceous  lips.  Jaws,  or 
rather  the  teeth,  ending  in  an  acute  tip  iu  front.  Branchial  orifice  ear- 
shaped, j)laced  in  front  of  the  upper  part  of  the  base  of  the  pectorals. 
The  dorsal  slightly  anterior  to  but  over  the  anal,  rounded  on  its  margin, 
higher  than  wide;  pectoral  short  and  broad,  its  up2>er  rays  longest;  anal 
fin  broad,  and  similar  in  shape  to  the  dorsal;  caudal  lanceolate.  Brownish 
above;  ashy  white  beneath;  the  prickles  of  a metallic  golden  color;  on 
the  back  and  along  the  sides  several  oblong,  distant,  blackish-brown  spots. 
Length  2 inches.  Fin  rays,  D.  12 ; P.20;  A.  14;  C.9.  This  remarkable  little 
species,  which  has  been  occasionally  taken  in  the  bay  of  New  York,  was 
first  described  by  Mitchill.  It  was  subsequently  referred  by  Cuvier  (Oj). 
sup.  cit.)  as  the  young  of  a species  which  he  names  2|- feet  long. 

It  is  probable  that  his  opinion  underwent  some  modification  subsequent  to 
the  publication  of  that  paper;  for  in  the  last  edition  of  his  Regne  Animal 
D.  2>iJosus  is  cited  as  a distinct  species.’’ 

While  we  may  infer  that  the  specimens  of  Mitchill  and  De  Kay  were 
both  supposed  to  come  from  Ne^r  York  Harbor,  it  is  not  likely  that  Diodon 
hystrix  was  ever  found  in  this  locality,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  speci- 
mens called  “2>ilo8i(s”  came  from  some  warmer  region.  We  have  never 
seen  any  species  referable  to  the  genus  Tricliodiodon,  and  doubt  the  exist- 
ence of  Tricliodiodon  inlosus  as  a distinct  genus  or  species,  (pilosus,  hairy.) 

Diodon  pilosus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Pliil.  Soc.  N.  Y.,  i,  1815,  471;  supposed  to  be 
from  New  York  Harbor;  specimen  1^  inches  long. 

Diodon  asper,  Cutter,  Mem.  du  Museum,  iv,  1818,  no  locality;  specimens  feet  long. 

? Trichocyclus  erinaceus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  Vii,  316,  1870,  no  localitj';  specimen  | inch  long. 
Trichodiodon  pilosus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  316,  1870;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  862. 

683.  DIODON,  Linmeus. 

(PoKCUPiNE  Fishes.) 

Diodon,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  335,  1758  (hystrix). 

Paradiodon,  Eleeker,  Atlas  Ichth.,  Gymnodonts,  56,  1867  (hystrix) ; name  a substitute 
for  Diodon,  transferred  to  another  genus ; the  first  species  mentioned  by  Linnseus 
being  Diodon  atinga,  which  was  therefore  taken  by  Eleeker  as  the  type. 

? Trichodiodon,  Eleeker,  Atlas  Ichth.,  Gymn.,  49,  1867  (pilos^is;  larva?). 

? Trichocyclus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  316,  1870  (erinaceus;  larva?). 

Body  robust,  the  belly  moderately  inflatable.  Dermal  spines  strong, 
stiif,  most  of  them  2-rooted  and  erectile,  a few  3-rooted  and  therefore 
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immovable;  both  jaws  entire;  nasal  tube  simple,  with  2 lateral  open- 
ings. Pectorals  broad,  their  margin  undulate,  the  upper  lobe  longest; 
vertical  fins  rounded,  the  dorsal  and  anal  short,  posteriorly  inserted,  sim- 
ilar to  each  other.  Tropical  seas ; the  few  species  very  widely  distributed, 
(dzg,  two;  tooth.) 

a.  Spines  terete. 

6.  Frontal  spines  not  as  long  as  post-pectoral  spines  (in  adults  not  ^ as 
long,  about  as  long  as  eye) ; predorsal  spines  very  short,  3-rooted,  fixed  or 
nearly  so;  20  spines  in  a series  between  snout  and  dorsal;  post-pcctoral 
spines  very  much  elongate,  especially  in  the  adult,  shorter  in  the  young; 
dorsal  rays  15;  anal  15;  upper  lobe  of  pectoral  little  longer  than  lower. 
Adult  above  everywhere  covered  with  round  black  spots,  these  largest  in 
front  of  dorsal,  smallest  on  naked  area  about  month;  white  below;  fins  pro- 
fusely spotted  with  black ; young  with  fewer  spots,  but  never  with  large 
blotches.  HYSTRix,  2162. 

hh.  Frontal  spines  long,  usually  longer  than  post-pectoral  spines,  about  twice  as 
long  as  eye  in  adult;  predorsal  spines  not  shortened,  2-rooted.  erectile;  14 
to  17  spines  in  a series  between  snout  and  dorsal;  post-pectoral  spines  not 
especially  elongate,  their  development  variable;  dorsal  rays  usually  12;  anal 
12;  pectoral  broader  than  long,  its  upper  lobe  pointed,  lower  lobe  rounded. 
Body  marked  with  black  spots  and  blotches  irregular  in  size,  usually  a 
broad  black  bar  from  eye  to  eye,  continued  below  eye  as  a narrow  bar; 
a broad  bar  across  occiput ; a black  blotch  above  each  pectoral ; a short  bar 
in  front  of  dorsal;  another  in  which  the  dorsal  is  inserted;  a blotch  behind 
pectoral,  and  many  small  spots  and  blotches  on  upper  parts ; fins  with  few 
spots,  usually  unmarked  in  the  young.  holacanthus,  2163. 

aa.  “ Spines  compressed  laterally,  short;  15  spines  in  a series  between  snout  and  dorsal; 
upper  parts  covered  with  round  spots,  those  about  pectorals  sometimes  con- 
fluent into  a blotch ; fins  immaculate.”  maculifer,  2164. 


2162.  DIODO.N  HYSTRIX,  Linnmus. 

(Porcupine-fish  ; Erizo;  Puerco  Espino.) 

Head  3;  depth  3^.  D.  13  to  15;  A.  13  to  15.  Spines  strong,  dilated  at 
base,  with  a pair  of  basal  grooves;  frontal  spines  not  as  long  as  x)ost- 
pectoral  spines  (in  adults  not  i as  long,  about  as  long  as  eye);  post- 
pectoral spines  longer  than  any  others,  esjiecially  in  the  adult,  usually 
about  as  long  as  pectoral  fin,  those  of  the  posterior  part  of  back  and 
tail  short  and  broad,  3-rooted,  and  therefore  not  erectile;  predorsal  spines 
very  short,  3-rooted,  fixed  or  nearly  so;  about  20  spines  in  a series 
between  snout  and  dorsal;  upper  lobe  of  pectoral  little  longer  than 
lower;  upper  and  lower  part  of  tail  with  2 or  3 pairs  of  3-rooted,  im- 
movable, recumbent  spines.  Adult  above  everywhere  covered  with  small 
round  black  spots,  these  largest  in  front  of  dorsal,  smallest  on  naked 
area  about  mouth ; white  below  ; fins  all  more  or  less  spotted  in  the  adult, 
nearly  plain  in  the  young.  Length  about  3 feet.  Tropical  seas ; every- 
where common;  north  to  Lower  California,  Florida,  and  the  Hawaiian 
Islands;  abundant  in  collections,  being  stuffed  and  dried  as  a curiosity; 
not  used  as  food,  {hysirix,  the  porcupine.) 

Orhis  echinatus,  Rondelet,  De  Piscibus,  324,  1558,  Northern  Ocean. 

Guamajacu  gnara,  Marcgrave,  Hist.  Xat.  Bras.,  159,  1648,  Brazil. 

Ostracion  conico  oblongut,  Artedi,  Genera,  60,  No.  19,1738. 


1746  Bidletin  ^7,  United  States  Natmial  Museum. 


Erizo,  ParbA,  Desc.  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Nat.  Cuba,  60,  pi.  29,  fig.  1,  1787,  Havana. 

Biodon  hystrix, 'Llii'SMVS,  Sjst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  335,  1758,  India;  after  Artedi;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  viii,  306, 1870;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  863,  1883;  Jordan  & Eutter,  Proc. 
Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 130;  and  of  writers  generally. 

Biodon  atinga,  Bloch,  Ichtb.,  iv,  75,  pi.  125,  1787 ; not  of  Linn-EUS. 

Le  Biodon  (Plumier)  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Pois.s.,  Il,  1 and  10,  pi.  3,  fig.  3,  1798,  Martin- 
ique ; on  a drawing  by  Plumier. 

Biodon  hracMatus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Icbtb.,  513,  1801,  Cuba;  after  Parra,  pi. 
29,  fig.  1. 

Biodon  punctatus,  Cuvier,  Mem.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  iv,  132,  1818,  no  locality. 

Biodon  echinns  (Eafinesque)  Bonaparte,  Cat.  Met.  Pise.  Eur.,  87,  1846,  Mediterranean 
Sea;  accidental. 

? Biodon  spinosissimus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  307,  1870. 

2163.  DIODON  HOLACANTHUS,  Linmeus. 

D.  12;  A.  12.  Very  similar  to  Biodon  hystrix,  biitwitli  the  frontal  spines 
usually  longer  than  the  spines  Behind  the  pectorals,  about  twice  as  long 
as  eye.  Predorsal  spines  not  shortened,  2-rooted,  erectile;  about  14  to 
17  spines  in  a series  between  snout  and  dorsal;  post-pectoral  spines  not 
especially  elongate,  but  movable;  pectoral  broader  than  long,  upper  lobe 
pointed,  lower  lobe  rounded.  Coloration  much  as  in  Biodon  hystrix,  but 
more  variable,  the  sjjots  fewer  and  larger ; usually  a broad  black  bar  from 
eye  to  eye,  continued  below  eye  as  a narrow  bar ; a broad  bar  across  occi- 
put; a black  blotch  above  each  pectoral;  a short  bar  in  front  of  dorsal; 
another  in  which  the  dorsal  is  inserted;  a blotch  behind  the  pectoral,  and 
many  small  spots  and  blotches  on  the  upper  parts;  fins  with  few  spots, 
mostly  immaculate  in  the  young.  In  all  warm  seas,  north  to  the  Florida 
Keys,  Lower  California,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  its  range  coinciding 
with  that  of  Biodon  hystrix,  from  which  it  may  prove  to  be  not  distinct. 
An  example  before  us  is  from  La  Paz.  The  distinctions  are  generally  evi- 
dent in  the  adult,  but  young  specimens  apparently  intermediate  are  often 
found.  Possibly  the  two  are  different  sexes  of  the  same  species.  Length 
1 to  2 feet.  None  seen  by  us  of  as  large  size  as  the  largest  hystrix.  (6Ao5, 
wholly;  anavQa,  spine.) 

Ostracion  oblongus  holacantlnis,  Artedi,  Genera,  60,  No.  20, 1738. 

Crayracion,  Xos.  9 and  15,  Klein,  Historia  Pise.,  19  and  20,  pi.  3,  fig.  6, 1740. 

Biodon  holocanthns,  Linn^us,  Syst. Nat.,  Ed.  x,  335,  1758,  India;  based  on  Artedi  ; mis- 
print for  Jwlacanthus. 

Erizo  Gxianabana,  Parra,  Desc.  Dif.  Piezas  Hist.  Nat.  Cuba,  62,  pi.  29,  fig.  2, 1787,  Havana. 
Le  Biodon  tachete,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nal.  Poiss.,  ii,  13, 1798,  New  Cytherea. 

Biodon  lilurosus,  Shaw,  Gen.  Zodl.,  v,  pi.  2,  436, 1804;  after  Biodon  tachete,  Lacepede. 
Biodon  sjnnosissimus,  Cuvier,  Mem.Mue.,  iv,  134,  1818;  no  locality. 

Biodon  noveminaculatus,  Cuvier,  Mem.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  iv,  136,  pi.  6, 1818,  no  locality. 
Biodon  sexmaculatus,  Cuvier,  Mem.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  iv,  136,  pi.  7, 1818,  no  locality;  Gun- 
ther, Fish.  Centr.  Am.,  396, 1869. 

Biodon  mnltimaculatus,  Cuvier,  Mem.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  iv,  136, 1818,  no  locality. 

Biodon  quadrimaculatus,  Cuvier,  Mem.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  iv,  137,  pi.  6, 1818,  Otaiti. 

Biodon  melanop)sis,  Kaup,  Miegmann’s  Arebiv  1855,  228. 

Paradiodon  quadrimaculatus,  Bleeker,  Atl.  Icbtb.,  Gymuod.,  pi.  8,  fig.  2, 1865. 

Biodon  maculahis,  xar.  a,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  307,1870;  based  on  Biodon  tachete  of  Lac6- 
PEDE;  St.  Croix ; Jamaica ; Panama;  South  America ; Hawaiian  Islands;  China; 
Sooloo  Sea;  Indian  Ocean. 

Biodon  macvlatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  70  and  453;  Jordan, 
Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1884, 46. 
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2164.  DIODON  MACULIFER,  Kanp. 

Spines  rather  short,  strong,  remarkably  flattened,  and  compressed  trans- 
versely. Upper  part  of  tail  without  ossifications,  but  a pair  of  spines 
lying  alongside  their  root  on  side  of  dorsal  fin ; roots  of  spines  strong  and 
long.  About  15  transverse  series  of  spines  between  snout  and  dorsal  fin. 
Upper  part  of  head  and  body  with  round  black  spots,  each  of  about  the  size 
of  the  pupil  of  the  eye;  souietimes  the  spots  above  or  near  the  pectoral 
confluent  into  a blotch.  Fins  and  abdomen  immaculate.  Length  10  inches. 
(Giinther.)  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  A specimen  recorded  by  Giinther  from 
Cuba.  This  is  perhaps  an  error,  as  neither  Poey  nor  any  other  American 
writer  has  noticed  specimens  in  the  West  Indies.  The  species  is  unknown 
to  us.  {macula,  spot;  fero,  I bear.) 

Diodon  maculifer,  Kaup,  Wiegmann’s  Arcliiv  1855,  229,  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  VIII,  309,  1870. 

684.  CHILOMYCTERUS,  Bibron. 

(Burr-fishes.) 

Chilomycterus,  Bibron,  in  Barneville,  Revue  Zoologiqne,  40,  1840  {reticulatus=  tigrmns). 
Ghilornycterus,  Kaup,  Wiegm.  Archiv  1847,  365  (antennatus) . 

Gyclichthys,  Kaup,  Wiegm.  Archiv  1855,  231  {orbicularis) . 

Gyanichthys,  Kaup,  Wiegm.  Archiv  1855,  231  (coeruleus). 

Diodon^  Bleeker,  Atl.  Ichth.,  Gymiiod.,  55,  1865  (atinga),  the  first  species  mentioned  by 
Linnaeus ; not  Diodon,  as  earlier  restricted  hy  Kaup  to  Diodon  hystrix. 

Body  broad,  depressed,  modeiately  inflatable.  Dermal  spines  short, 
stout,  immovable,  triangular,  each  with  .3  roots;  nasal  tube  simple, 
with  2 lateral  openings;  the  tube  sometimes  rounded,  sometimes  flat- 
tened, and  with  the  partition  feeble  and  easily  torn  so  that  the  tentacle 
appears  divided;  caudal  peduncle  short;  fins  small,  formed  as  in  Diodon; 
jaws  without  median  suture.  Species  numerous,  of  smaller  size  than 
those  of  Diodon,  the  spines  broader  and  lower,  their  bases  forming  a coat 
of  mail.  {x^YXo';,  lip;  /.ivHrrjp,  nose.  Narines  non  closes  an  sommet,  mais 
chacune  ayant  Tapparence  de  deux  levres,  ou  formee  de  deux  tentacules 
r6unis  a la  base.’^ ) 

Gyclichthys  (kvkAo-?,  round;  fish) : 

a.  Kasai  tentacle  subcylindrical,  not  divided. 

b.  Fins  unspotted;  supraorbital  siiines  2,  -with  generally  a tentacle  between  them; 
a spine  in  middle  of  forehead. 

c.  Superciliary  edge  raised. 

•d.  Upper  parts  greenish  black,  with  a series  of  undulating  blackish  stripes 
running  from  nape  backward;  a similar  series  between  eyes  and 
across  face;  an  ocellated  black  spot  above  pectoral ; a larger  one  be- 
hind pectoral;  an  ocellated  spot  on  each  side  of  dorsal,  and  an  elon- 
gated spot  behind  each  of  the  ventral  antennm.  schceppi,  2165. 
dd.  Upper  parts  plain,  without  series  of  lines;  spots  as  in  sclioepfi. 

SPINOSUS,  2166. 

ddd.  Upper  parts  covered  with  black,  hexagonal  reticulations. 

ANTILLARUM,  2167. 

cc.  Superciliary  edge  not  raised;  upper  parts  with  numerous  black  dots,  some 
with  bluish  centers;  a black  spot  in  middle  of  nape;  a large  kidney- 
shaped spot  above  pectoral,  and  a suhtriangular  blotch  before  and  along 
base  of  dorsal  fin ; a series  of  antennae  along  lower  part  of  side. 

ANTENNATUS,  2168. 
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ChILOSIYCTERUS  : 

aa.  !Nasal  tentacle  flattened,  divided;  fins  spotted  with  black;  supraorbital  spines  3, 
feeble ; none  on  forehead. 

c.  Supraocular  cirrus  -well  developed;  upper  parts  densely  covered  with  small, 
round,  blackisb  spots;  alarge  black  blotch  before  and  around  dorsal;  another 
on  each  side  above  gill  opening  and  pectoral;  spines  short,  compressed  an- 
terior root  flat,  longer  than  the  others.  atinga,  2169. 

ee.  Supraocular  cirrus  wanting;  upper  parts  with  short,  dark  streaks  or  bars, 
becoming  blotches  on  the  sides.  californiexsis,  2170. 


Subgenus  CYCLICHTHYS,  Kaup. 

2165.  ( HYLOMK'TERrS  SCHCEPFI  (Walbaum). 

(Common  Burr-fish ; Rabbit-fish;  Swell-toad ; Swellfish.) 

Head  2f ; depth.  3.  I>.  12;  A.  10.  Body  a little  broader  than  deep  at 

gill  openings ; interociilar  space  broad,  concave ; eyes  large,  lateral,  nearly 
as  long  as  snout,  each  with  a cirrus  above  it,  longer  than  pupil ; gill  open- 
ing about  as  wide  as  eye,  opposite  upper  anterior  part  of  pectoral.  About 

9 spines  between  eye  and  tail,  their  height  equaling  diameter  of  pupil; 
spines  on  belly  much  smaller,  partly  embedded  in  skin;  some  of  the  pos- 
terior with  cirri ; spines  on  caudal  peduncle ; anterior  root  of  each  spine 
little  if  any  larger  than  others.  Pectoral  fin  deeper  than  long,  the  margin 
undulate,  the  upper  lobe  longest.  Greenish ; belly  pale ; a round,  black, 
ocellated  spot  above  pectorals,  not  as  large  as  eye,  a larger  one  behind 
pectorals,  another  at  base  of  dorsal,  with  a smaller  one  below  it;  back  and 
sides  with  parallel  black  stripes  of  uniform  width,  about  as  wide  as  the 
interspaces,  those  on  the  back  running  longitudinally,  those  on  sides 
obliquely  downward  and  backward,  those  on  front  of  head  running  cross- 
wise, a dark  bar  at  base  of  dorsal;  belly  pale  in  the  adult,  often  black 
in  the  young;  other  fins  plain.  Length  6 to  10  inches.  Cape  Cod  to 
Florida;  very  abundant  southward  in  shallow  water;  especially  numer- 
ous on  the  coast  of  the  Carolinas  and  Florida.  The  body  is  capable 
of  considerable  inflation,  but  less  than  is  the  case  with  the  Tetraodonts. 
^^This  species  is  readily  recognized  by  the  dark  and  light  lines  of  the 
upper  parts.  The  lines  are  parallel  and  meet  toward  the  back.  A retic- 
ulation is  sometimes  formed  when  these  lines  meet  on  the  anterior  part  of 
the  back.  In  the  young  there  seem  to  be  more  lines  than  in  the  old.  Two 
specimens  examined,  3 inches  long,  have  17  lines  between  the  pectorals;  a 
specimen  5 inches  long  has  10  lines ; and  the  largest  specimen  examined, 

10  inches  long,  has  12  lines. ’’  (Eigenmann.)  (Named  for  its  discoverer. 
Dr.  Johann  David  Schdpf,  noted  as  a botanical  collector.) 

The  Toadfish,  Schopf,  “ Sckriften  Berlin  Gesellscb.  Natiirf.  Freunde,  vil,  192, 1788,  ' Long 
Island. 

Diodon  schoepfi,  "Walbaum,  Artedi  Pise.,  601, 1792,  Long  Island  ; after  Schopf. 

? Diodon  meulini,  YTalbaum,  Artedi  Pise.,  602, 1792,  no  locality. 

Diodon  geoniet ficus,  var.  lineatus,  Bloch  A Schneider,  S3*st.  Icbth.,  513, 1801,  New  York  ; 
after  Schopf. 

Diodon  maeulostriatus,  Mitchill,  Fish.  X.  T.,  470,  pi.  56,  fig.  3, 1814,  New  York. 

Diodon  rivulatus,  Cuvier,  Mem.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  IV,  129,  pi.  6,  1818,  New  York;  after 
Mitchill. 
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Diodon  nigrolineatus,  Aybes,  Bost.  Journ.  Isat,  Hist.,  IV,  1842,  68,  Brook  Haven,  Long 
Island. 

Diodon  fuliginosns,  De  K ay,  N.  Y- Fauna : Fishes,  324,  pi.  55,  fig.  181,  1842,  New  York; 
young. 

Diodon  verrucosus,  De  Hay,  N.  Y.  Fauna:  Fishes,  325,  pi.  56,  fig.  184,  1842,  New  York; 
young. 

Chilomycterus  geometricus,  Kaup,  Wiegm.  Archiv  1847,  A’ar.  a and  5;  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii, 
310,  1870;  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1879,  109;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  863, 
1883;  not  Diodon  geometricus,BhOCB.  & Schneider. 


2166.  CHILOMYCTERUS  SPIXOSIS  (Linnajus). 

This  species,  according  to  Giintlier,  differs  from  Chilomycterus  scha’pji 
only  in  the  coloration,  the  dark  lines  on  the  hack  being  absent.  We  have 
seen  no  specimens  of  it  and  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a distinct  species 
or  not.  In  case  the  two  species  are  identical  the  name  S2)inosus  has  priority. 
West  Indies  and  coast  of  Brazil;  not  seen  by  ns.  (spinosus,  spinous.) 

Guamaiacu  atinga,  Marcgrave,  Hist.  Bra.sil.,  168, 1648,  Brazil. 

Orbis  muricatus.  Dance  rictu  Guamaiacu  O'nf/a,  Willughby,  Historia  Piscium,  14.5, 1686, 
Brazil ; description  copied  from  Marcgrave,  hut  with  a new  figure  representing  Chilo- 
mycterus schoepfi. 

Atinga  alter  minor  orbicularis,  Lister,  Willughby,  Hist.  Pise.,  155, 1686. 

Guamaiacu  atinga,  Marcgrave,  Hist.  Hat.,  168, 1648,  “in  mari.” 

Ostracion  svbrotundus  ventre  glabro,  Artedi,  Gen.  59,  Ho.  15,  1738. 

Diodon  spinosus,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Hat.,  Ed.  x,  335, 1758,  India  ; based  on  Artedi. 

Le  Diodon  orbe,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  il,  16, 1798,  Rio  Janeiro. 

Diodon  geometricus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Ichth.,  513,  pi.  96, 1801,  America. 

Cyclichthys  cornutus,  Kaup,  Wiegm.  Archiv  1855,  231,  Bahia. 

Chilomycterus  greometricus,  var.  ?/,  Gunther,  Cat.,  311,  1870;  type  of  Cyclichthys  cornutus, 
Kaup. 


2167.  CHILOMYCTERUS  AXTILLARUM,  Jordan  A Rutter. 

Allied  to  Chilomycterus  schoepfi,  differing  in  having  the  Avhole  body  cov- 
ered with  black  hexagonal  reticulations  instead  of  iiarallel  lines.  Supra- 
orbital spines  2,  1 frontal  spine,  a single  spine  below  and  in  front  of  eye, 
2 between  eye  and  gill  opening;  interorbital  space  deeply  concave;  a 
transverse  series  of  cirri  on  chin,  and  nearly  all  of  the  spines  along  the 
margin  of  the  belly  have  cirri,  but  there  is  none  above  the  eyes.  Spines 
short  and  flat.  Color  in  alcohol,  above,  chestnut  brown,  paler  on  sides, 
yellowish  below,  the  body  everywhere  covered  with  reticulating  black 
lines  inclosing  more  or  less  nearly  hexagonal  areas  somewhat  smaller  than 
the  pupil ; on  the  belly  the  lines  become  heavier,  so  that  Poey’s  eharacter  of 
“orange  spots  in  a dark  background”  is  not  far  wrong;  an  ocellated 
black  spot  about  the  size  of  the  eye  above  the  pectoral,  another  behind  it, 
and  1 on  each  side  of  the  dorsal;  a black  blotch  on  chin  in  front  of  the 
row  of  cirri  and  another  at  each  end.  Cuba  and  Jamaica.  Here  described 
from  specimens  taken  at  Kingston,  {antillarum,  of  the  Antilles.) 

Chilomycterxis  fuliginosus  au  species  dubia?  Poey,  Synopsis  Peso.  Cuba,  429, 1868,  Havana. 
Chilomycterus  antillarum,  Jordan  A Rutter,  Proc.  Ac.  Hat.  Sci.  Phila.  1897, 131,  Jamaica. 

(Type,  Ho.  5056,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mas.  Coll.  Rev.  J.  S.  Roberts. ) 
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216S.  CHILOMTCTEBUS  AMEXXATIS  (Cuvier). 

Spines  strong,  but  short;  2 above  the  orbit,  1 more  or  less  prominent 
in  the  middle  of  the  forehead.  Superciliary  edge  not  raised;  generally  a 
tentacle  between  the  superciliary  spines.  Tentacles  along  lower  pai*t  of 
side,  1 on  each  side  and  in  advance  of  anal  fin  being  especially  devel- 
oped. Tail  spineloss,  but  the  roots  of  1 pair  of  spines  reaching  across 
behind  dorsal  fin.  A black  spot  in  middle  of  nape ; a large  kidney-shaped 
spot  above  pectoral,  and  a subtriangnlar  blotch  before  and  along  base  of 
dorsal  fin ; generally  a small  black  spot  below  eye ; some  or  all  of  these 
spots  edged  with  lighter ; upper  and  lateral  parts  with  numerous  black 
dots,  some  with  a bluish  pupil;  abdomen  brown;  fins  unspotted.  Length 
8 inches.  West  Indies  and  southward;  recorded  from  St.  Croix,  Jamaica, 
Porto  Rico,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Xot  seen  by  ns.  (anh-nnatiis, 
having  feelers.) 

Diodon  antennatus,  Cuveeb,  Mem.  Mus.,  iv,  131,  pi.  7, 181S. 

ChUomycterxit  puncticulatm.  Poet,  Anal.  Hist.  Xat.,  346,  ISSl,  Porto  Rico. 

Chiloviyct^rui  antinnatus,  Kaup,  tViegm.  Arcliiv  1855,232;  Glxtheb,  Cat.,  vm,  311,  1870. 


Subgenus  CHILOMYCTERUS. 

2169.  CHILOMYCTERUS  ATIXGA  (Linnaeus). 

(Atixga.) 

Head  2^;  depth  2f.  D.  12  or  13;  A.  12  or  13;  P.  12;  C.  10.  Spines  very 
short,  compre.ssed,  with  long,  strong,  flat,  ridged  roots,  the  anterior  root 
the  longest;  supraocular  cirrus  well  developed.  Forehead  flat,  without 
spine.  Three  feeble  supraorbital  spines,  the  inner  root  of  the  foremost 
overlapping  frontal  bones.  Xostrils  in  front  of  orbit.  Generally  2 osseous 
stripes  across  back  of  tail,  behind  dorsal  fin ; abdominal  ossifications  nearly 
as  much  developed  as  those  on  back ; 8 in  a longitudinal  series  nearest  to 
median  line  of  back.  Body  and  fins  mostly  covered  with  small  round 
black  spots;  a large  black  blotch  before  and  around  dorsal;  another  on 
each  side  above  gill  opening  and  pectoral  ; spots  of  the  back  more  or  less 
ocellated,  and  of  the  size  of  the  puj)il;  those  of  the  fins  much  smaller. 
West  Indies,  north  to  Bermuda  and  Florida  Keys,  couuuon  southward; 
readily  known  by  the  spotted  fins,  (atinga,  a Portuguese  name  of  the 
species  in  Brazil.) 

Orhis  murifutus  et  reticidatu^,  Listeb,  in  'W'illughbT,  Historia  Piscium,  155,  pi.  i.  2fo.  7,  fair, 
1686,  no  locality. 

Ostracion  subrotundus  aculeu  undique  hretibui  triqxietris  raris,  Abtedi.  Genera,  59,  1738, 
description  from  a specimen  seen  in  the  Green  Dragon  at  Stepney,  presumablj'  of  this 
species,  as  Listeb  is  quoted  in  the  synonymy,  and  his  figure  is  characteristic. 
Ostracion  hidens  sphfericxis  aeuleis  undiqxie  densis  triquetris.  Abtedi,  Genera.  59,  1738, 
based  on  a specimen  in  the  collection  of  Seba  at  Amsterdam  “ maculte  nigrce  latce,  ad 
pinnas  et  caudam;  ” reference  in  synon^uny  to  Atinga  alter  minor  orbicularis.  Listeb, 
in  "Willnghby,  Historia  Piscium,  155, 1686.  which  seems  to  be  Chilomycterxxs  spinosxis. 
Diodon  (misprinted  atringa),  Lixxaus.  Syst.  Aat.,  Ed.  x,  334,  1758.  India;  after 

Ostracion  bidexis  spTieericxis  of  Abtedi  ; not  of  most  later  authors. 
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Diodon  reticulatus,  Linn.'EUS,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  334, 1758,  India;  after  Ostracion subrotundis, 
etc.,ARTEUi;  Gunther,  Cat.,  vm,  313,  1870. 

Chiloinycterus  reticulatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  966, 1883. 


2170.  CHILOMYCTERUS  CALIFORXIEXSIS,  Eigenmann. 

No  t(‘ntacles  anywhere.  Spines  of  hack  all  low,  those  of  front  especially 
so,  increasing  in  size  toward  belly  where  they  become  much  larger  than 
those  of  l)ack.  No  spine  on  middle  of  forehead.  A siiine  at  upper  anterior 
angle  of  orbit;  1 above,  somewhat  behind  its  middle;  1 slightly  behind 
and  above  its  upper  posterior  angle;  another  halfway  between  the  last  and 
the  upper  angle  of  pectoral,  and  another  before  and  a little  above  the 
upper  margin  of  pectoral.  Blue  above,  white  below ; forehead  and  bases 
of  all  the  fins  with  small  (-i\*  in.)  dark  spots,  fewer  on  anal;  back  densely 
covered  with  short  streaks  or  bars,  which  become  larger  spots  on  sides;  a 
few  round  dark  spots  inch  in  diameter)  on  belly;  spots  below  eye  larger 
than  those  on  forehead,  similar  in  size  to  those  on  caudal  peduncle. 
Length  9|  inches.  San  Pedro,  California.  (Eigenmann).  Apparently 
very  rare;  only  the  type  known. 

Chiloinycterus  californiensis,  Eigenm.iVNN,  Amer.  Nat.,  v,  1891,  25,  1133,  San  Pedro,  Cali- 
fornia. (CoU.  C.  n.  Eigemuanii.) 


685.  LYOSPHiERA,  Evermauu  & Kendall. 

Lyospha'ra,  Evermann  <fc  Kendall,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1897,  131  (ylobosa). 

This  genus  is  distinguished  from  Chilomyctcrns  by  its  armature  of  llat- 
tish,  papery  or  cartilaginous  plates  to  Avhich  are  attached  minute  hair-like 
papilla*.  The  nostril,  as  in  Diodon,  is  undivided  and  has  2 lateral  open- 
ings. (XvGo,  to  loose,  i.  e.,  lax,  llabby;  d^aipcx,  siihere,  ball.) 

2171.  LY()SPII.ERA  (ILOBOSA,  Evermaim  & Kendall. 

Head  8.^;  depth  1^;  eye  3^  in  head;  snout  L 1).  11;  A.  4.  Form  oblong 
ovoid;  head  broad,  interorliital  space  slightly  convex,  broad,  its  Avidth 
U in  head.  Dorsal  and  anal  far  back,  each  separated  from  the  caudal  by 
a space  eiiual  to  f diameter  of  eye,  each  very  small,  the  anal  rays  scarcely 
<listinguishable;  pectoral  broad  and  short,  about  20  rays,  the  length  less 
than  interorbital  width.  Tooth  of  each  jaAV  solid  and  continuous.  En- 
tire body  sparsely  covered  with  minute  hair-like  ajipendage,  or  very 
Ilexible  dermal  papilhe,  these  Axry  short  (:,\  inch  long),  appearing  to  be 
2-rooted,  and  attached  to  llattish,  papery  or  cartilaginous  plates.  Nostril 
in  a short  papilla  with  2 lateral  openings  and  no  division  at  tip.  Ground 
color  yellowish  white,  this  color  regularly  broken  up  into  numerous  round- 
ish or  hexagonal  spots  by  a iietAvork  of  dark  brown,  the  width  of  the 
lirown  spaces  being  usually  less  than  i the  diameter  of  the  spots  which 
are  smallest  on  back  and  top  of  head;  a villous  papilla  in  the  center  of  each 
spot.  Length  of  tyiie  If  inches.  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States; 
known  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  River  and  from  Biscayne 
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Bay,  Florida.  Tlie  2 specimens  from  the  Rappahannock  agree  closely  in 
color,  hilt  the  1 from  Cape  Florida,  which  appears  to  he  a younger  indi- 
vidual, differs  from  them  somewhat  in  color.  It  may  he  described  as 
being  pale  yellowish  white,  with  about  50  narrow  dark-brown  or  black- 
ish rings  or  circles,  each  inclosing  a circular  spot  of  the  pale  yellowish 
white,  these  circles  smallest  on  the  back  and  not  touching  each  other 
anywhere;  on  the  belly  they  are  distant  from  each  other  a distance  about 
equal  to  their  own  diameter.  It  seems  that  as  the  fish  grows  older  these 
dark  rings  approach  each  other  and  finally  unite  to  form  the  reticulations 
seen  in  the  2 other  specimens.  We  were  at  first  disposed  to  regard  these 
specimens  as  being  the  young  of  some  known  species,  or  possibly  Tricho- 
(lioclon  pilosus^  (Mitchill),  but  an  examination  of  De  Kay’s  figure  t shows 
that  they  can  not  be  Mitchill’s  species.  It  is  equally  apparent  that  they 
can  not  be  Cuvier’s  Diodon  asperX  or  GiiutheFs  Tricliocylus  erinaceus 
(Evermann  &,  Kendall.)  (glohosus,  spherical.) 

Lijosphcera  globosa,  Eveumanx  &,  Kendall,  Bull.  K.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1897,  131,  pi.  9,  hgs. 

11  and  12,  Rappahannock  River,  near  mouth  of  Windmill  Creek,  Virginia.  (Type, 

Ko.  48791,  U.  S.  Kat.  Mus.  Coll.  Evermann  Kendall.) 


Family  CLXXV.  MOLID.E. 

(The  Head-fishes.) 

Body  oblong  or  more  or  less  short  and  deep,  comjiressed,  truncate  behind, 
so  that  there  is  no  caudal  i)eduncle.  Skin  rough,  naked,  sjiinous,  or  tes- 
sellated. Mouth  very  small,  terminal ; teeth  completely  united  in  each  Jaw, 
forming  a bony  beak  without  median  suture,  as  in  the  Diodonlidce.  Dorsal 
and  anal  fins  similar  to  each  other,  falcate  in  front,  the  posterior  parts 
more  or  less  perfectly  confluent  with  the  caudal  around  the  tail;  no  spi- 
nous dorsal ; no  ventral  fins ; pelvic  bone  undeveloped ; pectorals  present. 
Belly  not  inflatable ; gill  openings  small,  in  front  of  pectorals ; an  acces- 
sory opercular  gill;  no  air  bladder.  Fishes  of  the  open  seas,  apparently 
composed  of  a huge  head  to  which  small  fins  are  attached.  Genera  3,  spe- 
cies about  6,  found  in  most  warm  seas,  pelagic  in  habit,  and  reaching  a 
very  large  size.  The  very  young  are  variously  shortened  in  form  and 
armed  with  spines.  These  have  been  often  regarded  as  a distinct  genus 
{Mol acanthus).  The  flesh  in  these  fishes  is  coarse  and  tough,  and  they  are 
-not  used  as  food.  {Gymnodontes,  group  Alolina,  Gunther,  Cat.,  viii,  317-320, 
1870. ) 

Molina;  : 

a.  Body  suborbicular,  not  twice  aa  long  as  deep;  skin  thick,  rough,  gristly,  without 
hexagonal  plates.  Mola,  686. 

Banzaniina,  : 

aa.  Body  oblong,  about  twice  as  long  as  deep;  skin  smooth,  tessellated,  with  smooth 
hexagonal  plate.s.  Eanzania,  687. 


* Diodon  pilosus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.,  Tol.  I,  1815,  471,  pi.  6,  fig.  4. 
f De  Kay,  K.  T.  Fauna:  Fishes,  326,  pi.  55,  fig.  180,  1842. 

" Diodon  asper,  CrviER,  Mem.  du  Museum,  iv,  1818. 

§ Gunther,  Cat.,  Vli,  316,  1870. 
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686.  MOLA,  Ciwier. 

(Head-fishes.) 

Mola,  Cuvier,  Tableau  ^16in.  Hist.  Hat.  Aiiimaux,  323, 1798  (rotunda  — mola). 
Orthragoriscus,  Bloch,  Syst.  Ichtli.,  Schneider  Ed.,  510, 1801  (mola) ; misprint  for  Orthago- 
risexii. 

Cephalus,  Shaw,  General  Zoology,  v,  2,  432, 1804  (mola). 

Orthragus,  Eafinesque,  Caratt.  Ale.  Huov.  Gen.  e Nuov.  Sp.  Anim.  e Piante  della  Sicilia,  17, 
1810  (luna  — mola). 

Diplanchias,  Kafinesque,  Caratt.  ^Vlc.  Huov.  Gen.  o Huov.  Sp.  Anim.  e Piante  della  Sicilia, 
17, 1810  (nasus  = mola). 

Tgmpanomium,  Kanzani,  Novi  Comm.  Ac.  Sci.  Bonon.,  v,  3,  pi.  after  p.  81, 1837  (planci— 
mola) . 

Trematopsis,  Kanzani,  Novi  Comm.  Ac.  Sci.  Bonon.,  v,  3,  pi.  after  p.  81, 1837  (willughbeii  — 
mola). 

Ozodura,  Kanzani,  Novi  Comm.  Ac.  Sci.  Bonon.,  v,  3,  pi.  after  p.  81, 1837  (orsini  = mola) . 
Pedalion  (Guilding  MS.)  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist,  and  Class’n  Eisbes,  etc.,  v,  1,  199;  v,  2, 195, 
329, 1839. 

Aledon,  Castelnau,  M6m.  sur  Poissons  Afrique  Aust.,  75,  ?1860  (storeri  = mola). 

Larval  Forms. 

Molacanthus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist,  and  Class  n Fishes,  etc.,  v,  2, 195, 329, 1839  (pallasi). 
Pallasia,  Nardo,  Ann.  Sci.  Kegno  Lombard.,  Tenet.,  v,  10, 112, 1840  (pallasi). 

Acanthosoma,  He  Kay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  330, 1842  (carinatum) . 

Centaurus,  Kaup,  Archiv.  Naturgesch.  1855,  i,  221  (hoops). 

Body  ovate,  strongly  compressed,  covered  with  a thick,  rough,  leathery, 
elastic  skiu,  which  is  without  hony  plates.  Profile  forming  a projecting 
fieshy  nose  above  the  mouth.  Dorsal  fin  beginning  not  far  behind  pecto- 
rals, short  and  high,  falcate,  confluent  with  the  anal  around  the  tail;  no 
large  spines  on  the  body.  Clumsy  fishes,  found  in  most  warm  seas,  reach- 
ing a great  size ; the  young  (Molacanihus)^  with  the  body  deeper,  much  com- 
pressed, without  trace  of  caudal  fin,  its  place  taken  by  a row  of  marginal 
spines,  (mola,  a millstone.) 


2172,  MOLA  MOLA  (Liniifuus). 

(SuNFisH;  Head-fish  ; JSIola;  Pez  Luna.) 

Head  3;  depth  Tf.  D.  17 ; A.  IG.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  high  in  front, 
rapidly  decreasing  backward,  the  height  of  each  about  21  in  length  of 
body  in  adult;  caudal  fin  low,  with  a wavy  outline.  Depth  always  more 


*The  uomiiial  geims  ^folacanthus,  Swainson  (Pallasia,  Nardo ; Acanthosoma,  He  Kay) 
has  thus  becu  detined;  Body  suborbicular,  mucli  compressed,  deeper  tlian  long,  covered 
by  a thin  silvery  skin  on  which  are  many  strong  spines.  Dorsal  and  anal  tins  high  and 
short,  not  conthient,  the  space  on  the  tail  between  them  occupied  by  a row  of  small  spines ; 
no  intersi)inai  bones  for  the  support  of  the  caudal ; pectorals  moderate.”  Intestines  short, 
with  but  2 turns.  These  small  tishes  were  long  generally  considered  as  the  young  of 
Mola.  Tlie  researches  of  Prof.  Frederick  Ward  Putnam  (Am.  Nat.,  Dec.,  1870)  seemed  to 
show  tliat  they  were  adult  fishes  allied  to  Mola,  careful  comparisons  having  been  made  by 
him  between  Molacanthus  and  the  young  of  Alola.  In  a specially  valuable  paper  “On  the 
origin  of  heterocercy  and  the  evolution  of  the  fins  and  fin  rays  of  fishes  ” (Kept.  U.  S.  Fish 
Comm,  for  1884),  the  late  Prof.  John  A.  Kyder,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  has 
carefully  discussed  the  relations  of  Molacanthus  to  Mola.  Tlie  researches  of  Professor 
Kyder  leave  no  doubt  that  Molacanthus  is  simply  a post-larval  phase  in  the  development 
oi  Mola,  as  was  supposed  by  Liitken,  Steenstrup,  and  Giintber.  According  to  Kyder,  the 
earliest  forms  of  Mola  (corresponding  to  the  form  called  Ostracion  hoops  by  Kichardson) 
will  be  found  to  have  a distinct  tail. 
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than  ^ length,  and  in  the  young  the  vertical  diameter  exceeding  the 
longitudinal.  Form  varying  much  with  age,  the  body  becoming  more 
elongate,  the  lins  comparatively  shorter,  the  eye  much  smaller,  and  a 
hump  being  dcA^eloped  above  the  mouth,  topped  by  an  osseous  tubercle. 
Dark  gray;  sides  grayish  brown,  with  silvery  reflections;  belly  dusky; 
a broad  blackish  bar  running  along  the  bases  of  the  dorsal,  caudal,  and 
anal  fins.  Pelagic,  inhabiting  most  temperate  and  tropical  seas,  swim- 
ming slowly  about,  near  the  surface,  the  high  dorsal  above  the  surface. 
Common  northward  to  England,  Cape  Cod,  and  San  Francisco ; rare  in  the 
West  Indies.  It  reaches  a weight  of  300  to  1,500  pounds.  The  largest 
specimen  known  to  us  was  taken  at  Eedondo  Beach,  California,  in  June, 
1893,  and  mounted  by  Mr.  T.  Shooter,  of  Los  Angeles.  This  was  8 feet  2 
inches  long  and  weighed  in  life  1,800  pounds.  The  Pacific  Ocean  form, 
which  ranges  from  San  Francisco  to  Mazatlan,  seems  to  be  fully  identical 
svith  Alol a viola.  (Eu.)  (wm/a,  a millstone.) 

Tetrodon  mola,  LiNN.3iUS,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  334,  412,  1758,  Mediterranean  ; after  Ostracion 
cathet02)lo.tcus  subrotimdns,  Artedi,  Genera,  61, 1738. 

Tetrodon  lune,  Lac£pede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  i,  509, 1798. 

21ola  acideata,  Kolreuter,  Nov.  Comm.  Petropol.,  x,  1766,  337,  pi.  8,  figs.  2 and  3. 
Orthragorisciis  hispidus,  Bloch  Schneider,  Syst.  Iclitli.,  511, 1801. 

Orthragoriscus  or  Lima  piscis,  Bondelet,  I)e  Piscibus,  424. 

Diodon  carinatus,  Mitchill,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  New  Tork,  ii,  1815,  264,  pi.  3,  fig.  1,  New 
York. 

Acanthosoma  carinatum,  De  Kay,  New  York,  Eauna : Eisbes,  330,  pi.  55,  fig.  179, 1842. 

ALola  rotunda,  Cuvier,  Tableau  Elem.  Nat.  Hist.,  323, 1798 ; after  Tetrodon  mola,  Linn^us  ; 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  865, 1883. 

Orthagoriscus  mola,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Icbtb.,  510, 1801. 

Orthagoriscus  fasciatus,  Bloch  &.  Schneider,  Syst.  Icbtb.,  511, 1801. 

Cephalus  brevis,  Shaw,  Gen.  Zoology,  v,  437,  pi.  175, 1804. 

Ce^ihalus  pallasiantis,  Shaw,  Gen.  Zool.,  v,  440, 1804. 

Orthagoi'iscus  spinosus,  CxjyiEB.,  B^gne  Anim.,  1817. 

Cephalus  orthagoriscus,  Bisso,  Enr.  Merid.,  iii,  173,  1826. 

Ozodura  orsini,  Banzani,  Nov.  Comm.  Ac.  Sci.  Inst.  Bonon.,  iii,  82,  1839,  Mediterranean 
Sea;  Banzani,  l.c.,  pi.  6,  1839. 

Tijmpanomium  pilanci,  Banzani,  1.  c.,  table,  1839,  Adriatic  Sea. 

Diplanchias  nasus,  Banzani,  1.  c.,  table,  “in  marei  sicul6.” 

Trematopsis  willugbei,  Banzani,  1.  c.,  table,  in  oceano. 

Orthragoriscus  retzii,''RA^ZAm,  1.  c.,  table,  no  locality. 

Orthragoriscus  ghini,  Banzani,  i.c.,  table,  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Orthragoriscus  rondeletii,  Banzani,  1.  c.,  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Orthragoriscus  blochii,  Banzani,  1.  c.,  “in  mari  oceano.” 

Orthragoriscus  alcxandnni,  Banzani.  1.  c.,  Adriatic  Sea. 

Orthragoriscus  redi,  Banzani,  l.c.,  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Orthragoriscus  oculeatus,  Banzani,  1.  c.,  no  locality. 

Orthragoriscus  lunaris,  Gronow,  Cat.  Eisbes,  Ed.  Gray,  165, 1854,  Mediterranean  Sea. 
Orthragonscus  Solaris,  Gronow,  Cat.  Eisbes,  Ed.  Gray,  165, 1854,  Mediterranean  Sea. 
Orthragoriscus elegans,  Banzani,  l.c.,  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Orthragoriscus  battarce,  Banzani,  1.  c.,  Adriatic  Sea. 

Aledon  storeri,  Castelnau,  Poiss.  Afr.  Austr.,  75,  76. 

Aledon  capensis,  Casteijstau,  1.  c. 

Pallasia  pallasi,  Nardo,  Ann.  Sc.  Begno  Lombard.  Tenet.,  X,  112, 1840. 

Orthagoriscus  analis,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  II,  1854,  31,  fig.  54,  San  Francisco. 

Mola  nasus,  Steenstrur  & Lutken,  Overs.  Dansk.  Tid.  Selsk.  Eorb.,  36, 1863. 

Mola  retzii,  Steenstrup  & Lutken,  1.  c. 

1 Orthagoriscus,  sp.,  Swinhoe,  Ann.  «fc  Mag.  Hat.  Hist.,  xii,  1863, 225. 
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Orthragoriscus  ozodura,  Habting,  Verhand.  Ak.  Wet.  Aiusterd.,  1-48,  pis.  1-8, 1868. 
Ontracion  hoops,  EiCHARDSON,  Voy . Erebus  & Terror,  Ichth.,  52, 1844,  South  Atlantic. 
Centaiirus  hoops,  Kaup  (very  young  larva),  Archiv.  Naturg.,  l,  1855, 221. 

687.  RANZANIA,  Nardo. 

(King  of  the  Mackerels.) 

Ranzania,  Nardo,  Ann.  Sci.  Ilegn.  Lombard.  Venet.,  v,  10, 105, 1840  (truncatus) . 

Body  oblong,  the  depth  about  | height;  skin  smooth,  tessellated, 
divided  into  small  hexagonal  scutella;  caudal  truncate;  otherwise  essen- 
tially as  in  Mold,  the  size  smaller;  the  larval  forms  unknown.  Pelagic. 
(Named  for  Camillo  Ranzaui,  of  Bologna,  an  excellent  naturalist,  who 
was  led  by  the  variations  in  the  form  oi  Mola  to  an  iueflective  subdivision 
of  the  species  into  many  genera.) 

2173.  RAXZAMA  TRUNCATA  (Retzius). 

Head  not  quite  3;  depth  about  2.  D.  16  to  19;  P.  12  or  13;  A.  19;  C.  18 
to  22.  Body  elongated  ovate  with  the  sides  compressed.  Eye  2 to  3 times 
in  snout;  snout  straight;  month  anterior  and  opposite  center  of  eye. 
Caudal  very  short,  its  base  straight,  slightly  oblique;  dorsal  and  anal  at 
the  extreme  end  of  dorsal  and  abdominal  profiles  and  connected  to  the 
caudal;  pectoral  somewhat  pointed.  Skin  smooth  and  divided  into  small 
hexagonal  plates  like  mosaic.  Color:  “Immediately  before  death  the 
colors  were  most  brilliant,  the  back  being  of  a dark  purple,  gradually 
decreasing  in  intensity  to  the  belly,  which  was  white  with  golden  reflec- 
tions, the  side  marked  with  green  lines  on  the  purple;  toward  the  tail 
there  were  several  irregular  white  spots  about  the  size  of  a threepenny 
piece;  the  dorsal,  anal,  and  pectoral  fins  were  of  a pale  lead  color,  but 
the  caudal  fin  was  most  brilliant,  being  of  a bright  burnished  silver,  with 
prismatic  reflections,  the  raj’S  tinged  with  purple,  while  between  the  rays 
there  were  keyhole-shaped  markings,  edged  with  gold,  forming  such  a 
brilliant  combination  of  colors  as  is  not  easily  imagined ; but  this  bril- 
liancy entirely  vanished  a few  minutes  after  the  death  of  the  fish,  when 
it  assumed  the  dull-blue  color  of  the  figure  in  Conch’s  Fishes  of  the  Brit- 
ish Isles,  which  is  exceedingly  good,  but  might  have  been  a few  shades 
darker.”  (S.  Clogg,  Zook,  342,  1883.)  Borlase’s  specimen  was  dapjile, 
8i)otted  darker  on  the  back,  with  streaks  ^ inch  wide  from  eye  to  pectoral 
fill.  (Day.)  Size  much  less  than  that  of  Mola  mala,  the  length  about  2 
feet.  Pelagic;  occasional  olf  our  Atlantic  coast;  once  taken  on  the  Ber- 
mudas. A related  but  apparently  dilferent  species  * is  occasionally  taken 


*7?a7i2«nia  laataa,  Jenkins.  The  following  is  the  substance  of  Dr.  Jenkins’s  descrip- 
tion of  this  species : 

“ D.  17;  A.  18;  C.  19;  P.  13.  Depth  2J  in  length  to  base  of  caudal;  head  2g;  eye  6 in 
liead,  2^  in  snout.  Body  much  compressed,  the  ventral  margin  a sharp,  evenly  curved 
keel.  Eye  much  above  axis  of  body,  a little  nearer  snout  than  base  of  pectoral.  Teeth 
forming  a turtle-like  beak,  completely  hidden  by  projecting  folds  of  skin,  which  form  a 
truncated  oi)ening  to  tlie  mouth.  Gill  opening  just  in  front  of  upper  base  of  pectoral, 
covered  by  a 2-lobed  valve.  Body  covered  by  an  armor  of  small  plates,  more  or  less  hex- 
agonal and  concealed.  Pectoral  about  in  head,  above  axis  of  body;  height  of  dorsal 
about  equal  to  head ; anal  slightly  lower;  dorsal  and  anal  each  separated  from  the  caudal 
by  a notch.  Color  bright  silvery  on  sides,  upper  parts  dark;  sides  with  brighter  silvery 
band.s,  the  first  3 with  distinct  black  borders,  the  next  4 with  numerous  black  spots,  the 
black  margins  appearing  only  on  lower  parts.  Differing  from  Ranzania  truncata  chiefly 
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about  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  where  it  is  regarded  with  veneration  as  the 
king  of  the  tunnies  and  mackerels,  (truncatus,  cut  oft'  short.) 

Tetrodon  truncatus,  Eetzius,  Y et.  Ak.  Nya  Hand!.,  vi,  2, 116, 1785. 

Orthar/oriscus  oblongns,  Bloch  &,  Schneidee,  Syst.  Ichtbyol.,  511, 1801. 

Cephalus  varius,  Shaw,  Gen.  Zool.,  v,  439, 1804. 

Cephalus  elongatus,  Eisso,  Eur.  Merid.,  ill,  173, 1826. 

Mol%  planci,  Eaedo,  in  Ferussac,  Bull.  Sci.  Nat.,  xiii,  437, 1828. 

Cephalus  cocherani,  Teaill,  Werner.  Mem.,  vi,  1832. 

Orthagoriscus  truncatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,vill,  319,  1870;  Day,  Fish.  Gt.  Brit.,  pi.  149,  276, 
1884. 

Tanzania  ^nmcaia,  Jordan  6c  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  966, 1883. 


Suborder  LOEIOATI.* * 

(The  Mail-Cheeked  Fishes.) 

This  group  is  distinguished  by  a single  pecnliar  character,  the  extension 
of  the  third  suborbital  bone  across  the  cheek  to  or  toward  the  jireopercle. 
From  the  Craniomi,  an  offshoot  from  the  same  group,  in  which  the  develop- 
ment of  the  suborbital  staj"  is  carried  much  farther,  the  present  group  is 
distinguished  by  the  normal  character  of  the  shoulder  girdle.  The  follow- 
ing detinition  of  the  Loricati  is  given  by  Dr.  Gill  (Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. 
1888,  589) ; 

Acantbopterygians  with  the  scapular  arch  normal,  the  post-temporal  and  postero- 
temporal forming  part,  and  the  latter  intervening  between  the  post-temporal  and  the 
proscaimla.  Infraorbital  chain  with  all  hones  entering  into  the  orbital  margin  and  func- 
tional, only  partially  extended  oAer  the  cheek;  with  the  third  bone  hypertrophied  and 
developed  as  a stay  impinging  on  the  anterior  wall  of  the  preoperculum ; post-temporal 
variously  connected  with  the  epiotic  and  pterotic;  intermaxillaries  with  well-developed 
ascending  pedicles  gliding  over  the  front  of  the  prosethmoid. 

In  all  other  respects  the  group  is  subject  to  great  variation.  Concern- 
ing this.  Dr.  Gill  has  the  following  excellent  discussion: 

In  view  of  the  wide  range  of  variation  that  has  been  shown  to  be  manifested  by  the 
various  members  of  the  great  group  of  mail-cheeked  fishes  it  may  be  considered  that  it  is 
not  a natural  group.  In  one  sense  it  is  not.  The  differences  are  certainly  sutiicient  to 
justify  the  segregation  of  its  elements,  not  only  into  a number  of  families  but  into  seven 
superfamilies.  Nevertheless,  the  relations  between  tlie  various  members  are  such  as  to 
indicate  that  they  form  a natural  although  much-interrupted  series,  and  the  guess  of 
Cuvier  is  apparently  justified  by  a detailed  examination  of  the  anatomy. 

The  most  generalized  of  the  mail-cneeked  fishes  appear  to  he  the  Scorpcenoidea.  These 
have  the  general  form  of  ordinary  fishes  like  the  Serranids,  Sparids,  and  numerous  others. 

in  the  smaller  eye,  in  having  the  eye  placed  well  above  the  mouth  and  above  the  axis  of 
the  body,  in  the  high  position  of  tbe  pectoral  fin,  in  the  higher  dorsal  and  anal,  and  in 
the  coloration.  Known  only  from  1 specimen  in  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.,  20  inches  long, 
taken  at  the  mouth  of  Pearl  Harbor.  Honolulu,  by  Mr.  Hiel  Kapu,  and  sent  to  Stanford 
University  by  Mr.  Charles  B.  Wilson.  (makua,\he>  native  name  of  the  fish,  meaning 
the  source  from  which  the  Bonito  and  the  Albicore  sprung  in  ages  past.’)” 

lianzania  inakua,  Jenkins.  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  v,  October  31,  1895, 780  to  784,  with 
colored  plate. 

* Called  Cataphracti  on  page  781,  hut  Loncati  is  the  earliest  single  word  applied  as  a 
name  to  this  group.  Dr.  Gill  remarks:  “Cuvier  gave  no  latin  name  to  the  'Joues  cui- 
rassees,'  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  remedy  the  defect  by  the  proposal  of  various  names 
involving  the  idea,  e.  g.,  Buccce  Loricatce  (McMurtrie,  183i),  Loricati  (Jenyns,  1835),  Par- 
eiplonidce  and  Pareoplitce  (Eichard.son,  1836),  Canthileptes  (Swainson,  1838),  Cataphracti 
(Miiller,  1843),  Scleroparei  (Gravenhorst,  1845),  Sclerogenidce  (Owen,  1846),  and  Cataphrac- 
toidce  (Cantor,  1850).” 
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Osteology  also  corroborates  the  nearer  relationship  of  those  forms  to  the  normal  Acan- 
thopterygian  fishes.  If  we  look  among  those  normal  forms  for  the  nearest  relatives  of  the 
mail-cheeked  fishes,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  we  appear  to  at  least  approxi- 
mate the  truth  in  claiming  for  them  a nearer  relationship  with  the  Cirritids  than  any 
others.  This  view,  however,  is  simply  hj^pothetical,  and  can  not  he  considered  to  he 
established  until  we  become  better  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  of  the  various  members 
of  tlie  suborder  Acantliopterygii.  Which  of  the  Scorpcenoidea  are  the  most  generalized  is 
a more  difficult  question  to  answer. 

In  some  respects  the  Chirids,  or  Hexagrammids,  appear  to  be  more  generalized  than  the 
Scorpmnids.  Tliey  are  less  armed  with  spines  than  the  other  representatives  of  the  great 
group  of  mail-cheeked  fishes,  and,  what  is  still  more  significant,  the'  dichost  or  basi- 
sphenoid  is  more  developed  and  approaches  in  form  that  exemplified  in  the  normal  Acan- 
thopterygians;  nevertheless,  the  parietal  bones  converge  toward  the  front  so  as  to  almost, 
if  not  quite,  touch  over  the  front  of  the  supraoccipitiue.  The  parasphenoid  sends  elon- 
gated processes  upward  to  meet  corresponding  processes  of  the  subtectals  or  orbitosphe- 
noids.  In  both  of  these  characters  they  deviate  from  the  Scorpmnids  and  approach  the 
Cottids.  For  this  reason,  therefore,  they  are  placed  after  the  Scorpa?nids  and  before 
the  Cottids.  The  comparatively  slight  value  of  the  approximation  or  separation  of  the 
parietals  thus  appears  an*d  demonstrates  that  it  is  inadvisable  to  separate  widely  groups 
resembling  each  other  in  so  many  characters  because  of  such  differences. 

An  elongate  spinous  portion  of  the  dorsal  fin  and  an  inversely  short  rayed  portion  are 
developed  in  the  Hemitripterids;  nevertheless,  those  fishes  agree  in  most  osteological  as 
well  as  most  external  characters  with  the  Cottids;  consequently,  the  unnaturalness  of 
removing  them  far  from  the  Cottids  and  associating  them  with  the  Scorpmnids,  as  well 
as  the  slight  value  of  the  relative  proportions  of  the  spinous  and  rayed  portions  of  the 
dorsal  fin,  becomes  evident. 

The  osteological  characters  of  the  Platj^cephalids  and  Hopliclithyids  are  imperfectly 
known,  and  it  remains  for  future  investigation  to  determine  what  are  their  exact  relation- 
ships and  characteristics. 

The  Triglids  and  Peristediids  depart  very  widely  from  the  other  groirps,  as  will  become 
hereafter  manifest;  but,  notwithstanding,  their  relationships  appear  to  be  more  intimate 
with  the  generalized  mail-cheeked  fishes  than  with  any  other  group. 

The  Dactylopterids  depart  still  more  from  all  other  fishes  than  do  the  Trigloidea.  We 
look  in  vain,  however,  for  any  nearer  relation  of  those  fishes  than  the  Trigloidea,  and 
consequently  it  may  be  assumed  that  they  are  the  derivatives  from  a type  from  which 
the  Triglids  have  least  diverged. 

Inline,  the  relation.ships  of  the  various  families  of  mail-cheeked  fishes,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  knowledge,  may  be  expressed  in  the  following  genealogical  tree,  in  which  the 
left-hand  branch  in  each  case  represents  the  more  generalized  type  of  each  pair: 


{lorica,  a cuirass.) 
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Families  op  Loeicati: 
a.  Myodome*  more  or  less  developed. 

h.  Post-temporal  bifurcate  and  connected  with  the  cranium  by  its  processes  in 
normal  manner. 

c.  Body  and  head  compressed  or  moderately  depressed.! 

d.  Actinosts  moderate  and  inserted  on  posterior  edges  of  hypercoracoid 
and  hypocoracoid ; ribs,  typically,  borne  on  enlarged  parapophyses. 

e.  Gills  Sg  or  4,  the  slit  behind  the  last  gill  small  or  wanting ; spinous 
dorsal  well  developed ; anal  with  3 strong  spines,  the  fin  rather 
short;  body  covered  with  scales;  a single  lateral  line;  top  of 
head  more  or  less  armed;  vertebraj  rather  few,  24  to  31. 

SCOKP^NID^,  CLXXVI. 

ee.  Gills  4,  with  a large  slit  behind  the  fourth ; body  covered  with 
small  scales;  cranium  unarmed;  dorsal  and  anal  fins  elongate; 
vertebras  numerous,  more  than  30. 

/.  Nostrils  normal,  the  posterior  well  developed. 

Anoplopomatid^,  clxxvii. 
ff.  Nostrils  single,  the  posterior  represented  by  a small  pore 
well  behind  the  other  and  not  functional. 

Hexagrammid.®,  clxxviii. 
dd.  Actinosts  large  and  partly  intervening  between  the  hypercoracoid 
and  the  hyiiocoracoid ; ribs  sessile  on  the  vertebra? ; vertebrm 
numerous,  30  to  50 ; no  anal  spines ; body  not  uniformly  scaled. 

COTTID.^E,  CLXXIX. 

66.  Post-temporal  expanded  and  connected  with  the  cranium  by  an  extensive 
suture. 

g.  Anus  submedian;  ventrals  subabdominal;  gill  openings  very  small;  exo- 
skeleton developed  as  spiniform  prickles ; head  excessively  large. 

PHAMPHOCOTTIDiE,  CLXXX. 
gg.  Anus  thoracic;  ventrals  subbrachial;  gill  opening  moderate;  exoskele- 
ton developed  as  plates  arranged  in  about  8 longitudinal  rows ; spi- 
nous dorsal  short  or  wanting.  Agonid^e,  clxxxi. 

Discoboli  : 

aa.  Myodome  completely  wanting;  ventrals  completely  united,  forming  a round  suck- 
ing disk,  which  is  rarely  obsolete;  spinous  dorsal  little  developed. 
li.  Body  cavity  elongate ; caudal  region  short.  CyclopteriDjE,  clxxxii, 

lih.  Body  cavity  short;  caudal  region  elongate ; skin  smooth. 

Liparidid^e,  clxxxiii. 

Family  CLXXVI.  SC0RP^NID^4 

(The  Rock-fishes.) 

Body  oblong,  more  or  less  compressed,  tbe  head  large,  and  with  one  or 
more  pairs  of  ridges  above,  which  nsnally  terminate  in  spines.  Opercle 


*Myodome  or  muscular  tube,  “a  chamber  for  the  rectus  muscles  of  the  eye.  This  is 
isolated  from  tbe  brain  cavity  by  the  development  of  a platform  from  the  basioccipital 
continuous  with  horizontal  ridges  or  shelves  diverging  from  the  inner  walls  of  the  pro- 
otic  bones  and  meeting  along  the  middle,  thus  constituting  a roof  for  the  muscular  cham- 
ber and  a floor  for  the  cranial  cavity.”  (Gill.) 

t Body  and  head  rnuc.h  depressed  in  the  family  of  Platyceplialidce  and  its  relatives, 
groups  not  represented  in  tbe  Western  Hemi8i)here,  Two  species  of  have 

been  erroneously  ascribed  to  the  region  under  consideration.  These  are  mentioned  on 
page  2028. 

X The  original  draft  of  the  account  of  this  family  is  contributed  by  Mr.  Frank  Cramer; 
to  this  numerous  additions  have  been  made  by  the  present  authors.  Some  of  the  descrip- 
tions are  adapted  from  those  in  Jordan  & (filbert’s  Synopsis  Fishes  N.  A.  All  these 
have  been  verified  on  new  material. 
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usually  with  2 spiuous  processes ; preopercle  with  4 or  5.  Mouth  terminal, 
usually  large,  with  villiform  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  and  usually  on  the 
palatines.  Premaxillaries  protractile;  maxillary  broad,  without  supple- 
mental hone,  not  slipping  under  preorhital.  Gill  openings  wide,  extending 
forward  below ; the  gill  membranes  separate  and  free  from  the  isthmus; 
usually  no  slit  behind  the  fourth  gill.  Scales  ctenoid,  or  sometimes 
cycloid,  usually  well  developed,  sometimes  nearly  obsolete.  Lateral  line 
single,  continuous,  concurrent  with  the  back ; a narrow  bony  stay  extend- 
ing backward  from  the  suborbital  toward  the  preopercle.  Ventral  fins 
thoracic,  of  the  normal  percoid  form,  I,  5,  the  rays  branched ; dorsal  fin 
continuous,  sometimes  so  deeply  notched  as  to  divide  it  into  2 parts,  with 
8 to  16  rather  strong  spines  and  about  as  many  soft  rays ; anal  rather  short, 
with  3 spines  and  5 to  10  soft  rays;  soft  rays  in  all  the  fins  branched, 
except  some  or  all  of  rays  of  the  pectorals ; pyloric  caeca  in  moderate  or 
small  number  (less  than  12).  Pseudobranchiae  large.  Air  bladder  usually 
present.  Actinosts  moderate,  inserted  on  the  posterior  edges  of  hypercora- 
coid and  hypocoracoid ; ribs  borne  on  enlarged  pleurapophyses.  Post- 
temporal bifurcate,  normally  connected ; myodome  more  or  less  developed. 
Genera  about  30;  species  about  250,  inhabiting  all  seas,  but  especially 
abundant  in  the  temperate  parts  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  they  form  a 
large  proportion  of  the  fish  fauna.  They  are  nonmigratory  fishes  living 
about  rock...  Most  of  them  are  of  large  size,  and  all  are  used  as  food. 
Many  of  them  are  viviparous,  the  young  being  produced  in  great  numbers 
when  about  i inch  in  length.  (Triglidcv,  group  Scorpwnina,  Gunther,  Cat., 
II,  95,  1860.) 

Sebastin^  : 

a.  Dorsal  spines  more  than  12 ; vertebras  more  than  10  + 14. 

6.  Dorsal  spines  15  or  16;  vertebras  about  12  -|- 19;  palatine  teeth  present;  top  of 
bead  scaly,  scales  ctenoid. 

c.  Anal  III,  7 or  8;  pectorals  long,  narrow;  vertebras  12  + 19  = 31. 

Sebastes,  688. 

cc.  Anal  III,  5;  pectorals  with  lower  rays  broadened  or  prolonged  into  lingiii- 
formlobe;  vertebrae  11 -f  18  = 29.  Sebastolobus,  689. 

bb.  Dorsal  spines  13  or  14;  vertebras  12 -(-15  = 27. 

d.  Palatine  teeth  present.  Sebastodes,  690. 

dd.  Palatine  teeth  none.  Sebastopsis,  691. 

SCORP.ENIN^ : 

aa.  Dorsal  spines  12;  vertebras  10 -(-14  = 24. 

e.  Palatine  teeth  present;  anal  rays  usually  III,  5. 

/.  Bones  of  bead  scarcely  cavernous;  occiput  with  2 pairs  of  spines;  scales 
ctenoid  or  provided  with  dermal  flaps. 
g.  Pectoral  with  some  of  its  median  rays  more  or  less  branched. 

h.  Scales  on  top  and  sides  of  bead  ctenoid;  cranium  much  as  in 
Sebastodes,  the  armature  moderate.  Helicolknus,  692. 

hh.  Scales  on  top  and  sides  of  bead  cycloid  or  wanting;  cranium 
with  many  spines.  Scokp^na,  693. 

gg.  Pectoral  rays  all  simple;  bead  more  or  less  scaly,  the  scales  ctenoid. 

PONTINUS,  694. 

ff.  Bones  of  bead  with  large  muciferous  cavities;  occiput  with  only  1 pair  of 
spines;  scales  cycloid;  pectoral  rays  20  or  more;  bead  scaleless  above; 
no  groove  at  occiput ; some  of  the  pectoral  rays  branched. 

SETARCHES,  695. 
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688.  SEBASTES,  Cuvier. 

(Rose-fishes.) 

Sebastes,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Etl.  2,  Vol.il,  166,  1829  (norvegica—marinus). 

Eiisebastes,  Sauvage,  Noiiv.  Archives  Mus.  Paris  (2)  l,  1878,  1421  (no)-vegicuii). 

Body  oblong,  compressed.  Head  large,  scaly  above  and  on  sides;  cra- 
nial ridges  well  developed.  Mouth  terminal,  very  broad,  oblique,  the 
broad  short  maxillary  extending  to  below  the  eye;  lower  jaw  projecting, 
with  a bony  knob  at  the  symphysis,  fitting  into  a rostral  notch;  villiform 
teeth  on  jaws,  vomer  and  palatines.  Eye  very  large,  close  to  upper  pro- 
file; preopercle  with  5 diverging  spines,  opercle  with  2;  suprascapular 
spines  strong;  gill  rakers  long,  slender.  Scales  small,  ctenoid,  irregularly 
arranged;  no  dermal  flaps.  Dorsal  fin  continuous,  very  long,  the  spinous 
part  much  longer  than  the  soft  part,  of  15  strong  spines ; anal  spines  3, 
strong;  caudal  emarginate;  pectorals  long,  narrow.  Branchiostegals  7. 
Vertebrie  12 -f  19  = 31.  Coloration  mostly  red.  Ovoviviparous.  One 
species  known,  in  the  North  Atlantic.  (dt/Jadro?,  magnificent.) 

2174.  SEBASTES  MARIXUS  (Linnaeus). 

(ROSEFIS  I ; REDFISH;  SnAPPER;  IIe:MDURGAN.) 

Head  3;  depth  24.  D.  XV,  13;  A.  HI,  7 ; lateral  line  40  (tubes);  scales 
about  85.  Body  ovate ; back  elevated,  the  ventral  outline  straightish ; top 
of  head  evenly  scaled;  interorbital  space  with  2 low  ridges,  between 
which  it  is  concave;  nasal  spines  present;  cranial  ridges  moderate,  rather 
low  and  sharp,  the  spines  sharp;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular, 
tympanic,  and  parietal  ridges  present,  the  latter  with  the  tips  abruptly 
divergent  and  with  parietal  and  nuchal  spines;  suprascapular  spines A^ery 
sharp  and  prominent ; opercular  spines  long  and  sharp  ; subopercular  spine 
prominent;  preopercular  spines  slender  and  sharp,  the  second  longest; 
suborbital  stay  close  under  orbit,  not  reaching  preopercle ; preorbital  nar- 
row, with  2 spines.  Eye  exceedingly  large,  3 in  head,  more  than  twice  as 
wide  as  interorbital  space.  Mouth  A^ery  large,  oblique;  maxillary  very 
broad,  reaching  middle  of  eye,  its  length  24  in  head;  premaxillaries  on 
leA’^el  of  middle  of  pupil;  tij)  of  loAver  jaw  much  projecting,  with  a con- 
spicuous, pointed  symphyseal  knob;  mandible  and  maxillary  scaly; 
pseudobranchim  very  large;  gill  rakers  long,  stiff  and  strong.  Dorsal 
spines  sharp,  the  longest  about  as  long  as  eye,  the  fin  deeply  emarginate,  the 
soft  rays  not  very  high,  higher  than  the  spines ; caudal  narrow,  moderately 
forked;  anal  spines  moderate,  graduated,  the  second  a little  shorter  than 
eye;  pectoral  rather  long,  reaching  vent,  its  base  narrow,  some  of  the 
upper  rays  divided;  A^entral  reaching  to  vent.  Scales  small,  irregular,  not 
strongly  ctenoid.  Orange  red,  nearly  uniform,  sometimes  a dusky  oper- 
cular blotch,  and  about  5 A^ague  dusky  bars  on  the  back;  peritoneum 
brownish.  Length  18  inches.  North  Atlantic,  abundant  on  both  coasts, 
especially  northward;  recorded  from  the  north  and  west  coasts  of  Europe 
to  the  British  Channel,  rare  south  of  the  Faroe  Islands;  Arctic  Ocean, 
Spitzbergen ; Iceland,  Greenland ; a shore  fish  as  far  south  as  Maine,  south- 
ward in  deeper  waters,  as  far  as  off  coast  of  middle  New  Jersey.  Accord- 
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ing  to  Goode  & Bean  it  l)reed8  abundantly  off  the  south  coast  of  New 
England  in  late  summer  l>etween  100-180  fathoms  and  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  young  rise  to  the  surface;  the  fry  were  caught  by 
the  bushel  at  these  depths,  (marinus-,  marine.)  An  important  food-fish 
beautifully  colored.  (Eu.) 

Perea  marina,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  i,  290,  1758,  Norway;  Artedi’s  reference  to 
Serrnnus  sc  riba  erroneously  included  in  the  synonymy. 

Perea  norvegica,  Ascanius,  leones  Rev.  Nat.  1772,  i,  7,  tab.  16,  Norway. 

Holocentrus  sanguineus,  Faber,  Fische  Islands,  126, 1829,  Iceland. 

Sebastes  septentrionalis,  Gaimard,  Voy.  Islands  and  Groi-nland,  Poiss,  pi.  9. 

Sebastes  fasciatus,*  Storer,  Proc.  Post.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  V,  31, 1854,  Provincetown,  Mass.; 

young  specimen,  said  to  have  hut  13  dorsal  spines. 

Perea  norivegica,  Muller,  Zodl.  Danica,  46, 1779. 

Sebastes  norwegicus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  327,  pi.  87,  1829; 
Richardson,  Fauna  Boreali-Amer.,  52,  1836;  Storer,  Hist.  Fishes  Mass.,  38,  pi.  8,  fig. 
1, 1867 ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  95, 1860 ; Gunther,  Challenger  Report,  xxii.  Deep  Sea  Fishes, 
17,  1880;  Collett,  Norges  Fishes,  19;  Day,  Fishes  of  Great  Britain,  i,  42,  pi.  18; 
Goode  & Bean,  Bull.  Essex  Inst.,  xi,  14. 

Sebastes  marinus,  White,  Cat.  Brit.  Fish.,  8;  Collett,  Norske  Nordhavs  Expedition, 
Fiske,  15,  pi.  1,  figs.  3 and  4, 1880 ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  651,  1883 ; Lill-ieborg, 
Sveriges  och  Norges  Fiskar,  92, 1891 ; Goode  Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  260,  fig. 
248, 1896. 

Sebastes  viriparit*,  tKROYER,  N.aturhi.st.  Tidsskr.,  l,  275, 1844-45,  Norway,  in  shallow  water; 

Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1863, 333 ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  96. 

Sebastes  marinus  viviparus,  Jordan  & Gilbert  Synopsis,  651, 1883. 

Sebastes  regulus,  Ekstrom,  Skand.  Fish.,  Ed.  i,  197,  plate  only,  no  description. 

689.  SEBASTOLOBUS,  Gill. 

Sebastolobus,  GiLL,  Report  Smithsonian  Institution  1880,375  (1881),  (macrochir). 

Pectorals  with  a wide  base,  produced  backward  near  the  upper  margin 
and  not  medially,  lower  rays  thickened,  cxtmiding  much  beyond  rays  next 
above  in  a linguiform  lobe;  vmitrals  directly  under  axils  of  pectorals, 
with  the  outer  rays  produced,  thick,  branched;  anal  III,  5;  vertebrin 
11-1-18  = 29;  otherwise  as  in  Sebastes.  Pacific  Ocean  in  deep  water. 
{6Efia6r6i,  Sebastes;  Xo^6<;,  lobe.) 

a.  Dor.sal  rays  XVI,  9;  branchiostegals  naked ; eye  3?  in  head.  alascanus,  2175. 

aa.  Dorsal  rays  XV,  9 ; branchiostegals  scaly ; eye  2|  in  head.  altivelis,  2176. 

2175.  SEBASTOLOBUS  ALASCAXCS,  Bean. 

Head  slightly  more  than  2|;  depth!.  D.  XVI  or  XVII,  9;  A.  Ill,  5;  pec- 
toral 22.  Lateral  line  31  (pores).  Body  compressed,  head  large,  about  as 
wide  as  high.  Eye  large,  33  in  head,  a little  longer  than  snout.  Interor- 
bital space  narrow,  concave,  nearly  3 in  orbit,  with  a pair  of  obscure  lou- 

* Body  elongated,  not  convex  in  front  of  dorsal  fin;  4 di.stinct  dark-brown  transverse 
bands  on  the  sides,  the  broadest  at  the  posterior  portion  of  the  body.  Dorsal  XIII,  14; 
anal  III,  7.  (Storer.)  This  is  doubtless  a young  example  of  Sebastes  marinus,  and  not  a 
Sebastodes. 

t Sebastes  viviparus  is  thought  to  be  a shore  form  or  variety  of  Sebastes  marinus.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  distinguish  it.  The  characters  alleged  are  the  following: 

General  color  brownish  red,  somewhat  mottled,  with  a blackish  blotch  on  the  opercle, 
and  some  other  brownish  spots  on  the  body.  Pectoral  fins  a little  longer  than  in  Sebastes 
marinus;  intcrocular  space  rather  narrower.  Head3i;  depth  3^.  D.  XV,  14;  A.  Ill,  8. 
Northern  seas  of  Europe;  smaller  than  the  jireceding,  and  living  near  shore;  thought  to 
be  a shallow  water  variety;  perhaps  confined  to  the  fjords  and  deep  bays  of  the  North. 
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gitiidinal  ridges.  Cranial  ridges  thin  and  sharp,  rather  high;  nasal, 
preocular,  postocular,  tympanic  and  nuchal  spines  prominent,  sharp,  the 
supraocular  and  parietal  smaller,  all  arranged  in  a nearly  straight  line;  a 
small  sharp  spine  behind  orbit,  followed  by  a larger  ridge  and  spine;  a 
rather  sharp  spine  on  shoulder;  preorhital  with  2 broad  blunt  lobes  or 
spines,  with  a large  pore  between  them;  suborhital  ridge  nearly  continu- 
ous from  front  of  preorhital  to  preopercle,  close  up  under  eye,  thiu  and 
high,  with  1 spine  under  anterior  margin  of  orbit,  another  under  its 
middle,  and  2 behind  orbit;  uppermost  preopercular  spine  long,  with  a 
smaller  one  in  front  of  its  base,  the  following  4 much  smaller,  the  last  one 
minute;  opercular  ridges  and  spines  weak.  Mouth  large,  nearly  horizon- 
tal, maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  posterior  margin  of  orbit,  about  2 to  2f  in 
head;  jaws  equal,  the  lower  included  laterally  and  terminating  with  a 
slight  symphyseal  knob;  anterior  ends  of  premaxillaries  enlarged,  den- 
tigerous, with  a |)romiuent  bony  projection,  and  widely  separated  by  an 
interval  into  which  fits  the  tip  of  lower  jaw.  Teeth  in  very  narrow  hands 
on  vomer  and  palatines,  in  broader  bands  on  jaws.  Gill  rakers  short,  den- 
ticulate, about  11  movable  and  about  5 rudiments  on  anterior  limb  of  first 
arch.  Pseudobranchiffi  rather  large.  Dorsal  spines  rather  low,  the  fourth 
and  fifth  longest,  about  in  head,  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  very 
short,  more  than  3 in  the  fifth;  second  anal  spine  longest  and  strongest, 
24  in  head,  a little  longer  than  soft  rays,  but  not  reaching  their  tips  when 
laid  back;  origin  of  ventrals  under  base  of  pectorals;  pectoral  rays 
long,  reaching  to  vent,  and  much  beyond  tip  of  ventrals ; rays  nearly  all 
branched,  the  upper  much  longer,  about  7 lower  rays  broad  and  exserted; 
base  of  pectoral  not  procurrent,  broad,  3f  in  head.  Scales  on  body  large, 
strongly  ctenoid,  those  on  head  partly  cycloid;  mandible,  branchiostegal 
membranes,  and  tip  of  suout  naked;  maxillary  with  a jJfitch  of  scales; 
preopercle  with  a few;  preorhital,  cheeks  and  interorhital  space  scaly; 
basal  half  of  pectoral  membranes  and  whole  of  rays,  basal  part  of  spi- 
nous dorsal,  basal  half  of  soft  dorsal  membranes  and  whole  length  of  rays 
and  the  ventrals,  caudal  and  anal  almost  entirely  scaled;  breast  scaly; 
basal  part  of  ventrals  naked.  Color  red;  a dark  patch  between  first  and 
third  dorsal  spines,  another  between  sixth  and  eleventh ; distal  parts  of 
caudal  and  ventrals  and  lower  rays  of  pectorals  dark;  gill  cavities  some- 
what dusky;  peritoneum  white.  Bering  Sea  and  Pacific  coast  of  Alaska, 
Washington,  Oregon,  and  California,  in  109  to  786  fathoms.  Here  de- 
scribed from  specimens  obtained  by  the  Allyatross.  (alascanus,  Alaskan.) 

Sebastolobii^  alascanus,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1890, 44,  off  Trinity  Islands,  Alaska, 
in  159  fathoms  (Coll.  Albatross) ; Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Pish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  409.^ 


* Dr.  Gilbert  has  the  following  note  on  Sebastolobus  alascanus: 

“ Eesembling  closely  S.  macrocMr,  hut  diliering  constantly  in  the  increased  number  of 
dorsal  spines,  16  (17  in  one  specimen)  instead  of  15,  and  in  the  longer  second  anal  spine. 
Head  23  in  length;  depth  4 (in  specimen  360  mm.  long).  Pores  of  lateral  line  35.  Dorsal 
XVI,  9°  anal  III,  5 ; pectoral  21.  Mouth  large,  the  maxillary  nearly  reaching  vertical  from 
posterior  border  of  orbit,  2 to  21  in  head,  its  width  greater  Than  diameter  of  pupil.  Pre- 
maxillary band  of  teeth  wide,  shutting  largely  outside  mandible  in  front  and  on  the 
sides;  a "conspicuous  tubercle  at  tip  of  each  premaxillary  with  a deep  emargination  be- 
tween the  two.  into  which  fits  the  tip  of  the  mandible.  A small  knob  at  mandibular 
symphysis.  Eye  large,  3ito  3^11  head,  2|  times  the  interorbital  width.  Cranial  ridges  and 
spines  about  as  in  the  other  species  of  the  genus,  but  the  occipital  ridges  not  strongly 
diverging,  as  in  S.  macrochir.  Preorhital  posteriorly  with  a spinous  point,  as  in  S.  altivelis. 
Dorsal  spines  low,  the  contour  of  the  fin  evenly  rounded,  the  spines  increasing  regularly 
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2176.  SEHASTOLOBl'S  ALTIVELIS,  Gilbert. 

Body  slender,  depth  3f  in  length;  head  2|;  lateral  line  33  to  35  pores. 
D.  XV,  9;  A.  Ill,  5;  pectoral  22,  Mouth  large,  2 in  head,  maxillary  reach- 
ing posterior  margin  of  pupil;  mandible  laterally  and  in  front  shut- 
ting within  tho  wide  premaxillary  hand  of  teeth,  its  tip  fitting  into  an 
emargination  between  premaxillaries,  and  hearing  a short  symphyseal 
knob.  Bands  of  teeth  on  mandible,  vomer,  and  palatines  narrow.  Eye 
very  large,  3 in  head,  3 times  interorhital  width.  Interorbital  narrow, 
scaled,  concave,  with  2 low,  rounded  ridges.  Cranial  ridges  strong,  ter- 
minating in  sharp  spines,  agreeing  with  those  in  <S'.  alascanus  and  S.  macro- 
chir,* *  Preorbital  wide,  partially  overlapping  middle  third  of  maxillary, 
posteriorly  with  a forwardly  directed  triangular  spine,  in  front  of  which 
is  a long  slit-like  mucous  pore.  A blunt  tubercle  directed  forward  from 
front  of  each  premaxillary,  less  prominent  than  in  S.  alascanus.  Dorsal 
spines  long  and  comparatively  strong,  the  third  always  the  highest, 
the  outline  of  fin  behind  it  straight  or  concave,  never  convexly  rounded, 
as  in  S.  viacrochir  and  *S'.  alascanus.  In  the  type  specimen  the  longest 
spine  is  contained  Ij  times  in  length  of  head.  The  spine  before 
the  last  is  scarcely  longer  than  the  one  preceding,  the  last  spine  again 
lengthened.  Second  anal  spine  usually  curved,  much  longer  and  stronger 
than  third  and  longer  than  soft  rays,  its  length  1|  to  2 in  head.  In  the 
type  it  is  abnormally  curved.  A'entrals  reaching  to  vent ; pectorals  to  front 
of  anal;  pectoral  fin  very  broad,  the  lower  7 rays  thickened  and  extended 
beyond  membranes,  the  lobe  thus  formed  subject  to  much  variation,  being 
unusually  short  in  the  type.  Scales  rough  ctenoid.  Mandible  scaled  at 
base  only,  the  head  otherwise  completely  invested,  including  the  brauchi- 
ostegal  rays  and  membranes.  Fin  membranes  covered  with  fine  ctenoid 
scales.  Color  red ; a dark  blotch  on  membranes  between  first  and  third 


from  the  first  to  the  fourth,  then  a.s  regularly  diminishing  to  the  fourteenth : the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  again  lengthened.  The  longest  spine  is  contained  from  2.J  to  2|  times  in 
the  length  of  the  head.  Second  anal  spine  lougei  and  stronger  than  third,  equaling  or 
exceeding  length  of  soft  rays,  its  length  2 to  2i  in  that  of  head.  Ventrals  usually  scarcely 
reaching  vent,  the  pectorals  not  reaching  front  of  anal.  Lower  pectoral  lobe  unusually 
broad,  contains  7 to  9 thickened  rays.  Head  less  completely  scaled  than  in  S.  altivelis,  the 
branchiostegals,  mandible,  maxillary,  and  lower  portion  of  preopercle  whollj'  naked. 
Color  red;  a black  blotch  occupies  the  membranes  of  the  first  three  dorsal  spines,  a sec- 
ond extends  from  the  sixth  to  the  eleventh  spines;  margin  of  pectoral  and  ventral  fins 
black;  no  black  blotch  behind  second  anal  spine;  peritoneum  and  liuiug  of  gill  cavity 
white.  This  .species  differs  from  »S'.  altivelis  in  the  lower,  longer,  evenly  rounded  .spinous 
dorsal,  the  white  lining  of  the  gill  cavity,  and  the  partlv  naked  head.  It  was  taken 
abundantly  on  the  Alaskan  expedition,  being  repre.sented  from  the  following  stations: 
3227,  3324,  3330,  3331,  3332.  3337,  3338,  3339,  3340,  3343,  3346,  3347,  and  3348.  These  are  located 
11)  Bering  Sea,  north  of  Unalaska  Island;  in  the  Xorth  Pacific  southeast  of  Unimak 
Island,  and  otf  the  coasts  of  Washington,  Oregon,  and  California,  in  depths  of  from  109 
to  786  fathoms.  ” 

* The  following  is  a de.scription  of  the  type  of  the  genus  Sebastolohu  a from  Japan: 

Sebaatolobus  macrochir  (Giinther):  Head  2^;  depth  3J.  D.  XY,  6;  A.  Ill,  5;  P.  22  (V). 
Lat.  line,  about  45.  Scales  rather  regular.  Eye  very  large,  much  longer  than  snout,  3 in 
head.  Mouth  wide,  maxillarj'  reaching  beyond  middle  of  eye.  Teeth  ou  mandibles, 
vomer,  and  palatines  in  very  narrow  bauds,  those  on  premaxillarieo  m somewhat  broader 
bauds.  Interorhital  space  tiattish.  narrow,  scaleless,  about  2^  in  orbit.  Occipital  region 
flat,  with  some  rudimentary  scales.  Preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympauic,  pari- 
etal, and  nuchal  spines  present.  Interorbitai  stay  with  strong  spines.  Preopercle  with 
5 pointed  spines.  Each  ramus  of  mandible  with  3 large  pores.  Dorsal  spines  rather  fee- 
ble, third  to  sixth  longest,  2^  in  head.  Anal  spines  stronger,  but  .shorter  than  longest 
dorsal  spines.  Caudal  truncate.  Pectoral  extremely  broad,  5 or  6 lower  rays  elongated 
beyond  those  above  them,  their  extremities  somewhat  thickened,  and  used  like  the  simi- 
lar outer  ventral  rays,  as  an  organ  of  locomotion.  Pectorals  reaching  vent,  ventrals 
beyond  vent.  Eed,  a large  black  spot  on  posterior  half  of  spinous  dorsal,  another  between 
anal  spines.  Length  11  inches.  Inland  sea  of  Japan,  off  Inosima,  345  fathoms.  (Gunther.) 
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dorsal  spines,  and  a large  one  beginning  back  of  fourth  spine  and  extend- 
ing along  entire  upper  edge  of  fin  : edge  of  pectoral,  ventral,  anal,  and 
sometimes  caudal,  black.  In  some  specimens  a black  blotch  on  membrane 
back  of  second  anal  spine,  as  in  S.  macrochir.  Opercular  lining  blackish, 
this  visible  externally  as  a dusky  blotch.  Aleutian  Islands.  The  type  is 
a specimen  325  mm.  (12f  inches)  long,  taken  south  of  the  Alaskan  Penin- 
sula of  Alaska  at  a depth  of  625  fathoms.  Xo  other  specimens  were 
secured  during  the  Alaskan  expedition  of  1890,  but  the  species  was  later 
found  to  be  almost  equally  abundant  with  S.  alascanus  in  deep  water  oft” 
the  coast  of  California.  From  S.  alascanus  it  is  distinguishable  at  sight 
by  the  contour  of  the  spinous  dorsal  fin,  the  smaller  number  of  dorsal 
spines,  and  the  dusky  lining  of  the  opercle.  From  S.  macrochir,  with 
which  it  agrees  in  its  fin  formula,  it  is  distinguished  by  the  greater  height 
of  both  dorsal  and  anal  spines,  and  in  the  different  contour  of  the  spinous 
dorsal. 

The  following  description  is  taken  (by  Mr.  Cramer)  from  a specimen 
from  oft’  San  Diego  : 

Head  21  to  2J;  depth  3f.  D.  XV,  9;  A.  Ill,  5.  Transverse  row  of  scales 
about  33.  Body  compressed ; head  rather  large,  very  slightly  compressed 
in  region  of  orbit.  Eye  very  large,  orbit  2f  in  head,  nearly  twice  as  large 
as  snout.  Interorbital  space  very  narrow,  31  in  orbit,  moderately  con- 
cave, with  2 closely  approximated  frontal  ridges.  Cranial  ridges  thin  aud 
sharp,  not  very  high;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  parie- 
tal, and  nuchal  spines  present,  arranged  in  a straight  line,  all  sharp;  a 
sharp  spine  behind  orbit,  2 on  shoulder.  Mouth  large,  nearly  horizontal; 
maxillary  reaching  posterior  margin  of  pupil,  24iu  head,  somewhat  dilated 
behind.  Jaws  e(iual ; lower  jaw  included  laterally,  and  with  a very  slight 
.symphyseal  knob ; premaxillaries  not  meeting  in  front,  each  with  a small 
bony  prominence;  tip  of  lower  jaw  fitting  into  the  emargination.  Broad 
bands  of  teeth  on  jaws  and  narrow  bands  on  vomer  and  palatines.  Pre- 
orV)ital  rather  broad,  with  2 large  slit-like  pores,  its  lower  margin  sinuate, 
without  spines;  suborbital  stay  close  under  rim  of  orbit,  with  3 sharp 
spines,  the  sharp,  high  keel  beginning  at  anterior  edge  of  preorbital  and 
extending  across  preopercle;  preopercular  spines  small,  sharp,  diverging, 
the  uppermost  largest,  with  a small  spine  in  front  of  its  base;  opercular 
spines  minute.  Xo  pit  between  suborbital  stay  and  orbit.  Gill  rakers 
short,  15  on  anterior  limb;  pseudobranchise  small.  Xo  pit  at  occiput; 
space  between  parietal  ridges  slightly  concave.  Anterior  dorsal  spines 
somewhat  curved,  the  third  longest,  21  in  head,  the  thirteenth  about  i as 
long;  longest  soft  rays  about  equal  to  longest  spine;  second  anal  spine 
strongly  curved,  much  stronger  and  longer  than  third,  about  in  head, 
reaching  beyond  soft  rays;  A'entrals  not  attached  to  belly  by  a mem- 
brane: pectorals  reaching  far  beyond  ventrals,  about  to  origin  of  anal; 
lower  5 rays  slightly  thickened,  exserted,  rays  all  branched;  base  of  fin 
broad,  about  31  in  head,  not  jirocurrent.  Scales  of  body  large,  very 
strongly  ctenoid,  easily  deciduous,  those  on  head  cycloid ; maxillary,  pre- 
orbital, cheeks,  interorbital  space,  opercle,  breast  and  branchiostegal  mem- 
branes scaly:  fins  thickly  covered  with  cycloid  scales;  lower  jaw  naked. 
Color  in  alcohol  reddish;  a small  dark  blotch  between  first  and  third 
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dorsal  spines ; spinous  dorsal  black-edged ; tips  of  caudal  and  ventral  fins 
and  of  posterior  anal  and  lower  pectoral  rays  dusky ; peritoneum  silvery 
with  scattered  small  black  spots.  Length  about  a foot.  Alaskan  I’enin- 
sula  to  San  Diego,  in  deep  water,  {altivelia;  alius,  high;  velum,  sail.) 

Sebastolobus  altivelis,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  410,  pi.  23,  south  of  the 
Alaskan  Peninsula  at  Albatross  Station  3338,  in  625  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  not 
assigned,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Gilbert.) 

Sebastes  macrochir,  GuntheH,  Challenger  Keport,  Shore  Fishes,  65,  pi.  27,  1880,  Inland  Sea 
of  Japan,  off  Inosima,  in  345  fathoms. 

690.  SEBASTODES,  Gill. 

(Kockfishes.) 

Sebastodes,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 165  {paucispinis). 

Sebastichthys,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  329  (nigrocinctus). 

Sebastosomiis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864, 147  (melanops) . 

Sebastomxis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864, 147  (rosaceus). 

Acutomentum,  Eigenmann  & Beeson,  American  Naturalist  1893,  669  (ovalis). 

Prirnospina,  Eigenmann  & Beeson,  American  Naturalist  1893,  669  {mystinus). 

Pteropodus,  Eigenmann  & Beeson,  American  Naturalist  1893,  670  (maliger). 

Auctospina,  Eigenmann  & Beeson,  American  Naturalist  1893,  670  (auricidatus) . 

Rosicola,  Jordan  <fc  Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes  N.  and  M.  A.,  429, 1896  {pinniger). 
Eosebastes,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes  N.  and  M.  A.,430, 1896  (aurora). 
ilispanisctts,  Jordan  (fc  Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes  N.  andM.  A.,  431, 1896  (rubrivinctus)  ^ 
Emxnelas,  Jordan  <fc  Evermann,  new  subgenus  (glaucus). 

Body  and  head  somewhat  compressed ; head  large,  2|  to  3f  in  length  of 
body depth  2^  to  3|  in  length  of  body;  mouth  moderate  or  large,  with 
the  jaws  equal  or  the  lower  more  or  less  projecting;  the  maxillary  reach- 
ing middle  of  eye  or  beyond,  sometimes  beyond  posterior  edge  of  orbit,  its 
length  from  If  to  3 in  head;  teeth  in  villiform  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and 
palatines.  Head  more  or  less  evenlj^  scaled,  without  dermal  flaps;  inter- 
orbital space  convex  or  concave,  widening  markedly  with  age;  cranial 
ridges  t more  or  less  developed,  one  or  more  of  the  following  pairs  always 


*The  length  of  body  in  these  descriptions  is  measured  in  the  usual  way,  i.  e.,  from 
tip  of  snout  to  base  of  caudal  tin. 

t Diagram  of  cranial  ridges  of  Sebastodes. 
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present,  nsiially  ending  in  spines : preocular,  supraocular,  postocular, 
tympanic,  coronal,  parietal,  and  nuchal.  Five  preopercular  and  2 oper- 
cular spines ; 1 to  3 spines  on  the  suprascapula.  Suhorhital  stay  moderate, 
usually  not  reaching  preopercle.  Gill  rakers  various,  from  very  long  and 
slender  to  very  short.  Seales  moderate  or  small,  mostly  ctenoid,  35  to  100 
transverse  series.  Dorsal  fin  continuous,  emarginate,  its  formula  XIII,  12 
to  16;  anal  fin  III,  5 to  9.  Pectorals  well  developed,  the  base  broad  or 
narrow,  the  lower  rays  undivided.  Caudal  slightly  rounded,  truncate,  or 
slightly  forked;  soft  parts  of  vertical  fins  more  or  less  scaly.  Pyloric 
c;eca  6 to  11.  Vertebne  12  15.  Species  of  varied,  often  brilliant  colors, 

mostly  red.  Sexes  colored  alike.  The  group  inhabits  the  two  shores  of 
the  Xorthern  Pacific  Ocean;  some  of  the  species  are  extremely  localized; 
exceedingly  abundant  in  rocky  places  along  the  west  coast  of  the  United 
States.  They  seem  to  disappear  rather  abruptly  to  the  south  of  southern 
California,  and  the  number  of  species  dwindles  northward;  none  Arctic, 


Spines:  a,  preocular;  h,  supraocular;  c,  postocular;  d,  tympanic;  c,  parietal. 

the  bulk  of  the  group  inhabiting  temperate  waters.  The  vertical  range 
of  most  of  the  sjtecies  is  rather  limited;  some  live  in  and  near  tide  water, 
and  a few  sj)ecies  have  been  taken  at  a depth  of  1,600  feet.  All  are 
ovoviviparous,  bringing  forth  great  numbers  of  young,  which  are  nearly  i 
inch  in  length  when  born.  The  species  differ  greatly  in  form  and  arma- 
ture, and  in  the  extension  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  but  the  genera 
based  on  these  differences  intergrade  too  closely  to  admit  of  definition, 
notwithstanding  the  great  differences  which  appear  on  comparison  of 
extreme  forms. 

The  following  detailed  remarks  on  the  osteology  and  relations  of  SeJ)as- 
todes  are  taken  from  Cramer’s  memoir,  ‘^On  the  cranial  characters  of  the 
genus  Sehastodes 


*Proc.  Gal.  Ac.  Sci  .,  series  2,  Tol.  v.  1895,  573-610,  pis.  57-70;  reprinted  as  Contributions 
to  Biology  from  the  Hopkins  Seaside  Laboratory,  Xo.  ii. 
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The  characteristic  spines  and  ridges  are:  The  i)reocnlar  on  the  anterior 
superior  border  of  the  orbit;  the  supraocular,  near  the  edge  of  the  frontal 
bone  above  the  middle  of  the  orbit;  the  postocular,  behind  the  supraocu- 
lar, and  the  tympanic,  behind  the  postocular  on  the  frontal  bone  near  the 
superior  posterior  angle  of  the  orbit;  and  the  parietal,  present  in  all  the 
species,  a longitudinal  ridge  on  the  middle  of  the  parietal  bone.  Of  these 
ridges  all  may  be  absent  except  the  parietal,  and  in  the  different  species 
ill  which  they  are  present  differ  exceedingly  in  the  degree  of  their  devel- 
opment. The  thickness  of  the  bones  of  the  skull  is  generally  correlated 
with  other  characters,  rather  thin  papery  skulls  bearing  strongly  devel- 
oped bony  ridges,  while  thicker  and  more  bony  skulls  have  the  ridges  low 
or  obsolete.  But  there  are  several  exceptions  to  the  rule.  Other  charac- 
ters at  first  seem  important,  but  as  they  occur  in  a few  species  only,  far 
apart  in  the  series,  they  must  be  regarded  as  sporadic.  Thus  nuchal 
spines  are  present  in  8.  levis,  chlorostictus,  aurora,  and  coustellatus  (in  the 
last  species  connected  with  a tendency  of  the  ridges  to  break  up  into 
spines  and  tubercles),  but  they  are  inconstant  even  in  the  species  in  which 
they  occur,  so  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  are  always  present  in  any 
species.  The  coronal  spines,  likewise  inconstant,  are  usually  present  in 
S.  aurora,  and  nearly  always  present  in  S.  aurieulatus. 

In  some  species  in  which  pairs  of  spines  are  normally  absent,  these  are 
sometimes  present  in  a rudimentary  or  distorted  form,  either  singly  or  in 
pairs.  Although  the  paucispinis  group  is  characterized  by  the  absence 
of  the  usual  pairs  of  spines  in  adults,  2 adult  paucispinis  skulls  had  a 
rudimentary  supra-  or  jiost-ocular  on  the  left  side,  and  a very  young  skull 
of  this  division  had  rudimentary  tympanic  spines  on  both  sides  and  a 
postocular  on  the  left  side ; a medium-sized  melauops  had  a rudimentary 
right  tympanic;  and  a large  one  had  a pair  of  postoculars  and  a deformed 
left  supraocular;  a young  Jiavidus  had  a rudimentary  right  postocular;  in 
an  elomjatus,  in  which  the  supraoculars  are  normally  absent,  the  spines 
were  still  present  in  the  form  of  low  humps  on  the  ridge ; in  another  speci- 
men the  supraocular  spine  was  sharp  and  perfectly  distinct. 

Hilgendorf  expressed  the  belief  that  when  1 of  the  3 pairs  of  spines 
(supraocular,  postocular,  and  tympanic)  is  absent,  it  is  the  supraocular 
and  not  the  postocular  that  has  disappeared.*  This  is  proved  by  several 
series  of  facts.  AVhen  the  3 spines  are  present  together,  the  distance 
from  the  base  of  the  tympanic  to  the  base  of  the  supraocular  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  distance  from  the  supraocular  to  the  preocular  on  the 
other  hand,  are  to  each  other  in  many  species  as  1 to  1,  varying  from 
this  ratio  to  1 to  3 in  rosaceus;  while  where  1 of  the  spines  is  absent, 
the  relative  distances  Amry  from  3 to  10  to  3 to  15  (except  nebulosus,  2 to  5).* 
These  measurements  give  the  all  but  invariable  rule  that,  when  1 of  the 
spines  is  absent  the  so-called  supraocular  occupies  the  position  of  the 
postocular.  When  both  the  supraocular  and  postocular  are  present  and 

* Hilgendorf:  Uebersicht  iiber  die  japanischen  Sebastes-Arten,  Sitzungs-Bericht  der 
Gesellscbaft  Naturforscbendeii  Freunde  zu  Berlin,  21.  Dec.,  1880,  p.  168.  “Das  maximum 
Ton  Doriien  am  Oberkopf  kommt  bei  S.  marmoratus  vor,  uamlich  einer  in  der  Hasenge- 
geud,  der  nasaldoru,  drei  auf  dem  Augenrand,  Orbital-dornen,  vondenen  der  mittlere  bei 
den  anderu  Arten  zuerst  verschwindet.” 
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differ  in  size  (which  is  usually  the  case),  the  supraocular  is  iuvariahly 
weaker  than  the  postocular.  The  depression  between  the  tympanic  and 
postocular  is  always  deep,  while  between  the  postocular  and  supraocular 
there  is  frequently  a well-marked  ridge  {clilorosiictus,  rhodochloris,  ruherri- 
mus).  In  levis  the  true  supraocular  is  usually  present;  in  the  skull  at 
hand  it  was  absent,  but  on  one  side  a blunt  knob  occupied  the  position 
required  by  the  rule  of  relative  distances,  and  just  behind  this  point,  on 
both  sides,  there  was  a depression  in  the  otherwise  continuous  ridge, 
marking  the  depression  between  the  supra-  and  post-oculars.  In  the  skull 
of  elongatus,  in  which  1 of  the  pairs  of  spines  is  normally  absent,  there 
is  a low,  conical,  rudimentary  spine  on  the  left  side,  occupying  the  posi- 
tion of  the  supraocular,  as  required  by  the  rule  of  relative  distances. 
These  facts,  taken  together,  seem  to  establish  the  conclusion  that  when 
1 of  the  trio  of  pairs  of  spines  is  absent,  the  supraocular  spine  has  dis- 
appeared, and  the  supraocular  ridge  merged  with  the  postocular. 

Of  the  changes  that  take  place  with  increasing  age,  the  following  are 
among  the  most  constant:  The  bones  of  the  skull  grow  thicker  and  in 
very  large  specimens  become  spongy.  The  processes  of  the  mesethmoid 
become  depressed;  and  the  ventral  process  of  the  basisphenoid,  when 
present  at  all,  sometimes  suffers  complete,  and  always  partial  absorption. 
The  iuterorbital  space  grows  relatively  wider,  this  being  one  of  the  most 
striking  and  constant  variations.  The  width  of  this  space  is  always  given 
as  measured  at  its  narrowest  part  (which  usually  falls  immediately  behind 
the  preocular  spines),  and  compared  with  the  total  length  of  the  base  of 
the  skull.  In  a young  rexillaris,  the  ratio  of  interorbital  width  into  the 
length  of  the  base  of  the  skull  is  5f,  in  a medium-sized’ one  4|,  and  in  a 
large  one  4.  In  a young  maliger  it  is  4f,  in  an  old  one  4^;  in  a young 
miniatus  3i,  in  an  old  one  3 n ; in  a jonug  flavidus  in  an  old  one  3.  In 
a very  young  ruherrimus  it  is  6f,  in  one  2 or  3 times  as  large  5f,  in  one  in 
which  the  cranial  ridges  are  almost  completely  serrated  5,  and  in  a very 
large  old  specimen  42% . 

It  will  l)e  seen  from  the  key  given  below  that  in  several  parts  of  the 
group  closely  related  species  have  the  parietals  in  contact;  but  while  this 
serves  well  as  a character  of  subordinate  importance,  the  mere  fact  that 
any  2 species  have  parietals  which  meet  or  overlap  is  no  proof  of  affinity 
unless  it  is  supported  by  other  agreements.  The  most  reliable  cranial 
characters  for  the  purpose  of  classification  of  the  species  are : The  degree 
of  curvature  of  the  base  of  the  skull;  the  convexity  or  concavity  of  the 
interorbital  space  and  its  relative  width ; the  direction  of  the  mesethmoid 
processes;  the  degree  of  development  of  the  ventral  process  of  the  basi- 
sphenoid, and  the  strength  or  weakness  of  the  cranial  ridges.  These  char- 
acters are  closely  correlated,  and  furnish  the  only  basis  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  species  within  the  genus.  In  the  paucispinis,  melanops,  and 
jnnniger  groups  (see  classification  below)  the  base  of  the  skull  is  strikingly 
curved;  the  interorbital  space  is  always  convex  (at  most  flat,  never  con- 
cave) and  relatively  wide,  its  width  never  being  more  than  3|^  in  the 
length  of  the  base  of  the  skull;  the  mesethmoid  ^irocesses  are  never 
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direcied  upward;  the  ventral  process  of  the  basisphenoid  is  absent,  or 
reduced  to  a more  point,  or  at  most  occasionally  present  in  very  young 
specimens ; the  cranial  ridges  are  poorly  or  not  at  all  developed,  and  the 
spines  are  delicate  or  absent.  In  the  rosaceus-nehulosus  groui)s  the  base  of 
the  skull  is  straight  or  nearly  so;  the  interorbital  space  is  always  concave 
and  narrow,  its  ratio  in  the  base  of  the  skull  varying  from  4^  to  ; the 
mesethmoid  processes  are  always  directed  more  or  less  uj)ward;  and  the 
central  process  of  the  basisphenoid,  the  cranial  ridges  and  the  spines  are 
strongly  developed. 

These  2 groups  of  characters  would  furnish  an  ample  basis  for  the 
division  of  the  genus  into  2,  if  the  species  mentioned  were  alone  to  be 
considered.  But  between  the  2 groups  distinguished  by  these  characters 
lies  another  {introniger-aurora)  in  which  the  base  of  the  skull  is  somewhat 
curved  ('approaching  straightness),  the  interorbital  space  is  Hat  or  slightly 
concave,  of  medium  width,  4 to  4^  into  the  base  of  the  skull,  the  processes 
of  the  mesethmoid  are  directed  but  little  upward  and  the  ventral  process 
of  the  basisphenoid  is  poorly  developed.  By  the  interposition  of  this 
group  it  is  possible  to  arrange  a series  ixova  paucispiuis  to  rosacens  in  which 
there  is  an  almost  perfect  gradation  of  all  the  above-mentioned  characters, 
from  strikingly  curved  to  straight  base  of  skull,  from  convex  and  broad  to 
concave  and  narrow  intcrorbital  space,  from  mesethmoid  processes  de- 
pressed to  those  directed  45^  above  the  dorsal  plane  of  the  skull,  from  a 
rudimentary  to  a fully  developed  ventral  process  of  the  basisphenoid,  and 
from  nearly  obsolete  to  strongly  developed  cranial  ridges. 

The  single  species  ruherrimua  furnishes  at  different  stages  in  its  develop- 
ment a series  of  characters  that  parallel  in  a striking  way  the  series  just 
described.  The  very  young  skull  is  so  much  like  those  of  rosacens  and 
rhodochloris  that,  if.  it  were  the  onlj  ruherrivins  at  hand,  it  might  easily  be 
put  between  them  in  a series.  The  width  of  the  interorbital  si)ace  is  6^  into 
the  base  of  the  skull,  relatively  narrower  than  that  of  any  other  skull  in 
the  collection  of  50,  and  deeply  concave;  the  mesethmoid  processes  are 
directed  upward  and  the  ventral  process  of  the  basisphenoid  is  well  devel- 
oped. The  very  large  skull  of  the  same  species  is  almost  exactly  adapted 
to  the  description  of  the  aurora-introniger  group.  The  interorbital  space 
is  perfectly  flat  and  4-^/  into  the  base  of  the  skull,  the  mesethmoid  proc- 
esses extend  forward  nearly  horizontally  and  the  ventral  process  of  the 
basisphenoid  is  rudimentary.  The  gap  between  these  two  extremes  is 
completely  closed  by  skulls  of  intermediate  age. 

S.  saxicola  and  diploproa  constitute  another  intermediate  group  with  the 
base  of  the  skull  markedly  curved,  the  interorbital  space  slightly  convex 
or  flat,  of  medium  width,  3f  to  4^  into  the  base  of  the  skull,  mesethmoid' 
processes  directed  but  little  upward,  and  the  ventral  process  of  the  basi- 
sphenoid rudimentary  or  fairly  developed.  This  intermediate  group,  unlike 
the  other,  lacks  the  supraocular  spine  and  probably  forms  one  of  the  links 
between  the  entomelas-jnnniger  group  and  the  other  rockfish  in  which  the 
supraocular  is  wanting. 

The  following  classification  (containing  most,  but  not  all,  of  the  species), 
3030 34 
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based  exclusively  on  crauial  characters,  summarizes  what  has  been  said 
aud  includes  some  details  not  hitherto  mentioned : 

a.  Base  of  skull  markedly  curved.  Interorbital  space  convex  or  flat,  broad,  less  than 
3^  in  tbe  base  of  tbe  skull.  Processes  of  mesethmoid  not  directed  upward. 
Ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rudimentary.  Cranial  ridges  obsolete  or  weak, 
spines  absent  or  delicate. 

6.  Cranial  ridges  (except  parietal)  obsolete  or  very  slightly  developed.  Cranial 
spines  absent  or  very  inconstant  and  weakly  developed. 
c.  Parietals  not  meeting;  mesethmoid  i)rocesses  weak  and  depressed;  skull 
moderately  thick;  parietal  ridges  weak,  with  minute  spines  or  none; 
other  ridges  none. 

d.  Interorhital  space  plainly  convex.  paucispinis. 

dd.  Interorhital  space  nearly  flat.  joedani;  goodei. 

cc.  Parietals  meeting  in  the  middle  line,  hut  separated  posteriorly  by  a wedge- 
shaped  exposure  of  the  supraoccipital.  Mesethmoid  processes  better 
developed,  straight,  aud  horizontal;  skull  thick,  the  bones  striated; 
parietal  ridges  low,  spineless,  other  ridges  none. 
e.  Preociilar  spines  none.  flavidus;  melanops. 

ee.  Preocular  spines  present.  mystixus. 

bb.  Cranial  ridges  somewhat  developed;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tym* 
panic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  all  delicate;  ventral  process  of  basi- 
sphenoid sometimes  present  in  young.  (Tympanic  spines  usually  absent  or 
imperfect  in  atrovirens.) 

/.  Parietals  not  meeting;  interorbital  space  usually  plainly  convex;  bones 
thick,  more  or  less  striated. 

g.  Supraocular  spine  present. 

h.  Base  of  skull  strikingly  curved;  parietals  nearly  meeting. 

ENTOMELAS;  OVAUS ; HOPKLNSI. 

hh.  Base  of  skull  less  strikingly  curved;  parietals  weD  separated. 

i.  Interorhital  plainly  convex.  pinniger. 

a.  Interorhital  space  flat,  or  nearly  so.  miniatus. 

gg.  Supraocular  spine  absent ; parietals  well  separated ; interorbital  space 
but  little  convex;  mesethmoid  processes  directed  somewhat  up- 
ward. ATROVIRENS. 

aa.  Base  of  skull  markedly’  curved.  Interorhital  space  flat  or  slightly  concave,  of 
medium  width,  3|  to  4^  in  base  of  skull.  Processes  of  mesethmoid  directed 
but  little  upward.  Ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rudimentary  or  fairly  de- 
veloped. 

j.  Cranial  ridges  fairly  developed ; supraocular  spines  absent ; skull  thin,  papery ; 
mesethmoid  processes  horizontal. 

k.  Parietals  not  meeoing.  SAXICOLA. 

kk.  Parietals  meeting.  diplopeoa. 

aaa.  Base  of  skull  nearly  straight  (slightly  curved) . Interorhital  space  flat  or  slightly 
concave,  of  medium  width,  4 to  in  base  of  skull.  Processes  of  mesethmoid 
directed  but  little  upward.  Ventral  iirocess  of  basisphenoid  rudimentary  or 
poorly  developed.  Cranial  ridges  and  spines  quite  strong. 

1.  Cranial  ridges  well  developed.  Preocular,  supraocular,  po.stocular,  tympanic, 
parietal  and  nuchal  spines  present;  coronal  spines  usually  iiresent. 

INTRONIGER;  AURORA;  IMELANOSTOMUS. 
aaaa.  Base  of  skull  straight,  or  nearly  so.  Interorhital  space  concave  and  narrow,  4J 
to  61  in  base  of  skull.  Processes  of  mesethmoid  directed  upward.  Ventral 
process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed.  Cranial  ridges  high  and  strong. 

m.  Supraocular  spine  present.  Parietals  not  meeting. 

n.  Skull  thick;  cranial  ridges  broken  into  tubercles  aud  spines;  inter- 
orbital space  flat ; mesethmoid  processes  horizontal ; ventral  process 
of  basisphenoid  rudimentary  in  adult  (the  skull  of  young  almost 
exactly  as  in  rosacms;  see  below).  eubekkimus. 


Jordan  and  Evermajm, — Fishes  of  Noidh  Aj7icrica.  1771 


nn.  Skull  somewhat  papery ; ridges  smooth;  interorbital  space  concave ; 

mesethmoid  processes  directed  upward;  ventral  process  of  basi- 
sphenoid  well  developed  in  both  young  and  old.  constellatus; 

ROSACEUS;  RHODOCHLORIS ; CHLOROSTICTUS  ; RUPESTRIS. 
mm.  Supraocular  spine  absent. 

0.  Interorbital  space  not  widening  markedly  backward. 

p.  Parietals  not  meeting ; skull  papery.  elongates. 

pp.  Parietals  meeting ; skull  bony. 

q.  Nuchal  spines  none.  rubbivinctus  ; levis. 

qq.  Nuchal  spines  present;  ridges  thick  and  high. 

SERRICEPS ; NIGROCINCTUS. 
00.  Interorbital  space  widening  markedly  backward;  parietals  not 
meeting. 

r.  Coronal  spines  present;  skull  bony.  auriculatus. 

rr.  Coronal  spines  none. 

s.  Skull  thick;  bones  striated;  interorbital  space  slightly 
convex.  rastrelliger. 

ss.  Interorbital  space  concave  and  the  cranial  ridges  strong 
and  high.  VEXILLARIS;  MALIGER;  CARNATUS; 

CHRYSOMELAS;  NEBELOSUS;  GILBERTI. 
The  interorbital  space  becomes  more  concave  and  narrower  and  the  ridges  stronger 
and  higher  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  series. 

Messrs.  Eigeumann  & Beeson  have  attempted  to  subdivide  this  genus 
into  several  on  the  basis  of  cranial  characters.  Mr.  Cramer  has  given  in 
detail  in  the  paper  above  quoted  his  reasons  for  rejecting  these  proposed 
genera  and  for  reverting  to  the  sequence  of  species  in  Jordan  & Gilbert’s 
Synopsis.  The  character  especially  put  forward  by  Eigenmann  & Beeson, 
that  of  the  contact  (not  union)  of  the  parietals,  seems  to  us  of  very  slight 
value,  even  as  a specific  distinction. 

The  following  is  the  analysis  of  genera  of  Sebastiuie  given  by  Eigen- 
mann & Beeson.* 

SebASTIN/E  ; 

a.  Vertebr;p  27  or  more. 

h.  Dorsal  spines  14  to  16;  the  lower  pectoral  rays  thickened,  unbranched,  and 
produced ; ventrals  directly  under  pectorals.  Suborbital  stay  strong,  spi- 
niferous.  Sebastolobes. 

bb.  Dorsal  spines  13;  vertebra)  27. 

c.  Palatines  with  teeth.  Lower  pectoral  rays  un branched,  their  tips  pro- 
jecting. 

d.  Parietals  meeting  above  the  supraoccipitaft  except  sometimes  in 
Fritnospina. 

e.  Jaws  equal;  head  narrotv  above;  high  and  prominent  cranial 
keels  ending  in  spines.  Preocular,  sui)raocular,  tymi)anic, 
and  parietal  present:  Gill  rakers  usually  short,  spatulate 
or  clavate,  their  broadened  tips  spiuiferous.  Scales  usually 
very  strongly  ctenoid;  accessory  scales  numerous;  sub- 
orbital stay  directed  obliquely  downward  and  backward; 
second  anal  spine  much  heavier  than  and  at  least  as  long  as 
third.  Body  sliort  and  deep,  back  arched,  mouth  very  large 
but  rather  narrow,  head  heavy.  Inter  and  sub  opercle  with- 
out .spine.  Branchiostegals  and  lower  jaw  naked.  Three  or 
4 large  pores  along  each  ramus  of  the  lower  jaw.  Species 
usually  with  cross  bands.  ' Sebastichthys. 


* Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  xvii,  1894, 375-407. 
t See  Sebastomus  cereus  and  elongatus. 
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ee.  Lower  jaw  much  projecting;  head  broad,  skull  usually  convex; 
cranial  ridges  when  present  usually  low.  Gill  rakers  very 
long  and  slender;  scales  usually  smooth,  few,  if  any,  acces- 
sory scales.  Branchiostegals  and  lower  jaw  scaled.  Pores 
of  lower  jaw  concealed  except  in  some  species  of  Acuto- 
mentum. 

f.  Preocular  spines  well  developed.  Peritoneum  black. 

g.  Postocular  spine  present.  Supraocular,  tympanic, 
and  occipital  spines  well  developed.  Second  anal 
spine  stronger  and  usually  longer  than  the  third. 
Symphyseal  knob  strong,  projecting  forward. 
Dorsal  low.  Lower  pectoral  rays  normal,  not 
thickened.  No  spines  on  inter-  and  suhopercles. 
(Mandible  and  maxillary  scaled.)  Acutomextum. 
gg.  Postocular  spines  not  developed.  Supraocular  and 
tympanic  sometimes  present,  always  concealed 
by  the  skin.  Occipitals  ending  in  spines  or  not. 
Tnterorhital  wide,  convex.  Lower  pectoral  rays 
thickened,  their  tips  projecting  beyond  the  mem- 
brane. Bones  of  the  skull  striate  and  pitted. 
Mouth  small,  narrow.  Spines  on  inter-  and  sub- 
opercle  sometimes  present.  Peritoneum  black. 

Prdiospi.va. 

ff.  Preocular  without  spine;  skull  smooth,  without  spines. 
Lower  pectoral  rays  normal.  No  sjjiiies  on-inter-  or 
subopercle.  Peritoneum  usually  white. 

Sebastosomus. 

dd.  Parietals  separated  by  the  supraoccipital.* 

h.  Cranium  with  parietal  ridges  only.  Lower  jaw  much  project- 
ing, entering  the  protile;  a prominent  symphyseal  knob 
directed  forward.  Head  broad,  convex.  Interorbital  con- 
vex, nearly  smooth.  Lower  pectoral  rays  normal;  no 
spines  on  inter-  and  subopercle.  Exposed  branchiostegals, 
maxillary,  and  mandibles  densely  scaled.  Pores  of  lower 
jaw  concealed  by  the  scales.  Sebastodes. 

hh.  Cranium  with  many  ridges,  all  ending  in  spines.  Branchios- 
tegals (except  in  A.  aurora,  S.  proriger,  and  S.  rufxcs)  and 
usually  the  lower  jaw  naked.  Pores  of  lower  jaw,  except 
in  Auctospina,  very  large,  conspicuous,  slit  like, 

i.  Postocular  and  tym]ianic  spines  both  present.  Lower 
pectoral  rays  thickened  (except  in  Sebastomus  rufus). 
Interopercle  and  subopercle  usually  with  spines. 

j.  Coronal  and  nuchal  spines  present;  a spine  below, 

another  in  front  of  eye.  ( ). 

jj.  Coronal  spines  not  developed.  Sebasto.wus. 

u.  Postocular  spine  not  developed;  interopercle  and  sub- 
opercle each  with  a spine  at  their  approximated 
corners. 

k.  Coronal  spines  not  developed ; lower  pectoral  rays 
usually  thickened  ; iuterorbital  usually  with 
a groove  in  its  middle.  The  large  pores  (4) 
along  each  ramus  of  the  lower  jaw  open.  Max- 
illary, mandible,  and  branchiostegals  usually 
naked  or  with  minute  embedded  scales. 

■ Pteropodus. 


Except  in  cereus  and  sometimes  in  elongatus. 
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lik.  Coronal  spines  deTeloped;  interorbital  with  a 
median  ridge ; gill  rakers  long;  lower  pectoral 
rays  normal,  not  thickened  and  fleshy.  Pores 
of  lower  jaw  (in  auriculatus)  entirely  closed 
hy  a thin  membrane.  Auctospina. 

cc.  Palatines  without  teeth.  Preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic, 
parietal,  nuchal,  and  coronal  spines  developed.  Suhorbital  stay  with 
a sharp  spinifei’ous  ridge.  Sebastopsis. 

About  12  or  15  species  ^ of  Sehasiodes  have  been  described  from  the  waters 
of  Japan,  and  about  55  species  from  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  America. 
Thus  far  none  has  been  found  common  to  both  coasts  of  the  Pacific.  There 
is  proof  that  at  least  3 species  inhabit  the  west  coast  of  South  America. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  species  of  this  genus  have  been 
discovered  during  the  last  15  years,  that  there  are  strong  indications  that 
the  coasts  of  Japan  and  temperate  Sonth  America  may  contain  nearly  as 
great  a variety  of  forms  as  has  been  brought  to  light  on  the  coast  of 
America,  and  that  the  range  of  known  species  is  likely  to  be  greatly  ex- 
tended, it  has  been  thought  proper  to  api)end  in  footnotes  the  diagnoses 
of  all  the  known  species  of  this  remarkable  genus.  {Sebastes ; eido<;,  re- 
semblance.) 


Analysis  of  North  American  Species  of  Sebastodes. 

EmmelAS  (ev,  in  ; M-e'Aa?,  black) : 

I.  Dorsal  spines  14;  skull  thick,  with  small  spines;  colors  dull.  glaucus, 2177. 

II.  Dorsal  spines  always  13. 

a.  Interorbital  space  more  or  less  convex  (never  concave),  broad,  less  than  3§  in  base 
of  skull;  cranial  ridges  very  low  or  obsolete,  the  spines,  when  present,  delicate; 
base  of  skull  strongly  curved,  mesethmoid  processes  not  elevated  (not  directed 
upward),  ventral  process  of  baaisphenoid  rudimentary  (or  fairlj'  developed  only 
in  young) ; skull  usually  thick ; anal  raj's  III,  9 to  III,  6;  gill  rakers  usually  long 
and  slender;  snoui,  preorbitals,  and  jaws  more  or  less  scaly. 

b.  Cranial  ridges  (except  parietal)  all  obsolete  or  very  slightlj'  developed,  cranial 
spines  absent  or  very  inconstant  and  minute  (regularly  present  only  in  young), 
(preocular  spines  usually  present  in  mystinus) ; lower  jaw  much  projecting. 

Sebastodes  : 

c.  Parietal  bones  not  meeting;  mesethmoid  proces.ses  weak  and  depressed;  scales 
small,  90  to  100  transverse  series  of  scales  above  lateral  line,  55  to  80  tubes ; 
lower  jaw  much  projecting,  entering  profile,  a large  symphyseal  knob, 
directed  forward.  A.  Ill,  8 to  III,  10. 


* A fos.sil  species  is  referred  to  this  genus,  viz:  Sebastodes  rosce,  Eigenmann,  known 
from  a fragment  found  at  Port  Harford,  C:ilifornia.  It  is  thus  described: 

“ Sebastodes  ( ? ) rosce,  Eigenmann,  Zoe,  i,  10,  1890. 

“ During  half  an  hour’s  .search  in  a bed  of  Tertiary  fossils  at  Port  Harford,  California, 
a comparatively  large  number  of  tish  remains  were  discovered.  They  consisted  mostly 
of  isolated,  and  in  many  oases  fragmentary,  bones,  mixed  with  the  remains  of  mammals, 
birds,  crustaceans,  radiates,  and  mollusks. 

“ Among  the  tish  remains  is  the  lower  of  the  preopercle  of  a Sebastodes,  or  some  related 
genus.  It  repi-esents  a tish  about  0.30  m.  long.  The  3 lower  preopercular  spines  are 
i)f  about  equal  size  and  the  distance  between  them  is  about  equal.  They  are  all  directed 
tlownward  and  backward.  The  ridge  between  the  exposed  portion  of  the  limb  and  that 
l)ortiou  serving  for  the  attachment  of  the  muscles  of  the  cheek  is  less  marked  than 
in  living  species,  and  the  latter  surface  is  shallower  and  broader.  Compared  with  liv- 
ing species  of  Sebastodes  this  s])ecies  moat  resembles  rosaceus;  the  preopercle  is,  how- 
ever, much  heavier.  The  openings  into  the  mucous  canal  ditter  from  all  living  species 
very  strikingly.  There  are  3 such  openings,  or  pits,  on  the  anterior  half  of  the  first 
s})ine,  decreasing  in  size  backward  (the  posterior  is  quite  small  and  not  in  view  in  the 
accompanying  figure).  There  is  a large  pit  between  the  first  and  second,  and  another 
between  the  second  and  third  spines,  and  2 smaller  ones  on  the  anterior  half  of  the  second 
spine.  The  species  may  stand  as  Sebastodes  (0  rosce.”  (Eigenmann.) 
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d.  Peritoneum  ■wholly  black ; bodj' very  slender,  the  depth  4 in  length;  col- 
oration silvery  olive  or  red;  skeleton  rather  flexible.  A.  Ill,  9 or  10; 
scales  55,  gill  rakers  a:-l-29.  jordajji,  2178. 

dd.  Peritoneum -white  or  with  dark  dots;  depth  about  3f  in  length ; skeleton 
firm. 

e.  Anal  rays  III,  8;  pores  of  lateral  line  about  55;  gill  rakers  a;-i-25; 
dusky  olivaceous  above,  silvery  on  sides,  more  or  less  flushed  with 
red.  GOODEi,  2179. 

ee.  Anal  rays  III,  9 ; lubes  of  lateral  line  65  to  80 ; color  light  olivaceous 
red;  young  olivaceous,  somewhat  mottled.  paucispinis,  2180. 
cc.  Parietal  bones  usually  meeting;  mesethmoid  processes  better  develoj)ed, 
straight,  not  elevated. 

Skbastosomus  (Sebastes;  0-10^0,  body) : 

/.  Peritoneum  white ; dorsal  tin  deeply  emarginate. 
g.  Anal  rays  III,  9. 

h.  Pectorals  reaching  tips  of  ventrals,  but  not  quite  to  vent ; olivaceous ; 

caudal  yellowish  green.  flavidus,  2181. 

hh.  Pectorals  not  reaching  tips  of  A’entrals,  not  nearly  to  vent ; gray  of 
varying  shades,  the  back  darker;  a series  of  large  white  blotches 
along  sides  of  back  much  more  marked  in  some  than  in  others; 
fins  yellowish.  serraxoides,  2182. 

gg.  Anal  rays  III.  8;  color  dusky,  sides  spotted  with  black;  caudal  dark. 

MELAXOPS,  2183. 


Primospixa  (primus,  first;  spiints,  spine): 
ff.  Peritoneum  black;  colors  dusky,  tins  blackish,  dorsal  fin  not  very  deeply  emar- 
ginate. 

i.  Anal  rays  III,  8;  preocular  ridges  obsolete,  frontal  region  between  them 
not  specially  convex  ; color  greenish,  speckled  with  olive. 

CILTATUS,  2184. 

a.  Anal  rays  III,  9 ; preocular  ridges  present,  usually  ending  in  spines,  fron- 
tal region  between  them  bulging;  color  blackish.  mystixus,  2185. 
bb.  Cranial  ridges  somewhat  developed,  preocnlar,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal 
spines  usually  all  present,  delicate  (supraocular  also  present  in  some  species; 
tympanic  iTSuaUy  absent  inatrovirens)  lower  jaw  projecting;  parietal  bones 
usually  not  meeting. 

Acutomkxtum  (acutus,  acute;  7nentum,  chin): 

j.  Lower  jaw  much  projecting ; scales  rather  small ; lateral  line  50  to  75 ; anal  rays 
III,  7,  to  III,  9;  dorsal  fin  not  deeply  emarginate,  soft  dorsal  low. 

k.  Second  anal  spine  scarcely  or  not  longer,  usually  shorter,  than  third. 

I.  Supraocular  spine  wanting;  color  creamy  olivaceous;  peritoneum 

black.  EXTOMELAS,  2186. 

II.  Supraocular  spine  usually  present. 

m.  Peritoneum  black. 

n.  Anal  rays  III,  8;  compressed,  elongate;  rufous,  variously 
marked  with  brown.  rufcs,  2187. 

nn.  Anal  rays  III,  7 ; elongate ; head  pointed ; mostly  black 
above,  lateral  line  vermilion,  black  band  below  it. 

MACDOXALDI,  2188. 

mm.  Peritoneum  white.  brevispixis.  2189. 

kk.  Second  anal  spine  notably  longer  than  third ; peritoneum  black. 

0.  Supraocular  spines  usually  present. 

p.  Body  rather  ovate,  the  depth  less  than  3 in  length. 

q.  Lateral  line  about  70;  color  chiefl3' creamy.  ovatjs,  2190. 
qg.  Lateral  line  about  43 ; color  darker.  eigexmaxxi,  2191. 
pp.  Bodj-  elongate;  depth  more  than  3;  pores  of  lateral  line  50 
to  52. 

r.  Pectorals  not  reaching  vent ; A.  Ill,  7;  color  cream j*  with 
dark  bands ; spines  on  head  verj*  weak,  often  absent. 

HOPKINSI,  2192. 
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rr.  Pectorals  reaching  rent ; A.  Ill,  8;  dusky  above,  with 
faint  traces  of  darker  blotches  along  back. 

ALUTUS,  2193. 

00.  Supraocular  spines  ab.sent,  body  rather  elongate;  A.  Ill,  7;  color 
chiefly  red.  prorigeu,  2194. 

Eosicola  (roseus,  red:  colo,  to  inhabit;  living  in  the  zone  of  red  alg.v) : 
jj.  Lower  jaw  little  projecting;  scales  moderate,  lateral  line  45  to  55;  A.  Ill,  7, 
or  III,  G. 

*.  Supraocular  spine  present ; A,  III,  7;  color  red. 

t.  Scales  on  mandible  smooth;  color  chiefly  orange.  pinniger,  2195. 
tt.  Scales  on  mandible  very  rough;  color  chieflj"  brick  red. 

M.  Color  above,  deep  vermilion,  mottled  with  flesh  color  on  sides; 
belly  light  red. 

V.  Ko  spines  below  ej-e.  mixiatus,  2196. 

vv.  Spines  present  below  eye.  aleutiaxus,  2197. 

uu.  Color  reddish  orange,  much  mottled  on  back  and  upper  part 
of  sides  with  dark  brown.  atrorubexs,  2198. 

sg.  Supraocular  spine  wanting;  interorbital  space  but  little  convex;  man- 
dible with  a few  smooth  scales ; color  olivaceus.  A.  Ill,  6 ; tympanic 
spine  usually  absent.  atrovirexs,  2199. 

Eosebastes  (riJjg,  dawu ; Sehastes) : 

aa.  Interorbital  space  flat  or  slightly  concave,  of  medium  width ; mesethmoid  processes 
but  little  or  not  at  all  elevated,  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rudimentary. 
Cranial  ridges  and  spines  moderately  strong.  Lower  jaw  moderately  or  not 
much,  sometimes  not  at  all,  projecting;  gill  rakers  usually  long  and  slender ; 
A.  Ill,  6,  to  III,  8.  Deep-water  species, 
w.  Base  of  skull  strongly  curved,  supraocular  spine  absent. 

X.  Parietals  not  meeting,  lower  jaw  somewhat  projecting. 

y.  Gill  rakers  10 22 : dark  bars  on  sides  faint,  becoming  obsolete  with 
age.  SAXICOLA,  2200. 

yy.  Gill  rakers  10  + 21,  slender,  2^  in  orbit;  no  distinct  dark  cross  bars. 

CRAmeri,  2201. 

yyy.  Gill  rakers  10+27;  2 dark  half  bars  on  side  conspicuous  and  per- 
sistent. SEMICIXCTUS,  2202. 

zx.  Parietals  meeting;  premaxillaries  with  prominent  dentigerous  knobs, 
between  which  the  tip  of  lower  jaw  fits . diploproa,  2203. 

ww.  Base  of  skull  nearly  straight;  supraocular  spine  present,  quite  strong; 
coronal  and  nuchal  spines  usually  present. 
z.  Second  anal  spine  much  longer  and  stronger  than  third.  A.  Ill,  6; 

pores  of  lateral  line  about  29.  aurora,  2204. 

2Z.  Second  anal  spine  little  or  not  at  all  longer  than  third.  A.  Ill,  7 or  8. 

Mouth  and  gill  cavities  more  or  less  black.  melaxostomus,  2205. 
zzz.  Second  anal  spine  equaling  third  in  length.  A.  Ill,  7.  Lining  of 
mouth  and  gill  cavity  largely  black.  ixtroxiger,  2206. 

aaa.  Base  of  skull  straight  or  nearly  so;  interorbital  space  as  a rule  concave  and  nar- 
row; the  cranial  ridges  and  spines  well  developed.  Mesethmoid  processes 
directed  upward ; ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed;  skull  com- 
paratively thin.  Gill  rakers  usually  short. 

Sebastomus  (Seba^tes;  shoulder) : 

a'.  Supraocular  spine  present;  interorbital  space  concave. 

b'.  Second  anal  spine  scarcelj'  longer  than  third ; color  red,  nearly  plain.  Cranial 
ridges  broken  and  armed  with  accessory  spines ; interorbital  space  nearly 
fiat  in  adult  (I'idges  smooth,  interorbital  space  concave  in  young,  as  in 

Sebastodes  rosace  us).  ruberrimus,  2207. 

bb'.  Second  anal  spine  much  longer,  usually  stronger,  than  third . Cranial  ridges 
smooth. 

C.  Color  more  or  less  ros3',  with  3 to  5 round  blotches  of  pink  on  sides  of 
back. 

d'.  Dorsal  spines  usually'  low,  the  highest  less  than  ^ the  length  of 
head;  no  small  green  spots  on  sides  of  back. 
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e'.  Body  everywhere  with  small  round  pale  spots. 

COXSTELLATUS,  2208. 


ee'.  Body  without  steUate  spots. 

/'.  Second  anal  spine  longer  than  third. 

g'.  Mandible  scaly;  the  5 large  pink  blotches  washed 
with  orange ; general  color  light  orange,  overlaid 
with  blackish ; interorbital  space  rather  broad. 

UMBKOSUS.  2209. 

gg'.  Mandible  naked ; pale  blotches  on  sides  surrounded 
by  purple  shades;  head  with  purplish  above. 
h'.  Supraorbital  ridge  rather  high,  with  spines. 

ROSACEUS,  2210. 

hh'.  Supraorbital ridgelower,  thicker,  and  without 
spines.  aybesi,  2211. 

ggg'.  Mandible  partly  scaly;  second  anal  very  long; 
cranial  ridges  A ery  sharp ; pale  blotches  on  sides 
surrounded  by  green  shades,  no  purple, 

ehodochloris,  2212. 
gggg'.  Mandible  and  maxillary  scaly;  dorsal  rather  high; 

iuterorbital  flattish  with  deep  median  groove ; 
pale  blotches  washed  or  faded.  eos,  2213. 

ff'.  Second  anal  spine  about  as  long  as  third ; mandible  naked ; 
no  symphyseal  knob.  gilli,  2214. 

dd'.  Dorsal  spines  very  high,  the  highest  | the  length  of  head;  bodyabore 
with  many  small  round  green  spots.  Second  anal  spine  much 
longer  than  third;  mandible  naked.  chloeostictus,  2215. 

cc'.  Ko  round  blotches  of  pink  on  sides  of  back.  Xuchal  spines  present. 

BUPESTEIS,  2216. 


Hispamcus  ('la-Travia.  Spain;  lo-TTavo?,  Spaniard;  Spanish  flag): 
aa'.  Supraocular  spine  wanting. 

i'.  Mandible  scaly;  peritoneum  dusky  or  black. 

j.  Lower  jaw  only  slightly  or  not  at  all  projecting;  peritoneum  jet-black. 

A'.  Mouth  and  gill  chamber  jet-black.  D.  XIII,  12,  A.  Ill,  5.  Lower 
jaw  not  projecting.  sevexsis,  2217. 

Jik’.  Eoof  of  mouth  posteriorly  dusky,  buccal  and  branchial  cavities 
otherwise  white ; lower  jaw  a little  projecting.  D.  XIII,  14  or 
15;  A.  Ill,  7 or  8.  zacentrits,  2218. 

jj'.  Lower  jaw  much  projecting;  sides  above  Avith  irregular  horizontal  inter- 
rupted olive-green  bands ; peritoneum  dusky.  D,  XIII,  13 ; A.  Ill,  6. 

ELONGATES,  2219. 

ii'.  Mandible  naked;  peritoneum  pale  or  white.  Body  usually  deep. 

I'.  Scales  on  head  mostly  cycloid;  lower  jaw  projecting;  head  large,  pointed- 
to'.  Second  anal  spine  4^  in  head ; color  pink,  with  4 interrupted  cross 
bars  of  black;  back  sometimes  dusky. 


L.EVIS,  2220. 

mm'.  Second  anal  spine  2^  in  head,  much  st-.^nger  than  third;  color 
pinkish  white,  banded  with  deep  crimson. 

EUBBIVTNCXrS.  2221. 

W.  Scales  on  head  ctenoid;  lower  jaw  usually  included;  second  anal  spine 
little  enlarged. 

n'.  Xuchal  spines  none.  Body  not  barred  Avith  black.  Interorbital 
space  widening  markedly  from  before  backward. 

Aectospina  (auctus,  self;  spina,  spine): 

o'.  Coronal  spines  usually  present ; color  brownish,  mottled,  aueiculatus,  2222. 
00'.  Coronal  spines  none ; ridges  with  entire  edges. 

PXEBOPODUS  (irrepov,  wing;  -ou?,  foot): 
p'.  Gill  rakers  extremely  short,  most  of  them  as  wide  as  high;  general  color 
dusky  greenish.  basxeelligeb,  2223. 
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P2)‘.  Gill  rakers  higher  than  wide. 

q'.  Highest  dorsal  spine  notably  more  than  ^ length  of  head. 

r'.  Head  and  upper  parts  not  speckled  with  orange;  membrane  of 
spinous  dorsal  not  very  deeply  incised. 
s'.  Color  dark  brown,  varied  with  light  brown ; dorsal  spines 
moderate.  caurinus,  2224. 

ss'.  Color  reddish,  varied  with  yellowish ; dorsal  si)iues  ex- 
tremely high.  VEXILLARIS,  2225. 

rr'.  Head  and  upper  parts  everywhere  speckled  with  orange ; front 
of  hack  yellowish;  soft  fins  black;  dorsal  spines  extremely 
high,  their  membranes  deeply  incised.  maliger,  2226. 
qq'.  Highest  dorsal  spine  little,  if  any,  more  than  J the  length  of  head. 
t'.  Pale  blotches  on  sides  not  forming  a continuous  lateral  band; 
parietal  ridges  moderate. 

u'.  Pale  markings  brick  red,  dark  markings  blackish ; dorsal 
membrane  very  deeply  incised.  gilberti,  2227. 

uu'.  Pale  markings  flesh  color;  dark  markings  olivaceous. 

CARNATUS,  2228. 

uuu'.  Pale  markings  yellow;  dark  markings  blackish. 

CHRYSOMELAS,  2229. 

W.  Pale  blotches  on  sides  forming  a continuous  lateral  band; 
body  and  fins  profusely  speckled  with  pale;  dark  mark- 
ings black;  pale  markings  yellow;  parietal  ridges  very 
strong.  NEBULOSUS,  2230. 

Sbbastichthys  {Sehastes;  ixOvs,  fish) : 

nn'.  Nuchal  spines  present,  sometimes  coalescent  with  parietals;  cranial  ridges 
high,  arranged  nearly  in  a right  line  on  each  side  of  the  narrow  top  of 
head;  body  with  black  cross  bars,  some  red,  at  least  on  head. 
v'.  Cranial  ridges  with  their  edges  entire;  color  olivaceous,  with  black 
cross  bands,  the  red  chiefly  confined  to  the. jaws.  serrtceps,  2231. 

vv'.  Cranial  ridges  with  tlie  surface  broken,  spinous;  frontal  ridges 
elevated;  color  bright  red,  with  black  bands  overlaid  by  red. 

NIGROCINCTUS,  2232. 


Subgenus  EMMELAS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 


2177.  SEBASTODES  GLAUCUS  (Hilgendorf). 

Head  3^  in  length ; depth  2f;  eye  in  head,  1'  in  snont;  interorhital 
width  in  head.  D.  XIV,  16;  A.  ITT,  8.  Lateral  line  with  56  pores. 
Highest  dorsal  spine  2^  in  head,  thirteenth  spine  4|,  fourteenth  spine  3f ; 
second  anal  spine  3|,  third  anal  spine  31,  longest  soft  ray  of  dorsal 
Crown  and  occiput  very  hroad,  more  convexly  arched  than  in  any  other 
species  known  to  us.  Nasal  spines  low,  but  strong.  Ocular  ridge  low, 
evident  only  above  front  of  eye;  occipital  ridges  barely  evident,  evenly 
scaled  over;  top  of  head  otherwise  without  spines,  ridges,  or  furrows, 
the  even  convex  curve  unbroken.  Vertical  distance  from  middle  of  inter- 
orbital space  to  upper  edge  of  orbit  equalling  | vertical  diameter  of 
orbit.  Anterior  margin  of  preorbital  with  2 rounded  lol)es  which  do 
not  bear  spinous  points;  preopercular  spines  very  strong,  the  upper  2 
closely  approximate,  the  others  widely  separated,  all  the  spines  sharp 
pointed,  the  uppermost  very  wide  at  base,  the  second  much  narrower, 
the  others  short  and  wide;  upper  2 spines  directed  backward,  the  3 
lower  downward  and  backward;  opercular  spines  strong,  fat,  often  bifid 
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or  trifid;  spines  on  adjacent  angles  of  snbopercle  and  interopercle  some- 
times bifid;  behind  these  on  margin  of  snbopercle  a few  short  spinous 
points.  Gill  rakers  very  long  and  slender,  11-f  29  in  number,  the  anterior 
1 or  2 of  lower  arch  tubercular,  the  longest  (22  mm.)  more  than  f diameter 
of  orbit.  Mandible  very  heavy,  the  symphysis  not  produced,  the  2 jaws 
subequal.  Vomerine  and  palatine  patches  of  teetli  extremely  narrow. 
Fins  high,  the  third  to  seventh  dorsal  spines  subequal;  caudal  very 
slightly  emarginate;  anal  spines  graduated;  pectorals  scarcely  reaching 
vertical  from  vent,  the  lower  9 simple,  the  10  upper  forked;  ventral  not 
reaching  vent,  ^ length  of  head.  Caudal  scaled  to  tip  on  membranes  and 
rays;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  narrow  bands  of  scales  following  the  rays 
to  or  nearly  to  their  tips,  the  membranes  of  the  first  3 or  4 rays  in  each  fin 
wholly  scaled  on  basal  third;  spinous  dorsal  naked:  pectorals  scaled  on 
basal  half;  ventrals  naked;  head,  the  maxillary  and  mandible,  the  bran- 
chiostegal  rays,  the  anterior  and  upper  half  of  interopercle,  and  all  of 
preorbital  except  a minute  area  along  its  posterior  margin,  naked.  The 
body  is  covered  with  small  weakly  ctenoid  scales,  largely  covered  over 
by  the  extraordinarily  developed  accessory  scales ; scales  on  breast,  belly, 
and  prepectoral  area  smooth.  The  naked  skin  covering  bones  of  head 
is  minutely  wrinkled  or  papillose.  Color  in  spirits,  light  brownish  on 
body  and  fins,  with  darker  shades  on  lips,  gill  membranes,  opercles,  and 
top  of  head;  it  may  have  been  reddish  in  life;  mouth  and  gill  cavity 
white;  peritoneum  jet-black.  One  specimen  49  cm.  long,  from  Bering 
Island.  The  identification  is  made  with  some  doubt,  owing  to  lack  of 
any  detailed  description  of  the  type,  a dried  specimen  from  Yesso.  and  to 
some  minor  discrepancies  between  the  two.  Our  specimen  has  56  (not 
49)  tubes  in  the  lateral  line,  the  nasal  spine  is  small  but  not  i^roperly  to  be 
called  rudimentary,  the  dorsal  notch  seems  somewhat  deeper,  and  the 
second  anal  spine  somewhat  shorter.  Xorth  Pacific;  coasts  of  Japan  and 
Bering  Island,  {glaucus;  yXavuoc,  hoary  blue.) 

Subgenus  SEBASTODES. 

2178.  SEBASTODES  .JORDAM.  Gilbert. 

D.  XIII,  14  or  15;  A,  III,  9 or  10.  Pores  in  lateral  line  54  to  58.  Max- 
illary reaching  vertical  from  middle  of  eye,  24  in  head;  snout  3f  in  head; 
interorbital  width  4f ; eye  large,  3f.  Body  very  slender,  the  depth  4 
in  the  length:  the  least  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  f diameter  of  eye; 
head  very  slender.  24  in  length,  tapering  regularly  to  the  very  sharp 
snout.  Mandible  projecting,  its  tip  entering  profile,  provided  with  a 
rather  small  but  distinct  symphyseal  knob.  Interorbital  width  flat  or 
slightly  convex,  wholly  scaled  over,  the  orbital  ridges  obsolete  or  a faint 
trace  only  of  the  supraorbital,  which  is  always  without  spine ; occipital 
ridges  are  low  and  sharp,  terminating  each  in  a spinous  point.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  the  tympanic  spines  are  sometimes  weakly  developed,  and 
the  nasal  spines  are  present:  head  otherwise  wholly  smooth;  preofbital 
very  narrow  below  eye,  wide  anteriorly,  without  distinct  lobes,  but  with 
1 or  2 weak  spinous  points;  gill  rakers  long  and  very  slender,  29  present 


Jordan  and  Everma7m, — Fishes  of  North  A77icrica,  1779 


on  liorizontal  limb  of  outer  arcli,  the  longest  equaling  diameter  of  orbit; 
preopercular  spines  5,  comparatively  slender,  all  directed  backward ; dor- 
sal spines  very  slender,  the  fourth  the  longest,  or  the  fourth  and  fifth 
equal,  contained  2f  to  2f  in  length  of  head;  dorsal  very  deeply  notched, 
the  twelfth  spine  but  i as  long  as  the  longest,  and  barely  connected  at 
base  with  the  eleventh;  soft  dorsal  scarcely  as  high  as  the  spinous;  first 
anal  spine  very  short,  the  second  very  slightly  stronger  than  the  third, 
and  nearly  or  quite  as  long  measured  from  base,  its  length  in  head;  the 
second  spine  appears  much  shorter  than  the  third  when  the  fin  is  declined; 
longest  soft  ray  of  anal  2f  in  head ; caudal  deeply  notched.  Anus  anterior 
in  position,  midway  between  first  anal  spine  and  base  of  ventrals;  tips  of 
ventrals  extending  to  or  beyond  it,  and  the  pectorals  ext('nding  beyond 
tips  of  ventrals.  Scales  small,  everywhere  ctenoid,  entirely  covering  head, 
including  maxillaries,  mandibles,  and  snout,  excei)t  a triangular  area  ou 
top  of  snout,  beneath  which  lie  the  premaxillary  spines.  Color  as  in 
Schastodes  fioodci,  dusky  olive  above,  bright  silvery  on  sides  of  head  and 
body,  and  below;  probably  with  some  red  in  life;  fins  unmarked;  mouth 
and  gill  cavities  pure  white,  the  peritoneum  jet-black.  Skeleton  compar- 
atively flexible  as  in  deep-water  fishes.  I.,ength  9 inches.  Most  nearly 
allied  to  Schastodes  fjoodci,  from  which  it  differs  in  the  much  slenderer  body, 
the  longer  anal  spines,  the  black  peritoneum,  and  the  more  numerous  gill 
rakers.  From  S.  cntomelas  and  ovalis  this  species  differs  in  the  obsolescence 
of  the  cranial  ridges,  as  well  as  in  other  details.  (Gilbert.)  This  species 
stands  at  one  extreme  of  this  genus  as  Schastodes  nUjrocincius  stands  at  the 
other.  Neither  type  represents  the  primitive  stock,  and  it  may  be,  as  Dr. 
Eigenmann  has  suggested,  that  Schastodes  mijstinus  is  the  species  nearest 
the  primitive  type  from  which  the  Loricati  are  all  descended.  (Named 
for  David  Starr  Jordan.) 

Schastodes  jordani,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  466,  coast  of  California  at 
Albatross  stations  2935,  3103,  and  3114,  32°  to  37°  N.,  in  62  to  124  fathoms. 


2179.  SEBASTODES  GOODEI,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann. 

Head2|;  depth  3f;  eye  3f  in  head.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  lateral  line 
55  (pores),  about  90  transverse  series  above  lateral  line.  Body  very  slen- 
der, with  narrow  constricted  caudal  peduncle,  sharp  snout,  and  much  pro- 
jecting lower  jaw,  the  latter  well  entering  profile  and  furnished  with 
symphyseal  knob.  Eye  moderate,  slightly  longer  than  snout;  maxillary 
reaching  slightly  beyond  middle  of  orbit,  2^  in  head;  least  depth  of  caudal 
peduncle  less  than  diameter  of  orbit;  preorbital  narrow,  its  least  width  f 
])upil,  with  a minute  spine  or  none.  Nasal  spine  obsolete.  Top  of  head 
smooth.  luterorbital  width  4j:  in  head;  preorbital  region  not  prominent; 
all  but  the  parietal  ridges  scaled  over;  preopercular  spines  flat,  sharp,  all 
directed  backward,  the  second  and  third  equal,  the  others  shorter;  oper- 
cular and  suprascapular  spines  well  developed.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slen- 
der, about  25  on  anterior  limb  of  arch,  the  longest  i length  of  orbit. 
Dorsal  spines  low  and  slender,  the  longest  about  2f  in  head,  the  twelfth 
i height  of  thirteenth,  the  latter  about  i height  of  soft  rays,  which  are 
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lower  than  the  spines.  Caudal  forked  for  ^ its  length.  Anal  Tery  small, 
the  spines  short  hut  strong,  graduated,  the  second  stronger  and  slightly 
shorter  than  third,  its  leng-th  i orbit.  Soft  anal  rays  low,  their  height  \ 
head  ; pectoral  not  reaching  vent,  If  in  head,  projecting  beyond  tips  of 
ventrals.  Scales  rough-ctenoid,  completely  investing  head  and  body, 
including  maxillaries,  mandible,  and  outer  hranchiostegal  rays.  Gill 
rakers  10  or  11  + 23  to  25.  In  3 young  specimens  the  occipital  spines  are 
evident,  the  others  concealed  or  not  developed.  The  young  show  5 dusky 
bars  downward  from  back,  under  front,  middle,  and  end  of  spinous  dorsal, 
below  soft  dorsal,  and  on  caudal  peduncle.  The  head  is  contained  2f  times 
in  the  length ; the  depth  3f.  The  second  anal  spine  is  as  long  as  the  third, 
but  does  not  reach  its  tip  when  fin  is  declined.  Dusky  olivaceous  above, 
silvery  on  sides  and  below,  more  or  less  flushed  with  red;  spinous  dorsal 
somewhat  dusky,  vertical  fins  otherwise  yellowish,  without  distinctive 
markings;  lining  of  mouth  and  gill  cavity  white;  peritoneum  white,  with 
small  scattered  black  stellate  spots,  and  more  or  less  clouded  with  minute 
specks.  - Bones  of  skull  moderately  thick ; cranial  ridges  (except  parietals) 
and  spines  obsolete,  occasionally  a minute  tympanic  or  parietal  spine  pres- 
ent; parietal  ridges  low  but  distinct,  parietal  bones  widely  separated, 
interorbital  space  nearly  flat  (slightly  convex),  broad,  very  nearly  3 in 
base*  of  skull;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rudimentary,  raeseth- 
moid  processes  weak,  flat,  depressed,  base  of  skull  (parasphenoid)  mark- 
edly curved.  Length  18  inches.  San  Diego  to  San  Francisco.  Here 
described  from  specimens  from  Albatross  Station,  2949,  oif  Santa  Barbara 
Islands,  in  155  fathoms.  The  species  is  now  taken  in  abundance  about  the 
Coronados  Islands,  Santa  Calalina,  and  the  Cortez  Banks.  (Named  for 
Dr.  George  Brown  Goode.) 

Sebastodes  goodei,  Eigex^iaxx  & Eigexmaxn,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1890, 12,  San  Diego.  (Coll. 

C.  H.  Eigenmann.) 

Sebastichthys  goodei,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1890, 75. 


2180.  SEBASTODES  PAUtTSPIXIS  (Ayres). 

(BOCACCIO;  MeROU;  JACK.) 

Head  2f;  depth  3f;  eye  4 to  6 in  head.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  9;  P.5. 
Lateral  line  with  65  to  80  tubes,  about  100  scales  in  longitudinal  series. 
Body  elongate,  compressed,  profile  straight  from  protruding  tip  of  lower 
jaw  to  front  of  dorsal.  Head  large,  long,  narrow,  and  pointed.  Mouth 
much  larger  than  in  any  other  species,  oblique,  the  broad  maxillary  reach- 
ing to  beyond  eye,  its  length  If  in  head;  lower  jaw  very  strong,  with  a 
projecting  knob  at  tip,  which  protrudes  farther  than  in  any  other  species. 
Premaxillary  on  level  of  lower  edge  of  pupil.  Interocular  space  broad, 
with  2 low  ridges;  top  of  head  scaled  to  tip  of  snout;  maxillary  and 
preorbital  scaly;  preorbital  with  narrow  neck  and  3 small  spines;  subor- 
bital stay  moderate;  preopercular  spines  sharp  and  diverging,  third 
largest,  the  lower  often  divided;  opercular  spines  moderate.  Gill  rakers 


Base  of  skull  measured  from  tip  of  Tomer  to  posterior  end  of  basioccipital. 
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slender,  compressed,  not  very  long.  Eye  large,  slightly  more  than  interor- 
bital  width.  Scales  very  small  and  rough,  irregular;  accessory  scales 
few.  Dorsal  spines  low,  rather  slender,  fin  deeply  emarginate,  longest 
spine  f length  of  head,  scarcely  higher  than  soft  rays;  caudal  emarginate; 
anal  low,  its  spines  small,  short,  graduated,  the  second  shorter  than  eye; 
pectorals  narrow,  rather  long,  not  nearly  reaching  vent,  the  base  f diame- 
ter of  eye;  veutrals  shorter,  not  reaching  tips  of  pectorals.  Pale  dull 
orange  red,  dark  brown  above,  the  sides  somewhat  vaguely  spotted ; young- 
olivaceous;  tins  nearly  plain,  lower  reddish;  upper  dusky;  tip  of  lower 
jaw  dark.  Bones  of  skull  thick;  cranial  ridges  (except  parietals)  and 
spines  all  obsolete;  small  spines  usually  present  in  the  young,  occasionally 
in  adults;  parietal  ridges  low  but  distinct;  parietal  bones  usually  widely 
separated;  interorbital  space  convex,  broad,  very  nearly  3 in  base  of  skull 
in  adult;  mesethmoid  processes  weak,  flat,  depressed;  ventral  process  of 
basisphenoid  rudimentary,  base  of  skull  (parasphenoid)  markedly  curved. 
Length  30  inches.  San  Diego  to  San  Francisco;  abundant  in  rather  deep 
water,  (jyaiid,  few;  spina,  spine.) 

Sebastes  paucispinis,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  l,  1854,6,  San  Francisco;  Girard,  17.  S. 

Pac.  K.  K.  Survey,  x,  Fishes,  83, 1858 ; Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 165 ; Ayres, 

Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1862, 215;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  98. 

Sebastodes  paucispinis,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  656, 1883. 


Subgenus  SEBASTOSOMUS,  GUI. 

2181.  SEBASTODES  FLAVIDUS  (Ayres). 

* (Yellow-tail  Rockfish.) 

Head  3;  depth  3;  .pectoral  4.  D.  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  about  60. 
Body  oblong,  compressed,  back  not  much  elevated.  Head  rather  long, 
pointed;  mouth  large,  oblique,  the  maxillary  extending  to  nearly  opposite 
posterior  margin  of  eye,  2 in  head ; premaxillaries  in  front  on  level  of 
lower  margin  of  pupil.  Lower  jaw'  strongly  projecting,  its  symphyseal 
knob  very  prominent,  but  less  so  than  in  Sehasiodes  paucispinis.  Preor- 
bital narrow,  without  spines.  Top  of  head  evenly  scaled,  nasal  spines 
only  present  and  very  small.  Only  the  parietal  ridges  visible  under 
scales.  Preopercular  spines  rather  strong,  all  of  them  directed  strongly 
backward;  opercular  spines  moderate;  suprascapular  spines  small,  the 
upper  obsolete.  Scales  medium  ; accessory  scales  variable.  Dorsal  spines 
low,  slender,  longest  3 in  head;  soft  rays  rather  high,  fin  very  deeply 
emarginate,  membrane  joining  thirteenth  spine  at  about  J its  height; 
caudal  fin  notched ; anal  spines  low,  regularly  graduated,  third  spine  less 
than  \ the  height  of  soft  rays,  second  as  long  as  eye ; pectoral  fins  shortish, 
rather  broad,  reaching  tip  of  ventrals,  but  not  quite  to  vent.  Olive  green, 
rather  pale,  plain  or  finely  spotted  with  yellowish;  fins  olive,  caudal 
strongly  tinged  with  yellow;  young  mottled;  peritoneum  white.  Bones 
of  skull  rather  thick,  cranial  spines  all  absent,  parietal  ridges  low,  weak, 
curved,  the  outer  ridges  absent ; parietal  bones  meeting;  interorbital  space 
wide,  3 in  base  of  skull,  nearly  evenly  convex;  mesethmoid  processes  quite 


1782 


Bulletin  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


strong,  somewhat  compressed,  not  elevated;  A^entral  process  of  basisphe- 
noid  rudimentary,  base  of  skull  strongly  curved.  Length  24  inches.  San 
Diego  to  San  Francisco,  abundant;  an  important  food-fish,  (flavidiis; 
Jlavna,  yellow.) 

Sebastodes  jlavidus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1862,  209,  fig.  64,  San  Francisco  (Coll.  W.  O. 
Ayres);  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  657, 1883. 


2182.  SEBASTODES  SERRAXOIDES,  Eigenmann  Sc  Eigenmann. 

Head  3;  depth  34  to  34;  eye  4^  in  head.  D.  XIII,  15  or  16;  A.  Ill,  9;  lat- 
eral line  60  (pores).  Elongate,  slender,  the  dorsal  profile  but  little  more 
arched  than  ventral;  head  compressed,  anterior  profile  almost  straight; 
snout  long,  iiointed;  lower  jaw  projecting,  its  tip  entering  profile.  Eye 
large,  1^  in  snout,  IJ  in  strongly  convex  iuterorbital.  Cranial  ridges  nearly 
obsolete,  none  of  them  ending  in  spines ; nasal  spines  minute,  not  evident 
externally.  Parietal  bones  meeting  above.  Preorbital  without  spines; 
preopercular  spines  long,  slender,  the  lower  ones  as  well  developed  as  the 
middle  ones  in  largest  specimens ; opercular  spines  as  in  jSehastodes  Jica'idus. 
Gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  as  in  Sebastodes  Jiaridus.  Scales  large,  those 
of  head  greatly  reduced ; snout,  mandibles,  and  even  the  lips  closely  scaled 
in  the  old;  palatine  patches  of  teeth  peculiar,  a constriction  near  their 
middle,  the  anterior  angle  turned  inward.  Dorsal  fin  low,  the  highest 
spine  aliout  3 in  head,  notch  lietween  the  2 fins  deep;  caudal  notched; 
anal  spines  slender,  graduated;  pectorals  not  reaching  tips  of  veutrals, 
not  nearly  to  vent.  Gray  of  varying  shades,  the  back  always  darker;  a 
series  of  large  white  blotches  along  sides  of  back  much  more  marked  in 
some  examples  than  in  others;  fins  all  more  or  less  strongly  tinged  with 
yellow  and  edged  with  dusky.  Length  about  20  inches.  Cortez  Banks 
oft'  San  Diego.  (Eigenmann.)  (Serranus;  resemblance.) 

Sebasticthys  Jlavidus,  Eigenmann  Sc  Eigenmann  (not  of  Ayres),  West  American  Scienti.st 
1889, 128. 

Sebastodes  serranoides,  Eigenmann  Sc  Eigenmann,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1890,  36,  Cortez 
Banks.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Eigenmann.) 

2183.  SEBASTODES  3IELAAOPS  (Girard). 

Head  3;  depth  2f.  D.  XIII,  16;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  60  to  70,  53  pores; 
pectoral  4:^.  Head  long,  in  form  intermediate  between  S.  myst'Dius  and 
S.  Jidvidus.  Maxillary  not  quite  reaching  posterior  margin  of  orbit,  its 
length  a little  less  than  4 head;  lower  jaw  protruding,  its  tij)  on  a line 
with  descending  profile.  Eye  large.  Cranial  ridges  all  scaled  over  and 
without  spines  in  the  adult;  space  forward  of  eye  not  projecting;  pre- 
opercular spines  short,  but  sharp.  Gill  rakers  longer  than  in  S.  mystlnus, 
very  slender.  Dorsal  rather  low,  deeply  emargiuate,  highest  spines  2i  in 
head,  a little  lower  than  soft  rays;  caudal  slightly  emarginate;  anal 
spines  small,  the  second  shorter  but  stouter  than  third,  longer  than  eye; 
pectorals  short  and  rather  broad,  not  reaching  as  far  as  tips  of  veutrals, 
which  scarcely  reach  vent.  Scales  moderate;  accessory  scales  numerous; 
mandible,  maxillary,  preorbital,  and  snout  closely  scaled.  Olive  brown, 
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dark  above,  sides  paler;  upper  part  of  sides  thickly  marked  with  small 
slaty-black  blotches;  head  blackish  above;  a dark  streak  on  maxillary 
and  one  from  eye  across  cheek;  fins  dusky,  dorsal  paler  at  base,  with 
many  dark  olive-brown  spots;  a black  ocular  spot;  lower  rays  of  pecto- 
rals often  tinged  with  orange;  peritoneum  white.  Bones  of  skull  thick, 
cranial  ridges  (except  parictals)  and  spines  obsolete;  parietal  ridges 
moderate,  sometimes  ending  in  a small  spine;  small  supra- or  jmstocular 
spine  sometimes  present ; parietal  bones  touchiug  or  overlapping  in  middle 
third  of  their  length ; interorbital  space  broad,  convex,  nearly  3 in  base  of 
skull  in  adult,  mesethmoid  processes  not  elevated ; ventral  process  of  basi- 
sphenoid  rudimentary;  base  of  skull  (paraspheiioid)  uiarkedly  curved. 
Length  20  inches.  Monterey  to  Kadiak,  most  abundant  northward;  very 
abundant  at  Sitka,  where  it  is  called  ‘‘Black  Bass.”  At  San  Francisco 
much  less  common  than  8.  mjjstimis’,  about  Humboldt  Bay  much  more  com- 
mon, being  the  most  abundant  food-fish.  black;  face.) 

Sebastes  melanops*  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  viii,  1854,  135,  and  in  U.  S.  Pac. 

R.  R.  Surv.,  x,  Fishes,  81, 1858,  Astoria  and  Cape  Flattery ; Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci. 

1862,  213,  fig.  66;  GuNTHER,  Cat.,  il,  98. 

Sebastosovius  simnlans,*  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864,  147,  Cape  Flattery. 
Sebastodes  melanops,  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  592,  pi.  58,  fig.  4. 

Subgenus  PRIMOSPINA,  Eigenmann  & Beeson. 

2184.  SEBASTODKS  ( ILIATFS  (Tilesius). 

Head  3^ ; depth  3 to  3^.  D.  XTII,  16 ; A.  Ill,  8 ; P.  18  or  19 ; transverse  (ob- 
lique) rows  of  scales  46  or  47  (+  3 or  4 on  caudal) ; pores  in  lateral  line  46  or 
47.  Body  compressed,  deep,  its  width  over  the  base  of  the  pectorals  about  2 
in  the  depth ; dorsal  outline  descending  rapidly  backward  in  a slight  curve 
from  origin  of  first  dorsal  to  end  of  second  dorsal;  depth  of  peduncle 
more  than  3 in  depth  of  body ; head  compressed,  profile  steep  and  nearly 
straight;  eye  moderate,  orbit  circular,  its  diameter  a little  longer  than 
snout,  3|  in  head,  its  jiosterior  rim  at  about  the  middle  of  length  of  head. 
Interorbital  space  strongly  convex,  its  depth  a little  less  than  orbit,  3^  to  4 
in  head.  Nasal  spines  small ; cranial  ridges  and  spines  all  obsolete,  except 
the  parietal;  parietal  ridge  very  slightly  developed,  Avith  a minute  point 
or  none,  covered  with  scales.  Mouth  moderate,  quite  oblique;  tip  of 
upper  jaw  on  a level  with  center  of  eye;  maxillary  2^  in  head,  its  pos- 
terior end  reaching  about  to  vertical  from  posterior  edge  of  pupil;  lower 
jaw  a little  projecting,  with  a slight  symphyseal  knob.  Very  narrow 
bands  of  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Preorbital  moderate,  its 
lower  edge  scarcely  at  all  indented  or  entirely  continuous,  spineless;  sub- 
orbital stay  scarcely  visible;  preocular  spines  small,  the  3 upper  directed 
backward  and  slightly  diverging,  nearly  equidistant  and  of  equal  size, 
the  2 lower  minute  or  obsolescent;  opercular  spines  small,  without  visible 

* Referring  to  Dr.  Girard’.s  description  of  this  species.  Dr.  Gill  remarks : 

“It  is  also  proper  to  remark  that  2 species  are  apparently  confounded  by  Girard  under 
the  name  Sebastes  melanoj>s,  1 with  ‘.a  small  spine  upon  the  suprascapular  bone,  2 
others  npon  the  edge  of  the  opercle,’  and  another  from  Cape  Flattery,  with  the  lower 
oi)ercular  si)ine  as  well  as  the  supraorbital  ridges  obsolete,  and  the  forehead  between  the 
eyes  perfectly  arched.  The  latter  may  be  named  Sebastosomus  simulans  (Gill).” 
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ridges.  Gill  rakers  slender,  2 in  orbit,  23  or  24  on  anterior  limb  of  first 
arch.  Dorsal  fin  rather  lovr,  the  spines  delicate,  the  fifth  longest,  2^  to  2^ 
in  head,  the  second  abont  equal  to  the  eleventh,  the  twelfth  about  1^  in 
the  thirteenth,  the  membrane  rather  deeply  incised  anteriorly  and  reach- 
ing about  halfway  up  the  thirteenth  spine;  soft  rays  about  equaling  the 
spines;  candal  fin  slightly  lunate,  its  length  about  14  in  head;  second  and 
third  anal  spines  about  equal  in  length,  the  former  a little  the  stronger,  1^ 
in  the  soft  rays  : pectorals  reaching  very  nearly  to  vent,  a little  less  than 
head,  34  in  body,  their  base  nearly  3 in  their  length,  the  median  rays  long- 
est ; ventrals  not  reaching  vent,  about  1^  in  pectorals.  Scales  on  body, 
opercles,  and  interorbital  space  sti’ongly  ctenoid,  those  on  mandibles,  max- 
illaries,  and  most  of  those  on  cheeks  cycloid ; preorbital  and  snout  with 
minute  scales;  accessory  scales  few.  Color  in  alcohol,  dark  reddish 
brown,  mottled  with  lighter;  top  of  head  nearly  black;  a dark  stripe  on 
edge  of  lower  jaw,  another  on  maxillary;  a dark-brown  band  from  pre- 
orbital downward  and  backward  to  posterior  edge  of  preopercle ; a broader 
band  from  posterior  rim  of  orbit  backward  and  downward  across  pre- 
opercle andopercle;  fins  all  dusky,  the  dorsals  somewhat  mottled ; peri- 
toneum black.  Coast  of  Alaska,  rare;  not  recently  noticed  except  about 
Kadiak.  The  above  description  is  taken  from  3 specimens,  5^  to  5f  inches 
long,  from  Kadiak,  in  the  possession  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
Xo  others  have  been  obtained  since  the  time  of  Pallas  and  Tilesius.  {cilia- 
tus:  cUuim,  eyelid,  with  the  lashes.) 

Epinephelus  eiliatui,*  TrLEiirs.  Mem.  Ac.  Sci.  St.  Petersb.,  iv,  1810,  474,  “ Camtschaticus 
et  Americanus;”  no  specific  locality  given,  probably  from  abont  Kadiak. 

Perea  variabili*,  Pallas.  Zoogr.  Eosso-Asiat.,  m.  241, 1811.  Aleutian  Islands.  (Type  in 
museum  of  Berlin;  red  specimens  of  Sehastoden  aleutianus  included  as  the  summer 
coloration  of  “ rariabilis.'') 

Sebastes  rariabilis,  Cttveeb  <5c  Valexciexxes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  rv,  347;  Guxther,  Cat., 
n,  99. 

ASebastodes  ciliatus,  .Jokdax  & GmsERT,  Synopsis,  658,  1883;  Crameb.  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci. 
1895, 592. 


21S5.  SEBASTODES  MTSTIXUS,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert. 

(Peche  Pbetre;  Peiest  Fish;  Black  Eockfish.) 

Head3i;  depth  2f;  pectorals  34  in  head.  D.  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  9;  scales  66, 
50  to  55  pores.  Body  oval-oblong,  compressed,  both  outlines  evenly  curved. 
Head  rather  blunt,  compressed;  profile  oblique,  almost  straight,  becoming 
convex  with  age.  Mouth  smaller  than  in  any  of  the  preceding  species, 
oblique,  lower  jaw  protruding;  premaxillaries  on  level  of  lower  rim  of 
orbit;  maxillaries  dilated  behind,  reaching  posterior  margin  of  pupil, 
thickly  scaled  behind,  their  length  24  in  head.  The  region  between  and 
in  front  of  eyes  bulging  considerably;  preopercle  with  rather  strong 
spines,  the  2 at  the  angle  longest ; opercular  spines  rather  strong.  Spinous 
dorsal  very  low,  the  longest  spines  24  in  head,  lower  than  soft  rays,  fin 
rather  deeply  emarginate;  second  anal  spine  stronger  than  third,  and  a 
little  shorter,  34  in  head  ; pectoral  fins  long,  about  as  long  as  head,  their 


D.  XIII.  14;  A.  III.  8;  scales  43;  no  description  of  color. 
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middle  rays  longest,  reaching  beyond  ventrals  to  about  tenth  dorsal  spine; 
caudal  emarginate.  Bones  of  skull  thick ; spines  all  absent,  except  pre- 
ocular, which  is  sometimes  present,  ridges  obsolete  except  the  parietal, 
which  are  low  and  weak,  somewhat  curved,  the  parietals  meeting  or 
slightly  separated;  interorbital  space  broad,  evenly  convex,  2f  in  base 
of  skull ; mesethmoid  processes  small,  somewhat  compressed,  not  elevated ; 
ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rudimentary;  base  of  skull  very  strongly 
curved.  Slaty  black,  becoming  paler  below  the  lateral  line;  sides  more 
or  less  mottled;  tips  of  lower  jaw  black;  top  of  head  with  3 indistinct 
cross  bars,  extending  cn  the  cheeks;  a dark  bar  on  anterior  edge  of  oper- 
cle;  fins  all  dusky ; peritoneum  black.  Length  14  inches.  Puget  Sound 
to  San  Diego ; the  most  abundant  species  of  the  family  about  San  Fran- 
cisco; found  in  rather  shallow  water.  a priest,  from  the  dark 

color.) 

Sebastichtys  mystinus,  Jordan  & GmBERT,  Proc.  U.  S.  ^N’at.  Mus.  1880,  455,  and  1881,  56,  70 
San  Francisco.  (Type,  No.  26965.  Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  mystinus,  JouvAH  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  659,  1883. 


Subgenus  ACUTOMENTUM,  Eigenmann  & Beeson. 

2186.  SEBASTODES  EXTOMELAS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  ; depth  3| ; pectoral  3|  in  head.  D.  XIII,  15 ; A.  Ill,  8 ; scales  65. 
Body  oblong-elongate,  back  little  arched.  Caudal  peduncle  slender.  Pro- 
file less  steep  than  in  S.  oralis,  snout  blunter.  Mouth  small,  short  maxillary 
extending  to  below  middle  of  eye,  its  length  2^  in  head;  lower  jaw  pro- 
truding, its  tip  entering  the  profile ; preorbital  very  narrow,  without  spine. 
Eye  large,  less  than  interorbital  space,  4 in  head.  Cranial  ridges  mostly 
covered  by  the  scales;  preopercular  spines  small,  directed  backward;  oper- 
cular spines  small;  jaws,  preorbital,  and  snout  with  small  scales.  Gill 
rakers  numerous,  long  and  slender,  their  length  about  f diameter  of  eye. 
Dorsal  spines  very  low  and  slender,  longest  about  3 iu  head,  fin  moderately 
emarginate;  soft  dorsal  long  and  low,  not  much  higher  than  spines;  cau- 
dal lunate;  anal  low,  its  second  spine  stronger  than  third,  but  not  so  high, 
3:|r  iu  head;  pectorals  moderate,  reaching  beyond  ventrals,  not  to  vent. 
Bones  of  skull  rather  thick,  ridges  all  absent  except  the  parietals,  which 
are  low  and  weak;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and 
parietal  spines  usually  present,  weak;  parietal  bones  scarcely  meeting; 
interorbital  space  broad,  3 in  base  of  skull,  convex;  ventral  process  of 
basisphenoid  weakly  developed  in  young  (rudimentary  in  adults) ; meseth- 
moid processes  somewhat  compressed,  not  elevated;  base  of  skull  very 
strongly  curved.  Dull  olive  green ; sides  with  obscure,  round,  rusty  spots ; 
belly,  lips,  and  lower  parts  tinged  with  creamy;  obscure  light  and  dark 
shades  across  cheeks;  2 or  3 obscure  dark  vertical  bars;  fins  all  dusky, 
somewhat  reddish  tinged;  lower  half  of  pectoral  reddish;  peritoneum  jet- 
black.  Length  12  inches.  Coast  of  California,  Point  Concepcion  to  Mon- 
terey Bay,  in  deep  water;  rare.  {£vt6<;,  within;  jneha^,  black.) 

3030 35 
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Sebastichthys  entoinclas,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  142,  Monterey, 
California.  (Type,  Xo.  27044.  Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  entomelas,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  659,  1883;  Crajmer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 
Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  293,  pi.  58,  fig.  5. 

2187.  SEBASTODES  RUFUS,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann. 

Head  3;  depth  3|.  D.  XIII,  14|;  A.  Ill,  84;  56  pores  iii  lateral  line. 
Body  compressed,  elongate;  profile  straight,  less  steep  than  in  Sebastodes 
oval  is,  snont  broader.  Eye  moderate,  orbit  slightly  longer  than  snout,  3|^ 
to  4 in  head.  Maxillary  reaching  to  middle  or  little  beyond  middle  of  eye ; 
mandible  tvith  a prominent  symphyseal  knob.  luterorbital  slightly  con- 
vex, as  Avide  as  orbit  in  smaller  specimen,  tvider  in  the  larger;  preocular, 
supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present;  the  pari- 
etal ridges  higher,  narrower,  more  diA'erging  and  more  conspicuous  than 
in  S,  oralis;  preocular  ?s  fully  developed  as  in  S.  oralis;  preorbital  very 
narrow,  about  4 in  orbit,  with  2 small  backward-directed  spines;  preoper- 
cular  spines  long  and  slender,  all  of  them  longer  and  stronger  than  S.  oralis, 
the  lower  2 A^ery  long,  the  second  reaching  beyond  base  of  third,  not  nearly 
reaching  l)ase  of  third  in  S.  oralis.  Head  entirely  coA'ered  Avith  moderate- 
sized scales,  those  of  bodj’  larger.  Outlines  of  spinous  dorsal  little  arched, 
highest  spine  slightly  more  than  3 in  head,  the  highest  ray  about  equal 
to  highest  spine;  caudal  emarginate;  anal  spines  graduated,  second  equal 
to  highest  dorsal  spine.  Rufous,  variouslj’^  marked  with  brown ; lateral 
line  rufous;  upper  angle  of  opercle,  a line  from  eye  downward  and  back- 
ward to  upper  half  of  pectoral,  another  parallel  to  it  from  upper  angle  of 
maxillary  backward,  and  tips  of  jaws  dark  brown;  these  markings  con- 
spicuous; head  otherAvise  rufous;  axil  black;  margin  of  spinous  dorsal 
and  greater  part  of  membranes  of  soft  dorsal  black ; base  of  dorsal  rufous, 
spotted  with  darker;  caudal  dusky;  membranes  of  the  remaining  fins 
chiefly  black,  the  rays  rufous;  peritoneum  jet-black.  Length  aliout  22 
inches.  San  Diego;  Cortez  Banks;  not  seen  by  us.  (Eigenmaun  & Eigen- 
man  n.)  (r  Ilf  us,  red.) 

Sebastodes  rufus,  Eigenaianx  & Eigex.aiann,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1890,  13,  Point  Loma; 
Cortez  Banks.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Eigeniuann.) 

2188.  SEBASTODES  M.tCDOXALDI  (Eigenmann  & Beeson). 

Head  3 in  total  length;  depth  3f . ‘ D.  XIII,  13^;  A.  Ill,  74.  Elongate; 
head  pointed;  eye  small,  orbit  If  in  snout,  4f  in  head,  in  interorbital; 
lower  jaw  projecting;  maxillary  reaching  to  below  posterior  margin  of 
eye,  2 in  head.  Interorbital  .slightly  convex,  Avithout  ridges ; cranial  ridges 
low,  obscure,  all  terminating  in  short  spines;  preocular,  supraocular, 
postocular,  tympanic  and  parietal  spines  present;  preorbital  f diameter 
of  orbit,  with  3 retrorse  .spines  below,  the  posterior  smalle.st;  a retrorse 
spine  just  lielow  orbit;  opercular  .spines  simple  and  strong.  Mandible, 
maxillaries,  .suborbitals,  and  entire  snout  scaled;  scales  of  head  small, 
ctenoid,  those  of  body  larger.  Spinous  dorsal  regularly  arched,  fourth 
and  fifth  spines  highest,  3 in  head,  highest  ray  3|  in  head;  anal  spines 
graduated,  the  second  considerably  stronger  but  shorter  than  third,  the 
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latter  5i  in  head,  longest  ray  3 in  head;  pectorals  reaching  somewhat 
beyond  ventrals.  Top  of  head  and  hack  chiefly  black,  lateial  line  ver- 
milion, a blackish  l)and  just  below  lateral  line,  much  wider  forward, 
extending  on  sides  below  the  fifth  dorsal  spine;  a large  opercular  spot,  a 
broad  band  downward  and  backward  from  eye,  a narrow  one  across 
cheek  below  eye,  lips  and  tip  of  lower  jaw  chiefly  black,  rest  of  head  and 
sides  chiefly  vermilion ; anal  and  ventrals  vermilion,  pectorals  and  caudal 
blackish,  dorsal  nearly  black,  axils  dusky.  Peritoneum,  black.  Length 
24  inches.  San  Diego;  not  seen  by  us.  (Eigenmann  & Eigenmann.) 
(Named  for  Hon.  Marshall  McDonald.) 

Sebastodes  j^roriger,  Eigenmaxn  & Eigenmann  (not  of  Jordan  & Gilbert),  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 
Sci.  1890, 15,  San  Diego. 

Acutomentum  macdonaldi,  Eigenmann  & Beeson,  Amer.  Naturalist  1893,  669,  San  Diego. 
(Coll.  Eigenmann.) 


2189.  SEBASTODES  BRETISPIMS  (Bean). 

Head  2|-;  depth  3L  E.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales  86  or  87,  51  tubes. 
Body  elongate,  compressed,  its  greatest  width  4 length  of  head;  caudal 
peduncle  short,  its  least  depth  ^ of  its  length  from  end  of  soft  dorsal  to 
base  of  middle  caudal  rays;  head  similar  in  shape  to  that  of  S.prorifier. 
Cranial  ridges  almost  obsolete,  except  on  the  occiput,  where  the  spines 
are  long  and  depressed,  nearly  as  long  as  the  eye;  preocular  and  supra- 
ocular spines  present;  no  tympanic  spines.  Mouth  large,  the  broadly 
expanded  maxillary  reaching  beyond  the  middle  of  the  eye;  length  of  the 
upper  jaw  (intermaxilla  and  maxilla)  almost  ^ length  of  head;  lower  jaw 
much  projecting,  its  length  equaling  that  of  eye  and  postorbital  part  of 
head;  upper  half  of  the  maxilla  covered  with  very  fine  scales;  the  man- 
dible also  has  fine  scales  along  its  middle  and  posterior  portions;  mandible 
with  a well-developed  knob  at  the  symphysis;  eye  f as  long  as  snout, 
rather  more  than  4 length  of  head,  and  about  equal  to  width  of  the 
nearly  flat  interorbital  space;  width  of  preorbital  less  than  I length  of 
eye ; preopercular  spines  short  and  sharp,  second  longest,  about  ^ as  long 
as  the  eye,  thii  first,  fourth,  and  fifth  very  small;  the  points  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  directed  obliquely  downward  and  backward.  Gill  rakers  mod- 
erately long  and  slender,  11  + 23,  the  longest  at  the  angle  4 as  long  as  the 
snout  or  | as  long  as  the  eye.  Spinous  dorsal  low,  tlie  first  spine  | as  long 
as  the  second,  and  rather  more  than  | as  long  as  eye;  the  fourth  to  the 
sixth  spines  longest,  rather  more  than  ^ length  of  head.  Membrane  of 
soft  dorsal  and  to  some  extent  that  of  the  spinous  dorsal  scaly;  longest 
soft  ray  of  dorsal  rather  shorter  than  the  longest  spine;  the  last  soft  ray 
as  long  as  the  first  spine;  first  anal  spine  very  short,  ?-  as  long  as  the  sec- 
ond, or  ^ as  long  as  the  ej’e;  the  second  spine  shorter  and  stouter  than 
the  third,  equal  to  tlie  snout  in  length;  the  third  si^ine  nearly  1|  times  as 
long  as  the  eye;  longest  soft  ray  exceeding  length  of  longest  dorsal  S])ine 
and  nearly  equal  to  the  postorbital  part  of  the  head;  pectorals  shaped 
very  much  as  in  S. prorhjer,  the  lower  4 or  5 rays  slightly  exserted  at  the 
ends,  the  middle  rays  longest,  slightly  longer  than  the  head  without  the 
postorbital  part;  ventrals  not  extending  as  far  back  as  the  pectorals. 
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their  distance  from  the  vent  equal  to  i their  own  length,  which  is  | length 
of  head.  Peritoneum  silvery  white.  In  spirits  the  back  is  pale  rusty 
brown;  the  sides  below  the  lateral  line  paler;  belly  whitish;  traces  of 
dark  color  on  the  membrane  of  the  spinous  dorsal;  soft  dorsal,  pectorals, 
ventrals,  and  anal  pale:  some  traces  of  brownish  on  the  caudal  mem- 
branes. In  S.jyroriger  the  second  anal  spine  is  distinctly  longer  than  the 
third;  the  peritoneum  is  black;  a tympanic  spine  is  present:  the  gill 
rakers  40  in  number  and  many  of  them  club-shaped  at  the  end,  the  longest 
rather  more  than  4 the  length  of  the  eye;  the  fourth  and  fifth  preopercu- 
lar  spines  are  directed  horizontally  backward,  and  the  scales  are  in  75 
rows.  These  comparisons  are  <lrawu  from  the  tjqie  of  S.juoriffer.  Length 
144  inches.  Coast  of  southeastern  Alaska  (Bean)  ; not  seen  by  us;  known 
only  from  the  type  taken  in  Hassler  Harbor,  (hreris,  short : spinna,  spine.) 

Sebastifhthys  proriger  var.  brevi.^pinis,  Beak,  Proc.  T.  S.  Xat.  Mns.  1883,  359,  Hassler  Har- 
bor, southeastern  Alaska.  (Tyx)e.  Xo.  32004.  Coll.  Capt.  Henry  E.  2s  ichols.) 
Sebaitodes  proriger,  6c  GmBERT,  Synopsis.*  950,1883;  Alaskan  5]>ecimens. 

Sebaetiehthys  brerispinis,  Jobdak,  Cat.  Fishes  X.  Anier.,  107,  1885;  Beak,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat. 
Mbs.  1894.  627. 


2190.  SEBASTODES  OTALIS  (Ayres). 

(VrrvA;  Wroow-FisH.) 

Head  3 ; depth  2f . D.  XIII,  14 ; A.  Ill,  8 ; pectoral  3y ; height  of  dorsal  8 ; 
lateral  line  about  70.  Body  deep,  almost  oval,  back  considerably  elevated, 
profile  steep,  lower  jaw  considerably  protruding;  mouth  not  large,  max- 
illary reaching  to  posterior  edge  of  pupil,  its  length  about  24  in  head; 
preopercular  spines  long  and  slender,  all  projecting  backward;  opercular 
spines  strong ; preorbital  narrow,  with  2 bluntish  spines.  Gill  rakers  very 
long  and  slender,  longest  f diameter  of  eye.  Eye  large,  slightly  longer 
than  snout.  Dorsal  fin  very  low,  notch  between  spinous  and  soft  parts 
very  shallow,  height  of  2 parts  about  equal  (24  in  head),  the  membrane 
joining  last  spine  at  about  f its  height;  second  anal  s])ine  longer  and 
stronger  than  third,  almost  as  high  as  soft  rays,  24  in  head;  pectorals 
long,  reaching  beyond  tips  of  ventrals;  caudal  emarginate;  maxillary 
and  mandible  scaly : bones  of  skull  rather  thick,  preocular  spines  strong, 
supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spiues  present,  small,  and 
weak,  ridges  nearly  obsolete,  except  parietal,  which  is  low  and  weak; 
parietal  bones  meeting;  interorbital  space  34  in  base  of  skull,  slightly 
convex;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rather  weak  in  young  (rudimen- 
tary in  adults) ; mesethmoid  processes  compressed,  rather  weak,  not  ele- 
vated; base  of  skull  very  much  curved.  Olivaceous,  strongly  tinged  with 
creamy  red,  especially  below ; membrane  of  both  dorsals  covered  with 
many  small,  round,  black  spots;  similar  spots  usually  on  body;  upper  fins 
greenish,  lower  yellowish,  mostly  dark-edged;  caudal  fin  dark;  young 
more  green,  with  2 or  3 large  black  blotches  on  upper  part  of  sides,  and 

* The  .statement  in  Jordan  6c  Gilbert’s  Synopsis,  p.  9.50,  that  Sebastodes  proriger  ha.s  been 
confounded  by  Tilesius  and  Pallas  with  Seba-stode-g  eUiatug  is  erroneous.  The  specimens 
called  by  them  ciliatug  and  tariabilis  include  ciliotug  and  aleutianus.  The  true  proriger  is 
not  yet  known  from  Alaska. 
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without  dark  spots  on  fins;  peritoneum  black.  Length  14  inches.  Coast 
of  California,  San  Diego  to  San  Francisco,  rare;  in  rather  deep  water. 
(ovalis,  oval.) 

Sebastodes  ovalis,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1862,  209  to  212,  fig.  65,  San  Francisco;  Jordan 
& Gilbert,  Synopsis,  660, 1883 ; Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895, 594,  pi.  58, 
fig  6. 

Sebastichthys  ovalis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,143;  Eigenmann  «fe 
Eigenmann,  West  American  Scientist  1889, 128. 

2191.  SEBASTODES  EIGENMANM,  Cramer. 

Head2-i"^, ; depth  2f.  D.  VIII,  14 ; A.III,  8 ; P.  18|;  pores  in  lateral  line  41(+ 
2 on  base  of  caudal);  transverse  rows  of  scales  41.  Body  compri'ssed,  its 
width  (behind  opercles)  about  24  in  its  depth ; greatest  width  of  head  2|  in 
its  length;  profile  steep;  interorbital  space  flat,  5y  in  head;  suj^raociilar 
and  parietal  ridges  quite  well  developed,  the  former  flat,  the  latter  diverg- 
ing backward;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocnlar,  tympanic  and  parietal 
spines  jiresent,  not  very  large,  but  sharp ; a curved  shallow  groove  at  each 
side  of  interorbital  space  inside  of  the  supraocular  ridges.  Orbit  large, 
nearly  circular,  3^  in  head,  its  upper  rim  on  a level  with  the  profile. 
Snout  short,  about  equal  to  iuterorbital  width ; preorbital  moderate,  with 
2 small,  sharp  spines  directed  downward  and  backward;  maxillary  2^ 
in  head,  reaching  a little  beyond  vertical  from  posterior  edge  of  pupil; 
mandible  projecting  somewhat,  with  a moderate  symphyseal  knob.  The 
ujipermost  preopercular  spine  small,  directed  a little  upward,  the  second 
longest,  horizontal,  the  fourth  and  fifth  small,  but  evident;  upper  oper- 
cular spine  slender  and  sharp,  the  lower  shorter.  Gill  rakers  long  and 
slender,  about  2^  in  the  orbit,  23  on  horizontal  limb  of  first  arch.  Scales 
rough,  ctenoid,  those  on  opercles,  cheeks,  and  interorbital  sjiace  and  snout 
somewhat  rough ; those  on  maxillary,  mandible,  and  breast  mostly  cjmloid ; 
very  few  accessory  scales.  Spines  of  dorsal  moderate,  the  fourth  longest, 
2^  in  head,  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  nearly  equal,  the  twelfth  2jr  in  the 
fourth,  the  membrane  deeply  incised ; longest  dorsal  ray  about  equal  to 
longest  spine;  anal  spines  graduated,  the  second  nearly  as  long  as  and  but 
little  stronger  than  third,  2;5  in  head,  1^  in  the  soft  rays;  caudal  truncate, 
or  a little  rounded;  base  of  pectorals  4 in  head,  the  9 lower  rays  simple, 
the  middle  rays  longest,  reaching  a little  beyond  vent,  3^  in  length  of 
body;  ventrals  reaching  vent.  Color  in  alcohol,  reddish  brown;  pale 
below;  dorsal  and  pectorals  dusky;  membranes  of  spinous  ilorsal  black- 
edged,  and  tips  of  ventrals  blackish;  peritoneum  white,  with  a few  black 
specks.  This  species  is  nearest  to  Sebastodes  ovalis,  but  the  mouth  is 
larger  and  the  color  different.  One  specimen,  7 inches  long,  taken  at 
Monterey,  California.  (Named  for  Dr.  Carl  H.  Eigenmann,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Indiana,  in  recognition  of  his  work  on  the  genus  Sebastodes.) 

Sebastodes  eigenmanni,  Cramer,  in  Jordan,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  239,  pi.  42,  Monterey 
California.  (Coll.  Dr.  W.  W.  Thoburn.  Type,  No.  4046,  L.  S.  Jr.  UnivL  Mus.) 

2192.  SEBASTODES  IIOPKIXSI,  Cramer. 

Head  3;  depth  3?.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  7.  Transverse  rows  of  scales 
(halfway  between  lateral  line  and  back)  about  52;  pores  about  51.  Body 
compressed,  not  very  deep ; profile  steep ; depth  of  caudal  peduncle  a little 
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less  than  orbit.  Head  compressed;  eye  large,  orbit  3^  in  head;  inter- 
orbital space  evenly  convex,  4^  in  head;  cranial  ridges  nearly  obsolete; 
parietal  ridges  very  low  but  broad,  brown;  nasal  spines  small,  far  apart; 
preocular  rather  strong,  triangular;  supraocular  and  postocnlar  usually 
present,  very  minute;  tympanic  and  parietal  spines  sometimes  present. 
Month  moderate,  oblique;  maxillary  very  little  more  than  3 in  head, 
nearly  reaching  vertical  from  center  of  pupil,  its  posterior  end  very  wide, 
2 in  orbit;  lower  jaw  much  projecting,  with  a prominent,  forwardly 
directed,  symphyseal  knob,  which  enters  the  profile;  narrow  bauds  of 
teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  preorbital  rather  narrow,  its  lower 
margin  lobate,  with  sometimes  a small  spine;  preopercular  spines  flat, 
sharp,  nearly  equidistant,  all  directed  backward,  the  second  longest, 
fourth  and  fifth  minute;  oiiercular  spines  flat,  sharp,  somewhat  diverging, 
the  npxier  considerably  larger;  sjiiues  on  shoulder  weak;  gill  rakers  29 
on  anterior  limb,  long,  slender,  very  little  more  than  2 in  orbit.  Dorsal 
spines  slender,  low,  the  fourth  longest,  23  in  head,  the  twelfth  f as  long 
as  longest;  soft  rays  equal  longest  sitines;  only  a slight  notch  between 
the  2 dorsals;  caudal  lunate.  If  in  head;  second  anal  spine  stronger  and 
considerably  longer  than  third,  longer  than  soft  rays,  longer  than  longest 
dorsal  spine,  very  little  more  than  2 in  head;  pectorals  reaching  beyond 
ventrals,  but  not  to  vent,  a little  less  than  head,  34  in  length  of  body, 
their  base  narrow,  equal  to  orbit,  the  lower  rays  not  thickened.  Scales 
rather  small,  everywhere  strongly  ctenoid;  accessory  scales  not  very 
numerous;  preorbital,  snout,  maxillaries,  mandible,  and  branchiostegal 
rays  scaled;  all  the  fin  rays  more  or  less  scaly.  Bones  of  skull  thin, 
cranial  ridges  nearly  obsolete,  parietal  bones  meeting;  iuterorbital  space 
somewhat  convex,  34  in  base  of  skull;  a slight  depression  on  each  side  of 
a sharp  narrow  median  ridge,  and  another  just  within  each  supraocular 
ridge;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rudimentary;  mesethmoid  pro- 
cesses compressed,  not  elevated;  base  of  skull  very  strongly  curved. 
Color  much  as  in  Sehastodes  oralis ; dark  olivaceous,  tinged  with  reddish, 
especially  below;  a large  irregular  dark  blotch  under  soft  dorsal,  crossing 
lateral  line;  a smaller  one  on  lateral  line  below  posterior  part  of  spinous 
dorsal;  top  of  head  and  anterior  part  of  back  to  about  ninth  dorsal  spine 
nearly  uniformly  dark  to  below  lateral  line;  2 indefinite  dark  bands  from 
behind  orbit  across  preopercle  and  opercle;  lips  black;  dorsal  fin  oliva- 
ceous; spinous  dorsal  dark-edged;  soft  dorsal  darker  at  base ; caudal  and 
pectorals  olivaceous;  axils  dark;  ventrals  yellowish;  anal  pale;  no  small 
round  black  spots  anywhere;  peritoneum  black.  Length  of  type  speci- 
men 7f  inches.  Monterey  Bay,  California;  not  rare;  formerly  confounded 
with  the  young  of  S.  oralis;  more  common  than  the  latter.  (^Xamed  for 
Mr.  Timothy  Hopkins,  founder  of  the  Hopkins  Seaside  Laboratory.) 

Sebastodes  hopkinsi,  Ceaxcer,  Proc.  Cal.  A.C.  Sci.  1895,  594,  Monterey  Bay,  California 

(Type,  Xo.  2286,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mas.  ColL  Jordan  &.  Gilbert) ; Jordan,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 

Sci.  1896,  237,  pi.  41. 


2193.  SEBASTODES  ALUTUS  (Gilbert). 

Head  2f  to  2f ; depth  3 to  34;  eye  34  in  head.  D.  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  8;  P. 
17 ; scales  60.  Mouth  large,  maxillary  reaching  back  of  pupil,  24  to  24  in 
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head;  premaxillarie^  notched,  the  syiuphyseal  patch  of  teeth,  however, 
shutting  outside  them.  Teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines  in  very  nar- 
row bauds  except  at  symphysis  and  on  vomer;  a conspicuous  depression 
on  each  side  of  symphysis  to  receive  the  anterior  premaxillary  patch. 
Eye  very  large,  the  diameter  exceeding  snout.  Iiiterorbital  space  very 
wide,  flat  or  slightly  convex,  conspicuously  grooved,  its  width  If  eye. 
Soft  fins  wholly  enveloped  in  fine  scales.  Cranial  ridges  all  low,  the  spines 
slender;  coronal  and  nuchal  spines  alone  absent.  Mandible  projecting 
much  beyond  the  upper  profile  of  head,  the  syiuphyseal  knob  very  strongly 
developed  in  the  adult,  not  noticeably  so  in  young.  Gill  rakers  long 
and  numerous,  f as  long  as  eye.  Second  and  third  anal  spines  about 
equal.  Cranial  ridges  all  very  low,  inconspicuous  and  with  a small 
spine  or  none;  nasal  and  preocular  evident;  supraocular,  postocular,  and 
tympanic  present  but  hidden  by  scales,  more  conspicuous  in  the  very 
young;  parietal  ridges  evident,  ending  in  low  spines;  preorbital  narrow, 
its  least  width  f eye,  its  anterior  edge  with  2 long  mucous  slits,  and  in 
some  cases  a single  backwardly  directed  sj^ine;  opercular  and  humeral 
spines  well  developed;  preopercular  spines  flat,  not  very  large,  the  upper 
2 a-pproximated,  the  lower  2 broadly  triangular,  tipped  with  short  spines, 
directed  downward  and  backward ; dorsal  spines  curved,  the  longest  2f 
to  2f  in  head,  the  twelfth  about  f the  longest;  soft  dorsal  about  as  high 
as  the  longest  spines;  anal  spines  strong,  the  second  slightly  shorter  than 
the  third,  which  equals  or  slightly  exceeds  diameter  of  eye.  In  the 
young  the  second  anal  spine  constantly  equals  or  exceeds  the  third,  but 
grows  relatively  shorter  with  age ; soft  anal  rays  higher  than  soft  dorsal, 
2f  in  head;  caudal  well  notched,  ventrals  long,  reaching  vent;  pectorals 
longer,  reaching  nearly  to  front  of  anal.  Gill  rakers  long,  clavate,  f 
diameter  of  orbit,  25  on  anterior  limb  of  arch.  Scales  rough,  ctenoid, 
with  many  accessory  minute  ones,  which  are  especially  abundant  on  head 
and  nape ; head  wholly  scaled,  including  the  interopercle,  maxillary  and 
mandible,  and  the  outer  branchiostegal  rays;  anterior  surface  of  pectorals 
and  outer  caudal  rays  closely  invested  with  minute  ctenoid  scales  which 
extend  well  toward  tips,  also  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  fins.  Color  bright 
carmine  red,  lighter  on  belly ; dorsal  dusky,  edged  with  black ; an  elongate 
olive  brown  blotch  along  base  of  soft  dorsal;  a shorter  one  under  the  last 
spines,  and  a faint  one  under  the  middle  of  spinous  dorsal,  the  latter 
extending  farther  down  on  sides;  a dark  blotch  on  back  of  caudal  pedun- 
cle ; belly  silvery,  washed  with  red  ; a dark  blotch  on  opercle,  1 on 
axil,  cross  bar  on  occiput,  1 on  snout  and  2 dusky  bars  on  cheek; 
lower  lip  and  tip  of  mandible  blackish;  mouth  and  gill  cavity  dusky; 
fins  all  red,  the  spinous  dorsal  broadly  margined  with  blackish ; ^perito- 
neum jet-black  in  the  young,  varying  from  black  to  gray  in  adults;  length 
12  to  18  inches.  Pacific  coast  from  Bering  Sea  to  Santa  Barbara;  com- 
mon northward  iu  deep  water.  This  species  was  described  from  a single 
immature  example,  dredged  by  the  Albatross  south  of  Santa  Cruz  Island, 
southern  California.  No  additional  material  was  obtained  during  the 
extensive  dredging  operations  of  the  Albatross  on  the  California  coast. 
The  species  is,  however,  very  abundant  in  the  north  Pacific,  both  north 
and  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  It  was  taken  at  various  dredging 
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stations,  nortli  of  Unalaska  Island,  in  the  vicinity  of  Unimak  Pass,  in 
Bristol  Bay,  and  south  of  the  Alaskan  Peninsula,  in  depths  of  38  to  128 
fathoms.  A single  individual  was  also  taken  with  hook  and  line  in  Una- 
laska Harbor.  At  one  of  the  above  stations  48  specimens  were  taken  with 
the  beam  trawl.  This  additional  material  shows  that  S.  aluius  is  one  of 
the  bright-red  rocklish,  most  closely  allied,  perhaps,  to  S.  miniatus.  From 
the  latter  it  differs  conspicuously  in  the  greatly  produced  mandibular 
symphysis,  with  the  very  pronounced  symphyseal  knob,  as  well  as  in  other 
respects.  It  is  allied  also  to  S.  pror'Kjer,  but  differs  among  other  points  in 
having  both  postocular  and  tympanic  spines  developed.  Its  relations  to 
S.  hrevispi)iis,  Beau,  are  also  close.  (Gilbert.)  (dA.ovr6c,  unwashen,  from 
the  speckled  coloration.) 

Sebastichthys  alutus,  Gn.BERT,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1890,  76,  Santa  Barbara  Islands. 

(Type,  Xo.  48244.  Coll.  Albatross.) 


2194.  SEBASTODES  PRORIGER  (Jordan  &.  Gffbert). 

Head  3;  depth  34.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  7 ; P.  3^  in  length;  scales  75. 
Body  elongate,  somewhat  compressed,  a little  less  slender  than  in  Sehas- 
todes  elongatus,  which  this  species  much  resembles  in  color  and  form. 
Head  rather  small;  month  small,  much  as  in  *8.  ovaJis,  the  short,  broad 
maxillary  extending  to  beyond  the  middle  of  the  eye,  the  premaxillary  on 
the  level  of  lower  margin  of  pupil;  maxillary  2^  in  head;  lower  jaw 
strongly  projecting,  with  a conspicuous  symphyseal  knob.  Eye  very 
large,  longer  than  snout;  preorbital  narrow.  Cranial  ridges  very  low  and 
weak;  preoeular,  supraocular,  tympanic,  and  occipital  present;  most  of 
the  ridges  ]3artly  covered  by  scales;  tympanic  spine  minute;  occijntal 
ridge  not  conspicuous,  the  si)iue  depressed;  preoperciilar  spines  sharp, 
the  second  longest,  the  points  of  all  directed  backward;  opercular  spines 
moderate.  Interorbital  space  broad,  nearly  as  broad  as  the  eye,  somewhat 
regularly  convex,  the  middle  being  elevated.  Gill  rakers  very  long,  slen- 
der and  numerous,  the  longest  longer  than  supraocular  ridge,  and  about 

the  diameter  of  eye.  Scales  rather  small.  Dorsal  fin  very  low,  as  in  S. 
oralis,  not  deeply  emarginate,  the  highest  spine  little  more  than  ^ length 
of  head;  soft  dorsal  low,  ^ as  high  as  long,  the  highest  ray  about  equal  to 
the  longest  spine;  caudal  fin  moderately  forked;  anal  fin  low,  its  length 
nearly  equal  to  the  height  of  its  longest  ray;  second  spine  much  longer 
and  stronger  than  third,  scarcely  shorter  than  longest  ray,  24  in  head; 
pectorals  rather  long  and  narrow,  the  tips  reaching  beyond  tips  of  ven- 
trals  to  vent.  Bright  light  red,  mottled  above  with  dusky  olive  green, 
the  ground  color  forming  distinct  blotches  under  third  dorsal  spine  and 
under  first  and  last  rays  of  soft  dorsal;  lateral  line  running  in  the  middle 
of  a very  distinct  continuous  red  stripe,  precisely  as  in  S.  elongatus;  head 
above  with  purplish  cross  shades;  oj)ercle  with  a dusky  blotch;  2 olive 
shades  radiating  from  the  eye;  lips  and  tiji  of  lower  jaw  blackish;  iris 
red ; caudal  fin  bright  red,  speckled  with  dark  olive ; spinous  dorsal  bright 
red,  the  posterior  part  of  each  membrane  blackish;  soft  dorsal  olive  and 
red;  lower  fins  bright  light  red,  with  shades  of  olive  yellow;  peritoneum 
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black.  Length  10  inches.  Coast  of  California,  from  San  Diego  to  San 
Francisco,  in  deep  water;  not  rare,  {prora,  prow;  gero,  I hear.) 

Sebastichthys  proriger,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  327,  Monterey. 

(Type,  No.  27105.  Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert. ) 

Sebastodes  proriger^  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  661,  1883. 


Subgenus  ROSICOLA,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2195.  SEBASTODES  PIXXIGER  (Gill). 

(Elioma;  Orange  Rockfish.) 

Head  ; depth  2,|;  pectoral  3^.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  7 ; scales  48.  Body 
rather  robust,  elevated,  and  compressed;  mouth  large,  oblique,  maxillary 
reaching  to  below  posterior  margin  of  large  eye,  its  length  | head;  man- 
dible somewhat  projecting,  with  a knob  at  tip ; the  middle  teeth  on  a raised 
base  which  fits  into  the  emargination  of  upper  jaw;  interorbital  space 
as  wide  as  eye,  which  is  4 in  head;  space  between  jiarietal  ridges  concave; 
both  jaws,  preorbital,  maxillary,  mandible,  and  snout  scaly,  scales  on 
lower  jaw  smooth;  preorbital  rather  narrow,  with  2 spines;  preopercu- 
lar  spines  long  and  sharp.  Dorsal  fin  deeply  emarginate,  its  spines  rather 
high,  nearly  as  high  as  soft  rays,  longest  2|  in  head;  caudal  fin  lunate; 
pectoral  fin  long,  reaching  to  tips  of  long  veiitrals,  past  vent;  base  of 
pectoral  narrow,  about  as  broad  as  eye;  second  anal  spine  strong,  nearly 
as  long  as  third,  3 in  head.  Gill  rakers  very  long  and  slender,  nearly  f 
diameter  of  eye;  accessory  scales  numerous,  especially  on  head.  Bones 
of  skull  thick;  parietal  ridges  quite  strong,  ending  in  a siiiiie;  preocular, 
supraocular,  postocular,  and  tympanic  spines  present,  thin,  sharj),  and 
slender,  their  ridges  weak;  parietal  bones  well  separated,  interorbital 
space  convex  (concave  on  each  side  of  center),  broad,  3.V  in  base  of  skull 
in  adult;  mesethmoid  processes  not  elevated,  ventral  process  of  basis- 
jihenoid  rudimentary;  base  of  skull  markedly  curved.  Ground  color 
light  olive  gray,  profusely  blotched  with  bright  clear  orange  red  or  with 
light  orange  yellow,  the  red  shades  predominating  above,  the  pale  below; 
belly  nearly  white;  top  of  head  with  cross  blotches  and  marblings  of 
orange,  alternating  with  pale;  sides  of  the  head  flesh  colored,  with  3 
bright  orange  bands  radiating  from  eye;  maxillary  with  orange  touches; 
lips  pale,  tinged  with  blackish;  inside  of  mouth  pale;  dorsal  fin  with 
membrane  bright  orange,  a large  black  blotch  occupying  membranes  be- 
tween seventh  and  tenth  dorsal  spines;  this  spot  is  usually  distinct,  but 
in  old  examples  sometimes  obsolete;  pectorals  light  red,  mottled  with 
yellowish ; other  fins  all  bright  orange,  without  dusky  tips,  slightly  mot- 
tled with  paler  at  base;  lateral  line  running  in  a distinct  continuous  light- 
graj"  streak,  which  is  not  crossed  by  the  red  markings ; old  specimens  some- 
times with  largo  inky  blotches  on  different  parts  of  the  body;  peritoneum 
pale.  Length  25  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  from  San 
Diego  to  Puget  Sound;  one  of  the  most  abundant  species;  constantly 
found  in  the  markets,  (pinniger,  large -finned. ) 
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,^ehastodes  rosaceus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  ii,  1862,  216,  fig.  62;  not  Sebastes  rotaceug, 
Girard. 

Sebastosomus  pmniger.  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864, 147,  San  Francisco. 
Sebastichthys  pinniger,  Jordan’  A Gilbert,  Proc.  V.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  72. 

Sebastodes  pinniger,  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  662,  1883;  Eigenmann  A Eigenmann, 
Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1890,  16;  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  595,  pi.  59, 
fig.  7. 


2196.  SEBASTODES  lIIMATrS  (Jordan  A Gilbert). 

(Rasciera;  Rasher.) 

Head  2f ; depth  3;  pectorals  3A.  D.  XIII,  II;  A.  Ill,  7 ; scales  47.  Body- 
oblong,  the  form  much  as  in  Sebastodes  jyinnif/er;  head  moderate,  somewhat 
pointed;  month  rather  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  past  pnpil,  its  length 
2 in  head;  premaxillary  on  level  of  lower  edge  of  pupil;  lower  jaw  pro- 
jecting somewhat  beyond  njiper,  with  a moderate  symphyseal  knob; 
middle  of  lower  jaw  elevated,  fitting  into  an  emargination  of  the  upper. 
Head  more  completely  scaly  than  in  related  species,  the  scales  rongher, 
the  scales  on  the  preorbital  and  head  generally  being  fully  ctenoid;  man- 
dible scaled  even  to  the  symphyseal  knob,  its  scales  always  roughly 
ctenoid;  interopercle  fully  scaled;  most  of  the  branchiostegals  with  series 
of  scales;  maxillary,  preorbital,  and  tip  of  snout  fully  scaled;  preorbital 
with  a narrow  neck;  interorbital  space  very  broad,  with  a slight  depres- 
sion on  each  side  of  a median  ridge ; preopercular  spines  rather  long  and 
sharp,  the  second  the  longest,  the  spines  radiating.  Gill  rakers,  as  in 
S.  p'lnnUjei',  very  long  and  slender,  the  longest  about  f diameter  of  the 
eye.  Dorsal  fin  low,  rather  deeply  emarginate,  about  as  in  S. pinniger,  but 
rather  higher,  the  soft  rays  higher  than  the  spines;  caudal  fin  slightly 
emarginate;  anal  fin  rather  high,  the  second  spine  about  as  long  as  third 
and  stouter,  little  more  than  I the  height  of  soft  rays,  about  3 in  head ; 
pectoral  fin  moderate,  the  tip  reaching  about  to  vent,  the  base  rather  nar- 
row; ventrals  very  long,  usually  reaching  past  vent,  almost  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  anal.  Bones  of  skull  thick ; parietal  ridges  low  but  broad, 
ending  in  spines;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  and  tympanic  spines 
present,  sharp,  broad  at  base,  their  ridges  weak ; parietal  bones  widely  sepa- 
rated; interorbital  space  convex  (nearly  fiat),  broad,  3 in  base  of  skull ; ven- 
tral process  of  basisphenoid  partly  developed;  mesethmoid  processes  well 
develojied,  compressed,  not  elevated;  base  of  skull  (parasphenoid)  strongly 
curved.  Color  above,  deep  vermilion,  mottled  with  flesh  color  on  sides, 
belly  light  red;  back  and  sides  everywhere  with  clusters  of  black  dots, 
so  that  the  whole  body  has  a dusky  shade;  top  of  head  and  back  with 
vaguely  defined  cross  blotches  made  of  dark  points ; 3 obscure  orange 
stripes  radiating  from  the  eye;  maxillary  with  a red  streak;  lips  red,  mot- 
tled with  blackish;  under  side  of  head  light  red,  mottled  with  darker; 
inside  of  month  red;  fins  all  bright  vermilion;  spinous  dorsal  spotted 
with  olive  gray  below,  the  membrane  posteriorly  edged  with  blackish ; 
soft  dorsal  spotted  below  with  blackish,  a vertical  dark-olive  streak  on 
each  membrane;  other  fins  tipped  with  blackish,  the  membranes  more  or 
less  dotted;  no  black  blotch  on  the  spinous  dorsal.  Length  24  inches. 
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Coast  of  California,  San  Francisco  to  San  Diego;  common  in  tlie  markets; 
the  bright  red  coloration  different  from  that  of  all  other  si^ecies.  (miniatiis, 
vermilion.) 

Sebastichthys  miniatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  70,  Monterey. 
(Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  miniatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  663, 1883 ; Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci., 
series  2,  v,  1895, 595,  pi.  59,  fig.  8. 

Subgenus  ZALOPYR,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2197.  SEBASTODES  ALEUTIAMJS,  Jordan  & Evermann,  new  species. 

Head  23;  depth  3.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  8;  scales  55.  Gill  rakers  4+20. 
Eye  4 in  head;  maxillary  2+,;  snout  4;  interorhital  space  4;  pectoral  If; 
ventral  If;  third  dorsal  spine  3f;  soft  dorsal  rays2f;  second  anal  spine 
3f;  soft  anal  rays  2;  caudal  Iff;  longest  gill  raker  4 eye.  Body  rather 
deep,  the  back  arched,  the  anterior  profile  stiff  and  nearly  straight;  top 
of  head  broad  and  flatfish.  Interorbital  space  very  broad  with  a low 
naked  ridge  on  either  side  midway  between  eye  and  median  line;  space 
on  each  side  of  each  ridge  concave.  Nasal  spine  sharp;  preocnlar  spine 
short  and  sharp;  supraocular  ridge  low,  its  spine  inconspicuous,  but 
present;  postocular  spine  similar,  but  larger;  tympanic  similar  and  still 
larger.  Frontal  ridge  on  either  side  naked,  without  spine,  but  with  the 
short  sharp  coronal  spine  behind  it,  and  continuous  with  it  under  the 
scales.  Occipital  ridge  sharp,  rather  low,  ending  in  a low  spine,  and 
with  sometimes  1 or  2 spines  on  its  upper  surface ; a low  cross  furrow  sep- 
arating the  occipital  from  the  sharp,  short,  nuchal  spine.  A sharp,  short 
spine  on  the  orbital  rim  at  base  of  suborbital  stay;  3 others  on  the  orbital 
rim  before  it;  3 on  the  lower  edge  of  the  preorbital.  Post-temporal  with 
2 or  3 spinous  points,  a sharp  spine  behind  it  above  angle  of  gill  opening; 
a flat  spine  on  the  humerus.  Opercle  with  2 strong  spines  diverging,  each 
arising  from  a ridge  on  the  bone.  Two  spines  at  junction  of  subopercle 
and  interopercle.  Preopercle  with  5 radiating  spines,  the  second  longest, 
3f  in  eye.  Space  between  occipital  spines  nearly  flat.  Posterior  nostril 
twice  as  long  as  anterior.  Lower  jaw  with  4 large  mucous  pores  on  each 
side,  lower  jaw  projecting,  the  symphysis  thickened.  Scales  rather  large, 
rough  ctenoid,  deciduous;  rough  scales  on  middle  of  maxillary,  and 
almost  all  parts  of  lower  jaw.  Dorsal  sjiines  low,  slender;  soft  dorsal 
higher.  Second  anal  spine  somewhat  shorter  than  third,  the  soft  rays 
high.  Pectoral  rather  long,  not  quite  reaching  vent,  but  beyond  tips  of 
ventrals.  Caudals  slightly  lunate.  Color  plain  uniform  brick  red,  the 
edge  of  dorsal,  anal,  caudal,  and  ventral  blackish;  pectoral  without 
dusky  shade;  traces  of  3 dusky  shades  across  cheeks  and  opercles; 
inside  of  mouth  and  gill  opening  coppery  red;  peritoneum  silvery. 
Aleutian  Islands  to  Kadiak;  probably  common  in  water  of  moderate 
depth.  This  strongly  marked  species  is  the  type  of  a distinct  subgenus, 
Zalopijr,  Jordan  & Evermann,  characterized  by  the  spinous  suborbital 
and  the  increased  number  of  cranial  spines.  The  species  * is  here  described 

* Specimens  probably  of  this  species  have  been  taken  in  stomachs  of  the  fur  seal  {Oal- 
lorhinus  alascanus,  Jordan  & Clark)  about  Kadiak.  It  is  said  that  this  species  and 
/Sebastodes  ciliatus  are  occasionally  taken  in  salmon  nets  at  Karluk,  on  Kadiak  Island. 
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from  4 specimens,^  14  to  2 feet  long,  dredged  in  110  fathoms  in  Shelikof 
Strait,  Alaska,  off  Karlnk,  Kadiak  Island,  July  20,  1897.  (Coll.  JIhaiross.) 
It  is  nearest  Sehastodcs  miniatus,  but  differs  from  that  and  all  other  Ameri- 
can species  in  the  increased  number  of  cranial  spines,  and  especially  in 
the  presence  of  spines  below  the  eye.  It  is  evident  that  this  is  the  red 
species  wrongly  identified  by  Pallas  as  the  adult  of  his  Perea  rariahilis, 
the  Eplnephelus  eUiaius  of  Tilesins.  One  of  Pallas’s  specimens  from  the 
Aleutian  Islands  has  been  examined  by  Dr.  Jordan  in  Berlin  and  de- 
scribed under  the  name,  doubtless  erroneous,  Sehastodcs  matzuharee,  the 
true  matzuharrw  being  a Japanese  species. 

Perea  variabilis,  Pallas,  Zoogr.  Rosso- Asiat.,  ill,  241, 1811,  Aleutian  Islands ; in  part ; the 

supposed  adult  or  summer  form.  (Specimen,  Xo.  8145,  Mus.  Berl.) 
i<ebastodes  matzubarce,  Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1883, 291;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  X. 

A.,  108,  1885;  prohahly  not  Sebastes  matzubarce  Hilgendorf,  Sitzgher.  Ges.  Xaturf. 

Freunde,  Berlin.  1880, 170,  from  Tesso. 

219S.  SEBASTODES  ATROEFBEXS,  Gilhert,  new  species. 

Head  25 ; depth  2^.  Snout  4f  in  total  length  of  head;  eye  4;  interor- 
bital width  5;  least  width  of  preorbital  24  in  pupil.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill, 
7 ; P.  17 ; oblique  rows  of  scales  above  lateral  line  45.  Body  deep,  com- 
pressed, its  greatest  thickness  about  4 its  greatest  depth.  Caudal  peduncle 
very  deep,  compressed,  its  least  depth  about  i greatest  depth  of  body,  and 
greater  than  length  of  peduncle  behind  base  of  dorsal  fin.  Head  wide, 
heavy,  its  upper  profile  descending  in  a gently  convex  curve  from  front 
of  dorsal,  the  occipital  area  slightly  depressed,  but  not  transversely  flat- 
tened. Interorbital  region  and  occiput  strongly  convex  transversely,  the 
former  with  a shallow  channel  running  parallel  with  each  orbital  margin. 
Lower  jaw  projecting  beyond  the  upper,  the  tip  entering  the  profile.  Xo 
symphyseal  knob.  Maxillary  reaching  a vertical  drawn  midway  between 
hinder  margin  of  the  eye  and  back  of  pupil,  its  length,  measured  from  tip 
of  snout,  equaling  length  of  snout  and  eye,  and  4 lengffh  of  head  to  end 
of  upper  opercular  spine.  Preopercular  spine  short,  regularly  radiating, 
the  second  and  third  longest  diverging,  the  uppermost  very  short,  about 
equaling  the  fourth.  Preorbital  with  2 very  wide  strong  .spines  directed 
downward  and  backward.  Cranial  ridges  low  and  inconspicuous,  but 
evident  throughout  and  terminating  in  strong  spines.  The  nasal,  pre- 
ocular,  postocular,  and  parietal  alone  are  present.  Gill  rakers  long  and 
slender,  9-1-22  on  anterior  arch,  the  longest  24  in  orbit.  Dorsal  spines 
high,  slender,  flexible,  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  equal  in  their  height, 
which  equals  length  of  snout  and  eye.  Outline  of  the  spious  dorsal 
regularly  convex,  much  as  in  Perea.  Membranes  not  deeply  incised.  A 


* The  following  description  is  from  a specimen  in  the  Berlin  Musenm  brought  by  Pallas 
from  the  Aleutian  Islands:  “D.  XIII,  If;  A.  III.  7.  Spines  of  head  low,  developed  about 
as  in  Sebastodes  miniatus  and  pinniger.  Preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic, 
oeci]>ital.  and  nuchal  spines  distinct;  a pair  of  small  coronal  .spines  present,  as  also  a 
small  spine  before  and  one  just  below  eye.  Maxillary  reaching  to  posterior  border  of  eye 
1*  in  head.  Both  jaws  covered  with  rough,  ctenoid" scales.  Interorbital  space  llattish, 
scaled,  its  breadth  a little  less  than  that  of  eye.  Preopercular  spine  short,  simple.  Pre- 
orbital  spines  simple.  Lower  jaw  scarcely  projecting.  Second  anal  spine  scarcely  longer 
than  third.  Longest  dorsal  si)ine  2J  in  head,  a little  less  than  the  longest  short  rays. 
Pectoral  44  in  body.  Color  chiefly  red;  3 dark  shades  across  cheek.” 
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deep  notch  between  dorsals,  the  twelfth  spine  contained  2|  times  in 
the  fourth;  soft  dorsal  higher  than  spinous  dorsal,  the  longest  rays 
slightly  more  than  | length  of  head;  caudal  evenly  rounded,  1,^  in  head; 
anal  spines  graduated,  the  second  not  stronger  than  the  third,  con- 
tained 11  tinuis  in  its  length;  third  spine  2^  in  head;  longest  soft  ray 
If;  ventrals  reaching  vent.  If  in  head;  pectorals  reaching  beyond  vent, 
nearly  to  opposite  first  anal  spine,  the  8 lower  rays  much  thickened,  sim- 
ple and  undivided;  base  of  pectorals  wide,  3|  in  head.  Scales  on  sides 
of  body  weakly  ctenoid,  feeling  smooth  to  the  touch,  those  on  breast 
minute;  no  accessory  scales  on  body;  head  very  completely  scaled, 
including  top  of  head  as  far  forward  as  nasal  spines,  entire  suhorbital 
ring,  exposed  portion  of  maxillary,  and  the  mandible;  accessory  scales 
numerous  on  sides  of  head;  scales  on  maxillary  and  mandible  minute, 
smooth,  i)artially  embedded;  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  densely  envel- 
ox)ed  in  minute  scales  to  their  tips,  the  scales  equally  present  on  rays  and 
membranes;  ventral  rays  scaled  on  anterior  face,  the  membranes  naked; 
the  lower  thickened  rays  and  the  upi)er  4 or  5 rays  of  pectoral  scaled  at 
base  only,  the  others  scaled  to  tip;  axillary  side  of  pectorals  naked.  The 
general  color,  when  fresh,  reddish  orange,  much  mottled  on  back  and  upper 
part  of  sides  with  dark  brown ; dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  dusky  orange, 
with  darker  membranes;  pectorals  and  ventrals  dusky;  lining  of  gill 
cavity  and  peritoneum,  bright  silvery  white;  opercular  flap  orange,  pre- 
ceded by  a dark  blotch ; 3 faint  dark  streaks  on  side  of  head,  1 run- 
ning lengthwise  of  maxillary,  1 from  the  narrow  vsuborbital  across  the 
cheek  to  the  fourth  prcopercular  spine,  a third  from  eye  backward  and 
downward  to  base  of  upper  2 preopercular  spines;  snout  and  mesial  por- 
tion of  lower  lip  dusky;  top  of  head  mottled  with  brown  and  orange 
red;  4 inconspicuous  round  spots  of  clear  orange  along  back,  1 under 
third  and  fourth  dorsal  spines,  1 under  seventh  and  eighth,  1 under  origin 
of  soft  dorsal,  the  last  under  its  terminal  rays.  Most  nearly  related  to 
S.  atrovirens,  having  a strongly  convex  interorbital  space;  strong,  low, 
cranial  ridges  ending  in  short,  strong  spines,  of  which  the  postocular  and 
nuchal  are  wanting.  Caudal  convex.  It  differs  most  conspicuously  in 
its  red  color,  strongly  protruding  lower  jaw,  and  very  long  slender  gill 
rakers.  Length  about  a foot.  Coast  of  California;  known  from  1 speci- 
men, probably  from  Montere5\ 

Sebastodes  atrorubens,  Gilbert  MS.  (Tyi)O,  No.  1873,  L.  S.  J r.  Univ.  Mus.,  from  San  Fran- 
cisco market.) 

2199.  SEBASTODES  ATROVIUEAS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Gaurupa.) 

Mead  3;  depth  2i.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  6;  scales  52.  Bones  of  skull 
thick  ; parietal  ridges  moderate,  ending  in  spines,  supraocular  spine  absent; 
preocular  and  postocular  spines  present,  sharp,  slender,  the  ridges  little 
developed;  tympanic  sometimes  present,  small.  Parietal  bones  widely 
separated;  interorbital  space  nearly  3i  in  base  of  skull,  nearly  Hat,  a 
median  depression  between  2 ridges,  covering  mucous  canals;  ventral 
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process  of  basisplienoid  rudimentary,  sometimes  fairly  well  developed, 
mesetlimoid  processes  compressed,  slightly  elevated;  base  of  skull  (para- 
sphenoid)  strongly  curved.  Body  obloug,  not  tapering  rapidly  backward; 
head  moderate,  rather  pointed;  mouth  moderate,  the  lower  jaw  somewhat 
projecting,  the  maxillarj^  extending  to  beyond  posterior  border  of  pupil, 
its  length  2 in  head;  premaxillary  below  pupil;  eye  large,  in  head; 
nasal  spines  prominent;  preorbital  very  narrow,  with  2 stout  spines;  pre- 
opercular  spines  short,  rather  sharp,  the  second  longer  and  slenderer  than 
the  others;  opercular  and  suprascapular  spines  sharp;  interorbital  space 
widened  backward,  its  width  less  than  that  of  the  eye  and  more  than  the 
length  of  the  parietal  ridge;  gill  rakers  slender,  not  very  long,  the  longest 
^ diameter  of  eye;  preorbital  scaly;  maxillary  partly  scaly;  mandible 
with  some  smooth  scales;  scales  large,  regularly  arranged.  Dorsal  fin 
rather  deeply  emargiuate,  the  spines  moderate,  the  fifth  ^ length  of  head 
and  lower  than  soft  rays;  caudal  truncate;  anal  fin  short  and  high,  its 
spines  slender,  the  second  shorter  than  third,  and  not  much  stronger,  about 
2^  in  head ; longest  soft  rays  in  head ; pectorals  long  and  narrow,  reach- 
ing past  vent  nearly  to  beginning  of  anal,  their  length  | that  of  head, 
their  base  narrow;  ventrals  long,  reaching  just  past  vent.  Olive  green, 
marbled  with  darker,  sometimes  brownish;  belly  pale  yellowish  green; 
fins  olivaceous,  no  red  anywhere.  Length  15  inches.  Coast  of  California, 
San  Diego  to  San  Francisco;  generally  abundant,  especially  southward, 
black;  virens,  green.) 

Sebastichthys  atrovirens,  Jordan  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus,  1880,  289,  Monterey. 

(Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  atrovirens,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  662,  1883;  Crajmer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 

Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  595,  pi.  60,  fig.  10. 


Subgenus  EOSEBASTES,  Jordan  & Everraann. 

2200.  SEBASTODES  SAXICOLA  (Gilbert). 

Head  2|  to  2|;  depth  3 to  3^.  D.  XIII,  12  or  13;  A.  Ill,  7;  lateral  line 
with  45  pores ; eye  large,  2|  to  3^  in  head,  much  longer  than  snout  or 
interorbital  Avidth ; mouth  large,  maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  posterior 
margin  of  pupil,  2^  in  head.  Mandible  laterally  included,  the  tip  strongly 
projecting,  with  conspicuous  symphysealknob,  which  enters  profile.  The 
least  width  of  iuterorbital  space  about  equaling  snout,  5 in  head;  preor- 
bital narrow,  ^ pupil,  with  2 strong  triangular  lobes  with  spinous  tips; 
preopercular  spines  directed  backward,  or  the  lowest  slightly  oblique.  Gill 
rakers  long  and  slender,  the  longest  | orbit,  constantly  10-1-22  or  23.  The 
second  anal  spine  varies  somewhat  in  length,  always  extending  slightly 
beyond  tip  of  third  anal  spine  when  the  fin  is  declined,  usually  not  reach- 
ing tips  of  soft  anal  rays,  its  length  2f  to  2^  in  that  of  head.  Young- 
individuals  with  faint  dark  bars  occupying  usual  position;  a jet-black 
blotch  on  middle  of  soft  dorsal  with  a light  streak  below  it  separating  it 
from  the  back.  Highest  dorsal  spine  2^  in  head,  the  spines  moderately 
strong,  the  membrane  not  deeply  incised;  height  of  soft  rays  about  equal- 
ing that  of  spines;  caudal  emarginate;  second  anal  spine  longer  and 
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stronger  than  third,  and  longer  than  soft  rays,  2 to  2^  in  head;  ventrals 
usually  not  to  vent;  pectorals  nearly  to  front  of  anal.  Scales  rough 
ctenod  on  breast,  maxillary,  mandible,  and  snout.  Bones  of  skull  thin, 
preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal,  and  sometimes  nuchal  spines 
present,  small,  sharp,  the  ridges  moderately  developed;  preocnlar  ridge 
prominent,  the  spine  projecting  above  orbit;  parietal  ridges  somewhat 
curved,  parietal  bones  not  meeting;  interorbital  space  wide,  3f  in  base  of 
skull,  a little  concave,  nearly  flat  between  the  supraocular  ridges;  ventral 
process  of  basisphcnoid  fairly  developed ; mesethmoid  processes  small,  com- 
pressed, not  elevated,  base  of  skull  strongly  curved.  Olivaceous  above, 
silvery  below,  overlaid  below  with  light  red;  young  with  3 or  4 brownish 
black  bars  on  side,  becoming  faint  in  older  examples  and  sometimes  also 
in  young;  in  these  a dusky  blotch  on  occiput,  1 including  front  of  dorsal 
and  1 on  back  of  tail;  dorsal  sometimes  with  black  spots,  the  spinous 
portion  often  with  a snbmedian  band  of  black,  above  which  the  incised 
membrane  is  white;  conspicuous  olive-brown  spots  on  caudal,  usually 
confined  to  base  and  upper  lobe  of  fin ; peritoneum  black ; buccal  and  gill 
cavities  white.  Length  12  inches.  Very  abundant  in  deep  waters  off  the 
coast  of  southern  California;  Santa  Barbara  Islands,  in  from  44  to  155 
fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  (saxwm.  rock;  co/o,  I inhabit.) 

Sebastichthys  saxicola,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  78,  Santa  Barbara  Islands. 

(Coll.  Albatross.) 

Sebastodes  saxicola,  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  596,  60,  lig.  12. 


2201.  SEBASTODES  CRA3IER1,  Jordan. 

Head  2f ; depth  2^.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  7 ; P.  lO-i^^;  pores  in  lateralline, 
48  (H-  1 on  caudal);  transverse  rows  of  scales  49.  Body  compressed,  its 
thickness, 2J  in  its  depth.  Interorbital  space  flat,  44  in  head;  cranial 
ridges  low  but  evident,  the  parietal  ridges  thin.  Preocular,  supraocular, 
postocnlar,  tympanic,  parietal  and  nuchal  spines  present,  the  last-named 
spines  being  marked  off  from  tlie  parietal  ridges  only  by  depressions, 
and  the  parietal  spines  not  well  marked.  Orbit  nearly  circular,  31  in 
head.  Snout  about  equal  to  interorbital  width;  preorbital  with  2 tri- 
angular lobes,  but  no  distinct  spines.  Maxillary  reaching  a little  beyond 
vertical  from  middle  of  eye,  2^  in  head.  Mandible  scarcely  projecting, 
with  a small  symphyseal  knob.  The  3 upper  preoiiercular  spines  nearly 
equal,  a little  divergent,  the  lowest  one  obsolescent.  Opercular  spines 
moderate,  nearly  equal.  Gill  rakers  slender,  2^  in  orbit,  21  on  horizontal 
limb  of  first  arch.  Scales  of  medium  size,  those  on  opercles  and  cheeks 
ctenoid,  those  on  snout,  preorbital,  maxillary,  and  mandible  scarcely 
ctenoid,  or  cycloid;  accessory  scales  in  moderate  number.  Dorsal  spines 
rather  low,  the  fourth  longest,  2f  in  head,  the  twelfth  about  ^ as  long; 
the  membrane  of  spinous  dorsal  rather  deeply  incised;  longest  dorsal 
rays  about  equal  to  longest  spines;  second  anal  spine  about  equal  to 
the  third,  but  stronger,  curved,  3 in  head,  about  1^  in  soft  rays;  caudal 
emarginate ; base  of  pectoral  2f  in  head,  the  10  lower  rays  simple,  the 
middle  rays  longest,  'dt  in  length  of  body,  and  reaching  a little  beyond 
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origin  of  anal;  ventrals  reaching  a little  beyond  vent.  Color  in  alcohol, 
yellowish,  darker  above  (doubtless  bright  red  in  life)  ; 4 short  faint  cross 
bands  on  upper  part  of  sides,  1 under  second,  third,  and  fourth  dorsal 
spines,  a second  under  sixth  and  seventh  spines,  a third  under  ninth,  tenth, 
and  eleventh  spines,  and  the  fourth  under  the  soft  dorsal ; a black  spot  on 
upper  part  of  opercle;  membrane  of  spinous  dorsal  black-edged;  dorsals 
and  pectorals  a little  dusky,  fins  otherwise  pale;  inside  of  mouth  a little 
dusky  at  the  sides  and  in  front  of  tongue ; inside  of  gill  cavities  dusky  in 
front  of  pseudobrauchia? ; peritoneum  dark  brown.  Coast  of  Alaska  ; only 
the  type,  6^  inches  long,  known.  (Named  for  Mr.  Frank  Cramer,  of  Leland 
Stanford  Jr.  University,  in  recognition  of  his  work  on  the  genus 
Sehastodes.) 

Sebastodes  crameri,  Johdax,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896,  451,  coast  of  Oregon,  at  Albatross 

Station  3091,  Lat.  45^  43'  N.,  Long.  124°  12'  W.,  in  87  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  47745.  Coll. 

Gilbert.) 


2202.  SEBASTODES  SEmCINCTUS,  Gilbert. 

D.  XII-I,  13;  A.  Ill,  7.  Head  to  3;  body  slender,  the  depth  3|  to  3| 
in  length.  Mandible  with  a moderate  symphyseal  kuob,  which  projects 
to  enter  the  profile.  Maxillary  scarcely  reaching  vertical  from  middle  of 
pupil,  2f  to  2|in  head.  Eye  averaging  smaller  than  in  S.  saxicola,  3:^  to 
34  in  head  (rarely  3 in  head).  Interorbital  space  of  moderate  width,  flat, 
with  a slight  median  lengthwise  groove  bounded  by  a pair  of  low  rounded 
ridges,  the  groove  and  ridges  sometimes  not  evident.  Preocular,  supra- 
ocular, and  occipital  ridges  low,  but  sharp  and  evident,  terminating  in 
strong  though  slender  spines.  Nasal,  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and 
occipital  spines  present,  the  preocular  the  strongest,  directed  outward 
and  backward  so  as  to  project  over  the  orbit.  Parietals  not  in  contact ; 
preorbital  narrow,  with  2 triangular  or  rounded  lobes,  with  or  without 
slight  spinous  tips.  Preopercular  spines  with  compressed  triangular  base, 
the  upper  2 usually  nearest  together,  directed  backward  or  slightly 
upward,  the  others  backward  and  downward ; a subopercular  and  an  inter- 
opercular  spine  closely  approximated;  3 humeral  spines.  Gill  rakers 
long,  slender,  very  numerous,  developed  as  movable  rakers  to  the  extreme 
anterior  end  of  the  arch ; 10  or  11  gill  rakers  on  vertical  limb  of  anterior 
arch,  27  on  horizontal  limb,  the  longest  slightly  less  than  diameter  . of  eye. 
Fifth  dorsal  spine  highest,  2:1  to  head,  longer  than  the  soft  rays,  the 

membranes  between  spines  not  deeply  incised;  the  notch  between  dorsals 
rather  shallow,  the  twelfth  spine  f to  4 length  of  thirteenth ; caudal  emar- 
ginate;  second  anal  spine  strong,  longer  than  third,  usually  not  reach- 
ing tips  of  soft  rays  when  fin  is  declined;  length  of  second  spine  4 
that  of  head;  ventrals  usually  reaching  to  or  beyond  vent;  the  pectorals 
varying  from  slightly  behind  vent  to  slightly  behind  origin  of  anal. 
Scales  on  breast  cycloid  or  weakly  ctenoid,  elsewhere  on  body  rough 
ctenoid ; head  completely  scaled,  the  scales  on  top  of  head  and  on  cheeks 
ctenoid,  those  on  snout,  maxillary,  mandible,  and  brarichiostegal  rays 
much  reduced  in  size  and  smooth,  46  to  48  tubes  in  the  lateral  line;  about 
95  vertical  transverse  series  above  the  lateral  line,  each  series  under  the 
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dorsal  fins  containing  7 or  8 scales.  Color  in  spirits,  light  brownish  above, 
silvery  on  lower  half  of  sides  and  below  (tinged  with  red  in  life) ; snout  and 
top  of  head  dusky;  sometimes  a dusky  streak  from  tip  of  snout  to  eye,  a 
second  one  crossing  between  preocular  ridges,  and  a third,  less  often  visible, 
on  occiput;  a diamond-shaped  brown  blotch  ou  nape  and  under  front  of 
spinous  dorsal,  extending  downward  nearly  to  lateral  line ; a small  blotch 
under  sixth  and  seventh  dorsal  spines;  a very  conspicuous  saddle-shaped 
brown  crossbar  under  the  eighth  to  eleventh  spines;  this  is  wider  and 
lighter  next  the  back,  becomes  narrower  and  more  intense  just  above  the 
lateral  line,  then  widens  into  an  intense  vertically  elliptical  blotch  on 
middle  of  sides;  a similar  less  intense  bar  under  soft  dorsal,  and  1 on 
caudal  peduncle;  the  lighter  portions  of  these  bars  showing  darker  spots 
and  mottlings;  those  beneath  the  fins  encroaching  somewhat  on  their  basal 
l)ortions;  membranes  of  dorsal  fins  with  ill-defined  roundish  spots  of  light 
brown;  caudal  rays  with  a few  elongate  olive-brown  spots,  some  of  these 
often  forming  a vortical  series  near  base  of  fin ; membranes  between  the 
rays  largely  olive-brown  on  basal  f of  fin ; a faint  dark  spot  above  middle 
of  base  of  pectoral;  j^ectorals,  ventrals,  and  anal  white,  unmarked; 
mouth  and  gill  cavity  white;  peritoneum  brown.  Length  7 inches. 
Very  closely  related  to  &.  saxicola,  from  Avhich  it  differs  conspicuously  in 
its  smaller  size,  its  sharply  defined  cross  l)ars,  the  smaller  head,  smaller 
mouth,  and  smaller  eye,  and  in  the  longer,  more  numerous  gill  rakers. 
Coast  of  California;  taken  rather  abundantly  in  the  Santa  Barbara  Chan- 
nel, and  at  first  confused  with  the  young  of  S.  saxicola.  Specimens  are 
from  Albatross  Stations  2949  and  2959,  in  depths  of  155  and  55  fathoms. 
(Gilbert.)  {semi,  half;  cinctiis,  banded.) 

Sebastodes  semicinctus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896, 449,  pi.  53,  fig.  1,  Santa  Barbara 

Channel,  Lat.  33°  57'  N.,  Long.  119°  53'  30"  W.,  in  155  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  47581. 

Coll.  Albatross.) 


2203.  SEBASTODES  DIPLOPllOA  (Gilbert). 

Head  24;  dejith  2f.  D.  XIII,  12  or  13;  A.  Ill,  7 ; 35  pores  in  lateral  line. 
Maxillary  reaching  beyond  middle  of  pupil,  2,|  in  head;  jiremaxillary 
produced  on  each  side  of  median  line,  forming  2 forwardly  jirojecting 
dentigerous  lobes,  in  the  deep  emargiuation  between  which  fits  the  tip  of 
mandible;  symphyseal  knob  small.  Eye  large,  3 to  34  in  head.  Preor- 
bital  narrow,  ^ pupil,  with  2 strong  diverging  spines;  interorbital  space 
If  in  orbit;  iireopercnlar  siiines  strong,  the  second  usually  the  longest, 
the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  directed  doAvnward  and  backward;  opercular 
spines  longer  than  those  ou  preopercle;  2 small  sjiines  on  shoulder.  Gill 
rakers  long  and  very  slender,  the  longest  f orbit.  Dorsal  splines  mod- 
erate, longer  than  soft  rays,  the  longest  2.}  in  head,  the  twelfth  f its 
height ; caudal  emoi^inate ; second  anal  spine  longer  and  stronger  than 
third,  shorter  tlian  soft  rays,  2f  to  3 in  head;  ventrals  barely  reaching 
vent,  the  pectorals  slightly  beyond.  If  in  head,  with  broad  base,  the 
lower  rays  not  thickened.  Scales  large,  minutely  spinous  and  readily 
deciduous,  very  small  and  cycloid  ou  maxillary,  mandible,  and  breast. 
Fin  membranes  thick  and  scaled.  Bones  of  skull  thin,  cranial  ridges 
3030 30 
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moderately  developed,  parietal  ridges  markedly  curved ; preocular,  post- 
ocular, tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  mostly  thin  and  sharp; 
parietal  bones  meeting;  interorbital  space  4 in  base  of  skull,  concave,  the 
flat  center  bordered  by  2 ridges  (the  roofs  of  the  mucous  canals);  the 
supraocular  ridges  forming  an  elevated  border;  mesetbmoid  processes 
compressed,  not  elevated,  ventral  process  of  basispbenoid  partly  devel- 
oped; base  of  skull  strongly  curved.  Uniform  rose-red  above,  bright  sil- 
very on  sides  and  below,  sparsely  black  punctate,  a faint  dusky  bar 
behind  x^ectorals;  spinous  dorsal  with  dusky  margins,  the  bns  otherwise 
unmarked;  peritoneum  jet-black.  Coast  of  southern  California;  many 
sjmcimens,  the  largest  described  7 inches  long,  from  about  the  Coronado 
Islands,  in  24  fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  (dzTrAooS,  double;  npopa,  a prow.) 

Sebastichthys  diploproa,  Gilbeet,  Proc.  TJ,  S.  Kat.  Mus.  1890,  79,  Coronado  Islands,  Lat.  32° 
44'  20"  N.,  Long.  1170  23'  W.,  in  124  fathoms.  (Type,  i7o.  48238.  Coll.  Albatross.) 
Sebastodes  diploproa,  Ceamee,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  596,  pi.  61,  fig.  13 ; Gil- 
beet, Eept.  U.  S.  Fisli  Comm.  1893  (1896),  467.* 

2204.  SEBASTODES  AURORA  (Gilbert). 

Head  24;  depth  2f.  D.  XIII,  13  or  14;  A.  Ill,  6;  lateral  line  29  (pores) ; 
eye  large,  3^  in  head,  much  longer  than  snout  or  interorhital  sjiace. 
Mouth  large,  maxillary  nearly  reaching  vertical  from  posterior  margin  of 
orbit,  21  in  head,  its  width  equaling  diameter  of  inijiil.  Mandible,  later- 
ally as  well  as  in  front,  largely  shutting  within  the  wide  jiremaxillary 
band  of  teeth;  bands  on  vomer  and  palatines  also  wide.  Preopercular 
spines  regularly  radiating,  the  iixiper  4 more  nearly  equal  than  usual. 
Preorbital  wider,  its  least  width  f pujul,  with  2 strong  triangular  sxiines, 
directed  downward  and  backward.  Gill  rakers  slender,  ihe  longest  little 
more  than  ^ eye.  Dorsal  spines  strong,  not  high,  the  longest  2i  in  head, 
the  twelfth  about  ^ its  height;  soft  rays  lower  than  spines;  caudal 
slightly  emarginate;  second  anal  saline  A'ery  strong,  much  longer  and 
stronger  than  third,  and  about  equaling  in  length  the  soft  rays,  its  length 
about  24  in  head;  ventrals  reaching  to  or  slightly  beyond  vent;  pectorals 
to  front  of  anal.  Scales  very  rough  ctenoid,  those  of  lateral  line  enlarged, 
covering  breast,  branchiostegal  rays,  mandible,  maxillary,  and  part  of 
snout,  everywhere  rough.  Fins  enveloped  in  a more  or  less  lax  mem- 
brane, invested  with  tine  ctenoid  scales.  Bones  of  skull  very  thin;  iireoc- 
ular,  supraocular,  xiostocular,  tympanic,  jiarietal,  nuchal,  and  usually 
coronal  spines  present,  shar^)  and  slender ; ridges  moderate ; jiarietal  ridges 
high,  thin;  parietal  bones  not  meeting;  interorbital  space  narrow,  long. 


* Upou  these  specimens  Dr.  Gilbert  makes  tbe  following  remarks : 

“Ail  these  show  the  characteristic  silvery-white  coloration  on  lower  half  of  sides. 
There  are  traces  of  dark  bars  on  the  sides ; 1 on  nape  and  under  front  of  spinous  dorsal; 
2 on  sides  diverging  downward  from  behind  middle  of  spinous  ^rsal;  1 under  middle  of 
soft  dorsal.  Thei’e  are  corresponding  dusky  marks  on  the  fins^hat  on  soft  dorsal  being 
a distinct  blackish  blotch.  The  projecting  lobes  of  the  premaxillaries  are  evident  in  the 
youngest  individuals.  Fins  and  spines  of  head  about  as  in  adults. 

“ The  gill  rakers  in  this  species  are  9 or  10  -h  23  to  25.  The  maxillary  is  2J  to  2^  in  head. 
The  interorbital  space  is  very  slightly  mort^  than  4 eye.  The  ventral  tins  extend  nearly 
to  vent.  Pectorals  If  in  head.  There  is  considerable  variation  in  the  direction  of  the 
upper  preopercular  spines,  which  are  directed  sometimes  straight  forward,  sometimes 
obliquely  forward  and  downward.  Lower  preorbital  spine  directed  obliquely  down- 
ward and  backward.” 
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4|  iu  base  of  skull,  | diameter  of  orbit,  moderately  concave;  2 broad 
low  ridges  over  the  large  mucous  canals;  mesethmoid  jirocesses  com- 
pressed, thin,  very  little  elevated ; ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rudi- 
mentary, base  of  skull  moderately  curved.  Gill  rakers  very  large  and 
thick,  comparatively  few  in  number,  7 on  vertical  limb,  and  14  or  15 
movable  ones  and  al)out  3 tubercles  on  horizontal  limb  of  gill  arch.  The 
coronal  spines  are  an  inconstant  feature  of  this  species,  absent  nearly  as 
often  as  present.  In  1 specimen  a slight  prominence  on  1 side  indi- 
cates its  position.  Uniform  red,  light  below;  a narrow  black  streak 
along  edge  of  spinous  dorsal,  the  triangular  incised  portions  of  membrane 
above  it  white;  a similar  mark  between  second  and  third  anal  spines; 
fins  otherwise  unmarked;  peritoneum  black;  mouth  cavity  white. 
Length  12  inches.  About  the  Santa  Barbara  Islands,  in  233  and  267 
fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  {aurora,  dawn.) 

Sebastiehthys  aurora.  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1890,  80,  Santa  Barbara  Islands, 
Lat.  33°  55'  30"  N.,  Long.  119°  41'  30"  W.,  in  266  fathoms.  (Type,  Ho.  48239.  Coll. 
Albatross.) 

Sebastodes  aurora,  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  596,  jil.  56,  fig.  15;  Gil- 
bert, Kept.  rr.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  467. 

2205.  SEBASTODES  IIELAXOSTOMUS,  Eigeumann  & Eigenmann. 

The  original  tyiies  of  this  species  are  thus  described:  Head  3^  in  total 
length;  depth  about  3.  D.  XIII,  134  ; A.*  HI;  lateral  line  43.  Body 
short  and  deep ; head  heavy ; mouth  large,  lower  j aw  projecting,  maxillary 
reaching  to  below  posterior  border  of  pupil ; eye  very  large,  orbit  1 in 
snout,  3y  iu  head ; interorbital  space  slightly  depressed,  4f  iu  head ; pre- 
orbital narrow,  3 in  orbit,  with  an  anterior  simple  and  a posterior  many- 
pointed  spine.  Cranial  spines  low  but  distinct,  smooth,  and  covered  with 
skin  to  their  tip;  the  3 ocular,  the  tympanic  and  parietal  spines  present; 
opercular  and  preopercular  spines  long,  simple;  maxillary,  mandible,  pre- 
orbital, and  snout  scaly ; scales  of  opercle  rather  large ; scales  of  sides  very 
large,  with  but  few  accessory  ones.  Gill  rakers  slender,  34  in  orbit. 
Dorsal  spines  all  very  low,  the  third  and  fourth  the  highest,  less  than  an 
orbital  diameter,  the  soft  rays  3 iu  head ; anal  spines  graduated,  the  sec- 
ond not  much  more  than  4^  length  of  soft  rays.  Body  scarlet,  shading  into 
madder  brown  or  blackish  red  above  lateral  line;  fins  vermilion,  the  first 
dorsal  with  its  membranes  narrowly  black-edged;  all  other  fins  more  or 
less  black  on  posterior  half,  the  caudal  most  so ; head  vermilion,  tinged 
Avith  black ; inside  of  mouth  and  gill  cavity  almost  wholly  black ; upper 
posterior  portion  of  gill  membranes  black;  a black  bar  aboA^e  ojiercle; 
peritoneum  black.  Length  about  22  inches.  Point  Loma,  California. 
{iLieXa<;,  black;  6T6na,  mouth.) 

Sebastodes  melanostomus,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  in,  1890, 
17,  Point  Loma,  near  San  Diego,  California.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Eigenmann.) 

2206.  SEBASTODES  lATROMGER  (Gilbert). 

Head  24;  depth  24;  eye  34  to  4 iu  head.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  7 or  8;  P. 
18;  lateral  line  36.  Mouth  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  middle  or 
posterior  third  of  eye,  2 in  head,  its  greatest  Avidth  4 its  greatest  length. 
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Maudible  protruding,  entering  profile  in  large  specimens,  less  jirominent 
in  the  young.  Symphyseal  knob  present,  but  not  conspicuous.  Teeth  on 
jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines  in  narrow  bands.  Eye  large,  longer  than 
snout.  Interorbital  space  slightly  concave,  with  2 evident  longitudinal 
ridges.  Cranial  ridges  sharp-edged  and  moderately  elevated,  the  spines 
strong.  Nasal,  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  coronal, 
parietal,  and  nuchal  spines  present;  1 or  both  coronal  spines  occasionally 
Avautiug.  Preorbital  of  moderate  width,  its  anterior  lobe  sometimes  end- 
ing in  a spine,  the  po.sterior  with  a sharp  spinous  edge  bearing  1 to  4 sharp 
points.  Preopercular  spines  large,  regularly  radiating,  the  2 upper  ones 
approximated  and  more  slender,  the  others  broadly  triangular,  directed 
doAvnward  and  backward.  Two  spines  sometimes  present  at  angle  of  sub- 
opercle;  opercular  spines  sometimes  double.  Lower  rim  of  orbit  some- 
times serrated.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  the  longest  ^ diameter  of 
eye,  22  or  23  on  lower  limb  of  outer  arch.  Spinous  dorsal  rather  low,  the 
twelfth  spine  4 the  height  of  the  last,  which  is  4 head;  the  longest  spine 
2^  in  head ; second  anal  spine  stronger,  but  scarcely  longer  than  the  third 
“1^  in  head;  pectoral  without  thickened  lower  rays,  reaching  to  vent,  4^ 
in  body;  caudal  emarginate.  Scales  large,  ctenoid,  about  30  tubes  pres- 
ent in  the  lateral  line ; small  accessory  scales  numerous ; all  parts  of  the 
head,  including  cheeks,  maxillary,  mandible,  branchiostegal  rays,  snout, 
and  interorbital  space  covered  with  scales;  gular  region  scaled;  all  the 
fins  invested  to  their  tips  with  fine  scales;  scales  large,  ctenoid;  fins 
scaled.  Cranial  ridges  and  spines  rather  low  but  strong;  coronal  and 
nuchal  spines  present;  mandibular  symphysis  prominent,  with  small  sym- 
physeal knob;  peritoneum,  mouth,  and  gill  cavity  black  or  dusky.  Color 
uniform  bright  red,  duller  than  in  S.  miniatus.  Smaller  specimens  reddish. 
Traces  of  fine  olive-green  bars  on  back;  numerous  dark  spots  along  lateral 
line ; a dark  blotch  on  opercle ; 3 bands  on  cheek,  and  a blotch  in  the  axil 
of  pectoral;  all  the  fins  edged  with  black.  Several  specimens  were  taken 
in  Bering  Sea  to  the  north  and  west  of  Unalaska  Island,  in  depths  of  85 
to  350  fathoms.  The  species  evidently  lives  at  much  greater  depths  than 
does  S.  aliitiis.  The  cranial  ridges  are  well  developed  and  terminate  in 
strong  spines.  Coronal  si)ines  are  usually  present,  but  may  be  absent  on 
one  or  both  sides.  In  both  types  of  S'.  intronUjer,  taken  at  a depth  of  266 
fathoms  in  the  Santa  Barbara  Channel,  California,  the  coronal  spines  are 
wanting,  but  as  they  agree  Avith  our  si)ecimens  in  all  other  important 
details  Ave  make  the  identification  without  doubt. 

The  folio AAUug  characters  are  taken  from  Alaskan  specimens: 

Bones  of  skuT  rather  thin ; preocular  spines  long,  sharp ; supraocular, 
postocular,  and  tymx)anic  spines  broad,  strong;  coronal  spines  small  in 
Alaskan  si^ecimens,  wanting  in  those  from  California;*  parietal  ridge 
high,  strong,  AAuth  2 spines;  parietal  and  nuchal  jjroduced  by  interrup- 
tion in  parietal  ridge,  which  in  some  instances  shows  a slight  tendency  to 
break  up  into  a series  of  spines;  the  other  ridges  lower;  parietal  bones 
Avell  separated  or  barely  uniting ; interorbital  space  4 to  4^  in  base  of  skull, 
flat;  inesethmoid  processes  someAvhat  comi^ressed,  Avith  broad  upper  sur- 


* Types  of  i^ebastodes  introniger. 
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faces,  not  elevated;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  rudimentary  or  a little 
developed ; base  of  skull  moderately  curved  (less  than  in  Sehastodes  aurora). 
Pacific  coast  of  America,  in  deep  water,  from  tbe  Aleutian  Islands,  in  85 
to  350  fathoms,  to  Santa  Barbara  Islands,  in  266  fathoms. 

Sehastichthys  introniger*  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  xni,  1890,  81,  Santa  Barbara 
Islands,  Lat.  33°  55'  30”  N.,  Long.  119°  41'  30"  W.,  in  266  fathoms.  (Coll.  Albatross.) 
Sehastodes  introniger,  Gilbert,  Kept.  IT.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1893  (1896),  407. 


Subgenus  SEBASTOMUS,  Gill. 


2207.  SEBASTODES  RUBERRIMUS,  Cramer. 

(Red  Eockfish;  Tambor.) 

Head  3;  depth  3|;  eye  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  7;  lateral  line  about  50, 
Body  oblong,  rather  deep,  not  much  compressed ; head  large,  blunt,  mouth 
large,  maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  posterior  edge  of  eye,  its  length  ^ 
that  of  head;  premaxillary  on  level  of  lower  edge  of  pupil;  lower  jaw  a 
little  projecting,  the  symphyseal  knob  slight;  interorbital  space  coarsely 
scaled,  with  2 slight  ridges  anteriorlj^.  Preorbital  wide;  preopercular 
spines  broad,  usually  divided,  the  third  multified.  Scales  on  head  rough ; 
jaws  naked ; suborbital  stay  weak.  Gill  rakers  short,  clavate,  the  longest 
jr  eye.  Scales  on  body  rough ; accessory  scales  numerous ; pectoral  short, 
broad,  its  length  4 in  body;  dorsal  spines  stout,  rather  low,  the  fin  not 
deeply  notched,  the  longest  spine  about  as  high  as  the  soft  rays,  2^  in  head ; 
caudal  truncate;  soft  lins  scaly;  second  anal  spine  little  stronger  or  longer 
than  third,  f height  of  soft  rays,  2f  in  head.  Skull  of  large  adult:  Bones 
thick,  spongy,  cranial  ridges  well  developed,  entirely  broken  up  into 
spines  and  tubercles,  parietal  bones  widely  separated,  interorbital  space 
flat  (a  compressed  longitudinal  ridge  above  mucous  canals  on  frontals), 
slightly  more  than  4 in  base  of  skull;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid 
rudimentary,  mesethmoid  processes  strong,  compressed,  not  elevated,  base 
of  skull  straight.  Skull  of  young : Ridges  well  developed,  sharp,  not  at 
all  serrated;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal 
spines  all  present,  sharp;  interorbital  space  deeply  concave,  6|  in  base  of 
skull;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  partly  developed,  mesethmoid  pro- 
cesses elevated.  Color,  clear  deep  vermilion  red,  paler  below;  a narrow 
undulating  whitish  streak  along  the  sides,  from  the  eye  to  above  the  base 
of  the  anal,  and  another  along  the  lateral  line;  these  indistinct  in  the 

* This  species  has  been  identified  with  S.  melanostomus,  Eigenmann,  hy  Cramer  and  by 
-Iordan  & Evermann.  The  types  of  the  two  have  not  been  compared,  and  tlie  description 
of  S.  melanostoimis  fails  to  agree  in  so  many  details  with  specimens  of  S.  introniger  that 
it  seems  best  to  keej)  the  two  a])art.  S.  introniger  has  tlie  head  larger,  2|  in  total  length. 
The  interorhital  space  is  narrower,  51  in  length  of  head.  The  scales  are  larger,  34  in  the 
course  of  tlie  lateral  lino.  The  accessory  scales  are  very  numerous.  The  gill  rakers  are 
much  longer,  the  longest  contained  2^  to  2J-  times  in  the  diameter  of  the  orbit.  The  second 
and  third  anal  spines  are  equal,  or  the  second  slightly  the  longer,  contained  times  in 
longest  anal  ray.  In  S.  melanostonms  the  head  is  3^  in  total  length.  There  are  43  scales 
in  the  lateral  line,  and  hut  few  accessory  scales.  The  gill  rakers  are  contained  3^  times 
in  the  diameter  of  orbit,  and  the  anal  spines  are  graduated,  the  second  “not  much  more 
than  I the  length  of  the  soft  rays.”  Two  specimens  of  S.  introniger,  30  cm.  and  44  cm. 
long,  entirely  agree  in  the  respects  above  mentioned.  The  diliereucea  alleged  to  separate 
the  two  species  can  not,  therefore,  he  due  to  age.  (Gilbert.) 
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adult;  faint  dusky  sliades  radiating  from  eye;  fins  red,  soft  fins  always 
largely  blackisli  at  tip,  especially  in  young ; young  more  distinctly  marked 
tban  adults,  which  are  nearly  plain  brick  red;  peritoneum  white.  Length 
30  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  from  San  Diego  to  Puget 
Sound;  abundant;  reaches  a larger  size  than  any  of  the  other  species, 
except  possibly  Schastodes  paucisjnnis ; an  important  food-fish,  varying 
much  with  age.  (ruhcrrinins,  very  red.) 

Sebastodes  ruber,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  665,  1883  (not  of  Ayres),  and  of  late 
antliors  generally. 

Sebastodes  ruberrimus,  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  597,  pis.  62,  63,  and  69, 
Monterey  Bay,  California.  (Coll.  Cramer.) 


2208.  SEBASTODES  COJfSTELLATIIS  (Jordan  A Gilbert). 

(Spotted  Eockpish.) 

Head  2^ ; depth  2^.  D.  XIII,  13 ; A.  Ill,  6 ; lateral  line  53.  Body  robust, 
heavy  forward,  tapering  into  a slender  caudal  peduncle;  head  rather 
pointed  in  profile;  mouth  large,  oblique,  lower  jaw  slightly  projecting 
beyond  emarginated  tip  of  uiiper  jaw,  a small  knob  at  the  symphysis; 
maxillary  A^ery  broad,  extending  beyond  pupil,  its  middle  part  with  many 
small  scales,  its  length  2 in  head;  jiremaxillary  in  front  just  below  the  level 
of  the  eye;  mandible  almost  entirely  covered  with  small  rough  scales; 
muzzle  and  preorbital  scaled  to  tip  of  snout;  head  densely  coAwed  Avith 
small  scales.  Preopercle  with  its  second  spine  long  and  sharp ; preorbital 
wide,  its  edge  lobed.  Eye  large,  4 in  head.  Gill  rakers  short,  clavate, 
the  longest  of  them  about  ^ the  diameter  of  eye.  Scales  strongly  ctenoid, 
the  accessory  scales  largely  developed  Dorsal  spines  rather  strong  and 
low,  the  fourth  more  than  ^ the  length  of  head,  the  fin  rather  deeply 
emarginate;  soft  dorsal  rather  low,  about  as  high  as  second  anal  spine,  2f 
in  head,  robust,  curved,  considerably  longer  than  the  third  or  soft  rays; 
caudal  slightly  emarginate;  pectorals  rather  narrow,  reaching  beyond 
ventrals,  about  to  A^ent,  their  length  f that  of  head.  Skull  long,  the  bones 
moderately  thick,  the  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and 
parietal  spines  present,  broad  at  base,  moderately  thick  and  sharp,  the 
ridges  strong,  high,  the  parietal  ridges  curA^ed,  with  a slight  tendency  to 
become  serrate  and  develop  small  spines ; parietal  bones  widely  separated, 
interorbital  space  narrow,  6 in  base  of  skull,  deeply  concave,  the  supra- 
ocular ridges  very  high,  and  a deep  depression  between  the  ridges  over 
mucous  canals;  A^entral  process  of  basisphenoid  strongly  developed,  mes- 
ethmoid  processes  compressed,  thick,  elcAmted;  base  of  skull  straight. 
Orange  red;  back  olive  shaded;  belly  yellowish;  cheeks  with  red  and 
yelloAvish  shades;  head  and  body  everywhere  closely  covered  with  small 
roundish  pale  spots;  spots  above  light-rose  color ; beloAV  larger  and  nearly 
white;  4 or  5 roundish  rose-colored  blotches  on  back,  besides  some  mot- 
tlings  of  similar  shade;  the  first  spot,  often  obscure,  under  the  fourth 
dorsal  spine,  the  next  near  the  lateral  line  under  the  eighth  dorsal  spine, 
the  third  close  to  junction  of  the  two  parts  of  dorsal;  the  fourth  under 
end  of  soft  dorsal;  a fifth  sometimes  near  base  of  eighth  dorsal  spine; 
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opercular  flap  with  a rosy  spot;  fins  light  reddish ; dorsal  speckled  at  base 
with  light  and  dark;  peritoneum  white.  Length  15  inches.  Coast  of 
California,  San  Diego  to  San  Francisco;  abundant  in  rather  deep  water, 
especially  southward;  a brilliantly  colored  fish,  one  of  the  handsomest  of 
this  showy  group,  {const cllatus,  starred.) 

Sebastichthys  constellatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  295,  Santa 
Barbara  Channel;  San  Francisco.  (Type,  No.  26963.  Coll.  Jordan  &.  Gilbert.) 
Sebastodcs  constellahis,  JoRTiAT^  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  665, 1883. 

2209.  SEBASTODES  UMBROSUS  (Jordan  & Gilbert) . 

Head2|;  depth  2i;  eye  large,  4 in  head.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  6;  lateral 
line  40  (tubes).  General  form  o£  Sebastodes  consteUatus.  Mouth  moderate, 
oblique,  lower  jaw  scarcely  projectiog,  its  tip  fitting  into  the  emarginate 
tip  of  upper  jaw;  maxillary  2 in  head,  reaching  posterior  margin  of  pupil; 
each  jaw  with  small,  smoothish  scales.  Cranial  ridges  rather  sharp,  lower 
than  in  S.  consfcnatus;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and 
parietal  spines  present;  iuterorbital  area  concave,  with  2 prominent 
ridges,  the  region  much  broader  than  in  S.  constellatiis,  f width  of  eye; 
supraocular  ridge  low,  its  spine  smaller  than  tympanic  spine;  preocular 
spine  prominent;  preopercular  spines  all  acute;  preorbital  narrow,  with 
2 spines.  Gill  rakers  rather  long  and  slender,  the  longest  about  ^ eye. 
Scales  moderate,  with  many  accessory  scales.  Dorsal  rather  low,  deeply 
emarginate;  fourth  spine  equal  to  soft  rays,  about  f head;  soft  dorsal 
longer  than  high;  second  anal  spine  large,  2^  in  head;  caudal  slightly 
emarginate;  pectoral  not  reaching  vent,  3|  in  body.  Light  orange,  over- 
laid everywhere  with  blackish,  the  latter  color  forming  on  lower  part  of 
sides  reticulations  in  fine  pattern,  the  centers  of  scales  being  paler  than 
edges;  sides  of  head  with  dusky  shades;  sides  of  back  with  some  largo 
areas  of  blackish ; upper  parts  with  5 large  rounded  blotches  of  pink 
washed  with  orange,  these  blotches  arranged  as  in  S.  constcUatns,  but 
larger,  less  sharply  defined,  and  of  a different  hue;  the  second  blotch  with 
a smaller  one  above  it;  a rosy  spot  on  opercular  flap;  fins  pale  orange, 
shaded  with  dusky.  Length  about  18  inches.  Coast  of  California  from 
Point  Concepcion  to  Coronado  Islands;  scarce,  {iimbrosus,  shady.) 

Sebastichthys  urnbrosus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  410,  Santa  Rosa 
Island,  off  Santa  Barbara,  California.  (Types,  Nos.  31140  and  31141.  Coll.  Andrea 
Larco.) 

Sebastodes  cereus*  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1890,  20,  Coronado 
Islands  (San  Diego  market).  (Coll.  C.  H.  Eigenmann.) 

Sebastodes  urnbrosus,  Jordan  <fe  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  950,  1883. 

* Sebastodes  cereus  is  thus  described:  Head  25  to2|;  depth  2|to  3-  H-  XIII,  12^  to  13;  A. 
Ill,  6^;  lateral  1.  (pores)  37  to  40.  Shape  of  Sebastodes  rosaceus.  Jaws  equal,  maxillary 
reaching  past  pupil,  2 or  slightly  less  than  2 in  head.  Preorbital  narrow,  with  3 tiat  spines ; 
eye  large,  3^  to  3|  in  head,  in  interorbital.  Cranial  ridges  high  and  narrow,  terminating 
in  sharp  spines;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  occipital  spines;  inter- 
orbital  concave,  with  a narrow  median  groove  bordered  by  narrow  ridges.  Maxillary  and 
mandible  entirely  scaled.  Highest  dorsal  spine  2|  in  bead;  second  anal  spine  little  longer 
than  third,  considerably  shorter  than  rays,  2^  in  head.  General  color  (in  life)  pink, 
overlaid  with  bronze;  top  of  head  and  back  above  lateral  line  bronze  with  5 pink  spots; 
sides  below  lateral  line  finelj"  vermiculated  with  bronze,  which  occupies  more  space  than 
ground  color;  pink  spots  of  back  placed  as  in  related  s])ecies,  not  surrounded  by  green  or 
purple;  posterior  part  of  lateral  line  pink;  sides  of  head  bronze  (with  pink  showing 
through)  with  an  ill-defined  streak  backward  from  upper  angle  of  eye;  a light  pink  spot 
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2210.  SEBASTODES  ROSACEUS  (Girard). 

(Corsair.) 

Head2f;  depth  3;  eye  very  large,  3^  in  head.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6; 
lateral  line  48.  Body  oblong,  little  elevated ; head  rather  pointed;  month 
moderate,  the  jaws  about  equal,  the  lower  with  a small  knob;  maxillary 
not  reaching  posterior  border  of  eye,  its  length  2 in  head;  premaxillaries 
below  the  orbit.  Maxillary  and  preorbital  partly  scaled;  mandible  and 
snout  naked;  preoperciilar  sjunes  short.  Gill  rakers  moderate,  longer 
than  in  S.  consteUutus,  not  clavate.  Scales  moderate,  the  accessory  ones 
numerous.  Dorsal  spines  rather  low  and  strong,  the  fourth  f the  length 
of  the  head,  about  as  high  as  the  soft  rays,  the  fin  rather  deeply  emargi- 
nate;  caudal  slightly  notched;  anal  rather  low,  with  the  second  spine 
curved,  2|^  in  head,  much  longer  and  stronger  than  third,  shorter  than 
the  soft  rays ; pectoral  fins  moderate,  reaching  beyond  tips  of  ventrals, 
past  the  vent,  3^  in  body.  Bones  of  skull  thin  ; preocular,  supraocular, 
postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  slender,  sharp,  the 
ridges  thin,  rather  high,  parietal  bones  well  separated;  iuterorbital  space 
narrow,  in  base  of  skull,  concave,  with  2 small  ridges  over  mucous 
canals;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed;  mesethmoid 
processes  compressed,  strongly  elevated  (at  an  angle  of  about  45^) ; base 
of  skull  very  nearly  straight.  Bright  orange  red,  the  young  strongly 
tinged  or  mottled  with  golden  yellow ; back  with  4 pale  spots,  arranged 
precisely  as  in  >S.  constcllatus,  rhodochloris,  and  chlorostictns;  these  always 
very  distinct,  of  a rose-pink  color,  or  sometimes  almost  white ; the  darker 
border  around  them  is  of  a deep  purple  or  blood  color,  never  greenish ; fins 
rosy,  mottled  with  orange ; head  with  radiating  stripes  of  orange  and 
rosy;  nape  with  alternating  bars  of  yellowish  and  deep  red,  the  colors 
blending;  no  decided  green,  and  no  small  pink  spots  anywhere;  perito- 
neum blackish.  Length  12  inches.  Coast  of  California,  San  Diego  to 
San  Francisco,  in  rather  deep  water ; the  most  abundant  of  the  red  species, 
and  one  of  the  smallest;  coloration  very  brilliant,  (rosaceus,  rosy.) 

Sebastes  rosaceus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  vii,  1854, 146,  and  in  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R. 
Sm'v.,  X,  Fishes,  78,  pi.  21,  1858  (poor  figare,  from  a specimen  in  bad  condition),  San 
Diego;  San  Francisco  (Coll.  A.  Cassidy  and  Dr.  Newberry);  Gunther,  Cat.,  il,  98. 
Sebastes  helvomaculatus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  il,  1859,  26,  f.  8,  San  Francisco.  (Coll. 
W.  O.  Ayres.) 

Sebastodes  rosaceus,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  666,  1883;  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci., 
series  2,  V,  1895,  598,  pi.  63,  fig.  20. 

2211.  SEBASTODES  AYRESII,  Gilbert  & Cramer. 

■ Head  2f ; depth  24.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  lateral  line  (pores)  42  to  44; 
transverse  rows  of  scales  43.  Very  closely  related  to  Sebastodes  rosaceus, 
but  the  supraorbital  ridge  lower,  thicker,  and  without  spine.  Body  oblong, 

on  upper  angle  of  gill  opening;  bead  below  orbit  pink,  with  bronze  bar  through  cheek; 
maxillary  pink,  with  a median  bronze  streak ; membranes  of  maxillaries  chiefly  bronze; 
lower  surface  of  bead  rose  colored;  breast  yellowish  pink,  abdomen  nearly  white;  area 
above  anal  yellowish;  dorsal  light  bluish  pink,  clouded  with  bronze,  the  rays  of  all  the 
other  fins  pink,  the  membraiies  bronze.  Length  about  11  inches.  Coronado  Islands. 
(cer6w«,  bronze.) 
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not  much  elevated,  its  width  about  2 in  its  depth.  Orbit  large,  in  head; 
snout  about  11  in  orbit.  Interorbital  space  concave,  2 in  orbit,  with  a 
median  groove  bordered  by  a pair  of  ridges  diverging  backward.  Cranial 
ridges  well  developed,  the  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal 
spines  present,  sharp.  Mouth  moderate,  jaws  about  equal,  maxillary 
about  21  in  head,  reaching  to  vertical  from  posterior  border  of  pupil ; the 
lower  jaw  with  a small  symphyseal  knob.  The  upper  preo])ercular  spines 
nearly  equal,  sharp  and  long,  the  third  shorter  and  broad;  lower  oper- 
cular spine  horizontal,  the  upper  larger  and  directed  somewhat  upward. 
Gill  rakers  moderate,  the  longest  about  3 in  orbit,  21  on  horizontal  limb  of 
first  arch.  Scales  moderate,  ctenoid,  accessory  scales  numerous,  mandible 
naked;  interorbital  space,  preorbitals,  maxillaries,  the  rays  of  the  dorsal, 
anal  and  caudal  fins,  and  the  median  rays  of  the  pectorals  scaly.  Fourth 
dorsal  ray  longest,  about  2i  in  head,  the  twelfth  about  24  in  the  fourth, 
the  dorsal  rays  shorter  than  the  longest  spines;  second  anal  spine  much 
longer  and  stronger  than  third,  about  2 in  head,  the  rays  equal  to  the  sec- 
ond spiue;  caudal  slightly  emarginate;  pectorals  moderate,  reaching  a 
little  beyond  vent,  the  median  rays  longest,  3^  in  length  of  body,  base  of 
fin  a little  less  than  orbit,  the  7 lower  rays  simple,  somewhat  thick- 
ened; ventral  rays  reaching  vent.  Color  in  alcohol,  like  S.  rosaceus; 
dark  brownish  above,  paler  below ; a small  pale  pinkish  spot  immediately 
under  base  of  fourth  dorsal  spine,  and  another  small  one  immediately 
under  base  of  eighth  spine;  a third  larger  spot  just  above  lateral  line  and 
under  the  ninth  spine;  a fourth  spot  immediately  under  the  first,  and  a 
fifth  under  the  last  dorsal  rays;  peritoneum  dark  brown,  speckled  with 
black  dots.  Distinguished  from  Schastodcs  rosaccus  by  the  absence  of  the 
supraocular  spine.  Length  9 inches.  Coast  of  California.  One  specimen 
taken  on  a trawl  line  at  Cortez  Banks,  near  San  Diego.  (Named  for  the 
late  Dr.  William  O.  Ayres,  of  San  Francisco,  an  excellent  naturalist,  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  the  study  of  the  fauna  of  California.) 

Sebastodes  ayresii,  Gilrert  & Crajieu,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896, 450,  Cortez  Banks,  near 
San  Diego.  (Type,  No.  47744.  Coll. 

2212.  SEBASTODES  RIIODOCHLOIIIS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Fly-fish.) 

Head  2^;  depth  3.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  6;  lateral  line  .58,  the  accessory 
scales  very  numerous.  Body  oblong,  more  elongate  than  in  related  species ; 
maxillary  2^  in  head,  reaching  beyond  pupil;  jaws  about  equal;  pre- 
orbital narrow.  Eye  very  large,  3^  in  head.  Preopercular  spines  long. 
Gill  rakers  as  in  N.  rosaccus  ; mandible  finely  scaled  near  the  base.  Dorsal 
fin  moderately  emarginate,  lower  than  in  rosacens,  longest  spine  nearly  3 
in  head;  soft  dorsal  as  high  as  spines;  caudal  slightly  notched;  second 
anal  spine  longer  than  in  any  other  species,  longer  than  maxillhry,  higher 
than  soft  rays,  4 length  of  head ; pectoral  reaching  past  ventrals,  nearly 
to  anal,  3f  in  body.  Skull  long  and  narrow,  the  bones  thin;  preocular, 
supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  long, 
slender,  sharp,  the  ridges  thin,  high,  parietal  bones  well  separated,  inter- 
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orbital  space  narrow,  6 in  base  of  sknll,  less  than  length  of  supraocular 
ridge,  deeply  concave,  the  supraocular  ridges  high  at  the  sides  and  a deep 
depression  between  the  ridges  over  the  mucous  canals;  ventral  process  of 
basisphenoid  well  developed;  mesethmoid  processes  compressed,  thin, 
elevated,  but  not  as  strongly  as  in  Sthasiodes  rosaceus ; base  of  skull 
straight.  Bright,  clear  rose-red,  without  trace  of  purplish;  region  above 
lateral  line  with  much  deep  green  in  the  form  of  reticulating  streaks; 
below  lateral  line  the  green  gives  place  to  bright  golden  yellow  similarly 
mixed  with  red ; top  of  head  with  cross  bands  of  green  and  red ; green 
streaks  radiating  from  the  eye ; 4 bright  pale  pink  spots  on  sides  of  back, 
arranged  precisely  as  in  rosaceus,  eonstellatus,  and  chlorostictus,  the  color 
brighter  than  in  these,  surrounded  by  rings  of  green,  without  any  trace  of 
purpli.sh  shading;  a pink  oi»ercular  spot;  a pale  area  behind  eye;  tins  all 
with  the  rays  red,  the  membranes  olive  or  golden : peritoneum  dusky. 
Length  12  inches.  Off  Monterey  and  San  Francisco,  in  deep  water; 
rare.  (/3ddoK,  rose;  green.) 

.SebastichthyK  rhodocMorii,  Jobdas  <fc  Gn.BERT,  Proc.  P.  .S.  Xat.  Mus.  18S0, 144,  Monterey 
Bay,  California.  (Type,  Xo.  26967.  Coll.  Jordan  X-  Gilbert.) 

Sebattode^  rhodochlorig,  Jordax  i Gilbert,  Synopsis,  667,  1&83. 


2213.  SEBASTODES  EOS.  Eipenmann  A Eigenmann. 

Head  24  (3  to  3^  in  total  length):  depth  3 (34  to  3f).  D.  XIII.  134:  A. 
Ill,  64 : lateral  line  37.  Body  oblong.  Lower  jaw  included,  its  symphyseal 
knob  strong:  maxillary  reaching  beyond  eye.  2 in  head.  Orbit  1 in  snout, 
little  more  than  4 times  in  head,  greater  than  interorbital  width.  Inter- 
orbital deeply  concave,  grooved  medially.  54  in  head.  Cranial  ridges  very 
high  and  narrow,  ending  in  prominent  spines;  preocnlar.  supraocular, 
and  tympanic  spines  directed  outward  and  backward:  postocular  upward 
and  backward;  occipital  ridges  in  largest  specimens  6 mm.  high,  the  re- 
gion between  them  depressed : opercular  and  preopercular  spines  long  and 
strong.  Preorbital  little  less  than  4 width  of  orbit,  with  a single,  flat, 
downward  directed  spine  at  its  posterior  angle.  Gill  rakers  all  short,  the 
longest  4 orbital  diameter.  Mandible,  maxillary,  and  snout,  except  a 
median  triangular  spot,  scaly:  accessory  scales  very  numerous  on  cheeks 
and  opercles.  Spinous  dorsal  deeply  incised,  the  membrane  of  fifth  spine 
meeting  sixth  spine  near  its  ba.sal  fourth,  less  deeply  incised  in  smaller 
specimens,  highest  spine  2 to  24  in  head:  highest  dorsal  ray  2f  to  3 in 
head;  second  anal  spine  2f  to  3 in  head;  highest  anal  ray  24  to  24;  pec- 
torals reaching  to  twelfth  dorsal  spine,  44  to  5 in  total  length.  Color 
marks  all  having  a washed  or  faded  appearance;  body  and  head  intense 
rose  pink;  back  and  dorsal  fin  indistinctly  marked  with  raw  sienna;  tins 
colored  like  body  : 3 pink  spots.  1 below  origin  of  soft  dorsal,  1 below  its 
end.  and  1 above  lateral  line  below  ninth  dorsal  spine : membranes  between 
maxillaries  satum  red;  peritoneum  perfectly  white,  or  more  or  less  dusky. 
Length  about  22  inches.  Coast  of  southern  California,  Point  Loma,  San 
Diego,  in  1(X)  fathoms.  (Eigenmann  A:  Eigenmann.)  (170)?,  dawn.) 
Seha^odes  eos.  Eigexmaxx  Sc  Eigexmlanx,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  ScL  1890, 18,  Point  Loma.  near  San 
Diego.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Eigeninaiin.) 
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2214.  SEBASTODES  (JILLI,  Eigeiunann  &,  Eigenmann. 

Head  3 (3^  to  tip  of  caudal) ; depth  3 (3^).  D.  XIII,  13^;  A.  Ill,  7^;  Lit- 
eral line  (pores)  44  or  45.  Snout  very  broad,  blunt.  Mouth  very  oblique, 
the  premaxillary  on  a level  with  superior  edge  of  pupil.  Orbit  1 in  snout, 
4i^  to  4|  in  head,  a little  greater  than  iuterorbital ; iuterorbital  nearly  evenly 
concave,  the  median  groove  shallow;  lower  jaw  projecting  and  entering 
profile,  without  symphyseal  knob ; profile  nearly  straight  to  origin  of  dor- 
sal fin,  not  steep;  maxillary  reaching  imsterior  edge  of  jmpil,  2 in  head; 
]ueocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  occipital,  and  nuchal  spines  sharp; 
the  first  4 very  short  and  broad,  the  supraocular  spine  about  in 
interorbital;  occipital  spines  very  high  and  stout;  nuchal  spines  almost 
continuous  with  occipital;  opercular  and  preopercular  spines  long  and 
strong,  the  3 superior  preopercular  conical,  directed  backward,  the  other 
2 flat,  triangular,  downward  and  backward;  preorbital  with  a sharj),  sub- 
conical  anterior  spine,  and  terminating  posteriorly  in  a similar  but  larger 
spine;  maxillary  with  a few  scales  superiorly  on  its  median  third;  inter- 
maxillary band  of  teeth  shallow  in  front,  5 in  orbit;  snout  either  naked 
or  with  a few  scattered  patches  of  scales;  mandible  entirely  naked. 
Scales  strongly  ctenoid;  accessory  scales  very  numerous  everywhere, 
especially  so  on  cheeks;  scales  of  head  slightly  ciliate,  depressed;  mem- 
branes of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  minute  scales  on  basal  half  of  fins;  a 
few  scales  basally  on  spinous  dorsal.  Vomerine  teeth  in  a V-shaped  patch; 
palatine  band  of  teeth  short,  4 in  orbit.  Gill  rakers  very  short,  ^ to  \ 
orbital  diameter,  9-|-17  or  18.  Spinous  dorsal  low,  the  highest  spine  2|  to 
24  in  head,  the  fin  deeply  notched,  the  highest  ray  about  equal  to  highest 
spine;  caudal  truncate;  second  anal  stouter  and  about  as  long  as  third. 
Buccal  and  opercular  cavities  and  peritoneum  white,  sparsely  dotted  with 
black;  ventral  surface  light  geranium  red,  shading  into  scarlet  on  tail; 
dorsal  surface  rather  closely  covered  with  small  bronze,  roundish  spots, 
which  extend  upon  the  membrane  of  soft  dorsal  fin  and  a few  on  spinous 
dorsal ; series  of  confluent  bronze  spots  forming  radiating  streaks  or  bands 
on  sides  of  head,  1 extending  from  eye  to  upper  angle  of  gill  opening,  1 
to  tip  of  lower  opercular  spine  which  is  continued  upon  the  shoulder  as  a 
conspicuous  blotch,  1 to  lower  angle  of  opercle,  1 downward  and  slightly 
backward  across  cheek ; lower  lip  and  anterior  part  of  maxillary  dusky ; 
a few  conspicuous  spots  on  base  of  pectoral;  all  the  dark  markings  becom- 
ing blackish  and  persisting  in  spirits,  the  radiating  streaks  of  the  head 
especially  conspicuous  in  the  alcoholic  specimen;  a light  spot  under  last 
dorsal  spine;  1 on  opercular  flap.  Length  about  23  inches.  Point  Lorna, 
near  San  Diego,  California.  (Eigenmann  & Eigenmann.)  (Named  for 
Dr.  Theodore  Gill.) 

Sebaatodes  gilii,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  Araer.  Naturalist,  Feb.,  1891, 154,  Point  Loma, 
near  San  Diego,  California.  (Coll.  Dr.  Eigenmann.) 


2215.  SEBASTODES  CHLOROSTICTUS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Pesca  Veemiglia.) 

Head  24;  depth  2f.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  lateral  line  50.  Body  oblong. 
Head  moderate,  profile  rather  steep,  with  a nearly  even  slope.  Mouth 
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large,  oblique;  maxillary  reaching  to  behind  the  pupil,  its  length  about  2^ 
in  head;  premaxillary  in  front  below  the  level  of  the  large  eye,  which  is 
in  head.  Jaws  equal  in  closed  mouth,  tip  of  lower  fitting  into  emar- 
ginate  upper  jaw;  a rather  conspicuous  symphyseal  knob.  Preorbital 
sinuate,  Preopercular  spines  rather  sharp,  second  longest;  opercular 
spines  sharp.  Gill  rakers  long  and  rather  strong,  not  clavate,  the  longest 
about  f diameter  of  eye,  longer  than  in  related  species.  Scales  on  head 
fewer  than  in  S.  constcUatus;  snout  wholly  naked ; maxillary  partly  scaled ; 
mandible  naked.  Dorsal  spines  very  high,  nearly  as  high  as  in  vexUlaris, 
the  fourth  highest,  nearly  ^ head,  higher  than  soft  rays,  which  are  also 
considerably  elevated;  dorsal  fin  rather  deeply  emargiuate;  caudal  fin 
emarginate;  anal  fin  not  very  high,  its  second  spine  much  higher  and 
stronger  than  third,  about  as  high  as  the  soft  rays,  2:^  in  head;  pectorals 
3^  in  length,  with  moderate  base,  reaching  beyond  tips  of  ventrals,  about 
to  vent.  Bones  of  skull  thin;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tym- 
panic, and  parietal  spines  present,  strong,  long,  and  sharp,  the  ridges  strong 
and  high;  parietal  bones  well  separated;  interorbital  space  4|  in  base  of 
skull,  concave,  the  ridges  over  mucous  pores  high  and  thin ; ventral  pro- 
cess of  basisphenoid  well  developed ; mesethmoid  processes  compressed, 
moderately  elevated;  base  of  skull  nearly  straight.  Olivaceous  above, 
sides  pinkish  and  golden;  4 roundish  spots  of  pink  placed  as  in  S.  con- 
stcllatus  and  S.  rosaceus,  but  less  distinct ; a pink  blotch  on  opercular  flap ; 
upper  parts  of  the  body,  from  just  below  lateral  line,  closely  covered  with 
small  round  spots  of  a clear  olive  green,  these  spots  most  distinct  on  back 
and  top  of  head;  on  sides  of  body,  just  above  and  below  lateral  line,  these 
spots  form  2 continuous  series,  following  course  of  lateral  line;  eyes 
above  with  green  spots ; fins  nearly  plain  red ; base  of  dorsal  spotted  with 
olive.  The  x) reorbital  si>ines  can  not  be  used  to  distinguish  this  sjiecies 
from  S.  eos,  Eigenmaun.  If  the  two  are  distinct,  they  are  distinguishal)le 
by  the  scaliness  of  the  maxillary  and  mandible,  the  length  of  the  second 
anal  spine,  and  the  color  of  the  peritoneum.  Length  15  inches.  Pacific 
Coast  of  California  from  San  Diego  to  San  Francisco;  abundant  in  deep 
water;  a very  jU’etty  fish.  (;i;A.(a/3d5,  green;  drz^ro?,  spotted.) 

Sebastichthys  chlorostictiis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,294,  Monterey 
Bay,  California.  (Type,  No.  20964.  Coll.  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  chlorostictiis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  668, 1883 ; Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 
Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  599,  pi.  63,  fig.  21. 


2216.  SEBASTODES  RtIPESTRIS  (Gilbert). 

Head  2^;  depth  2f-  to  3.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  7;  lateral  line  31  (pores), 
about  60  vertical  series  counted  aliove  lateral  line.  Eye  2i  in  head,  longer 
than  snout  or  interorliital  space;  the  latter  narrow,  concave,  without 
ridges,  the  least  width  i orbit.  Maxillary  reaching  beyond  middle  of 
pupil,  2i  in  head;  jaws  equal,  tip  of  lower  jaw  scarcely  projecting;  teeth 
in  very  narrow  bands  in  jaws  and  on  vomer  and  palatines.  Preorbital 
very  narrow,  its  least  width  less  than  ^ pniiil,  loliate  and  without  spines. 
Supraocular  ridge  short;  nasal,  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tym- 
panic, occipital,  and  nuchal  spines  xiresent,  the  ridges  of  moderate  height, 
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but  the  spines,  especially  postocular  and  tympanic,  strong;  preocular 
ridge  but  little  conspicuous,  the  spine  much  smaller  than  in  Sebastodes 
sinensis  and  Sebastodes  zacentrus.  Spines  on  shoulder  little  developed ; 
opercular  spines  rather  weak;  preopercular  spines  small,  the  2 upper 
directed  backward,  the  others  downward  and  backward.  Dorsal  lins 
not  deeply  notched,  the  longest  spine  3 in  head,  the  twelfth  | its  length ; 
soft  dorsal  not  high;  caudal  truncate;  second  anal  spine  longer  and 
stronger  than  third,  as  long  as  soft  rays,  but  not  reaching  their  tips  when 
the  fin  is  declined,  2|  in  head;  j^ectorals  short,  1^^  to  2 in  head,  reaching 
beyond  ventrals,  l)ut  usually  not  to  vent.  Scales  rough  ctenoid;  snout 
naked  or  nearly  so;  scales  on  maxillary  and  mandible  minute  and  smooth, 
little  evident,  those  on  breast  rough ; fins  invested  in  a thick  membrane 
covered  with  fine  scales.  Color  as  in  Sebastodes  zacentrus,  but  usually 
with  2 elongate  black  streaks  below  lateral  line;  a black  blotch  on  middle 
of  ventrals;  a l>ar  at  base  of  pectorals  and  in  axil;  peritoneum  black; 
buccal  and  gill  cavities  white  or  slightly  dusky.  Coast  of  California,  in 
deep  water.  A single  specimen,  5 inches  long,  of  this  siiecies  was 
obtained  at  Albatross  Station,  3189  in  218  fathoms,  and  it  is  evidently 
allied  to  the  rosaceus  group,  but  is  without  the  pink  spots.  Below  the 
lateral  line  is  a single  black  streak,  which  grows  more  intense  opposite 
the  dark  vertical  bars.  The  interorbital  space  contains  2 low  inconspicu- 
ous ridges,  its  width  is  contained  2\  times  in  diameter  of  eye.  No  spine 
or  a very  weak  one  at  lower  angle  of  subopercle.  Five  specimens,  the 
longest  inches  from  the  Santa  Barbara  Islands.  (Gilbert.)  {rux)estris, 
living  about  rocks.) 

Sebastichthys  rupestris,  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mua.  1890,  76,  Santa  Barbara  Islands, 
at  Albatross  Station  2946,  Lat.  33°  58'  N.,  Long.  119°  30'  45"  W.,  in  150  fathoms. 
(Type,  No.  48241.) 

Subgenus  HISPANISCUS,  Cramer. 

2217.  SEBASTODES  SIXEXSIS  (Gilbert). 

Head  2^;  depth  3.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  5;  lateral  line  40  to  45  (tubes); 
eye  very  large,  2f  to  3 in  head;  snout  4f  to  5 in  head.  Body  short  and 
deep,  heavy  anteriorly,  with  slender  caudal  peduncle;  mouth  large,  max- 
illary reaching  beyond  pupil,  21  in  head,  its  greatest  width  less  than  ^ its 
greatest  length;  jaws  about  equal,  the  lower  mostly  included  within  the 
upper,  but  the  tip  fitting  into  a notch  between  intermaxillaries,  and  with 
a somewhat  projecting  symphyseal  knob;  teeth  present  on  vomer  and  in 
a long  slender  patch  on  palatines;  iuterorbital  space  rather  narrow,  con- 
cave, with  a pair  of  low  ridges,  its  width  6 in  head.  Nasal  spines  jires- 
ent;  preocular  spines  strong,  triangular,  directed  outward;  supraocular 
ridges  low,  but  evident,  diverging  posteriorly,  ending  in  strong  spines ; tym- 
panic and  occipital  spines  also  strong;  upper  3 preopercular  spines  equal 
in  length,  placed  close,  and  usually  nearly  parallel,  directed  backward; 
lower  2 small,  directed  downward  and  backward;  2 opercular,  2 supra- 
scapular, and  2 or  3 strong  preorbital  spines  present.  Gill  rakers  slender, 
the  longest  f orbit,  21  on  anterior  limb  of  outer  arch.  Spines  rather  high 
and  strong,  the  dorsal  moderately  notched,  the  highest  spine  2^  in  head, 
about  equal  to  soft  rays,  the  lowest  nearly  ^ its  height;  membranes  not 
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deeply  incised : second  anal  spine  longer  and  stronger  than  third  or  than 
any  of  dorsal  spines  and  longer  than  anal  rays,  its  length  ahont  f head; 
caudal  slightly  Innate,  i head : pectorals  reaching  slightly  beyond  vent, 
the  lower  rays  not  thickened,  the  fin  in  head ; ventral  spine  as  long  as 
soft  rays,  in  head.  Scales  small,  not  regularly  imbricated,  smooth  and 
cycloid,  except  those  on  occiput  and  a few  along  lateral  line  on  posterior 
part  of  body  ; snout  naked,  maxillary  and  mandible  only  partly  scaled; 
soft  rays  of  all  the  fins  covered  with  series  of  small  scales.  Pale  below, 
dusky  above,  blotched  with  reddish  and  black:  a blackish  blotch  on 
opercle;  fins  dull  reddish,  irregularly  marked  with  blackish,  the  caudal 
mostly  red,  sometimes  with  a blackish  terminal  bar  : cavity  of  mouth  and 
gill  chamber  and  peritoneum  jet-black.  Two  specimens,  the  largest  7 
inches  long.  Gulf  of  California,  in  deep  water.  (Gilbert.)  {sinensis,  liv- 
ing in  the  gulf. ) 

Sebastiehthys  sinensis,  GmEEKT,  Proc.  TT.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1890,  81,  Gulf  of  California,  at  Alba- 
tross Station  3015,  Lat.  29°  N.,  Long.  113^  W.,  in  145  fathoms.  (Type.  No.  43085. 
Coll.  Gilbert.) 


221s.  SEBASTODES  ZACEXTRUS  (Gilbert). 

Head  2*:  depth  3T;  caudal  peduncle  narrow,  3^  in  depth  of  body.  D. 
XllI,  14  or  15;  A.  HI.  7 or  8;  tubes  of  lateral  line  about  42,  70  vertical 
series  above  lateral  line.  Body  elongate.  Mouth  moderate,  maxillary 
reaching  vertical  from  middle  of  pupil,  2^  in  head:  lower  jaw  slightly 
the  longer,  the  tip  with  a small  knob  : teeth  in  very  narrow  bands.  Eye 
much  longer  than  snout,  3 to  3j:  in  head.  Interorbital  space  narrow, 
somewhat  concave,  If  in  diameter  of  orbit;  preorbital  extremely  narrow, 
its  least  width  f pupil.  Kidges  on  head  low,  but  sharp,  the  spines 
rather  strong;  preocular  ridge  strong,  triangular,  ending  in  a strong 
outwardly  directed  spine : nasal,  preocnlar,  supraocular,  tympanic,  occipi- 
tal, and  sometimes  nuchal  spines  present;  2 spines  on  shoulder,  2 on 
opercle,  and  the  usual  5 on  preopercle,  the  latter  directed  backward;  pre- 
orbital  lobate,  but  without  spines.  Gill  rakers  long,  very  slender,  4 
diameter  of  orbit,  26  j)resent  on  anterior  limb  of  outer  arch.  Spinous  dorsal 
low,  with  strong  spines,  the  longest  24  to  24  in  head;  notch  between  dor- 
sals rather  shallow,  the  shortest  spine  more  than  4 the  longest ; soft  rays 
about  equaling  the  spines:  caudal  truncate  or  slightly  emargiuate.  If  in 
head;  .second  anal  spine  very  long,  usually  longer  and  stronger  than 
third,  curved,  14  to  If  in  head,  reaching  to  or  beyond  tips  of  soft  rays  in 
declined  fin;  ventrals  reaching  beyond  vent.  If  in  head;  pectorals  reach- 
ing nearly  to  front  of  anal,  14  in  head,  the  fin  not  prociirrent,  the  lower 
half  with  greatly  thickened  rays.  Scales  large,  rough  ctenoid,  those  on 
maxillary,  mandible,  and  breast  smoother.  Five  vaguely  defined  black 
bars  on  back,  1 downward  from  nape  and  front  of  dorsal,  2 approximated 
under  spinous  dorsal,  1 under  middle  of  soft  dorsal,  and  1 on  caudal 
peduncle;  those  under  dorsal  encroach  more  or  less  on  the  fin:  all  but  the 
first  continued  below  lateral  line  on  middle  of  sides,  the  third  interrupted 
above  lateral  line : 2 black  streaks  backward  from  eye,  the  upper  termi- 
nating in  a conspicuous  black  blotch  on  opercle,  the  lower  ending  on  sub- 
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' oporclc;  caudal  uniuarkcd  or  with  an  ol)scure  dusky  median  blotch; 
other  fins  unmarked;  a faint  dusky  axillary  blotch;  sides  marked  with 
some  redin  life;  roof  of  mouth  posteriorly  dusky,  buccal  and  lu’anchial 
cavities  otherwise  white;  peritoneum  jet-black.  Coast  of  California. 
Types,  3 specimens,  to  6^  inches  long,  from  the  Santa  Barbara  Islands,  in 
145  and  150  fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  an  intensive  particle,  and  Hsvrpov, 

spine,  strong-spined.) 

Dr.  Gill)ert  observes : 

Several  apeciiuens  were  taken  north  of  Point  Reyes  on  the  coast  of  California,  at  depths 
of  75  and  51  fathoms  {Albatross  Stations,  3350  and  3351).  The  second  anal  spine  is  always 
A^ery  large,  hut  frequently  fails  to  reach  tips  of  soft  anal  rays  Avhen  depressed,  thus  diflor- 
ing  from  the  type  specimens.  The  depth  is  also  greater,  3 instead  of  3^  in  length. 

Schastichthys  zacentrus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  11.  S.  hTat.  Mus.  1890,  77,  Santa  Barbara  Islands, 
at  Albatross  Stations,  2893  and  2996,  in  145  and  150  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  48243. 
Coll.  Gilbert.) 


2219.  SEBASTODES  ELOAOATUS  (Ayres). 

(Rein  A.) 

Head  2|;  depth  3^;  pectoral  3^.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  scales  58.  Body 
more  elongate  than  in  any  of  the  other  species  (except  pauHspiuis),  com- 
pressed. Head  long,  rather  pointed.  Mouth  large ; maxillary  extending 
to  posterior  margin  of  pupil,  its  length  2^  in  head;  premaxillary  on  level 
of  lower  margin  of  orbit ; lower  jaw  strongly  projecting.  Eye  very  large, 
longer  than  snout,  3^  in  head ; interorbital  space  broad,  concave,  with  low 
frontal  ridges.  Preopercular  spines  very  sharp,  all  pointed,  directed  back- 
ward ; opercular  spines  very  long  and  sharp.  Gill  rakers  long  and  strong, 
the  longest  about  ^ the  eye.  Scales  large,  not  very  rough;  accessory 
scales  numerous;  maxillary,  mandible,  and  preorbital  scaly.  Dorsal 
spines  moderately  high,  rather  strong,  the  highest  about  equal  to  soft  rays, 
2|  in  head,  the  fin  not  deeply  emarginate ; caudal  fin  lunate ; anal  fm  rather 
low,  second  spine  4 length  of  head,  much  longer  than  third,  higher  than 
soft  rays;  pectorals  moderately  broad,  long,  reaching  beyond  tips  of  short 
ventrals  to  vent.  Skull  long,  bones  thin,  jireocular,  postocular,  tympanic, 
and  parietal  spines  present,  slender,  shaiq),  the  ridges  moderately  devel- 
oped; sometimes  suinaocular  spines  present  and  distinct;  parietal  bones 
widely  separated;  interorbital  space  long  and  narrow,  5^  in  base  of  skull, 
moderately  concave;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed,  mes- 
ethmoid  processes  compressed,  slightly  elevated;  base  of  skull  somewhat 
curved.  Gill  rakers  9 or  10  + 20  to  22,  extending  full  length  of  arch. 
In  the  young  the  lateral  stripes  are  broken  up  into  smaller  blotches,  the 
interruptions  to  the  dorsal  stripe  leaving  a series  of  saddle-like  blotches 
along  the  back,  which  correspond  in  position  with  those  of  S.  saxicohi. 
There  is  1 under  first  dorsal  spines,  1 under  middle,  and  1 under  end  of 
spinous  dorsal,  1 under  soft  dorsal,  and  1 on  back  of  caudal  peduncle. 
This  correspondence  is  interesting  in  connection  with  similar  color  marks 
discovered  in  the  young  of  S.  diploproa  and  those  known  to  occur  in  the 
young  of  the  rosacvus  group.  Color  light  red;  sides  above  with  irregular 
horizontal  interrupted  olive-green  bands,  which  are  more  or  less  broken 
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into  blotches,  2 of  these  bands  below  lateral  line,  becoming  confluent 
behind;  a distinct  pale  band  following  course  of  lateral  line;  upper  fins 
blotched  with  olive,  lower  pale  red;  head  olive  and  blotched  above,  pale 
red  below;  chin  black;  peritoneum  dusky.  Length  12  inches.  Coast  of 
California,  from  San  Diego  to  San  Francisco ; not  rare  in  rather  deep  water. 
This  species  bears  considerable  resemblance  to  Seha>stodis  pvorvjcr.  {clon- 
gatiis,  elongated.) 

Sebastes  elongatus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  Il,  1859,  26,  fig.  9,  San  Francisco.  (Coll. 
Dr.  tv.  O.  Ayres.) 

Sebastodes  elongatus,  JoEDAX  A Gn3EET,  Synopsis,  669, 1883;  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci., 
series  2,  v,  1895,  600,  pi.  64,  fig.  22,  and  pi.  70,  fig.  40. 

2220.  SEBASTODES  LEYIS  (Eigenmann  A Eigenmann). 

Head  2f ; depth  3;  eye  If  in  snout,  51  in  head,  1 in  interorl>itaJ,  which 
is  very  slightly  convex.  D.  XIII,  131;  A.  Ill,  71;  lateral  line  50.  Head 
very  large,  j)ointed,  its  upper  and  lower  outlines  equally  inclined.  Mouth 
large,  lower  jaw  projecting  and  entering  profile;  a well-developed  sym- 
physeal  knob.  Maxillary  reaching  to  below  posterior  margin  of  pupil, 
greatly  dilated  behind,  its  width  about  equal  to  diameter  of  eye.  Sub- 
orbital stay  weak ; opercular  sx^ines  strong,  xiointed.  Gill  rakers  all  short, 
about  twice  as  high  as  Avide.  Scales  of  head  all  cycloid,  each  scale  with 
numerous  small  accessory  scales.  Mandible,  maxillary,  and  tix?  of  snout 
naked;  preorbital  Avith  scattered  patches  of  scales ; scales  of  body  Aveakly 
ctenoid.  Highest  dorsal  spine  little  less  than  f length  of  head,  the 
membranes  A'ery  deeply  incised,  those  of  first  3 spines  meeting  the  suc- 
ceeding ones  on  their  basal  fifth,  the  incisions  becoming  gradually  shal- 
lower backAvard;  the  tenth  membrane  meeting  the  eleA'enth  sxnne  on  its 
upper  third;  dorsal  rays  considerably  loAver  than  the  highest  spine;  cau- 
dal emarginate;  second  anal  spine  greatly  thickened,  4A  in  head;  A entrals 
about  2 in  head ; x>ectorals  It.  Skull  long,  bones  thick,  sxiongy ; preocular, 
postocular,  tympanic,  x^arietal,  and  sometimes  supraocular  spines  present, 
the  ridges  moderately  developed;  x>arietal  bones  meeting;  iuterorbital 
space  a little  more  than  4 in  l»ase  of  skull,  concave,  and  on  each  side  Avithin 
the  supraorbital  ridges,  higher  in  center,  Avith  a small  median  ridge  and 
2 others  oA'er  mucous  canals ; ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  moderately 
develox^ed;  mesethmoid  processes  compressed,  their  upper  surfaces  de- 
pressed, base  of  skull  straight.  Pink,  Avith  4 interrupted  crossbars  of 
l»lack,  the  first  below  origin  of  dorsal,  second  below  sixth  dorsal  spine, 
third  below  tenth  spine,  fourth  below  seventh  dorsal  ray ; back  sometimes 
dusky ; 1 specimen  having  a large  black  blotch  on  anterior  part  of  soft 
dorsal;  peritoneum  white.  (Eigenmann  Eigenmann.)  Length  2 to  3 
feet;  one  of  the  largest  sx^ecimens  Aveighing  29  pounds.  Coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, from  San  Diego  to  Monterey;  not  rare  in  deep  water;  occasionally 
seen  in  the  markets  of  Los  Angeles.  {levis,  capricious  or  fantastic,  the 
root  meaning  light.) 

Sebastichthys  levis,  Eigexmaxx  A Eigexaiaxx,  Xotes  from  the  San  Diego  Biol.  Laboratory, 
I,  6, 1889,  San  Diego  (Type,  Xo.  41904.  Coll.  Eigenmann) ; Eigexmaxx  A Eigexaiaxx, 
West  American  Scientist  1889,  129. 

Sebastodes  levis,  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  a',  1895, 601,  pL  64.  fig.  24. 
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2221.  SEBASTODES  KUBRIYINCTUS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Spanish  Flag.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2^;  eye  very  large,  3f  in  head.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  7; 
scales  55.  Body  robust,  rather  deep  aud  compressed.  Head  long,  acute 
in  profile,  there  being  a nearly  straight  slope  from  a bony  prominence  in 
front  of  spinous  dorsal  to  tip  of  lower  jaw.  Mouth  rather  large,  obliciue, 
the  lower  jaw  projecting;  maxillary  broad,  extending  to  opposite  middle 
of  eye,  its  length  2^  in  head;  premaxillary  on  level  of  lower  border  of 
eye;  interorbital  space  not  so  broad  as  eye,  not  widened  behind,  with 
sparse,  smooth  scales;  mandible  naked;  maxillary  with  a few  scales;  sub- 
orbital stay  very  prominent,  its  tip  nearly  reaching  preopercle;  preoper- 
cular  spines  very  strong,  the  second  longest;  opercular  spines  long;  pre- 
orbital wide.  Gill  rakers  rather  short,  robust,  much  compressed,  the 
longest  about  i of  eye.  Scales  on  head  all  small  and  thin,  mostly  cycloid ; 
scales  of  body  smoother  than  usual;  accessory  scales  very  numerous. 
Dorsal  spines  robust,  rather  high,  the  fifth  not  quite  i the  length  of  head, 
those  behind  rapidly  shortened,  the  membrane  joining  the  thirteenth 
spine  below  its  middle;  soft  rays  about  as  high  as  spines;  caudal  slightly 
emarginate;  anal  low,  its  second  spine  2A  in  head,  much  longer  and 
stronger  than  third,  both  robust;  pectorals  moderate,  not  reaching  vent, 
3f  in  length,  the  base  e(|ual  to  diameter  of  eye;  ventrals  not  reaching 
tips  of  pectorals.  Skull  long,  moderately  thin;  preocular,  postocular, 
tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  long,  strong,  bluntish,  the  ridges 
moderately  developed;  parietals  meeting;  interorbital  space  long,  nar- 
row, 5^  in  base  of  skull,  nearly  flat,  a rather  deeii  groove  between  the 
broad  ridges  over  mucous  canals ; ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well 
developed,  mesethmoid  processes  compressed,  not  elevated;  base  of  skull 
somewhat  curved,  about  as  in  Sehastodcs  elon<j(ii\i8.  Very  pale  rose-red, 
almost  Avhite,  with  cross  bands  of  a deep,  intense  crimson  red ; these  bands 
broadest  on  the  back;  1 of  the  bands  runs  across  eye,  snout,  suborbital, 
aud  maxillary,  its  boundaries  indistinct;  the  next  across  nuchal  region, 
front  of  dorsal  and  opercle;  the  next  across  middle  of  spinous  dorsal, 
including  ventrals  and  posterior  half  of  pectorals;  another  across  soft 
dorsal  and  anal ; another  across  base  of  caudal,  the  fin  itself  being  deep 
rose  color;  the  other  fins  share  the  color  of  that  part  of  the  body  against 
which  they  lie;  peritoneum  white.  Length  15  inches.  Coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, San  Diego  to  Monterey,  in  deep  water;  rare.  In  life  the  most 
brilliantly  colored  large  fish  in  our  waters,  (riiher,  red;  rinctus,  banded.) 

Sebastichthys  rubrivinctus,  Jordan  Sz.  Gilbert,  Proc.  TT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  291,  Santa 
Barbara  Channel.  (Type,  No.  26989.  Coll.  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  rubrivinctiis,  JoRVAii  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  669, 1883 ; Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 
Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  601,  pi.  64,  fig.  23. 

Subgenus  AUCTOSPINA,  Eigenmann  <fc  Beeson. 

2222.  SEBASTODES  AERICULATUS  (Girard). 

(Brown  Rockfish.) 

Head  3^;  depth  2L  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  HI,  7 ; scales  45.  Body  oblong; 
rather  deep.  Mouth  moderate,  below  axis  of  body,  the  jaws  nearly  equal ; 
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maxillary  reaching  beyond  eye,  its  length  2^  in  head;  x^reorbital  broad; 
preopercnlar  spines  long,  all  directed  backward,  the  second  longest;  oper- 
cular spines  weak ; 3 suprascapular  spines.  Scales  on  body  large,  ctenoid ; 
accessory  scales  not  very  numerous;  mandible  naked.  Spinous  dorsal 
high,  the  longest  spine  2 in  head,  higher  than  the  soft  rays,  which  are 
much  elevated;  second  anal  spine  longer  and  stronger  than  third,  2^^  in 
head;  soft  part  of  anal  high;  pectorals  rather  short  and  broad,  the  tips 
barely  reaching  the  vent,  their  length  3^  in  body;  ventrals  reaching  to 
vent;  caudal  truncate.  Bones  of  skull  rather  thin ; preocular,  postocular, 
tympanic,  parietal,  and  coronal  spines  present,  quite  slender,  sharp;  pari- 
etal spines  sometimes  divided;  the  ridges  moderately  thick  and  high; 
parietal  bones  quite  far  apart,  interorbital  space  narrow,  4 in  base  of 
skull,  its  middle  convex,  a depression  on  each  side  between  the  convexity 
and  the  supraocular  ridge;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  strongly  devel- 
oped; mesethmoid  processes  compressed,  thin,  elevated;  base  of  skull 
straight.  In  one  specimen  the  gill  rakers  are  T-flS;  on  the  upper  limb 
2 only  are  long  and  compressed,  the  others  are  round  and  thick,  but 
slightly  movable;  on  lower  limb  all  those  enumerated  are  compressed; 
jn  front  is  a mass  that  might  represent  rudiments  of  one  or  more.  Color 
blackish  brown,  much  mottled  with  light  brown;  top  of  head  dark;  a 
dark  blotch  on  the  upper  angle  of  the  opercle;  entire  body  flushed  with 
brownish  red,  this  color  most  noticeable  on  front  of  head;  a brownish  red 
streak  along  middle  of  maxillary,  and  a second  from  the  preorbital  down- 
ward and  backward  across  the  cheek ; another  from  eye  to  lower  part  of 
opercle;  fins  all  marked  with  dark  and  light  olive  and  reddish,  the  latter 
hue  especially  on  the  ventrals  and  anal;  base  of  pectoral  blackish  ; north- 
ern specimens  are  more  blackish,  and  less  uniform  in  color;  old  specimens 
are  often  nearly  uniform  reddish  brown;  the  young  sometimes  with 
obscure  dark  bars,  the  caudal  flu  speckled.  Length  18  inches.  Pacific 
coast  of  America,  from  Cape  Mendocino  to  Cerros  Island,  very  abundant; 
the  only  species  entering  bays  and  caught  with  hook  and  line  from  wharves. 
It  may  be  known  at  once  by  the  coronal  spines,  these,  however,  often  obso- 
lete in  the  northern  form,  var.  dallii.  {auricnIatKs,  eared.) 

Sebastcs  auriculatus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Kat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  131,  146,  and  P.  S.  Pac.  R.  K. 

Sure.,  x.  Fishes,  80,  1858,  Presidio,  near  San  Francisco  (Type,  No.  347.  Coll.  Lieut. 

Trowbridge.) ; Aykes,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1862,  215,  lig.  68. 

Sehastes  ruber,  Ayees,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  i,  1854,  7,  San  Francisco;  adult. 

Sebastes  ruber,  xar.  parvzis,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci..  i,  1854,  7,  San  F-ancisco;  young. 
Sebastodes  au ric ulatu s,  Jorda's  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  670,  1883;  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 

Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895, 601,  pi.  65,  fig.  26. 

Represented  northward  (Vancouver  Island  to  Point  Reyes)  by  a form 
much  darker  in  color,  and  lacking  one  or  both  coronal  spines  in  about  half 
the  specimens : 

222*2a.  SEBASTODES  AURICULATUS  DALLII  (Eigenmann  & Beeson). 

This  form  is  thus  described:  Head  3;  depth  3.  D.  XIII,  14^;  A.  Ill,  6L 
Dorsal  spines  moderate,  2 in  head;  lower  jaw  projecting.  Maxillary 
extending  beyond  eye,  about  2f  in  head.  Eye  equals  snout,  3f  in  head. 
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considerably  more  than  interorbital  width.  Interorbital  concave,  2 strong 
ridges  dividing  it  into  a median  and  2 lateral  grooves;  preorbital  narrow, 
with  2 flat  spine  processes.  Preopercnlar  si)ines  directed  backward.  Gill 
rakers  about  2 in  orbit;  second  anal  spine  2^  in  head;  maxillary,  man- 
dibles and  snout  naked ; scales  mostly  cycloid.  Lower  pectoral  rays  thick 
and  fleshy.  Three  straight,  dark  cross  bands,  1 from  nape  across  base  of 
pectoral,  1 from  sixth  to  seventh  dorsal  spine  toward  anus,  a half  one  from 
eighth  to  tenth  dorsal  spine  to  lateral  line,  a broader  one  below  soft  dorsal  ; 
these  bars  extend  on  to  the  dorsal  fin ; a few  small  dark  spots  on  base  of 
pectorals  and  on  shoulder;  sides  of  tail  more  or  less  mottled ; dark  streaks 
radiating  from  eye;  peritoneum  pale.  Specimen,  8^  inches  long;  San 
Francisco.  The  type  specimen  belongs  to  the  collection  of  the  Indiana 
University.  (Eigenmann  & Beeson.)  (Named  for  William  Healy  Dali,  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  who  has  been  intimately  identified  with  the 
Pacific  coast  zoology  for  many  years. 

Pteropodus  dallii,  Eigenmann  & Beeson,  Am.  Xat.,  Vol.  xxvm,  Jan.,  1891,  66,  San 
Francisco. 

Sebastodes  auriculatus  dalli,  Jordan  <fc  Starks.  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,798. 


Subgenus  PTEROPODUS,  Eigenmann  Sc  Beeson. 

2223.  SEBASTODES  RASTRELLIGEE  (Jordan  Sc  Gilbert). 

(Grass  Eockfish.) 

Head  3;  depth  2|.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  scales  47.  Body  oblong, 
deepest  at  the  shoulders.  Head  short,  lilunt.  Mouth  moderate,  little 
oblique,  maxillary  reaching  to  posterior  margin  of  eye,  its  length  24  iu 
head;  premaxillary  rather  below  level  of  eye;  jaws  equal,  without 
symphyseal  knob.  Eye  small,  anterior,  in  head.  Preopercnlar  spines 
short  and  stout,  the  2 upper  subequal;  opercular  spines  very  broad  and 
flat,  sometimes  bifid;  suprascapular  spines  strong.  Gill  rakers  very  short, 
wide,  compressed,  the  longest  almost  as  wide  as  high.  Scales  on  body 
large;  accessory  scales  few.  Dorsal  spines  low,  the  fifth  about  f the 
length  of  head;  the  fin  little  emarginate;  soft  rays  considerably  higher 
than  spines ; caudal  slightl}'  rounded ; anal  high,  its  spines  low,  the  second 
as  high  as  third  and  much  stouter,  3 in  head;  pectoral  rather  short,  reach- 
ing vent,  its  base  extremely  broad,  its  width  about  ^ length  of  head;  the 
lower  rays  much  thickened;  length  of  pectorals  3f  in  body;  veutrals 
moderate,  not  quite  reaching  the  tips  of  pectorals.  Bones  of  skull  thick ; 
preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  strong,  the 
ridges  low  but  thick;  occipital  ridges  very  long,  equalling  diameter  of 
orbit;  parietal  bones  separate;  interorbital  space  4^  in  base  of  skull, 
slightly  convex,  concave  laterally  inside  of  supraocular  ridge  narrower 
than  eye;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed;  mesethmoid 
processes  compressed,  strong,  slightly  elevated;  base  of  skull  very  nearly 
straight.  Blackish  green,  with  paler  mottliugs,  sides  spotted  with  darker; 
belly  pale  greenish;  paired  fins  dark,  often  bordered  with  reddish;  other 
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fins  chiefly  olivaceous,  spotted  with  darker;  the  brightness  of  the  olive 
and  greenish  shades  is  quite  variable,  but  the  species  is  always  without 
definite  markings  and  without  bright  red ; peritoneum  brownish.  Length 
15  inches.  Coast  of  California,  from  San  Diego  to  San  Francisco ; abundant 
southward.  A strongly  marked  species,  known  at  once  by  its  short  gill 
rakers.  (rastreUum,  diminutive  of  rastrum,  a rake;  gero,  I bear;  from  the 
small  gill  rakers.) 

Sehastichthys  rastrelliger,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TT.  S.  Ifat.  Miis.  1880,  296,  Monterey. 
(Type,  Ko.  27033.  Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Sehastodes  rastrelliger,  Jordan  6c  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  671,  1883;  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 
Sci.,  series  2,  v,  1895,  602,  pis.  65  and  70,  figs.  27  and  41. 


2224.  SEBASTODES  CAUBIAUS  (Eicbardsonp 

Head  2| ; depth  24;  eye  and  snout  equal,  2 in  maxillary,  If  in  head.  D. 
XIII,  12  to  14;  A.  Ill,  6 or  7 ; P.17  to  19;  scales  41  to  44  (pores);  trans- 
verse rows  of  scales  42  to  47.  Body  stout,  compressed,  the  back  elevated. 
Head  strongly  compressed;  the  dorsal  profile  nearly  straight;  interorbital 
space  nearly  flat  between  the  moderately  elevated  supraocular  ridges, 
5b  to  5|  in  head;  nasal,  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal 
spines  present,  sharp,  the  ridges  moderate;  maxillary  2b  in  head,  its  broad 
posterior  end  reaching  about  to  posterior  rim  of  orbit;  lower  jaw  some- 
what projecting  with  a symphyseal  knob;  fine  scales  on  maxillary  and 
part  of  lower  jaw.  Preorbital  broad,  with  usually  1 or  2 small,  rather 
blunt,  spines;  suborbital  stay  short;  preopercular  spines  directed  back- 
ward, the  2 upper  sharpest,  the  middle  one  flatter  and  larger  but  not 
divided.  Dorsal  spines  high,  strong,  the  fourth  longest,  Ig-  in  head;  mem- 
brane of  spinous  dorsal  deeply  incised,  attached  to  the  thirteenth  spine 
at  about  the  middle  of  its  height;  the  soft  rays  a little  shorter  than  the 
spines;  second  anal  spine  scarcely  longer  or  stronger  than  the  third,  2^  in 
head.  If  in  soft  rays;  first  anal  equal  to  eye  and  snout;  caudal  truncate; 
pectoral  reaching  to  or  beyond  vent,  3^  to  3^  in  length  of  body,  its  base 
3 in  its  length;  accessory  scales  few.  Dark  brown,  more  or  less  washed 
with  coppery  or  yellowish,  the  dark  shades  being  dark  red,  the  pale 
shades  light  brownish  and  better  defined  than  in  S.  vexiUaris,  but  similarly 
placed.  In  alcohol,  body  and  head  blackish  above,  with  a very  slight  pink- 
ish tint;  paler  below;  fins  all  blackish ; pale  shades  whitish ; peritoneum 
white.  Puget  Sound  to  Sitka;  abundant  northward;  replacing  vexil- 
laris.  This  species  is  very  close  to  Sehastodes  vexiUaris  in  general  char- 
acter, but  differs  from  it  in  color.  It  has  fewer  accessory  scales,  a more 
prominent,  somewhat  projecting,  lower  jaw  with  symphyseal  knob,  a 
broader  preorbital,  less  flattened  cranial  ridges,  a longer  second  anal 
spine,  and  lower  dorsal  spines.  The  body  is  apparently  more  compressed, 
the  pectoral  a little  longer,  the  posterior  end  of  the  maxillary  a little 
broader,  with  a slightly  different  outline.  Here  described  from  speci- 
mens from  Seattle,  {caurinus,  northwestern,  from  caurus,  northwest 
wind.) 
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Sebastes  caurinus*  Richardson,  Voyage  of  the  Sulphur,  Ichthyology,  77,  pi.  41,  fig.l, 
1845,  Sitka,  t 

Sebastodes  caurinus  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  672, 1883. 


2226.  SEBASTODES  VEXILLARIS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Eye  moderate,  liigh  up,  4 to  4^  in  head.  D.  XIII,  16;  A.  Ill,  6;  scales 
55.  Body  stout  and  compressed,  back  elevated.  Mouth  rather  large, 
broad  maxillary  extending  behind  orbit,  its  length  2 in  head;  premaxil- 
lary on  level  of  lower  edge  of  pupil;  jaws  subequal,  lower  somewhat  pro- 
jecting, but  without  symphyseal  knob;  upper  jaw  emarginate  at  tip; 
interorbital  space  narrower  than  eye,  occupied  by  2 raised  ridges,  cov- 
ered by  the  scales;  preopercular  spines  moderate,  some  of  them  usually 
divided  into  2,  3,  or  4 at  tip,  middle  one  largest;  preorbital  very  broad; 
suborbital  stay  short.  Jaws  naked.  Gill  rakers  rather  long  and  strong, 
the  longest  slightly  clavate,  about  2 in  eye.  Dorsal  spines  very  strong 
and  high,  about  as  in  S.  chlorostictus,  nearly  as  high  as  in  S.  malUier, 
the  highest  more  than  ^ length  of  head,  and  rather  higher  than  the 
very  high  soft  rays;  membrane  of  spinous  dorsal  rather  deeply  incised, 
but  less  so  than  in  S.  maliger;  second  anal  spine  3 in  head,  scarcely  longer 
than  third  and  not  much  stronger,  about  f as  high  as  soft  rays;  caudal 
truncate;  pectoral  shorter  than  head,  not  reaching  vent,  its  base  rather 
broad,  length  3|  in  body;  ventrals  not  reaching  vent.  Bones  of  skull 
thick;  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present  (tym- 
panic spines  sometimes  absent),  the  ridges  rather  low  and  heavy;  parietal 
bones  far  apart;  intcrorbital  space  3f  in  base  of  skull,  somewhat  concave; 
a deeper  median  groove  between  2 small  ridges  over  the  mucous  canals; 
ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed,  mesethmoid  processes 
compressed,  a little  elevated ; base  of  skull  straight.  Bright  pale  yellowish 


* The  following  is  the  original  description  of  this  species:  ^'■Char.  Spec.  S.  genis  iner- 
mibus,  lineis  elevatis  intra  orbitas  nullis,  spinis  na.si  utrinque  binis,  spiuis  ceteris  capitis 
deniissis;  parte  spinosa  pinnae  dorsi  alta  arcuatd;  pinnis  iiuniaculatis.”  Radii:  D.  13/13; 
A.  3/6;  C.  13|;  P.  9 et  viii ; V.  1/5.  Plate  XLi,  fig.  1.  Half  nat.  size.  “This  .species  greatly 
resembles  the  S.  noi'vetjicu.s  in  the  armature  of  its  head,  but  difi'ers  in  the  greater  height 
of  its  dorsal  spines  and  the  larger  size  of  the  scales.  It  is  better  armed  than  tlie  S.  varia- 
bilis,  which,  like  itself,  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  and  it  difi’ers  in  the 
numbers  of  its  fin  rays  both  from  that  species  and  the  <S.  inennis  of  .Japan.  It  has  more 
resemblancein  its  spines  to  S .marmoratus  (Temm.  <fe  Sehlegel,  Fauna  Japan.,  tab.  21,  fig.  1), 
but  the  markings  on  the  fins  difi’er  and  the  dorsal  rays  of  caurinus  are  higher  than  those 
of  any  of  these  3 species.  The  length  of  the  head  and  the  height  of  the  body  are  about 
equal,  and  are  contained  3.J  times  in  the  whole  length  of  the  fish.  The  intcrorbital  space 
is  flattish,  and  is  scarcely  depressed  below  the  margin  of  the  orbit.  Besides  the  usual 
spine  above  the  nostrils  there  is  a smaller  one  at  the  anterior  oi*eiiiug.  There  is  an  acute 
point  near  the  middle  of  the  orbital  crest,  another  at  the  posterior  angle  of  the  orbit,  and 
a third  smaller  one  on  the  temples  close  beneath  it.  The  lateral  cranial  crest,  com- 
mencing over  the  temporal  spine,  is  low  and  even  and  ends  in  a similar  point.  The 
suprascapular  shows  an  acute  but  not  elevated  edge,  which  ends  in  a sharp,  angular 
point.  Another  point  of  the  same  bone  is  with  difficulty  detected  among  the  scales  lower 
down,  and  the  scapula  has  also  a spinous  point.  The  preorbital  is  divided  into  3 shallow, 
truncated  lobes,  which  are  a little  tiled  No  ridge  can  be  traced  externallv  across  the 
cheek  nor  any  spines  under  the  eye.  There  are  the  usual  5 preopercular  angles  of  spines 
and  2 opercular  ones.  Two  minute  teeth  exist  in  the  suboperculum  and  interoperculum 
at  the  point  where  these  bones  meet  each  other.  All  the  spines  are  closely  recumbent. 
There  are  43  rows  of  scales  in  a longitudinal  row,  exclusive  of  some  small  ones  on  the 
base  of  the  caudal.  The  specimen,  being  dried,  has  lost  its  colors.  Length  15  inches.” 
The  northwest  coast  of  America.  The  specimen  was  procured  at  the  Russian  settlement 
of  Sitka.  (Richardson,  Voyage  of  the  Sulphur,  page  77.) 

t This  species  is  very  abundant  in  Sitka  Harbor,  where  many  specimens  were  taken 
by  us  in  1896. 
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red,  becoming  lighter  below,  the  reddish  and  yellowish  forming  large  and 
irregular  areas,  sometimes  one  shade  predominating,  sometimes  the  other ; 
a pink  cross  blotch  on  back  at  base  of  second  and  third  dorsal  spines 
sometimes  present;  upper  parts  of  head  mostly  i)ink,  with  broad  olive 
shades  running  backward,  1 on  lower  lip,  1 on  maxillary,  1 from  preorbital 
region  downward,  1 from  eye  backward  and  downward  across  cheek,  and 
another  across  opercular  spines;  fins  all  pinkish  red,  membranes  olive; 
vertical  fins  narrowly  edged  with  dusky  ; top  of  head  usually  with  alter- 
nating cross  shades  of  pinkish  and  yellowish ; yellowish  shades  sometimes 
replaced  by  light  olive ; other  specimens  are  quite  red ; still  others  brown- 
ish; light  areas  on  back  have  a position  similar  to  that  of  the  rosy  spots 
in  Sebastodes  consteUatiis;  peritoneum  white.  Length  2 feet.  Coast  of 
California,  San  Diego  to  Cape  Mendocino,  very  common;  one  of  the  larger 
species,  {rexillaris,  standard  bearing.) 

Sebastichthys  vexillaris,  Jordan  6c  Gilbert,  Proc.  G.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880, 292,  Santa  Barbara 
Channel ; San  Francisco.  (Type,  Xo.  27087.  Coll.  Jordan  X- Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  vexillaris,  Jordan  6c  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  672, 1883;  Crazier,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci., 
series  2,  v,  1895, 602,  pi.  66,  figs.  28  and  29 


2226.  SEBASTODES  MALIGER  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Yellow-backed  Rockfish.) 

Head  2f;  depth  2^.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  scales  47.  Body  oblong, 
robust;  head  large;  mouth  moderate,  the  jaws  nearly  equal  when  closed; 
maxillary  reaching  to  opposite  posterior  margin  of  eye,  its  length  about 
4 that  of  head;  jireorbital  moderate,  with  an  angular  lobe;  preoper- 
cular  spines  very  short ; opercular  long.  Gill  rakers  moderate,  somewhat 
clavate,  about  as  long  as  pupil.  Scales  rough;  jaws  naked.  Dorsal 
spines  very  high  and  strong,  higher  than  in  any  other  specie.s,  the  mem- 
branes very  deeply  incised,  so  that  4 or  more  of  the  length  of  the  highest 
spines  is  free  anteriorly;  highest  spine  about  f length  of  head,  the  fin 
deeply  emarginate ; soft  dorsal  high,  but  lower  than  the  spines;  caudal 
truncate;  anal  high,  the  second  spine  24  in  head,  little  higher  than  the 
third,  not  f height  of  soft  rays;  pectorals  very  broad  and  rounded, 
reaching  beyond  ventrals  to  vent ; base  of  fin  broader  than  eye,  the  lower 
rays  thickened,  its  length  34  in  body.  Bones  of  skull  moderately  thin ; 
preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  strong,  sharp, 
the  ridges  high  and  thick;  parietal  bones  well  separated;  interorbital 
space  4^  in  base  of  skull,  deeply  concave,  with  rather  high  ridges  over 
mucous  canals;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed,  meseth- 
moid  processes  compressed,  strong,  much  elevated;  base  of  skull  nearly 
straight.  Color  warm  yellowish  brown,  the  anterior  portion  of  the  back 
and  sides  usually  clear  yellow;  breast  yellow;  anterior  part  of  body  and 
head,  especially  in  the  adult,  closely  covered  with  small  round  spots  of  a 
clear  orange-brown  color ; posterior  part  of  body  darker  than  anterior, 
variously  mottled;  soft  fins  all  slaty  black,  the  pectorals  and  dorsal  paler 
at  base  and  speckled;  brownish  shades  radiating  from  the  eyes;  perito- 
neum pale.  Length  20  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  America,  from  Monterey 
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to  Sitka,  mostly  in  deep  water;  very  abundant  northward;  one  of  the 
largest  species,  {malus,  mast;  gcro,  I bear.) 

Sebastichthys  maliger,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  322,  San  Francisco. 
(Type,  No.  27091.  Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  maliger,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  673,  1883;  Crajmer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci., 
series  2,  v,  1895,  602,  pi.  66,  fig.  30. 


2227.  SEBASTODES  GILBERTI,  Cramer. 

Head  2iV;  depth  2|  to  3.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  P.  17 ; transverse 
(oblique)  rows  of  scales  40  to  42;  lateral  line  (pores)  about  39  to  42. 
Body  somewhat  compressed,  its  width  over  base  of  pectorals  nearly  2 in 
the  depth  (over  the  shoulders).  Head  compressed ; profile  steep,  nearly 
straight;  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  and  ridges 
present,  all  rather  delicate,  the  spines  somewhat  appressed,  the  parietal 
ridges  diverging  backward  in  slight  outward  curves.  Interorbital  space 
1^  in  orbit,  a little  concave,  with  a pair  of  low  ridges  and  a shallow  median 
groove  between  them.  Orbit  high  up,  nearly  circular,  4 in  head,  its  pos- 
terior rim  at  about  middle  of  length  of  head.  Preorbital  scarcely  lobate 
on  its  margin,  usually  with  1 short  triangular  spine  posteriorly;  sub- 
orbital stay  not  visible  externally ; preopercular  spines  all  directed  back- 
ward, the  2 uppermost  closer  together  than  the  others,  the  2 lowermost 
weak;  opercular  spines  rather  small,  sharp,  without  visible  ridges;  mouth 
nearly  horizontal,  the  tip  of  the  upper  jaw  nearly  on  a level  with  the  lower 
rim  of  the  orbit;  maxilliary  2|  in  head,  its  posterior  end  reaching  about 
to  vertical  from  posterior  rim  of  orbit;  lower  jaw  very  slightly  projecting, 
with  a slight  symphyseal  knob.  Teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines,  the 
bands  on  the  latter  narrow.  Gill  rakers  rather  slender,  2 to  3 in  orbit,  23 
on  anterior  limb  of  first  arch.  Fourth  dorsal  spine  highest,  in  head; 
the  membrane  of  the  first  dorsal  very  deeply  incised,  reaching  only  ^ of 
the  way  up  on  the  anterior  side  of  the  third,  and  about  ^ of  the  way  up 
on  the  fourth  spine,  nearly  to  the  tip  of  the  twelfth,  and  about  halfway 
up  on  the  thirteenth  spine;  soft  rays  lower  than  the  spines,  about  li  in 
the  longest  spine;  caudal  fin  truncate,  with  11  or  12  full-length  rays,  about 
If  in  head;  second  anal  spine  longer  and  much  stronger  than  the  third, 
2|  in  head,  lb  in  the  soft  rays;  pectoral  fin  reaching  to  or  a little  beyond 
vent,  3^  in  length  of  body,  the  median  rays  longest,  the  8 lower  rays 
unbranched  and  thickened,  base  of  fin  3 in  its  length;  Aentrals  reaching 
not  quite  to  vent,  the  spine  about  equal  to  third  anal  spine.  Scales  rather 
small,  those  of  body,  cheeks,  and  interorbital  space  all  ctenoid,  those  of 
breast  cycloid;  maxillary  with  minute  scales,  lower  jaw  and  top  of  head 
naked;  accessory  scales  few,  some  of  them  ctenoid.  Color  in  formalin: 
head  blackish  above;  lips  dusky;  a dark  band  from  front  of  orbit  for- 
ward along  side  of  snout;  a dark  stripe  on  maxillary;  a blackish  oliva- 
ceous band  from  preorbital  backward  and  downward  across  preopercle; 
another  broader  band  from  posterior  rim  of  orbit  across  preopercle  and 
lower  end  of  subopercle ; a dark  blotch  on  opercle ; a blackish  area  in 
front  of  dorsal  and  in  front  of  first  and  second  spines,  extending  with 
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interruptions  to  axils  of  pectorals,  and  on  to  the  base  of  the  fin,  and  down- 
ward and  backward  in  a narrow  broken  band  toward  the  vent ; another 
band  from  below  sixth  and  seventh  dorsal  spines  downward  and  backward 
nearly  to  origin  of  anal;  a third  short  one  from  below  ninth  and  tenth 
spines  to  lateral  line;  a broad  one  under  soft  dorsal  extending  below  lat- 
eral line  and  another  across  back  of  peduncle ; all  these  dark  areas  extend 
up  on  the  dorsal  fin,  their  outlines  are  not  sharply  defined,  and  they,  as 
well  as  the  lighter  areas  of  the  body,  are  mottled  with  scattered  and  much 
darker  spots ; the  lighter  areas  of  the  sides  were  in  the  fresh  state  a dull 
brick  red,  becoming  lighter  below;  dorsal  membrane  blackish  between 
first  and  third,  and  between  fifth  and  eleventh  spines  ; soft  dorsal  spotted, 
with  blackish  anteriorly;  membrane  of  caudal  dusky,  the  dark  much 
broken  into  spots;  anal  and  ventrals  dusky;  pectorals  with  a broad  trans- 
verse, dark,  spotted  band  near  base,  and  a transverse  dusky  area  with 
darker  spots  on  distal  half;  fins  in  life  probably  more  or  less  tinged 
with  the  reddish  color;  peritoneum  white.  Coast  of  California,  rare;  3 
specimens  from  San  Francisco  market,  71,  81,  and  81  inches  long;  speci- 
mens also  taken  at  Monterey.  (Xamed  for  Dr.  Charles  Henry  Gilbert.) 

Stbaitodes  gilberti,  Crameb.  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1S96.  241.  with  plate,  San  Francisco.  (Coll. 

Dr.  Jordan.) 


222S.  SEBASTODES  CARMTI  S (Jordan  i Gfibert). 

(Flesh-colobed  Kockfish.) 

Head  21;  depth  2|.  D.  XIII.  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  pyloric  cteca  8 ; vertebrae 
12-f-15;  scales  43.  Body  rather  short  and  deep;  mouth  low  and  rather 
short,  maxillary  extending  to  rather  behind  posterior  edge  of  eye,  its 
length  2 in  head;  premaxillary  entirely  below  eye;  jaws  about  equal;  no 
symphyseal  knob.  Scales  on  head  rather  rougher  than  in  8.  chryso- 
melas;  lower  jaw.  maxillary,  space  in  tront  of  eye,  and  nasal  region 
naked.  Cranial  ridges  well  developed,  but  somewhat  lower  than  in  8. 
clirysomelas,  covered  with  thick  skin.  Gill  rakers  short,  clavate.  Spi- 
nous dorsal  always  higher  than  in  8.  chrysomelas,  the  highest  spines  2 in 
head,  rather  higher  than  the  soft  rays,  the  membranes  more  deeply  incised 
than  in  S.  chrysomelas;  caudal  truncate;  anal  moderately  high,  second  spine 
2|  in  head,  stronger  and  slightly  longer  than  third,  about  f height  of  soft 
rays;  pectorals  rather  short.  34  in  head,  about  reaching  to  vent,  their 
bases  very  broad,  the  lower  rays  thickened  and  fieshy ; ventrals  reaching 
vent.  Bones  of  skull  moderately  thin  ; preocular,  postocular,  tympanic, 
and  parietal  spines  ^.resent,  sharp  and  strong,  the  ridges  high  and  strong; 
parietal  bones  widely  separated;  interorbital  space  5 in  base  of  skull, 
concave;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed,  mesethmoid 
processes  compressed,  thin,  very  much  elevated,  the  points  curved  down- 
ward; base  of  skull  straight.  Yellowish  brown,  with  blotches  of  clear 
flesh  color  or  pinkish,  the  dark  color  predominating  above,  the  pinkish 
below ; membrane  between  third  and  fourth  spines  always  pale,  this  color 
forming  a blotch  at  the  base  of  these  spines,  and  then  extending  obliquely 
downward  and  backward,  usually  joining  the  ventral  color;  in  front  of 
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this  light  area  on  the  sides  is  a narrow  oblique  dark  one,  in  front  of  which 
in  turn  is  a pale  one,  which  begins  at  angle  of  opercle  and  divides,  pass- 
ing around  pectorals  and  uniting  below  them;  a light  blotch  under  eighth 
dorsal  spine,  extending  up  on  the  fin;  another  at  junction  of  the  2 dorsals, 
and  another  under  last  ray;  under  each  of  these  are  irregular  undulating 
pale  areas;  sides  with  pale  blotches  of  all  sizes;  head  above  with  cross 
shades  and  bands  radiating  from  eye,  its  light  shades  tinged  with  purplish ; 
fins  colored  like  neighboring  parts  of  body;  peritoneum  white.  Length 
14  inches.  Coast  of  California,  from  8an  Diego  to  San  Francisco ; abundant 
in  very  shallow  water,  the  young  living  close  to  the  shore  among  rocks. 
(carnatiis,  flesh-colored.) 

Seboitichthys  carnatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  K’at.  Mns.  1880,  73,  Monterey 
(Coll.  Jordan  &,  Gilbert) ; Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  We.st  American  Scientist  1889, 130. 
Sebastodes  carnatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  674, 1883. 

■2229.  SEBASTODES  CHRYSOMELAS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Black  and  Yellow  Rockfish.) 

Head  2|;  depth  2|.  D.  XII,  I,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  scales  4.5.  Body  short  and 
stout,  compressed.  Head  short,  bluntish.  Mouth  rather  small,  entirely 
below  the  axis  of  the  body;  lower  jaw  slightly  included;  premaxillaries 
on  level  of  lower  edge  of  orbit;  maxillary  reaching  posterior  margin  of 
eye,  its  length  2 in  head;  preorbital  wide.  Cranial  ridges  covered  with 
thick  skin,  ending  in  strong  spines  which  diverge  backward;  preopercular 
spines  short  and  thick;  gill  rakers  as  in  Sebastodes  carnatus.  Scales 
moderate,  rough,  the  accessory  ones  few;  lower  jaw,  maxillary,  nasal 
region,  and  space  in  front  of  eye  naked.  Dorsal  spines  high  and  strong, 
the  highest  2jr  in  head,  rather  higher  than  soft  rays,  the  fin  deeply 
emarginate ; second  anal  spine  2|  in  head,  much  stronger  than  third,  the  two 
about  equal  in  length;  pectoral  3|  in  head,  with  very  broad  base,  reach- 
ing beyond  tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach  nearly  to  vent;  lower  pectoral 
rays  thickened;  caudal  truncate.  Bones  of  skull  rather  thin ; preocular, 
postocular,  tympanic,  and  occipital  spines  present,  the  ridges  very  high 
and  strong;  parietal  bones  quite  far  apart,  sometimes  nearly  meeting; 
interorbital  space,  in  its  narrowest  part  about  5f  in  base  of  skull,  concave; 
ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  strongly  developed ; mesethmoid  processes 
long,  compressed,  thin,  elevated;  base  of  skull  straight.  Pattern  of 
coloration  precisely  as  in  S.  carnatus,  the  colors  difierent;  the  light  shade 
a clear,  warm,  brownish  yellow,  with  some  specks  of  deeper  orange, 
varying  from  a dusky  orange  to  olivaceous  yellow,  the  latter  color  more 
often  seen  on  the  belly;  dark  shade,  black  or  dark  brown,  with  slight 
olive  tinge;  dark  color  jiredominating  on  back;  membrane  between  third 
and  fourth  dorsal  spines  and  an  area  at  base  of  these  spines  always  jiale; 
a yellow  blotch  extending  thence  downward  and  backward,  msually  j oin- 
ing  the  light  color  of  belly;  another  light  area  passing  from  near  angle 
of  opercle  around  pectorals,  uniting  below  them;  3 other  blotches  along 
back,  1 under  eighth  dorsal  spine,  1 under  last  spine,  and  1 under  last 
soft  ray ; from  each  of  these,  irregular  pale  areas  extend  down  the  sides ; 
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tins  tlie  color  of  the  region  to  which  they  belong;  head  above  with 
dusky  cross  shades  and  faint  bands  radiating  from  eye;  peritoneum  pale. 
Length  13  inches.  Pacitic  coast  of  America,  from  Puget  Sound  to  San 
Diego;  abundant  in  rather  deep  water;  northern  specimens  more  dull  in 
color  than  those  from  San  Francisco.  {xpv66<;,  gold;  black.) 

Sebastichthys  chrysomelas,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  455  and  465,  Mon- 
terey. (Type,  Xo.  26968.  CoU.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Sebastichthys  chrysomelas  var.  purpureus*  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  tVest  American 
Scientist  1889, 130,  San  Diego. 

Sebastodes  chrysomelas,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  675, 1883. 

•2230.  SEBASTODES  XEBULOSES  (Ayres). 

(Yellow-spotted  Rockfish.) 

Head  3;  depth  2f ; eye  large,  3 in  head.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  7;  lateral 
line  49.  Body  robust,  the  back  elevated,  the  protile  steep.  Mouth  rather 
large,  the  Jaws  equal,  the  maxillary  2 in  length  of  head,  extending  to 
beyond  pupil;  jaws  naked;  preopercular  spines  short.  Gill  rakers  as  in 
S.  chrysomelas.  Dorsal  rather  high,  considerably  emarginate,  the  highest 
spines  2 in  head,  higher  than  soft  rays;  caudal  truncate;  second  anal 
spine  24  in  head,  stouter  and  slightly  longer  than  third,  much  lower  than 
soft  rays;  pectorals  short  and  broad,  34  in  length,  reaching  beyond  tips 
of  ventrals  to  vent.  Scales  rough,  the  accessory  scales  numerous.  Bones 
of  skull  moderately  thin;  x> reocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal 
spines  present,  the  ridges  very  high  and  strong;  parietal  bones  far  apart; 
interorbital  space  narrow,  5 in  base  of  skull,  made  deeply  concave  by  the 
very  high  supraoccipital  ridges,  with  nearly  tiat  center;  ventral  process 
of  basisphenoid  well  developed,  mesethmoid  processes  compressed,  thin, 
much  elevated;  base  of  skull  straight.  Ground  color  blue  black  of  vary- 
ing shade,  sometimes  tinged  with  yellowish  anteriorly,  everywhere  tiuely 
and  irregularly  freckled  and  spotted  with  yellow  or  white,  the  light  color 
usually  bright  and  sharply  defined;  these  spots  smallest  and  most  numer- 
ous on  head ; a broad  irregular  yellow  band,  made  of  confluent  blotches, 
from  between  third  and  fourth  dorsal  spines,  involving  their  membrane, 
downward  to  lateral  line,  thence  backward  to  base  of  caudal;  fins  all 
black,  with  light  spots  at  base;  under  parts  soiled  yellow;  peritoneum 
pale.  Length  12  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  America,  from  Vancouver  Island 
to  Point  Concepcion;  a very  pretty  species,  in  rather  deep  water;  abun- 
dant. {nehulosus,  clouded.) 


' Dr.  Eigenmann  thus  describes  Sebastichthys  chrysomelas  purpureus: 

“ The  supraocular  spines  are  raised  much  above  the  surrounding  parts.  Dorsal  in  one 
specimen  XIII,  13^,  in  the  other  XIV.  12i.  Membranes  of  all  the  fins  dark  greenish,  tipped 
with  purple.  Base  of  anal  yellow.  Head  and  back  dark  brown;  lower  portions  of  sides 
purple ; base  ot  pectoral  and  its  upper  half  brown,  tinged  with  yellow.  A purple  bar  ex- 
tending from  eye  downward  and  backward  to  subopercle,  below  which  is  a greenish  band. 
Gill  membranes  and  membranes  below  maxillary,  breast,  and  belly  dirty  yellow ; mandibles 
purple,  lower  lip  yellow,  upper  slate  blue;  membranes  between  third  and  fourth  and 
seventh  and  eighth  dorsal  spines  purple,  the  color  extending  on  back;  a similar  spot  on 
and  below  last  dorsal  spine ; sides  irregularly  blotched  with  purple,  this  color  not  forming 
a band  along  posterior  part  of  lateral  line.  ’ " 

Two  specimens  from  the  San  Diego  market,  (Eigenmann  &;  Eigenmann.)  Whether  this 
IS  a distinct  species  or  simply  an  intensification  of  the  usual  black  and  orange  coloration 
we  cannot  determine. 
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Sebastcs  fasciatus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  'N'at.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 146,  and  in  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv., 
X,  Fishes,  79,  1858,  San  Francisco;  not  of  SxORER, 

Sebastes  nebulosus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  i,  1854,  5,  San  Francisco. 

Sebastichthys  fasciolaris.  Lockington,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  297,  San  Francisco. 
Sebastodes  nebulosus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  676, 1883;  Cramer, Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci., 
series  2,  V,  1895,  603,  pi.  67,  fig.  32. 

Subgenus  SEBASTICHTHYS,  Gill. 

2281.  SEBASTODES  SERRICEPS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

(Treefish.) 

Head  3;  depth  2^;  pectoral  3^;  eye  small,  5 in  head.  D.  XIII,  13;  A. 
Ill,  5;  scales  50.  Body  robust,  compressed  behind.  Head  compressed. 
Mouth  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  opposite  middle  of  eye,  its  length 
2^  in  head;  jaws  equal.  Cranial  ridges  covered  with  lax,  thick  skin, 
placed  nearly  in  a right  line  on  each  side;  interorbital  space  closely 
scaled;  preorbital  rather  broad ; preopercular  spines  sharp;  jaws  naked; 
membranes  of  spinous  dorsal  thick,  covered  with  small  scales.  Gill 
rakers  short,  stiff,  and  clavate.  Dorsal  spines  strong,  rather  low,  scarcely 
exserted,  lower  than  the  soft  rays,  the  longest  2f  in  head ; second  anal 
spines  2^  in  head,  stronger  than  third,  scarcely  longer;  pectorals  broad 
and  rounded,  the  lower  rays  thickened,  the  tips  reaching  vent ; ventrals 
reaching  beyond  vent ; caudal  rounded.  Bones  of  skull  moderately  thick ; 
preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  parietal,  and  nuchal  spines  present,  short, 
thick,  rather  blunt,  the  ridges  very  thick  and  high;  nuchal  spines  some- 
times coalescent  with  parietals ; parietal  bones  meeting  in  a straight  line; 
interorbital  space  narrow,  6 in  base  of  skull,  concave;  2 strong  ridges 
over  mucous  canals;  ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well  developed; 
mesethmoid  processes  strong,  compressed,  slightly  elevated,  distal  half 
decurved;  base  of  skull  straight.  Dark  olive,  blackish  above,  yellowish 
below;  sides  with  about  7 oblique  black  cross  bands,  wider  than  eye, 
usually  sharply  defined,  but  sometimes  faint  in  the  young ; 2 black  bauds 
downward  and  backward  from  eye;  lips,  mouth,  front  and  lower  part  of 
head  strongly  washed  with  coppery  red;  bases  of  fins  with  small  wliitish 
spots ; fins  blackish  olive ; cranial  ridges  black ; peritoneum  pale.  Length 
12  inches.  Coast  of  California,  from  Point  Reyes  to  Cerros  Island;  very 
abundant  southward,  about  rocks  near  shore ; one  of  the  most  singularly 
marked  of  the  rockfishes.  {serra,  saw;  -ceps,  head.) 

Sebastichthys  serriceps,JouvAN  <fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880, 38,  Santa  Catalina 
Island;  Santa  Barbara.  (Type,  No.  26918.  Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Sebastodes  sernceps,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  676,1883;  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci., 
series  2,  v,  1895,  601,  pi.  65,  fig.  25. 

2232.  SEBASTODES  NIGROCINCTLS  (Ayres). 

(Black-banded  Rockfish.) 

Head2f;  depth  2f;  eye  large,  4^  in  head.  D.  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  7;  scales 
50.  Body  short,  deep,  and  compressed,  deeper  than  in  any  of  the  other 
species ; back  arched.  Head  large,  compressed.  Mouth  very  large ; max- 
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illary  extending  to  beyond  pupil,  2 in  bead;  lower  jaw  very  slightly  pro- 
jecting, the  symphysis  not  produced;  premaxillary  scarcely  below  eye. 
Cranial  ridges  higher  than  in  any  other  species,  their  spines  blunt,  the 
ridges  arranged  in  2 nearly  parallel  series  as  in  serriceps,  the  surface  of 
the  larger  ones  roughened  by  accessory  spinous  tubercles  as  in  S.  ruher- 
rimus;  occipital  ridges  very  high;  skin  covering  cranial  ridges  thin  or 
obsolete,  not  lax;  interorbital  space  sparsely  scaled,  very  narrow,  its 
breadth  a little  more  than  ^ diameter  of  eye,  with  very  strong  frontal 
ridges,  which  are  not  covered  by  the  scales ; jaws  naked ; preorbital  broad, 
a low  ridge  extending  along  its  surface  and  that  of  the  suborbital ; this 
ridge,  somewhat  rough  and  not  covered  with  the  scales,  is  continuous 
with  the  short  suboribital  stay ; preopercular  spines  short,  very  blunt, 
the  opercular  spines  very  strong ; scapular  spines  moderate.  Gill  rakers 
short  and  stout,  clavate,  the  longest  nearly  ^ the  diameter  of  the  eye. 
Dorsal  spines  rather  high  and  strong,  the  longest  2^  in  head,  about  as  high 
as  soft  rays,  the  fin  not  deeply  emarginate;  caudal  fin  rounded;  anal  fin 
high,  its  second  spine  2^  in  head,  higher  and  much  stronger  than  the  third; 
pectorals  broad,  fan-shaped,  3|  in  length,  their  base  i broader  than  the 
diameter  of  the  orbit,  their  tips  not  quite  reaching  tips  of  ventrals.  Scales 
rough.  Base  of  skull  nearly  straight;  interorbital  space  concave  and 
narrow,  about  6 in  base  of  skull;  process  of  mesethmoid  directed  nearly 
horizontally  (in  an  old  specimen) ; ventral  process  of  basisphenoid  well 
developed ; cranial  ridges  very  strong  and  high ; interorbital  space  widen- 
ing quite  markedly  backward,  parietals  meeting  in  middle  lines.  Bright 
orange  red,  with  5 jet-black  vertical  bars,  overlaid  with  bright  red;  these 
bars  comparatively  narrow,  none  of  them  wider  than  eye;  1 at  beginning 
of  dorsal,  extending  downward  on  opercle  and  scapular  region ; a second, 
broader  one,  under  middle  of  spinous  dorsal ; a third  under  posterior  part 
of  spinous  dorsal;  the  fourth  narrower,  under  front  of  soft  dorsal;  the  fifth 
under  middle  of  soft  dorsal,  all  of  these  extending  on  the  dorsal  fin;  2 
oblique  black  bands  from  eye,  downward  and  backward  across  cheek; 
another  upward  and  backward  toward  the  nape ; fins  uniform  deep  orange, 
anal  and  ventrals  tipped  with  blackish;  mouth  red;  peritoneum  white. 
Length  2 feet.  Pacific  coast  of  America,  from  Monterey  to  Vancouver 
Island,  in  deep  water;  very  rare  southward;  occasionally  about  the  Faral- 
lones,  where  the  specimens  here  described  were  taken ; rather  common  in 
the  straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca;  a large  and  singular  species,  the  most  strik- 
ing in  color  of  the  group,  and  scarcely  less  beautiful  than  Sehastodes  ruhri- 
vinctus.  It  is  evidently  closely  related  to  Sehastodes  serriceps.  {niger,  black ; 
cinctus,  girdle.) 

Sebastes  nigrocinctus,  Ayees,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  il,  1859,  25  and  217,  fig.  6,  San  Francisco. 
Sebastichthys  nigrocinctus,  G-ill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1862,  278. 

Sehastodes  nigrocinctus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  677, 1883. 

Note.— For  purposes  of  comparison  we  here  append  diagnoses  of  the 
cemaining  known  species  of  Sehastodes. 
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I.  Species  Belated  to  Sebastodes  melanops  and  S.  ovalis,  from  the  ■Northern 

Shores  of  Japan. 

a.  SEBASTODES  IXERMIS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Me  ward.) 

Head  very  slightly  more  than  depth;  depth  2|  to  3.  D.  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  7;  lateral 
line  38  to  42  (pores).  Nasal,  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  all 
rudimentary.  Upper  profile  of  head  rising  rather  rapidly,  without  curving,  to  the  sliglitly 
curved  nape.  Head  pointed  forward.  Lower  jaw  projecting,  with  symphyseal  knob.  Orbit 
rather  more  than  3 to  3g;  snout  (to  tip  of  chin)  2|  to  2| ; interorbital  space  4^  to  4^  in  head. 
Mouth  oblique.  Maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye  or  a little  beyond.  Teeth  in  narrow 
bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Preorhital  low,  with  2 strong  spines  directed  back- 
ward. Maxillary  and  mandible  scaly.  Upper  outline  of  spinous  dorsal  quite  strongly 
curved;  fifth  and  sixth  spines  nearly  ^ as  long  as  head,  first  spine  but  little  more  than 
^ orbit,  the  twelfth  about  equal  to  snout.  Ventrals  about  2|,  pectoral  about  IJ,  caudal 
about  If  in  head;  ventrals  reaching  nearly  as  far  back  as  longest  pectoral  rays,  in  some 
cases  nearly  to  origin  of  anal;  second  anal  spine  stronger,  sometimes  a little  shorter, 
sometimes  a little  longer  than  third;  caudal  nearly  truncate.  Maxillary  extremely 
weakly  scaled;  mandible  (gic/),  snout,  and  preorbital  scaleless.  Lateral  line  parallel  with 
dorsal  outline,  38  to  42  pores  on  body,  2 on  caudal.  Blackish  gray  or  reddish  violet,  paler 
below.  Abundant  at  Tokio.  (Steindachner  & Doderlein.) 

Sebastes  inermis.  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  346,  1829,  Japan  (inter- 
orbital space  not  concave);  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  97,  I860;  Hilgendorf,  Sitz.-Bericht. 
Gesell.  naturf.  Freunde,  Berlin,  172, 1880;  Steindachner  & Doderlein,  Denkschr. 
Akad.  'Wiss.  Wien  1884,  205. 

&.  SEBASTODES  YEXTBICOSES  (Temminck  & Schlegel). 

Upper  surface  of  head  flat,  the  ridges  and  spines  very  feeble;  interorbital  width  5 in 
head;  lower  jaw  acutely  prominent;  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye.  Fourth  dorsal 
spine  longest,  nearly  J length  of  head,  much  longer  than  third  anal  spine.  Brownish. 
Sea  of  Japan.  (Gunther.) 

Hilgendorf  regards  S.  ventricotus  as  identical  with  S.  inermis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes ; 
hut  it  appears  to  be  distinct. 

Sebastes  ventricosus,  Temminck  & Schlegel,  Fauna  Japon.,  Poiss.,  48,  pi.  xx,  figs.  1,  2, 
1842 ; Bleeker,  Verhand.  Batav.  Genootsch.,  xxvi,  80 ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  97, 1860. 

c.  SEBASTODES  JOYYEKI  (Gunther). 

(Tokenoko  me  waru.) 

Head  3 to  3).;  depth  3.  D.  XIII,  14  or  15;  A.  Ill,  7;  P.  16  (V) ; lateral  line  about  42  to 
49  (pores) . Orbit  3 ; snout  and  iuterorbital  width  more  than  3|  in  head.  Mouth  moderate, 
oblique;  projecting  lower  jaw  with  symphj'seal  knob.  Teeth  delicate,  sharp,  in  narrow 
bands.  Maxillary  not  quite  reaching  middle  of  eye.  Preorbital  low  (broad?)  with  2 
strong  spines  directed  downward  and  backward.  First  (uppermost)  spine  of  preopercle 
a little  weaker  than  the  fifth;  second  longest,  the  others  decreasing  rapidly  in  length. 
Opercular  spines  parallel,  the  upper  stronger.  Maxillary,  under  side  of  lower  jaw,  as  in 
S.  inermis.  Preorhital  and  greater  part  of  snout  (nearly  whole  head  except  lips)  scaled. 
Pores  of  lower  jaw  inconspicuous.  Fourth  to  sixth  dorsal  spines  longest,  2 in  head;  sec- 
ond anal  spine  stronger  but  equal  to  third  in  length,  2 in  head.  Pectoral  somewhat 
pointed  toward  tip,  as  long  as  or  only  a little  shorter  than  head,  reaching  beyond  vent  or 
even  to  origin  of  anal.  Ventral  and  caudal  in  head,  the  latter  slightly  concave ; basal 
half  of  spinous  dorsal  with  minute  scales;  whole  of  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  com- 
pletely scaled.  Color  in  life  (Doderlein),  red,  darker  on  the  back;  5 blackish  cross 
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bands  running  upon  dorsal  fin  and  ending  below  (except  second  and  third)  at  lateral  line ; 
last  2 bands  short,  rounded;  the  longest  2,  middle  bands  sometimes  interrupted,  each 
sometimes  forming  2 spots.  Length  6Hnches.  Japan;  hTiphon,  Tokio;  apparently  in  deep 
water.  (Steindachner  & Ddderlein.)  Erroneously  identified  with  -S',  inermis,  Cuvier  & 
Valenciennes,  by  Hilgendorf  and  Doderlein. 

Sebastes  joyneri,  Gunthee,  Ann.  and  Mag.  Xat.  Hist.,  l,  1878,  485,  Niphon;  Challenger 
Eeport,  Shore  Fishes,  64,  pi.  29,  fig.  A,  1880. 

Sebastes  mermis,  Hilgendorf,  S.  B.  Gesell.  naturf.  Freunde,  Berlin,  172,  with  plate,  1880; 
Steindachner  & Doderlein,  Denksch.  Akad.  Wiss.  VTien,  206, 1884. 

d.  SEBASTODES  ELEGAXS  (Steindachner  & Doderlein). 

Head  and  depth  2|.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  6;  scales  35  (pores).  Xasal,  postocular,  tym- 
panic, and  occipital  spines  present,  but  little  developed.  Orbit  3|  in  head,  and  attains  £ 
of  snout,  § of  interorbital  space.  Maxillary  reaching  posterior  rim  of  orbit.  Teeth  in 
rather  narrow  bands.  Inferior  border  of  preorbital  slightly  sinuate.  Maxillary,  man- 
dible, and  preorbital  naked.  Pores  on  lower  jaw  plain.  Fourth  to  seventh  dorsal  spines 
longest;  second  anal  spine  a little  stronger  and  lower  than  third;  all  the  pectoral  rays 
are  simple  (said  by  Steindachner  to  be  only  a peculiarity  of  young  individuals) ; caudal 
truncate.  The  following  measurements  are  taken  with  the  head  as  standard:  Width  of 
head  2^;  fourth  dorsal  spine  4^,  penultimate  4^,  the  last  3^;  dorsal  rays  2^;  pectoral  1^; 
ventrals  1| ; base  of  pectoral  3£ ; ventrals  reaching  to  vent,  the  pectorals  beyond.  Color 
light ; body  with  5 dark  brown,  more  or  less  interrupted  cross  bands ; similar  spots  cov- 
ering fins  and  under  side  of  head  and  body;  head  dark  above  and  with  several  dark- 
brown  bands  radiating  from  eye.  A single  indiAudual.  Tagawa.  Length  2|  inches. 
(Steindachner  <fc  Ddderlein.) 

Sebastes  elegans,  Steindachner  & Doderlein,  Denkschr.  Akad.  Wiss.  Wien,  205, 1884, 
Tagawa. 

e.  SEBASTODES  STE1XDACH>’ERI  (Hilgendorf). 

(Aka  SOI;  Tanagi  no  mai.) 

Head3J.  D.  XIII,  15;  A.  Ill,  7;  P.  18(f);  lateral  line  30  (pores).  Spines  not  prominent. 
Xasal  quite  strong ; preocular,  supraocular,  and  tympanic  rudimentary.  Preorbital  with  2 
blunt  spines  or  lobes.  Scales  moderate;  mandible  and  preorbital  naked;  pectoral  scaly, 
rough.  Orbit  (longitudinal  diameter)  3|  in  head  (|  in  snout).  Interorbital  space  1£  in 
orbit  (vertical  diameter),  4 in  head  (probably  convex).  Maxillary  reaching  beyond  middle 
of  eye.  First  dorsal  spine  2|,  penultimate  2f  to  3|,  last  2|  to  3 in  head.  Second  anal  spine 
longest,  2|  in  head ; third  2£  to  2§  in  head.  Eed ; a dark  spot  on  upper  part  of  opercle.  Dis- 
tinguished by  the  long  penultimate  dorsal  spine.  Length  11  inches.  Yezo.  (Hilgendorf. 
Description  from  dry  specimens.) 

Sebastes  steindachneri,  Hilgendorf,  S.  B.  Gesell.  naturf.  Freunde,  Berlin,  172,  with  plate, 
1880,  Yezo. 

/.  SEBASTODES  OBLOAGUS  (Gunther). 

HeadSf;  depth  3|.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  5;  lateral  line  about  65.  Scales  rather  irregu- 
lar, much  smaller  above  than  below  lateral  line.  ' Head  scaly  above  as  far  forward  as  nos- 
trils; very  minute  scales  on  preorbital.  Snout  pointed,  longer  than  eye.  Interorbital 
space  fiat,  equal  to  eye,  6 in  head.  Xone  of  spines  on  upper  side  of  head  projecting,  those 
on  preopercle  obtuse.  Teeth  in  broad  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Maxillary 
reaching  posterior  margin  of  eye.  Dorsal  spines  strong,  fourth  to  seventh  longest,  2^  in 
head;  anal  spines  stronger,  much  shorter  than  longest  dorsal.  Brownish,  marbled  with 
darker;  lower  parts  and  all  fins  with  brown  spots;  an  oblique  brown  streak  from  preor- 
bital toward  angle  of  preopercle.  Inland  sea,  Japan ; market  of  Yokohama.  (Giinther. ) 
Sebastes  oblongiis,  Gunther.  Challenger  Eeport  Shore  Fishes,  64,  pi.  28,  1880,  Inland  sea, 
Japan,  Yokohama;  HILGENDORF,  S.  B.  Gesell.  naturf.  Freunde,  Berlin,  171,  with  plate, 
1880. 
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g.  SEBASTODES  MITZUKUKII,  Cramer  new  species. 

Head  2J;  depth  3^.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  7;  lateral  line  42  (pores).  Xasal,  poatocular, 
tympanic,  and  parietal  spine  present,  all  rudimentary.  Orbit  equaling  interorbital  space, 
5h  in  head,  in  snout.  Maxillary  reaching  beyond  posterior  rim  of  orbit.  Teeth  on  jaws 
in  broad  bands.  Inferior  border  of  preorbiial  very  slightly  lobed.  Lower  preopercular 
spines  nearly  obsolete.  Head  scaly;  maxillary  and  mandible  naked.  Pores  on  lower  jaw 
but  little  developed.  Fourth  to  seventh  dorsal  spines  longest;  second  anal  spine  longer 
and  stronger  than  third-  pectoral  rounded;  caudal  slightly  concave.  The  following 
measurements  are  taken  with  the  head  as  standard;  "Width  of  head  2^;  fourth  dorsal 
spine  24;  penultimate  5;  last  dorsal  spine  44;  second  anal  spine  3,  third 3|:  dorsalrays  2^: 
pectoral  I4 ; ventrals  If ; base  of  pectoral  44 ; ventrals  reaching  to  vent,  pectorals  beyond. 
Body  dark  broAvn;  5 dark  bauds  radiating  backward  from  eye;  lower  part  of  head 
pale  with  brown  spots.  Single  individual.  Tokio.  Length  12^  inches.  (Steindachner  <fe 
Dbderlein.)  Steindachner  has  called  this  a doubtful  variety  of  S oblongus,  Giinther;  but 
it  seems  to  be  distinct.  The  difficulty  of  comparison  is  increased  by  discrepancies 
between  Gunther’s  description  and  figure. 

iSebastei  oblongus  (Var?),  STELXDACH^’ER  & Dodeelein,  Denkschr.  Akad.  "Wiss.  "Wien,  204, 
1884,  Tokio. 


h.  SEBASTODE.S  TACZAXOWSKII  (Steindachner). 

Head  3 ; depth  a little  more  than  3 . D.  XIII  or  XI V,  13  or  14 ; A.  Ill,  7 ; P.  16 ; lateral  line 
46  (pores).  Head  as  in  S inermis,  Cuvier  & Y alenciennes.  Supraocular  region  and  occiput 
without  externally  visible  spines  or  ridges.  Nasal  and  preocular  spines  present,  weak. 
Spinous  dorsal  low,  with  evenly  curved  margin;  sixth  dorsal  spine  highest,  equal  to  dis- 
tance from  posterior  margin  of  orbit  to  tip  of  upper  opercular  spine.  Basal  third  of 
spinous  dorsal  and  more  than  basal  half  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal  scaled.  Pectoral  3f  in 
body.  Orbit  34 ; interorbital  space  5 ; snout  (to  tip  of  slightly  projecting  chin)  3^;  great- 
est width  of  head  24  in  head.  Teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines,  small,  sharp.  Trun- 
cate end  of  maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  posterior  rim  of  orbit.  Preopercle  with  5 spines, 
second  and  third  longest,  nearly  equal,  the  points  directed  upward  and  backward,  the 
lowest  very  short ; angle  of  preopercle  rounded ; opercle  with  2 sharp  spines,  the  upper 
longer.  Anterior  dorsal  rays  highest,  little  longer  than  longest  spine;  caudal  nearly 
truncate,  almost  entirely  scaled,  second  anal  spine  longer  and  stronger  than  third, 
slightly  curved,  a little  shorter  than  caudal;  first  ventral  ray  longest,  § of  head,  the 
spine  as  long  as  highest  dorsal  spine.  Brownish  violet,  gradually  paler  toward  belly; 
without  or  with  indistinct  patches  of  darker  shades  on  body  and  longitudinal  bands 
behind  eye;  fins  blackish;  caudal  white  edged.  Length  6 inches.  Northern  Japan. 
(Steindachner.) 

Dr.  Jordan  and  Dr.  Gilbert  have  the  following  notes  on  a specimen  16  cm.  long,  from 
Shana  Bay,  Iturup  Island  (one  of  the  Kurils).  The  specimen  agrees  well  with  Stein- 
dachner’s  description  of  the  types,  which  came  from  northern  Japan: 

Color  warm  brown  above  and  on  sides,  paler  brown  below;  obscure  shadings  of  darker 
brown  on  upper  part  of  sides,  many  scales  with  basal  or  central  area  darker;  opercles 
with  a dusky  shade-,  no  dark  streaks  on  head;  fins  brown,  all  except  the  pectorals  and 
caudal  becoming  distinctly  black  on  distal  portion;  lining  of  buccal  and  gill  caAuties 
white,  but  with  a narrow  dark  streak  along  each  side  of  floor  of  mouth  anteriorly ; peri- 
toneum brownish  black,  uniformly  and  densely  pigmented.  Crown  and  occiput  evenly 
convex,  without  spines  or  ridges.  Nasal  spines  low  and  strong.  A rather  wide,  low  pre- 
ocular ridge,  ending  in  a strong  depressed  spine;  supraocular  ridge  nearly  obsolete, 
without  spine,  its  posterior  portion  evenly  scaled  over.  Preorbital  sinuate  anteriorly, 
without  spines;  preopercular  spines  short  and  strong  flattened,  the  second  and  third 
the  largest,  directed  backward,  the  fifth  represented  by  a slightly  projecting  lobe;  oper- 
cular spines  similar  to  those  on  preopercle,  the  lower  the  largest.  Gill  rakers  long  and 
slender,  lO-j-27,  the  longest  half  the  orbital  diameter.  Head  34  in  length;  depth  2j%. 
Least  depth  caudal  peduncle  34  in  head.  Eye  34  in  head;  iuterorbital  space  44 ; snout  4; 
maxillary  2.  D.  XII,  1, 14;  A,  III,  7.  Pectorals  with  16  rays,  of  which  the  lower  7 are 
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simple.  Forty-five  pores  in  tlie  lateral  line.  Spinous  dorsal  low,  with  evenly  rounded 
contour,  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  spines  equal,  twice  the  twelfth,  2^  in  head.  Longest 
soft  ray  of  dorsal  in  head.  Second  anal  spine  longer  and  much  stronger  than  third,  2 
in  head.  Caudal  slightly  emarginate.  Pectorals  reaching  beyond  vent,  3f  in  length. 
Yentrals  slightly  overlapping  the  vent,  equaling  distance  from  tiji  of  snout  to  upper  end 
of  preopercle.  Scales  strongly  ctenoid,  except  on  cheeks,  breast,  and  fins.  Top  of  head 
scaled  forward  to  nasal  spines.  Cheeks,  opercles,  and  preorbitals  wholly  invested,  except 
the  anterior  extremity  of  the  latter.  Maxillary  and  mandible  with  partially  embedded 
cj’^cloid  scales.  Branchiostegal  rays  naked,  or  partially  invested.  Scales  on  breast  and 
prepectoral  area  excessively  small.  Many  small  accessory  scales  on  back  and  sides. 
Basal  ^ to  I of  vertical  fins  densely  scaled  Series  of  fine  scales  follow  pectoral  and  ven- 
tral rays  nearly  to  their  tips. 

Scbastes  taczanowskii,  Steindachner,  Sitzb.  Akad.  Wiss.  Wien,  256,  pi.  2,  fig.  1 (dorsal 
XIY,  13),  1880,  Bays  of  the  Gulf  of  Stuietok,  Sea  of  Japan 

II.  Species  allied  to  Sebastodes  eosaceus,  from  South  America  and  the  Cape  Seas. 

i.  SEBASTODES  OCULATUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Cabrilla.) 

Body  thickset,  its  depth  4 in  total  length.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  P.  18.  Nasal,  preocular, 
supraocular,  postocular,  tjunpanic  and  parietal  spines  present,  quite  strong.  Opercle, 
suprascapular  and  scapula  with  smaller  spines.  Notchings  of  the  preopercle  distinct  and 
as  strong  as  the  spines.  Dorsal  spines  slender,  anal  spines  longer  and  stronger.  Caudal 
truncate.  Color  (m.,  Gray’s  figure)  reddish  brown  on  back,  silvery  rose  below;  4 brilliant 
rosy  spots  on  the  brown  of  back  at  base  of  dorsal,  the  first  under  fourth  spine,  second  under 
ninth  spine,  the  third  under  origin,  and  the  fourth  under  end  of  soft  dorsal;  there  is  a 
fifth  spot  on  the  side  at  the  height  of  the  shoulder  and  between  the  first  2 spots;  fins 
brown  (more  or  less  deep!  and  bordered  with  bright  rose.  Description  based  on  an  indi- 
vidual 4^  inches,  the  figure  on  one  8 inches  long.  On  rocky  bottoms  in  deep  water,  Val- 
paraiso, Coast  of  Chile.  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes.) 

Scbastes  oculata,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ix,  466,  1833,  Valparaiso; 
Gunther,  Cat.  Fishes,  105,  1860  (in  part). 

j.  SEBASTODES  DARIVINI  (Cramer). 

Closely  allied  to  Sebastodes  rosaceus.  Spines  similar  in  number  and  position,  but  a trifle 
higher;  upper  spines  on  jireopercle  longest.  Gill  rakers  slender,  x + 18,  nearly  as  long  as 
pupil.  Jaws  subequal.  Pectoral  short  1^  in  head,  the  lower  rays  thickened.  Second 
anal  spine  long,  curved.  Anal  III,  6.  Compared  with  a specimen  of  S..  rosaceus  of  the 
same  size,  the  snout  is  blunter  in  S.  darivini,  the  cranial  ridges  are  a shade  higher;  the 
pectoral  is  shorter,  reaching  onlj'  to  vent,  while  in  S.  rosaceus  it  reaches  to  second  anal 
spine;  the  second  anal  spine  is  much  longer  than  third  (subequal  in  S.  rosaceus)-,  the 
dorsal  spines  are  lower,  3 in  head  (2f  in  S.  rosaceus).  Scales  similar.  Mexillones,  Peru 
Here  described  from  the  MS.  notes  of  Dr.  Jordan  on  the  type  in  Mus.  of  Comp.  Zool., 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Jenyns  described  a specimen  from  Valparaiso  as  S.oculatus  of  Cuvier  & Valenciennes, 
but  pointed  out  distinctions  between  the  two,  which  with  later  knowledge  of  related 
species,  prove  beyond  a doubt  that  it  is  distinct;  it  is  probably  identical  with  S.  darwini 
from  Peru.  He  also  mentioned  the  figure  of  another  species  from  Valparaiso,  very  dis- 
tinct from  the  others  in  having  the  spines  of  the  head  less  developed.  About  50  species 
of  the  genus  have  been  described  from  the  north  temperate  waters  of  the  Pacific  coast  of 
America,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  species  of  this  genus  will  be  found  numerous 
in  the  temperate  waters  of  the  South  American  coast. 

? Sebastes  oculata,  Jenyns,  Voyage  H.  M.  S.  Beagle,  Zool.,  Fish.,  No.  ii,  part  4,  37,  1840, 
Valparaiso.  (Coll.  Darwin.) 

Sebastes  darwini,  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  Mexillones,  Peru. 
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A-.  SEIUSTODES  CAPEN'SIS  (Gmelin). 

Head  3;  depth  3^  in  total  length.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  lateral  line  70;  pyloric  cseca 
11.  Upper  surface  of  head  rather  flat,  with  low  ridges  and  some  depressed  spines  behind 
orbit.  Interorbital  width  6 in  head.  Maxillary  reaching  beyond  middle  of  eye.  Third 
to  seventh  dorsal  spines  nearly  equal,  3 in  head;  second  anal  spine  longest.  Keddish. 
Cape  Seas.  (Gunther.) 

Steindachner  has  compared^',  oculatus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  with  specimens  of  S. 
capensis  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  found  no  difterence  whatever  between  them, 
and  considers  them  identical.  The  early  history  of  the  group  is  full  of  identifications  of 
ditterent  species  whose  distinctness  is  now  established  beyond  a doubt,  and  it  is  desirable 
that  extensive  comparisons  be  made  between  these  two  species  before  they  are  merged. 
There  are  some  striking  discrepancies  in  the  various  descriptions  and  figures  of  S.  capen. 
sis,  and  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  a close  study  should  reveal  several  well-marked 
species  at  the  Cape  itself. 

Perea  dorso  monopterygio,  Gkonow,  Zoophylaceum,  No.  293, 88, 1763. 

Scorpeena  capensis,  Gmelin,  Syst.  Nat.,  in,  1219, 1788,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Scorpeena  africana,  LACEPkoE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  in,  266. 1802,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Seoastes  capensis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  341,  1829;  Quoy  & Gai- 
MARD,  Astrol.,  Vol.  Ill,  Poiss.,  690,  pi.  11,  fig.  3,  1834;  Smith,  Illustr.  S.  Afr.  Pisces,  pi. 
22,  fig.  1, 1845 ; GuNTHER,  Cat.,  Fish.,  il,  96, 1860. 

Perea  afra,  Geonow,  Cat.  Fish.,  Ed.  Gray,  113, 1854,  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

III.  Allied  to  Sebastodes  aleutianus,  is  the  Japanese  Species. 

1.  SEBASTODES  MATSEBAB-E  (Hilgendorf). 

(Aka  uwo.) 

Head  2|.  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  6;  P.20  (^g);  lateral  line  about  36.  Preocular,  supra- 
ocular, postocular,  tympanic,  coronal,  parietal,  and  nuchal  spines  present;  preoculars 
largo,  the  parietal  and  nuchal  spines  close  together  at  the  end  of  a sharp-edged  parietal 
ridge.  A pair  of  weak  ridges  on  interorbital  Space,  between  them  a median  groove.  Pre- 
orbital with  3 spines,  the  first  blunt,  rounded,  the  second  and  third  successively  more 
pointed,  the  last  directed  nearly  downward.  Scales  moderate;  head  nearly  completely 
scaled ; pectoral  fin  scalj-.  Horizontal  diameter  of  eye  2f  in  head,  | in  length  of  snout. 
Interorbital  space  li  in  vertical  diameter  of  eye,  4 in  head.  Maxillary  reaching  beyond 
middle  of  eye.  Longest  spine  of  first  dorsal  2^  in  head,  the  last  but  one,  4,  and  the  last 
spine,  34  in  the  head;  second  and  third  anal  spines  equal  in  length,  2^  in  head.  Ej-e 
large.  Color  red.  (Hilgendorf.)  The  type  on  which  this  desci’ipti on  is  based  came  from 
the  Island  of  Houto.  Another  larger  specimen  from  farther  south  (Tezo)  differed  from 
the  above  in  the  following  characters:  Anterior  spine  of  the  preorbital  not  developed, 
and  the  third  spine  double.  D.  XIII,  14;  A.  Ill,  8;  P.18  (^g®-).  Lateral  line  32  to  36. 
Scales  larger,  those  on  pectoral  fins  prickly.  Head  3 ; horizontal  diameter  of  eye  3^  in 
head,  | in  length  of  snout.  Interorbital  space  IJ  in  vertical  diameter  of  eye.  Maxillary 
eaching  middle  of  eye.  Last  dorsal  spine  but  one,  5^,  and  the  last  one,  3f  in  head ; secoudr 
and  third  anal  spines  3 in  head.  The  local  name  of  this  form  is  aka  uwo.  Honto,  Yezo, 
Japan.  The  specimens  from  the  Aleutian  Islands,  in  Pallas’s  collection  (No.  8145,  Mus. 
Berlin)  referred  by  I)r.  Hilgendorf  to  S.  matsubarce,  is  our  Sebastodes  aleutianus,  an  allied 
species  with  smaller  scales  and  lower  spines.  (Named  for  Matsubara,  a Japanese  nat- 
uralist.) 

Sebastes  matsubarce,  Hilgendorf,  Sitzb.  Gesell.  naturf.  Freunde  1880,  170,  Honto,  No. 
11280,  Mus.  Ber, ; Yezo,  No.  11279,  Mus.  Ber. 

' IV.  Species  allied  to  Sebastodes  nebulosus,  from  Japan. 
m.  SEBASTODES  VITOSUS  (Hilgendorf). 

(KOGUMESO  or  KeSHIMUYO;  GOMA  SOI.) 

Head  and  depth  2§  (about  3^  in  total  length).  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  6;  P.  lateral  line 
70,  pores  36  to  39.  Nasal,  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present. 
3030 38 
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T7pper  profile  slightly  convex  to  beginning  of  dorsal,  slightly  depressed  behind  eye. 
Eye  and  snout  4*,  interorhital  space  5^  in  head.  Maxillary  reaching  to  posterior  rim  of 
orbit,  in  older  individuals  somewhat  farther.  Inferior  border  of  preorbital  with  3 more  or 
less  rounded  lobes,  the  last  with  a short  blunt  spine.  loterorbital  space  between  the  ele- 
vated supraocular  ridges  weakly  couA-ex.  Head  entirely  scaled,  except  jaws,  snout  (in 
front  of  nostrils),  preorbital,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  interopercle ; scales  of  head  small, 
firm,  rough,  with  accessory  scales  like  those  on  body.  Preopercular  spines  5,  short,  broad, 
blunt.  Spinous  dorsal  uniformly  rounded  ; fifth  and  sixth  spines  longest,  in  young,  2,  in 
adults  nearly,  2^  in  head.  Second  anal  spine  much  stronger,  but  little  longer  than  third, 
2^  to  2|  in  head.  Pectoral  about  f in  head ; A’entral  more  than  in  head ; caudal  equalling 
ventral,  slightly  convex;  36  to  39  pores  on  body,  2 to  3 on  base  of  tail.  Blackish  hroAvn, 
Avith  innumerable  small  Avhite  dots  on  body  and  fins.  In  some  individuals  the  uniform 
dark  broAAm  of  body  is  interrupted  by  lighter  shades.  (Steindachner  Sc  Hoderlein.) 
Length  lOJ  inches.  Xot  rare  at  Tokio ; 1 specimen  at  Hakodate. 

Sebastes  nivosus,  Steindachxee  & Doderleix,  Denkschr.  Akad.  Wiss.  "Wien.  202,  pi.  7, 

1884,  Tokio;  Hakodate. 

71.  SEBASTODES  SCHLEGELII  (Hilgendorf) . 

(KURO  SOI.) 

Head  2|  to  2|;  depth  less  than  3 (3^  in  total  length).  D.  XIII,  12;  A.  Ill,  7 or  8;  lat- 
eral line  about  66  to  70.  Xasal,  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines 
present ; interorbital  space  probably  concave,  with  interorhital  ridges.  Orbit  4J ; snout 
(to  tip  of  slightly  projecting  chin)  a little  less  than  4;  interorhital  space  4f  to  5 in  head. 
Maxillary  reaching  posterior  margin  of  orbit.  Preorbital  with  2 to  3 sharp  spines  directed 
downAvard  and  backward.  Preopercle  with  5 flat  spines,  the  second  from  above  longest, 
horizontal,  the  fifth  (in  adults)  often  blunt  and  broad.  Interopercle  with  a weak,  sharp 
spine,  beside  it  sometimes  another  on  lower  end  of  subopercle.  Head  scaled ; jaws,  snout, 
and  anterior  part  of  preorbital  scaleless.  Scales  on  interopercle  extremely  small.  Several 
large  pores  on  under  side  of  loAver  jaw.  Sixtli  and  seventh  dorsal  spines  longest,  a little 
more  than  2 in  head.  Second  anal  stronger,  sometimes  a little  shorter,  sometimes  a little 
longer  than  third,  2|  to  3 in  head.  Pectoral  a little  longer  than  ventrals,  about  in  head. 
Caudal  nearly  truncate.  Tip  of  ventrals  reaching,  pectorals  not  quite  reaching  vent. 
Brownish  gray  (in  alcohol),  Avith  lighter  and  darker  shades;  a dark  stripe  on  maxillary, 
and  2 or  3 on  cheek;  opercle  above  and  below  with  washed  out  spot.  (Steindachner  & 
Ddderlein. ) Length  12  to  15  inches.  Quite  common  at  Tokio;  Gulf  of  Strietok,  Sea  of 
Japan;  Yezo,  Yedo,  and  Hakodate. 

Sebastes  schlcgelii,  Hilgendorf,  S.  B.  Gesell.  naturf.  Freunde,  1880.  171,  with  plate,  Japan; 

Steindachner  & Doderlein,  Denkschr.  Akad.  lYiss.  ITien,  1884,  202. 


0.  SEBASTODES  TRIYITTATUS  (Hilgendorf). 

(Shima  SOI.) 

Head  2f  to  3.  D.  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  pectoral  18  (9  or  10  lower  rays  simple);  lateral 
line  36  (tubes).  Cranial  spines  prominent;  nasal,  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and 
parietals  present.  Interorbital  space  1 to  IJ  in  vertical  diameter  of  orbit,  4|  to  5 in  head, 
concave,  with  a pair  of  interorhital  ridges  at  the  sides  of  a median  groove.  Preorbital 
without  iirominent  spines,  Avith  2 hlunt  or  rounded  lobes.  Scales  median;  maxillary, 
mandible,  preorbital,  and  J of  interopercle  naked.  Pectoral  fin  scaly,  tlie  scales  rough. 
Gill  rakers  long.  Orbit  3|  in  head,  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye.  First  dorsal  spine 
1^  to  2|  in  head,  penultimate!  to  4J,  last  3J.  Second  anal  spine  longest,  2^  to  2|  in  head; 
third  2i  to  3 in  head.  Caudal  slightly  convex.  Light  brown ; 3 dark  longitudinal  bands. 
(Hilgendorf.)  Length  23  inches.  Yezo. 

Sebastes  trivittatus,  Hilgendorf,  S.  B.  Gesell.  natiu-f.  Freunde,  Berlin,  171,  with  plate,  172, 
1880,  Yezo,  Japan. 
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p.  SEBASTODES  VULPES  (Steindachner  <fc  Ddderlein) . 

Head  2|to2^;  depth  to  3.  D,  XIII,  13;  A.  Ill,  6;  P.  g;  lateral  line  61  (32  to  36  pores.) 
Nasal,  preocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  and  parietal  spines  present,  quite  strong ; eye  4 
to  4f,  snout  (to  tip  of  symphyseal  knob  of  lower  jaw)  4 to  4|,  interorbital  space  5§  to  5 in 
head.  Maxillary  reaching  posterior  margin  of  orbit;  lower  jaw  projecting,  with  sym- 
physeal knob.  Lower  border  of  broad  preorbital  with  3 blunt  lobes;  preopercle  with  5 
spines,  the  2 lower  broad,  blunt,  the  3 upper  more  slender,  sharp,  the  2 opercular 
spines  strongly  diverging;  upper  end  of  interopercle,  especially  in  older  individuals,  with 
a spine;  lower  end  of  subopercle  with  a weaker  spine  which  sometimes  divides  into 
several.  Snout,  anterior  part  of  preorbital  and  lower  jaw  scaleless;  "a  few  very  small 
scales  on  maxillary"  behind  and  under  i)reorbital;  rest  of  head  thickly  covered  with 
rough  scales.  Several  pores  on  each  side  under  lower  jaw.  Interorbital  space  nearly’  flat, 
with  verj'  weak  interorbital  ridges.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slender.  Upper  profile  rises 
moderately,  slightly  curved  at  the  snout.  Fifth  or  sixth  and  .seventh  dorsal  spines 
longest,  2 to  in  head.  Second  anal  spine  stronger,  but  sometimes  a little  shorter  than 
third,  2J  in  head  in  small  individuals,  nearly  3 in  larger  ones.  Pectoral  equals  head 
without  snout,  reaching  vent  in  adults,  a little  beyond  in  young;  ventral  If  to  IJ  in  head; 
caudal  equaling  ventrals,  slightly  convex.  Scales  moderately  large,  with  some  accessory 
scales.  Body,  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  fins  mingled  reddish  brown  and  whitish;  pec- 
toral and  ventral  grayish;  upper  half  of  head  reddish  brown,  strewn  with  small  dark, 
brown  spots  which  posteriorly  almost  unite  in  wavy  stripes,  or  marked  like  body;  lower 
side  of  head  and  body  whitish  yellow.  Not  rare  in  tish  markets  of  Tokio.  Very  close  to 
S.  schlegelii,  Hilgendorf,  but  easily  distinguished  by  the  absence  of  spine  on  inferior  border 
of  preorbital.  (Steindachner  & Ddderlein.) 

Sebastes  vulpes,  Steindachnek  Sc  Doderlein,  Denkschr.  Akad.  TTissensch.Wieu,  203,  pi.  2, 
1884,  Tokio. 


691.  SEBASTOPSIS,  Gill. 

Sebastopsis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862,  278  (polylcpu). 

This  genus  ditfers  from  Schastodcs  in  the  absence  of  palatine  teeth.  D. 
XIII,  9 or  10;  A.  Ill,  5.  No  dermal  flaps;  cheeks  and  opercles  scaly;  jn-e- 
orbital  with  obtuse  spines  or  none.  The  known  species  are  all  of  very 
small  size  and  are  often  preserved  in  Chinese  insect  boxes.  {Sehasies; 
OTpis,  appearance.) 

2233.  SEBASTOPSIS  XVRIS,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert. 

Head  2^;  depth  3A.  D.  XIII,  10;  A.  HI,  5;  scales  48;  maxillary  1^  in 
head;  eye  pectoral  about  1;  longest  dorsal  spine  2j;  second  anal 
spine  If;  ventrfil  1|;  middle  caudal  ray  about  2 in  head.  Body  moder- 
ately elongate ; head  rather  sharp;  jaws  equal;  interorbital  space  concave; 
top  of  head  scaly  and  without  occipital  depression ; usual  spines  sharp, 
with  a fleshy  flap  nearly  as  long  as  pupil;  spines  above  eye  each  with  a 
similar  fleshy  flap;  preorbital,  supraorbital,  postorbital,  and  tympanic 
spines  present,  each  sharp  and  high;  occipital  and  nuchal  spines  also  well 
developed;  a small  temporal  spine;  a small  spine  under  the  eye  on  the 
sharp  stay;  a spine  at  end  of  stay  in  front  of  the  perpendicular  spines; 
the  last  with  a small  sidne  at  its  base;  2 sharp  spines  below  opercular 
spine.  Cheeks  and  opercles  covered  with  ctenoid  and  imliricated  scales 
without  flaps;  body  scales  ctenoid  and  closely  imbricated,  without  flaps. 
Gill  rakers  very  short  and  slender.  Breast  covered  with  imbricated 
cycloid  scales.  Viliform  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  palatines. 
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Dorsal  thin  and  moderately  deeply  notched;  caudal  rounded;  third  anal 
spine  greater  than  second;  pectoral  with  uiiper  rays  branched;  lower  or 
simple  rays  thickened  and  the  upper  of  them  longer  than  any  of  the 
branched  rays.  Color  light  olive,  irregularly  handed  and  blotched  with 
darker;  flushed  with  cherry  red;  suhopercle  with  large  black  blotch 
somewhat  ocellated;  head  blotched  with  olive  and  paler;  jaws  and  throat 
largely  orange;  dorsal  mottled  with  hlood-red,  orange  and  whitish;  pale 
yellowish  bar  across  soft  dorsal,  then  a blackish  streak;  rest  of  fins  white, 
tipped  with  black ; caudal  largely  bright  scarlet,  black  toAvard  tip ; anal 
largely  scarlet,  mottled  with  black ; pectoral  yellowish,  barred  with  white 
and  black,  lower  part  of  fin  washed  with  scarlet;  ventral  light  yellow, 
Avith  a few  black  spots  on  posterior  half,  and  scarlet  spots  on  anterior 
portion.  The  most  definite  marks  are  a dark  bar  from  soft  dorsal  to  base 
of  anal,  everywhere  washed  with  scarlet,  and  the  black  spot  on  the  suh- 
opercle. Pacific  coast  of  Mexico  and  neighboring  islands;  the  original 
types  from  Cape  San  Lucas,  a few  other  specimens  taken  by  the  Albatross 
oif  Lower  California,  the  above  notes  on  the  color  from  specimens  col- 
lected by  Mr,  McGregor  at  Socorro  Island,  respectwely  3^,  2i,  and  2 
inches  long,  (^vpov,  razor,  from  the  sharp  spines.) 

Sebastopsis  xyris,  Joedan  <fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  ISTat.  Mus.  1882,  369,  Cape  San  Lucas. 

(Type,  ISTo.  30979.  Coll.  John  Xantus.) 


692.  HELICOLENUS,  Goode  & Bean. 

Helicolenus,  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichth.,  248, 1896  (dactylopterus) . 

Body  oblong,  somewhat  compressed;  head  large,  ctenoid  scales  on  its 
tip,  and  on  cheeks  and  opercles ; several  series  of  spinous  ridges  on  head, 
hut  no  occipital  pit;  mouth  large,  with  bands  of  Aulliform  teeth  on  jaws, 
vomer,  and  palatines.  Dorsal  fin  continuous,  not  deeply  notched,  with 
10  stout  spines  and  10  to  12  rays;  anal  with  3 spines  and  6 rays;  pecto- 
ral broad,  fan-shaped,  Avith  rays  arranged  in  3 groups,  the  first  of  2 sim- 
ple rays,  the  second  of  8 or  9 branched  rays,  the  third  of  8 simple  rays, 
sometimes  prolonged,  with  their  tips  tendril-like  and  free  from  membrane 
for  I their  length  or  less;  soft  dorsal  with  tips  free  from  membrane; 
suhorhital  keel  smooth,  or  Avith  a single  anterior  spine  under  eye;  iire- 
orhital  with  spines  small  and  hidden  beneath  the  skin.  Vertehrse  10 -h 
14=24;  no  air  bladder.  Atlantic.  Very  close  to  Scorpoina,  differing  only 
in  the  Sebastes-like  cranium,  the  two  genera  probably  connected  by  inter- 
mediate forms.  strong;  (bXev?/,  elbow,  arm.) 

a.  General  color  bright  red.  dactylopterus,  2234. 

aa.  General  color  clear  scarlet;  preopercular  spines  more  prominent,  parallel. 

madeeensis,  2235. 
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2234.  HELICOLEMS  DACTILOPTERLS * (De  la  Roche). 

(Serean  Imperial;  Eanegal;  Cardonniera ; Scoefanudi  Funal;  Crabra.) 

Head  3j;  depth  2f.  D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  5;  lateral  line  43.  Body  not 
much  elevated,  little  compressed,  the  tail  slender.  Head  large,  little  com- 
pressed; cheeks,  opercles,  and  occipital  region  well  scaled;  no  dermal 
flaps  anywhere ; snborhital  stay  strong.  Mouth  rather  large,  with  teeth 
as  usual  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  lower  jaw  not  projecting;  maxil- 
lai-y  extending  to  beyond  pupil.  Suborbital  with  a narrow  raised  smooth 
ridge,  which  ends  in  a spine  at  the  base  of  the  stay ; preorbital  narrow,  its 
edge  slightly  spinous;  interorbital  space  narrow,  with  2 parallel  raised 
ridges  and  a deep  groove.  Cranial  ridges  short,  sharp,  about  as  in  Sehas- 
todcs  rosaceus;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  occipital, 
and  nuchal  spines  present;  suiirascaiiular  spines  sharp;  no  exoccipitals; 
opercular  spines  moderate;  jireox^ercular  spines  sharji,  the  second  longest. 
Eye  very  large,  3 in  head.  Jaws  naked.  Gill  rakers  rather  long  and  slen- 
der. Pectoral  very  narrow,  the  rays  not  procurrent  below  nor  thickened, 
reaching  anal;  ventrals  small,  reaching  past  vent;  anal  small  and  low,  its 
second  spine  a little  stouter  but  not  longer  than  third;  dorsal  low,  little 
emarginate,  the  spines  slender.  Scales  ctenoid,  regularly  arranged;  no 
accessory  scales.  Color  delicate  scarlet  red,  the  opercle  and  dorsal  fin 
somewhat  mottled  with  brownish.  Deep  water  of  the  Atlantic;  very 
common  in  the  Mediterranean;  occasionally  olf  our  coast,  from  Narragan- 
sett  to  Chesapeake  bays.  Here  described  from  a specimen  taken  off  Chesa- 
peake Bay;  a beautifully  colored  si^ecies.  (Eu.)  (dd^rvAo?,  finger; 
Ttrepov,  fin.) 

Scorpeena  dactyloptera,  De  la  Roche,  Ann.  Mus.,  xiii,  1809,  pi.  22,  fig.  2,  Ivi^a,  Barcelona  ; 

Risso,  Ichtbyol.  de  Xice,  186,  1810;  Gunther,  Challenger  Report,  Yol.  i,  pt.  vi,  6, 1880; 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  679, 1883. 

Sebastes  imperialis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  336, 1829,  Nice. 

Sebastes  dactylopterus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  99, 1860. 

Scbastoplus  dactylopterus,  Goode  <fe  Bean,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  x.  No.  5, 214, 1883. 
nelicolcnus  dactylopterus,  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  249,  pi.  68,  fig.  244, 1896. 

2235.  HELICOLEXUS  MADEREXSIS,  Goode  & Bean. 

(Boca  Negra;  Pai  de  Gato.) 

Head  3;  depth  3^  in  total  length.  D.  XII,  12;  A.  Ill,  5;  P.  19;  scales  of 
lateral  line  29  to  30.  Eye  3 to  3^  in  head,  not  projecting  above  profile. 
Interorbital  space  very  deeply  concave,  strongly  ribbed,  scarcely  A diameter 
of  eye.  Snout  scarcely  equal  to  eye.  Suborbital  stay  not  very  jiromiuent. 


*The  following  points  aro  taken  from  Goode  Sc  Bean’s  description  of  Helicolenus  dac- 
tylopterus: 

“ Back  arcuate;  head  2|;  28  to  30  tubes,  about  50  scales;  dorsal  fin  inserted  above  inner 
upper  angle  of  opercular  flap;  length  of  spinous  portion  considerably  less  than  head; 
third  sinne  longest,  thence  a gradual  decrease  to  eleventh ; height  of  soft  dorsal  consid- 
erably more  than  highest  spine,  the  rays  projecting  far  beyond  the  membrane;  base  of 
pectoral  almost  equal  to  longest  rays,  which  reach  vent;  first  2 ^a3^s  simple,  following 
9 branched,  last  8 .simple,  slender,  with  nearly  4 the  length  of  the  rays  free  from  mem- 
brane; color  of  back  extending  in  transverse  bauds  upon  sides.” 
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scarcely  at  all  or  very  feebly  and  inconspicuously  aculeate,  with  generally 
only  1 slight  spine.  Preorbital  spines  only  small,  obsolete  teeth  on  angles, 
the  anterior  larger;  spines  of  preopercle  large,  equidistant,  nearly  equal, 
second  slightly  the  largest ; parallel,  horizontal,  nearly  straight  or  slightly 
curved  upward;  scapula  and  suprascapula  small,  no  humeral  spine;  nasal, 
preocular,  supraocular,  postocnlar,  tympanic,  parietal,  and  nuchal  spines 
present;  spines  of  head  becoming  more  obsolete  in  full-grown  individuals. 
Lower  jaw  with  sjnnphyseal  knob.  Dorsal  hn  (as  seen  in  figure)  begins 
slightly  behind  upper  anterior  angle  of  opercle,  and  the  roots  of  first  and 
second  spines  seem  close  together;  third  si)ine  highest,  the  following  ones 
slightly  decreasing  to  the  eleventli,  last  soft  ray  forked;  caudal  truncate ; 
second  and  third  anal  spines  about  equal,  origin  of  fin  under  origin  of  soft 
dorsal;  pectorals  reaching  beyond  vent,  rather  abruptly  truncate,  fan- 
shaped,  the  base  about  equal  to  orbit;  first  2 rays  simple,  following  9 
branched,  only  the  tips  free,  the  last  8 simple,  exserted  for  ^ their  length. 
Veutrals  reaching  nearly  to  anal,  inner  ray  not  attached  to  body  by  mem- 
brane. No  laciuiai  on  either  head  or  body,  each  s^iine  of  dorsal  tipped  with 
a short  filament.  Scales  ctenoid;  cheeks,  opercles,  maxilla,  and  breast 
scaly;  snout  and  lower  jaw  naked;  soft  dorsal,  anal,  and  pectoral  scaly  at 
base;  lateral  line  nearly  straight,  29  to  30  scales,  each  with  a little  spine- 
like point  directed  toward  the  tail.  Pale  flesh  color,  with  5 darker  or 
brighter  irregular  broad  scarlet  bauds,  often  mottled  or  suffused  with 
dusky,  disappearing  on  middle  of  sides,  the  first  and  smallest  under  origin, 
the  fourth  under  end  of  dorsal  fin,  the  last  at  base  of  caudal ; all  fins  scar- 
let without  spots  or  bars;  spinous  dorsal  mottled,  its  spines  and  filaments 
tipped  with  white;  soft  dorsal,  ventral,  and  anal  edged  with  white;  head 
bright  scarlet;  opercle  clouded  with  a large  suffused  patch  of  leaden  or 
pale  violet  black;  gill  cavity  deep  mulberry  black;  back  part  of  mouth 
and  tongue  and  gullet  more  or  less  deep  lead  color,  approaching  black; 
front  of  mouth  and  tongue  pale  or  whitish;  iris  golden  or  topaz,  shaded 
with  brown,  pupil  violet  or  opalescent.  (Live  examples  taken  in  August 
most  brilliant  scarlet  imaginable,  with  the  bands  deeper,  but  pure  intense 
scarlet;  eye  singularly  beautiful;  anal  fin  broadly  edged  in  front  with 
white.)  Peritoneum  intense  shining  inky  or  mulberry  black.  Five  to  7 
cmca.  Yertebi  je  10-|-15,  rarely  14,  including  aurostyle.  Length  15  inches ; 
probably  breeding  in  summer.  (Lowe.)  Madeira  Islands,  rare  (Lowe); 
off  eastern  coast  of  United  States,  from  New  York  to  Cape  Hatteras  and 
outward,  and  off  the  coast  of  western  Florida,  in  70  to  373  fathoms.  (Goode 
A Bean.)  Very  closely  related  to  S.  dacUjloptcrus,  with  which  it  has  been 
confounded,  {maderensis,  from  Madeira.) 

Sebastes  imperialis,  Lowe,  Fishes  of  Madeira,  171,  pis.  2i  and  25,  fig.  3, 1843-18G0,  Madeira; 
not  of  Cuvier  .fc  Valenciennes. 

llelicolcnus  maderensis,  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  250,  1896,  Gulf  Stream, 
off  Cape  Charles,  Virginia,  at  Fish  Hawk  Station  897,  lat.  37°  25'  N.,  long.  74°  18' 
W.,  in  157;^  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  26723.) 

Sebastes  dactijlopterus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  99,  I860;  in  part. 
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693.  SCORPiENA  (ArtccU^)  Liuiiaius. 

(Scorpion  Fishes.) 

Scorpema,  Artedi,  Genera,  17,  xx,  47, 1738. 

Scorpeena,  Linnjeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  266, 1758  (porous). 

Neosebastes,  Guichenot,  Mem.  Soc.  Sci.  Nat.  Cherbourg,  XIII,  83, 1868  (panda). 
Parascorpeena,  Bleeker,  Versl.  Ak.  Amst.  (2),  ix,  pt.  3, 296, 1876  (picta). 

Pseudosebastes,  Sauvage,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mas.  (2),  i,  1878,  iii  (bougainvillii) . 

Sebastapistes  (Gill  MS.)  Streets,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  vii,  62, 1877  (strongia). 

Body  oblong,  somewhat  compressed.  Head  large,  not  much  compressed, 
naked  above,  and  more  or  less  uneven  with  spinous  ridges,  often  with  dermal 
Haps.  Mouth  large,  with  bands  of  villiform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  pal- 
atines. Scales  mostly  ctenoid,  of  moderate  size,  often  with  skinny  flaps. 
Dorsal  fin  with  12  stout  spines ; anal  with  3 spines,  the  second  commonly  the 
longest ; pectorals  large,  rounded,  the  base  usually  procurrent ; some  or  all 
of  the  upper  rays  divided,  the  lower  simple;  ventrals  inserted  behind  pecto- 
rals. No  air  bladder.  Vertebrai  10 -(-14  = 24.  Species  numerous  in  the 
tropical  seas;  fishes  of  singular  forms  and  bright  colors;  the  variation  in 
squamation  and  armature  very  great,  but,  as  in  most  similar  cases,  it  is 
not  easy  to  find  definite  characters  for  subdivision.  {dKopTtaiva,  the 
ancient  name  of  Scorpama  scrofa,  from  dnopniof;,  scorpion,  in  allusion  to  the 
dorsal  spines,  which  inflict  a very  painful  sting-like  .wound.  The  modem 
Greek  name  of  SHopytociva  {Scorpevna  scrofa).  According  to  Apostolides, 
dxopTtio^  is  now  the  common  name  oi  Scorpama  porous.  '2nop7tio<;=iiCov- 
pion.  As  name  of  a fish,  Aristotle  1531a,  20,  508&,  17,  593rt  7,  598a  14.  It  has 
many  pyloric  appendages,  l)reeds  (spawns)  twice  a year,  alternates  between 
the  open  sea  and  the  shallow  water  along  the  shore;  the  dHop7ttde<;,  breed 
in  the  open  sea  (ro  rteXapoi).  (Athen.,  vn,  115.  Num.)  “Red  duop- 
7Cio<;.^’  Hicesius  says:  “Of  the  dKopnioi  one  kind  is  pelagic,  the  other, 
littoral ; the  former  is  a fiery  red,  the  latter  blackish.’’  Epicharmus  calls 
the  dKopTtio<i  TtomiXo^,  variegated.  It  is  solitary  and  eats  seaweed.  Aris- 
totle mentions  dHopitloi  and  dHop7tidE<^  in  different  places.  It  is  not  clear 
whether  he  means  the  same  fish  by  these  names.  That  we  have  fixu^uently 
eaten  both  dxdpTtaiva  and  duopnioi  and  that  the  flavors  are  different,  no 
one  is  ignorant.  Archestratus,  in  his  “Golden  Words,”  says:  “Buy  the 
small  dKop7tio<i,  but  beware  of  a big  one.”  (Athen.,  viii,  52.)  The  tawnj’-, 
pelagic  dnopitioL  are  more  nutritious  than  the  large  ones  of  the  shoal 
water  near  shore.)  (Horace  A.  Hoflman.) 

* The  following  European  species  of  Scorpeena  has  been  attributed  to  our  fauna,  prob- 
ably by  error: 

Scorpeena  porous,  Linnaeus.  (Pig-foot;  Scorp6ne) : D.  XIII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5 ; lateral  line  40. 
Body  oblong,  compressed;  back  somewhat  elevated,  highest  at  origin  of  spinous  dorsal; 
suborbital  stay  close  to  eye,  without  any  pit  between  it  and  the  eye;  supraocular  flap 
broad,  a little  lower  than  eye;  no  flaps  on  posterior  edge  of  preopercle,  4 on  occipital 
region,  few  along  lateral  line;  iireocular,  supraocular,  tympanic,  occipital,  exoccipital, 
and  nuchal  spines  present;  a pit  before  occipital  spines;  opercular  and  preopercular  spines 
short;  maxillary  reaching  posterior  margin  of  orbit.  Scales  jiresent  on  postocular  region 
and  upper  part  of  preopercle;  scales  on  body  somewhat  regularly  placed ; breast  naked. 
Fins  high ; pectorals  much  less  procurrent  at  base  than  in  S.  phimieri,  reaching  beyond 
tips  of  ventrals,  which  reach  anal;  spines  slender,  the  second  anal  slender,  little  longer 
than  third.  Gill  rakers  short  and  thick.  Reddish  brown,  much  mottled  above  with 
darker,  and  dotted  with  black;  much  less  variegated  than  in  S.  phimieri;  usually  a black 
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a.  Breast  scaly. 

&.  Occiput  Tvith  a distinct  quadrate  pit. 

c.  Supraocular  tentacle  less  than  twice  diameter  of  orbit. 

d.  Dorsal  rays  XII,  9. 

e.  Top  of  head  scaleless,  3 small  spines  on  suborhital  carina. 

AGASSIZII,  2236. 

ee.  Top  of  head  not  wholly  scaleless,  the  interorhital  space  incompletely 
scaled;  suborhital  carina  with  6 spines.  ceistulata,  2237. 
dd.  Dorsal  rays  XII,  10. 

/.  Anterior  border  of  orbit  with  no  distinct  pit  below  it. 

g.  Suborbital  stay  with  3 distinct  spines;  third  anal  spine 
longer  and  stronger  than  second.  brasiliensis,  2238. 

gg.  Suborbital  stay  without  spines;  cheeks  more  or  less  scaly; 
second  anal  spine  longer  and  stronger  than  third. 

h.  Pectorals  20,  about  7 or  8 branched ; ventrals  reaching 
bej’ond  vent;  flap  above  base  of  pectoral  with  contin- 
uous edge.  HiSTBio,  2239. 

. hh.  Pectorals  19,  about  10  branched;  ventrals  not  reaching 

beyond  vent ; flap  above  base  of  pectoral  much  tat- 
tered. PANNOSA,  2240. 

ff.  Anterior  border  of  eye  with  a distinct  pit  between  it  and  sub- 
orbital stay. 

i.  Lateral  line  with  about  50  scales ; no  dermal  flaps  except  small 

ones  along  lateral  line;  supraorbital  tentacles  small;  axil 
pale,  mostly  unspotted.  guttata,  2241. 

ii.  About  30  scales  on  lateral  line,  most  of  the  scales  with  dermal 
. flaps ; supraorbital  flap  large,  longer  than  eye ; axil  black, 

with  large  white  spots. 

j.  Color  rather  pale  or  reddish;  interorbital  area  narrow; 

occipital  pit  deep.  plumieri,  2242. 

jj.  Color  blackish;  interorbital  space  broader  and  flatter; 
occipital  pit  broader  and  less  deep.  mystes,  2243. 
cc.  Supraocular  tentacle  more  than  twice  diameter  of  eye;  flaps  on  lateral  line 
longer  than  eye;  suborbital  stay  with  a small  spine  near  its  center,  another 
at  its  posterior  end ; axil  gray  with  many  small  white  spots. 

GEAXDICOENIS,  2244. 

bb.  Occiput  with  only  a very  shallow  depression  or  none. 

k.  Pectoral  with  4 or  more  branched  rays. 

I.  Occiput  with  a very  shallow  but  distinct  depression;  suborbtial  stay  evi- 

dent, with  several  small  spines.  russula,  2245. 

II.  Occiput  with  no  depression,  or  only  a slight  crescentic  notch ; suborhital 

stay  very  low,  a minute  spine  at  its  posterior  end.  sonor^,  2246. 

kk.  Pectoral  with  but  2 branched  rays;  no  pit  at  occiput.  inermis,  2247. 

2236.  SCORP.E>’A  AOASSIZII,  Goode  & Bean. 

Head  about  2^;  depth  about  3;  eye  2^  in  bead.  D.  XII,  9:  A.  Ill,  5;  P. 
20;  scales  5-47-11,  28  tubes  in  lateral  line.  Width  of  head  about  ^ its 
length;  interorhital  space  nearly  5 in  head.  Supraocular  ridge  elevated 
above  general  profile,  snout  abruptly  declivous  and  very  short,  less  than 
i length  of  eye.  Maxilla  reaching  posterior  margin  of  orbit,  2 in  head  ; 


blotch  on  posterior  half  of  spinous  dorsal.  Southern  Europe ; a specimen  said  to  have 
been  sent  to  Cuvier  from  New  York  by  Milbert,  a statement  extremely  doubtful. 
Scorpcena porcus,  LlNN.a;us,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  x,  226,  1758,  Mediterranean  and  ocean;  after 
Scorpcena  pinnuUs  at  oculis  et  nares  of  Artedi;  Cuvier  A VALENCIENNES,  Hist.  Nat. 
Poiss.,  IV,  300;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  107. 
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mandible  reaching  beyond  or])it,  about  4 in  length  of  body,  a little  less 
than  2 in  head,  with  prominent  symphyseal  knob.  Nasal  spines  small,  3 
spines  at  top  of  orbit,  1 in  front  and  2 behind;  2 spines  on  each  side  of 
vertex  and  1 on  each  side  of  nape ; a tympanic  and  a humeral  spine ; two 
spines  on  opercle,  5 on  preopercle,  the  first  with  a small  supplementary 
spine  at  its  base,  the  strong  preorbital  spines  overhang  supramaxilla ; 
suborbital  carina  feeble,  with  3 small  spines.  Top  of  head  scaleless; 
sides  of  head  incompletely  scaled.  Cephalic  filaments  all  small,  the  longest 
above  orbit,  about  3 in  eye.  Gill  rakers  6-|-7.  Distance  of  spinous  dor- 
sal from  tip  of  snout  equals  length  of  its  base;  first  dorsal  spine  2 in 
second;  third  to  sixth  about  equal,  2 in  head;  penultimate  spine  1^  in 
last,  which  is  about  equal  to  orbit;  longest  ray  about  2 in  head;  caudal 
very  long,  its  middle  rays  about  3 in  length  of  body;  anal  origin  under 
eleventh  dorsal  spine,  its  base  2|  in  head,  third  spine  very  little  longer 
than  second,  twice  as  long  as  first,  about  equal  to  orbit;  longest  ray 
little  more  than  4 head.  Vent  under  tenth  dorsal  spine.  Pectoral  very 
long,  longer  than  head,  reaching  to  end  of  anal,  the  uppermost  1,  and 
the  lower  10  simple,  the  others  branched;  ventral  reaching  origin  of 
anal,  nearly  f as  long  as  head.  Color  above,  light  orange  yellow,  creamy 
white  below  lateral  line;  fins  all  pale.  Length  3f  inches.  Mid-ocean, 
N.  lat.  23°  13',  W.  Ion.  39°  10',  east  of  Cuba.  (‘^Named  for  Alexander 
Agassiz  in  recognition  of  his  eminent  services  in  deep-sea  explorations.’’) 

Scorpeena  agassizii,  Goode  & Beax,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  247,  fig.  243, 1896,  N.  lat.  23°  13', 
W.  long.  39'^  10',  station  259,  Steamer  Blake.  (Type  in  M.  C.  Z.) 


2237.  SC()RP.E>'A  CRISTULATA,  Goode  Sc  Bean. 

Head  2f,  twice  length  of  upper  jaw;  depth  3;  depth  of  caudal  peduncle 
equal  to  snout;  eye  nearly  3^  in  head,  f length  of  maxilla.  D.  XII,  9;  A. 
Ill,  5;  P.  23;  scales  about  8-60-15;  lateral  line  tubes  about  35.  Inter- 
orbital space  moderately  concave,  4 in  upper  jaw,  about  8 in  head;  mandi- 
ble reaching  to  posterior  margin  of  eye,  slightly  longer  than  postorl)ital 
part  of  head;  teeth  in  villiform  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines,  a 
naked  space  at  symphysis  of  maxillaries.  Anterior  nostril  nearer  eye  than 
tip  of  snout.  A pair  of  spines  on  prcorbital;  6 spines  on  suborbital  carina; 
5 on  border  of  preoperculum,  the  uppermost  largest,  with  a smaller  sup- 
plementary spine  at  its  base;  nasal  spines  developed;  3 supraorbital 
spines  on  each  side  and  3 more  on  each  side  of  the  vertex  and  the  nape; 
a postocular  (?)  spine,  a tympanic  and  2 humerals;  2 thin,  flat  spines  on 
operculum.  Nearly  all  spines  of  head  with  short  filaments  behind  them, 
longest  filaments  above  orbit,  scarcely  of  eye ; anterior  nostril  tubular, 
with  2 dark-colored  filaments.  Gill  rakers  short,  stout,  the  club-shaped 
extremity  armed  Avith  minute  spines;  4 developed,  and  2 rudiments 
above  angle,  8 developed  on  anterior  limb,  besides  5 sessile  rudiments. 
PseudobranchijB  present.  Interorbital  space  incompletely  scaled ; supra- 
maxilla finely  scaled.  Distance  of  spinous  dorsal  from  tip  of  snout  equals 
twice  length  of  upper  jaw,  first  spine  equaling  interorbital  space, 
second  nearly  twice  as  long,  third  about  3 in  head,  penultimate  little 
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more  than  4 length  of  last;  longest  soft  dorsal  ray  4 hase  of  spinous 
dorsal.  Caudal  slightly  rounded,  middle  rays  nearly  4 of  head.  Origin 
of  anal  under  last  dorsal  si^ine.  Anal  spines  stout,  second  and  third 
about  equal,  about  twice  as  long  as  first,  longest  ray  about  3 in  head; 
veutral  slightly  longer  than  maxilla,  not  quite  reaching  vent ; pectoral 
reaching  vent;  1 upper  and  8 or  9 lower  rays  simple,  the  other  13 
divided.  Color  (in  alcohol)  light  orange  yellow,  a faint  dusky  blotch  on 
upper  part  of  opercle;  an  irregular  area  of  dusky  under  second  half  of 
spinous  dorsal  extending  down  to  about  middle  of  body;  another  ill- 
defined  blotch  f length  of  eye  on  basal  half  of  soft  dorsal;  membrane  of 
spinous  dorsal  beginning  behind  fourth  spine  intermingled  with  dusky. 
Length  6 inches.  Only  the  type  known.  Deep  water  off  coast  of  Georgia. 
(Goode  & Beau.)  {cristidatiis,  with  a small  crest  or  tuft.) 

Scor2)ce7ia  cristiilata,  Goode  & Bean,  Oc.  Ichtli.,  246,  fig.  242,  3896,  N.  lat.  300  44',  W.  Ion. 

793  26',  off  Georgia,  in  440  fathoms,  at  Albatross  Station  2415.  (Type,  Xo.  39326.) 
Scorpcena  schinita,  Kohler,  Ann.  Kniv.  Lyons,  xxvi,  474,  524,  pi.  27,  figs.  4 to  6,  1896,  Bay 
of  Biscay,  in  700  fathoms. 


22.3S.  SCORPKAA  BRASILIEXSIS,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes. 

Head  2f;  depth  2f  to  3;  orbit  4 in  head.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5 (5^); 
transverse  rows  of  scales  (oblique)  about  25  to  30,  (vertical)  50  to  60; 
tubes  25  to  30.  Body  short,  compressed,  profile  convex,  depth  of  caudal 
peduncle  a little  less  than  4 in  head.  Head  compressed;  interorbital 
space  narrow,  a little  more  than  4 orbit,  about  7 in  head,  deeply  concat  e, 
deepest  between  preocular  spines,  and  with  2 marked  longitudinal  ridges 
on  frontal  bones,  jiarallel  with  the  supraocular  ridges;  a deej)  pit  at  the 
occiput,  deepest  behind,  its  anterior  side  sloping  back  from  base  of  coro- 
nal (tympanic)  spines,  its  posterior  side  nearly  vertical ; preocular,  supra- 
ocular, postocular,  and  coronal  (tympanic)  spines  moderate,  parietal  and 
nuchal  spines  sharpest,  their  ridges  thin  and  sharp;  exoccipital  spines 
and  ridges  present;  spine  between  orbit  and  occipital  small,  not  bifid. 
Preorbital  very  broad,  with  2 sharp  spines;  no  pit  between  anterior  infe- 
rior border  of  orbit  and  suborbital  stay,  the  latter  low,  with  2 or  3 small 
spines;  uppermost  preopercular  spine  much  the  longest,  a small  spine  at 
its  base,  the  others  very  small  or  almost  obsolete;  opercular  spines  rather 
small,  with  not  very  prominent  ridges;  all  ridges  of  head  less  i^rominent 
than  in  Scorpaena  phunieri.  Jaws  equal,  the  lower  with  a small  symphy- 
seal  knob ; maxillary  reaching  posterior  edge  of  pupil,  about  2^  in  head; 
teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines  in  rather  narrow  bands.  Pseudo- 
branchiiB  reaching  down  nearly  to  ejiibyal  bone ; gill  rakers  short,  com- 
pressed, about  7 on  anterior  limb.  Dorsal  fin  deeply  notched,  membrane 
reaching  halfway  up  the  twelfth  spine;  dorsal  spines  slender,  low,  the 
longest  equal  to  maxillary,  about  2^  in  head;  soft  rays  higher,  about  If 
in  head;  anal  spines  graduated,  the  second  a little  the  thickest,  soft  rays 
If  in  head ; caudal  truncate,  or  very  slightly  rounded ; pectoral  reaching 
beyond  origin  of  anal,  a little  shorter  than  head,  its  base  not  procurrent, 
the  10  lower  rays  slightly  thickened,  exserted  and  simple,  the  upper 
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rays  (except  the  uppermost  one)  "branched;  ventrals  reaching  beyond 
vent,  the  last  soft  ray  attached  to  the  body  for  f of  its  length  by  a rather 
broad  membrane.  Supraocular  flap  long  and  slender,  longer  than  orbit,  a 
little  more  than  3 in  head;  preocular  flap  small;  flaps  at  base  of  spines  of 
preorbital  and  lower  spines  of  preopercle,  small  ones  on  cheeks,  mem- 
brane of  spinous  dorsal,  and  on  many  of  the  scales  of  the  body;  larger 
flaj)s  on  lateral  line  and  along  base  of  dorsal  fin.  Scales  large,  rather 
smooth,  with  membranaceous  edges;  a few  rudimentary  scales  on  front  and 
flap  of  opercle,  on  preopercle  and  lower  x^art  of  cheek ; breast  with  small 
scales.  Color  dusky  olivaceous  or  brownish,  whitish  below;  a few  large 
diffuse  dark  spots  on  sides  above,  nearly  as  large  as  eye;  the  posterior 
part  of  each  scale  darker,  giving  a slight  speckled  ax^pearance;  axil  pale 
with  small  dark  spots,  which  are  also  sparsely  present  along  lower  x^art 
of  sides;  pectorals  mottled,  faintly  banded,  their  lower  part  paler;  spi- 
nous and  soft  dorsal  and  anal  irregularly  marbled;  caudal  with  median  and 
terminal  blackish  bauds;  ventrals  dusky  at  tix^;  sides  of  head  dark,  with 
some  small  darker  spots;  snout,  interorbital  space,  and  tip  of  maxillary 
dark,  faintly  marbled ; under  side  of  head  whitish  or  marbled  with  brown- 
ish; peritoneum  white.  Atlantic  coast,  from  Charleston  to  Rio  Janeiro. 
The  sx^ecimens  on  which  this  description  is  based  are  from  Pensacola, 
Florida,  (brasilicnsis,  from  Brazil.) 

Scorp<yna  brasiliensis,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  .S05,  1829,  Brazil; 

Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  112.  I860;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.,  109, 1885;  Meek  <fc  Xewland,  Proc.  Ac. 

Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1885,  395,  399. 

Scorpeena  stearnsi,  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1882,  421,  Pensacola,  Florida 

(Coll.  Silas  Stearns);  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  614;  Jordan  & 

Gilbert,  Synopsis,  951, 1883. 

2239.  SCOKP.EX.t  HISTRIO,  Jenyns. 

Head  2^  (2^  in  total  length) ; depth  3^  (4  in  total  length) ; width  of  head 
over  preoxiercles  3f ; orbit  high  up,  4^  in  head.  1).  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  P. 
20;  transverse  (oblifxue)  rows  of  scales  25;  tubes  of  lateral  line  23  to  25. 
Body  compressed,  its  width  at  base  of  pectorals  2 in  head ; caudal  peduncle 
short,  its  depth  a little  less  than  orbit.  Head  heavy,  its  depth  and  width 
equal.  luterorbital  space  narrow,  2 in  orbit,  deeply  concave,  the  con- 
cavity with  sloping  edges  and  rounded  bottom,  and  without  prominent 
ridges;  preocular  ridges  very  thick,  prominent,  with  strong,  prominent 
spines;  supraocular  ridges  thin,  high,  with  very  blunt  sxunes;  postocular 
spines  on  rim  of  orbit,  external  and  posterior  to  supraoculars;  another 
small  spine  on  rim  of  orbit  below  and  a little  behind  postocular;  the  bifid 
spine  a little  behind  middle  of  posterior  margin  of  orbit,  and  behind  this 
a small  exoccipital  spine  with  a thin  xiromineiit  ridge;  a pair  of  sharp 
“coroiiaP’  spines,  with  small  x>ifs  in  front  of  them;  thin,  rather  high 
parietal  and  nuchal  ridges,  of  about  equal  length,  with  blunt  sxiines. 
Occiput  with  a pit  of  moderate  dexith,  its  longitudinal  width  in  its 
transverse  width,  continuous  on  each  side,  between  ‘‘coronal”  sxiine  and 
parietal  ridge,  with  a x>it  behind  superior  x^osterior  border  of  orbit,  its 
anterior  side  sloxiing  backward,  its  x>osterior  side  nearlj’-  vertical,  sloping 
slightly  forward  between  anterior  edge  of  x^arietal  ridges.  Nasal  sxiines 
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strong,  nearly  vertical.  Preorbital  very  wide,  without  ]3rominent  ridges, 
its  inferior  border  lobate,  with  2 or  3 small  spines ; no  pit  under  orbit,  but 
a broad  shallow  depression  under  whole  length  of  orbit ; suborbital  ridge 
quite  far  from  eye,  equidistant  from  lower  edge  of  eye  and  upper  edge  of 
maxillary,  its  carina  composed  of  3 or  4 minor  ridges,  each  beginning 
above  the  one  in  front  of  it  and  ending  below  the  one  behind  it;  a single 
small  spine  at  i^osterior  end  of  last  ridge.  Uppermost  preopercular  spine 
longest,  a little  below  the  line  of  suborbital  ridge,  with  a small  spine 
above  its  base  in  line  with  the  ridge;  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  spines 
successively  smaller,  the  fifth  obsolete.  Opercle  with  2 somewhat  diverg- 
ing flat  ridges,  ending  in  strong  spines;  3 thin,  sharp,  plate-like  ridges  on 
shoulder ; first  2 scales  of  lateral  line  with  bony  keels.  Mouth  very  large, 
nearly  horizontal,  wholly  below  inferior  edge  of  orbit;  maxillary  reach- 
ing beyond  posterior  edge  of  orbit,  very  slightly  more  than  2 (2-iio)  in 
head;  jaws  equal,  the  lower  without  prominent  symphyseal  knob;  broad 
bands  of  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Pseudobranchice  large, 
reaching  down  nearly  to  epihyal  bone;  gill  rakers  very  short,  broad,  with 
many  minute  spines,  about  12  in  all,  about  8 developed  and  3 or  4 rudi- 
ments. Scales  moderate,  mostly  cycloid  (or  very  weakly  ctenoid) ; ver- 
tex, interorbital  space,  snout,  cheeks  above  suborbital  ridge,  and  both 
jaws  naked;  smaller,  embedded  scales  behind  orbit,  on  base  and  flap  of 
opercle,  and  below  suborbital  stay;  breast  scaly.  Anterior  nostril  with 
laciniate  flaps.  Supraocular  flaps  minute;  numerous  flaps  on  sides  of 
body  and  preopercle,  preorbital,  and  under  lower  jaw;  a few  minute  ones 
on  sides  of  head.  A very  broad  continuous  flap,  width  about  in  orbit, 
above  base  of  pectoral,  parallel  with  edge  of  opercle.  Origin  of  dorsal 
opposite  upper  angle  of  gill  opening,  not  deeply  notched,  the  spines  only 
moderately  exserted ; third  and  fourth  spines  equal,  longest  twice  as  long 
as  first,  about  2f  in  head,  the  following  spines  gradually  and  slightly 
decreasing  to  the  eleventh,  which  is  a very  little  longer  than  first;  longest 
soft  rays  about  equal  to  longest  spine;  caudal  truncate,  If  in  head; 
second  anal  spine  a little  longer  than  third,  about  2|  in  head;  soft  rays  a 
little  longer  than  second  spine,  reaching  base  of  caudal;  pectoral  3y  in 
length  of  body,  reaching  nearly  to  origin  of  anal,  the  base  procurrent,  its 
width  34  in  head,  the  11  or  12  lower  rays  a little  thickened,  simple,  hardly 
at  all  exserted,  the  next  8 or  9 rays  much  longer,  branched,  the  upper- 
most one  simple;  ventrals  reaching  a little  beyond  vent,  2 in  head. 
Color  in  alcohol : Top  of  head  and  sides  dark  brown  with  a slight  wash  of 
cherry  red,  belly  white;  cheeks  under  eyes  mottled  with  light  and  dark; 
3 to  5 small  dark  bands  or  spots  between  orbit  and  suborbital  stay;  soft 
dorsal  dark;  membrane  of  spinous  dorsal  and  base  of  soft  dorsal  strongly 
washed  with  cherry  red ; a similar  spot  on  ojiercular  flap ; some  of  the 
flaps  of  the  sides  of  same  color,  others  white;  pectorals  with  3 dark 
bars  alternating  with  lighter,  the  axils  cloudy;  caudal  with  2 broad 
dark  bars,  the  lighter  bands  much  mottled  with  white ; posterior  part  of 
sides  with  several  white  spots;  a narrow  black  band  across  top  of 
peduncle  just  in  front  of  caudal;*  peritoneum  white.  Length  9 inches. 

* Jenyns  quotes  Darwin’s  color  notes : “'Whole  body  scarlet  red,  fins  rather  paler,  with 
small  irregularly  shaped  black  spots.’’ 
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Panama  to  Juan  Fernandez.  The  specimen  from  which  this  description 
is  taken  is  from  Charles  Island,  Galapagos  Archipelago;  recorded  from 
Juan  Fernandez,  Galapagos  Archipelago,  Chinchas  Islands,  and  Panama; 
a shore  fish,  (histrio,  a stage  player.) 

Scorpcena  histrio,  Jenyns,  Zool.  Voy.  Beagle,  Fishes,  35,  pi.  8,  1842,  Chatham  Island, 
Galapagos  Archipelago  (Coll.  Darwin) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  il,  115,1860;  Steindachner, 
Ichthyologische  Beitrage,  ii,  8,  1875;  Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1883,  292; 
Meek  & Newland,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1885,  395,  399;  Jordan  & Bollman, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,  182. 

2240.  SCORPFXA  PAXNOSA,  Cramer. 

Head  2|-  (2f  in  total  length) ; depth  3 (3|  in  total  length) ; width  at  base 
of  pectorals  4;  width  of  head  over  preopercles  3|.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5; 
pectorals  19;  transverse  (oblique)  rows  of  scales  25;  lateral  line  (tubes) 
about  25.  Body  compressed.  Caudal  peduncle  short,  its  depth  a very 
little  less  than  orbit.  Depth  and  width  of  head  about  equal.  Orbit  high 
up,  4^  in  head;  interorbital  space  narrow,  2 in  orbit,  deeply  concave, 
without  prominent  ridges;  preocular  ridges  thick  and  prominent,  with 
strong  spines;  supraocular  ridges  thin,  with  blunt  spines;  postocular 
spines  on  rim  of  orbit  rather  sharper;  no  small  spine  on  rim  of  orbit 
behind  and  external  to  the  postocular;  a bifid  spine  behind  middle  of 
posterior  rim  of  orbit,  and  behind  this  a thin  exoccipital  ridge  with  a 
blunt  spine;  a pair  of  sharp,  broadly  triangular  ^^coronaP'  spines  with 
small  pits  between  them  and  the  supraoculars ; thin  parietal  and  nuchal 
ridges  of  about  equal  length,  with  rather  blunt  spines;  occipital  pit  of 
moderate  depth,  its  longitudinal  width  in  the  transverse  width,  its 
anterior  side  sloping  backward,  its  posterior  side  sloping  slightly  back- 
ward, forming  a shallow  pocket  in  posterior  part  of  pit;  the  pit  is  contin- 
uous on  each  side  between  coronal  spine  and  parietal  ridge,  with  a pit 
behind  postero-superior  border  of  orbit;  nasal  spines  sharp,  strong ; pre- 
orbital very  broad,  with  moderate  ridges,  its  inferior  border  lobate,  with 
1 small  spine  directed  forward,  another  downward;  no  pit  under  orbit, 
but  a broad,  shallow  depression  between  orbit  and  suborbital  ridge;  sub- 
orbital ridge  well  separated  from  eye,  equidistant  from  lower  rim  of 
orbit  and  upper  edge  of  maxillary,  and  composed  of  3 or  4 minor  ridges, 
each  beginning  above  the  one  in  front  of  it,  and  ending  under  the  one 
behind  it;  a single  small  spine  at  posterior  end  of  last  ridge;  uppermost 
preopercular  spine  longest,  a little  below  the  line  of  the  suborbital  ridge; 
above  its  base  is  a small  spine  nearly  in  line  with  the  ridge;  second,  third, 
and  fourth  preopercular  spines  successively  smaller,  the  fifth  obsolete; 
opercle  with  2 diverging  flat  ridges  with  strong  spines;  three  thin, 
sharp  ridges  on  shoulder;  first  2 scales  of  lateral  line  with  bony  keels. 
Mouth  large,  nearly  horizontal,  wholly  below  inferior  rim  of  orbit;  max- 
illary reaching  about  to  posterior  margin  of  pupil,  2^  in  head;  jaws  equal, 
the  lower  without  prominent  symphyseal  knob ; broad  bands  of  teeth  on 
jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.'  Psendobranchia)  large,  reaching  down  nearly 
to  epihyal  bone.  Gill  rakers  very  short,  broad,  with  many  minute  spines ; 
about  6 developed,  the  anterior  rudiments  tending  to  form  a continuous 
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spinous  ridge.  Scales  moderate,  mostly  cycloid  (or  very  weakly  ctenoid  ?) ; 
vertex,  interorbital  space,  snout,  both  jaws,  and  cheeks  above  sul)orbital 
staj'^,  naked ; small  embedded  scales  behind  orbits,  on  cheeks  below  sub- 
orbital  stay,  on  l)ase  and  flap  of  opercle;  scales  on  breast  small.  Ante- 
rior nostrils  with  broad,  leaf-like  laciniate  flaps;  preocular  flaps  minute, 
supraocular  flaps  long,  more  than  } orbit,  about  ^ as  broad  as  long; 
numerous  flaps  on  back  and  sides,  on  opercle,  and  edge  of  preopercle 
and  preorbital ; a few  small  ones  on  cheek  and  on  eye  above  pupil ; a 
large,  much-incised  and  divided  flap  above  base  of  pectoral  parallel  with 
edge  of  opercular  flap,  its  length  about  in  orbit.  Origin  of  dorsal 
opposite  upper  angle  of  gill  opening;  dorsal  fin  not  very  deeply  notched, 
the  spines  only  moderately  exserted,  third  and  fourth  spines  equal,  about 
2f  in  head,  the  following  spines  decreasing  to  the  eleventh,  which  is  1^ 
times  as  long  as  the  first;  longest  soft  rays  about  equal  to  longest  spines; 
caudal  truncate  or  verj^  slightly  rounded.  If  in  head;  second  anal  spine 
a little  longer  than  third,  about  in  head;  soft  rays  a little  longer  than 
second  spine,  not  quite  reaching  base  of  caudal;  pectorals  about  3ifj  in 
length  of  body,  reaching  nearly  to  origin  of  anal ; the  base  procurrent, 
its  width  about  in  head;  rays  19,  lower  8 simple,  slightly  exserted  and 
thickened,  the  next  10  branched,  much  longer,  the  uppermost  simple; 
ventrals  reaching  only  to  vent.  General  color  apparently  scarlet;  cheeks 
under  orbits  mottled  with  small,  dark,  mostly  round  spots;  dorsal  and 
pectoral  pale,  with  slight  cloudings  and  small  spots  of  dark;  flaps  of  sides 
pale  or  scarlet,  caudal  with  2 faint  cross  bars  of  dark  spots,  faint  white 
spots  on  the  lighter  bands ; no  trace  of  white  spots  on  posterior  jjart  of 
sides,  and  no  trace  of  dark  band  across  top  of  caudal  peduncle;  axils 
pale,  with  apparently  3 or  4 darker  spots ; a large  dark  spot  on  side  behind 
opercular  flap ; 2 narrow  dark  bands  under  posterior  half  of  spinous  dor- 
sal, reaching  on  to  abdomen,  a broader  one  under  soft  dorsal ; peritoneum 
white. 

This  species  is  very  closely  related  to  Scorpwna  Instrio,  Jenyus,  from  which 
it  difters  in  the  following  points : 


Scorpcena  pannosa. 

Nineteen  pectoral  rays,  the  lower  8 sim- 
ple, the  next  10  branched,  the  uppermost 
simple. 

Occipital  pit  deeper  behind,  its  posterior 
wall  slanting  backward.  Its  longitudinal 
width  If  in  the  transverse  width. 

Maxillary  does  not  reach  posterior  border 
of  orbit,  2^  in  head. 

Ventral  fins  reaching  only  to  vent. 

Soft  r.ays  of  anal  not  quite  reaching  base 
of  caudal. 


Scorpcena  histrio. 

Twenty  pectoral  rays,  the  lower  11  or  12 
simple,  the  next  7 or  8 branched,  the  upper- 
most simple. 

Longitudinal  width  of  occipital  pit  1|  in 
the  transverse  width. 

Maxillary  reaches  beyond  posterior  bor- 
der of  orbit,  very  slightly  more  than  2 (2j^g) 
in  head. 

Ventral  fins  reaching  beyond  vent,  about 
I of  distance  from  vent  to  front  of  anal. 

Soft  rays  of  anal  reaching  base  of  caudal. 
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Scorpcena  pannosa. 

Broad  flap  above  base  of  pectoral  much 
incised  and  tattered. 

Gill  rakers  fewer,  the  rudiments  on  the 
front  part  of  the  anterior  limb  apparently 
forming  a continuous  spinulous  ridge. 

No  Small  spine  on  rim  of  orbit  behind 
postocular  spine. 

No  trace  of  white  spots  on  posterior  parts 
of  sides  or  of  a small  dark  bar  across  back 
of  caudal  peduncle. 

A distinct  large  dark  spot  on  side  behind 
opercular  flap.  Pectorals  and  soft  dorsal 
with  very  little  dark. 

General  color  in  alcohol  faded  scarlet. 

Supraocular  flap  large,  more  than  | orbit. 


Hcorpcena  histrio. 

Broad  flap  above  base  of  pectoral  with  a 
nearly  continuous  head. 


A stuall  spine  on  rim  of  orbit  behind  post- 
ocular spine. 

Several  white  spots  on  posterior  part  of 
sides,  and  a small  dark  bar  across  back  of 
caudal  peduncle. 

No  distinct  dark  spot  on  side  behind  oper- 
cular flap.  Pectorals  and  solt  dorsal  with 
much  dark. 

General  color  in  alcohol  dark  brown  and 
cherry  red. 

Supraocular  flap  small. 


In  his  original  description  of  Scorpama  histrio  from  Galapagos  Islands 
(length  9 inches),  Jenyns  gives  the  following  details;  Maxillary  reaching 
posterior  margin  of  orbit;  small  spine  on  rim  of  orbit  behind  j^ostocular 
spine  present  only  on  left  side  (entirely  absent  in  a smaller  specimen); 
conspicuous  (large)  x)almated  supraocular  flaps;  eleventh  dorsal  spine  a 
little  longer  than  the  first;  20  pectoral  rays,  the  10  lower  simple,  the  next 
9 branched,  the  uppermost  one  simxtle.  His  2 specimens  exactly  agree 
in  number  of  fin  rays.  The  jilate  accompanying  his  description  (both 
description  and  plate  b;ised  on  same  specimen)  gives  the  12  lower  pectoral 
rays  simple. 

Unfortunately,  we  have  only  1 specimen  of  Scorpcena  histrio  from  Galapa- 
gos Islands  and  1 of  S.  pannosa  from  Panama  for  comparison.  It  would 
be  very  desirable  to  have  a series  for  comi)arisou  in  order  to  determine 
the  amount  of  variation  in  the  color  and  in  the  other  points  in  which  the  2 
species  differ  from  each  other.  (Cramer.)  Panama;  only  the  type  (7^ 
inches  long)  known,  {pannosus,  tattered;  referring  to  the  shoulder  flai).) 

iscorpcena  pannosa,  Cramer,  iu  Gu.bert,  Proc.  XT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896,  446,  pi.  42,  Panama. 

(Type,  No.  47573,  U.  S.  Nat,  Mus.  Coll.  Albatross.) 


•2241.  SCORPJIXA  GUTTATA,  Girard. 

(SCORPENE;  SCORPION;  SCULPIN.) 

Head  2f  to  2f ; depth  3 to  3J.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  lateral  line  30 
(tubes),  50  to  60  scales.  Body  robust,  little  compressed;  interorbital 
space  not  very  deeply  concave;  a pit  at  the  vertex  in  front  of  occipital 
ridges,  much  broader  than  long,  narrowest  at  the  middle  line,  its  anterior 
edge  running  outward  and  forward  on  each  side  to  base  of  tympanic 
spine.  Mouth  very  broad,  little  oblique,  lower  jaw  included;  maxillary 
very  broad  posteriorly,  21  in  head,  reaching  x^osterior  margin  of  orbit. 
Gill  rakers  very  short,  broad,  compressed.  Cranial  spines  bluntish, 
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high;  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  parietal,  nuchal,  and 
occipital  spines  present,  besides  a bifid  spine  between  the  exoccipital  and 
orbit ; upper  preopercular  spiue  much  the  longest ; opercular  spines  not 
large ; suprascapular  spines  3,  knife-like ; the  preorbital  with  3 or  4 mod- 
erate ridges  diverging  forward  and  ending  in  spines ; a small  distinct  pit 
between  lower  anterior  margin  of  orbit  and  suborbital  stay,  the  latter 
moderately  carinate,  with  sometimes  2 or  3 bluntish  spines.  Head  naked; 
breast  and  regions  before  pectorals  covered  with  small  embedded  scales 
(with  exception  of  opercular  flap) ; anterior  margin  of  preorbitals,  margin 
of  preopercle,  and  nostrils  with  skinny  flaps;  a rather  small  flap  behind 
preocular  spine,  a larger  one  between  supra  and  post  ocular  spines,  a 
little  more  than  2 in  orbit,  besides  several  smaller  ones  on  various  parts 
of  the  head.  Scales  small,  nowhere  distinctly  ctenoid ; nearly  every  scale 
on  the  upper  parts  of  body  with  a small  membranaceous  flap,  the  flaps 
larger  along  lateral  line.  Dorsal  spines  high,  higher  than  the  soft  rays,  the 
longest  2^  in  head ; second  anal  spine  longest  and  much  the  strongest,  3 
in  head;  pectoral  very  broad,  short,  and  rounded,  its  lower  rays  procur- 
rent, its  tip  reaching  beyond  the  ventrals  to  vent,  its  base  more  than  ^ in 
head,  its  length  3^  in  body,  the  10  lower  rays  simple,  thickened,  the  rest 
(except  the  uppermost  one)  branched;  caudal  rounded.  Brown,  irregu- 
larly mottled  and  blotched  with  rosy  purplish  and  pale  olive;  opercles 
and  cheeks,  a bar  behind  eye,  and  5 or  6 large  blotches  at  base  of  dorsal, 
purplish;  head,  back,  and  sides  with  many  small  round  dark-olive  spots; 
belly  unspotted ; thoracic  region  pink ; spinous  dorsal  blackish,  its  middle 
X>art  with  many  roundish  pale  spots,  forming  a continuous  stripe,  besides 
smaller  black  spots ; caudal  and  pectoral  with  vertical  bars  of  dark  and 
pale  sx)ots;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  spotted;  ventrals  pinkish,  little  spotted; 
jaws  and  branchiostegals  yellowish,  more  or  less  mottled;  axil  pale,  with 
round  dark  spots;  peritoneum  white.  Length  12  inches.  Pacific  coast 
of  America,  from  Monterey  to  Ascension  Island,  on  the  west  coast  of  Lower 
California;  very  abundant  about  San  Diego;  a good  food-fish.  Here  de- 
scribed from  San  Diego  specimens,  (guttatus,  speckled.) 

Scorpcena  guttata,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1854,  145,  Monterey  (Coll.  Lieut. 

Trowbridge) ; Girard,  TJ.  S.  Pac.  E.  E.  Surv.,  x.  Fishes,  77,  pi.  17,  figs.  1 to  4,  1858;  Jor- 
dan & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  679,  1883;  Meek  & Newland,  Proc.  Ac.  Hat.  Sci.  Phila. 

1885,  396,  399. 

Sebastapistes  guttatus,  Streets,  BuU.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  vii,  62, 1877. 

2242.  SCORPIEXA  PLUIIIERI,  Bloch. 

(Eascacio.) 

Head  2^  in  length;  depth  3.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  lateral  line  40  (rows 
of  scales)  about  25  pores.  Body  short  and  thick.  Head  irregular  in 
form,  with  numerous  grooves  and  pits,  and  many  fleshy  flaps ; a large  deep 
pit  below  the  eye,  between  it  and  the  front  of  suborbital  stay ; sujiraocu- 
lar  flap  at  least  as  high  as  eye ; large  flaps  on  jireorbital  and  edge  of  pre- 
opercle, preocular,  supraocular,  xmstocular,  coronal  (tympanic  f),  parietal, 
nuchal,  and  exoccipital  spines  present;  a deep  pit  behind  coronal  sxiines, 
as  long  as  broad;  preopercular  and  opercular  spines  moderate,  bluntish. 
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suborbital  stay  proiniuent,  with  3 or  4 sharp  spines ; a few  scales  on  pre- 
opercle  and  opercular  llap;  head  otherwise  naked;  maxillary  reaching  to 
behind  eye,  not  quite  ^ head;  lower  jaw  included;  breast  covered  with 
small  embedded  scales;  scales  of  body  large,  not  ctenoid,  firm,  many  of 
them  with  membranaceous  flaps;  lateral  line  with  a series  of  fleshy  flaps. 
Dorsal  low,  the  highest  spine  2f  in  head,  somewhat  lower  than  the  soft 
rays;  pectorals  very  broad,  procurrent,  reaching  about  to  front  of  anal 
fin ; second  anal  spine  very  robust,  2|  in  head,  much  larger  than  third ; 
the  ridges,  spines,  and  grooves  of  head  all  exaggerated;  a small  bifid 
spine  between  orbit  and  exoccipital  spine ; interorbital  space  deeply  con- 
cave, the  pit  at  occiput  bowl  shaped;  maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  poste- 
rior margin  of  eye;  jaws  about  equal;  teeth  on  jaws  in  rather  broad 
bands,  those  on  vomer  and  palatines  in  narrow  bands ; gill  rakers  very 
short,  as  broad  as  high ; pseudobranchiai  large ; orbit  high  up,  5 in  head ; 
preorbital  wide,  corrugated  with  about  4 radiating  ridges,  its  inferior 
border  with  3 blunt  spines;  base  of  pectoral  in  head,  the  10  or  11  lower 
rays  simple,  a little  thickened  and  exserted,  the  upper  rays  (except  the 
uppermost  one)  branched;  second  anal  spine  somewhat  longer  than  third. 
The  color  highly  variegated,  subject  to  much  variation;  sand  color,  with 

2 broad  blackish  shades  on  the  body  and  1 on  the  head;  belly  purplish; 
lower  side  of  head  finely  speckled  in  all  shades  of  light,  dark,  and  pearly 
bluish ; upper  parts  covered  with  whitish  cirri  and  profusely  speckled,  the 
surface  looking  as  if  covered  with  sand ; eye  with  radiating  dark  spots ; 
dorsal  covered  like  body,  with  some  well-marked  whitish  spots;  dark 
band  of  body  passing  on  to  second  dorsal ; caudal  variously  mottled,  with 

3 pale  and  3 black  bands;  anal  whitish,  variegated  with  reddish  and 
black;  ventral  similar,  with  more  maroon  red;  pectoral  still  more  varie- 
gated, the  tip  scarlet  shaded;  inside  of  pectoral  largely  bright  yellow, 
then  blackish,  tinged  with  cherry  red;  axil  jet  black,  with  large,  round, 
white  spots ; lips  barred  with  black  and  whitish ; membranes  and  angle  of 
mouth  light  bright  yellow;  peritoneum  white.  Some  examples,  espe- 
cially old  ones,  taken  in  red  algre,  largely  scarlet  on  body  and  fins.  West 
Indies  and  Brazil,  north  to  Florida;  very  common  everywhere  from  the 
Florida  Keys  southward.  (Named  for  Father  Charles  Plumier.) 

Scorpcena  plumieri,  Bloch,  Nya.  naiull.  Stockh.,  x,  234,  1789,  Martinique;  Bloch  & 
SCHNEIDEB,  194,  1801;  GUNTHER,  Cat.,  II,  113,  1860;  JORDAN  Sc  GILBERT,  Sj^nopsis,  680, 
1883;  Jordan,  Proc.U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  137;  Meek  & Newland,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci. 
Phila.  1885, 396, 400 ; Gunther,  Challenger  Keport,  Shore  Fiahes,  vol.  i.  Part  vi,  9, 1880. 
Scorpcena  hvfo,  Cuvier  Sc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  306, 1829,  Martinique. 
Scorpcena  rascacio,  Poey,  Synopsis,  303,  1868,  Havana; 

2243.  SCORPiENA  MTSTES,  Jordan  & Starks. 

(Lapon.) 

Head  2^;  depth  3^.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  scales  about  30;  orbit  6^  in 
head;  maxillary  2;  pectoral  2;  highest  dorsal  spine  3^;  second  anal  spine 
3;  caudal  2.  Body  robust,  not  much  compressed;  interorbital  space  wide, 
not  deeply  concave,  | wider  than  orbit ; a pit  between  preorbital  and  eye, 
and  a broad  depression  behind  coronal  spines;  membranaceous  flaps  on 
3030 39 
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preorbital,  edge  of  preopercle,  over  nostrils,  and  above  eyes;  preocnlar, 
supraocular,  tympanic,  coronal,  occipital,  nuchal,  and  exoccipital  spines 
present.  Maxillary  reaching  to  behind  eye;  lower  jaw  included.  Gill 
rakers  short  and  thick,  about  3+6  ; head  naked,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  embedded  scales  on  preopercle  and  posterior  part  of  opercle;  scales 
on  body  large,  many  of  them  with  membranaceous  flaps.  Olive  brown, 
almost  black,  marbled  with  light  drab;  opercular  flap  with  pale  edge; 
the  fins  much  spotted  and  marbled,  all  except  spinous  dorsal,  with  white 
margin,  more  distinct  in  the  young;  caudal  fin  showing  3 indistinct  cross 
bars;  axil  jet-black,  with  white  spots.  Allied  to  Scorjia^ita  phnnieri  Bloch, 
which  si)ecies  it  represents  on  the  Pacific  Coast  and  from  which  it  diflers 
in  having  a wider  and  flatter  interorbital  area;  the  lower  jaw  wider  and 
more  rounded  in  front ; the  knob  at  symphysis  not  so  sharp  and  projecting; 
the  pit  behind  coronal  spines  broader  and  not  so  deep,  and  the  color 
darker.  Length  15  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  America,  Guaymas  to  Panama, 
generally  common  on  rocky  shores,  (//rdr;;?,  priest.) 

Scorpeena  myste^.  Jobdax  & Starks,  Proc.  CaL  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 491,  pi.  52,  Mazatlan.  ( Types, 
Xos.  1501,  1616,  1617,  2919,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mns.  Coll.  Hopkins  Exp.  to  Mazatlan.) 

2244.  SCOKPEXA  ORAXDICORXIS,*  Cuvier  Sc  Valenciennes. 

(Liox  Fish.) 

Head  21;  depth  2^.  D.  XII,  9;  A.  Ill,  5;  lateral  line  26  (pores).  Body 
rather  stout;  deeper  than  in  Scorpana  pluviieri  and  mtich  less  variegated 
in  color;  sides  and  head  with  dermal  flaps;  flaps  on  lateral  line  long;  a 
slight  depression  below  eye;  ‘-coronal”  spines  none;  suborbital  stay  with 
about  2 small  spines,  1 near  middle,  the  other  behind;  occipital  pit  very 
deep;  spines  of  head  sharp;  a few  scales  on  opercle;  breast  with  rudi- 
mentary scales;  supraocular  flap  very  large,  wide,  and  fringed,  more  than 
1 length  of  head,  reaching  to  beyond  front  of  dorsal;  eye  about  4 in  head; 
maxillary  reaching  posterior  margin  of  eye,  2\  in  head.  Dorsal  spines 
higher  than  in  related  species,  the  highest  equal  to  second  spine  of  anal 
and  about  4 head.  Gray,  with  brown  shades  and  faint  cross  bars;  sides 
with  numerous  bright  yellow  spots  in  life;  axil  dark  gray,  with  round, 
white  dots,  each  surrounded  by  a dark  ring;  pectoral  largely  blackish 
above,  a black  blotch  at  base  below,  the  fin  largely  tinged  with  yellow, 
especially  on  the  inner  side;  supraocular  filament  blackish,  with  gray 
fringes ; soft  dorsal  largely  blackish  toward  the  tip ; spinous  dorsal  chiefly 
dusky;  A-entral  tipped  with  blackish;  anal  with  3 black  bands,  caudal 
with  2,  a faint  band  at  its  base.  Florida  Keys  to  Brazil  ; common  in  shal- 
low water  among  algte ; a fish  of  striking  appearance,  much  dreaded  by 
the  fishermen.  The  specimens  here  described  from  Key  West,  (grandis, 
large;  cornu,  horn.) 


*Tlie  shore  species  of  Scorpeena  found  in  the  waters  of  the  Vnited  States  may  he  dis- 
tinguished hy  the  color  of  the  axillary  region,  as  follows : 

S.  guttata,'pale,  usually  unspotted;  1 or  2 dark  spots  behind  it. 

plumieri.  jet-black,  with  a few  large  white  ^pots. 

S.  bra»ilieni-i^,  pale,  with  several  round,  blackish  spots. 

S.  inermi'i.  pale,  with  dark  specks,  and  a dark  spot  above. 

S.  grandicorni^,  dusky  gray,  with  numerous  white  stellate  spots.  (Jordan.) 
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Seorpama  grandicornis,  CvviEB.  & YALENCIEN^"ES,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  309,  1829,  Martin- 
ique, Porto  Rico,  Havana,  San  Domingo;  GrUXTHER,  Cat.,  11,114,  I860;  PoEY,  Synop- 
sis 303,  1868;  JoRDAX,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  138;  Jordax,  Cat.  Fish.,  109, 1885; 
Meek  & Newlaxd,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.,  Phila.  1885,  396,  401. 

2245.  SCORP.EYA  RUSSULA,  Jordan  & Bollinan. 

Head  2i  to  21  (3  to  3^) ; depth  3^  to  3i  (4  to  4^).  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5; 
lateral  line  45  to  47.  Body  robust,  compressed;  back  little  elevated;  pro- 
ble  very  gently  arched  from  snout  to  origin  of  spinous  dorsal.  Eye  large, 
3^  in  bead.  Month  large ; maxillary  reaching  posterior  margin  of  pupil, 
2 in  head.  Snout  44  in  head.  Interorhital  space  narrow,  concave,  its 
width  a little  less  than  ^ eye.  Occipital  and  snhorhital  pits  absent.  Gill 
rakers  short  and  thick,  5 or  6 developed.  Nasal  spines  short  and  sharp, 
not  longer  than  length  of  nostrils;  preocular  spine  very  prominent, 
larger  than  others  on  top  of  head ; supraocular  spine  not  so  strong  as 
postocular  and  tympanic,  which  are  close  together,  the  latter  followed  by 
a low  striate  ridge  which  bears  the  low  occipital  and  nuchal  spines ; no 
coronal  spines;  temporal  ridge  prominent,  ending  in  a spine,  and  with  2 
blunt  spines  in  front;  below  these,  and  a])out  halfway  to  suborbital  stay, 
another  small  and  blunt  spine;  preorbital  with  2 large  forward  projecting 
spines  in  front;  suborbital  stay  with  a prominent  ridge  which  bears  a 
small  spine  below  anterior  margin  of  pupil,  and  2 more  behind  posterior 
margin  (in  the  young  the  first  of  these  2 is  absent).  Preopercle  with  4 
distinct  spines,  besides  some  4 smaller  projections,  the  largest  spine  with 
a small  one  immediately  below;  opercular  spines  2,  large  and  sharj),  the 
lower  the  longer.  Scales  small,  scarcely  ctenoid,  those  on  belly  much 
reduced ; breast  and  region  in  front  of  pectorals  and  ventrals  scaled;  ante- 
dorsal  region  with  3 or  4 rows  of  embedded  scales;  temporal  region  with 
a few  embedded  scales ; cheek  with  about  4 rows  of  large  scales  below 
the  suborbital  stay;  membrane  of  opercles  with  a few  scales,  the  opercle 
itself  naked;  scales  of  body  without  fieshy  fiaps.  Supraorbital  tentacle 
developed  in  the  young,  disappearing  in  the  adult.  Dorsal  spines  not  as 
high  as  soft  rays,  the  fin  deeply  notched;  first  spine  2 in  eye,  second  If, 
third  almost  equaling  eye,  fourth  and  fifth  almost  ecpial,  3 in  head,  twelfth 
di  in  head;  longest  soft  ray  of  dorsal  2^  in  head;  first  anal  si^ine  2j:  in 
second  or  2 in  eye,  second  anal  sj^iue  longer  than  third  and  equal  to  eye; 
longest  soft  ray  e<iualing  that  of  dorsal ; pectorals  long,  14  in  head,  the 
lower  14  rays  simple,  the  next  6 branched,  the  uppermost  1 simple;  ven- 
tral reaching  vent,  very  slightly  more  than  2 in  head;  caudal  equal  to 
pectoral.  Color,  dark  brown  above,  probably  crimson  in  life,  pale  below 
level  of  upper  half  pectorals ; upper  half  of  head  dark  but  without  any 
distinct  spots,  the  back  more  or  less  mottled  with  dusky;  spinous  dorsal 
with  a dusky  band  at  base  and  another  across  its  middle;  soft  dorsal  dark 
at  base  and  with  3 or  4 irregular  rows  of  small,  obscure  brownish  spots; 
caudal  tipped  with  black,  traces  of  a narrow  dark  bar  across  its  middle; 
pectorals  slightly  tipped  with  black,  the  middle  slightly  mottled;  ven- 
trals and  anals  pale  or  with  traces  of  black  on  tips  of  rays;  peritoneum 
white.  Length  6 inches.  Pacific  coast  of  Colombia.  Numerous  specimens 
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were  dredged  at  a depth  of  33  fathoms  Albatross  Stations  2795  and  2797. 
(Jordan  & Bollman.)  {russuhis,  reddish.) 

Scorpcena  russula,  Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,  165,  Pacific  coast  of 
Colombia.  (Type,  No.  41160.  Coll. 


2246.  SCOKPjENA  SONORjE,  Jenkins  & Evermann. 

Head  2|  (3  in  total) ; depth  3^  (4^) ; eye  3 in  head.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5 ; 
scales  6-47-15.  Body  oblong,  slightly  compressed;  back  not  greatly  ele- 
vated ; profile  gently  arched  from  snout  to  origin  of  first  dorsal,  and  but 
little  convex  from  there  to  caudal  fin ; ventral  profile  nearly  straight  to 
origin  of  anal,  where  it  makes  a broad  angle  Avith  line  to  base  of  caudal. 
Head  large,  little  compressed.  Mouth  large,  oblique;  maxillary  large, 
triangular,  2^  in  head,  extending  to  posterior  margin  of  pupil ; premaxilla- 
ries  with  a deep  sinus  at  the  middle  of  their  anterior  margin  into  which  fits 
the  slightly  projecting  loAver  jaw.  Occiput  having  no  distinct  pit;  no 
pit  between  the  lower  anterior  margin  of  the  orbit  and  suborbital  stay. 
Teeth  in  Aulliform  bands  on  jaws,  A’omer,  and  palatines.  Suborbital  with 
a sharp  ridge  bearing  3 small  spines,  these  in  a line  with  a strong  spine 
on  the  preopercle;  nasal  spines  small,  Avith  a prominence  between  them 
made  b}^  the  upper  posterior  tips  of  the  premaxillaries ; the  preopercular 
saline  the  largest ; the  supraocular  ridge  with  2 small  spines  a little  behind 
middle  of  eye;  on  the  upper  posterior  margin  of  the  orbit  a strong  tuber- 
cle rising  into  3 small  spines  from  which  a well-developed  occipital  ridge 
extends  backward,  ending  in  a sharp  spine;  tympanic  spines  quite  small; 
coronal  ridges  quite  prominent,  with  at  least  3 distinct  spines  on  each ; 
nuchal  spines  Avell  deAmloped ; opercle  with  2 strong  ridges,  both  begin- 
ning at  the  same  point  on  a leA  el  with  the  pupil  and  at  a distance  from  it 
equaling  diameter  of  eye,  the  lower  one  running  nearly  horizontally  back- 
ward across  the  opercle,  Avhile  the  upper  and  weaker  one  diverges  from  it 
at  an  angle  of  about  30  degrees  and  extends  to  the  lateral  line;  the  length 
of  each  of  these  ridges  equaling  diameter  of  eye,  both  ending  in  spines; 
five  preopercular  sjiines,  the  uppermost  much  the  largest,  in  a line 
Avith  the  suborbital  ridge,  and  with  a verj-  small  spine  on  its  ridge  near  the 
middle;  the  second,  or  next  spine  below,  is  very  short  and  inconspicuous; 
the  third  short  and  broad  and  projecting  slightly  down Avard;  the  fourth 
smaller  than  third  and  inclined  still  more  downward;  while  the  fifth 
is  still  smaller  and  projects  nearly  at  right  angle  with  the  first;  sub- 
orbital ridge  prominent,  bearing  2 small  spines,  the  anterior  one  directly 
beneath  the  pupil,  the  other  at  anterior  edge  of  preopercle.  Origin  of 
spinous  dorsal  a little  in  front  of  opercular  flap,  its  distance  from  snout  3 
in  body  to  base  of  caudal;  first  spine  short,  less  than  snout  in  length; 
second  spine  equaling  eye;  third  equaling  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to 
middle  of  pupil ; fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  each  a little  longer ; the  remain- 
ing 4 gradually  shorter,  the  elev-enth  about  as  long  as  first,  thus  making 
the  fin  emarginate ; all  rather  strong  and  pungent;  the  next  spine  slen- 
der, greater  than  eye  in  length;  distance  from  base  of  dorsal  to  caudal 
not  equaling  height  of  the  former;  anal  moderate,  its  height  a little 
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greater  than  its  length,  its  origin  under  beginning  of  soft  dorsal;  the 
first  spine  shorter  than  second  spine  of  dorsal;  the  second  much  stronger 
and  longer,  | length  of  head,  longer  than  longest  dorsal  8i)ine ; third  more 
slender,  shorter,  about  equaling  longest  dorsal;  soft  rays  about  equaling 
longest  spine ; anal  and  dorsal  fins  equally  distant  from  caudal ; pectorals 
long,  1-1%  in  head,  their  tips  just  passing  first  anal  spine,  inserted  a little 
in  advance  of  ventrals  and  much  belo-w  axis  of  body ; the  upper  rays 
branched;  ventrals  close  together,  moderate,  just  reaching  vent;  caudal 
moderate,  about  equaling  pectorals  in  length.  Cheeks  well  scaled,  oper- 
cles  nearly  naked,  occipital  region  with  a few  poorly  developed  scales ; 
body  covered  with  moderate  cycloid  scales,  about  47  in  a longitudinal  and 
21  in  transverse  series ; the  lateral  line  beginning  at  the  upper  angle  of 
opercle,  then  curving  downward  to  a line  vertical  from  the  tips  of  the 
ventrals,  and  then  upward  to  near  middle  of  base  of  soft  dorsal,  from 
which  it  is  nearly  straight  to  caudal  fin ; but  few  dermal  flaps  upon  scales. 
Coloration  in  alcohol : body  pale  below,  dark  above,  mottled  with  darker; 
head  dark,  snout  and  jaws  covered  with  fine  punctulations ; a dark  blotch 
between  the  eyes,  an  irregular  blotch  extending  from  below  eye  to  edge 
of  opercle,  and  another  on  suborbital  just  below  pupil;  spinous  dorsal 
with  3 dark  blotches  at  base  extending  onto  body,  outer  edge  mottled 
with  black;  soft  dorsal  with  a dark  spot  at  the  base,  a black  spot  greater 
than  diameter  of  pupil  on  middle  of  outer  part,  and  another  on  the  tips 
of  the  last  rays;  pectorals  with  2 distinct  black  bars  and  mottled  with 
black  near  the  base,  the  narrow  outer  edge  white;  axilla  pale;  A^eutrals 
white  on  anterior  half,  the  terminal  half  black;  anal  Avhite,  tips  of  last 
rays  with  a Idack  spot;  caudal  with  3 black  bauds,  the  first  partly  on  the 
peduncle,  the  second  about  equaling  4 the  eye  in  width,  the  posterior 
edge  at  middle  of  fin ; the  third  on  tip  of  fin,  about  equaling  snout  in 
width.  (.Tenkins  & Evermann.)  Length  about  4 inches.  West  coast  of 
Mexico;  Guaynias,  Mazatlau,  etc.  Common  in  shallow  Avater.  A small 
species,  closely  allied  to  the  group  called  Pontinus. 

Scorpama  sonorce,  Jenkins  & Evermann,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1888, 150,  Guaymas,  Sonora 

(Type,  No.  39644.  Coll.  Jenkins  & Evermann);  Jordan,  Fishes  of  Sinaloa, in  Proc. 

Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 492. 


2247.  SCORPEX.i  IXER3IIS,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes. 

'Depth  44  in  total  length.  D.  XTI,  8;  A.  Ill,  5;  P.  19.  Body  elongate; 
opercular  lobe  short,  2^  in  head;  eye  34  in  head,  equal  to  snout;  interor- 
bital space  concave,  5 in  diameter  of  eye;  orbit  high  up,  maxillary  reach- 
ing posterior  border  of  orbit;  2 pores  along  the  lower  jaw;  the  first  snb- 
orbital  Avith  2 spines  on  its  inferior  border;  preopercle  spinous  as  in  S. 
plumieri,  the  other  spines  in  the  head  less  pronounced;  the  internal  spine 
(‘‘coronal”)  of  the  principal  frontal  lacking;  suprascapular  with  2 j) a r- 
allel  spines;  spines  of  dorsal  unequal;  pectoral  rounded,  its  first  2 rays 
simple  but  articulated,  the  next  2 branched,  the  following  14  sim^ile; 
second  anal  spine  A^ery  short,  about  -3  in  height  of  body,  almost  equal  to 
diameter  of  eye;  occiput  without  pit;  supraorbital  flap  quite  short,  a 
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very  small  one  at  the  nostril;  some  small  tilaments  on  the  sides  and  on 
lateral  line.  General  color  that  of  S.  grandiconiis,  Cuvier,  marbled  with 
yellowish  and  brown,  the  belly  paler;  an  obscure  blotch  on  subopercle, 
another  on  inferior  base  of  pectoral;  caudal  with  3 vertical  brown  bands 
on  a yellowish  ground,  1 at  base  of  fin,  the  second  in  middle,  the  third 
terminal;  eye  marked  with  red  and  yellow;  axillary  region  entirely 
whitish ; no  small  white  points  on  the  scales  of  this  region.  Length  3f 
inches.  (Poey.)  West  Indies,  north  to  Florida;  recorded  from  Martinique, 
Havana,  and  Clearwater  Harbor,  Florida.  This  species,  with  onlj-  2 of  the 
pectoral  rays  branched  (Goode  & Beau,  in  their  description  of  the  Florida 
type,  say  ‘‘rays  all  or  nearly  all  simple’’),  seems  to  form  a transition  to 
the  genus  Pontinus,  which  can  be  distinguished  from  Scorpama  only  by  the 
undivided  condition  of  the  pectoral  rays,  {inermis,  unarmed.) 

Scorpama  inermis,  CmuER  <fc  Valenxiennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poi-ss.,  iv,  311,  1829,  Martinique. 
(Coll.  M.  Ricliard.) 

Scorpeena  occipitalis,  POET,  Hemorias,  il,  171,  1860,  Havana;  Poet,  Synopsis,  303,  1868; 
Jordan,  Cat.  Pishes  X.  A.,  109,  1885;  Meek  & Xewland,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila. 
1885,  397,  402. 

Scorpceiia  calcarata*  Goode  <fc  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882, 422,  Clearwater  Harbor, 
Florida  (Type,  Xo.  23566.  Coll.  Dr.  J.  W.  Velie);  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
952, 1883. 


694.  PONTINUS.  Poey. 

Pontinus,  POET,  Mem.  Hist.  Xat.  Cuba,  il,  172, 1860  (castor). 

Sehastoplus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1863, 208  (kuhlii). 

This  genus  differs  from  Scorpama  chiefly  in  having  the  pectoral  rays  all 
simple  and  their  tips  only  free ; anal  with  5 to  9 rays;  suborbital  keel  com- 
posed of  3 or  4 distinct,  differentiated  spines,  2 prominent  retrorse  spines 
on  each  preorbital.  No  pit  at  occiput ; scales  ctenoid ; cheeks  and  oper- 
cles  usually  scaly ; pectorals  not  procurreut.  The  American  species  all 
have  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5.  {pontinus;  p>ons,  a bridge,  referring  to  the  sub- 
orbital stay.) 


* Here  is  given  Goode  A Bean’s  description  of  Scorpeena  calcarata,  which  species  Jor- 
dan and  Meek  A Xewland  ha^e  identified  Avith  Scorpama  occipitalis,  Poey: 

Scarpeena  calcarata,  Goode  A Bean;  Depth  3.  D.  XI-I,  9;  A.  III.  5;  P.19;  lateral 
line  28  (25  tubes) . Body  moderate,  robust ; eye  large,  nearly  3 in  head ; lower  jaw  slightly 
projecting,  with  a small  symphyseal  knob;  maxillary  reaching  past  pupil,  its  length  \ 
head ; preorbital  with  3 diA'erging  spines ; suborbital  without  pit,  the  bony  stay  moderate, 
armed  with  2 small  spines;  nasal  spines  small;  interorbital  space  narrow,  with  2 longi- 
tudinal ridges,  its  width  | length  of  eye;  cranial  ridges  rather  low,  with  sharp  spines, 
arranged  as  in  Scorpeena  stearnsi.  Occipital  cavity  almost  obsolete,  represented  by  a 
slight  depression;  preopercular  spines  5,  the  lowermost  stout,  directed  downward  and 
forAvard,  the  uppermost  rather  long,  more  than  J eye;  opercular  and  scapular  spines 
moderate;  supraocular  flaiAS  minute,  a feAV  other  small  flaps  on  head;  cheeks  Avith  rather 
large  imbricated  scales;  opercle  Avith  some  scales  anteriorly  and  on  its  flap;  breast  scaly; 
scales  of  body  large,  not  ctenoid,  with  few  dermal  flaps  or  none;  pores  of  lateral  line  A’ery 
conspicuous;  gill  fakers  short  and  small;  dorsal  spines  rather  slender,  the  longest  2f  in 
head;  longest  soft  ray  2J  in  head;  anal  spines  small,  the  second  and  third  subequal,  3 in 
head;  last  ray  largely  united  to  belly  by  a membrane;  soft  anal  rays  moderate;  ventrals 
reaching  past  vent.  If  in  head ; pectoral  long.  If  in  head,  its  base  oblique  (procurrent),  2f 
in  head,  the  rays  all  (or  nearly  all)  simple.  Color  essentially  as  in  Scorpeena  stearnsi  (bra- 
siliensis)-,  axil  of  pectoral  Avhitish,  with  dusky  specks,  a black  spot  at  its  upper  edge; 
ventrals  mostly  black.  (Goode  A Bean.)  Clearwater  Harbor,  Florida. 
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a.  Base  of  pectoral  broad,  the  fin  fan-shaped. 

h.  Snout  naked  above  as  is  the  interorbital  space. 

c.  Eleventh  dorsal  spine  nearly  as  long  as  twelfth ; maxillary  2 in  head ; inter- 
orbital  space  10  in  head;  eye  3 in  head  (young  specimen).  Uniform 
rosy,  intermingled  with  pearly  white.  macrolepis,  2248. 

cc.  Eleventh  dorsal  spine  J as  long  as  twelfth. 

d.  Eye  in  head;  maxillary  reaching  f across  eye;  head  4 in  total 
length;  spinous  dorsal  low;  pectoral  pointed;  sui)raorbital  ten- 
tacle 5 in  total  length ; carmine  red,  without  marblings. 

CASTOR,  2249. 

dd.  Eye  4 in  head;  maxillary  reaching  anterior  third  of  orbit;  spinous 
dorsal  high ; j)ectoral  rounded ; carmine  red,  with  vertical  rosy 

bands.  pollux,  2250. 

hh.  Snout  fully  scaled  above ; interorbital  space  with  few  scales,  top  of  head  other- 
wise entirely  scaly.  RATHBUNI,  2251. 

aa.  Base  of  pectoral  narrow. 

e.  Head  without  filaments ; nape  and  top  of  snout  scaly;  ventrals  reaching  vent. 

Pectoral  rays  16.  lonqispinis,  2252. 

ee.  Head  with  simple  slender  filaments;  top  of  head,  including  interorbital  space 
and  top  of  snout,  entirely  scaled ; ventrals  not  reaching  vent.  Pectoral 
rays  18.  SIERRA,  2253. 

2248.  POXTIXUS  MACROLEPIS,  Goode  and  Bean. 

Head  about  2^ ; depth  about  3 ; depth  of  caudal  peduncle  equal  to  snout. 
1).  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  P.  17.  Width  of  head  about  2 in  its  length.  Scales 
6-22  (tubes)-lO.  Interorbital  space  deeply  concave,  2 in  snout,  10  in  head. 
Eye  about  3 in  head  (in  a young  individual).  Post  orbital  part  of  head 
2 in  distance  from  tij)  of  snout  to  origin  of  spinous  dorsal.  Maxilla 
reaching  beyond  middle  of  eye,  2 in  head;  mandible  reaching  to  posterior 
border  of  eye,  about  2 in  head,  equal  to  length  of  ventral  tin.  Teeth  in 
villiform  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatine;  a naked  space  at  symphy- 
sis of  intermaxillaries,  into  which  tits  a projecting  spur  at  tip  of  mandi- 
bles; mandible  with  slight  symphyseal  knob  and  3 large  pores  along 
middle  of  its  surface.  Nasal,  preocular,  supraocular,  postoeular,  tym- 
panic, parietal,  and  nuchal  spines  present;  a paroecipital  s^iine  and  2 
humerals;  2 stout,  tlat  spines  on  opercle,  4 on  preopercle,  uppermost 
largest,  and  with  supplementary  spine  at  its  base,  third  larger  than  sec- 
ond or  fourth.  Suborbital  carina  consisting  of  3 spines;  2 on  preorbital, 
both  bending  backward.  Four  rudiments  and  2 developed  gill  rakers 
above  angle,  9 develojied  rakers  on  anterior  limb  of  arch,  developed 
rakers  with  small  knob  at  tip.  Preocular  filament  very  short ; supraocular 
filament  about  3 in  eye.  Anterior  nostril  tubular,  with  thin  narrow  flap; 
distance  between  anterior  nostril  and  eye  equals  interorbital  Avidth;  pos- 
terior nostril  not  tubular.  Scales  larger  than  in  Pontinus  lomjispinis  or 
castor.  Interorbital  space  and  top  of  snout  scaleless;  head  otherwise 
entirely  scaly.  Distance  of  dorsal  from  tip  of  snout  twice  the  maxilla; 
first  spine  f of  second;  third  longest,  about  2|  in  head;  penultimate  spine 
about  5,  and  last  spine  4 in  head ; first  and  last  spines  equal ; longest  ray 
about  3^  in  head;  caudal  almost  truncated,  middle  rays  about  2 in  head; 
anal  origin  under  second  dorsal  spine,  length  of  base  4 in  head;  first  spine 
about  2J  in  second;  second  2§  in  head;  third  shorter  than  second,  about 
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3^  in  head;  longest  ray  equals  longest  dorsal  spine;  pectoral  reaching 
vent,  rays  all  simple,  longest  3^  in  length  of  body ; ventral  origin  under 
base  of  pectoral,  reaching  vent,  4 in  length  of  body.  Color  (in  fresh 
specimen)  uniform  rosy,  intermingled  with  pearly  white;  light  areas  most 
conspicuous  on  fins;  anterior  part  of  anal  more  intensely  colored  than  any 
other  part  of  fish;  cephalic  tentacles  pale,  the  supraocular  pair  with  a 
little  hand  of  rose  a little  below  middle;  pupil  intense  blue;  iris  golden 
above  and  below,  overlaid  with  rosy,  greenish  golden  anteriorly  and  pos- 
teriorly ; belly  and  throat  pearly  white ; the  light  areas  on  caudal  simulate 
hands.  Total  length  4|  inches ; to  base  of  caudal,  3^  inches.  A single,  small 
individual,  oif  Yucatan,  in  130  fathoms.  (Goode  and  Bean.) 
large;  XsTtU,  scale.) 

Pontinus  macrolepis,  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Iclithyology,  257,  tig.  247, 1896,  N.  lat.  20°  69' 
30",  W.  Ion.  86°  23' 45",  at  Albatross  Station  2354,  off  Yucatan,  in  130  fathoms.  (Type, 
No.  39324.) 


2249.  PONTINUS  CASTOR,  Poey. 

Head  2^  in  total  length ; depth  equal  to  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to 
limb  of  preopercle,  4 in  total  length.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  P.  17.  Eye  5^ 
in  head ; snout  j)rolouged  in  front  of  orbit ; mouth  very  large ; maxillary 
reaching  f across  eye ; interorbital  space  very  narrow ; no  pit  at  occiput ; 
3 pores  on  each  side  along  lower  jaw.  Teeth  as  in  others  of  the  group, 
as  also  opercular  spines,  which  are  not  striated ; preopercle  with  a rather 
strong  spine  on  its  border  which  has  another  smaller  one  at  its  base; 
below  this  2 blunter  spines ; first  suborbital  with  a flat  spine  above  and 
2 others  on  its  inferior  border ; none  on  its  crests ; 1 short  backwardly 
directed  spine  on  the  second  suborbital  and  2 on  the  third ; nasal  spines 
present ; preocular  spines  very  sharp ; supraocular,  postocular,  and  tym- 
panic spines  present,  in  a straight  line,  joining  the  parietal  and  nuchal 
spines ; a spine  on  the  mastoid,  another,  sometimes  2,  on  the  suprascapu- 
lar; postfrontal  with  2 small  spines.  Spinous  dorsal  low;  last  dorsal 
spine  twice  as  long  as  the  one  before  it;  second  anal  spine  medium;  pec- 
toral pointed,  its  seventh  ray  longest,  the  others  decreasing  rapidly ; all 
simple,  articulated.  Lateral  line  pla*in,  a tube  on  each  scale;  scales  of 
back  and  belly  of  same  form  as  those  of  sides,  the  latter  larger,  none  on 
head,  first  suborbital,  maxillary,  interopercle,  nor  on  limb  of  preopercle. 
Flaps  not  branched;  supraorbital  tentacle  long,  5 in  total  length,  the 
others  very  short ; 1 on  ethmoid,  1 on  prefrontal,  1 on  parietal,  many  on 
lateral  line  and  belly.  Body  carmine  red  without  marblings;  fins  with 
alternations  of  red  and  orange ; iris  red  with  small  yellow  circle ; supra- 
ocular tentacles  and  last  rays  of  pectoral  annulated  with  brown.  Length 
9 inches.  Havana;  very  rare  in  deep  water.  (Poey.)  One  specimen,  col- 
lected by  Poey  and  agreeing  with  his  description,  examined  by  us,  in  the 
U.  S.  National  Museum.  (Castor,  twin  brother  of  Follux,  in  Mythology.) 

Pontinus  castor,  POBY,  Memorias,  li,  173, 1860,  Havana.  (Coll.  Poey.) 

Scorpcena  castor,  Meek  & Newland,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1885, 397, 402 
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2250.  PONTIMJS  POLLUX,*  Poey. 

Very  closely  related  to  Pontimis  castor  in  form  and  color,  distinguished 
principally  by  its  skeleton.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  P.  17.  Body  higher 
than  in  Fontinus  castor,  head  smaller;  eye  larger,  11  in  total  length,  4 in 
head ; maxillary  reaching  anterior  third  of  orbit ; interorbital  space  only 
^ of  ocular  diameter;  occiput  no  more  depressed  than  in  Pontimis  castor. 
First  suborbital  with  2 quite  strong  spines  on  its  inferior  border,  and  1 on 
its  crest ; a double  spine  on  second  suborbital,  2 on  third,  in  a line  with 
the  double  anterior  preopercular  spine,  below  the  latter  3 others ; the  other 
spines  as  in  Pontimis  castor.  The  long  bony  suprascapular  tentacle  more 
slender ; a small  preorbital  tentacle ; others  present  on  the  points  of  some 
of  the  dorsal  spines;  the  rest  difficult  to  distinguish.  Pectoral  rounded; 
spinous  dorsal  high.  General  color  carmine  red,  with  vertical  rosy  bands; 
these  2 colors  alternating  on  the  fins ; iris  A-^ermilion ; xieritoneum  silvery. 
Length  9f  inches.  Havana,  very  rare  (Poey);  not  seen  by  us.  {Pollux, 
one  of  the  Gemini  or  twins.) 

Pontinus pollux,  Poey,  Memorias,  li,  174, 1860,  Havana.  (Coll.  Poey.) 


2251.  POXTIXUS  RATHBUM,  Goode  & Bean. 

Head  about  2^;  depth  about  2^^;  eye  and  snout  equal,  4 in  head.  D.  XII, 
10;  A.  HI,  5;  P.  17.  Greatest  width  of  head  equals  middle  caudal  rays. 
Interorbital  space  not  very  deeply  concave,  about  2f  in  eye,  about  10^^  in 
head.  Maxilla  nearly  reaching  posterior  margin  of  eye,  about  2^  in  head. 
Mandible  reaching  beyond  eye,  equal  to  postorbital  part  of  head,  twice 
as  long  as  eye.  Teeth  in  villiform  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines; 
a naked  space  at  symphysis  of  intermaxillaries.  A pair  of  recurved  spines 
on  preorbital,  4 on  suborbital  carina;  4 on  preopercle,  the  uppermost  with 
a smaller  supplementary  spine  at  its  base,  the  first  and  third  largest ; a 
pair  of  compressed  flat  spines  on  opercle;  nasal,  preocular,  supraocular, 
postocular,  tympanic,  parietal,  and  nuchal  spines  present;  single  pos- 
terior spine  on  each  side  and  2 humeral  spines.  Two  gill  rakers  and  5 
rudiments  above  the  angle,  and  8 rakers  and  5 rndiinents  on  the  anterior 
limb,  the  longest  .about  6 in  eye,  slightly  exjianded  at  the  tix>8.  Pseudo- 
br.anchife  well  developed.  A very  short  and  slender  preocular  .and  a large 
supraoccipital  (suxiraocular?)  filament,  the  latter  about  l^-  in  eye,  expand- 
ing at  top  into  a semileaf-like  tip ; a small,  slender  filament  between  pari- 
etals  and  nuchal  spines,  a combined  filament  behind  the  lower  preorbital 
spine;  .anterior  nostril  tubular,  with  2 or  3 small  filaments.  Interorbital 
space  with  few  scales ; top  of  snout  fully  scaled ; head  entirely  scaly  above. 
Distance  of  spinous  dorsal  from  tip  of  snout  equals  length  of  base  of 
spinous  dorsal,  2|  in  body  length ; first  spine  2 in  second;  third  longest, 
2^  in  head,  equal  to  upper  jaw,  twice  as  long  as  penultimate  spine;  last 
spine  equals  eye,  4 in  head ; base  of  soft  dorsal  4,  and  longest  rays  6 in 


* Poey  states  that  he  neglected  to  take  notes  on  the  generic  characters  founded  upon 
the  scales  of  the  head  and  the  simple  rays  of  the  pector.al  in  Pontinus  pollux,  hut  the 
species  is  so  nearly  related  to  Pontinus  castor  that  he  believes  it  belongs  to  the  same 
genus. 
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body  length.  Caudal  nearly  truncate,  middle  rays  4^  in  body  length; 
first  anal  s^nue  about  24  in  second,  the  second  longer  than  third ; longest 
ray  equals  second  spine;  pectoral  reaching  slightly  beyond  vent,  the  rays 
all  simple,  the  tenth  longest,  4 in  length  of  body ; ventral  reaching  vent, 
its  spine  3 in  head.  General  color  light  orange  yellow  (in  life  probably 
roseate) ; 6 dark  blotches  on  upper  surface,  first  on  nape,  second  at  begin- 
ning of  spinous  dorsal,  third  under  fourth  dorsal  spine,  fourth  beginning 
under  seventh  spine,  fifth  at  origin  and  sixth  near  end  of  soft  dorsal,  the 
largest  about  | eye ; soft  dorsal  with  numerous  roundish  dark  blotches 
on  the  skin  covering  the  rays;  caudal  marked  like  soft  dorsal;  other  fins 
pale.  Length  4*  inches.  Closely  related  to  Poniinus  canariensis,  but  dis- 
tinguished by  shorter  pectorals,  longer  second  anal  spine,  more  advanced 
position  of  anal  fin,  suborbital  crest,  more  advanced  position  of  pectoral, 
whose  base  is  almost  hidden  under  branchiostegal  membrane,  etc.  Ofi' 
Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  in  80  fathoms.  (Goode  & Bean.)  (“Named 
for  Mr.  Richard  Rathbun,  chief  of  the  Division  of  Scientific  Inquiry  in 
the  United  States  Fish  Commission,  in  recognition  of  his  important  con- 
tributions to  marine  zoology.’^) 

Pontinus  rathbuni,  Goode  &.  Beax,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  255,  fig.  245, 1896,  off  Cape  Hat- 
teras,  N.  lat.  35°  39',  W.  long.  74°  52',  in  80  fathoms.  Albatross  Station  2298.  (Type, 
No.  89325.) 


2252.  PbXTiyrS  LOXblSPIMS,  Goode  & Bean. 

Head  al)Out  24;  depth  3f;  least  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  4 in  head. 
D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  P.  16;  rows  of  scales  7-49-13;  jiores  of  lateral  line 
25.  Greatest  width  of  head  about  2 in  its  length ; interorbital  space  7 in 
head,  2 in  eye.  Eye  34  in  head,  equal  to  snout.  Maxilla  reaching  middle 
of  eye,  2^  in  head.  Mandible  extending  a little  farther  back,  about  2 in 
head.  Teeth  in  jaws  in  villiform  bands ; a slight  interspace  at  symphysis, 
separating  the  2 enlarged,  club-shaped  ends  of  the  intermaxillaries; 
vomerine  teeth  in  a very  narrow  triangular  band;  palatine  bands  very 
narrow.  Nasal,  preocular,  supraocular,  postocular,  tympanic,  parietal, 
and  nuchal  spines  present;  the  suima  and  post  ocular  and  tympanic  small; 
a postorbital  spine  behind  orbit,  2 on  shoulder ; a pair  of  spines  on  front 
of  preorbital,  3 on  suborbital  ridge,  4 on  preopercle,  of  which  the  one  at 
the  middle  of  the  border  is  the  largest;  2 on  opercle.  Gill  rakers  stout, 
rather  short,  12  developed  on  anterior  arch,  9 of  them  on  anterior  limb, 
besides  the  rudiments.  Pseudobranchise  well  developed.  No  filaments 
about  head.  Cheeks,  opercles,  nape,  and  top  of  snout  scaly;  sides  of 
snout  and  maxillaries  naked.  Anterior  nostril  tubular,  distance  from  eye 
4 of  diameter  of  eye.  Origin  of  spinous  dorsal  a little  in  front  of  base  of 
pectoral,  distance  from  tip  of  snout  twice  length  of  maxilla;  first  spine 
about  14  in  second,  second  about  2 in  third,  third  2 in  head,  the  eleventh 
about  14  in  twelfth,  longest  ray  2|-  in  head;  caudal  very  slightly  emargi- 
nate,  middle  rays  about  4 in  body  length ; origin  of  anal  under  first  ray 
of  soft  dorsal,  its  base  about  3 in  head,  second  spine  longest,  the  first  3^ 
in  second,  24  in  third;  longest  ray  a little  shorter  than  longest  spine; 
pectoral  reaching  beyond  vent,  almost  to  end  of  spinous  dorsal,  its  origin 
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below  second  and  third  dorsal  spines,  rays  all  small ; ventral  under  pec- 
toral, reaching  vent,  about  2 in  head,  its  spine  equal  to  maxilla.  Vent 
under  ninth  spine  of  dorsal.  Color  (of  alcoholic  specimen)  light  orange; 
caudal  with  a few  small  dusky  blotches ; the  other  fins  pale.  Not  so  deep- 
bodied as  Fontinns  Jcuhlii,  but  its  gill  rakers,  dorsal  fin,  and  the  ridges  of 
head  and  of  the  scales  are  similar.  Length  5 inches.  Gulf  of  Mexico,  off 
coast  of  western  Florida,  in  moderately  deep  water.  (Goode  & Bean.) 
(lonf/ispinis;  lorajus,  long;  spina,  spine.) 

Fontinus  longispinis,  Goode  & Beax,  Oceanic  Iclithyology,  258,  fig.  246,  1896,  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  at  Albatross  Station  2402,  28°  36'  N.,  85°  33'  30"  W.,  in  in  fathoms.  £(Type, 
No.  39323.) 


2253.  POXTI\US  SIERILi  (Gilbert). 

Head  2^;  depth  3.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  Ill,  5;  P.18;  lateral  line  25  (tubes). 
Body  of  moderate  depth ; the  snout  sharp ; caudal  peduncle  slender,  wedge- 
shaped,  least  depth  less  than  ^ head.  Eye  large,  equaling  snout,  4 in  head. 
Mouth  large,  the  lower  jaw  wholly  included,  the  dentigerous  portion  of 
premaxillaries  shutting  outside  of  mandible,  with  a deep  notch  anteriorly, 
which  receives  tip  of  mandible.  A strong  symphyseal  knob.  Maxillary 
in  adults,  about  reaching  vertical  from  posterior  border  of  orbit,  nearly 
I length  of  head.  Teeth  in  broad  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines. 
Interorbital  space  narrow,  concave,  with  a pair  of  low  ridges  much  diverg- 
ing behind,  its  width  2^  in  orbit.  Head  very  rough,  the  spines  com- 
pressed, knife-like,  disi)Osed  in  6 well-defined  series,  the  upper  containing 
the  nasal,  the  conspicuously  j^rojecting  preocular,  the  supraocular,  post- 
ocular, tympanic,  occipital,  and  nuchal  spines ; parocciptal  ridge  contain- 
ing a single  spine  immediately  behind  orbit,  and  1 at  its  posterior 
extremity;  the  bridge  across  cheek  very  strong,  its  ridge  continued  for- 
ward onto  preorbital  bone  and  containing  4 very  strong  spines;  margin  of 
preorbital  with  2 diverging  spines;  upper  spine  of  preopercle  very 
strong,  in  line  with  suborbital  ridge,  with  a smaller  spine  at  base;  3 
other  preopercuiar  spines  l)elow  this,  directed  downward  and  backward, 
the  lower  nearly  obsolete  in  adults.  No  pit  on  occiput  or  below  front  of 
eye.  Gill  rakers  short  and  broad,  about  as  high  as  wide,  the  longest  about 
^ diameter  of  pupil,  7 in  numbt*r  on  anterior  limb  of  arch.  Dorsal  spines 
weak,  very  low,  the  longest  equaling  diameter  of  orbit,  the  eleventh  ^ 
this  length ; soft  dorsal  short  and  high,  its  longest  ray  2|  in  head ; cau- 
dal truncate,  its  length  equaling  length  of  snout  and  eye ; anal  spines 
not  very  strong,  the  second  slightly  longer  and  stronger  than  the  third, 
its  length  equaling  length  of  snout,  in  soft  rays;  ventrals  not  reach- 
ing vent;  pectorals  with  narrow  nonprocumbent  base,  their  width  about 
ecpialing  eye,  the  rays  all  simple.  Scales  large,  thin,  everywhere  ctenoid, 
covering  breast,  cheeks,  opercles,  top  of  head,  and  a part  of  snout;  want- 
ing on  maxillaries  and  mandibles;  head  with  simple  slender  filaments, 
usnally  1 to  each  spine;  each  scale  of  sides  with  a fringe  of  minute  fila- 
ments around  edge.  Color,  light  red,  with  irregular  dark  greenish  olive 
markings  on  upper  half  of  sides;  a blotch  of  same  color  below  eye,  1 
above  opercular  spine,  and  a few  rounded  spots  on  soft  dorsal,  more 
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numerous  on  caudal;  lower  side  of  head  white;  huccal  and  gill  cavities 
and  peritoninum  bright  white.  Length  10  inches.  Gulf  of  California, 
in  moderately  deep  water.  (Gilbert.)  (sierra,  a saw,  in  Spanish.) 

Scorpcena  sierra^  GmBEKT,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1890,  82,  Gulf  of  California  at  Albatross 
Stations  2996  and  3011,  in  112  and  71  fathoms,  N.  lat.  24°  30'  15",  W.  long,  iio^  29', 
and  N.  lat.  28^  7',  W.  long.  111°  39'  45". 


695.  SETARCHES,  Johnson. 

Setarches,  Jokn'sox,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.  1862, 177  (guntheri). 

Jiathysebaites,  SXEIXDACHXER  Sz.  Doderleln,  Densclir.  Akad.  tViss.  TTien  1884,  207 
(albescent). 

Head  and  body  compressed;  head  scaleless  above,  its  bones  cavernous, 
flat  between  the  eyes;  only  1 pair  of  spines  at  occiput;  no  transverse 
groove  at  occiput,  only  small  spines  or  none  above  orbit;  opercle  andpre- 
opercle  strongly  armed  with  straight,  long  siiines.  Eye  moderate,  near, 
but  not  touching,  profile.  Mouth  terminal,  broad,  somewhat  oblique; 
maxillary  extending  to  posterior  edge  of  eye,  much  expanded  behind. 
Lower  jaw  somewhat  projecting,  the  small  symphyseal  knob  received  in 
rostral  notch.  Yilliform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  jialatines.  Preorbital 
with  2 or  3 spines.  Opercle  scaly.  Scales  cycloid,  moderate.  Lateral 
line  a broad,  scaleless  groove  with  skinny  (about  27  to  30)  tubes.  Xo  laci- 
niae.  Dorsal  deeply  notched,  with  12  spines,  its  origin  in  front  of  pec- 
toral; soft  dorsal  shorter,  the  rays  fewer  than  the  spines.  Anal  inserted 
under  end  of  dorsal,  its  spines  strong,  graduated.  Pectoral  broad  and 
bony,  with  20  or  more  rays,  of  which  a considerable  number  of  median 
ones  are  branched.  Branchiostegals  6 or  7.  Pyloric  appendages  few. 
Deep  water.  (Goode  Bean.)  (Etymology  not  obvious.) 


2254.  SETARCHES  PARMATES,  Goode. 

Head  2^;  depth  about  2|.  D.  XII,  10;  A.  HI,  5 or  6;  about  30  tubes  in 
lateral  line.  Body  short,  somewhat  compressed;  head  somewhat  com- 
pressed. Interorbital  area  equal  to  eye.  Eye  somewhat  below  profile. 
Ridges  on  top  of  head  low  and  inconspicuous  ; 2 extending  to  occiput, 
terminating  in  low  flat  spines ; 2 short  ones  over  posterior  margin  of  orbit, 
ending  in  spines.  Snout  as  long  as  orbit.  Mouth  wide,  somewhat  oblique, 
maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  posterior  margin  of  orbit,  its  extremity 
expanded.  Lower  jaw  scarcely  projecting,  without  prominent  knob  at 
symphysis.  Sides  of  head  lightly  armed;  4 slender  elongate  spines  on 
preopercle;  spines  on  opercle  small  and  inconspicuous;  2 slender  spines 
on  preorbital,  the  anterior  one  touching  opening  of  mouth ; edge  of  sub- 
orbital broadly  scalloped  with  2 points  projecting  downward  opposite 
anterior  and  posterior  margin  of  orbit.  Dorsal  insertion  in  advance  of 
the  pectoral,  first  spine  more  than  4 second,  equal  to  ninth;  second  equal 
to  seventh;  third  and  fourth  equal,  a little  longer  than  maxillary,  the  fin 
deeply  notched;  anal  inserted  under  posterior  part  of  soft  dorsal,  last 
spine  and  longest  ray  equal,  as  long  as  soft  dorsal;  ventral  base  under 
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second  dorsal  spine;  tip  not  roacbing  vent;  pectoral  Inroad  at  ])ase,  elon- 
gate, some  of  the  median  rays  a^iparently  branched,  the  tip  extending 
beyond  origin  of  anal.  Vent  close  to  origin  of  anal.  Scales  small,  cycloid, 
each  with  several  concentric  furrows;  scales  on  opercle,  preopercle,  and 
subopercle;  head  otherwise  scaleless.  Lateral  line  broad,  scaleless,  with 
skinny  tubes,  practically  iiarallel  with  dorsal  outline.  (Goode  & Bean.) 
Gulf  Stream  oif  coasts  of  Rhode  Island  and  North  Carolina  and  off  western 
Florida ; also  off  Barbados  in  93  to  209  fathoms,  {parmaius,  shielded,  from 
the  large  scales.) 

Setarches  parmatus,  Goode,  Proc.  T7.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  480,  young  specimen,  from  the 
“ Lopholatilus  grounds  ” in  the  Gulf  Stream  south  of  Rhode  Island,  at  Fish  Hawk 
Station  876,  lat.  39°  57'  N.,  long.  70°  56'  W.,  in  120  fathoms  (Type,  No.  28084) ; 
Goode  & Beax,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  x.  No.  5, 213, 1883;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Syn- 
opsis, 682,  1883 ; GuNTHER,  Challenger  Report,  xxii,  19  1887 ; Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic 
Ichthyology,  264,  fig.  249, 1896. 


Family  CLXXVII.  ANOPLOPOMATID^. 

(The  Skil-fishes.) 

This  family  is  closely  allied  to  the  Hexagrammidee,  differing  chiefly  in 
the  normal  development  of  the  nostrils,  which  are  formed  as  in  the  Scor- 
pevnidee  and  as  in  fishes  generally.  The  two  known  genera  differ  widely 
from  each  other.  Both  are  found  in  the  North  Pacific. 

ANOPLOPOMATIN^  : 

a.  Dorsal  fins  widely  separated;  anal  fin  with  3 spines.  Anoplopoma,  696. 

ERILEPIDINAi : 

aa.  Dorsal  fin  continuous,  deeply  notched;  anal  without  distinct  spines. 

Erilepis,  697. 


6g6.  ANOPLOPOMA,  Ayres. 

Anoplopoma,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  1859,  27  (merlangus = fimbria) . 
Scomhrocottun,  Peters,  Berliner  Monatsber.  1872,  569  {salmoneus  — fimbria). 

Body  elongate,  little  compressed,  tapering  into  a A^ery  slender  caudal 
peduncle;  head  rather  long,  the  snout  somewhat  tapering;  mouth  ter- 
minal, moderate,  the  lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  very  narrow,  slipping 
almost  entirely  under  the  preorbital;  teeth  moderate,  cardiform,  those  m 
the  lower  jaw  in  a single  series  laterally,  and  in  a narroAv  band  in  front; 
upper  jaw,  vomer,  and  palatines  each  with  a band  of  similar  teeth;  head 
entirely  scaly;  no  supraorbital  flap;  preopercle  unarmed,  its  membra- 
naceous edge  crenulate;  gill  membranes  joined  to  the  isthmus;  body 
entirely  covered  with  minute  ctenoid  scales;  lateral  line  single;  dorsals 
short,  Avell  separated,  the  first  of  slender^  flexible  spines;  second  dorsal 
shorter,  similar  to  the  anal,  which  is  preceded  by  3 weak  spines;  ven- 
trals  but  little  behind  pectorals;  caudal  fin  forked;  peritoneum  black; 
pyloric  caeca  about  2,  long  and  slender;  gill  rakers  slender,  few,  not  very 
short;  nostrils  normal,  the  posterior  well  developed.  Two  species  known ; 
large  fishes,  valued  as  food.  (aVoTrAos:,  unarmed;  operculum.) 
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2255.  ANOPLOPOMA  FIMBRIA  (Pallas). 

(Beshow;  Coal-fish  ; Skil.) 

Head  3^ ; depth  6.  D.  XXI-17 ; A.  Ill,  15 ; lateral  line  190 ; eye  7 in 
head ; snout  3 ; fourth  dorsal  sjiine  3^ ; longest  dorsal  ray  31 ; longest  anal 
ray  31;  pectoral  l-j^o ; centrals  21;  upper  caudal  lohe  l-i%.  Body  elongate, 
little  compressed,  tapering  into  a very  slender  subcylindrical,  eaudal  pe- 
duncle; head  rather  large,  conic.  Mouth  terminal,  moderate,  the  lower 
jaw  included;  maxillary  narrow,  reaching  to  below  front  of  pupil;  teeth 
cardiform,  in  moderate  bauds  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  interorbital 
over  twice  as  broad  as  eye,  very  slightly  convex ; gill  rakers  moderate, 
slender,  6-{-17 ; head  entirely  scaly;  lins  naked.  Dorsals  and  anal  high- 
est in  front;  origin  of  spinous  dorsal  behind  base  of  pectorals,  mi dway 
between  tip  of  snout  and  first  ray  of  second  dorsal,  the  fourth  spine 
highest,  the  spines  gradually  decreasing  in  length  posteriorly ; soft  dorsal 
separated  from  spinous  by  a distance  equal  to  length  of  jiectoral;  anal 
similar  to  soft  dorsal;  pectoral  sharply  rounded  behind,  reaching  slightly 
past  tip  of  anal,  not  halfway  to  vent;  ventrals  rather  short,  inserted 
slightly  behind  base  of  pectoral,  not  reaching  nearly  to  tips  of  pectorals; 
caudal  forked.  Color  slaty  black  or  grayish,  somewhat  reticulated ; white 
below,  the  young  rather  pale;  adult  nearly  black;  ventrals  and  anal 
colorless,  other  fins  dusky ; caudal  edged  with  pale ; lining  of  opercle  black. 
Usual  length  18  inches,  but  sometimes  much  larger.  Here  described  from 
a specimen  11  inches  in  length  from  Monterey.  Monterey  to  Unalaska; 
rather  common,  especially  northward.  A very  singular  and  interesting- 
fish.  It  is  rarely  used  for  food  southward,  being  rather  dry  and  tasteless. 
About  the  Straits  of  Fuca  it  becomes  very  fat  and  is  highly  appreciated. 
(fimbria,  fringe.) 

Pallas,  Zoogr.  Bosso-Asiat.,  Ill,  200, 1811,  no  exact  locality  given;  probably 
Aleutian  Islands. 

Anoplopoma  merlang^ts,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1859,  27,  San  Francisco  market. 
Scombrocottns  salmoneus,  Peters,  Berlin.  Monatsber.  1872,  569,  Vancouver  Island. 
Anoplopoma  fimbria,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  650,  1883. 


697.  ERILEPIS,  Gill. 

Erileins,  Gill,  Science,  Jan.  26, 1894,  54  (zonifer) . 

Myriolepis,  Lockington,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  248  (zonifer) ; name  preoccupied  by 
Myriolepis,  Egerton,  1864,  a genus  of  fossil  fishes. 

Body  oblong,  somewhat  compressed.  Head  heavy.  Mouth  moderate, 
the  lower  jaw  slightly  projecting;  lioth  jaws  with  bands  of  slender,  sharp 
teeth,  the  front  teeth  slightly  enlarged;  similar  teeth  on  vomer  and  pala- 
tines; preopercle  entire;  no  dermal  flaps.  Nostrils  2 on  each  side.  Gill 
rakers  short;  gill  membranes  very  narrowly  joined  to  the  isthmus. 
Scales  small,  ctenoid,  everywhere  covering  the  head  and  body  and  the 
soft  parts  of  most  of  the  fins.  Lateral  line  single.  Dorsal  fin  deeply 
eniarginate,  the  spines  about  15  in  number.  Anal  rather  short,  without 
distinct  spines,  (epi,  an  intensive  particle;  Xs7ti<i,  scale.) 
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2256.  EIULEPIS  ZO\IFEll  (Lookiiigton). 

Head  4 in  total  length  Avith  caudal;  depth  3f.  D.  XIV-T,  15;  A,  II,  11; 
lateral  line  130.  Head  everywhere  densely  scaly,  the  only  naked  areas  on 
the  head  being  the  lips  and  the  folds  of  the  gill  imsmbraues.  Scales  on  body 
largest  posteriorly,  small  on  head  and  chest.  Vertical  fins,  except  the 
spinous  dorsal,  covered  nearly  to  the  tij)S  of  the  rays  with  small  scales; 
external  surfaces  of  paired  fins  similarly  scaly;  spinous  dorsal  with  a few 
scales.  Pectorals  broad,  lanceolate,  not  reaching  the  vent ; fourth  dorsal 
spine  longest,  the  others  diminishing  regularly  to  the  twelfth.  Eyes  lat- 
eral, shorter  than  snout;  interorbital  space  broad,  slightly  convex;  max- 
illary nearly  reaching  to  below  middle  of  pupil;  teeth  slender,  sharp, 
recurved,  in  several  rows  on  front  of  jaws,  in  a single  row  at  sides;  v^omer 
and  palatines  with  teeth;  gill  rakers  short;  gill  membranes  united, 
attached  to  isthmus  except  at  posterior  margin ; interorbital  slightly  con- 
vex ; pectoral  reaching  to  below  base  of  eleventh  dorsal  spine ; A^entrals 
inserted  a little  behind  pectorals.  Black  above,  Avhitish  below,  with  4 
broad  black  bars  on  the  sides,  the  first  over  the  pectorals,  the  second  ante- 
rior to  the  vent,  almost  encircling  the  body,  the  third  near  the  base  of  the 
anal,  and  the  fourth  encircling  the  caudal  peduncle;  a black  bar  at  base  of 
caudal  and  2 across  the  fin ; other  fins  blotched  and  banded  with  light 
and  dark;  ctenoid  tips  of  the  scales  white.  Length  a foot.  Monterey 
Bay,  Calfornia;  1 specimen  known,  the  above  account  taken  from  the 
type,  {zona,  zone;  fero,  I bear.) 

Myriolepis  zonifer,  Lockington,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  248,  Monterey  (Coll.  W.  N. 

Lockington) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  649,  1883. 

Family  CLXXVIII.  HEXAGRAMMID.E. 

(The  Greenlings.) 

Body  elongate,  covered  with  small  scales,  which  are  ctenoid  or  cycloid; 
head  conical,  scaly,  the  cranium  without  spinous  ridges  above;  preopercle 
usually  more  or  less  armed,  sometimes  with  entire  edges;  third  suborbital 
developed  as  a bony  stay  articulating  with  the  preopercle;  mouth  large, 
with  acute  teeth  in  the  jaws,  and  usually  on  vomer  or  palatines;  nostril 
single  on  each  side,  the  iiosterior  opening  reduced  to  a minute  pore ; gills  4, 
a long  slit  behind  the  fourth ; gill  membranes  separate  or  united,  usually 
free  from  the  isthmus;  branchiostegals  6 or  7;  pseudobranchiie  well  devel- 
oped. Dorsal  fin  continuous  or  divided,  the  anterior  half  of  many  slender 
spines;  anal  fin  long,  with  or  Avithout  spines;  A'entrals  I,  5,  inserted  more 
or  less  behind  the  jiectorals ; pectorals  broad,  usually  Avith  jirocurrent  base, 
the  lower  rays  simple,  more  or  less  thickened ; lateral  line  present,  some- 
times several  series  of  pores  deA^eloped;  vertebra3  numerous;  pyloric  caica. 
Carnivorous  fishes,  mostly  of  large  size,  Ihung  in  kelp  and  about  rocks  in 
the  North  Pacific ; some  of  them  highly  valued  as  food.  Genera  6,  2 of  them 
found  only  in  Japan.  The  4 subfamilies  are  each  A^ery  strongly  marked, 
and  each  might  Avithout  violence  be  regarded  as  type  of  a distinct  family. 
{Trujlidw  Hetcrolejyidina,  Giinther,  Cat.,  ii,  90  to  95.) 
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a.  Dorsal  fins  contiguous  or  connected. 

&.  Anal  fin  very  long,  its  rays  20  or  more, 

c.  Anal  fin  -without  spines. 

HEXAGRA:iDnN^ : 

d.  Gill  membranes  broadly  united;  mouth  moderate,  the  jaiws  -svith  an  outer 
series  of  stronger  teeth,  but  no  canines, 

e.  Lateral  lines  * 4 or  more  on  each  side. 

/.  Dorsal  fin  continuous,  or  slightly  emarginate. 

Pleubograsimus,  698. 

Sf.  Dorsal  fin  -with  the  spines  separated  from  the  soft  rays  by  a deep 
notch.  Hexagbammos,  699. 

OPHIOGOXTlXiE : 

dd.  Gill  membranes  not  connected ; mouth  large,  the  ja-ws  armed -with  strong 
canines ; lateral  line  single  on  each  side ; scales  cycloid ; preopercle 
armed.  Ophiodon,  700. 

cc.  Anal  fin  with  3 stout  spines. 

ZaNIOLEPIDIX^  : 

g.  GiU  membranes  scarcely  united;  spinous  dorsal  greatly  elevated  in  front; 
scales  very  rough.  Zaxiolepis,  701. 

Oxtlebiixj:  : 

gg.  Gni  membranes  broadly  united;  dorsal  spines  lo-w,  stift';  head  pointed. 

Oxylebius,  702. 

698.  PLEUROGRAMMUS,  Gill. 

(Atka  Fishes.) 

PleurogrammurS,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  PhUa.  1861, 166  (monopterygius). 

This  genus  differs  from  Hcxagrammos  mainly  in  the  character  of  the 
dorsal  fins,  the  high  spines  being  continuous  Tvith  the  soft  rays.  Scales 
ctenoid.  Lateral  lines  5 on  each  side.  The  single  sj)ecies  known  is  highly 
valued  as  a food-fish,  its  ffesh  being  rich  and  tender.  {TtXsvpoi',  side; 
ypapf-ii),  line.) 

2'2o7.  PLEUKOGR.OIMI  S .IIOXOPTERYGIUS  (Pallas). 

(Atka-fish.)  t 

Head  4 in  length  of  body ; depth  4;  D.  XXI,  25;  A.  24;  lateral  line  210, 
pores  143;  eye  5 in  head;  maxillary  21 ; snout  34;  interorbital  3^;  highest 
dorsal  spine  If;  highest  anal  ray  24;  pectorals  14;  veiitrals  If ; caudal  lobe 
14 ; gill  rakers  6 22.  Body  rather  stout,  little  compressed ; head  not 

large,  the  profile  rather  steep ; mouth  moderate,  below  the  axis ; maxillary 
extending  to  below  anterior  edge  of  pupil;  jaws  subequal,  the  teeth  cardi- 
form,  in  rather  broad  bands  on  front  of  jaws,  the  outer  series  slightly 
enlarged,  a single  row  on  sides;  teeth  on  vomer  and  a few  asperites  on 
palatines;  interorbital  wide  and  evenly  convex.  Scales  small,  ctenoid; 
top  of  head  to  just  in  front  of  nostrils  scaled;  cheeks  and  opercles  with 
scales ; tip  of  snout,  jireorbital,  suborbital  stay,  maxillaries,  mandible,  and 
a space  around  edge  of  preopercle  naked;  scales  running  up  the  base  of 


* Lateral  line  single  in  the  Japanese  genus,  Agrammus. 

t Commercially  known  as  ‘‘Atka  mackerel,"  It  is,  however,  not  a mackerel,  nor  has  it 
any  resemblance  to  one. 
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pectorals  and  caudal,  fins  otherwise  naked.  Five  lateral  lines;  the  first 
following  the  curve  of  the  back,  running  from  nape  to  upper  edge  of  caudal 
fin,  joining  its  fellow  of  the  opposite  side  in  front  of  dorsal  but  not  con- 
continued  forward,  its  distance  below  dorsal  fin  anteriorly  equal  to  ^ eye; 
the  second  running  from  upper  part  of  gill  opening  to  middle  of  caudal 
fin ; the  third  running  from  a point  on  side,  on  level  with  lower  edge  of 
pectoral  and  between  tips  of  pectoral  and  ventral,  to  the  beginning  of 
jiosterior  fourth  of  anal  base;  the  fourth  from  gill  opening  running  just 
above  base  of  ventrals  to  a short  distance  beyond  their  tips ; the  fifth 
running  above  base  of  anal  to  lower  part  of  caudal,  anteriorly  undulating- 
on  belly  and  joining  its  fellow  of  the  opposite  side,  just  behind  base  of 
ventrals,  and  continuing  forward  simply  between  ventrals  to  throat. 
Origin  of  spinous  dorsal  above  ui)per  end  of  gill  slit  continuous  with 
soft  dorsal,  no  notch  between  them;  first  anal  ray  a little  nearer  base  of 
caudal  than  posterior  orbital  rim,  coterminous  with  soft  dorsal;  pectorals 
broad  and  short,  evenly  rounded  behind,  reaching  to  below  the  base  of  the 
fourteenth  dorsal  si)iue;  ventrals  inserted  behind  pectorals  a distance 
equal  to  length  of  snout,  their  tips  reaching  just  past  tips  of  pectorals,  or 
^ distance  to  vent;  caudal  forked,  the  lobes  about  equal.  Ground  color 
in  life,  of  male  18  inches  long,  pale  dirty  yellowish;  head  mottled  with 
darker;  anterior  part  of  body  with  a few  large  black  blotches;  side 
crossed  by  5 black  cross  bars,  the  first,  which  is  narrower  and  less  distinct 
than  the  others,  extending  from  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  dorsal  spines 
downward  to  below  middle  of  pectoral  fin;  the  second,  f inch  wide, 
extends  from  the  eighteenth  to  twentieth  dorsal  sxiines  downward,  its 
lower  end  lying  under  the  pectoral,  its  posterior  edge  flush  with  the  tip 
of  that  fin;  the  third  lies  about  4 inch  farther  back  and  is  about  } inch 
wide,  its  upper  part  indistinct  and  it  does  not  extend  so  low  on  belly  as 
the  second;  fourth  bar  very  broad  (1^  to  2 inches),  broken  and  irregular 
at  top  but  blackest  and  widest  at  the  bottom,  where  it  stretches  from  the 
sixth  to  the  sixteenth  anal  ray;  the  fifth  and  last  bar  (1:^  inches  wide) 
lies  between  the  last  5 dorsal  and  the  last  9 anal  rays;  above,  this  bar 
extends  over  the  caudal  peduncle  and  back  almost  to  the  caudal  fin ; all 
these  black  bars  are  continued  upon  the  dorsal  fin,  the  fourth  and  fifth 
most  plainly;  rest  of  dorsal  fin  pale  yellowish,  the  margin  with  a very 
narrow  black  border  throughout  its  entire  length,  darkest  posteriori}*; 
pectoral  reddish  at  base  and  above,  black  below  and  at  tip;  ventrals 
black,  reddish  at  base;  anal  black  throughont;  caudal  reddish;  lower 
parts  white.  Another  specimen  of  same  size  had  the  following  colors : 
Ground  color  pale  chrome  yellow,  area  above  second  lateral  line  somewhat 
dusky;  bright  chrome  yellow  below  second  lateral  line;  vertical  bars  not 
so  dark  as  in  the  other  specimen  described ; dorsal  fin  uniform  light  orange, 
with  a very  narrow  black  border  beginning  on  the  membrane  between 
the  fifth  and  sixth  spines  and  continuing  to  posterior  end  of  fin ; pectoral 
clouded  orange  or  amber  above,  black  below  tenth  ray,  paler  at  base; 
axil  pale  yellow;  anal  black,  a little  lemon  at  base  in  front  and  between 
fifteenth  and  eighteenth  rays;  ventrals  black,  yellow  at  base;  caudal 
light  orange ; branchiostegal  membranes  white  and  pale  lemon,  a little 
3030 40 
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dusky  ou  outer  parts.  Besides  these  2 patterns  of  coloration,  of  which 
the  first  is  the  more  common,  some  individuals  are  dirtj'  gray  with  the 
bars  not  well  defined.  North  Pacific;  abundant  about  certain  of  the 
Aleutian  Islands,  particularly  Atka  and  Attu,  rather  rare  at  Unalaska  and 
about  the  Pribilof  Islands,  but  erratic  in  its  movements,  ranging  east  to 
Belkofski ; found  in  the  kelp  in  3 to  40  fathoms  in  spring  and  early  summer, 
when  it  can  be  readily  caught  by  jigging.  It  reaches  a length  of  18  inches 
or  more  and  a weight  of  3 to  4 pounds.  A most  beautiful  fish  of  excellent 
food  ([ualities,  especially  excellent  when  salted;  destined  to  become  of 
commercial  importance.  Here  described  from  numerous  specimens  taken 
at  Attu  Island,  May  28,  1892  (Coll.  Evermauuj.  {n6vo<^,  one;  nrEpvyiov, 
fin.) 

Labrax  monopterygius,  Pallas,  M6m.  Acad.  Sci.  Petersb.,  n,  39],  pi.  23,  fig.  1,  1810, 
Unalaska;  PALLAS,  Zoogr.  Eosso-Asiat.,  iii,  281, 1811. 

Chirus  monopterygius,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  92, 1860. 

Ilexagrammus  monopterygius,  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Sy  nopsis,  642,  1883. 

Fleurogrammus  monopterygius.  Turner,  Coutr.  Nat.  Hist.  Alaska,  ii,  96, 1886. 


699.  HEXAGRAMMOS  (Steller)  Tilesius. 

(Rock  Trout;  Greenlings.) 

Fodecagrammos,  Steller,  in  Krasheniimikof,  Eeise  in  Kamchatka,  175,  1750  (nonbino- 
mial). 

Ilexagrammos,  Steller  MS. 

Hexagrammos,  Tilesius,  Act.  Acad.  Petrop.,  ii.  335,  1809  (atper). 

Labrax  (Steller  MS.)  Pallas,  M6m.  Acad.  Petersb.,  n,  382,  1810  (lagocephalus) . 

Eeiias  (Steller  MS.)  Pallas,  Zoographia  Eosso-Asiat.,  iii,  279,  1811  {superciUosus). 
Chirus  (Steller  MS.)  Pallas,  Zoographia  Eosso-Asiat.,  iii,  279,  1811  (superciliosus) . 
Chirus,  Cuvier,  Eegne  Anim.,  Ed.  ii,  vol.  2,  249, 1829  (superciliosus) . 

Chiropsis,  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  E.  E.  Surv.,  x.  Fishes,  42, 1858  (consteUatus) . 

Octogrammus,  Bleeker,  Yersl.  Ak.  Amat.,  vi,  1370,1874  (octogrammus). 

Grammatopleurus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phil.  1861,  166  (lagocephalus). 

Acantholebius,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phil.  1861, 166  (nebulosus;  specimen  with  the  soft 
dorsal  injured,  the  numher  of  spines  apparently  increased). 

Body  oblong,  somewhat  compressed.  Head  subconical,  blunt  in  profile. 
Mouth  rather  small,  horizontal;  jaws  with  bauds  of  moderate  sized,  coni- 
cal teeth,  the  outer  row  enlarged ; teeth  on  vomer,  and  usually  but  not 
always,  a small  patch  on  the  palatines;  preopercle  unarmed;  a fringed 
supraorbital  cirrus,  large  or  small;  gill  membranes  broadly  connected, 
free  from  the  isthmus;  gill  rakers  short,  tubercle-like.  Scales  small, 
mostly  ctenoid,  sometimes  partly  or  wholly  cycloid;  head  more  or  less 
scaly,  without  spines;  nostril  simple,  round,  with  a pore  behind  it. 
Lateral  lines  usually  5 on  each  side.  Dorsal  fin  long,  with  a deep  emar- 
gination  between  the  spines  and  the  soft  rays;  dorsal  spines  slender, 
19  to  22  in  number;  anal  fin  elongate,  with  a single  rudimentary  spine; 
rays  of  pectorals  and  anal  exserted  and  almost  simple;  yiectoral  rounded, 
with  broad,  procurrent  base,  the  rays  thick;  ventrals  well  developed, 
placed  at  a considerable  distance  behind  the  root  of  the  pectorals; 
caudal  subtruncate.  Branchiostegals  6.  Pyloric  cieca  numerous  (about 
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13).  No  air  l)ladder.  Species  of  rather  large  si/o  aud  bright  coloration; 
abundant  in  the  North  Pacific  on  both  shores,  extending  southward  from 
Bering  Sea.  six;  line.) 

a.  Cheeks  and  opercles  fully  invested  with  cycloid  scales,  including  area  overlying 
suborhital  stay.  Two  pairs  of  cutaneous  flaps  on  head. 

DECAGKAMiMUS,  22.08. 

aa.  Cheeks  not  fully  scaled,  at  least  the  area  over  suborhital  stay  naked.  No  flap  on 
occii)ut. 

h.  Fourth  line  of  pores  forking  in  advance  of  base  of  ventrals,  the  lower  branch 
running  to  base  of  anal  tin.  octogkammus,  2259. 

6&.  Fourth  lino  of  pores  simple,  passing  close  to  ventral  fin. 

c.  Cheeks  and  opercles  largely  naked,  a patch  of  scales  on  upper  portions 
of  cheek  and  opercles,  and  a small  patch  sometimes  present  on  mid- 
dle of  cheek.  stelleri,  2260. 

cc.  Cheeks  and  opercles  largely  scaled,  the  subocular  ring,  the  region  over- 
lying  the  suborhital  stay,  and  the  interopercle  alone  naked. 

d.  Supraorbital  flap  long  and  slender,  densely  fringed,  its  length  about 
equal  to  the  vertical  diameter  of  orbit;  scales  largely  smooth 
posteriorly  in  the  adult.  superciliosus,  2261. 

dd.  Supraorbital  flap  small,  little  if  at  all  longer  than  diameter  of  pupil. 

e.  Caudal  very  broad,  the  posterior  margin  convex  even  in  the 
closed  fin ; scales  smooth  in  adult.  lagocephalus,  2262. 
ee.  Caudal  narrower  than  in  II.  lagocephalus,  the  posterior  edge 
emarginate  when  fin  is  closed.  Scales  smaller  than  in 
any  other  species,  those  on  sides  of  head  and  breast 
minute,  nearly  uniform,  less  than  \ the  size  of  those  on 
sides  of  body ; 11  or  12  scales  in  an  oblique  series  between 
second  and  third  lines;  scales  on  mid-ventral  region 
breast,  prepectoral  area,  and  sides  of  head,  smooth,  all 
others  strongly  ctenoid  throughout  life;  first  lateral  line 
extending  beyond  middle  of  second  dorsal;  fourth  line 
short,  not  reaching  tips  of  ventrals;  fifth  line  forking 
behind  middle  of  ventrals.  Eye  large,  4|  in  head. 
Supraorbital  tentacle  very  small.  Anterior  teeth  in  jaws 
much  enlarged,  canine-like.  Palatines  toothless.  Fin 
membranes  thin.  Dorsal  low,  less  deeply  notched  than 
usual.  Color  brown,  blotched  and  barred  Avith  darker, 
many  of  the  scales  each  Avith  a silvery  spot;  no  radiating 
streaks  about  eye;  black  blotches  on  dorsal  fin  corre- 
sponding to  a similar  number  on  back  along  base  of  dor- 
sal. D.  XX,  23;  A.  21.  Size  small.  KnoAvn  only  from 
Japan.  h.  otakii.* 

2258.  IIEXA(JK.iMMOS  DEC.iGRAMMUS  (Pallas). 

(Rock  Trout;  Boregat;  Bodieron.) 

Head  4J;  depth  4.  D.  XXI,  24;  A.  I,  23;  scales  112.  Body  elevated  at 
the  shoulders,  descending  rather  steeply  at  the  nape;  maxillary  not  reach- 
ing middle  of  eye;  a very  few  teeth  on  front  of  palatines;  supraocular 
flap  smaller  than  in  other  species,  shorter  than  pupil.  Cheeks  and  opercles 
entirely  scaled;  scales  on  the  body  all  strongly  ctenoid.  Snout,  jaws,  pre- 
orbital,  interopercle,  and  adjacent  j)ortion  of  preopercle  scaleless;  breast 

* Tlexagrammus  otakii,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  800,  Yokohama. 
(Coll.  Keinosuke  Otaki.) 
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and  prepectoral  area  'with  cycloid  scales,  much  less  than  ^ the  size  of 
those  on  sides;  scales  elsewhere  ctenoid;  10  or  11  scales  in  an  oblique 
series  between  lateral  line  and  the  one  above  it ; uppermost  lateral  line 
forking  on  the  nape,  the  branches  running  to  opposite  the  middle  of  the 
second  dorsal;  the  second  lateral  line  to  upper  edge  of  tail;  the  third  to 
middle  of  tail;  the  uubrauched  fourth  to  a little  beyond  the  middle  of 
anal;  the  fifth  to  lower  edge  of  tail ; the  fourth  beginning  near  the  lower 
edge  of  the  pectorals  and  undulating  opposite  the  ventrals,  the  lowermost 
on  each  side  joining  just  in  front  of  the  vent,  and  proceeding  on  the 
median  line  to  the  middle  of  the  breast.  Pectorals  and  ventrals  large; 
caudal  slightly  emarginate;  membranes  of  soft  dorsal  and  caudal  densely 
scaled  for  more  than  height  of  fin.  Two  pairs  of  cutaneous  flaps  on 
head,  the  usual  supraocular  pair,  less  than  diameter  of  pupil,  and  a 
much  smaller  occipital  pair  which  is  present  in  no  other  species;  dorsal 
high,  deeply  notched;  caudal  emarginate  when  closed,  slightly  convex 
when  widely  spread.  Adults  brightly  colored,  the  males  with  large  sky- 
blue  spots,  the  females  with  smaller  red  or  orange  spots.  Young  sometimes 
plain  brown,  with  dark  plain  humeral  spot.  Males  clear  brownish  olive 
of  varying  shade,  often  tinged  with  bluish  or  coppery  and  vaguely  blotched, 
often  with  small  blue  spots;  head  and  anterior  part  of  body  with  rather 
large  sky-blue  spots,  each  surrounded  by  a rusty  ring,  these  smaller  and 
more  numerous  on  the  top  of  the  head;  lips  with  bluish  spots;  upper  fins 
brown,  mottled;  ventrals  and  anal  dusky  bluish;  pectorals  dark,  both 
rays  and  membranes  crossed  by  sharply  defined  whitish  reticulations,  so 
that  the  fins  appear  to  be  profusely  spotted  with  Avhite.  Females  brownish, 
somewhat  tinged  with  reddish,  closely  covered  with  round  spots  of  a red- 
dish brown;  these  spots  usually  quite  small  and  uniform  over  the  whole 
back  and  sides;  dorsal  fin  spotted  on  the  scaly  part,  the  fins  otherwise 
plain  reddish  or  bluish,  the  ventrals  usually  dusky;  pectorals  light  orange, 
without  markings.  Other  females  maculoseriatus”)  have  the  ground  color 
slaty  blue,  with  rows  of  round  orange  spots  considerably  larger  than  usual, 
and  becoming  vermiculations  on  the  head ; dorsal  fin  orange,  clouded  at 
base  with  blue;  soft  dorsal  edged  with  bluish;  pectorals  plain  orange; 
belly  white.  These  vary  into  the  ordinary  type.  Both  types  were  found  in 
abundance  at  Sitka.  Length  18  inches.  North  Pacific;  abundant  from 
Point  Concepcion  to  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska;  especially  about  San  Fran- 
cisco, a common  food-fish ; the  sexes  very  unlike,  the  females  varying  much 
in  color;  the  males  very  uniform,  (denez,  ten;  ypapif.in,  line.) 

Lahrax  decagrammus,  Pallas,  Mem.  Ac.  Petersb.,  ll,  386,  pi.  22,  fig.  2,  female,  1810,  St. 

Elias  Bay  (Coll.  Joseph  Billings) ; Pallas,  Zoogr.  Bosso-Asiat.,  iii,  278,  1811. 

Chirus  guttatus,  Gikard,  Proc.  Ac.  Bat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  132,  female,  San  Francisco. 

(Types,  Nos.  269,  270.  Coll.  Dr.  Heermann,  and  Lieut.  Trowbridge ; No.  271,  Astoria, 

Oregon.  Coll. Lieut.  Trowbridge). 

Grystes  lineaiits,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.,  l,  1854,  9,  San  Francisco.  (Coll.  W.  O. 

Ayres.) 

Chiropsis  constellatus,  Gir^yru,  U.  S.  Pac.  B.  B.  Surv.,  x.  Fish.,  42, 1858,  male,  San  Francisco. 

(Types,  Nos.  263,  264,  265,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Dr.  Kennedy,  Dr.  Heermann,  and  Lieut.. 

Trowbridge.) 

Chirus  maculoseriatus,  Lockington,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  1880,  55,  San  Francisco,  female 

with  large  spots.  (Coll.  Lockington.) 
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Chiropsis  guttatus,  Gieard,  IT.  S.  Pac.  P.  E.  Surv.,  x,  Fish.,  44, 1858. 

Chirus  decagramvnts,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  92,  1860. 

Chirus  constellatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  92,  1860. 

Hexagrammus  decagravimus,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  645,  1883. 

2251).  HEX.40RAMMOS  OCTOGRAMMUS  (Pallas). 

(Alaska  Greenfish.) 

D.  XIX,  23;  A.  24;  P.  19.  Body  lanceolate ; head  conic,  compressed; 
snout  obtuse,  the  upper  jaw  the  longer ; eyes  large ; gill  uiembrane  notched ; 
the  vertex  and  opercles  finely  scpjy;  scales  on  body  moderate,  very  rough 
as  in  Hcxagravimos  steUeri.  Dorsal  suhcontinuous.  Lateral  lines  4,  the 
first  and  second  along  the  hack  parallel  with  the  median  lateral  line 
from  head;  the  first  chain-like;  the  second  conspicuous,  disajipeariug 
near  end  of  soft  dorsal;  the  third  from  gill  opening  ending  oiiposite  the 
middle  of  caudal  fin ; the  other  from  throat  to  caudal  joining  its  fellow  of 
the  opposite  side  and  running  simple  forward  to  throat.  Body  yellow- 
ish below,  above  and  on  dorsal  with  many  dark  spots;  back  suboliva- 
ceous;  first  dorsal  reddish,  second  Avith  dark  spots;  pectoral  translucent; 
ventrals  tipped  with  black.  Found  around  Kamchatka  in  the  Bay  of 
Avatcha,  and  the  port  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  and  not  less  abundant 
around  the  Aleutian  Islands;  called  Tcrpugh  (file)  on  account  of  the 
roughness  of  its  scales;  called  in  Aleutian  Idgajak.  Collected  by  D.  Merk. 
(Pallas.)  Dr.  Gilbert  has  the  following  notes  on  this  species:  This 

species  is  closely  related  to  II.  sfellcri,  differing  conspicuously  in  shape, 
color,  and  fin  formuhe,  II.  stelleri  is  very  slender  in  shape,  tapering  rap- 
idly from  below  front  of  spinous  dorsal  backward  to  the  very  slender 
caudal  peduncle.  In  II.  ociogrammuH  the  depth  is  greater  and  diminishes 
very  slowly  backward,  the  body  tapering  gradually  into  a high  com- 
pres.sed  caudal  peduncle.  The  vertical  height  of  the  latter  equals  dis- 
tance from  the  tip  of  snout  to  the  middle  or  beyond  middle  of  eye  in  H. 
octjgrammus,  while  the  same  measurement  is  less  than  length  of  snout  in 
H.  steUeri.  In  II.  octogrammns  the  snout  is  shorter  and  more  bluntly 
rounded,  tlie  eye  is  smaller,  the  mouth  smaller,  and  the  cheek  shorter  and 
wider.  The  s(|uamation  is  also  more  complete,  the  cheek  being  entirely 
invested,  except  for  the  area  immediately  overlying  the  suborbital  stay. 
(Gilbert.)  The  following  notes  are  taken  from  specimens  recently  col- 
lected: Fourth  line  of  pores  forking  in  advance  of  base  of  ventrals,  the 
lower  branch  running  to  base  of  anal  fin,  where  it  ends,  the  upper  branch 
usually  short,  ending  opposite  middle  of  ventrals,  rarely  longer.  Second 
line  reaching  middle  of  second  dorsal.  Scales  very  roughly  ctenoid, 
except  on  breast,  prepectoral  region,  and  sides  of  head;  7 or  8 scales  in 
an  oblicjne  series  between  median  lateral  line  and  the  one  above  it.  Lower 
line  forked  in  front  of  middle  of  ventral  fin.  Caudal  densely  covered  with 
comparatively  large  scales  to  behind  middle  of  fin,  the  scales  in  single 
series  except  on  middle  rays.  Supraorbital  flap  large,  coarsely  fringed, 
equaling  or  exceeding  vertical  diameter  of  eye.  Eye  very  small,  5|  in 
head  in  adults.  Caudal  peduncle  deep,  its  depth  greater  than  length  of 
snout;  the  caudal  fin  very  broad,  rounded  behind,  even  when  the  fin  is 
closed.  Dorsals  deeply  notched.  Adults  usually  deep  brown,  with  black- 


1870 


Bulletm  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


isli  mottlings  and  more  or  less  distinct  traces  of  radiating  streaks  around 
the  eye,  and  a round,  dusky,  linmeral  spot.  Younger  individuals  are 
often  lighter,  resembling  K.  stelleri,  with  small  silvery  spots  on  sides,  and 
reddish  fins,  often  showing  very  conspicuously  the  7 V-shaped  or  quad- 
rate blackish  blotches  at  base  of  dorsal  fin,  and  5 black  radii  diverging 
from  eye.  The  anal  fin  is  usually  black  in  adults,  but  often  shows  oblique 
cross  bands  in  the  young.  This  species  as  now  understood  is  found  among 
the  Aleutian  Islands  and  westward  to  Kamchatka.  It  is  abundant  about 
IJnalaska  and  was  obtained  by  Dr.  Stejueger  at  Petropaulski.  The  com- 
monest shore  form  ^ of  the  genus  in  Bering  Sea.  Specimens  were  taken 
at  Unalaska,  Petropaulski,  Robben  Island,  and  Iturup  Island.  {ouTcb, 
eight; 

Labrax  octogrammus.  Pallas,  Zoogr.  Ilosso-Asiat.,  iii,  283,  1811,  Kamchatka,  Petro- 
paulski and  Avatcha  Bay.  (Coll.  Mex’k.) 

Chvnis  ordinatus,\  Cope,  Proc.  Amer.  Philos.  Soc.  Phila.  1873,  28,  Unalaska.  (Coll.  Prof. 
Geo.  Davidson). 

Octograinmus  pallasi,  Bleeker,  Versl.  Ak.  Ainst.,  vi,  1370;  after  Pallas. 

Chims  octogram'tmis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  n,  92,  1860. 

Hexagrammus  ordinatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  642,  1883. 


* Th  is  species  has  been  currently  known  as  H.  ordinatus.  "We  make  the  identification  with 
octogrammus  for  the  following  reasons : (a)  It  occurs  abundantly  at  the  type  locality  for 
octogrammus,  and  so  closely  resembles  U.  asjjer  as  to  often  require  close  scrutiny  to  oepa- 
rate  the  two  species.  According  to  Pallas,  octogrammus  and  asper  are  not  considered 
distinct  by  the  natives,  and  weie  even  confounded  by  Steller.  (h)  Octogrammus  is  said 
to  be  abundant  throughout  the  Kamchatkan  region  and  the  Aleutian  Islands.  Yet  if  not 
ordina^ws  it  is  not  to  be  identified  with  any  known  species,  and  must  have  escaped  the 
notice  of  all  recent  collectors,  (c)  Octogrammus  is  described  as  having  19  dorsal  spines 
and  24  anal  rays.  This  is  the  usual  formula  for  ordinatus,  while  no  other  species  is 
known  to  have  as  few  as  19  spines.  Tlie  only  important  element  in  the  description  of 
ocioprflmmws  which  fails  to  apply  to  ordinatus  is  the  squamation  of  the  cheeks.  Octo- 
grammus  is  said  to  have  the  subocular  lamella  minutely  scaled,  while  in  all  species 
except  if.  decaprrtUiXRRS  the  suborbital  ring,  as  well  as  the  suborbital  stay,  is  scaleless. 
The  ])resent  species  shows  some  variation  in  the  squamation  of  the  opercles.  The  lower 
portion  of  subopercle  is  usually  naked  in  our  specimens,  but  is  in  some  of  them  com- 
pletely scaled.  There  may  be  exceptionally  a few  scales  on  adjacent  edge  of  interopercle. 
AVe  append  fin  counts  in  14  specimens : 


D. 

A. 

P. 

Locality. 

XIX,  22 

23 

18 

Shana  Bay,  Iturup  Island. 

XIX,  23 

24 

19 

Do. 

XIX,  23 

24 

19 

Do. 

XIX,  23 

24 

19 

Do. 

XIX,  23 

24 

i 20 

Do. 

XIX,  23 

25 

. 19 

Do. 

XX,  22 

24 

19 

Do. 

XX,  23 

24 

19 

Do. 

XIX.  23 

24 

18 

Petropaulski. 

XIX,  24 

24 

18 

Do. 

XIX,  24 

24 

19 

Do. 

XIX,  24 

25 

18 

Do. 

XX,  23 

23 

18 

Do. 

XX,  23 

23 

20 

Do. 

t The  following  is  the  substance  of  Cope’s  description  of  C.  ordinatus: 

Head  4J;  depth  4;  eye  5 in  head.  If  in  snout,  in  interorbital  space;  D.  XIX,  24;  A, 
26,  C.  17;  P.  18;  scales  13-94-34;  branchiostegals  6.  Dorsal  fins  not  very  elevated,  con- 
tinuous, but  well  notched  at  point  of  union  the  two;  a dentate  fiap  above  each  eye; 
lateral  lines  of  pores  5,  only  3 of  which  extend  to  the  basis  of  the  caudal  fin,  viz,  the 
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HEXAGUAJIMOS  STELLEKI,  Tilesius. 

(Greenling.) 

Head  3^;  depth  4i.  D.  XXIII  (XXII  to  XX  Y),  19  to  21;  A.  23  or  24; 
scales  110.  Form  rather  slender.  Maxillary  reaching  past  front  of  eye, 
about  to  pupil.  No  teeth  on  palatines.  Scales  all  strongly  ctenoid,  except 
on  sides  of  head;  cheeks  and  opercles  largely  naked,  a patch  of  scales  on 
upper  portions  of  cheek  and  opercles,  and  a small  patch  sometimes  pres- 
ent on  middle  of  cheek.  First  and  fourth  lateral  lines  very  short,  varia- 
ble, the  first  rarely  extending  beyond  middle  of  spinous  dorsal,  the  fourth 
to  middle  of  ventrals,  rarely  beyond ; lower  line  forked  in  front  of  mid- 
dle of  ventrals.  Caudal  fin  narrow,  emarginate  when  closed,  less  densely 
scaled  than  in  other  species,  the  scales  large,  in  single  series;  commonly  9 
scales  in  an  oblique  series  between  median  line  and  the  one  above  it ; scales 
on  sides  of  head,  breast,  and  prepectoral  area  smooth,  elsewhere  strongly 
ctenoid.  Dorsal  fins  less  deeply  notched;  caudal  peduncle  narrow,  the 
depth  less  than  length  of  snout.  Supraocular  flap  small,  shorter  than 
diameter  of  pupil.  Color  in  varying  shades  of  gray  and  brown  or  light 
reddish,  blotched,  marbled,  or  barred  with  dusky,  and  usiTally  with  numer- 
ous round  silvery  spots  nearly  as  large  as  i^upil.  In  brightly  marked  speci- 
mens there  is  a series  of  quadrate  dusky  blotches  along  base  of  dorsal  fin, 
continued  on  base  of  fin,  much  as  in  TL.  octofirammus.  Like  the  latter,  there  > 
are  radiating  dark  streaks  around  the  eye,  of  which  the  2 anterior  are 
the  most  conspicuous  and  permanent;  no  humeral  spot.  North  Pacific* * 


second,  third,  and  fifth;  the  first  extends  to  opposite  the  middle  of  the  second  dorsal;  the 
fourth  commences  below  and  in  front  of  the  basis  of  the  pectoral,  and  extends  to  a point 
a little  behind  that  measured  by  the  extremity  of  that  fin ; the  inferior  series  of  opposite 
sides  co7iverge  and  unite  a little  behind  the  basis  of  the  ventrals  into  a single  median 
line,  which  extends  to  the  hranchiostegal  fold.  The  scales  are  elongate,  and  nearly 
truncate  distally;  on  the  sides  they  are  in  oblique  series,  but  near  the  dorsal  fin  from  3 
to  5 rows  exhibit  scales  superposed  vertically.  General  color  pale  orange,  with  ill-defined 
blackish  shade  on  the  sides,  and  7 quadrate  blackish  spots  at  the  base  of  the  dorsal  fin 
below  bright  vellow;  dorsal  and  caudal  fin  yellowish  at  base,  margins  with  a broad  black- 
ish band ; 3 black  spots  on  the  middle  of  the  first,  and  4 on  the  middle  of  the  second  dorsal 
fill;  anal  yellow,  with  7 blackish  blotches  extending  anteriorly  across  the  rays;  pectoral 
yellow,  with  brown  spots  on  the  rays  and  a black  one  at  the  base  in  front;  eye  with  5 
blacikisli  radii,  diverging,  2 anteriorly,  1 upward  and  backward,  1 backward,  and  1 down- 
ward and  backwai'd.  Length  14  inches. 

* Dr.  Gilbert  adds  the  following  notes  on  Alaska  specimens : 

“ Young  individuals  were  dredged  in  large  numbers  in  the  shallow  waters  of  Bristol 
Bay,  at  depths  of  Irom  4^  to  14A  fathoms.  Seining  parties. brought  it  in  but  once,  a single 
young  individual,  and  1 adult  appearing  at  Gnalaska  among  the  prevalent  Hexagrammos 
octogrammus.  Tlie  largest  individuals  dredged  measure  about  125  mm.;  the  adult  from 
Unalaska  345  mm.  in  length.  The  characters  of  the  species  seem  very  constant.  The 
dor.sal  varies  from  XXHL  19  to  XXIV,  21;  tlie  anal  from  23  to  24.  In  16  specimens  the 
dorsal  formula  runs  as  follows : XXIII,  19;  XXIII,  19;  XXIII,  20;  XXIII.  20  ; XXIII, 
20 ; XXIII,  20 ; XXIII,  20  ;XXIII,  20 ; XXIII,  20 ; XXIII,  21 ; XXIII,  21 ; XXIII,  21 : XXIII 
21;  XXIV,  20;  XXIV,  20;  XXIV,  20.  The  anal  fin  shows  the  following  counts  in  12 
specimens ; 23,  23,  23,  23,  23,  23, 24,  24,  24,  24, 24,  24.  The  body  in  the  young  is  much  more 
slender  than  in  71.  octngrammus,  is  lighter  in  color,  and  lacks  the  round  humeral  spot  pres- 
ent in  the  latter.  The  supraocular  Hap  is  somewhat  smaller,  the  cheek  more  extensively 
naked,  the  eye  larger,  and  the  mucous  canal  system  less  strongly  developed.  The  .snout, 
cheeks,  opercles,  and  lower  side  of  head  are  naked,  with  the  exception  of  a patch  of  .small 
loosely  imbricated  scales,  on  the  upper  posterior  part  of  cheek  and  the  upper  third  of  oper- 
cles. The  dorsal  line  of  pores  is  very  inconspicuous,  and  terminates  in  front  of  the  middle 
of  spinous  dorsal.  In  none  of  our  specimens  are  there  traces  of  a line  of  pores  on  middle  of 
sides.  The  species  can  be  distinguished  at  once  from  all  others  by  the  slender  caudal 
peduncle,  the  sliallow  notch  between  dorsals,  the  fin  formulae,  the  short  upper  line  of  pores, 
whicli  ends  under  anterior  half  of  spinous  dorsal,  the  largely  naked  cheeks  and  opercles,  the 
.simple  unbranched  fourth  lateral  line,  and  the  extreme  roughness  of  the' scales.” 
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from  Kamchatka*  and  Unalaska  to  San  Francisco;  abundant  in  Puget 
Sound,  but  rather  rare  among  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  scarcely  known 
south  of  Cape  Mendocino;  erroneously  recorded  from  Japan,  where  Hvxa- 
(jrammos  otal'ii,  Jordan  &.  Starks,  has  been  mistaken  for  it.  (Named  for 
Georg  Wilhelm  Steller,  the  indefatigable  naturalist  of  Bering’s  voyage. ) 

Hexagrammos  utelleri,  Tilesius,  Mem.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  ii,  335, 180P,  Kamchatka.  (Coll. 
Steller.) 

Hexagrammos  asper  (Steller,  MS.)  Tilesius,  Mem.  Acad.  St,  Petersb.,  ii,  1810,  340,  pi.  15, 
Kamchatka.  (Coll.  Steller.) 

Lahrax  stelleri,  Pallas,  Mem.  Acad.  St.  Peter.sb.,  ii,  395, 1810. 

Labrax  hexagrammus,  Pallas,  M6m.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  11,1810,395,  pi.  23,  fig.  3,  Petro- 
paulski,  Kamchatka  ; Pallas,  Zoogr.  Kosso-Asiat.,  Ill,  284, 1811. 

Chiropsis nebuloms,  (Jiraeu,  tJ.  S.  Pac.  P.  R.  Surv.,  x.  Fishes,  45, 1858,  Puget  Sound  and  at 
Fort  Steilacoom.  (Coll.  Dr.  Suckley.) 

Ghirus  trigramvuis,  Cope,  Proc.  Amer.  Philos.  Soc.  Phila.  1873,  29,  Unalaska. 

Labrax  hexagrammns,  Tejimixck  A Schlegel,  Fauna  Japouica,  53,  pi.  23,  1847;  not  of 
Pallas. 

Ghirus  hexagrammus,  Guxther,  Cat.  Fishes  Brit.  Mus.,  ii,  91;  in  part. 

Hexagrammus  asper,  Steindachxer,  Beitr.  Fische  Japans,  iv,  10;  not  of  Steller. 
Ghirus  hexagrammus,  Guxther,  Cat.,  n,  91, 1860. 

Ghirus  nebulosus,  Guxther,  Cat.,  ii,  93, 1860. 

Acantholebius  nebulosus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 166. 

Hexagrammos  hexagrammus,  Jordan  A Evermaxx,  Check-List  Fishes,  434, 1896. 

2201.  IIEXAGRAIDIOS  SI  PERCILIOSUS  (Pallas). 

(Red  Rock  Trout.) 

Head  4;  depth  34.  D.  XX,  23;  A.  22;  scales  107.  Body  rather  robust ; 
supraorbital  flap  long  and  slender,  densely  fringed,  its  length  about  equal- 
ing vertical  diameter  of  orbit.  Scales  mostly  cycloid,  a band  of  ctenoid 
scales  often  present  on  postaxial  region;  8 or  9 scales  in  an  oblique 
series  between  second  and  third  rows  of  pores.  A small  patch  of  teeth 
often  present  on  front  of  palatines.  First  and  fourth  lateral  lines  long, 
usually  reaching  beyond  the  middle  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal;  caudal  very 
broad,  rounded  posteriorly,  even  when  fin  is  closed,  the  membranes  covered 
basally  with  small  scales,  those  on  median  membranes  in  several  series; 
dorsals  very  deeply  notched.  Colors  usually  bright,  but  varying  through 
green,  brown,  and  bright  red,  usually  dark  green  with  large  round  red 
spots,  but  extremely  variable  and  sometimes  finely  mottled.  Bering 


* Dr.  Jordan  has  the  following  notes  on  this  species : 

“Two  s])ecimens  from  Petropaulski ; 1 young  example  from  Unalaska.  This  specie.-s 
seems  much  less  abundant  along  the  shores  of  Bering  Sea  than  H.  octogrammus  (ordina- 
tus).  The  Petropaulski  specimens  give  the  following  data:  Dorsal  XXII,  21 ; XXIII,  20; 
anal  23, 24  ; pectoral  20.  Cheek  scaled  above  and  behind  the  suborbital  stay,  naked  in 
front  of  and  including  the  stay,  except  for  a small  patch  of  scales  immediately  below  the 
stay,  present  in  1 specimen.  Interopercle,  subopercle,  and  opercle  naked,  except  for  a small 
patch  of  scales  on  upper  part  of  the  latter.  Upper  lateral  line  ending  under  second  or  fourth 
spine  in  1 specimen,  under  tenth  or  twelfth  spine  in  the  other;  the  fourth  extends 
barely  to  base  of  ventrals  in  1 specimen,  to  opposite  end  of  basal  fifth  of  ventrals  in  the  other. 
There  are  7, 8,  or  9 scales  in  an  oblique  series  between  second  and  third  lines,  counted  near 
middle  of  body.  The  lowermost  line  forks  at  a point  slightly  nearer  base  than  tip  of  ven- 
trals, its  distance  from  ventrals  less  than  i its  distance  from  vent.  Ventrals  pointed, 
extending  beyond  pectorals  and  more  than  halfway  to  front  of  anal.  The  caudal  fin  is 
strongly  emarginate  when  closed,  becoming  truncate  when  spread.  It  is  scaled  on  basal 
half  only.  Color  as  usual  in  the  species,  the  light  spots  on  sides  numerous,  about  as  large  as 
pupil;  iins  bright  reddish  or  orange,  especially  on  basal  half.” 
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Island  to  Monterey;  not  rare;  becoming  more  common  northward;  a very 
showy  species^  extremely  variable  in  color.  Dr.  Gilbert  observes  that  the 
species  is  abundant  in  Unalaska.  He  states  that  the  patch  of  palatine 
teeth  is  an  unreliable  character,  as  5 sx)ecimens  out  of  the  9 examined  do 
not  exhibit  it.  The  species  is  well  distinguished  by  the  depth  of  the  dor- 
sal notch,  the  comparative  smoothness  of  the  scales,  and  the  large  size  of 
the  supraocular  flap.  The  upper  line  of  pores  extends  well  back  under 
base  of  soft  dorsal,  and  the  fourth  line  is  unbranched.  The  sides  of  the 
head  are  scaled,  excepting  the  region  over  suborbital  stay,  the  snout,  and 
the  interopercle.  {super ciliosus,  pertaining  to  the  eyebrow.) 

Labrax  supeicilioms,  Pallas,  Mem.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  ii,  388,  1810,  Unalaska  (Coll. 

Joseph  Billings) ; Pallas,  Zoogr.  Rosso-Asiat.,  in,  279, 1811. 

Chirus  pictus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  132,  San  Francisco  (Coll.  Drs.  Heer- 
mann  and  Newberry),  Humboldt  Bay  (Coll.  Lieut.  Trowbridge);  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii, 
93,  I860;  LocKiNGTON,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  54. 

Chirus  balias,  Cope,  Proc.  Anier.  Philos.  Soc.  Pbila.  1873, 28,  Captains  Harbor,  Unalaska. 
(Coll.  Prof.  George  Davidson.) 

Hexcujrammus  scaber*  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  154,  Amchitka,  Unalaska  (Type, 
No.  27920,  Coll.  Bean) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  949, 1883. 

Chiropsis  pictus,  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  x.  Fishes,  43, 1858. 

Hexagrammxis  super ciliosus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  644, 1883. 

2262.  HEX.VCIU.MMOS  LACOCEPH ALUS  (Pallas). 

Head  to  4 in  length;  depth  3|  to  3;^;  eye  small,  about  51  in  head. 
D.  XX  to  XXIII,  22  to  24;  A.  22  to  24;  P.  20  to  21.  Outer  row  of  teeth 
enlarged  in  both  upper  and  lower  jaws.  Teeth  on  vomer  and  front  of  pal- 
atines. Maxillary  extending  to  below  middle  of  eye  in  adults,  2J^  in  head 
(2|-  in  young).  A small  Hap  above  eye,  fringed  along  the  margin:  no 
tentacles  on  nape.  Fins  high,  the  s])inous  dorsal  deeply  notched,  the  last 
spine  somewhat  longer  than  the  one  preceding;  in  the  adult  the  fifth 
spine  is  the  longest,  nearly  4 length  of  head,  the  third  and  fourth  spines 
nearly  equal  to  the  fifth;  from  the  fifth  the  s])ines  gradually  diminish  in 
height  to  near  the  end  of  the  fin,  when  they  become  rapidly  shortened  to 


* The  following  is  Dr.  Bean’s  description  of  H.  scaber: 

“Head  4^  without  opercular  tlai) ; depth  4L  D.  XXI,  24;  A.  24;  lateral  lino  about  107; 
tran8ver.se  about  50;  eye  3 in  head, equal  to  intcrorbital.  Body  oblong,  moderately  com- 
pressed ; upper  outline  of  head  convex,  but  with  a slight  frontal  depression ; least  height  of 
tail  ecuials  h of  head;  jaws  equal;  the  maxillary  not  quite  extending  to  anterior  margin  of 
jiupil;  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  palatines;  a tentacle  over  each  eye.  Origin  of 
.spinous  dorsal  directly  over  base  of  pectoral,  the  longest  spine  11  in  bodj- ; the  longestMorsal 
ray  etiual  to  i)Ostorbital  part  of  head ; dorsals  deeply  notched ; base  of  anal  3 in  body ; vent 
equidistant  between  tip  of  snout  and  base  of  caudM  fin;  caudal  decidedly  forked;  pecto- 
rals not  quite  reaching  vent,  the  length  equal  to  head  with  opercle  flap;  distance  of  ven- 
trals  from  snout  more  than  twice  length  of  ventrals,  which  is  7 in  bodj' ; 6 lateral  lines  on 
each  side,  the  ujipermost  meeting  its  fellow  on  the  opposite  side  in  front  of  the  dorsal,  and 
continued  forward  on  the  nape  in  a single  short  line;  it  runs  backward  close  to  the  ba.se  of 
dorsal  and  ends  at  beginning  of  last  third  of  soft  dorsal;  second  beginning  at  nape,  ^ as  far 
from  the  u])permoat  as  it  is  from  the  third,  and  extending  to  the  caudal ; the  third  beginning 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  gill  opening  and  ending  on  the  caudal;  the  fourth  a little  above  the 
pectoral,  curving  very  slightly  downward  and  disa])pearing  about  the  middle  of  the  body, 
not  so  well  developed  as  the  rest ; the  fifth  originates  close  under  the  pectoral,  near  the  gill 
opening,  passes  above  the  ventral  and  on  the  lower  part  of  the  side  of  the  body,  ending 
at  about  the  beginning  of  the  last  third  of  anal;  the  sixth  meets  its  fellow  of  the  oppo- 
site side  a little  behind  the  ventral  base,  and  extends  forward  in  a single  line,  and  runs 
backward  close  to  the  base  of  the  anal  fin,  ending  on  the  caudal;  scales  everywhere  very 
rough.  Light  brown,  silvery  below;  each  dorsal  with  3 dark  blotches,  smaller  than  eye, 
not  reaching  base  of  fin;  pectorals,  ventrals,  and  anal  immaculate.  Coast  of  Alaska; 
known  from  young  specimens  only,  the  largest  3 inches  long.’’  (Bean).  We  have  exam- 
ined these  specimens  and  find  them,  beyond  question,  the  young  of  H.  superciliosus. 
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form  the  notch.  Caudal  very  broad  at  base,  convex  at  its  posterior  mar- 
gin even  when  the  fin  is  closed;  pectorals  broadly  rounded,  rather  short, 
the  longest  rays  1^  to  11,  in  bead,  not  nearly  reaching  vertical  from  vent ; 
ventral  fins  If  to  2 in  bead,  short  and  rounded  in  the  young,  becoming 
longer  and  more  pointed  in  adults;  pectoral  and  ventral  rays  very  broad, 
especially  toward  their  tips,  and  much  branched;  soft  rays  of  dorsal  and 
anal  fins  cleft  on  terminal  fifth,  as  in  other  species,  the  two  halves  not 
diverging;  5 lateral  lines  on  each  side  as  usual,  2 dorsal,  a median,  and 
2 ventral;  upper  dorsal  lino  continued  to  beyond  middle  of  second  dor- 
sal fin,  usually  ending  under  the  fourteenth  or  sixteenth  ray;  lower  dorsal 
line  and  the  median  line  extended  to  base  of  caudal;  upper  ventral  line 
originating  below  and  in  front  of  the  pectoral  fin,  passing  immediately 
al)ove  base  of  ventral  to  which  it  does  not  send  a separate  branch,  and 
terminating  opposite  middle  of  anal  fin  ; lower  ventral  line  single  on  breast, 
forking  in  advance  of  middle  of  ventral  fins,  the  branches  passing  to  base 
of  caudal.  In  the  young  the  scales  are  all  ctenoid,  except  those  in  mid- 
ventral  region,  breast,  prepectoral  area,  and  sides  of  head,  all  becoming 
smooth  in  adult ; snout,  subocular  ring,  suhorbital  stay,  interopercle,  and 
usually  the  lowermost  portion  of  suhopercle,  scaleless ; l)asal  half  or  more 
of  caudal  and  basal  third  of  soft  dorsal  with  the  membranes  densely  scaled ; 
pectoral  basis  also  densely  scaled;  scales  on  breast  not  greatly  reduced, 
more  than  f as  large  as  those  on  middle  of  sides;  median  lateral  line  with 
110  pores ; 8 or  9 scales  in  an  oblique  series  between  median  line  and  the  one 
above  it.  Color  in  most  of  our  specimens  a nearly  uniform  warm  brown, 
lighter  on  under  parts,  marked  onlj^  with  irregular  small  black  spots  and 
lines,  which  may  extend  on  the  dorsal  and  pectoral  fins;  anal  and  ventrals 
black,  the  thickened  tips  of  the  rays  in  these  and  the  pectoral  fins  often 
white;  a large,  blackish  humeral  spot  in  young  specimens,  often  disap- 
pearing in  adults.  One  specimen  (Iturup  Island)  has  the  upper  parts, 
including  dorsal  and  caudal  fins,  bright  reddish,  with  some  dusky  blotches 
and  cloudings,  the  humeral  spot  conspicuous.  The  fin  rays  are  as  follows 
in  12  specimens : 
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West  shore  of  Bering  Sea;  not  known  from  Alaska.  We  have  numer- 
ous specimens  from  Rohben  Island.  1 specimen  each  from  Bering  and 
Iturup  islands.  Young  specimens  up  to  20  cm.  in  length  have  the  scales 
all  rough  ctenoid  as  in  U.  sieUeri  and  R.  octogrammus.  Specimens  30  cm. 
long  have  most  of  the  scales  smooth,  a few  along  middle  of  sides  still 
ctenoid.  In  an  adult  54  cm.  long  all  the  scales  are  smooth,  those  on  head 
and  nape  partially  embedded.  In  shape  and  general  appearance  this 
species  very  much  resembles  H.  octogramm  us.  It  has  a deep  caudal  pedun- 
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cle,  a coiivexly  round<^d  caudal  fiu,  and  a rather  l)luntly  rounded  snout.* 
{Xay(b<;,  bare;  ke^^oXti^  head.) 

Labrax  lagocephalm,  Pallas,  M6m.  Ac.  St.  Petersb.,  ll,  1810,  384,  Kuril  Islands. 
Grammatojileurns  lagocephalus,  Jordan  &.  Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  435, 1896. 
IJexagrammus  decagrammus,  Bean  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896, 383,  specimens  from 
Petropaulski ; not  of  Pallas. 

Jlexagrammos  lagocephalus,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Fishes  of  Bering  Sea,  in  Kept.  U.  S.  Fur 
Seal  Investigations,  1898. 


700.  OPHIODON,  Girard. 

(Gultus  Cods.) 

Ophiodon,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 133  (elongatus) . 

Oplopoma,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1856, 135  (pantherina  = elongatus). 

Body  elongate,  low,  little  compressed.  Head  long,  rather  pointed,  its 
surface  scaleless.  Mouth  terminal,  very  large.  Jaws  with  very  strong, 
sharp,  unequal  teeth,  some  of  them  canine-like;  long  series  of  cardiform 
teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines.  Gill  openings  very  wide,  the  membranes 
not  united,  free  from  the  isthmus.  Preopercle  with  a few  bluntish  spines; 
a dermal  flap  above  the  eye.  Scales  very  small,  becoming  smooth  with 
age.  Lateral  line  single,  continuous.  Dorsal  fin  long,  deeply  notched, 
the  spines  about  24  in  number,  slender  and  flexible,  the  middle  ones  high- 
est; anal  fin  long,  without  di.stinct  spines;  ventrals  1,5,  inserted  some- 
what behind  pectorals;  pectoral  fin  broad;  pyloric  caica  very  numerous; 
gill  rakers  tubercle-like.  Sxiecies  of  large  size;  among  the  largest  of  the 
cottifonn  fishes;  used  as  food;  the  flesh  livid  blue  or  green  in  color. 
(o'0z5,  snake;  6dov<i,  tooth.) 

2-2(;:L  OIMIIODOX  ELOXGATIS,  Girard. 

(CULTUS  COI);  BLI’E  COD;  BUFFALO  COD.) 

Head  34;  depth  5.  D.  XXV,  21;  A.  22.  Head  large,  the  snout  sharp, 
conic.  Mouth  very  large,  the  lower  jaw  prominent;  maxillary  reaching 
beyond  orbit;  each  jaw  with  a series  of  large  pointed  teeth  bent  inward 
and  immovable;  front  of  u]q)er  jaw  with  2 to  4 larger  canines;  outside  of 
the  series  of  large  teeth  each  jaw  has  numerous  small,  sharp  teeth;  vomer 
and  palatines  with  a single  row  of  canines;  supraorbital  tentacle  much 
shorter  than  pupil;  dorsal  tin  beginning  above  preopercle,  the  fin  very 
deeply  notched,  the  highest  spines  nearly  4 length  of  head;  caudal 
emarginate.  Dark  brown  above,  much  mottled ; dorsal  fin  and  wdiole 
upper  jiart  of  body  covered  with  small  rusty  brown  spots  of  varying  size 
and  hue;  lower  parts  of  body  of  a livid  bluish  green,  esiiecially  in  the 
adult,  the  flesh  and  all  membranes  tinged  with  green;  ground  color  often 

* It  will  he  noted  that  all  of  the  si)ecie.s  of  Hexagrammos,  except  II.  otakii,  were  known 
to  Pallas.  11.  otakii  has  al.so  been  long  known  to  collectors,  though  hut  recently  distin- 
guished from  II.  .stelleri.  It  seems  probable  that  all  existing  species  of  Hexagrammos 
are  now  known  to  us.  Tliere  are  uniformly  5 lateral  lines  on  each  side  in  all  species  of 
Hexagrammos.  The  second,  third,  and  lifth  lines  are  comjdete  in  all,  while  the  first  and 
fourth  are  variously  developed,  and  otter  valuable  specific  characters. 
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hluisli  or  reddish  tinged;  yonng  sometimes  bright  green;  lins  dusky, 
mottled,  the  dorsal  and  caudal  with  a very  narrow,  pale  edging.  Length 
40  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  America,  Sitka  to  Santa  Barbara ; very  abun- 
dant, reaching  a weight  of  30  to  40  pounds,  being  one  of  the  most  important 
food  fishes  on  the  coast,  {elonyatus,  elongate.) 

Ophiodon  elongatus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 133,  San  Francisco  (Type,  No. 
276.  Coll.  Dr.  Heermann),  Humboldt  Bay,  California  (No.  277.  Coll.  Lieut.  Trow- 
bridge); Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  E.  R.  Surv.,  x,  Fishes  48,  pi.  18,  figs.  4 to  7,  1858; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  94,  I860;  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  646, 1883. 

Oplopoma  panther ina,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1856,  135,  Cape  Flattery,  Wash- 
ington (Type,  No.  275.  Coll.  Lieut.  Trowbridge);  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  E.  R.  Surv.,  x, 
Fishes,  46,  pi.  18,  figs.  1 to  3, 1858. 

Ophiodon  pantherinus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  93, 1860. 

701.  ZANIOLEPIS,  Girard. 

Zaniolepis,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1857,  202  (latipinnis). 

Body  elongate,  little  compressed,  tapering  from  the  nape  to  the  long  and 
slender  tail.  Head  short,  conical,  the  profile  decurved.  Mouth  rather 
small,  low,  terminal,  horizontal;  cardiform  teeth  on  the  jaws,  vomer,  and 
palatines ; no  supraorbital  cirri ; preopercle  with  spines.  Gill  membranes 
not  united,  free  from  the  isthmus;  gill  rakers  tuhercle-like.  Scales  small, 
imbricated,  extremely  roughly  ctenoid.  Lateral  line  single,  continuous. 
Dorsal  fin  with  about  20  spines,  some  of  the  anterior  spines  more  or  less 
elevated,  a deep  notch  between  the  spines  and  soft  rays;  anal  fin  very 
long,  with  3 spines,  the  second  of  which  is  longest;  ventrals  I,  5,  long, 
inserted  a little  behind  pectorals;  pectorals  moderate;  pyloric  caeca  few 
(5  or  6).  Xorth  Pacific,  in  deep  water;  small  fishes,  not  valued  as  food; 
singular  in  form  and  appearance,  and  hearing  some  resemblance  to  the 
IceUis-li'ke  Cottida\  {gaviov,  a comb  or  card;  XeitU,  scale;  hence  more 
correctly  spelled  with  an  initial  X.) 

a.  Third  dorsal  spine  greatly  elevated,  mucli  longer  than  head;  head  less  than  \ length 
of  body;  no  supraorbital  flap.  latipinnis,  2264. 

aa.  Third  dorsal  spine  moderate,  shorter  than  head;  head  more  than  ^ length  of  body; 
supraorbital  flap  present.  FRENATUS,  2265. 


2264.  ZAXIOLEPIS  LATTPIWIS,  Girard. 

Head  4^;  depth  5^.  D.  XXI-1, 11;  A.  111,17.  Body  elongate,  fusiform, 
scarcely  compressed,  the  dorsal  outline  rising  rather  steeply.  Mouth 
small,  horizontal,  low,  the  maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  the  middle  of  the 
eye ; the  premaxillary  entirely  below  the  eye.  Eye  very  large,  longer  than 
snout,  34^  in  head;  no  cirrus  above  eye;  preorbital  wide,  partly  covering 
the  scaly  maxillary;  interocular  space  rather  narrow,  somewhat  concave, 
nasal  spines  present;  preojiercle  with  3 sharp  spines.  Dorsal  spines  slen- 
der, stiff,  the  first  and  second  longest,  usually  greatly  produced,  but  stiffish 
to  the  tip,  scarcely  connected  by  membrane,  reaching  to  nearly  middle  of 
second  dorsal,  and  more  than  ^ the  total  length  of  the  fish,  but  often 
much  shorter;  a deep  notch  between  spinous  and  soft  parts  of  dorsal;  sec- 
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oud  dorsal  higli;  its  rays  gradually  shortened;  anal  long,  its  spines  high; 
ventrals  elongate,  wide  apart,  reaching  past  front  of  anal ; pectorals  short 
and  narrow;  caudal  short,  slightly  emarginate.  Head  and  body  every- 
where covered  with  minute,  imbricated,  very  rough,  shagreen -like  scales. 
Olivaceous,  the  body  and  upper  fins  spotted  with  rusty  brown;  the  verti- 
cal fins  marked  with  blackish ; a black  streak  before  eye ; suborbital  bluish 
silvery.  Length  12  inches.  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  from  San 
Francisco  northward;  abundant  in  deep  water;  a slender  fish  of  dry,  firm 
substance  and  singular  form.  Here  described  from  specimens  from  off 
Point  Reyes.  broad;  pinna,  fin.) 

Zaniolepis  latipinnis,  Girakd,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1857,  202,  Fort  Steilacoom,  Puget 
Sound  (Coll.  Dr.  Suckley) ; Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  K.  E.  Surv.,  x,  Fish.,  73,  pi.  17,  figs.  5 and 
6,1858;  Gunther,  Cat.,  II,  94, 1860;  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  647, 1883. 

2265.  ZAMOLEPIS  FREN.VTUS,  Eigemuann. 

Head  3f  in  length  of  body ; depth  5f . D.  XX-I,  12 ; A.  Ill,  15 ; eye  3f  in 
head;  snout  3f;  maxillary  3;  third  dorsal  spine  1^;  second  dorsal  ray  2; 
pectoral  1^;  ventral  1^;  second  anal  spine  3^;  caudal  1|.  Form  of  Z.  lati- 
pinnis,  slender,  tapering  backwards,  anterior  profile  gently  convex,  the 
snout  sharp,  the  lower  outline  scarcely  curved.  Mouth  at  lower  side  of 
snout  horizontal,  the  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  pupil,  3 in 
head.  A blunt  spine  on  head  of  maxillary  in  front  of  nostrils.  Teeth  in 
broad  cardiform  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  no  canines.  Nasal 
splines  very  strong,  much  more  developed  than  in  Z.  latipinnis.  Eye  very 
large,  3|  in  head.  Interorbital  space  narrower  than  in  Z.  latipinnis,  strongly 
concave,  with  a deep,  median,  scaleless  groove,  widening  anteriorly.  A 
long,  narrow,  supraorbital  cirrus,  more  than  ^ as  long  as  diameter  of  eye, 
on  supraorbital  rim  behind  middle  of  eye.  (A  minute  flap  similarly 
placed  in  Z.  latipinnis.)  Two  or  3 preopercular  spines  developed,  with  1 or 
2 on  shoulder;  no  other  spines  on  head.  Gill  rakers  short,  tubercular, 
not  toothed,  10  or  11  on  anterior  arch.  Gill  membranes  narrowly  joined 
across  throat.  Dorsal  beginning  over  upper  angle  of  gill  oiiening ; spines  of 
anterior  part  of  fin  with  membranes  deeply  incised,  the  first  3 or  4 being  more 
than  half  free;  none  of  the  spines  produced  into  filaments,  all  stiff  to  their 
tips,  which  are  pungent;  the  anterior  spines  varying  in  relative  length, 
but  the  third  seems  normally  the  longest,  1^  to  14  in  head,  the  second  and 
third  about  equal,  the  fin  thence  shortened  to  the  twentieth  spine,  the 
twenty-first  again  lengthened;  anal  spines  strong,  the  second  the  longest, 
^ longer  than  third ; anal  rays  free  at  tip  and  thickened,  becoming 
gradually  higher  posteriorly,  the  last  rays  not  abruptly  lengthened  as  in 
Z.  latipinnis;  xiectoral  long,  4 head,  its  upper  portion  longest,  the  lower 
rays  thickened  towards  tips,  and  serving  as  a support  as  the  fish  rests  on 
the  bottom;  ventrals  long,  the  outer  rays  thickened,  longest  barely  reach- 
ing vent ; caudal  truncate.  Scales  as  in  Z.  latipinnis,  minute,  but  regularly 
disposed,  their  posterior  edge  with  5 to  8 strong  spines,  nearly  as  long  as 
width  of  scale;  tubes  and  pores  of  lateral  line  not  externally  visible ; 
head  and  body  entirely  scaled,  except  snout,  premaxillaries,  part  of  inter- 
orbital  space,  and  lower  side  of  head;  series  of  spinous  scales  extend  to 
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tips  of  rays  and  spines  of  dorsal,  candal,  and  xiectoral  fins.  Color,  back 
witb  a series  of  6 quadrate  blotches,  corresponding  to  or  alternating  with 
a similar  series  of  larger  blotches  below  the  lateral  line,  the  spaces  be- 
tween with  vermicnlatiug  lines  of  gray,  inclosing  darker  spaces,  the  light 
lines  sometimes  produced  below  the  lateral  line  in  v-shaped  or  ) (-shaped 
markings;  head  dark,  a silvery  line  on  suborbital  chain,  edged  above 
with  black;  spinous  dorsal  translucent,  with  round,  black  sjjots,  fre- 
quently more  or  less  confiuent  to  form  horizontal  or  oblique  streaks;  soft 
dorsal  similarly,  but  much  less  distinctly,  marked’;  caudal  dusky,  black 
in  males  with  white  posterior  margin;  anal  black  in  males  with  white 
margin,  in  females  unmarked;  pectorals  with  2 blackish  bars,  white 
edged;  ventrals  black  in  males,  white  edged,  plain  in  females;  in  males 
the  lower  parts  of  body  are  nniformly  blackish.  (Gilbert  MS.)  Offshore 
banks  of  southern  California.  Here  described  from  a specimen,  8 inches 
long,  taken  off  the  Santa  Barbara  Islands,  by  the  Albatross,  {frenatus, 
bridled.) 

Zaniolepis  frenatus,  Eigenmann,  West  American  Scientist,  Xov.  9, 1889, 10,  Cortez  Banks, 
off  San  Diego.  (Coll.  Capt.  Carter.) 


702.  OXYLEBIUS,  Gill. 

Oxiflebius,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat,  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 277  (pictus). 

Body  oblong,  somewhat  compressed.  Head  conical,  very  slender  acumi- 
nate, the  profile  somewhat  concave.  Month  small.  Jaws  each  with  a 
band  of  teeth,  the  outer  series  considerably  enlarged;  minute  teeth  on 
vomer,  few  or  none  on  palatines.  Top  of  head  with  dermal  flaps.  Pre- 
opercle  with  2 blunt  spines.  Gill  membranes  broadly  connected,  free  from 
the  isthmus;  gill  rakers  short,  not  very  stout.  Scales  small,  ctenoid; 
a single  lateral  line.  Dorsal  fin  emargiuate,  with  about  16  low,  ratlier 
strong  spines;  soft  dorsal  moderate,  its  membrane  closely  scaled;  anal 
with  3 stout  spines,  the  second  the  longest;  caudal  truncate;  pectorals 
rather  long,  their  bases  not  iirocnrreut ; ventrals  moderate,  inserted  well 
behind  pectorals.  Pyloric  cieca  few.  Small  fishes  of  bright  coloration, 
(oqi)?,  sharp;  Lebiiis,  an  (dd  synonym  of  Hcxarjrammos,  from  XefUai,  a kind 
of  a small  fish  suitable  to  be  cooked  in  Xeftrjti,  a kettle.) 

2266.  OXYLEBIUS  PICTUS,  Gill. 

Head  3^;  depth  3^.  D.  XVI,  15;  A.  HI,  13.  Body  rather  deep,  com- 
pressed. Head  little  compressed,  slender,  pointed;  lips  thick;  lower  jaw 
slightly  included;  maxillary  small,  barely  reaching  eye.  Eyes  large, 
about  equal  to  snout,  4 in  head;  nasal  spines  present;  interocular  space 
narrow.  Scales  on  sides  of  head  very  small ; scales  on  body  small,  ctenoid, 
with  strong  horizontal  strife,  those  on  breast  minute.  Dorsal  fin  continu- 
ous, its  spines  stiff,  the  middle  one  highest,  and  all  considerably  lower 
than  the  soft  rays;  second  anal  spine  longer  than  the  third,  about  equal  to 
the  soft  rays;  pectorals  barely  reaching  anal;  ventrals  to  past  vent. 
Tawny  grayish,  with  about  6 black  bars,  alternating  with  areas  of  pale 
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orange,  the  latt(‘r  obscured  by  dusky  spots  and  blotches;  the  dark  bars 
extending  on  the  fins,  the  first  across  the  najic,  the  second  across  the  mid- 
dle of  the  spinous  dorsal,  the  third  broader,  across  posterior  part  of  spi- 
nous dorsal  and  front  of  anal;  1 across  middle  of  soft  dorsal,  1 on  posterior 
part,  and  1 at  base  of  caudal,  the  bars  about  as  wide  as  the  interspaces, 
and  their  edges  irregular,  but  sharply  defined;  pectorals  and  caudal 
orange,  with  cross  series  of  spots;  ventrals  largely  black;  under  side  of 
head  orange,  freckled,  spotted  with  pale;  2 fringed  cirri  ov'er  each  eye, 
scarlet;  breast  and  belly  marbled.  Length  10  inches.  Rocky  shores, 
on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  from  Monterey  northward  to 
Puget  Sound,  living  among  algie;  abundant,  Init  rare  in  collections,  being 
seldom  taken  in  nets-  Here  described  from  specimens  from  Monterey. 
A most  beautiful  and  active  little  fish,  {pictns,  painted.) 

Oxlyebius  pictus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 277,  California;  no  definite  locality. 

JoEDAN  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  648,  1883;  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1865, 

802,  pi.  78. 

Family  CLXXIX.  COTTID^.^ 

(The  ScrLi’iNS.) 

Body  moderately  elongate,  fusiform  or  compressed,  tapering  backward 
from  the  head,  which  is  usually  broad  and  depressed.  Eyes  placed  high, 
the  interocular  space  usually  narrow ; a bony  stay  connecting  the  sub- 
orbital  with  the  iireopercle,  usually  covered  by  the  skin;  upper  angle  of 
preopercle  usually  with  1 or  more  spinous  processes,  the  head  sometimes 
wholly  unarmed.  Teeth  eipial,  in  villiforui  or  cardiform  bands  on  jaws, 
and  often  on  vomer  and  palatines;  premaxillaries  protractile;  maxillary 
without  supplemental  bone.  Gills  3^  or  4,  slit  behind  the  last  small,  often 
obsolete;  gillrakers  short,  tubercle-like  or  obsolete;  gill  membranes 
broadly  connected,  often  jointed  to  the  isthmus.  Body  naked,  or  vari- 
ously armed  with  scales,  prickles,  or  bony  plates,  but  never  uniformly 
scaled;  lateral  line  present,  simple,  sometimes  chain-like.  Dorsal  fins 
separate  or  somewhat  connected,  the  spines,  6 to  18  in  number,  usually 
slender,  sometimes  concealed  in  the  skin,  the  soft  part  elongate;  caudal 
fin  separate,  rounded;  anal  fin  similar  to  the  soft  dorsal,  without  spines; 
pectoral  fins  large,  with  broad  procurrent  bases,  the  rays  mostly  simple, 
the  upper  sometimes  branched;  ventrals  thoracic,  rarely  entirely  wanting, 
the  rays  usually  I,  3 to  1, 5,  their  insertion  well  forward.  Pseudobranchiie 
present.  Vertebrm  numerous,  30  to  50.  Scapular  arch  normal;  myodome 
developed;  actinosts  large,  partly  intervening  between  hypercoracoid; 
fibs  sessile  on  the  vertebra?.  Pyloric  cieca  usually  in  small  number  (4  to  8) ; 
air  bladder  commonly  wanting.  Genera  about  60;  species  about  250, 
mostly  of  the  rock  pools  and  shores  of  northern  regions;  many  species 
found  in  fresh  waters ; some  of  the  salt-water  species  descending  to  great 
depths.  Most  of  the  species  are  of  small  size  and  singular  aspect,  and 
none  is  valued  as  food.  The  family  is  an  extremely  varied  one,  which 

* We  are  under  obligations  to  Dr.  Wilbur  W.  Thoburn  for  many  notes  on  the  American 
Gottidce. 


1880 


Bulletin  United  States  National  Museu??i. 


can  not  readily  be  thrown  into  subordinate  groups.  Almost  every  species 
has  an  individuality  of  its  own,  and  among  the  marine  forms  it  is  necessary 
to  recognize  almost  as  many  genera  as  species.  It  is  impossible  to  throw 
these  small  genera  together  into  large  groups.  Of  the  American  forms, 
probably  Jordania  is  nearest  the  primitive  scaly  stock,  from  which  such 
forms  as  Zaniolepis  and  Oxylebius  are  also  descended.  Remitripierus  and 
Xautichthys  seem  to  be  the  most  specialized  genera.  Fresh- water  degener- 
ation is  exemplified  in  Coitus  and  Uranidea-,  deep-water  degeneration  in 
ZesticcJus  and  Cottuncuhis,  and  the  degradation  associated  with  sluggish 
habits  in  Ascelichthys,  Fsychrolutcs,  and  Gilbertiua.  (Triylidw,  group  Cot- 
tina,  part;  group  Scorpocnina,  part,  Giinther,  Cat.,  ii.) 


I.  Spinous  dorsal  evident,  not  concealed  in  tlie  flesh  nor  indistinguishable  from  soft  part ; 
head  with  spines  or  tubercles  (except  in  rare  cases),  its  hones  not  all  hidden  in 
lax  skin. 

a.  Ventral  fins  well  developed. 

h.  Pectoral  fins  separate,  not  coalescent  below, 

c.  Ventral  rays  I,  5;  vomer  and  palatines  with  teeth ; gill  membranes  broadly  united, 
free  from  the  isthmus. 

JORDANILN^n : 

d.  Body  more  or  less  scaly  above,  or  with  rough  plates  or  prickles. 

e.  Dorsal  fin  very  long,  of  17  spines;  anal  long;  no  slit  behind  last  gill  arch; 
back  with  rough  scales;  sides  with  oblique  serrated  folds;  ventral  fins 
well  behind  pectorals.  Jordania,  703. 

ee.  Dorsal  fin  moderate,  of  12  or  13  spines;  anal  long;  body  very  slender; 
sides  of  back  with  rough  plates. 

/.  Last  gill  arch  with  no  slit  behind  it ; chin  with  2 barbels. 

Paricelinus,  704. 

ff.  Last  gill  arch  with  a slit  behind  it ; chin  without  barbels. 

Alcidea,  705. 


Scorp.enichthyin.;e  ; 

dd.  Body  covered  with  .smooth  skin;  a slit  behind  last  gill ; dorsal  rays  11 ; body 
rather  robust.  SCORP^NICHTHYS,  706. 

cc.  Ventral  rays  not  I.  5;  usually  I,  3,  sometimes  I,  2,  or  I,  4. 
g.  Spinous  dorsal  shorter  than  soft  part,  of  less  than  13  spines. 

HeMILEPIDOTLN^  : 

h.  Body  definitely  more  or  less  scaly  above,  the  scales  sometimes  arranged  in 
bands,  or  sometimes  modified  as  bony  plates,  these  usually  placed  along 
lateral  line  or  at  base  of  dorsal  (skin  naked  in  Artedielliis). 

i.  Last  gill  arch  without  slit  behind  it ; gill  membranes  united,  free  from  the 
isthmus. 

j.  Vomer  and  palatines  with  teeth. 

k.  Preopercular  spine  with  1 to  5 enlarged  hooks  or  antler-like  processes 
above,  besides  the  2 on  its  bifid  or  emarginate  tip. 

I.  Back  above  lateral  line  evenly  scaly ; spinous  dorsal  emarginate. 

Chitonotus,  707. 

II.  Back  above  lateral  line  with  a series  of  enlarged  plates  or  scales, 

the  space  above  and  below  this  naked. 

m.  Lateral  line  armed  with  a series  of  bony  plates ; preopercular-like 
processes  usually  numerous. 

n.  Dorsal  fin  with  1 or  more  of  the  anterior  spines  elevated  and 
filamentous;  scattered  plates  behind  axil. 

Tarandichthys,  708. 

nn.  Dorsal  tin  without  filamentous  spines ; no  plates  behind  axil. 

ICELINUS,  709. 
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mm.  Lateral  line  unarmed  or  Avith  small  liidden  scales  only;  body 
rather  robust;  no  filamentous  spines;  top  of  head  scaly; 
preopercular  spine  with  but  1 hooked  process  above. 

Astrolytes,  710. 

kk.  Preopercular  spine  bifid  or  simple,  Avithout  hooks  or  autler-Iike  pro- 
cesses above. 

0.  Vent  very  close  behind  A^entrals;  supraorbital  cirrus  A'ery  high. 

Archistes,  711. 

00.  Vent  Avell  behind  ventrals ; supraorbital  cirrus  low  or  wanting, 

p.  Back  with  a distinct  band  of  scales  on  each  side  ahoA^e  lateral  line; 
head  smooth  above,  the  interorbital  space  flat  or  concaA'e. 

q.  Interorbital  space  flat;  head  av ithout  cirri  above. 

Artedius,  712. 

qq.  Interorbital  space  concave;  top  of  head  with  short  cirri. 

Axyrias,  713. 

pp.  Back  covered  with  rough  scales  aboA'e;  head  A’ery  rough. 

r.  Preopercular  spine  more  or  less  eA’idently  bifurcate;  a small 
cirrus  above  eye.  Buscarius,  715. 

rr.  Preopercular  spine  simple ; sides  scaly  below  lateral  line. 

Eastrinus,  716 

ppp.  Back  with  a series  of  larger  plates  along  each  side  beloAv  base  of 
dorsal  fin  aboA’e  lateral  line;  head  naked  aboA’e;  sides  with 
scattered  scales;  bodj'  and  head  slender;  skin  above  with 
warty  scales  and  prickles.  Icelus,  717. 

pppp.  Back  and  sides  wholly  naked;  preopercular  spine  simple, 
strongly  hooked  upward.  Artediellus,  714. 

jj.  Vomer  with  teeth,  palatines  Avith  none;  the  side  Avith  a series  of  bony 
keeled  spinous  plates. 

t.  Plates  on  head  larger,  similar  to  those  along  lateral  line ; body  very  slen- 
der, depressed  above.  Kadulinus,  718. 

it.  Plates  on  head  very  small;  body  rather  robust;  preopercle  with  4 
spines,  the  upjier  hooked  upward.  Stelgistrum,  719. 

i.  Last  gill  arch  with  a distinct  slit  behind  it. 

u.  Sides  of  body  Avith  oblique  serrated  folds;  preopercular  spines  small, 
simple  or  bifid ; gill  membranes  Avholly  free  from  isthmus ; spinous 
dorsal  not  emarginate;  no  palatine  teeth;  body  slender;  ventrals 
moderate. 

V.  Caudal  fin  truncate  or  slightly  emarginate. 
w.  Back  Avith  a series  of  bonj’  tubercles  along  ba.se  of  dorsal;  body  not 
A'ery  slender. 

X.  Breast  naked,  with  cross  folds  of  skin,  containing  mucous  tubes. 

Triglops,  720. 

XX.  Breast  with  small  scales  and  no  cross  folds.  Sterxias,  721. 

XV1V.  Back  without  bony  tubercles  along  base  of  dorsal ; body  A'ery  slen- 
der; loAA'er  rays  of  pectoral  produced.  Prionistius,  722. 

vv.  Caudal  fin  deeply  forked;  body  A’ery  slender;  lower  pectoral  rays 
produced.  Elanura,  723. 

MU.  Sides  of  body  Avithout  oblique,  serrated  folds ; no  bony  tubercles  along 
dorsal ; body  A'ery  robust. 

y.  Back  with  1 or  2 bauds  of  large  rough  scales ; lateral  line  without  bony 
shields;  palatines  Avith  teeth;  preopercular  spine  short. 
z.  Back  with  one  band  of  scales;  A'entrals  greatly  elongate;  gill  mem- 
branes free  from  isthmus;  spinous  dorsal  not  notched. 

AIelletes,  724. 

zz.  Back  and  sides  with  2 separate  bands  of  coarse  rough  scales ; A-en- 
trals  moderate;  spinous  dorsal  notched. 
a'.  Gill  membranes  partly  free,  forming  a broad  fold  across  isthmus; 
naked  skin  of  body  firm  and  thick.  Hemilepigotus,  725. 
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aa'.  Gill  membranes  united,  not  forming  a distinct  fold  across  isthmus 
(unless  the  skin  is  shrivelled) ; naked  skin  thin  and  lax. 

Calycilepidotus,  726. 

yy.  Body  without  scales,  but  with  a band  of  coarse  bony  plates  along 
lateral  line ; gill  membranes  broadly  united  to  the  isthmus. 
h'.  Preopercular  spine  simple,  very  long  and  strong.  Enophkys,  727. 
hh'.  Preopercular  spine  extremely  long,  armed  above  with  recurved 
hooks.  CERATOCOrTUS,  728. 

hh.  Body  not  definitely  scaly  above,  the  skin  smooth,  prickly,  villous,  or  with  scat- 
tered scaly  processes ; no  bony  armature  to  lateral  line. 

COTTIN^ : 

c'.  Skin  smooth  or  warty  or  velvety,  not  evenly  hispid,  with  stiff  prickles. 
e'.  Gill  membranes  broadly  united  to  the  isthmus,  not  forming  a fold 
across  it;  fresh- water  species  with  the  head  feebly  armed;  pala- 
tine teeth  present  or  absent. 

/'.  Ventrals  with  a concealed  spine  and  4 soft  rays;  skin  often  prickly. 

CoTTUS,  729. 

fj‘.  Yentrals  with  a concealed  spine  and  3 soft  rays;  skin  not  prickly; 
palatine  teeth  usually  obsolete.  TJeanidea,  730. 

ee'.  Gill  openings  narrowly  joined  to  the  isthmus,  without  fold. 

[Leptocottus,  743.] 

eee'.  Gill  membranes  free  from  the  isthmus  or  else  forming  a broad  fold 
across  it. 

g'.  Palatine  teeth  none. 
li'.  First  dorsal  spine  not  especially  elevated. 
i‘.  Preopercle  with  3 spines  only,  the  upper  straight,  the  third 
turned  downward ; skeleton  well  ossified ; lateral  line  devel- 
oped, with  or  without  concealed  plates. 
j'.  Lower  jaw  shorter  than  upper;  suprascapula  with  a single 
spine.  . Myoxocephalus,  731. 

jj'.  Lower  jaw  longer  than  upper;  suprascapula  with  a double 
spine,  the  upper  branch  shorter.  Megalocottus,  732. 
ii'.  Preopercle  with  4 spines,  the  lowermost  or  fourth  turned  down- 
ward; bones  of  head  more  or  less  cavernous;  lateral  line 
often  modified  or  reduced  to  scattered  pores. 

A-'.  Upper  preopercular  spine  curved  or  hooked  upward  or  else 
obsolete  and  hidden  in  the  skin;  skin  smooth;  occipital 
ridges  little  developed. 

V.  Nasal  spines  obsolete;  bones  of  head  soft  and  spongy;  lower 

jaw  projecting;  lateral  line  reduced  to  scattered  pores; 
deep  water  sculpins  allied  to  Psychrolutes. 
m'.  Yomer  with  teeth;  palatines  with  none. 
n'.  Preopercular  spines  distinct,  uppermost  long,  sharp, 
o'.  Dorsals  well  separated.  Zesticelus,  733. 

oo'.  Dorsals  contiguous.  Dasycottus,  734. 

nn'.  Preopercular  spines  very  short,  hidden  in  the  skin ; 
dorsal  fin  continuous.  Cottunculus,  735. 

mm'.  Yomer  and  palatines  toothless.  Malacocottus,  736. 

W.  Nasal  spines  strong;  bones  of  head  firm;  lower  jaw  included. 
p'.  Yentral  fins  A’ery  long,  reaching  past  front  of  anal. 

Akgyeocottus,  737. 

pp'.  Yentral  fins  moderate,  not  reaching  vent. 

POROCOTTUS,  738. 

kk'.  Upper  preopercular  spine  straight;  lateral  line  chain-like; 
A omer  with  teeth,  an  evident  slit  behind  last  gill. 
q'.  Top  of  head  with  ridges  or  crests;  marine  species. 

Oncocottus,  739. 
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qq'.  Top  of  head  unarmed, or  nearly  so;  lacustrine  species, 

Triglopsis,  740. 

kick'.  Upper  preopercular  spine  stout,  armed  with  2 or  3 antler- 
like  processes ; slit  behind  last  gill  small  or  wanting ; 
vomer  toothless.  Gymnocanthus,  741. 

lili'.  First  dorsal  spine  elevated;  skin  perfectly  smooth;  gill  mem- 
branes forming  a broad  fold  across  isthmus.  Leiocottus,  742. 
gg'.  Palatine  teeth  present  (rarely  obsolete  in  one  species), 

>•'.  Gill  membranes  narrowly  joined  to  the  isthmus,  not  forming  a 
fold;  preopercular  spine  with  antler-like  processes;  skin 
smooth.  Leptocottus,  743. 


rr'.  Gill  membranes  free  from  the  isthmus;  preopercular  spine  shorter; 
head  and  sides  usually  with  many  short  cirri. 
s'.  Skin  of  sides  with  scattered  prickles  or  rudimentary  scales; 

preopercular  spine  bitid ; head  pointed.  Clin OCOTTUS,  744. 
ss'.  Skin  perfectly  smooth,  without  scales  or  prickles. 
t'.  Preopercular  spine  long  and  sharp,  sometimes  with  1 antler- 
like i)rocess  above;  snout  acute.  Oligocottus,  745. 

W.  Preopercular  spine  sharp,  curved,  simple;  snout  acute. 

OXYCOTTUS,  746. 

ttV.  Preopercular  spine  short  and  blunt ; snout  more  or  less  obtuse. 

Plennicottus,  747. 

rrr'.  Gill  membranes  free  from  the  isthmus;  no  cirri;  preopercular 
spine  slender,  hooked  upward.  [ Aktediellus,  714.] 

Blepsiinai:  : 

cc'.  Skin  almost  everywhere  rough  with  small  bluntish  prickles;  first  dorsal, 
elevated  iii  front;  head  small,  compressed. 
u'.  Gill  membranes  free  from  the  isthmus ; ventrals  small. 
v'.  Spinous  dorsal  not  emarginate;  no  smooth  areas  on  body. 

Histiocottus,  748. 

vv'.  Spinous  dorsal  deeply  notched ; sides  with  smooth  areas.  Blepsias,749. 
uu'.  Gill  membranes  united  to  the  isthmus ; ventrals  long. 

First  dorsal  little  elevated,  its  base  scarcely  raised  above  occiput. 

Nautiscus,  750. 

ww'.  First  dorsal  greatly  elevated,  its  base  raised  abruptly  from  the 
depressed  occiiuxt.  A’'autichthys,751. 


HEMITRIPTERINiE : 

gg.  Spinous  dorsal  longer  than  soft  part,  of  14  to  18  spines;  skin  rough,  with  prickles 
and  tubercles ; teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines ; gill  membranes  free  from  isthmus ; 
no  slit  behind  last  gill. 

x'.  Spinous  dorsal  of  15  spines,  not  notched.  Ulca,  752, 

XX'.  Spinous  dorsal  of  16  to  18  spines,  deeply  notched,  the  anterior  spines  highest. 

Uemitripterus,  753. 

SyNCHIRIN^: 

bb.  Pectoral  fins  continuous  around  the  throat. 

y'.  Back  with  spinous  scales;  gill  membranes  free  from  isthmus;  no  slit 
behind  last  gill;  teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines;  preopercle  with  a 
short  bifid  spine;  ventrals  inserted  far  back,  Synchirus,  754. 

ASCELICHTHYINA5; 

aa.  Ventral  fins  wholly  wanting.  Skin  perfectly  smooth ; no  slit  beliind  fourth  gill; 
gill  membranes  free  trom  isthmus ; teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines. 

Ascelichthys,  755. 

PSYCHROLUTINiE  : 

II.  Spinous  dorsal  not  evident,  its  slender  spines  wholly  hidden  in  the  skin  or  else  indis- 
tinguishable from  soft  rays ; head  unarmed,  its  bones  hidden  in  lax  skin ; skin 
smooth;  no  slit  behind  last  gill;  gill  membranes  broadly  joined  to  the  isthmus; 
no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  maxillary  covered  by  skin  of  preorbital ; ventrals 
moderate  I,  3,  the  base  adnate  to  body. 


1884  Bulletm  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


z'.  Spinous  dorsal  wholly  hidden  in  the  skin;  hones  of  head  not  greatly  cavernous ; 

lower  Jaw  U-shaped,  its  rami  widely  separated.  Psychrolutes,  756. 

zz'.  Spinous  dorsal  evident,  the  spines  not  wholly  hidden ; bones  of  head  cavern- 
ous; lower  jaw  long,  U-shaped,  its  rami  approximate  at  base. 

Gilbertina,  757. 

703.  JORDANIA,  Starks. 

Jordania,  Starks,  Proc.  Ac.  ISTat.  Sci.  Phila.  1895,  410  (zonope). 

Body  elongate,  not  greatly  compressed ; head  moderate,  partly  scaled, 
with  dermal  flaps  above;  month  moderate,  with  bands  of  villiform  teeth 
on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  body  above  lateral  lino  closely  covered 
with  strongly  ctenoid  scales ; lower  half  of  body  with  plate-like  folds  of 
skin,  running  obliquely  downward  and  backward  from  lateral  line  to 
within  a short  distance  of  anal  flu,  the  posterior  edge  of  each  fold  finely 
and  sharply  serrate;  gill  membranes  united,  free  from  isthmus;  a slit 
behind  last  gill  arch.  Three  preopercnlar  spines,  only  the  middle  one  well 
developed.  Spinous  dorsal  with  a very  long  base,  of  about  17  spines, 
longer  than  the  soft  dorsal;  anallong;  ventrals  I,  5,  inserted  much  behind 
pectorals.  Vertebrie  10 -j- 36  = 46.  One  species;  in  waters  of  moderate 
depth;  a singular  genus,  approximating  the  Hexarjrammidcv.  (‘‘I  take 
great  pleasure  in  naming  this  remarkable  genus  for  my  teacher  in  ichthy- 
ology, David  Starr  Jordan.”  Starks.) 

2267.  JORDANIA  ZONOPE,  Starks. 

Head  3|;  depth  54.  D.  XVII,  15;  A.  22;  pores  in  lateral  line  50;  orbit 
3j  in  head;  maxillary  3^;  longest  dorsal  spine  If ; longest  dorsal  ray  21; 
longest  anal  ray2f;  length  of  ventrals  If;  pectorals  f longer  than  head ; 
caudal  If.  Body  rather  elongate,  compressed  posteriorly,  not  much,  if 
any,  anteriorly;  the  bade  not  elevated;  dorsal  and  ventral  outlines  almost 
straight  from  head  to  caudal  peduncle ; head  not  large,  profile  from  front 
of  dorsal  to  eyes  nearly  horizontal  and  straight,  then  abruptly  turning 
steeply  downward  to  end  of  snout;  lower  profile  gentlj’^  curved  from  chin 
to  ventral  fins;  mouth  small,  the  maxillary  not  reaching  the  vertical  from 
front  of  orbit;  jaws  about  equal,  or  the  lower  slightly  projecting;  teeth 
in  villiform  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  eyes  large,  set  high  in 
head,  a little  shorter  than  snout;  iuterorbital  space  deeply  concave,  f as 
wide  as  eye;  a slip  of  skin,  f as  long  as  the  diameter  of  the  eye,  over  the 
anterior  edge  of  each  eye,  and  a longer  one  over  the  posterior  edge;  a few 
minute  fleshy  slips  on  nape ; nasal  spines  long  and  sharp,  somewhat  curved 
back;  spine  on  preopercle  simple,  hooked  up,  a minute  spine  above  it  and 
a blunt  spine  below ; posterior  end  of  opercle  prominent,  forming  a blunt 
spine ; opercle  produced  posteriorly  in  a flap,  which  lies  in  a shallow  groove 
in  the  shoulder  girdle;  no  opercular  spine;  gill  membranes  united,  but 
not  joined  to  the  isthmus;  a distinct  slit  behind  fourth  gill  arch ; branchi- 
ostegals  5.  Top  of  head  to  middle  of  eyes,  opercles,  and  upper  part  of 
X^reopercles  closely  covered  with  small  rough  scales,  head  otherwise 
naked;  body  above  lateral  line  completely  covered  with  ctenoid  scales. 
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not  very  regular  in  size,  arranged  in  about  67  series ; lower  half  of  body 
covered  to  within  a short  distance  of  anal  with  about  50  oblique  plate- 
like folds  of  skin,  the  posterior  edges  of  which  are  finely  and  sharply  ser- 
rate, the  pores  of  lateral  line  situated  in  the  upper  end  of  these  folds; 
pectoral  base,  belly,  and  a narrow  space  along  base  of  anal  naked;  fins, 
with  the  exception  of  pectoral,  which  has  a few  rough  scales  on  the  rays, 
naked.  Dorsal  spines  slender,  the  first  one  inserted  in  advance  of  pectoral 
base,  directly  over  the  upper  end  of  gill  opening,  the  fin  somewhat  rounded 
in  outline,  the  spines  not  varying  greatly  in  length,  with  the  exception  of 
2 or  3 on  each  side;  soft  dorsal  a little  lower  than  spinous,  the  rays  sub- 
equal, its  base  a little  shorter  than  the  base  of  first  dorsal,  and  slightly 
longer  than  the  length  of  head ; ventral  fins  long,  inserted  well  backward, 
the  base  nearly  ^ a head’s  length  behind  pectorals,  their  tips  reaching 
past  front  of  anal  fin,  their  length  equal  to  the  distance  from  snout  to 
edge  of  preopercle;  the  pubic  bone  very  prominent ; pectoral  fins  long  and 
curved  upward,  the  middle  rays  the  longest,  reaching  past  tips  of  ven- 
trals  and  front  of  anal  to  the  space  between  dorsals,  the  ends  of  lower 
rays  free,  the  width  of  the  fin  at  its  base  contained  3 times  in  length  of 
head;  caudal  rounded.  Color  in  spirits,  blackish,  with  traces  of  4 or  5 
darker  cross  bars  on  back;  sides  below  lateral  line  mottled,  faint  dark 
spots  along  lateral  line,  more  conspicuous  posteriorly;  a dark  bar  as 
wide  as  eye,  running  from  eye  downward  across  cheek  to  anterior  end  of 
intevopercle,  bordered  on  each  side  by  a light  streak,  a similarly  bordered 
l)ar  running  across  top  of  head,  slightly  turning  around  posterior  margin 
of  orbit,  downward  along  margin  of  preopercle,  and  ending  on  posterior 
end  of  interopercle ; snout  abruptly  black,  lips  dark;  fins  all  dark  and 
slightly  mottled;  tips  of  ventral,  anal,  and  caudal  rays  a little  lighter; 
caudal  and  pectoral  dark  at  base ; slips  on  top  of  head  black ; belly  very 
finely  dusted  with  miuute  dark  points.  Puget  Sound,  in  4 to  8 fathoms; 
types,  3 specimens  taken  in  channel  rocks  at  Point  Orchard,  near  Seattle, 
the  largest  4 inches  in  length.  The  life  colors  of  this  brilliant  species 
were  not  taken.  There  is  in  life  much  red  on  the  lateral  plates  and  else- 
where on  the  body  and  fins,  which  disappears  at  once  in  alcohol. 
zone;  dnij,  window,  from  the  banded  eye.) 

Jordania  zonope,  Starks,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1895,  410,  Point  Orchard,  Puget  Sound 
(Type,  No.  3124,  L.  S.  Jr.  Uuiv.  Mus.  Coll.  Maude  Paiker  and  Adam  Hubbard);  JOR- 
DAN & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  A.c.  Sci.  1895, 802,  pi.  79. 

704.  PARICELINUS,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann. 

Paricelinvs,  Eigenmann  <fc  Eigenmann,  West  American  Scientist,  Nov.  9,  1889,  131 
{hopliticus) . 

Ventral  I,  5.  Spinous  dorsal  well  developed;  gills  3^,  no  slit  behind  the 
last;  vomer  and  palate  with  teeth.  Gill  membranes  (probably)  forming  a 
fold  across  the  isthmus.  Sides  covered  with  stiff,  villiform  prickles;  a 
series  of  large  plates,  each  ending  in  a large  recurved  spine,  along  the 
bases  of  the  dorsals.  Head  well  armed,  the  occiput,  preopercle,  suborbi- 
tal stay,  preorbital,  and  part  of  the  supraorbital  with  spines;  nasal  spines 
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present ; chin  with  2 barbels.  Branchiostegals  6.  Soft  dorsal  and  anal 
long.  An  imperfectly  known  genus,  evidently  allied  to  Jordania,  found 
in  rather  deep  water  in  California,  {itapa,  near;  Icelinus.) 

2268.  PARICELIXUS  HOPLITICUS,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmaun. 

Head  4 ; depth  6^.  D.  XII,  19 ; A.  23.  Body  elongate,  subcylindrical  for- 
ward, somewhat  compressed  behind;  region  between  dorsal  armature  flat. 
Snout  pointed.  Eye  large,  elevated,  1 in  snout,  in  head.  Interorbital 
region  with  a deep  median  groove  and  2 shalloAver  grooA^es,  its  width  less 
than  diameter  of  pupil.  Upper  posterior  portion  of  orbit  strongly  ser- 
rate. Posterior  margin  of  preorbital  serrate.  Suborbital  stay  with  2 
strong  upward  directed  spines  behind  the  eye.  Top  of  head  depressed, 
a series  of  3 spines  on  either  side,  the  posterior  2 removed  from  the 
anterior  one;  2 small  spines  above  posterior  j)art  of  each  eye.  Mouth 
large,  maxillary  reaching  to  below  anterior  margin  of  pupil,  3^  in 
head.  Both  jaws  with  bands  of  teeth,  the  outward  anterior  ones 
recurved;  vomer  and  palatines  with  smaller  teeth.  A barbel  on  either 
side  of  the  lower  jaw  about  as  long  as  pupil.  Origin  of  spinous  dor- 
sal above  the  posterior  portion  of  the  opercle,  its  end  above  the  origin 
of  the  anal;  caudal  broad,  rounded;  ventrals  reaching  the  second  anal 
ray;  pectoral  A^ery  broad,  reaching  the  flfth  anal  ray.  A narrow  stripe 
along  base  of  anal  naked;  prickles  along  lateral  line  enlarged,  forming  2 
series  of  spinelets  along  its  anterior  portion;  34  pairs  of  strong  recurved 
spines  along  the  sides  of  the  back.  Sides  ashy  with  scattered  rusty  spots ; 
a series  of  conspicuous  ijurple  spots  beloAv  the  lateral  line;  lower  surface 
Avhite ; dorsal  and  caudal  marked  Avith  rusty  bars.  Cortez  Banks,  off  San 
Diego,  California  (Eigenmann);  not  seen  by  us.  Type,  a single  well- 
preserved  specimen,  15  mm.  long,  from  the  stomach  of  Sehastodes  levis,  fi’om 
48  fathoms.  (oTtiiiriHoi;,  armed.) 

Paricelinus  hoplitioits,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  4Vest  American  Scientist,  Nov.  9,  1889, 
131,  Cortez  Banks.  (CoU.  C.  H.  Eigenmann.) 


705.  ALCIDEA,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

Alcidea,  Jordan  & Ea'ermann,  new  genns  {thoburni). 

Body  elongate,  with  slender  and  spinous  head.  Branchiostegal  mem- 
branes broadly  united,  free  from  the  isthmus.  Preopercular  spines  sim- 
ple, 3 in  number,  all  directed  downward ; a distinct  slit  behind  last  gill 
arch.  Teeth  in  jaws,  and  on  vomer  and  palatines.  A palmate  supra- 
orbital cirrus ; others  present  on  preopercle.  Nasal  spine  strong.  Body 
thickly  beset  with  short,  stiff,  villiform  prickles;  a series  of  plates  along 
each  side  of  base  of  dorsals,  bearing  each  a strong  spine;  plates  of  lateral 
line  spinous.  Both  dorsals  and  anal  A^ery  long ; caudal  rounded;  pectorals 
with  the  loAver  rays  simple,  exserted,  produced;  ventrals  broad,  I,  5. 
Alcidea  differs  Avidely  from  Iceliis  in  the  structure  of  its  Amntrals  and  pec- 
torals, in  the  A ery  spinous  head,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  body  covering. 
It  is,  however,  evidently  very  close  to  Paricelinus.  If  Dr.  Eigenmann^s 
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account  is  correct,  the  two  should  ho  gouerically  as  well  as  specifically, 
distinct.  Gilbert  observes : 

“Our  specimen  seems  to  agree  in  most  of  its  characters  with  Eigenmann’s  type  of 
Paricelinus,  but  differs  from  his  description  in  a number  of  important  respects,  which,  if 
correctly  given,  would  indicate  specific  separation  for  our  specimen.  The  latter  does  not 
possess  a pair  of  long  barbels  at  the  chin,  but  has  others,  not  mentioned,  above  eye  and 
along  margin  of  preopercle.  The  suborbital  staj*  does  not  possess  2 strong  upwardly 
direct  spines  behind  eye,  but  it  is  thickly  beset  with  a number  of  crowded  smaller  spines. 
The  maxillary  is  contained  3 limes,  not  3^,  in  head.  A distinct  slit  exists  behind  fourth 
gill  arch.  The  origin  of  the  spinous  dorsal  is  above  middle  of  opercle,  not  over  its  pos- 
terior portion  as  stated  in  the  description.  The  lower  portion  of  pectoral  fin  has  its  rays 
very  much  exserted  and  somewhat  produced,  a point  not  mentioned  by  Eigenmann.’’ 

{dXui),  the  elk,  from  the  preopercular  sjiine;  £/5o?,  resemblance.) 

2269.  ALCIDEA  THOBUBM  (Gilbert). 

Head  ; depth  7 ; eye  3|  in  head;  snout  3^.  D.  XIII,  19;  A.  23;  P.  15; 
V.  I,  5;  pores  in  lateral  line  43  or  44;  branchiostegals  6.  Body  very 
slender  and  elongate,  the  ventral  line  straight,  the  dorsal  outline  descend- 
ing rapidly  forward  to  the  slender,  sharp  snout,  and  declining  very  gently 
backward  to  the  comparatively  short  and  compressed  caudal  peduncle. 
Bodj^  highest  at  the  shoulders,  compressed,  everywhere  deeper  than  wide; 
length  of  caudal  peduncle  \ its  length  from  base  of  last  dorsal  ray.  Head 
narrow,  its  greatest  width  equaling  its  depth,  its  profile  convex  above  the 
orbits.  Mouth  nearly  horizontal,  the  maxillary  reaching  a vertical  midway 
between  front  of  eye  and  front  of  pupil,  2|  in  head.  Teeth  cardiform,  in 
rather  broad  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Snout  slightly  greater 
than  length  of  eye.  Suitraorbital  rim  greatly  elevated,  the  interorbital 
space  a deep  narrow  groove,  with  a pair  of  low,  rounded,  lengthwise  ridges 
along  its  floor;  interorbital  width  3^  in  diameter  of  orbit;  anterior  half  of 
supraorbital  rim  smooth,  posteriorly  beset  with  crowded  clusters  of  short, 
strong  spines,  occupying  the  upper  posterior  quadrant  of  the  orbital  rim; 
3 of  these  spines,  somewhat  larger  than  the  others,  lie  1 on  either  side,  the 
other  in  front  of  the  supraorbital  cirrus;  upper  margin  of  snborbital  stay 
contirinous  with  that  of  preorbital,  elevated  to  form  a thin  knife-like 
crest,  which  is  irregularly  serrate  with  short  spinous  teeth,  the  anterior 
the'largest;  between  this  ridge  and  the  eye  lies  a deep,  narrow  groove;  a 
strong  postocular  spine  directed  backward,  followed  after  an  interval  by 
2 similar  spines  on  occiput,  the  2 series  thus  formed  diverging  backward; 
nasal  spines  very  strongly  developed;  upper  edge  of  the  jiostero-temporal 
minutely  serrated;  in  advance  of  this  a series  of  3 spines,  parallel  with 
the  occipital  series,  the  posterior  one  remote  from  the  two  anterior;  oper- 
cle unarmed;  preopercle  with  3 simple,  strong  spines  directed  backward, 
the  middle  one  on  a line  with  snborbital  stay  and  slightly  the  longest,  its 
length  f diameter  of  pupil.  Branchiostegal  membranes  broadly  united, 
free  from  the  isthmus  for  its  entire  width.  Gills  3i,  a distinct  and  com- 
paratively long  slit  behind  the  fourth  arch;  gill  rakers  undeveloped, 
tubercular.  Body  covered  with  slender,  short,  villiform  i)rickles,  which 
leave  only  a very  narrow  naked  strip  along  base  of  anal,  and  continuous 
over  the  dorsal  series  of  plates,  reaching  the  base  of  the  dorsal  fins;  a nar- 
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row  band  of  prickles  in  axil  of  pectorals,  behind  this  a wide  naked  area 
extending  downward  and  backward  to  behind  base  of  ventrals,  the  2 
areas  separated  by  a narrow  mesial  band  of  prickles  on  belly;  similar 
prickles  cover  continuously  the  occiput,  the  opercles,  and  the  portion  of 
cheeks  and  preopercles  which  lie  above  suborbital  stay;  a narrow  length- 
wise band  of  prickles  on  cheek  below  suborbital  stay,  the  lower  side  of 
head  together  with  snout  and  inteorbital  region  otherwise  naked;  a series 
of  34  broad  plates  along  each  side  of  dorsal  fins,  extending  from  the  nape  to 
the  middle  of  caudal  peduncle ; each  plate  transversely  angulated,  the  outer 
half  directed  outward  and  downward,  the  inner  half  nearly  horizon- 
tal inward,  the  angle  bearing  a very  strong,  compressed,  backwardly 
hooked  spine;  the  dorsal  fins  thus  occupy  the  middle  of  a flat  dorsal  strip, 
bounded  by  the  2 series  of  spines;  a number  of  enlarged  spine-like  prickles 
accompany  the  lateral  line,  each  j)ore  of  which  lies  in  the  axil  of  one  such ; 
anteriorly,  these  prickles  are  arranged  somewhat  definitely  in  pairs,  2 to 
each  pore,  but  this  arrangement  is  lost  posteriorly ; a series  of  enlarged 
prickles  is  placed  convexly  at  base  of  caudal  fin;  the  upper  unmodified 
rays  of  the  pectoral  fin,  and  all  rays  of  dorsal  and  caudal  fins,  accompa- 
nied by  series  of  prickles;  other  fins  and  thickened  pectoral  rays  smooth. 
Body  without  filaments.  No  barbels  at  chin  nor  on  mandible  elsewhere. 
A slender  tentacle,  palmated  at  tip,  above  posterior  portion  of  orbit,  its 
length  slightly  less  than  diameter  of  pupil.  A slender  branched  tentacle 
near  base  of  middle  and  lowermost  preopercular  spines,  and  a simple  oue 
at  an  equal  distance  below  them ; a similar  broadly  palmated  tentacle  on 
cheek,  behind  end  of  maxillary,  lost  on  1 side  in  our  specimen,  but  the 
scar  apparent.  Dorsal  fins  separate,  the  membrane  from  last  spine  join- 
ing base  of  first  soft  ray ; spines  very  slender,  the  sixth  the  longest,  2^  in 
head,  xevy  slightly  shorter  than  the  soft  rays ; base  of  spinous  dorsal  in 
head,  of  soft  dorsal  2|  in  length  of  head  and  body;  front  of  anal  under 
twelfth  dorsal  spine,  the  longest  ray  ^ head,  the  length  of  the  base  slightly 
less  than  | head  and  body;  caudal  rounded.  If  in  head;  the  lower  6 pec- 
toral rays  simple,  thickened,  exserted,  the  membranes  very  deeply  incised, 
the  upper  3 longer  than  the  branched  rays  above,  the  longest  extending 
to  opposite  fifth  anal  ray;  ventrals  broad,  the  inner  rays  shorter  than  the 
outer,  which  extend  to  oi^posite  second  anal  ray.  Color  in  life,  light 
olivaceous,  with  4 brown  cross  bands,  1 under  spinous  dorsal,  3 under  soft 
dorsal;  a series  of  9 roundish  dusky  spots  along  middle  of  sides  below 
lateral  line;  back  and  sides  with  small  golden  spots  and  streaks;  a dis- 
tinct series  of  round  blue  spots  above  lateral  line,  and  some  scattered 
blue  spots  and  blotches  on  back  and  head;  iris  green  and  dusky;  spinous 
dorsal  light  green,  crossed  by  narrow  yellow  lines;  soft  dorsal  translu- 
cent, shaded  with  reddish  and  bluish;  ventrals  translucent,  posteriorly 
greenish,  with  white  pigment;  pectorals  translucent,  the  rays  crossed  with 
reddish  and  greenish  bars,  which  are  little  conspicuous ; supraorbital  cir- 
rus green;  preopercular  cirri  white.  Coast  of  Oregon  (Gilbert);  1 speci- 
men, 165  mm.  long,  dredged  in  75  fathoms.  (Named  for  Dr.  Wilbur  Wilson 
Thoburn,  in  recognition  of  his  work  on  the  Cottidw.) 

Paricelinus  thohurni,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fisli  CoBim.  1893  (1896),  432,  pi.  30,  coast  of 
Oregon,  in  75  fathoms,  at  Albatross  Station  3350.  (Coll.  Gilbert.) 
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706.  SCORPiENICHTHYS,  Girard. 

(Cabezones.) 

Scorpaniichthijs,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  at.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  131  (marmoraUis). 

Body  ratlier  robust,  covered  with  smooth,  thick  skin.  Head  large, 
somewhat  compressed,  its  upper  surface  rugose;  mouth  rather  large,  with 
villiform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  gill  membranes  broadly 
united,  free  from  the  isthmus ; a large  slit  behind  fourth  gill ; preoper- 
cular  spines  small,  simple;  spinous  dorsal  long,  scarcely  emarginate,  but 
slightly  depressed  near  its  middle,  the  first  4 spines  shorter  than  those 
immediately  following;  ventral  fins  large,  I,  5.  Size  large.  Pacific  Ocean. 
A well-marked  genus  distinguished  from  its  allies  by  its  perfect  ventrals. 
i6K6p7tio<i,  dHopTtaira,  Scorpiena;  fish.) 

2270.  S(  ()RP.EMCHTHyS  M.iKMORATl'S  (Ayres). 

(Cabezon.) 

Head  2^;  depth  3i;  eye  54.  D.  XI,  18;  A.  12;  P.  15;  Y.  I,  5;  lateral 
lines  (pores)  80;  P.  1^;  C.  If;  vertebrm  15 -f  21  = 36.  Top  of  head  rugose, 
without  spines;  interorbital  space  concave,  narrower  than  the  large  eye; 
a fleshy  flap  on  middle  of  snout,  and  1 on  end  of  maxillary ; superciliary 
cirri  large ; more  than  ^ diameter  of  orbit,  laciniate ; upper  preopercular 
spine  short,  straight,  about  ^ diameter  of  eye ; suborbital  stay  very  broad ; 
maxillary  extending  to  beyond  eye.  First  4 spines  of  dorsal  subequal, 
shorter  than  the  fifth;  dorsal  fins  scarcely  connected  at  base;  pectorals 
shortish,  not  reaching  anal;  skin  thick  and  leathery,  without  prickles  or 
cirri.  Larval  specimens  1 to  2 inches  long  are  smooth,  silvery,  and  com- 
pressed, looking  quite  unlike  the  adult,  the  number  of  ventral  rays  readily 
distinguishing  them  from  other  young  sculpins.  Olive  brown,  thickly 
mottled  with  dark  blotches  and  light  spots,  and  reticulated  with  different 
shades  of  green  and  brown ; sides  with  5 irregular,  dark,  vertical  blotches, 
of  which  2 are  under  each  dorsal  and  extend  on  the  fins ; belly  livid  bluish 
or  green,  reticulated  with  olive;  the  ground  color  exceedingly  variable, 
ranging  from  cherry  red  to  green ; lips  blotched  with  white;  fins  all  more 
or  less  barred ; flesh  and  membranes  livid  bluish,  the  coloration  of  the 
flesh  variable,  like  that  of  Oph'ioHon  eIon(jati(s.  Length  30  inches.  Here 
described  from  a specimen  10  inches  in  length,  from  San  Francisco.  Puget 
Sound  to  San  Diego;  very  abundant;  used  for  food,  but  coarse  and  tough. 
The  largest  of  the  Coitidcv,  reaching  a weight  of  20  to  25  pounds.  Com- 
mon in  the  markets,  but  not  esteemed  as  food,  {marmoratus,  marbled.) 

Ilemitripterus  mannoratus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1854,  4,  San  Francisco;  Girard,  IT. 
S.  Pac.  R.R.  Surv.,  Fishes,  x,  64, 1858;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  154,  I860;  Jordan  A Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  716,  1883. 


707.  CHITONOTUS,  Lockington. 

Chitonotvn,  Lockington,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 141  (megacephalus) . 

Body  elongate,  its  upper  part,  except  along  base  of  dorsal,  covered  with 
small,  very  rough  scales;  preopercle  with  a long  spine  armed  with  3 
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antler-like  processes  above.  Anal  papilla  of  male  excessively  devel- 
oped, with  a tubular  filament.  First  dorsal  divided  into  2 portions,  the 
anterior  the  shorter,  its  front  spine  elevated.  Lateral  line  armed  with  a 
series  of  keeled  scales,  toothed  on  the  keel  and  on  hinder  margin.  Other 
characters  as  in  Artedins,  the  body  more  slender,  and  the  scales  rougher. 
(Xirojv,  chiton,  a tunic;  v&ro^,  back.) 

2271.  CHITO>OTUS  PUGETENSIS  (Steindachner). 

Head  3;  depth  5.  D.  III-VII,  15;  A.  14;  eye  Skinhead;  maxillary  2; 
first  dorsal  spine  If;  pectorals  If;  ventrals  If;  caudal  If.  Body  mod- 
erately slender,  robust  anteriorly,  tapering  into  a slender  caudal  pe- 
duncle; mouth  large,  maxillary  reaching  to  below  posterior  margin  of 
pupil;  teeth  in  narrow  villiform  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  2 
pairs  of  small  spines  just  back  of  eyes,  and  a pair  at  occiput;  nasal  spines 
moderate;  preopercle  Avitli  a large  process  with  3 upward-directed  spines, 
and  ending  in  1 horizontal  one ; 3 spines  below  it,  the  upper  one  directed 
backward-downward,  the  2 lower  ones  forward-downward;  interorbital 
space  very  narrow,  less  than  4 of  pupil.  Top  of  head  to  in  front  of  eyes 
closely  sealed  with  strongly  ctenoid  scales;  a row  of  quadrate  plates  along 
lateral  line,  their  upper  and  posterior  edges  strongly  serrate,  lower 
and  anterior  edges  embedded,  above  these  the  back  evenlj^  covered  with  a 
belt  of  ctenoid  scales  in  5 or  6 series;  a narrow  space  below  dorsal;  body 
below  lateral  line  naked.  First  dorsal  spine  elongate,  reaching  to  the 
base  of  the  next  to  the  last  spine,  its  length  quite  variable,  the  first  3 
spines  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  fin  by  a deep  notch,  the  third  spine 
shorter  than  the  fourth ; pectorals  reaching  past  front  of  anal ; ventrals 
long  and  slender,  inserted  slightly  behind  base  of  pectoral,  their  tips 
scarcely  reaching  to  vent.  Color  pale  olivaceous,  with  indications  of 
dark  cross  bars  above;  lower  parts  white;  pectoral,  dorsal,  and  caudal 
with  dark  cross  bars;  ventrals  and  anal  white;  tip  of  snout  dark;  a dark 
blotch  at  base  of  caudal.  Length  6 inches.  Puget  Sound  to  San  Fran- 
cisco ; not  rare  in  waters  of  moderate  depth.  Here  described  from  a spec- 
imen from  Puget  Sound,  4 inches  in  length.  Specimens  from  off  San 
Francisco  (mefiacephalus*)  have  the  first  dorsal  spine  usually  higher,  the 


* The  following  is  a description  of  a specimen  from  off  Point  Reyes,  typical  of  Chito- 
notus  megacephalus.  Head2J;  depth  5J.  D.  IlI-VH,  15;  A.  15;  V.  1,  3;  scales  38.  Pody 
fusiform;  head  long;  eyes  large,  separated  hy  a very  narrow,  slightly  concave  inter- 
orbital  space;  mouth  large,  the  maxillary  extending  to'posterior  border  of  e.ve ; preopercle 
with  a strong  process  armed  with  3 or  4 upward-directed  and  1 liorizontal  point;  below 
this  3 other  spines;  2 or  3 spines  close  behind  eye  on  each  side;  2 occipital  ridges,  ending 
in  si)ines,  the  space  between  them  concave;  top  of  head,  interocular  space,  shout,  upper 
part  of  opercle,  and  a narrow  belt  close  under  the  eye  covered  with  rough  scales;  lateral 
line  with  a series  of  quadrate  plates,  their  upper  and  posterior  edges  strongly  serrate,  the 
lower  and  anterior  edges  embedded ; above  these  the  back  evenly  covered  with  smaller 
scales,  the  lower  and  anterior  part  of  each  scale  embedded,  and  the  upper  edge  strongly 
toothed;  5 to  8 rows  of  these  scales;  a narrow  naked  area  at  base  of  dorsal.  Dorsal 
spines  slender,  the  first  usually  longer  than  head,  reaching  past  front  of  soft  dorsal  when 
depressed;  the  second  and  third  spines  progressively  shortened ; the  fourth  higher  than 
third,  the  membrane  between  third  and  fourth  deeply  emarginate ; second  dorsal  high ; 
pectorals  reaching  past  front  of  anal;  ventrals  to  vent;  anal  papilla  very  large;  no  con- 
spicuous cirri.  Color  pale  olivaceous  with  darker  cross  bars;  fins  in  the  male  blackish; 
ventrals  and  anal  whitish,  unmarked;  eye  dusky  above.  Length  6 inches.  Off  San 
Francisco,  in  deepwater;  taken  in  sweep  nets  {parranzelle)  olf  Drake  Bay  and  Point 
Reyes. 
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body  more  slender.  These  characters  are  variable,  and  specimens  from 
the  Oregon  coast  show  various  intergradations. 

Artediiis  pugetensis,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitraffe,  v,  133.  pi.  14,  fig.  2,  1876,  Puget 
Sound,  Fox  Island  near  Steilacoom,  Port  Townsend,  ami  San  Francisco.  (Coll. 
Steindachner.)  * 

Chitonotus  megacephalus,  Lockington,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 141,  off  San  Francisco, 
(Coll.  W,  N.  Lockington.) 

Icehis  pugetensis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsi.s,  692,  1883. 

Icelus  megacephalus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  692,  1883. 

Chitonotus  pugetensii,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal,  Ac.  Sci,  1895, 805. 

708.  TARANDICHTHYS,  Jordan  & Evermann, 

Tarandichthys,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896, 225  {filamentosus). 

This  genus  is  close  to  Icelinus,  from  which  it  differs  in  the  presence  of 
bony  plates  behind  the  axil,  and  in  having  1 or  more  of  the  dorsal  spines 
produced  in  filaments,  these  specially  developed  in  the  male.  Three  or  4 
preopercular  spines,  the  upper  one  strong  and  widely  branched.  The  dorsal 
band  of  plates  is  less  complete  than  in  Icelinus.  Deep  water  of  the  North 
Pacific.  {rdpay8o<;,  reindeer,  from  the  antler-like  spines;  fish.) 

a.  Occiput  with  a pit-like  depression ; nasal,  2 postocular,  and  occipital  spines,  strongly 
developed;  first  2 dorsal  spines  filamentous  in  the  male;  postaxillary  plates 
present ; dorsal  series  of  plates  scarcely  reaching  end  of  soft  dorsal. 

CAVIFRONS,  2272. 

aa.  Occiput  with  no  pit-like  depression. 

h.  First  2 dorsal  spines  filamentous,  about  equally  produced;  dorsal  series  of 
plates  much  longer  than  head,  reaching  end  of  soft  dorsal;  postaxillary 
plates  present;  nasal  filament  present.  filamentosus,  2273. 

hi).  First  dorsal  spine  filamentous,  the  second  little,  if  at  all,  produced ; dorsal 
series  of  plates  usually  shorter  than  head,  not  reaching  middle  of  soft 
dorsal;  no  nasal  filament;  postaxillary  plates  present.  tenuis,  2274. 

2272.  TARAXDKTITirVS  CATIFRONS  (Gilbert). 

Head  2f  to  3;  depth  44;  eye  34  in  head;  snout  3^.  D.  X,  14  or  15;  A.  12 
or  13;  lateral  line  38.  Body  not  slender;  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  about 
^ its  length.  Mouth  small;  maxillary  reaching  but  little  beyond  front  of 
pupil,  2f  to  3 in  head;  interorbital  space  narrow,  groove-like,  its  width 
^ diameter  of  pupil;  nasal  spines  very  strong,  more  than  4 width  of  pupil, 
without  filament;  supraorbital  ridge  ending  above  posterior  margin  of 
orbit  in  a strong  spine  as  large  as  that  on  nasal  lione;  by  the  side  of  this, 
behind  the  eye,  another  equally  strong;  behind  these  spines  the  outline  is 
suddenly  broken  by  a deep  circular  pit,  as  large  as  pupil,  bounded  later- 
ally and  posteriorly  by  the  short  occipital  ridges;  occipital  spines  strong; 
supraorbital  flap  well  developed;  no  other  conspicuous  filaments  in  our 
specimens ; upper  preopercular  spine  strong,  f diameter  of  orbit,  with  1 
process  directed  backward  and  3 to  5 upward,  the  usual  3 spines  below 
this ; a spinous  point  at  lower  angle  of  subopercle,  and  a short  spine  on 


* “Kommt  in  sehr  grosser  Menge  im  Puget  Sumle  bei  tier  Fox  lusel,  niichst  Steilacoom, 
bei  Port  Townsend,  viel  seltener  bei  San  Francisco  vor  und  laicht  im  October  an  seichten 
sandigen  Uberstellen.”  (Steindachner). 
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shoulder.  Dorsal  series  of  scales  rather  short,  longer  than  head,  extend- 
ing from  opposite  fifth  dorsal  spine  to  base  of  third  to  last  ray  of  soft  dor- 
sal, this  series  usually  becoming  single  for  a short  distance  posteriorly, 
and  containing  about  19  in  a series;  a few  scattered  spinous  plates  behind 
axil  of  pectorals ; the  2 anterior  dorsal  spines  filamentous  in  males,  not 
elevated  in  females,  in  our  specimens  extending,  when  elevated,  to  mid- 
dle of  soft  dorsal.  Ground  color  varying  with  surroundings  from  oliva- 
ceous to  bright  coral  red ; a broad  black  bar  below  eye,  and  4 across  back ; 
1 under  spinous  dorsal,  2 under  soft  dorsal,  and  1 across  caudal  peduncle; 
belly  white,  the  dark  bars  encroaching  on  region  below  lateral  line ; males 
darker  than  females,  with  black  punctulations  covering  sides  and  below ; 
the  branchiostegal  membranes,  the  lower  f of  pectorals,  the  ventrals,  and 
anal  black;  spinous  dorsal  irregularly  blotched  or  mottled  with  black; 
soft  dorsal,  caudal,  and  terminal  portion  of  pectorals  (in  females)  with 
dark  cross  bars.  Length  3^  inches.  Coast  of  southern  California;  nu- 
merous specimens  obtained  by  the  AlhaU'oss  in  44  and  30  fathoms.  (Gilbert.) 
(cavus,  concave;  frons,  forehead.) 

Icelinus  cavifrons,  Giibert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Miis.  1890, 83,  off  Santa  Barbara  Islands,  at 
Albatross  Stations  2907  and  2945,  in  44  and  30  iathoms.  (Type  No.  44405.) 


2273.  TABAXDICHTHYS  FILAIIEYTOSUS  (Gilbert). 

Head  2^;  depth  44  to  4f ; eye  4f  in  head.  D.  X-16  or  17;  A.  14  or  15. 
Body  shaped  as  in  Icelinus  quadriscriatus,  but  heavier;  caudal  peduncle 
f diameter  of  orl)it ; mouth  small,  maxillary  not  reaching  vertical  from 
middle  of  pupil,  2|  in  head.  Teeth  in  broad  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and 
palatines.  Interorbital  space  not  narrow,  grooved,  its  width  more  than 
I diameter  of  orbit;  preopercular  spine  strong,  f diameter  of  orbit,  with  a 
short  terminal  point  and  3 or  4 strong  upwardly  directed  barbs,  curved 
slightly  forward ; below  this  3 short  simple  spines  directed  downward, 
and  downward  and  forward;  nasal  spines  strong,  occiput  with  a broadly 
rounded  ridge,  ending  behind  in  a rather  blunt  point ; no  pit  behind  eyes ; 
no  other  spines  on  head.  Gill  membranes  broadly  joined,  free  from  isth- 
mus. A simple  slender  filament  at  base  of  nasal  spine,  a conspicuous  one 
on  tip  of  maxillary,  2 on  occipital  ridge,  3 on  preopercular  margin,  an 
incon.spicnous  one  near  base  of  opercular  flap ; a large  black  supraocular 
flap,  about  as  long  as  diameter  of  pupil.  Body  armed  essentially  as  in 
quadriscriatus;  the  upper  series  of  plates  double  throughout,  beginning 
under  third  or  fourth  dorsal  spine  and.  terminating  under  last  dorsal  ray, 
28  or  30  in  each  series ; 36  or  37  plates  in  lateral  line,  their  posterior  bor- 
ders occasionally  with  a slender  white  filament;  axil  of  pectoral  with 
from  2 to  6 half-embedded  spinous  plates ; skin  otherwise  smooth.  Fins 
large,  the  spinous  dorsal  with  the  first  2 rays  produced  into  long  slender 
filaments,  which  reach  beyond  middle  of  soft  dorsal,  and  are  much  longer 
than  head,  the  membrane  between  these  not  incised,  and  they  are  not  sep- 
arated from  rest  of  fin ; dorsals  not  connected,  the  longest  ray  of  soft  dor- 
sal nearly  head;  pectorals  not  long,  to  in  head;  ventrals  about 
i head.  Olivaceous  above,  white  below;  a distant  black  blotch  under 
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.si)iii()us  dorsal,  1 or  2 diffuse  fflotclies  under  soft  dorsal  and  several  along 
lateral  line;  below  lateral  line  an  irregular  series  of  small  pearly  spots, 
most  distinct  anteriorly;  a dark  bar  vertically  crossing  cbeek;  gill  mem- 
l)ranos  dusky ; pectorals  black  at  base  and  on  lower  i:ays,  upper  part  white, 
with  2 irregular  cross  bars;  ventrals  dusky ; anal  white,  margined  with 
black;  caudal  with  a dusky  cross  bar  at  base  and  tip,  mesially  white; 
dorsals  translucent,  narrowly  edged  with  black,  and  with  narrow  oblique, 
somewhat  irregular,  dusky  cross  bars.  Length  9 inches.  Coast  of  south- 
ern California;  several  specimens  obtained  by  the  Albatross  in  145  and  55 
fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  {jil(^nientosuSj  thread-like.) 

Icelinus  jilamentosus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890, 85,  off  Santa  Barbara  Islands 
at  Albatross  Stations  2893  and  2959,  in  145  and  55  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  44407.) 
Tarandichthys  filamcntosus,  Jordan,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  225,  pi.  28. 

2274.  TARANDICHTHYS  TENUIS  (Gilbert). 

^Head  to  3|;  depth  5^  to  5^;  efe  3^  to  3f  in  head.  D.  X-17  to  19;  A. 
15  to  17.  Body  slender,  tapering  into  a very  slender  caudal  peduncle, 
whose  depth  is  less  than  A its  length,  and  ^ diameter  of  orbit.  Eye  large, 
longer  than  snout;  maxillary  reaching  slightly  beyond  middle  of  orbit, 
in  head.  Bands  of  teeth  narrower  than  usual,  present  on  jaws,  vomer, 
and  palatines.  Interorbital  space  narrow,  ^ diameter  of  pupil,  slightly 
concave  posteriorly,  the  ridges  converging  anteriorly  and  meeting  above 
front  of  pupil;  upper  preopercular  spine  smaller,  about  as  long  as  pupil, 
with  a short  terminal  process,  and  2 or  3 upwardly  directed  ones;  below 
this  a simple  spine  directed  backward,  and  2 directed  downward  and  for- 
ward; nasal  spines  strong;  2 stron^^  spines  behind  upper  edge  of  orl)it, 
and  a single  sharp  one  at  end  of  occipital  ridge;  occipital  region  gently 
concave;  no  pit  behind  eyes;  no  spine  on  opercle  or  suborbital,  and  no 
distinct  spine  on  shoulder;  a simple  blaek  flap  on  upper  rim  of  orliit  pos- 
teriorly; no  other  flaps  on  liead,  and  usually  none  on  plates  of  lateral 
line;  plates  of  lateral  line  as  in  related  species,  41  in  number;  dorsal 
series  of  plates  arranged  in  a double  row  as  usual,  but  very  short,  begin- 
ning under  fifth  dorsal  spine  and  ending  under  first  third  of  soft  dorsal, 
its  length  varying  from  slightly  longer  than  head  to  f its  length,  double 
throughout;  sides  immediately  liehind  axil  of  pectorals  Avith  about  15 
plates  similar  to  those  of  lateral  line,  but  smaller,  scattered  or  showing  a 
tendency  to  regular  arrangement ; first  ray  of  spinous  dorsal  A^ery  slender, 
filamentous,  Auxrying  in  length,  in  adults  reaching  end  of  soft  dorsal,  the 
second  spine  sometimes  sligtly  produced,  but  iieA^er  long;  the  2 dorsals 
entirely  disconnected,  the  height  of  soft  dorsal  ^ or  | length  of  head; 
pectorals  long  in  males,  reaching  niueh  beyond  front  of  anal,  as  long  as 
head;  A'cntrals  nearly  f orbit.  Color  light  olivaceous  above,  white  below, 
the  back  with  4 black  crossbars,  the  first  under  spinous  dorsal,  the  second 
and  third  under  anterior  and  posterior  parts  of  soft  dorsal,  the  fourth  at 
base  of  caudal;  back  and  sides,  including  head,  Avith  pearly  dots  and 
lines;  those  on  upper  parts  frequently  cuiwed  and  margined  with  dark ; 
spinous  dorsal  with  a small  dark  blotch  posteriorly,  and  some  dusky 
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markings ; soft  dorsal  translucent;  with  broad  oblique  dusky  bars ; caudal 
witb  the  dusky  basal  bar  continued  on  upper  and  lower  rays  at  base,  the 
l>asal  half  of  fin  translucent,  its  terminal  portion  with  2 or  3 blackish 
crossbars;  anal  black-edged  in  males;  ventral  black  in  males;  base  and 
lower  half  of  pectorals  largely  black  in  males,  the  terminal  portion  with 
pearly  and  dusky  bars;  brauchiostegal  membranes  black  in  males;  a 
broad  black  bar  below  eye.  Length  5^  inches.  Coast  of  southern  Cali- 
fornia, in  rather  deep  water.  (Gilbert.)  {tenuis,  sleuder.) 

Icelinus  tenuis^  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  86,  off  Santa  Barbara  Islands,  at  Alba- 
tross Stations  2893,  2946,  2959,  2977,  and  2983,  in  45  to  150  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  43086. 
Coll.  Gilbert.) 

709.  ICELINUS,  Jordan. 

Icelinus,  Jordan,  Cat.  Fisbes  N.  A.,  110, 1885  (quadriseriatus) . 

Body  slender,  little  compressed,'  upper  preopercular  spine  long,  with  2 
to  5 hooked  processes  above ; a well  developed  series  of  spinous  scales  or 
plates  along  the  back,  these  meeting  behind  dorsal ; another  series  along 
lateral  line ; no  plates  behind  the  axil.  Three  or  4 preopercular  spines. 
No  slit  behind  last  gill;  gill  membranes  broadly  united,  free  from  the 
isthmus.  Teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines;  spinous  dorsal  short,  without 
notch  or  filaments;  ventral  fins  small,  I,  3.  Deej)  waters  off  the  coast  of 
California.  Size  small.  (Name  a diminutive  from /ceZ«8,'T%£Ac)?,  a god  of 
sleep,  from  the  quiescent  habit  of  these  Northern  fishes.) 

a.  Nasal  tentacle  broad  and  palmate,  witb  narrow  stem-like  base;  nasal,  2 postocnlar 
and  occipital  spine  present;  interocular  space  about  ^ pupil;  supraocular  fila- 
ment usually  fimbriate.  Head  2h  in  length.  . fimbriatus,  2275. 

aa.  Nasal  tentacle  simple,  slender.  Eye  very  large ; interocular  space  very  narrow, 
about  4 pupil;  maxillary  reaching  posterior  border  of  pupil;  no  postocular  or 
occipital  spines. 

b.  Preopercular  spine  moderate,  shorter  than  eye;  head  2J  in  length;  eye  large, 

3f  in  head.  oculatus,  2276. 

bb.  Preopercular  spine  large,  as  long  as  eye ; head  2|  in  length ; eye  small,  4 in 
head. 

BOREALIS,  2277, 

aaa.  Nasal  tentacle  obsolete. 

c.  Head  small,  ^ length;  interocular  space  2|  in  pupil;  dorsal  .series  of  plates 

usually  interrupted  under  i^osterior  rays  of  soft  dorsal,  then  continued 
on  back  of  caudal  peduncle ; no  postocular  spine ; nasal  and  occipital  spines 
present.  quadriseriatus,  2278. 

cc.  Head  larger,  2J  in  length;  dorsal  series  of  plates  continuous,  the  series 
double,  except  for  last  5 or  6 scales ; a short  dermal  fiap  behind  eye. 

STRABO,  2279. 


2275.  ICELINUS  FIMBRIATUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  2-^  to  2f;  depth  4f ; eye  3f  to  4^  in  head,  D.  X,  15  or  16;  A.  12. 
Shape  much  as  in  Icelinus  quadriseriatus.  Depth  of  caudal  peduncle 
f orbit.  Mouth  larger,  the  maxillary  reaching  beyond  middle  of  pupil, 
24  to  2^  in  head;  teeth  as  usual;  nasal  spines  strong;  interorbital 
space  narrow,  grooved,  ^ length  of  pupil;  preopercular  spine  very 
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heavy,  slightly  more  thau  ^ orbit,  with  a terminal  tooth,  and  3 up- 
wardly directed  processes;  2 blunt  sjiines  behind  eye,  and  another  at 
end  of  occipital  ridge;  3 preopercular  spines  below  the  main  one;  no 
distinct  spines  on  opercle  or  shoulder;  a spine  at  lower  angle  of  sub- 
opercle;  conspicuous,  palmate  tentacles  on  nasal  spines  and  above  and 
behind  eye;  besides  these,  a number  of  simple  or  divided  filaments  on  eye- 
ball, occij^ut,  preorbital,  maxillary,  preopercle,  and  along  lateral  line,  the 
latter  mostly  in  groups  of  3 to  5 ; plates  on  side  as  in  related  species,  36  to 
38  along  lateral  line,  32  in  upper  dorsal  series ; the  dorsal  series  becoming- 
single  behind  dorsal  fin,  double  elsewhere,  beginning  between  third  and 
fourth  dorsal  spines ; no  plates  in  axil ; none  of  the  dorsal  spines  filamen- 
tous, the  middle  ones  the  longest,  the  soft  rays  still  higher ; dorsal  fins 
wholly  separate;  ventrals  small,  about  f diameter  of  orbit;  pectorals 
short,  about  ^ head.  Color  olivaceous  above,  with  about  4 irregular 
black  bars;  white  below;  middle  of  sides  black,  with  larger  or  smaller 
roundish  white  spots;  lips  black,  crcrssed  by  narrow  white  streaks; 
branchiostegal  membranes  blackish;  ventrals  white,  other  fins  all  crossed 
with  oblique  or  vertical  black  bars;  spinous  dorsal  largely  black  ante- 
riorly and  at  tips  of  posterior  siiines ; i)ectoral8  largely  black  on  basal 
portion  of  lower  rays ; barbels  white,  except  the  sujmaocular,  which  are 
black.  Length  54  inches.  Off  southern  California,  in  rather  deep  water. 
(Gilbert.)  (Jimhriatus,  fringed.) 

Icelinus  fimhriatue,  Gilbert,  Proc.  TT.  S.  ISTat.  Mus.  1890, 87,  off  Santa  Barbara  Islands,  at 

Albatross  Stations  2893  and  2975,  in  145  and  36  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  43087.  Coll. 

Gilbert.) 

‘227G.  K’ELINUS  OCULATUS,  Gilbert. 

Headlong,  2f;  depth  5i;  eye  3f  in  head;  snout  3^.  D.  X,  15;  A,  14;  lat- 
eral line  39.  Body  elongate,  tapering  rapidly  backward  to  the  very  slen- 
der caudal  peduncle,  whose  least  depth  is  2^  in  its  length;  lower  profile 
straight;  head  sharp  anteriorly,  the  occipital  ridge  blunt,  the  included 
space  gently  concave,  not  pit-like ; eye  very  largo;  interorbital  space  very 
narrow,  slightly  concave  posteriorly,  with  a median  ridge  in  front,  very 
strongly  exiiauding  over  front  of  eye,  its  width  f pupil ; mouth  large,  ex- 
tending beyond  vertical  from  pupil,  2i  in  head;  teeth  in  rather  narrow 
bands  in  jaws  and  on  vomer  and  palatines;  preopercular  spine  rather 
small,  in  the  single  specimen  known,  bifid  at  tip  and  with  2 strong 
antler-like  process('S  directed  upward,  the  number  varying  in  all  known 
sjiecies,  and  probably  normally  greater  than  2 in  this  species;  below 
this,  a weak  spinous  projection  direct'd  backward,  and  2 stronger  ones 
downward  and  forward;  a spinous  point  at  lower  angle  of  subopercle, 
none  on  occiput,  shoulder,  or  opercle;  branchiostegal  membranes,  gill 
rakers,  and  armature  of  side  as  usual,  the  dorsal  series  of  plates  unu- 
sually well  developed,  extending  from  opposite  second  dorsal  spine  to 
beyond  second  dorsal,  Avhere  the  series  becomes  single,  those  of  the  two 
sides  closely  apjiroximated;  no  scattered  plates  behind  pectorals;  an 
elongate,  simple  supraorbital  flap,  a filament  in  connection  with  nasal 
spine,  2 on  occipital  ridge,  and  1 on  maxillary ; a few  filaments  on  plates 
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of  lateral  line;  none  of  the  dorsal  spines  elevated;  pectorals  reach- 
ing slightly  beyond  origin  of  anal.  Color  as  in  T.  tenuis,  hut  the  light 
spots  on  upper  parts  of  body  not  elongate,  and  not  dark  margined : no 
conspicuous  dark  bar  below  orbit;  anal  fin  translucent  in  the  specimen 
here  described,  a female.  Length  5^  inches.  Southern  California;  1 
specimen  known.  (Gilbert.)  (oca7a/as,  large-eyed.) 

Icelinus  omlatiis,  Gujbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Kat.  Mus.  1890,  88,  off  Santa  Barbara  Islands  at 
Albatross  Station  2935,  in  124  fathoms.  (Coll.  Gilbert.) 


2277.  ICELIXUS  BOKEALIS,  Gilbert. 

Head  2f ; depth  4f  to  54;  eye  4 in  head.  D.  IX  or  X,  16;  A.  13  or  14;  P. 
16;  lateral  line  39.  Very  similar  to  Icelinus  oculatus,  hut  differing  in  the 
large  size  of  the  xireopercular  spine,  the  smaller,  less  elliptical  eye,  the 
wider  interorhital  space,  less  abruptly  expanding  anteriorly,  the  lower 
occipital  ridges,  and  in  the  much  smaller  size.  Body  slender,  tapering 
rapidly  backward  to  caudal  imduncle,  whose  least  depth  is  3f  to  4:^  in  its 
length;  headlong,  smaller  than  in /ce7m24S  oculatus;  occipital  ridges  blunt, 
the  included  space  gently  concave,  not  i)it-like ; interorhital  space  wider 
than  in  Icelinus  oculatus,  not  distinctly  concave,  the  median  ridge  very 
faint,  the  width  about  4 in  eye  (in  oculatus  about  10  in  eye) ; supraocular 
and  occipital  ridges  rugose  or  minutely  pitted;  2 consx)icuous  mucous 
pores  behind  each  eye,  the  anterior  margins  often  elevated  to  form  a spi- 
nous projection;  mouth  large,  extending  beyond  vertical  from  pupil,  2i 
in  head;  teeth  in  narrow  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  the  2 
anterior  pores  on  mandible  oxien  together  at  symphysis  as  in  all  the  other 
species  of  the  genus  excej^t  Icelinus  oculatus,  where  they  open  separately, 
on  either  side  of  the  sym^ibysis ; preopercular  spine  large,  about  as  large 
as  ej'e,  with  3 antler-like  jirocesses  directed  upward;  below  this  a weak, 
spinous  j)rojeetioii  directed  backward  (wanting  in  many  specimens),  and 
2 stronger  ones  downward  and  forward;  a spinous  point  at  the  lower 
angle  of  subopercle;  an  indistinct  spine  terminating  in  occipital  ridge; 
armature  of  sides  as  in  Icelinus  oculatus,  the  dorsal  series  of  plates  extend- 
ing continuously  onto  the  back  of  caudal  peduncle;  no  scattered  plates 
behind  pectorals;  a large,  rather  broad  supraorbital  flap,  bifid  or  trifid, 
or  occasionally  with  more  than  3 terminal  filaments ; the  height  of  ff aji 
equals  or  slightly  exceeds  diameter  of  xuipil ; a white  filament  near  tij)  of 
maxillary;  2 pairs  on  occipital  ridges;  1,  not  wholly  constant,  on  cheek 
overlying  suborbital  stay;  a few  scattered  ones  accompanying  plates 
of  lateral  line;  none  of  the  dorsal  spines  elevated;  pectoral  fins  reach- 
ing slightly  beyond  origin  of  anal.  Color  olivaceous  above,  sides  of  head 
and  body  vermiculated  and  blotched  with  olive  brown,  especially  along 
middle  of  sides;  white  below  nearly  to  lateral  line;  the  back  with  4 
black  cross  bars  as  in  Icelinus  oculatus]  a dark  blotch  on  cheek,  and  a dark 
streak  forward  from  eye;  membrane  between  first  2 spines  of  first  dor- 
sal dark;  usually  a black  terminal  bar  posteriorly;  second  dorsal,  pec- 
torals, and  caudal  with  faint  oblique  bars;  no  dusky  patch  at  base  of 
X)eetoral;  anal  translucent.  Length  24  feet.  Aleutian  Islands,  coast  of 
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Alaska;*  numerous  specimens  taken  both  north  anci  south  of  the  Aleutian 
Islands  and  in  Bristol  Bay,  in  38  to  59  fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  (borealis, 
northern. ) 

Icelinus  borealis,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fisli.  Comm.  1893  (1896),  415,  pi.  25,  Aleutian  Islands 
and  Bristol  Bay,  at  Albatross  Stations  3213,  3214,  and  others,  in  ii  to  121  fathoms. 

‘2278.  ICELIXUS  (^UADRISEKIATUS  (Lockington). 

Head  3^ ; depth  5^.  D.  VIII,  13 ; A.  12 ; V.  I,  3.  Body  slender,  little  com- 
])ressed,  tapering  from  the  shoulders  to  the  slender  tail;  month  moderate, 
the  maxillary  reaching  about  to  middle  of  pupil;  a pair  of  ridges  on  the 
occiput,  each  ending  in  a spine,  the  space  between  them  concave;  inter- 
ocular  space  very  narrow,  grooved;  upper  preopercular  spine  very  long, 
armed  with  about  5 hooks,  all  but  1 diia.'cted  upward;  below  this  3 simple 
spines;  head  naked  or  very  nearly  so,  Avith  conspicuous  mucous  pores 
above  and  a few  minute  cirri;  dorsal  lins  sexiarated;  pectorals  broad, 
about  reaching  anal;  A'entrals  A'ery  small;  lateral  line  with  a series  of 
vspinous  plates;  above  it  along  the  back  a double  series  of  spinous  plates 
placed  at  an  angle,  the  upper  plates  with  the  free  edge  downward  and 
backward,  the  lower  iilates  Avith  the  free  edge  upward  and  backward, 
this  band  composed  of  a single  series  before  and  behind,  and  not  extend- 
ing around  the  dorsal  in  front;  skin  otherAvise  perfectly  smooth.  Bale 
olivaceous,  soni(‘what  mottled;  lateral  line  Avith  dark  blotches;  branchi- 
ostegal  region  black  in  the  inah's;  a black  bar  at  base  of  caudal;  a black 
spot  at  front  of  spinous  dorsal,  and  1 at  tip  of  the  last  spine;  pc'ctorals 
Avith  a dark  spot  at  ba.se;  other  tins  olivaci'ous,  little  Auiriegated.  Length 
3 inches.  Coast  of  California,  in  Avater  of  modi'rate  depth;  locally  very 
abundant,  great  numbers  being  sometimes  taken  in  the  sweep  nets  be- 
tween Point  Reyes  and  the  Golden  Gate,  (qiiadriseriatus,  four-rowed.) 

Artcdiics  (jiiadriscriatus,  Lockington,  Proc.  U.  S.  Kat.  Mus.  1879,  330,  off  San  Francisco. 

(Type,  K'o.  23503.  Coll.  Lockington.) 

Icelus  qicadriseriatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  691, 1883. 

Icelinus  qiiadriseriatus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1890, 83 ; Jordan,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci. 
1896, 225,  pi.  29. 

2279.  K EEIM  S STUAHO,  Starks. 

Head  2f  in  body;  depth  I.  D.  IX-15;  A.  13;  eye  4 in  head;  maxillary 
2| ; snout  4.  Body  robust  at  shoulders,  taiiering  into  a rather  slender 
caudal  peduncle ; upper  prolile  of  head  evenly  curved  from  suout  to  dorsal, 
the  suout  rather  steep;  mouth  horizontal  and  placed  at  the  extreme  lower 
aspect  of  head ; upper  j a av  projecting  slightly  l)eyond  the  lower;  narroAv 
bauds  of  villiform  teeth  on  jaws,  Auimer,  and  palatines;  maxillary  reach- 
ing about  to  posterior  margin  of  eye.  Nasal  spines  prominent;  upper 
spine  of  prcopercle  longer  than  (‘ye,  extending  upward  and  backward,  and 
bearing  on  its  inner  edge  1 or  2 antler-like  processes  ; below  it  on  edge  of 

* “It  is  impossible  to  compare  this  or  any  other  described  species  of  Icelinus  with  Ice- 
linus australis,  Eigcumaiui,  described  from  partially  digested  specimens.  From  Eigen- 
mann’s  description  of  the  preopercular  spine,  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  that  species  is 
a member  of  the  genus  Icelinus.”  (Gilbert.) 
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ineopcrcle  are  2 small  spines,  tlie  upper  rather  l)lunt  and.  not  conspicnons, 
the  lower  longer  and  sharp,  pointing  downward  and  somewhat  forward; 
on  eaeh  side  of  occiput  is  a small  hlnnt  tubercle,  a short  dermal  flap 
behind  each  eye,  and  1 sometimes  present  behind  each  occipital  tubercle; 
head  naked;  a band  of  scales  along  back,  following  dorsal  outline,  com- 
posed of  2 rows  of  scales  for  most  of  its  length,  but  the  posterior  5 or  6 
scales  are  in  a single  row;  the  outer  and  anterior  edge  of  each  scale 
embedded,  the  inner  and  posterior  edge  strongly  ctenoid,  so  the  opposing 
edges  of  the  rows  are  ctenoid  edges;  a single  row  of  37  scales  along  lateral 
line,  the  anterior  ones  rougher  than  the  others.  Dorsal  spines  slender, 
the  flns  not  connected;  front  of  anal  slightly  nearer  tip  of  snout  than  base 
of  caudal ; pectorals  rather  wide,  reaching  a little  past  front  of  soft  dorsal. 
Color  olive  gray,  with  faint  irregular  darker  cross  bars  on  back,  the  lirst 
under  middle  of  spinous  dorsal,  the  second  under  flrst  fourth  of  soft  dorsal, 
the  third  under  last  fourth  of  soft  dorsals,  indications  of  1 on  caudal 
peduncle,  and  a dark  streak  at  base  of  caudal  tin;  sides  and  back  mottled, 
under  parts  white;  ventrals  and  anal  white,  other  tins  crossed  with  dark 
wavy  lines.  This  species  is  closely  related  to  IceUnus  horealis,  diftering 
from  it  in  having  a smaller  eye,  a stouter  caudal  peduncle,  a slightly 
wider  interorbital  space,  shorter  barbels  behind  eye,  the  barbels  at  occiput 
not  so  constant  in  their  presence,  and  in  liaAdng  the  end  of  maxillary  in  a 
ditferent  relation  to  the  eye.  The  eye  of  IceUnus  horealis  is  contained  only 
3 times  in  the  length  of  the  head  in  specimens  of  the  same  size  as  IceUnus 
straho  and  the  maxillary  scarcely  reaches  past  i)upil.  This  comparison 
is  based  on  specimens  of  J.  horealis  taken  by  the  Albatross  in  the  Straits  of 
Fuca  and  in  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska.  Puget  Sound,  at  Port  Ludlow,  Wash- 
ington, where  many  specimens  were  obtained  in  1896  by  Mr.  Starks. 
{drpa/3cbv,  squint-eyed.) 

IceUnus  Strabo,  Stakks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  Vol.  VI,  1896,  551,  Port  Ludlow,  Wash- 
ington. (Type,  ISTo.  5451,  L.  S.  Jr.  TJniv.  Mus,  Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.) 

710.  ASTROLYTES,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Astrolytes,  Jordan  A Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  807  (fencstralis). 

This  genus  is  close  to  Artedius,  with  which  it  agrees  in  most  respects, 
diftering  in  the  presence  of  stellate  scales  on  top  of  head,  in  the  concave 
iiiterorbital  area,  the  rough  vertex,  and  in  the  form  of  the  large  preoper- 
cnlar  spine,  which  is  bifid  at  tip  with  1 antler-like  process  or  hook  above. 
The  mouth  is  smaller  than  in  A the  ventrals  longer,  the  band  of 
scales  on  back  more  developed  and  the  nasal  spines  larger.  There  is  some- 
times a small  pore  behind  fourth  gill  arch.  Shore  fishes  of  the  North 
Pacific.  {d6rpov,  star;  Xvn'jp,  releaser.) 

a.  Edge  of  preopercle  below  with  blunt  serrated  processes  below  the  spine;  band  of 
scales  not  meeting  its  fellow  behind  dorsal  fin ; dorsal  rays  IX,  15. 

NOTOSPmOTUS,  2280. 

aa.  Edge  of  preopercle  below  spine  with  processes  entire,  covered  by  skin;  band  of 
scales  meeting  its  fellow  behind  dorsal  fin ; dorsal  rays  IX,  17. 

FENESTRALIS,  2281. 
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22S0.  ASTROIATES  XOTOSPILOTUS  (Girard). 

Head2f;  depth  4f;  eye  4f  in  head.  D.IX,  15;  A.  11  or  12;  scales  about 
44.  Head  short  and  broad,  its  vertex  depressed;  nuclial  region  with  a 
cross  ridge,  in  front  of  which  is  a quadrate  de])ression;  2 blunt  tuber- 
cles behind  each  eye,  armed  at  tip  with  small  spines;  liehiud  these  2 
others  without  spines,  on  the  occipital  ridges;  each  of  these  spines  with 
a small  cirrus ; a small  cirrus  above  posterior  part  of  eye;  a minute  one 
on  the  maxillary;  iuterorbital  space  <leeply  concave,  the  supraocular 
ridges  elevated.  !Moutli  moderate,  broad,  the  maxillary  extending  to  be- 
yond the  pupil,  its  length  nearly  ^ that  of  the  head;  siiborbital  stay 
strong;  i)reopercle  with  a strong  process,  bitid  at  tip,  and  with  1 or  more 
upward-directed  spines;  below  this  3 blunt  serrated  lorocesses  or  mul- 
tified  spines;  vertex,  temporal  region,  interorbital  space,  and  opercles 
covered  with  small,  detached,  stellate  scales,  strongly  spinous  at  their 
edges;  these  smaller  than  the  scales  of  the  dorsal  baud.  Olivaceous,  often 
tinged  with  purplish,  and  much  variegated;  a black  bar  at  occiput; 
another  from  middle  of  sxiinous  dorsal  to  the  axil;  1 under  front  of  second 
dorsal  extending  obliquely  forward;  1 under  jiosterior  part  of  second  dor- 
sal; 1 on  caudal  iieduncle;  bars  and  intersjiaces  everywhere  finely  retic- 
ulated and  mottled;  lower  parts  dusky,  with  brassy  tinge,  often  with  dark 
reticulations  around  whitish  s^iots;  branchiostegals  blackish,  with  yellow 
tinge;  fins  all  variegated,  the  lower  hns  generally  dusky ; a black  spot 
ocellated  with  orange  between  first  and  second  dorsal  spines,  sometimes  a 
duller  one  between  third  and  fourth;  a large  black  sjiot  between  sixth 
and  eighth  siiines.  Length  10  inches.  Coast  of  California,  from  Cajie 
Mendocino  southward;  abundant  off  Santa  Barbara.  Here  described  from 
specimens  from  Santa  Barbara,  (j'lyro?,  back;  67tiXcDT6(S,  siiotted.) 

Calycilepidotus  lateralis,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1855, 77 ; not  of  Girard. 

Artedius  notosinlotus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1856.  134,  Tomales  Bay  (Types, 

Xos.  329  and  367.  Coll.  E.  Samuel.s  and  Dr.  W.  O.  Ayres) ; Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  K.  R. 

Surv.,  X,  Fishes,  71, 1858 ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  174, 1860. 

Icelvs  notospilotus,  Jordan  &,  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  690, 1883. 

2281.  ASTKOLYTES  FENESTUALIS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  21;  depth  4^;  eye  5 in  head.  U.  IX,  17;  A.  12;  lateral  line  36. 
General  form  of  A8irohjte>i  notospilotua.  Body  rather  robust;  head  large 
and  broad;  lower  jaw  included ; maxillary  extending  to  xiosterior  jiart  of 
eye,  21,  in  head;  eye  rather  large,  about  i broader  than  the  concave  iuter- 
orbital space;  nasal  spines  strong,  with  a consjiicnous  cirrus  behind  them ; 
top  of  head  less  depressed  and  less  concave  than  in  A.  notospiJotus,  its 
lateral  ridges  smooth  and  covered  by  skin,  without  spine-like  projec- 
tions; no  tubercular  iirominences  behind  eye;  preopercle  ending  m a short 
process,  which  has  usually  3 spines  at  its  tip,  the  2 uxipermost  hooked 
upward;  the  3 jii’oiiiiiiences  below  this  spine  small,  entire,  covered  with 
smooth  skin.  {In  A.  notospUotus  these  projections  are  much  larger,  and 
more  or  less  coarsely  serrate.)  A few  small  dermal  daps  on  top  and  sides 
of  head;  head  with  small  stellate,  uonimbricate  scales,  arranged  much  as 
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iu  A.  notosjiilotus,  ljut  extending  lo'^ver  on  sides  of  liead,  covering  sub- 
orbital and  postorbital  regions,  as  far  down  as  snborbital  stay.  Scales 
on  body  cup-shaped,  arranged,  as  in  A.  notos2)ilotus,  in  a broad  band  along 
each  side  of  back;  each  band  al>out  9 scales  in  breadth ; this  band  extend- 
ing much  farther  back  than  in  A.  noiospiJotus,  meeting  its  fellow  across 
the  l)ack  of  tail  behind  dorsal  fin ; a small,  but  distinct,  pore-like  slit 
behind  tbe  fourth  gill  (wholly  wanting  in  A.  noiospnotus).  Fins  low,  the 
dorsal  much  lower  than  in  A.  notospUoins;  the  longest  dorsal  spine  about 
equal  to  snout,  in  head  (iu  the  female),  probably'  higher  in  males;  ven- 
trals  about  reaching  vent;  pectorals  past  front  of  anal.  Color  in  spirits, 
essentially  as  in  A.  noto^pUotus,  but  paler;  olivaceous,  the  head  mottled 
and  barred  with  blackish;  back  with  about  4 saddle-like  black  bars;  base 
of  caudal  blackish;  fins  all,  except  the  ventrals,  which  are  pale  (probably 
dusky  in  males),  with  cross  bars  and  series  of  spots;  a black  blotch  bor- 
dered by  orange  between  first  and  second  dorsal  spines,  and  another 
between  seventh  and  eighth.  Length  5 inches.  Puget  Sound;  locally 
common,  (fenestralis,  with  a window,  from  the  small  gill  jiore.) 

Artedius  fenestralis,  Jordax  <fc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882,  577,  Puget  Sound 

(Type,  Xo.  27206,  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert);  Jordan  tS:  Starks,  Proc. 

Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 807. 


711.  ARCHISTES,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  new  genus. 

Archistes,  JORDAN  <fc  Gilbert, Pishes  of  Bering  Sea,  in  Kept.  Fur  Seal  Investigations  for 
1896,  1897  MS.  iplumarivs). 

Head  and  body  compressed ; lateral  line  armed  with  a series  of  spinous 
plates;  a series  of  smaller  similar  plates  along  base  of  dorsal  widening 
anteriorly  so  as  to  fill  the  space  between  dorsal  and  lateral  line,  but  not 
extending  around  front  of  dorsal  to  connect  with  band  on  the  other  side. 
Head  naked;  gill  membranes  broadly  united,  free  from  the  isthmus;  no 
slit  or  pore  behind  last  gill;  no  spines  above  eye  or  on  vertex;  a single 
gently  curved  xjreopercnlar  spine,  not  forked  and  without  cusps  or  proc- 
esses ; a large  fringed  supraorbital  flap ; small  flaps  and  cirri  on  occiput, 
sides  of  head,  and  along  lateral  line;  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines; 
dorsals  continuous,  notched  between  siiiuous  and  soft  xiortious ; ventrals 
I,  3,  without  setie ; vent  far  forward,  immediately  behind  base  of  ventral 
fins,  the  male  with  a long  anal  xiapilla.  {dpxos,  vent;  alluding  to  its 
unusual  iiosition. ) 

2282.  ARCHISTES  PLOIARIUS,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert. 

Head  3f  in  length;  depth  4;  eye  34  in  head.  D.  X,  23;  A.  18;  P.  15  or  16, 
Anterior  xiortion  of  head  comxiressed  and  narrow,  with  vertical  side.s,  the 
width  at  angle  of  mouth  little  greater  than  diameter  of  orbit.  From  the 
ocular  region  the  head  widens  rapidly  backward  and  downward  to  pre- 
oxiercular  spine,  leaving  the  occixnit  narrow;  greate.st  width  of  head  and 
body  near  jireopercnlar  spine,  slightly  less  than  depth  of  head  at  occiput ; 
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body  compressed,  everywhere,  much  deeper  tliaii  wide.  Mouth  sliolitly 
ol)lique,  maxillary  reaching-  slightly  heyond  vertical  from  front  of  pupil, 
3^  in  head.  Jaws  and  vomer  with  rather  wide  hands  of  uniform  fine  t(‘eth ; 
a small  pateli  on  front  of  palatines;  nasal  spines  strong,  fixed;  iireoper- 
cular  spine  strong,  simple,  direeted  upward  and  backward,  gently  curved; 
preocular  margin  without  further  spines  or  prominences.  Operch*,  thin, 
without  rib  or  spine;  supraocular  rim  elevated,  projecting  above  profile 
of  head;  inti'i'orbital  space  narrow,  deeply  channeled,  the  sides  sloping 
convexly;  oeciput  depressed  behind  the  eyes  and  transversely  rounded, 
rendering  the  profile  somewhat  concave;  posteriorly  the  occiput  rises  and 
is  literally  angulated,  somewhat  quadrate  therefore  in  cross  section;  vertex 
without  ridges  or  spines ; supraocular  flap  as  long  as  eye,  lanceolate  in  form, 
coarsely  fringed  along  the  margins ; a pair  of  hroad,  deeply  cleft  flaps  near 
middle  of  occiput,  and  a second  pair  at  posterior  edge  of  occiput;  a long 
nasal  cirrus,  a series  of  short  filaments  along  margin  of  preopercle,  1 on  sub- 
orbital  stay,  1 near  tip  of  maxillary,  a cleft  filament  near  opercular  angle, 
and  a series  of  4 filaments  along  middle  of  lateral  line;  anterior  nostrils 
in  a short  tube;  gill  membranes  widely  joined  across  the  throat,  entirely 
free  from  isthmus.  Lateral  line  rising  in  a high  convex  curve  anteriorly, 
the  curved  and  straight  portions  eqiial;  along  its  course  is  a series  of  44 
plates,  with  the  upper  edge  free  and  spinous,  large  along  the  curved  por- 
tion of  the  line,  but  diminishing  rapidly  in  size  posteriorly,  the  free  edge 
becoming  smooth  or  nearly  so;  a series  of  much  smaller  but  similar  plat<*8 
li(‘S  along  base  of  dorsal,  extending  halfway  along  back  of  caudal  peduncle, 
widening  under  anterior  half  of  spinous  dorsal  to  form  a band  which  nearly 
fills  the  space  between  dorsal  and  lateral  line;  skin  otherwise  entirely 
naked.  Dorsal  beginning  a pupil’s  diameter  behind  occiput.  Spines  very 
slender,  the  anterior  ones  highest,  each  crowned  with  a membranaceous  flap 
which  is  digitately  cleft ; the  third  spine  longest,  | length  of  head ; the  last 
spine  about  f the  third  and  | the  succeeding  short  ray;  pectoral  rays  all 
simple,  the  lower  thickened  with  incised  membranes,  the  longest  rays 
reaching  vertical  from  third  anal  ray;  ventrals  narrow,  reaching  front  of 
anal  when  declined;  vent  immediately  behind  ventral  fins,  the  long  anal 
papilla  reaching  front  of  anal  fin  when  declined.  Color  in  spirits,  light 
grayish  olive,  a series  of  5 irregular  quadrate  blotches  along  the  back, 
usually  connected  at  their  lower  margins;  middle  of  sides  with  dusky 
marblings,  from  the  lower  edge  of  which  a series  of  7 V-shaped  black 
blotches  descend  toward  lower  outline ; the  dusky  marking  of  sides  inclos- 
ing small  round  spots  of  ground  color;  an  oblique  dark  bar  on  snout  and 
a black  blotch  on  lower  portions  of  cheidc;  interopercle  and  upper 
lu-anchiostegals  with  cross  series  of  black  spots;  pectoral  with  a large 
dark  blotch  and  indistinct  cross  bars  on  the  rays;  anal  crossed  by  oblique 
<lark  bars;  caudal  indistinctly  cross-barred;  dorsals  dusky,  without  defi- 
nite pattern;  ventrals  ])lain.  Length  3 inches.  Ushishir  Island,  of  the 
Kuril  Group;  only  the  type  known,  {plumarius,  feathery.) 

Archistes plvmarivs,  Jordan  <fe  Gilbert,  Fishes  of  Bering  Sea,  in  Kept.  Fnr  Seal  Invest. 

1896,  1897  MS.,  Ushishir  Island.  (Type,  in  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  Coll.  Jordan  ) 
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712.  ARTEDIUS,  Girard. 

Artediiis,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Pliila.,  vm,  1856,  134  (lateralis). 

Body  broad  and  depressed  anteriorly,  compressed  toward  caudal,  with 
a broad  band  of  rounded  scales  along  side  of  back,  not  extending  on  head 
and  not  meeting  behind  dorsal;  no  plates  at  base  of  dorsal;  head  large, 
depressed,  naked  above,  the  ihterorbital  space  narrow  and  flat;  preoper- 
cle  with  a moderate  bifld  spine;  nasal  spines  small;  mouth  large,  cleft, 
the  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  gill  mem- 
branes broadly  united,  free  from  isthmus;  branchiostegals  5;  no  slit 
behind  last  gill;  dorsal  fins  separated;  ventrals  short.  Shore  fishes  of  the 
Pacific  coast  of  America.  (Xamed  for  Petrus  Artedi,  the  associate  of  Lin- 
lueus,  called  the  “Father  of  Ichthyology,’’  in  “memory  of  an  ichthyologist 
whose  works  prepared  the  road  toward  a clear  and  concise  zoological 
nomenclature.”) 

a.  Dorsal  band  of  .scales  narrow,  of  8 rows  anteriorlj',  and  2 or  3 posteriorly. 

LATERALIS,  2283. 

aa.  Dorsal  band  of  scales  wider,  of  9 rows  anteriorly.  asperdlds,  2284. 


2283.  ARTEDirS  LATERALIS  (Girard). 

Head2f;  depth  5.  D.  IX-16;  A.  13;  Y.  I,  3;  scales  about  28  in  longi- 
tudinal series.  Body  rather  slender,  a little  compressed;  head  long  and 
low,  less  deep  than  in  the  other  species ; occipital  region  almost  flat ; inter- 
ocnlar  space  much  narrower  than  the  eye;  eye  shorter  than  snout,  nearly 
5 in  head;  skin  of  head  everywhere  perfectly  smooth,  its  upper  surface 
with  numerous  small  conspicuous  pores,  and  many  slender  small  cirri;  no 
distinct  supraorbital  cirrus,  and  no  occipital  ridges;  nasal  spines  small ; 
mouth  very  large,  the  jaws  nearly  equal,  the  maxillary  extending  to  below 
the  posterior  edge  of  the  eye,  its  length  about  i that  of  the  head;  preoper- 
cular  spine  very  small,  covered  with  the  skin,  forked  at  tip;  dorsal  band 
of  scales  narrow,  of  about  8 rows  anteriorly,  2 or  3 posteriorly.  Lateral 
line  anteriorly,  with  small  cirri;  dorsal  spines  very  slender,  the  first  2 
shorter  than  the  others;  pectorals  reaching  front  of  anal.  Dark  clear 
olive  green;  head  reddish  shaded,  the  back  with  sharply  defined  cross 
blotches,  alternately  dark  olive  and  pale;  lower  half  of  sides  usually  with 
numerous  small  pale  spots;  belly  bluish;  fins  barred  with  different  shades 
of  olive,  reddish  brown,  and  black;  northern  specimens  with  a black  spot 
on  the  front  of  the  spinous  dorsal ; below  it  a scarlet  crescent,  bordered 
with  yellow.  Length  5 inches.  Pacific  coast  of  North  America,  from 
Puget  Sound  to  San  Luis  Obispo,  in  rock  pools;  not  common.  Here 
described  from  specimens  from  Monterey,  {lateralis,  pertaining  to  the 
side.) 

Scorpcenichthys  lateralis,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854,  145.  (Types,  Xos.  328, 
San  Luis  Obispo,  Coll.  Lieut.  Ti’owbriilge ; and  366,  San  Francisco,  Coll.  Dr.  W.  O. 
Ayres.) 

Artedius  lateralis,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Plula.';1856,  134;  Girard,  IT.  S.  Pac.  R.  R. 
Surv.,  X,  Fishes,  70,  pi.  22a,  figs.  5 and  6,  1858;  Gunther,  Cat.,  il,  174,  1860. 


Jordan  and  Evermann, — Fishes  of  North  America.  1903 


22S4.  AIITEDIUS  A8PEIIULUS,  Starks. 

Head  2|;  depth  4.  D.  IX-16;  A.  12;  eye  4 in  head;  maxillary  2^; 
snout  4.  Profile  of  head  broadly  rounded  from  tip  of  snout  to  occiput,  tlui 
snout  very  steep ; lower  outline  of  head  nearly  horizontal,  month  at  lower 
aspect  of  head  little,  if  any,  oblique ; maxillary  reaching  to  below  middle 
of  eye;  villiform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  nasal  spines  promi- 
nent, preopercular  process  short,  bifurcate,  the  entire  spine  covered  with 
skin,  3 small  spines  developed  on  edge  of  preopercle  below  it;  top  of  head 
naked,  with  many  mucous  pores;  interorbital  space  narrow,  concave,  its 
width  about  i eye;  a wide  band  of  strongly  ctenoid  scales  along  back, 
starting  opposite  front  of  spinous  dorsal,  and  below  it  a distance  equal  to 
pupil,  gradually  running  upward  and  nearly  touching  the  base  of  soft 
dorsal,  joining  its  fellow  of  the  opposite  side  behind  dorsal,  and  con- 
tinuing on  caudal  peduncle  to  midway  between  last  ray  of  dorsal  and 
base  of  caudal;  at  its  widest  part,  under  front  of  soft  dorsal,  it  is  9 scales 
wide  in  an  oblique  series;  33  oblique  series  in  its  length;  lateral  line 
armed  with  35  ctenoid  scales  in  a single  series;  all  the  scales  embedded  on 
their  lower  anterior  edges  and  ctenoid  on  their  upper  posterior  edges; 
naked  area  l)etween  lateral  line  and  band  of  scales,  at  its  widest  part 
narrower  than  band  of  scales;  spinous  dorsal  rounded  in  outline,  not 
joined  to  soft  dorsal;  pectoral  reaching  to  l^ase  of  seventh  or  eighth  ray  of 
soft  dorsal;  ventrals  reaching  vent.  Color  olive  brown,  with  4 or  5 dark 
irregular  cross  bars  on  back,  which  break  up  and  form  reticulations 
around  wbit(‘  spots  on  sides,  the  lower  of  these  spots  forming  semicircles 
only  where  they  run  into  the  white  of  the  belly,  the  first  cross  bar  under 
front  of  spinous  dorsal,  tbe  8(‘Cond  under  fi’ont  of  soft  dorsal,  the  third 
under  postcu’ior  third  of  soft  dorsal,  and  the  fourth  indicated  by  a blotch 
on  caudal  peduncle;  a dark  streak  at  ))ase  of  caudal  fin;  under  parts 
white;  ventrals  and  anal  white,  other  fins  crossed  with  undulating  lines; 
lips  dusky.  This  species  difters  from  Artedins  lateralis,  with  which  it 
seems  to  be  most  closely  related,  in  having  a wider  and  longer  band  of 
scales,  and  in  other  less  important  characters.  Length  1|  inches.  Puget 
Sound,  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Ludlow,  Washington,  where  3 specimens 
were  obtained  in  1896  by  Mr.  Starks,  {aspenilns,  somewhat  rough.) 

Artedivs  asperidus,  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  .series  2,  Vol.  vi,  1896,  553,  Port  Ludlow, 
Washington.  (Type,  No.  5046,  L.  S.  Jr.  Uuiv.  Mus.  Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.) 

713.  AXYRIAS,  Starks. 

Axyrias,  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  Vol.  vi,  1896,  554  (harringtoni) . 

Top  of  head  with  patches  of  ctenoid  scales  and  cirri ; a band  of  very 
small  scales  below  dorsals,  and  a single  row  of  larger  ones  following  the 
lateral  line;  villiform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  preopercular 
spines  3,  the  upper  short,  very  narrowly  forked,  the  others  small;  dorsals 
not  connected;  gill  membranes  united,  free  from  the  isthmus;  no  slit 
behind  last  gill;  ventrals  I,  3.  This  genus  is  closely  related  to  Artedins, 
Chiionotiis,  and  Astrohftes.  It  difiers  from  Artedins  in  the  rough  head  and 
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smaller  scales,  and  from  Astrolytcs  and  Cliitonotus  in  tlic  single  fork  to  tlie 
prc'opercnlar  spine,  and  in  the  smaller  scales,  (a-privative,  not;  a 

shaveling;  d^vpia<i,  one  unshorn.) 

2285.  AXYBIAS  HARRINGTONI,  Starks. 

Head  2|;  depth  4t.  D.  IX-16;  A.  12;  eye  4 in  head;  maxillary  2^. 
Upper  profile  of  head  steep  from  tip  of  snout  to  above  eyes,  thence  nearly 
horizontal;  mouth  at  lower  aspect  of  head,  the  jaws  suhequal;  maxillary 
reaching  to  the  vertical  from  pupil;  villiform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and 
palatines;  eye  sot  high  in  head,  its  diameter  a little  less  than  length  of 
snout;  interorbital  space  nearly  concave,  its  width  about  ^ eye;  upper 
preopercular  spine  short,  its  length  about  ^ of  eye,  very  narrowly  bifur- 
cate at  tip,  the  forks  very  small ; below  it  on  edge  of  preopercle  a second 
spine,  small  and  blunt,  and  a third  scarcely  developed;  nasal  spines 
prominent ; top  of  head  and  upper  part  of  opercles  with  patches  of  ctenoid 
scales,  a patch  on  posterior  part  of  interorbital  sf)ace  and  behind  eyes, 
sending  a narrow  band  backwards  along  each  side  of  head  above  opercles, 
and  a few  in  front  of  dorsal,  leaving  a seminaked  area  in  front  of  occiput, 
which  has  a few  scales  scattered  over  it;  many  cirri  on  top  of  head  scat- 
tered among  the  scales,  1 above  posterior  edge  of  each  eye,  1 over  anterior 
edge  of  eye,  2 or  3 around  edge  of  preopercle,  1 on  end  of  maxillary,  and  1 
at  each  anterior  lateral  scale  back  to  about  middle  of  lateral  line;  a band 
of  rough  scales  along  back,  about  7 scales  wide  anteriorly,  and  composed 
of  about  47  oblique  series ; the  scales  obliquely  embedded,  the  upper  pos- 
terior edges  strongly  ctenoid,  the  lower  anterior  edges  embedded;  a naked 
area  of  nearly  the  same  width  as  band  between  it  and  spinous  dorsal,  the 
band  running  upwards  posteriorly  and  touching  second  dorsal  at  about  its 
middle,  running  back  and  joining  its  fellow  of  the  op^iosite  side  behind 
the  second  dorsal,  and  ending  midway  between  base  of  last  ray  and  base 
of  caudal ; a single  row  of  36  scales  similar  to  the  others  following  lateral 
line.  Dorsal  spines  subequal  from  the  first  to  the  sixth  or  seventh,  the 
fin  not  connected  with  soft  dorsal,  which  is  about  the  same  height  as  the 
spinous;  pectoral  rather  large,  reaching  to  the  base  of  fourth  or  fifth  dor- 
sal ray ; ventrals  scarcely  reaching  vent ; insertion  of  anal  midway  between 
middle  of  eye  and  base  of  caudal,  its  longest  ray  about  equal  to  those  of 
dorsal.  Ground  color  olive,  with  about  5 dark  cross  bars  on  back,  the 
first  bar  under  middle  of  spinous  dorsal,  the  second  under  front  of  soft 
dorsal,  the  third  under  its  middle,  and  the  fourth  under  its  end,  the  fifth 
being  represented  by  a blotch  on  top  of  caudal  peduncle;  a dark  streak 
at  base  of  caudal  fin ; shies  with  many  clear-cut,  round,  white  spots,  grow- 
ing larger  downward;  the  lower  row  only  half  spots  where  the  white  of 
the  spot  runs  into  the  white  on  lower  part  of  body;  belly  white;  lips  and 
under  parts  of  head  with  dark,  olive  brown,  wavy  bars  of  about  the  same 
width  as  the  interspaces;  fins  with  wavy  dark  streaks,  except  anal  and 
ventrals,  which  are  white.  Coloration  very  similar  to  Arfedius  lateralis. 
Length  24  inches.  Puget  Sound,  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Ludlow,  Wash- 
ington. One  specimen  taken  in  1896  by  Mr.  Starks.  (‘‘I  take  pleasure 
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ill  naming  this  species  for  President  Mark  Walrod  Harrington  of  the 
University  of  Washington.”  Starks. ) 

Axyriat  harringtoni,  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  series  2,  Vol.  vi,  1896, 554,  pi.  74,  Port  Lud- 
low, Washington.  (Type,  No.  5047,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 


714.  ARTEDIELLUS,*  Jordan. 

Artediellus,  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N.  A.,  110,  1885  (uneinatm) . 

Hoadhroad;  teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines;  preopercular  spines  2,  the 
niiper  large,  strongly  hooked  upward,  with  no  antler-like  processes  above; 
no  slit  behind  la.st  gill;  gill  membranes  fri'.e  from  isthmus;  skin  naked, 
smooth;  spinous  dorsal  short,  not  notched.  Northern  seas.  This  genus 
seems  to  be  nearest  to  Artedius,  from  which  it  differs  chiefly  in  the  naked 
skin  of  head  and  body.  (Name  a diminntive  of  Artedius.) 

a.  Pectoral  rays  about  30;  caudal  rays  (developed)  11;  head  with  few  cirri. 

b.  Occiput  with  a bony  protuberance  on  each  side,  provided  with  radiating  ridges. 

UNCINATUS,  2286. 

bb.  Occiput  without  bony  protuberance  having  radiating  ridges,  its  place  taken 
by  a blunt  occipital  ridge  or  spine.  atlanticus,  2287. 

aa.  Pectoral  rays  22  to  24 ; caudal  with  9 developed  raj^s ; head  with  many  cirri ; occiput 
with  very  low  round  ridges  or  with  none.  pacificus,  2288. 

2286.  ARTEDIELLUS  UMTXATUS  (Reinhardt). 

Head  2^  D.  VII  or  VIII,  12  to  14;  A.  11;  P.  18;  V.  4;  eye  2i  in  head; 
pores  of  lateral  line  18.  Head  broad,  ovate;  eyes  set  high,  the  inter- 
orbital very  narrow,  ninch  less  than  diameter  of  eye;  jaws  snbequal; 
teeth  rather  slender,  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Preopercle  armeil 
with  2 spines,  the  lower  short,  pointing  downward,  the  upper  long, 
strongly  curved  and  sharp;  opercle  below  with  a single  spine,  termi- 
nating above  in  a soft  convex  flap,  eoneealing  beneath  a depr&sscd,  but 
sharp-pointed  spine;  between  the  anterior  and  posterior  pairs  of  nostrils 
occur  2 short  spines  and  at  the  occiput  2 others,  all  of  which,  in  common 
with  the  other  spines,  are  directed  downward,  and  project  Init  slightly 
above  the  integument;  a small,  short  cirrus  on  the  posterior  margin 
of  the  upper  jaw,  immediately  in  front  of  angle  of  mouth;  a small, 
pointed  cirrus  above  eye;  origin  of  first  dorsal  above  base  of  pectoral,  its 
height  I head ; second  dorsal  a little  higher;  anal  as  high  as  second  dorsal, 
coterminous  Avitli  it;  pectoral  extending  slightly  beyond  front  of  second 
dorsal  (in  adults) ; ventrals  long,  reaching  nearly  to  vent.  Color  whitish 
with  3 grayish  brown  bands  across  body,  middle  band  broadest  from  base; 
of  second  dorsal;  in  adults  the  bands  are  broken  up  and  not  conspicuous ; 
fins  with  oblique  traverse  liands,  well  defined,  except  on  anal,  where  they 
are  faint.  (Collett.)  Arctic  Europe ; said  to  cross  to  Greenland;  its  range 
southward  uncertain.  (Eu.)  (uncinaius,  hooked.) 

*Tlie  Japanese  genus  Trachidermus,  Heckel  {Centridermichthys,  Rich<ardson),  to  which 
tliis  sjiecies  and  many  others  of  our  Cottoids  have  been  referred  by  authors,  differs  from 
Artrdiellus  in  liaving  the  slit  behind  the  last  gill  develoi)ed  and  the  gill  membranes  fully 
united  to  the  isthmus.  It  is  an  ally  of  Coitus,  of  which  genus  it  may  be  the  ancestor 
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CoUtts  uncinatus,  Reinhardt,  Vid.  Selsk.Natur.  Math.  Afh.  1833, 44,  Greenland. 

Icelus  uncmatus,  Kroyer,  Naturh.  Tidsskr.  1844,  253. 

Centridermichthys  uncinatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  172,  1860;  Collett,  ISTorske  Nord-Havs 
Exped.,  29,  1880. 

2287.  ARTEDIELLUS  ATLANTICUS,  Jordan  & Evermanu,  new  species. 

Head  2| ; depth  5 ; D.  VII,  13 ; A.  11 ; P.  20 ; eye  3 in  liead ; maxillary  2-^ ; 
pectoral  1^;  pores  in  lateral  line  20.  Body  rather  elonoate,  rohnst  ante- 
riorly, greatest  height  at  origin  of  dorsal;  body  tapering  gradually  into 
the  long  slender  caudal  peduncle ; month  moderate,  the  maxillary  reaching 
to  below  middle  of  puiiil;  narrow  bands  of  villiforin  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer, 
and  palatines;  interorl)ital  a narrow  ridge;  anterior  nostril  ending  in  a 
short  tube;  a line  of  pores  around  orbitals  to  preopercle;  nasal  spines 
present,  very  short,  a pair  of  blunt  protuberances  at  occiput;  a large, 
sharp,  strong!}^  curved  spine  at  preopercle,  and  a short  straight  one  below 
it  pointing  downward  and  forward ; a small  tleshy  papilla  in  front  of  each 
eye,  and  a minute  thread-like  tentacle  at  end  of  maxillary ; origin  of  dor- 
sal over  base  of  pectoral;  pectoral  reaching  past  notch  between  dorsals, 
ventrals  inserted  behind  lower  end  of  pectoral  base,  in  distance  equal  to 
length  of  snout,  their  tips  not  quite  reaching  vent.  Color  in  spirits, 
creamy,  with  indications  of  reddish-lnown  cross  bars,  the  same  color  as 
back;  a dark  blotch  at  base  of  caudal;  head  somewhat  mottled  with 
brown ; spinous  dorsal  blackish  with  2 white  streaks  and  a series  of  spots 
rnnning  transverselj^  across  the  spines;  second  dorsal  with  6 dark  cross- 
bands, anal  with  4 similar  bands;  pectoral  and  caudal  with  2 or  3 irregu- 
lar cross  bars.  This  species  differs  from  Collett’s  figure  in  the  spines  on 
the  occiput,  being  represented  in  the  cut  as  lower  down  toward  the  sides 
of  head,  and  with  radiating  striations.  Labrador  to  Cape  Cod;  in  rather 
deep  water.  Here  described  from  a specimen  2^  inches  long  from  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  taken  by  the  U.  8.  Fish  Commission.  Very  close  to  Artediel- 
lus  uncinatus  with  which  it  has  been  hitherto  identified,  but  apparently 
distinct. 

Icelus  uncinatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Syiiop.sia,  693, 1883,  specimen  from  coast  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Arte diellus  uncinatus,  Goode  <fc  Bean,  Oceanic  IchthytJogy,  267,  fig.  255, 1896. 

2288.  ARTEDIELLUS  PACIFICUS,  Gilbert. 

D.  VII  or  VIII-12  or  13;  A.  11  or  12;  P.  23,  2 (22  to  24) ; V.  I,  3;  caudal 
with  9 divided  rays  (not  11  as  in  ArtediclJus  uncinatus)  •,  lateral  line  24  (22 
to  26) ; length  of  head  (measured  to  end  of  opercular  flap)  2|  to  depth 
4{; ; least  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  If  times  in  orbit;  its  length,  from  base 
of  last  anal  ray,  2|  in  head.  Very  closely  related  to  Artediellus  uncinatus, 
differing  in  the  entire  obsolescence  of  the  occipital  protuberances  or 
ridges,  in  the  increased  number  of  cirri  on  the  head,  the  more  numerous 
pores  of  the  lateral  line,  the  greater  number  of  rays  in  the  pectoral  fins, 
and  the  reduction  in  the  rays  of  the  caudal.  This  diagnosis  is  the  result 
of  a comparison  of  our  types  with  Collett’s  description  of  Centridermich- 
thys uncinatus  (Norske  Nord-Havs  Expedition,  1880,  29),  no  typical 
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specimens  being  at  hand  for  comparison.  Head  evenly  rounded  in  all 
directions^  the  orbital  region  not  elevated,  the  snout  not  angulated; 
mouth  slightly  larger  in  males  than  in  females,  reaching  vertical  from 
middle  or  posterior  margin  of  pupil,  to  2^  in  head;  lower  jaw  shorter 
than  the  upper,  a portion  of  the  premaxillary  band  of  teeth  projecting 
beyond  the  mandible  in  closed  mouth ; teeth  cardiform,  in  rather  broad 
bands  on  jaws,  and  in  patches  of  varying  size  on  vomer  and  palatines;  in 
some  specimens  a few  teeth  occur  in  a single  convex  series  on  front  of 
vomer,  and  but  3 or  4 form  a lino  on  palatines;  in  others,  wo  find  an  irreg- 
ular double  series  or  a narrow  band  on  each  of  these  bones ; the  teeth  are 
always  strong  and  are  probably  in  adult  specimens  never  entirely  want- 
ing on  either  vomer  or  palatines;  longitudinal  diameter  of  orbit  3^  in 
head ; interorbital  space  very  narrow,  shallowly  concave,  entirely  occu- 
pied by  the  supraocular  canals,  which  unite  in  a single  pore  opposite 
posterior  margin  of  orbit;  least  interocular  width  f pupil;  premaxillary 
processes  projecting  but  little  beyond  the  ])rofile;  nasal  spines  very  small; 
both  pairs  of  nostrils  in  short  tubes,  the  posterior  situated  on  anterior 
orbital  rim;  occiput  Avith  2 very  inconspicuous  low  rounded  ridges, 
appreciated  with  difficulty,  and  sometimes  entirely  wanting.  No  trace  of 
the  occipital  spine  seen  in  Massachusetts  specimens  of  Artediellns  ailan- 
ticu8,  nor  of  the  conical  protuberances  described  and  figured  by  Collett. 
Barbels  numerous;  maxillary  barbel  large  and  conspicuous,  sometimes 
simple,  mor(‘-  often  compound,  furuish(*d  with  from  1 to  4 short  latcwal 
branches;  a well-dev(doped  supraocular  cirrus,  and  a pair  of  cirri  on  pos- 
terior margin  of  occiput,  the  latter  occupying  the  position  of  occipital 
spines;  a short  cirrus  near  base  of  opercular  fiap,  and  2 or  3 on  preopercle, 
2 of  which  are  usually  at  base  of  the  preopercular  spines;  2 cirri  on  ante- 
rior part  of  trunk,  1 immediabdy  above  base  of  pectorals,  the  other  half- 
Avay  between  lateral  line  and  front  of  spinous  dorsal ; sometimes  additional 
cirri' above  front  of  lat(^ral  line,  and  on  lower  margin  of  subocular  ring; 
a series  of  4 or  5 very  short  cirri  crossing  the  eye  horizontally  immediately 
above  the  pupil;  gill  membranes  broadly  united,  joined  to  the  isthmus 
anteriorlj’-,  with  a wide  free  margin;  gills  34,  no  slit  or  pore  behind  last 
arch;  preopercular  spines  as  in  ArlecUellus  uncinatus,  the  upper  one  with- 
out smaller  basal  S])ine.  Dorsal  fins  Avell  separated,  low  in  females, 
extraordinarily  develop(*d  in  males,  the  spinous  dorsal  in  the  latter  well 
overlapping  front  of  second  dorsal  and  having  all  of  the  spines  exserted, 
the  median  ones  for  4 their  hmgth;  these  exserted  spines  with  their  free 
portions  narroAvly  margined  with  membrane  which  widens  at  their  tips 
to  form  a cutaneous  tla]);  soft  dorsal  also  somewhat  elevated  in  males; 
A'cntral  fins  reaching  halfway  to  vent  in  females,  about  f this  distance  in 
males.  A series  of  5 wide  mucous  slits  running  along  lower  edge  of  sub- 
orbital ring  and  across  cheek;  pores  of  lateral  line  minute,  at  the  ends  of 
short  downAvardly  directed  branches,  the  main  line  opening  in  a large 
slit-like  pore  at  base  of  caudal.  Color  much  as  in  Ariedicllm  nncinatus, 
the  lower  parts  whitish,  unmarked,  the  dorsal  region  of  the  trunk  crossed 
by  3 wide  dark  bars,  which  often,  in  adults,  break  up  into  spots  separated 
by  vermiculatious  of  the  lighter  ground  color,  1 of  these  bars  below  the 
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spinous  dorsal,  running  downward  and  forward  to  base  of  pectorals,  the 
second  under  soft  dorsal,  tlie  third  on  caudal  peduncle ; top  and  sides  of 
head  generally  dark,  with  fine  light  dots  or  vermiculations;  a light 
streak  sometimes  present,  extending  from  preopercular  spine  forward 
and  inward,  meeting  its  fellow  immediately  behind  eyes;  this  V-shaped 
mark  usually  absent  or  inconspicuous,  but  sometimes,  in  young  specimens, 
formed  of  bright  silvery-white  pigment;  other  silvery  spots  or  blotches 
may  occur  on  the  lighter  intervals  of  the  back  or  sides;  pectorals,  dorsal, 
and  caudal  cross-banded;  a black  blotch  at  base  of  upper  and  1 at  base  of 
lower  pectoral  rays;  tips  of  elongate  dorsal  spines  of  the  male  black; 
ventrals  and  anal  unmarked.  Coast  of  Alaska,  in  Bristol  Bay,  south  of 
Sannak  Island  and  north  of  Unalaska,  at  depths  of  from  8 to  61  fathoms.* 
(Gilbert.) 

Artediellus  pacijicus,  Gilbert,  Eept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  416,  south  of  Sannak 
Island,  at  Albatross  Station  3216.  (Type,  in  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Gilbert.) 

715.  RUSCARIUS,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Euscarms,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  807  (meanyi). 

This  genus  is  allied  to  Icclus,  differing  in  the  stouter,  firmer  body,  and 
especially  in  having  the  back,  above  lateral  line,  covered  entirely  with 
scattered  rough  scales,  not  arranged  in  a definite  band;  no  naked  area 
below  dorsal  or  in  front  of  dorsal;  3 or  4 preopercular  spines,  only  the 
upper  well  developed;  no  bony  plates  along  base  of  dorsal;  no  scales 
below  lateral  line;  preopercular  spine  long,  bifurcate.  Characters  other- 
wise much  as  in  Arteclius  and  Icclus.  (ruscarium,  from  riiscum,  the  butch- 
er's broom,  a rough  plant,  in  allusion  to  the  prickly  scales.) 

2289.  RUSCABIUS  MEAWT,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Head  24;  depth  34.  D.  V-14;  A.  12;  lateral  line  6-32;  orbit  4 in  head; 
maxillary  2;  snout  4;  highest  dorsal  spine  3;  highest  dorsal  ray  3;  pecto- 
ral 14;  ventrals  2f ; caudal  2|^.  Body  robust,  deepest  and  broadest  at 
shoulders,  tapering  quickly  backward  into  a slender  caudal  peduncle; 
back  somewhat  elevated;  the  ventral  outline  nearly  straight  from  chin  to 
caudal  fin ; dorsal  outline  gently  and  evenly  curved  from  snout  to  caudal 
peduncle.  Mouth  terminal  and  nearly  horizontal,  maxillary  reaching 
past  pupil  nearly  to  posterior  edge  of  orbit;  jaws  subequal,  teeth  in  nar- 
row villiform  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  process  of  premaxil- 
lary prominent,  extending  between  and  above  nasal  spines;  preopercular 
spine  well  developed,  forked  at  tip,  the  forks  small,  the  inner  one  the 
longer,  3 or  4 short  spines  below  on  edge  of  preopercle;  opercle  ending  in 

* Numerous  specimens  "tt'ere  taken  in  1896  by  the  Albatross,  at  Stations  3637,  3638,  and 
3639,  off  St.  Paul  Island,  in  32,  34,  and  27  fathoms;  3643  and  3644,  olf  Provostmaya,  Kam- 
chatka, 100  and  96  fatlioms;  3647  and  3648,  oft’  Kobben  Island,  in  20  fathoms;  also  taken 
off  Karluk  in  1897.  Some  of  these  specimens  are  in  better  state  of  preservation  and  show 
the  bead  with  more  pores  than  could  be  made  out  in  the  types.  The  top  of  head  is  thickly 
studded  with  these  pores,  3 or  4 of  Avhich  are  in  the  interorbital  space.  A series  of  very 
wide  slits  along  under  surface  of  mandible,  continued  to  base  of  preopercular  spine.  The 
Avide  slits  along  edge  of  preorbital  and  on  cheek  are  usually  6 in  number. 
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a flap;  top  of  head  with  dermal  flaps,  1 over  anterior  margin  of  eye,  and 
a group  of  2 or  3 over  posterior  margin;  a few  shorter  ones  on  nape; 
mucous  pores  around  mandible  large;  opercle,  upper  part  of  pieoi)ercle, 
top  of  head  to  eyes,  and  the  orbital  ring,  covered  with  sharply  ctenoid 
scales,  upper  part  of  iris  with  small  rough  scales,  balance  of  head  naked. 
Lateral  line  with  a row  of  rough  plates;  upper  half  of  body  completely 
covered  with  scales,  their  anterior  edge  embedded,  coarsely  ctenoid  on 
their  posterior  edge;  lower  half  of  body  naked.  Dorsal  spines  slender, 
those  in  the  middle  highest,  the  fin  without  a notch,  the  longest  spines 
reaching  to  front  of  soft  dorsal  where  fin  is  depressed,  well  separated  from 
soft  dorsal;  first  dorsal  ray  inserted  over  first  anal  ray,  the  fin  longer  and 
higher  than  anal ; pectorals  somewhat  pointed  posteriorly,  reaching  just 
past  the  space  between  dorsals;  ventrals  inserted  behind  the  base  of 
pectorals  a distance  ecpial  to  the  length  of  snout,  their  tips  reaching  to 
the  front  of  the  anal;  caudal  slender,  rounded  behind.  Color  olive  gray, 
belly  dusky ; back  with  dark  cross  shades,  irregular  in  number  and  size, 
below  lateral  line  light  with  small  wavy  bars  running  across  to  within  a 
short  distance  of  anal  fin,  and  fading  out;  head  with  cross  shades  above; 
a dark  bar  from  eye  to  side  of  snout,  1 from  eye  downward  past  end  of 
maxillary,  another  behind  it  across  posterior  edge  of  preopercle;  some 
dark  markings  on  maxillary;  lower  lip  dark;  pectorals  light  with  dark 
wavy  lines  across  them ; dorsal  fins  dark  and  mottled;  anal  and  ventrals 
varying  from  white  to  black;  caudal  with  a dark  bar  at  base,  light  with 
irregular  dark  cross  markings.  Puget  Sound ; 2 specimens  dredged,  about 

inches  in  length,  at  Point  Orchard,  near  Seattle,  Washington.  (Named 
for  Edmond  Stephen  Meany,  Professor  of  American  History  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Washington,  a leading  member  of  the  Young  Naturalists'  Society 
of  Seattle.) 

liuscarius  meanyi,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  805,  pi.  80,  Port  Orchard, 
Elliott  Bay,  Puget  Sound.  (Type,  No.  3127,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mua.  Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.) 

716.  RASTRINUS,  .Jordan  & Evermann. 

Rastrinus,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  437,  1896  (scutiger). 

This  genus  is  near  Iccliis,  from  which  it  differs  in  tlie  absence  of  the 
series  of  dorsal  plates,  the  back  being  clo.sely  scaly  as  in  liuscarius.  Four 
lireopercular  spines,  all  simple  and  weak.  Head  rough;  sides  below 
lateral  line  scaly;  upper  preopercular  spine  simple  or  bifurcate;  l)ody 
slender;  eye  very  large.  Pacific  Ocean,  {mstriim,  a scraper,  from  the 
rough  scales.) 

2290.  KASTRIXUS  SCL TIGER  (Bean). 

Head  3;  depths.  D.  IX,  19;  A.  18;  V.  I,  3;  lateral  line  41;  eye  twice  as 
long  as  snout  and  f as  long  as  head;  maxillary  extending  to  below  middle 
of  eye,  and  broadly  expanded  behind;  interorbital  space  extremely  nar- 
row, less  than  i length  of  eye ; peetoral  extending  to  above  sixth  ray  of 
anal ; preoperculum  having  a weak,  simple  spine  hooked  upward,  and  3 
weak  oues  pointing  backward  and  downward;  teeth  on  vomer  and  palate ; 


1910 


Bulletin  United  States  National  M^iseum, 


liead  witli  miiinte  spiny  scales,  most  abundant  on  tlie  nppei’  half;  all  of  the 
back  above  lateral  line  densely  covered  with  small  spiny  scales;  lateral 
line  made  np  of  raised,  tubes;  a few  rongli  scales  under  lateral  line  on 
second  half  of  body;  In-ancliiostegal  meral)ranes  broadly  united  and  well 
freed  from  isthmus;  slit  behind  fonitli  gill  obsolete;  spinous  dorsal  very 
high,  its  longest  spine  f as  long  as  head;  about  4 large,  dark  blotches 
across  back  and  several  smaller  ones  between  them.  Length  3^  inches. 
Bering  Sea,  off  Trinity  Islands,  in  deep  water.  (Bean.) 

Concerning  this  species.  Dr.  Gilbert  observes: 

This  species  is  distinguished  from  all  others  in  the  genus  IceJus  by  the 
absence  of  the  series  of  enlarged  spinous  plates  along  the  base  of  the  dorsal 
tin.  Our  specimens  agree  with  the  type  in  having  the  sides  above  lateral 
line  densely  covered  with  scales.  These  are  not  uniform  in  size,  and  are 
arranged  in  rather  irregular  oblique  series.  The  sides  behind  pectorals 
contain  large  spinous  plates,  and  the  tail  below  lateral  line  is  densely 
scaled,  leaving  only  a narrow,  naked  strip  along  each  side  of  anal  base. 
As  stated,  the  upper  half  of  head  is  densely  covered  with  small  prickles. 
As  in  other  species  of  Icehis,  the  upper  preopercular  saline  may  be  simple 
or  bifurcate.  The  latter  condition  obtains  in  most  of  our  specimens.  All 
of  the  preopercular  spines  are  weaker  than  in  other  species  of  the  genus. 
Compared  with  the  nearest  allies,  leclus  eni'rops  and  Icelus  canaliculatus, 
the  species  is  further  distinguished  by  its  more  robust  body  (the  depth 
approximately  5 in  length,  instead  of  nearly  6),  by  the  smaller  eye  (in 
which  the  snout  is  contained  times  instead  of  nearly  twice),  the  nar- 
rower iuterorbital  space,  the  very  slight  development  of  the  occipital 
crests,  the  obsolescense  of  the  occipital  spines,  and  the  great  height  of  the 
spinous  dorsal  fin  in  the  male  specimens.  It  has  also  a shorter  second 
dorsal  fin,  the  formuhein  11  specimens  being  IX,  19;  IX,  19;  IX,  19;  IX,  19; 
IX,  19 ; IX,  20 ; X,  19 ; X,  19 ; X,  20 ; X,  20 ; X,  20.  It  has  less  the  appearance 
of  a deep-water  species,  the  mucous  canals  and  pores  being  less  conspicuous 
and  the  color  lighter,  with  no  brownish-black  or  blue-black  tints.  In  alco- 
liolic  specimens  the  upper  parts  are  light  brown,  the  lower  side  of  head  and 
belly,  including  the  ventral  fins,  whitish.  A vertical  black  bar  occupies 
base  of  nppei;  half  of  pectorals,  a streak  extending  from  its  lower  end  out 
along  middle  ray  of  fin.  The  T)lack  bars  characteristic  of  its  congeners 
are  here  represented  by  irregular,  rather  sharply  defined,  blotches  on  back 
and  sides.  These  extend  also  onto  spinous  and  soft  dorsal  fins.  A distinct 
dark  streak  runs  forward  from  eye,  crossing  premaxillaries,  and  leaving- 
tip  of  snout  pale.  Mouth  and  gill  cavities  white.  North  Pacific;  numer- 
ous specimens  taken  by  the  Albatross  south  of  the  Alaskan  Peninsula,  at  a 
depth  of  138  fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  (scutum,  shield",  I bear.) 

Icelns  scutiger,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mas.  1890,  41,  Trinity  Islands,  Alaska,  56°  N.,  154° 

20'  W.,  at  Albatross  Station  2853,  in  159  fathoms;  Gilbert,  Eept.  U.  S. Pish  Comm. 

1893  (1896),  415. 
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717.  ICELUS,  Kroyer. 

Icelus,  Kroyer,  Naturalist  Tiilsskr.  i,  253,  1845  (hamatus). 

Head  large.  Preopercular  spines  4,  tlie  upper  hooked,  simple  or  bifur- 
cate at  tip,  -without  antler-like  processes.  Occiput  wi  th  or  -without  spines. 
Body  slender,  fusiform,  -with  a dorsal  series  of  bony  plates  from  neck  to 
base  of  caudal;  lateral  line  -with  osseus  tubercles;  s<-attered  scales  on 
sides  and  belly.  Gill  membranes  broadly  united,  free  from  the  isthmus, 
no  slit  behind  fourth  gill.  Dorsals  separate;  ventrals  I,  3,  thoracic;  no 
pectoral  lilameuts.  Villiform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines. 
Branchiostegals  6.  Arctic  regions.  ('IksA-o^,  Icelus,  son  of  Hyjmus,  the 
god  of  sleep;  Kroyer  says:  ‘^Navnet  valgt  med  Hensyn  till  ulkearternes 
Dorskhed,  saavelsom  til  den  Nordlige  Bopael,  nogle  af  Oldtidens  Forfat- 
tere  anviste  Sbvnguden.’') 

a.  Anal  raj^s  14  or  15;  <leptli  about  5 in  length;  dorsal  IX,  18  to  20;  occiput  -with  2 
pairs  of  spines  on  each  side,  a deep  median  pit  between  them.  bicorxis,  2291. 

aa.  Anal  rays  17  to  19;  dorsal  VII  to  IX,  19  to  24;  depth  5 to  6 in  length. 

b.  Dorsal  with  19  or  20  soft  rays;  depth  5 in  length;  occiput  nearly  plain,  without 
pit  or  prominent  ridges.  spiniger,  2292. 

bb.  Dorsal  with  23  or  24  soft  rays. 

c.  Dorsal  spines  IX;  head  with  the  mucous  channels  not  greatly  developed ; 
top  of  head  scaly  or  prickly. 

d.  Eye  2^  to  2h  in  head,  twice  length  of  snout.  eurtops,  2293. 

dd.  Eye  2|  to  3 in  head,  li  times  length  of  snout;  top  of  head  with  3 
pairs  of  filaments.  vicinalis,  2294. 

cc.  Dorsal  spines  VII  or  VI II ; top  of  head  mostly  smooth ; opercles  smooth ; 
1 pair  of  filaments  on  top  of  head ; muciferous  channels  of  head 

highly  developed.  CANALicuL.:iTUS,  2295. 

aaa.  Anal  and  dorsal  raj’s  unknown;  body  verj'  slender;  depth  7 in  length;  no  occipi- 
tal spines;  eye  3 in  head.  australis,  2296. 

2-291.  ICELl'S  BK’OKMS  (Eeinhardt). 

Head  3;  depth  5.  D.  IX,  19  or  20;  A.  14  or  15;  V.  I,  3;  P.  18  or  19.  Head 
large,  naked;  upper  preopercular  spine  small,  hooked  upward,  bifur- 
cate, 3 spines  below  it,  2 of  them  hooked  upward;  2 blunt  occipital 
spines;  vertex  depressed.  Skin  of  body  above  with  warty  scales  and 
small  prickles;  some  rows  of  bony  scales  from  neck  to  base  of  caudal;  a 
series  of  plates  along  lateral  line;  sides  of  body  with  scattered  scales; 
scales  on  sides  between  the  plates  variable,  as  also  the  scales  below  pec- 
torals; small  scales  sometimes  along  base  of  anal;  interocular  space  very 
narrow,  its  width  4 in  eye ; dorsals  separated ; pectorals  shorter  than  head ; 
nuchal  spines  varying  with  age ; with  the  young  the  anterior  pair  half- 
way between  eye  and  posterior  pair,  with  adults,  the  2 pairs  touching, 
the  posterior  much  longer ; preopercular  spine  simply  emarginate  in  young ; 
adult  with  the  plates  more  rough ; no  air  bladder ; gill  membranes  broadly 
joined,  free  from  isthmus;  no  slit  behind  last  gill.  Yellowish,  with  many 
brown  spots. 

Ensign  H.  G.  Dresel  thus  describes  a fine  example,  6 inches  long,  of 
this  species  (No.  28630  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  collection)  obtained  in  Davis  Straits 
by  Mr.  N.  P.  Scudder:  D.  IX,  20;  A.  16;  P.  18;  V.  1,3;  lateral  line  41. 
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The  body  is  fusiform,  with  the  abdominal  outline  nearly  straight;  the 
greatest  height  of  the  body  at  the  origin  of  the  spinous  dorsal  tin  is 
1 of  the  total  length  of  the  caudal  base.  The  caudal  peduncle  is  slender, 
the  least  height  of  the  tail  being  only  f of  the  greatest  height  of  the 
body.  The  head  is  large  and  naked,  its  length  being  contained  2|-  times 
in  the  total  length  to  the  caudal  base.  The  nuchal  region  has  a cross 
ridge  in  front  of  which  is  a quadrate  depression.  The  occiput  is  armed 
with  a pair  of  blunt  spines,  the  length  of  a spine  being  | of  the  greatest 
diameter  of  the  03^0.  At  the  base  of  each  spine  is  a blunt  protuberance. 
The  preopercle  is  armed  with  4 spines,  the  upper  of  which  is  the  long- 
est, bifurcate,  and  hooked  upward,  the  1 next  below  is  slightl3’'  bent 
upward,  and  the  remaining  2 are  bent  downward  and  forward.  The  sub- 
orbital stay  is  prominent.  The  eye  is  large,  placed  next  to  the  up^mr  pro- 
file of  the  head,  its  greatest  diameter  is  equal  to  the  length  of  the  snout, 
and  is  \ of  the  length  of  the  head.  The  iuterorbital  area  is  very  narrow 
and  concave,  its  width  being  i of  the  greatest  diameter  of  the  eye.  Tlie 
maxilla  extends  slightly  beyond  the  vertical  through  the  posterior  margin 
of  the  eye,  and  its  length  is  contained  2 times  in  the  length  of  the  head. 
The  teeth  are  in  Aulliform  bands  on  the  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  The 
body  is  chiefly  naked,  Avith  a dorsal  series  of  23  bon3q  scale-like  plates 
l)eginning  opposite  the  sixth  dorsal  spine  and  extending  upon  the  upper 
side  of  the  caudal  peduncle;  a second  series  of  41  similar  plates  along  the 
lateral  line.  There  are  2 or  3 of  these  plates  on  either  side  of  the  nape, 
behind  the  occipital  spines,  and  a patch  of  4 or  5 plates  below  the  lateral 
line  in  the  pectoral  region.  The  spinous  dorsal  begins  OA*er  the  tip  of  the 
opercular  dap,  and  the  length  of  its  base  is  equal  to  that  of  the  upper  jaw; 
it  is  composed  of  9 slender  and  dexible  spines,  the  longest  spine  being  as 
long  as  the  distance  from  the  tip  of  the  snout  to  the  orbit.  The  soft  dor- 
sal, of  20  rays,  begins  halfway  between  the  tip  of  the  snout  and  the  base 
of  the  caudal  dn.  Its  base  is  nearly  as  long  as  the  head,  and  the  long- 
est ray  is  ^ the  length  of  its  base.  The  origin  of  the  anal  dn  is  nnder 
the  third  dorsal  ray;  the  length  of  its  base  is  equal  to  the  greatest  height 
of  the  body,  and  the  longest  ra}^  is  as  long  as  the  longest  dorsal  spine. 
The  caudal  dn  ’is  rounded,  the  middle  ra3^s  being  as  long  as  the  maxilla. 
The  length  of  the  pectoral  base  is  | of  that  of  the  head,  and  the  longest 
])ectoral  ray  is  equal  in  length  to  the  greatest  height  of  the  body.  The 
A'entral  dn  is  composed  of  1 spine  and  3 ra3's,  its  length  being  f of  that  of 
the  head.  There  are  no  gill  rakers,  but  the  anterior  arch  bears  9 or  10  low 
tubercles.  Color  in  spirits,  a light  olh^e  brown  aboA^e,  yellowish  below; 
belly  white;  a large  dark  brown  blotch,  marked  with  white,  extends 
from  the  base  of  the  spinous  dorsal  down  upon  the  side  to  the  base  of  the 
pectoral  dn,  being  darkest  just  behind  the  opercular  dap;  a second  sim- 
ilar, but  narrower,  blotch  on  the  back  from  the  seventh  to  the  tenth  dor- 
sal rays  extends  obliquely  down  and  forward  to  below  the  lateral  line  ; 
a third  faint  blotch  on  the  back,  at  the  end  of  the  soft  dorsal;  in  addi- 
tion there  are  numerous  smaller  spots  and  blotches  along  the  lateral  line, 
and  a triangular  spot  on  the  caudal  peduncle  at  the  caudal  base;  cheeks 


Jordan  and  Everviann, — Fishes  of  North  America,  1913 


brown,  marbled  with  yellow;  dorsal,  caudal,  and  pectoral  fins  with  nar- 
row black  transverse  bauds ; a dark  spot  on  the  pectoral  fin  near  its  base ; 
anal  and  ventrals  colorless. 

Concerning  its  occurence  in  Alaska,  Dr.  Gilbert  observes: 

Not  hitherto  recorded  from  Pacific  waters.  Our  specimens  are  more 
constant  in  their  characters  than  the  Atlantic  individuals  reported  on  by 
Collett  (Den  Norske  Nord-Havs  Expedition,  1880,  35).  A definite  narrow 
band  of  fine  prickles  extends  along  the  upper  edge  of  the  dorsal  series  of 
plates,  usually  occupying  less  than  i the  space  between  plates  and  base 
of  dorsals,  and  extending  posteriorly  to  end  of  soft  dorsal.  Similar 
prickles  cover  top  and  sides  of  head.  The  plates  of  the  lateral  line 
invariably  extend  to  the  root  of  the  caudal  fin,  and  the  dorsal  series  to 
the  back  of  the  caudal  peduncle.  None  of  the  specimens  before  us  Inus 
plates  along  the  base  of  the  anal  fin.  The  species  differs  conspicuously 
from  Icclus  spinigcr  and  Icelus  canal iculatus  in  having  a deep  pit  on  occi- 
put, bounded  laterally  by  high  occipital  ridges,  each  of  which  bears  2 
rounded  prominences  or  spines.  The  preopercular  spines  are  longer  and 
sharper,  and  the  bifurcation  of  the  upper  spine  deeper  than  in  the  species 
mentioned.  In  2 individuals  the  u])per  spine  is  trifurcate,  the  branches 
very  long  and  curving  upward.  The  fin  rays  in  6 specimens  are  as  fol- 
lows: Dorsal  VIII,  20;  IX,  19;  IX,  21 ; IX,  20;  IX,  20;  IX,  19.  Anal  16,  16, 
15,  17,  16,  15.  These  average  slightly  higher  than  counts  of  Atlantic 
specimens,  none  of  which  is  at  hand  for  comparison.  The  Pacific  form 
may  ])rove  specifically  separable.  The  species  is  not  abundantly  repre- 
sented in  our  collection.  It  was  taken  only  within  a limited  area  north 
of  Unimak  Island,  in  depths  of  17^^  to  49  fathoms,  at  Albatross  Stations 
3250,  3252,  3253,  3254,  3255,  and  3256.^^ 

Arctic  seas;  circumi)olar,  if  all  specimens  named  bicoDiis  and  liamatus 
belong  to  one  species,  which  is  doubtful.  Spitzbergen  to  northern  Russia, 
Finland,  Alaska,  Labrador,  and  Cape  Cod;  abundant  about  Greenland  in 
2 to  100  fathoms.  Length  6 inches.  (Eu.)  (hicornis,  two-horned.) 

Cottu.s  hicornis*  Reinhardt,  Vid.  Selsk.  Xatur.  Math.  Afh.,  viii,  1833,  75,  Greenland. 
Centridermichthys  hicornis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  il,  172, 1860. 

Icelus  hicornis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  693;  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1893 
(1896),  411. 

Icelus  hamatus,  Kroyer,  Nat.  Gist.  Tidsskr.,  i,  253,  1844,  Belsund  in  Spitzbergen; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  172;  Gunther,  Challenger  Report,  xxii,  63;  Collett,  Xorges  Fiske, 
35;  Collett,  Forh.  Vid.  Selsk.  Christ.,  14, 1880;  Collett,  Norsk  Nordh.Exped.,  Fiske, 
34,  tab.  1,  tig.  8;  Nyt  Mag.  f.  Naturvid.,  xvili,  56,  1884;  Lutken,  Kara-Havets  FLke  in 
Dijmphna-Togtet,  123;  Lutken,  Vid.  Met.  Nat.  For.,  92, 1876;  Strom,  Norsk.  Vid.  Selsk. 
Skrift.,  18,  1884;  Lilljeborg,  Sverig.  och  Norg.  Fiske,  164;  Dresel,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.  1884,  252. 

Icelus furciger.  Malm,  Forhandl.  Skand.  Naturf.,  9 Mote,  410, 1865,  Bohuslan,  Sweden. 

* According  to  Dr.  Lutken,  Gottus  hicornis  is  identical  with  Icelus  hamatus,  this  opinion 
being  based  on  a drawing  of  bicornin  left  by  Reinhardt.  Liitkeu  also  thinks  that  Gottus 
polaris  may  be  the  same  lish.  Gottus  polaris  is  said  to  have  D.  VI  to  VIII,  13;  A.  14; 
Gomis  6icor7iis  was  said  to  have  D.  VIII,  15;  A.  14 ; while  in  Icelus  hamatus,  Collett  counts 
D.  7III,  19;  A.  15;  Liitken,  D,  IX,  19  or  20;  A.  14  or  15. 
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2292.  ICELUS  SPIMGER,  Gilbert. 

Head  2f  to  3;  depth  5;  eye  3 to  3^  in  head.  D.  IX,  20;  A.  17 ; P.  18;  V. 
I,  3.  Closely  resembling  Icehis  hicornis,  but  differing  conspicuously  in  the 
armature  of  the  dorsal  series  of  plates  iu  the  comparatively  plane  occiput, 
and  in  other  characters.  Caudal  peduncle  very  slender,  its  depth  2|  in 
orbit;  mouth  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  slightly  beyond  middle  of 
orbit,  its  length  i head ; teeth  very  hnely  Aulliform,  j^resent  iu  rather  wide 
bands  in  jaws  and  on  vomer  and  palatine  bones;  nasal  spines  strong, 
8ei>arated  by  the  high  ascending  processes  of  the  premaxillaries;  inter- 
orlntal  space  very  narrow,  grooved,  its  width  less  than  ^ diameter  of 
pu])il;  orbital  rim  becoming  elevated  anteriorly  and  posteriorly,  and,  at 
the  latter  point,  strongly  denticulated;  behind  the  orbital  region,  the 
occiput  is  shallowly  concave,  being  bounded  laterally  by  2 low,  evenly 
rounded  ridges,  which  become  narrower  posteriorly,  and  end  each  in  a 
strong  spine  projecting  backward  in  line  with  the  series  of  dorsal  prickles; 
preopercular  spines  similar  to  those  of  Icehis  hicornis,  the  uppermost,  as  in 
the  latter,  occasionally  simple  instead  of  bifurcate;  the  second  spine 
usually  directed  straight  backward,  and  the  2 following  downward  and 
forward;  gill  membranes  broadly  united,  free  from  the  isthmus,  and 
neither  pore  nor  slit  behind  the  innermost  gill;  branchiostegals  6;  eye 
large,  longer  than  snout;  a slender  tentacle  present  over  the  posterior 
part  of  each  orbit;  a series  of  plates  from  nape  along  each  side  of  dorsals 
to  back  of  caudal  peduncle,  and  a second  series  along  lateral  line,  as  iu 
Icelus  hicornis;  the  dorsal  series  with  28  to  35  ^ffates,  each  of  which  bears 
at  its  center  a single  strong  spine  directed  outward  and  T)ackward.  In 
Iccins  hicornis,  each  plate  is  traversed  by  an  oblique  ridge,  the  margin  of 
which  is  denticulated,  the  central  tooth  being  the  strongest  and  cor- 
responding to  the  single  spine  present  in  Icelus  spinujer.  The  latter  agrees 
with  Icelus  canaliculatus  iu  having  an  inner  series  of  dorsal  plates  alter- 
nating with  the  principal  series,  each  of  the  smaller  plates  bearing  a 
minute  prickle,  discernible  with  difficulty.  The  plates  along  the  lateral 
line,  41  to  44  in  number,  are  similar  to  those  in  Icelus  hicornis,  having  their 
upper  and  posterior  free  margins  serrulate.  A few  scattered  spinous 
plates  present  in  axillary  region.  Dorsal  fins  not  connected,  the  spines 
very  slender  and  rather  high;  pectorals  long,  reaching  front  of  anal; 
ventrals  not  reaching  vent.  Color  light  olivaceous  above,  white  below; 
upper  parts  mottled  with  dark  brown;  back  with  4 faint  black  cross  bars, 
the  first  under  spinous  dorsal,  the  second  and  third  under  soft  dorsal,  the 
fourth  at  base  of  caudal ; a brown  blotch  on  cheek,  1 on  base  of  pectoral, 
and  an  irregular  series  along  full  length  of  body  just  under  the  lateral 
line;  2 prominent  black  blotches  on  first  dorsal;  the  second  dorsal, 
caudal,  and  pectoral  barred;  other  fins  unmarked;  mouth  and  gill  cavity 
white.  Coast  of  Alaska;  numerous  specimens  from  Albatross  Stations 
3216,  3224,  3225,  3226,  3257,  3258,  3263,  3267,  3278,  3279,  3280,  3292,  3302,  3311, 
3334,  in  17  to  121  fathoms.  These  stations  are  located  in  the  vicinity  of 


Jordan  and  Evermann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1915 


Uualaska  Island  and  in  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska.*  (Gilbert.)  {spinvier,  bearing 
spines.) 

Iceluti  spinvjer,  Gilbert,  llept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  412,  pi.  24,  Bristol  Bay  and 
Unalaska,  at  Albatross  Stations  3216,  3223,  and  elsewhere,  in  17  to  121  fathoms. 

2293.  ICELUS  EURYOPS,  Bean. 

Head  3;  depth  5|.  D.  IX,  23;  A.  18;  V.  I,  3;  lateral  line  43.  Eye 
about  twice  as  long  as  snout  and  | as  long  as  head.  Maxilla  scarcely 
extending  to  helow  middle  of  eye;  iuterorbital  space  about  ^ length  of 
eye;  occiput  with  2 spines;  pectoral  extending  to  above  second  ray  of 
anal ; prcopercle  armed  as  in  Icelus  scuiigcr ; vomer  and  palati'  Avell  toothed ; 
head  scaled  as  in  Icelus  seutiger;  lateral  line  composed  of  raisiul  tubes ; a 
single  series  of  spiny  scales  on  back  along  base  of  dorsals;  branchiostegal 
membranes  broadly  united,  free  from  isthmus ; slit  behind  last  gill  obso- 
lete. Spinous  dorsal  low,  its  longest  spine  less  than  ^ length  of  head. 
Four  dark  bands  across  liack,  the  first  over  the  end  of  the  spinous  dorsal, 
2 on  the  soft  dorsal,  and  1 at  base  of  caudal.  General  color  light 
brown.  Bering  Sea,  oil’  Trinity  Islands.  (Beau.) 

Dr.  Gilbert  has  the  following  notes  on  1 of  the  cotypes  (No.  45367,  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.)  of  Icelus  euryops,  kindly  loaneil  by  Dr.  Bean:  Specimen  77  mm. 
long,  65  mm.  to  base  of  caudal  fin.  Head  22  mm.  to  end  of  ojiercular  spine ; 
depth  11;  orbit  101 ; snout  5.1;  maxillary  11;  iuterorbital  width  1J-.  Dorsal 
IX,  23;  anal  19;  pectoral  18;  caudal  9 (divided  rays).  Preopercular  spines 
as  ill  Icelus  vicinalis,  the  upper  spine  abnormal  on  1 side,  showing  3 points 
instead  of  2;  below  the  forked  spine  are  3 others,  1 directed  backward 
and  a little  downward,  1 nearly  vertically  downward,  and  1 downwaril 
and  forward;  nasal  spines  strong;  occipital  ritlges  obvious  with  easily 
perceptihle  slender  spiiu's,  about  as  in  Icelus  vlchialis,  liroadly  rounded 
anteriorly,  scarcely  ridg(‘-lik(5  uniil  immediately  in  front  of  spines.  Head 
rather  closely  investi'd  Avith  scab's,  scarc(*ly  so  rough  or  so  numerous  as 
in  Icelus  vicinalis,  hut  more  so  than  in  Icelus  canaliculatus-  opercle  covered 
with  scales.  Filaments  as  in  Icelus  ricinalis;  1 pair  aliove  eyes,  1 ante- 
riorly on  occiput,  and  1 occupying  tips  of  occipital  spines;  the  pair  on 
opc'rcle  cannot  be  made  out.  Armature  of  liody  as  in  less  strongly  scahal 
siiecimens  of  Icelus  ricinalis',  lateral  line  proAdded  Avith  the  usual  spinous 
scales,  43  or  44  in  number;  40  scales  in  the  dorsal  series,  which  extends  to 
base  of  caudal;  above  it  a rather  croAvded  irregular  series  of  smaller 
scale-like  prickles,  some  of  which  are  larger  than  the  others  and  alternate 
rather  regularly  with  the  plates  on  the  principal  series;  posteriorly  the 
smaller  of  the  upper  series  are  absent,  the  alternating  larger  ones  alone 
present;  10  or  12  small  spinous  plates  are  irregularly  disposed  betAveen 

* Specimens  v^ere  obtained  in  1896  bj’  the  Albatross  at  Stations  3643  and  3644,  off  Provost- 
maya,  Kamchatka,  in  100  and  96  fathoms.  E’emales  of  this  si)ecies  seem  more  spinous 
than  males.  The  spines  on  supraorbital  ridge  are  higher,  the  suborbital  stay  is  frequently 
provided  with  2 low  spinous  points,  and  the  top  and  sides  of  head,  as  well  as  the  bases  of 
the  dorsal  series  of  spinous  plates,  may  be  thickly  beset  Avith  small  xirickles. 
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lateral  line  and  dorsal  series;  a patcli  of  spinous  plates  behind  pectorals. 
Color  evidently  as  in  Icelus  vicinalis,  though  very  greatly  faded  from 
exposure  to  light;  the  back  shows  traces  of  2 dark  cross  bars  under  soft 
dorsal;  1 occupies  end  of  caudal  peduncle,  and  a very  indistinct  one 
extends  downward  from  spinous  dorsal  which  is  black  posteriorly ; belly 
and  under  parts  generally  dusted  with  tine  black  specks,  the  isthmus 
becoming  abruptly  white;  nostril  tube  white;  subocular  region  blackish^ 
the  color  continued  forward  into  the  preorbital,  opposite  the  front  end  of 
which  it  crosses  upper  and  lower  lips;  a dark  blotch  on  maxillary  in 
advance  of  tip;  pectorals  dusky.  {Evpv^,  wide;  eye.) 

Icelus  eunjops,  Bean,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  41,  off  Trinity  Islands,  at  Albatross 
Station  2853.  (Tyi)e,  No.  45367,  U.  S.  N.  M.) 

2294.  ICELUS  YICINALIS,  Gilbert. 

Head  to  3i;  depth  5f.  D.  IX,  21  to  23;  A.  18;  P.  16;  C.  9.  This 
species  is  extremely  close  both  to  Icelus  canaliculatus,  with  which  it  was 
found  associated,  and  to  Icelus  euryops,  Bean.  From  Icelus  canaliculatus 
it  differs  in  the  following  respects : The  coloration,  though  similar  in  pat- 
tern is  much  lighter.  The  belly  is  dusky,  but  not  deep  brown;  the  isth- 
mus usually  becomes  abruptly  white  under  the  branchiostegal  membranes, 
and  the  latter  are  white  or  dusky,  not  bine  black  as  in  Icelus  canaliculatus. 
The  floor  and  anterior  part  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth  and  the  gill  cavities 
are  white,  not  blackish.  The  nostril  tube  is  white,  not  black.  The  occip- 
ital ridge  is  lower  and  less  couspicnons,  and  the  spines  shorter,  but  both 
are  obvious.  The  small  spinous  point  on  sul)orbital  stay  is  less  developed. 
The  dorsal  spines  are  9 in  number  in  all  onr  specimens.  A closely  crowded 
series  or  narrow  band  of  prickles  accomj)auies  the  dorsal  series  as  in  Icelus 
canaliculatus.  It  is  noticeable,  however,  that  those  of  the  series  which 
occupy  a position  corresponding  to  the  interspace  between  the  dorsal 
plates  are  somewhat  enlarged,  and  recall  the  alternating  plates  of  Icelinus. 
The  region  between  the  lateral  line  and  the  dorsal  series  is  almost  com- 
pletely  invested  with  spinous  scales  in  most  specimens^  Avhile  in  Icelus 
canaliculatus  few  or  none  are  present.  The  head  is  densely  covered  with 
small  spinous  scales  or  x>rickles  especially  numerous  on  top  of  head,  and 
on  oi)ercle.  In  Icelus  canaliculatus  the  head  is  either  naked  or  sparsely 
covered  and  the  opercles  almost  or  (piite  naked.  Three  pairs  of  slender 
fllaments  on  top  of  head,  the  anterior  pair  the  largest,  placed  above  back 
of  orbit;  the  second  pair  in  front  of  and  slightly  within  the  occipital 
ridges,  the  third  i)air  on  occipital  spines.  An  additional  pair  on  opercles 
seems  to  be  less  constant.  The  supraocular  pair  alone  is  present  in  Icelus 
canaliculatus.  The  mucous  canals  and  pores,  though  large,  are  less  devel- 
oped than  in  Icelus  canaliculatus,  the  fish  having,  in  general,  the  bathybial 
characteristics  less  pronounced.  The  agreement  with  Icelus  euryops  is 
closer  than  with  Icelus  eanaliculatus.  In  fact,  it  seems  to  differ  from  leelus 
euryops  only  in  the  much  smaller  eye  and  the  somewhat  wider  interorbitai 
space,  agreeing  with  Icelus  euryops  in  all  those  respects  in  which  it  differs 
from  Icelus  canaliculatus.  In  Icelus  vicinalis  the  eye  is  2f  to  3 in  head,  and 
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l)nt  times  length  of  snont,  and  the  least  interorbital  width  is  11  or  12 
times  in  head.  In  Icelus  euryops  (eotype,  No.  45367,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.),  the 
eye  is  2^  times  in  head  and  twice  the  length  of  the  snout,  and  the  least 
interorbital  width  16  times  in  head.  It  does  not  seem  probable  that  the 
speeies  will  vary  to  that  extent.  Maxillary  reaching  middle  of  pupil, 
in  head.  Upper  preopercnlar  spine  slender,  forked  at  tip,  directed 
upward  and  backward,  the  second  and  third  spines  simple,  slender,  the 
second  directed  downward  and  backward,  the  third  downward  and  for- 
ward. Interorbital  space  shallowly  grooved,  the  groove  widening  back- 
ward into  an  occipital  depression  l)ounded  in  front  by  the  somewhat 
elevated  interocular  space,  laterally  by  the  occipital  ridges;  supraorbi- 
tal rim  elevated  in  front  and  behind;  occipital  ridges  low,  l)road  and 
rounded  anteriorly,  becoming  narrower  and  more  crest-like  posteriorly. 
In  addition  to  the  prickles  and  plates  already  mentioned,  there  is  a band 
of  spinous  scales  behind  axil  of  pectorals.  Spinous  dorsal  low,  the  long- 
est spine  2^  in  head,  the  longest  ray  of  soft  dorsal  2 in  head;  pectorals 
reaching  beginning  of  horizontal  portion  of  lateral  line,  the  lower  rays 
thickened,  their  membranes  incised;  ventrals  short,  scarcely  reaching 
vent.  Anal  papilla  large.  Color  in  spirits;  liglit  brown  above,  with  4 
])lackish  cross  bars,  1 under  spinous  dorsal  joining  the  dark  axillary  patch, 
2 under  soft  dorsal  and  1 at  base  of  tail  merging  into  the  uniform  deep 
brown  of  the  under  parts;  head  light  brown  above  and  l)elow;  subocular 
ring  dark  brown,  this  streak  widening  forward  and  crossing  upper  and 
lower  lips;  a small  patch  at  base  of  exposed  portion  of  maxillary;  oj)ercle 
blackish;  upper  half  t)f  pectorals  light,  with  or  without  a brown  basal 
bar,  the  distal  portion  indistinctly  barred  with  light  brown;  lower  half 
of  pectorals,  and  all  of  ventrals  dark  brown,  or  black;  dorsals  blackish, 
darkest  above  the  cross  bars  on  back;  anal  black;  caudal  whitish,  dusky 
above  toward  tip.  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska,  whore  numerous  specimens,  50 
to  110  mm.  long,  were  obtained  by  the  Albatross  at  depths  of  109,  351, 
350,  and  406  fathoms,  respectively.  (Gilbert.)  (ricinalis,  near,  to  Icelus 
euryops.) 

Icelus  vicinalis,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fisli  Comm.  1893  (1896),  413,  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska,  at 
Albatross  Stations  3324,  3330,  3331,  and  3332,  in  109  to  406  fathoms.  (Type,  No. 
48737.) 

2295.  ICELUS  CAXALlCUL.tTUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  3 to  3i^ ; depth  6.  D.  V II  or  YIII,  23  or  24 ; A.  10 ; P.  16 ; V.  13 ; lat- 
eral line  43  to  46.  A deep-water  species,  with  conspicuous  mucous  canals 
and  pores,  thin  cranial  bones,  and  rather  plain  blackish  coloration.  In 
other  characters  it  stands  somewhat  intermediate  between  Icelus  hicornis 
and  Icelus  spiniyer.  The  dorsal  plates  have  the  serrulated  cross  ridge 
of  Icelus  hicornis,  the  occiput  is  shallowly  concave,  with  low  bound- 
ing ridges  ending  behind  in  strong  spines,  and  the  posterior  rim  of  the 
orbit  is  elevated  and  denticulated,  as  in  Icelus  spiniyer.  In  its  anterior 
portions,  at  least,  the  series  of  dorsal  plates  is  accompanied  above  by 
a more  or  less  irregular  row  of  smaller  plates,  which  alternate  with  the 
larger  plates,  and  bear  each  a small  spine.  Caudal  peduncle  long  and 
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very  slender,  its  depth  less  than  ^ its  length.  Maxillary  reaching  to 
or  nearly  to  vertical  from  middle  of  orbit,  2|  to  2f  in  length  of  head; 
jaws  weak;  teeth  villiform,  with  widened  base,  in  moderate  bands  on 
jaws,  Ammer,  and  palatines;  nasal  spines  strong,  projecting  aboA'e  a trans- 
A’erse  depression  which  crosses  snont  immediately  on  front  of  orbits; 
interorbital  space  narroAA",  its  least  width  3f  times  in  orbit,  its  Avidth 
wholly  occupied  by  the  2 conspicuous  supraorbital  mucous  canals ; occi- 
put a shalloAAdy  depressed  pit,  bounded  anteriorly  by  the  raised  orbital 
region,  laterally  by  low  rounded  ridges  each  of  AA’hich  terminates  behind  in 
a A'ery  strong  sjune;  preopercular  spines  slender  and  sharp,  the  upper- 
most directed  Aery  obliquely  upward,  sharply  notched  at  tip;  the  second 
and  third  are  directed  downward  and  backward,  the  lowermost  downward 
and  forward;  bony  stay  across  cheek  conspicuously  deA^eloped,  and  bear- 
ing a distinct  spine  just  behiud  eyt^;  a seri(‘s  of  muccuis  slits  along  under 
side  of  suborbital  stay;  a sharp  spine  on  subopercle;  gill  membranes 
broadly  united,  free  from  isthmus;  branchiostegals  6;  a distinct  slit-like 
pore  behind  fourth  gill;  eye  large,  3 in  head,  longer  than  snout;  top  and 
sides  of  head  with  many  minute  scattered  Avhitish  pores;  a minute  fila- 
ment near  tips  of  maxillary ; plates  of  lateral  line  43  to  46  in  number,  their 
upper  and  posterior  edges  free,  denticulated;  dorsal  series  with  45  plates, 
each  of  which  is  crossed  obliquely  by  a raised  spiny  ridge,  the  central  por- 
tion of  w^hich  is  highest ; between  the  iipj^er  angles  of  these  plates  a second 
series  of  small  plates  alternating  Avith  the  first,  each  bearing  a spine  or 
prickle,  these  spines  occasionally  doubled  or  trebled,  especially  in  the 
anterior  part  of  the  series,  and  recall  strikingly  the  arrangement  in 
Icelhuis;  axil  of  pectorals  with  20  to  26  plates  similar  to  those  of  lateral 
line,  and  showing  a tendency  to  a regular  arrangement;  2 or  3 similar 
plates  along  anterior  part  of  base  of  anal,  and  a few  scattered  plates 
on  each  side  between  lateral  and  dorsal  series.  Color  light  olivaceous 
above,  blackish  below,  except  lower  jaw;  back  with  4 black  cross  bars, 
CAudent,  but  not  conspicuous;  Opercles  black;  fins  all  dark;  pectorals 
mottled  with  slate  color;  base  of  caudal  fin  light;  mouth  and  gill  cavity 
dark.  Length  5 inches.  Bering  Sea,  north  of  Ilnalaska,  in  dee})  water. 
(Gilbert.)  {canaJiciilatus,  with  small  canals.) 

Icelus  canaliculatus,  Gilbert,  Eept.  U.  S.  Fisli  Comm.  1893  (1896),  412,  pi.  24,  off  Unalaska, 
at  Albatross  Station  3329,  in  399  fathoms. 

2296.  ICELUS  AUSTRALIS,  Eigenmann  <fe  Eigenmann. 

Head  3 ; depth  7 ; eye  3 in  head ; maxillary  2.  Body  rounded  in  trans- 
A’erse  section,  scarcely  compressed  in  the  abdominal  region,  tapering  from 
the  shoulders  to  the  slender  tail.  Mouth  large,  the  maxillaries  reaching 
beyond  pupil.  Occiput  without  ridges  or  spines ; interocular  space  slightly 
grooA^ed,  A^ery  narrow,  its  Avidth  about  J the  diameter  of  the  pupil ; profile 
straight;  upper  preopercular  spine  rather  short,  simply  dilated  at  the 
extremity  or  with  a single  upAvard-directed  spine  near  its  tip;  3 simple 
spines  lielow  it.  Belly  and  an  interrupted  band  along  the  sides  white; 
a series  of  blackish  spots  or  .interrupted  band  along  the  sides.  Cortez 


Jordan  and  Evermann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1919 


Banks,  off  San  Diego.  Types,  2 specimens,  0.04  and  0.05  ni.  t©  base  of  cau- 
dal, in  45  fathoms.  These  specimens  were  taken  from  the  stomach  of  Sehas- 
todes  miniatus  and  are  partly  digested.  The  anal  and  dorsal  fins  have  all 
disappeared.  The  dentition  and  armature  of  the  head  indicate  that  this 
species  is  closely  related  to  leelinus  quadriseriatas,  of  which  it  is  possibly 
the  young.  (Eigenmann.)  A very  imperfectly  known  species,  not  se(‘-n 
by  us,  perhaps  not  belonging  to  Icelus,  but  apparently  nearest  that  genus. 
(australis,  southern.) 

Icelus  australis,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  West  Amer.  Sci.  1889,  131,  Cortez  Banks, 
California.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Eigenmann.) 


718.  RADULINUS,  Gilbert. 

liadulinus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1890, 88  (asprellus) . 

Body  very  slender.  Opercular  spines  2.  Spinous  dorsal  short,  the  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  very  long.  Gill  membranes  broadly  united,  posteriorly 
free  from  isthmus.  No  slit  behind  last  gill.  Broad  liands  of  cardiform 
teeth  on  jaws,  a single  series  on  vomer;  no  teeth  on  palatines.  Preopercle 
with  2 short,  simple  spines.  Ventrals  I,  3.  Sides  armed  with  a series  of 
large,  keeled,  spinous  plates  along  lateral  line;  similar  plates  on  head; 
no  smaller  scales.  Pacific  coast,  (radula,  a scraper.) 

a.  Eye  small,  in  bead;  interorbital  space  naked.  boleoides,  2297. 

aa.  Eye  larger,  about  2^  in  bead;  interorbital  space  armed  with  spinous  plates. 

ASPRELLUS,  2298. 


2297.  RADULINUS  BOLEOIDES,  Gilbert,  new  species. 

Head  4 in  length ; depth  9;  eye  3f  in  head  (2|  in  B.  asprellus  of  the  same 
size);  snout  3|^;  maxillary  2f.  D.  XI,  22;  A.  23;  pectoral  18;  ventrals 
I,  3;  42  plates  in  the  dorsal  series.  Head  and  body  very  elongate,  de- 
pressed anteriorly,  the  occiput  wider  and  Hatter  than  in  B.  asprellus; 
snout  long,  depressed  and  tapering,  much  as  in  the  Darters;  interorbital 
space  very  narrow,  about  \ diameter  of  pupil;  mouth  horizontal,  at  lower 
side  of  snout,  the  maxillary  reaching  a vertical  which  traverses  eye  mid- 
way between  its  front  and  front  of  pupil.  Fine  teeth  in  bauds  in  jaws 
and  on  vomer,  none  on  palatines.  In  B.  asprellus,  also,  the  vomerine  teeth 
are  in  a band,  not  in  a single  series  as  stated  in  the  original  description. 
Branchiostegal  membranes  broadly  united,  wholly  free  from  the  isthmus 
in  the  type.  In  B.  asprellus  the  gill  membranes  vary  in  this  respect,  being 
sometimes  wholly  free  from  the  isthmus,  sometimes  attached  for  ^ or 
more  than  ^ their  width.  Preopercle  with  2 short  simple  spines,  the 
upper  slender  and  sharp,  directed  backward  and  slightly  upward,  the 
lower  broader  and  shorter,  directed  backward  and  downward;  below  and 
in  front  of  these  are  2 rounded  prominences  which  bear  no  spines;  opercle 
ending  in  a triangular  process  which  is  scarcely  spine-like;  nasal  spines 
rather  small,  a depression  between  and  behind  them;  no  spines  on  orbital 
rim,  which  is  not  at  all  raised ; the  narrow  interorbital  space  not  grooved; 
occiput  broad  and  flat  without  ridges  or  spines;  a slender  filament  on 
upper  posterior  border  or  orbit  and  a similar  filament  on  each  side  of  occi- 
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put  on  its  posterior  line.  Body  with  a dorsal  series  of  imbricated  spinous 
plates  similar  to  those  in  B.  asprellus ; hnt  the  plates  are  smaller,  with 
less  evident  keels  and  shorter  spines;  along  its  anterior  third  the  series  is 
accompanied  above  by  a narrow  band  of  smaller  plates,  which  are  con- 
tinued anteriorly  on  sides  of  occiput,  and  merge  anteriorly  into  the  patch 
behind  the  eyes;  posterior  portion  of  snout,  the  opercles,  and  the  posterior 
line  of  occiput  with  spinous  scales ; head  otherwise  naked.  Vertical  fins 
with  long  slender  rays  as  in  B.  asprellus ; dorsal  fins  separate,  but  the 
interspace  less  than  diameter  of  pupil;  distance  from  front  of  anal  to  vent 
equaling  f diameter  of  orbit;  ventrals  short,  reaching  halfway  to  front 
of  anal ; pectorals  reaching  slightly  beyond  front  of  anal,  | length  of 
head.  Color  light  olive  or  grayish,  the  lower  parts  unmarked,  the  breast 
and  belly  silvery;  back  crossed  by  4 wide  brownish-olive  cross  bars,  the 
anterior  of  which  under  spinous  dorsal  becomes  merged  into  the  general 
brownish-olive  coloration  of  upper  portion  of  head  and  nape;  edges  of 
bands  sharply  defined  and  marked  with  concave  indentations  where 
encroached  upon  by  roundish  light-colored  areas;  spaces  between  bands 
slightly  dusky  and  marked  with  some  irregular,  small,  dark  blotches 
along  middle  of  sides;  anteriorly  on  the  back  are  pairs  of  round,  light- 
colored  spots  with  darker  edges,  some  of  them  showing  silvery  pigments; 
a small  silvery  spot  above  base  of  each  pectoral  fin;  a narrow  dark  line 
across  occiput  behind  eyes;  dusky  blotches  on  cheeks;  a dark  bar  across 
maxillary  and  lip;  a pair  on  maxillaries;  2 faint  dark  bars  on  the  candal 
fin,  the  fins  otherwise  translucent  or  whitish,  unmarked,  dilfering  from 
Badulinus  asprellus  in  tlie  much  smaller  eye,  the  scaled  interorbital  space, 
the  presence  of  supraocular  and  occipital  filaments,  the  smaller  size  and 
weaker  spines  of  plates  of  the  dorsal  series,  and  the  different  coloration. 
Only  the  type  known,  a young  female  72  mm.  long  (No.  48795,  U.  S.  Nat.- 
Mus.)  from  Albatross  Station  3664,  off  Santa  Catalina  Island,  California,  in 
59  fathoms.  (/5oAz?,  dart ; eido^,  resemblance  from  its  marked  likeness  to 
the  Darter,  i5o7eosoma.) 

* 2298.  RADLLINUS  ASPRELLUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  4f  to  4J;  depth  84  to  91.  D.  Till  to  X,  21  or  22;  A.  23  or  24;  lat- 
eral line  38  to  40.  Body  very  elongate,  the  greatest  depth  at  occiput, 
in  width  of  head.  Body  subquadrate  in  cross  section,  the  upper  angles 
being  formed  by  the  keel  of  lateral  plates,  tapering  gently  to  the  very 
slender,  flat  caudal  peduncle,  everywhere  as  wide  as  or  wider  than  deep. 
Eyes  large,  closely  approximated,  the  interorbital  space  very  narrow, 
not  grooved,  less  than  i pupil;  orbit  2f  to  2f  in  head.  Mouth  small, 
reaching  front  of  pupil,  2f  in  head.  Preopercnlar  spines  2 only,  short, 
simple,  the  lower  directed  backward,  the  upper  backward  and  upward; 
nasal  spines  long  and  strong,  a depression  behind  them;  head  other- 
Avise  smooth;  occiput  not  ridged;  a series  of  large,  keeled,  spinous 
plates  along  lateral  line,  running  high  on  sides,  their  free  edge  turned 
obliquely  upward,  and  armed  with  from  1 to  several  long  spines  mesially, 
and  shorter  ones  above  and  below;  a row  of  minute  spinous  plates 
along  upper  edge  of  series  anteriorly,  the  series  along  lateral  line  con- 
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tinned  forward  on  top  of  head,  meeting  its  fellow  in  a V-shaped  patch 
filling-  posterior  portion  of  interorbital  space;  similar  plates  on  snout  and 
opercle,  the  head  and  body  otherwise  naked.  In  cross  section  the  plates 
mark  an  abrupt  angle,  the  back  being  flat,  the  sides  vertical.  Dorsal 
spines  slender,  the  2 fins  well  separated;  rays  of  soft  dorsal  and  anal 
very  slender,  rather  long;  caudal  truncate  or  rounded,  f head;  pectorals 
with  18  or  19  rays,  reaching  to  or  nearly  to  vent ; anal  papilla  very  long 
in  males,  more  than  ^ head.  Color  light  olivaceous,  with  a series  of 
elongate,  narrow,  brown  streaks  along  middle  of  sides,  the  latter  also 
finely  punctate  with  black;  a dark  streak  in  front  of  eye;  fins  trans- 
lucent, the  dorsals,  pectorals,  and  caudal  with  some  black  spotting,  which 
shows  a tendency  to  form  bars ; anal  and  ventrals  white.  Length  5 to  6 
inches.  Coasts  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  the  types  from  depths  of  from 
43  to  77  fathoms.  Also  found  in  Puget  Sound  by  Mr.  Starks.  (Gilbert.) 
{asper,  rough;  asprellus,  a diminutive  from  Aspro,  a genus  of  Percidw.) 

Jiaduliniis  asjyrellus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  88,  off  Oregon  and  Washing- 
ton, at  Albatross  Stations  3046,  3057,  3058,  3059  (Type,  No.  43096) ; Jordan  & Starkp, 
Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  805,  pi.  81. 

719.  STELGISTRUM,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  new  genus. 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Fishes  of  Bering  Sea,  in  Fur  Seal  Invest,  for  1896,  1897 
MS.  (utejnegeri) . 

Shaped  as  in  Hemihpidotus,  which  it  resembles  in  appearance  but  with 
which  it  is  not  closely  related.  Gill  membranes  widely  joined  across  the 
throat,  wholly  free  from  the  isthmus.  Teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on 
palatines.  No  slit  or  pore  behind  last  gill.  Upper  preopercular  spine 
simple,  gently  upcurved,  3 short  spines  below  it.  No  oiiercular  rib  or 
spine.  Nasal  spines  short  and  strong.  Vertex  without  spines  or  ridges 
and  without  long  tentacles.  Spinous  dorsal  without  anterior  notch,  the 
vertical  fins  all  few-rayed.  A series  of  plates  along  lateral  line  and  a band 
along  the  back  which  merges  anteriorly  into  the  mass  of  minute  plates 
covering  top  and  sides  of  head.  Ventrals  I,  3,  without  setie.  Vent  im- 
mediately before  origin  of  anal.  {dTsXyidrpov,  scraper.) 

2299.  STELGISTRUM  STEJXEGERIf  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

Head  2|  in  length;  depth  31.  D.  IX,  17;  A.  13;  P.  16;  caudal  with 
9 divided  rays ; lateral  line  with  40  plates ; lower  series  of  dorsal  band 
containing  35  to  38  plates.  Head  narrowly  wedge-shaped,  tapering 
upward;  width  below  eyes  equaling  length  of  snout  and  | eye;  width 
at  preopercles  equaling  depth  at  occiput.  Mouth  large,  slightly  oblique, 
the  wide  maxillary  reaching  vertical  behind  pupil,  equaling  length  of 
snout  and  eye,  | length  of  head.  Teeth  small,  uniform,  in  narrow 
bands  on  jaws  and  vomer;  palatines  toothless.  A deep  naked  trans- 
verse groove  between  nasal  spines  and  front  of  orbits;  orbital  rims 
moderately  elevated,  the  interorbital  space  very  narrow,  channeled; 
occiput  flat  or  slightly  concave,  angulated  along  lines  running  backward 
from  orbits,  but  without  spines  or  ridges ; a slender  filament  above  each 
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eye,  2 minute  pairs  along  sides  of  occiput,  1 on  suborbital  stay,  1 on 
maxillary,  and  a few  on  plates  of  lateral  line;  no  nasal  cirri,  none  along 
edge  of  preopercle;  upper  preopercular  spine  gently  curved  uj^ward, 
without  cusps  or  processes;  below  it  3 short  spines,  the  first  directed 
backward,  the  second  vertically  downward,  the  third,  somewhat  longer, 
directed  downward  and  forward.  Eyes  small,  the  diameter  equaling 
length  of  snout,  \ length  of  head  measured  to  end  of  opercular  flap; 
iuterorbital  width  equaling  diameter  of  pupil.  Straight  portion  of  lateral 
line  longer  than  the  obliquely  placed  anterior  portion,  which  is  not 
strongly  curved ; plates  of  lateral  line  strongly  spinous  on  their  upper  free 
edges,  and  of  similar  and  nearly  equal  size  throughout;  dorsal  baud  con- 
tinued on  to  back  of  caudal  peduncle,  where  it  is  continuous  with  the 
band  of  the  opposite  side,  the  lower  plates  of  the  band  in  a definite 
lengthwise  series  and  as  large  as  those  of  lateral  line  or  slightly  larger, 
the  other  plates  of  the  baud  decreasing  rapidly  in  size  toward  base  of  fin, 
where  they  are  minute.  They  are  partially  arranged  in  series  running 
obliquely  upward  and  backward  from  the  lower  larger  plates  to  the  bases 
of  the  dorsal  rays,  on  which  they  extend  for  at  least  ^ the  height  of  ray. 
Dorsal  spines  with  minute  spinous  plates  extending  almost  or  quite  to 
their  tips.  The  snout,  top  of  head,  nape,  suborbital  ring,  opercles,  and 
cheek  above  the  suborbital  stay  coveted  with  minute  plates  similar  to 
the  upper  part  of  dorsal  band,  with  which  the  invested  area  on  top  of 
head  is  continuous;  sides  below  lateral  line  naked  except  for  a few  plates 
behind  axil.  Dorsals  divided  to  the  base,,  the  last  spine  extremely  short, 
its  membrane  joining  extreme  base  of  the  first  soft  ray;  spinous  dorsal 
low,  of  slender  weak  spines,  the  longest  ray  ^ length  of  head;  longest  soft 
ray  2^:  in  head;  anal  beginning  under  third  ray  of  soft  dorsal,  ending 
under  its  fourteenth  ray;  caudal  peduncle  slender,  its  least  width  ^ its 
length;  pectorals  broad  and  short,  all  simple,  the  lower  thickened  with 
moderately  incised  membranes,  the  eighth  to  the  tenth  rays  the  longest, 
extending  beyond  vertical  from  origin  of  anal;  ventrals  not  reaching 
vent,  2^  in  head.  Ground  color  light  grayish  olive ; lower  part  of  sides 
regularly  reticulated  with  narrow  dusky  lines;  a dusky  cross  bar  from 
base  of  posterior  dorsal  spines  and  forward  to  axil;  a second  much  broader 
liar  from  front  of  soft  dorsal,  ending  irregularly  below  where  it  merges 
into  the  reticulating  lines ; a third  broad  bar,  less  clearly  defined,  under 
posterior  jiortion  of  soft  dorsal;  a conspicuous  broad  V-shaped  blotch  at 
base  of  caudal,  the  apex  directed  forward ; a faint  dark  streak  from  eye 
forward  to  tip  of  mandible,  and  a cross  bar  behind  eyes,  continued  faintly 
on  to  cheek ; spinous  dorsal  with  a small  dark  spot  on  anterior  and  1 on 
posterior  spines;  rays  of  soft  dorsal  and  caudal  with  dusky  markings  so 
arranged  as  to  form  fine  cross  bars;  terminal  half  of  pectorals  finely  cross- 
barred,  the  proximal  half  plain,  with  a large  dusky  blotch  on  extreme 
base;  anal  very  faintly  barred;  ventrals  unmarked.  Bering  Sea,  otf 
Robben  Island;  one  specimen  52  mm.  long,  dredged  in  10  fathoms. 
(Named  for  Dr.  Leonhard  Stejneger,  Curator  of  Reptiles  in  the  U.  S. 
National  Museum.) 

Stelgistrum  stej'negeri,  Jokdax  & Gilbert,  Fishes  Bering  Sea,  in  Eept.  Fur  Seal  Invest, 
for  1896,  1897  MS.,  Robben  Island  (Coll.  Albatross.) 
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720.  TRIGLOPS,  Rciiiliardt. 

Triglops,  Reinhardt,  Vid.  Selsk.  ISTatur.  Math.  Af  h.,  v,  1832, 52  (pingeli). 

Body  rather  elongate,  the  tail  very  slender.  Head  small  and  eom- 
pressed.  Month  moderate  ; villiform  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on 
the  palatines;  preopercnlar  spines  4,  small,  simple;  head  prickly,  hut  with- 
out scales;  a row  of  enlarged  plate-like  scales  along  the  lateral  line;  a 
similar  row  above  it  at  the  base  of  the  dorsal  lin;  the  space  between  these 
densely  prickly ; lower  half  of  body  crossiul  at  short  intervals  by  trans- 
verse undulating  folds  of  skin,  tlie  edge  of  the  fold  with  niinnte  rough 
scales,  cauvsing  it  to  appear  sharply  and  finely  serrate,  these  cross  folds 
being  really  formed  by  branches  of  tin*  lati'ral  line.  Gill  membranes^ 
united,  free  from  the  isthmus;  a distinct  slit  behind  last  gill.  Dorsal 
spines  rather  high  and  slender;  ventrals  I,  3.  Arctic  seas.  (Tngla;  doip, 
appearance;  the  transverse  folds  resembling  the  lateral  plates  of  Tri{ila.\ 

a.  Breast  crossed  by  folds  of  skin  similar  to  those  on  body. 

b.  Eye  moderate,  3 to  3i  in  head;  maxillary  and  lower  part  of  cheek  without 
prickles;  maxillary  2 to  2|  in  head;  soft  dorsal  of  23  to  26  rays. 

c.  Back  olivaceous,  varied  with  darker;  fins  largelj^  prickly ; eye  about  3 iir 
head.  Atlantic.  pingeli,  2300. 

cc.  Back  olivaceous,  with  4 black,  saddle-like  blotches;  eye  3J  to  3f  in  head; 
fins  less  prickly.  Pacific.  beani,  2301, 

bb.  Eye  very  large,  2^  in  head ; maxillary  and  lower  part  of  cheek  prickly ; maxil 
lary  2\  to  2\  in  head ; soft  dorsal  of  21  to  23  rays.  SCEPTICUS,  2302, 

2300.  TRIOLOPS  PIXGELI,  Reinhardt. 

Head  3f.  D.  XII-25;  A.  25;  P.  19;  V.  4;  scales  48;  eye  3 in  head.  Snout 
short  aiul  sharp;  eyes  large,  largiu'  than  length  of  snout;  interorbital 
space  equal  to  diameter  of  pupil;  jaws  subeiiual;  ti'cth  minute,  on  jaws 
and  vomer.  Body  above  and  head  closely  covered  with  minute  granula- 
tions; encircling  the  orbit  is  a series  of  small  warty  i)rotuberanc(‘s ; pre- 
opercle  with  4 small  spines  but  slightlj^  projecting  beyond  the  skin,  the 
uppermost  pointing  upward  and  backward,  the  others  downward;  no 
spines  on  opercle;  nasal  spines  present;  above  the  lateral  line  the  whole 
of  the  body  is  rough  with  grannlations,  below  with  oblique  and  dentate 
membranaceous  folds;  47  to  49  dimtate  osseous  plates  along  latiual  line;  a 
series  of  spines  along  the  base  of  dorsals,  ceasing  under  the  middle  of  si'c- 
ond  dorsal.  Space  between  dorsals  about  equal  to  the  diameter  of  pupil, 
all  the  rays  slender  and  very  brittle;  first  dorsal  a little  higher  than  sec- 
ond. Olivaceous,  somewhat  variegated  with  darker;  fins  barred;  a series 
of  dusky  spots  along  sides ; an  ocellated  black  spot  on  posterior  part  of 
spinous  dorsal.  (Collett.)  Males  larger  than  females  and  much  more 
common.  North  Atlantic,  from  Spitzbergen  and  western  Norway  to  Green- 
land and  south  to  Capi'.  Cod  and  Christiansund,  in  rather  deep  water;  not 
rare  in  16  to  150  fathoms.  Length  5^  inches.  (Eu.)  (A  personal  name.) 

Triglops  pingeli,  Reinhardt,  Vid.  Selsk.  Natur.,v,  1832,  52,  Greenland. 

Triglops  pleurostictus.  Cope,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1865,  81,  Godhavn,  Greenland  (anal 
rays  27);  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  173;  Lutken,  Vid.  Medd.  Naturli.  Eoren.  Kjbbeuli.  1876,  90; 
Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  713. 
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2301.  TRIGLOPS  BEAM,  Gilbert. 

Head  3f  to  3| ; depth  6 ; snout  longer  than  eye,  3^  to  3A  in  head ; eye 
31  to  3f ; D.  X or  XI,  23  to  26;  A.  24  to  26;  C.  12;  P.  18;  V.  I,  3;  lateral 
line  48  to  50 ; hranchiostegals  6.  Body  heavy  at  shoulders,  tapering  rapidly 
to  slender  caudal  peduncle;  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  1 its  length' from 
base  of  last  dorsal  ray;  greatest  width  of  head  slightly  less  than  its 
depth,  its  lower  profile  straight,  the  upper  descending  in  a gentle,  even 
curve;  month  nearly  horizontal,  the  maxillary  almost  reaching  vertical 
from  middle  of  eye,  2^  to  2J  in  head;  villiform  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer, 
none  on  palatines;  supraorbital  rim  slightly  elevated,  a groove-like 
depression  behind  it;  interorhital  space  rather  wide,  forming  a shallow 
groove,  its  width  3^  to  5 in  diameter  of  orbit;  occipital  ridges  obsolete, 
a faint  trace  of  them  sometimes  present,  never  ending  in  a spine ; opercle 
with  4 spinous  points,  the  lowermost  directed  downward  and  forward,  the 
others  radiating  downward  and  backward.  Branchiostegal  membranes 
broadly  united,  free  from  the  isthmus.  Longest  dorsal  spine  3^  to  4 in 
head;  base  of  spinous  dorsal  l-i%  to  in  head;  of  soft  dorsal  2f  to  3 in 
length  of  head  and  body ; length  of  base  of  anal  2t^o  in  head  and  body ; 
caudal  slightly  emarginate,  2-i-o-  in  head.  Head  and  upper  part  of  body 
densely  covered  with  very  fine  prickles,  much  finer  than  in  Trigloiys  scepticus; 
lower  side  of  head,  the  maxillaries,  and  a narrow  strip  along  the  lower- 
side  of  cheek  naked;  the  usual  series  of  enlarged  prickles  along  the  base 
of  dorsals;  lateral  folds  few  in  number,  scarcely  exceeding  the  scutes  of 
the  lateral  line;  they  leave  a wide,  naked  strip  along  the  base  of  anal 
and  do  not  encircle  the  caudal  peduncle  below ; breast  Avith  5 or  6 cross 
folds  similar  to  those  on  the  sides,  the  scales  along  margins  of  folds  A^ery 
small,  those  of  successive  folds  widely  separated,  not  overlapping  as  in 
Triglops  scepticus.  Color  light  olive  brown  above,  whitish  on  lower  parts 
of  sides  and  below;  the  breast  and  belly,  including  area  in  front  of 
pectdrals,  silvery ; hack  crossed  Avith  4 saddle-shaped  black  blotches,  most 
distinct  in  the  males ; the  first  of  these  under  the  middle  of  the  spinoAis 
dorsal  and  extending  obliquely  forAvard  to  the  upper  axil  of  pectorals, 
the  second  and  third  under  the  soft  dorsal,  narrowing  rapidly  downward 
to  lateral  line,  the  fourth  on  the  hack  of  caudal  peduncle.  In  males,  the 
low^er  ends  of  these  cross  bars  are  connected  by  a narrow  lengthwise  jet- 
Idack  streak,  extending  from  shoulder  below  lateral  line  nearly  to  base  of 
caudal,  the  narrow  interA-al  between  this  streak  and  lateral  line  occupied 
by  a bright  silA^ery  streak,  interrupted  by  the  cross  bars ; a black  blotch  at 
base  of  npjAer  and  1 at  base  of  lower  caudal  rays;  a small  black  spot  near 
tips  of  the  outer  caudal  rays,  the  fin  otherwise  unmarked ; an  indistinct, 
dusky  blotch  below  the  eye,  and  a dusky  streak  along  under  side  of 
snhorhital  stay,  extending  forward  along  the  margin  of  the  preorbital  to 
tip  of  snout;  a blotch  on  middle  of  maxillary  and  upper  lip;  front  of  lower 
lip  dusky ; a dark  blotch  on  opercle,  and  a dusky  bar  on  branchiostegal 
membranes.  In  the  females  the  general  pattern  of  coloration  is  the  same, 
hut  the  darker  markings  are  less  distinct,  and  the  black  lateral  streak  of 
the  males  is  represented  by  a disconnected  series  of  irregular,  dark 
blotches  and  venniculatious.  In  both  sexes  the  dorsals  and  pectorals  are 
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crossed  by  narrow,  dusky  bars,  formed  by  series  of  dark  streaks  on  the 
rays;  mouth  whitish ; gill  cavity  silvery  white,  with  the  exception  of  the 
lining  of  the  opercle  and  the  outer  half  of  branchiostegal  membraiies, 
Avhich  are  dusky.  This  is  the  Pacilic  representative  of  the  Atlantic. 
Triffloj^s  pingeU,  from  which  it  differs  in  the  greater  slenderness  of  the 
body,  particularly  of  the  caudal  peduncle,  in  the  somewhat  smaller  eye, 
the  more  pointed  snout,  the  less  line  subdivision  of  the  lateral  folds,  the 
less  complete  investment  of  the  fins  with  prickly  scales,  and,  above  all, 
in  the  peculiar  coloration  of  the  male.  Alaska  to  Pnget  Sound;  taken 
very  abundantly  by  the  Albatross  at  stations  located  both  north  and  south 
of  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  in  Bristol  Bay  ; also  from  about  St.  Paul  Island 
in  24  to  37  fathoms,  off  Karluk  in  31  fathoms,  and  off  Kobben  Island  in 
18  fathoms,  and  by  Mr.  Starks  in  Puget  Sound,  the  depths  ranging  from 
10^  to  42  fathoms ; specimens  82  to  140  mm.  in  length.  (Gilbert).  (Named 
for  Dr.  Tarleton  Hoffman  Bean.) 

Trujlops  pingeli,  Bean,  Broc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1883,  355;  not  of  Reinhardt. 

Triylops  beani,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Coiiuu.  1893  (1896),  428,  pi.  28,  tig.  2,  Aleutian 
Islands,  Bristol  Bay,  at  Albatross  Stations  3214,  3217,  and  many  others,  in  7^  to  42 
fathoms. 


2302.  TKIGLOPS  SfEriKlJS,  Gilbert. 

Head  3i  to  34;  depth  5?  to  5^.  D.  XI-21  to  23;  A.  22  to  24;  P.  19  (18  on 
left  side  in  2 specimens);  V.  I,  3;  C.  12-12-12;  lateral  line  46  or  47;  brau- 
chiostegals  6.  Body  very  robust,  tbe  ujiper  profile  descending  rapidly  from 
front  of  dorsal  in  a regular  curve  to  tiji  of  short  snout;  least  depth  of 
caudal  peduncle  4:^  to  4|  in  its  length  from  base  of  last  anal  ra3^  Head  of 
moderate  length,  its  width  If  to  2 in  its  length;  maxillary  reaching  to  or 
nearly  to  vertical  from  middle  of  pupil,  2f  to  2f  in  hiuid ; mandible  slightly 
projecting.  Teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  palatines;  2 blunt  spines 
on  occiput.  Eye  very  large,  14  times  the  interorbital  width,  and  2f  in 
head.  Preopercle  armed  with  5 small  spinous  points,  the  upper  one  jioint- 
ing  upward  and  backward,  the  second  and  third  backward,  and  the  lower 
2 pointing  forward;  opercle  ending  in  a triangular  spine.  Branchiostegal 
membranes  broadly  united,  free  from  the  istlimns  posteriorly.  The  upper 
part  of  the  body  and  the  top  and  sides  of  head,  including  all  of  cheek, 
the  lower,  anterior,  and  upper  parts  of  eye,  and  exposed  portion  of  the 
maxillary,  thickly  covered  with  prickly  plates,  much  larger,  more  spinous 
and  scale-like  than  in  Triglops  pingdi,  and  on  sides  loosely  arranged  in 
series.  Spines  and  rays  of  dorsals,  caudal,  and  pectoral  fins  covered  with 
series  of  prickles  nearly  to  their  tips,  except  the  lower  thickened  rays  of 
jiectorals,  which  are  naked;  a row  of  enlarged  plate-like  scales  along  the 
lateral  line,  beeomiug  verj-^  indistinct  posteriorly,  more  numerous  and  less 
distinct  than  in  Triglops  pingdi,  38  in  number  to  opjiosite  the  last  ray  of 
second  dorsal;  a similar  series  along  the  liase  of  dorsal  fins,  ending  oppo- 
site the  posterior  part  of  second  dorsal ; lower  half  of  body  crossed  at  short 
intervals  by  transverse  undulating  folds  of  skin,  about  180  in  number,  the 
edge  of  each  fold  with  small  rough  scales  causing  it  to  appear  sharply  and 
finely  serrate,  these  scales  much  larger  and  more  spinous  than  in  Triglops 
pingdi,  these  of  successive  folds  meeting  and  overlapping ; the  folds  reach- 
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ing  from  lateral  line  quite  to  the  anal  iiu,  and  behind  the  anal  completely 
encircle  the  caudal  peduncle.  In  Trifilops  pbifieli,  the  space  along  the  anal 
and  the  lower  sides  of  caudal  peduncle  is  naked.  Dorsal  fins  not  con- 
nected, the  membrane  from  last  dorsal  spine  connecting  with  extreme  base 
of  first  soft  ray ; spinous  dorsal  higher  than  soft  dorsal,  the  dorsal  spines 
contained  2^  times  in  length  of  head;  rays  and  spines  slender;  base  of 
anal  equal  in  length  to  that  of  second  dorsal,  a little  more  than  ^ length 
of  body;  caudal  truncate,  with  a number  of  short  auxiliary  rays  above 
and  below,  and  12  fully  developed  rays,  each  of  which  is  twice  bifurcate; 
pectorals  reaching  beyond  front  of  anal,  the  longest  ray  1^  to  1|  in  length 
of  head,  the  lower  rays  enlarged  and  exserted,  forming  a distinct  lobe, 
some  of  the  rays  of  which  are  longer  than  the  upjjer  part  of  the  fin;  ven- 
trals  reaching  beyond  vent,  very  narrow  at  base,  inserted  close  together, 
the  outer  ray  not  provided  with  the  broad  membranaceous  flap  present  in 
Triglops  pinocli.  Color  olivaceous  above,  light  yellow  with  more  or  less 
silvery  on  sides  of  head  and  belly;  traces  of  4 saddle-shaped  bands  of 
darker  color  reaching  across  back  and  below  lateral  line;  1 under  first 
dorsal,  2 under  second  dorsal,  and  1 on  back  of  caudal  peduncle;  more  or 
less  of  the  outer  portion  of  gill  membranes  black,  edged  posteriorly  with 
white;  gill  cavity  black  and  roof  of  mouth  dusky;  dorsal  and  caudal  fins 
indistinctly  blotched  with  black,  the  blotch  on  the  dorsal  corresponding 
more  or  less  closely  to  the  bars  on  the  back ; a large  black  blotch  on  upper 
part  of  pectoral  and  on  side  of  body  just  above  axil;  peritoneum  silvery 
grayish.  Very  closely  related  to  Triglops  heani  and  Triglops  pingeli,  but 
dift'ering  in  the  following  respects:  The  eye  is  much  larger,  the  snout 
shorter,  and  the  maxillary  shorter  and  broader.  The  maxillary  bone  and 
the  lower  half  of  cheek  are  invested  with  prickles,  not  naked.  The  lower 
thickened  portion  of  the  pectoral  fin  is  produced  to  form  a lobe.  The 
scales  on  the  upper  half  of  the  body  are  much  coarser.  The  dorsal  series  of 
enlarged  prickles  much  less  conspicuous.  The  lateral  folds  are  much  more 
num*erou8,  averaging  about  4 to  1 pore  of  the  lateral  line,  reaching  to  or 
nearly  to  the  anal  fin  and  encircling  the  caudal  peduncle  below.  The  ven- 
tral fins  are  much  narrower  and  nearer  together.  The  lateral  line  has  a 
much  more  pronounced  upward  curve  over  the  base  of  the  pectorals.  A 
short,  high  occipital  ridge  is  jmesent,  but  does  not  terminate  in  a distinct 
si)ine.  (Occipital  ridge  obsolete  in  heani,  a bare  trace  of  it  sometimes 
^■isible).  Aleutian  Islands ; several  specimens,  from  68  to  155  mm.  in  length, 
taken  from  south  of  Sannak  and  north  of  Unalaska  Island,  in  43  to  138  fath- 
oms. (Gilbert.)  {6nETtriyi6<i,  thoughtful,  reflective,  in  reference  to  the 
appearance  given  by  the  large  eyes.) 

Triglops  scepticus,  Gilbert,  Eept.  U.  S.  Fish.  Com.  1893  (1896),  428,  pi.  28,  fig.  2,  Aleutian 
Islands,  at  Albatross  Stations  3215,  3222,  and  others,  in  43  to  138  fathoms. 

721.  STERNIAS,  Jordan  & Evermann,  new  genus. 

Ster7iias,  Jordan  & Evermann,  new  genus  (xenostethus) . 

This  genus  is  closely  related  to  Triglops,  differing  chiefly  in  the  scaly 
breast,  which  is  not  crossed  by  folds  or  mucous  channels.  Back  and  head 
coarsely  scaled.  Pacific,  (drepvor,  breast.) 
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2303.  STERMAS  XENOSTETHUS  (Gilbert). 

Head  about  4i;  depth  6;  eye  3^  in  head;  snout  3f.  D.  XI,  23;  A.  23; 
P.  16;  V.  I,  3;  lateral  line  43;  branchiostegals  6.  Body  shaped  as  in  Truj- 
lops  jnnfieli,  rather  heavy  at  shoulders,  tapering  gradually  backward ; cau- 
dal peduncle  slender,  its  least  depth  4f  in  its  length,  which  is  f length 
of  head;  upper  profile  of  head  descending  rapidly  in  a strong  convex 
curve,  unbroken  to  tip  of  snout;  mouth  large,  maxillary  reaching  vertical 
from  middle  of  pupil,  2|  in  head;  interorbital  space  very  narrow,  i orbit, 
the  orbital  rim  not  elevated,  the  sx)ace  neither  grooved  nor  ridged;  a ])air 
of  broadly  rounded  occipital  ridges,  not  ending  in  spines;  nasal  spines 
short  and  inconspicuous,  a broadly  noticeable  depression  behind  them ; pre- 
opercle  with  4 ill-defined  projections,  1 between  each  mncous  pore,  but 
without  definite  spines ; gill  membranes  as  usual ; pectoral  rays  aj^parently 
all  simple,  the  lower  ones  thickened;  prickles  covering  dor.sal  region  and 
back  and  sides  of  head,  unusually  coarse  and  few  in  number;  the  usual 
series  of  enlarged  prickles  along  either  side  of  base  of  dorsals;  folds  below 
lateral  line  numerous,  very  oblique,  2 or  3 to  each  plate  of  the  lateral  line; 
on  sides  of  abdomen  anteriorly  to  vent,  the  prickly  scales  bordering  the 
folds  form  a dense  mass  in  which  the  linear  arrangement  is  still  faintly 
visible;  breast  covered  with  a very  dense  patch  of  similar  scales,  still  more 
closely  crowded;  lower  part  of  cheeks,  opercles,  and  preorbital  region 
naked.  A''ery  light  grayish  above,  Avith  the  usual  4 cross  bars,  those  under 
soft  dorsal  and  on  back  of  tail  broader  than  usual;  under  parts  whitish, 
becoming  bright  silvery  on  breast  and  belly;  a series  of  irregular  silvery 
white  blotches  along  lower  margins  of  the  dorsal  cross  bars;  pectorals 
dusky  at  base  of  ujiper  and  lower  rays,  Avith  2 convex  dusky  bars  on 
distal  half;  snout  and  cheeks  more  or  less  dusk3^  This  species  differs 
widely  from  species  of  Tritjlops  in  the  investment  of  the  breast,  which  is 
without  trace  of  folds  and  is  covered  by  small,  closely  imbricated  spinous 
scales,  not  arranged  in  series.  In  all  other  species  of  Tr'ujlops  the  breast 
is  crossed  by  a feAv  cutaneous  folds  similar  to  those  on  sides  of  body.  In 
S.  xcnosiethns  the  sides  of  the  abdomen  are  covered  similarly  to  the  breast, 
but  the  scales  are  arranged  in  more  or  less  evident  series,  some  of  which 
can  be  traced  above  into  the  cutaneous  folds.  The  body  is  not  slender, 
the  lateral  folds  are  not  A^ery  numerous,  and  the  scales  on  head  and  on  upper 
part  of  body  are  very  coarse.  Length  14  inches.  Bering  Sea;  only  the 
tyi)e  known.  (Gilbert.)  strange;  dr7/0o?,  breast.) 

Tri(jlops  xenontethxis,  Gilbert,  Kept.  IT.  S.  Fisk  Comm.  1893  (1896),  429,  pi.  29,  fig.  2,  north  of 
Unalaska,  at  Albatross  Station  322o,in  34  fathoms.  (Type  in  U.  S.  Kat.  Mus.) 

722.  PRIONISTIUS,  Bean. 

Prionistius,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1883,  355  (inaeellus) . 

This  genus  is  allied  to  Triglops,  differing  in  the  following  respects : The 
much  slenderer  form,  the  absence  of  a series  of  bony  tubercles  along  the 
bases  of  the  dorsal  fins,  the  elongation  of  the  exserted  pectoral  rays  so 
that  the  lower  portion  of  the  fin  is  considerably  longer  than  the  upper. 
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the  presence  of  serrations  on  all  the  dorsal  spines  and  on  the  first  soft  ray, 
and  the  emargination  of  the  caudal  fin.  Alaska,  {itpioov,  saw;  idviov, 
sail,  referring-  to  the  dorsal  fin.) 

2304.  PKIONISTirS  MACELLVS,  Bean. 

Head  4^  ; depth  8;  hranchiostegalsG.  D.XI-29;  A. 29;  C.  11  (developed) ; 
P.  10-f5;  V.  I,  3;  lateral  line  51.  Body  slender  and  elongate,  its  great- 
est height  equaling  length  of  lower  jaw.  The  height  at  the  ventrals 
equals  4 of  the  distance  of  the  pectoral  from  the  tip  of  the  snout,  and  is 
contained  8^  times  in  the  standard  body  length;  caudal  peduncle  shorter 
than  in  Triglops  pingeVi,  its  least  height  equaling  width  of  interorbital 
8i)ace;  length  of  caudal  peduncle,  measured  from  end  of  anal  fin  to  origin 
of  middle  caudal  rays,  7 in  length  of  body ; no  bony  plates  along  the  dor- 
sal fins;  lateral  line  with  well-develoiied  osseus  tubercles,  furnished  below 
with  ciliated  scales  similar  to  those  of  Triglops  pingdi;  the  breast,  how- 
ever, unlike  that  of  the  species  just  named,  is  naked.  The  head  agrees  in 
the  main  with  that  of  TrigJops  pingdi,  but  is  not  so  deep  nor  so  Avide;  the 
jaws  are  about  equal  in  front.  Greatest  Avidth  of  head  slightly  more  than 
4 its  length  and  74  in  body.  Interorbital  Avidth,  measured  on  the  bone, 
about  3 in  orbit,  which  equals  the  snout  in  length.  On  the  top  of  head, 
close  behind  the  orbits,  are  2 short,  interrupted  furrows  similar  to  those 
obserA’ed  in  some  species  of  Prionotus.  The  length  of  the  upper  jaw  is 
contained  2^  times  in  that  of  the  head,  equals  that  of  the  postorbital  part 
of  the  head,  and  is  contained  94  times  in  the  unit  of  length.  The  maxil- 
lary extends  nearly  to  the  vertical  through  the  middle  of  the  eye,  the 
mandible  nearly  to  that  through  the  posterior  margin  of  the  eye.  The 
length  of  the  mandible  is  about  ^ that  of  the  head.  The  dentition  is 
the  same  as  in  Triglops  pingdi.  The  length  of  the  eye  equals  that  of  the 
snout,  and  is  contained  34  times  in  the  length  of  the  head.  The  branchi- 
ostegal  membrane  is  not  A'ery  deeply  emarginate,  and  is  free  from  the 
isthmus;  slit  behind  fourth  gill  a little  more  than  ^ as  long  as  the  pupil; 
gill  rakers  on  the  anterior  arch  quite  rudimentary,  their  length  being 
rather  less  than  their  width,  8 below  the  angle.  Distance  of  spinous  dor- 
sal from  tip  of  snout  equals  that  of  pectoral  from  same  point,  and  is  in 
body ; base  of  this  fin  twice  as  long  as  longest  ray  of  soft  dorsal;  length  of 
first  spine  equals  that  of  first  ray  of  soft  dorsal,  and  is  contained  3^  times 
ill  that  of  head ; fourtii  spine  longest,  its  length  being  contained  24  times 
in  that  of  head;  last  spine  A^ery  little  more  than  ^ as  long^  as  first;  first 
spine  serrated  along  lower  | of  its  anterior  edge,  and  all  the  following- 
spines,  except  the  last,  are  similarly  armed  along  the  anterior  edge  of  their 
exserted  tips ; eA^en  the  first  ray  of  second  dorsal  is  thickly  set  with  minute 
spines;  length  of  base  of  soft  dorsal  24  times  in  body;  its  first  ray  equal 
to  longest  anal  ray  or  the  first  spine,  which  equals  distance  from  snout  to 
orbit;  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seA^enth  rays  longest  and  about  equal  in 
length,  twice  as  long  as  last  ray  and  4 as  long  as  soft  dorsal  base;  mem- 
brane behind  last  dorsal  spine  extending  to  base  of  first  soft  ray ; origin 
of  anal  fin  vertically  beneath  base  of  second  soft  ray,  the  distance  of  the 
anal  origin  from  the  snout  less  than  length  of  anal  base;  length  of  first 
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aual  ray  e(j[uals  least  height  of  tail  and  is  slightly  more  than  ^ that  of  fifth 
to  eighth,  Avhich  are  longest,  the  last  ray  ^ as  long  as  orbit;  vent  nearly 
midway  between  origin  of  veutrals  and  that  of  anal;  caudal  distinctly 
emarginate  when  fully  expanded,  the  length  of  middle  rays  9 times,  and 
that  of  the  external  rays  7n,  times  in  length  of  body.  The  structure  of 
the  pectoral  is  similar  to  that  in  Trujlops  pingeli,  but  the  longest  of  the 
exserted  lower  rays  extends  considerably  farther  back  than  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  fin.  The  origin  of  the  pectoral  is  directly  under  that  of  the 
spinous  dorsal.  The  length  of  the  longest  exserted  ray  (eleventh)  is  con- 
tained times  in  the  standard  body  length.  Five  of  the  lower  pectoral 
rays  are  modified.  The  tenth  pectoral  ray,  which  is  the  longest  of  the  non- 
exserted  portion,  is  only  about  f as  long  as  the  eleventh  and  extends  to  near 
ihe  end  of  the  spinous  dorsal.  The  ventral  is  situated  farther  in  advance 
than  in  Triglops  pingeli,  and  does  not  quite  reach  to  the  vent  when  extended. 
Its  length  is  contained  nearly  12  times  in  the  unit  of  length.  Colors: 
There  are  traces  of  the  same  i bars  which  ornament  the  back  and  sides  of 
Triglops  pingeli,  but  the  dorsal  jiortion  of  the  markings  is  very  faint  and 
the  lower  limits  of  the  dark  areas  are  the  most  intense  and  form  a succes- 
sion of  elongate  blotches  along  the  median  line  o^  the  body,  partly  below 
and  partly  on  the  lateral  line ; dorsal  tins  with  3 series  of  dark  spots  on 
the  rays  and  spines,  but  not  on  the  connecting  membrane;  these  spots 
forming  broken  bands  which  are  obli(|ue  on  the  tirst  dorsal  and  nearly 
horizontal  on  the  soft  dorsal  when  the  tins  are  raised;  a crescent-shaped 
broken  band  crosses  the  top  of  the  body  at  the  ninth  dorsal  spine;  a 
short,  dark  blotch  near  the  root  of  the  pectoral  on  the  tenth,  eleventh, 
and  twelfth  rays;  another  dusky  blotch  in  the  upper  axil  of  the  pectoral; 
4 dusky  bars  on  the  pectoral,  the  first  of  which  is  very  short,  involving 
only  about  5 of  the  rays,  the  second  and  third  extending  to  the  tirst 
exserted  ray,  and  the  fourth,  which  is  near  the  tip  of  the  fin,  extending  on 
the  7 upper  rays  only;  caudal  dusky  at  the  base  and  with  4 bars,  the 
first  of  which  is  faint  in  the  middle  and  the  last  interrupted  by  the  emar- 
ginatiou  of  the  tin;  lips  and  upper  portion  of  the  maxilla  dusky;  a dark 
blotch  on  the  iuteroperculum ; membrane  lining  the  inner  surface  of  the 
operculum  dusky ; veutrals  and  aual  whitish.  Length  172  mm.  (Bean.) 

Concerning  this  species  Dr.  Gilbert  observes  : 

“The  elongation  of  the  lower  exserted  pectoral  rays,  and  the  ^ serrations^ 
(i.  e.,  minute  spinous  scales)  on  the  tin  rays,  are  characters  w^hich  Prionis- 
tius  shares  with  related  species  of  Triglops.  The  slenderness  of  the  body, 
the  emarginatiou  of  the  caudal  fin,  and  the  elongate  dorsal  and  anal  tins 
are  present  and  the  two  former  carried  to  an  extreme  in  Elanitra  forficata. 
In  addition  to  these  characters,  PriomsHus  has  the  breast  naked  and  the 
dorsal  region  without  the  usual  series  of  enlarged  i)lates.” 

Three  specimens,  77  to  87  mm.  long,  were  secured  at  stations  south  of 
Sannak  and  north  of  Unimak  Islands,  Alaska,  at  38  and  56  fathoms.  The 
ventral  tins  seem  to  be  not  more  advanced  in  position  than  in  the  other 
species.  In  other  respects  these  specimens  agree  well  with  Bean’s  admira- 
bly full  description.  Aleutian  Islands,  south  to  British  Columbia;  not 
rare,  (macellus,  diminutive  of  macer,  slender  or  thin.) 
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Frionisiius  macellus,  Eean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1883,  355,  Carter  Bay,  British  Columbia 
(Types,  Nos.  31958  and  33793,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Capt.  H.  E.  Nichols);  Gilbert, 
Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  431. 

723.  ELANURA,  Gilbert. 

Elanura,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  429  {forficata). 

This  genus  is  nearly  related  to  Pnonisiius,  from  wbich  it  differs  in  the 
presence  of  a series  of  enlarged  scutes  along  each  side  of  base  of  dorsal 
tins,  in  the  presence  of  spinous  cross  folds  on  the  breast,  and  in  the  very 
deeply  forked  caudal  tin.  Preopercular  sjiines  4,  the  lower  3 developed  as 
thin,  flat  lobes.  From  Triglops  it  differs  in  the  forked  caudal,  in  the 
great  elongation  of  the  body,  and  the  lengthened  dorsal  and  anal  fins.  It 
agrees  with  Triglops  and  Frionisiius  in  all  other  important  structural 
details,  including  the  exserted,  more  or  less  produced  lower  pectoral  rays. 
Alaska.  (Elanus;  7]?iar6<i,  a kite;  ovpd,  tail,  from  the  long  caudal  fin.) 

2305.  ELANURA  FORFICATA,  Gilbert. 

Depth  61  to  7| . D.  xi-29  or  30 ; A.  .30  to  32 ; P.  21 ; C.  11 ; Y.  I,  3 ; lateral 
line  54  to  56;  branchiostegals  6.  This  species  is  most  closely  related  to 
FrionisHus  maceUus,  with  which  it  agrees  in  its  extreme  elongation,  in  the 
production  of  its  exserted  pectoral  rays,  and  in  the  investment  of  the 
spines  and  rays  of  dorsal  and  caudal  and  pectoral  fins,  with  series  of 
minute  prickles  (not  serrations The  caudal  fin  is  very  widely  forked, 
not  merely  emarginate  as  in  Frionisiius  maceUus,  the  dorsal  series  of  spinous 
scutes  is  present,  and  also  the  customary  plates  on  the  breast.  The  ven- 
trals  occupy  the  position  usual  in  the  genus  and  extend  well  beyond  the 
vent.  The  interorbital  region  is  a wide,  shallow  groove,  unlike  the  nar- 
row space  in  Friojiisiius  maceUus,  there  is  a naked  streak  on  cheek  follow- 
ing the  lower  line  of  the  suborbital  stay,  and  the  coloration  is  peculiar. 
Extremely  elongate,  heaviest  at  the  shoulders,  tapering  slowly  and  regu- 
larly backward,  tlie  ventral  region  often  distended;  depth  of  body  equal- 
ing, or  nearly  equaling,  length  of  snout  and  eye;  length  of  caudal 
peduncle,  from  last  anal  ray  to  base  of  median  caudal  rays,  varying  from 
f to  1^  times  length  of  snout  and  eye;  body  everywhere  compressed, 
slightly  deeper  than  wide,  the  greatest  width  and  depth  of  head  about 
equal;  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  greater  in  females  than  in  males,  aATr- 
aging  f diameter  of  eye  in  the  former,  f eye  in  the  latter.  Occipital 
region  of  head  nearly  square  in  cross  section,  tapering  regularly.  A pair 
of  inconspicuous  low  ridges  diverging  from  behind  eye,  and  a pair  of 
cross  grooves,  1 inimediately  behind  eyes,  the  other  on  middle  of  occi- 
put, hardly  noticeable  in  the  young ; supraocular  rim  protruding  laterally, 
anteriorly  and  posteriorly,  deeply  incurved  above  middle  of  ej^e;  interor- 
bital space  wide,  evenly  concave,  its  greatest  width  over  front  of  eye 
equaling  length  of  snout,  its  least  width  4 diameter  of  orbit ; snout  sharp, 
Avith  greatly  convex  upper  profile  showing  a faint  transA^erse  giuoAUA 
l)ehind  nasal  spines,  its  length  less  than  diameter  of  eye,  34  to  3§  in 
length  of  head;  mouth  slightly  oblique,  reaching  a A^ertical  halfway 
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bctweeii  liout  and  middle  of  pupil,  2^^  (in  young)  to  2^  in  length  of  head; 
eye  3,-o  (in  young)  to  3f  in  liead.  Gill  memhranes  widely  joined,  free 
from  the  isthmus;  a well-deA'eloped  slit  behind  last  gill;  nasal  spines 
niinnte,  as  in  Frionistius  macellus,  bandy  visible;  npjxn-  preopercnlar 
spine  short  and  simjile,  3 lower  ones  developed  as  thin  rounded  lobes, 
irregularly  serrate  or  spinous.  8quamation  as  usual  in  TrUjlops;  the  body 
above  the  lateral  lino  and  the  top  and  sides  of  head  thiekly  covered  with 
small  spinous  scales;  lower  sidti  of  head,  including  the  lower  parts  of 
cheek  and  preoperele,  and  a narrow  strip  along  lower  half  of  preorbital,  the 
suborbital  ring,  and  the  suborbital  stay  naked;  the  series  of  slightly 
enlarged  dorsal  scutes  very  irregularly  developed,  the  plates  A'arying  from 
If  to  34,  in  6 specimens  counted.  Lateral  line  slightly  depressed  aboA^e 
axil  of  pectorals,  thence  ascending  by  a gently  coiiA^ex  cniwe,  sometimes 
nearly  straight,  with  54  to  56  scutes  of  the  usual  character,  luiA’ing  undu- 
lating folds  descending  obli<iuely  from  tin*  posterior  margins;  iinmerons 
secondary  folds  also  present,  aA^eraging  about  2 to  each  sente  of  the  lat- 
eral line,  the  total  number  of  folds  counted  along  lower  half  of  sides  being, 
ill  adults,  about  135;  anterior  base  and  axil  of  pectorals  and  a strip 
(‘iicircling  brt'ast  in  front  of  vcuitral  lins  naked,  the  brtuist  with  a fcAA'  (5 
to  10)  transA'(‘rs(‘ folds  similar  to  those  on  siih's;  tin*,  lateral  folds  leave  a 
AA'.ide  naked  strip  along  base  of  anal  tin  and  do  not  encircle  caudal  peduncle 
beloAV.  Dorsal  spines  long  and  t'xtremely  slender,  the  longest  2f  to  2^  in 
lu*ad,  tlu‘  2 tins  separate,  the  membram^  of  the  last  spine  extending  to 
base  of  first  soft  ray;  soft  dorsal  A'cry  long,  its  bast*.  2^  to  2|  in  length, 
(‘luliiig  slightly  in  advance  of  last  anal  ray;  base  of  anal  2}  to  2^-  in 
length;  aims  anterior  in  position,  nearly  inidAvay  between  axil  of  A'cntrals 
and  front  of  anal;  ventrals  inserted  in  the  usual  position,  their  distance 
from  snout  3|  oi’  4 iu  length.  Along  their  out(‘r  margin  they  are  proAuded 
Avitb  a Avid(i  cutaneous  fold,  as  in  Trhilops  hcani.  They  extend  Avell 
beyond  the  A'ent,  in  male,  or  nearly  to  the  front  of  anal;  pectorals  usually 
Avith  21  rays,  tlu^  loAver  7 simple,  thickened,  exserted,  2 or  3 of  them  often 
as  long  as,  or  longer  than,  the  branched  rays  above,  the  tin  thus  appear- 
ing notched  or  lobed;  longest  rays  extending  Avell  beyond  front  of  anal 
and  contained  Ijr  to  1|  times  iu  head;  caudal  tin  A'ery  sharply  and  deeply 
forked,  especially  in  male  examph's,  wluu’e  the  median  rays  are  but  ^ the 
length  of  tin*,  longest  ones;  the  caudal  A'aries  iu  length  from  length  of 
head  (in  males)  to  f length  (in  females),  and  contains  11  rays,  the  lower- 
most (corresponding  to  the  uppermost  dcAcloped  ray)  shortened  and 
nnbranched,  as  usual  in  Trujlops.  Coloration  similar  in  the  tAvo  sexes: 
Light  broAvnish  (in  spirits)  abov'c,  the  back  crossed  with  the  usual  4 
saddle-shaped  blotches,  the  first  one  broad,  un(h*r  the  first  7 or  8 dorsal 
spines,  the  second  narrow,  under  the  fifth  to  the  tenth  rays  of  second 
dorsal,  the  tliiial  and  fourth  very  narrow,  under  last  dorsal  raj’S  and  on 
back  of  caudal  pe<luucle ; between  the  second  and  third  bars  are  2 or  3 
similar  fainter  ones  equally  diA'iding  the  interspace;  the  bars  are  con- 
tinued to  b(dow  the  lateral  line,  where  they  immediately  fork,  giving  rise 
thus  to  a series  of  A'crtical  dark  blotches  mostly  arranged  in  pairs;  tlui 
interspaces  between  some  of  the  anterior  pairs  Avith  a bright  silvery  spot ; 
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Tiuderside  of  head  and  body  whitish,  the  hreast  and  anterior  part  of  helly 
more  or  less  silvery;  lining  of  opercle  jet-hlack,  the  color  descending 
onto  the  uppermost  hranchiostegal  rays ; an  ill-delined  dark  hloteh  helow 
eye,  from  which  inns  a narrow  streak  along  preorhital  to  front  of  snont, 
Avhere  it  crosses  upper  lip ; lower  lip  l)lack,  except  laterally ; no  distinct 
markings  on  hasal  portion  of  pectorals,  a small  faint  spot  at  base  of  its 
upper  rays,  and  a nnmher  of  very  faint  bars  sometimes  visible  in  females; 
males  with  2 conspicnons  jet-hlack  bars  crossing  terminal  half  of  the  lower 
thickened  pectoral  rays;  tips  of  the  narrow  caudal  lobes  jet-hlack,  no 
other  markings  visible.  Aleutian  Islands;  several  specimens,  from  115  to 
245  mm.  long,  from  stations  sontli  of  Sannak  and  north  of  Unimak  islands, 
at  depths  of  38  to  50  fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  (forjicatus,  deeply  forked,  like 
shears. ) 

Elanura  forficata,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  430,  pi.  30,  fig.  1,  Aleutian 
Islands,  at  Albatross  Stations  3213,  3214,  and  3222,  in  38  to  50  fathoms. 

724.  MELLETES,  Beau. 

Melletes,  Bean,  Broc.  TJ.  S.  ISTat.  Mus.  1879, 354  (papilio). 

Body  moderately  elongate.  Head  broad,  depressed,  rounded  in  front, 
naked,  with  several  cutaneous  Haps;  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines  with 
hands  of  villiform  teeth;  preopercular  spines  simple,  rather  strong;  gill 
membranes  broadly  connected,  free  from  the  isthmus;  a slit  behind  the 
last  gill;  a narrow  band  of  ctenoid  scales  along  sides  of  back,  meeting  in 
front  of  dorsal;  a few  prickles  on  anterior  parts  of  body,  aud  some  small 
dermal  Haps  on  sides;  skin  otherwise  naked;  dorsals  connected;  the 
spiuous  dorsal  long,  not  emarginate;  pectorals  well  developed,  the  rays  all 
simple;  veutrals  very  long,  I,  4,  the  inner  surface  of  the  rays  armed  with 
^stiif  setie;  pyloric  cieca  6;  no  air  bladder.  Alaska.  { jneXXrjryi;,  a 
loiterer;  remaining  in  shallow  pools  as  the  tide  recedes.) 

2306.  IIELLETE8  PAPILIO,  Bean. 

Head  2f ; branchiostegals  6.  D.  XI-I,  20;  A.  17 ; C.  11  (developed  rays) ; 
P.  17 ; y . I,  4.  Body  moderately  elongate,  rather  slender,  somewhat  com- 
pressed posteriorly;  narrow  band  of  scales  close  to  its  dorsal  outline, 
otherwise  naked,  with  the  exception  of  a few  prickles  on  sides.  Head 
naked;  2 small  cutaneous  appendages  on  chin,  1 near  the  end  of  each 
maxillary,  2 above  eyes,  2 on  the  vertex,  and  1 near  the  upper  angle  of 
each  gill  opening;  hranchiostegal  membrane  free  from  the  isthmus  poste- 
riorly. The  greatest  height  of  body  is  X its  length,  and  equals  the  length 
of  the  external  caudal  rays,  its  height  at  the  ventrals  contained  4^  times 
in  length.  The  least  height  of  tail  equals  the  distance  between  eyes  and 
the  length  of  the  antecedent  spine  of  the  second  dorsal.  The  length  of 
the  caudal  peduncle,  measured  from  the  end  of  the  second  dorsal  to  the 
origin  of  the  middle  caudal  rays,  equals  X the  length  of  the  maxillary. 
Head  equals  twice  the  length  of  the  mandible,  its  greatest  width  equals 
the  length  of  the  base  of  the  spinous  dorsal;  distance  between  eyes  3 
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times  in  length  of  second  and  third  dorsal  spines;  length  of  snout,  or 
distance  from  end  of  snout  to  orbit,  equals  long  diameter  of  eye  and 
length  of  upper  jaw;  length  of  maxillary  equals  twice  length  of  caudal 
peduncle,  and  ^ length  of  anal  base;  mandible  2 in  head,  or  body. 
There  are  2 obtuse  spines  on  the  snout,  2 above  the  posterior  parts  of  the 
orbits,  and  2 on  tbe  vertex,  the  last  4 being  provided  with  short  filaments, 
none  on  the  spine  of  the  snout.  There  are  2 minute,  barbel-like  filaments 
on  the  chin,  and  there  is  1 short  cutaneous  tag  close  to  the  end  of  each 
maxilla  and  on  the  membrane  at  the  upper  angle  of  the  gill  opening.  The 
distance  of  the  spinous  dorsal  from  the  snout  equals  2^  times  the  length  of 
its  first  spine,  its  length  of  base  equals  the  greatest  width  of  the  head. 
The  second  and  third  dorsal  spines  are  equal,  their  length  being  contained 
nearly  5 times  in  the  length  of  the  body;  fourth  dorsal  spine  longest,  its 
length4|inbody ; fifth  dorsal  spine  5 times  in  body;  last  dorsal  spine  shorter 
than  the  antecedent  spine  of  the  second  dorsal ; longest  ray  of  second  dorsal^ 
as  long  as  distance  of  pectoral  from  snout,  the  last  ray  ^ as  long  as  the 
aute(*edeut  spine ; distance  of  the  anal  from  the  snout  nearly  twice  that  of 
the  spinous  dorsal  from  the  same  point;  length  of  the  anal  base  twice  that 
of  the  maxillary;  longest  anal  ray  twice  as  long  as  the  last;  tips  of  the 
anal  rays  free  from  the  membrane,  some  of  them  for  a distance  equal  to  ^ 
the  diameter  of  the  orbit;  length  of  the  middle  caudal  rays  4^  times  iu 
that  of  the  body,  the  length  of  the  external  rays,  4 times;  length  of  the 
loiig(‘st  pectoral  ray  nearly  twice  that  of  the  fifth  dorsal  spine,  extending 
to  v(irtical  through  the  root  of  the  sixth  anal  ray ; distance  of  ventral  from 
snout  equals  3 tinu'S  the  long  <liameter  of  the  orbit;  length  of  longest  ven- 
tral ray  nearly  \ that  of  the  body,  extending  to  vertical  through  tlui  root 
of  the  seventh  anal  ray;  tips  of  the  rays  extending  beyond  the  menil)raue, 
in  one  case  about  of  the  length  of  the  fin;  ventrals  furnished  with  stiff 
setm  on  their  under  surface,  following  the  course  of  the  rays.  Color:  The 
ground  color  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body  is  a light  grayish  brown,  on 
which  are  4 markings  of  a darker  brown,  of  which  the  first  3 are  band-like 
and  extend  below  the  lateral  line,  while  the  fourth  is  widest  below  and 
sends  only  a narrow  point  below  the  lateral  line;  between  the  third  and 
fourth  large  body  markings  there  is  a small  blotch  of  similar  color  l)egiu- 
ning  at  the  lateral  line  and  extending  downward  a distance  equal  to  a])()ut 
4 the  long  diameter  of  the  orbit;  at  the  base  of  the  caudal  is  a band-like 
marking  similar  in  color  to  the  body  markings,  and  the  posterior  half  of 
the  caudal  bears  2 obscure  bauds  of  brown  ; l)etween  tlu'  brown  markings 
there  is  an  area  of  yellowish  white;  top  of  head  sienna  brown;  cheeks 
brown,  of  a darker  tint  than  the  r(‘st  of  the  head;  lower  parts  of  head  yel- 
lowish white,  as  are  the  bases  of  the  pectoral  and  the  anterior  pai  t of  the 
belly;  lower  parts  of  the  body  grayish  white,  dotted  here  and  there  with 
spots  of  milky  white,  largest  of  these  milky-white  spots  is  not  more  than 
\ as  long  as  the  orl>it;  belly  with  some  similar  spots,  resembling  in  this 
respect  the  male  of  Myoxoecphalus  grocnlaudicus,  but  the  spots  are  much 
smaller  than  in  that  species ; spinous  dorsal  mainly  very  dark  brown,  with 
2 light  areas  in  its  anterior  and  posterior  parts;  second,  third,  and  fourth 
body  markings  continued  upon  the  soft  dorsal;  that  inoceediug  from  the 
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fourth  body  marking,  however,  is  continued  forward,  forming  a margin 
for  the  upper  posterior  part  of  the  soft  dorsal;  ground  color  of  the  pec- 
toral a grayish  brown;  on  this  ground  color  the  ux)per  portion  of  the  fin, 
on  its  anterior  surface,  has  several  bands  of  milky  white  bordered  with 
sienna  brown  ; the  lower  part  of  the  anterior  surface  mottled  with  nearly 
linear  markings  of  sienna  brown  bordered  with  milky  white;  the  mark- 
ings of  the  j)osterior  snrfiice  of  the  pectoral  corresj^onding  in  the  main 
with  those  of  the  anterior  surface,  but  the  tips  of  the  membrane  between 
many  of  the  rays  are  milky  white;  ventrals  streaked  and  spotted  with 
sienna  brown  and  milky  white  on  both  surfaces,  the  membrane  close  to  the 
third  ray  having  a regular  alternation  of  these  brown  and  white  sx)ots; 
anal  grayish  brown  sparsely  mottled  with  spots  similar  to  those  on  the 
ventrals;  peritoneum  silvery  white.  The  length  of  the  intestine  is  equal 
to  the  distance  from  the  tij)  of  the  snout  to  the  end  of  the  anal  tin.  The 
genital  paj^illa  is  short,  about  equal  to  the  opening  of  the  vent.  Pribilof 
Islands.  Known  from  1 si)ecimen,  length  185  mm.  (Bean.)  (papilio, 
butterfly.) 

Melletes  papilio,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1879,  354,  St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Group 
(Type,  No.  23751,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Henry  W.  Elliott) ; Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synop- 
sis, 716,  1883. 


725.  HEMILEPIDOTUS,  Cuvier. 

(Irish  Lords.) 

Hemilepidotus,  Cuvier,  Regne  Auini.,  Ed.  2,  Yol.  ii,  165,  1829  (hemilepidotus). 

Temnistia,  Richardso.\,  Fauna  Bor.-Amer.,  iii,  59, 183G  (ventricosus) . 

Body  with  2 broad  bands  of  rough  scale- like  plates  on  each  side,  1 along 
the  side  of  the  back,  1 along  the  lateral  line,  the  upper  bands  meeting 
anteriorily  in  front  of  dorsal : scales  roundish,  their  uiixiei’  and  posterior 
margins  free;  skin  otherwise  naked,  the  naked  skin  thick  and  firm;  head 
naked.  Villiform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Top  of  head 
rugose,  the  ridges  low,  without  s]iines,  no  spines  on  suxiraorbital  rim. 
Branchiostegals  6.  A small  slit  behind  fourth  gill ; gill  membranes  joined 
to  the  isthmus  anteriorly  but  forming  a rather  broad  fold  across  it;  jire- 
oiiercular  sxiines  simple,  strong.  Dorsal  tins  connected,  the  first  long, 
with  strong  spines,  emarginate,  the  first  3 spines  shorter  than  those  which 
follow ; ventrals  I,  4.  North  Pacific,  in  shallow  water.  (?///z,  half ; XsTCLdoDTOi, 
scaled.) 

a.  Throat  and  belly  pure  white,  or  pale  yellow.  D.  Ill,  YIII,  21;  A.  17.  jordani,  2307. 
aa.  Throat  and  belly  profusely  spotted  with  black.  D.  Ill,  YIII,  19 ; A.  15. 

hemilepidotus,  2308. 

2307.  HEMILEPIDOTUS  JORDAM,  Bean. 

(Irish  Lord-,  Yellow  Sculpin.) 

Head  3 ; depth  4^.  D.  Ill,  VIII,  21 ; A.  17 ; V.  I,  4 ; eye  3 in  head;  pectoral 
3|;  ventral  1^;  third  dorsal  spine  3 ; caudal  If . Body  rattier  robust  ante- 
riorly, tapmiug  into  a slender  caudal  xiediincle;  mouth  moderate,  the  max- 
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illary  reaching  to  middle  of  eye;  lower  jaw  included;  villiform  teeth  on 
jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  interorhital  deeply  concave,  about  f eye;  a 
flap  of  skin  above  posterior  margin  of  eye,  1 on  cheek,  a couple  at  tip  of 
lower  jaw,  1 on  end  of  maxillary,  1 at  each  side  of  nape;  top  of  head  cor- 
rugated but  without  spines.  A band  of  scales  along  back,  in  4 series 
anteriorly,  1 or  2 posteriorly;  a naked  area  between  this  band  and  lateral 
line  of  al)out  the  same  width;  a series  of  scales  along  lateral  line,  2 series 
along  the  mesial  third  of  its  length;  below  lateral  line  a band  of  scales  in 
7 or  8 series,  becoming  scattered  and  embedded  under  pectorals.  Fins 
greatly  elavated  in  the  males;  origin  of  dorsal  over  base  of  pectorals,  the 
first  3 spines  subequal,  the  other  anterior  spines  much  longer,  but  slightly 
shorter  than  soft  rays;  tip  of  pectorals  reaching  to  ])elow  the  fourth  soft 
ray  of  dorsal;  ventrals  inserted  slightly  behind  them;  their  tips  reaching 
vent ; caudal  subtruncate.  Color  creamy  white,  mottled  with  dark  brown ; 
the  mottlings  forming  irregular  cross  bars;  some  irregular  radiating  lines 
from  eye;  ventrals  white  in  the  female,  dusky  or  speckled  in  the  male; 
other  fins  with  wavy  dark  cross  bars  and  spots;  lower  parts  largely  bright 
yellow  in  life.  Here  described  from  specimens  from  Alaska  at  Albatross 
Station  3291 . Length  12  to  25  inches.  Bering  Sea,  very  abundant  south  to 
Unalaska  and  east  to  Kadiak;  much  valued  by  the  Aleuts  as  a food-fish, 
although  rather  coarse;  specimens  secured  at  Captains  Harbor,  Unalaska, 
St.  Paul  Island,  Bering  Island,  Unga,  Karluk,  and  at  Albatross  Station  3635 
off  St.  George  Island  in  24  fathoms.  Characterized  by  its  comparatively 
plain  coloration,  the  pale  parts  being  hirgely  bright  yellow  in  life,  wider 
and  shallower  int(*rorhital  space,  smoother  side  of  the  head,  and  longer 
dorsal  and  anal.  All  specimens  examined  have  dorsal  XI,  21;  A.  17.  At 
anterior  and  posterior  ends  of  occipital  ridges  arc  centers  around  which 
radiate  very  coarse  broken  striie,  contrasting  with  the  finer  granulations  of 
H.  hemilepidotus,  which  are  also  disposed  in  radiating  lines.  The  males 
differ  from  females  in  the  great  development  of  all  the  fins,  the  higher  flaps 
on  head,  and  the  prescmce  of  more  yellow  on  jaws  and  branchiostegal 
region.  The  general  color  of  body  and  upper  fins  is  dull  olive  mottled 
with  bluish,  the  ventral  fins  and  sides  of  belly  often  obscurely  speckled, 
the  under  parts  translucent  white  in  spirits  but  largely  bright  yellow  in 
life.  (Named  for  David  Starr  Jordan.) 

Uemilepidotus  jordani,  Bean,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,153,  Unalaska  (Type,  No.  27598, 

U.  S.  N.  M.  Coll.  Sylvanus  Bailey) ; Gilbert.  Kept.  F.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  431; 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Fishe.s  Bering  Sea,  in  Kept.  Fur  Seal  Invest.  1896, 1897  MS. 

230S.  HEMILEPIDOTUS  HEMILEPIDOTUS  (Tilesius). 

(Red  Sculpin.) 

Head2J;  depth  3|^.  D.  Ill,  VIII,  19  or  20;  A.  15;  eye  4^^  in  head;  third 
dorsal  spine  3;  third  dorsal  ray  2^;  pectoral  If ; ventral  1^;  caudal  1|. 
Body  robust,  not  depressed;  head  large;  interorhital  space  deexily  con- 
cave, its  width  f diameter  of  the  large  eye;  occipital  ridges  low  and 
broad;  bones  of  top  of  head  extremely  rough,  but  without  spines,  naked 
but  with  radiating  stria?;  small  flaps  over  iiosterior  part  of  eye,  at  occi- 
put, over  opercle,  and  on  cheeks,  maxillary,  preojiercle,  mandible,  and  tip 
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of  snout;  mouth  moderate,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  helow  posterior  mar- 
gin of  eye.  Jaws  suhequal ; yilliform  teeth  in  hroad  bands  on  jaws,  vomer, 
and  palatines.  Skin  thick  and  firm ; gill  membranes  forming  a moderate 
fold  across  the  isthmus;  upper  hand  of  scales  of  about  4 rows,  narrower 
than  the  interspace ; first  3 spines  of  dorsal  about  equal,  lower  than  those 
following;  soft  dorsal  high.  Olivaceous  or  reddish,  more  or  less  mottled 
and  barred  with  darker ; belly  and  lower  parts  pale,  profusely  covered  with 
small  blackish  spots;  fins  all  more  or  less  speckled;  skin  joining  bones  of 
jaws  finely  spotted  with  black.  Length  18  inches.  Kamchatka  to  San 
Francisco;  abundant  from  Puget  Sound  to  Sitka;  not  common  in  Bering 
Sea.  Smaller  than  Ilemilejndotus  jordani  and  much  more  varied  in  color. 
Here  described  from  a specimen  9 inches  in  length,  from  Puget  Sound. 

Although  much  less  abundant  in  Bering  Sea  than  R.  jordani,  this  is  the 
only  species  which  came  into  the  hands  of  the  older  writers.  The  Coitus 
trachurus  of  Pallas,  Blepsias  venfricosus  Eschscholtz,  H.  tilesii  Cuvier  & 
Valenciennes,  and  R.  gihhsi  Gill,  all  belong  here.  In  addition  to  the 
striking  differences  in  color,  R.  liemilepidotus  is  distinguished  by  the  much 
narrower  and  deeper  interorbital  space  and  the  more  extensive  granula- 
tions of  the  bones  of  the  head  in  adults.  The  occipital  and  temporal 
ridges  are  more  elevated,  the  granulations  finer,  extending  onto  upper 
portion  of  opercle,  snborbital  ring,  and  bony  bridge  across  cheek.  The 
opercular  rib  and  the  snborbital  stay  are  smooth  or  faintly  striate  in  R. 
jordani.  The  vertical  fins  are  constantly  shorter  and  lower  than  in  R.  jor- 
dani, the  formula,  D.  XI,  19,  A.  15,  being  constant  in  all  si^ecimens  exam- 
ined. {r}uiXETti6oordi,  half-scaled.) 

Coitus  hemilepidotus,  Tilesics,  Mem.  Ac.  Petersb.,  in,  1810, 262,  Petropaulski ; based  on 
ILyoxocephalus  cormitus,  Steller  MS.,  1741. 

Coitus  trachurus,  Pallas,  Zoogr.  Koss.-Asiat.,  m,  138. 1811,  Kuril  Islands.  (Coll.  Capt. 
Joseph  Billings.) 

Hemilepidotus  tilesii,  Cuvier  & Yalexciexxes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  276,  1829;  after 
Tilesius  and  Pallas  ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  173. 

Ble2)sias  ventHcosus,  Eschscholtz,  Zool.  Atlas,  3d  Heft,  14, 1. 13, 1829,  Norfolk  Sound  and 
Sitka.  (Coll.  Capt.  Kotzebue.) 

Hemilepidotus gihhsii.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1862, 13,  Northwest  Boundary  Survey ; 

no  definite  locality  given.  (Coll.  Dr.  Suckley.) 

Hemilepidotus  trachurus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Sjuiopsis,  715, 1883. 

Tcmnistia  ventricosa,  Bichardson,  Fauna  Bor.-Amer.,  Fish.,  59, 1836. 

726.  CALYCILEPIDOTUS,  Ayres. 


Cahjcilepidotus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  l,  1855,  76  (spinosus). 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Remilepidotus,  from  which  it  differs  in  the 
broad  union  of  the  gill  membranes  to  the  isthmus,  the  skin  not  forming  a 
fold  across  it.  The  skin  of  the  body  is  thin  and  lax  and  the  single  known 
species  is  much  smaller  and  less  robust  than  the  species  of  Remilepidotus. 
The  form  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  cranium  is  also  different.  The  ridges 
on  head  are  prominent,  broken  up  into  rough  irregular  spines;  posterior 
part  of  supraorbital  rim  very  rough  and  uneven.  {udXv^,  cup ; XE7ndGi)T6<i, 
scaled.) 
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2309.  CALYCILEPIDOTUS  SPIXOSUS,  Ayres. 

Head  2|;  depth  5.  D.  Ill,  YIII,  19;  A.  15;  scales  60;  eye  4^  in  head ; 
maxillary  24 ; fourth  dorsal  spine  4;  pectoral  1^;  ventral  2;  caudal  If. 
Body  rather  elongate,  depres.sed ; head  broad,  somewhat  concave  between 
the  oecipital  ridges;  2 sharp  radiating  ridges  l)ehind  upper  posterior 
margin  of  each  orbit,  somewhat  broken  up  into  irregular  spines ; posterior 
part  of  supraorbital  rim  broken  up  into  spines;  top  of  head  covered  with 
loose  skin,  and  with  thick-set  mucous  tubes  ; interorbital  sjiace  narrow, 
concave,  ^ diameter  of  eye;  preopercle  with  2 strong,  shortish,  diverging 
spines  above ; lleshy  slips  above  opercle,  near  upper  posterior  part  of  eye, 
and  at  occiput;  a long  fleshy  slip  on  maxillary,  and  4 on  lower  jaw;  many 
scales  on  sides  with  small  flaps;  skin,  where  not  scaly,  thin  and  lax;  dor- 
sal band  of  scales  with  about  7 rows  at  its  widest  part,  anteriorly  much 
wider  than  the  space  between  it  and  the  lateral  band;  isthmus  rather 
broad,  the  membranes  not  forming  a fold  across  it;  dorsal  tins  consid- 
erably connected,  spines  very  low,  the  highest  about  f the  height  of  the 
soft  rays;  pectorals  broad,  shortish,  about  reaching  vent;  distance  from 
spinous  dorsal  to  snout  greater  than  length  of  pectoral.  Color  brown, 
mottled  and  obscurely  barred,  often  tinged  with  red ; top  of  head  usually 
with  brick  red;  tins  all,  except  ventrals,  mottled  with  blackish  and  r(‘d- 
dish ; skin  joining  bones  of  jaws  unspotted;  belly  whitish,  immaculate. 
Here. described  from  a specimen  from  Monterey  Bay,  California,  10  inches 
in  length.  Coast  of  California,  in  rather  deep  water ; not  common;  known 
only  from  about  Monterey  and  San  Francisco,  (spinosus,  spiny.) 

Calycilepidottis  gpinosus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  I,  1855,  76,  San  Francisco. 
llemilepidohis  spinos^it^,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  liTat.  Sci.  Phila.  1856, 134;  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  R. 

R.  Surv.,  X,  Fish.,  68, 1858;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  715. 

727.  ENOPHRYS,  SwainsoD. 

(Stone  Sculpins.) 

Enophrys,  SWAINSON,  Class’n  Fishes,  il,  271, 1839  (claviger). 

Aspieottus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1854, 130  (bison). 

Clypeocottus,  Ayres,  Proc.  C:U.  Ac.  Sci.  1854, 12  (robustus). 

Body  short  and  thick,  depressed  anteriorly.  Head  very  large,  mailed 
above  with  rugose,  bony  plates;  a series  of  large,  rough,  bony  plates  along 
lateral  line;  no  scales.  Teeth  in  vil'liform  bands  in  jaws  and  on  vomer, 
none  on  palatines;  preoiiercle  with  strong,  straight  spines;  suborbital 
stay  broad,  externally  bony;  gill  membranes  joined  to  the  isthmus,  not 
forming  a fold  across  it;  a slit  behind  fourth  gill.  Dorsal  fins  separate, 
the  anterior  short,  not  notched;  anal  short.  Intestinal  canal  elongate. 
Herbivorous,  feeding  chiefly  on  algm.  (tp,  on;  66pv<;,  eyebrow.) 

Aspicottvs  (a<jni<;.  shield ; Gottus) : 

a.  Preopercular  spine  about  ^ head,  reaching  end  of  opercle  or  a little  beyond ; bony 
plates  of  side  without  keel  or  spine.  bison,  2310. 

Enophrys : 

aa.  Preopercular  spine  very  long,  reaching  middle  of  spinous  dorsal;  bony  plates  of 
sides  each  with  a serrated  keel  or  spine.  CLAVIGER,  2311. 
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Subgenus  ASPICOTTUS,  Girard. 

2310.  ENOPHRYS  BIS0\  (Girard). 

Head  2^;  depth  4.  D.  VIII,  11;  A.  9;  lateral  plates  29;  eye  5 in  head; 
maxillary  2-^ ; pectoral  If;  ventral  2f;  candal2;  snont  blunt;  maxillary 
reaching  beyond  pupil;  external  bones  of  head  rough  granular;  interor- 
bital space  elevated  and  concave,  the  orbital  ridge  without  spine;  sub- 
orbital stay  covering  most  of  cheek;  a ridge  extending  backward  from 
each  eye,  the  two  connected  by  a cross  ridge  at  occiput ; the  ridges  large 
and  rough,  and  the  space  between  them  concave ; preopercle  with  4 spines, 
the  upper  very  long,  straight,  and  rough,  usually  reaching  past  opercle, 
a little  more  than  ^ head;  opercular  ridge  very  broad;  subopercle  with 
2 diverging  spines ; a single  series  of  large,  rough,  granular  plates  along 
sides,  from  opercle  to  base  of  caudal,  the  plates  without  keel  or  spine  and 
growing  smaller  behind;  spinous  dorsal  small,  much  lower  than  soft  rays; 
anal  short.  Olivaceous  above,  variegated  with  blackish  and  reddish, 
yellowish  below;  fins  olivaceous,  marked  with  black;  ventrals  pale. 
Length  12  inches.  San  Francisco  to  Sitka;  very  abundant,  especially 
about  Puget  Sound;  a coarse  species,  not  used  for  food.  When  disturbed 
it  extends  its  long  preopercular  spines,  making  the  head  flat  and  very 
wide.  Here  described  from  a specimen,  4 inches  in  length,  from  Puget 
Sound,  Washington.  {Bison,  the  American  buffalo,  from  its  horns.) 

Aspicottus  bison,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  ISTat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 130,  Fort  Steilacoom  (Type,  No. 
322,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Dr.  Suckley) ; Fort  Point  (No.  323.  Coll.  Lieutenant  Trow- 
bridge) ; San  Francisco  (No.  324.  Coll.  Dr.  Heermann) ; Tomales  Bay  (No.  325.  Coll. 
E.  Samuels.) 

Clypeocottus  rob^istus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1854. 12,  San  Francisco. 

Aspicottus  bison,  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  x,  Ei.sbes,  66, 1858. 

Enophrys  bison,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  710, 1883. 

Subgenus  ENOPHRYS. 

2311.  ENOPHRYS  CLAVIGER  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

D.  yi-13;  A.  11;  V.  I,  3.  Top  of  head  everywhere  rough;  2 strong 
nasal  spines ; superciliary  margins  much  elevated,  with  a deep  groove 
between  them;  4 preopercular  spines,  the  upper  exceedingly  long  and 
strong,  extending  nearly  to  the  vertical  from  end  of  first  dorsal,  serrated 
and  coarsely  toothed  on  its  upper  margin,  but  without  antler-like  processes ; 
^Sicciput  with  a very  long  cuneiform  process  on  each  side;”  lateral  line 
with  bony  jilates,  rougher  than  in  Enophrys  hison,  each  with  a serrated 
keel  and  spine;  skin  sul) villous  above,  with  small  rough  warts;  a series  of 
small  cutaneous  appendages  above  the  anal;  suborbital  stay  spinous; 
vomerine  teeth  present ; isthmus  broad ; slit  behind  last  gill  large.  Dark 
brown,  with  3 or  4 vertical  bands ; belly  white.  Length  2f  inches.  Bering 
Sea.  Here  described  from  the  original  type  in  the  British  Museum. 

Dr.  Gilbert  mentions  also:  A single  specimen,  52  mm.  long,  from  Alba- 
tross Station  3233,  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska;  depth  Tf  fathoms.  The  upper 
preopercular  spine  is  long  and  very  slender,  extending  to  below  middle 


Jordan  and  Evermayin. — Fishes  of  North  America.  1939 


of  spinous  dorsal,  bearing  small  serrations  on  anterior  and  posterior  edges 
of  basal  half,  but  without  larger  teeth  or  accessory  spinules.  Area  above 
lateral  plates  thickly  beset  with  minute  jirickles ; posterior  part  of  abdom- 
inal region  and  the  area  above  anal  fin  similarly  beset  with  prickles  which 
scarcely  project  beyond  the  small  tubercles  in  which  they  occur.  A few 
larger  postaxial  prickles  and  a small  number  of  white  filaments  scattered 
along  middle  of  sides.  Filaments  also  at  base  of  preopercular  spine  and 
2 or  3 at  tip  of  maxillary.  Dorsal  VIII,  14;  anal  11;  lateral  line  35. 

A specimen,  151  mm.  long,  from  Albatross  Station  3645,  off  Robben  Island, 
in  10  fathoms,  is  entirely  similar  to  the  one  reported  on  by  Gilbert.  It 
may  be  described  as  follows : Preorbital  with  2 strong  spinous  projections, 
which  overlap  the  premaxillary  in  closed  mouth.  Interorl)ital  space  deeply 
channeled,  the  orbital  rim  raised  posteriorly  into  a blunt  spinous  tubercle. 
A small,  spinous,  occipital  tubereh',  behind  which  rises  a high,  sharp 
nuchal  ridge,  which  is  highest  posteriorly  and  has  its  upper  edge  finely 
toothed.  No  cirri  on  top  of  head.  Upper  preopercular  spine  long,  simple, 
reaching  beyond  head  to  fourth  or  fifth  plate  of  lateral  line ; below  it  3 
short,  strong  spines,  the  lowermost  directed  downward  and  forward; 
outer  surface  of  the  upper  spine  with  3 or  4 low,  finely  serrated  ridges, 
its  inner  edge  smooth,  without  acc(‘8sory  ensj^s  or  spinules;  opercular 
ridge  high,  serrate;  two  sharp  spiiu's  on  anterior  angle  of  subopercle ; top 
and  sides  of  lu'ad  rough,  with  minut(‘  spinous  points;  preopercle  and 
lower  jaw  with  numerous  short  filaments,  a longer  one  on  end  of  maxiU 
lary.  Body  entirely  covered  with  minute  prickles,  which  invest  also  the 
abdominal  region  ; those  above  lateral  line  longest  and  most  thickly  placed ; 
lateral  line  with  a series  of  plates  similar  to  those  in  E.  bison,  each  sur- 
mounted by  a sharj)  spine;  lat(‘ral  line  with  2 curves,  approaching  back 
most  nearly  at  end  of  spinous  and  at  end  of  soft  dorsal ; many  conspicuous 
white  filaments  scatti'red  oviu-  sides  below  lateral  line.  Dorsals  entiridy 
separate,  the  frei*  interspace  as  wide  as  pupil.  Head  2f  in  length;  depth 
3f.  Eye  larger  than  intm'orbital  widtli,  4|  in  head.  D.  VIII-14;  A.  12 
(11  in  previously  noted  specimen);  P.  16;  lateral  line  with  35  plates. 
Dusky  above,  with  faint,  darker  cross  bars;  light  below;  two  black 
blotches  on  cheek;  some  faint  dusky  V-shaped  prolongations  of  the  col- 
oration of  the  back  down  toward  base  of  anal  fin ; fins  indistinctly  cross- 
banded;  a dark  area  at  base,  of  pectoral,  a narrow  obli(j[ue  dusky  cross  bar 
on  base  of  caudal  fin.  {clavis,  key;  (jero,  I bear.) 

Coitus  claviger,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  195,  1829,  Kamchatka 
(Coll.  M.  Collee) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  167. 

Coitus  elegans,  Gray,  in  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  IV,  195, 1829 ; same  type. 
Enophrgs  clnviger,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  711,  1883;  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish 
Comm.  1893  (1890;,  426;  JORDAN  & Gilbert,  Fishes  Bering  .Sea,  1897. 

728.  CERATOCOTTUS,  Gill. 

Ccralocottus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1859, 165  (diccraus). 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Enophrys,  from  which  it  differs  in  having  the 
long  preopercular  S])ine  armed  above  with  recurved  hooks  or  autler-like 
processes.  Bering  Sea.  {uepai,  horn;  Coitus.) 
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a.  Transverse  occipital  ridge  not  developed ; interorbital  groove  deep  and  narrow;  pre- 
opercular  spines  small.  lucasi,  2312. 

aa.  Transverse  occipital  ridge  well  developed ; interorbital  groove  less  deep  and  wider ; 
preopercular  spines  larger.  diceraus,  2313. 

2312.  CEK.iTOCOTTUS  LUC.4SI,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  new  species. 

Head  2|  in  length,  measured  to  end  of  opercular  flap;  depth  3t.  D. 
VII,  13;  A.  12;  P.17  or  18.  Eye  4f  in  head;  maxillary  2^ ; preopercular 
spine  2-1;  pectoral  flu  1^.  Maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  the  vertical  from 
posterior  margin  of  eye;  villiform  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  the  outer 
series  in  jaws  enlarged;  no  teeth  on  palatines;  interorbital  space  very 
deeply  channeled,  its  least  width  f diameter  of  eye;  upper  edge  of  orbital 
rim  sharp  aud  beset  with  a single  series  of  small  teeth;  occiput  abruptly 
depressed  behind  the  eyes  to  below  the  floor  of  interorbital  space,  as  in  C. 
diceraus,  nearly  flat  both  transversely  and  longitudinally,  the  occiput  ridges 
being  very  low,  and  the  transverse  ridge  so  conspicuous  at  back  of  occiput 
in  adult  C.  diceraus  is  here  not  developed;  nuchal  ridges  high,  elevated, 
aud  compressed  into  a minutely  serrated  edge,  a very  small  cusp-like  ele- 
vation at  their  base  anteriorly;  nasal  and  preorbital  spines  as  in  C. 
diceraus;  upper  preopercular  spines  slender  and  somewhat  decurved  to- 
ward tips,  minutely  roughened  on  the  outer  surface,  and  beariug  on  their 
upper  edge  3 retrorsely  hooked  spines,  resembling  the  spines  on  a rose 
bush;  below  this  3 short,  strong  spines,  the  first  immediately  below  the 
upper  spine  and  diverging  from  it,  the  second  directed  nearly  vertically 
downward,  the  third  downward  aud  forward;  2 strong  diverging sx)ines 
at  anterior  angle  of  subopercle;  opercular  ridge  elevated;  all  exposed 
bones  of  head  roughened  with  radiating  series  of  lines  which  are  beset 
with  minute  prickles;  lateral  line  with  36  bony  plates  decreasing  in  size 
posteriorly,  each  plate  beariug  small  slender  spines,  those  on  the  middle 
of  plate  longer  than  the  others  and  directed  backward.  From  fragments 
of  skin  left  on  .snout  and  side  of  head  in  1 specimen,  it  is  evident  that 
this  species  is  colored  much  as  in  C.  diceraus,  the  ground  color  light  olive, 
thickly  covered  with  small  dusky  spots,  around  which  the  ground  color 
forms  narrow  reticulating  lines.  When  taken  the  bones  of  the  head  were 
a bright  vitriol  green.  Bering  Sea;  2 specimens,  135  and  132  mm.  long; 
1 taken  from  the  stomach  of  a cod,  the  other  from  a halibut,  both  of 
which  were  captured  near  St.  Paul  Island.  The  skin  is  digested  off  from 
both  specimens,  so  that  the  color  can  not  be  determined,  but  they  are 
otherwise  in  good  condition.  Differing  from  C.  diceraus  in  the  deeper  nar- 
rower interorbital  groove  and  the  smaller  size  and  different  armature  of 
the  preopercular  spines.  (Named  for  Mr.  Frederick  Augustus  Lucas, 
Curator  of  Comparative  Anatomy  in  the  U.  S.  National  Museum  and  mem- 
ber of  the  U.  S.  Fur  Seal  Commission  in  1896  and  1897. 

Ceratocottus  lucasi,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert  MS.,  Fishes  Bering  Sea,  1896,  1897  MS.,  St.  Paul 
Island  (Type,  No.  48234;  Cotype,  No.  5661,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  Jordan.) 

2313.  CERATOCOTTUS  DICERAUS  (Pallas). 

D.  VII,  14;  A.  10;  C.  12;  P.  17 ; V.  I,  3.  Form  of  Enoplirys  Inson,  the  head 
large,  wider  than  deep  or  long;  top  of  head  nearly  as  in  Enoplirys  Inson, 
the  ridges  higher  and  very  rough;  orbital  ridges  elevated,  continued 
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backward  toward  the  nape,  the  occipital  ridges  sharp  behind;  upper  pre- 
opercular  spine  very  long,  rough,  nearly  f as  long  as  head,  with  strong 
recurved  hooks  or  serrations  on  the  upper  edge;  lower  preopercnlar  spines 
strong;  oj^ercle  with  a longitudinal  rib  and  no  distinct  spine;  lateral  line 
with  a row  of  rough  bony  scutella,  each  Avith  a minute  central  spine; 
skin  above  more  or  less  A’illous  or  prickly,  elsewhere  smooth.  Isthmus 
Avide;  a slit  behind  last  gill;  vomer  with  teeth.  Bering  Sea,  rather  com- 
mon from  Alaska  to  Kamchatka  and  Saghalin.  Here  described  from  a 
specimen  in  the  British  Museum,  about  6 inches  long. 

Dr.  Gilbert  has  this  note  on  several  adults  taken  Avith  seine  at  Hereu- 
deeu  Bay,  Alaska  Peninsula: 

There  are  6 or  7 strong  barbs  inclined  forward  on  upper  surface  of  pre- 
opercular  spine,  Avhich  is  A^ery  long,  slender,  and  straight,  reaching  to  below 
middle  of  spinous  dorsal.  Filaments  arranged  as  in  Enophrijs  daviger, 
but  those  on  posterior  part  of  body  much  more  numerous.  Anal  papilla 
A'ery  large,  0.27  mm.  in  a specimen  195  mm.  long.  There  seems  to  be  no 
prickles  on  region  aboA^e  lateral  line,  or  on  abdomen.  Stomachs  filled  with 
molluscan  shells,  mainly  limpets.  D.  VIII.  13  or  14;  A.  10  to  12. 

One  specimen  from  Kobben  Island,  collected  by  Mr.  Barrett-Hamiltou, 
and  3 young  specimens  from  Petropaulski,  show  the  folloAA'ing  characters ; 
The  depth  of  the  occipital  depression,  the  height  of  the  different  ridges 
and  spines,  and  the  amount  of  the  irregularity  in  the  cusps  of  the  pre- 
opercular  spine  is  subject  to  great  indiA'idual  A ariatiou.  We  find  no 
important  differences  between  this  specimen  and  those  from  the  Alaskan 
Peninsula  reported  on  by  Gilbert  (Report  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fish- 
eries, 1896, 426).  The  occipital  depression  is  less  and  the  cross  ridge  behind 
it  much  lower  in  the  adult  from  Robben  Island,  the  occiput  comparatively 
flat  and  Avithout  cross  ridge  in  the  young.  We  do  not  A^euture  to  base  any 
distinctions  on  these  differences  Avhich  may  be  due  in  part  to  age  and  in 
part  to  indh  idual  variation,  (dzj,  two;  xspaoi,  horned.) 

Coitus  diceraus,  Pallas,  Noa'.  Act.  Petropol.  1783,  354,  pi.  10,  fig.  7,  Petropaulski,  Kam- 
chatka (Coll,  steller);  CUAUER  & Yalenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  189,  1829; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  189. 

Synauceia  cervus,  Tilesius,  Mem.  Ac.  Pertersb.,  iii,  1811,  278,  pi.  13,  Petropaulski.  (Coll. 
Steller.) 

Coitus  stelleri,  Bloch  <fe  Schneider,  Syst.  Icbth.,  63,  1801;  after  Steller. 

Ceratocottus  diceraxis.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1859,  165,  and  1861,  167. 

Enoj)hrys  dicerates,  Jordan  <fe  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  711,  1883;  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish 
Comm.  1893  (1896),  426. 

729.  COTTUS  (Artedi)  Linnaius. 

(MilleiVs  Thumbs.) 

Coitus,  Artedi,  Genera  Piscium,  49, 1738. 

Coitus,  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  x,  264, 1758  (gohio  *). 

Pegedictis,  Kafinesque,  Ichth.  Ohiensis,  85, 1820  (ictalops). 


* Coitus  gohio,  the  common  Miller’s  Thumb  of  Eiu’ope,  belongs  to  the  same  group  as 
Coitus  pollicaris,  philonips,  etc.,  having  no  palatine  teeth,  the  skin  smooth,  and  the  A^entral 
rays  1, 4.  The  rays  are  D.  VI  to  VIII,  16  or  17 ; A,  12.  The  name  Coitus  is  restricted  to 
this  type  by  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  who  remark,  “ Ce  genre  (Coitus)  aA^ait  pour  type 
primitive,  un  petit  acanthopterygien  de  nos  rivieres  a tete  large,”  etc. 
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Cottopsis,  Girard,  Proc.  Post.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  iii,  1850,  B03  (asper). 

Fotamocottus,  Gill,  Proc.  Post.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  viii,  1861,  40  {pinictulatus). 

Taur idea,  Jordan  & Kicb,  Man.  Vert.  E.  TJ.  S.,  Ed.  2,  255, 1878  (ricei). 

Fresh  water  sculpins.  Body  fusiform.  Head  feelily  armed;  skin  smooth 
or  more  or  less  velvety,  its  prickles,  if  present,  not  houy  or  scale-like; 

\ illiform  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  and  sometimes  on  palatines.  Gill 
openings  separated  hy  a wide  isthmus,  over  which  the  membranes  do  not 
form  a fold;  no  slit  behind  fourth  gill.  Branch iostegals  6.  Dorsals  nearly 
or  (piite  separate,  the  lirst  of  6 to  9 slender  spines;  ventrals  moderate, 
each  with  a short  concealed  spine  and  4 soft  rays.  Lateral  line  present, 
usually  more  or  less  chain-like,  sometimes  incomplete.  Preopercle  with  a 
simple  spine  at  its  angle  which  is  usually  curved  upward,  its  base  more 
or  less  covered  by  skin,  very  rarely  obsolete;  usually  2 or  3 spines  turned 
downward  below  this;  subopercle  usually  with  a concave  spine  turned 
downward.  Vertebne  10-|-23  = 33;  pyloric  c;eca  about  4.  Fishes  of  small 
size,  inhabiting  clear  waters  in  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  Asia,  and 
America.  The  species  are  extremely  numerous,  and  are  very  difficult  to 
distinguish,  all  being  very  similar  in  form,  coloration,  and  habits.  It  is 
probable  that  these  are  descended  from  some  Asiatic  marine  type,  as 
Tnieliidermus  {Centridermichthys)  rather  than  from  MyoxocephaJus.  In  this- 
case  Coitus  asper  would  approach  more  nearly  to  the  ancestral  form.  From 
it  are  descended  Coitus  semiscaher  and  Coitus  icialops,  with  their  multitude 
of  variations.  Coitus  yohio,  aleuticus,  pliilonips,  and  po?7icam  indicate  the 
possible  descent  of  Uranidea.  In  like  manner  Triylopsis  seems  to  be  de- 
scended through  Oncoeottus  ivom  Myoxocephalus.  The  Miller’ s Thumb,  or 
Blob,  is  found  in  most  streams  and  lakes  where  trout  occur,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  most  destructive  enemies  of  the  trout,  devouring  its  eggs  in  great 
numliers.  {Coitus ; hotto^,  an  old  name  of  the  European  Miller’s  Thumb, 
Coitus  goMo,  Linmeus,  from  xorrcz  head.) 

a.  Palatine  bones  each  with  a band  of  teeth  (these  rarely  few  in  number  or  wholly 
absent). 

Pegedictis  [irriyr),  fountain ; fish) : 

b.  Preopercular  spine  short,  hooked  upward,  partially  or  Avholly  concealed  by 
skin ; 2 or  3 smaller  spines  directed  downwai’d  below  it. 

c.  Anal  rays  15  to  20;  back  and  sides  smooth  or  variously  prickly. 

d.  Body  robust;  head  rounded  anteriorly. 

e.  Vent  midway  between  base  of  caudal  and  tip  of  snout. 

ASPER,  2314. 

ee.  Vent  nearer  base  of  caudal  than  tip  of  snout. 

GULOSUS,  2315. 

dd.  Body  long  and  slender;  head  narrowing  rapidly  forward,  the  snout 
acutely  rounded.  evermanni,  2316. 

cc.  Anal  rays  11  to  15. 

/.  Head  narrowed  anteriorly,  the  snout  long;  lateral  line  complete; 
back  and  sides  coarsely  pricklj'^,  sometimes  smooth. 

, RHOTHEUS,  2317. 

ff.  Head  more  or  less  blunt  and  rounded  in  outline  anteriorly;  the 
snout  short. 

g.  Anal  rays  13  to  15,  usually  15;  caudal  peduncle  stout;  skin 

smooth.  SHASTA,  2318. 
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gg.  Aual  rays  11  to  13,  usually  13. 

/i.  Caudal  i)eduiicle  very  slender;  its  least  depth  not  much 
greater  than  diameter  of  eye ; body  and  head  profusely 
speckled.  punctulatus,  2319. 

hh.  Caudal  peduncle  deep,  its  least  depth  equal  to  length  of 
snout;  hack  and  sides  less  distinctly  speckled. 

i.  Head  blunt,  low,  rounded  anteriorly;  body  with 

vague  dark  clouds  or  specks,  not  very  distinctly 
barred ; skin  smooth  or  variously  prickly,  some- 
times verj'  rough,  sometimes  perfectly  smooth. 

SEMISCABER,  2320. 

ii.  Head  less  rounded,  with  a median  depression ; body 

usually  with  broad,  oblique,  dark  bars;  axil 
usually  with  some  fine  prickles,  the  back  smooth. 

ICTALOPS,  2321. 


Tauridea  (ravpa,  COW ; eI6os,  appearance) : 
bb.  Preopercular  spine  very  large,  as  large  as  eye,  and  spirallj^  hooked ; back  with 
stiffisb  prickles. 

j.  Dorsal  VIII,  17 ; anal  12;  head  A^ery  broad  and  flat;  body  olivaceous,  finely 
speckled  and  motled.  ricei,  2322. 


COTTUS: 

aa.  Palatine  teeth  wanting  (rarely  a few  developed  in  males). 

k.  Preopercle  Avith  a spine  at  its  angle,  beloAV  Avhich  are  2 others  directed 
downward. 

1.  Back  and  sides  more  or  less  prickly;  dorsals  connected;  lateral  line  com- 
plete; preopercle  AA'ith  a long  claw -like  spine;  dorsal  VIII,  17;  anal  13. 

ONYCHUS,  2323. 

U.  Back  and  sides  smooth  or  prickly  behind  axil  only. 

m.  Preopercular  spine  long,  curved  upward  in  a spiral;  dorsal  fins  Ioav, 
connected ; dorsals  VII-19 ; anal  13.  pollicaeis,  2324. 

mm.  Preopercular  spine  curA-ed  upward ; pectoral  as  long  as  head ; dor- 
sal Vin,  18;  anal  14.  cognatus,  2325. 

mmm.  Preopercular  spine  very  short,  hooked  upAvard;  dorsals  well 
connected,  the  spines  low,  the  soft  rays  high;  lateral  line 
incomplete.  Lower  preopercular  spines  aa^cII  developed ; D. 
VII,  21;  A.  15.  PERPLEXUS,  2326. 

kk.  Preopercle  with  a single  short  spine  at  its  tip  only,  and  no  distinct  spines 
below  it,  the  lower  si)ines  reduced  to  angles  of  the  bone. 

n.  Posterior  nostrils  in  short,  but.conspicuous  tubes;*  dorsals  connected; 
skin  smooth  or  nearly  so;  dorsal  \^II  to  X,  18  or  19;  anal  13  or  14. 

o.  Lateral  line  very  incomplete.  klamathensis,  2327. 

00.  Lateral  line  complete  or  nearly  so. 

p.  Dorsal  spines  IX  or  X.  ALEUTICUS,  2328. 

pp.  Dorsal  spines  VII.  minutus,  2329. 

7m.  Posterior  nostrils  without  tubes ; skin  nearly  smooth;  D.  VII  or  VIII. 
16  to  18 ; anal  12  to  14. 
q.  Head  moderate,  3i  to  4 in  length. 

r.  Mouth  rather  large,  the  maxillary  2|  in  head,  reaching  to 
opposite  middle  of  eye. 

s.  Depth  4^  to  5 in  length.  beldingii,  2330. 

ss.  Depth  6 in  length.  philonips,  2331. 

rr.  Mouth  A^ery  small,  the  maxillary  3f  in  head,  reaching  front 
of  pupil.  ANN^,  2332. 

qq.  Head  larger,  3J  in  length;  depth  5;  body  much  spotted. 

SPILOTUS,  2333. 


Not  described  in  Coitus  minutus. 
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kkk.  Preopercle  without  spine,  its  edge  covered  by  smooth  skin,  a trace  of  the 
upper  spine  rarely  present;  skin  smooth. 
t.  Dorsals  separate.  leiopomus,  2334. 

tt.  Dorsals  connected,  long  and  low,  a shallow  notch  between  spinous  and 
soft  parts.  PRINCEPS,  2335. 

Subgenus  PEGEDICTIS,  Rafinesque. 

2314.  COITUS  ASPEK,  Richardson. 

(Prickly  Bullhead.) 

Head  31  to  3^ ; depth  4^.  D.  IX  or  X,  19  to  21 ; A.  17  or  18,  rarely  15  or  16 ; 
eye  5 in  head;  maxillary  2^;  peetoral  1^;  ventral  2;  caudal  If.  Body 
deepest  at  shoulders;  caudal  peduncle  moderately  slender,  its  depth  a 
little  less  than  length  of  snout.  Head  wedge-shaped  as  viewed  from 
above;  mouth  quite  at  lotver  profile  of  head;  maxillary  to  below  posterior 
margin  of  pupil;  palatine  teeth  in  a very  narrow  band  on  front  of  palatines 
only ; preopercular  spine  long  aud  sharp ; iiiterorbital  rather  wide,  about 
equal  to  vertical  diameter  of  eye;  x>ectoral  barely  reaching  front  of  anal; 
ventrals  not  reaching  vent;  dorsals  slightly  connected  at  base.  Prickles 
coarse  aud  stiff,  not  closelj’’  crowded ; lateral  line  complete ; vent  in  the 
middle  of  the  body  in  the  large  majority  of  specimens,  sometimes  slightly 
nearly  tail.  Color  grayish  olive,  much  spotted  and  mottled  with  blackish ; 
all  fins,  except  anal  and  ventrals,  with  dark  wavy  cross  lines.  The  coarser 
prickles,  more  anterior  position  of  vent,  and  flatter  interorbital  space 
separate  Cottus  asper,  at  least  subspecifically,  from  the  Sacramento  River 
form,  Coitus  (julosus.  Streams  of  the  Cascade  Range  from  Vancouver  Island 
to  Oregon,  abundant  in  cold  streams;  extremely  variable,  almost  every 
variation  in  the  roughness  of  the  skin  being  found.  Length  a foot;  the 
largest  species  of  Cottus.  Here  described  from  a specimen  from  Walla 
Walla. 

Dr.  Gilbert  notes : 

Five  specimens  taken  in  a small  stream  emptying  into  Departure  Bay, 
Vancouver  Island.  The  head  is  naked  in  all  of  these,  and  the  prickles 
absent  on  belly,  along  bases  of  spinous  dorsal  and  anal  fin,  and  on  caudal 
peduncle.  D.  VIII  or  IX,  21  or  22 ; A.  16  to  18. 

Still  other  specimens  from  Vancouver  Island  and  about  Port  Townsend 
have  a band  of  small  prickles  extending  along  lateral  line  to  middle  of 
second  dorsal,  {asper,  rough.) 

Cottus  asper,  Richardson,  Fauna  Bor.-Amer.,  Fish.,  295,  1836,  Columbia  River  at  Fort 
Vancouver.  (Coll.  Dr.  Gairdner.) 

Trachidermis  richardsoni,  Heckel,  Ann.  Wiener  Mus.  1840,  162,  Columbia  River;  after 
Richardson. 

Centriderinichthys  asper,  Richardson,  Voyage  Sulphur,  Ichth.,  74,  1845;  Gunther,  Cat., 
II,  170. 

Cotlopsis  asper,  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  x.  Fish.,  51, 1858. 

Uranidea  aspera,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  694, 1883. 


2315.  COTTUS  GULOSUS  (Girard). 

Head  3 ; depth  4i ; D.  VIII  or  IX,  19  to  21 ; A.  16  to  18 ; eye  5 to  6 in  head ; 
maxillary  2^;  pectoral  1^;  caudal  If.  Body  not  much  compressed,  the 
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caudal  peduncle  about  as  wide  as  length  of  snout,  head  broadly  rounded 
at  snout  as  viewed  from  above;  mouth  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  to 
the  posterior  margin  of  pupil;  bauds  of  palatine  teeth  variable  in  speci- 
mens from  different  localities,  varying  from  a moderate  band  to  a wide  one ; 
interorbital  equal  to  width  of  eye;  preopercular  spine  rather  sharp  and 
long.  Pectorals  reaching  to  front  of  anal;  ventrals  not  reaching  to  vent; 
dorsals  slightly  connected  at  base.  Skin  prickly  or  more  or  less  smooth, 
the  i^rickles,  when  developed,  small,  crowded,  and  flexible.  Vent  nearer 
base  of  caudal  than  tip  of  snout.  Color  grayish  olive,  mottled  with 
darker;  ventrals  light,  anal  light  or  slightly  dusky;  other  fins  crossed 
with  wavy  lines  of  light  and  dark.  Streams  of  the  Coast  Range  in 
California  south  to  Point  Concepcion,  very  common;  the  back  and  sides 
usually  closely  prickly  (pai'vus),  but  the  skin  often  wholly  or  partly  smooth 
(gulosus),  the  smooth  specimens  usually  with  axillary  prickles ; the  prickly 
form  more  common  coastwise,  the  other  perhaps  more  abundant  in  streams 
of  the  interior,  the  two  not  distinguishable  by  any  permanent  character. 
Here  described  from  specimens  from  San  Francisquito  Creek,  Santa  Clara 
County,  California,  3 to  7 inches  in  length,  {(jidosus,  big-mouthed.) 

Cottopsis  gulosus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1854, 129,  San  Mateo  Creek  * (Coll.  R. 
D.  Cutts.  Type,  No.  290,  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mu8.)  ; San  Joaquin  Rivev  (Coll.  Dr.  Heermaun, 
No.  291,  specimens  prickly  in  axils  only) ; Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  x,  Fish.,  53, 
1858. 

Cottopsis  parvus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1854,  54,  Monterey,  Presidio,  Fort 
Reading,  Petaluma;  prickly  specimens. 

Cottus  semiscabra  centropleura,  Eigenjiann  & Eigenmann,  West  Amer.  Scientist,  Vol. 
VI,  No.  49,  November,  1889,  149,  Allen  Springs,  Lake  Co.,  Cal.  (Coll.  D.  Cleveland) ; 
specimens  with  sides  prickly. 

Gentridermichthys  gulosus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  170. 

Uranidea  gulosa,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  695,  1883. 

231G.  COTTUS  EVEKMANNI,  Gilbert. 

Head  3,f  in  length;  depth  5;  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  2|  in  greatest 
depth.  D.  VII,  21 ; A.  18 ; P.  16 ; V.  1, 4.  Head  small,  depr(*ssed,  narrowing 
rapidly  forward,  the  snout  more  acutely  rounded  than  in  C.  punctuJatus. 
Mouth  with  distinct  lateral  cleft,  the  maxillary  reaching  a vertical 
immediately  in  advance  of  pupil,  2*  in  head.  Mandible  slightly  pro- 
truding. Teeth  in  narrow  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines,  the 
latter  very  weak,  apparently  concealed  in  art  beneath  the  skin.  Total 
interorbital  width  about  f diameter  of  eye,  shallowly  concave;  occipital 
area  flat  or  gently  convex.  Eye  small,  in  snout,  5 in  head.  Pores  on 
head  unusually  large,  the  most  conspicuous  occurring  on  suborbital  ring, 
along  mandible  and  preopcrcle,  and  in  a horizontal  line  above  opercle ; 
3 pores  form  a straight  transverse  line  behind  the  orbit;  a short  nasal 
tube ; upper  preopercular  spine  represented  by  a short  triangular  process, 
the  margin  of  the  bone  below  it  being  smoothly  rounded.  Spinous  dorsal 
short  and  comparatively  very  high,  the  longest  spine  slightly  more  than 


* The  young  individual  from  Upper  Pitt  River  (Coll.  Dr.  J.  S.  Newberry),  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Girard,  probably  belongs  to  Cottus  shasta. 
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f the  longest  soft  ray ; last  spine  higher  than  the  first  and  ahont  % the 
longest,  the  least  height  of  the  meml)rane  joining  last  spine  to  first  soft 
ray  exceeding  length  of  snout;  longest  ray  of  soft  dorsal  slightly  more 
than  ^ head ; all  the  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  fins  simple,  nnljranched ; 
caudal  long  and  narrow,  nearly  truncate  when  spread,  lengtli  of  head ; 
9 caudal  rays  are  branched  at  tip  for  ahont  \ length  of  rays.  The  pectoral 
readies  the  vertical  from  fourth  ray  of  soft  dorsal,  the  upper  ray  simple, 
the  next  6 or  7 forked,  the  remaining  rays  being  thickened  with  incised 
membranes ; ventrals  with  1 spine  and  4 rays,  not  reaching  vent.  If  in  head. 
Lateral  line  couspicnons  anteriorly,  running  high,  interrupted  under 
eleventh  or  twelfth  ray  of  soft  dorsal,  a mere  trace  visible  thence  to  base 
of  caudal.  Sides  of  body  thickly  covered  with  coarse  prickles,  the  head, 
the  breast,  belly,  and  a narrow  strip  along  base  of  anal  fin  naked.  Color 
light  brownish,  faintly  vermicnlated  with  darker,  with  traces  of  5 irregu- 
lar cross  bars  from  back,  and  a narrow  distinct  bar  at  base  of  caudal; 
pectorals,  dorsal,  and  caudal  cross-barred.  Characterized  by  the  long 
slender  body  entirely  covered  with  coarse  prickles,  the  short  spinous 
dorsal  very  liroadly  united  to  the  very  long  soft  dorsal,  the  long  anal  fin, 
tlie  incomplete  lateral  line,  the  very  large  pores  on  head,  the  branched 
pectoral  rays,  and  the  absence  of  any  distinctly  projecting  preopercular 
spine.  One  specimen,  2^  inches  long,  from  Lost  Eiver,  near  Klamath 
Falls,  Oregon.  (Named  for  Barton  Warren  Evermann.) 

Cottus  evennaimi,  Gilbert,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1897,  11,  with  figure,  Lost  River, 
Lostine,  Oregon.  (Type,  No.  48228.  Coll.  Gilbert,  Cramer,  and  Otaki.) 


2317.  COTTUS  RHOTHEUS,  Rosa  Smith. 

Head2|;  depth  4^.  D.  VII  or  VIII-16  or  17 ; A.  11  or  12;  lateral  line 
32  to  34;  eye  54  in  head; maxillary  2i;  iiectoral  If;  caudal  If.  Body 
rather  deep  at  shoulders,  tapering  into  a slender  caudal  peduncle;  head 
pointed,  somewhat  wedge-shaped;  mouth  large,  horizontal,  at  lower  pro- 
file of  head;  maxillary  reaching  to  posterior  margin  of  pupil;  palatine 
band  of  teeth  very  broad  and  long;  interorbital  concave,  about  as  wide 
as  eye,  preopercle  spine  sharp,  with  2 smaller  ones  below  it.  Pectorals 
reaching  to  front  of  anal;  ventrals  not  reaching  vent;  dorsals  scarcely 
connected;  lateral  line  complete.  Skin  of  head  smooth,  that  of  back  and 
sides  usually  rough,  with  short  coarse  prickles,  shorter  and  stiffer  than  in 
Cottus  asper.  Color  dark  gray,  spotted  and  mottled  with  blackish;  all 
tins,  except  ventrals,  mottled  with  blackish;  belly  white  in  the  smaller 
specimens,  dusky,  with  small  black  points,  in  the  larger  ones.  Columbia 
River  Basin,  generally  common;  a well  marked  species.  Here  described 
from  specimens  from  Hangman  Creek,  Tekoa,  Washington,  from  3 to  4 
inches  in  length. 

Concerning  this  species  Gilbert  & Evermann  remark:  ^^This  strongly 
marked  species  is  abundant  in  the  Spokane  region,  and  was  taken  at  the 
following  stations : Little  Spokane  River  at  Dart’s  Mill  near  Spokane,  and 
at  Chattaroy,  Washington;  Columbia  River  at  Colville,  Washington; 
Coeur  d’Alene  Lake  near  Cmur  d’Alene,  Idaho;  Clearwater  River  near 
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Lewiston,  Idaho;  Wall  a Walla  River  at  Wallula,  Oregon;  Hangman 
Creek  at  Tekoa,  Washington;  Natchess  River  at  North  Yakima,  Washing- 
ton; Newauknm  River  near  Chehalis,  Washington;  Snoqualmie  River  at 
Snoqualmie  Falls,  Washington.'^ 

The  salient  features  of  this  species  are:  (1)  the  pointed,  wedge-shaped 
profile  of  head,  as  viewed  from  above,  this  contrasting  strongly  with  the 
usually  broadly  rounded  contour  of  other  species;  (2)  the  wide  horizontal 
mouth,  (piite  at  lower  profile  of  head;  (3)  the  noticeably  concave  inter- 
orbital and  occipital  regions;  (4)  the  very  broad  and  long  palatine  band 
of  teeth;  (5)  the  rather  slender  body  and  the  extremely  slender  caudal 
peduncle,  the  latter  expanding  fan-like  at  base  of  caudal  fin;  (6)  the 
dorsals  usually  separate;  when  united,  at  extreme  base  only;  (7)  lateral 
line  complete;  (8)  sides  usually  well  invested  with  prickles,  which  are 
triangular  and  coarse,  and  less  closely  placed  than  in  aspcr.  They  are 
arranged  more  or  less  definitely  in  oblique  series.  There  is  considerable 
variation  in  the  completeness  of  the  investment,  and  in  one  specimen  from 
Chehalis  an  axillary  patch  only  is  present. 

The  specimens  from  Chattaroy  and  from  Snoqualmie  Falls  are  referred 
to  this  species  with  doubt  as  to  their  identity.  The  following  table  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  variation  in  number  of  fin  rays  found  in 
this  species : 


Locality. 

Spinous  D. 

SoftD. 

Anal. 

Pectoral. 

Lateral 

Yll. 

VIII. 

16 

17 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

line. 

Little  Spokane  River 

4 

6 I 

6 

4 

3 

T' 

1 

10 

32  to  34 

Natchess  Rivei' 

2 

2 

; 1 

1 ' 

2 

32  to  33 

Newaukum  River 

1 

1 

1 

’,1 

2 

Walla  Walla  River 

1 

2 

1 

1 

o 

3 

Colville  River 

1 

1 1 

1 . 

1 

Tekoa 

! 1 

I 5 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 



1 

Cocur  d’Alene 

1 

,4 

1 

3 

5 

T.fiwiat.OTi  _ 

1 

1 

1 

’ 1 

(/ydOoj,  poQid<;,  rushing  of  th(i  torrent.) 

Coitus  rhotheus,'RoSA  Smith  (Mrs.  Eigenmann),  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  347,  Spokane 
Falls,  Washington.  (Type,  No.  30737.) 

Uranidearhothea,  3 onDMa  & Gilbert,  SjTiopsis,  953,  1883. 

2318.  COTTUS  SHASTA,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Head  3 to  3^;  depth  4^.  D.  VIII  or  IX,  17  or  18;  A.  13  to  15;  eye  nearly 
5 in  head;  maxillary  24;  third  or  fourth  dorsal  spine  3f ; highest  soft  ray 
about  2;  pectoral  l-jV;  caudal  1:^.  Body  not  much  comiiressed;  caudal 
peduncle  rather  wide,  about  equal  to  snout;  mouth  rather  large,  the  max- 
illary reaching  to  posterior  margin  of  pupil;  teeth  in  a moderate  band  on 
jaws  and  vomer,  in  an  exceedingly  narrow  band  on  front  of  palatines; 
interorbital  space  not  much  over  ^ eye ; upper  preopercular  spine  short, 
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not  mucli  hooked  uii  and  not  very  sharp,  a shallow  concave  space  between 
it  and  the  second,  scarcely  a notch;  the  second  small  and  sharp,  the  third 
hnt  slightly  developed ; pectoral  reaching  to  helow  the  fourth  ray  of  soft 
dorsal;  ventral  not  reaching  the  vent;  dorsals  scarcely  connected,  the 
soft  dorsal  high,  the  highest  rays  equal  to  eye  and  snout;  vent  slightly 
nearer  tail  than  tip  of  snout.  Skin  smooth,  except  a few  scattered  prickles 
under  pectorals.  Color  very  dark  hrown  or  blackish;  sides  mottled;  top 
of  head  uniform  blackish ; all  the  fins  more  or  less  mottled,  ventrals  white 
or  dusky.  The  following  is  the  fin  formula  of  4 specimens : Dorsal,  IX,  17 ; 
VIII,  18;  IX,  17;  IX,  18.  Anal,  14;  15;  15;  13.  Upper  Sacramento  Basin 
about  Mount  Shasta.  Here  described  from  4 specimens  from  McCloud 
River,  at  Baird,  Shasta  County,  California,  about  4 inches  in  length.  The 
species  is  very  close  to  Coitus  scmiscaher,  but  it  has  a longer  anal,  which  in 
turn  is  shorter  than  in  Coitus  gulosus,  (Named  for  Mount  Shasta.) 

Coitus  shasta,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896, 224,  McCloud  River,  at  Baird, 
California.  (Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.  Type,  Xo.  4196,  L.  S.  Jr.  Uuiv.  Mas.) 

2319.  COTTUS  PUACTULATUS  (Gill). 

Head  3;  depth  4|.  D.  VII  or  YHI,  17  or  18;  A.  11  or  12;  eye  6 in  head; 
maxillary  If;  third  dorsal  spine  3;  highest  ray  of  soft  dorsal  2f;  highest 
anal  ray  2f;  pectoral  If ; ventral  If;  caudal  If.  Body  tapering  into  a 
slender  caudal  peduncle  which  is  not  much  wider  than  eye ; teeth  in  wide 
bands  on  jaws,  vomers,  and  palatines;  interorbital  space  rather  wide, 
about  equal  to  eye;  maxillary  reaching  to  posterior  margin  of  eye;  pre- 
opercular  spine  rather  sharp;  vent  slightly  nearer  tail  than  tip  of  snout. 
Pectoral  reaching  to  below  base  of  fourth  ray  of  soft  dorsal;  ventrals  not 
reaching  vent;  dorsals  scarcely  connected,  the  soft  dorsal  extending  far- 
ther back  than  anal;  skin  in  these  specimens  entirely  smooth.  Color  oli- 
vaceous, everywhere  puuctulate  with  black  spots,  more  conspicuous  on 
top  of  head;  tip  of  snout  and  lower  jaw  dark,  dusky  with  dark  points 
under  lower  jaw;  dorsals,  pectorals,  and  caudal  with  wavy  streaks  and 
series  of  spots;  anal  and  ventrals  white,  anal  sometimes  dusky;  4 or  5 
dark  blotches  on  back  indicating  cross  bars;  a dark  bar  at  base  of  caudal. 
Length  4 or  5 inches.  Headwaters  of  Green  River,  Wyoming.  Here 
described  from  many  specimens  from  Green  River,  Wyoming,  collected  by 
Evermann  & Rutter.  This  species  will  prove  to  be  a local  or  desert  vari- 
ation of  the  widely  distributed  Coitus  semiscaher,  from  which  it  differs 
only  in  the  slender  caudal  peduncle  and  the  speckled  coloration.  The 
name  punctulatus  has  priority  over  semiscdber,  if  the  forms  are  to  be  united, 
but  in  this  case  it  would  hardly  be  worth  while  to  separate  either  from 
Coitus  ictalops. 

Gilbert  & Evermann  refer  to  the  specimens  here  described  as — 

Numerous  specimens  from  Green  River,  Wyoming.  Comparing  these 
with  typical  semiscaher  from  the  vicinity  of  Pocatello,  Idaho,  we  can  appre- 
ciate no  difference  whatever,  except  in  the  matter  of  armature.  None  of 
our  Green  River  specimens  shows  any  prickles  whatever.  About  half  the 
Pocatello  specimens  are  also  naked  and  are  indistinguishable  from  typical 
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irnnctulatus;  in  the  others  more  or  less  prickles  are  developed,  varying  from 
a few  in  axil  of  pectorals  to  a hand  covering  more  than  4-  of  the  sides. 
As  this  is  not  an  nnnsnal  amount  of  variation,  we  do  not  consider  Coitus 
semiscaber  worthy  of  recognition.  Tbe  relations  of  Coitus  punctulatus  with 
the  eastern  species  have  not  been  carefully  worked  out,  and  it  seems  best 
to  recognize  it  for  the  present  as  distinct.  Specimens  from  Green  River, 
Wyoming,  and  from  Mink  Creek,  Ross  Fork,  and  Port  Neuf  River,  Poca- 
tello, Idaho.  The  collection  contains  also  2 specimens  from  Thompson 
Falls  and  3 from  Flathead  Lake,  which  seem  to  be  this  species.  By  the 
Fort  Hall  Indians  this  fish  is  called  aliwe,  a word  meaning  horns. 

{punctulatus,  speckled.) 

Potamocottus  punctulatus,  Gill,  Proc.  Bos.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.  1861,  40,  Bridgers  Pass,  Wyo- 
ming (Coll.  Capt.  Simpson) ; Gill,  Ichth.  Capt.  Simpson  Expl.,  402, 1876,  with  plate. 
Cottus  punctulatus,  Gilbert  & Evermann,  Bull.  IT.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1894,  202. 

Uranidea  px(,nctulata,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  697,  1883. 

2320.  COTTUS  SEMISCABER  (Cope). 

(Rocky  Mountain  Bullhead.) 

Head  3;  depth  4|;  D.  VlII-17  or  18;  A.  12  or  13;  eye  5 in  head;  maxil- 
lary 24;  third  dorsal  spine  4 in  head;  highest  dorsal  rays  2t;  pectoral  14; 
ventral  nearly  2 ; caudal  If.  Body  not  much  compressed,  caudal  peduncle 
wide,  equal  to  length  of  snout;  head  broad  and  rounded  anteriorly  as 
viewed  from  above;  mouth  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  about  to  jmste- 
rior  margin  of  eye;  band  of  teeth  broad  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  the  palatines; 
interorbital  si)ace  (bone  only)  narrow,  not  over  1 eye;  preopercular  spines 
rather  stout  and  hlunt.  Pectorals  reaching  to  front  of  anal ; dorsals  not 
connected,  scarcely  meeting  in  some  specimens;  ventrals  not  reaching  to 
vent;  last  rays  of  soft  dorsal  reaching  almost  to  base  of  caudal,  highest 
dorsal  rays  equal  snout  and  4 vent  much  nearer  tail  than  tip  of 

snout.  Color  slaty  gray  in  spirits,  with  mottlings  on  sides  which  form 
inconspicuous  cross  bars;  pectorals,  dorsals,  and  caudal,  with  wavy  cross 
lines;  ventrals  and  anal  white  or  sometimes  dusky  and  mottled;  a dark 
spot  on  spinous  dorsal  posteriorly,  fin  edged  with  white.  Rocky  Mountain 
region,  in  clear  streams  on  both  slopes.  Abundant  in  Colorado,  northern 
New  Mexico,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  eastern  Washington,  and 
Oregon.  Found  in  the  upper  basins  of  the  Fraser,  Columbia,  Missouri, 
Colorado,  Platte,  Arkansas,  and  Lake  Bonneville,  its  eastern  and  northern 
limits  not  well  ascertained.  It  is  subject  to  very  great  variations  in  color, 
size,  and  roughness  of  skin.  Most  specimens  are  smooth,  or  rough  only  in 
the  axil.  Some,  especially  from  southern  Idaho  and  Provo  River,  Utah, 
are  quite  rough,  some  of  them  as  rough  as  Coitus  asper  or  Cottus  rhotheus. 
These  rough  specimens  differ  in  no  other  respect  from  smooth  ones  from 
the  same  localities.  The  specimens  here  especially  described  are  from 
Eagle  River  at  Gypsum,  Colorado,  the  largest  44  inches  in  length. 

Rough  specimens  from  Provo  are  thus  described  by  Jordan  & Gilbert 
(Synopsis,  695) : Head  34;  depth  4^.  1).  VII,  18;  A.  14;  V.  1,4;  eye  44  in 

head.  Form  of  Cottus  asper,  but  slender.  Skin  of  top  of  head  and  entire 
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body,  except  lower  part  of  caudal  peduncle,  thickly  covered  with  slender 
jiapillie ; those  of  anterior  and  upper  parts  of  body  each  tipped  with  a 
spine,  many  of  those  on  head  with  median  pores;  top  of  head  with  a me- 
dian lengthwise  depression.  Head  narrowed  anteriorly,  the  maxillary 
extending  to  beyond  pupil ; opercular  and  preopercular  spines  as  in  Coitus 
as2)ev,  lateral  line  not  complete;  si)inou8  dorsal  low;  soft  dorsal  and  anal 
high;  caudal  long;  pectorals  about  reaching  anal;  ventrals  rather  broad, 
reaching  about  halfway  to  anal.  Olivaceous,  barred  and  spotted  as  in 
other  species;  fins  mottled;  spinous  dorsal  pale  at  base  and  tip,  with  a 
median  broad  black  band;  2 dark  blotches  at  base  of  caudal.  Length 
4 inches.  The  specimens  here  described  from  Provo  River  at  Provo,  where 
it  is  associated  with  the  smooth  form  called  u'lieeleri,  which  differs  only 
in  its  smooth  skin.  In  specimens  from  the  Yellowstone  Park  the  band 
of  palatine  teeth  is  very  broad;  there  are  no  i>rickles  on  the  skin. 
The  head  is  34  in  length  and  the  rays  are  D.  YII,  17 ; A.  13;  V.  I,  4.  Com- 
paring these  (Gil)bon  River,  Wyoming)  with  sx)ecimens  of  Coitus  ictalops, 
from  Mammoth  Spring,  Arkansas,  the  differences  seem  well  marked.  Coi- 
tus semiscaher  has  the  head  blunter,  lower,  and  more  rounded,  the  cheeks 
more  tumid  and  the  top  of  the  head  without  median  longitudinal  depression. 
Coitus  ictalops  has  the  axil  prickly,  the  outline  of  the  head  angular,  the 
top  of  the  head  with  a median  longitudinal  depression  from  snout  to  nape, 
and  the  body  has  broad  distinct  black  cross  bars.  These  2 forms  seem 
like  distinct  species,  but  other  specimens  are  intermediate ; specimens  from 
Torch  Lake,  Michigan,  agree  with  semiscaher  in  color,  and  are  intermediate 
in  form ; specimens  from  White  River,  Indiana,  are  colored  like  ictalops,  but 
are  intermediate  in  form.  Apparently  semiscaher  should  be  recognized  as 
a species,  but  its  range  and  distinctive  characters  are  yet  to  be  made  out 
in  detail,  {semiscaher,  half  rough.) 

Cottopsis  semiscaher,*  Cope,  Hayden  Survey  of  Montana,  476, 1871  (1872),  Fort  Hall,  Idaho- 
Jordan  & Gii^ert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1880,  459;  Jordan,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm. 
1889,  53. 

Vranidea  semiscabra,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  695, 1883. 

JJranidea  vheeleri,  Cope,  Proc.  Amer.  Phil.  Soc.  Phila.  1874, 138,  Bear  River,  Utah.  (Coll. 
Lieut.  G.  M.  Wheeler.) 

JJranidea  vheeleri,  Cope  & Yarrow,  Zool. Wheeler’s  Expl.W.  100th  mer.,  v,  696,  pi.  32,  figs, 
3,  3a,  31),  1876  j Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  697. 

Cottus  bairdi  punctulatus,  Jordan,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1889,  29, 36, 53 ; with  plate. 

2321.  COTTUS  ICTALOPS  (Rafinesque). 

(Miller’s  Thumb;  Blob;  Muffle-.jaw;  Bullhead,-  Springfish.) 

Head  3^;  depth  4 to  6.  D.  VI  to  VIII,  16  or  17;  A.  about  12;  V.  I,  4. 
Body  slender  or  stout,  tapering  regularly  backward  to  the  tail;  vertex 


* Cottopsis  semiscaher  is  thus  described  by  Professor  Cope : 

“ Kadii.  D.  YII,  18;  A.  13;  Y.  I,  4;  first  fay  of  anal  below  third  of  second  dorsal.  Skin 
prickly  above  the  lateral  line,  smooth  below  it  posteriorly.  Body  compressed,  profile 
rising' rather  steeply  to  the  basis  of  first  dorsal  fin.  Eye  4.5  times  in  head,  .75  time  in 
interorbital  space.  Muzzle  contracted,  maxillary  bone  reaching  to  below  middle  of  pupil. 
Two  spines  on  preoperculum ; 1 on  inferior  angle  of  operculum.  Lateral  line  discontinued 
on  last  fourth  of  caudal  peduncle.  Head  4 length,  without  caudal  fin.  Below  yellow; 
dorsal  line  with  a series  of  dark  spots;  sides  with  large  dark  clouds.  Three  specimens 
from  Fort  Hall,  Idaho.”  (Cope.) 


Jordan  and  Evermann, — Fishes  of  North  America.  1951 


somewhat  depressed ; iiiterocular  space  with  a groove ; preopercle  with  a 
short,  sharp  spine,  little  hooked,  directed  backward  and  upward,  mostly 
covered  by  the  skin ; below  this  are  2 smaller  concealed  opines ; subopercJe 
with  a stoutish  spine,  directed  forward.  Skin  smooth,  except  the  region 
immediately  behind  the  pectorals,  which  is  beset  with  very  small,  sharp 
prickles,  which  are  sometimes  obsolete;  lateral  line  conspicuous,  continu- 
ous, or  interrupted  behind ; first  dorsal  low  and  feeble ; pectoral  fins  large, 
their  length  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  head,  their  tips  usually  reaching 
l)eyond  the  origin  of  the  soft  dorsal;  ventral  fins  moderate;  isthmus  very 
broad,  the  gill  membranes  not  forming  a fold  across  it.  Olivaceous,  more 
or  less  barred  and  speckled  with  darker;  fins  mostly  barred  or  mottled. 
Length  3 to  7 inches.  Middle  and  Northern  States,  abounding  in  all  clear, 
rocky  brooks  and  lakes  east  of  the  Dakotas  and  Kansas  to  New  York  and 
Virginia,  extending  southward  along  the  Alleghanies  to  North  Carolina  and 
northern  Alabama,  especially  abundant  in  limestone  springs  and  entering 
caves.  Extremely  variable ; very  destructive  to  eggs  of  trout.  (Ictalurus, 
the  catfish;  daip  eye;  ^Hhe  name  means  cat’s  eye;  eyes  like  those  of  the 
catfishes  with  oblong  eyes.”  Rafinesque.) 

Note.— As  here  understood,  Coitus  ictalops  is  a widespread  and  abundant  species,  vary- 
ing in  different  regions,  as  is  the  case  with  most  nonmigratory  sx)ecies.  In  this,  as  in 
otliers  of  similar  range,  the  inhabitants  of  each  stream  may  show  local  peculiarities.  A 
number  of  these  forms  have  received  from  Dr.  Girard  specific  names,  which  are  accom- 
panied by  detailed  descri[)tions.  Large  collections  of  the.se  fishes  show  that  numerous 
similar  “species”  still  exist  undescribed,  as  it  is  a rare  thing  to  find  a specimen  which 
exactly  agrees  in  all  respects  with  any  of  the  species  in  Dr.  Girard’s  “Monograph  of  the 
Fresh-Water  Cottoids.”  In  this  work  the  figures  and  long  descriptions  give  characters 
of  individuals,  not  of  species. 

Pegedictis  ictalops  * Rafinesque,  Ichth.  Ohiensis,  85, 1820,  spring  near  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky. 

Coitus  richardsoni,\  Aoassiz,  Lake  Superior,  300,  1850,  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior 
(Coll.  Louis  Agassiz  and  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson);  Girard,  Monograph  Fresh-Water 
Cottoids  N.  A.,  39;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  158;  not  Trachidermis  richardsoni,  Heckel. 
Coitus  bairdii,*  Girard,  Proc.  Amer.  Assoc.  Adv.Sci.,ii,  1850,  410,  and  Monograph  Cottoids, 
44,  with  plate,  Mahoning  River,  Poland,  Ohio.  (Coll.  S.  F.  Baird.) 

OoftRS  meridionah«,§  Girard,  Proc.  Amer.  Assoc.  Adv.  Sci.,  ii,  1850,  410,  and  Girard, 
Monograph  Cottoids,  47,  James  River,  Virginia.  (Coll.  S.  F.  Baird.) 


* In  spite  of  the  errors  in  description,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Rafinesque’s  “ cat’s 
eye  Springfish,”  Pegedictis  ictalops,  is  the  pre.sent  species;  the  dor.sal  rays  are  counted 
wrongly,  and  the  scales  are  said  to  be  small.  Nevertheless,  “in  the  distorted  perspective 
of  his  mental  vision”  Rafinesque  could  have  had  nothing  else.  In  other  words,  his 
description  was  drawn  up  hastily  and  in  part  from  memor5u 
t The  form  called  Cottus  richardsoni,  Agassiz,  is  rather  slender,  with  the  vent  rather 
more  posterior  than  usual,  placed  midway  between  the  snout  and  the  tip  of  the  caudal; 
in  the  others  it  is  nearly  midway  between  the  snout  and  the  middle  of  the  caudal.  Lake 
Superior.  A specimen  taken  by  Dr.  Jordan  in  Lake  Superior  at  Marquette,  Michigan, 
agrees  with  Cottus  ictalops  from  southern  Missouri.  It  is  a little  more  slender,  the  color 
a little  darker  and  less  definite,  the  cross  bars  fainter,  the  dark  punctulations  more 
con.spicuous.  The  vent  has  the  usual  position,  although  Dr.  Girard  figures  the  vent  in 
his  Lake  Superior  specimens,  types  of  Cottus  nchardsoni,  as  farther  back  than  in  Cottus 
ictalops.  In  his  figure  of  Cottus  richardsoni  the  vent  is  a shade  nearer  base  of  caudal 
than  ])osterior  margin  of  eye.  In  all  specimens  we  have  seen  it  is  nearly  midway  between 
nostril  and  caudal.  D.  VIII,  18 ; A.  12,  in  the  specimen  from  Marquette. 

t The  form  called  Cottus  bairdi,  Girard,  is  small  and  slender,  with  the  spinous  dorsal 
very  low,  and  the  palatine  teeth  less  developed  than  in  the  other  forms.  Cayuga  Lake, 
New  York,  to  Ohio. 

5 Cottus  meridionalis,  Girard,  is  rather  robust,  with  the  dorsal  fins  scarcely  connected, 
and  the  mouth  larger,  the  maxillary  extending  to  opposite  posterior  bonier  of  eye;  the 
preopercular  spine  is  sharp  and  directed  well  upward.  Pennsylvania  to  North  Carolina, 
along  the  Alleghanies ; abundant. 
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Cottus  wilsoni,* * * §  Girard,  Monograph  Cottoids,  42, 1851,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  (Coll. 
Jacob  Green.) 

Cottus  alvordii,^  Girard,  Monograph  Cottoids,  46,  1851,  Fort  Gratiot,  Lake  Huron. 
(Coll.  Major  Benj.  Alvord.) 

Potamocottus  zopherus,^  Jordan,  Ann.  Lyc,  Nat.  Hist.  N.  Y,  1876,  320,  Etowah  River  and 
tributaries,  Rome,  Georgia.  (Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

TTranidea  richardsoni.  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  696, 1883. 

TJranidea  richardsoni,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  696,  1883;  hut  the  name  richardsoni 
is  preoccupied  in  Cottus. 

Cottus  bairdii,  Jordan,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1889,  29. 

Potamocottus  carolince,^  Gill,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.  1861, 40,  Carolina;  GilX,  in  Simp- 
son Kept.  Ichth.  Utah,  403,  1877. 


Subgenus  TAURIDEA,  Jordan  Sc  Rice, 

2322.  COTTUS  RICEI,  Nelson. 

Head  3|;  depth  5^-.  First  dorsal  VIII,  second  dorsal  and  anal  destroyed; 
V.  I,  4;  P.  15.  Eye4i,  l^in  interorhital  space  and  equalling  snout.  Body 
short  and  stout^  abruptly  contracted  opposite  base  of  anal.  Head  much 
depressed,  very  broad  and  flat,  broader  than  body,  breadth  greater  than 
length;  depth  length.  Palatine  teeth  present.  Tail  very  small,  sub- 
terete.  Outline  tadpole-like.  Jatvs  about  equal;  month  rather  narrow ; 
jaws  contracted  and  somewhat  produced.  Eyes  on  upper  surface  near 
together.  Preopercular  spine  extremly  large,  3 times  as  large  as  in  any 
other  fresh-water  Cottoid  known,  as  long  as  eye,  hooked  backward  and 
upward,  giving  a bulfalo-like  appearance.  Three  spines  hooked  down- 
ward below  the  larger  sjiine;  the  lower  concealed;  a strong  spine  hooked 
forward  at  base  of  opercles.  Branchiostegals  6.  Isthmus  as  wide  as  from 
suout  to  middle  of  orbit.  Base  of  pectorals  crescentic,  their  tips  just  short 
of  anal;  rays  all  simple;  ventrals  reaching  f distance  to  vent.  Profile 
rising  rapidly  to  dorsal,  which  runs  along  a sort  of  carina.  Dorsal  begin- 
ning a trifle  behind  ventrals,  just  behind  head,  about  midway  between 
snout  and  anal.  Vent  midway  between  suout  and  base  of  caudal.  Depth 
at  first  ray  of  anal  less  than  length  of  head,  thickening  at  same  point 
over  Head  smooth.  Space  above  lateral  line  behind  head  covered 
with  small  stiff  prickles  hooked  backward,  readily  visible  as  small  black 
specks  when  skin  is  dry.  Color  pale  brown,  irregularly  spotted  and  mot- 
tled with  darker  brown  somewhat  as  in  Lota;  pectorals  mottled;  belly 
white ; sjiines  spirally  curved,  forming  ^ a spiral.  The  most  peculiar  char- 
acters are  the  strong  spines  of  the  preopercle  and  the  smaller  ones  below, 

* Coitus  vnlsoni,  Girard,  is  rather  stouter,  with  stronger  palatine  teeth,  and  with  some 
of  the  uppermost  of  the  pectoral  rays  bifurcate,  these  being  entire  in  the  others. 
Ohio  Yalley,  Bennsylvania,  and  Indiana. 

t Cottus  alvordi,  Girard,  is  short  and  chubby,  with  the  first  dorsal  rather  high,  and 
joined  by  membrane  to  second  more  than  in  the  other  forms.  Common  in  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan. 

I Cottus  zopherus,  Jordan,  is  slender  and  very  dark  in  color,  and  more  conspicuously 
variegated;  the  first  dorsal  high;  the  palatine  Iteeth  well  developed;  probably  worthj' 
of  varietal  recognition.  Alabama  Basin. 

§ Cottus  carolince.  Gill,  is  a very  large  form,  rather  robust,  reaching  a length  of  nearly 
6 inches,  without  axillary  prickles,  and  Avith  the  palatine  teeth  well  developed.  The 
lateral  line,  as  in  the  otlier  forms,  is  .sometimes  continuous  and  sometimes  interrupted. 
It  abounds  iu  the  liiuestoue  region  from  Indiana  to  Tennessee,  and  is  frequently  found 
in  caves. 
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tlie  carinated  hack  and  ahrnptly  contracted  body,  forming  tlio  suhterete 
caudal  peduncle.  The  prickles  of  the  skin  are  coarser  than  in  any  other 
species.  (Nelson.)  Length  of  type  2|-  inches.  Great  Lakes,  the  2 type 
specimens  from  Lake  Michigan,  near  Evanston,  Illinois,  in  rather  deep 
water;  remains  of  others  occur  among  Girard’s  types  of  TrUflopsia  thomp- 
soni  from  Lake  Ontario.  The  group  Tauridea,  of  which  this  species  is 
type,  may  he  worthy  of  generic  rank.  (Named  for  its  discoverer,  Mr.  F.  L. 
Rice,  then  a student  in  zoology  in  Northwestern  University  at  Evanston.) 

Gottus  ricei,  Nelson,  Bull.  Ills,  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  i.  No.  1, 40, 1876,  Lake  Michigan,  at 
Evanston  (Coll.  F.  L.  Rice). 

TTranidea  spilota,  Jordan  & GmBERT,  Synopsis,  694;  not  of  Cope. 

JJranidea  ricei,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  953. 


Subgenus  COTTUS. 

2323.  COTTUS  0\YCHUS,  Eigenraann  & Eigenmann. 

Head  3f ; depth  5^.  D.  VIII,  17;  A.  13;  V.  I,  4;  P.  13;  eye  1^  in  snout, 
4 in  interorhital,  5 in  head.  Teeth  on  vomer,  none  on  palatines.  Width 
of  head  equaling  its  length  to  end  of  preopercular  spine,  its  depth  2 in 
length.  Preopercle  with  an  upturned  claw-like  spine,  helow  which  are  2 
others,  much  smaller,  the  anterior  one  having  its  point  turned  downward 
and  forward.  Maxillary  not  reaching  orhit ; lateral  line  complete.  Sides 
above  lateral  line,  with  stiff  prickles  from  helow  first  spine  to  helow  last 
dorsal  ray;  prickles  helow  lateral  line  confined  to  the  abdominal  part  of 
the  sides.  Dorsal  connected  by  a low  membrane,  the  rays  much  higher  than 
the  spines,  34  in  head.  Pectoral  reaching  past  vent,  its  rays  not  branched. 
A dusky  spot  on  breast  just  behind  anterior  end  of  gill  slits;  ventral  sur- 
face including  the  ventrals  otherwise  plain;  anal  with  a few  dusky  specks 
on  its  rays;  other  fins  barred;  sides  and  upper  surfaces  olive  with  darker 
spots;  3 dark  bands  below  soft  dorsal;  a dark  band  just  in  front  of 
caudal.  Length  about  3|  inches.  Saskatchawan  Basin.  This  species  is 
evidently  closely  related  to  Coitus  poUicaris,  from  which  it  differs  chiefly 
in  having  many  prickles.  (Eigenmann.)  Not  seen  by  us  and  perhaps  not 
different  from  Coitus  poUicaris.  {ovvxoi,  clawed.) 

Coitus  onycJius,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  Am.  Nat.,  Nov.,  1892,  963,  Bow  River,  at  Cal- 
gary, a tributary  of  the  South  Saskatchawan,  Alberta  Territory.  (Coll.  C.  H. 
Eigenmann.) 

2324.  COTTUS  POLLICARIS  (Jordan  & Gilbert). 

Head  3?^  in  length  to  base  of  caudal;  depth  4f;  eye  54  in  head.  D. 
VII,  19;  A.  13;  V.  I,  4;  P.  17.  Lateral  line  complete.  Body  robust;  nape 
prominent,  the  profile  of  head  steeply  declined,  thence  to  tip  of  snout  in  a 
straight  or  slightly  concave  line;  head  much  depressed,  broad  and  flat 
above,  evenly  narrowed  forward  to  the  broad,  much  depressed,  bluntly 
rounded  snout ; eyes  small,  with  extensive  vertical  range,  their  diameter 
less  than  snout  or  the  flat  interorbital  width;  mouth  rather  small, 
anterior,  with  but  little  lateral  cleft,  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  front 
of  orbit;  teeth  villiform  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  palatines;  preoper- 
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cnlar  spine  large  and  strong,  spirally  curved  upward  and  inward,  wholly 
invested  with  membrane ; a single  sharp  concealed  spinous  point  below 
angle  of  preopercle;  isthmus  broad,  without  fold,  its  width  equaling  dis- 
tance from  snout  to  middle  of  pupil.  Spinous  dorsal  rather  low,  nearly 
uniform  in  height,  connected  with  second  dorsal  by  a low  membrane; 
longest  sjiine  equaling  length  of  snout;  soft  dorsal  long,  its  longest  ray 
2b  in  head;  origin  of  anal  fin  under  third  dorsal  ray,  its  last  ray  under 
sixteenth  of  dorsal ; highest  anal  ray  2^  in  head ; ventrals  I,  4,  reaching 
f distance  to  vent;  pector.al  rays  all  simple,  unbrauched,  the  longest 
reaching  vertical  from  vent,  and  contained  times  in  head.  Vent  equi- 
distant between  tip  of  snout  and  base  of  caudal  fin.  Skin  everywhere 
smooth.  Color  olivaceous  above,  little  punctulated,  lower  I of  sides  and 
whole  under  side  of  head  and  body  uniform  whitish  above,  head  and 
body  with  irregular  spots  and  blotches  of  black;  these  in  finer  pattern 
on  head,  and  not  forming  bands  on  back;  dorsals,  caudal,  and  pectorals 
with  black  spots  arranged  in  more  or  less  distinct  series;  anal,  ventrals, 
and  lower  rays  of  pectorals  translucent,  unmarked.  Lake  Michigan;  a 
single  specimen  4|  inches  in  length  taken  off  Eacine,  AVisconsin,  by  Dr. 
Philo  E.  Hoy.  {pollex,  the  thumb,  suggested  by  the  name.  Miller’s  Thumb.) 

Uranidea  pollicaris,  Joedan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miis.  1882,  222,  Lake  Michigan, 
off  Racine,  Wisconsin  (Type,  No.  29663.  Coll.  P.  11.  Hoy);  JORDAN  & GlI^EET, 
Synopsis,  951,  1883. 


2325.  COTTUS  t’OGNATUS,  Eicliardson. 

(Bear  Lake  Bullhead.) 

This  species  is  thus  described  by  Eichardson : The  Coitus  which  forms 
the  subject  of  this  article  was  taken  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  clear 
waters  of  Great  Bear  Lake  during  the  month  of  May,  at  which  period  it 
resorts  to  the  stony  shallows  to  spawn.  Specimens  which  we  sent  to 
Baron  Cuvier  were  returned  with  the  remark  that  they  belonged  to  a 
species  of  Coitus  and  were  “ties  semblables  aux  C.  gohio,”  and  they,  indeed, 
(‘orrespond  in  most  particulars  with  the  extended  description  of  the  latter 
in  the  Histoire  des  Poissons.  I have  since  compared  these  specimens 
minutely  with  an  English  gohio,  kindly  lent  to  me  by  Mr.  Yarrell,  and  the 
principal  diflerence  that  1 have  been  able  to  detect  in  the  American  fish 
is  the  greater  height  of  its  dorsal  and  anal  fins.  There  is  also  a dis- 
crepancy in  the  number  of  rays,  but  this  can  scarcely  be  accounted  a 
specific  distinction,  since  different  individuals  of  gohio  show  equally 
extensive  variations.  The  Bear  Lake  specimens  having  been  long  in 
spirits  have  lost  much  of  their  color,  but  the  following  particulars  may 
still  be  noted : In  Coitus  gohio  the  rays  of  the  pectorals  are  variegated  with 
rings  alternately  dark  and  light;  in  cognatus  the  color  is  almost  uniform, 
but  varies  in  intensity  in  different  individuals.  In  1 small  female  speci- 
men of  the  latter,  however,  there  is  a slight  indication  of  these  rings,  and 
its  body  likewise  is  marbled  in  a more  lively  manner  than  the  rest,  having 
a greater  resemblance  to  gohio.  The  males  are  darker  than  the  females  in 
the  American  as  well  as  the  European  species.  The  specimen  which  we 
have  described  in  detail  was  the  largest  we  obtained,  and  was  selected  for 
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descriiitioii  from  its  being  exactly  in  the  same  length  with  the  (jolno  with 
which  it  was  compared.  Great  Bear  Lake.  Length  4 inches.  (Richard- 
son.) Not  seen  hy  recent  natnralists,  prohahly  allied  to  Coitus  pollicaris. 
{cofjnatus,  related,  to  Coitus  gohio.) 

Coitus  cognatvs,  Richardson,  Fauna  Bor.-Amer.,  iii,  40,  1836,  Great  Bear  Lake  (Coll.  J. 

Richardson);  Girard,  Mon.  Cot.,  41 ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  157. 

Uranidea  cognata,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synop.sis,  953, 1883. 

2326.  COITUS  PEKPLEXUS,  Gilbert  A Evermann. 

Head  34;  depth  44.  D.  VII,  21;  A.  15;  P.  16;  V.  I,  4;  eye  4;  snout  4; 
inteiorbital  width  5^.  Least  depth  of  caudal  pednnele  greater  than 
snont,  3f  in  head;  interorbital  space  rather  broad,  about  1^  in  eye. 
Body  deeper  and  more  compressed  than  in  any  other  species  known  to  ns, 
this  being  especially  noticeable  posteriorly;  caudal  pednnele  very  short 
and  deep,  and  entirely  overlapped  hy  posterior  dorsal  rays  which  extend 
beyond  base  of  caudal  fin.  Length  of  caudal  pednnele  from  base  of  last 
dorsal  ray  about  f depth  of  same;  depth  of  body  at  origin  of  anal  fin  f 
length  of  head.  Interorbital  space  slightly  concave;  occiput  flat  or 
transversely  convex.  Month  oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  vertical 
from  posterior  margin  of  pupil,  2^  in  head.  Teeth  in  a very  narrow 
crescentic  band  on  vomer,  none  on  palatines.  Upper  preopercular  spine 
short  and  broad,  curved  or  simply  direct(‘d  upward;  below  this  are  2 
stont,  hlnnt  spines  directed  downward.  Body  entirely  naked,  lateral  line 
incomplete,  not  reaching  end  of  soft  dorsal.  Spinous  dorsal  low,  the 
longest  spines  not  greater  than  length  of  snont;  soft  fins  all  high,  the 
fifteenth  dorsal  ray  equaling  snont  and  eye;  a broad  memlirane  always 
connecting  the  2 dorsals,  the  notch  incqnspicnons ; last  rays  of  anal,  as 
well  as  dorsal,  extending  beyond  base  of  caudal;  first  anal  ray  under 
third  ray  of  soft  dorsal ; ventral  spine  and  rays  slender  and  weak.  Anns 
midway  between  base  of  caudal  fin  and  front  of  eye.  Color  in  alcohol, 
back  and  sides  with  vermicnlations  of  light  and  dark,  the  hack  with  5 or 
6 ill-defined  black  cross  bars,  which  nsnally  reach  the  lateral  line;  the 
nsnal  black  bar  at  base  of  caudal,  emarginate  posteriorly ; below  the  lateral 
line  a number  of  small,  quadrate  dark  blotches,  arranged  in  2 irregular 
series;  lower  part  unmarked,  except  with  fine  dark  pnnctnlations;  dor- 
sal, pectoral,  and  caudal  fins  cross-barred  with  dark ; anal  and  veutrals 
with  numerous  small  dark  specks.  Length  about  3f  inches.  Shooknm- 
chuck  and  Newaukum  rivers,  near  Chehalis,  in  western  ’Washington. 
(Gilbert  & Evermann.)  {perplexus,  perplexed.) 

Coitus  perplexus,  Gilbert  & Evermann,  Bull.  IT,  S.  Fish  Comm.  1894,  202,  pi.  20.  (T3rpe, 
No.  45387,  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus. ; Cotypes,  Nos.  1324  to  1343,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) ; Shookum- 
chuck  River,  near  Chehalis,  Washington  (No.  45388,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.),  and  Newau- 
kum River,  near  Chehalis.  (Coll.  Gilbert  & Jeukins.) 

2327.  COITUS  KLAMATHE\SIS,  Gilbert. 

Head  to  3F  length ; depth3  to  4^.  D.  VII,  19 ; A.  14 ; P.  15 ; V. 
1, 4.  Body  heavy  and  deep,  the  head  narrowed  and  wedge-shaped  anteri- 
orly, the  snout  rather  acute  and  the  mouth  with  much  lateral  cleft.  Max- 
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illary  broadly  exf)oscd,  its  tip  reaching  vertical  from  behind  front  of  pupil, 
its  length  2|  or  in  head.  Broad  bands  of  teeth  on  ja^vs  and  vomer; 
palatines  toothless.  Anterior  nostril  with  a distinct  tube.  Eye  of 
moderate  size,  If  in  snout,  4|  to  5 in  head.  Interorbital  space  and 
occiput  gently  concave  in  adults,  the  total  interorbital  width  1^  to  If 
in  orbit,  the  bony  septum  narrower.  Upper  preopercnlar  spine  robust, 
straight,  directed  backward,  or  backward  and  slightly  upward;  below 
this  the  margin  of  the  bone  is  without  evident  spines,  but  bears  1 or  2 
slight  prominences  which  may  be  rounded  or  acute ; anterior  angle  of 
the  subopercle  with  a short  spine  directed  forward ; opercle  ending  in 
a short  flat  spine.  Head  with  large  pores,  2 pairs  above  front  of  orbit, 
those  of  the  posterior  pair  nearest  together;  distant  from  these,  a single 
median  pore  on  the  posterior  portion  of  interorbital  space,  from  which 
diverge  2 lines  of  pores  around  the  back  of  the  orbits;  spinous  dorsal 
short  and  low,  the  longest  spine  Tisually  less  than  | the  longest  soft  ray ; 
the  2 fins  very  broadly  joined;  distance  from  base  of  last  dorsal  ray  to 
base  of  caudal  slightly  less  than  depth  of  caudal  peduncle ; caudal  short 
and  broadly  rounded,  its  length  If  in  head ; pectorals  very  short,  usually 
not  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  anal.  If  in  head ; ventrals  large,  some- 
times reaching  vent  but  usually  shorter.  If  in  head;  caudal  with  9 (some- 
times 8 or  10)  forked  rays;  rays  of  other  fins  simple,  unbranched.  The 
variation  in  fin  rays  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


• 

Kumher 
of  speci- 
mens. 

Spinous 

dorsal. 

Soft  dorsal. 

Anal. 

Pectoral. 

YU 

YIII 

18 

19 

20 

13 

14 

il5 

14 

15 

Upper  Klamath  Lake 

21 

19 

2 

1 

18 

2 

16 

= 

3 

18 

Klamath  Kiver  below  lake . 

4 ’ 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

j 

4 

Lost  Kiver .......... 

7 

7 

3 

3| 

2 

4 

1 j 

2 

5 

Scott  Kiver 

1 

1 

1 ’ 

1 

...J 

1 

j 

i 

Skin  mostly  naked,  the  young  with  a narrowly  oblong  patch  of  prickles 
below  the  lateral  line  and  under  the  posterior  half  of  pectorals,  these  be- 
coming gradually  al)Sorbed  with  age,  adults  being  nearly  or  quite  naked. 
Lateral  line  very  incomplete,  the  last  pore  under  some  portion  of  the 
anterior  half  of  soft  dorsal  in  all  our  specimens  from  the  lake.  From  the 
last  pore,  a shallow  open  groove  or  trace  follows  the  course  of  the  obso- 
lete portion  of  the  canal.  In  4 specimens  from  Klamath  River  below  the 
falls,  and  in  1 collected  by  Mr.  R.  C.  McGregor  in  Scott  River,  Siskiyou 
County,  California  (a  tributary  of  Klamath  River),  the  lateral  line  is 
much  more  nearly  complete,  ending  under  the  last  fifth  of  soft  dorsal. 
Color  brownish  olive,  with  4 or  5 indistinct  dark  bars  downward  from 
back,  l)reaking  up  below  into  narrow  bars  which  may  unite  to  form 
V-shaped  markings,  or  often  into  mere  irregular  blotches;  a narrow  bar 
at  base  of  tail;  caudal  with  broad  dark  bars  alternating  with  much  nar- 
rower light  ones;  dorsal  and  anal  with  somewhat  narrower  oblique  bars; 
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pectorals  very  coiispiciiously  clieckered,  the  dark  and  liglit  spots  on  the 
rays  arranged  in  vertical  series.  A large,  strongly  marked  species,  very 
abundant  in  Upper  Klamath  Lake.  It  is  characterized  hy  its  sliort  spi- 
nous dorsal,  broadly  joined  to  the  long  soft  dorsal,  the  inihranched  pectoral 
rays,  the  very  incomplete  lateral  line,  the  weak  development  of  prickles, 
the  lack  of  palatine  teeth,  and  the  distinctive  coloration.  It  is  most 
nearly  related  to  C.  perpZcx.  Klamath  Lakes,  Oregon. 

Coitus  klainathensis,  Gilbert,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1897,  10,  figure,  Upper  Klamath 
Lake,  Oregon.  (Type,  No,  48226,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Gilbert,  Cramer,  and  Otaki.) 

2328.  t'OTTUS  ALEUTICUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  small,  3^  to  3^;  depth  5 to  D.  IX  or  X,  18  or  19;  A.  13  or  14; 
r.  13  to  15;  V.  I,  4;  C.  8 or  9 (forked  rays) ; 35  to  37  pores  in  lateral  line. 
In  appearance  resembling  Coitus  2)liilonips;  the  head  small,  its  width  hnt 
^ greater  than  its  depth ; the  body  low  and  hut  little  compressed,  the 
depth  at  shoulders  but  little  greater  than  the  width.  Caudal  peduncle 
moderate,  not  slender,  its  length  from  base  of  last  anal  ray  If  to  If  in 
head,  measured  from  last  dorsal  ray  hut  little  more  than  f as  long.  Depth 
of  caudal  peduncle  41,  to  4f  in  head.  Mouth  small,  variable,  maxillary 
reaching  vertical  from  front  or  middle  of  pujiil,  2f  to  3 in  head.  Vomerine 
patch  of  teeth  small,  the  palatines  toothless.  Preorbital  as  wide  as  eye, 
produced  anteriorly  into  a convex  lobe,  which  conceals  all  but  the  wid- 
ened tip  of  the  maxillary ; both  pairs  of  nostrils  opening  in  short  but 
evident  tubes,  a character  not  known  by  us  to  exist  in  other  species  of  the 
genus.  Eye  4f  to  4f  in  head;  interorbital  space  narrow,  the  least  width 
of  the  bone  slightly  less  than  f the  vertical  diameter  of  the  orbit  in  adults 
160  mm.  long,  much  narrower  in  younger  specimens.  In  this  respect  our 
specimens  difter  conspicuously  from  the  types  of  U.  microstoma,  in  which 
the  interorbital  width  is  said  to  equal  vertical  diameter  of  eye.  As  in 
Coitus  philouips  Ave  have  but  a single  preopercular  spine,  which  is  straight 
aud  directed  obliquely  upward;  preopercular  margin  below  the  spine 
evenly  rounded;  subopercular  spine  well  developed.  Lateral  line  com- 
idete,  following  outline  of  back  to  opposite  last  dorsal  ray,  where  it 
abruptly  declines  to  middle  of  caudal  peduncle.  Body  naked,  or  with  a 
narrow  band  of  jirickles  extending  from  uj^per  axil  of  pectorals  along 
under  side  of  lateral  line.  Dorsals  more  or  less  joined  at  base  in  all  our 
specimens,  but  varying  in  the  height  of  the  connecting  membrane,  which 
usually  joins  well  up  on  first  ray  of  soft  dorsal,  sometimes  at  its  extreme 
base.  The  spinous  dorsal  is  long,  with  9 spines  in  13  specimens  examined, 
10  spines  in  5 specimens.  The  first  2 spines  are  very  closely  approximated, 
and  spring  from  a single,  wide  interspinal ; the  first  spine  is  easily  over- 
looked, as  has  been  done  by  Gilbert  and  Evermann  (Investigations  in  the 
Columbia  River  Basin,  1894,  p.  54),  and  possibly  also  by  Lockington  in  his 
descTi-ption  of  Uramdea  microstoma.  Spinous  dorsal  low;  the  soft  dorsal 
higher,  the  longest  rays  equaling  length  of  snout  and  ^ eye;  the  last  rays 
when  depressed  not  quite  reaching  base  of  caudal.  Anal  fin  much  shorter 
than  soft  dorsal,  its  last  ray  under  the  fourth  or  fifth  before  the  last  ray 
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of  dorsal;  caudal  truncate,  slightly  rounded  when  spread,  its  length  to 
1|  in  bead,  its  rays  twice  forked;  pectorals  reaching  to  or  nearly  to  front 
of  anal;  ventrals  varying  in  length,  not  quite  reaching  vent  in  any  of  our 
specimens;  pectoral  rays  all  simple;  dorsal  and  anal  rays  all  simple, 
excej^t  the  last,  which  is  usually  divided  to  the  base  in  the  former,  and 
sometimes  divided  in  the  latter.  Head  and  body  mottled  or  spotted  above, 
uniformlj'^  light  brown,  the  darker  markings  on  back  often  arranged  as  6 
cross  bars,  of  Avhich  2 are  below  spinous  dorsal,  3 below  soft  dorsal, 
and  1 on  caudal  peduncle,  these  usually  broken  up  into  spots  or  reticula- 
tions, and  often  obscure,  sometimes  wanting;  usually  a light  bar  down- 
ward and  backward  from  eye ; rays  of  dorsals,  pectorals,  and  caudal  crossed 
Avith  series  of  dark  blotches ; ventrals  and  anal  light,  A^ery  obscurely  barred 
with  darker.  This  species  was  A^ery  abundant  in  the  small  streams  pass- 
ing through  the  village  of  Iliuliuk,  Unalaska,  living  both  in  the  upper, 
strictly  fresh- water  portion  of  the  stream,  and  in  the  lower,  more  or  less 
brackish  part.  A specimen  transferred  to  the  salt-water  aquarium  on  the 
Jlhatross  seemed  to  sufl’er  no  inconvenience  from  the  change  of  water,  and 
liA^ed  for  several  days.  This  is  probably  the  Vranidea  microstoma  of  Lock- 
ington,  based  on  specimens  collected  near  St.  Paul,  Kadiak,  and  consid- 
ered by  the  describer  to  be  identical  Avith  other  specimens  examined  by 
him  from  the  Aleutian  Islands.  Four  specimens  Avere  collected  by  us  May 
26,  1889,  in  a small  stream  entering  Departure  Bay,  Vancouver  Island. 
These  exhibit  perfectly  the  differences  separating  Coitus  aleuticus  from  its 
nearest  ally.  Coitus  })hilonips.  (Gilbert.) 

Uranidea  microstoma,  Lockinqton,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880, 58,  St.  Paul,  Kadiak  Island 
(Coll.  W.  J.  Fischer) ; not  Cottus  microstomus,  Heckel,  a European  species. 

Cottus  aleuticus,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  418,  streams  of  Unalaska; 
also  in  Departure  Bay,  Vancouver  Island.  (Coll.  C.  H.  Gilbert). 

2329.  COTTUS  MINUTUS,  PaUas. 

Head  31.  D.  VII,  18;  A.  13;  C.  13;  P.  14;  V.  2.  Head  large,  conic,  the 
upper  jaw  longer,  the  teeth  A^ery  slender;  eyes  small,  near  together;  pre- 
opercle  with  an  incurA^ed  spine  on  each  side,  its  lower  margin  subdentate; 
the  head  otherAvise  unarmed;  body  terete,  thick  anteriorly,  tapering 
behind;  the  lateral  line  unarmed.  Color  pale,  dotted  with  large  dusky, 
irregular  black  spots  on  the  back;  fins  all  variegated,  the  pectorals  trans- 
lucent, witli  rows  of  dusky  spots;  ventrals  white,  with  dusky  rings; 
second  dorsal  variegated;  anal  dotted  with  dusky,  caudal  with  dusky 
bauds;  body  smooth.  Island  of  Talek,  near  Tauisk,  Sea  of  Okhotsk; 
known  from  a dried  specimen  3 inches  long,  and  a drawing.  (Pallas.) 
Evidently  close  to  Cottus  aleuticus,  but  not  to  be  identified  without  new 
material  from  Siberia,  (minutus,  very  small.) 

Cottus  mimitus,  Pallas,  Zoogr.  Rosso- Asiat.,  iil,  145, 1811,  Talak  Island,  Sea  of  Okhotsk. 
(Coll.D.D.  Merk). 

2330.  COTTUS  BELDIXGII,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann. 

Head  2f  to  4 ; depth  4 to  5.  D.  VI  to  VIII,  15^  to  18 ; A.  11  to  13 ; V.  I,  4. 
Head  rather  short  and  broad,  the  profile  couA^ex,  more  steep  from  eye  for- 
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ward;  eye  large,  orbit  4 to  5 iu  head;  interorbital  coucave,  2 in  orbit; 
mouth  large,  maxillary  reaching  at  least  to  below  the  pupil,  about  2 in 
head.  Preopercle  with  a simple  backward-directed  spine,  very  slightly 
curved  upward.  Teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  palatines.  Skin 
smooth.  Pectorals  reaching  vent,  or  further  in  the  young;  ventrals  to 
2 in  head.  Distance  of  anal  from  caudal  in  its  distance  from  snout. 
Anus  nearer  insertion  of  caudal  than  to  end  of  snout.  Mottled  with 
black  and  white ; about  6 blackish  cross  bars  on  back,  the  first  across 
head  just  behind  eyes,  next  at  origin  of  dorsal;  first  dorsal  tinged  with 
rusty,  the  second  less  so;  all  the  fins  except  the  ventrals  spotted  with 
dark.  The  ground  color  varies  greatly  Avith  the  bottom  over  which  these 
fishes  Ih’e.  (Eigenmann.)  Streams  of  Columbia  River  Basin,  south  to 
Lake  Lahontan;  abundant  east  of  the  Cascades.  We  find  this  species 
abundant  in  shallow  water  in  Lake  Tahoe.  Except  by  the  stouter  body, 
we  are  unable  to  separate  it  from  Coitus  'philonips,  and  perhaps  Gilbert 
As  Evermann  are  right  in  identifying  it  with  the  latter.  We  refer  to 
Coitus  heldinyii  most  of  the  specimens  called  Coitus  philonips  by  Dr.  Gilbert 
and  Dr.  Evermann,  with  the  remark  that  the  name  Coitus  heldingii  is  in  any 
event  prior  to  Coitus  'pMlonips. 

Coitus  heldingii  is  a small-headed  form,  typically  with  perfectly  smooth 
skin  and  unarmed  palatines.  Like  most  other  species  of  the  genus  it 
occasionally  develops  a band  of  postaxillary  prickles,  Avhich  are  often 
accompanied  in  the  same  specimens  by  a small  patch  of  teeth  on  the 
palatine  bones.  The  head  is  less  strongly  armed  than  usual,  the  single 
preopercular  spine  being  short,  the  preopercular  margin  otherwise  wholly 
unarmed.  In  this  respect  C.  heldingii  differs  from  all  other  western 
species  of  Coitus,  except  the  Alaskan  form  above  mentioned.  The  dorsal 
varies  from  VII  or  Vlll,  16  to  18;  the  anal  from  12  to  14.  The  nostrils  are 
without  tubes,  and  the  i)reorbital  little  produced,  exposing  the  greater 
part  of  the  maxillary  in  closed  mouth.  Specimens  were  obtained  in  the 
Port  Neuf  River  near  Pocatello,  at  Snoqualmie  Falls,  and  in  a spring 
branch  emptying  into  the  South  Fork  of  the  Cauir  cPAlene  River,  near 
Wardner,  Idaho.  We  have  also  seen  sjmeimens  taken  from  Birch  Creek, 
in  western  Idaho,  by  Merriam  and  Bailey.  (Named  for  Lyman  Belding, 
of  Stockton,  California,  well  known  as  an  ornithologist.) 

Cottus  heldingii,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  Amer.  Nat.,  xxv,  1891,  1132,  Lake  Tahoe 
(Coll.  Lyruan  Belding  and  C.  H.  Eigenmann),  and  Donner  Lake  (Coll.  Eigenmann). 

2331.  COTTUS  PHILOXIPS,  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann. 

Head  34;  depth  6.  D.  IX-17 ; A.  13;  eye  4 in  head;  maxillary  2?  ; high- 
est dorsal  spine  3;  highest  soft  ray  2J;  pectoral  I;  caudal  1^.  Body  ex- 
tremely slender,  not  much  compressed ; caudal  peduncle  moderate.  Head 
small,  Avedge-shaped,  as  viewed  from  aboA'e;  from  the  side  the  upper  pro- 
file is  broadly  rounded  from  the  dorsal  to  the  tip  of  the  rather  sharp 
snout,  lower  profile  straight;  mouth  moderate,  the  maxillary  reaching  to 
middle  of  eye;  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  palatines  toothless;  interorbital 
space  equals  ^ eye;  eye  about  equal  to  length  of  snout;  jireopercle  with 
only  1 small  spine  above,  beloAv  which  its  edge  is  entire;  pectoral  reach- 
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iiig  front  of  anal  or  past;  dorsals  not  connected,  the  highest  spine  about 
the  highest  soft  dorsal  1^,  in  head;  ventrals  reaching  to  vent.  Color 
light  gray,  covered  with  many  spots  forming  reticulations  on  sides  and 
top  of  head;  ventrals  white,  other  fins  covered  by  wavy,  dark  bars;  dorsal 
entirely  dusky,  with  a narrow  white  edge;  belly  and  lower  parts  white. 
Fraser  Eiver  Basin.  Here  described  from  one  of  the  type  specimens,  3 
inches  in  length ; collected  at  Field,  British  Columbia,  in  Kicking  Horse 
Eiver,  by  Dr.  Eigenmann.  This  has  been  compared  with  many  specimens 
of  Coitus  heldingH  from  localities  in  Washington  and  Idaho  and  from  Lake 
Tahoe.  All  of  these  are  less  slender  than  the  types,  the  depth  being  4^  to 
5 inches  in  length,  but  they  do  not  differ  otherwise,  and  later  investiga- 
tions will  probably  show  the  entire  identity  of  Coitus ijhilonips  with  Coitus 
heldingii. 

This  name  {Coitus  phiJonips)  was  proposed  as  a substitute  for  Coitus 
minutus,  Pallas,  supposed  to  be  preoccupied,  and  Coitus  microstomus  (Lock- 
ington),  not  of  Heckel;  but  the  original  description  was  taken  from  a 
specimen  from  Kicking  Horse  Eiver.  The  first  mentioned  is  perfectly 
available,  but  was  applied  to  a specimen  from  the  island  of  Talek,  near 
Tauisk,  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea.  It  is  very  doubtful,  therefore,  whether  Coitus 
minutus  should  be  used  for  any  American  species  in  advance  of  comparison 
with  the  Siberian  form.  From  the  Aleutian  Island  species  (C.  microstomus 
Lockington,  C.  aleuticus  Gilbert),  C.  pMlonips  differs  in  many  important 
respects,  and  is  undoubtedly  distinct.  Thus  the  Alaskan  form  has  the 
posterior  nostrils  in  short,  but  conspicuous  tubes,  the  preorbital  produced 
into  a lobe  which  conceals  all  of  the  maxilary  except  the  extreme  tip,  and 
the  dorsal  fin  with  8 or  9 spines  and  18  to  20  soft  rays.  {^iXeoo,  to  love; 
riif),  snow,  viitToo,  to  wash.) 

Cottus  philonvps*  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  Amer.  ISTat.,  xxvi,  9G3,  1892,  Kicking  Horse 
River,  Field,  British  Columbia;  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm. 
1894, 118;  Gilbert  <fe  Evermann,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1894,  204,  in  part,  includes 
Cottus  heldingii. 

2332.  COTTUS  AXN.E,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Head  34  to  3f ; depth  5.  D.  VII  or  VIII,  17  or  18;  A.  12;  eye  5 in  head ; 
maxillary  3| ; highest  dorsal  3| ; highest  soft  ray  2 ; jiectoral  1 ; ventral 
If;  caudal  If.  Body  elongate,  not  much  compressed;  caudal  peduncle 
Avide,  wider  than  length  of  snout.  Head  small,  broadly  rounded  anteriorly 
as  viewed  from  abot  e,  snout  blunt  as  viewed  from  the  side;  mouth  very 
small,  without  so  much  lateral  cleft  as  Coitus  pMlonips;  the  maxillary 
reaching  to  front  of  pupil;  teeth  in  moderately  wide  bands  on  jaws  and 
vomer, palatines  toothless,  or  with  a few  teeth  in  a narrow  band  on  front; 
interorbital  (bone  only)  equals  f eye;  eye  smaller  than  length  of  snout; 
preopercle  with  only  1 small  blunt  spine,  below  which  the  edge  is  entire. 

* This  species  is  thus  described  by  Eigenmann  & Eigenmann:  Head  about  3|  to  4.  D. 
VIII  or  IX,  16  to  18 ; A.  II,  13 ; Y.  I,  4.  Pectoral  reaching  anal  or  past  A^ent  even  in  larg- 
est specimens.  Anal  equidistant  from  tip  of  snout  and  base  of  caudal  or  nearer  tip  of 
snout.  Ashy  gray  with  blackish  blotches.  Xo  well-defined  cross  bars  excepting  some- 
times near  the  tail.  Frequently  a dusky  blotch  on  anterior  part  of  spinous  dorsal  and 
another  near  its  posterior  end ; the  fin  sometimes  wholly  dusky,  margined  with  wliite. 
Pectorals,  soft  dorsal,  and  caudal  more  or  less  barred.  The  types  taken  in  the  icy  waters 
of  the  Kicking  Horse,  at  Field,  British  Columbia,  with  Coregonus  coulteri.  (Eigenmann.) 
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Pectoral  barely  reaching  front  of  anal;  8i)iiious  dorsal  very  low,  from  ^ to 
I as  high  as  soft  dorsal,  its  base  from  its  first  spine  to  first  ray  of  soft 
dorsal  in  head;  dorsals  barely  meeting,  not  at  all  connected.  Color 
light  gray,  somewhat  mottled;  ventrals  and  anal  colorless,  other  fins 
crossed  with  wavy  lines ; a soft  spot  on  each  end  of  spinous  dorsal.  Eagle 
Kiver,  a tributary  of  Grand  River,  Colorado,  Colorado  River  Basin.  Hero 
described  from  4 specimens  from  2^  to  inches  in  length,  collected  at 
Gypsum,  Colorado,  from  the  Eagle  River.  It  has  hitherto  been  confounded 
with  Coitus  serniscaher,  which  was  taken  in  abuudanoe  at  the  same  place 
and  recorded  as  Coitus  hairdii  punctulatus."  We  have  compared  this  spe- 
cies with  specimens  of  Coitus  heldingii  from  Birch  Creek,  Idaho,  and  with 
a cotype  of  Coitus  phiionips  from  Field,  British  Columbia.  It  differs  from 
both  of  these  in  having  the  mouth  and  eyes  smaller,  and  from  the  Field 
specimen  in  having  a deeper  body.  (Name  for  Miss  Anna  Louise  Brown, 
artist  of  the  Hopkins  Seaside  Laboratory.) 

Coitus  annce,  Jokdan  &.  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  223.  with  jilate,  Eagle  River, 
Gypsum,  Colorado.  (Coll.  Jordan,  Evermann,  Fesler  Davis.  Types,  Nos.  1305, 
1308, 1309,  and  1310,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 

2333.  COITUS  SPILOTUS  (Cope).* 

This  species  is  thus  described : VIII,  17;  A.  13;  Y.  I,  4;  P.15;  bran- 

chiostegals  6.  Entering  the  section  with  5 ventral  rays,  and  with  an 
(“longate  body,  resembling  apparently  the  hairdii,  exce])t  in  its  short  and 
anteriorly  situated  veutral  fius.  In  ivilsonii  the  eye  is  smaller,  and  frontal 
width  greater;  the  pectoral  rays  are  branched,  in  the  i)resent  species  sim- 
ple. In  richardsouii  the  vent  is  said  to  be  the  median  point  of  distance 
from  the  muzzle  to  the  caudal  fin  ; here  it  is  much  nearer  the  muzzle.  lu 
eofinatus  we  are  informed  that  the  anal  fin  has  a more  posterior  position. 
The  length  of  the  head  is  contained  3 times  plus  1 orbital  diameter  from 
end  of  muzzle  to  base  of  caudal  fin;  said  diameter  enters  4^  times  length 
of  head,  and  is  ^ greater  than  interorbital  width.  The  head  is  slightly 
contracted  laterally,  and  not  so  depressed  as  in  C.  alvordii,  giving  the 
orbits  less  vertical  range.  One  preopi'rcnlar  spine.  Insertion  of  pectorals 
oblique,  rays  undivided,  reaching  anus  and  antm-ior  rays  of  second  dorsal; 
ventrals  below  middle  of  pectoral,  insertion  in  advance  of  dorsal,  extend- 
ing halfway  to  vent.  Width  of  isthmus  equal  from  border  of  (closed)  pre- 
maxillary to  opposite  hinder  margin  of  pupil.  Dorsal  outline  low, 
regularly  descending  to  near  end  of  second  dorsal.  Greatest  depth  enters 
5 times  from  end  of  muzzle  to  base  of  caudal.  Lateral  line  disappears 
between  middle  and  end  of  caudal.  First  dorsal  low,  first  ray  f of  second, 
third,  and  fourth ; anal  begins  opposite  fourth  ray  of  second  dorsal.  Caudal 
fin  rather  small,  rays  once  divided.  No  trace  of  palatine  teeth.  Above 
brown,  below  yellowish,  everywhere  densely  punctulated  with  darker, 
except  between  the  vent  and  anterior  to  ventral  fins;  dorsal,  caudal,  and 
pectoral  fins  barred;  anal  yellowish;  base  of  caudal  and  dorsal  spots 

*Dr.  Bean  records  a fish  from  York  Factory,  Hudson  Bay,  under  the  name  Uranidea 
spilota.  Cope,  “ D.  IX,  18;  A.  12;  V.  I,  4.  One  si)ecimen  measuring  4 inches  without  tail, 
which  is  wanting.  Vomerine  teeth  only.”  (Bean,  Pi’oc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 127.) 
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blackisli;  large  lateral  round  spots  of  the  same  eolor  sometimes  in  7 
or  fewer  cross-bars.  Lengtli  3 inches.  Several  specimens  from  Grand 
Kapids,  on  the  Grand  Eiver,  which  flows  into  Lake  Michigan.’’  (Cope.) 
A little-known  species  apparently  close  to  Coitus  heidingii.  On  the  types 
of  this  sjiecies  Ave  have  the  following  notes : It  has  now  no  eAudent  teeth 
on  the  palatines  and  the  ventral  rays  are  I,  3.*  The  skin  is  smooth,  and 
the  preopercular  spine,  although  prominent  and  directed  upward,  is  not 
hooked.  The  spots  on  the  body  are  less  sharply  deflned  than  in  Coitus 
ricei,  with  Avhich  Jordan  & Gilbert  first  identified  it.  (Jordan,  Cat. 
Fish.  N.  A.,  111. ) {dTtiXcordi,  spotted.) 

TJranidea  spilota,  Cope,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1865, 182,  Grand  River  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.;  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  954,  1883. 

2334.  COTXrS  LEIOPOMUS,  Gilbert  &.  Evermann. 

Head  31 ; depth  51.  D.  YlI-17 ; A.  12 ; P.  13 ; V . 1,  4.  Eye  4i ; snout  3^ ; 
interorbital  AAudth  7^.  Least  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  about  equaling 
length  of  snout ; interorltital  space  very  narrow,  much  less  than  diameter 
of  eye ; mouth  small,  maxillary  reaching  A’-ertical  from  middle  of  eye,  a 
wide  strip  Ausible  laterally  in  the  closed  mouth.  Preopercular  spines 
entirely  absent,  the  preopercular  margin  evenly  rounded  throughout, 
without  prominence,  and  without  the  least  trace  of  a spine.  Vomer  Avith 
a A’’ery  narroAv  liand  of  teeth;  palatines  naked;  skin  wholly  naked;  lat- 
eral line  complete.  Dorsal  fins  not  joined  unless  at  extreme  base;  fins  all 
loAA^,  the  jjectorals  barely  reaching  front  of  anal  under  third  ray  of  second 
dorsal,  its  last  ray  under  fourth  from  last  ray  of  latter.  Free  portion  of 
caudal  peduncle  (behind  last  anal  ray)  in  head;  portion  behind  base  of 
last  dorsal  ray  3 in  head ; neither  dorsal  nor  anal  reaching  base  of  caudal 
Avhen  depressed.  Color  in  alcohol,  head  on  sides  rather  finely  vermicu- 
lated  with  light  and  dark;  plain  AA'hitish  l)elow;  not  coarsely  spotted  or 
blotched  as  in  C. philonips;  dorsal  bars  indistinct;  2 narroAA"  black  lines 
doAvnAvard  and  backAvard  from  eye ; an  evenly  convex  dark  bar  at  base  of- 
caudal ; dorsals,  pectorals,  and  caudal  faintly  cross-barred.  Length  about 
3:^  inches.  Upper  Little  Wood  River,  Shoshone,  Idaho.  Closely  related  to 
Coitus  pli  Uonips,  but  remarkably  distinguished  by  the  lack  of  preopercular 
spines.  (Gilbert  & Evermann.)  (A£?oj,  smooth  ; ttcS// o',  opercle.) 

Vottus  leiopomus,  Gilbert  & Ea'ERMANN,  Bull.  E.  S.  Eisb  Comm.  1894,  203,  pi.  20,  Upper 
Little  Wood  River,  Shoshone,  Idaho.  (Type,  Xo.  45389,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. ; Cotype, 
No.  1151  L.  S.  Jr.  Unix.  Mus.  Coll.  H.  H.  Kinsey.) 

2335.  ( OTTUS  PRIXCEPS,  Gilbert. 

Head  3^  to  d%  in  length;  depth  5 to  5|.  D.  VI  or  VII,  21  to  23.  A.  16  to 
18 ; V.  I,  4 ; P.  15.  A slender  form  Avith  small,  narrow  head,  which  is  nearly 
quadrate  in  cross  section,  the  opercles  and  cheeks  being  subA^ertical,  the 
greatest  width  of  head  but  f or  ^ more  than  its  depth  at  occiput.  Mouth 
small,  oblique,  the  gape  slightly  curved,  the  maxillary  reaching  a vertical 
crossing  eye  in  frout  of  pupil,  23  to  3 in  head.  Eye  equaling  snout,  4^  in 

" This  is  perhaps  an  error  in  our  notes.  The  type  can  not  now  be  found  in  the  collec- 
tion at  Philadelphia. 
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head.  Teeth  small,  uniform,  in  narrow  bamls  in  the  jaws;  vomer  with  a 
narrow  patch;  palatines  smooth.  Eyes  small,  separated  by  a narrow,  Hat 
interspace,  as  wide  as  pupil.  Margin  of  preopercle  evenly  rounded,  with- 
out developed  spine,  a minute  spinous  point  sometimes  occupying  the 
position  of  the  upper  preopercular  spine ; opercle  without  spine ; tubes 
and  pores  of  head  extraordinarily  developed.  A series  of  6 very  large 
])ore8  across  cheek  and  on  lower  edge  of  preorbital ; a large  median  pore 
at  symphysis,  and  a series  of  7 occupying  each  ramus  and  extending  onto 
edge  of  preopercle;  similar  somewhat  smaller  pores  form  the  supraorbital 
series.  Branchiostegals  6.  Gill  membranes  broadly  united  to  the  isthmus, 
without  free  fold;  no  pore  behind  last  gill.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  very 
long  and  low,  the  dorsal  spines  very  slender,  the  notch  shallow  between 
spinous  and  soft  portions;  pectorals  reaching  beyond  front  of  anal;  ven- 
trals  usually  to  vent.  About  f of  our  specimens  have  the  back  and  sides 
completely  invested  with  minute  close-set  prickles,  the  head  and  belly 
and  a narrow  area  along  base  of  anal  naked;  caudal  peduncle  also  naked 
in  varying  degree.  In  the  remaining  third  (possibly  males)  the  body  is 
smooth  except  for  a postaxial  band  of  prickles,  and  in  1 specimen  these 
are  absent,  leaving  the  body  entirely  naked.  Lateral  line  variously  in- 
complete, interrupted  at  some  point  under  iiosterior  half  of  second  dorsal. 
Color  light  olive  with  darker  markings,  which  may,  on  the  head,  take  the 
form  of  vermiculating  lines;  7 quadrate  dark  blotches  along  base  of  dorsal 
fin,  the  first  and  third  usually  narrower  than  the  others,  an  eighth  on  back 
of  caudal  peduncle;  very  distinctly  marked  individuals  show  a series  of 
blotches  along  middle  of  sides,  which  may  b('  connected  with  the  dorsal 
series  by  broad  dusky  bars;  dorsal,  caudal,  and  pectoral  with  faint  bars; 
ventrals  and  anal  unmarked.  We  subjoin  table  of  fin  rays  in  12  speci- 
mens : 


Dorsal 

spines. 

Dorsal  rays. 

Anal. 

Pectoral.  ! 

VI.  VII. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

14. 

15. 

Specimens 

3 9 

7 

4 

1 

2 

7 

3 

1 

11 

Numerous  specimens  were  obtained  in  shallow  water  along  the  shore  of 
Upper  Klamath  Lake  on  a bottom  of  line  sediment  and  vegetable  debris. 
This  ditfers  widely  from  any  other  species  of  Coitus  in  the  very-narrow, 
slender  form,  the  long  fins,  and  especially  in  the  extreme  development  of 
the  mucous  tubes  and  pores.  Klamath  Lakes,  Oregon.  (Gilbert.)  {prin- 
ceps,  chief.) 

Coitus  princeps,  Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fisli  Comm.  1897, 12,  figure.  Upper  Klamath  Lake, 
Oregon.  (Type,  No.  48227.  Coll.  Gilbert,  Cramer,  aud  Otaki.) 

730.  URANIDEA,  De  Kay. 

Uranidea,  De  Kay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  61,  1842  (quiescens=gracilis) . 

I'his  genus  is  very  close  to  Coitus,  froniAvhich  it  ditfers  in  the  reduction 
of  its  ventrals  to  a concealed  spine  and  3 soft  rays,  a step  further  in  the 
degeneration  characteristic  of  fresh- water  types.  The  skin  is  smooth,  or 
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A^ery  nearly  so,  tlie  preopercular  spines  small,  and  there  is  nsnally  no  trace 
of  teeth  on  the  palatines.  Cold  streams  and  springs  of  the  United  States 
from  New  England  and  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  {ovparo^, 
sky;  eidov,  I looked;  1.  e.  stargazer.) 

a.  Palatines  with  teeth. 

b.  Dorsal  VIII,  16 ; preopercle  armed  with  4 spines,  the  longest  about  2 in  eye: 

least  depth  of  caudel  peduncle  12  in  length  of  body.  bendihei,  2336. 

hb.  Dorsal  VI,  19;  preopercle  with  a single  short  spine;  least  depth  of  caudal 
l)eduncle  8^  in  length  of  body.  orebnei,  2337. 

aa.  Palatines  toothless. 

c.  Anal  rays  14  or  15 ; dorsal  spines  7 or  8. 

d.  Preoi)ercular  spine  short,  hluntish;  first  dorsal  dark,  with  pale  margin. 

MARGINATA,  2338. 

dd.  Preoi)ercular  spine  well  developed,  broad,  rather  sharp,  curved  upward. 

TENUIS,  2339. 

cc.  Anal  rays  12  or  11. 

e.  Preopercular  spine  curved  upward  more  or  loss  abruptly. 

/.  Head  lai'ge,  about  3J  in  length. 

g.  Mouth  small,  the  maxillary  barely  reaching  past  front  of  ej  e; 
pectorals  short,  not  reaching  anal;  preopercular  spine  short, 
hooked  abruptly  upward,  body  very  robust. 

FRANKLINI,  2340. 

(jg.  Mouth  larger,  the  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye;  pectorals 
usually  reaching  past  front  of  anal;  preopercular  spine 
stoutish,  little  hooked. 

h.  First  dorsal  nearly  as  high  as  second ; anal  pricklj’^. 

KUMLIENII,  2341. 

hh.  First  dorsal  much  lower  than  second ; axil  not  iirickly, 
so  far  as  known ; pectorals  variable,  usually  long. 

GRACILIS,  2342. 

ff.  Head  small,  4i  in  length.  forjiosa,  2343. 

ce.  Preopercular  spine  sharp,  nearly  straight,  directed  backward  rather 
farther  than  upward ; head  narrowed  forward.  hoyi,  2344. 

2336.  UKAMDEA  BEADIKEl  (Bean). 

Brancliiostegals  6;  D.  VIII,  16;  A.  12;  V.  I,  3;  P.  15;  C.  15.  The  length 
of  the  type  is  2.7  inches  (69  mm.)  to  the  l)ase  of  the  caudal.  The  greatest 
height  of  the  body  at  the  origin  of  the  dorsal  equals  its  greatest  width 
over  the  base  of  the  pectorals,  aud  is  contained  nearly  4 times  in  its  length 
without  caudal.  The  least  height  of  the  tail  is  iV  of  the  length  without 
caudal..  The  length  of  the  middle  caudal  rays  is  contained  44  times  in 
the  length  of  the  body.  Width  of  the  mouth  equals  ^ the  length  of  the 
head.  The  maxillary  extends  a little  behind  the  front  margin  of  the  eye. 
The  snout  is  as  long  as  the  eye.  The  distance  between  the  eyes  is  less 
than  their  diameter,  and  is  contained  5 times  in  the  length  of  the  head; 
the  diameter  of  the  eye  4 times.  The  length  of  the  lower  jaw  equals  | 
the  length  of  head.  Preoperculum  armed  with  4 spines,  the  largest  at 
the  angle,  and  is  about  ^ as  long  as  the  eye;  the  3 anterior  ones  are  very 
small  and  hidden  by  the  skin.  The  distance  of  the  spinous  dorsal  from 
the  snout  is  ^ of  the  length  of  the  body;  the  length  of  the  longest  spine 
of  the  first  dorsal  is  about  ^ of  that  of  the  head  aud  about  | of  the  longest 
dorsal  ray.  The  longest  dorsal  and  anal  rays  are  equal.  The  length  of 
the  anal  base  almost  equals  the  length  of  the  head.  The  length  of  the 
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second  dorsal  base  is  a little  greater  than  the  length  of  the  head.  The 
pectorals  reach  to  the  origin  of  the  anal ; ventrals  do  not  reach  to  the 
vent.  Vomerine  and  palatine  teeth  present.  Skin  smooth.  Color  uni- 
form dark  hrown  above,  lighter  on  the  throat  and  belly.  (Bean.)  Eastern 
Oregon  and  northern  Idaho,  in  the  Columbia  Basin.  (“I  take  pleasure  in 
dedicating  this  species  to  Capt.  Charles  E.  Bendire,  an  excellent  collector 
and  observer,  who  has  contributed  so  mnch  to  the  Mnsenm.”) 

Potamoeoitus  hendirei,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mns.  1881,  27,  Walla  Walla,  Washington. 

(Type,  No.  24196.  Coll.  Capt.  Clias.  Bendire.) 

Uranidca  bendirei,  J ordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  696, 1883. 


2337.  URAXIDEA  GREEXEI,  Gilbert  & Culv'er,  new  species. 

Head  3^  in  length;  depth  4|;  eye  3f  in  head;  snout  3f;  interorbital 
width  (bone  only)  9;  caudal  peduncle  very  deep,  its  least  depth  in 
head.  Dorsal  VI,  19;  anal  12;  pectoral  II  or  15,  ventral  I,  3.  Head  broad 
with  rounded  profile,  viewed  from  above,  the  snout  and  interorbital  region 
slightly  convex,  the  occiput  flat  or  slightly  concave.  Month  large,  hori- 
zontal, the  maxillary  extending  as  far  back  as  vertical  from  center  of 
pupil,  2^  in  head.  Vomer  and  palatines  with  broad  bands  of  teeth.  A 
single  preopercular  siiine,  rather  short,  directed  some’what  obliipiely 
upward.  Lateral  line  incomplete,  ending  under  fifteenth  ray  of  second 
dorsal;  a small  patch  of  prickles  behind  the  axil,  and  a few  along  base  of 
8(!Cond  dorsal.  Spinous  dorsal  high,  its  longest  spine  exceeding  length 
of  snout,  2^  in  head;  longi'st  ray  of  second  dorsal  about  2 in  head;  last 
dorsal  spine  joined  by  membrane  to  base  of  first  soft  ray;  last  dorsal  rays 
reaching  with  their  tips  to  base  of  caudal ; pectorals  reaching  to  or  beyond 
vertical  from  first  anal  ray;  pectoral  rays  all  unbranched;  ventrals  not 
(][uite  reaching  vent.  Olive  brown  above  and  on  sides,  light  below ; 2 short 
dark  bars  under  spinous  dorsal,  both,  or  the  hinder  one  only,  continued 
upward  to  form  a black  blotch  on  the  fin;  a conspicuons  dark  bar  under 
anterior,  and  1 under  posterior  third  of  second  dorsal,  with  a shorter 
fainter  one  midway  between  them;  a vertical  bar  at  base  of  caudal;  area 
-below  lateral  line  with  a series  of  6 or  7 vertically  oblong  dark  blotches, 
more  or  less  distinctly  confluent  at  the  upper  limit,  to  form  a wavy  streak, 
which  is  also  joined  by  the  darker  markings  of  the  back ; a blackish  streak 
at  base  of  ])ectoral;  second  dorsal,  caudal,  and  pectorals  rather  broadly 
cross-barred  with  dusky;  ventrals  and  anal  colorless.  Length  58  mm. 
This  species  is  characterized  by  its  short  spinous  dorsal  and  its  very  deep 
caudal  peduncle.  Snake  River  Basin,  Idaho ; only  the  type  known.  Type 
locality.  Thousand  Springs,  Snake  River,  Idaho,  near  mouth  of  Salmon  Fall 
River.  Collected  by  C.  H.  Gilbert,  C.  AV.  Greene,  and  K.  Otaki,  August  9, 
1891.  (‘‘Named  for  Prof.  Charles  Wilson  Greene,  of  Stanford  University, 
to  whose  energy  was  due  much  of  the  success  of  the  expedition.^’) 

2338.  IJRAMDEA  5IARGINATA,  Bean. 

■ Branch! ostegals  6;  D.  A^II  or  VIII,  18  or  19;  A.  II  or  15;  V.  I,  3;  P.  13  or 
14  ; C.  II  or  15.  Head  broad,  slightly  depressed,  its  gieatest  length  con- 
tained a little  more  than  3 times  in  length  of  body  without  caudal  (4 
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times  in  total  length) ; distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  eye  equals  length  of 
eye,  which  is  4 in  head.  Vomerine  teeth  present;  none  on  the  palatines. 
Body  stout  anteriorly,  moderately  compressed  posteriorly,  its  height  at 
origin  of  first  dorsal  equal  to  its  width  at  the  same  place,  and  contained 
44  times  in  length  of  hody  without  caudal;  the  least  width  of  the  caudal 
peduncle  less  than  4 its  height.  The  distance  hetween  the  eyes  equals  4 
of  their  long  diameter.  The  maxilla  extends  to  the  vertical  through  the 
end  of  the  anterior  third  of  the  orbit.  The  preoperculnm  has  a short, 
broad,  rather  blunt  spine  at  its  angle  and  a much  smaller  one  on  its  lower 
limb;  between  these  2 the  margin  in  some  specimens  is  crenulated,  some- 
times forming  an  additional  blunt  spine.  The  preopercnlar  spines  are  all 
hidden  under  the  skin.  The  distance  of  the  first  dorsal  from  the  snout  is 
contained  2|  times  in  length  of  body  without  caudal;  its  longest  spine  ig 
4 as  long  as  the  head ; the  length  of  its  base  is  contained  5 times  in  length 
of  body  without  caudal,  6 times  in  total  length;  the  length  of  the  second 
^dorsal  l)ase  is  4 of  total  length.  The  length  of  the  anal  base  is  4 of  length 
without  caudal.  The  length  of  the  ventral  is  contained  from  6 to  64  times 
in  the  total  length.  The  length  of  the  pectoral  is  4 of  length  of  body 
without  caudal.  The  colors  have  faded,  but  the  ground  color  seems  to  be 
plumbeous,  Avith  occasional  blotches  of  darker;  the  fins  are  more  or  less 
distinctly  pnnctulated;  the  first  dorsal  is  darker  than  the  body  and  has 
a distinct' white  margin.  (Bean.)  Eastern  Oregon,  in  the  Columbia  EiA^er 
basin.  Well  distinguished  from  related  species  by  its  long  anal. 

Gilbert  & Evermann  have  the  following  notes  on  this  species: 

Six  small  8])eeimens  from  Mill  Creek  at  Walla  Walla  (the  type  locality 
of  marginaius)  agree  with  Bean’s  description  and  difier  from  all  other 
western  specimens  of  Cotins  which  we  have  seen,  in  haAnug  but  3 soft  rays 
in  the  A^entral  fins.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  our  A^ery  immature 
specimens,  marginatns  strongly  resembles  pcrplexus,  with  which  it  agrees 
in  fin  rays,  naked  skin,  the  incomplete  lateral  line,  and  the  absence  of  the 
palatine  teeth.  Coitus  iierplexns  has  constantly  4 soft  rays  in  the  A’entral 
tins,  and  other  ditfereuces  may  appear  when  compared  with  adult  speci- 
mens. In  our  specimens  of  marginaius,  the  anus  Amries  in  position,  being 
sometimes  nearer  base  of  caudal  fin  than  snout,  sometimes  nearer  snout. 
Twenty-two  small  specimens,  collected  by  Bean  & Woolman  at  Sand  Point, 
Idaho,  are  for  the  present  referred  to  this  species,  though  Ave  are  not  cer- 
tain that  this  identification  is  correct.  The  A^entrals  seem  to  be  I,  3;  but 
the  body  is  more  or  less  covered  with  prickles,  (marginaius,  edged.) 

JJranidea  marginata,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  26,  AValla  Walla.  (Coll.  Capt. 

Charles  E.  Bendire.) 

Gottus  marginaius,  Gilbert  & Evermann,  Bull.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1894,  204. 


2339.  URAXIDEA  TENUIS,  Evermann  & Meek. 

Head  3f ; depth  7 ; eye  44  in  head;  snout  4;  Y.  1,  3.  D.  VI-I,  17 ; A.  15; 
A^omer  with  teeth;  palatines  toothless.  Head  long,  contracted  from  eyes 
forward;  snout  rather  long;  body  much  compressed,  very  slender,  greatest 
Avidth  of  caudal  peduncle  24  in  eye;  least  depth  of  same  slightly  greater 
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than  eye;  preopercular  spine  well  developed,  broad,  rather  sharp,  partly 
covered  by  skin,  curved  upward ; below  this  2 other  spines,  the  anterior 
one  blnnt,  the  other  sharp,  directed  toward  lower  base  of  pectoral;  post- 
temporal spine  well  developed.  Body  smooth,  wholly  without  prickles  or 
scales ; lateral  line  complete  except  on  caudal  peduncle.  Color  dark  above 
and  on  upper  f of  sides,  pale  below;  dorsal  tins  barred  with  series  of  dark 
dots  or  blotches;  caudal  similarly  marked  but  rather  darker;  anal  lioht 
with  a few  dark  blotches ; pectorals  same  as  caudal ; ventrals  plain ; under 
side  of  head  profusely  covered  with  small  round  black  specks;  muciferous 
jjores  on  head  well  developed.  Klamath  Lakes,  Oregon.  Besides  the 
specimen  described  above  we  have  2 others  of  the  same  slender  style  from 
Pelican  Bay,  Upper  Klamath  Lake,  and  many  others  from  the  lake  near 
Klamath  Falls,  the  majority  of  which  are  much  smaller  and  less  slender. 
The  slender  ones  are  apparently  entirely  smooth ; a ripe  female  3 inches 
long  has  a few  prickles  on  anterior  part  of  body,  while  all  the  smaller  ones 
are  pretty  well  covered  with  small  ijrickles.  (Evermann  &■  Meek.)  (tenuis, 
slender.) 

Uranidea  tenuis.  Evermaxn  & Meek,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1897,  83,  fig.  6,  Upper 
Klamath  Lake,  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon.  (Type,  Xo.  48229.  Coll.  Meek  & Alexander.) 

2340.  IJIUXIDEA  FRANKLIM  (Agassiz). 

Head  3^;  depth  4^.  D.  ^TII,  17 ; A.  12;  Y.  I,  3.  Body  rather  short  and 
stout;  snout  not  very  obtuse;  maxillary  reaching  about  to  pupil;  eye  4 in 
head,  twice  the  interorbital  space;  preopercular  spine  hook-like,  very 
acute;  paired  tins  rather  short,  the  pectorals  not  reaching  vent;  first 
dorsal  nearly  as  high  as  second;  dorsals  contiguous;  anal  inserted  under 
fourth  ray  of  second  dorsal;  caudal  6 in  length;  lateral  line  incomplete; 
vent  nearer  base  of  caudal  than  tip  of  snout.  Length  3 inches.  Lake 
Superior.  (Girard.)  Perhaps  not  distinct  from  Coitus  (jracilis.  (Named 
for  Sir  John  Franklin,  the  Arctic  explorer.) 

Cottus  frankhni,  Agassiz,  Lake  Superior,  303,  18.50,  north  and  east  shores  of  Lake 
Superior  (Coll.  James  Hall  and  Louis  Agassiz) , Giraru,  Monograph  Cottoids,  53, 1851. 
Uranidea  franklini,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  954, 1883. 

2341.  URAMBEA  KUMLIEMI,  Hoy. 

D.  VI,  17 ; A.  12;  P.  14;  V.  I,  3.  Body  slender  and  elongated,  its  depth  6 
times  in  length.  Head  large  and  long,  3i  in  length  of  body,  its  width  a 
little  more  than  ^ its  length,  its  depth  a little  less.  Eye  large,  3^^  in  head, 
about  equal  to  snout,  more  than  twice  interorbital  space.  Base  of  pecto- 
rals crescentic,  the  tin  about  as  long  as  head ; the  low'er  rays  rapidly  short- 
ened, reaching  second  or  third  dorsal  ray,  and  falling  just  short  of  anal, 
fourth  and  fifth  rays  longest.  Vent  equidistant  between  base  of  caudal 
and  front  of  eye.  Mouth  pretty  wide  and  oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching 
to  middle  of  eye ; lo^er  jaw  projecting.  No  palatine  teeth.  Preopercular 
spine  large,  directed  upward  and  backward,  not  strongly  hooked.  First 
dorsal  rather  high,  ^ the  height  of  the  second,  the  second  spine  longest 
and  filamentous,  the  2 tins  connected  by  a membrane.  Caudal  peduncle 
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slender.  Caudal  fin  narrow,  more  than  f length  of  head.  Second  dorsal 
and  anal  high.  Lateral  line  disappearing  under  middle  of  second  dorsal. 
Color  obliterated,  traces  of  a black  spot  on  spinous  dorsal.  Length  of 
specimen  3 inches.  One  of  Dr.  Hoy’s  types,  in  very  had  condition,  exam- 
ined by  us.  It  has  grown  soft  in  weak  alcohol,  and  its  remarkable  slen- 
derness of  body  is  perhaps,  in  part  at  least,  due  to  this  fact.  Lake 
Michigan,  in  deep  water.  (Named  for  A.  L.  Kumlien,  the  ornithologist.) 

JJranidea  kumlienii.  Hoy,  Helsou,  Bull.  Ills.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  i.  No.  1,  1876,41,  Lake 
Michigan  (Coll.  Dr.  Hoy) ; Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1877,  64. 


2342.  URANIDEA  GRACILIS  (Heckel). 

Head  3|;  depth  5.  D.  VHI,  16;  A.  12.  Body  rather  slender,  fusiform; 
preopercular  spine  moderate,  concealed.  Mouth  rather  large,  the  maxil- 
lary reaching  to  the  pupil;  pectorals  reaching  front  of  anal;  ventrals 
about  to  vent.  Color  olivaceous,  mottled,  upper  edge  of  spinous  dorsal 
red  in  life.  Streams  of  New  England  and  New  York,  recorded  from  tribu- 
taries of  the  Connecticut,  Lake  Champlain,  Hudson,  Delaware,  and  Sus- 
quehanna; common;  probably  a variable  form,  including  several  of  Dr. 
Girard’s  nominal  species,  as  Dr.  W.  O.  Ayres  vigorously  insisted  in  1845, 
before  the  latter  had  been  described,  {gracilis,  slender.) 

Cottiis  gracilis,  Heckel,  Anu.  Wien  Mus.,  li,  1839, 148,  New  York. 

Cottvs  (jobio,  Ayres,  Bust.  Jour.  Nat.  Hist.,  v,  1845,  121. 

Uranidea  quieseens,  De  Kay,  New  York  Fauna.  Fishes,  61, 1842,  Lake  Pleasant,  Adiron- 
dack region,  New  York. 

Coitus  viscosus,*  Haldeman,  Suppl.  Mongr.  Limnea,  3,  1840,  Susquehanna  River  (Coll. 

S.  S.  Haldeman) ; Girard,  Monograph  Cottoids,  51, 1851. 

Coitus  gohioides,i  Girard,  Proc.  Amer.  Assoc.  Adv.  Sci.  1850,  41,  and  1.  c.,  55,  Lamoille 
River,  Johnson,  Vermont.  (Coll.  Ransom  Colberth.) 

Coitus  boleoides, I Girard,  Proc.  Amer.  Assoc.  Adv.  Sci.  1850, 41,  and  l.c.,  56,  Windsor,  Ver- 
mont (Coll.  Ed.  Cabot) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  156, 1860. 

Coitus  copei,  Abbott,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 15,  no  locality  given,  probably  New 
Jersey. 

Coitus  gracilis,  Girard,  Monograph  Cottoids,  49,1851. 

JJranidea  gracilis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  699. 

Uranidea  viscosa,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  698. 

Uranidea  gobioides,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  699. 

Uranidea  boleoides,  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  699. 

* Coitus  viscosus  is  thus  characterized : 

Head  3^  in  length ; depth  4|.  D.  A"1, 18;  A.  12;  V.  I,  3.  Body  rather  stout:  mucous  pores 
on  head  usually  numerous.  Mouth  small;  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye;  preojiercu- 
lar  spine  acute,  extremely  short,  directed  obliquely  upward;  isthmus  rather  narrow; 
first  dorsal  low,  slightly  connected  with  second ; iiectorals  shorter  than  head,  reaching  sec- 
ond dorsal.  Color  olivaceous,  variegated,  the  spinous  dorsal  edged  with  orange  in  life; 
fins  mostly  barred.  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  in  tributaries  of  the  Schuylkill, 
Susquehanna,  and  Potomac  rivers ; not  rare,  entering  caves, 
t Oottus  gobioides  is  thus  described: 

Head  3^;  depth  4|.  D.  VII,  17;  A.  12.  Similar  to  Uranidea  gracilis,  but  larger  and 
more  robust,  the  mouth  larger,  reaching  to  beyond  the  line  of  the  pupil,  and  the  pectorals 
short,  not  quite  reaching  anal ; preopercular  spine  stout,  curved  suddenly  upward.  Length 
4 inches.  Tributaries  of  Lake  Champlain.  (Girard.) 

X Oottus  boleoides  is  thus  characterized : 

Head  3J;  depth  5^.  D.  VIII  17;  A.  11.  Slender,  subfusiform.  Mouth  rather  large, 
the  maxillary  extending  to  ojiposite  the  pupil ; preopercular  spine  acute,  directed  obliquely 
upwards;  isthmus  narrow.  Fins  larger  than  in  any  other  species;  pectorals  reaching 
fourth  ray  of  anal.  Length  3^  inches.  Connecticut  Valley. in  A^ermont.  (Girard.) 
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2343.  UllAMDEA  FOR3IOSA  (Girard). 

Head  IJ.  D.  VIII-16;  A.  11;  V.  I,  3.  Body  slender  and  graceful;  head 
small,  depressed  above;  eye  moderate;  preopercular  spine  short,  stout, 
acute,  curved  upward,  a small  sj)ine  below  it ; subopercular  spine  well 
developed.  Dorsals  well  separated ; anal  beginning  under  third  ray  of 
soft  dorsal;  pectorals  not  reaching  to  posterior  margin  of  spinous  dorsal ; 
ventrals  not  nearly  to  vent.  Length  31  inches.  Deep  water  in  Lake 
Ontario.  (Girard.)  A doubtful  species,  known  only  from  1 mutilated 
specimen,  the  head  shorter  than  in  Uranidea  (jracilis.  {formosus,  pretty.) 

Coitus  formosus,  Girard,  Monograph  Cottoids,  58,  1850,  Lake  Ontario  off  Oswego,  in 
stomach  of  Lota  maculosa.  (Coll.  S.  F.  Baird.) 

Uranidea  formosa,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  955. 


2344.  URAMDEA  HOYI,  Putnam. 

D.  VI,  15;  A.  11;  V.  1,  3;  C.  12;  the  first  dorsal  low  and  small,  f as  long 
as  soft  part,  and  connected  to  it  by  membrane.  Fins  all  low.  (Hoy.) 
Body  small,  rather  short  and  thick,  the  depth  about  51  in  length.  Head 
31  in  length  to  base  of  caudal.  Eyes  large,  high  up,  and  close  together, 
about  equal  to  snout,  3f  in  head,  3 times  the  interorbital  space.  Head 
rather  narrow  and  contracted;  the  lower  jaw  narrowed  and  slightly  pro- 
jecting. No  palatine  teeth;  maxillary  reaching  anterior  border  of  eye, 
or  a little  beyond.  Preopercular  spine  prominent,  sharji,  very  nearly 
straight,  directed  backward,  but  not  strongly  upward,  its  form  and  direc- 
tion peculiar  in  this  genus.  Below  this  is  another  sharp,  prominent  spine, 
also  nearly  straight,  directed  partly  downward;  one  or  2 minute  con- 
cealed spines  still  lower.  Isthmus  well  developed.  Pectoral  fins  long, 
longer  than  head,  reaching  beginning  of  anal;  ventral  fins  long,  reach- 
ing almost  to  vent.  Vent  midway  betweim  snout  and  base  of  caudal,  in 
the  female  farther  back,  owing  to  the  distended  abdomen.  Ventral  rays 
I,  3 (on  one  side  of  each  specimen  apparently  1,  4 ; perhaps  a soft  ray  has 
been  split).  Color  nearly  obliterated.  Lower  parts  profusely  punctate. 
Length  of  specimens  2^  inches.  Lake  Michigan  in  deep  water.  Female 
specimen  taken  12  miles  oft'  Racine,  Wisconsin,  in  12  fathoms,  June  4, 187.5, 
by  Dr.  Hoy;  the  male  off  Milwaukee,  Jiuie  15.  The  specimens  are  now  in 
bad  condition  from  rough  handling.  The  female  is  disteiub'd  with  ripe 
eggs,  so  that  the  width  of  the  body  is  i the  total  length.  This  species 
seems  to  be  quite  distinct  from  all  those  described  by  Girard.  The  pecul- 
iar characters  are  the  numbi'r  and  form  of  the  preopercular  spines,  the 
contracti'd  mouth,  the  large  eyes,  the  small  size  of  the  body,  and  the 
length  of  the  ventral  fins.  The  characters  first  mentioned  are  the  most 
striking.  (Named  for  Dr.  Philo  K.  Hoy,  of  Racine.) 

Uranidea  hoyi  (Putnam  MS.)  IS'elson,  Bull.  Ills.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Yol.  I,  No.  1,  1876,  41, 
Lake  Michigan  (Coll.  Philo  R.  Hoy) ; Jordan,  Man.  Vert.,  244, 1876;  Jordan  & Cope- 
land, Bull.  Buff.  Soc.  Nat.  Sci.  1876, 41 ; Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1877,  63 ; Jor- 
dan &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  700, 1883. 
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731.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  (Steller)  Tilesius. 

(Great  Sculpins.) 

Myoxocephalus,  Steller  MS.  1741. 

Myoxocephahis,  Tilesius,  M6m.  Acad.  Sci.  Petersb.,  iv,  1811,  273  (stelleri). 

Acanthocottus,  Girard,  Proc.  Best.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  iii,  1849,  185  {groenlandicus) . 

CotUis,  Putnam,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  I,  No.  1,  3, 1863  (scorpius). 

Boreoeottiis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1859, 166  {axillaris). 

Body  slender  or  robust,  subfusiform,  covered  with  thick  skin,  in  which 
are  sometimes  embedded  prickly  plates;  deciduous,  granular,  or  stellate 
tubercles  also  sometimes  present,  but  no  true  scales.  Head  large.  Mouth 
terminal,  large,  the  lower  jaw  always  included,  the  uppermost  the  longer ; 
villiform  teeth  on  the  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  the  palatines;  suborbital 
stay  strong;  preopercle  with  2 strong  straight  spines  above  directed  back- 
ward, and  1 below  directed  downward  and  forward;  opercle,  nasal  bones, 
orbital  rim,  and  shoulder  girdle  more  or  less  armed;  gill  membranes  form- 
ing a fold  across  the  rather  narrow  isthmus ; slit  behind  last  gill  small  or 
wanting,  if  present,  reduced  to  a mere  pore;  vertebrae  about  28.  Bran- 
chiostegals  mostly  6.  Dorsal  fins  2,  separate,  the  first  short,  its  spines 
rather  slender;  ventral  rays  1,  3;  caudal  fin  moderate,  fan-shaped;  pec- 
toral fin  broad,  its  lower  rays  procurrent.  Lateral  line  well  developed,  its 
tubes  sometimes  provided  with  bony  or  cartilaginous  plates,  never  chain- 
like nor  reduced  to  separated  pores.  Species  numerous,  in  the  seas  of 
northern  regions;  coarse  fishes,  little  valued  as  food.  (//t;o|d5  the  dor- 
mouse; xe^aXi},  head;  the  allusion  not  evident). 

Acanthocottus  {aKavOa,  spiue ; /cottos.  Coitus) : 

a.  Top  of  head  covered  with  thin,  smooth  skin,  having  a very  few  warty  prominences 
or  none,  and  not  hiding  the  bony  occipital  ridges;  lateral  line  continuous,  with 
concealed  cartilaginous  plates;  Atlantic  species. 

b.  Lateral  line  with  regularly  arranged,  small  hony-keeled  plates,  most  distinct 
antei’iorly;  no  stellate  tubercles;  a small  cirrus  above  eye.  D.  VIII,  12; 
A.  9.  BUBALIS,  2345. 

bb.  Lateral  line  unarmed  or  with  concealed  cartilaginous  plates  or  with  prickles 
which  are  not  keeled  or  are  not  regularly  arranged, 

c.  Anal  fin  very^  short,  of  10  or  11  rays  only;  dorsal  rays  IX,  13  or  14;  upper 
preopercular  spine  short,  sharp,  nearly  twice  the  length  of  the  next; 
third  spine  directed  downward ; no  slit  behind  last  gill.  a;neus,  2346. 
cc.  Anal  fin  of  12  to  14  rays. 

d.  Upper  preopercular  spine  moderate,  about  as  long  as  eye,  and  about 
twice  length  of  next  spine. 

e.  Last  gill  arch  without  slit  or  pore.  D.  X,  17;  A.  12. 

SCORPIOIDES,  2347. 

ee.  Last  gill  arch  with  a small  slit  or  pore  behind  it.  D.  X,  17 ; 
A.  14. 

/.  Interorbital  space  narrow.  If  in  eye  in  adult;  spinous  dor- 
sal low,  the  longest  spine  8 in  bodyu  scorpius,  2348. 
ff.  Interorbital  space  broader,  as  wide  as  eye ; spinous  dorsal 
higher,  the  longest  spine  6 to  7 in  body. 

GROENLANDICUS,  2349. 

dd.  Upper  preopercular  spine  very  long,  longer  than  eye,  reaching  tip 
of  opercular  spine,  4 times  length  of  the  spine  below  it;  a 
* sharp  postocular  spine,  and  a similar  occipital  spine;  no  slit 

behind  last  gill.  D.  IX,  15;  A.  14.  OCTODECIMSPINOSUS,  2350. 
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Myoxocephalus  : 

aa.  Top  of  head  covered  with  small  warty  prominences. 

g.  Supraocular  spine  with  2 or  3 diverging  digitate  ridges  behind  it;  skin  of  top 
of  head  thin,  not  concealing  the  bony  occipital  ridges ; lateral  lino  contin- 
uous; upper  preopercular  spine  long;  no  stellate  plates  on  sides  below 
lateral  line;  nasal  spines  shai’p;  no  cirri  on  head. 

/(.  Distance  from  supraorbital  to  occipital  tubercle  about  equal  t(j  space 
between  sui^raorbital  tubercles;  anal  ray.s  usually  12;  membrane  of 
maxillary  more  or  less  mottled.  polyacanthocephalus,  23.51. 

hh.  Distance  from  supraorbital  to  occipital  tubercle  1^  times  the  distance 
between  supraorbital  tubercles;  head  very  long  and  flat;  dorsals 
well  separated;  anal  rays  usually  14;  adult  with  round  rough  plates 
above ; throat  white ; membrane  of  maxillary  unspotted. 

.lAOK.  2352. 

gg.  Supraocular  spine  without  digitate  spines  behind  it;  preopercular  spines 
short. 

i.  AVarts  on  top  of  head  not  ending  in  cirri ; nasal  spines  and  occipital  ridges 

not  wholly  concealed  in  the  thick  skin. 
j.  Skin  of  sides  of  back  in  adult  covered  with  round  stellate  tubercles; 
spines  of  preopercle  short,  more  or  less  hidden  in  the  skin. 
h.  Supraocular  spine  blunt,  with  a blunt  tubercle  behind  it,  the 
cirri  small  or  obsolete;  crests  moderate;  soft  dorsal  very 
long,  of  15  to  19  rays.  verrucosus,  2353. 

kk.  Supraocular  siiine  small,  blunt,  without  tubercle  behind  it; 
supraocular  and  occipital  sjiines  each  with  a small  flat  cir- 
rus; occipital  crests  very  low;  soft  dorsal  of  15  or  16  rays. 

AXILLARIS,  2354. 

gj.  Skin  of  back  and  sides  perfectly  smooth  (except  in  very  old  indi- 
viduals which  maj'  have  hidden  rough  plates  below  the  lateral 
line). 

I.  Occipital  crests  very  low,  almost  concealed  by  the  thick  warty 

skill;  body  robust,  the  depth  4 in  length;  membrane  of 
upper  .jaw  witli  sharply  defined  black  spots;  throat  always 
spotted;  suprascapular  spine  sharp;  humeral  spine  ob.scure. 

m.  .V  pale  bar  at  base  of  caudal  and  1 behind  anal. 

STELLERI,  2355. 

mm.  No  pale  bar  at  base  of  caudal  and  none  behind  anal. 

MEDNIUS,  2356. 

II.  Occipital  crests  strong,  the  space  between  them  concave,  the 

skin  thin  and  with  rather  few  warts;  bod.y  rather  slender, 
the  depth  4^  in  length. 

n.  Sides  with  I’ound  white  spots.  Nivosus,  2357. 

ii.  Warts  on  top  of  head  numerous,  each  ending  in  a small  cirrus;  occipital 

crests  obsolete,  hidden  in  the  thick  skin ; nasal  spines  also  hidden  in 
the  thick  skin  ; preopercular  spines  small,  almost  concealed,  the  sec- 
ond tubercle-like;  spines  on  shoulder  girdle  obsolete;  head  broad, 
mouth  large;  skin  entirely  smooth,  color  very  dark.  Niger,  2358. 


Subgenus  ACANTHOCOTTUS,  Girard. 

2345.  MVOXOCEPHALIS  BUB.iLIS  (Euphrasen). 

(Father-lasher:  Lucky  Proach.) 

Head  2f ; depth  3J.  D.  VIII,  12;  A.  9;  vertebrie  12-{-17.  Head  broad, 
depressed,  covered  with  soft  skin,  in  which  are  many  mucous  pores;  max- 
illary reaching  past  middle  of  orbit;  upper  preopercular  spine  straight, 
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slightly  longer  tlian  eye;  opercular  spine  granulated  at  base;  small  cirri 
above  eye  and  elsewhere  on  head,  usually  1 on  end  of  maxillary;  cra- 
nial hones  mostly  covered  hy  skin;  lateral  line  with  some  bony  plates, 
which  are  most  distinct  anteriorly,  these  very  much  smaller  than  in 
Enophrijs  bison,  hut  somewhat  similar  in  structure;  interocular  space  very 
narrow,  its  ridges  continuing  backward,  serrated,  each  ending  in  a sharp 
spine;  no  trace  of  slit  behind  last  gill;  spinous  dorsal  low;  anal  small; 
pectorals  reaching  front  of  anal ; ventrals  moderate.  Colors  variegated, 
the  dark  markings  sometimes  red,  corresponding  to  the  hue  of  red  algae. 
Coasts  of  northern  Europe;  abundant  in  rock  pools;  said  to  stray  to 
Greenland,  but  there  is  no  sure  evidence  of  its  occurence  in  any  Ameri- 
can waters.  Liitken  refers  the  Greenland  records  to  J/.  scorpius.  (Eu.) 
(/3ovf3a?iii,  buffalo.) 

Coitus  Mibalis,  Euphrasen,  Kong.  Yet.  Nya  Abliaiidl.  1786,  65,  Taf.  3,  fig.  2,  3,  Sweden; 
Gunther,  Cat,,  u,  164;  Day,  Fish.  Gt.  Brit.  Ireland,  51,  1880;  Jordan  Gilrert, 
Synopsis,  701;  Bean,  Proc.  D.  S.  Kat.  Mus.  1885,  166. 

Coitus  maculatus,  Fischer,*  Jahrh.  Wissenscb.  Anst.,  Hamburg,  ii,  78,  taf.  2,  fig.  8,1885, 
Barbados. 


2346.  MTOXOCEPHALIS  EAEIS  (Mitcbill). 

(Grubby.) 

Head  2f ; depth  1.  D.  IX,  13  or  14;  A.  10  or  11;  V.  I,  3.  Head  rather 
broad,  covered  with  smooth  thin  skin;  no  cirri;  a few  very  small  warts 
between  occipital  ridges;  maxillary  24  in  head,  reaching  to  just  beyond 
pupil ; supraocular  and  occipital  ridges  prominent,  each  with  a low,  blunt- 
ish  spine;  the  region  between  the  supraocular  spines  rather  convex,  the 
space  before  and  behind  it  concave;  nasal  spines  moderate;  upper  pre- 
opercular  spine  shorter  than  eye,  nearly  twice  length  of  next  spine,  about 
reaching  middle  of  opercle.  Lateral  line  complete;  each  x^ore  with  a con- 
cealed cartilaginous  jilate,  scattered,  concealed  asperities  on  skin  of  sides; 


* Concerning  the  identity  of  Coitus  maculatus.  Fischer,  AcanthocotUis  hubalis,  Dr. 
Tarleton  H.  Bean  has  the  'following  pertinent  remarks: 

“In  a recent  extract  from  the  annals  of  the  Scientific  Association  of  Hamburg,  Dr.  J. 
G.  Fischer  has  described  and  figured  a species  of  Coitus  from  Barbados.  The  anomaly 
of  finding  a species  of  this  genus  within  the  tropics  induced  me  to  examine  the  descrip- 
tion very  carefully,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  source  of  Dr.  Fischer’s  specimen.  There 
is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  type  of  his  new  species  is  the  common  Father-lasher  of 
Europe,  and  it  is  a source  of  wonder  that  the  species  should  have  been  misinterpreted. 
After  a study  of  our  examples  of  Coitus  hubalis  from  Bergen  and  Christiania,  in  Norway, 
and  Leeds,  England,  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  they  agree  perfectly  with  the 
description  and  figure  of  Coitus  maculaitts.  In  some  unknown  way  the  locality  of  Dr. 
Fischer's  specimen  lias  been  incorrectly  given,  and  thus  the  describer  of  the  supposed 
new  species  has  been  completely  misled.  Tbe  ditterential  characters  claimed  by  Dr. 
Fischer  for  Cottus  maculatus  do  not  .serve  at  all  to  separate  his  species  from  C.  hubalis. 
The  arrangement  and  number  of  the  spines  on  the  preoperculum  are  precisely  the  same 
in  our  examples  of  Cottus  hubalis  as  represented  in  the  figure  of  C.  maculatus.  The  ven- 
tral and  pectoral  are  not  longer  in  our  specimens  than  they  are  made  to  appear  in  the  fig- 
ure of  the  alleged  new  species.  The  notion  seems  to  have'got  abroad  among  the  European 
ichthyologists  that  North  America  is  a comparatively  benighted  and  barbarous  country, 
whose  natural  history  is  still  in  its  infancy;  it  is  perhaps  owing  to  this  impression  that 
we  are  startled  by  information  concerning'  the  supposed  occurrence  of  Cottus  within  the 
tropics,  and  of  a species  of  Platyce2)hahts  in  the  Potomac  Fiver.  (Platycephalus  amen- 
canus,  Sauvage,  Nouv.  Archiv.  Mus.  (2),  pi.  2,  fig.  3 (head  only).  Potomac  Kiver.)  Our  com- 
mon little  CoUtis  reneuis  of  Mitchill  has  also  been  redescribecl,  from  a New  York  specimen, 
under  the  name  of  Cottus  (Acanthocottus)  anceps.  (Cottus  (Acanthocottus)  anceps,  Sau- 
vage, Nouv.  Archiv.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris  (2),  i,  1878,  p.  145,  pi.  1,  fig.  13.)  As  ageneral  rule 
it  will  be  safe  to  intrust  the  novelties  of  fish  distribution  in  our  country  to  its  resident 
ichthyologists.” 
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dorsal  spines  rather  low,  higher  than  the  soft  rays;  pectorals  reaching 
anal;  no  trace  of  slit  behind  last  gill.  Grayish  olive,  much  variegated 
with  darker;  no  distinct  paler  spots;  back  and  sides  with  broad,  dark, 
irregular  bars;  all  the  fins  barred;  mandible  mottled;  throat  and  belly 
pale;  membrane  of  maxillary  unspotted.  Length  6 to  8 inches.  Coast  of 
southern  New  England  and  New  York;  our  smallest  species;  common  in 
seaweeds  near  shore,  but  having  a very  narrow  range,  (wneus,  brassy.) 

Coitus  ceneus,  Mitchill,  Trans,  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  iST.  Y.,  i,  1815,  381,  New  York ; Goode  &, 
Bean,  Bull.  Essex  Inst.,  xi,  13, 1879;  Jordan  Gilrekt,  Synopsis,  702. 

Coitus  Scorpio,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.,  i,  1815,  381,  New  York. 

Coitus  mitchilU,  Cuvier  Sc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  188, 1829,  New  York  ; after 
Coitus  Scorpio,  Mitchill;  Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.,  ii,  164. 

Coitus  (Acanthocottus)  anceps,  Sauvage,  Nouv.  Archiv.  Mus.  Paris.  (2),  1,  1878,  145,  pi.  1, 
tig.  13,  New  York. 

Coitus  nigricans,  Le  Sueur,  in  Vaillant,  Bull.  Soc.  Philoni.,  serie  8,  tome  viii,  No.  1, 1895. 
12;  no  locality,  with  unpublished  plate  of  Le  Sueur,  1819. 


2347.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  SCOUPIOIDES  (Fabricius). 

(Arctic  Sculpin.) 

Head  3;  depth  D.  IX  or  X,  17 ; A.  12;  V.  I,  3;  lateral  line  38.  Body 
stoutish,  tail  slender.  Head  moderate,  not  depressed;  jaws  short,  the 
maxillary  reaching  middle  of  the  large  eye;  lower  jaw  included;  top  of 
head  concave  between  the  2 occipital  ridges;  these  very  low,  with  obtuse 
tubercles  instead  of  spines,  these  ending  each  in  a small  tentacle,  which 
is  often  obsolete;  preopercular  spines  3,  short,  the  upper  e([ual  to  eye; 
the  second  about  | as  long,  the  lower  directed  downward;  opercular 
spine  obscure;  a short  humeral  and  a short  suprascapular  spine;  nasal 
spines  sharp;  top  of  head  with  smooth  skin.  Skin  nearly  smooth,  some- 
times a few  warts  above  lateral  line.  Isthmus  narrow,  the  fold  across 
it  very  narrow ; no  trace  of  slit  or  pore  behind  last  gill.  Dorsal  fins 
slightly  joined,  the  spines  slender;  pectorals  reaching  past  front  of 
anal.  Coloration,  dark  olive,  finely  mottled  with  paler;  fins  dusky,  with 
paler  spots ; anal  with  2 obliipie  dark  bars ; a pale  blotch  at  base  of  caudal. 
Arctic  regions  of  America;  Greenland  and  neighboring  waters ; common 
about  Disco  Bay,  from  which  locality  we  have  numerous  specimens, 
received  from  Prof.  D’Arcy  W.  Thompson  (Coll.  Lohmann).  {(Snopitio^, 
scorpius ; ei8o?,  likeness.) 

Coitus  scorpioides,  Fabricius,  Fauna  Groenl.,  157,  1780,  Greenland  ; Bean,  Bull.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.,  XV,  122;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  702;  Lutken,  Aft.  Vitlensk.  Med- 
dels.  K.iobenb.,  12, 1876. 

Coitus  pachypus,*  Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.,  ll,  161,  I860,  Port  Leopold.  (Haslar  Coll.) 


* Cottus  pachypxis,  Gunther,  is  thus  described : 

“D.  IX,  16;  A.  12  to  14.  Two  .small  spines  above  the  snout,  an  abtuse  one  above  each 
orbit,  and  a pair  of  obtuse  prominences  on  the  occiput.  The  impression  on  the  crown 
becomes  narrower  posteriorly,  and  is  nearly  twice  as  long  as  broad.  Three  preopercular 
spines,  2 of  which  are  at  the  angle;  the  up])er  is  the  longest,  its  length  being  equal  to  the 
diameter  of  the  eye,  but  less  than  the  width  between  the  orbits.  The  height  of  the  first 
dorsal  is  .somewhat  more  than  the  length  of  the  maxillary  bone;  the  ventral  terminates  at 
a great  distance  from  the  vent,  and  the  pectoral  does  luit  reach  to  the  anal.  Skin  above 
the  lateral  line  with  smooth  warts.  Brownish,  spotted  with  darker  (colors  faded).  Port 
Leopold . 

“Description  of  the  specimen : The  greate.st  height  of  the  body,  in  front  of  the  dorsal, 
is  4|  in  the  total  length;  its  greatest  width,  behind  the  pectorals,  4 times.  The  tail  tapers 
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2348.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  SCORPIUS  (Lmiiieiis). 

(European  Sculpin;  Elke.) 

Head  2^;  deptli  4^.  D.  X,  l(i;  A.  14.  General  characters  of  Myoxo- 
cephalus  grccniandictis,  from  wliieli  it  differs  ehielly  in  the  smaller  size,  the 
narrower  interorbital  space,  which  is  y diameter  of  eye,  and  in  the  lower 
spinons  dorsal,  the  highest  spines  being  about  ^ the  length  to  base  of  cau- 
dal; pore  behind  last  gill  nsually  very  small,  but  evident.  Dark  olivace- 
ous, mottled  with  paler  ; fins  dusky,  with  paler  spots.  Northern  Europe 
and  Arctic  regions,  not  common  on  our  coasts;  recorded  by  Dr.  Liitken 
from  the  Baltic,  Finland,  Spitzbergen,  New  Zeml)la,  coasts  of  England, 
and  Northern  Asia;  recorded  from  Eastport,  Maine.  (En.)  {dHopTtioi, 
scorpion,  the  root  of  our  word  sculpin.) 

Ilka.  Linn^us,  Iter  Scand.,  325. 

Cottux  scorpius,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  265,  1758,  after  Iter  Scand.;  Gunther,  Cat. 
Fishes,  II,  159 ; Bean,  Bull.  U.  S.Nat.  Mus.,  xv,  116;  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
702;  Lilljiborg,  Svei’iges  ocli  Norges  Eiskar,  135, 1891. 


2349.  IIYOXOCEPHALI  S GR(EXLAM)It  US  (Cuvier  Valenciennes). 

(Daddy  Sculpin.) 

Head  24;  depth  44.  D.  X,  17;  A.  14;  V.  I,  3;  P.  18.  Head  large.  Eye 
large,  equal  to  least  interorhital  width  (in  specimens  a foot  long).  Mouth 
large,  the  lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  reaching  posterior  edge  of  orbit 
2\  in  head;  the  supraorbital  and  occipital  spines  blunt,  tubercle-like,  with- 
out cirrus;  a small  tubercular  spine  on  front  of  occipital  ridge;  upper 
preopercular  spine  short,  only  reaching  the  middle  of  oiiercnlar  spine,  its 
length  equaling  eye,  not  twice  that  of  the  sjiine  below  it;  opercular  spine 


much  posteriorly,  and  its  height,  before  the  caudal,  is  21  times  in  the  total  length.  The 
head  is  moderately  broad  and  depressed,  its  length  is  3f  in  the  total.  The  cleft  of  the 
mouth  is  moderate,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  the  vertical  from  the  center  of  the  eye;  the 
snout  is  not  Aery  obtuse,  and  the  upper  jaw  slightly  overhangs  the  lower;  there  is  a pair 
of  small  spines  above  the  snout.  The  siiace  between  the  eyes  is  slightly  concave,  and  its 
width  rather  more  than  the  horizontal  diameter  of  the  eyes;  there  is  an  obtuse  protuber- 
ance above  the  posterior  angle  of  the  orbit,  from  Avhich  a slight  ridge  jiroceeds  to  the 
occipital  protuberance ; the  latter  is  A ery  little  prominent,  and  furnished  with  small  skinny 
tentacle.  The  impression  betAveen  these  2 pairs  of  i)rotul)erances  is  shalloAV,  and  becomes 
narrower  posteriorly,  being  nearly  tAvice  as  long  as  broad.  The  preoperculum  is  armed 
Avith  3 spines,  2 of  which  are  o])posite  the  infraorbital,  the  third  being  situated  at  the 
inferior  extremity  of  the  bone,  pointing  downward.  The  suboperculum  has  a single  spine 
anteriorly,  directed  dowuAvard;  throat  without  spines.  The  spinous  dorsal  begins  at  a 
distance  "from  the  head  which  is  rather  less  than  the  length  of  the  impression  of  the 
croAvn;  it  is  not  continuous  with  the  soft.  The  fourth  spine  is  the  longest,  its  length 
being  someAvhat  less  than  that  of  the  maxillary  bone,  and  a little  less  than  that  of  the 
ninth  ray.  The  caudal  has  the  posterior  margin  .slightly  convex,  and  its  length  is  6^  in 
the  total.  The  anal  is  formed  by  12  rays,  and  begins  in  the  vertical  from  the  fifth  dorsal 
ray,  and  terminates  a little  before  the  opposite  fin;  its  height  equals  that  of  the  spinous 
dorsal.  The  pectoral  is  composed  of  16  simple  rays,  and  reaches  to  the  A'ent,  which  is 
situated  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  total  length.  The  root  of  the  ventrals  falls  behind 
that  of  the  pectoral;  they  terminate  at  a great  distance  from  the  A ent,  and  are  composed 
of  1 spine  and  3 rays.  The  spine  is  enveloped  in  the  same  membrane  with  the  first  ray; 
the  middle  ray  is  the  longest,  fiat  and  compressed  like  the  interior.  The  lateral  line  is 
continued  to  the  caudal,  and  is  composed  of  elongate  bony  tubes,  38  in  number.  This 
specimen  is'  nearly  entirely  smooth,  exhibiting,  liOAvever,  some  flat  and  smooth  warts 
above  the  lateral  line ; it  is  a female.  The  young  specimen  differs  from  the  adult  one  in 
haA’ing  14  anal  rays.  The  colors  have  someAvhat  faded;  the  upper  parts  are  broAATi,  Avith 
some  darker  .spots;  the  pectoral,  dorsal,  and  caudal  fins  appear  to  haAv.  been  spotted,  the 
spots  being  arranged  in  bauds;  the  lower  part  of  the  sides  Avith  several  Avhite  spots.” 
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sharp;  nasal  spines  sharp;  suprascapular  s})ine  rather  strong,  shortisli. 
Sides  of  body  above  lateral  line  with  a series  of  embedded  prickly  plat(*8, 
below  which  are  numerous  scattered  spiiies  and  prickles.  Dorsal  and  anal 
fins  high;  spinous  and  soft  dorsals  about  equal  in  height,  their  Indght 
more  than  \ length  of  body;  ventrals  long;  pectorals  about  reaching  vent. 
Dark  brown  above,  with  broad  darker  bars;  below  yellowish,  the  belly  in 
the  male  with  large  pale  spots ; back  and  top  of  head  Avith  grayishblotches ; 
fins  brown  and  yellow,  all  of  them  spotted  and  barred.  Sexual  dif- 
ferences large,  the  males  more  brightly  colored;  the  round  white  spots 
strongly  marked,  the  females  with  rough  crests  on  the  head.  Length  25 
iuehes.  New  York  to  Greenland,  common;  one  of  the  largest  sculpins. 
Here  described  from  specimens  from  Cape  Cod.  Very  close  to  Myoxo- 
cephalus  scorpias,  which  it  replaces  on  our  coast  and  of  which  Dr.  Liitken 
regards  it  as  a variety.  Lilljiborg  regards  the  2 as  identical,  a view  not 
unlikely  correct.  According  to  Ensign  H.  G.  Dresel,  M.  (jrocnlandicus 
(lifters  from  M.  scorpim  (1)  in  its  larger  size ; (2)  in  the  greater  interorbital 
width  which  in  M.  scorpius  seldom  exceeds  f of  the  longest  diameter  of 
the  eye;  and  (3)  in  the  higher  spinous  dorsal,  the  longest  dorsal  spine  in 
M.  granlandicus  bedng  contained  5 to  6 times  in  the  total  length  of  the 
caudal  l)a8e,  Aidiile  in  M.  scorpim  it  is  contained  as  much  as  7 to  8 times  in 
the  same  length. 

According  to  Fabricius  this  species  is  abundant  ‘Gn  all  the  bays  and 
inlets  of  Greenland,  but  prefers  a stony  coast  clothed  with  seaweed.  It 
approaches  the  shore  in  spring  and  departs  in  Avinter.  It  is  A^ery  voracious, 
preying  on  eAUH’ything  that  comes  in  its  way,  and  pursuing  incessantly 
the  smaller  lish,  not  sparing  the  young  of  its  OAvn  species,  and  dcAuniring 
Crustacea  and  worms.  It  is  A ery  active  and  bold,  Init  does  not  come  to  the 
surface  unless  it  be  led  thither  in  imrsuit  of  other  ftsh.  It  spawns  in 
December  and  January,  and  deposits  its  red-colored  roe  on  the  seaweed. 
It  is  easily  taken  Avith  a bait,  and  constitutes  the  daily  food  of  the  Green- 
landers, who  are  very  fond  of  it.  They  eat  the  roe  raAA^’’ 

According  to  Liitken,  the  Greenland  Sculpin  ((jranlandicus)  is  not  sepa- 
rated from  scorpius  by  any  character  trenchant  or  constant.  lu  Greenland 
it  inhabits  slight  depths  up  to  12  fathoms;  the  young  in  40  to  100  fathoms. 
There  is  great  variation,  especially  in  liii  rays.  In  counting  extreme  cases 
both  forms  have  the  following  range : D.  IX  to  XI,  14  to  19 ; P.  15  to  19;  A. 
11  to  15.  Normally,  hoAvever,  the  range  is  D.  X,  16  or  17 ; P.  17 ; A.  13  or  14. 
VertebiiB  usually  14-f25  = 39,  in  a rare  case  13-|-23  = 36.  Pyloric  cteca  8, 
rarely  10  or  11. 

Cottus  scorpius,  Fabricius,  Famia  Grcenlaiulica,  156, 1780,  Greenland. 

Coitus  groenlandicus,  Cuauer  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  156, 1829,  after  Fabri- 
cius; Gunther,  Cat.  Fish.,  ii,  161,  I860;  Goode  & Bean,  Bull.  Essex  Inst.,  xi,  13, 1879. 
Cottus  scorpius  groenlandicxis,  Lutken,  Vid.  Medd.  K.jdb.,  12,  1876;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  703 ; Dresel,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  252. 

Cottus  porosus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  a'Iii,  498,1831,  Baffins  Bay. 
(Coll.  Guedon  and  Ducrost.) 

xlcanthocottus  mucosus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  1854, 12. 

Ananthocottus  variabilis,  Girard,  Boston  Journ.  Nat.  Hist.,  vi,  1850,  248;  D.  H.  Storer, 
Hist.  Fish,  Mass.,  26. 
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Acanthocottus  ocellatus,  H.  K.  Stoeer,  Bost.,Journ.  Nat.  Hist.  18.50, 253 ; male. 

Coitus  glacialis,  Hichaedson,  in  Belcher,  Last  Arctic  Voyage  H.  M.  S.  Assistance,  1853, 
App.  3,  pi.  24,  Northumberland  Sound.  (Coll.  Sir  Edward  Belcher.) 

2350.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  OCTODEt  IMSPIYOSUS  (Mitcliill). 

{LONG-SPINED  SCULPIN.) 

Head  2A;  depth  5^.  D.  IX,  15 ; A.  14 ; V.  I,  3.  Body  very  slender,  taper- 
ing: backward  to  the  long  and  slender  candal  peduncle.  Head  long  and 
narrow ; mouth  moderate,  the  lower  jaw  included ; maxillary  not  extending 
past  eye,  2i  in  head.  Upper  preopercular  spine  extremely  long,  longer 
than  in  any  other  species  of  the  genus,  3^  in  head ; longer  than  eye,  extend- 
ing to  or  beyond  tip  of  ojiercular  spine,  its  length  more  than  4 times  that 
of  the  short  spine  below  it;  third  spine  turned  downward:  nasal  spines 
strong;  a strong  spine  at  upper  posterior  margin  of  orbit  directed  upward 
and  backward;  occipital  ridges  long,  low,  converging  behind,  each  ending 
in  a similar  spine,  sharp  and  directed  backward;  a single  sharp  supra- 
scapular spine;  a sharp  spine  on  shoulder  girdle  at  tip  of  the  sharp 
opercular  spine ; the  usual  downward-directed  spines  on  preopercle  and 
sul)opercle.  Vertex  nearly  Hat,  bounded  by  low  ridges.  No  cirri  on  head ; 
skin  of  head  smooth.  Eye  very  large,  as  long  as  snout,  44  in  head,  much 
wider  than  the  concave  interorbital  space.  Skin  without  rough  tubercles ; 
lateral  line  Avith  a series  of  jiartly  concealed  cartilaginous  plates.  Dorsal 
tins  Avell  separated;  spinous  dorsal  higher  than  solt  dorsal,  the  spines 
strong,  the  longest  nearly^  head;  pectorals  reaching  anal;  Axntrals  not 
to  vent ; no  trace  of  slit  behind  last  gill.  Olivaceous,  Avith  4 obscure  trans- 
A'erse  dark  bars,  paler  below;  fins  barred  and  mottled;  jaAA's  unspotted; 
lower  side  of  head  plain  Avhite ; belly  Avhite.  Length  about  a foot.  Atlan- 
tic coast,  from  Labrador  south  to  Adrginia,  common  aliout  Cape  Cod;  a 
strongly  marked  species,  easily  known  by  its  long  spine  and  by  the  sharp 
spine  at  the  occiput,  there  being  18,  really  20,  distinct  spines  about  the 
head,  (octodecim,  eighteen]  .spinosM.s,  spined.) 

Scorpius  virginiamis,  AVillughby,  Hist.  Pise.,  App.,  25,  pi.  10,  fig.  15  (nonbinomial). 

Coitus  octodecimspinosus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  N.  Y.,  i,  1815, 380,  New  York ; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  163. 

Coitus  virginianus,  Stoeer,  Kept.  Fish.  Mass.,  18,1838,  coast  of  eastern  Massachusetts; 
De  Kay,  NeAv  York  Fauna : Fishes,  51,  pi.  5,  fig.  13,  1842;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  SA'nop- 
sis,  701, 1883 ; Girard,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  iii,  187. 

Acanthocottus  virginianus,  Storee,  Hist.  Fish.  Mass.,  28,  pi.  4,  fig.  2, 1867. 

Subgenus  MYOXOCEPHALUS. 

2351.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  POLYACAMHOCEPHALUS,  Pallas. 

(Great  Sculpin;  Kalog.) 

Head  24;  depth  4^.  D.  IX  or  X,  13  to  16;  A.  11  to  13.  Body  rather 
elongate.  Head  long  and  narrow,  someAvhat  compressed,  concave  between 
the  orbits,  the  orbital  rim  being  elevated;  lower  jaw  included;  nasal 
spines  strong;  a strong  ridge  aboA^e  eye,  Avith  a blunt,  compressed  spine 
behind  it;  behind  this  a small  digitate  cluster  of  ridges  ending  in  low 
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spiuos;  behind  these  an  irregnlar  broken  ridgo  on  each  side;  of  tiie  vertex, 
extending  to  the  occiput;  outside  of  this  another  ragged  ridge;  snbor- 
bital  stay  strong,  striate ; upper  preopercular  spine  very  long,  straight, 
sini])le,  striate  at  base,  longer  than  eye;  a similar  but  shorter  spine  below 
it,  not  i as  long,  and  the  usual  downward-directed  spine  at  lower  edge  of 
preopercle  and  subopercle;  opercular  spine  moderate.  Skin  of  top  of 
head  thin,  with  small,  smooth  warts,  not  hiding  the  occipital  ridges;  no 
eirri.  Mouth  rather  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  beyond  eye,  i length  of 
head ; skin  of  body  with  some  scattered  rough  tubercles,  usually  nearly 
smooth.  Dorsals  not  very  high;  dorsal  spines  slender;  pectorals  reaching 
anal;  ventrals  moderate,  I,  3.  A minute  pore  usually  present  behind  last 
gill,  this  sometimes  wholly  wanting.  Lateral  line  complete.  Dark  olive 
above,  much  variegated  with  darker  and  reddish;  belly  mostly  whitish ; 
sides  and  belly  (in  males)  with  numerous  blackish  reticulations  surround- 
ing large  round  white  spots ; jaws  dusky,  mottled  with  whitish ; membrane 
joining  maxillary  to  preorbital  black,  with  round  white  spots  in  the  adult, 
more  or  less  plain  in  the  young;  fins,  all  but  the  ventrals,  mottled  and 
barred  with  blackish  and  yellowish.  Length  1^  to  2^  feet.  Alaska  to 
Kamchatka;  abundant  throughout  Lering  Sea,  and  southward  along  the 
islands  to  Puget  Sound ; one  of  the  largest  sculpins  and  everywhere  familiar 
to  fishermen.  Dr.  Gilbert  found  it  abiindant  about  Unalaska  and  in  Bris- 
tol Bay.  Mr.  Scofield  found  it  at  Chignek  Harbor,  and  we  obtained  it 
about  the  Pribilof  * and  Commander  Islands  and  at  Petropaulski.  (7toA.v<;, 
many;  d xarO a,  sipinej  xe^aA-h,  head.) 

Cottus  polyacanthocephalus,  Pallas,  Zoogr.  Kosso-Asiat.,  iii,  133, 1811,  Aleutian  Islands; 
no  definite  locality;  GOxther,  Cat.,  ir,  166;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  704, 1883, 

2362.  MYOXOCEPIIALUS  JAOK  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

D.  VIII  to  X,  15*  to  17;  A.  13  to  15  (usually  D.  IX,  16;  A.  14).  This  spe- 
cies has  a very  slender  body  and  an  extremely  wide,  flat  head,  the  latter 
strikingly  triangular  when  viewed  from  aliove,  on  account  of  the  regular 
way  in  which  it  tapers  toward  the  snout.  The  species  is  further  distin- 
guished by  possessing  but  9 dorsal  spines  and  by  the  presence  in  the  adult 
of  an  irregular  series  of  circular  spinous  plates  above  the  lateral  line,  these 
jilates  Avanting  in  very  young  individuals.  They  begin  to  make  their 
appearance  in  specimens  6 inches  long,  and  are  invariably  present  in 
larger  specimens.  In  adults,  the  region  b<dow  the  lateral  line  contains 
strong  sinuous  prickles  mostly  concealed  in  the  skin  and  directed  back- 
ward. Some  of  the  anterior  ones  may  bo  broader  and  may  have  more  than 
one  point,  but  none  is  circular  with  a rosette  of  short  spinous  points,  as 
is  the  case  Avith  the  dorsal  series.  Lower  jaAV  included;  top  of  head  coa^- 
ered  with  small  warts;  scapular  spine  short  and  sharp;  humeral  spine 
obscure;  upper  preopercular  spine  very  long,  nearly  as  long  as  eye,  low, 
sharp,  3 times  length  of  next  spine,  not  quite  reaching  tip  of  opercular 

* SeA^eral  specimens  from  TJualaska,  Avliere  the  species  is  abumlaiit,  ami  1 from  Robben 
Island,  the  latter  perfectly  typical  in  all  respects  and  giA^ing  us  the  first  Kamchat- 
kan record  for  the  species.  In  the  Robben  Island  specimen,  the  pectoral  rays  are  rough- 
ened on  their  inner  surface  Avith  horny  tubercles,  as  is  usual  with  adult  males  of  this 
species.  The  fin  rays  are : D.  X,  14 ; A.  12 ; P.  18. 

3030 47 


1978 


Bulletin  ^ United  States  National  Museum. 


spine.  Occipital  crests  long,  gently  converging  beliind,  suddenly  diverging 
near  tlieir  posterior  ends.  Distance  from  supraorbital  to  occipital  tnbercle 
1|  times  tlie  distance  between  the  2 supraorbital  tubercles  (tbe  2 measnre- 
menis  ahont  equal  in  M.  pohjacanfhocephalus)]  2 or  3 low  digitate  ridges 
behind  supraocular  spine;  a sharp  ethmoidal  ridge  extends  l)ackward 
from  level  of  small  siiines  to  above  front  of  pupil;  mouth  very  large,  the 
maxillary  extending  to  posterior  border  of  eye;  the  pore  always  present 
behind  last  gill  arch;  spinous  dorsal  low,  the  interval  between  dorsals 
unusually  long;  fins  moderate;  pectoral  barely  reaching  anal;  ventrals 
not  to  vent.  Color  olive  grayish,  mottled  with  darker,  paler  than  in 
related  species;  back  with  4 dark  cross  bands,  made  up  of  blackish  spots; 
lower  side  of  head  and  belly  i^lain  white;  membrane  of  upper  jaw 
unspotted;  fins,  all  except  the  ventrals,  with  oblique  dark  bars,  fainter 
than  in  most  species.  In  the  adult,  the  dark  cross  bands  break  up 
into  sharply  defined  black  spots,  with  vermiculating  blotches  and  lines 
which  closely  cover  the  back.  Length  12  to  18  inches.  Bering  Sea,  in 
shallow  water;  everywhere  common  on  both  coasts,  extending  iiito  the 
Arctic  and  south  to  the  Amur  Kiver  and  Unalaska.  Our  specimens  from 
Unalaska,  Bristol  Bay,  Petropaulski,  Robben  Reef,  Port  Clarence,  and 
Grantley  Harl)or;  one  of  the  most  characteristic  fishes  of  Bering  Sea. 
{jaolc,  the  vernacular  name  in  Kamchatka.) 

Cothts  jaok*  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  172,  1829,  Kamchatka  (Coll. 

Pallas;  specimen  in  Mrs.  Berl.  called  Cottus  scorpins  by  Pallas)  ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii. 

165,  I860;  Jordan  &,  Gilbert,  Sjmopsis,  705, 1883. 

Myoxocejjhalus  jaok,  Jordan  & Gilbert,!  Eept.  Fur  Seal  Invest.  1898. 


* Oo?!t<sjaoA:  is  thus  described:  “D  VII,  15;  A.  11.  M.  Liclienstein  has  kindly  confided 
to  us  the  individual  'which  served  Pallas  for  the  description  of  tlie  "reat  Cottxls  of  Kam- 
chatka, which  he  believed  the  same  species  as  our  scorpius.  We  have  compared  it  care- 
fully with  our  individuals  from  Euiope  and  we  liave  found  that  it  has,  in  fact,  several 
characters,  notably,  that  the  spines  of  its  preopercle  are  similarly  disposed  and  of  the 
same  proportions,  but  its  ditierences  are  many.  Instead  of  tubercles  it  has  behind  the 
eye,  behind  the  cranium,  and  on  the  temple,'  some  light  granulations.  Along  its  back, 
above  the  lateral  line,  is  a row  of  scales  quite  unlike  those  of  scorpius.  They  are  round, 
a little  concave ; their  surface  is  rough,  and  their  edge  surrounded  with  small  slender 
points,  but  above  the  lateral  line  there  are  some  like  those  of  scoipius.  The  first  dorsal 
is  lower,  shorter,  and  I have  been  able  to  find  but  7 rays.  Pallas  counted  but  6.  Its  size 
is  much  greater  than  that  of  the  Sculpins  in  Europe.  The  individual  before  us  is  21 
inches  long.  Pallas  mentions  them  of  2 feet.  He  thus  gives  the  coloration:  Back  red- 
dish, with  scattered  brown  spots,  small,  irregular,  disappeaiing  by  degrees  below  the 
lateral  line;  belly  white;  5 brown,  irregular  transverse  bands  on  the  pectoral ; spinous 
dorsal  spotted  with  brown:  soft  dorsal  with  4 vertical  brown  bauds;  caudal  with  3;  3 
bands  on  the  anal.  The  fish  is  very  active  in  life.  Pallas  was  told  that  it  would  live  for 
2 days  oirt  of  water ; even  after  being  eviscerated  and  being  in  the  smoke  to  dry,  it  would 
Avave  for  several  hours.  It  is  called  by  the  Kamtschadales  Jaok;  by  the  Koriakes,  Ilaal; 
by  the  Kouriles,  Susiatki  and  Keischag  ( ?).  The  Russians  of  Kamchatka  call  it  liamscha, 
and  the  Lamutes,  Takfchi.  (Ciwier  A Valenciennes.)  ” 
t Concerning  the  synonymy  of  this  species,  Jordan  A Gilbert  observe:  In  a report  on 
the  ichthyological  collections  of  the  JZ&atros.s  in  Alaska  (Report  U.  S.  Commissioner  of 
Fish  aud  Fisheries  for  1893,  p.  421),  Dr.  Gilbert  writes  as  follows : “J..  humilis closely  re- 
sembles the  description  of  A.  jaok,  Avith  Avhich  it  may  Avell  be  identical.  We  do  not  A'en- 
ture  to  make  this  identification,  as  A.  jaok  is  said  to  liaA'e  but  7 dorsal  spines,  a number 
we  liaA-e  not  found  in  A.  humilis."  On  further  consideration  we  liaA  e decided  that  the  2 
must  be  identical.  The  type  of  jaok  Avas  a large  dried  specimen,  the  same  which  had 
sei’AUHl  Pallas  for  his  account  of  Cottus  scorpius.  In  such  a dried  specimen  it  Avould  be 
A-ery  difiicult  to  enumerate  correctly  the  Ioav  feeble  spines,  of  which  the  first  2 are  very 
closely  approximated,  and  the  last  1 often  minute  and  hidden  in  the  membrane.  Htimilis 
is  abundant  along  the  coast  of  Kamchatka  and  agrees  with  the  account  of  jaok  in  haAung 
the  upper  parts  coA’ered  with  small  broAvn  spots,  the  back  with  a series  of  round  spinous 
plates,  and  the  sides  below  the  lateral  line  Avith  posteriorly  directed  spines ; italso  agrees 
in  reaching  a very  large  size.  In  the  description  of  jaok  the  fin  formula,  except  the 
number  of  dorsal  spines,  is  that  most  frequently  found  in  humilis.  Specimens  are  before 
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Cottus  humilis,  Bean,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Miis.,  iv,  1881,  141),  Chamisso  Island,  Bering 
Straits  (Coll.  T.  H.  Bean);  D.  X,  16;  A.  13;  Jordan  &.  Cilbert,  Synopsis,  705, 1883. 
Cottus  polyacanthocephalus,  Kner,  Sitzb.  Akad.  Wiss. 'Wien,  LViii,  1868,  21,  taf.  4,  iig.  11, 
Decasti’is  Bay ; not  of  Pallas. 

Cottus  tce^iiiopterus,  Bean  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896,  384;  not  of  Kner. 

2353.  HIOXOCEPIIALUS  VERRUCOSUS  (Bean). 

D.  X or  XI,  15  to  19;  A.  12  to  17  (usually  D.  X,  16;  A.  13).  Top  of  lioad 
strongly  vernicose,  tlie  preopercular  spine  short;  supraorbital  and  occip- 
ital tilameuts  present.  The  adults  have  spinous  plates  along  the  sides, 
extremely  high  vertical  lins,  and  very  large  supraorbital  and  occipital 
tubercles,  from  the  summits  of  which  the  tubercles  arise.  Spinous  plates 
above  the  latt'ral  line  similar  to  those  found  in  J/.  jaok,  the  anterior  ones  at 
least  being  circular  with  a depressed  center,  and  having  the  margin  pro- 
vided with  a series  of  short,  strong  spines,  sometimes  interrupted  for  a 
short  distance  anteriorly.  Under  the  soft  dorsal  and  on  the  caudal  pedun- 
cle the  plates  are  smaller  and  h^ss  regular,  b<‘iug  often  reduced  to  very 
small  iilates  bearing  2 or  3 prickles  directed  backward  from  the  margin. 
B(‘low  the  lateral  line  are  ])lat(‘S  similar  to  those  above,  but  feAver.  The 
cephalic  tubercles  are  undcweloped  in  the  young,  but  become  very  conspic- 
uous in  half-grown  and  adults.  One  above  posterior  margin  of  orbit  and 
1 at  hinder  edge  of  occiput  ar<‘.  the  largest  and  bear  short  filaments.  Thes(‘. 
rise  very  abruptly  without  evident  connection  with  ridges.  Behind  the 
supraorbital  tubercle  is  a smaller  one,  sometimes  accompanied  by  1 or  2 still 
smaller  elevations,  r(‘calling  in  their  arrangement  the  digitate  postocular 
ridges  of  M.  jaok  and  Af. poJyavautItoccphxthis.  A smaller  tubercle  is  pres- 
ent also  immediately  in  advance  of  the  principal  occipital  one.  Lower 
jaw  included.  Preopercular  spine  short,  the  upper  one  not  exceeding, 
sometimes  much  h'ss  than,  longitudinal  diameter  of  orbit.  A well-devel- 
oped pore  behind  last  gill.  Dorsals  very  high,  Avithout  appreciable  inter- 
space, the  longest  spine  sometimes  equaling  length  of  snout  and  eye,  2^  in 
head,  equaling  the  longest  rays  of  soft  dorsal.  The  largest  specimen  s(‘en 
by  us  is  nearly  uniform  in  the  (“oloration  of  the  upjx'r  parts,  showing  but 
faint  traces  of  the  dark  bars  usually  found  in  this  group.  In  all  other 
specimens  these*  are  distinctly  marked,  though  more  irregular  and  less 
sharplj"^  defined  than  in  M.  HeUuris  and  M.  poJyacanthocephaJus.  As  usual, 
there  is  a broad  bar  under  spinous  dorsal,  2 narrower  ones  under  soft  dor- 

iLs  from  retropaulski  and  from  Stations  3646  and  3648,  otf  Robben  Island,  in  18  and  20 
fathoms.  All  ofthe.se  have  the  supraocular  and  occipital  crests  higher  and  sharper  than 
in  those  from  the  eastern  portion  of  Bering  Sea,  and  the  preopercular  spines  are  longer, 
usually  reaching  in  young  examph^s  to  or  beyond  opercular  margin.  These  are,  however, 
characters  subject  to  much  variation  Avithin  this  group,  in  which  it  will  always  he  unsafe 
to  recognize  subspecies,  unless  based  on  very  extensive  collections.  Our  21  specimens 
sliow  the  following  lin  formuhe : 
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sal,  and  a fourth  on  end  of  caudal  peduncle ; ground  color  unusually  pale. 
In  a highly  colored  male  the  lower  part  of  sides  is  blackish,  provided  with 
roundish,  large,  Avhite  spots,  the  margins  of  which  are  often  made  con- 
spicuous by  a series  of  minute  black  specks ; fins  conspicuously  barred. 
In  most  specimens  a broad  band  of  the  light  ground  color  crosses  occipital 
region  and  extends  backward  and  doAviiAvard,  including  margin  of  pre- 
opercle  above  the  spines  and  the  greater  portion  of  opercle.  Arctic  Ocean 
and  Bering  Sea;  Unalaska  and  Bristol  Bay;  taken  by  the  Alhatross  jit 
depths  of  5 to  30  fathoms,  and  taken  by  Mr.  Scofield  at  Kings  Island, 
Port  Clarence,  and  Grantly  Harbor;  originally  recorded  from  Plover  Bay. 
(Gilbert.)  Here  described  from  adult  specimens  10  inches  long,  (verru- 
cosus, warty.) 

Coitus  verrucosus,  Bean,  Proc.  tJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.,  iv,  1881, 152,  Plover  Bay,  Siberia  (Coll.  T. 

H.  Bean) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  707,  1883. 

Acanthocottus  verrucosus,  Gilbert,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  (1893)  1896,421;  Scofield,  in 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Kept.  Fur  Seal  InA^est.,  1898. 

2354.  MTOXOCEPHALUS  AXILLARIS  (Gill). 

Head  2f ; horizontal  diameter  of  orbit  5 in  head  and  11  in  snout;  inter- 
orbital space  6 in  head;  depth  4^;  maxillary  reaching  vertical  with  poste- 
rior edge  of  eye,  2^  in  head;  D.  IX  or  X,  15  or  16;  A.  11  or  12;  pectoral  15 
or  16;  caudal  with  9 branched  rays;  lateral  line  40.  Head  wide  and 
depressed;  mouth  horizontal;  lower  jaw  included;  nasal  spine  well  devel- 
ojied,  but  completely  covered  by  the  skin.  Preopercle  with  a straight  spine 
at  its  upper  angle  almost  coA^ered  with  skin  and  equal  in  length  to  Amrtical 
diameter  of  orbit;  a second  spine  immediately  beloAv  this,  completely 
coA^ered  by  the  skin  and  i as  long  as  upper  spine;  at  the  lower  angle  of 
the  preopercle  there  is  a tubercle  ; opercle  with  a strong  horizontal  spine 
at  its  upper  angle,  completely  embedded  in  the  membrane  and  not  reach- 
ing edge  of  gill  flap.  At  the  lower  angle  of  the  opercle  there  is  a small, 
downward-directed  spine,  also  completely  coA^ered  by  skin;  suprascapular 
sjiine  Avell  dcA^eloped,  but  completely  emliedded;  humeral  spine  blunt  and 
covered;  occipital  ridges  scarcely  eleAmted,  a slight  pineal  elevation;  4 
broad,  conspicuous  tentacles  corresponding  to  the  positions  of  the  supra- 
ocular and  occipital  tubercles;  orbital  rims  considerably  elevated,  haAing 
a flat,  depressed  space  betAveen  them;  to])  of  the  head  covered  with  small, 
wart-like  elevations.  Lateral  line  inconspicuous,  without  plates,  its  pores 
distant  and  small;  above  the  lateral  line  a row  of  osseous  plates,  smaller 
and  more  closely  i)laced  beneath  the  second  dorsal;  a similar  scattered 
roAV  lielow  the  lateral  Hue  just  lieneath  the  second  dorsal;  longest  ray  of 
first  dorsal  (the  fourth  or  fifth)  2-^  times  in  head,  first  6 rays  about  equal 
in  length;  second  dorsal  higher  and  about  the  same  shape  as  the  first,  the 
longest  ray  Ifo  in  head;  caudal  truncated,  the  corners  about  square;  pec- 
torals large  and  reaching  to  second  raj^  of  anal ; Amntrals  scarcely  reaching 
vent.  Color  above  quite  dark,  strongly  marked  Avith  black  and  white;  a 
saddle  of  black  under  the  anterior  f of  first  dorsal;  2 similar  but  smaller 
saddle  markings  over  the  back  below  the  second  dorsal,  1 l)eneath  the 
anterior,  the  other  beneath  the  iiosterior  end;  a black  blotch  on  the  side 
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of  the  caudal  peduncle,  a characteristic  marking  in  several  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  genus;  ventral  surface  lighter;  sides  with  largo,  ovate  whit('. 
spots;  4 or  5 bright  cream  spots  at  edge  of  the  black  and  hidden  by  the 
pectorals;  mandil)les  mostly  black;  lower  lip  with  l)lack  mottlings;  angle 
of  mouth  light;  tip  of  maxillaries  black;  a black  blotch  at  isthmus  just 
back  of  membrane;  lirst  dorsal  mostly  black;  a white  blotch  covering 
lower  4'  of  membranes  between  fourth  and  sixth  spines;  from  the  upper 
anterior  angle  of  this  blotch  the  white  extends  across  the  fourth  spine  and 
runs  into  the  spot  at  the  edge  of  the  membrane  and  between  the  third 
and  fourth  spines ; at  the  edge  of  the  membrane  and  between  each  2 spim;s 
there  is  a white  spot,  very  small  between  first  and  second,  but  increasing 
in  size  i^osteriorly  and  between  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth, 
running  together,  leaving  a tip  of  black  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  spine; 
second  dorsal  black  with  a few  circular  white  spots,  each  spot  with  its 
center  on  a fin  ray  and  its  edge  reaching  to  middle  of  membrane;  these 
spots  inclined  to  run  together;  caudal  mostly  black,  partially  divided  l)y 
narrow  interspace  of  white  into  2 heavy  vertical  bands;  anal  colored 
similar  to  the  second  dorsal ; tips  of  rays  and  edge  of  membrane  white ; 
ventrals  with  several  black  spots;  pectorals  black  with  oval  white  spots 
on  membranes,  which  Join  each  other  imperfectly  across  the  rays  to  form 
4 or  5 interru])ted  vertical  bars  of  black;  2 white  spots  at  base  of  rays. 
(Scofield.)  Arctic  Oc(*an  and  Bering  Sea;  chi(‘Hy  northward.  The  speci- 
mens here  described  from  Port  Clarence,  Chignik  Bay,  and  Herendeen 
Ibiy,  Also  known  from  Bering  Straits  and  St.  Michaels,  {axillaris,  per- 
taining to  the  axil,  or  armpit.) 

Boreocottus'^  axillaris,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1859,166,  Bering  Straits. 

Gottiis  axillaris,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  706,  1883. 

Myoxocephalus  axillaris,  Scofield,  Kept.  Fur  Seal  Investigations,  1898. 


2356.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  STELLEIU,  Tilesius. 

D.  IX  (rarely  VIII),  15  (rarely  16);  A.  12  (11  to  13).  Resembling  in 
shape  M.  ijolyacanthoeeplialus,  the  head  less  depressed  and  the  snout  deeper 
than  in  M.  Jaok.  Characteristic  features  are  the  thickened  papillose 
lips,  the  presence  of  a supraocular  tentacle,  and  the  peculiar  coloration. 
Skin  naked  or  with  a few  scattered  small  ])lat('8  in  adult  males,  the  inter- 
orbital deei)ly  concave,  and  the  occipital  and  parietal  ridges  heavy  and 
more  or  less  broken  or  rugose.  Head  2f  to  2^  in  length;  dejith  4;  least 
depth  of  caudal  peduncle  l^-  in  snout;  greatest  width  of  head  eciualing 


* This  species  is  the  type  of  the  nominal  genus  Boreocottus.  Gill,  thus  described  by  Gill: 
“ body  subcylindrical,  rajudly  declining  to  the  caudal  lin.  Skiu  mostly  naked,  or  with 
small  and  distinct  tubercles  above  the  lateral  line.  Lateral  line  opening  on  the  sides 
through  small  distant  pores.  Head  large,  depressed,  and  subrhomboidal;  nasal  spines 
small;  preoperele  with  2 simple  spines  near  the  angle  and  2 tubercles  below;  opercle 
with  a longitudinal  rib  terminating  in  a si)ine  and  witli  a round  membranaceous  mar- 
gin; subopeicle  with  a spine  directed  downward.  Postorhital  longitudinal  crests  little 
developed.  Mouth  moderate.  Teeth  villiform,  pre.sent  on  each  Jaw  and  on  the  front 
of  the  vomer,  branchiustegal  membrane  continuous  under  the  throat,  but  attached  along 
the  middle  of  its  length  almost  to  its  margin,  and  thus  nearly  restricting  the  branchial 
ai)ertures  to  their  respective  sides.  Branchiostegal  rays  6.  Dorsals  .separate,  the  first 
low,  highest  at  the  middle.  Ventrals  small,  moderately  approximated,  and  behind  the  pec- 
torals, each  with  a spine  and  3 soft  rays.” 
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distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  base  of  preopercular  spine;  depth  of  bead 
at  occiput  equaling  ^ its  length.  Month  large,  the  lower  jaw  included, 
but  less  conspicuously  overlapped  than  in  J/.  }ao]i,  the  maxillary  reaching 
beyond  the  eye,  in  head.  Lips  very  thick  and  fleshy  in  adults,  the 
inner  margin  of  each  with  a dense  band  of  fine  papilhe ; lower  lip  may  also 
bear  externally  a few  papilhe  or  short  filaments;  a fleshy  slip  or  filament 
often  present  on  upper  posterior  angle  of  maxilla.  Nasal  spines  pungent, 
rather  short;  preopercle  with  2 diverging  spines  at  angle  and  a third  re- 
mote one  below  directed  downward  and  forward;  the  upper  spine  varying 
in  length,  but  extending  usually  about  halfway  to  tip  of  opercular  spine; 
opercle  with  a strong  rib  and  spine;  humeral  and  snbopercular  spines 
strong;  iuterorbital  width  5^  to  6 in  head,  gently  concave,  its  floor  usu- 
ally with  traces  of  2 low  ridges;  a definite  supraorbital  tentacle  borne  on 
the  anterior  end  of  the  occipital  ridge,  its  basal  tubercle  never  conspicu- 
ous; slender  occipital  tentacle  often  present,  especially  in  the  young^ 
but  not  infrequently  absent;  ridges  on  occiput  strong,  often  irregular  or 
partly  interrupted,  their  surface  roughened  with  lengthwise  lines  or  with 
clusters  of  granules;  occiput  more  deeply  concave  than  in  M.  polyacantho- 
cephalus;  usually  a cluster  of  short  digitate  ridges  behind  the  eye;  top 
and  sides  of  head  with  small,  warty  ])rotuberances.  A minute  pore  behind 
last  gill,  to  be  detected  with  difficulty  in  the  young.  Dorsals  with  short 
interspace  or  none,  the  membrane  from  last  spine  usually  joining  base  of 
first  soft  ray;  spinous  dorsal  very  high  in  adult  males,  the  fifth  spiiie 
highest,  i as  long  as  head,  longest  soft  ray  2f  in  head;  pectorals  reach- 
ing front  of  anal,  the  veutrals  not  to  vent;  vertical  fins  much  lower  in  the 
young.  Skin  smooth,  without  plates  or  spines  in  young  7 or  8 inches  long; 
1 adult  male  of  14  inches  with  scattered  small  subcircular  spinous  plates, 
all  but  a few  of  which  are  below  the  lateral  line.  In  the  young  the  max- 
illary and  mandibular  membranes  are  whitish,  very  conspicuously  marked 
with  irregular  jet-black  spots  and  blotches;  branchiostegal  and  gular 
membranes  and  the  membrane  behind  the  preopercle  crossed  with  narrow 
dark  streaks ; entire  under  side  of  head  faintly  dusky,  mottled  and  macu- 
lated with  white  “like  a frog’s  belly;”  iris  with  small  black  S2)ots  and 
blotches ; these  colors  fainter  in  our  adult  specimen,  where  the  under  side 
of  head  is  nearly  uniform  whitish;  the  maxillary  membranes,  however, 
conspicuously  black  spotted ; body  brownish,  with  3 light-gray  saddles, 
the  most  conspicuous  crossing  the  back  of  the  caudal  peduncle  immedi- 
ately behind  the  dorsal  fin;  the  second  below  the  dorsal  notch,  and  the 
third,  often  obscure  or  wanting,  forming  a V-shaped  area  on  top  of  head, 
the  2 arms  diverging  from  iuterorbital  soace  toward  the  base  of  opercular 
spine;  the  dark  areas  often  lighter  centrally,  and  variously  blotched  and 
mottled  with  brown  or  dusky ; dorsals  very  irregular  in  the  marking ; anal 
usually  with  3 or  4 oblique  dark  bars;  caudal  usually  with  a basal  trans- 
lucent bar  followed  by  varying  alternations  of  translucent  and  black; 
ventrals  showing  2 black  cross  bars;  pectorals  with  no  definite  color  pat- 
tern on  their  outer  face,  but  crossed  on  their  inner  face  by  a few  irregular 
black  bars.  Males  show  the  usual  round  white  spots  on  sides  of  abdomen. 
It  is  well  distinguished  by  the  speckled  throat  and  belly,  aptly  compared 
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by  Steller  to  the  speckled  color  of  a frog.  Western  shore  of  Bering  Sea 
and  Okhotsk  Sea;  not  recorded  from  Alaska  or  the  Aleutian  Islands. 
This  description  from  11  specimens  from  Petropaulski  and  Bering  Island, 
taken  by  the  Albatross.  This  species  is  now  recorded  from  Bering  and 
Medui  islands,  Petropaulski,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Amur  River.  It  is 
evidently  abundant  in  western  Bering  Sea,  but  probably  does  not  occur 
among  the  Aleutian  Islands  or  on  the  Alaskan  coast.  There  seems  to  be 
no  doubt  that  this  species  is  correctly  identified  with  Myoxocephalns 
steller i,  with  which  it  agrees  in  fin  rays  and  in  the  peculiar  and  charac- 
teristic coloration.  It  agrees  also  with  the  description  of  Cottas  clecas- 
trensis,  from  which  the  figure,  however,  diverges  in  several  important 
details.  It  is  highly  improbable  that  Cottas  inertensii  and  Cottas  mar- 
moratas  can  ever  be  satisfactorily  identified,  as  we  have  only  very  brief 
accounts  of  them,  based  on  colored  drawings.  (Named  for  Georg  Wilhelm 
Steller.) 

Myoxocephalns  stelleri,  Tilesius,  M6m.  Acad.  Petersb.,  iv,  1811,  273  with  plate,  not  referred 
to  in  text,  Petropaulski  (Coll.  G.  W.  Steller) ; Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Kept.  Invest.  Fur 
Seal  Islands,  1898. 

Coitus  decastrensis,  Kner,  Denk.  Kais.  Akad.  Wissen.,  xxiv,  1865,  2,  taf.  2,  figs.  1,  la, 
Decastris  Bay,  near  mouth  of  the  Amur. 

? Coitus  marmoralus*  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  viii,  497, 1831,  Petro- 
paulski ; on  a drawing  by  Mertens. 

Coitus  platycephalus,  Bean  & Bean,  Pi-oc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896, 240, 384;  not  of  Pallas. 
Coitus  niger,  Bean  <fe  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896,  240,  384  (in  part:  Nos.  33899,  33872, 
33833,  33850,  33908,  33844,  and  33879) ; not  of  Bean. 


2356.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  IIEDXIUS,  B.  A.  Bean,  new  species. 

HeadSi;  dejith  4i;  eye  4 in  head.  D.  VIII,  17;  A.  12;  V.  I,  3;  P.  14; 
C.  14.  Profile  of  head  and  body  gradually  ascending  from  tip  of  snout  to 
sixth  dorsal  spine,  thence  tapering  to  caudal  peduncle;  ventral  line  almost 
straight,  slightly  tapering  to  caudal  peduncle;  longest  dorsal  spine  almost 
as  long  as  longest  ray,  3 in  head  including  fiap.  Mouth  moderate,  max- 
illary reaching  about  to  vertical  through  middle  of  eye.  Pectorals  large, 
reaching  slightly  beyond  anal  origin,  the  middle  rays  being  i as  long  as 
the  head;  ventrals  moderately  well  developed,  reaching  anal;  anal  origin 
under  third  ray  of  dorsal,  ending  under  fourteenth  ray  of  that  fin.  Gill 
membranes  united,  forming  a fold  across  the  isthmus.  Preocular  spines 
moderate;  opercular  spines  but  moderately  developed ; 2 fiattish  tubular 


* Cottus  marmoralus  is  thus  described: 

“D.  8-14;  A.  12;  C.  14,  etc.  Une  seconde  espece,  observee  dans  ces  parages  par  les 
naturalistes  de  la  meine  expedition,  ne  parait  pas  non  plus  se  rapporter  a aucuue  de  celles 
que  nous  avous  dccrites.  Ce  petit  ebaboisseau  a deux  fortes  epines  au-devaut  de  I’ceil. 
Deux  autres  pen  alongees  au  bord  du  preojiercule;  une  petite  dirigee  vers  le  bas  an  bord 
horizontal  du  nieme  os,  et  une  assez  forte  a Tangle  de  Topercule.  Les  rayons  epineux  de 
la  premiere  dorsale  sent  assez  robustes ; le  cinqui^nie  est  le  plu.s  long.  Ce  poisson  a la 
tete  et  le  dos  brims,  de  grandes  luarbrures  brunes  et  blanches  sur  les  c6t6s,  et  rougeatres 
sur  le  ventre.  La  premiere  dorsale  est  jaune,  avec  une  grande  taclie  brune,  qui  part  de  la 
pointe  du  quatri^me  rayon  et  de.scend  obliqueiuent  Jusqu’au  pied  du  septienie.  La 
seconde  dorsale  est  rouge.  La  caudale  jaune,  marbr^e  de  roux.  La  pectorale  brune  a la 
base  et  jaune  ensuite.  Le  jaune  est  traverse  par  trois  raies  circulaires  brunes  pres  de 
Textr6mite  des  rayons.  L’anale  est  blanchdtre  et  tachetee  de  iiombreux  points  rouges. 
Nous  ne  counaissons  aussi  cette  espece  que  par  un  dessin  long  de  quatre  pouces,  com- 
munique par  M.  de  Mertens.”  (Valenciennes.) 
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pores,  1 on  each  side  of  front  of  eye ; numerous  pores  on  head ; 2 rows  of 
pores,  1 above  and  1 below,  the  raised  ridge  running  laterally  on  dorsal 
half  of  body.  General  color  dark  reddish  brown,  mottled,  barred,  and 
sjmtted  with  white;  under  parts  whitish;  a wide  whitish  bar  from  oper- 
cles  across  nape;  posterior  part  of  interorbital  space  whitish ; the  dark 
color  on  front  of  snout  and  under  lower  jaw  relieved  by  bars  and  mottlings 
of  whitish;  pectorals  and  ventrals  barred;  rays  of  caudal  finely  mottled; 
several  (5)  small  white  spots  on  body  immediately  behind  pectoral  origin, 
and  several  larger  white  blotches  on  lower  posterior  half  of  body.  Bering 
Sea.  A single  example,  2 inches  long.  It  is  allied  to  M.  stelleri,  from 
which  it  diifers  greatly  in  form  and  coloration.  (Type,  No.  33863,  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.  Collected  at  Medni  (Copper)  Island,  Bering  Sea,  spring  of  1883, 
by  Dr.  Leonhard  Stejneger.)  (B.  A.  Bean.)  (JV/edTii,  the  Russian  name, 
meaning  Copper,  of  the  island  where  the  species  was  found.) 

Myoxocejjhalus  mednius,  B.  A.  Bean  MS.,  in  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Bept.  Fur  Seal  Investiga- 
tions, 1898,  Medni  Island.  (Type,  No.  33863.  Coll.  L.  Stejneger.) 


2357.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  XIYOSUS*  (Herzenstein). 

Head2i;  depth  D.  IX,  15;  A.  13;  P.17;  lateral  line  33  to  35.  Head 
comparatively  deep  and  compressecl,  with  large  mouth,  narrow,  deeply 
concave  interorbital  space,  and  depressed  concave  occiput,  which  is 
bounded  by  strong  lateral  crests;  at  the  anterior  end  of  these  crests  they 
are  each  accompanied  on  the  outer  side  by  a short  ridge,  and  on  the  inner 
side  by  a still  shorter  ridge  or  a small  tubercle.  The  occipital  crests  con- 
verge strongly  toward  the  nape ; temporal  ridges  also  strong ; a short  fila- 
ment above  posterior  edge  of  orbit  and  1 at  posterior  end  of  occipital 
crest,  each  surmounting  a very  low  tubercle.  Upper  preopercular  spine 
straight,  directed  toward  opercular  flap,  scarcely  reaching  middle  of  oper- 
cle,  its  length  f diameter  of  orbit;  the  second  spine  is  f length  of  upper, 
directed  downward  and  backward;  the  third  points  downward  and  for- 
ward, the  long  interval  between  it  and  the  second  being  smooth,  without 
spine  or  tubercle.  The  contiguous  augletfof  sub- and  inter-opercles  are 


Allied  to  M.  nivosxi&  is  the  following  species  from  the  Okhotsk  Sea: 

Myoxocephalus  brandti  (Steindachner). 

Head2§;  depth  5.  D.  IX,  13;  A.  11;  P.  17.  Head  narrowed  forward,  the  lower  jaw 
included.  Eye  6 in  head,  a little  larger  than  snout;  interorbital  space  strongly  concave, 
1§  in  eye.  A rather  long  tentacle  above  eye  posteriorly ; behind  this  a ridge,  low  and 
rather  sharp,  converging  with  its  fellow,  and  inclosing  a depressed  quadrangular  area; 
no  spine  at  its  posterior  end;  nasal  spines  prominent;  preopercle  with 3 spines,  the  upper 
shorter  than  eye,  the  second  not  J its  length,  the  third  short,  blunt,  and  turned  down- 
ward; opercular  spine  blunt,  concealed;  suprascapula  with  a single  long  spine.  Top  of 
head  covered  with  small  rounded  warts.  Lateral  line  with  thin  bony  concealed  plates,  its 
pores  sending  numerous  simple  branches  above  and  below;  below  the  lateral  line  2 rows 
of  small  cross  plates,  tube-like,  apparently  connected  with  the  system  of  tubes  of  the  lat- 
eral line;  no  rounded  bony  plates  or  scales.  Longest  dorsal  spine  3 in  head;  pectoral 
moderate,  a little  more  than  ^ head;  ventral  in  head.  Head  bluish  violet  above;  sides 
of  body  reddish  yellow;  violet  marblings  on  the  lower  lip  and  on  the  sides  of  the  lower 
jaw,  leaving  the  ground  color  to  form  ocellated  spots ; fins  violet  with  yellow  spots,  the 
A'entrals  uniform  yellowish.  Known  from  1 specimen  13  inches  long  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Amur  Kiver.  (Steindachner.)  (Probably  named  for  the  natural  history  collector, 
Brandt.) 

Coitus  brandti,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Notizen,v,  6,  Taf.  3,  figs.l,  2, 1867,  mouth  of  the  Amur 
River.  (Type,  in  Vienna  Mus.) 
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provided  with  prominences  which  are  not  spine-like;  opercle  and  snpra- 
scapnla  each  Avith  a strong  ridge  ending  in  a spine;  no  scapular  spine. 
Nasal  spines  small,  not  projecting;  top  of  head,  nape,  and  snhorbital 
ring  with  small  Avarts,  many  of  which  contain  openings  of  the  mucous 
canals;  both  pairs  of  nostrils  with  short,  Avide  tubes.  .JaAvs  and  vomer 
Avith  Avide  hands  of  cardiform  teeth  of  equal  size.  A round  pore,  nearly  as 
large  as  nostril,  immediately  behind  last  gill;  gill  membranes  with  a 
short  free  border  mesially.  Least  interorhital  width  | diameter  of  orbit, 
which  is  f length  of  head  to  tip  of  opercular  spine ; greatest  width  of 
head  1^  in  its  length.  Mouth  large,  the  lower  jaw  included,  the  maxillary 
reaching  the  vertical  immediately  behind  the  orbit,  its  length  in  head. 
Third,  fourth,  and  fifth  dorsal  spines  nearly  equal,  the  fifth  longest,  equal 
to  length  of  snout  and  \ eye;  a very  short  interspace  hetAveen  the  2 dor- 
sals; second  dorsal  very  high,  the  longest  rays  equaling  length  of  snout 
and  eye;  caudal  gently  rounded  Avhen  spread,  its  length  ^ that  of  head 
to  end  of  opercular  spine;  A^entrals  reaching  halfway  to  front  of  anal, 
equaling  height  of  second  dorsal;  pectorals  scarcely  to  Aent,  the  length 
of  the  longest  rays  equaling  distance  from  eye  to  tip  of  opercular  spine; 
vent  midway  between  base  of  caudal  and  base  of  lower  pectoral  ray; 
skin  everywhere  smooth.  Coloration  very  dark  on  hack  and  sides,  Avhite 
below,  with  traces  of  blackish  cross  bars  below  the  dorsal  fins;  along 
lower  part  of  sides  a number  of  large  roundish  white  spots,  which  are 
present  also  in  a hand  along  base  of  anal,  becoming  smaller  posteri- 
orly and  toAvard  middle  of  sides;  sides  of  head  and'  body,  and  especially 
the  dorsal,  caudal,  and  pectoral  fins  with  scattered  small  spots  of  pearly 
white;  spinous  dorsal  with  large,  roundish,  transparent  spots,  the  anal 
margined  Avith  white  and  marked  with  scattered  white  spots  of  various 
sizes  and  shapes ; the  thickened  pectoral  rays  largely  white ; ventrals  with 
3 dusky  cross  bars ; loAver  lip  and  mandible  with  white  areas  surrounded 
by  dusky  reticulations.  Okhotsk  Sea,  the  type  from  St.  Olga  Bay.  Here 
described  from  a large  specimen  39  cm.  long  from  Iturup  Island,  one  of  the 
Kurils.  (Coll.  Albatross.)  Our  specimen  agrees  Avell  with  the  description 
of  the  much  smaller  type  (185  mm),  apparently  differing  in  the  shorter 
pectorals  and  more  deeply  concave  interorbital  space.  The  white  spots 
also  shoAV  no  tendency  to  run  together  to  form  streaks  either  along  hack 
or  on  the  bases  of  the  fins,  (nirosus,  snowy.) 

Coitus  nivosus,  Herzenstein,  M6langes  Biologiques  dii  Bull.  Acad.  Imp.  Sci.  Petersb.,  xn, 
113,  1890,  St.  Olga  Bay. 

Myoxocephalus  nivosus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Kept.  Fur.  Seal  Invest.,  1898. 

•2358.  MYOXOCEPHALUS  MGER  (Bean). 

(Black  Sculpin.) 

Head  2^.  D.  IX  or  X,  16;  A.  11  or  12;  V.  I,  3;  P.  16;  B.  6.  Nasal 
spines  blunt,  coA^ered  with  skin;  no  spines  ahoAe  orbits  or  on  occiput;  no 
sharp  spines  on  head  except  the  2 upper  jireojiercular  spines,  which  are 
almost  concealed ; the  uppermost  as  long  as  eye,  6 in  head,  and  equal  to 
snout  or  interorhital  space ; top  of  head  Avith  fine  dermal  granulations,  the 
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vertex  vitli  numerous  slender  tentacles;  a soft  tentacle  of  moderate 
length  above  eye;  jaws  equals  the  lower  slightly  included;  maxillary 
longer  than  fourth  dorsal  spine,  2 in  head,  reaching  hinder  margin  of  orbit. 
Caudal  and  veutrals  each  ^ length  of  head;  pectoral  not  reaching  vent; 
skin  smooth.  A small  slit  behind  last  gill.  Color  typically,  almost  black; 
sides  mottled  with  lighter  brown,  sometimes  with  round  white  blotches 
on  belly  and  sides ; pectoral  plain  or  with  white  blotches.  Specimens  from 
granitic  rocks  have  sanded  coloration  corresponding  to  the  hue  of  the  sur- 
roundings. Pribilof  Islands ; very  abundant  iii  the  crevices  of  black  lava 
rocks  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  George.  Also  obtained  in  some  abundance  about 
the  Komandorski  Islands,  Medni  and  Bering. 

This  strongly  marked  species  can  be  readily  distinguished  by  its  pecu- 
liar coloration,  the  greatly  thickened  naked  skin  which  partially  conceals 
the  short  nasal  and  opecular  spines,  and  the  numerous  tentacles  surmount- 
ing the  warty  tubercles  on  crown  and  occiput.  The  fins  may  be  uniformly 
black  with  a narrow  white  tip  to  the  soft  rays,  or  may  be  more  or  less 
variegated  with  white.  On  the  soft  dorsal,  these  marks  are  in  the  form  of 
white  spots  which  may  become  confluent  to  form  1 or  2 streaks.  In  some 
specimens,  the  caudal  membranes  are  white  in  their  middle  portion  the 
rays  remaining  black.  The  under  side  of  head  and  the  maxillary  mem- 
branes are  sometimes  marked  with  large  blackish  spots  with  ill-defined 
edges. 

In  addition  to  the  minute  pores  which  lie  at  intervals  along  the  course 
of  the  lateral  line,  the  latter  gives  off  pairs  of  lateral  branches,  each  of 
which  opens  in  3 or  more  small  pores.  The  sides  of  the  head  are  also  thickly 
studded  with  pores.  Owing  to  the  thickened  integument,  the  pectorals 
and  ventrals  are  more  largely  adnate  to  the  body  than  in  other  species. 
The  fin  rays  are  as  follows,  in  10  specimens : 


i 

Fir.st  dorsal.  \ 

Second  dor. sal. 

Anal. 

Pectoral. 

Bays 

IX. 

X. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

11. 

12. 

16. 

17. 

j Specimens  . . 

! ® 

4 

1 

i 

8 

1 

3 

7 

2 

8 

(niyer,  black.) 

? Coitus  me rtensii*  Cuvier  &Yalexcienxes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,%uil,  496, 1831,  Petropaulski-, 
on  a drawing  by  Mertens. 

Coitus  niger.  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  iSTat.  Mus.,  iv,  1881,  151,  St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Island 
(Coll.  H.  Y'.  Elliott) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  707, 1883. 

Myoxocephalus  niger,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Eept.  Fur  Seal  Invest.,  1898. 


* Coitus  mertensii,  is  thus  described : II  se  rapproche  du  petit  chaboisseau  de  Greenland 
par  le  nombre  de  rayons  de  I'anale ; mais  par  ceux  des  dorsales  il  est  plus  voisin  du  Coitus 
octo-dect?/i-«pi7io«RS,  et  il  a lea  epines  de  la  premiere  dorsale  tout  aussi  fortes.  Voici  les 
nombres  comptes  par  le  naturaliste  russe.  D.  8,  15;  A.  12;  C.  10;  P.18,  etc.  La  tete 
parait  lisse;  sans  6pines  pres  des  narines.  La  pointe  du  preopercule  u’atteintpas  I’angle 
de  I’opercule.  Lescouleurs  indiquees  sur  le  dessin  »iui  nous  a ete  communique  par  M.  de 
Mertens,  6taient  de  grandes  marbrures  de  bistre  fence  sur  un  fond  jaunatre.  Ce  dessin 
represente  un  individu  long  de  huit  pouces. 
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732.  MEGALOCOTTUS,  Gill. 

Megalocoitus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 166  (platycephalus) . 

This  genus  includes  large  sculpins,  with  broad  Hat  heads,  differing  from 
iMifoxocephalus  chiefly  in  the  sharply  projecting  lower  jaw;  the  preopercle 
has  3 spines,  the  upper  short  and  straight,  the  lowermost  turned  down 
ward;  dentation  as  in  Myoxocephalns’,  suprascapula  with  2 spinous  projec- 
tions; top  of  head  warty;  sides  with  rounded  tubercles  in  the  adult;  lat- 
eral line  of  separated  pores;  a large  pore  behind  last  gill.  North  Paciflc. 
(jLieyai;,  great;  Horro?,  cottus.) 

a.  Iiitororbital  space  moderate,  about  equal  to  eye  in  adult;  ventrals  reaching  anal 
papilla.  PLATYCEPHALUS,  2359. 

aa.  Interorbital  space  very  broad.  If  diameter  of  eye  in  adult;  ventrals  not  reaching 
vent.  LATICEPS,  2360. 


2359.  MEGALOCOTTUS  PLATYCEPHALUS  (Pallas). 

Head  3.  D.  VIII,  13;  A,  12;  V.  I,  3;  P.  16  or  17;  lateral  line  40.  Lower 
jaw  somewhat  longer  than  upper;  eye  5 in  head,  as  long  as  snout;  nasal 
spines  distinct;  orbital  rim  moderately  prominent;  a low  ridge  behind  it 
toward  the  occiput,  without  spines  or  points.  Top  of  head  between  these 
ridges  forming  a quadrangular  depression,  as  broad  as  the  eye  in  front, 
but  narrower  liehind.  Top  of  head  covered  with  naked,  warty  skin. 
I’reoiiercle  with  4 spines,  the  upper  as  long  as  eye,  directed  upward  and 
backward,  the  second  much  shorter,  the  ofcliers  directed  downward.  Oper- 
cle  with  a long  forked  ridge,  ending  in  2 short  diverging  spines;  a spine 
directed  downward  on  subopercle;  two  sharp  spines  on  scapular  region, 
the  lower  the  longer  and  touching  the  first  tube  of  the  lateral  line.  Lat- 
eral line  complete,  above,  it  numerous  rounded  bony  plates  armed  with 
spinules  as  in  M.  laticeps;  these  in  2 rows  anteriorly  and  1 posteriorly ; a few 
similar  plates  below  lateral  line.  Fins  all  high,  the  soft  dorsal  especially 
so.  Color  dark,  with  many  dark  shades  and  spots  on  throat  and  belly, 
especially  on  gill  membranes;  sides  and  belly  (in  males)  with  irregular, 
round  white  spots;  first  dorsal  with  round  pale  spots,  the  membranes 
otherwise  largely  dusky ; soft  dorsal  with  3 or  4 dark  oblique  cross  shades, 
between  which  are  rows  of  ]>ale  spots;  anal  with  4 dark  oblique  cross 
shades;  caudal  with  3 narrower  dark  stripes;  pectoral  with  4;  ventrals 
dusky  with  pale  spots.  Okhotsk  Sea  and  western  part  of  Bering  Sea. 
This  description  (after  Kner)  from  a single  specimen,  7^  inches  long,  from 
Decastris  Bay,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Amur.  The  species  is  close  to  M. 
laticeps,  which  has  been  recorded  from  Alaska  as  Cottus  taoiiopterus,  but  the 
2 species  are  different,  and  the  type  of  M.  platiicephalus  has  the  narrower 
interorbital  space  of  M.  twniopterus.  So  far  as  known  M.  laticeps  is  found 
on  the  eastern  shores  of  Bering  Sea,  and  M.  platycephalus  on  the  western. 
Dr.  Hilgendorf  has,  at  our  request,  reexamined  Pallas’s  type  of  platy- 
cephalus,  a specimen  a foot  long.  He  notes:  Lower  jaw  projecting;  fin 
rays  not  easily  counted,  the  skin  being  dried  and  varnished.  D.  VIIl-14 ; 
A.  11.  A sketch  of  the  head  shows  the  armature  of  M.  laticeps,  but  the 
eyes  closer  together,  1 diameter  apart.  There  is  a blunt  tubercle  behind 
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each  eye  and  1 at  the  occiput ; the  spine  on  the  suprascapula  is  forked,  and 
the  lower  fork  is  twice  the  length  of  the  other.  The  upper  preopercular 
spine  is  about  ^ longer  than  the  second.  (7tXarv<^,  broad ; HEq)aX7j,  head.) 

Coitus  platycephalus*  Pallas,  Zoogr.  Rosso- Asiat.,  iil,  135, 1811,  Kamchatka;  after  Stel- 
LER;  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  177, 1829. 

Coitus  tceniopterus,  Kner,  Sitzber  Ak.  VTiss.  'Wien,  LViii,  1868, 18,  Taf.  14,  fig.  10,  Decastris 
Bay,  near  mouth  of  Amur  River.  (Ho.  5574,  Mus.  Wien.) 

Meg alocottus  platycephalus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Hat.  Sci.  PMla.  1861,166. 

2360.  MEGALOCOTTUS  LATICEPS  (Gilbert). 

This  species  differs  from  M.  platycepliahis  {tceniopterus,  as  shown  in  Kner’s 
figure)  in  the  following  respects:  The  interorhital  width  is  greater,  If 
times  the  diameter  of  the  eye  in  laticeps,  equaling  the  eye  in  platycephalus. 
Similarly  the  distance  between  the  anterior  ends  of  occipital  ridges  is  If 
times  diameter  of  eye  in  laticeps,  equal  to  eye  in  platycephalus.  Conspicu- 
ous supraorbital  and  occipital  tubercles  in  laticeps,  each  surmounted  by  a 
fleshy  filament;  in  platycephalus  ‘‘crown  and  occiput  are  without  promi- 
nences or  spines,  covered  only  with  naked  warty  skin.’^  In  laticeps  the 
preopercle  has  2 diverging  spines,  a single  downwardly  directed  spine 
below  them.  In  platycephalus  are  2 downwardly  directed  spines  below  the 
angle.  The  ventrals  are  much  shorter,  not  reaching  vent  when  depressed, 
while  in  platycephalus  they  reach  the  anal  palilhn.  The  dorsals  are  also 
much  lower  in  laticeps.  The  principal  features  of  this  species  are  the  very 
broad  flat  head,  short  wide  snout,  projecting  lower  jaw,  the  2 pairs  of 
cephalic  tubercles  provided  with  tubercles,  the  verrucose  head,  the  very 
short  preopercular  spines,  the  large  pore  behind  the  last  gill,  the  presence 
of  circular  spinous  plates  above  the  lateral  line  and  prickles  below  it. 
Head  and  anterior  part  of  body  broad,  depressed,  the  depth  of  head,  at 
occiput.  If  in  its  greatest  width,  its  length  2f  in  body.  Body  tapering  to 
a slender  caudal  peduncle,  whose  least  height  is  equal  to  diameter  of  eye. 
Depth  of  body  4 to  4f  in  length.  Interorhital  space  very  wide,  shallowly 
concave,  its  width  If  times  diameter  of  orbit,  and  4 to  4f  in  head.  The  low 
supraocular  ridge  ends  in  a blunt  tubercle  above  hinder  margin  of  eye  which 
grows  higher  with  age,  depressed,  bounded  by  2 low  ridges  which  con- 
verge very  strongly  toward  the  nape,  where  they  curve  out  again  in  low 
rounded  tubercles  : the  inclosed  depressed  area  is  twice  as  wide  anteriorly 
as  it  is  at  the  narrowest  posterior  part.  A strong  temporal  ridge,  less  dis- 


* Tbe  following  is  the  substance  of  Pallas's  account  of  Coitus  platycephalus.  D.  VII-12 ; 
A.  11;  C.  10;  P.15;  V.  I,  3.  Head  large,  much  depressed,  as  tbough  crushed,  as  broad  as 
body.  Tail  slender;  mouth  large,  lower  jaw  projecting;  teeth  on  vomer,  none  on  pala- 
tines. Belly  much  infiated.  Hostrils  tubular.  Eyes  moderate,  near  togetlier;  vertex 
fiat  behind  the  eyes,  with  a ridge  on  each  side,  in  front  of  which,  near  the  orbit,  is  a 
bony  tubercle ; behind  at  the  nape,  oblong  tubercles,  each  ending  in  a short  spine;  pre- 
opercle with  2 very  strong,  diverging  spines  above ; opercle  with  a concealed  spine ; lateral 
line  with  concealed,  elongate  plates ; between  it  and  the  dorsal  some  round  A'ery  rough 
warts,  smaller  ones  below;  pectorals  large;  dorsal  spines  feeble.  Olivaceous,  much  A’arie- 
gated  with  greenish  lines  on  sides  of  body  below;  spots  large  below  the  tail;  dorsals 
translucent,  varied  with  brown;  caudal  yellowish  with  faint  bands;  pectorals  and  anal 
banded.  Length  12  inches.  Kamchatka.  (Pallas.)  The  type  in  the  museum  at  Berlin 
has  no  teeth  on  the  palatines.  The  generic  name  Megalocottus  was  originally  based  on  the 
supposed  presence  of  palatine  teeth,  a fallacious  character.  The  character  of  the  project- 
ing chin  has,  however,  generic  A’alue.  Pallas  says:  “In  area  lunata  palatio  medii  et 
utrinque  linear!, ” which,  if  we  translate  it  correctly,  is  not  true. 
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tiuct  iu  young  specimens.  Nasal  spines  very  small.  Month  wide,  trans- 
verse, oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  vertical  from  hinder  edge  of  pupil, 
2^  in  head ; mandible  with  its  triangular  tip  jirotruding  well  beyond  upper 
jaw  in  adults,  the  jaws  nearly  equal  iu  young;  length  of  snout  equal  to 
interorbital  width.  Bands  of  short  cardiform  teeth  on  the  jaws,  and  a 
broad  patch  on  vomer ; none  on  palatines.  A consx)icuous  pore  behind  last 
gill.  Gill  membranes  almost  wholly  joined  to  the  isthmus,  the  free  border 
scarcely  noticeable,  its  width  less  than  + diameter  of  the  small  pupil.  Eye 
small,  shorter  than  snout,  5^  to  6^  iu  head.  Preopercle  with  2 short  strong 
spines  diverging  backward,  and  a strong  concealed  point  below  directed 
downward  and  forward;  upper  preopercular  spine  about  equal  to  eye,  but 
little  longer  than  the  lower  and  reaching  ^ the  distance  from  its  base  to 
the  tip  of  the  opercular  flap ; opercle  with  a well-marked  longitudinal  rib 
ending  in  a sharp  point ; scapular  and  subopercular  spines  present.  Entire 
top  and  sides  of  head,  nape,  and  anterior  dorsal  region  covered  with  small 
dermal  warts;  supraorbital  and  occipital  tubercles  with  short  filaments. 
Space  above  the  lateral  line  with  an  irregular  series  or  double  series  of 
large  round  si)inous  tubercles ; a few  scattered  plates  on  sides  below  the 
lateral  line;  axil  smooth;  plates  of  lateral  line  concealed  in  skin.  Spinous 
dorsal  low,  its  longest  spine  li  in  second  dorsal  and  3 in  head.  In  some 
specimens  a single  line  of  small  sharp  tubercles,  resembling  spines,  extends 
each  side  of  the  rays  of  the  second  dorsal.  The  2 dorsals  are  separated  by 
a narrow  space;  j)ectorals  large,  reaching  front  of  anal,  the  lower  rays 
much  thickened;  caudal  rounded;  ventrals  reaching  f distance  to  vent. 
Dorsal  IX,  14 ; anal  13 ; pectoral  18 ; ventral  I,  3 ; lateral  line  36  to  40.  Color 
dark  olive  brown  above,,  with  faint  traces  of  blackish  bars;  sides  spotted 
or  marbeled  with  whitish  ; belly  and  lower  parts  generally  white ; a black- 
ish blotch  on  cheeks,  1 on  opercle,  and  a third  on  front  of  mandible;  pec- 
toral rays  dusky,  the  membrane  whitish,  the  fins  crossed  by  3 or  4 wavy 
black  bars,  which  sometimes  join,  inclosingoblongor  roundish  white  areas; 
spinous  dorsal  not  banded,  the  dusky  and  translucent  areas  variously 
arranged;  soft  dorsal  with  5 oblique  broad  dusky  bars;  anal  with  4 bars 
sometimes  uniting  to  inclose  white  spots;  caudal  similar  to  pectoral  and 
anal ; brilliantly  colored  males  are  largely  black  on  sides  and  below,  with 
many  large,  rounded,  partially  confluent  pearly  white  spots.  Length  6 to 
11  inches.  (Gilbert.)  East  shore  of  Bering  Sea  ; known  from  13  specimens 
from  the  Nushagak  Kiver,  near  its  mouth;  1 frbm  Herendeen  Bay  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  Alaskan  Peninsula  and  from  Port  Clarence  (Scofield*). 
{latiis,  broad;  -ceps,  head.) 

Cottvs  toiiiiopterus,  Be^vx,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  248;  Bean,  in  Turner’s  Nat.  Hist. 

Alaska,  94,  i)l.  6, 1886 ; not  of  Kner. 

Acanthocottus  laticeps,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fisk  Comm.  1893  (1896),  422,  pis.  26  and  27, 

Nushagak  River  and  Herendeen  Bay,  Alaska.  (Coll.  Albatross.) 

Megalocottus  laticeps,  Scofield,  in  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Kept.  Fur  Seal  Invest.  1898. 

Mr.  Scofield  observes  : “We  took  4 specimens  of  this  species  at  Port  Clarence.  They 
differ  from  tbe  types  sligbtl3^  in  coloration.  Our  specimens  are  dark,  almost  black;  below 
tbe  anterior  portion  of  tbe  second  dorsal  is  a darker  saddle-like  marking  on  tbe  body; 
tlie  caudal  is  black  at  tbe  base  aud  bas  an  undulating  dark  band  on  its  posterior  third; 
the  pectorals  var.v.  being  either  banded  or  mottled.  (One  specimen  bas  distinct  bands  on 
1 pectoral  while  the  others  are  simply  mottled  with  black.)  There  is  no  slit  behind  last 
gill  arch.’’ 
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733.  ZESTICELUS,  Jordan  & Evermau. 

Zesticelus,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  443, 1896  {jjrofundorum) . 

Deep-sea  sculpins,  closely  allied  to  Porocottus,  l)ut  witli  the  skeleton 
little  developed,  the  head  soft  and  spongy,  filled  with  mncons  channels, 
the  skin  perfectly  smooth,  the  lateral  line  reduced  to  a series  of  separate 
open  x>ores,  the  vertical  fins  few-rayed  and  weak.  Preopercular  spine 
slender,  curved  upward.  Deep  seas;  2 species  known;  prohahly  degraded 
from  Porocottus,  the  soft  skeleton  and  feeble  structure  being  results  of 
deep-sea  life.  (Cfdrog,  soft-boiled,  Icelus,  a son  of  the  god  of  sleep.) 

a.  Dorsal  rays  YI  or  VII,  10  to  13;  anal  rays  8 to  11;  i)ectoral  20;  upper  preoiiercular 
spine  usually  not  reaching  opercular  margin.  . profundorum,  2361. 


2361.  ZESTICELUS  PROFUNDORUM  (Gilbert). 

Head  2f ; depth  5.  D.  VI  or  VII,  10  to  13 ; A.  8 to  11 ; pectoral  20;  ven- 
tral 1,  3;  lateral  line  with  17  pores.  From  above  the  head  appears 
smooth  and  evenly  rounded,  without  projecting  spines  or  ridges.  The 
occipital  depression  is  very  shallow,  the  occipital  ridges  depressed,  scarcely 
noticeable,  ending  in  depressed  spines,  which  are  made  out  with  difficulty. 
Nasal  spines  undeveloped,  the  nasal  bone  small,  posteriorly  pointed,  but 
not  furnished  with  a projecting  spine.  Upper  preopercular  spine  strongly 
comin’essed,  curved  upward,  not  reaching  opercular  margin,  its  length 
equaling  diameter  of  eye;  no  si>ine  at  its  base  in  front;  below  it  2 
short,  strong  spines  directed  downward  and  backward,  and  1 more  slen- 
der downward  and  forward;  opercle  with  a longitudinal  rib  ending  in  a 
short  spinous  point;  a short  spine  on  angle  of  opercle,  and  1 below  it  on 
interopercle.  Mucous  canals  everywhere  greatly  enlarged,  giving  a 
spongy  texture  to  the  entire  head;  series  of  very  conspicuous  pores  on  the 
preopercle,  the  mandible,  and  below  suborbital  chain.  Mouth  broad, 
oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  pupil,  2|  in  head;  mandible 
slightly  protruding.  Minute  teeth  in  upper  jaw,  anteriorly  in  2 rather 
distinct  rows,  laterally  in  narrow  bands;  teeth  on  vomer,  none  on  pala- 
tines. Eye  longer  than  snout,  3f  to  4 in  head.  Interorbital  width  4 di- 
ameter of  orbit.  Gill  membranes  widely  joined,  with  a wide  free  poste- 
rior edge;  no  slit  nor  i)ore  behind  last  gill.  Body  smooth,  without  plates, 
granulations,  or  filaments;  no  plates  developed  in  connection  with  the 
lateral  line;  pores  of  lateral  line  in  a double  series,  the  2 closely  approxi- 
mated, those  of  the  lower  series  much  the  larger;  no  evident  tubercles  by 
which  these  communicate  with  the  main  canal.  Longest  rays  of  second 
dorsal  4 length  of  head,  twice  the  longest  dorsal  spine;  pectoral  reaching 
front  of  anal  or  slightly  beyond;  ventrals  short,  not  nearly  reaching  vent. 
Upper  parts  very  light  brownish,  the  belly  and  sides  below  lateral  line 
dark  brown;  fins  blackish;  mouth  and  gill  cavity  dark.  A deep-sea 
form,  characterized  by  the  obsolescence  of  the  occipital  and  nasal  spines, 
the  absence  of  the  accessory  spine  in  advance  of  upper  preopercular  spine, 
and  in  the  more  numerous  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  fins.  Length  about  2 
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inches.  Bering  Sea  in  deep  water,  4 specimens  known ; from  off  Unalaska 
in  399  fathoms,  and  north  of  Bogoslof  Island  at  Albatross  Station  3034,  in 
664  fathoms,  where  a single  specimen  58  mm.  was  obtained.  This  speci- 
men closely  resembles  the  type  of  Zesticelus  profundorum,  l)ut  the  spines 
are  somewhat  stronger  than  in  the  latter  and  the  tins  shorter.  In  the 
Bogoslof  specimen  the  upper  preopercular  spine  extends  to  margin  of 
opercle,  and  the  occipital  spines  are  more  evident,  terminating  in  short 
strong  ridges.  D.  VIl,  10;  A.  8;  P.20.  The  lower  parts,  up  to  and  includ- 
ing the  lateral  line,  are  blackish,  the  line  separating  them  from  the  lighter 
under  parts  very  sharply  defined.  Fins  all  black.  Otherwise  essentially 
as  in  the  type  of  Z . prof  undorum,  with  which  we  now  consider  it  identical. 
The  variation  in  the  fin  rays  in  this  species  is  considerable,  if  the  figures 
given  by  Dr.  Gilbert  are  correct.  One  of  the  cotypes,  however,  has  P.  20, 
not  17  or  18,  as  stated  by  Gilbert.  The  figure  also  shows  20  rays  in  the 
pectoral.  It  also  shows  11  rays  in  the  anal,  Avhile  our  specimen  has  but  8. 
{prof undorum,  of  the  depths.) 

Acanthocottus profundorum,  Gilbert,  Kept.  IT.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  423,  pi.  26,  Bering 
Sea  north  of  Unalaska  Island  at  Albatross  Station  3329,  in  399  fathoms. 

Zesticelus  profundorum,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  kept.  Fur  Seal  Investigations,  1898. 


734.  DASYCOTTUS,  Beau. 

Dasycottus,  Bean,  Pro(;.  U.  S.  Nat.  IMus.  1890,  42  (setiger). 

Head  large,  with  large,  bony  tubercles  and  numerous  filaments.  Mouth 
wide,  jaws  equal,  or  lower  jaw  slightly  projecting.  Teeth  minute,  in 
villiform  bands  in  jaws;  vomerine  teeth  in  2 patches,  separated  by  an 
interspace;  palate  toothless.  Preopercle  with  2 spines  at  its  angle  and  2 
rudimentary  ones  on  each  edge  of  its  lower  limb.  Gills  34,  no  slit  behind 
the  last;  gill  rakers  short,  tubercular,  in  moderate  number;  gill  mem- 
branes free  from  isthmus;  pseudobranchioB  present.  Skin  smooth,  except 
on  nape  and  along  dorsal  base,  where  it  bears  a few  small,  bony  tubercles. 
Spinous  dorsal  well  developed  and  separated  from  the  soft  dorsal  b}’’  a 
deep  notch;  pectorals  moderately  long,  their  rays  procurrent  below ; ven- 
trals  with  a spine  and  3 rays ; caudal  rounded.  North  Pacific.  Very  close 
to  Cottuncuhis,  apparently  differing  in  having  cirri  on  the  head  and  the 
preopercular  spines  not  hidden  by  skin.  {da6v<;,  Avoolly;  Coitus.) 


236*2,  DASYCOTTI  S SKI  KJEU,  Bean. 

Head  2;  depth  3.  D.  IX,  15;  A.  13;  Y.  I,  3;  lateral  line  (pores)  11  or  12. 
Eye  nearly  eipial  to  snout,  | length  of  head.  Maxillary  expanded  behind, 
its  length  equaling  that  of  snout  and  eye  combined,  extending  to  a little 
behind  middle  of  aye,.  Pectoral  extending  to  aboA^e  anal  origin ; ventral 
I as  long  as  postorbital  part  of  head;  longest  dorsal  spine  about  equaling 
eye  in  length;  spinous  dorsal  with  2 dusky  bands  extending  down  on  the 
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sides;  soft  dorsal  with  2 bands;  a similar  one  at  caudal  base  and  3 narrow 
bands  on  second  half  of  caudal;  pectoral  indistinctly  banded;  bead 
speckled  with  brown  dots.  (Bean.)  North  Pacific;  the  types  from 
iross  Station  2855,  north  latitude  57°,  west  longitude  153°  18',  at  a depth 
of  69  fathoms,  off  Sitkali dak  Island;  our  specimens  from  Puget  Sound  and 
off  Karluk.  Concerning  this  species  Dr.  Gilbert  observes ; 

“Taken  at  Albatross  Stations  3216,  3257,  3310,  3311,  and  3334,  located 
north  and  south  of  the  Alaskan  Peninsula,  and  north  of  Unalaska  Island, 
in  50  to  85  fathoms.  Tubercles  on  head  definitely  placed;  1 in  front  of 
eye;  4 above  orbit,  the  posterior  2 the  largest;  a pair  on  middle  of  sub- 
orbital  stay,  with  a smaller  one  above  them;  1 on  temporal  region,  and  1 
on  shoulder;  by  far  the  largest  pair  on  occiput,  where  they  are  high, 
compressed  spines,  directed  vertically  upward,  as  long  as  diameter  of 
pupil;  nasal  spines  obsolete.  Cirri  are  generally  distributed  over  upper 
part  of  head  and  body,  the  longer  ones  being  specially  numerous  on  max- 
illary, under  surface  of  mandible,  and  on  the  opercle  and  preopercle ; of 
the  larger  ones,  2 often  proceed  from  1 base;  a series  of  short  filaments 
along  upper  edge  of  pupil.  Mucous  pores  large,  those  of  the  mandibular 
and  buccal  series  slit-like.  In  adults  the  dorsal  bands  break  up  into 
series  of  spots  and  become  inconspicuous/’  {seta,  bristle;  gero,  I bear.) 

Dasycottus  setiger,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  42,  olf  Sitkalidak  Island,  Alaska 

(Type,  No.  45370.  Coll.  Albatross) ; Jordan  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  810,  pi. 

83 ; Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fisli  Comm.  1893  (1896),  411. 


735.  COTTUNCULUS,  Collett. 

Cottunculus,  Collett,  Norges  Fiske,  20,1875  (microps). 

Body  tadpole-sliaped,  the  head  extremely  large,  the  body  tapering  rap- 
idly from  the  shoulders  to  the  slender  tail;  mouth  rather  large,  terminal, 
oblique,  the  jaws  about  equal;  villiform  teeth  in  the  jaws;  a double  patch 
on  vomer;  no  teeth  on  the  palatines;  no  spines  on  the  head,  the  tuber- 
cular surface  of  the  skull  covered  by  skin;  skull  thin,  its  bones  not  firm. 
Gills  34,  no  slit  behind  the  last  arch;  gill  membranes  broadly  joined  to 
the  isthmus,  their  union  extending  to  above  the  lower  edge  of  the  base  of 
the  pectorals.  Pseudobranchiie  very  small;  no  cirri,  scales,  or  prickles; 
the  skin  thin  and  movable,  smooth,  or  roughened  with  small  warts. 
Spinous  dorsal  little  developed,  the  2 fins  usually  continuous;  spines  very 
slender,  flexible,  embedded  in  the  skin;  pectorals  short,  procurrent  below; 
ventrals  very  short,  well  separated,  their  rays  I,  3;  caudal  rounded. 
Deeper  parts  of  the  Atlantic.  (A  diminutive  of  Coitus.) 

a.  Anal  rays  10.  microps,  2363. 

aa.  Anal  rays  13.  thomsonii,  2364. 


2363.  COTTUNCULUS  MICROPS,  Collett. 

Head  2^;  depth  34.  D.  VI,  19;  A.  10.  Head  very  large,  its  length, 
breadth,  and  depth  nearly  equal;  the  greatest  depth  at  the  nape;  4 bony 
tubercles  on  toj)  of  head  and  some  at  the  sides,  all  covered  by  the  skin ; 
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lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  exteudiu"  to  below  the  middle  of  the  eye, 
which  is  equal  to  the  snout,  and  about  4.1  in  head;  suborbital  stay  and  the 
roughish  edge  of  the  preopercle  both  covered  by  smooth  skin ; chin  and 
preorbital  with  pores ; skin  everywhere  thin,  somewhat  movable,  its  sur- 
face roughened  by  small  blunt  warts;  dorsal  tin  continuous,  the  feeble 
spines  lower  than  the  soft  rays;  pectorals  barely  reaching  anal ; camlal 
long.  Color  pale,  with  3 broad,  dusky  cross  bauds  on  body  aud  tins,  1 on 
head,  1 through  spinous  dorsal  aud  pectoral,  aud  1 through  second  dorsal 
aud  anal,  besides  a small  band  at  base  of  caudal.  Length  8 inches.  Deep 
water  otf  coasts  of  Norway  and  Rhode  Island;  taken  by  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission  in  the  expeditions  of  the  Blake,  Fish  Hawk,  and  Albatross. 
Here  described  from  specimens  taken  off  Rhode  Island,  {juixpo^,  small; 
Qotp,  eye.) 

Cottuncuhis  microps,  Collett,  Norges  Fiske,  20,  pi.  1,  figs.  1-3,  1875,  Hasvig,  near  Ham- 
merfest,  Norway,  in  200  fathoms  (Coll.  Prof.  G.  P.  Sars) ; Collett,  Meddelelser  om 
Norges-Fiske,  1875-78, 1879;  Collett,  Forh.  Vid.  Selsk.,  Christiania.  1880, 11 ; Collett, 
Norsk.  Nordh.  Exped.,  18,  pi.  1,  figs.  5,  C;  Nyt.  Mag.  f.  Naturvid.,  xviii,  53,  1884;  Strom, 
Nor.sk.  Vid.  Selsk.  Skrift.  1880,  75;  Goode,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  470;  Goode  <fc 
Bean,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,x,  212,  1883;  Lill.jeboeg,  Sverig.  ocli.  Norg.  Fiske,  113 ; 
Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synop.sis,  688,  1883;  Gunther,  Challenger  Keport,  xxii,  60,  pi.  9, 
fig.  A,  1887;  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichth.,  269,  figs.  257  and  261,  A,  B,  1896. 


2364.  COTTUNCULUS  THO.HSOMI  (Gunther). 

Head  24;  dei)th3^to4;  eye  44  in  head;  snout  44;  D.  VI,  17;  A.  13;  P.22; 
Y.  I,  3;  C.  10.  Head  and  body  smooth,  scaleless,  covered  with  a tough, 
lax  skin;  length  of  head  nearly  ^ extreme  length  of  body,  including  cau- 
dal, its  greatest  height  i body  without  caudal;  greatest  width  of  head 
twice  length  of  maxillary ; distance  of  vent  from  insertion  of  anal  equals 
length  of  maxillarj’’;  eye  close  to  dorsal  profile;  intermaxillary  long  and 
slender,  slightly  more  than  3 times  in  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  inser- 
tion of  first  dorsal,  3^  in  head ; maxillary  very  slender,  except  in  posterior 
third,  where  it  is  considerably  expanded;  mandible  very  stout,  posteriorly 
widened,  its  length  contained  nearly  2^  times  m head.  Teeth  in  broad, 
villiform  bands  on  intermaxillary  and  mandible;  2 short,  separate,  similar 
bands  on  vomer;  none  on  palatines.  Head  armed  with  blunt  spines  as  in 
C.  liiicrops.  Distance  of  dorsal  from  tip  of  snout  nearly  e([ual  to  ^ total 
length,  caudal  included;  anal  fin  midway  between  tip  of  snout  and  end  of 
caudal ; length  of  upper  pectoral  rays  equal  to  that  of  postorbital  portion 
of  head,  its  rays  diminishing  rapidly  in  size,  the  lowest  being  exceedingly 
short;  distance  of  ventral  from  tip  of  snout  ^ of  total  length  without 
caudal;  length  of  free  portion  of  ventral  equals  eye.  Color  light  brown, 
the  fins  somewhat  darker.  Northern  Atlantic,  in  deep  water.  Length  6 
inches.  Specimens  obtained  by  the  Blake  from  Station  306,  in  41°  32'  50" 
north  latitude,  65°  55'  west  longitude,  etc. ; also  by  the  Albatross  from  Sta- 
tion 2181,  in  39°  29'  north  latitude,  71°  46'  west  longitude,  etc.,  and  by  the 
Fish  Hawk  from  Station  1029,  in  39°  57'  6"  north  latitude,  69°  16'  west 
longitude,  etc.  (Named  for  Sir  C.  Wyville  'fhompson,  Rc'gius  professor 
of  Natural  History  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  lirst  Director  of  the 
3030 48 
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Civilian  Staff  on  board  H.  M.  S.  Challenger  during  her  magnificent  scientific 
explorations.)  (Goode  & Beau.)  (Eu.) 

Coitus  thomsonii,  Gunther,  Proc.Koyal.Soc.  Edinburgh,  xi,  1882,  679,  Challenger  Station  4. 
Cottunculus  torvus,  Goode,  Proc.  F.  S.  Xat.  Mus.,  iii,  1880,  479,  Gulf  Stream,  off  Rhode 
Island;  Goode  & Bean,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  x,  212,  213, 1883;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Syuopsis,  688, 1883. 

Cottunculus  thomsonii,  Gunther,  Challenger  Report,  xxii,  61,  pi.  9,  tig.  B,  1887. 


’ 736.  MALACOCOTTUS,  Beau. 

Malacocottus,  Bean,  Proc.  F.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890, 42  (zonurus). 

Shape  similar  to  that  of  Cottunculus.  Body  tapering  rapidly  to  the 
slender  tail;  head  large;  mouth  terminal;  jaws  subequal;  minute  villi- 
form  teeth  in  broad  bands  on  maxillary  and  mandible ; vomer  and  palate 
toothless;  preoperculum  armed  with  short,  stout,  simple  spines.  Bones 
of  the  skull  thin.  Gills  3|^,  no  slit  behind  the  last.  Gill  openings  wide, 
the  membranes  broadly  attached  to  the  isthmus.  Gill  rakers  tubercular, 
in  moderate  number.  Spinous  dorsal  low,  separated  by  a deerp  notch  from 
the  soft  dorsal.  Pectorals  procurrent  in  front;  ventrals  small;  caudal 
rounded;  vent  distant  from  the  anal  origin.  Head  and  body  naked.  Lat- 
eral line  consisting  of  a series  of  large  pores.  North  Pacific.  {juaXaudi, 
soft;  Cottas.) 

2365.  MALACOCOTTUS  ZOXURUS,  Beau. 

Eye  3^;  snout  3^;  depth  equaling  length  of  head  without  snout.  D. 
IX,  14;  A.  11;  V.  I,  3;  lateral  line  (pores)  about  14.  Interorbital  spaces 
less  than  ^ length  of  eye.  Maxillary  extending  to  below  middle  of  eye. 
I’ectoral  reaching  to  a vertical  through  the  anal  origin  or  a little  beyond; 
ventral  scarcely  as  long  as  eye;  spinous  dorsal  low,  its  base  i as  long  as 
head,  its  longest  spine  f as  long  as  eye;  origin  of  dorsal  immediately 
above  upper  angle  of  gill  opening;  least  height  of  tail  scarcely  f length 
of  eye;  four  spines  on  preopercle,  the  largest  less  than  ^ as  long  as 
eye  and  with  a supplementary  spine  at  its  base.  A dark-brown  saddle- 
shaped  band  over  the  end  of  spinous  dorsal  and  2 on  soft  dorsal;  a brown 
band  at  base  of  tail  and  3 on  caudal  ; pectoral  with  several  indistinct  dark 
bauds  intermingled  with  pale  areas ; tips  of  pectorals  in  their  lower  half 
milky  white.  Length  4f  inches.  Coasts  of  Alaska,  about  the  peninsula. 
Concerning  this  species  Dr.  Gilbert  observes  : 

Several  specimens  were  taken  nortli  of  Fnalaska  Island  and  soutk  of  Fnimak  Island, 
in  138  and  351  fathoms.  Nasal  spines  obsolete;  supraorbital  rim  low,  slightly  elevated 
in  front  but  not  behind,  the  interorbital  space  wide,  shallowly  concave.  Occiput  with 
2 blunt  conical  protuberances  in  lieu  of  ridges,  and  without  spines;  a slight  occipital 
depression;  preopercular  angle  with  3 radiating  spines  of  nearly  equal  length,  a smaller 
spine  directed  outward  in  advance  of  the  middle  one  of  the  3 ; below  these  a partially  con- 
cealed spine  directed  downward  and  forward.  Oiiercular  rib  very  strong,  sharp  anterior^', 
broadening  behind  and  provided  with  3 low  ridges,  not  ending  in  a definite  spine;  a spi- 
nous point  on  subopercle  and  1 on  interopercle ; noneon  shoulder.  Anterior  nasal  tube 
short,  the  posterior  margin  jirolonged  into  a laciniate  fiap;  head  well  provided  with 
slender  cutaneous  filaments,  3 on  upper  portion  of  eyeball,  4 in  a transverse  line  behind 
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occiput,  a very  long  one  on  opercular  angle,  and  luuneroua  shorter  ones  on  operclc,  .jaws, 
and  along  anterior  portion  of  lateral  line.  Branchiostegals  7.  Body  without  i)lates  or 
prickles;  the  head,  including  upper  part  of  eye,  and  the  upper  anterior  part  of  hodj',  with 
sparsely  distributed  stellate  granulations,  visible  only  in  large  specimens.  In  our  speci- 
mens the  brown  bar  at  base  of  caudal  is  followed  by  a wide  white  bar,  sometimes  more  or 
less  broken,  the  terminal  half  blackish,  narrowly  margined  with  white. 

band;  ovpd,  tail.) 

Malacocottus  zonurus.  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  IMus.  1890,  43,  off  Trinity  Islands,  Alaska,  at 
Albatross  Station  2853,  at  56^  N.,  154°  W.,  in  159  fathoms  (Type,  No.  44(543.  Coll. 
Albatross)  -,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  411. 

737.  ARGYROCOTTUS,  Herzeiisteiu. 

Argyrocottus,  Herzenstein,  Melanges  Biol.  Ac.  Imp.  iSci.,  xiii,  1892,  219,  St.  Petersburg. 

Spinous  dorsal  short;  ventrals  extremely  long,  their  tips  extending 
beyond  front  of  anal  hn;  gill  membranes  scarcely  united  to  the  isthmus, 
forming  a broad  fold  across  it,  no  slit  behind  the  last  gill;  teeth  on  the 
vomer,  none  on  the  palatines;  skin  entirely  naked,  vithont  scales  or  bony 
plates;  preopercles  Avith  3 small  spines.  North  Pacific,  (apy'upos,  silver; 
Coitus.) 

23(iG.  ARGYROCOTTUS  ZAXDERI,  Herzenstein. 

Head  3i ; depth  4f,.  C.  YIII-15;  A.  13;  P.  U;  V.  3;  C.  18;  lateral  line 
with  35  tubes.  Eye  3f  in  length  of  head;  interorbital  space  I5  in  eye;  2 
well-developed  crests  at  the  vertex;  maxillary  reaching  middle  of  eye; 
lower  jaw  slightlj"  ijrojecting;  2 anal  spines;  3 small  spines  on  preopercle, 
the  up})er  half  as  long  as  the  eye,  turned  upward,  the  others  directed  down- 
Avard;  longest  dorsal  sjiine  ^ length  of  head;  pectoral  reaching  ninth  ray 
of  soft  dorsal;  A*eutrals  reaching  to  the  next  to  the  last  ray  of  anal. 
Color  broAvuish,  dark  aboA  e,  Avith  numerous  silA'ery  spots  bordered  Avith 
darker,  a silvery  stripe  from  beloAv  the  eye  to  the  base  of  the  lower  jaw; 
another  from  eye  to  angle  of  preopercle;  a roAV  of  6 large  irregular  spots 
along  middle  of  sides,  many  smaller  ones  below  these;  2 smaller  irreg- 
ular spots  behind  these;  a bell-shaped  si)ot  Avith  a point  directed  up- 
Avard  on  the  belly  betAveen  the  A eutrals;  the  first  dorsal  Avith  its  U2)per 
margin  blackish,  Avith  milk-Avhite  spots  dotted  Avith  black;  a trans2)arent 
spot  at  base  of  fourth  and  sixth  rays;  a small  trausiiareut  s^iot  near  base 
of  fourth  ray;  another  behind  sixth;  about  thesi*  S2)Ots  the  coloration  is 
darker;  soft  dorsal  almost  uniformly  dark ; anal  colorless,  its  border  dark, 
Avith  2 or  3 dark  sjiots  on  each  ray;  caudal  uniformly  dusky,  the  ujijier 
and  loAver  rays  blackish,  Avith  clear  sjiots;  ventral  with  darker  cross 
streaks;  pectorals  Avith  dark  rings  and  streaks.  Ventral  in  female  jirob- 
ably  much  shorter  than  in  male,  the  color  less  marked.  Three  specimens 
of  this  beautifully  marked  Cottoid  taken  in  Shana  Bay,  Iturup  Island, 
show  th(‘  following  characters;  The  branchiostegal  membranes  are  widely 
joined  across  the  throat,  narrowly  united  in  front  of  the  middle  line  of 
isthmus,  Avith  a rather  Avide  free  margin  behind;  lateral  line  without 
lilates;  nasal  spines  small ; 4 short  spines  on  preoiiercular  margin.  These 
sjiccimeus  ansAver  well  to  the  detailed  description  of  the  type,  but  are 
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still  more  oruate,  in  that  they  possess  along  the  hack  a number  of  broad 
dark  bars  alternating  with  lighter  bars,  the  former  confluent  below,  with 
the  ground  color  of  the  sides.  In  the  largest  specimen,  7 cm.  long,  the 
ventral  flns  extend  only  to  base  of  third  anal  ray.  There  are  no  tuber- 
cles on  the  rays,  and  the  membranes  extend  nearly  to  tips  of  the  2 outer 
rays,  and  f length  of  the  inner  ray.  The  ventral  spine  is  slender,  nearly 
as  long  as  the  inner  ray,  and  is  firmly  aduate  to  outer  ray.  The  smaller 
specimens  are,  respectively,  4 cm.  and  3.5  cm.  long,  the  ventrals  reaching 
in  one  to  front  of  anal,  in  the  other  to  vent;  flns  are  flnely  cross  barred, 
more  variegated  than  in  the  type.  Known  only  from  Saghalien  Island,  1 
specimen  92  mm.  long  (Herzenstein),  and  Iturup  Island,  where  3 specimens 
were  obtained  by  the  Albatross  in  1896,  our  description  from  the  latter. 
(Named  for  its  discoverer.  Dr.  Zander.  ) 

Argyrocottus  zanden,  Herzenstein,  Melanges  Biol.  Ac.  Imp.  Sci.,  xiii,  1892,  219,  Korsa- 
kow,  Saghalien.  (Type,  No.  9679,  Mus.  St.  Petersburg.  Coll.  Dr.  Zander.) 


738.  POROCOTTUS,  Gill. 

PorocoUtts,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1859, 166  (quadrifilis) . 

This  genus  contains  small  sculpins,  distinguished  from  Miioxocepbahishj 
the  presence  of  4 si)iues  on  the  opercle,  the  uppermost  being  curved  or 
hooked  upward.  Lower  jaw  included;  1 suprascapular  spine;  lateral 
line  modifled,  giving  off  pairs  of  diverging  branches,  with  pores  at  their 
ends.  Cirri  above  eye  and  on  nape.  Northern  Paciflc;  the  species  not 
well  known  and  possibly  reducible  to  1 or  2.  {itopoc,  pore;  H6rTo<;, 
Coitus.) 

a.  Dorsal  rays  VIII,  13  or  14;  anal  rays  11  or  12. 

h.  Opercle  with  3 ridges,  the  upper  ending  in  a sharp  spine;  pores  of  lower  jaw 
small;  fins  low.  SELLARIS,  2367. 

bb.  Opercular  siunes  well  developed ; fins  high ; pores  well  develoiied. 

QUADRATUS,  2368. 

bbb.  Opercle  undescrihed.  polaris,  2369. 

bbbb.  Opercle  without  rib  or  spine.  quadrifilis,  2370. 

aa.  Dorsal  rays  VI,  16;  anal  rays  14;  lower  jaw  with  large  pores;  opercular  spines 
obsolete.  tentaculatus,  2371. 


2367.  POROCOTTUS  SELLARIS  (Gilbert). 

Head  2f  to  3 in  length;  depth  3|.  D.  VIII,  14  (13);  A.  10  to  12  (usually 
11) ; P.  16.  Pairs  of  pores  in  lateral  line  32  to  34.  Branchiostegals  6. 
Head  cuboid,  the  anterior  proflle  of  snout  subvertical,  the  greatest  width 
a trifle  more  than  the  depth  at  occiput.  Cheeks  sub  vertical.  Interorbital 
region  elevated,  the  supraorbital  rim  furnished  posteriorly  with  a low 
tubercle  which  usually  bears  an  inconspicuous  cirrus.  The  interorbital 
space  is  rather  wide,  transversly  concave,  its  least  width  24  in  eye. 
Occipital  depression  well  marked,  the  ridges  unbroken,  straiglit,  converg- 
ing rapidly  backward,  the  distance  between  their  tijis  but  f that  between 
their  anterior  ends.  From  the  latter,  2 low  ridges  converge  for  a short  dis- 
tance onto  the  floor  of  occipital  depression.  The  ridges  do  not  terminate 
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in  spines,  l)ut  bear  small  cirri  similar  to  those  above  eye.  Like  the  latter, 
they  may  be  indistinct  or  'svauting.  Maxillary  reaching  vertical  from 
posterior  margin  of  pupil,  2;|  in  head;  eye  3;i,  slightly  exceeding  snont. 
Nasal  spines  very  strong.  Two  short  spines  diverge  from  angle  of  pre- 
opercle,  the  upper  one  slightly  curved,  directed  upward  and  backward, 
i the  diameter  of  orbit,  the  lower  directed  straight  backward,  f the 
length  of  the  upper  one.  Below  these  a short  spinous  projection  con- 
cealed in  the  skin,  and  a longer  spine  directed  downward  and  forward; 
opercle  with  3 lengthwise  ridges,  the  uppermost  ending  in  a deiinite  sharp 
spine;  subopercular  spine  well  developed;  1 also  at  posterior  end  of  inter- 
operclo,  and  1 at  shoulder.  Gill  membranes  broadly  joined  to  isthmus, 
with  a wide  free  fold  ])osteriorly ; a few  small  prickly  plates  behind  axil 
of  pectorals;  skin  otherwise  smooth;  occiput  and  nape  thickly  covered 
with  minute  dermal  i)ai)illa‘,  interspersed  with  very  small  mucous  pores, 
which  are  distributed  also  over  the  anterior  part  of  the  head;  ])ores  on 
mandible  and  preopercular  margin  small,  not  better  developed  than  in 
other  species  of  Porocoitiis.  Lateral  line  giving  oft'  pairs  of  short  diverg- 
ing branches,  at  the  tips  of  which  are  the  pores.  Dorsals  connected  at 
extreme  base;  soft  dorsal  terminating  slightly  behind  the  anal;  ftns  all 
low;  ventrals  reaching  vent;  pectorals  to  opposite  third  ray  of  anal. 
Color  in  spirits:  Upper  parts  brownish,  with  2 V(“r3' conspicuous  white 
saddle-shaped  bars  extending  downward  and  forward  from  back,  the 
first,  about  as  wide  as  orbit,  extending  from  below  the  dorsal  notch  in  a 
straight  line  toward  lower  axil  of  pectorals,  including  above,  the  posterior 
margin  of  spinous  dorsal,  and  the  extreme  basal  portion  of  first  rays  of 
soft  dorsal ; the  second  bar  including  dorsally  the  terminal  portion  of  soft 
dorsal  onto  which  it  extends,  and  the  antei  ior  jiortion  of  caudal  peduncle; 
like  the  anterior  bar,  it  is  variable  in  width,  extending  forward  and  down- 
ward to  below  caudal  peduncle;  the  ground  color  becoming  intensified 
along  the  margins  of  these  light  bars ; caudal  with  a light  basal  bar  which 
becomes  widened  and  pure  white  in  its  lower  half,  adding  to  the  series 
of  conspicuous  light  markings;  in  some  specimens,  these  white  bars  are 
tinged  with  brownish,  henc(‘  less  conspicuous;  under  parts  whitish;  lips 
and  lower  jaw  with  light  and  dark  cross  bars,  whicdi  are  often  indistinct; 
branchiostegal  membranes  sometimes  with  indistinct  cross  bars;  the 
darker  interspaces  below  soft  dorsal  and  on  caudal  peduncle  usually 
encircle  the  body  below,  but  are  sometimes  (in  males)  broken  on  middle 
of  sides  with  spots  and  l)lotche8  of  white  (see  figure  in  Nidson’s  report 
cited  below);  axil  of  pectorals  usuallj'  with  2 round  whit(i  spots,  most 
distinct  in  males;  basal  portion  of  anterior  face  of  pectorals  dusky  or 
black,  in  males  with  2 round  white  spots;  fin  distally  barred  with  light 
and  dark;  caudal  cross  barred ; anal  and  ventrals  with  faint  cross  l»ars, 
or  plain;  dorsal  blackish.  Taken  abundantly  in  Bristol  Bay,  Bering  Sea, 
and  neighboring  parts  of  the  Arctic,  in  depths  5 to  17  fathoms.  We  are 
unable  to  follow  Dr.  Bean  in  identifying  this  fish  with  Porocottus  quadri- 
fiUs,  Gill  (Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1859,  166).  The  latter  is  described 
as  having  a single  hooked  preopercular  spine,  an  opercle  without  rib  or 
spine,  and  large  pores  on  head  and  lower  jaw.  None  of  these  applies  to 
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the  present  species.  P.  quadrifiVw  is  also  said  to  have  5 hrauchiostegal 
rays,  hut  this  is  possibly  an  error.  It  is  also  described  as  having  a slender 
superciliary  filament,  and  1 on  each  side  of  the  nape.  We  do  not  find, 
to  offset  these,  any  details  in  the  original  description  which  agree  strik- 
ingly with  our  fish,  even  the  color  being  inapplicable.  (Gilbert.)  (sellaris, 
saddled.) 

C'othis  quadrifilis.  Bean,  iu  Kelson’s  Report  Kat.  ITist.  Coll,  in  Alaska,  309,  pi.  18,  1887 : 
not  Porocottus  quadrifilis,  Cill. 

Acanthocottus  sellaris,  Gileert,  Report  IT.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  419,  Bristol  Bay, 
at  Albatross  Stations  3229,  3231,  and  others,  in  5 to  17  fathoms. 

2308.  rOROrOTTUS  QUADRATFS,  B.  A.  Bean,  new  species. 

Head  2|;  dejith  3f;  eye  3^  in  head;  mandible  3b;  maxillary  3;  inter- 
orbital  width  2 in  eye,  D.  YIII,  14;  A.  12;  V.  I,  3;  P.  16.  Head  rather 
short  and  broad,  quadrangular;  profile  from  tip  of  ujiper  jaw  ascending 
and  thence  gently  sloping  upward  to  origin  of  dorsal,  from  which  point 
almost  vertically  to  end  of  nasal  spine,  rounding  OAmr  orbital  ridge,  the 
body  gradually  tapering  to  the  tail,  the  depth  of  the  caudal  peduncle  being 
contained  about  31  times  in  greatest  depth  of  body.  Gill  membranes 
united  and  forming  a fold  across  the  isthmus.  Opercular  spines  well 
developed,  the  lowermost  on  opercle  and  that  on  preopercle  being  curved 
downward  and  upward.  Cranial  ridges  ending  in  spines  of  small  size. 
Numerous  pores  on  head,  those  in  front  visible  to  the  naked  eye;  tubular 
pores  on  body,  especially  above  anal  base,  where  they  appear  to  the  naked 
eye  as  raised  white  specks.  Fins  all  well  developed,  large;  length  of  first 
dorsal  base  little  more  than  b length  of  second;  anal  fin  origin  under  third 
and  fourth  rays  of  second  dorsal  and  ending  opposite  its  last  ray;  length 
of  longest  dorsal  spine  about  f as  long  as  longest  ray,  or  equal  to  length 
of  longest  anal  ray;  pectorals  large  and  broad;  ventrals  reaching  past 
anal  origin.  Color  reddish  brown,  relieved  by  much  white;  under  parts 
whitish;  head  above  and  below  brown,  flecked  with  white;  lips  pale;  a 
broad  white  half  bar  on  body  extending  from  end  of  spinous  dorsal  to 
fourth  ray  of  second  dorsal,  another  extending  from  sixth  to  ninth  ray, 
and  a third  from  last  ray  to  near  (uid  of  caudal  peduncle,  which  it  encir- 
cles in  connection  with  a dark  bar,  the  lafter  extending  on  the  caudal  fin  ; 
pectorals  and  caudal  barred ; A'entrals  with  round  black  Idotches  forming 
rows  on  the  rays.  Bering  Island;  only  the  type  known.  (B.  A.  Bean.) 
(Type,  No.  33875,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  a single  exami^le  3 inches  long,  Bering 
Island,  1883;  collected  by  Dr.  L.  Stejneger.)  {quadratas,  four-angled.) 

Porocottus  qvadratus,  B.  A.  Bean  MS.,  in  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Rept.  Fur  Seal  Investiga- 
lions,  1898,  Bering  Island. 

2369.  POROCOTTUS  POLARIS  (Sabine). 

This  very  imperfectl}"  described  species  is  no  doubt  allied  to  Porocoffus 
sclhiris  and  quadrifilis.  It  is  thus  characterized:  D.  AH,  13;B.  15;  A".  5; 
A.  14;  C.  14  (Sabine).  1).  AHII,  13;  P.  15;  Ab  5;  A.  15;  C.  12  to  14  (Eoss). 
This  species  is  compared  by  Captain  Sabine  to  Coitus  (lohio.  but  that  has 
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the  head  almost  unarmed.  It  agrees  with  Coitus  {Enophrys)  cUiruier  in 
the  number  of  rays  in  the  dorsal,  but  its  ventrals  are  described  as  having 
more  rays  than  usual  in  this  genus.  Capt.  J.  C.  Ross  informs  us  that  it 
seldom  exceeds  2 inches  in  length,  and  that  it  is  very  abundant  on  the  east 
side  of  the  peninsula  of  Boothia,  affording  a plentiful  supply  of  food  to 
the  numerous  waterfowl  which  breed  there.  ‘‘A  species  of  Coitus,  similar 
in  habits  to  C.  (johio,  very  adundant  on  the  shores  of  north  Georgia  (lat. 
75°),  inhabiting  the  pools  of  water  left  l)y  the  tide,  and  the  mouths  of 
small  rivulets  by  which  the  snow  on  melting  found  its  way  to  the  sea; 
the  largest  individual  did  not  ecpial  2 inches  in  length;  the  head  is  more 
comi)ressed  and  not  so  much  flattened  as  in  the  Coitus  quadricornis,  and  is 
armed  with  2 strong  spines  ])laced  before  and  l)etweeu  the  eyes;  the  gill 
covers  are  also  armed  with  4 strong  si)ines;  the  i)ectoral  tins  are  larger  in 
proportion  than  those  of  C.  qohio,  and  the  upper  jaw  rather  exceeds  the 
lower;  the  lateral  lines  are  furnished  with  a series  of  small  tubercles 
directed  backward;  color  light,  with  clusters  of  minute  dusky  spots.’’ 
(Richardson;  quoted  from  Sal)ine.)  Not  recognized  by  recent  writers. 
Liitken  comjiares  it  with  Icelus  hicoruis,  but  it  must  be  ditfereut,  and  it 
may  be  identical  with  Porocotius  quadrifiUs^’  if  is  at  least  a Porocottus. 
{polaris,  polar.) 

Cottus  polaris,  Sabine,  App.  Parry’s  First  Voyage,  ccxin,  north  Georgia;  J.  C.  Eoss, 
App.  LTii;  Richardson,  Fauna  Boreali- Americana,  in,  43,  1836;  -Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synojisis,  706. 

2370.  POIKX’OTTUS  (JU ADRIFILIS,  Gill. 

This  species  is  known  only  from  Dr.  Gill’s  account,  as  follows: 

“ D.  ATIl,  13.  The  color  is  purple,  irregularly  spotted  with  black.  There 
IS  a dark  spot  under  the  eye,  and  another  on  the  maxillary.  The  dorsals, 
caudal,  and  pectorals  are  irregularly  variegated  with  black.  On  the  pec- 
torals there  is  a dark  spot  at  the  upper  axilla,  and  another  larger  one 
toward  the  middle  of  the  base.  There  is  a slender  superciliary  fflameiit 
and  1 on  each  side  of  the  nape.  It  is  to  the  presence  of  these  that  the 
specilic  name  is  designed  to  draw  attention.  Specimens  were  obtained  in 
Bering  Straits  at  the  same  time  as  Poreocoitus  axillaris,  Gill.” 

The  genus  Porocottus,  Gill,  is  thus  described: 

“ Body  anteriorly  subcylindrical,  rapidly  declining  to  the  caudal.  Skin 
naked.  Lateral  line  opening  by  ])ores  in  raised  papilhc,  under  a cutaneous 
keel.  Head  large  and  depressed,  subrhomboidal.  Nasal  spines  small. 
l*r(‘opercle  with  a single  hooked  spine.  Opercle  without  a longitudinal 
rib  or  spine.  Large  jiores  under  the  lower  jaw  and  on  various  parts  of 
the  head.  Mouth  moderate.  Teeth  oii  the  jaws  and  front  of  the  vomer. 
Branch iostegal  membrane  continuous  under  the  throat,  but  attached 
along  the  middle  to  the  throat,  almost  as  far  as  the  margin.  Branchios- 
tcgal  rays  5.  Dorsals  separate;  the  first  low,  the  second  oblong  and 
opposite  the  anal.  Ventrals  small,  behind  the  pectorals,  each  with  a 
spine  and  3 soft  rays.  The  Porocotti  have  a strong  resemblance  to  the 
lioreocotii,  but  are  distinguished  by  the  naked  skin,  hooked  preopercular 
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spine,  the  absence  of  a longitudinal  rib  on  the  opercle,.  numerous  j^ores, 
and  the  presence  of  only  5 hranchiostegal  rays.  (Gill.)’^ 

Not  recognized  by  recent  collectors,  (quatnor,  four;  fihim,  filament.) 

Porocottns  (juadrifilis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.,  1859, 166,  Bering  Straits. 

Coitus  quadrifilis,  J oedan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  708, 1883. 


2371.  POROCOTTUS  TENTACULATUS  (Kner). 

Head  3^.  D.  YI-16  or  17 ; A.  14  or  15 ; V.  I,  13,  P.  14  or  15.  Head  small, 
mouth  small,  the  lower  jaw  included;  eye  large,  3 in  head,  longer  than 
snout;  interorbital  space  channel-like,  less  than  4 diameter  of  eye;  a 
sharp  spine  before  each  eye,  on  Avhich  is  a fringed  tentacle;  supraocular 
ridge  ending  in  a blunt,  forked,  bony  kuol),  on  which  is  a small  thread- 
like tentacle;  the  quadrangular  interspace  between  these  two  sets  of 
tentacles  is  excavated ; preopercular  spine  long,  curved  upwards,  | diam- 
eter of  eye ; the  second  spine  much  shorter  and  turned  backward ; 2 
spines  lower,  turned  downward;  subopercle  with  a spine  turned  down- 
ward; a similar  one  on  opercle;  maxillary  reaching  to  middle  of  eye; 
lower  jaw  with  large  pores.  Dorsal  fins  low,  the  rays  flexible,  the  two 
close  together;  ventrals  reaching  vent;  pectorals  past  beginning  of  anal. 
Skin  of  body  wholly  naked;  lateral  line  complete,  bending  downward  on 
caudal  peduncle.  Color  clear  brown,  darker  above,  the  head  above  with 
a few  large  dark  brown  spots,  which  form  obscure  bands,  1 of  these  from 
front  of  eye  across  upper  lip,  second  liroader  from  eye  across  subopercle; 
lower  jaw  speckled;  throat  and  breast  plain  yellowish;  back  with  about 
6 dark  cross  bands,  those  most  anterior  the  broadest;  sides  of  body  with 
a network  of  brown  streaks  around  pale  spots;  a large  bright  yellow  spot 
at  base  of  caudal;  fins  all  finely  spotted  with  whitish  and  dotted  with 
dark,  the  caudal  with  5 or  6 dark  cross  bauds;  pectorals  faintly  barred 
(Kner. ) A single  specimen,  2 inches  long,  said  to  be  from  Singapore,  which 
is  of  course  an  error.  It  probably  came  from  the  Pacific  coast  of  Asia, 
perhaps  from  Yezo  or  Decastris  Bay.  As  Kner  has  indicated,  this  species 
has  much  in  common  with  Porocottns  quadrifilis,  but  the  fin  rays  are  more 
numerous.  It  is,  hoAvever,  not  impossible  that  the  two  are  identical  and 
both  may  be  identical  with  F.  sellaris  and  P.  polaris.  (tentaculatus,  bear- 
ing tentacles.) 

Coitus  tentaculatus.  Knee,  Sitzber.  Alcacl.  Wias.  Wien,  LViii,  1868,  22,  taf.  5,  lig.  12,  Singa- 
pore ; evidently  an  error.  (No.  5591a  Wien  Mus.) 


739.  ONCOCOTTUS,  Gill. 

Oncocottus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pbila.  1862,  13  {quadricornis). 

Phis  genus  contains  small  sculpins  allied  to  Mi/oxocephalns,  but  with 
4 preopercular  spines,  the  uppermost  being  straight;  a rather  large  slit 
behind  the  last  gill  arch ; the  lateral  line  chain-like  in  form.  Mouth  small, 
the  lower  jaw  included,  the  dentition  as  in  Myoxocephalus.  Isthmus 
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narrow,  the  gill  menihraues  forming  a broad  fold  across  it,  males  with 
rough  stellate  tubercles  and  with  the  crest  on  top  of  head  rough  and 
formed  like  the  comb  of  a cock,  these  little  developed  in  the  female. 
Bones  of  head  somewhat  cavernous,  but  less  so  than  in  Trifflopsis,  from 
which  genus  Oncooottus  is  scarcely  distinct.  Species  circumpolar,  probably 
reducible  to  one.  {6xho<^,  hook;  uorro^,  Cottus.) 

a.  Atlantic  species;  maxillary  short;  pectoral  moderate ; caudal  rounded. 

QUADRTCORNIS,  2372. 

^ aa.  Arctic  Amei'ican  species;  maxillary  longer ; pectoral  longer;  caudal  truncate. 

HEXACORNIS,  2373. 


2372.  OXCOCOTTUS  QIIADRICORMS  (Linnmus). 

Head  ; depth  4 ; eye  4 in  head.  D.  VIII  or  IX-14 ; A.  13  or  14 ; cteca  7 ; 
vertehriB  40;  lateral  line  45.  Body  rather  slender,  the  caudal  peduncle 
very  slender.  Head  long,  tapering  forward ; mouth  large,  the  maxillary 
reaching  to  below  posterior  margin  of  eye;  lower  jaw  included;  bones  of 
head  below  eye  cavernous,  as  in  Triglopsis  thomjysoni,  but  less  so;  preopercle 
with  2 long,  diverging  spines,  the  upper  and  longer  not  quite  reaching 
opercular  margin  ; opercular  and  scapular  spines  quite  short;  adult  male 
with  a rugose  .spine,  broader  and  expanded  at  tip  like  a cock^s  comb  above 
each  eye  posteriorly,  and  a similar  one  on  each  side  of  occiput;  these 
spines  smaller  in  the  female  and  the  young.  Males  with  irregular  series 
of  round,  rough,  wart-like  scales  above  the  lateral  line,  these  wanting  in 
the  female;  lateral  line  chain-like,  with  small  embedded  plates;  head 
naked.  First  dorsal  convex,  of  slender  spines,  well  separated  from 
second,  which  is  rather  high,  the  longest  ray  If  in  head ; pectorals  reaching 
anal;  ventrals  moderate;  caudal  rounded.  A moderate  slit  behind  last 
gill.  Color  little  variegated;  olivaceous  above ; the  fins  faintly  spotted. 
Arctic  regions,  south  to  the  Baltic  Sea,  westward  to  eastern  Greenland. 
If  it  is  identical  with  0.  hexacornis,  its  range  extends  westward  to  Siberia, 
and  its  distribution  is  circumpolar.  It  is  abundant  in  the  eastern  Baltic 
and  in  Lakes  I.adoga  and  Onega  where  it  is  dwarfish  in  size,  without  the 
horns  on  front  and  nape;*  north  to  the  White  Sea  and  Nova  Zembla.  It 
is  said  to  be  rare  in  England  and  eastern  Greenland;  unknown  in  western 
Greenland.  Dr  Liitken  has  compared  specimens  from  eastern  Greenland 
with  others  from  the  Baltic  and  finds  no  difference  except  that  the  inter- 
orbital  space  in  European  examples  is  more  concave.  O.  hexacornis  is  found 
in  the  waters  of  Arctic  America  and  may  not  be  different,  {quatuor,  four; 
cornu,  horn). 

Cottus  quadricornis,  Linnads,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  264,  1758,  Baltic  Sea;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii, 
166,1860;  LiiTKEN,  Vid.  Med.  Kjdb.,  87,  1876;  Day,  Fish.  Great  Brit.,  53, 1880;  Jordan 
& Gilbert,  Synopsis,  705,  1883. 

Oncocottus  quadricornis.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1862, 13. 

^ Acanthocottus  labradoricus,  Girard,  Bost.  Journ.  Nat.  Hist.,  vi,  1850,  247  pi.  7.  fig,  3.,  coast 
of  Labrador;  female. 


* These  dwarf  specimens  may  not  he  separable  from  Triglopsis,  which  genus  is  evidently 
derived  from  the  lacustrine  degradation  of  Oncocottus. 
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2373.  OXCOCOTTUS  HEXACORNIS  (llichardsoii). 

D.  VIII  or  IX,  14  or  15;  A.  14  or  15;  P.  17;  V.  I,  3;  Br.  6.  Head  3^  (to 
eud  of  opercular  spine) ; eye  5 ; snout  3.};  iuterorbital  space  64;  maxillary 
2.  Body  slender,  tapering  gradually  from  the  rather  narrow  depressed 
head  to  a very  slender  caudal  peduncle;  mouth  large  and  horizontal;  the 
maxillary  reaching  past  the  orbit;  lower  jaw  shorter  than  the  upper  but 
not  quite  included  within  it.  The  spine  on  the  head  smooth  and  without 
tubercles  or  warts.  In  place  of  the  supraocular  and  occipital  spines  there 
are  4 large  bony  elevations,  each  much  resembling  the  comb  of  a cock,* 
their  upper  surfaces  rough  and  scabrous.  (In  the  young  these  4 lug  bones 
are  very  small  or  warty.)  The  occipital  ridges  scarcely  elevated  and 
inclosing  an  oblong  aud  slightly  concave  area  narrowest  posteriori}-  and 
running  into  the  concave  interorbital  space  anteriorly;  nasal  spines  well 
developed  and  in  the  older  fish  inclined  to  be  club-shaped  and  scabrous; 
upper  angle  of  the  superclavicle  prolonged  posteriorly  into  a strong  spine, 
its  upper  surface  scabrous;  just  at  the  base  and  immediately  in  front  of  it 
a much  smaller  spine  or  tubercle  on  the  iiosterior  eud  of  the  iiost-temporal 
bone;  a spine  almost  concealed  in  membrane  just  above  base  of  pectoral; 
preopercle  with  4 spines,  the  upper  equaling  the  orbit  in  length  and  extend- 
ing upward  and  backward,  in  some  curved  slightly  inward,  covered  with 
membrane  for  about  4 its  length;  the  second  spine  immediately  at  the 
base  of  the  first  and  is  ^ as  long,  straight,  and  extending  outward  and 
backward;  the  third,  found  farther  down,  curved  downward;  the  fourth, 
at  the  lower  angle  of  the  preopercle,  directed  forward  and  downward  and 
sometimes  entirely  covered  by  membrane ; opercular  spine  rather  strong,  its 
point  raised  from  the  membrane  and  not  reaching  end  of  opercular  flap. 
There  is  a slender  sharp  spine  at  the  lower  angle  of  the  opercle,  lateral 
line  running  rather  high  and  composed  of  elongated  rectangular  plates, 
each  with  a concave  depression  at  either  end,  thus  making  a row  of  ellip- 
tical depressions  along  the  lateral  line;  the  plates  not  x^resent  on  the 
posterior  half  of  the  caudal  peduncle;  above  the  lateral  line  a row  of  rough 
circular  osseous  x^lates,  beginning  on  the  naxie  and  running  to  the  base 
of  the  caudal,  gradually  becoming  smaller  and  nearer  together;  under 
the  second  dorsal  this  row  is  double;  below  the  lateral  line  and  beneath 
the  second  dorsal  about  3 irregular  rows  of  similar  but  smaller  plates. 

Adult  female. — First  dorsal  lower  than  in  male,  scarcely  rounded  x^oste- 
riorly  but  slox>ing  almost  gradually  toward  the  base  of  the  second  dorsal; 
third  and  fourth  spines  longest  and  equal  to  length  of  snout;  second  dor- 
sal al)0ut  twice  as  high  as  first  and  varying  a great  deal  in  shape,  the 
membrane  scarcely  incised,  the  first  3 or  4 rays  with  rough,  pi'ickly 
edges;  anal  oblong  and  slightly  rounded,  the  middle  rays  longer  than 
snout,  the  membrane  between  the  rays  not  incised;  x^ectoral  scarcely 
reaching  front  of  secoiul  dorsal,  first  2 or  3 rays  rough  on  their  outer  edge, 
the  membrane  not  incised;  caudal  not  rounded  biTt  truncate<l  with  rather 
shai'x^  corners,  10  develox^ed  rays,  8 of  them  lu’anched;  ventrals  reaching  f 
to  the  A-^ent,  the  inner  ray  no  longer  than  the  middle  one. 

Adult  male. — The  first  dorsal  higher  than  in  the  female,  the  third  and 
fourth  rays  longest  and  e([ual  in  length  to  the  distance  from  suout  to 
middle  of  eye,  xJosterior  end  of  fin  more  rounded;  second  dorsal  more  than 
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twice  as  high  as  hrst,  the  membrane  between  the  rays  deeply  incised,  the 
anterior  rays  projecting  for  nearly  their  length  beyond  the  membrane, 
the  membrane  following  around  the  edge  of  the  projecting  rays,  the  rays 
scabrous  ou  their  sides;  anal  oblong,  but  more  angular  than  in  female, 
the  longest  ray  reaching  from  snout  to  posterior  edge  of  orbit ; the  mem- 
brane between  the  first  4 rays  quite  deeply  incised,  outer  edge  of  rays 
scabrous;  veutrals  reaching  4 to  vent,  the  inner  ray  longest. 

Color. — In  the  young  the  color  is  gray  above  and  white  beneath,  a dark 
saddle  marking  over  the  back  at  the  center  of  the  first  dorsal;  another 
similar  marking  under  the  anterior,  and  another  under  the  posterior  end 
of  the  second  dorsal;  a dark  spot  the  size  of  the  eye  on  top  of  the  caudal 
peduncle  and  midway  in  its  length  (the  young  may  be  distinguished  at  a 
glance  by  this  marking  on  top  of  the  caudal  peduncle) ; a V-shaped  marking 
at  the  base  of  the  caudal  with  the  angle  of  tlie  V on  the  lateral  line  and 
directed  forward ; this  marking  in  the  older  specimen  extends  forward  into 
the  peduncle  spot;  the  caudal  is  marked  by  2 vertical  wavy  bands  ou 
its  posterior  half,  the  first  one  the  wider,  the  last  one  at  the  tips  of  the 
rays;  these  bands  are  solid,  extending  across  the  rays  and  membrane;  the 
pectorals  are  dark  at  the  base,  the  rest  marked  by  3 vertical  black  bars; 
tlie  first  dorsal  is  slightly  dusted  with  black,  the  second  is  slightly  mot- 
tled with  black,  but  with  no  bars;  the  anal  has  3 or  4 vertical  dark  bars. 
In  the  adults  the  general  appearance  of  the  fish  is  very  much  darker, 
almost  black;  the  lower ])arts  are  light;  the  markings  are  not  so  distinct; 
the  fins  except  tin*  ventrals  are  all  dark,  and  the  markings  on  the  pectorals, 
caudal,  and  amil  run  together  into  solid  black;  the  lower  parts,  especially 
in  the  mah'S,  brilliantly  colored  with  red.  (Scofield.)  Arctic  waters  of 
America,  from  western  Greenland  to  Bering  Straits.  This  fish  seems  to 
differ  from  (hicocoitus  quadricornis  from  the  Baltic  Sea,  having  a longer 
maxillary,  longer  pectorals,  and  a square-cut  caudal  fin.  All  these  charac- 
ters are  of  doubtful  value,  and  the  species  may  be  the  same  as  the  European 
O.  quadricornis.  We  can  find  no  good  difference  between  our  specimen  and 
a small  one  from  Arctic  Bay,  west(*rn  Greenland  (received  from  Prof. 
D’Arcy  W.  Thompson).  The  fish  figured  by  Nelson  as  Cotius  quadricornis 
(Nelson,  Natural  History  of  Ala.ska)  is  probably  the  same  as  the  one  here 
(le.seribed,  but  according  to  the  figure  there  are  several  differences. 
Scofield  and  S(‘ale  found  tins  fish  very  abundant  along  the  shores  of  Her- 
chel  Island.  It  was  about  the  only  fish  to  be  found  where  the  bottom  was 
nimbly.  A few  young  were  taken  at  Point  Barrow,  ami  at  Port  Clarence, 
both  young  and  old;  3 of  the  young  were  found  in  the  river  back  of 
Graiitly  Harbor.  (£q,  six;  con/a,  horn.) 

Coitus  hexacornis*  Richakdson  Franklin's  .Journal,  1823,  726,  mouth  of  Tree  River  near 
Coppermine  River  (Coll.  John  Franklin):  Richardson,  Fauna  F.or.-Amer.,  in,  44, 
1836;  Gunther  Cat.,  ii,  166.  1860. 

Acanthocottiis  lahradoricus,  Girard,  Bo.st.  Journ.  Nat.  PKst.  vi,  1850,  247,  pi.  7,  fitj.  3, 
Coast  of  Labrador. 

Oncocottus  hexarornis,  ScoFlELD.  in  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Rept.  Fur  .Seal  Invest.,  1898. 

* Coitus  hexacornis,  Richardson  was  thus  originally  described  ;. 

D.  VII,  13;  A.  ; C.  12;  P.  16;  Br.  6.  Head  large  and  dei)ressed.  Eyes  large.  Six 
club-shaped,  or  rather  nail-shaped,  processes  stand  erect  on  the  top  of  the  head,  their 
summits  tlattisb,  minutely  cancellated  and  scabrous;  the  smallest  pair  stand  between 
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Oottvs  lahracloricus*  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  163, 1860 ; Bean,  Proc.  II.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  iv,  1881, 128 ; 
Jordan  &,  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  704,  1883. 


the  nares ; the  largest  over  the  posterior  angles  of  the  orbits,  and  the  third,  of  inter- 
mediate size,  on  the  occiput.  The  mouth  is  very  capacious;  its  margins  are  formed  hy 
the  iutermaxillaries  and  lower, jaw;  the  maxillaVies  have  an  elongated  wedge  form,  and 
lie  in  a membrane  behind  the  intermaxillaries.  Both  jaws  and  vomer  are  set  with  hands 
of  9 teeth,  en  velours.  Tongue  obtuse  and  smooth,  as  are  the  palate  and  maxillaries. 
The  preopei'culum  is  armed  beneath  with  3 strong,  devaricated  spines,  the  posterior  one, 
which  measures  ^ inch,  being  the  longest.  The  gill  covers  are  composed  of  several  bones 
connected  by  membrane,  and  armed  on  the  exterior  edges  with  4 or  5 small,  spinous  teeth. 
The  bones  which  support  the  pectoral  tins  ai  e also  armed  Avith  .small  sjuues,  .and  have 
sharp,  rough  edges.  The  branchiostegous  membrane  contains  6 slender,  cylindrical, 
curved  ra.ys.  The  body  is  much  narrower  than  the  head,  and  tapers  to  the  insertion  of  the 
caudal  tin.  The  anus  is  situated  midway  between  the  mouth  and  the  caudal.  The  lateral 
line  is  rough,  and  runs  near  the  back;  above  it  there  is  a row  of  small,  orbicular,  sca- 
brous, bony  plates,  the  row  being  doubled  opimsite  to  the  second  dorsal.  There  are  no 
other  perceptible  scales.  The  pectoi’al  fins  are  siiborbicular  and  contain  16  rays,  none  of 
them  branched;  the  upper  ray  is  scabrous  throughout;  the  others  are  scabrous  only 
near  their  middles.  The  ventrals,  soft  and  whitish,  have  3 rays,  of  Avhich  the  first  is  the 
strongest,  but  none  of  them  are  spinous.  The  first  dorsal  commences  posterior  to  the 
pectorals,  and  terminates  opposite  to  the  anus;  it  has  7 simple  rays;  the  second  dorsal  is 
larger,  and  has  13  rays;  its  commencement  and  termination  correspond  with  those  of  the 
anal,  and  most  of  itsVays  are  scabrous ; both  dorsals  are  rounded  or  arched.  The  anal  tin 
occupies  about  f of  the  space  between  the  anus  and  caudal,  commencing  near  the  former ; 
this  tin  becomes  slightly  lower  or  less  deep  posteriorly.  The  caudal  is  cuneiform,  and 
has  12  rays,  most  of  them  forked.  In  the  form  of  the  bony  processes  on  the  top  of  the 
head  this  species  ai)proaches  closely*  to  G.  quadricornis  of  the  Baltic;  but  it  does  not 
appear  from  the  descriptions  I have  consulted  that  there  is  a distinct  pair  on  the  nasal 
bones  of  the  latter.  There  are  also  differences  in  the  form  of  the  spines  of  the  preopercu- 
lum, those  of  C.  hexacornix  being  quite  simple,  Avhilein  the  other  they  are  truncated,  or 
divided  at  the  point.  In  the  C.  qxiadricoryiis,  also,  there  is  a thick  spine  on  the  supra- 
scapular bone,  which  is  likeAvise  truncated;  Avhile  in  C.  hexacornis,  that  bone,  the  humer- 
als,  and  the  gill  coA^ers  ai’e  mei’cly  armed  Avith  small,  spinous  teeth ; and  the  roAvs  of 
scales  on  the  body  are  different.  It  appears  to  me  likely’  that  the  C.  quadricornis,  Sabine 
(Zook,  App.  to  Captain  Parry’s  First  Voyage,  p.  ccxiii)^  may'  ke  really’  the  G.  hexacurnis. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Ross,  aaTio  considers  it  to  be  the  same  AA’ith  the  G.  scorpioidcs  of  Fabricius,  says 
that  though  A-ery  abundant  on  the  Greenland  Coast  it  is  more  rare  in  the  higher  latitudes, 
but  several  Avere  taken  on  both  sides  of  the  peninsula  of  Boothia.  The  natiA’es  prize  it 
highly  as  an  article  of  food,  preferring  it  to  codfish  or  salmon.  The  Esquimaux  of 
Boothia  call  it  Kaneeok,  the  same  name  Avhich  the  Greenlanders  giA’e  to  G.  Groan- 
Inndicus. 

Golor. — Of  the  upper  aspect  a clouded  admixture  of  brocoli-brown  and  oliA’e-green 
tints;  of  the  belly  Avhite.  The  fins  are  streaked  Avith  bluish  black.  Irides  tinged  with 
red. 

8ize. — About  7 inches  in  total  length. 

Numerous  specimens  of  this  fish  Avere  caught  in  a net  set  in  the  mouth  of  a small  river 
near  the  Coppermine,  and  the  aboA-e  description  is  drawn  up  from  notes  written  on  the 
spot.  The  subsequent  calamities  which  befell  that  expedition  having  occasioned  the  loss 
of  all  the  specimens,  no  actual  comparison  has  been  made  Avith  other  species ; but  after  an 
inspection  of  the  Cotti  brought  home  by  Captain  Beechey,  and  an  attentive  perusal  of  the 
Histoire  des  Poissons,  I am  satisfied  that  it  differs  from  all  other  described  species  in  the 
form  of  the  horns  or  proces.ses  Avliich  arm  the  head,  and  in  other  particulars.  From  the 
peculiar  shape  of  these  horns  in  our  species  it  might  bear  the  name  of  claviger  still  more 
approiiriately  than  the  one  so  termed  by’  21.  Valenciennes.  The  individuals  that  we 
caught  retained  life  long  after  they’  Avere  drawn  from  the  water,  leaping  A-igorously  over 
the  sands,  and  when  touched  inflating  the  head.  In  this  operation  the  brancluostegoiis 
membrane  is  distended,  and  the  seA’eral  jiieces  composing  the  gill  covers  are  separated  by’ 
the  extension  of  the  intervening  membranes.  Our  Canadian  A’oyageurs  were  both  aston- 
ished and  alarmed  by  these  fish,  and  termed  them  Crapauds  de  mer,  probably  from  a kind 
of  croak  they  uttered  Avhen  first  handled.  (Richardson.) 

In  1849,  haA’ing  again  A’isited  the  same  region,  Eichardson  procured  more  specimens  of 
this  form  Avhich  he  took  home  with  him.  He  saw  then  that  he  had  misunderstood  his 
notes,  and  Avrongly  ascribed  to  G.  hexacornis  rostral  horns  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
characteristic  horns  of  the  head  and  nape,  and  that  the  form  in  question  was  no  other 
than  G.  quadricornis,  an  or>iniou  all  must  accept  Avho,  recalling  this  correction,  Avill  read 
the  old  description  of  Sir  John.  (Liitken.) 

* Specimens  of  Oncocottus  labradoricus,  Girard,  are  thus  described  by  Dr.  Bean  : 

Eye  5;  snout  nearly  5.  D.  X,  14;  A.  14;  Y.  I,  3;  P.  17;  C.  11  (deA’eloped).  Two  small 
spines  aboA’e  the  snout;  a rough,  irregular  prominence  aboA’e  each  orbit  and  2 similar 
ones  on  the  occiput.  The  slight  dejiression  on  the  croAvn  becomes  narrower  posteriorly 
Avhere  its  width  is  about  J the  lengtli  of  the  space  included  between  the  sui)raorbital 
and  occipital  prominences.  Four  preoperciilar  spines,  2 of  which  are  at  the  angle,  the 
uppermost  and  longest  is  f as  long  as  tlie  eye;  the  2 lower  spines  are  short  and  extend 
doAvnAvard  and  slightly  forward.  The  length  of  the  longest  preoperciilar  spine  equals 
the  distance  between  the  eyes  measured  on  the  bone.  The  maxillary  is  tAvice  as  long  as 
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740.  TRIGLOPSIS,  Giviird. 

Triglopsis,  Girard,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  iv,  1851,  18  (thompsoni). 

Ptyonotus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  il,  175,  1860  (thompsoni;  substitute  for  Triglopsis  on  account  of 
the  lu’ior  and  similar  name.  Triglops). 

I^ody  and  head  slender.  Skin  naked;  lateral  line  chain-like.  Teeth  on 
vomer,  none  on  the  palatines.  Eyes  large,  the  interorhital  area  concave ; 
l)ones  of  lower  part  of  head  extensively  cavernous;  a small  hut  distiiict 
slit  behind  last  gill ; gill  membranes  almost  free  from  the  isthmus,  forming 
a broad  fold  across  it;  preopercular  spines  straight,  simple,  4 iii  number^ 
the  lower  turned  downward ; fins  large.  Fresh-water  fishes,  closely  related 
to  Oncocottus,  from  which  they  have  doubtless  become  degraded  through 
fresh-water  life.  There  is  no  tangible  difference  in  structure  in  any  part 
of  the  body.  {vpiyXa,  Trigla;  appearance.) 


2374.  TRIGLOPSI.S  THOMPSOM,  Girard. 

Head  3;  depth  6.  D.  VII,  18;  A.  15;  V.  I,  3.  Body  elongate,  very  slen- 
der. Head  long,  depressed  above;  snout  long  and  pointed;  eye  quite 
large,  nearly  as  long  as  snout,  much  wider  than  interorhital  space,  4 in 
head ; jaws  subequal ; mouth  large,  the  maxillary  extending  rather  beyond 
middle  of  eye;  preopercle  with  4 sharp  spines,  the  upper  much  shorter 
than  pupil;  cavernous  structure  of  skull  highly  developed;  upper  surface 
of  head  smooth;  gill  membranes  not  broadly  united,  nearly  free  from 
isthmus.  Dorsal  fins  well  separated;  spinous  dorsal  short  and  low,  its 
height  little  more  than  length  of  snout;  second  dorsal  very  large,  3 times 
height  of  first,  its  longest  rays  about  as  long  as  head;  anal  high,  X as 
high  as  second  dorsal;  pectoral  long,  reaching  past  front  of  anal;  ven- 
trals  well  developed ; lateral  line  chain-like,  conspicuous;  skin  perfectly 
smooth.  Pale  olivaceous,  with  darker  blotches ; upper  fins  faintly  handed. 
Length  3 inches.  Deep  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes;  not  common;  known 
from  Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Ontario ; doubtless  a relic  of  a former  Arctic 
marine  fauna,  and  descended  from  a species  of  Oncocottus.  (Named  for 
Rev.  Zadock  Thompson,  the  accomplised  author  of  the  History  of  Vermont. ) 

Triglopsis  thompsoni,  Girard,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Xat.  Hist.,  iv,  1851,  19,  off  Oswego,  Lake 
Ontario  (Coll.  S.  F.  Baird) ; Girard,  Monograph  Cottoids,  65;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  709,  1883. 

Triglopsis  stimpsoni.  Hoy,  Trans.  Wis.  Ac.  Sci.  1872,  98,  Lake  Michigan.  (Coll.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Stimpson.) 

Ptyonotus  thompsonii,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  175,1860. 


the  eye,  about  ^ as  long  as  the  head  to  the  end  of  the  oi)ercnlar  spine,  and  extends  about 
to  the  vertical  tlirough  the  hind  margin  of  the  eye.  Teeth  on  the  A'omer,  none  on  the 
palatines.  Dorsal  spines  slender;  the  nrst  twice  as  long  as  distance  between  eyes;  third 
and  longest  | as  long  as  maxillary  and  i as  long  as  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  end  of 
occipital  prominences.  Base  of  spinous  dorsal  4 total  length  without  caudal;  distance 
between  dorsals  2 in  eye.  Longest  soft  dorsal  ray  (ninth)  about  as  long  as  middle  cau- 
dal rays,  or  ^ total  length  with  caudal;  pectorals  reaching  a little  beyond  origin  of  anal 
(to  second  ray  of  anal);  ventrals  as  long  as  postorbital  part  of  heail  and  not  reaching 
vent.  Skin  above  the  lateral  line  with  a few  spiny  tubercles,  none  of  them  more  than  j 
as  long  as  eye.  A small  slit  behind  fourth  gill.  "Coast  of  Labrador  and  Hudson  Bay. 
This  description  by  Dr.  Bean  from  specimens  taken  in  1880  near  York  Factory,  Hudson 
Bay,  by  Robert  Bell,  M.  D.  This  nominal  species  is  apparently  the  female  of  Oncocottus 
hexacornis. 
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741.  GYMNOCANTHUS,  SwainsoD. 

Gymnocanthiis,  Swaixsox,  Class.  Fish.,  etc.,  ii,  271,  1839  (ventrali^). 

Phobetor,  Kroyer,  Xaturh.  Tidschr.,  l,  263,  1844  {tnciispis) . 

Elaphocottus,  Saevage,  Xouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Paris  (2),  1,  1878,  142  (jnstilliger). 

General  characters  and  appearance  of  Acanthocoitiis,  bnt  with  no  teeth 
on  the  vomer,  the  slit  behind  the  last  gill  small  or  wanting;  upper  pre- 
opercular  spine  stout,  armed  with  2 or  3 antler-like  ])roces8es ; fins  all  very- 
large,  the  ventrals  notably  so.  Arctic  Seas,  {yvuvoz,  naked;  cixarba, 
spine.) 

a.  Interorhital  space  not  armed  with  bony  grannlations;  males  with  a round  white 
spot  on  belly ; last  gill  arch  without  slit  or  pore. 
b.  Dorsal  rays  X,  14  or  15;  anal  16;  a cirrus  behind  eve  in  young;  occipital  ridge 
with  3 bony  prominences : axial  region  in  male  with  fringed  filaments,  white 
at  tip.  PISTILLIGER,  2375. 

bb.  Dorsal  rays  XII,  16;  anal  18;  no  cirrus  behind  eye;  occiput  without  bony 
prominences;  axial  region  Avithout  fringed  filaments  in  either  sex. 

TRICUSPIS.  2376. 

aa.  Interorbital  region  covered  Avith  bony  granulations;  males  without  white  spots  on 
belly ; dorsal  rays  XI,  16 ; anal  19.  galeatus,  2377. 


237.J.  (;YM\OtAMHrS  PISTILLIGER  (PaUas). 

Dr.  Gilbeii  describes  this  species  as  IblloAvs: 

“Compared  with  Gymnocanthus  triciispis,  G.  pisiiUiger  has  a different  fin 
formula,  the  spines  and  rays  of  dorsal  and  anal  fins  being  fewer  in  number. 
This  is  shown  by  the  following  table,  based  on  an  examination  of  40 
specimens : 


Spinous 

dorsal. 

Soft  dorsal.  I 

Anal. 

Kays 

IX. 

X. 

13.  14.  15.  16. 

15.  16.  17. 

Specimeus 

10 

30 

1 17  21  1 

2 28  10 

“ The  normal  formula  may  therefore  be  given : D.  IX  or  X,  14  or  15 ; A.  16 
or  17.  The  type  of  G.  jjistilUyer  is  said  to  haA  e D.  IX,  13;  A.  16;  and  its 
synonyms,  G.  ventralis,  CuA'ier  & Valenciennes,  and  G.  intermedins,  Tem- 
minck  & Schlegel,  have,  respectively,  D.  IX,  13;  A.  17 ; and  D.  IX,  13;  A.  14. 
In  G.  tricuspis  the  formula  is  D.  XI  or  XII  (rarely  X),  15  to  17 ; A.  16  to  19. 
The  dorsal  fins  are  more  widely  separated  in  G.  pistiUiger,  Avhere  the  inter- 
space is  equal  to  4 or  more  than  4 the  diameter  of  the  pupil.  The  verte- 
bne  are  fewer  in  number,  12 24  instead  of  12  + 28.  In  G.  pistiUiger 
obtuse  prominence  above  hinder  margin  of  orbit  bears  in  young  indi- 
viduals a slender  cirrus,  which  frequently  disappears  in  adults.  Behind 
the  eye,  a continuous  occipital  ridge  bears  3 smaller  bony  prominences, 
the  first  immediately  behind  the  eye,  the  second  and  third  ai^proximated 
at  jiosterior  end  of  ridge;  these  bear  no  cirri.  G.  tricuspis  has  no  tubercles 
on  occiput.  In  males  of  G.  pistiUiger,  the  j>ost  axial  region  is  furnished 
with  a number  of  very  slender  filaments,  each  of  which  is  expanded  at  tip 
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iuto  a coraprossed  frond-like  lamina,  having  the  fVe(‘.  edge  more  or  less 
laciniate  or  fringed.  These  expanded  ti])s  are  bright  white  and  very  con- 
spicuous. No  trace  of  them  is  present  in  females,  but  they  develop  iii 
males  at  a very  early  age.  These  agree  with  the  structures  described  by 
Pallas,  on  which  he  based  the  name  pistUliger.  They  seem  not  to  be 
present  in  G.  tricuspis.  The  upper  preopercular  spine  is  sharply  bifurcate  in 
even  our  smallest  specimens  (50  mm.),  but  in  these  no  trace  of  a second 
medial  upwardly  directed  spine  is  present.  The  latter  is  evident  in  speci- 
mens 70  mm.  and  more  in  length,  and  a small  concealed  prominence  reprci- 
senting  a third  spine  is  exceptionally  present.  No  trace  of  slit  behind 
last  gill.  The  following  measurements  give  the  depth  of  body  and  length 
of  head  in  millimeters,  as  compared  with  total  length,  in  8 specimens: 


Total 

length. 

Length  of 
head. 

Depth. 

min. 

mill. 

'iiUH, 

156 

44 

27 

145 

39i 

25| 

142 

3U 

24i 

135 

38 

24i 

135 

40 

25 

134 

37 

24 

125 

34^ 

21 

93 

25i 

16 

Very  young  examples  show  no  groups  of  granulations  on  head  or  nape, 
these  being  usually  wanting  in  specimens  less  than  100  mm.  long.  In 
older  examples  they  are  variously  developed,  the  degree  of  armature 
dependent  neither  on  age  uor  sex.  They  are  never  armed  on  interorbital 
space,  being  unlike  G.  galeatus  in  this  respect,  the  granulations  being  eon- 
lined  to  the  occipital  and  nuchal  regions,  with  an  additional  elongate 
patch  on  the  upper  ])art  of  the  opercle.  In  highly  developed  males,  the 
dorsal  and  ventral  rays  are  accompanied  with  series  of  tubercles.  The 
color  is  brown  above,  with  very  narrow  vermiculating  lines  of  lighter;  a 
black  blotch  on  cheek,  more  conspicuous  in  males,  and  4 inconspicuous 
cross  bars  on  back;  the  darker  dorsal  area  is  bounded  below  lateral  line 
by  an  irregular  series  of  dark  streaks  or  blotches.  In  males,  the  lower 
jaw  and  preopercle  is  cross-banded  with  black  and  light  yellow;  the 
abdomen,  lower  half  of  sides  in  front  of  anus,  and  prepectoral  region,  with 
large  roundish  white  spots,  separated  by  vermiculating  areas,  rendered 
dusky  by  aggregations  of  coarse  black  dots;  ventrals  dusky  and  silvery, 
the  latter  frequently  forming  cross  bauds;  spinous  dorsal  dusky  or  black, 
with  irregular  series  of  white  spots  not  confined  to  basal  parts  of  fin. 
In  both  sexes  the  pectorals,  second  dorsal,  and  caudal  are  translucent  or 
yellowish,  crossed  by  narrow  black  bars.  The  females  are  more  numer- 
ous than  the  males  in  our  collection,  but  the  disparity  in  number  is  not 
so  great  as  has  been  found  by  other  writers.  In  45  specimens  examined 
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as  to  thiS;  17  are  males,  28  females.  Among  specimens  obtained  at  Petro- 
panlski  and  at  Albatross  Station  3646,  off  Kobben  Island,  in  18  fathoms, 
no  males  are  included.  The  females  differ  from  those  we  have  examined 
from  Bristol  Bay  in  having  the  top  of  head  more  extensively  plated,  the 
rough  plates  extending  onto  middle  of  interorbital  space,  or  in  1 specimen 
onto  snout.  The  preorbital  ridges  are  less  regular  and  have  lower  tuber- 
cles. The  specimens  indicate  an  approach  therefore  to  G.  galeatus.  The 
tin  rays  are  as  previously  given.  In  8 specimens  they  are  as  follows: 


Dorsal 

spines. 

Dorsal  rays. 

Anal  rays,  j 

Ray 

IX. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

16. 

_17^| 

Specimens 

1 

7 

1 

6 

1 

3 

5 

Coasts  of  Alaska;  taken  abundantly  in  Bristol  Bay  in  to  26  fathoms.’^ 
{pistilla,  pistil;  gero,  I bear;  in  allusion  to  the  axillary  papillai  of  the 
male.) 

Cottus  pistilliger,  Pallas,  Zoogr.  Kosso-Asiat.,  iii,  43, 1811,  Unalaska;  Cuviee  <fc  Valen- 
ciennes, Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  193,  1829;  Gunther,  Cat.,  li,  167,  1860. 

Cottus  vcntralis,  Cuvier  &,  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  194, 1829,  Kamchatka  (Coll. 

Mr.  CollCe.  Type  in  Brit.  Mas.) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  167, 1860. 

Cottus  cephaloides,  Gray,  in  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  194,  1829, 
Kamchatka.  (Type  of  C.  ventralis.) 

Elaphocottus  pistilliger,  Salvage,  Noua^.  Archiv.  Mns.  1878,  142. 

Ggmnocanthus  pistilliger,  Gilbert,  Eept.  TJ.  S.  Pish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  424;  Scofielu,* 
Kept.  Fur  Seal  Investigations,  1898. 


2376.  GYMVOCANTHUS  TRICUSPIS  (Reinhardt). 

HeadSi;  depth  4|.  D.  XII,  16;  A.  18;  V.  I,  3;  I*.  16;  vertebrae  12  + 28 
= 40.  Nasal  spines  small;  occipital  ridges  low,  the  space  between  them 


*Mr.  Scofield  has  the  folloAving  note  on  this  species: 

Three  specimens  taken  at  Grantly  Harbor,  Port  Clarence,  Alaska. 

Fin  formula'. 


D. 

A. 

P. 

C.  branched 
rays. 

cf 

14 

16 

18 

9 

d 

15 

17 

18 

9 

? 

13 

15 

17 

9 

I have  compared  them  with  specimens  taken  hy  the  Albatross  in  southern  Bering  Sea 
and  find  them  the  same.  In  the  female  taken  at  Port  Clarence  the  crown  (not  between 
the  eyes),  nape,  and  upper  half  of  opercles  are  covered  with  scabrous  bony  plates.  These 
plates  are  present  in  some  of  the  females  taken  by  the  Albatross,  but  are  not  so  evident. 
The  female  has  a few  scattered  rough  prickles  back  of  the  origin  of  the  pectorals.  The 
males  have  the  mushroom-like  filaments  covered  by  the  pectorals,  and  the  middle  rays  of 
the  pectorals  have  jiapillaj  along  their  inner  edge.  This  fish  has  been  reported  from  the 
Atlantic  side  of  North  America,  but  it  is  probably  a different  species,  as  the  mushroom- 
like filaments  are  not  mentioned  in  their  description.  Sir  John  Richardson  took  a single 
specimen,  a female  5 or  6 inches  long,  at  Hudson  Bay,  which  appears  to  be  the  same  as 
these  from  Bering  Sea.  He  identified  it  as  Fhobetor  tricusins  (Krdyer),  and  his  plate  of  it 
agrees  perfectly  with  our  specimens,  but  in  his  description  he  does  notmention  the  prickles 
back  of  the  origin  of  the  pectorals,  and  he  mentions  a few  acabrouabony  plates  just  below 
the  second  dorsal  which  our  specimens  do  not  have. 
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concave,  with  rough  plates;  supraorbital  ridge  ending  in  a blunt  tubercle; 
interorbital  area  with  smooth  skin.  Eyes  very  large;  maxillary  extend- 
ing to  pupil;  upper  preopercular  spine  broad;  much  shorter  than  eye, 
with  about  3 points;  skin  mostly  smooth;  axil  prickly,  but  without 
fringed  filaments;  inner  edge  of  middle  pectoral  rays  papillose  (male). 
Spinous  dorsal  very  high  and  long,  the  longest  spines  in  the  male  f length 
of  head;  second  dorsal  a little  lower;  anal  very  long,  rather  low;  pec- 
torals very  broad,  reaching  past  front  of  anal,  the  lower  rays  rapidly 
shortened;  ventrals  extremely  long,  the  rays  long,  exserted,  reaching  past 
front  of  anal;  anal  pai)illa  large.  Dark  brown  above,  with  traces  of 
darker  vertical  bars;  belly  pale;  males  with  the  axillary  region  dusky, 
with  many  large  round  white  spots;  first  dorsal  blackish,  with  pale 
blotches;  second  dorsal  with  alternating  oblique  l)ands  of  white  and 
blackish;  anal  and  caudal  nearly  plain;  pectorals  and  ventrals  yellowish, 
with  black  cross  bars;  mandible  barred  with  black.  Arctic  seas,  south 
to  Norway  and  Labrador;  not  very  common  on  our  coasts.  Here  described 
from  a specimen  from  Greenland.  Dr.  Gunther  gives  the  following  ana- 
tomical details:  “The  liver  is  large,  round,  not  divided  into  lobes,  and 
situated  principally  on  the  left  side  of  the  stomach.  The  stomach  is  very 
spacious  and  curved;  the  pylorus  with  6 appendages;  the  intestines 
appear  to  make  1 complete  circumvolution.  The  ovaria  are  separated 
from  each  other  to  their  posterior  extremity.  The  urine  bladder  is  nar- 
row, elongate,  situated  above  the  right-hand  ovarium.  Skeleton : The 
configuration  of  the  skull  is  much  more  similar  to  C.  gobio  than  to  C.  scor- 
pius  or  huhalis.  The  space  between  the  orbits  is  very  slightly  concave, 
very  narrow,  its  width  being  nearly  ^ the  distance  between  the  upper 
posterior  angles  of  the  orbits.  The  crown  is  fiat,  without  any  longitudi- 
nal or  transverse  ridges,  but  with  very  slight  impression  in  the  middle. 
The  frontal  bones,  the  preoiierculum,  the  mandibnla,  and  the  infraorbitals 
have  very  distinct  muoiferous  channels;  the  turbinals  are  i)rovided  with 
a minute  spine.  The  number  of  the  caudal  vertebrae  is  increased,  there 
being  12  in  the  abdominal  portion  and  28  in  the  caudal. (tlu.)  (ires, 
three;  cuspis,  cusp.) 

Coitus  gobio,  Fabkicius,  Fauna  Grwnlandica,  No.  15, 1780,  Greenland. 

Colitis  trieuspis,  Eeinhakdt,  "N'idensk.  Sel.sk.  Nat.  Math.  Afliandi.,  vii,  1838,  117,  Green- 
land ; Guxther,  Cat.,  n,  108, 1800. 

Coitus  fabricii,  Girard,  Monograph  Cottoids,  59, 1851,  Greenland ; after  Coitus  gobio,  Fab- 
RICIUS. 

Coitus  veniralis,  Collett,  Christiania  Yid.  Selsk.  Fork.  1878, 151 ; not  of  Cuvier  <fc  Valen- 
ciennes. 

Acanthocoitus  patris,*  H.  E.  Storer,  Bost.  Jour.  Nat.  Hist.,  vi,  1857,  250,  Labrador. 

(Coll.  Dr.  Horatio  Kobinson  Storer.) 
rhobetor  trieuspis,  KR()YER,  Natiir.  Tidskr.,  l,  203, 1844. 

Gymnocanthus  pistilliger,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  709,  1883;  not  of  Pallas. 


* This  southern  form,  named  "patris  ” by  Dr.  H.  E.  Storer,  for  his  distinguished  father, 
needs  comparison  with  Gymnocanthus  trieuspis, 
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OY3INOCAMHUS  GALEATIS,  Bean. 

Head  3|  (including  caudal) ; depth  7^.  D.  XI,  16;  A.  19;  V.  I,  3.  Body 
elongate.  A small  tubercle  above  each  eye;  4 preopercular  spines,  the 
longest  about  as  long  as  eye,  and  with  2 or  3 processes.  Space  between 
eyes  deeply  concave,  completely  covered  with  bony  granulations,  as  are 
the  crown  and  neck;  similar  granulations  on  hinder  margin  of  orbit,  on 
suborbital  stay  and  on  opercle.  Skin  of  body  naked.  Pectorals,  and  in 
males  the  ventrals  also,  reaching  beyond  vent;  maxillary  reaching  to 
below  eye.  Slit  behind  last  gill  not  described.  Olivaceous;  back  with  4 
distinct  brown  spots,  the  longest  nearly  twice  as  long  as  eye,  and  extend- 
ing a little  below  lateral  line,  there  blending  with  a wavy  lateral  stripe; 
dorsals  and  pectorals  with  interrupted  black  baud;  lower  tins  plain 
whitish.  Dr.  Gilbert  describes  a single  male  specimen,  210  mm.  long, 
from  Chernofski  Harbor,  Uualaska  Island  : 

The  sexual  peculiarities  are  less  strongly  marked  than  in  much  smaller  males  of  G. 
pistilliger.  The  A'entrals  extend  hut  little  beyond  the  front  of  the  anal  fin,  and  are 
unmarked.  The  abdomen  is  also  plain,  without  the  round  white  spot  characteristic  of 
male  si)ecimens  of  G.  pistilliger  and  G.  tricuspis.  These  marks  are  apparently  absent  also 
in  the  type,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  them.  The  spinous  dorsal  is  not  greatly  elevated, 
its  longest  spine  being  contained  2|  times  in  the  head.  It  is  Avithout  distinctive  mark- 
ings, being  colored  like  the  soft  dorsal,  light  yelloAvish,  cross-banded  with  darker.  Anal 
l)apilla  short,  5 mm.  in  length.  Plates  on  head  as  in  description,  coA^ering  the  inter- 
orhital  region,  crown,  occiput,  and  nape  as  far  hack  as  front  of  dorsal;  present  also  on 
upper  part  of  opercle,  and  in  a A^ertical  streak  immediatelj^  behind  eye.  A A^erj’^  promi- 
nent tubercle  OA^er  hinder  margin  of  eye,  a constriction  behind  it.  Occipital  ridge  broadlj^ 
rounded,  Avithout  tubercles  or  conspicuous  prominences  of  any  kind,  but  Avith  3 smooth 
areas  corresponding  in  position  Avith  the  tubercles  of  G.  pistilliger,  perhaps  present  as  such 
in  the  young.  The  anterior  one  is  slightly  elevated.  No  superciliary  filaments  Pre- 
opercular spines  massive,  short,  with  a single  fork  at  tip,  no  accessory  spines  developed.* 
Axil  with  prickly  scales,  but  Avithout  filaments.  Dorsal  XI,  16 ; anal  19.  Lateral  line  43. 
Head  52  mm. long;  depth  32  mm.  The  depth  is  there  6^  in  the  total  length,  not  7^  as 
described  for  the  type. 

Aleutian  and  Pribilof  islands ; knoAvn  from  Uualaska  and  St.  Paul,  and 
Point  Barrow.  (gaJeatus,  helmeted.) 

Gymnocanthus  galcatus,  Bean,  Proc.  H.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881, 153,  Unalaska  (Tyi)e,  No.  28097. 

Coll.  Sylvaniis  Bailey) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  707,  1883;  Gilbert,  Kept..  U.  S. 

Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  425. 

742.  LEIOCOTTUS,  Girard. 

Lciocottus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1856, 133  (hirtindo). 

Body  elongate,  covered  with  thick,  smooth  skin.  Head  compressed,  uar- 
roAved  aboA-e,  not  externally  bony.  Mouth  small,  horizontal,  low;  villi- 
forni  teeth  in  both  jaws  and  on  the  vomer,  none  on  the  palatines;  upper 

*Mr.  Scofield  has  the  following  note  on  a small  specimen  (3J  inches)  collected  at  Point 
Barrow,  Alaska: 

Fin  formula:  $ D.  X,  15;  A.  17 ; P.18;  V.  3.  Head  3^  or  3,%,  including  caudal;  eye  3^ 
to  end  of  opercular  spine;  snout  4;  maxillary  2J  or  past  posterior  edge  of  pupil;  inter- 
orbital 2 in  length  of  orbit,  depth  5^;  Lat.  line  43  or  44.  Fifth  or  sixth  ray  of  i)ectoral 
longest  and  reaching  to  third  anal  rav.  Yentrals  reaching  f to  A^ent.  Mouth  slightly 
oblique.  Upper  preopercular  spine  Avith  3 sharp  points  on  its  upper  side.  No  papillae 
or  sharp  points  under  pectorals. 
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preopercular  spiue  short,  strong,  with  bifurcated  tip;  suborbital  stay 
narrow;  gill  membranes  partly  free  from  the  isthmus,  over  which  th(^y 
form  a broad  fold;  a slit  behind  fourth  gill.  First  dorsal  with  its  upper 
margin  somewhat  S-shaped,  the  first  2 spines  elongate,  the  middle  ones  of 
nearly  equal  length,  and  the  posterior  ones  rapidly  shortemed ; ventrals  1, 
3.  Shore  fishes  of  the  Pacific.  {Xtloc,,  smooth;  Horzofi,  Coitus.) 

2378.  LEIOCOTTUS  HIRUXDO,  Girard. 

Head  3i;  depth  4i;  eye  large,  4|  in  head.  D.  IX,  17;  A.  15;  V.  I,  3. 
Body  elongate,  fusiform,  the  caudal  peduncle  slender;  profile  of  snout 
deenrved;  maxillary  reaching  front  of  orbit;  3 small  cirri  at  the  end  of 
each  maxillary;  preopercular  margin  with  several  similar  cirri;  opercle 
and  shoulder  girdle  without  spines;  upper  preopercular  spiue  as  long  as 
pupil.  Top  of  head  smooth ; supraorbital  ridges  little  elevated ; nasal 
spines  distant  from  tip  of  snout.  Spinous  dorsal  elevated  in  front,  the 
first  2 rays  much  longer  than  the  others,  nearly  f length  of  head;  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  fins  rather  long;  pectorals  reaching  past  front  of  anal; 
ventrals  to  vent.  Olivaceous,  shaded  with  light  blue  and  reticulat(‘d  with 
brownish  red,  th(^  latter  color  predominating  on  the  head;  sides  with  4 
broad,  oblique,  brownish-red  bars,  the  first  3 running  from  dorsal  forward 
and  downw'ard,  the  fourth  from  caudal  peduncle  backward  to  base  of 
caudal;  abdomen  orange  brow’u,  with  pale  spots;  caudal  orange  browm, 
wdth  y(“llow^  bars  near  the  tip;  fins  with  bars  and  spots  of  dark  brownish 
red;  breast  and  ventrals  w^hitish ; 3 dark  blotches  at  base  of  pectorals; 
spinous  dorsal  wdth  obli(iue  dark  streaks ; a dark  blotch  on  each  eye  above, 
and  a light  streak  forward  and  downiward  from  eye.  Length  10  inches. 
Santa  Barbara  Islands,  in  shallow  water;  not  rare,  but  extremely  local. 
(Jiirundo,  sw^allow.) 

Leiocoltus  hirundo,  (Jirard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1856,  133,  San  Miguel  Island,  near 
Santa  Barbara  (Coll.  Lieutenant  Trowbridge);  Gibard,  U.  S.  Pac.  K.  li.  Surv.,  x, 
Fi.shes,  62, 1858. 

Cotfu.s  hirundo,  Gunther,  Cat.,  n,  166, 1860. 

Liocotius  hirundo,  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Synopsis,  712, 1883. 


743.  LEPTOCOTTUS,  Girard. 

Leptocottus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 130  {armatus). 

Body  elongate,  depressed,  covered  with  perfectly  smooth  skin.  Head 
depressed,  oblong,  not  very  broad,  without  cirri;  lower  jaw  included; 
suborbital  stay  narrow;  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Gill  mem- 
branes rather  narrowly  joined  to  the  isthmus,  not  forming  a fold  across 
it;  a slit  behind  fourth  gill;  preopercular  spine  strong,  with  2 or  3 points 
hooked  upward.  Dorsal  fins  separate;  the  spinous  dorsal  short  and  small, 
entire;  ventrals  I,  4.  Shore  fishes  of  the  Pacific.  {Xenzoi,  slender; 
Kozzo'i,  Coitus.) 
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2379.  LEPTOCOTTUS  ARMATUS,  Girard. 

(Sjiooth  Cabezon.) 

Head  3 in  length;  depth  6.  D.  VII,  17 ; A.  17 ; V.  I,  4.  Head  long  and 
depressed;  mouth  large,  the  maxillary  reaching  beyond  eye;  interorbital 
space  broad,  scarcely  concave;  nasal  spines  concealed;  top  of  head  flat- 
tish,  covered  with  rugose  skin ; upper  preopercnlar  spine  with  3 or  4 spin- 
nles  hooked  upward;  suborbital  stay  slender,  not  reaching  preopercle; 
eye  very  small,  less  than  interocular  width,  7^  in  head;  lateral  line  com- 
plete; skin  everywhere  smooth;  no  prickles  nor  cirri.  Dorsal  spines  very 
slender  and  low ; pectorals  reaching  or  extending  beyond  vent;  ventrals 
halfway  to  vent.  Grayish  olive  above,  becoming  abruptly  white  and 
silvery  below;  sides  creamy;  pectoral  tins  creamy  yellow,  with  5 or  6 
black  cross  bars;  spinous  dorsal  dusky,  with  an  ink-like  blotch  on  tip  of 
last  rays,  and  an  oblique  white  band  below;  soft  dorsal  dusky  with  sev- 
eral oblique  white  bands;  caudal  banded;  ventrals  and  anal  plain. 
Length  12  inches.  Pacitic  Coast  from  Kadiak  to  San  Diego;  everywhere 
very  common,  the  most  abundant  of  the  Cottoids  of  our  west  coast;  liv- 
ing near  shore.  It  flattens  the  head  and  expands  the  preopercnlar  spines 
when  disturbed,  {armatus,  armed.) 

Leptocottus  annahis,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1854, 131,  Cape  Flattery,  Fort  Steil- 
acoom,  Willapa  Bay,  Humboldt  Bay.  San  Francisco,  Monterey,  San  Pedro,  Fort 
Point,  San  Diego,  Tomales  Bay  (Coll.  Dr.  Suckley,  Dr.  Cooper,  Lieut.  Trowbridge, 
etc.) ; Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  E.  Surv.,  x.  Fish.,  60, 1858;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
714, 1883. 

Oentridermichthys  armatus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  171, 1860. 

744.  CLINOCOTTUS,  Gill. 

Clinocottus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 166  {analis). 

This  genus  ditiers  from  OUgocottus  in  having  the  skin  of  the  sides  of 
l)ody  mesially,  covered  more  or  less  thickly  with  minute  prickly  scales 
embedded  in  the  skin;  anteriorly,  forked  cirri  take  the  place  of  scales; 
mouth  with  lateral  cleft ; preopercnlar  spine  short,  bifurcate.  Small  tishes 
of  the  California  rock  pools.  {Clinus;  Cottas.) 

2380.  CLIXOCOTTUS  ANALIS  (Girard). 

Head  3^;  depth  4i.  D.  IX,  16  to  18;  A.  13  or  14;  V.  I,  3;  P.  15.  Head 
narrower  anteriorly  and  rather  pointed;  month  with  lateral  cleft,  the 
maxillary  reaching  beyond  pupil;  band  of  palatine  teeth  short  and  nar- 
row, often  absent  on  one  side  or  on  both ; eye  large,  5 in  head,  about  twice 
the  width  of  the  deeply  grooved  interorbital  space ; nasal  spines  distant 
from  snout;  preopercnlar  spine  short,  bifurcate;  cranium  plane  above; 
upper  part  of  body  mesially  covered  with  minute,  embedded,  noiiimbri- 
cated,  pectinate  scales;  anteriorly,  small  cirri,  mostly  bifid  or  tr-itid,  take 
the  place  of  the  scales.  Head,  especially  above,  with  very  many  similar 
cirri;  a fringe  of  cirri  on  edge  of  preopercle.  Dorsal  tins  contiguous, 
rather  low ; pectoral  reaching  past  front  of  anal ; anal  papilla  very  large. 
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Olivaceous,  sometimes  very  pale,  sometimes  nearly  blade,  occiisioTinlly 
(lashed  with  reddish,  much  mottled,  and  with  numerous  small  l)laek  and 
white  spots;  about  5 irregular  darker  bars;  a dark  bar  at  bas(‘,  of  caudal ; 
fins  all  spotted;  cirri  very  numc^rons,  mostly  whitish,  giving  the  fish  a 
woolly  appearance  in  life.  Length  3 to  7 inches.  Coast  of  California  ; 
abundant  in  rock  pools  from  Monterey  southward  to  Lower  California, 
farth(‘r  south  than  any  other  of  the  California  Cotiidev.  {analis,  from  the 
large  anal  papilla.) 

Oligocottns  analis,  G-irard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.  1857,  201,  Monterey  (Coll.  A.  S. 
Taylor.  Type,  No.  486,  tJ.  S.  Nat.  Mns.) ; Girard,  XJ.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  x,  Fishes, 
57,  1858;  JORDAN  & GILBERT,  Synopsis,  718,  1883. 

Cottus  criniger,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  522,  1860,  Monterey,  California 
Centridermichthys  analis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  171,  1860. 

Clinocottus  analis,  Jordan  &.  Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes  North  and  Middle  America, 
444, 1896. 


745.  OLIGOCOTTUS,  Girard. 

Oligocottus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  18.56,  133  (maculosus). 

Body  rather  elongate,  the  skin  smooth;  preopercular  spine  slender  and 
sharp,  simple  or  with  a single  antler-l-ike  process  above;  small  tentacles 
on  head  and  anterior  parts  of  body ; gill  membranes  broadly  united,  free 
from  the  isthmus;  slit  behind  fourth  gill  small  or  obsolete;  dorsal  spines 
slender,  the  fin  short  and  not  emarginate;  anal  papilla  of  male  large; 
ventrals  I,  3.  Small  fishes  of  the  North  Pacific,  inhabiting  rock  pools 
between  tide  marks,  the  very  smallest  of  the  CotUdev.  {oXi-yoi,  small; 
Cottus.) 

a.  Preopercular  .spine  bifid,  having  a process  directed  upward  in  addition  to  the  pointed 
spine;  D,  YIIl,  16;  A.  12  to  14. 

h First  dor.sal  without  ocellatii  spot ; head  with  many  cirri ; male  with  the  anterior 
rays  of  anal  enlarged  and  detached.  maculosus,  2381. 

hi).  First  dorsal  with  a black  ocellus;  cirri  on  head  few;  anal  fin  in  males  with  the 
anterior  rays  not  especially  enlarged  or  detached.  borealis,  2382. 

2381.  OLIGOCOTTUS  MACULOSUS,  Girard. 

(Johnny.) 

Head  3;  depth  1.  1).  VIII-16;  A.  12  to  14.  Head  slender,  narrowed 

above,  the  snout  rather  pointed ; maxillary  reaching  pupil ; top  of  head 
with  several  scattered  cirri;  a few  on  sides  of  head;  cirri  on  lateral  line 
anteriorly  and  on  front  of  back,  also  along  base  of  dorsals.  No  scales  or 
prickles  anywhere ; preopercular  spine  forked ; front  rays  of  anal  enlarged 
and  detached  in  males;  anal  papilla  large  (in  males);  pectorals  reaching 
well  beyond  front  of  anal.  Usual  color,  reddish  lirown,  varying  to  gray, 
intense  green  or  crimson  according  to  surroundings,  the  vivid  colors  devel- 
oped in  the  presence  of  similarly  colored  algse;  fins  all  barred;  belly 
usually  livid  bluish  or  greenish ; lower  side  of  head  with  white  mottlings. 
Length  2 to  3 inches.  Pacific  coast,  from  Cape  Mendocino  to  Point  Con- 
cepcion, rather  common ; one  of  the  smallest  of  the  marine  Cottidw,  a bright- 
colored  inhabitant  of  rock  pools,  (inacidosus,  spotted.) 
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Oligocottus  maculosus,  Girard,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  1856,  153,  Tomales  Bay  (Coll.  E. 

Samuels);  San  Francisco  (Coll.  Lient.  Trowbridge);  Fort  Steilacoom  (Coll.  Dr.  G. 

Suckley);  Girard,  U.  S.  Pac.  E.  E,  Surv.,  x,  Eisli.,  56, 1858;  Jordan  A Gilbert,  Syn- 
opsis, 718, 1883. 

Centridermichthys  maculosut,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  171, 1860. 

2382.  OLIOOCOTTUS  BOREALIS,  Jordan  & Snyder. 

Head  31;  depth  IJ;  orhit  4 in  liead;  snout  4;  maxillary  2f.  D.  YIII  or 
IX-16  or  17 ; A.  12  to  14;  P.  14;  liigliest  dorsal  spine  3;  dorsal  ray  2J  ; cau- 
dal ray  14;  first  anal  ray,  male  14,  female  3;  ventralsl^;  caudal  peduncle 
31;  pectorals  3 in  length.  Body  compressed,  elongate;  hack  somewhat 
elevated,  deepest  below  middle  of  spinous  dorsal.  Head  almost  as  wide  as 
long,  tapering  from  behind  to  the  somewhat  pointed  snout;  profile  of 
head  rounded  above,  straight  below ; mouth  terminal,  nearly  horizontal ; 
maxillary  extending  to  vertical  through  posterior  part  of  pupil;  lower 
jaw  included;  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines  with  villiform  teeth;  snout  as 
long  as  orbit;  eye  high  in  head;  iuterorliital  space  narrower  than  width 
of  orbit,  its  concavity  angular;  opercle  with  a triangular  flap ; angle  of 
preopercle  produced  into  a forked  spine,  which  is  covered  with  skin, 
except  on  the  sharp  points;  prongs  of  })reopercular  spine  1 as  long  as 
orbit;  nasal  spines  prominent;  the  long  premaxillary  processes  forming  a 
sharp  ridge  between  the  latter;  branchiostegal  membranes  forming  a fold 
across  the  isthmus ; gills  34,  the  slit  behind  the  fourth  arch  much  reduced ; 
pseudobranchia?  present;  gill  rakers  represented  by  a few  protuberances 
on  the  arch.  Skin  smooth ; filaments  on  free  end  of  maxillary,  on  infe- 
rior edge  of  preopercle,  and  first  dorsal  to  the  bases  of  the  pectoral  fins; 
also  a row  of  filaments  extimding  along  the  supraorbital  crest,  over  the 
back  of  the  head  and  along  the  lateral  line  for  about  J the  length  of  the 
body,  the  filaments  usually  paired,  i.  e.,  2 grow  from  the  same  place; 
anal  papilla  prominent;  large  mucous  pores  scattered  about  the  top  and 
sides  of  head;  pores  of  lateral  line  36  to  40.  Dorsal  fins  2,  separate;  first 
dorsal  4 in  head  and  body,  curving  from  distal  end  of  first  spine  to  posterior 
part  of  base;  spines  rather  feeble;  second  dorsal  2 in  head  and  body,  a 
little  higher  than  first,  its  middle  rays  longest;  anal  fin  about  3:^^  in  head 
and  body;  in  the  male  the  first  and  second  rays  longest,  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  each  a little  shorter  than  the  preceding  one,  the  last  shortest;  in 
the  female  the  first  ray  is  the  shortest;  caudal  fin  somewhat  rounded; 
pectoral  rays  below  the  sixth  ventrally  free  from  the  connecting  mem- 
brane for  a portion  of  their  length ; ventral  fins  reaching  to  vent,  in  some 
specimens  to  anal.  Color,  usually  reddish  brown,  varying  to  gray,  in- 
tense green  or  crimson,  according  to  surroundings,  the  colors  developed 
in  the  presence  of  similarly  colored  alga';  dorsals,  pectorals,  and  caudal 
barred;  anal  sometimes  barred;  front  of  spinous  dorsal  with  an  ocellated 
])lack  spot.  Pacific  Coast,  from  Prince  William  Sound  to  Oregon ; the  types 
collected  in  tide  pools  at  Neah  Bay,  Puget  Sound,  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Starks. 
Others  were  collected  at  Neah  Bay  by  Mr.  Henry  St.  Clair,  and  still  others  in 
Departure  Bay,  Vancouver  Island,  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Gilbert.  This  species  is 
closely  related  to  Oligocottus  maculosns,  but  may  be  distinguished  from  the 
latter  by  having  fewer  filaments  on  the  head  and  body,  an  ocellated  spot 
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on  front  of  first  dorsal,  and  by  having  the  rays  of  the  anal  (in  in  the  male 
all  connected  by  membrane;  the  first  ray  of  anal  is  much  shorter  and 
weaker  in  0.  horealis.  (borealis,  northern.) 

Oligocottvs  horealis,  Jordan  & Snyder,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  Series  2,  vol.  vi,  1896,  225,  Neah 
Bay.  (Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.  Type,  No.  3396.  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 

746.  OXYCOTTUS,  Jordan  &.  Evermann,  new  genus. 

Oxy coitus,  Jordan  <fe  Evermann,  new  genus  (acuticeps). 

This  genus  is  allied  to  OUgocottus,  diftering  in  the  absence  of  upward 
process  on  the  sharp,  upwardly  curved  preopercular  spine.  No  slit  behind 
last  gill.  sharp  ; Coitus.) 

a.  Snout  sharp ; anal  rays  12  or  13.  accticeps,  2383. 

aa.  Snout  bluntish ; anal  rays  10.  embryum,  2384. 

2383.  OXYCOTTUS  ACUTICEPS  (Gilbert) 

Head  3|  to  3f ; eye  4 in  head;  snout  4.  D.  VII  or  VIII,  15  or  16;  A.  12  or 
13.  Head  slenderer  and  wdth  sharper  snout  than  in  0.  maculosus.  Inter- 
orbital space  slightly  concave,  its  width  ^ eye;  maxillary  region  verti- 
cal just  in  front  of  the  pupil,  3 in  head.  Cardiform  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer, 
and  palatine  bones.  Preopercular  spine  slender,  sharp,  curved  upward 
and  inward,  neither  notched  nor  forked.  Preopercular  margin  unarmed 
below  it;  nasal  spines  sharp;  occiput  without  ridges  or  spines;  opercle 
thickened  above,  ending  behind  in  a rounded  lobe;  without  definite  ridge 
or  spine.  Branchiostegals  6;  no  evident  pores  behind  last  gill;  gill  mem- 
branes broadly  united,  free  from  the  isthmus.  A cirrus  at  inner  base  of 
nasal  spines,  3 pairs  evenly  spaced  on  toj)  of  head,  1 above  orl)it8,  1 
j)Osteriorly  on  occiput,  and  1 midway  be  tween  these  2 ; a cirrus  at 
angle  of  opercle;  1 above  each  pore  on  anterior  portion  of  lateral  line; 
sides  of  body  otherwise  smooth,  without  further  cirri  and  without  axil- 
laiy  and  other  prickles.  Dorsal  fin  usually  slightly  joined  at  base;  pec- 
torals reaching  to  or  slightly  beyond  front  of  anal  fin;  ventrals  short, 
equaling  length  of  snout  and  eye,  extending  halfway  to  front  of  anal; 
anus  anterior  in  position,  thus  (littering  from  0.  maculosus  and  C.  analis, 
its  distance  from  base  of  ventrals  but  ^ its  distance  from  front  of  anal 
fin;  pores  of  lateral  line  33,  each  of  the  anterior  15’usually  accomj)anied  by 
a cirrus.  Fin  rays  in  7 specimens  are  as  follows: 


Spinous  dorsal.  Soft  dorsal.  ; 

Anal. 

ttays 

VII. 

VIII.  15. 

16.  i 

12.  13. 

Specimens. . . 

2 

a j 3 

4 

3 ' 4 

1 

Color  varying  with  the  surroundings,  often  nearly  uniform  bright  green. 
When  dark  markings  are  present,  we  usually  find  6 short  wedge-shaped 
dorsal  bars,  widening  rapidly  below,  and  joining  one  another  by  their 
extreme  tips;  below  these  a dusky  wavy  lengthwise  streak,  and  another 
wider  one  below  lateral  line,  the  latter  marked  posteriorly  by  round 
white  spots,  the  size  of  pupil;  occiput  dusky;  a black  bar  from  eye  to 
snout ; 1 from  eye  to  behind  maxillary ; 1 from  eye  to  base  of  preopercu- 
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lar  spiue ; tlie  interval  between  these  snbocnlar  bars  may  be  silvery  white ; 
si>inous  dorsal  often  showing  2 dark  bars,  as  in  7>.  glohiceps;  ventrals 
plain;  fins  otherwise  finely  mottled  or  indistinctly  barred;  some  or  all  of 
these  dark  markings  sometimes  absent.  Prince  William  Sound  (Arthur 
AVhite  Greeley)  to  Vancouver  Island.  Four  specimens,  the  largest  47  mm. 
long,  from  tide  pools  at  Uualaska,  are  the  types  of  the  species.  Three 
additional  specimens  were  taken  in  Departure  Bay,  Vancouver  Island. 
(Gilbert.)  {acutus,  sharp;  -cejis,  head.) 

Oligocottiis  acuticeps,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  432,  Unalaska  (Coll. 
Albatross). 


2384.  OXYCOTXrS  EMBRYUII  (Jordan  & Starks). 

Head  4;  dej^th  4^.  D.  IX,  15;  A.  10;  orbit  4 in  head;  snout  4;  maxillary 
2f ; highest  dorsal  spine  2^ ; dorsal  ray  If;  anal  ray  If;  length  of  caudal 
fin  If;  ventrals  If;  pectorals  24  in  body.  Body  elongate,  compressed, 
back  slightly  elevated,  deepest  under  spinous  dorsal;  caudal  peduncle 
moderately  slender.  Skin  without  scales  or  prickles ; head  small,  taper- 
ing rapidly  forward  to  the  rather  sharp  snout  as  viewed  from  above ; pro- 
file of  head  straight  below,  acutely  and  evenly  rounded  above;  mouth 
terminal  and  horizontal;  maxillary  reaching  to  the  vertical  from  the 
middle  of  pupil;  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines 
in  narrow  villiform  bands;  process  of  premaxillary  prominent,  extending 
slightly  above  nasal  spines,  giving  the  appearance  of  3 spines  above 
snout;  eye  set  high  in  head,  the  orbit  as  long  as  snout;  preopercular 
spine  short,  blunt,  and  triangular,  entirely  covered  with  the  skin,  edge  of 
preopercle  below,  entire;  opercle  ending  in  a short  flap;  top  of  head 
with  2 rows  of  mossy’'  cirri,  running  from  the  superior  orbital  margin, 
curving  over  head  and  continuing  on  lateral  line,  they  disappear  on  its 
anterior  third.  Dorsal  spine  rather  stout,  the  fin  lower  than  soft  dorsal, 
rounded  in  outline;  soft  dorsal  well  separated  from  spinous,  the  front  of 
fin  the  highest;  pectorals  long,  the  eighth  ray  the  longest,  giving  the  fin 
a point  behind  which  reaches  to  the  base  of  about  the  seventh  dorsal  ray; 
the  same  rays  below  the  eighth  swollen  and  posteriorly  free  from  the 
membrane;  anal  about  as  high  as  soft  dorsal,  the  rays  somewhat  swollen 
and  more  or  less  free;  ventrals  long,  reaching  about  to  front  of  anal,  their 
insertion  behind  base  of  pectoral  a distance  equal  to  the  snout  and  eye; 
caudal  fin  slightly  rounded.  Color  variable  from  light  green  to  a rich 
maroon;  traces  of  5 or  6 dark  crossbars  on  back;  lower  parts  dusky  with 
small  light  spots;  belly  white;  a dark  bar  from  eye  to  side  of  snout,  1 
from  eye  to  edge  of  preopercle  behind  end  of  maxillary,  and  another  from 
eye  to  below  preopercular  spine;  lips  black;  lower  rays  of  pectorals 
crossed  with  black  and  Avhite  bars  which  fade  out  above;  ventrals  light 
with  some  dusky  mottlings ; dorsal  dark  above,  light  at  base,  no  mark- 
ings; anal  with  black  and  white  bars  running  across  the  rays,  caudal  fin 
mottled.  In  this  species  the  preopercular  spine  is  verj'^  short,  sharp, 
turned  upward,  and  covered  by  skin.  It  has  a more  acute  snout  than  JL 
glohiceps,  mouth  with  a lateral  cleft,  body  more  compressed,  and  the  pre- 
maxillary process  extending  above  nasal  spines.  Puget  Sound  to  Mon- 
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terey,  scarce;  2 specimens  collected  in  the  tide  pools  left  in  the  sand  on 
a beach  near  Neah  Bay,  the  largest  2f  inches  in  length.  A third  specimen, 
darker  in  color,  obtained  at  Point  Lobos,  Carmelo  Bay,  near  Monterey,  by 
Mr.  John  O.  Snyder,  {kr,  in;  ftpvov,  sea  moss.) 

Oligocottus  emhryum,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  808,  pi.  82,  Neah  Bay, 
Washington.  (Type,  Ko.  3128  L.  S.  Jr.  Uuiv.  Mus.  Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.) 

747.  BLENNICOTTUS,  Gill. 

Blennicothis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Kat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 166  (globicepn) . 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  OlUjocottus,  differing  in  the  form  of  its  pre- 
opercular  spine,  which  is  short,  blunt,  and  simple.  Head  short  and  blunt, 
the  cleft  of  the  month  largely  or  wholly  anterior.  Last  gill  slit  obsolete. 
North  Pacific.  (Blennius;  Coitus.) 

a.  Head  nearly  globular,  very  blunt;  the  cleft  of  mouth  not  extending  on  its  side; 
preopercular  spine  with  a short  point;  ventrals  IJ  to  Hin  head;  D.  IX,  16;  A.  11. 
b.  Head  with  rather  few  cirri.  globiceps,  2.385. 

bb.  Head  with  very  many  cirri.  var.  bryosus,  2385a. 

2385.  BLEXMCOTTrS  GLOBICEPS  (Girard). 

HeadSf;  depth  4 D.  IX,  16;  A.  11;  V.  1,3.  Body  little  compressed; 
head  extremely  short  and  blunt,  narrowed  above,  nearly  everj^where  con- 
vex. Month  anterior,  short  and  broad,  almost  without  lateral  cleft;  lower 
jaw  shortest;  maxillary  reaching  past  front  of  the  small  eye;  interorhital 
space  very  narrow,  grooved,  about  ^ width  of  eye;  preopercular  spine 
with  a single  point  turned  upward ; top  of  head  with  2 series  of  cirri ; none 
on  sides  of  head,  except  a few  on  upper  part  of  opercle;  a series  of  cirri 
along  anterior  half  of  lateral  line;  skin  without  scales  or  prickles;  pec- 
torals reaching  beyond  front  of  anal.  Dark  olive,  with  obscure  darker 
cross  bars;  first  dorsal  with  2 dark  streaks  above;  fins  generally  barred 
Avith  greenish,  orange,  or  blue;  cirri  mostly  black.  Length  3 to  4 inches. 
Pacific  Coast,  from  Kadiak  to  San  Diego ; the  typical  form  from  San  Diego 
northward  to  Oregon ; in  rock  pools,  rather  rare,  more  common  southward. 
(glohus,  globe;  -ceps,  head.) 

Oligocottus  globiceps.  Girard,  TJ.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Fish.,  58,  1858,  South  Farallones. 
(Coll.  Lieut.  Trowbridge.  Type,  Xo.  300,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synop- 
sis, 718, 1883. 

Centridermichthys  globiceps,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  171, 1860. 

Blennicottus  globiceps,  Jordan  <t  Stark,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 808. 

Represented  in  Puget  Sound  and  northward  to  Kadiak  by 

2385*.  BLENMC'OTTUS  GLOBICEPS  BRYOSUS,  Jordan  <fc  Starks. 

Northern  specimens  are  larger  in  size,  4 to  6 inches,  with  paler  and  more 
variegated  coloration  and  red  markings ; the  preopercular  spine  is  stronger 
and  slightly  hooked  upward,  and  the  opercle  has  many  more  cirri  above 
than  in  the  southern  form.  These  differences  are  very  slight  and  perhaps 
unworthy  of  notice,  {(iftvov,  sea  moss,  from  the  cirrous  head.) 

Blennicottus  globiceps  bryosus,  Jordan  &.  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  808,  Point  Or- 
chard, Seattle.  (Coil.  E.  C.  Starks.) 


2018 


Bulletm  ^7,  U^iited  States  Natio7ial  Miiseiuit, 


748.  HISTIOCOTTUS,  Gill. 

Peropxis,  Lay  <fe  Bennett,  Beechey’s  Voy.,  Zool.,  Fisli.,  59, 1839  (bilobus) ; name  preoccupied. 
Histiocottus,  Gill,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1888,  573  (bilobus). 

This  genus  is  very  close  to  Blepsias,  from  which  it  differs  iu  the  absence 
of  smooth  areas  on  the  body;  the  tins  are  lower,  the  dorsal  not  emargi- 
nate,  and  the  pectoral  much  larger,  perhaps  capable  of  being  used  for 
flight.  North  Pacific,  (idriov,  sail;  Cottas.) 

2386.  HI.STIOCOTTUS  BILOBUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

D.  IX,  21 ; A.  18 ; P.  16.  Body  shorter  and  deeper  than  in  Blepsias  cirrho- 
sas,  with  thicker  caudal  peduncle  and  heavier  head,  the  bones  less  firm; 
snout  short,  obtuse,  interorbital  space  very  wide,  concave,  ^ wider  than 
the  small  eye;  short  occipital  ridges  present,  besides  several  bluntish 
tubercles.  Mouth  broad,  oblique,  the  maxillary  reaching  pupil;  teeth 
small,  distant;  barbels  as  in  cirrhosus.  Head  and  body  covered  with 
prickles,  larger  and  blunter  than  in  cirrhosus;  ho  naked  patches  on  body  ; 
fins  less  developed  than  in  cirrhosus;  first  5 or  6 spines  of  dorsal  subequal, 
the  last  3 al)ruptly  shorter;  pectorals  longer  and  much  broader  than  in 
cirrhosus,  reaching  seventh  anal  ray;  caudal  short,  much  shorter  than 
head.  Olivaceous,  paler  below;  dorsal  region  with  4 or  5 black  bars, 
reaching  the  distance  to  the  lateral  line,  and  somewhat  continued  on  the 
fins;  caudal  with  a black  bar  at  base,  otherwise  plain;  pectorals  and  anal 
blotched  with  black.  Coast  of  Alaska  and  Kamchatka,  not  very  common; 
the  specimen  here  described  from  Kadiak,  {hilohus,  two-lobed.) 

Blepsias  bilobus,  Cuvier  &.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  379,  1829,  Kamchatka 
(Coll.  M.  Collee,  Brit.  Mus.) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  153, 1860;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synop- 
sis, 720, 1883. 

Peropus  bilobus,  Bennett,  Beecliey’s  Voy.,  Zool.,  Fish.,  59, 1839. 

749.  BLEPSIAS,  Cuvier. 

Blepsias,  Cuvier,  Regne  Animal,  Ed.  2, 1829  (cirrhosus). 

Head  and  body  compressed;  skin  hispid  with  stiffish  villiform  prickles, 
and  with  definitely  naked  areas;  snout  and  chin  with  several  rather  long 
barbels;  mouth  small;  teeth  villiform,  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines; 
lireopercle  with  2 short  blunt  spines ; gill  membranes  free  from  the  isth- 
mus ; gills  4,  a slit  behind  the  fourth ; top  of  head  with  bony  ridges ; sub- 
orbital stay  narrow;  first  dorsal  short,  elevated  in  front,  emarginate,  the 
spines  slender;  second  dorsal  large;  anal  similar,  lower;  ventrals  very 
short,  I,  3 ; pectorals  long.  North  Pacific.  (An  old  name  of  some  fish ; 
from  (iXeTtoj,  look.) 

2387.  BLEPSIAS  CIRRHOSUS  (Pallas). 

Head  3f ; depth  3|.  D.  V-III,  23;  A.  20;  P.  12;  scales  50.  Supraocular 
ridges  well  developed;  interorbital  space  concave,  with  2 low  ridges 
extending  backward  from  nasal  spines,  diverging  toward  occipital  ridges; 
the  latter  large,  partly  interrupted;  suborbital  stay  conspicuous;  tempo- 
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ral  rido-e  present;  maxillary  reaching  to  heyond  middle  of  pupil;  snont 
with  5 barbels,  chin  with  6,  the  longest  about  as  long  as  the  eye,  which 
is  3f  in  head;  a small  cirrns  on  each  interorbital  ridge;  interorbital  space 
as  wide  as  eye;  sides  with  3 or  4 pale,  well-defined,  naked  areas  behind 
pectorals,  the  2 anterior  much  the  largest;  behind  these  a long  naked 
strip  along  the  lateral  line,  colored  like  the  rest  of  the  body;  first  4 spines 
of  dorsal  elevated,  f to  f length  of  head;  the  fifth  mnch  shortened ; mem- 
brane deeply  notched  between  the  fifth  spine  and  the  sixth,  which  is 
longer  than  the  one  before  it;  ventrals  as  long  as  eye;  pectorals  reaching 
much  beyond  front  of  anal;  first  rays  of  soft  dorsal  short;  the  others 
gradnally  lengthened  to  near  the  last,  the  highest  higher  than  the  dorsal 
spines;  caudal  longer  than  head.  Dark  olivaceous,  sides  of  back  with  4 
to  6 vertically  oblong  black  blotches  edged  with  paler,  not  reaching 
nearly  to  lateral  line;  belly  and  naked  areas  on  sides  whitish;  black 
bands  radiating  from  eyes;  fins  dark,  with  large  pale  blotches  and  dark 
spots;  caudal  with  light  and  dark  bars;  ventrals  plain;  a small  white 
spot  on  front  of  spinous  dorsal.  Adults  from  Unalaska  show  the  follow- 
ing color : Olive  green  of  varying  shades,  the  belly  bright  coppery  yellow, 
the  cross  blotches  on  back  nearly  black,  with  paler  margins;  naked 
patches  on  sides  white  or  brassy,  those  on  tail  colored  like  body,  those  on 
head  silvery;  first  dorsal  light  olive,  with  2 translncent  patches;  second 
dorsal  mottled  olive  with  dark  spots  and  translncent  patches;  caudal 
with  3 blackish  and  4 translucent  bands;  anal  yellowish  olive  with 
numerous  spots  and  translucent  pat<-hes;  radiating  blackish  bands  run- 
ning out  from  eye;  the  upper  barbels  black,  the  lower  olive.  Length  6 
inches.  Alaska  to  San  Francisco,  in  shallow  water;  not  rare  northward; 
common  at  Fnalaska;  known  also  from  Petropaulski  and  Iturup  Island; 
not  often  seen  south  of  Puget  Sound,  (cirrhosus,  bearing  cirri.) 

Trachiniis  cirrhosus,  VAi.hAS,  Zoogr.  Ross.-Asiat.,  in,  237, 1811,  Avatcha  Bay,  Kamchatka 

(Coll.  Merk);  Gulf  of  Penshin,  Ochotsk'Sea. 

Blepsias  trilohus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  375, 1829;  same  types. 
Blcpsias  cirrhosus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  153,  I860;  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beit.,  v,  128,  1876; 

Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  719, 1883. 

750.  NAUTISCUS,  Jordan  & Evermann,  new  genus. 

Xautiscus,  Jordan  &.  Evermann,  now  genus  (prihilovius) . 

This  genus  is  closely  allied  to  Nanticlithys,  having  the  same  gill  struc- 
tures and  dentition,  but  the  first  dorsal  is  only  moderately  elevated,  its 
height  being  less  than  depth  of  body.  There  are  no  cirri  on  the  head, 
and  there  is  no  marked  depression  at  the  occiput,  the  base  of  the  dorsal 
being  little  raisml  above  the  nape;  preopercle  with  four  obsolete  spines; 
skin  rougher  than  in  Nautichthys,  the  anal  fin  shorter.  Bering  Sea. 
(a  diminutive  of  vavrr/^,  a ship,  from  the  low  first  dorsal.) 

2888.  IVAIITISCUS  PllIBILOVIUS,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  new  species. 

Differing  from  AT.  oculofasciatiis  in  the  shorter  lower  fins,  the  lower  cra- 
nial ridges,  and  the  coloration.  Head  3 to  3^;  depth  3|.  D.  VIII,  23;  A. 
15;  V.  1, 3;  P.15;  eye  3|- in  head ; maxillary  2f;  lateral  line  with  39  spines. 
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Shape  of  head  and  hody  much  as  in  JV.  ociilofasciatus;  head  short,  the  snout 
rather  sharp,  the  anterior  profile  steep ; nasal  spines  prominent,  a short 
occnlar  cirrus,  much  smaller  than  in  X.  oculofasciatiis,  shorter  than  pupil; 
iuterobital  space  narrow,  about  ^ eye,  deeply  concave;  a blunt  triangular 
ridge  above  each  orbit,  with  a deep  cross  furrow  behind  it  which  deepens 
to  a pit  at  the  vertex;  nuchal  ridges  lower  than  in  iV.  oculofasciatiis,  each 
with  a coarse  tubercle,  lower  and  larger  than  in  the  other  species.  From 
the  nuchal  depression,  the  base  of  first  dorsal  spines  rises  much  less 
abruptly.  Preopercle  with  4 blunt  prominences,  the  upper  often  longer 
and  more  spine-like.  Mouth  nearly  horizontal,  the  lower  jaw  included; 
a slender  filament  at  end  of  maxillary;  teeth  small,  a few  on  vomer  and  a 
narrow  baud  on  palatines.  Gill  membranes  broadly  united  to  isthmus, 
the  gill  opening  extending  a little  below  the  lower  edge  of  pectoral. 
Skin  covered  with  close-set  villous  prickles,  among  which  large  ones  are 
frequently  seen  arranged  in  rather  definite  longitudinal  series,  of  which 
there  may  be  2 or  3 parallel  with  the  back,  and  1 running  near  lower  line 
of  tail.  Xo  smooth  areas  on  sides.  Lateral  line  consjiicuous,  the  plates 
with  short  spines  directed  backward.  Dorsals  separate,  the  first  not 
notched,  comparatively  low,  the  first  spine  highest.  If  in  head  in  type ; in 
other  specimens  If  to  If  in  head;  soft  dorsal  and  anal  also  low,  none  of  the 
rays  reaching  base  of  caudal  when  depressed;  pectoral  longer  than  head; 
veutrals  H to  2 in  head.  Color,  dull  light  olivaceous,  mottled  with  darker ; 
3 or  4 dark  bands  below  soft  dorsal,  1 below  spinous  dorsal;  a black  band 
through  eyes  and  across  cheeks,  extending  onto  branchiostegal  membranes; 
7 dusky  spots  along  lateral  line,  a conspicuous  pink  blotch,  rather  larger 
than  pupil,  between  first  and  second  blotch;  first  dorsal  dusky;  second 
dorsal,  anal,  and  pectoral  dotted  and  checked;  caudal  with  faint  finely 
checked  cross  lines  which  deepen  to  form  a dark  bar  at  its  base  and  a 
broader  one  toward  its  tip;  veutrals  pale;  belly  mottled.  Bering  Sea. 
One  specimen,  6 cm.  long,  from  Albatross  Station  3635,  off  St.  George  Island, 
in  23  fathoms.  Another  specimen  barelj'  an  inch  long  was  dredged  in  7 
fathoms  in  the  harbor  of  Unalaska.  Very  numerous  specimens  were 
obtained  by  the  Albatross  in  1890  in  Bristol  Bay  and  south  of  the  Alaskan 
Peninsula.  It  was  at  that  time  incorrectly  identified  by  Dr.  Gilbert  with 
X.  oculofasoiatns.  In  5 specimens  of  those  from  Bristol  Bay  the  dorsal  con- 
tains VIII  or  IX,  23  or  24  rays,  the  anal  16  or  17,  the  pectoral  15  or  16. 
{pribilovins,  from  the  Pribilof  Islands,  named  for  their  discoverer,  Geras- 
sim  Pribilof,  1786.) 

Xautichthys  ociilofasciatus,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  434;  notof  Girard. 
Xautichthys  pribilovins,  Jordan  Gilbert,  Fishes  Bering  Sea,  MS.,  1898,  off  St.  George 
Island.  (Type,  Ho.  48237,  IT.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  Coll.  Dr.  Jordan.) 

751.  NAUTICHTHYS,  Girard. 

Xautichthys,  Girard,  IT.  S.  Pac.  K.  K.  Surv.,  x,  Fishes,  74, 1858  {oculofasciatiis). 

Body  rather  elongate,  compressed,  but  not  elevated,  the  skin  evenly  cov- 
ered with  short,  close-set,  villiform  prickles.  Head  short,  strongly  com- 
pressed, the  cheeks  subvertical ; orbital  ring  much  elevated  above,  with 
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several  bluut  protuberances  behind;  nape  much  depressed,  vith  the  base 
of  the  dorsal  fin  rising  abruptly  above  it;  mouth  small;  teeth  on  jaws, 
vomer,  and  palatines;  preoperclc  with  small,  bluntish  spines  above;  gill 
membranes  broadly  united  to  the  isthmus;  a slit  behind  fourth  gill;  bran- 
chiostegal  6;  first  dorsal  falcate,  the  spines  very  flexible,  the  anterior 
much  elevated,  much  longer  than  head,  the  posterior  rapidly  shortened; 
second  dorsal  long  and  rather  high ; anal  fin  similar  to  second  dorsal,  but 
shorter  and  lower;  pectorals  moderate;  ventrals  I,  3,  well  developed,- 
nearly  as  long  as  head.  Pacific  Coast.  Small  fishes,  of  singular  appear- 
ance. {ravrrji^,  sailor;  ix^vi,  fish;  in  allusion  to  the  development  of  the 
first  dorsal  fin.) 

23S9.  >’AUT1CHTHTS  OCTLOFASCIATUS  (Girard). 

Head  3^;  depth  3|.  D.  IX,  28;  A.  19;  P.  14;  Y.  I,  3;  scales  44.  Maxil- 
lary reaching  to  opposite  pupil;  eye  very  large,  longer  than  snout;  nasal 
spines  conspicuous,  curved ; maxillary  and  edge  of  preopercle  with  minute 
cirri;  orhit  with  a branched  cirrus,  as  long  as  pupil;  the  narrow  inter- 
orbital space  deeply  channeled;  supraocular  ridge  posteriorly  with  3 blunt 
tubercles;  2 compressed  tubercles  on  each  side  of  first  dorsal;  a deep  pit 
at  nape,  extending  under  origin  of  first  dorsal;  spinous  dorsal  smooth; 
rays  of  soft  dorsal  and  caudal  roughened  with  prickles;  dorsal  spines 
nearly  twice  length  of  head;  ventrals  f length  of  head,  a little  shorter 
than  caudal ; pectorals  long.  Grayish  above ; sides  with  dark  marblings 
and  obscure  dusky  bauds;  a very  conspicuous  black  band  through  eye  and 
across  cheek;  first  dorsal  blackish;  other  fins  barred  with  light  and  dark; 
ventrals  plain.  Length  6 inches.  Pacific  Coast,  Kadiak  to  San  Francisco, 
chiefly  northward;  not  rare  in  Puget  Sound;  a most  singular-looking  fish. 
(ocuIhs,  eye;  fasciatus,  banded.) 

Blepsias  oculnfaiciatiis,  Giuard,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1857,  202,  Fort  Steilacoom, 
Washington.  (Coll.  Dr.  Geo.  Suckley.  Type,  No.  512,  U.S.  Nat.  Mus.) 

XaiUichthyn  oculofasciatus,  Girard,  TJ.  S.  Pac.  11.  li.  Siirv.,  x.  Fish.,  74, 1858 ; Gunther,  Cat., 
ii,  157,1860;  Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Beitr.,  v,  130,  with  plate;  Jordan  6c.  Gilbert,  Syn- 
opsis, 727, 1883;  Jordan  &.  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci,  1895, 810. 


752.  ULCA,  Jordan  & Evermauu. 

Ulca,  Jordan  <5c  Evermann,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  227  {marmoratus) . 

The  genus  is  close  to  UeinUripicrns,  from  which  it  differs  in  its  shorter 
first  dorsal  of  about  14  spines,  the  first  4 of  which  are  not  differentiated, 
the  fin  therefore  not  emarginate.  Alaska.  {Ulke,  the  Uanish-Norwegian 
name  for  all  Cottidce.) 


2390.  ULCA  3IARMORATA  (Bean). 

Head2f ; depth  3j.  D.  XIV,  12;  A.  13;  Y.  I,  3;  lateral  line  (tubes)  44. 
Eye  about  as  long  as  snout  and  ^ as  long  as  head.  Pectorals  reaching  to 
the  vertical  through  the  anal  origin;  ventral  scarcely  longer  than  eye. 
Gill  membrane  free  from  isthmus.  Maxillary  reaching  beyond  end  of  eye. 
First  dorsal  base  as  long  as  head  without  snout,  the  first  4 spines  less 
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elevated  aiid  differentiated  than  in  Hemitripierus.  Sides  dark  gray, 
intermingled  with  whitish  reticulations.  Type  2f  inches  long.  North 
Pacilic  and  Bering  Sea,  in  deep  water.  (Bean).  Dr.  Gilbert  notes 
also:  Several  small  specimens  were  secured  in  Bering  Sea,  to  the  north 

of  Unalaska  Island,  depths  70  to  121  fathoms.  They  agree  with  the 
types  in  having  but  14  dorsal  spines,  the  first  4 of  which  are  not  noticeably 
differentiated.  The  second  dorsal  contains  11  or  12  rays,  and  the  anal  tin 
13.  The  last  2 rays  of  the  anal  ffn  are  approximated  at  base,  but  do  not 
evidently  constitute  a divided  ray.’^  (mannoratus,  marbled.) 

Ilemitripterus  mannoratus.  Bean,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1890,  43,  off  Sitkalidak  Island, 
at  Albatross  Station  2855  in  69  fathoms ; Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893 
(1896),  410. 

? Cottus  villosus,  '■  Pallas,  Zooccr.  Koss.-Asiat.,  iil,  129,  1811,  Cape  of  Kronok  and  mouth 
of  the  Itscha  ; after  Steller;  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  196, 1829. 


753.  HEMITRIPTERUS,  Cuvier. 


(Sea  Ravens.) 


Uemitriptems,  Cuvier,  Kegne.  Anim.,  Ed.  2,  voL  2,  164, 1829  {americamis). 


Body  moderately  elongate,  scaleless,  but  the  skin  covered  with  prickles 
and  bony  protuberances  of  various  sizes  and  forms.  Head  large,  with 
numerous  bony  humps  and  ridges  and  fleshy  sliiis  above ; orbital  rim  much 
elevated,  the  interorbital  space  deeply  concave;  a depressed  area  at  the 
occiput,  behind  which  are  2 blunt  spines  on  each  side.  Mouth  very  wide; 
jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines  with  broad  bands  of  teeth;  no  slit  behind  last 
gill:  gill  membranes  broadly  united,  free  from  isthmus;  preopercle  with 
stout,  blunt  spines;  suborbital  stay  very  strong,  forming  a sharp  ridge. 
Spinous  dorsal  much  longer  than  the  soft  part,  of  16  to  18  spines,  of  which 
the  first  2 are  the  highest,  and  the  fourth  and  fifth  shorter  than  the  suc- 
ceeding ones,  the  fin  thus  deeply  eniargiuate;  pectoral  fins  very  broad, 
much  procnrrent;  ventrals  I,  3.  Large  fishes  of  singular  appearance,  in- 
habiting the  North  Atlantic  and  Pacific.  Dr.  Gill  makes  of  them  a dis- 
tinct family  on  account  of  the  great  length  of  the  spinous  dorsal  and  the 
peculiar  development  of  the  myodome.  The  genus  is,  however,  related 
to  Bhpsias  and  XauUchfhys,  and  the  spinous  dorsal  is  as  long  in  Jordania 
as  in  Remit HjBerus,  while  the  two  genera  stand  as  extremes  in  the  Cottoid 
group,  {ijni — , half;  rpe??,  three;  TtvEpov  dn.) 

a.  Dorsal  spine  about  16;  the  upper  surface  of  head  moderately  uneven. 

americanus,  2391. 

aa.  Dorsal  spines  18;  top  of  head  excessively  uneven.  cavifrons,  2392. 

* Some  unknown  fish  allied  to  Tlca  marmorafa  is  Cottus  villosus,  Pallas.  Size,  form,  and 
dimensions  of  Oncocottus  quadricornis,  the  same  intestines,  but  with  a disagreeable 
smokedike  odor.  Its  skin  is  soft,  loose,  sand-colored,  covered  with  villoslties  like  a calf's 
tongue.  On  the  lateral  line  these  prickles  are  stronger  and  f of  a line  to  a line  in  diame- 
ter. Eight  soft  cutaneous  flaps  each  3 lines  long,  and  hifid  or  trifid,  at  equal  intervals  on 
the  lower  jaw:  belly  white,  back  varied  and  marked  with  brown.  Cape  of  Kronok  and 
mouth  of  the  river  Itscha.  Known  only  from  notes  of  Steller.  (Pallas),  (villosus,  hairy.) 
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2391.  iIE3IITIlIPTEULS  A3IEHICA.\I  S (Gmolin). 

(Sea  liAVEX.) 

Head  2f;  depth  3f.  D.  IV,  XII-I,  12;  A.  13;  scales  40.  Body  villous, 
the  prickles  enlarged  and  tnhercle-like  along  hack  and  lateral  line;  nasal 
spines  strong ; supraocular  ridge  much  elevated,  with  dermal  daps  and  2 
hlunt  spines;  3 pairs  of  fleshy  slips  on  nasal  hones,  and  2 on  supraocular 
ridges;  smaller  cirri  on  maxillary,  on  preorbital,  and  several  on  lower 
jaw;  interocular  space  very  deeply  concave;  2 hlunt  occipital  spines  on 
each  side,  outside  of  which  are  2 or  3 others;  opercle  small,  with  a bony 
ridge;  preopercle  with  2 hlunt  spines,  below  which  are  1 or  2 others; 
lower  jaw  slightly  projecting;  maxillary  reaching  beyond  eye,  about  { 
head;  pectorals  nearly  reaching  anal;  highest  dorsal  sjiine  If  in  length 
of  head,  as  long  as  caudal;  ventrals  reaching  halfway  to  anal,  Reddish 
brown,  marbled  with  darker  1)rown,  and  much  variegated;  yellowish 
below;  fins  variegated  with  light  and  dark.  Length  8 inches.  Atlantic 
coast  of  America,  chiefly  northward,  from  New  York  to  Labrador,  not  rare, 
common  at  Woods  Hole  in  October  and  November;  a most  lemarkable 
looking  fish. 

Scorpeena  amencrena.  Gmelin,  S3-8t.  Nat.,  1220.  1788,  after  “Diable  en  crapand  de  Mer 
d’Ara6rique”  of  du  Hamel  de  Monceau,  Peche,  in,  2,  93. 

Cottus  acadian.  Pennant,  Arctic  Zool.,  in,  371,  Nova  Scotia. 

Coitus  acadian,  Walbaum,  Artedi  Pise.,  392, 1792,  Nova  Scotia ; Newfoundland. 

Cottus  Idsjddus,  Bloch  Sc  Schneider,  Syst.  Iclitli.,  63, 1801,  New  York. 

Cottus  trijdenjgius,  Bloch  Sc  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  63, 1801,  Nova  Scotia;  after  pen- 
nant. 

/femitripten/s  a?Renca7n<s,  Cuvier  A Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  268,1829;  Gun- 
ther, Cat.,  n,  143,  I860;  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  68.5, 1883. 

H emit  rip  terus  acadianus,  Storer,  Hist.  Fish.  Mass.,  35,  1867. 


231)2.  HEIUTUIPTEKUS  ( AVIEllOXS,  Lockiugton. 

D.  IV,  XIV,  13;  A.  14;  P.  20;  V.  I,  3;  scales  44.  Very  similar  to  Ilemi- 
tnptenis  americanus,  but  Avith  the  upper  surface  of  the  head  more  uneven, 
-the  concavity  of  the  interocular  area  more  marked,  and  the  dorsal  fin  with 
more  spines.  Head  equaling  dejdh,  about  34  in  total  length  with  caudal. 
Length  16  inches.  Coast  of  Alaska,  not  common;  perhai)S  not  distinct 
from  the  preceding,  {cavus,  concave;  fvons,  forehead.) 

Hemitripterus  cavifrons,  Lockington,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1880,  233,  Kadiak  Island, 
Alaska.  (Coll.  W.  J.  Fisher.) 

754.  SYNCHIRUS,  Bean. 

Synchirus,  Bean,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  xn,  1889,  641  (gilli). 

Body  slender  and  moderately  elongate,  resembling  that  of  Trujlops; 
coA’-ered  with  thin,  tough  skin.  Lateral  line  armed  with  spiny  tubercles. 
Spiny  scales  in  a series  along  the  dorsal  base.  Head  subconical,  with 
moderately  pointed  snout.  Mouth  small,  very  slightly  oblique;  the  rami 
of  the  mandible  a little  concave  beneath.  Premaxillaries  protractile; 
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jaws  with  slender,  villiform  teeth,  in  l)ands;  teeth  on  vomer  and  pala- 
tines. Psendohranchise  present.  Gills  3^^,  no  slit  behind  the  last;  gill 
openings  wide,  extending  above  the  median  line,  the  membrane  free  from 
the  isthmus.  Suborbital  connected  by  a bony  stay  with  the  preopercle, 
which  bears  a strong  bifid  spine  at  its  angle.  Pectorals  completely 
united  around  the  breast,  the  membranes  free  at  the  margin.  Yentrals 
distant  from  the  gill  opening,  the  pubic  bones  being  remarkably  long, 
the  fins  diverging  widely,  and  consisting  of  a rudimentary  spine  and  3 
rays.  Dorsal  long,  the  spinous  portion  low,  with  slender  spines,  and  the 
soft  portion  twice  as  long  as  the  spinous.  Anal  long.  Caudal  moderately 
elongate,  its  middle  rays  somewhat  produced.  Genital  papilla  of  male 
received  in  a pit  in  front  of  anal.  Pacific.  {6vy^  together;  xBp,  hand.) 

2S93.  ST>’CHIRUS  GILLI,  Bean. 

Head  3^;  depth  5i;  Br.  6;  D.  VIII  to  IX,  19  to  21;  A.  20;  V.  I,  3;  P.  22. 
Eye  about  as  long  as  snout,  4 in  head.  Maxillary  extending  to  about 
below  middle  of  eye.  The  interorbital  space  not  quite  equal  to  length  of 
eye;  a pair  of  strong  nasal  spines ; preopercle  with  a short  and  very  sharp 
bifid  spine;  lateral  line  with  about  41  spiny  tubercles,  and  most  of  the 
specimens  have  a single  series  of  spiny  scales  along  the  dorsal  base; 
pectorals  nearly  as  long  as  the  head,  and  extending  to  about  below  the 
fourth  ray  of  the  soft  dorsal ; ventrals  nearly  under  the  middle  of  the 
pectorals,  their  length  varying  greatly ; in  some  specimens  scarcely  i as 
long  as  the  head;  in  others  as  long  as  postorbital  xiart  of  head.  In  some 
males  the  anal  pajiilla  is  f as  long  as  the  ventral  fin  of  the  same  individual. 
This  jiapilla  can  be  received  into  a jiit  in  front  of  the  anal  fin.  Spinous 
dorsal  beginning  over  axil  of  jiectoral,  length  of  its  base  a little  greater 
than  xiostorbital  part  of  head;  none  of  its  spines  much  longer  than  ejm; 
distance  of  anal  origin  from  head  about  | length  of  head.  Pays  of  soft 
dorsal  and  anal  not  much  longer  than  dorsal  spines.  Caudal  about  | 
as  long  as  head,  its  middle  rays  somewhat  the  longest.  Color  in  spirits 
pale  yellowish  brown;  the  sides  showing  traces  of  several  small,  jiale 
blotches,  and  the  caudal  and  pectoral  with  a few  very  small  dark  blotches, 
those  on  the  caudal  forming  interrupted  bands;  across  the  back  are  faint 
indications  of  about  5 pale  cross  bands.  Length  2 inches.  Barclay 
Sound,  British  Columbia.  (The  species  is  dedicated  to  Dr.  Theodore  Gill, 
in  appreciation  of  his  researches  niion  the  mail-cheeked  fishes.) 

Synchirus  gilli.  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  xii,  1889,  642,  Barclay  Sound,  British  Co- 
lumbia. (Tj'pe,  No.  41820.  Coll.  Albatross.) 

755.  ASCELICHTHVS,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert. 

Ascelichthys,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  264  (rhodorus). 

Body  plump,  fusiform,  tapering  backward,  covered  with  loose  smooth 
skin;  head  broad,  depressed,  its  upper  surface  evenly  and  weakly  convex; 
a hooked  preoxiercular  spine ; no  nasal  spines ; a supraorbital  cirrus ; teeth 
on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  no  slit  behind  fourth  gill ; gill  membranes 
broadly  united,  free  from  the  isthmus;  sjiinous  dorsal  low;  the  spines 
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slender,  almost  concealed  in  the  membrane ; pectorals  broad ; ventral  lins 
wanting.  Small  hshes  of  the  rock  pools  of  the  North  Pacific,  (d-,  priva- 
tive; OniXoi,  leg;  fish.) 

2394.  ASCELICHTHYS  RHODORUS,  Jordan  & Gilbert. 

Head  3 ; depth  5.  D.  IX,  19 ; A.  15 ; P.  16.  Head  low,  rounded  anteriorly ; 
maxillary  reaching  to  posterior  border  of  eye.  No  scales,  prickles,  or  bar- 
bels anywhere,  except  a fringed  cirrus  over  the  eye ; preopercle  with  a 
short,  simple,  strongly  hooked  spine ; spines  directed  downward  and  for- 
ward on  subopercle  and  iuteropercle ; lateral  line  continuous.  Dorsal  tins 
connected  by  membrane,  the  spines  low,  weak,  nearly  uniform ; soft  dor- 
sal nearly  twice  as  high  as  spinous;  pectorals  about  reaching  vent.  Dark 
olivaceous,  sometimes  with  saddle-like  pale  blotches;  lips  rosy;  spinous 
dorsal  dusky,  edged  in  life  with  bright  crimson ; other  fins  dusky,  edged 
with  paler,  the  pectoral  slightly  barred.  Length  15  inches.  Pacific  Coast, 
Sitka  to  Cape  Mendocino ; very  abundant  among  rocks  between  tide  marks 
at  Neah  Bay,  the  only  locality  where  numbers  of  specimens  have  been 
found,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  Coitidce.  (podov,  rose;  opo<;, 
margin.) 

Ascelichthys  rhodorus,  Jokdan  cfc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  264,  Waadda  Island, 
Neah  Bay,  near  Cape  Flattery  (Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert) ; 'Jordan  & St  ARKS,  Proc. 
Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 811,  pi.  84. 

756.  PSYCHROLUTES,  Gunther. 

(Spineless  Sc ul pins.) 

Psychroliites,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  516, 1861  (paradoxus). 

Body  tadpole-shaped,  tapering  from  the  head  to  the  very  slender  tail, 
covered  with  very  loose,  naked,  movable  skin.  Head  large,  dejiressed, 
riattish  above;  snout  obtuse,  rounded;  interocular  space  very  broad,  the 
ocular  ridges  obsolete;  moutli  very  large;  mandible  short,  little  cavern- 
ous, its  forms  broadly  U-shaped;  maxillary  entirely  adnate  to  the  skin  of 
the  jireorbital;  jaws  with  bands  of  villiform  teeth;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or 
palatines;  no  spines  or  cirri  about  the  head;  suborbital  stay  narrow. 
Gill  membranes  united  to  the  isthmus;  gills  3^,  no  slit  behind  the  fourth. 
Branchiostegals  7.  Fins  connected;  spinous  dorsal  of  short,  slender, 
riexible  spines  entirely  embedded  in  the  skin  and  not  visible  without  dis- 
section as  the  spines  do  not  rise  above  level  of  the  muscles;  soft  dorsal 
short,  high,  the  rays  close  together,  the  total  number  12  to  24;  anal  low, 
of  9 rays;  caudal  separate;  pectoral  fins  long,  with  a broad,  procurrent 
])ase.  Veutrals  I,  3,  close  together,  distinct,  the  inner  edge  adnate  to 
the  body.  Small  fishes,  very  closely  allied  to  Cottunculus  and  Malacocottus 
on  the  one  hand  and  to  the  Liparididoo  on  the  other,  their  characters, 
like  those  of  the  latter  family,  arising  from  degeneration  of  the  Cottidcv. 
The  extension  of  the  lax  skin  over  the  spinous  dorsal  and  the  bones  of 
the  head  afford  the  only  tangible  diagnostic  character  of  the  subfamily 
3030 50 
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PsyclirohiiiiKK.  From  tlie  Lijmrididce,  tlieir  separate  ventrals  distinguish 
them  sufficiently.  Small  shore  fishes  of  the  North  Pacifie ; only  a single 
species  known.  {'ifjvxpoXovT7]<;,  one  who  bathes  in  cold  water.) 

2395.  P8YCHROLUTES  PARADOXUS,  Giinther. 

Head  3|;  depth  4A,  equal  to  head  without  snout.  D.  IX,  15  to  17,  only 
12  rays  seen  without  dissection;  A.  12  or  13;  V.  I,  3;  branchiostegals  7. 
Head  large,  very  broad,  tapering  suddenly  to  caudal  peduncle.  Eye  4^  in 
head,  a little  shorter  than  snout,  a little  less  than  width  of  interorbital 
space.  Maxillary  extending  to  below  middle  of  eye.  luterocular  space 
flat,  not  concave;  jaws  equal,  the  lower  '"^-shaped,  its  arch  not  narrowed 
behind.  Pectoral  reaching  to  slightly  above  origin  of  anal,  2|  in  body; 
ventrals  very  small,  4 length  head.  Vent  about  midway  between  ventral 
and  anal  origin,  the  second  dorsal  beginning  nearly  over  tip  of  pectoral; 
first  dorsal  entirely  buried  in  the  skin,  its  short,  stiffish  spines  to  be  found 
only  by  dissection.  Color  light  chocolate  brown  above,  Avith  minute  spots 
of  dark;  whitish  below;  a pale  stripe  from  eye  downward  and  forward, 
between  2 dark  ones;  body  Avith  3 very  irregular  dark  cross  bands, 
the  third  extending  on  dorsal  and  anal,  the  first  2 largely  confluent  and 
all  very  irregular  in  form;  an  obliqne  dark  band  on  base  of  caudal,  a 
narrow  dark  band  behind  it ; pectoral  with  2 or  3 cross  bands;  all  fins, 
except  the  A^entral,  with  traces  of  bands.  Length  24  inches.  A speci- 
men, 50  ram  long,  taken  by  the  Albatross  oft'  St.  Paul  Island,  Bering  Sea, 
in  1896,  shows  the  following  characters : Head  2|;  depth  3.  D.  IX,  15;  A. 
13;  P.  19;  eye  4 in  head;  Avidth  of  mouth,  from  angle  to  angle,  I4;  snout 
34;  interorbital  31.  Body  short,  broad,  thick,  tadpole  shape,  the  texture 
soft  like  that  of  a Liparid,  especially  about  the  head;  the  skin  is  limp 
and  smooth,  coA'ered  Avith  little  soft  dermal  warts,  that  of  head  especially 
lax,  the  cheeks  tumid  and  translucent.  No  trace  of  spines  on  head,  the 
bones  all  thin  and  Aveak;  nostrils  each  in  a short  tube;  month  broad, 
its  cleft  chiefly  anterior,  the  jaws  equal ; teeth  A'ery  minute,  none  on  vomer 
or  palatines;  lower  jaw  with  8 large  oj)en  pores.  Gill  membranes 
broadly  united  to  the  isthmus,  the  gill  opening  extending  to  slightly 
below  base  of  jAectoral.  Lateral  line  obsolete.  Dorsals  united,  with  a 
slight  notch  between,  the  first  buried  in  a ridge  of  skin  so  that  its  deli- 
cate spines  can  not  be  counted  from  without;  second  dorsal  low,  similar 
to  anal,  both  of  them  free  from  the  caudal;  loAver  pectoral  rays  jiro- 
gressiA-ely  shortened,  the  longest  14  m head;  ventrals  moderate,  I,  3, 
reaching  vent,  24  in  head;  caudal  rounded.  Color  creamy  white,  with 
blackish  cross  bands,  irregular  in  form  and  broken  by  whitish  jDatches; 
5 black  spots  on  lower  jaw;  top  of  head  blackish;  a narrow  blotch  at 
shoulder;  a wider  one  across  first  dorsal;  a broad  one  on  second  dorsal 
abruptly  broadened  on  body,  then  narrowed,  extending  across  anal;  an 
irregular  bar  at  base  of  caudal;  a narrow  bar  and  some  spots  and  streaks 
on  the  fin;  pectoral  with  2 curved  bars,  the  inner  concave,  the  outer 
convex  backward,  the  two  inclosing  a rounded  pinkish  or  deep  orange 
area.  Alaska  to  Puget  Sound,  rather  common  in  Avater  of  moderate  depth ; 
a remarkable  little  fish,  evidently  a degraded  Cottoid.  Here  described 
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from  specimens  from  Unalaska.  This  species  is  taken  abundantly  in  shal- 
low water  about  Kadiak  south  of  the  Alaskan  Peninsula,  thence  w(‘8tward 
through  Unimak  Pass,  along  the  northern  shore  of  Unalaska  Island  to  the 
Kuril  Islands,  and  the  Prihilof  Islands  and  in  Bristol  Bay.  The  depths 
range  from  38  to  121  fathoms.  {7tapddoqo<;,  unaccountable.) 

Psychrolutes paradoxus,*  Gunther,  Cat.,  in,  516, 1861,  G-ulf  of  Georgia,  Vancouver  Island 
(Coll.  H.  M.  S.  Jordan  & Gilbert  Synopsis,  687,  1883. 

i'sj/c/troiM<es  zc&m.  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890, 43,  Aleutian  Islands,  between  Unga 
and  Nagai  Islands,  at  Albatross  Station  2848,55°  10'  N.,  160°  18'  W.,  in  no  fathoms; 
Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal,  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  811,  pi.  85;  Gilbert,  llept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm. 
1893  (1896), 410. 


757.  GILBERTINA,  Jordan  & Starks. 


Gilhertina,  Jordan  Sc,  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  810  (siyolutes). 

This  genus  differs  from  Psychrolutes  chielly  in  the  long  continuous  dorsal 
and  anal,  the  former  having  24  rays,  the  latter  14.  Anterior  rays  of  spi- 
nous dorsal  not  bound  down  by  skin  of  the  body,  the  lirst  apparent  ray 
being  nearly  above  gill  opening.  Skull  extremely  soft  and  cavernous,  the 
long  oblipue  lower  jaw  especially  so.  (Named  for  Dr.  Charles  Henry  Gil- 
bert, ‘‘who  has  contributed  more  than  anyone  else  to  our  knowledge  of 
the  hshes  of  the  North  Pacific.^’) 


* The  following  is  the  original  description  of  Psychrohites  paradoxus,  Giinther: 

“ Branchiostegals  7 ; D.  9 ; A.  9 ; C.  12 ; V.  2.  Head  large,  not  quite  so  high  as  broad,  its 
length  being  f of  the  total.  The  snout  is  obtu.se,  although  considerably  longer  than  the  eye, 
rounded,  with  the  upper  i)roHle  steeper  than  the  lower.  The  cleft  of  ithe  mouth  is  obliriue, 
of  moderate  width  Avitb  the  jaws  equal  anteriorly;  a narraw  baud  of  minute  teeth  in  tlie 
jaws;  the  palate  appears  to  be  smooth.  The  maxillary,  Avhicb  is  widened  at  its  posterior 
extremity,  extends  to  below  the  middle  of  the  eye.  f'lie  nostril  is  situated  very  near  to 
tbe  extremity  of  tbe  snout,  and  provided  with  a very  short  tentacle.  The  eye  is  imme- 
diately below  the  upper  profile;  its  diameter  is  abouth  of  the  length  of  the  head,  \ of  that 
of  the  snout,  and  nearly  ^ of  the  Avidth  of  the  interorbital  space.  The  infraorbital  emits 
a slender  jirocess  across  the  cheek,  Avhich,  lioweA  er,  does  not  reach  to  the  preopercular 
margin.  None  of  the  opercles  are  armed;  the  operculum  alone  is  produced  into  a flexible 
abort  posterior  i)rocess;  the  gill  opeming  commences  above  that  process,  and  is  not  contin- 
uous with  that  of  the  other  side,  the  gill  membranes  being  attached  to  the  isthmus.  The 
branchiostegals  are  exceedingly  slender,  7 in  number.  The  body  is  subcyliiidrical  ante- 
riorly and  com))reased  posteriorly;  its  greatest  depth,  behind  the  head,  is  ^ of  the  total 
length ; the  skm  is  perfectly  smooth  and  rather  loo.se.  The  pectoral  is  pointed,  the  upper 
rays  being  the  longest  and  extending  nearly  to  the  dorsal ; the  A’entrals  rather  short,  close 
together,  situated  beloAvthe  middle  of  the  base  of  the  pectoral,  and  composed  of  2 rays, 
the  inner  of  Avhich  is  bifid.  Dorsal  and  anal  tins  opposite  each  other,  situated  far  back- 
ward on  the  tail,  terminating  at  some  distance  from  the  caudal,  and  nearly  entirely  en- 
A'eloped  in  skin.  (Jaudal  slightly  rounded,  of  moderate  length.  The  A'ent  is  situated 
about  midway  between  tbe  root  of  the  A’entral  and  the  origin  of  the  an;il.  The  upper 
parts  are  broAvnish  gray,  minutely  dotted  Avith  black,  and  Avitb  2 A^ery  large  deep  broAvn 
blotches  of  irregular  size.  The  caudal  and  pectoral  fins  are  dotted  and  spotted  Avith  black. 

Lines. 


Total  length 21 

Length  of  head 6 

Heighth  of  the  body 4 


“ This  fish  resembles  in  its  general  habit  someAvhat  the  genius  iiparis.  Gulf  of 
Georgia  (Vancouver  Island),  Amy  age  of  H.  M.  S.  Plumper.” 

Dr.  Boulenger  says,  October  24,  1895:  “1  have  examined  the  type  of  Psychrolutes  para- 
doxus. 1 count  12  soft  rays,  the  anterior  embedded  in  the  thick  skin,  so  that  Dr.  Giinther’s 
statement  is  to  be  accounted  for.  But  there  are  no  spines.”  Later  Dr.  Boulenger  writes 
us  that  he  has  compared  Dr.  Gunther’s  type  Avith  the  figure  of  published 

by  Jordan  Sc,  Starks,  and  finds  that  it  agrees  fully  Avith  the  latter.  There  is,  therefore, 
little  doubt  that  the  species  zebra  is  identical  with  paradoxus. 
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2396.  GILBERTIXA  SIGOLUTES,  Jordan  <fc  Starks. 

Head  3;  depth  4.  D.  VIII,  18;  A.  14;  eye  4|  iu  head;  interorbital 
2|;  maxillary  2^;  A^entrals  2;  pectorals  1;  caiidal  2^;  base  of  dorsal  If 
iu  length  of  body;  base  of  anal  3.  Body  rather  slender,  robust  anteri- 
orly, compressed  posteriorly,  the  greatest  breadth  and  depth  at  shoulders. 
Head  large,  the  nape  slightly  produced ; mouth  large  and  broadly  rounded, 
oblique,  the  jaws  about  equal,  maxillary  extending  to  posterior  margin 
of  eye,  its  end  buried  under  the  skin  of  the  cheek ; eyes  placed  high,  the 
iuterorbital  s^^ace  very  wide  and  slightly  convex,  its  width  about  If  times 
that  of  the  eye;  the  posterior  end  of  mandible  very  prominent,  mandible 
fl-shaped,  its  rami  approaching  each  other  posteriorly;  bones  of  head 
cavernous,  largely  made  up  of  cartilage,  the  mandible  especially  so;  an- 
terior end  of  preorbital  forming  a blunt  spine  over  mouth;  process  of 
luemaxillary  prominent;  a couple  of  blunt  projections  behind  each  eye; 
upper  part  of  shoulder  girdle  projecting,  forming  a blunt  spine  on  nape 
above  gill  slit,  a row  of  large  pores  around  suborbital  ring,  and  along 
under  part  of  mandible  no  opercular  spines.  Head  and  body  covered 
with  a very  loose,  naked,  movable  skin.  Dorsal  tin  continuous,  no  notch 
between  spines  and  soft  rays,  the  spines  very  slender,  the  first  one  inserted 
ovei  end  of  opercular  flap;  dorsal  spines  covered  by  skin,  but  even  the 
first  visible  without  dissection  as  they  rise  above  the  general  integument 
of  body,  the  last  reaching  to  base  of  caudal  fin;  anal  lower  than  dorsal, 
its  origin  midway  lietween  base  of  caudal  fin  and  posterior  margin  of 
eye,  ending  at  about  the  same  vertical  that  dorsal  does,  but  not  reaching 
so  far;  pectorals  long  and  slender,  reaching  past  front  of  anal  and  over 
halfway  between  their  bases  and  base  of  caudal  fin,  adnate  to  the 
body  for  the  anterior  third  or  fourth  of  their  length;  ventrals  long,  not 
quite  reaching  to  vent,  adnate  to  the  body  for  f their  length;  caudal 
fin  rounded.  Color,  light  olivaceous ; body  and  head  with  innumerable 
dark  points,  giving  the  fish  a dusky  appearance;  large  dark  blotch  across 
body  at  the  posterior  ends  of  dorsal  and  anal,  a similar  spot  under  pec- 
toral; head  uniform  dusky,  lighter  below ; belly  white;  middle  of  pectoral 
dark ; dorsals  dark  ; lower  fins  white.  Puget  Sound ; known  from  a single 
small  specimen  1^  inches  in  length.  {6iyi],  quiet;  XoVTrj<i,  bather.) 

Gilbertina  sigolutes,*  Jordan  <fc  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  811,  pi.  86,  Point  Orchard, 
near  Seattle.  (Type,  Xo.  3129,  L.  S.  Jr.  TJniv.  Mus.  Coll.  Edwin  C.  Starks.) 

Note. — Remotely  allied  to  the  Cottidee  is  the  Old  World  family  Platyccphnlidoe,  charac- 
terized by  the  greatly  depressed  head  and  hod3^.  Its  principal  genus  is  characterized  as 
follows : 

PLATYCEPHALUS,  Bloch  & Schneider. 

Platycephalus,  Bloch  <fc  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  58,  1801  (scaber). 

Head  broad,  very  depressed,  more  or  less  armed  with  spines;  body  depressed  anteriorly, 
suhcjTindrical  posteriorly,  covered  with  ctenoid  scales.  Lateral  line  present.  Two  dor- 
sal fins,  the  first  spine  isolated  from  the  others.  Ventrals  thoracic,  hut  rather  remote 
irom  the  root  of  the  pectorals;  no  pectoral  appendages.  Jaws,  vomer,  and  palatine  hones 
with  hands  of  villiform  teeth.  Air  bladder  none;  jiyloric  appendages  in  moderate  num- 
bers. Poljmesia  and  the  Australian  seas,  through  all  the  Indian  seas  to  the  eastern  coast 
of  Africa.  (Giinther.)  Two  species  of  this  genus  have  been  described  from  American 
waters,  in  both  cases  apparently  bj’  error,  as  no  American  ichthy  ologist  has  found  aiij’^ 
specimens  of  either.  (TrAarvs,  broad;  Ke<f)a\y,  head.) 

* Misprinted  sigalutes  in  the  orignal  description. 
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The  following  are  the  species  in  question : 

Plafi/ccphalus  americaniis,  Sauvage,  Nouv.  Archiv.  Mus.,  148,  pi.  14,  fig.  3,  1878,  Potomac 
River. 

This  specimen,  of  course,  never  came  from  the  Potomac  River.  The  following  is  the 
substance  of  Sauvage’s  description : Head  nearh’  3^ ; width  of  liead  nearly  2 in  its  lengtli. 
No  spines  at  end  of  snout;  a strong  spine  before  eye;  rim  of  orbit  armed  with  spines 
directed  backward,  those  in  front  smaller;  ridges  of  vertex  sliglitly  prominent,  with  few 
spines;  cheek  with  4 or  5 strong  .spines;  edge  of  o])ercle  soft;  preopercle  with  2 spine.s, 
the  upper  a little  the  longer,  about  half  space  between  it  and  eye;  maxillary  reaching  mid- 
dle of  eye;  snout  2 in  eye;  lateral  line  .spiny  throughout  its  whole  length  ; second  dorsal 
spine  shorter  than  third,  as  long  as  maxillary.  Ventrals  in.serted  far  from  anal;  pectoral 
a little  shorter  than  snout  and  eye.  Body  reddish,  deep  red  at  caudal  peduncle;  second 
dorsal  and  anal  with  2 oblique  bands  of  yellowish ; pectoral  with  similar  band. 
Platycephalus  angustus,  Steindachner,  Sitzgber.  Akad.  Wiss.  AYien  1866, 213,  taf.  1,  fig.  4, 
Surinam. 

This  specimen  may  not  have  come  from  Surinam.  The  following  is  the  substance  of 
Steindachner’s  description:  Head  3^;  breadth  of  head  11  in  its  length.  I).  I- VIII,  13; 
A.  13;  scales  108.  Eye  7,  .somewhat  greater  than  breadth  of  forehead.  Caudal  with  3 
deep,  blackish-brown,  lengthwise  stripes;  body  with  small  spots  and  some  larger  light- 
brown  spots;  3 brown  cross  bands  on  posterior  half  of  body.  Numerous  little  raised 
ridges  on  preorbital  rim,  and  a short  spine;  no  tentacles:  2 spines  on  preopercle,  the 
lower  I eye.  Greatest  height  of  first  dorsal  ^ of  second  or  of  head.  Caudal  rounded. 

Family  CLXXX.  RHAMPHOCOTTID.E. 

Body  short,  elevated.  Hoad  very  large,  its  greatest  depth  greater  than 
that  of  the  body ; skull  with  2 strong  bony  ridges  from  above  the  front  of 
the  eye,  continuous  with  2 large  occipital  ridge.s,  leaving  the  interorbital 
.space  and  middle  liiui  of  the  top  of  the  head  strongly  concave;  .snout 
slender,  narrow,  and  abruptly  protruding;  mouth  very  narrow,  fl-.shaped, 
its  gape  longer  than  wide;  teeth  villiform,  none  on  the  vomer  or  pala- 
tines; gill  opening  (*onfined  to  the  region  above  the  base  of  the  pectorals, 
the  membranes  below  completely  united  to  the  shoulder  girdle  and  isth- 
mus; apparently  no  slit  behind  last  gill;  a stout,  straight,  in’eopercular 
spine;  nasal  spines  present;  no  other  spines  on  head.  Skin  everywhere 
on  head  and  body  firm,  immovable,  densely  covered  with  stiff,  bifid  or 
trifid  spinous  prickles;  spinous  dorsal  very  small;  pectoral  with  pro- 
current base.  North  Pacific;  a single  species  known ; a small  shore  fish. 
The  following  account  of  the  skeleton  of  Rliampho coitus  is  given  by  Air. 
Starks:  The  posterior  end  of  the  prominent  ridge,  which  runs  backward 
from  the  su])erior  orbital  rim  on  each  side,  is  formed  by  the  epiotic  pro- 
cess. It  ends  in  the  form  of  a long  ‘^occipital  spiue;^’  almost  directly 
under  it  is  the  short  parotic  process.  The  post-temporal  is  short,  wide,  and 
flat;  its  upper  end  is  attached  to  the  inner  side  of  the  ejiiotic  spine,  and 
for  the  whole  length  of  its  anterior  edge,  to  the  sknll  between  the  epiotic 
and  parotic  processes.  From  its  lower  inner  surface  it  sends  a wide,  thin 
bone,  whicli  is  firmly  fastened  to  the  base  of  the  skull.  It  bears  a back- 
ward projecting  spine  on  its  lower  end,  inside  of  which  the  supraclavicle 
is  attached.  Actinosts  large,  wide  and  thin,  without  an  opening  between 
them.  Sujiopercle  absent;  preopercle  large,  sending  a spine  backward; 
opercle  triangular  on  its  lower  inner  angle;  the  iuteropercle  is  developed 
and  strongly  coossified  with  it;  it  sends  a slender  process  forward  under 
the  preopercle;  a projection  downward  from  the  po.sterior  end  of  the 
articular;  suborbital  wide,  thin,  and  concavo-convex,  its  convex  surface 
outward.  Skull  without  ba.sal  chamber;  vertebne  10-|-14. 
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758.  RHAMPHOCOTTUS,  Gimther. 

Tthamphocottvs,  Giintber,  Ann.  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.,  xiv,  1874, 370  (richardsoni) . 

Characters  of  the  genus  included  above.  (pa/t0o?,  snout;  Cottns.) 

2397.  RHAMPHOCOTTUS  RICHARDSOM,  Giintber. 

Head  2;  depth  2.  D.  YII,  13;  A.  6;  P.  14;  orbit  6 in  head;  maxillary 
4;  snout  3;  highest  dorsal  spine  64;  dorsal  raj’ 4;  anal  ray  4;  pectoral  2^  ; 
ventral  2;  caudal  3;  vertebrjc  10  + 14=24,  Body  short,  compressed,  the 
back  elevated,  its  greatest  depth  just  in  front  of  spinous  dorsal.  Head 
large,  as  long  as  rest  of  body;  snout  long  and  narrow;  month  U-shaped, 
its  gape  longer  than  wide ; lips  thick,  their  surface  broken  up  into  papilla^ ; 
maxillary  reaching  the  nasal  spine;  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  in  villi- 
form  bands  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  palatines;  eye  placed  high,  its 
diameter  contained  twice  in  the  snout,  14  in  the  iuterorbital;  a branched 
dermal  llap,  as  long  as  pupil,  at  tip  of  snout;  head  with  2 large  bony 
ridges  above,  continuous  with  the  orbital  rim  and  ending  in  strong  blunt 
spines  at  occiput;  head  deeply  concave  between  these  ridges;  nasal  spine 
sharp  and  recurved;  a pair  of  strong  spines  over  the  eyes;  a sharp  spine 
just  above  opercle,  a blunt  one  on  opercle  below  flap,  and  a long  sharp  one 
at  angle  of  preopercle,  a low  bouj’  ridge  leading  to  each  of  these  spines;  a 
long  sharp  spine  on  clavicle  just  behind  gill  opening;  a blunt  bonj’  knob 
at  posterior  end  of  mandibles;  gill  openings  extending  upward  from 
upper  pectoral  ray,  their  length  equal  to  snout.  Entire  head  and  body 
covered  with  multipointed  spines,  those  on  head  much  smaller  than  the 
ones  on  sides,  a few  simple  spines  along  cephalic  ridges;  the  first  dorsal 
spine  covered  with  spines,  and  each  dorsal  ray  with  a row  on  its  side;  a 
few  spines  on  the  base  of  the  pectoral  and  anal  rays.  Dorsal  spines  very 
weak,  fitting  in  a groove  in  back;  soft  dorsal  higher  than  spinous,  the  tips 
of  the  rays  reaching  base  of  caudal  fin;  anal  short,  few-rayed,  reaching 
slightly  beyond  soft  dorsal ; pectorals  pointed,  their  lower  rays  entirely 
free,  reaching  about  to  base  of  third  anal  ray;  ventrals  reaching  to  ends 
of  pectorals,  their  origin  behind  lower  part  of  pectoral  base  a distance 
equal  to  length  of  snout;  caudal  rounded  behind.  Body  creamy  yellow, 
with  conspicuous  irregular  dark  stripes,  edged  with  black,  running 
obliquelj^  across  the  bodj’;  similar  stripes  radiating  from  eye  in  all 
directions,  1 to  end  of  snout,  a triangular  1 downward,  1 running 
backward  and  downward  to  middle  of  preopercle,  then  turning  upward 
aud  ruuning  nearlj"  to  occipital  spine,  2 or  3 short  ones  above,  each  of 
these  involving  the  membrane  of  eye;  2 or  3 black-bordered  dark  spots 
on  edge  of  opercle;  a light  yellow  streak  surrounded  by  black  across 
caudal  peduncle,  behind  which  all  is  bright  cherry  red  to  the  end  of  cau- 
dal fin ; 2 similar  spots  on  base  of  pectoral ; top  of  head  crossed  \vith  wavj’ 
black-edged  dark  bars;  top  of  lower  jaw  black,  a, line  of  black  spots  run- 
ning along  under  parts  of  mandible;  fins  all  bright  red,  each  ray  of  dorsal 
with  a sharp  black  spot  at  its  base,  a few  spots  on  dorsal  spines;  anal, 
pectorals,  and  ventrals  dark  at  base.  Here  described  from  a specimen  3 
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inches  in  length,  collected  in  a rock  pool  on  Channel  Rocks,  near  Point 
Orchard,  Pnget  Sound,  hy  Miss  Adella  M.  Parker,  of  Seattle.  North 
Pacific,  from  Sitka  to  ^lonterey;  scarce,  hut  not  infrequent  in  Pnget 
Sound,  at  about  2 to  10  fathoms;  a most  singular  fish.  (Named  for  John 
Richardson,  naturalist  and  explorer.) 

Ithamphocottus  richardsoni,  Gunther,  Ann.  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.,  xiv,  1874,  370,  Fort  Rupert, 
Vancouver  Island,  British  America;  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  252;  Jordan 
& Gilbert,  Synopsis,  722,  1883 ; Jordan  A Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  813,  pi.  87. 

Family  CLXXXI.  AGONID^.* 

(The  Sea  Poachers.) 

Body  angular,  commonly  8-angled,  the  caudal  peduncle  6-angled,  cov- 
ered with  8 to  12  longitudinal  rows  of  imbricated,  radially  striated  plates, 
the  anterior  edge  of  each  plate  overlying  the  posterior  edge  of  the  plate 
next  in  front  of  it;  plates  spinous  or  not.  Teeth  small,  even,  in  villiform 
bands  on  jaws,  and  in  most  species  on  vomer  and  palatines,  sometimes 
wholly  obsolete;  gills  31,  no  slit  behind  the  last;  pseudobrauchite  large, 
extending  down  the  inner  side  of  opercle;  gill  rakers  small;  gill  mem- 
l)ranes  united,  free,  or  joined  to  isthmus;  ventral  fins  thoracic,  narrow, 
their  rays  I,  2;  vent  usually  close  behind  ventrals;  spinous  dorsal  large, 
small,  or  absent;  anal  without  spines;  caudal  rounded,  about  3 times  as 
long  as  wide  at  base,  with  10  to  12  long  rays ; base  of  pectorals  usually 
broad,  the  lower  rays  sometimes  produced;  all  rays  of  all  fins  simple; 
branchiostegal  rays  6;  myodome  (tube  of  recti  muscles)  with  membra- 
naceous roof;  basisphenoid  absent;  post-temporal  not  bifurcate,  continu- 
ously articulated  with  epiotic  and  pterotic ; pyloric  ciecafew,  about  4 to  7; 
vertebra*  numerous,  35  to  50.  Fishes  of  the  cold  seas,  living  among  rocks 
or  kelp,  most  of  them  of  small  size  and  fantastic  form,  not  valuable  as 
food.  Genera  20;  si)ecies  about  40.  The  species  are  extremely  varied,  and 
must  be  placed  in  very  many  genera,  or  else  reduced  to  a single  one  in  each 
sub-family.  The  plates  vary  somewhat  in  number  in  all  parts  of  the  body 
in  most  if  not  all  of  the  species,  although  not  to  the  same  extent  in  all  the 
genera.  Even  the  pattern  on  the  breast,  which  is  definite  for  the  species 
of  all  the  genera  except  nippocephahis,  varies  in  the  different  individuals 
of  the  same  species,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  even  where  no  variations 
are  indicated  by  the  numbers  given  in  the  following  descriptions  they 
would  be  found  by  comparing  large  numbers  of  individuals.  The  plates 
in  the  dorsal  series  vary  from  1 to  3 in  number  in  most  species;  they  cor- 
respond closely  with  the  number  of  vertebra*,  there  being  usually  1 or  2 
fewer  of  the  former  than  of  the  latter.  It  seems  probable  that  the  vertebrie 
vary  a little  in  numlier  within  the  species,  and  the  rings  of  plates  cor- 
respond in  number  with  them  at  least  throughout  most  of  the  length  of 
the  body.  There  is  no  definite  proof,  though  the  balance  of  evidence 
seems  to  indicate,  that  the  superior  lateral  series  of  plates  in  Aspidopho- 
roides,  bearing  the  lateral  line,  corresponds  with  the  median  lateral  series 


* The  account  of  the  Agonidm  i.s  contributed  by  Mr.  Frank  Cramer,  a graduate  student 
in  Lolaud  Stanford  Jr.  University,  some  additions  having  been  made  by  Jordan  & 
Evermann. 
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of  plates  of  Agonus,  etc.  lu  the  following  descriptions  of  species,  when 
the  diameter  of  the  eye  is  not  specified,  the  longitudinal  diameter  is  meant. 
The  rays  of  the  fins  arise  regularly  in  the  intervals  between  the  successive 
pairs  of  plates  alternating  with  them,  and  the  membrane  behind  the  last 
spine  of  the  first  dorsal  fin  ends  at  variable  distances  from  the  base  of  the 
spine ; hence  in  giving  the  number  of  plates  between  the  dorsals,  the  num- 
ber between  the  last  spine  and  the  first  ray  is  meant,  unless  otherwise 
stated.  ^^Length  of  body,’'  as  the  standard  of  measurement,  means  the 
leugth  from  tip  of  premaxillary  to  base  of  caudal,  unless  total  length” 
is  mentioned.  The  rostral  spines,  whether  1 or  2 pairs,  belong  to  the  nasal 
bones,  and  are  properly  nasal  spines”  in  the  species  in  which  there  is  no 
free  terminal  plate.  The  latter,  with  its  spines,  may  be  the  freed  anterior 
part  of  the  nasal  bones.  The  hypural  bone  is  included  in  the  number  of 
vertebrae,  and  these  were  counted  in  nearly  all  cases  in  only  1 individual. 
The  young  of  several  species  have  been  described,  some  of  them  in  detail, 
and  so  far  as  known  they  all  differ  from  the  adults  in  the  same  way.  The 
spines  and  ridges  are  more  prominent;  the  body  is  relatively  shorter,  its 
anterior  end  abruptly  broader,  forming  with  the  head  a more  or  less  defi- 
nite rhombic  figure;  the  tail  is  more  compressed;  the  head  is  broader,  the 
snout  more  blunt,  and  the  lower  jaw  relatively  longer;  the  vent  lies  far- 
ther back  from  the  base  of  the  ventral  fins,  and  there  are  usually  pairs  of 
small  plates  between  them;  the  dorsal  and  ventral  series  of  plates  on  the 
tail,  which  are  single  in  the  adults  of  nearly  all  the  species,  are  double  in 
the  young,  or  at  least  have  the  double  row  of  serrations.  Nearly  all  the 
species  are  found  within  the  limits  assigned  to  this  work.  The  few  not  so 
found  are  included,  for  completeness’  sake,  in  footnotes.  (F.  C.) 

«.  Spinous  dorsal  present. 

b.  Gill  membranes  free  from  the  isthmus. 

PERCIDIX.1;: 

c.  Body  compressed;  lower  jaw  not  projecting;  plates  of  body  spinous;  first 
dorsal  at  nape. 

d.  Body  elongate;  dorsals  well  separated. 

e.  Teeth  on  vomer;  no  occipital  spines  or  barbel  on  snout. 

Percis,  759. 

ee.  No  teeth  on  vomer;  snout  with  a long  barbel ; occipital  spines  present. 

Agonomalus,  760. 

dd.  Body  short  and  high;  dorsals  close  together;  vomer  without  teeth; 
occipital  spines  present;  lower  rays  of  pectorals  free. 

HYPSAGOXrS,  761. 

Brachyopsix^  : 

cc.  Body  more  or  less  depressed;  lower  jaw  projecting;  plates  of  body  spinous 
or  not;  first  dorsal  behind  nape. 

/.  Chin  without  terminal  barbel. 

g.  Snout  short  (not  produced  in  form  of  a tube) ; plates  of  body  spinous. 
7i.  Bones  of  snout  short,  not  forming  a tubular  nose. 

i.  Vomer  and  palatines  without  teeth ; breast  simply  prickly. 

Stellerixa,  762. 

n.  Vomer  and  palatines  with  some  teeth;  breast  with  large 
plates.  OCCA,  763. 

hh.  Bones  of  snout  produced  into  a long  tube  which  bears  the  short 
jaws  at  the  end ; body  rather  robust,  the  plates  with  .spines. 

Brachyopsis,  764. 
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ff.  A long  barbel  at  tip  of  cbin;  snout  long  (produced  into  form  of  a tube, 
as  in  Syngnathidce) body  subterete,  very  slender,  its  plates  not 
spinous.  Pallasina,  765. 

Agonin^  : 

bb.  Gill  membranes  joined  to  isthmus,  witb  or  without  a narrow  free  fold  behind. 

j.  Tip  of  snout  without  free  median  plate  or  spine;  mouth  inferior,  lower  jaw 
short. 

k.  Vomer  without  teeth. 

I.  Lower  side  of  snout  with  no  barbels ; one  pair  of  spines  on  tip  of 

snout.  Leptagonus,  766. 

II.  Lower  side  of  snout  with  barbels. 

m.  Gill  membranes  without  barbels ; a pair  of  complex  barbels 
under  tip  of  snout ; 1 pair  horizontal  and  1 pair  recurved 
spines  at  tij)  of  snout.  Lower  jaw  very  weak;  teeth  feeble, 
sometimes  wanting ; plates  of  body  mostly  with  spines. 

PODOTHECUS,  767. 

mm.  Gill  membranes  with  scattered  barbels. 

n.  Plates  of  body  without  prominent  spines ; no  preocular 
spines.  Agonus,  768. 

nn.  Plates  of  body  largely  spinous;  a pair  of  preocular 
spines.  Stelgis,  769. 

kk.  Vomer  and,  often,  palatines  with  teeth. 

0.  Dorsal  fins  rather  long,  the  rays  shortened  behind,  the  last  one 
attached  by  membrane  to  the  body ; no  large  life-like  spine  above 
eye. 

p.  Plates  on  body  largely  spinous ; gill  membranes  with  cirri,  1 
or  more  on  each  branchiostegal ; teeth  on  palatines ; lower 
jaw  .short  beneath  the  long  suout.*  Averruxcus,  770. 
pp.  Plates  on  body  largely  unarmed;  ho  teeth  on  palatines;  gill 
membranes  without  cirri.  Sarritor,  771. 

00.  Dorsal  fins  rather  short,  the  raj's  scarcely  shortened  behind,  the 
last  one  not  adnate  by  membrane  behind ; a large  knife-like  spine 
over  each  eye ; plates  on  body  largely  spinous ; no  cirri  on  gill 
membranes.  Xystes,  772. 

jj.  Tip  of  snout  with  a free  terminal  plate  or  spine;  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and 
palatines. 

q.  Occiput  without  distinct  pit;  2 pairs  of  occipital  spines;  dorsal  and  anal 
well  developed. 

r.  Lower  jaw  strongl}'  projecting;  lower  pectoral  rays  not  much  pro- 
duced; terminal  rostral  plate  with  3 spines.  Bathyagonus,  773. 
rr.  Lower  jaw  not  projecting;  lower  rays  of  pectorals  much  produced 
in  aduits;  anal  fin  short,  of  6 or  8 rays.  Xenochirus,  774. 

qq.  Occiput  with  a deep  pit;  occipital  spines  none,  or  reduced  to  mere 
traces ; dorsal  and  anal  very  short. 

s.  Body  slender,  elongate ; tail  not  compressed.  Odontopyxis,  775- 
ss.  Body  short  and  broad  in  front;  tail  compressed  teeth. 

Bothragonus,  776. 


ASPIDOPHOROIDIN^  : 

aa.  Spinous  dorsal  ab.sent;  body  not  compressed,  its  plates  not  spinous;  mouth  small, 
terminal ; gill  membranes  free  from  the  isthmus.  Aspidophoroides,  777. 


759.  PERCIS.t  Scopoli. 

Percis,  Scopoli,  Int.  Hist.  Nat.,  454,  1777  (japonicus) . 

Hippocephahis,  Swaixson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fishes,  etc.,  li,  272, 1839  {super ciliosus). 


* Jaws  subequal  in  Agonopsis,  a South  American  genus  very  close  to  Averruncus. 
t Dr.  Gill  has  called  our  attention  to  the  identity  of  Percis  with  Hippocephalus. 
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Body  moderately  elongate,  compressed  througliont;  back  elevated  be- 
hind nape ; 2 rows  of  strong,  curved  spines  along  whole  length  of  each 
side  (spines  of  the  other  series  smaller) ; first  dorsal  fin  beginning  behind 
nape;  dorsals  far  apart;  anal  fin  long.  Vent  far  back  from  base  of  ven- 
trais.  Head  narrow  anteriorly,  abruptly  broader  behind ; mouth  terminal ; 
median  rostral  plate  none  ; nasals  united  in  front  of  maxillary  pedicles. 
Interorbital  space  broad,  the  supraocular  ridges  very  prominent,  with 
large,  flat,  triangular  supraocular  spine  or  shelf;  no  occipital  spines. 
T(‘eth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  palatines.  Gill  membranes  united,  free 
from  isthmus.  North  Pacific.  {TCepycU,  a synonym  of  nspuyf,  perch.) 


2398.  PERCIS  JAPONICUS*  (Pallas). 


Ileadli;  Br.6;  D.VI,7;  A.  8;  P.  12;  V.3  (1,2);  C.  2-13-2.  Body  com- 
pressed throughout,  the  shoulder  girdles  prominent;  width  of  body  at 
base  of  pectorals  a little  more  than  greatest  height  and  5 in  body  length. 
Immediately  behind  pectorals  the  width  a little  less  than  greatest  height; 
between  dorsals  and  on  peduncle  it  is  nearly  2,  and  under  second  dorsal  a 
little  more  than  2 in  the  height  at  the  same  points.  Abdomen  moderately 
swollen  in  front  of  vent.  The  back  rises  at  an  angle  of  45°  behind  occi- 
put, slopes  downward  under  first  dorsal,  leaving  a hump  under  its  front 
end,  rises  in  front  of  second  dorsal  and  slopes  downward  again  under  it; 
ventral  outline  nearly  straight;  vent  between  4 and  I distance  from  ven- 
trals  to  anal.  Breast  and  area  between  ventrals  and  vent  almost  com- 
pletely occupied  by  nearly  flat,  radially  striated  plates,  with  slightly 
raised  centers  and  of  variable  size,  with  innumerable,  excessively  minute 
plates  scattered  among  them;  vent  surrounded  by  prickles.  Plates  of 
ventrolateral  series  small,  beginning  as  distinct  rows  of  spinous  plates 
about  opposite  vent,  with  an  imperfect  row  of  smaller  spinous  plates  be- 
tween them  and  the  vent  on  each  side,  and  converging  toward  anal.  They 
pass  along  sides  of  anal,  remain  distinct  to  about  the  eighth  pair  of  plates 
behind  anal,  and  unite  in  a single  median  plate  with  a double  spine;  from 
this  plate  to  caudal  the  rows  are  again  distinct,  the  plates  alternating 
instead  of  standing  opposite  each  other;  the  superior  and  inferior  lateral 
series  begin  as  distinct  rows  of  spinous  plates  about  opposite  middle  of 
first  dorsal,  diverge  to  about  front  of  second  dorsal,  and  converge  toward 
base  of  caudal;  the  plates  elongated  vertically,  their  spines,  rising 
abruptly  from  their  centers,  are  strong,  thick,  blunt,  curved;  about  37 
plates  in  inferior  and  35  in  superior  longitudinal  row;  between  them  lies 

* Diagnosis : Body  moderately  slender,  compressed,  its  width  between  the  dorsals  nearly 
2 in  depth  at  same  place;  2 rows  of  strong  and  2 of  weak  spines  along  each  side  of  body, 
and  a median  lateral  row  of  spineless  i)lates.  Head  4|.  Preoperciilar  spine  large,  subor- 
bital spine  tubercular.  Supraocular  ridge  expanded  into  a triangular  shelf  projecting 
laterally  far  beyond  eye  and  ending  bluntly;  no  occipital  spines.  Back  elevated  behind 
nape.  First  dorsal  short,  beginning  at  nape.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  43  to  45;  between 
dorsals  (from  last  spiue  to  fii-st  ray)  14  jiairs  (9  pairs  between  end  of  membrane  of  first 
dorsal  and  first  ray  of  second  dorsal.  Nasal  si)ines  sharp,  far  apart,  at  tip  of  snout.  No 
median  rostral  phite.  Gill  membranes  united,  free  from  isthmus.  Teeth  in  broad  bands 
on  jaws  and  on  vomer;  none  on  palatines.  Vent  between  ^ and  J distance  from  ventral 
to  anal.  Color  (in  spirits)  “old  ivory,”  with  bx’own  patches  on  sides,  1 under  first  dorsal, 
1 between  dorsals,  1 under  second  dorsal,  2 or  3 on  peduncle.  B.  6;  1 D.  G;  2 D.  7;  A.  8; 
P.12;  A".  3 (1-2);  C.  2-13-2. 
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the  median  lateral  series,  hearing  the  lateral  line,  with  a nearly  continu- 
ous row  of  38  or  39  spineless  plates  from  head  to  caudal  (a  few  of  them 
with  small,  blunt  tubercles)  dorsolateral  series  composed  of  small,  indis- 
tinct plates  from  occiput  to  beyond  middle  of  first  dorsal,  where  they 
become  larger  and  spinous ; plates  of  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  pairs 
behind  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  closely  approximated,  but  not  forming 
single  median  plates;  from  ninth  pair  to  caudal  the  plates  of  the  2 rows 
alternate  as  on  ventral  surface;  plates  in  dorsal  series  43  to  45.  There  are 
.almost  complete  series  of  small  plates,  alternating  with  the  large  ones, 
between  the  dorso  and  superior  lateral  scries,  between  the  superior  and 
medi.an  lateral,  between  the  median  and  inferior  lateral,  and  betw.een  the 
inferior  and  ventro  lateral  series;  this  multiplication  by  intercal.ation  of 
small  pl.ates  is  evident  .all  over  the  body.  There  are  no  large,  but  numer- 
ous minute,  plates  in  front  of  and  on  base  of  pectorals.  Gill  membr.anes 
post(‘riorly  and  medially  with  several  rather  weak  plates  and  many  minute 
plates  and  prickles,  anteriorly  and  laterally  with  a few  small  plates; 
underside  of  lower  jaw  with  many  imperfect  plates  or  strong  prickles; 
weaker  prickles  along  the  branchiostegal  r.ays.  He.ad  depressed  through- 
out, narrow  to  posterior  border  of  orbits,  behind  which  it  widens  rapidly. 
Depth  behind  orbits  I,  .and  over  opercles  of  width  .at  same  points;  orbits 
large,  oval,  4^  in  head,  far  forward ; interorbital  space  a little  concave,  very 
broad;  at  anterior  border  of  orbits  wider  than  the  orbit  itself,  3^  in  head; 
at  posterior  border  of  orbit  2|  in  head.  Supraorbital  ridges  expanded 
into  a Hat,  triangular  shelf  projecting  upward  and  outward  over  eye  and 
ending  bluntly.  Occipital  ridges  heavj’,  low,  spineless,  forming  low  domes 
behind;  space  between  them  concave.  Preorbital  with  about  2 ridges 
radiating  from  the  anterior  inferior  border  of  orbit,  each  ending  in  a short, 
broad,  plate-like  blunt  spine;  supraorbital  with  a broad,  dome-like  tuber- 
cle; preopercle  with  .a  dorsoventrally  compressed  spine;  below  this  3 suc- 
cessively smaller  blunt  spines;  cheek  below  orbit  and  suborbital  with  4 
or  5 fairly  developed  and  m.any  minute  plates;  nasal  spines  far  apart,  ne.ar 
tip  of  snout  sharp,  nearly  upright.  A large  membraneous  nasal  tube;  a 
short,  flap-like  barbel  at  tip  of  each  maxillary;  mucous  pores  of  lower 
jaw  with  flap-like  borders.  Mouth  small,  terminal;  no  median  rostral 
])late;  maxillary  reaching  a little  beyond  front  of  orbit;  angle  of  jaw 
prominent,  tubercular.  Dorsals  far  ap.art  (.about  14  p.airs  of  plates 
between  last  spine  and  lirst  r.ay ; 9 pairs  from  end  of  first  dorsal  mem- 
brane to  first  r.ay),  the  first  a short  distance  behind  occiput,  its  spines 
very  rough  (like  the  rjiys  of  all  the  fins),  with  minute  prickles  or  pl.ates; 
its  leathery  membr.ane  also  rough;  spines  6,  transversely  broad  at  base, 
the  fourth  longest,  2 in  head ; base  of  second  dorsal  about  If  in  that  of 
first  dorsal;  rays  7,  the  third  longest,  about  14  in  head;  distance  between 
dorsals  about  equal  to  b.ase  of  first  dorsal;  anal  beginning  about  3 plates 
ill  front  of  second  dorsal ; r.ays  8,  the  fifth  longest ; the  membr.ane  notched, 
the  dist.al  third  of  the  3 anterior  rays  exserted,  with  a narrow  border  of  mem- 
br.ane; caudal  rounded,  its  base  about  2 in  its  length;  pectorals  close  to 
gill  openings,  41  in  length  of  body,  their  base  about  3 in  their  length,  rays 
a little  exserted ; ventrals  (male)  less  than  2 in  pectorals,  the  inner  ray 
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longer,  8 in  body.  Lateral  line  with  about  11  pores  on  the  anterior  and 
about  9 on  posterior  part  of  body.  Gill  membranes  united,  free  from 
isthmus.  Teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer;  none  on  palatines.  Color,  pale 
brownish  or  yellowish  ( old  ivory”) ; alight-brown  cross  bar  across  the 
back  in  front  of  and  under  first  dorsal,  narrowing  to  upper  end  of  base  of 
pectoral;  another,  of  irregular  outline,  passing  downward  and  forward  to 
posterior  side  of  base  of  pectoral ; a larger  one,  mostly  below  the  superior 
lateral  series,  behind  first  dorsal ; 1 under  second  dorsal,  and  3 on  peduncle, 
the  last  just  in  front  of  base  of  caudal;  dorsal  fins  dusky,  with  small 
darker  patches ; first  dorsal  with  a i)ale  obli<iue  bar  near  its  base;  distal 
half  of  caudal  dark,  its  tip  edged  with  lighter;  posterior  half  of  anal 
dusky ; pectorals  marbled  with  yellowish  and  brown,  the  membrane  of  the 
distal  third  dusky,  with  paler  edge;  ventrals  pale;  4 or  5 brown  spots  on 
nape;  a curved  band  of  brown  connecting  the  posterior  ends  of  the  occip- 
ital ridges,  another  between  the  latter  and  the  temporal  ridges,  and  a 
streak  extending  backward  from  posterior  border  of  orbit;  brown  areas 
on  opercle  and  preopercle.  Length  144  inches.  North  Pacific;  Kuril 
Islands  (Steller),  Gulf  of  Patience,  Island  of  Saghalien  (Tilesius),  Okhotsk 
Sea  (Dr.  Krause);  not  known  from  Japan.  Here  described  from  a sj^eci- 
men  from  Okhotsk  Sea  in  Coll.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  the  only  one  seen  since  the 
time  of  Pallas  and  Tilesius.  {japonicus,  from  Japan,  Japonia,  because, 
according  to  Steller,  it  is  more  common  toward  the  south,  i.  e.,  in  Japan.) 

Cottus  japonicus,  Pallas,  Spicilegia  Zoologia,  vii,  30,  pi.  5,  figs.  1-3,1772,  dry  specimen, 
Kuril  Islands  (Coll.  Gr.  W.  Steller) ; Tilesius,  Ivruseustern’s  Keise  um  die  Welt,  iv, 
pi.  87, 1813. 

Agomis  cnrilicns,  Tilesius,  M6m.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  iv,  1811, 416;  after  Pallas  and  Steller. 
Agonns  stegophthalmus,  Tilesius,  Memoirs  Soc.  Naturalists,  Moscow,  ii,  219,  1809,  Gulf 
of  Patience,  Saghalien  Island ; TiLESius,  Mem.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  iv,  1811, 427,  pi.  12; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  214, 1860. 

Aspidophorus  lisiza,  LACt:pt;DE,  Hist.  Nat.  des  Poiss.,  iii,  1802 ; after  Pallas. 

Asx)idophori(s  supeixiliosus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  215, 1829,  Kuril 
Islands;  after  Pallas  and  Tilesius. 

Fercisjaponicus,  ScoPOLi,  Int.  Hist.  Nat.,  454, 1777. 

Agonus  japonicus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Systema  Icbthyologia,  105, 1801. 

Fhalangistes  japonicus,  Pallas,  Zoog.  Rosso- Asiat.,  iii,  112, 1811. 
nippocephalus  superciliosus,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fishes,  etc.,  ii,  272, 1839. 

Jlippocephahis  japonicus,  JORDAN  A GILBERT,  Synopsis,  723, 1883 ; Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac. 
Sci.  1894, 194,  with  figure. 

760.  AGONOMALUS,  Guichenot. 

Agonomalus,  Guichenot,  Mem.  Soc.  Sci.  Nat.  de  Cherbourg,  ix,  1866,  252,  pi.  9 (prohosci- 
dalis). 

Head  and  body  strongly  compressed,  the  latter  entirely  armed  with 
angular  osseous  plates.  Teeth  excessively  small  on  both  jaws,  none  on 
vomer  or  palatines.  Dorsal  fins  seiiarate;  a long,  fleshy  barbel  on  tip 
of  snout;  mouth  small;  a very  high,  broad,  somewhat  recurved  spine  or 
bony  projection  above  each  orbit;  occipital  spines  not  prominent;  origin 
of  first  dorsal  aliove  nape,  the  profile  from  nape  to  fin  very  steep ; pectoral 
rays  somewhat  exserted ; gill  membranes  probably  united  and  free  from 
isthmus.  Closely  related  to  Hypsayonus.  {Agonus;  6uaX6<;,  level,  even, 
or  flat;  i.  e.,  compressed.) 
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2399.  AGOXOMALUS  PKOBOSCIDALIS  (Valenciennes). 

Height  of  body  5^  in  total  length;  greatest  width  of  abdomen  of 
height.  Br.  6;  D.  VIII,  6;  A.  12;  P.  11;  V.  3 (I,  2);  C.  2-11-2.  Body 
slender,  compressed.  Side  of  body  throughout  its  length  with  2 rows  of 
spinous  plates,  1 above  and  1 below  lateral  line,  the  plates  oval,  radially 
striated,  the  spines  high,  curved,  compressed  upon  middle  of  plates. 
Behind  x^ectoral  girdle,  between  first  plates  of  superior  and  inferior 
spinous  series,  a circular  striated  plate  with  a small  spine ; a small  sjiine 
upon  a plate  on  the  pectoral  girdle  above  insertion  of  pectoral  fin.  Sides 
between  lateral  spinous  series  a little  concave.  The  rounded,  somewhat 
prominent  abdomen  with  small  striated  plates  armed  with  low  blunt 
tubercles.  Profile  of  body  rising  vertically  behind  nape  and  under  first 
spine  of  first  dorsal,  running  in  a straight  line  to  second  dorsal,  rising  a 
little  under  this  fin,  and  descending  gradually  to  caudal.  Inferior  profile 
nearly  rectilinear.  Head  small,  compressed,  with  a thick  long  median 
barbel  at  tip  of  snout;  supraocular  ridges  high,  passing  down  anterior 
border  of  orbit;  the  supraocular  spines  large,  fiat,  thin;  interorbital  space 
deeply  concave,  with  a small  longitudinal  ridge;  nasal  spines  present;  a 
pair  of  occipital  spines  present;  also  a suprascapular  tubercle;  none  on 
opercle,  but  a large,  oblong,  compressed  spine  on  preopercle  and  1 on 
suborbital;  eye  large,  circular,  4 in  head.  The  preorbital  with  ridges, 
ending  at  its  lower  border  in  strong  denticulations.  Mouth  small;  lower 
jaw  shorter  than  the  upper;  teeth  excessively  small ; none  on  palatines. 
Spines  of  first  dorsal  large,  curved,  and  higher  than  the  body  beneath 
them;  second  dorsal  lower,  its  rays  strong  and  curved;  anal  very  long; 
caudal  narrow  and  rounded;  pectoral  very  large,  its  longest  rays  equal  to 
longest  spines  of  first  dorsal;  rays  simx^le  and  rough;  ventrals  small. 
Lateral  line  indicated  by  a series  of  small  longitudinal  traits’^  set  off  on 
naked  space  between  the  2 longitudinal  series  of  large  spinous  plates  (after 
Valenciennes).  Guichenot  says  the  total  length  is  scarcely  6g  inches 
(16  cm.).  His  figure,  which  seems  to  l)e  good,  furnishes  the  following 
facts:  Al)out  7 plates  of  the  superior  lateral  series  between  the  adjacent 
rays  of  first  and  second  dorsals,  and  about  2 between  x^osterior  edge  of 
membrane  of  first  dorsal  and  first  ray  of  second  dorsal;  10  plates  from 
last  ray  of  second  dorsal  to  base  of  caudal.  A small  but  distinct  tubercle 
or  spine  posteriorly  at  base  of  sux)raocular  spine.  Occix^ital  spine  appar- 
ently very  close  to  elevated  part  of  back,  but  distinct ; in  front  of  its  base 
a small  but  distinct  tubercle,  as  in  Hypsafjonus  quadricornis.  Spines  of 
first  dorsal  all  exserted,  the  first  for  about  i of  its  length;  all  rays  of 
anal  exserted,  the  anterior  3 or  4 for  about  f of  their  length ; posterior 
anal  rays  (except  the  last)  longest;  all  rays  of  pectoral  considerably 
exserted  (about  i of  their  length);  27  spinous  x^lates  in  the  series  above 
lateral  line,  30  in  the  series  below  lateral  line.  One  specimen  known, 
taken  in  1 of  the  coves  of  the  Port  of  the  Emperor  Nicolas,  Gulf  of  Tar- 
tary (Nicolaevsk,  mouth  of  Amur  River,  west  of  the  Island  of  Saghalien). 
(Guichenot.)  {prohoscidalis,  bearing  a proboscis;  in  allusion  to  the  promi- 
nent barbel  on  snout.) 


2038  Bjilletin  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


Aspidophoriis  proboscidalis,  Valenciennes,  Comptes  Keudus  de  I’Acad.  des  Sciences, 
XLVIi,  1040,  1858,  Port  of  Emperor  Nicolas  (Nicolaevsk),  Gulf  of  Tartary. 
Agonomalus  proboscidalis,  Gcichenot,  Mem.  Soc.  Sci.  Xat.  Cherbourg,  1865,  254,  pi.  9; 
Salvage,  Ifouv.  Arch.  Museum  Hist.  Hat.,  Paris  (2),i,  1878,  157. 

761.  HYPSAGONUS,  Gill. 

Hi/psagonus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Hat.  Sci.  Phila.  1861, 259  (quadricornis). 

Cheiragonus,  Herzenstein,  Bull.  Acad.  Imp.  Sci.  de  St.  Petersb.,  xm,  1890  116,  {gra- 
diens  = quadricornis) . 

Body  compressed,  elevated,  depth  greater  than  length  of  head,  more 
than  ^ of  body;  head  small,  separated  from  first  dorsal  hy  a very  deep 
nuchal  depression;  top  of  head  very  uiieveu,  1 pair  of  large  supraocular 
and  1 pair  of  large  occipital  spiues,  strong,  hlunt;  mouth  terminal,  jaws 
about  e(|nal,  a large  barbel  or  none  at  tip  of  snout;  teeth  on  jaws,  none 
on  vomer  or  palatines ; gill  membranes  united,  free  from  isthmus;  scales 
or  plates  large,  radially  striated,  Avith  a central  spine  or  tubercle;  2 rows 
of  strong  and  2 of  weaker  spines  along  side  of  liody;  dorsal  fin  long, 
high,  beginiiing  immediately  behind  nai)e,  the  spines  strong,  the  first  ser- 
rated; pectorals  short,  procnrrent,  the  lower  8 or  9 rays  free;  A'entrals 
small;  vent  nearly  halfAvay  between  ventrals  and  anal,  {inpi-  high; 
Agonus.) 

•2400.  HIPSAGOXUS  qrADRICORXIS*  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

Br.  6;  D.  IX  to  XI  (rarely  IX,  usually  X),  6 or  7 ; A.  9 or  10;  P.  13  or  14; 
V.  3 (I,  2);  C.  13;  A'ertebrie  (36).  Pyloric  cieca  5 (2  individuals). 
Body  strongly  compressed  throughout  its  length.  Abdomen  swollen 
(much  less  in  male  than  female)  about  7o  depth,  the  latter  3 to  4‘f 

(usually  about  4)  in  the  length;  body  much  narroAver  under  second  dor- 
sal, only  about  ^ of  depth.  Back  rises  almost  perpendicularly  behind  the 
nape,  slopes  dowuAvard  to  end  of  first  dorsal,  rises  gently  to  base  of  sec- 
ond dorsal,  then  sinks  and  rises  again  to  base  of  caudal;  A’entral  outline 
gently  couA  ex.  Plates  distributed  in  general  as  in  the  other  Agonoids, 
but  Avith  many  deA^iations  in  detail.  Interspaces  membranaceous,  studded 
with  a A'ariable  numlier  of  small  plates;  A’ent  nearly  halfway  between 
ventrals  and  anal,  the  niembiaue  betAveen  it  and  A'entrals  Avith  scattered 
plates;  plates  of  Aeutrolateral  series  small,  the  spines  short,  blunt, 
strongest  from  A'ent  to  anal;  those  of  the  inferior  lateral  series  elongated 
A’ertically,  beginning  behind  middle  of  base  of  pectorals,  with  long, 
strong,  cnrA’ed  spines,  which  rise  abruptly  from  the  center  of  the  plates, 
growing  smaller  posteriorly,  minute  at  base  of  caudal,  their  number  Amry- 
ing  from  28  to  30.  The  series  of  the  lateral  line  consists  of  7 to  9 plates 

* Diagnosis:  Body  short,  much  compressed  throughout  its  whole  length;  its  greatest 
width  8 to  4f  in  depth;  2 rows  of  strong  and  2 of  weaker  spines  along  .side  of  body;  a 
strong  spine  above  base  of  pectoral;  head  3J;  preopercular  spm 3 present,  large;  1 pair 
large  supraocular  and  1 pair  large  occipital  spines,  strong  and  blunt.  Body  abruptly  ele- 
vated behind  nape;  first  dorsal  long,  high,  beginning  immediately  behind  nape;  8 or 9 
lower  rays  of  pectoral  free;  plates  in  dorsal  series  about  33  to  35;  between  dorsals  about 
5;  usually  a single  barbel  at  tip  of  snout;  no  median  rostral  plate;  gill  membranes 
broadly  united,  free  from  isthmus;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  A-ent  nearly  halfwa.A’ 
betAveen  A entrals  and  anal.  Color,  front  half  of  body  blackish  A’iolet  (A-ariabfe),  hinder 
half  pale,  yellowish,  with  2 or  3 narrow  dark  bands ; caudal  with  dark  baud  distaily. 
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(sometimes  varying  on  the  2 sides  of  the  same  animal),  the  first  2 (occa- 
sionally the  first  3)  very  large,  8upi)lying  the  lack  of  plates  in  the  supe- 
rior lateral  series  anteriorly  and  sometimes  apparently  forming  a part  of 
this  series,  their  spines  long,  strong,  and  curved;  remaining  5 or  6 i)lates 
distributed  at  varying  distances  along  side  of  body,  small,  but  sometimes 
provided  Avith  small  sjAines ; the  superior  lateral  series  begins  under  about 
the  seventh  spine  of  first  dorsal  and  runs'  in  a straight  line  to  caudal,  the 
si)ines  a little  smaller  than  those  of  the  inferior  lateral  series,  and  vary 
from  25  to  27  in  number  (pins  the  2 or  3 plates  of  the  lateral  line  when 
they  appear  to  belong  to  this  series).  The  dorsolaterak  series  begins 
behind  occipital  spine  and  follows  outline  of  back  close  under  dorsals,  33 
tt)  35  pairs;  plates  small,  Avith  tul)ercles  or  blunt  spines.  Between  the 
dorsolateral  series  and  the  base  of  each  dorsal  fin  is  a supplementary 
series  of  A^ery  small  tuberculated  plates  or  prickles;  those  tinder  the 
anterior  fin  sometimes  become  apparently  continuous  Avith  the  dorso- 
lateral series,  crowding  the  anterior  plates  of  the  latter  do Avnward;  about 
5 pairs  between  dorsal  fins.  Behind  pectoral,  between  the  inferior  lat- 
eral series  and  the  large  anterior  iiore  plates  there  are  usually  2 or  3 plates, 
of  Avliich  1 or  2 sometimes  bear  minute  spines;  1 plate  with  a large,  strong 
spine  just  above  base  of  pectoral;  none  in  front  of  the  fin,  which  is  close 
to  gill  opening.  Xo  plates  on  branchiostegal  membranes  or  lower  jaw. 
Head  compressed,  snout  3i;  nearly  as  Avide  as  high  across  preopercle, 
much  narrower  under  orbits.  Orbits  large,  circular,  high  up,  3 in  head. 
Interorbital  space  wide  behind,  much  narrower  in  front,  concave;  supra- 
orbital ridges  high,  shelving  outward  over  eye,  ending  in  strong  spines 
directed  outAvard,  upAvard,  and  a little  backward,  in  front  of  the  base  of 
Avhich  there  is  a very  small  one,  usually  in  the  form  of  a tubercle  of  A^ari- 
able  size  (most  distinct  in  the  young).  Preoii)ital  with  2 or  3 ridges  radi- 
ating from  anterior  inferior  border  of  orbit,  its  edge  scalloped;  suborbital 
Avith  a strong,  compressed  spine  projecting  nearly  at  a right  angle;  pre- 
opercle with  a strong,  compressed,  curved  spine,  and  below  it  2 or  3 bat- 
tened smaller  ones;  nasal  spines  strong,  cui'A’ed,  separate,  somewhat 
diverging;  1 or  2 or  no  jdates  on  loAAer  part  of  cheek;  no  median  rostral 
plate.  Barbel  at  tip  of  snout,  aboA^e  premaxillaries,  Aarying  much  in 
length,  frequently  entirely  absent.  Mouth  small,  terminal;  maxillary 
reaching  front  of  orbit.  Teeth  on  jaws;  none  on  vomer  or  palatines. 
Angle  of  jaAVS  prominent,  tubercular.  Gill  membranes  broadly  united, 
free  from  isthmus.  First  dorsal  about  2^  times  as  long  as  second,  high, 
its  spines  strong,  nearly  upright,  the  first  very,  and  some  of  the  others 
somewhat,  granulated  or  beset  with  prickles ; the  anterior  spines  but  little 
exserted;  membrane  stretched.  Second  dorsal  low,  its  rays  stiti';  caudal 
nearly  truncate,  its  width  at  base  about  If  in  length ; anal  long,  begin- 
ning under  posterior  end  of  first  dorsal  and  ending  opposite  posterior  end 
of  second  dorsal ; 2 or  3 of  the  posterior  rays  (except  the  last)  longest,  all 
the  rays  much,  the  anterior  more  than  half,  exserted;  A^entrals  of  female  8 
or  9 in  length  of  body;  in  male  longer,  6 to  in  body  length.  Abdom- 
inal region  much  swollen  iu  female.  Lateral  line,  pores  15  to  19,  in  pairs, 
except  the  first.  Vent  nearly  halfAvay  between  A entrals  and  anal.  Color 
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blackish  or  grayish  violet,  paler  below;  breast  and  belly  in  front  of  vent 
marbled  with  darker;  anterior  region  to  opposite  posterior  end  of  first 
dorsal  dark,  the  dark  region  limited  by  a still  darker  band  which  runs  up 
on  the  fin;  posterior  part  of  body  paler,  with  narrow  dark  cross  bands,  1 
under  the  anterior  and  1 under  the  posterior  part  of  the  second  dorsal, 
both  passing  down  onto  the  anal;  caudal  peduncle  darker,  sometimes 
with  irregular  patches  more  intensely  dark;  caudal  with  a dark  band  at 
base,  and  another  near  distal  end,  the  extreme  tip  white-edged;  rays  of 
anal  with  black  spots  near  their  tips ; pectorals  indefinitely  cross-barred 
by  series  of  short  black  streaks ' on  rays ; ventrals  of  both  sexes  with 
al)Out  2 narrow  bars  of  black.  A variable  species,  widely  diffused.  Length 
2^  inches.  North  Pacific;  Kamchatka,  Bering  Sea,  and  coasts  of  Alaska, 
south  to  Bristol  Bay  aud  Puget  Sound.  (Gilbert.)  Here  described  from 
specimens  taken  by  Dr.  Gilbert  (Albaty'oss  Coll.)  about  the  Aleutian 
Islands.  On  these  specimens  Dr.  Gilbert  has  the  following  notes : 

Taken  nortli  and  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  in  the  shallow  water ; also  at  1 sta- 
tion in  Bristol  Bay,  in  depths  from  34  to  56  fathoms.  Our  specimens  agree  perfectly  with 
the  descriiMoii  of  Hypsagonus  {Gheiragonus)  gradiens,  Herzeustein  (Bull.  Acad.  Imp.  des 
Sci.  de  St.  Petersb.,  xiii,  116,  May  29,  1890),  described  from  the  Gulf  of  Avatcha  in 
Kamchatka.  Dr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  of  the  British  Museum,  has  kindly  compared  one 
of  our  specimens  with  the  tj-pe  of  Aspidophorus  quadricornis,  C.  & V.,  and  states  that 
they  are  undoubtedly  identical.  Body  short,  much  compressed,  the  head  also  narrow  and 
compressed,  especially  above  and  in  front.  Nasal  spines  short  and  strong,  a slender 
barbel,  of  varying  length,  in  front  of  them  on  middle  line  of  snout.  Ocular  region 
abruptlj'  rising  above  the  short,  slender  snout,  the  eyes  vertical,  overarched  by  the  supra- 
orbital rim,  which  bears  posteriorly  a strong  vertical  spine.  Interorbital  space  with  a 
deep  median  groove  and  without  ridges,  the  occipital  region  depressed  below  the  bottom 
of  the  groove.  No  deep  pit  on  occiput,  the  space  being  gently  concave  transversely, 
bounded  laterally  by  moderate  ridges,  which  bear  posteriorly  a spine  preceded  by  a lone 
tubercle.  A strong  spine  at  lower  inferior  border  of  orbit;  a strong  spine  at  upper  pre- 
opercular  angle  and  3 smaller  ones  beloAv  it;  a strong  spine  above  the  base  of  pectoral, 
behind  and  aboA-e  which  on  sides  are  2 strong  spines  nearly  in  line  with  the  upper  lateral 
series  of  plates ; surface  of  opercles  with  a few  short  spinous  processes,  but  without 
definite  spine.  Tomer  and  palatines  toothless.  Branchiostegal  membranes  broadly 
joined,  forming  a free  fold  across  the  isthmus.  Mouth  narrow,  horizontal,  terminal,  the 
lower  jaw  included.  Maxillary  reaching  vertical  slightly  behind  front  of  orbit,  3J  in 
head.  Eye  large,  3 in  head;  snout  4;  interorbital  width  over  middle  of  orbit  \ head 
behind  snout.  Nape  rising  very  abruptly  from  occiput  to  front  of  dorsal,  the  outline 
thence  descending  to  near  front  of  second  dorsal  when  it  again  ascends.  The  points  of 
origin  of  the  2 dorsals  are  therefore  prominent,  the  profile  concaA^e  behind  them.  Body 
deepest  under  first  dorsal  spine,  3|  in  length.  Greatest  Avidth  of  bod,}^  near  ventral  out- 
line immediatelj"  behind  ventral  fin,  5^  in  length.  A series  of  small  prickles  along  base 
of  spinous  and  anterior  portion  of  soft  dorsal,  bearing  1 spinule  to  each  ray.  Plates 
all  concealed,  the  spines  alone  projecting;  upj)er  lateral  series  of  plates  very  small,  bear- 
ing each  a minute  spinous  point ; this  series  is  narrowly  separated  from  base  of  spinous 
dorsal,  and  runs  along  base  of  soft  dorsal,  the  2 series  uniting  immediately  behind  the 
latter,  bearing  each  a pair  of  diverging  spines ; lateral  series  with  very  strong  spines,  the 
largest  being  the  anterior  ones  of  the  lower  lateral  series.  The  upper  lateral  series  is 
incomplete  anteriorly,  ending  under  the  eighth  dorsal  spine.  It  is  apparently  completed 
by  2 very  strong  spines,  which  belong,  however,  to  the  series  of  the  lateral  line.  Ven- 
tral series  of  spines  small,  running  along  immediate  base  of  anal  fin,  the  pairs  uniting 
behind  the  anal,  the  resulting  plates  bearing  a pair  of  spines.  As  in  the  case  of  the  dor- 
sal series,  this  union  is  more  or  less  irregular  and  incomplete,  the  corresponding  plates 
sometimes  faihng  to  unite,  and  then  either  maintaining  their  opposite  position  or  alternat- 
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ing.  Lateral  line  with  few  widely  spaced  pairs  of  pores,  those  of  each  pair  approximated 
and  horizontally  instead  of  vertically  placed.  I'he  interspaces  bear  in  tlie  posterior  part 
of  the  body  a minute  prickle  each ; in  the  case  of  the  2 or  3 anterior  pairs,  these  become 
very  strong  spines,  nearly  on  a lino  with  the  incomplete  upper  lateral  series  of  plates. 
Anus  anterior,  nearly  midway  between  base  of  ventrals  and  front  of  anal.  First  dorsal 
spine  vertically  over  upper  axil  of  pectoral.  The  fin  is  rigidly  spread  in  alcoholic  speci- 
mens; the  third  and  fourth  spines  are  longest  and  about  equal  length  of  snout  and  eye; 
interspace  between  dorsals  equaling  i length  of  orbit;  anal  much  longer  than  second 
dorsal,  its  first  ray  under  last  dorsal  spine,  its  last  ray  slightly  in  advance  of  the  last  ray 
of  soft  dorsal;  anal  membranes  deeply  incised,  especially  anteriorly.  Caudal  short, 
rounded;  pectoral  of  2 distinct  divisions,  the  upper  portion  consisting  of  4 or  5 rays 
joined  by  membrane ; the  lower  part  of  8 entirel}'  disconnected  rays.  These  upper  and 
lower  portions  of  the  fin  are  used  alternately  in  pushing  the  fish  forward  on  the  bottom, 
the  upper  lobe  being  downward  and  forward  for  the  purpose.  In  the  aquarium,  the  fish 
appears  to  walk,  resting  alternately  on  the  upper  and  lower  pectoral  rays  and  on  the  front 
rays  of  the  anal;  the  longest  pectoral  rays  reach  to  or  just  beyond  front  of  anal;  ventrals 
short,  not  reaching  vent  in  females,  reaching  to  or  slightly  beyond  vent  in  males.  D.  IX 
to  XI,  6 or  7;  A.  9 or  10 ; P.  13  or  14 ; V,  I,  2 ; C.  13.  Yertebrie  8 -f  28.  Lateral  line  7 to  9. 
Color ; blackish  or  greyish  violet,  paler  below ; breast  and  belly  in  front  of  A-ent  marbled 
with  darker;  anterior  part  of  sides,  to  opposite  last  dorsal  spines  dark,  the  darker  region 
limited  by  a still  darker  band  which  runs  up  on  the  fin;  posterior  part  of  body  paler, 
usually  with  3 darker  cross  bars,  the  last  of  which  often  broadens  out  to  occupy  all  of  the 
caudal  peduncle;  caudal  with  a dark  bar  at  base  and  another  at  posterior  margin,  the 
extreme  edge  white;  the  dark  vertical  bars  continued  onto  the  anal  fin,  the  rays  also 
spotted  with  back  near  tips ; ventrals  with  a black  bar  or  spot  at  base ; sometimes  a 
second  on  middle  of  fin  ; pectorals  indefinitely  cross-barred,  largely  pale  on  basal  portion; 
color  varying  greatly,  the  lighter  areas  on  body  and  fins  often  with  dusky  marblings. 
(Oilbert.)  (quatuor,  four;  cornu,  horn.) 

Aspidophorus  quadricornis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  221,  1829, 
Kamchatka.  (Coll.  Dr.  Collee.  Type  in  British  Museum.) 

Hypsagotius  (Gheiragonus)  gradiens,  Herzenstein,  Bull.  Acad.  Imp.  des  Sci.  de  St.  Petersb., 
tome  XIII,  116,  May  29, 1890,  Kamchatka,  Sinus  Awatska,  Port  Petropaulski. 

Agonus  quadricornis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  215, 1860. 

Hypsagonus  quadricornis.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  xiii,  1861, 167 ; Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Synopsis,  722, 1883;  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  439. 


762.  STELLERINA,  Ckmer. 

Stellerina,  Cramer,  in  Jordan  &.  Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  447, 1896  (xyosternus) . 

Body  moderately  elongate,  tapering  uniformly  from  head  to  caudal, 
8-hedral,  snbterete,  a little  depressed  anteriorly,  depth  about  7,  width 
about  6 in  length ; head  4f,  tapering  but  little  forward;  profile  of  head 
and  snout  in  straight  lino  with  back.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  about  35; 
between  occiput  and  first  dorsal  6 or  7 pairs.  Plates  of  body  spinous ; 
breast  covered  Avith  radially  striated  prickles.  Mouth  very  oblique,  the 
snout  short,  not  tubular,  lower  jaw  protruding,  entering  profile;  teeth 
small,  in  few  rows  on  jaAvs,  none  on  vomer  or  palatines.  A barbel  at  tip 
of  each  maxillary.  No  median  rostral  plate.  Nasal  spines  small;  no 
supraocular  or  occipital  spines.  Gill  membranes  united,  free  from  the 
isthmus.  Anal  long.  (Named  for  Georg  Wilhelm  Steller,  naturalist  and 
explorer,  the  first  to  study  the  fishes  of  Bering  Sea.) 
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2401.  STELLERIXA  XYOSTERNA*  (Jordan  <fc  Gilbert). 

B.6;  D.yiorYII-6;  A.  8 or  9;  P.17  to  19;  Y.  3 (1,2);  C.  1,  11,1;  lat- 
eral line  36.  Body  slightly  depressed  in  front,  as  high  as  wide  under  first 
dorsal,  8-hedral,  snhterete,  the  faces  hut  little  concave;  tail  strongly 
depressed,  hexagonal.  The  sharp,  slightly  curved  spines  present  on  all 
the  plates  of  each  series,  hut  minute  on  the  median,  dorsal  and  ventral 
plates  of  caudal  peduncle;  the  superior  lateral  series  heginning  opposite 
front  of  first  dorsal,  being  replaced  anteriorly  by  the  series  of  the  lateral 
line.  Unlike  the  species  of  Fhalangistes  (in  which  there  are  several), 
only  1 pair  of  plates  between  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  first  median 
plate  and  1 between  last  anal  ray  and  first  median  plate.  Breast,  unlike 
that  of  other  species,  without  plates,  but  covered  with  innumerable 
radially  striated  prickles;  edge  of  breast  in  front  of  lower  end  of  base 
of  pectoral  with  3 to  5 plates.  Brauchiostegal  membrane  and  under 
side  of  mandible  naked;  membrane  between  the  ventrolateral  series 
behind  and  around  vent  with  minute  scattered  prickles;  2 or  3 spinous 
plates  in  front  of  j)ectoral;  the  inferior  lateral  series,  unlike  that  of  0. 
dodecaedron,  running  directly  toward  base  of  pectoral.  Head  tapering  but 
little  forward,  as  high  as  wide,  in  length.  Orbits  moderate,  nearly  cir- 
cular, longer  than  snout,  a little  more  than  3 in  head;  interorbital  space 
nearly  flat,  nearly  2 in  orbit;  supraorbital  and  occipital  ridges  but  little 
developed,  spineless;  temporal  ridge  moderate;  a small  suprascapular 
spine.  Cheeks  vertical;  2 minute  spines  at  border  of  preorbital,  1 on  sub- 
orbital,  2 rather  large  and  sometimes  a third  small  one  on  iu-eopercle ; no 
plates  on  lower  part  of  cheek;  nasal  sjjines  minute,  converging  behind  the 
maxillary  pedicles.  Median  rostral  plate  absent;  mouth  very  oblique, 
lower  jaw  protruding,  entering  profile;  maxillary  nearly  reaching  pui)il, 
enlarged  at  tip.  Teeth  few  and  small  in  few  rows  on  jaws ; none  on  vomer 
or  palatines.  One  barbel  at  tip  of  each  maxillary.  Gill  openings  large, 
membranes  united,  free  from  isthmus.  Dorsals  well  separated ; anal  long, 
beginning  under  posterior  end  of  first  dorsal;  caudal  about  3 times  as  long 
as  wide;  pectoral  4f  in  length  of  body,  the  base  more  than  3 in  the 
length,  with  17  to  19  rays  (19  rays  in  1 pectoral  of  a small  specimen,  18 
in  the  other),  rounded,  the  lower  rays  rapidly  shortening;  ventrals  of 
female  2 in  pectorals,  14  in  male;  tips  of  raj'S  exserted.  Color,  light  olive 
brown,  pale  below;  top  of  head  and  back  with  minute  spots  and  sinuous 
streaks  of  darker;  lower  jaw  and  lower  edge  of  cheek  silvery;  pectorals 
dark,  with  a broad  pale  patch  below,  near  base,  and  a broad  pale  tip ; 
ventrals  pale  in  both  sexes  (?);  rays  of  dorsals  dark;  caudal  dark;  pos- 
terior part  of  anal  dark,  as  in  B.  dodecaedron . Length  inches.  Coast 
of  California  and  Oregon,  rather  rare,  south  to  Monterey.  Here  described 
from  specimens  from  coast  of  Oregon,  taken  in  21  fathoms,  {cvoo,  to 
scrape;  drepvov,  hTea,st.) 


* Diagnosis : Body  moderately  elongate,  tapering  uniformly  from  head  to  caudal,  8-hedral- 
a little  depresssd  anteriorly,  the  depth  at  base  of  pectorals  g of  width,  the  latter  6 in 
length:  profile  of  head  and"  snout  nearly  in  a straight  line  with  back;  head  but  little 
tapering  forward,  in  body;  plates  in  dorsal  series  35;  between  occiput  and  first  dorsal 
6 or  7 ; between  dorsals  4 to  6;  from  A’entrals  to  anal  about  10  pairs.  One  barbel  at  tip  of 
maxillary;  gill  membranes  free;  median  rostral  plate  wanting;  nasal  spines  small;  no 
supraociilar  or  occipital  spines.  Color  light  olive  brown,  pale  below;  mandible  and 
lower  part  of  cheek  silvery. 
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Brachyopsis  xyosternus,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  iii,  July  2,  1880,  152, 
Santa  Cruz,  California;  (Coll.  Dr.  C. L.  Anderson);  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
727, 1883;  Jordan,  Cat. Fishes  N.  A.,  113, 1885. 

Agonus  (Brachyopsis)  aiince,  Steindachner,  Iclith.  Beitriifre,  ix,  254  (17),  pi.  6,  figs.  1,  la, 
and  lb,  Sitzb.  der  K.  Acad,  der  Wiss.,  Lxxxii,  July  15, 1880,  San  Francisco,  California. 


763.  OCCA,  Jorclau  &,  Evermauu,  new  geuus. 

Occa,  Jordan  & Evermann,  new  genus  (verrucosus). 

This  geuus  differs  from  Brachyopsis  iu  tlie  short  snout  which  is  not 
tubular,  and  is  formed  as  in  Stellerina.  From  the  latter  genus  it  is  sepa- 
rated by  the  large  plates  on  the  breast,  and  by  the  presence  of  at  least  a 
few  teeth  on  the  vomer  and  palatines.  North  Pacilic.  (occa,  a harrow.) 

a.  Anal  rays  10  to  12 ; plates  of  belly  bluntly  spinous;  ventrals  pale,  verrucosa,  2402. 
aa.  Anal  rays  14  to  16;  plates  of  belly  nearly  smooth;  ventrals  dark. 

dodecabdron,  2403. 


2402.  OCCA  VERRUCOSA*  (Lockington). 

Br.  6;  D.  VII  to  IX-7  or  8;  A.  11  or  12  (10  or  11,  Lockington);  P.  14  or 
15;  V.  3 (I,  2);  C.  1,  11,  1;  vertebne  13  + 24  = 37  (37).  Pyloric  cieca  6 (1 
individual) ; lateral  line  36  or  37.  Bodj’’  and  tail  depressed  throughout,  the 
former  rounded  octagonal,  the  faces  little  concave ; caudal  peduncle  hex- 
agonal, short,  with  about  7 median  dorsal  and  5 or  6 median  ventral  plates ; 
the  sharp  curved  spines  better  developed  than  in  0.  dodecaeclron,  present 
on  all  ridges  from  head  to  caudal,  except  2 or  3 plates  of  median  ventral 
series  of  peduncle;  jilates  of  median  lateral  (lateral  line)  series  large  and 
bearing  small  spines  from  head  to  near  jiosterior  end  of  second  dorsal;  4 
or  5 pairs  of  plates  between  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  first  median 
plate,  and  5 pairs  between  last  anal  ray  and  first  median  plate ; about  18 
fairly  large  and  tuberculated  xilates  on  breast,  some  of  them  separated  by 
narrow  intervals  of  membrane  with  numerous  prickles.  Branchiostegal 
membrane  naked  ])osteriorly.  Under  side  of  mandible  and  anterolateral 
parts  of  branchiostegal  membrane  with  minute  jilates  or  prickles;  3 or  4 
large  spinous  plates  in  front  of,  and  a number  of  small  i)lates  and  prickles 
on  base  of  pectoral  fin ; the  ventrolateral  series  separated,  from  ventrals 
nearly  to  anal,  by  membrane  studded  with  6 or  8 small  striated  plates 
behind  and  a few  around  vent;  the  latter  a little  farther  than  usual  from 
base  of  ventrals  (as  in  O.  dodecacdron).  Top  of  head,  dorsal,  and  2 adja- 
cent faces  of  l)ody  granulated;  space  behind  pectoral  as  far  back  as  its  tij} 
naked.  Head  deijressed,  elongate,  broad  behind,  its  dejjth  f of  its  width, 
the  latter  about  6 in  length  of  body.  Orbits  large,  oval,  the  longitudinal 
diameter  longer  than  snout,  3^  iu  head.  Interorbital  space  wide,  nearly 
equal  to  orbit,  flat  between  suxiraocular  ridges ; the  latter  spineless,  turning 
out  almost  at  right  angles,  forming  a thin  saw-like  transverse  ridge  along 

* Diagnosis:  Body  moderately  elongate,  tapering,  8-hedral,.  depressed;  depth  about  | 
width,  the  latter  6'in  length;  head  broad,  much  depressed,  tapering  by  concave  outlines 
to  a blunt  snout,  4|  in  length  of  body.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  35  or  36;  between  occiput 
and  first  dorsal,  7;  between  dorsals,  4;  from  ventral  to  anal,  10  or  11  pairs.  One  barbel 
at  tip  of  each  maxillary;  gill  membranes  united,  free  from  isthmus.  ]^Iedian  rostral  plate 
wanting;  nasal  spines  minute;  no  supraocular  or  occipital  spines.  Olivaceous,  banded 
with  darker;  jiectorals  with  3 or  4 black  areas. 
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posterior  border  of  orbit ; occipital  ridges  spineless,  temporal  ridge  broken 
into  2 or  3 tubercles,  sometimes  ending  in  a small  suprascapular  spine. 
Cheeks  nearly  Tertical,  the  suborbital  ridge  but  slightly  developed;  usu- 
ally a spine  at  lower  border  of  orbit,  3 or  4 small  ones  on  inferior  border 
of  preorbital,  a moderate  one  on  suborbital,  a rather  large  one,  and  beneath 
it,  a smaller  one  on  the  preopercle ; 3 or  4 moderately  developed  plates,  or  as 
many  smaller  ones  with  numerous  minute  plates  or  i^rickles,  on  cheek 
below  ridge;  nasal  spines  minute,  converging  behind  maxillary  pedicles; 
median  rostral  ]date  absent.  Mouth  oblique,  a little  less  so  than  in  0. 
dodecaedron,  the  lower  jaw  protruding;  maxillary  reaches  to  ojiposite  front 
of  pu})!!.  Teeth  present  on  jaws,  few  and  small  on  vomer,  few  or  none  on 
palatines.  One  barbel  at  tip  of  each  maxillary.  Dorsals  long,  moderately 
separated;  anal  long,  beginning  under  posterior  end  of  first  dorsal;  pecto- 
rals 4^  in  length  of  body,  their  Avidth  at  base  3 in  their  length,  are  rounded, 
the  lowermost  rays  rapidly  shortening ; A'eutrals  of  female  a little  less  than 
2 in  pectorals,  those  of  male  much  longer,  reaching  beyond  front  of  anal, 
longer  than  pectorals;  the  membrane  broad.  Caudal  3 times  as  long  as 
wide  at  base.  Color  dark  grayish  or  brownish,  pale  beloAv;  the  young 
Avith  distinct  cross  bars,  a broad  one  in  front  of  first  dorsal,  1 under  the 
front  end  and  1 behind  middle  of  first  dorsal,  1 IxdAvcen  dorsals,  1 under 
second  dorsal,  and  2 on  peduncle;  bars  indistinct  in  adults;  dorsals  dusky, 
faintly  barred  Avith  darker,  caudal  dark ; anal  dark  on  membrane,  white- 
edged  (dark  only  on  posterior  end  in  young,  as  in  0.  dodecaedron) ; pecto- 
rals Avashed  with  orange,  2 dark  blotches  near  base,  the  terminal  part 
with  2 (sometimes  coufiuent)  or  1 large  dark  patch  (these  patches  in  the 
young  appearing  as  partially  confluent  bars,  more  like  0.  dodecaedron)] 
ventrals  of  female  pale,  of  male  bright  orange  yellow,  Avith  a large  black 
spot  inside  of  first  ray  and  2 small  ones  at  tip.  Length  8 inches.  Coast 
of  California  and  Oregon,  south  to  San  Francisco,  in  11  to  36  fathoms. 
Here  described  from  specimens  from  off  the  Oregon  coast,  {verrucosus, 
AA'arty. ) 

Brachyopsis  vermcosns,  Lockington,  Proc.  U.  S.  Kat.  Mas.,  Iil,  May  6,  1880,  60,  Drakes 
Bay,  near  San  Francisco,  California;  JoEDAX  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  726,  1883;  Jor- 
dan, Cat.  Fishes  N.  A.,  114, 1885. 

Agonus  {Brachyopsis)  barkani,  Steindaciiner,  Iclith.  Beitrage,  ix,  253  (16),  pi.  5,  Sitzb.  der 
k.  Akad.  der  tViss.,  LXXXil,  Julj-  15, 1880,  San  Francisco,  California. 

2403.  OCCA  DODECAEDRON*  (Tilesius). 

Br.  6;  D.  IX  or  X,  7 or  8;  A.  14  to  16;  P.14  or  15;  V.  3 (1,2);  C.  1,11,1; 
vertebrae  13  4-  26  = 39.  Pyloric  caeca  5 (1  individual).  Lateral  line  with 
37  or  38  pores.  Body  as  far  as  middle  of  first  dorsal  depressed,  becoming 
gradually  compressed  behind.  Caudal  peduncle  short,  5 to  7 dorsal  and 

* Diagnosis : Body  moderately  elongate,  tapering  nearly  uniformly  from  head  to  caudal, 
depressed,  8-hedral;  peduncle  6-ljedral,  compressed  posteriorly ; depth  of  body  | of  width, 
the  latter  at  base  of  pectorals  6 in  length.  Head  broad,  much  depressed,  4^.  Plates  in 
dorsal  series  40 ; between  occiput  aud  hrst  dorsal  8 or  9 ; between  dorsals  3 to  5 ; irom 
ventrals  to  anal  13  to  15  pairs.  One  barbel  at  tip  of  each  maxillary ; gill  membranes  free. 
Median  rostral  plate  wanting;  nasal  spines  minute,  usually  absent;  no  supraocular  or 
occipital  spines.  Brownish  olivaceous,  with  several  indistinct  cross  bars;  dorsal  fins 
with  2 black  bars. 


Jordan  and  Everma^in . — Fishes  of  North  Aincrica.  2045 


3 or  4 ventral  median  plates,  compressed,  hexagonal.  iSliort  blunt  spines 
present  on  the  dorsolateral  series  from  a little  in  front  of  first  dorsal  to 
middle  of  second  dorsal,  none  on  median  dorsal  plates  of  peduncle; 
sharper  spines  on  the  superior  lateral  series  from  near  head  to  near  caudal ; 
the  very  low  ridges  of  the  inferior  lateral  and  ventrolateral  series  bear  a 
few  spines  near  middle  of  body;  plates  of  the  median  lateral  (lateral 
line)  series  nearly  as  large  as  those  of  the  adjoining  series,  about  a dozen 
of  the  most  anterior  bearing  small  spines;  5 or  6 pairs  of  plat(“s  between 
last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  tirst  median  plate,  and  about  5 pairs  between 
last  anal  ray  and  first  median  plate;  a strong  sinuous  ridge  of  plates  from 
lower  end  of  base  of  pectoral  to  isthmus;  a small  median  ridge  on  breast, 
of  2 small  plates  in  front  of  bases  of  ventrals,  followed  anteriorly  by  a 
median  series  of  3 or  4 larger  single  plates;  between  this  and  the  edge 
the  breast  is  covered  with  small,  thin,  distinct  plates  with  numerous  small 
tubercles  interspersed;  the  brauchiostegal  membrane  posteriorly  and 
medially  and  anterolaterally  covered  with  small  plates  and  prickles; 
whole  underside  of  mandible  with  small  plates  and  some  prickles  or 
tubercles;  4 or  5 large  plates  in  front  of,  and  a number  of  minute  plates 
or  prickles  on  base  of  pectoral  fin.  Membrane  behind  and  around  vent 
and  between  vent  and  ventrals  with  a variable  number  of  small  plates, 
but  mostly  with  numerous  prickles  or  tubercles.  Vent  a little  farther 
removed  from  base  of  ventrals  than  usual  in  the  Agonoids.  An  elongate 
triangular  space  behind  pectoral,  between  the  inferior  and  ventrolateral 
series,  naked.  Top  of  head,  median  dorsal,  and  2 adjacent  faces  of  body 
granulated.  Head  much  depressed,  broad  behind,  tapering,  its  depth  f 
its  width,  the  latter  about  6 in  length  of  body.  Orbits  small,  nearly  cir- 
cular, the  longitmlinal  diameter  a little  more  than  4 in  head;  interorbital 
space  concave,  wide,  equal  to  snout,  nearly  equal  to  orbit;  supraocular, 
occi])ital,  and  temporal  ridges  low,  spineless;  checks  nearly  vertical,  sub- 
orbital ridg(‘  hardly  devidopiul,  spineless;  a large,  heavy  tubercle  or 
spine  projecting  from  preopercle  at  an  angle  of  45°;  below  this  1 or  2 
Hat  small  ones;  no  plates  on  cheeks;  mouth  very  oblique,  maxillary 
reaching  front  of  pupil;  teeth  in  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines. 
Dorsals  long,  tbeir  membranes  sometimes  continuous;  anal  very  long, 
beginning  a little  behind  middle  of  first  dorsal;  pectorals  a little  more 
than  4 in  length  of  body,  tbeir  base  34  in  their  length,  with  14  or  15 
graduated  rays  (a  few  of  the  uppermost  shorter) ; ventrals  of  female 
about  iV  those  of  male;  the  latter  less  than  2 in  pectorals,  about  f of 
heail;  caudal  3 times  as  long  as  wide  at  base.  Color  brownish  olivaceous, 
pale  below;  a much-interrupted,  indefinite  dark  band  from  angle  of 
month,  under  orbit,  across  preopercles,  above  pectorals,  and  along  lateral 
line;  a few  indistinct  cross  bars  on  back;  dorsals  with  a broad  dark  band 
along  the  edge  and  a parallel  one  across  the  middle,  otherwise  white; 
caudal  dusky;  anal  dusky  near  the  posterior  end;  pectorals  transversely 
barred  by  about  6 series  of  black  points  or  short  streaks  on  rays;  ventrals 
pale  in  female,  the  membrane  black  in  male;  head  and  lips  with  numer- 
ous minute  black  spots  and  streaks.  North  Pacific,  Kamchatka,  south  to 
Bristol  Bay,  coast  of  Alaska,  in  10  to  15  fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  Here 
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described  from  specimens  from  Bristol  Bay.  {daod exceed po^,  having  12 
surfaces  or  sides.) 

On  these  specimens  Dr.  Gilbert  has  the  following  notes : 

“ A few  specimens  taken  in  Bristol  Bay  in  4^  to  14  fathoms.  In  males  the 
colors  are  much  brighter  than  in  females,  recalling  O.  verrucosa.  The 
bars  on  dorsal  fins  are,  in  males,  intense  black  and  bright  white,  instead 
of  olive  brown  and  whitish  as  in  females;  males  show  also  a larger  black 
patch  on  last  anal  rays,  and  have  the  interradial  membrane  of  ventral  jet- 
black;  in  none  of  our  specimens  does  the  caudal  fin  show  transverse  lines 
of  brown  points,  as  described  by  Cuvier  ; in  both  males  and  females  the 
caudal  is  dusky  or  black,  the  median  rays  lighter,  the  outer  ones  white. 
D.  IX  or  X,  7 or  8;  A.  14  to  16.”  (debdexa,  twelve ; edpa,  surface,  side.) 

Agonus  dodeeaedron,  Tilesitjs,  Mem.  AcacL  Petersl).,  iv,  pi.  13, 1810,  Kamchatka  (Coll.tV.  T. 
Tilesius) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  214, 1860. 

Phalangintes  loricatux,  Pallas.  Zoog.  Eo.sso- A.siat.,  in,  114,  taf.  19, 1811,  Kamchatka. 
As2)idophorus  dodecaedrus,  Cuvier  A V alenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  209, 1829. 
Brachyopsis  dodecaedras,  Jordan  6c  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  723, 1883. 


764.  BRACHYOPSIS,  Gill. 

Brachyopsis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Hat.  Sci.  Phila.,  xiii,  1861, 167,  259  (rostratus). 

Siphagonus,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitrage,  v,  140,  Sitzh.  Acad.  lYiss.  "Wien,  Lxxiv,  July, 
1876  (segaliensis) . 

Body  moderately  elongate,  tapering  nearly  uniformly  from  head  to  cau- 
dal; depressed,  8-hedral  (6-hedral  on  peduncle) ; depth  about  8,  width 
about  6 in  length ; head  broad,  depressed,  about  44  to  5 in  standard  length. 
Snout  long,  almost  tubular,  bearing  the  short  jaws  at  the  end.  Plates  in 
dorsal  series  about  35  to  40  or  more;  a barbel  at  tip  of  each  maxillary; 
median  rostral  plate  none;  nasal  spines  minute  or  absent;  supraocular 
and  occipital  spines  none;  gill  membranes  united,  free  from  isthmus;  anal 
fin  long,  with  12  or  13  rays,  first  dorsal  usually  long;  mouth  oblique, 
lower  jaw  projecting;  teeth  present  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  at 
least  some  of  the  plates  on  body  spinous ; plates  on  breast  usually  with 
interspersed  small  yirickles  or  tubercles.  {(5paxvi,  short;  o^zc,  face.) 

a.  Aual  rays  13;  dorsal  spines  8;  body  fusiform,  broad  at  the  breast,  the  tail  very 
slender.  rostratus,  2404. 

aa.  Aual  rays  12;  body  slender;  eye  behind  middle  of  head;  2 spines  on  suborbital. 

segaliensis,  2405. 


2404.  BR.iCHYOPSIS  ROSTR.4TUS  * (Tilesius). 

Br.  6;  D YIII,  8;  A,  1.3  ; C.  10;  P.  14;  V,  I,  2.  Body  more  elongate  than 
in  Agonus  cataphractus,  the  tail  very  slender,  the  body  distinctly  fusiform, 

* Diagnosis.  Lateral  line  36.  Body  more  fusiform  than  in  other  species  of  this  genus, 
very  robust  in  front  ot  the  middle."  tapering  to  the  slender  tail.  Head  triangular  and 
pointed,  as  seen  trom  above,  the  mouth  quite  narrow;  eyes  small,  well  forward;  head 
considerably  depressed,  snout  without  spine;  a .short  flap  at  angle  of  mouth;  scales  not 
A'ery  rough;  gill  membranes  free  from  isthmus:  ventrals  quite  short:  breast  Avith  a 
median  row  of  raised  coiiA^ex  plates ; a row  of  .similar  plates  bordering  edge  of  gill  open- 
ing. the  three  series  forming  aA-shaped  ligure,  the  interstices  tilled  with  very  .small 
plates.  This  diagnosis  from  Bering  .Sea  specimens  obtained  by  Dr.  Bean.  (Jordan  6c 
Gilbert.) 
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widest  between  pectorals ; moutb  short  obliqne,  the  maxillary  not  reaching 
to  below  eye;  profile  straight,  cranium  flat  above,  the  eyes  prominent;  no 
spines  on  the  orbit;  preopercle  with  3 spines  on  its  vertical  margin;  2 
on  the  lower  border  of  the  large  snborbital ; trunk  8-angled ; tail  6-angled. 
Plates  more  numerous  than  in  Agonus,  40  on  each  upper  range  from  nape 
to  point  of  their  union ; numbers  in  the  other  rows  in  i)roportion ; upper 
series  with  their  ridges  rather  sharp,  lower  with  obtuse  ridges;  2 series 
of  abdomen  separated  by  dilatable  skin;  no  barbels  on  gill  membranes. 
Pectorals  longer  and  dorsals  farther  back  than  in  0.  dodecaedron  or  Podothc- 
cus  acipenserinufi.  Lower  rays  of  pectoral  larger  than  the  others;  anal 
longer  than  second  dorsal,  beginning  under  middle  of  first  dorsal;  length 
10  inches.  (Tilesius,  as  quoted  by  Cuvier  & Valenciennes.)  The  figure  of 
Tilesius  shows  a tubular  compressed  snout,  with  the  short  mouth  at  the 
end  and  a very  wide  back,  mesially  concave.  Specimens  from  Petropaul- 
ski  have  the  eye  2f  in  snout;  mandible  2^  in  head;  maxillary  4f^;  snout  3; 
pectoral  nearly  as  long  as  head;  breast  with  large  plates  in  3 dividing 
rows,  with  smaller  ones  between.  Tail  very  slender,  not  spinous;  body 
chubby,  the  greatest  width  2:^,  greatest  depth  2^  in  head;  head  nearly  5 
in  body.  Scales  44.  Teeth  minute.  The  species  is  intermediate  in  form 
between  Occa  dodecaedron  and  Pallasina  harhata.  Several  specimens  from 
Shaua  Bay,  Iturup  Island,  show  the  following  characters:  Dorsal  face 
Avider  than  in  either  and  deeply  concave;  snout  elongate,  depressed,  its 
width  taken  at  middle  of  its  length  \ greater  than  its  depth  at  same  jioint, 
and  4 its  length,  measured  from  tip  of  loAver  jaAv;  lower  jaw  much  longer 
than  upper,  the  symphysis  entering  upper  profile  of  snout,  vertically  fur- 
rowed at  tip ; maxillary  not  reaching  orbit,  4 in  head;  preorbital  elongate, 
with  a lengthwise  ridge  which  divides  anteriorly,  the  branches  not  ter- 
minating in  spines,  the  edge  of  preorbital  entire;  anterior  nostril  in  a 
short  tube.  Teeth  all  minute,  present  on  jaws  and  vomer,  often  absent 
on  palatines,  sometimes  present  in  a small  patch  on  extreme  anterior  end. 
Suborbital  stay  without  spine,  forming  a gibbous  striated  protuberance 
on  middle  of  cheek,  between  which  and  the  horizontal  edge  of  preop(U*clo 
is  a series  of  three  or  four  small  plates;  2 strong  diverging  spines  at 
angle  of  i)reopercle;  a shorter  spine  below  them;  orbital  margins  ele- 
vated superiorlj'’  and  posteriorly;  inte’rorbital  space  very  narrow,  grooved 
and  longitiuliually  striated,  its  width  equalling  4 diameter  of  orbit,  which 
is  6 in  head;  no  spines  on  top  of  head,  the  ridg<‘S  low  and  rounded. 
Head  4f  to  4§  in  length;  Avidth  of  body  84  to  8^;  length  of  caudal  ped- 
uncle 3|^  to  4.  Body  anteriorly  hexagonal,  the  upj)er  lateral  ridge  becom- 
ing obsolete  immediately  in  front  of  spinous  dorsal;  lower  lateral  ridge 
also  becoming  rounded  and  obsolescent  anteriorly;  dorsal  face  widening 
ra])idly  from  occiput  to  front  of  spinous  dorsal  where  its  width  equals 
snout;  it  gradually  narrows  posteriorly,  the  dorsal  ridges  becoming  con- 
fluent at  a point  much  nearer  base  of  caudal  than  end  of  second  dorsal; 
ventral  ridges  spineless,  the  lateral  ridges  Avith  short  spinous  points,  often 
distinguishable  with  difficulty;  dorsal  series  anteriorly  Avith  stronger 
spines  Achich  rapidly  diminish  posteriorly;  branchiostegal  and  gular 
membranes  Avithout  plates ; plates  on  body  without  the  minute  prickles 
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so  characteristic  of  Occa  verrucosa  and  0.  dodccacdron;  breast  covered  with 
polygonal  plates,  a series  elevated  to  form  a median  ridge,  the  marginal 
plates  also  prominent;  prepectoral  area  wide,  with  4 prominent  plates, 
the  uppermost  hearing  a short  spine  posteriorly;  in  the  dorsal  series  of 
plates,  10  lie  in  advance  of  first  dorsal,  11  between  origins  of  first  and 
second  dorsals,  9 or  10  along  base  of  second  dorsal,  6 to  9 between  second 
dorsal  and  the  point  of  confiuence  of  the  dorsal  series,  and  5 to  7 between 
the  latter  point  and  base  of  caudal;  total  number  of  plates  in  dorsal 
series  43  to  45,  in  6 specimens  examined.  Pectorals  long  and  narrow,  1^  in 
head;  dorsal  with  8 (rarely  9)  spines  and  8 soft  rays;  anal  with  13  (rarely 
14)  rays;  pectoral  with  14  rays.  Color  dusky  above,  marked  with  small 
black  spots  and  lines;  white  below,  growing  dusky  posteriorly;  caudal 
blackish;  ventrals  white;  anal  white,  with  the  last  rays  dusky;  dorsals 
and  pectorals  with  the  rays  finely  dotted  with  black.  North  Pacific, 
recorded  from  Saghalien,  Gulf  of  Aniva,  Petropaulski,  and  the  Kuril 
Islands,  (ros/ra/as,  pertaining  to  the  rostrum  or  snout;  “not  because  it 
has  a beak,  but  because  its  head  and  snout  are  more  contracted  than  in 
the  others.”) 

Agom(S  rostratus,  TiLESirs,  M^m.  Acad.  Petersb.,  iv,  1810,  pi.  14,  Saghalien,  Gulf  of 
Aniva.  (Coll.  Tileshis.) 

Phalangistes  /usiformis,  Pallas,  Zoog.  Eosso-A.siat.,  iii,  116,  1811,  Saghalien,  Gulf  of 
Aniva;  Kuril  Islands.  (Coll.  Steller  &.  Merk.) 

Agomis  rostratus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  214, 1860. 

Aspidophortis  rostratus,  Cuvier  <fc  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  212, 1829. 
Brachyopsis  rostratus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis.  726,  1883;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fishes  N. 
A.,  113, 1885. 

2405.  BRACHYOPSIS  SEGALIEXSIS  (Tilesius). 

D.  VII,  8;  A.  12;  C.  10;  P.  14;  V.  I,  2.  Form  resembling  Brachyopsis 
rostratus,  but  the  tail  shorter ; body  depressed ; eye  behind  middle  of  head ; 
2 spines  on  suborbital,  and  some  others  about  eyes ; dorsals  contiguous ; 
anal  longer  than  second  dorsal;  pectorals  large;  no  barbels  under  throat; 
gill  membranes  and  barbels  at  chin  uudescribed,  probably  as  in  Brachy- 
opsis rostratus.  Yellowish  brown;  fins  with  black  bands.  Length  7 
inches.  Island  of  Saghalien.  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes.)  Not  seen  by 
recent  writers.  (Name  from  Saghalien.) 

Syngnathus  segaliensis,  Tilesius,  Mem.  Soc.  Imp.  Nat.  de  Moscow,  li,  216,  pi.  14, 1810,  Bay  of 
Patience,  Saghalien.  (Coll.  Krusenstern.) 

Siphagonus  segaliensis,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitriige,  v,  140,  and  Sitzb.  der  k.  Acad,  der 
■\Viss.,  Lxxiv.,  1876;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  723, 1883. 

Agonus  Tilesius,  Mem.  Acad.  Petersb.,  iv,  436, 1810,  Saghalien ; Cuvier  & Va- 

lenciennes, Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  214, 1829. 

Phalangistes  Icevigatus,  Pallas,  Zoog.  Rosso-Asiat.,  iii,  116, 1811. 

765.  PALLASINA,*  Cramer. 

Pallasina.  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 815  (barhata). 

Form  of  Syngnathus  or  Sijjhostoma;  body  slender,  depressed;  4-hedral 
anteriorly,  8-hedral  under  dorsals ; 6-hedral  on  peduncle ; snout  produced 

* The  genus  Siphagomis,  Steindachner,  was  expressly  based  on  Agonus  segaliensis.  The 
name  can  not  be  used  for  this  group. 
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in  a tube;  lo-^iver  jaw  projecting  beyond  upper,  tnnied  upward  at  tip,  a 
long  barbel  at  the  symphysis;  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  a single  row  on 
palatines ; gill  membranes  free  from  isthmus,  united ; both  dorsals  present ; 
ventrals  very  short ; plates  of  body  slightly  keeled,  without  spines ; verte- 
brie  about  45.  (Named  for  Petrus  Simon  Pallas,  naturalist  and  explorer, 
the  accomplished  author  of  Zoographia  Rosso- Asiatica,  1811.) 

a.  Three  plates  in  front  of  ventrals;  barbel  long.  baebata,  2406. 

aa.  Two  plates  in  front  of  ventrals;  barbel  short.  aix,  2407. 

2406.  PALL.\SI\A  BAKBATA  (Steindachner). 

Br.  5;  D.  YItoIX,  7;  A.  9 to  12;  P.  12;  V.  3(1,  2);  C.  11;  lateral  line  45 
or  46;  vertebra?  15 -f  30  = 45.  Pyloric  cteca  6 (1  individual).  Body  slightly 
depressed  in  front,  dejith  at  base  of  pectorals  ^ or  ^ of  width,  slender, 
width  about  11  in  length.  Ridges  of  the  dorso  and  ventro  lateral  series 
strong,  the  dorsal  and  lateral  halves  of  the  plat(*s  form  a right  angle;  no 
ridge  on  the  inferior  lateral  row  and  the  plates  of  the  superior  lateral  row 
absent  anteriorly,  so  that  the  body  is  4-hedral  in  front  of  first  dorsal,  with 
dorsal  and  ventral  faces  Hat  or  a little  concave  and  the  lateral  convex. 
Under  first  dorsal,  the  superior  lateral  series  begins  with  keeled  plates,  the 
ridge  of  the  inferior  lateral  series  becoming  more  prominent,  so  that  under 
the  dorsals  the  body  is  8-hedral;  dorsal  and  ventral  faces  grooved,  and 
depth  e([ualing  length.  Caudal  peduncle  strongly  depressed,  nearly 
4-hedral  (median  dorsal  and  ventral  ridges  extremely  low) ; 45  or  46  plates 
in  the  dorsal  series,  4 pairs  between  dorsals,  12  to  13  pairs  from  ventrals 
to  anal,  5 to  9 pairs  between  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  first  median 
ventral  plate ; 3 or  4 large  plates  in  a median  longitudinal  row  on  breast, 
witli  about  1 row  of  4 or  5 small  ones  between  it  and  the  series  forming 
the  edge  of  breast;  plates  radially  striated  and  a little  elevated  at  the 
center;  none  between  ventrals  and  vent.  Membrane  behind  vent  without 
plates  (or  as  many  as  19,  Steindachner’s  excellent  figure).  Branchiostegal 
membrane  naked  posteriorly,  2 or  3 plates  anterolaterally.  Narrow  nude 
surface  of  lower  jaw  with  a series  of  several  plates;  2 or  3 plates  in  front 
-of  pectoral.  Head  very  long  and  narrow,  gently  tapering,  nearly  as  high 
as  wide.  Orbits  nearly  circular,  the  longitudinal  diameter  about  5i  in 
head  and  2 in  snout.  Interorbital  space  moderately  concave,  nearly  2 in 
orbit.  Supraocular  ridges  moderate,  occipital  ridges  scarcely  defined, 
temporal  ridges  moderate,  all  spineless;  no  suborbital  ridge;  suborbital 
bone  spineless ; a sharp  spine  at  posterior  angle  of  preopercle  and  2 smaller 
fiat  ones  below  this;  a longitudinal  series  of  4 or  5 poorly  developed  plates 
on  lower  part  of  cheek,  between  the  long  horizontal  limb  of  preopercle 
and  orbit.  Snout  long,  tubular,  about  24  iu  head.  Frontal  bones  much 
elongated  forward,  an  additional  bony  plate  in  front  of  preorbital  and  over- 
hanging the  maxillary;  several  small  plates  in  membranaceous  interval 
between  preorbital  and  frontal  in  front  of  orbit.  Posterior  inferior 
angle  of  maxillary  produced  backward,  reaching  a little  more  than  half- 
way to  orbit.  Median  rostral  plate  alisent.  Lower  jaw  long,  curved 
upward  in  front,  projecting  beyond  the  upper  and  entering  profile;  mouth 
oblique.  Teeth  in  narrow  bauds  on  jaws  and  vomer,  about  1 row  on  pal- 
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atines  (Steindacliner  apparently  saw  none  on  palatines).  A single  bar- 
bel of  variable  length  (sometimes  twice  as  long  as,  sometimes  less  than 
diameter  of  orbit)  at  tip  of  lower  jaw.  Gill  membranes  united  behind, 
free  from  isthmus.  First  dorsal  with  12  pairs  of  plates  between  it  and 
the  occiput;  anal  long,  beginning  under  middle  of  first  dorsal;  caudal 
about  3 times  as  long  as  wide  at  base ; pectorals  long,  Sf  to  in 
body,  width  at  their  base  about  4 in  their  length;  ventrals  about  3 
in  pectorals  and  4 in  head  in  female,  2 in  pectorals  and  2f  in  head 
in  male.  Color  reddish  or  grayish  brown  with  innumerable  minute 
black  spots;  ventral  surface  pale,  from  front  of  anal  to  caudal  pro- 
gressively darker  with  minute  black  sjiots;  a dark  band  extends  along 
the  side  of  snout,  across  orbit  and  preopercle,  and  along  the  side  of  body, 
dying  out  posteriorly;  anterior  dorsal  dusky,  darker  behind;  second  dor- 
sal indefinitely  cross-banded  with  short  streaks  of  darker  on  rays;  caudal 
dusky;  pectoral  pale,  indefinitely  banded  with  short  streaks  of  darker  on 
rays;  ventrals  pale  in  both  sexes;  anal  pale.  Vertebral  column  (of  a 
single  specimen)  with  15  abdominal  and  30  caudal  (including  hypural) 
vertebriB.  North  Pacific,  south  to  Japan  and  Oregon.  The  specimens 
here  described  from  Bristol  Bn j (Coll.  Albatross) ; Japan  (Steindachner) ; 
Arctic  Ocean  near  Bering  Strait  (W.  J.  Fisher,  Steindachner) ; Bering  Sea, 
Bristol  Bay*  (Gilbert);  (Tareinsky  Bay  (Barrett-Hamilton) ; Port  Clar- 
ence, Alaska  (Scofield). t A variable  species.  Length  of  longest  specimen 
examined  by  us  54  inches,  (barhatus,  provided  with  a barbel.) 

Siphagonus  barbafus,  Steindachner,  Tclith.  Beitrage.  v,  140,  taf.  5,  Sitzb.  der  k.  Acad,  der 
Wiss.,  Lxxiv,  July,  1876;  Jordan  a Gilbert,  Synopsis,  725,  1883;  Jordan,  Cat., '113 
1885. 

2407.  PALLASIXA  AIX,  Starks. 


Head  from  tip  of  snout,  4 in  body;  depth  3^^  in  head.  D.  YIT,  7;  A.  11 ; 
P.  11 ; eye  5^  in  head.  Month  rather  oblique,  the  lower  jaw  much  project- 


* Dr.  Gilbert  notes  specimens  from  numerous  stations  in  Bristol  Bay  in  to  70  fathoms. 
The  dark  band  on  sides  is  often  very  strongly  marked ; the  barbel  varies  much  in  length. 
D.  VII  to  AAII,  6 to  8;  A.  9 to  12. 

t Mr.  Scofield  gives  the  following  note  on  6 specimens  taken  at  Port  Clarence,  Alaska, 
averaging  about  6 inches  in  length.  We  have  compared  them  with  specimens  of  P.  bar- 
bata  from  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska,  and  find  our  specimens  have  a much  longer  barbel  and 
sliglitly  longer  pectorals.  In  all  other  points  thej'  appear  to  be  the  same.  The  barbel  is 
i distance  from  tip  of  lower  jaw  to  edge  of  gill  membrane.  The  2 dorsals  vary  in  their 
distance  from  each  other.  In  1 specimen  they  touch,  in  the  others  they  vary  in  distance 
the  width  of  1 or  2 plates.  Following  is  the  Tfin  formula  of  the  specimens.  These  speci- 
mens show  a sexual  ditierence.  The  females  have  shorter  ventrals  and  a lower  smaller 
first  dorsal  than  the  males.  Tlie  first  dorsal,  too,  is  without  color.  The  males  bave  larger 
ventral  fins  and  a large  darkly  colored  first  dorsal : 
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iiig;  upper  edge  of  maxillary  slipping  uuder  proorhital  for  its  whole 
length,  its  posterior  end  midway  between  tip  of  snout  and  middle  of  eye; 
villiform  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  apparently  on  palatines;  lower 
jaw  with  a fleshy  tip,  scarcely  produced  into  a barbel,  scarcely  as  long  as 
diameter  of  pupil;  supraorbital  rim  prominent,  making  the  interorbital 
space  deeply  concave;  width  of  the  latter  al)ont  f eye;  2 ridges  from  the 
inner  edges  of  supraorbital  rim  run  backward,  and  are  continuous  with 
dorsal  ridges  of  body ; edge  of  preopercle  with  3 spines,  the  middle  one  the 
largest.  Two  large  median  plates  in  front  of  ventrals  on  breast,  a row  of 
plates  along  each  lateral  ridge  of  breast,  a large  plate  on  each  side  of  the 
union  between  first  and  second  median  })lates,  and  behind  them  a row  of 
small  plates  irregular  in  size  and  position,  sometimes  continuous  and  inter- 
posed between  median  and  lateral  plates,  and  sometimes  allowing  the 
edges  of  median  and  lateral  plates  to  touch ; 11  or  12  plates  in  front  of 
dorsal;  spinous  dorsal  on  9 or  10  plates,  counting  to  end  of  membrane; 
lateral  line  43.  Space  between  dorsal  ridges  strongly  concave,  the  ridges 
coming  together  on  caudal  peduncle,  but  not  uniting,  continuing  parallel 
for  a short  distance  and  then  becoming  obsolete ; upper  lateral  ridge  end- 
ing anteriorly  on  about  the  twelfth  plate  from  head.  Last  rays  of  dorsal 
and  anal  connected  to  the  l)ody  by  a membrane ; space  between  dorsals 
al)out  ecjual  to  the  width  of  a i)late;  front  of  anal  midway  between  pos- 
terior end  of  maxillary  and  base  of  caudal;  pectoral  reaching  just  past 
front  of  si)inous  dorsal ; vent  distant  an  eye’s  diameter  from  base  of  ven- 
trals; length  of  caudal  e(jual  to  head  behind  anterior  ridge  of  pupil. 
Color  blackish,  with  fine  punctulations ; belly  white;  a light  streak  run- 
ning backward  from  eye  to  upp(*r  edge  of  gill  oi)ening;  below  this  an  area 
scarcely  so  wide  as  eye,  darker  than  the  rest  of  body,  its  lower  edge 
sharply  defined  against  the  white  under  parts  of  head;  chin  black;  dor- 
sals and  candal  dusky;  pectorals  light,  the  rays  with  many  black  spots 
which  do  not  involve  the  meml)ram';  ventrals  and  anal  white.  This 
species  diflers  from  Pallasina  harbata  in  having  a much  shorter  barbel  on 
chin,  in  having  2 median  plates  in  front  of  ventrals  in  place  of  3,  and  in 
having  the  plates  between  the  median  and  lateral  plat(‘S  much  smaller 
and  less  regular  in  arrangement.  In  F.  harbata  these  plates  are  about  as 
large  as  tlie  median  plates  and  always  interposed  between  them  and  Int- 
egral plates,  the  arrangement  being  constant.  The  abdominal  ridges  are 
generally  closer  together  in  P.  aix  than  in  the  northern  species.  Puget 
Sound  to  the  Aleutian’^  Islands;  taken  with  the  seine  in  great  abundance 
in  Puget  Sound,  near  Portlmdlow;  the  largest  nearly  5 inches  in  length, 
the  others  about  3.  a goat,  from  the  pointed  beard,  or  diq,  a darter, 

from  the  slender  form.) 

Pallasina  aix,  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  fjSS,  pi.  75,  Puget  Sound,  near  Port  Lud- 
low, Washington.  (Type,  Ko.  5040,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.) 

* Two  small  specimens  were  taken  by  Dr.  Gilbert  at  Cbignik  Bay,  Alaska.  Concerning 
these  he  remarks:  “ We  have  compared  these  specimens  with  the  types  of  Pallasina  aix 
and  can  tind  no  good  differences.  One  of  our  specimens  has  3 median  plates  in  the  front 
of  the  ventrals,  the  other  2.  (Our  specimens  of  P.  barbata  have  either  3 or  2 median 
plates  in  front  of  the  ventrals.)  A few  of  the  types  have  12  pectoral  rays,  hut  the 
majority  have  11.  Fin  formula:  D.  VII,  6;  A.  10;  P.  12.  D.  YII,  6;  A.  9;  P.  12.” 
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766.  LEPTAGONUS,  Gill. 

Leptagonus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  xiii,  1861, 167,  259  (sgnnosissimv s— decagonus) . 

Body  tapering-,  depressed ; head  about  5^ ; depth  7^  to  9 ; width  Gi  to  8 
in  total  length.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  40  to  44;  5 to  6 pairs  between  occi- 
put and  first  dorsal;  both  dorsals  present;  mouth  inferior,  snout  much 
projecting;  teeth  on  both  jaws,  proliably  none  on  vomer  or  palatines;  5 
pairs  of  barbels  about  mouth ; none  under  tip  of  snout ; 1 pair  of  recurved 
spines  at  tip  of  snout;  1 pair  of  supraocular  and  I pair  of  occipital  spines. 
Gill  membranes  joined  to  isthmus.  (AfTrrd?,  slender;  Agonus.) 


2408.  LEPTOGOXTJS  DECAtiOXUS*  (Bloch  A Schneider). 

Br.  6;  D.  Y to  VII,  5 to  8;  A.  6 to  8;  P.  14  to  16;  Y.  I,  2;  C.  24.  Body 
distinctly  more  slender  than  in  A.  cataphraetns  ; its  greatest  breadth,  over 
base  of  pectorals,  about  64  to  8 times,  and  greatest  height,  at  the  third 
pair  of  dorsal  plates,  about  74  to  9 in  total  length,  hence  but  little  de- 
pressed. Yent  nearer  base  of  ventrals  than  in  A.  cataphractus ; about  2 
pairs  of  j^lates  from  vent  to  ventrals  (no  plates  medially  between  them), 
and  9 pairs  from  vent  to  anal  fin.  Distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  vent  about 
4 in  total  length.  Body  anteriorly  nearly  oval,  angular;  abdominal 
region  relatively  shorter  and  tail,  relatively  longer  than  in  A.  cataphractus. 
Body  octagonal ; tail  hexagonal,  depressed,  its  ventral  keel  quite  prominent. 
Ridges  on  plates  of  body  and  their  backwardly  directed  spines  more  prom- 
inent than  in  A.  cataphractus.  Keels  of  the  superior  and  inferior  lateral 
series  especially  sharp  on  tail;  5 or  6 pairs  of  plates  from  head  to  first 
dorsal,  and  10  to  13  pairs  between  ventrals  and  anal;  from  anterior  end  of 
first  dorsal  to  point  of  union  of  the  dorsal  pairs  behind  second  dorsal 
about  22  pairs,  thence  to  base  of  caudal  14  to  17  median  plates.  Head 
about  as  broad  as  deep,  the  breadth  about  1^  in  its  length;  head  about  5^ 
or  somewhat  more  in  total  length,  much  narrowed  anteriorly.  Snout  pro- 
jecting beyond  premaxillaries,  lower  jaw  included;  a pair  of  short 
upwardly  and  backwardly  directed  spines  near  tip  of  snout;  a pair  of 
strong  supraocular  and  1 of  occipital  spines ; interorbital  sjiace  consid- 
erably less  than  longitudinal  diameter  of  orbit;  preorbital  not  covering 
upper  jaw;  suborbital  without  prominent  spine;  no  barbels  under  tip  of 
snout;  mouth  somewhat  larger  than  in  J.  cataphractus,  maxillary  nearly 
reaching  anterior  edge  of  orbit;  5 pairs  of  barbels,  1 near  and  2 at  tip  of 
maxillary,  1 near  angle  of  mouth,  and  1 (bifurcate)  out  on  side  on  lower 
jaw;  none  on  branchiostegal  membrane.  Orbits  quite  large,  their  longi- 
tudinal diameter  about  4 in  head.  Preopercle  with  2 quite  small  spines, 
1 at  its  posterior  angle,  the  other  below  this,  and  1 or  2 smaller  ones  below 
these;  opercle  unarmed.  Branchiostegal  rays  6.  Teeth  fewer  than  in 


* Diagnosis:  Body  tapering,  octagonal  anteriorly,  hexagonal  posteriorly,  a little  de- 
pressed, its  height  74  to  9,  and  its  breadth  64  to  8 in  total  length.  Head54;  pectorals  equal 
to  head.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  44,  sometimes  41-43;  from  occijiut  to  first  dorsal  5-6; 
het-ween  ventrals  and  anal  10-13 ; between  dorsals  6 or  7 ; 5 pairs  of  barbels,  3 on  maxil- 
lary, 1 near  angle  of  mouth,  and  1 (bifurcate)  on  lower  jaw;  1 pair  recurved  spines  near 
tip  of  snout:  1 pair  supraocular  and  1 of  occipital  spines.  Teeth  on  jaws.  Gill  mem- 
branes joined  to  isthmus.  Yellowish  gray,  with  2 or  3 cross  bands,  pale  below.  B,  6;  1 
D.  5-7 ; 2 D.  5 to  8 ; A.  6 to  8 ; P.  14  to  16 ; V.  3 (1-2) ; C.  2-9-11  + 2. 
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A.  caiaphraclus,  present  on  jaws.  First  dorsal,  with  6 or  7 i)lates  between 
it  and  occiput,  with  5 to  7,  usually  5 or  0,  spines,  its  length  considerably 
more  than  its  height ; third  and  fourth  rays  longest ; second  dorsal  distant 
from  first  about  i the  length  of  either  fin,  Avith  5 to  8,  usually  6 or  7,  rays, 
a little  shorter  but  somewhat  higher  than  first  dorsal ; anal  fin  with  nearly  ^ 
its  length  in  front  of  first  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  ending  a little  behind 
tlie  middle  of  the  latter  is  somewhat  higher  than  this  and  with  6 to  8,  usually 
7,  rays;  pectoral  fin,  about  as  long  as  head,  with  14  to  16,  usually  14  or 
15,  simple  rays;  ventral  fin  short,  a little  more  than  i of  pectoral,  rays 
3(1,2),  the  2 soft  rays  of  about  equal  length;  caudal  narrow  and  long, 
about  8 in  total  length,  with  9 long  rays,  and  on  each  side  2 or  3 short 
ones.  Lateral  line,  pores  23  to  25  (Collett),  30  (Kroyer).  Color  yellowish 
gray,  with  2 or  3 large  grayish  broAvn  jiatches  forming  indefinite  cross 
bands,  first  above  base  of  pectorals,  second  under  posterior  part  of  first 
dorsal,  and  third  under  middle  of  second  dorsal ; between  these  smaller 
indefinite  jiatches  and  cloudings;  fins,  especially  pectorals  and  caudal, 
brownish  black  toward  their  tips;  ventral  surface  grayish  yellow;  on 
each  side  of  head  a ipiite  broad  black  baud  from  tip  of  snout  across  orbit 
and  preopercle.  Males  rarer  than  females  (Collett),  distinguished  by  hav- 
ing outer  soft  ray  of  ventral  fin  about  twice  as  long  as  inner,  more  than  4 
of  pectorals.  Young  (according  to  Steenstrup  and  Liitken)  with  a shorter 
and  thicker  body,  its  breadth  about  7 in  total  length,  tail  compressed. 
Head  broader  and  anteriorly  blunter,  Avith  somewhat  oblique  mouth  and 
lower  JaAV  inojecting  beyond  upper.  Keels  of  i^lates  strongly  developed, 
with  sharjA  backwardly  directed  spines;  longitudinal  keels  on  upper 
and  under  side  of  tail  distinctly  double.  Pectoral  and  ventral  fins  pro- 
portionately longer.  Vent  lies  farther  back,  between  fifth  or  eA^en  eighth 
pair  of  ventral  plates.  Arctic  Ocean,  south  to  Newfoundland  and  Nor- 
Avay;  recorded  from  northern  coast  of  Norway,  east  and  Avest  of  North 
Cape,  but  not  south  of  70^  N.  lat.,  Spitzbergen  and  Avest  of  these  islands, 
betAA^een  them  and  Beeren  Island,  and  between  this  and  NorAvay  (Collett) ; 
Faroe  Islands  and  Iceland  (Liitken);  Greenland,  spreading  as  far  south 
as  Newfoundland  with  the  cold  ocean  currents.  Dr.  Reinhardt  has 
shoAvu  that  the  fish  described  as  Coitus  catapliractus  from  Greenland  by 
Fabricius  belongs  to  this  species,  and  that  Bloch’s  statement  that  the  tyjie 
of  the  species  came  from  the  East  Indies  is  erroneous.  It  is  a deep-water 
species,  found  in  123  to  260  fathoms,  at  a temperature  of  -|-1.6°  C.  to  — 1.1° 
C.  (Nordhavs  expedition) ; 50  to  120  fathoms,  in  the  Varaugerfiord.  Here 
described  from  papers  of  Collett  and  Liitken,  and  from  small  specimens 
from  Upernavik.  (Eu.)  (SfiVa,  ten;  angle.) 

Cottus  cataphractus,  Fabricius,  Fauna  Groenl.,  155,  1780,  Greenland;  not  of  Linn^cs. 
Agonus  decagonus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  i,  105,  pi.  27,  1801,  erroneously 
recorded  from  the  East  Indies,  the  type  came  from  Greenland;  Gunther,  Cat.,  li, 
215, 1860 ; Collett,  Norges  Fiske,  40, 1875 ; Lutken,  Foreldb.  Meddel.  Nord.  tJlkefiske ; 
Vidensk.  Meddel.  fra  den  Naturbi.st.  Foren.  Kjdb.,  381,  1876 ; Collett,  Fiske  fra  Nord- 
havs Expeditionens,  Sonimeren  1878,  Christ.  Yulensk.  Selsk.  s.  Forh.,  No.  14,  p,  28, 
1878;  Collett,  Norske  Nordhavs  Expedition,  1876-1878,  Zool.  Fiske,  44,  pi.  2,  hgs.  11- 
12,  1880;  Jordan,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1883,  293;  Lilljeborq,  S\'eriges  och 
Norgea  Fiakar,  Fdrata  Hiiftet,  193, 1883-84. 
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Aspid.o'phorus  spinosissimus,  Kroyek,  Iclith.  Bidrag.  Xaturhist.  Tidskr.,  i,  250,  1844-45, 
Greenland;  Keoyer,  Gaiinai’d,  Voyages  en  Scaud.,  etc.,  Zool.  Atlas,  Poiss.,  pi.  5,  figs. 
2a-2d, 1845. 

Asjndflphorus  malarmoides,  Des  Longchamps,  Mem.  Soc.  Linn.  deXormandie,  tome  ix,  167, 
1853. 

Ait2)idophonis  decagonus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  223,  1829;  J. 
Beinhardt,  Sr.,  Overs,  over  det.  Konigl.  Dauske  A’id.  Selsk.  s.  Forli.,  53,  1830-1832; 
Kroy'er,  Iclitli.  Bidrag.  Xaturliist.  Tiddskr.,  i,  243,  1844-45;  Kroyee,  Gaimard,  A"oy- 
ages  en  Scand.,  Lapnonie,  etc.,  Zool.  Atlas,  Poiss.,  pi.  5,  figs,  la-ld,  1845. 

Agonus  spinosissimus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  il,  214, 1860. 

Leptagonus  spinosissimus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Pliila.,  xiii,  1861, 167. 

Brachyopsis  decagonus,  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  Fishes  X.  A.,  727, 1883. 

767.  PODOTHECUS,  Gill. 

Podothecus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  xiii,  1861,  77,  259  (peristethus=  acipenserinus). 
Poragonus,  Gill.  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  xiii,  1861, 167,  259  (acipenserinus). 

Body  tapering  nearly  nniformly  from  liead  to  caudal,  about  as  high  as  or 
liigher  than  wide  anteriorly ; depth  about  6 to  8 inches  in  length;  head 
about  4,  compressed;  plates  in  dorsal  series  about  35  to  40,  4 or  5 jiairs 
between  occiput  and  first  dorsal  fin;  gill  membranes  joined  to  isthmus, 
without  free  fold;  no  scattered  barbels  under  lower  jaw  or  on  brauchioste- 
gal  membranes;  2 complex  groups  of  liarbels  on  under  side  of  tip  of  snout, 
another  group  at  each  angle  of  month;  usually  a few  barbels  at  sides  of 
pores  under  lower  jaw;  tip  of  snout  with  usually  2 pairs  of  sharp  slender 
spines,  the  anterior  directed  forward,  the  iiosterior  outward  and  back- 
ward. Month  small,  inferior,  snout  projecting  far  beyond  it.  Teeth  on 
both  jaws  few  and  weak,  sometimes  AA'auting  on  1 or  both  jaivs;  none 
on  vomer  and  palatines;  plates  of  body  spinous;  1 pair  of  supraocular 
and  1 pair  occipital  spines;  both  dorsals  present.  This  genus  is  A^ery 
close  to  Agonus,  difteriug  mainly  in  the  spinous  plates  of  the  body.  The 
numerous  species  difter  much  among  themselves.  (;rot)g,  foot; 
box;  from  the  groove  for  the  receptacle  of  the  A'entrals  which  axipears 
through  the  shrinking  of  the  naked  skin  in  preserA'ed  specimens.) 

a.  Plates  on  caudal  peduncle  all  or  nearly  all  armed  each  with  a siune. 

h.  Barbels  below  snout  very  numerous  and  large;  angle  of  mouth  with  many  bar- 
bels. ACCIPITER,  2409. 

c.  Dorsal  raysVIII-9;  teeth  well  developed;  fins  all  very  high,  the  pectoral 
emarginate  in  the  adult,  its  longest  rays  14  in  head;  ventral  long;  anal 
rays  10. 

cc.  Dorsal  rays  XI-8 ; teeth  present ; fins  moderate ; pectoral  not  emarginate ; 
ventral  short ; anal  rays  9.  hamlini,  2410. 

hb.  Barbels  comiiaratively  few  and  slender. 

d.  Dorsal  rays  VIII-8;  teeth  in  upper  jaw  almost  obsolete;  fins  moderate; 
pectoral  not  emarginate,  li  in  head;  ventral  very  short;  anal  rays  9. 

GILBERTI,  2411. 

dd  Dorsal  rays  IX-6;  fins  small ; ventrals  long;  sides  and  top  of  head  with 

very  large  crests;  anal  rays  6.  thompsoni,  2412. 

aa.  Plates  on  caudal  peduncle  mostly  not  ending  in  spines;  fins  rather  low,  the  anal 
rays  7 or  8. 

e.  Teeth  well  developed;  barbels  below  snout  and  at  angle  of  mouth  long  and 
numerous.  acipenserinus,  2413. 

ee.  Teeth  wanting  in  the  adult;  barbels  rather  small  and  sparse;  body  not 
everywhere  deeper  than  wide;  the  caudal  peduncle  verj-  long,  slender, 
and  depressed.  A’ETERNUS,  2414. 


Jordan  and  Everinann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  2055 


240y.  PODOTHECUS  ACCIPITEK,  Jordau  & Starka. 

]Iead  3|  in  length;  deiitli  6^.  1).  YIII,  9;  A.  10;  pectoral  15;  lat- 

eral plates  36;  eye  41  in  head;  snont  2^  • second  dorsal  spine  If;  second 
dorsal  ray  11 ; third  anal  ray  If;  caudal  If;  upper  ray  of  pectoral  1| ; 
ventrals  2^.  Body  elongate,  not  compressed;  head  triangular  as  view(Ml 
from  above  ; the  month  wide,  entirely  inferior,  -shaped,  the  lower 

jaw  shutting  behind  the  upper  Ijy  a distance  e(]nal  to  4 eye;  maxillary 
not  reaching  quite  to  anterior  orbital  rim;  distance  of  anterior  edge  of 
npi)er  lii^  from  tip  of  rostral  spines  a little  more  than  ^ eye;  teeth  in 
upper  jaw  almost  obsolete,  villiform  bands  of  teeth  in  lower  jaw,  wide  in 
front,  becoming  narrow  at  sides;  vomer  and  jialatines  toothless;  a patch 
of  thick  barbels  below  snont  in  front  of  month,  the  longest  equal  to  ver- 
tical tliameter  of  eye,  a similar  patch  at  end  of  maxillary,  about  eipial  in 
length  to  the  shortest  on  snout;  2 short  barbels  on  each  side  of  lower  lip 
between  symphysis  and  angle  of  mouth.  A pair  of  short,  sharp,  rostral 
spines,  pointing  directly  forward;  at  their  base  and  much  wider  apart  is 
a pair  of  spines  which  point  upward,  backward,  and  slightly  outward; 
running  backward  from  these  are  the  ridges  that  bound  the  wide  groove 
in  which  the  maxillary  process  fits;  these  approach  each  other  behind 
and  end  in  sharp  spines  which  point  backward  and  upward,  these  spines 
midway  between  middle  of  eye  and  the  spines  behind  rostral  spines;  a 
pair  of  large  spines  above  posterior  third  of  eye,  and  a pair  of  large  ones 
at  occiput,  these  continuous  with  the  ujiper  ridges;  a curved  bridge 
running  from  superior  orbital  rim  and  ending  in  a small  spine  just  above 
opercle;  a small  ridge  onopercle;  preojiercle  with  a large  spine;  a couple 
of  spines  below  eye  at  lower  edge  of  snborbitals;  running  from  them  to 
tip  of  snout  a ridge  along  lower  edge  of  preorbitals,  somewhat  irregu- 
lar but  without  spines;  interorbital  space  wide  and  deeply  concave,  a 
pair  of  ridges  on  each  side,  converging  forward;  supraorbital  rim  promi- 
nent; anterior  nostril  ending  in  a short,  wide,  conical  papilla,  with  a 
small  opening  at  the  apex;  no  noticeable  depression  at  occiput.  Dorsal 
ridges  converging  from  the  occiput  to  behind  the  soft  dorsal,  uniting 
on  the  second  plate  behind  the  base  of  last  dorsal  ray,  continued  as  a 
single  ridge  on  about  8 plates  Avhere  it  becomes  obsolete;  the  upper 
lateral  ridge  follows  the  course  of  the  lateral  line  to  about  the  middle  of 
spinous  dorsal,  where  it  slants  sharply  upward  and  is  continued  to  tail 
above  lateral  line;  lateral  line  midway  between  upper  and  lower  lateral 
ridges  posteriorly;  a single  spine  above  base  of  pectoral  indicating  an 
obsolete  ridge  between  the  lateral  ridges,  lower  lateral  ridge  becoming 
obsolete  under  pectoral  on 2 or  3 plates  behind  its  base;  abdominal  ridges 
widest  apart  behind  base  of  ventrals,  uniting  directly  behind  anal  base 
and  running  simply  backward,  becoming  obsolete  on  caudal  peduncle;  all 
the  ridges  with  sharp,  recurved  spines,  with  the  exception  of  abdominal 
ridges  behind  part  of  anal;  where  the  dorsal  and  anal  ridges  disappear 
the  caudal  peduncle  assumes  a quadrangular  shape,  the  corners  being 
framed  by  the  spines  of  the  lateral  ridges;  no  row  of  spines  around  base 
of  caudal  or  pectoral.  Fins  all  higli,  origin  of  dorsal  between  the  fourth 
and  lifth  dorsal  plates,  the  fin  to  base  of  last  spine  covering  6 plates,  the 
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membrane  covering  2|  more ; the  second  and  third  spines  the  longest,  a 
membrane  connecting  the  last  spine  to  the  body  for  its  whole  length, 
when  fin  is  depressed  the  ends  of  the  last  spines  reach  to  the  front  of  sec- 
ond dorsal ; the  second  dorsal  to  the  end  of  last  ray  covers  8 plates,  the 
membrane  covers  1 more;  the  second  and  third  rays  are  the  longest,  the 
last  raj^  is  connected  to  the  body  for  about  ^ of  its  length;  base  of 
anal  covering  8^  plates,  the  rays  very  long  and  not  diftering  much  in 
length,  the  last  ray  not  connected  to  body  by  a membrane ; the  fin  begins 
ill  front  of  soft  dorsal  but  is  about  coterminous  with  it,  its  rays  when 
depressed  reaching  past  ends  of  soft  dorsal,  reaching  6 plates  past  base  of 
its  last  ray;  pectorals  barely  reaching  to  tip  of  last  dorsal  spine,  the  fin 
pointed  above,  first  and  second  rays  the  longest,  the  lower  rays  produced 
beyond  the  membrane,  making  a notch  in  posterior  outline  of  fin;  origin 
of  ventrals  directly  below  base  of  pectoral,  their  tips  reaching  6 plates 
beyond  their  base;  caudal  long  and  truncated;  vent  directly  behind  base 
of  ventrals.  Color  light  brown  above,  white  below;  back  with  many 
narrow  brown  bars  placed  at  irregular  distances  apart;  head  with  many 
blended  brown  spots,  1 under  eye,  1 on  front  margin  of  eye,  1 or  2 on  top 
of  head,  1 behind  eye,  1 on  preorbital,  a similar  spot  on  base  of  pectoral 
rays ; pectoral  dusky ; first  dorsal  with  3 rows  of  spots  across  the  rays, 
a very  narrow  brown  border  to  fin,  second  dorsal  with  similar  spots,  not 
arranged  in  rows;  anal  light  above,  uniform  brown  below;  ventrals 
white ; caudal  fin  dark  at  base  and  3 or  4 dark  spots  toward  middle  of 
fin.  Ochotsk  Sea ; one  specimen  collected  at  Robben  Island  by  Captain 
Blair.  It  is  8 inches  in  length,  {accipiter,  a hawk;  in  allusion  to  the 
large  fins. ) 

Podothecus  accipiter,  Jordax  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  816,  pi.  88,  Robben  Island. 

(CoU.  Capt.  J.  G.  Blair.  Type  in  L.  S Jr.  Pniv.  Mus.) 

2410.  PODOTHECUS  HAMLIXI,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  new  species. 

D.  IX  to  XI-8;  A.  9 or  10;  P.  15.  Head3|  in  length;  depth,  not  includ- 
ing spines  of  dorsal  plates,  8| ; width  at  base  of  pectorals  7^ ; length  of 
caudal  peduncle,  from  base  of  last  anal  ray,  2f ; snout  long  and  slender, 
depressed,  produced  beyond  the  mouth  for  a distance  equaling  a little  less 
than  I its  length,  the  tip  formed  of  2 spines,  the  space  between  which  is 
covered  with  membrane ; a pair  of  strong,  nearly  erect  spines  at  their  base, 
between  which  are  2 or  3 very  small  spines  on  the  median  line;  a second 
pair  of  strong  spines  at  posterior  end  of  premaxillary  fossa,  the  ridges 
l»ounding  which  may  bear  1 or  more  pairs  of  small  prickles;  preopercle 
with  a wide  wing-like  crest  terminating  in  a bluntish  spine;  snout  long 
and  slender,  its  lateral  profile  concave  as  seen  from  above  or  below ; sub- 
orbital crest  with  3 very  strong,  backwardly  hooked  spines;  interorbital 
space  very  narrow,  deeply  concave;  fins  all  low;  supraocular  ridge  strong 
and  much  elevated,  the  interorbital  space  deeper  and  narrower  than  in  any 
other  species  of  this  group,  its  least  width  If  in  orbit;  ijostorbital  spine 
small;  ridges  on  sides  of  snout  minutely  serrate;  an  irregular  group  of 
small  spines  above  and  behind  anterior  nostril;  lateral  ridges  of  head 
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with  3 pairs  of  very  strong  backwardly  directed  spines  in  line  with  the 
greatly  expanded  preopercular  ridge;  the  posterior  portion  of  this  ridge 
produced  into  a compressed,  bluntish  process  which  overlaps  the  sub- 
opercle  and  reaches  margin  of  gill  oi)ening;  opercular  and  temporal  ridges 
low  and  sharp.  Teeth  present  on  jaws  in  the  young,  becoming  nearly  or 
quite  obsolete  in  adults;  in  the  type,  17  cm.  long,  a few  weak  teeth  on 
one  side  of  upper  jaw,  but  none  elsewhere ; vomer  and  palatines  toothless. 

A cluster  of  14  barbels  on  each  side  of  lower  surface  of  snout  in  front  of 
mouth,  and  a cluster  of  14  occupying  end  of  maxillary  and  angle  of 
mouth;  each  side  of  lower  lip  with  2 barbels;  gill  membranes  widely 
joined  to  the  isthmus,  without  distinct  free  fold  posteriorly.  Plates  on 
body  with  very  strong  spines,  those  of  the  dorsal  series  the  largest,  but 
decreasing  rapidly  backward,  becoming  much  smaller  than  the  lateral 
series  under  the  second  dorsal  fin ; a median  series  of  short  sharp  spines 
still  persists  along  entire  back  of  tail  after  the  confluence  of  the  dorsal 
series ; the  lateral  series  lower  anteriorly,  the  upper  row  persisting  to  gill 
opening,  the  lower  row  now  becoming  obsolete  about  4 plates  behind 
axil;  the  abdominal  series  bear  short  sharp  spines  (longer  in  the  young), 
becoming  obsolete  along  anterior  portion  of  anal  fin ; of  the  dorsal  series, 

4 are  in  front  of  the  first  dorsal,  10  (or  94)  along  base  of  first  dorsal,  1 (or 
14)  between  dorsals,  9 along  base  of  second  dorsal,  15  along  back  of  tail, 
the  first  of  the  latter  being  the  plate  in  which  the  dorsal  series  first 
becomes  confluent ; anterior  portion  of  lateral  line  running  along  upper 
lateral  series,  gradually  descending  to  middle  of  sides  where  it  runs  on  a 
special  row  of  plates  which  bear  no  spines;  where  the  lateral  line  begins 
to  ascend,  3 of  these  become  confluent  with  corresponding  plates  of  the 
upper  lateral  series ; in  advance  of  these,  5 members  of  the  series  again 
appear  distinct,  considerably  enlarged  and  bearing  spines ; 40  pores  in  the 
lateral  line;  fins  all  comparatively  short  and  low;  pectorals  reaching 
twelfth  plate  of  upper  lateral  series,  the  longest  ray  equaling  length  of 
snout  and  4 eye;  rays  becomfng  rapidly  shortened  below,  the  lower  5 or  6 
slightly  thickened  with  exserted  tips;  ventrals  very  short,  not  exceeding 
length  of  snout  before  mouth,  not  received  into  longitudinal  groove.  We 
consider  it  very  doubtful  whether  such  a groove  exists  in  any  of  the  other 
sx)ecies  of  this  group.  It  has  been  described  as  existing  in  the  types  of 
P.  gilberti  (Collett)  and  P.  peristetliiis,  Gill.  In  both  cases  the  type  speci- 
mens were  in  a poor  state  of  preservation,  and  the  groove  was  probably 
due  to  a softening  of  that  longitudinal  strip  of  the  abdominal  wall,  which 
includes  the  anal  ox>ening,  and  extends  backward  from  the  base  of  the , 
ventral  fins  and  is  interposed  between  the  firm  outer  series  of  ventral 
l)lates.  That  such  a softening  had  occurred  in  the  type  of  Podothecus 
peristeihus  is  evident  from  Gill’s  statement  that  the  ventrals  had  dropped 
out.  This  view  is  rendered  more  probable  from  the  fact  that  P.  periate- 
tliua  is  apparently  identical  with  the  common  P.  acipenaerinus  which  con- 
tains no  such  groove.  We  have  also  examined  2 of  the  type  of  P.  gilberti 
without  being  able  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  the  existence  of  any  special 
groove.  The  dorsal  fins  are  closely  juxtaposed,  the  interspace  including  1 
or  14  i^airs  of  plates.  The  base  of  the  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  is  midway 
3030 52 
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between  base  of  caudal  and  origin  of  spinous  dorsal.  Color  dark  or 
brownish  above,  with  irregular  spots  or  dashes  of  darker,  Avhich  do  not 
lorm  definite  cross  bars;  a black  streak  from  eye  to  tip  of  snout  passing 
onto  lower  side  of  rostral  spines ; a dark  blotch  on  expanded  limb  preoper- 
cle;  a black  spot  on  base  of  middle  pectoral  rays,  the  fin  very  obscurely 
marked  with  dusky;  dorsal  spines  and  rays  with  linear  dark  markings,  1 
or  2 black  spots  near  tip  of  spinous  dorsal  anteriorly ; under  parts  includ- 
ing fins,  unmarked.  Two  specimens  from  Albatross  Station  3653,  oft' 
Shana  Village,  Iturup  Island,  in  18  fathoms.  A young  individual  from 
Albatross  Station  3616,  off  Robben  Island,  18  fathoms,  seems  to  belong  to 
the  same  species,  but  has  the  snout  less  jiroduced  and  the  dorsal  VIII,  6; 
anal  8.  (We  take  great  pleasure  in  naming  this  species  in  honor  of  Hon. 
Charles  Sumner  Hamlin,  late  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
whose  auspices  the  fur  seal  investigations  of  1896  and  1897  were  carried 
on  by  the  United  States  Fur  Seal  Commission. 

Todothecus  hamlini,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Eept.  Fur  Seal  Invest.  1896,  1897  MS.,  off 

Shana  Bay,  Iturup  Island,  Kuril  Group.  (Type,  5662,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll. 

Albatross.) 


2111.  PODOTHECrS  GILBERTI  (Collett). 

Head  about  4;  depth  71  or  8.  D.  VIII,  8;  A.  9;  P.  17;  V.  I,  2.  Body 
deeper  than  wide;  octagonal  to  end  of  dorsal  and  anal  fins,  hexagonal  on 
tail.  The  curved  spines  of  the  dorsolateral,  superior  and  inferior  lateral 
ridges  strong  and  sharp  as  far  as  base  of  caudal.  Ventral  series  of  plates 
spinous  to  origin  of  anal,  uniting  behind  it  to  form  a single  series;  dorsal 
series  uniting  into  1 behind  second  dorsal;  about  12  to  15  well  developed, 
radially  striated  plates  without  tubercles  or  spines  on  breast;  a few 
median  plates  between  ventrolateral  series  behind  vent.  Head  4-hedral, 
tapering,  cheeks  vertical,  orbit  large,  high  up,  about  equal  to  the  concave 
interorbital  space.  Supraocular  and  occipital  ridges  high,  with  crenulate 
edges,  the  former  ending  in  a sharp,  the  latter  in  a blunt,  spine ; suborbi- 
tal and  opercular  bones  radially  striated;  suborbital  ridge  low  down  on 
cheek,  thin,  with  crenulate  edge  and  a small  sharp  spine  at  its  posterior 
end;  preopercle  with  a high  thin  keel  Avith  serrated  edge,  ending  in  a 
strong  blunt  spine;  rostrum  projectiug  far  beyond  premaxillaries,  Avith 
a pair  of  spines  at  tip  directed  forward,  another  pair,  farther  apart,  curA  ed 
backward  and  outward.  Maxillary  reaching  about  to  front  of  orbit; 
lower  jaw  A^ery  short,  broad,  falling  far  short  of  npper.  Teeth  on  lower 
jaw  weak,  few  and  excessively  weak  on  upper  jaw,  none  on  vomer  or 
palatines.  A group  of  barbels  under  tip  of  snout,  another  at  angle  of 
mouth  (specimen  Avith  mouth  in  bad  state).  Dorsals  separated  by  about 
3 pairs  of  plates;  anal  begins  a little  in  front  of  origin  of  second  dorsal; 
pectorals  about  6 in  body,  their  base  nearly  3 in  their  length ; ventrals 
(male?)  about  f as  long  as  pectorals.  Lateral  line  about  35.  Color  appar- 
ently brownish  or  yellowish,  with  well-defined  dark-brown  spots  on  sides 
of  head,  back,  and  sides;  the  spots  largest  along  sides,  some  of  them  as 
large  as  the  osseous  plates,  smaller  on  back;  apparently  a dark  band 
from  front  of  orbits  to  tip  of  snout;  dorsals  Avith  dark  patches;  a dark 


Jordan  and  Evcrmann. — Fishes  of  North  America,  2059 


spot  on  base  of  pectoral.  Kamchatka.  This  account  taken  from  1 of  the 
type  specimens  presented*  to  the  Leland  Stanford  Junior  University 
Museum  by  Dr.  Collett.  (Named  for  Charles  Henry  Gilbert.) 


* The  followiiiii- is  Dr.  Collett’s  description:  1'ir.st  dorsal  8;  second  dorsal  8 or  9;  anal  10 
or  11 ; x)ectoral  15  to  17 ; lateral  line  38.  The  body  is  very  elongated  and  com})res8ed,  rather 
high  in  front,  and  tai)eriug  to  the  tail.  Its  height  (from  A'cntrals  to  first  dorsal  scale) 
equals  the  length  of  the  snout,  and  is  contained  in  the  total  length  about  8 times.  The 
tail  is  compressed,  long  and  slender : its  height  everywhere  greater  than  its  breadth.  'I’lie 
head:  Its  length  is  contained  in  full-gi-own  specimens  4 times,  in  younger  ones  about  3| 
times  in  the  total  length  (caudal  included).  Thus  in  4 specimens  of  ditferent  sizes  the 
proportions  are  the  following:  Total  length  183  mm.,  head  length  3-0(i  times;  total  length 
254  mm.,  head  length  3-73  times;  total  length  277  mm.,  head  length  4-01  times;  total 
length  290  mm.,  bead  length  4-02  times.  Snout  very  long,  3 times  longer  (or  more)  than 
the  interorbital  space  (between  the  bases  of  the  supraocular  si)ines).  I’osterior  part  of 
the  head  comparatively  smootli,  the  interorhital  space  rather  concave;  no  quadrangular 
pit  on  the  occi])ut  in  front  of  the  dorsal  scales.  Eye  comparatively  large;  the  horizontal 
diameter  a little  larger  than  the  vertical.  It  is  containea  a little  more  than  2 times  in  the 
length  of  the  snout,  and  rather  more  than  4 times  in  the  length  of  the  head.  Cirri  on 
lower  side  of  snout  (in  front  of  the  ])remaxillar\ ) and  at  the  angle  of  the  jaws.i  Their 
length  equals  that  of  tlie  eye.  Mouth  entirely  inferior ; distance  from  premaxillaries  to 
tip  of  rostril  siunes  about  equal  to  the  length  of  the  eye.  Teeth  in  the  jaws,  vomerine  or 
palatine  teeth  none.  Armature  of  the  head  much  like  that  of  A.  acipenserinus.  The 
rostral  spines  4,  2 projecting  horizontally  forward,  2 (behind  the  first)  curved  backward. 
A third  pair  on  the  snout  (much  nearer  the  eye  than  the  rostral  spines).  Orbital  ridge 
with  a single  spine  (su])raocular.  no  preocular) ; the  lower  ridge  finely  serrated.  Occipi- 
tal ridges,  operculum,  and  ])r('operculum  as  in  A.  acipenserimis,  hut  the  spines  more 
pointed  and  longer.  Suborbital  with  a double  ridge  at  its  lower  margin,  the  upper  ridge 
with  2 distinct  8i)ines  behind,  and  a third  (sometimes  indistinct)  at  equal  distance  from 
the  eye  and  the  tip  of  the  snout.  Head  with  about  18  distinct  spinco  altogether.  Arma- 
ture of  body ; TlateS  on  the  back  and  sides  of  the  .same  number  as  in  A.  acipenserinus,  but 
the  spines  are  longer  and  curved  more  backward,  and  strong  everywhere  from  head  to 
caudal.  Jletween  the  2 dorsal  keels  and  between  the  2 lateral  keels  there  are  no  traces  of 
another  keel  (as  in  A.  Didsufi).  Hreast  with  about  10  ])olygonal  plates,  4 of  wbich  form  a 
series  on  each  side  and  2 a median  series ; bases  ot  pectorals  and  ventrals  also  surrounded 
with  plates.  All  the  plates  have  a short  spine  in  their  center.  Dorsal  plates  numbering— 


Plates. 

From  occiput  to  first  dorsal (pair) . . 4 

First  dorsal  extending  over do 8 

Between  the  dor.sals do 3 

Second  dorsal  extending  over do 9 (-1 

From  second  dorsal  to  caudal (single)..  15 


The  dorsal  keel  (coalescing  with  the  keel  on  the  other  side  at  the  fifteenth  plate  in  front 
of  the  caudal  tip)  is  consetiuently  composed  of  38  or  39  plates;  the  lower  lateral  keel 
extending  from  lowu'r  base  of  the  caudal  to  base  of  the  tenth  pectoral  ray,  contains  35 
I)lates.  Abdominal  plates  numbering — 


Plates. 

From  ventrals  to  anal (pair) . . 11 

' The  anal  extending  over do 10 

From  anal  to  caudal (single) . . 17 


The  abdominal  keel  (coalescing  at  the  .seventeenth  plate  in  front  of  the  caudal)  is  formed 
by  a series  of  38  ])lates.  Lateral  line  distinct;  38  i)ores.  Fins:  In  the  10  .specimens  at 
present  preserved  in  the  museum  at  Christiania,  the  tin  rays  are  the  following; 


1 D.  8 

2 I).  8 

A.  10 

P.  17-17 

8 

9 

10 

(-16 

8 

9 

10 

16-16 

8 

8 

10 

1.5-16 

8 

8 

10 

17-17 

8 

8 

10 

17-17 

8 

8 

10 

16-17 

8(+l)  8 

11 

16-17 

8 

8 

10 

15-16 

8 

9 

10 

17-17 

First  dorsal  begins  behind  the  fourth  dorsal  ])late  and  has  8 rays  (1  specimen  has  an 
additional  slender  ray  in  the  .space  between  the  2 dorsals).  Its  height  equals  its  distance 
from  the  head.  It  extends  over  8 .scales;  the  first  2 rays  in  the  space  between  the  fourth 
and  fifth  plate.  The  dorsal  tins  are  sei)arated  by  3,  sometimes  by  4 plates.  Second  dorsal 
has  8,  sometimes  9,  rays,  and  extends  over  8 plates ; behind  the  last  rays  is  1 pair  of  plates 


‘ All  the  specimens  are  in  a bad  state  of  preservation  and  most  of  the  barbels  are  lost. 
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Agomis  (jilberti,  Collett,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  London  1894,  670,  pi.  45,  Kamchatka.  (Coll. 

Henry  Lund.  Types,  M us.  Christiania;  cotype,  2783,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 

2412.  PODOTHECUS  THOMPSOM,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  new  species. 

D.  VIII  or  IX-6;  A.  6;  P.  16.  Head  rather  broadly  triangular,  its  great- 
est width  across  preopercular  ridges  greater  than  distance  from  anterior 
end  of  preopercular  ridge  to  tip  of  snout.  Lateral  ridge  on  head  coutiun- 
ons  from  tip  of  snout  along  suborbital  bones  to  base  of  preopercular  crest, 
the  lateral  spines  usual  in  this  genus,  being  represented  by  triangular 
processes  Itorne  on  the  ridge;  preopercular  ridge  produced  posteriorly 
beyond  gill  opening,  but  not  spine  like ; snout  terminating  anteriorly  in 
2 rounded  processes,  each  bearing  on  its  upper  surface  a vertical  crest,  and 
hnely  serrate  aloug  its  margins;  no  terminal  pair  of  strong  spines  as  in 
other  species;  under  side  of  snout  Avith  an  acute  median  spine  directed 
downward  and  backward;  a jiair  of  strong  spines  on  upper  side  of  snout 
behind  terminal  nostral  ridge;  a pair  of  coalesced  spines  behind  the  nos- 
tral  groove;  a semicircular  series  of  spiuelets  below  the  eye;  two  small 
tufts  of  filaments  on  under  side  of  snout,  one  on  middle  of  maxillary, 
and  one  at  its  tip.  A narroAv  band  of  sharp  teeth  in  each  jaw;  Aomer 
and  palatines  toothless.  Gill  membranes  united  to  isthmus  AAuthout  evi- 
dent free  fold.  Orbital  rim  much  elevated;  iuterorbital  sj^ace  narroAv, 
deejGy  concaAm,  its  width  ]^o  diameter  of  orbit;  occipital  ridges  strong, 
eleA'ated  posteriorly,  ending  in  a backwardly  directed  si)ine  Avhich  is  much 
larger  than  those  of  the  body  plates;  occipital  area  narrow,  deeiily  con- 
caA'e,  its  central  portion  sunk  someAvhat  below  level  of  interorbital  space, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  a shallow  transverse  grooA'^e;  a similar 
groove  behind  occipital  spines;  area  between  occipital  and  temporal 
ridges  also  deeply  concave ; a strong  opercular  ridge.  All  the  j)lates  with 
strong  spines,  including  those  of  the  A'cntral  series ; the  weakest  spines  are 
on  the  anterior  plates  of  the  lateral  series ; plates  on  breast  with  central 
spine  and  radiating  ridges;  dorsal  series  with  fewer  plates  than  in  other 

before  the  nui)aire{l  series  begins.  Anal  has  commonly  10  raj's  (in  1 specimen  11) ; it.s 
height  equals  that  of  the  second  dorsal,  and  is  rather  less  than  that  of  the  first  dorsal.  It 
commences  between  the  eleventh  and  tAvelfth  pairs  of  scales  in  the  abdominal  series. 
Ventrals  short  in  the  females,  shorter  than  the  vertical  diameter  of  the  eye;  longer  in  the 
male,  equalling  the  length  of  the  snout.  Each  has  1 short  spine  and  3 articulated  rays,  2 
of  which  are  divided  at  their  base.  They  are  received  in  a longitudinal  common  groove 
('■' Fodothectis”).  Pectoral  has  16  or  17,  rarely  15  rays,  some  of  which  are  sometimes 
branched  in  their  ui)iier  halt,  but  not  always.  The  first  ray  is  short,  about  equal  to  h the 
second  ray ; the  lowermost  rays  a little  thicker  than  the  rest.  Its  form  is  a little  emargi- 
nate,  the  fifth  lower  ray  being  a trifie  longer  than  the  sixth  and  seventh.  The  tip  extends 
to  a distance  from  the  anal  of  2 or  3 plates.  Color:  grayish  brown,  with  dark  spots  and 
shortish  bands ; belly  whitish.  On  the  upper  part  of  the  head  the  spots  form  longitudinal 
bands,  1 of  these  (single)  running  down  in  the  median  line  of  front,  between  the  eyes.  A 
second  (and  more  distinct)  band  e.xtends  on  each  side  of  the  snout  from  the  tip  to  the 
anterior  margin  of  the  eye,  hence  running  under  the  orbital  rim;  in  some  specimens  it  is 
continued  as  a narrow  ring  round  the  eye,  but  commonly  this  is  broken  and  indistinct. 
On  the  opercles  and  the  .sides  of  the  snout  the  si)ots  are  rouudi.sh  and  well  marked.  On 
the  body  also  the  spots  are  roundish,  barely  oblong,  their  size  equalling  that  of  the  pupil. 
They  are  darkest  and  most  distinct  on  the  back,  being  sometimes  almost  obliterated  on  the 
sides.  The  color  of  the  fins  is  rather  indistinct  in  the  badly  preserved  specimens  before 
me.  The  pectorals  have  a dark  oblong  spot  at  their  bases  (from  about  sixth  to  eleventh 
ray) ; the  dorsals  have  2 dark  bars  separated  by  Avliithsh,  and  Avith  the  tip  in  first  dorsal 
also  blackish  (in  second  whitish).  The  caudal  has  a dark  cross  bar  a little  behind  the 
base,  and  a dark  margin.  The  anal  is  apparently  whitish  to  the  margin  in  the  female;  in 
the  single  male  specimen  at  least  the  outer  half  is  blackish.  Kamchatka  (type  speci- 
mens in  the  Christiania  Museum).  (Collett.) 
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species ; 3 in  front  of  spinons  dorsal,  11  (or  12)  along  base  of  spinous  dorsal, 
2 (or  1)  between  dorsals,  6 at  base  of  soft  dorsal,  14  (or  13)  unpaired 
plates  on  back  of  caudal  peduncle.  Tbe  unpaired  plates  with  the  spine 
notched  at  tip;  all  the  plates  marked  with  strong  radiating  ridges  and 
the  surface  of  the  spines  minutely  roughened.  Color,  light  gray  above, 
white  below;  top  and  sides  of  head  with  black  dots  and  dashes;  back 
crossed  by  six  narrow  black  bars.  Distinguished  from  all  other  species 
of  the  genus  by  the  great  development  of  the  lateral  ridge  and  spines  on 
head.  This  gives  the  head  and  especially  the  snout  a much  broader  outline, 
approaching  in  this  respect  Agoniis  cataphractus.  The  species  is  repre- 
sented by  several  young  specimens  in  rather  poor  condition,  the  type 
being  53  mm.  long.  The  outline  and  armature  of  the  head  are  not,  how- 
ever, essentially  different  in  young  and  adults  of  such  species  as  are 
known  to  us  from  specimens  of  different  sizes.  Off  Shana  Day,  Iturup 
Island,  Kuril  Group.  (This  species  is  named  in  honor  of  Prof.  IVArcy 
Wentworth  Thompson,  of  the  University  at  Dundee,  the  commissioner  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  fur  seal  investigations  in  Bering  Sea  in  1896  and 
1897.) 

Podothecus  thompsoni,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Kept.  Fur  Seal  Invest.  1896, 1897  MS.,  off 

Shana  Bay,  Iturup  Island,  at  Albatross  Station  3653,  in  18  fathoms.  (Tj'i)e,  No. 

5667,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  Albatross.) 


2413.  PODOTHECUS  AtTPEXSERIXUS  * (Tilesius). 

(Common  Alligator  Fish.) 

B.  6;  1 D.  8tol0;  2D.7or8;  A.7or8;  P.17  or  18;  V.  3 (I,  2) ; C.  1-12-1 ; 
vertebrip  12 -f  29  = 41.  Pyloric  caeca  7 (2  individuals).  Total  length 
reaches  10  inches.  Body  as  deep  as  wide,  ridges  of  dorso-  and  ventro- 
lateral series  strong,  "while  those  of  the  rest  are  but  little  developed,  thus 
giving  body  a sharply  quadrangular  form  in  front;  dorsal  and  ventral 
faces  flat  between  ridges,  the  lateral  convex.  Behind  middle  of  first  dor- 
sal the  lateral  ridges  become  more  jirominent  and  body  more  regularly 
8-hedral ; tail  6-hedral,  strongly  depressed.  The  strong,  curved,  minutely 
serrated  spines  of  the  dorsolateral  series  grow  smaller  from  occiput  back- 
ward and  disappear  at  beginning  of  second  dorsal;  superior  lateral  series 
spinous  from  middle  of  first  dorsal  to  middle  of  peduncle;  inferior  lateral 
series  spinous  for  a short  distance  from  a little  in  front  of  to  a little  behind 
anal;  ventrolateral  series  keeled,  not  spinous.  Two  pairs  of  plates 
between  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  first  median  plate,  and  2 to  4 pairs 
between  last  anal  ray  and  first  median  plate.  About  20  well-developed 

' Diagnosis:  Body  tapering  uniformly  from  head  to  caudal,  as  high  as  wide  anteriorly, 
width  at  base  of  pectorals  7 in  length;  tail  from  front  of  second  doi'sal  to  caudal  much 
depressed;  head  4;  x>lates  in  dorsal  series  87  to  88;  between  occiput  and  first  dorsal  4 
pairs;  between  dorsals  2 or  3;  from  ventrals  to  anal  10  to  11  pairs.  Gill  membranes  .joined 
to  isthmus  without  fold;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines.  A pair  of  complex  groups  of 
barbels  on  under  side  of  tip  of  snout,  another  group  at  angle  of  mouth,  and  a pair  of 
doulde  barbels  at  sides  of  lower  .jaw.  Snout  with  2 jiairs  of  spines,  1 pair  directed  hori- 
zontally forward,  the  other  curving  backward  and  outward.  One  pair  supraocular  and 
1 pair  occipital  spines.  Color  grayish  brown,  yellowish  below;  sides  with  narrow  undu- 
lating vertical  blackish  streaks. 
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plates  on  breast.  Brancliiostegal  membranes  and  lower  side  of  man- 
dible every wliere  naked;  two  or  3 moderate  plates  in  front  of  pectoral 
tin ; membrane  between  ventrolaterals,  behind  vent,  with  numerous 
imperfectly  developed  plates;  none  between  ventrals  and  vent.  Head 
4-hedral,  tapering  to  a long  snout,  its  width  6f  in  length  of  body,  nearly 
vertical;  orbits  high  np,  about  4^  in  head.  Supraocular  ridges  high,  with 
a very  strong  spine;  occipital  ridges  long,  rising  gradually  and  ending  in 
a single  strong  spine;  temporal  ridges  moderate,  ending  in  a small, 
suprascapular  spine ; suborbital,  preopercle,  and  opercle  radially  striated ; 
suborbital  ridge  low  down  on  cheek,  shelf-like  in  front  on  preorbital,  with 
2 small  spines,  a minute  one  on  preorbital  and  a strong  one  on  preopercle. 
Opercle  Avith  a slight  ridge,  minute  spine  or  none;  interorbital  space 
concave,  about  34  in  head,  flat  between  the  supraorbital  ridges,  covered 
with  skin  and  with  2 minute  ridges  extending  upward  longitudinally 
from  near  the  mesethmoidal  spines;  rostrum  projecting  far  beyond  pre- 
maxillaries,  with  a pair  of  spines  directed  horizontally  forward,  behind 
these  another  pair,  farther  apart,  curved  backward  and  outward.  Snout 
from  premaxillaries  to  tip  of  spine  equal  to  orbit ; maxillary  reaching  fron:^ 
of  orbit;  lower  jaw  very  short,  broad,  falling  far  short  of  upper.  Teeth 
Aveak,  few,  excessiA'ely  few  and  weak  on  upper  jaw,  none  on  vomer  and 
jialatines.  A pair  of  complex  groups  of  barbels  on  under  side  of  tip  of 
snout;  another  group  at  angle  of  month,  apparently  made  np  of  4 subor- 
dinate groups — 1 near  tip  and  2 at  tip  of  maxillary,  and  1 at  angle  of 
mouth  ; a pair  of  double  barbels  at  sides  of  lower  jaw.  Dorsal  fins  close 
together ; anal  beginning  a little  in  front  of  second  dorsal ; pectorals  about 
6 in  body,  their  base  24  in  their  length,  nearly  truncate.  Ventrals  of  female 
equal  orbit,  in  male  tAvice  as  long ; width  of  caudal  at  base  3 in  the  length. 
Lateral  line  37  to  39.  Color  grayish  brown  above,  yellowish  below,  sides 
Avith  narrow  undulating  brownish  black  A'ertical  streaks  in  intervals 
between  plates;  first  dorsal  with  a broad  band  of  darker  along  middle, 
black  edged;  pectorals  with  a dark  bar  near  base;  several  more  or  less 
distinct  cross  bars  of  darker,  formed  by  long  dark  streaks  on  rays;  infe- 
rior third  of  fin  nearly  uniformly  dark;  ventrals  light  in  female,  dark  in 
male;  anal  edged  with  black  posteriorly;  caudal  olivaceous,  tipped  with 
darker.  Length  10  to  12  inches.  Kamchatka  to  Puget  Sound,  in  mode- 
rate depths,  cA'erywhere  the  most  abundant  of  the  family.  Very  common 
in  Puget  Sound.  The  specimens  here  described  from  the  Aleutian  Islands. 
According  to  Dr.  Gilbert,  this  is  one  of  the  most  abundant  species  in 
Alaska,  occurring  everywhere  in  shallow  water  around  the  Aleutian 
Islands  and  in  Bristol  Bay.  {acipenserinus,  sturgeon-like;  Jtcipcjjscr,  stur- 
geon.) 

Agoniis acipenserimis,  Tilesius,  Acad.  Petersb.,  iv,  422,  pi.  11,  fig.  163. 1811.  Unalaska; 

Guxther,  Cat.  Fishes,  ii,  212, 1860 ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  332. 
Podothecus  peristetkus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.  xiil,  1861,  77,  259,  Simeahmoo, 

Washington  Territory. 

Phalangistes  acipenserinus,  Pallas,  Zoog.  Kosso-Asiat.,  m,  110,  pi.  1811. 

Aspidophorus  acipenserinus,  Cuvier  6c  Yalenciexxes,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iv,  207, 1829. 
Podothecus  acipenserinus,  Jordan  &c  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  730, 1883. 

Paragonus  acipenserinus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.,  xiil,  1861, 167. 
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2414.  PODOTHECUS  YETER\US,*  Jordan  & Starka. 

Head  3|  in  length;  depth  7^.  D.  IX,  8;  A.  8;  scales  in  lateral  line 
38  or  39 ; pectoral  15 ; orbit  4^  in  head ; snont  21  ; upper  rays  of  pectoral 
1|;  highest  dorsal  spine  2^;  highest  dorsal  ray  2^;  highest  anal  ray  2f; 
candal  2^.  Body  elongate,  about  as  wide  as  deep  anteriorly,  much  wider 
than  deep  posteriorly;  month  inferior,  the  lower  jaw  shutting  far  behind 
the  upper;  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines  obsolete;  a few  short  bar- 
bels beneath  snout  in  front  of  month  and  at  angle  of  mouth,  their  length 
about  equal  to  pupil,  lower  jaw  very  cavernous.  A pair  of  short,  blunt, 
rostral  spines  pointing  directly  forward ; at  their  base  and  wider  apart  is 
a pair  of  sharp  spines  curving  outward,  backward,  and  upward;  at  the 
posterior  end  of  the  rather  wide  rostral  groove  is  a pair  of  small  spines 
pointing  upward  and  backward;  from  their  base  a pair  of  diverging 
ridges  run  through  the  interorbital  to  above  posterior  margin  of  orbit; 
a strong  spine  over  eye,  and  a longer  one  at  occiput;  a low,  sharp  ridge 
on  side  of  head,  running  from  ocular  spine  and  ending  in  a low  spine  at 
upper  end  of  gill  opening;  a very  low  ridge  on  opercle  not  ending  in  a 
spine;  preopeicle  with  a strong  spine  with  a wide  keel-like  base;  a 
hooked  spine  below  eye  on  suborbital,  from  which  a ridge  runs  along 
lower  edge  of  preorbital  to  end  of  snout,  below  posterior  end  of  rostral 


* Allied  to  Podothecus  veternus  is  a Chinese  species : 

PODOTHECUS  STURIOIDES  (Guichenot). 

D.  IX,  8 ; A.  10 ; P.15;  V. 1, 2.  Depth,  at  nape,  8 in  total  length.  Body  elongate,  octag- 
onal in  front,  much  attenuated,  and  becoming  pentagonal  behind;  everywhere  covered 
with  osseous  radially  striated,  keeled  phnes  which  are  higher  than  long;  the  keels  with 
denticulate  edges  and  terminating  in  hackwardly  directed  spines,  forming  8 longitudinal 
series,  4 on  each  side.  Breast  in  front  of  pectorals  and  median  line  of  belly  armed  with 
smaller  polygonal  plates  with  keels  or  tubercles,  but  without  hackwardly  directed  spines. 
Snout  conical  (not  divided  at  tip),  forming  a strong  projection  in  front  of  mouth,  and 
somewhat  resembling  that  of  the  sturgeon,  armed  at  its  tip  with  2 pairs  of  spines,  the 
anterior  directed  forward  (?)  and  the  posterior  upward  and  backward ; the  bony  pieces  of 
which  it  is  composed  with  their  edges  denticulate,  as  are  the  sharp  keels  of  the  subor- 
bitals; a strong  hackwardly  directed  spine  (closely  approximated  nasal  spines)  on  middle 
of  snout.  Lateral  lino  marked  by  an  interrupted  series  of  small  tubulous  and  osseous 
elevations,  and  lies  between  the  2 adjacent  lateral  .series  of  plates;  commencing  at  height 
of  shoulder  it  describes  a slightly  convex  curve  and  bends  a little  to  run  in  a straight  lino 
to  base  of  caudal.  ^louth  a little  protractile,  with  fleshy  lips,  and  situated  far  behind  tip 
of  snout,  cleft  as  far  back  as  front  of  eye.  Lower  Jaw  with  extremely  tine,  velvety  teeth ; 
none  on  upper  Jaw  nor  on  vomer  or  palatines.  A group  of  long,  unequal,  fleshj*  filaments 
or  barbels  at  each  angle  of  upper  Jaw  and  under  tip  of  .snout ; under  each  branch  of  lower 
Jaw  2 others,  which  are  excessively  small.  Eyes  large,  oval,  on  line  with  profile;  inter- 
orbital  space  a little  concave,  equal  to  “transverse”  (vertical?)  diameter  of  orbit.  A 
projecting  tubercle  or  spine  on  posterior  upper  part  of  orbit,  and  another  on  each  side  of 
posterior  part  of  occiput.  Dorsals  separated  by  an  interval  equal  to  eye;  the  anterior 
longer  than  posterior;  their  form  elliptical,  their  height  nearly  equal  to  that  of  body; 
their  rays  slender,  flexible  at  tips,  especially  tho.se  of  posterior  fin.  Pectorals  large, 
nearlj’'  as  long  as  head : upper  rays  a little  longer  than  those  next  below,  decreasing  grad- 
ually to  tenth,  whence  tliey  increase  a little  and  again  decrease  by  degrees  to  last;  5 lower 
ray.s  thickest,  their  tips  a little  exserted;  rays  all  simple  (not  branched).  Anal  commenc- 
ing under  end  of  first  dorsal,  which  it  equals  in  length  and  height.  Origin  of  ventrals 
under  base  of  pectorals;  they  are  small  (tips  broken  in  the  single  individual),  apparently 
of  3 rays.  Caudal  long,  its  border  rounded,  about  8 in  total  length.  Color  yellowish 
brown,  paler  below,  with  a very  light  black  punctulation  and  more  or  less  regular,  round 
brown  spots  on  head  and  body;  spots  smaller  on  back  than  elsewhere;  a spot  of  same 
form  and  color  on  base  of  pectorals;  pectoral  fins  uniform  yellow;  dorsals  with  brown 
upon  rays;  a dark  border  on  spinous  (dorsal);  a dark,  narrow  baud  from  anterior  bor- 
der of  eye  to  tip  of  snout.  A single  specimen,  10^  inches  long.  China.  (Guichenot.) 
Guichenot’s  figure  gives  1 more  ray  in  anterior  dorsal  than  the  description,  and  gives 
the  caudal  fin  as  strongly  concave  {sturio,  sturgeon;  elSo?,  likeness.) 

Paragonus  sturioides,  Guichenot,  Nouvelles  Archiv.  Museum,  202,  pi.  xii,  fig.  3,  China. 
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groove;  on  this  ridge  is  a triangular  spine  pointing  backward;  between 
this  and  the  suborbital  spine  is  an  acute  outward-pointing  spine  not 
much  widened  at  its  base;  interorbital  concave,  its  width  equal  to  the 
length  of  the  eye,  2 in  snout;  supraorbital  rim  prominent.  Dorsal 
ridge  of  body  continuous  with  occipital  and  supraorbital  spines,  joining 
its  fellow  of  the  opposite  side  posteriorly  directly  behind  the  second 
dorsal,  and  continued  simply  on  caudal  peduncle;  the  spines  large  and 
strongly  hooked  back  anteriorly,  becoming  nearly  obsolete  posteriorly, 
only  traceable  on  caudal  peduncle  by  the  center  of  each  plate  on  the 
median  line  being  slightly  produced;  spines  on  lateral  ridges  with 
stronger  spines  near  middle  of  body  than  anteriorly  or  posteriorly;  2 or  3 
blunt  spines  above  base  of  pectoral,  indicating  an  obsolete  ridge  between 
lateral  ridges ; lateral  line  at  end  of  pectoral  fin  running  along  the  upper 
lateral  ridge  a short  distance,  and  becoming  obsolete  anteriorly;  spines 
of  abdominal  ridge  low  and  blunt,  nearly  obsolete  posteriorly,  the  ridge 
joining  its  fellow  of  the  opposite  side  directly  behind  base  of  anal  fin  and 
continuing  as  a single  low  ridge  on  caudal  peduncle;  a small  plate  before 
base  of  each  ventral,  a median  row  of  3 running  forward  to  gill  mem- 
brane, 3 on  each  side  of  these,  a row  around  base  of  pectorals.  Origin  of 
dorsal  behind  the  fourth  dorsal  plate,  including  the  membrane  behind,  it 
covers  9 plates ; 1 plate  between  dorsals,  the  second  dorsal  covers  8 plates, 
behind  which  are  It  plates;  the  last  ray  of  first  and  second  dorsal  and 
anal  connected  to  the  body  by  a membrane;  upper  ray  of  pectoral  the 
longest,  reaching  to  below  the  ninth  or  tenth  spine  of  dorsal  ridge,  the 
lower  rays  slightly  produced  beyond  the  membrane.  Color  in  spirits, 
reddish  brown  above,  light  below;  narrow,  irregular,  transverse  streaks 
across  back  and  sides,  a longitudinal  dark  bar  along  each  side  of  base  of 
both  dorsals ; a dark  streak  forward  from  eye ; margin  of  spinous  dorsal 
blackish,  soft  dorsal  with  a small  spot  behind,  a dark  spot  on  pectoral 
rays  near  their  base,  and  some  dark  bars  behind  it  across  rays;  anal  and 
ventrals  colorless;  caudal  dusky.  Sea  of  Ochotsk.  A single  specimen, 
about  8 inches  in  length,  collected  by  Captain  Blair  at  Eobben  Island. 
This  species  is  related  to  P.  acipcnserinus  and  P.  gilherli,  differing  from 
the  former  in  having  fewer  and  shorter  barbels,  teeth  on  jaws  obsolete, 
keel  and  preopercle  larger,  dorsal  ridges  without  spines  posteriorly,  and 
the  spines  on  the  preorbital  ridge  different  in  shape.  From  the  latter  in 
having  the  body  different  in  shape,  not  everywhere  deeper  than  wide,  but 
the  reverse  posteriorly ; anal  much  shorter  and  lower,  no  teeth  on  jaws, 
and  the  spines  on  preorbital  ridge  better  developed  and  different  in  shape. 
(Jordan  & Starks.)  {veternus,  an  old  man,  veteran,  in  allusion  to  the  want 
of  teeth.) 

Podothecus  veternus,  Joed  an  & ^taeks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  819,  pi.  89,  Robben  Island. 

(Coll.  Captain  Blair.  Type  presented  by  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to  L.  S.  Jr. 

Univ.  Mus.,  No.  4823-1 

768.  AGONUS,  Bloch  & Schneider. 

Agonus.  Bloch  a Schneidee,  Syst.  Icbtb.,  104,  1801  (cataphractus). 

Aspidophorns,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  ill,  221, 1802  (cataphracUis) . 

Phalangistes,  Pallas,  Zoog.  Kosso-Asiat.,  hi,  1811,  113  (cataphractus). 
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Closely  allied  to  rodothecus.  llody  tapering,  depressed  anteriorly,  its 
depth  6 to  61,  its  width  4:|r  to  in  its  length.  Head  3f  to  4,  depressed, 
about  as  broad  as  long.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  about  31  or  32;  between 
occiput  and  first  dorsal  4 pairs.  Plates  of  body  keeled,  without  spines. 
Mouth  small,  snbiuferior,  lower  Jaw  included;  teeth  on  Jaws,  none  on 
vomer  or  palatines.  Gill  membranes  Joined  to  isthmus,  with  a narrow 
free  fold  behind.  Numerous  scattered  barbels  on  chin,  lower  Jaw,  and 
branchiostegal  membrane;  a single  pair  under  tip  of  snout.  Snout  with 
2 pairs  of  upwardly  directed  spines.  Fins  short.  Northern  Europe; 
ranging  to  Iceland  and  Greenland,  (d-,  without;  yaDvia,  Joint,  i.  e., 
rigid.) 


2415.  AGOXUS  CATAPHRACTUS,  Linnaus. 

(Sea-Poacher ; Pogge.) 

Br.  6;  D.  V or  VI,  6 to  8;  A.  5 to  7;  P.15  to  17;  V.3(I,2);  C.  2(3)-7-2(3). 
Pyloric  emea  5 or  6 (Day).  Greatest  height,  over  base  of  pectorals  about  74, 
and  greatest  depth,  over  preopercles,  about  5 in  total  length;  greatest 
height  about  1^  in  greatest  breadth.  Vent  lies  at  about  i distance  from 
base  of  ventrals  to  anal,  the  distance  between  it  and  tip  of  snout  3^  in 
total  length.  Body  anteriorly  depressed,  appearing  less  so  because  of 
prominence  of  dorsal  ridges;  posteriorly  much  narrowed,  height  about 
equal  to  breadth ; anteriorly,  from  head  to  about  end  of  first  dorsal,  hex- 
agonal ; caudal  peduncle  hexagonal,  with  dorsal  and  ventral  keels;  middle 
of  body  octagonal.  Plates  of  body  keeled,  4 pairs  between  head  and  first 
dorsal;  about  10  pairs  from  ventrals  to  anal;  10  median  plates  on  pedun- 
cle; plates  in  dorsal  series  about  32.  Dorsal  and  anal  fins  lie  in  broad, 
shallow  grooves.  Vent  between  plates  of  third  pair  behind  ventrals. 
Head  broad,  short,  its  length  about  4f  in  total  length;  anteriorly  much 
narrowed,  dorsal ly  somewhat  concave,  ventrally  flat.  Occipital  and  tem- 
poral ridges  each  with  a blunt  tubercle  or  spine.  Interorbital  space 
concave,  considerably  more  than  longitudinal  diameter  of  orbit.  Nasal 
,))one8  large,  fused  together,  covering  the  mesethmoid,  and  armed  ante- 
riorly with  2 pairs  of  upwardly  directed  strong  splines.  Under  these,  near 
tip  of  snout,  1 pair  of  small  barbels.  Preorbital  scalloped  or  tuberculated 
at  its  free  edge,  covering  maxillary.  Suborbital  armed  with  a strong, 
pointed,  outwardly  and  backwardly  directly  spine.  Lower  Jaw  included, 
maxillary  extending  much  behind  the  short  premaxillary.  Mouth  rather 
small,  almost  semicircular.  Numerous  barbels  on  chin,  angles  of  mouth, 
and  gill  membranes.  Eyes  small,  their  longitudinal  diameter  abont  5 in 
head,  that  of  orbit  considerably  less  than  snout.  Bones  of  top  and  sides 
of  head  striated.  Preopercle  with  a strong  backwardly  and  upwardly 
directed  spine;  the  subtriangular  opercle  without  spine.  Branchioste- 
gal rays  6,  the  membranes  united  and  Joined  to  isthmus,  with  a fold 
behind  (?).  Teeth  small  on  Jaws;  none  on  vomer  or  palatines.  First 
dorsal  somewhat  rounded,  with  5 or  6,  usually  5,  spines;  second  dorsal 
with  6 to  8,  usually  8,  soft  rays,  a little  higher  than  first;  (about  3 pairs 
of  plates  between  the  adjacent  rays  of  the  2 dorsals) ; anal  begins  a little 
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behind  beginning  of  second  dorsal,  and  ends  under  the  posterior  end  of 
the  latter,  rays  5 to  7,  usually  6 or  7 ; pectorals  large,  about  as  long  as 
head,  broadly  oval  in  form,  with  15  to  17,  usually  15,  rays,  of  which  the 
lower  are  somewhat  thickened  and  have  their  tips  exserted;  ventrals 
about  i of  iiectorals,  rays  3 (I,  2) ; caudal  rounded,  with  7 long  rays,  and  011 
each  side  2 to  3 small  ones.  Scales  with  37  to  40  pores.  Color  of  back  and 
sides  grayish  brown;  sometimes  with  olive-brown  markings  and  some- 
what marbled  with  darker;  ventral  surface  pale;  3 or  4 blackish  or 
blackish-brown  cross  patches,  of  which  1 lies  about  midway  on  peduncle 
and  1 at  base  of  caudal;  ventral  side  of  tail  pale,  with  grayish-brown 
spots;  dorsals,  pectorals,  and  anal  grayish,  with  blackish-brown  patches 
forming  indefinite  bands.  Males  are  distinguished,  according  to  Nilsson, 
by  a genital  papilla  and  broader  interorbital  space,  which  equals 
diameter  of  eye.  The  yoiTug,  about  1^^  inches  or  more,  differ  in  many 
respects  from  the  adults.  According  to  Steenstrup  and  Liitken  they 
have  a less  elongate  body  form,  its  breadth  about  3f  in  total  length; 
snout  less  prominent;  diameter  of  orbit  about  equal  to  snout;  the  4 nasal 
spines  smaller  than  in  adult,  but  the  keels  on  head  and  the  post-temjioral 
spines  more  prominent  and  sharper,  as  are  .also  the  keels  and  spines  of  the 
plates  of  the  body,  especially  those  on  anterior  part  of  back  and  on  tail. 
Median  dorsal  keel  of  tail,  which  is  single  in  the  adult,  is  double  almost 
to  base  of  caudal.  Barbels  on  under  side  of  head  rudimentary.  Ventrals 
somewhat  longer.  Vent  farther  back,  between  the  plates  of  fifth  pair 
behind  base  of  ventrals.  Sharper  contrasts  between  the  light  and  dark 
colors.  In  young  of  about  17  mm.  (.about  f inch)  Collett  found  head 
4 in  tot.al  length.  Between  second  dorsal  and  caudal  fins  mere  traces  of 
the  embryonic  dors.al  fin.  Tipper  and  lower  jaws  equal.  Plates  of  body 
with  very  sh.arp  and  high  spines;  supraorbital  ridge  with  a high;  sharp 
spine;  both  the  dorsal  and  ventral  median  keels  of  tail  double.  Only 
anterior  part  of  lateral  line  apparent.  In  a young  one  of  39  mm.  (about 
If  inches)  the  upper  jaw  projected  considerably  beyond  the  lower,  and 
the  double  row  of  ])lates  along  dorsal  face  of  tail  was  nearly  fused  into 
one  (after  Liitken).  Total  length  about  8 inches,  the  more  usual  length 
being  6 inches.  Northern  Europe  to  western  Greenl.and;*  recorded  from 
B.altic  Sea;  southern,  western,  and  northern  coasts  of  Norway,  as  far  as 
Eussian  L.apl.and;  Arctic  Ocean,  White  Sea  (Pallas) ; Iceland  and  Faroe 
Islands  (Liitken);  Great  Britain;  northern  coast  of  France  (Gervais  and 
Boulart).  Found  in  6 to  16  fathoms  (except  in  winter),  mostly  on  sandy 
bottoms;  till  lately  not  known  from  American  waters,  it  having  been  con- 
founded with  Lcptagonus  decagonus.  (Eu.)  (cat aphr actus,  xaraqipaHTog, 
mailed.) 

Coitus  cirris  plurimis,  Aetedi,  Iclitliyologia,  Part  iv,  87, 1738. 

Coitus  cataphractus,  Linnaeus, Syst.,  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  264,  1758;  after  Artedi;  Syst.,  Nat.,  Ed. 

XII,  Part  I,  451,  1766;  Faber,  Naturgesch.  der  Fische  Islands,  117,  1829,  Jutland; 

Iceland.  v 

Cottxis  hrodainus,  Bonnaterre,  Encycl.  Metli.,  67,  northern  seas,  after  Olafssen,  1st.  1, 589. 

* The  Museum  of  Stanford  University  has  recently  received  2 fine  examples  of  this 
species  from  Davis  Straits,  western  Greenland,  through  the  kindness  of  Prof.  D.  W. 
Thompson  of  the  University  of  Dundee. 
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Aspidophoms  annatus,  LACliPKDE,  Hist.  Nat.  cles  Poi.s.s.,  iii,  222, 1802,  Atlantic  Ocean. 
(Jalaphractus  schoneveldii,  Fleming,  British  Animals,  216,  1828,  Great  Britain. 
Aspidopltonis  europanis,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  des.  Poiss.,  iv,  201,  1820, 
sandy  shores  of  Northern  Europe;  Richardson,  Fauna  Boreali-Ainer.,  ill,  48, 18:16. 
Agomis  cataphractus,  Bloch  & Schneider,  Sy.st.  Ichth.,  i,  104, 1801 ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  211, 
I860;  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  xiii,  1861,167;  Ll’tken,  Foreldb.  Metldol.  Nord. 
Flkefiske,  Vidensk.  Meddel.  Naturhist.  Foren.  Kpib.,  381  (27),  1876;  Collett,  Nor<;es 
Fiske,  38,  1875;  Mal.m,  Giiteborg.s  ocli  Bolinsliins  Fauna,  406,  1877;  Day,  Fishes  of 
Great  Britain,  67,  pi.  28,  fig.  1,  1881;  Lilljeborg,  Fauna,  Sveriges  och  Norges  Fiskar, 
1883-84. 

Aspidojyhorxis  cataphr actus,  Kroyer,  Danmarks  Fiske,  i,  143,  1838;  Steenstrup  &.  Lut- 
KEN,  Vidensk.  Meddel.  fra  den.  Naturhist.  Foren.  Kjiib.  1861,  p.  277, 1862. 

769.  STELGIS,  Cramer. 

Stelgis,  Cramer,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 821  (vulsus). 

Body  tuperiiio',  depressed  tlirouglioiit,  its  height  about  8,  its  breadth 
about  7 in  its  length;  head  4,  dejiressed.  Plates  of  body  spinous,  about 
37  in  dorsal  series ; only  about  8 median  jilates  on  peduncle ; 7 pairs  between 
occiput  and  first  dorsal.  Mouth  inferior,  snout  projecting  beyond  pre- 
maxillaries ; ti'cth  on  jaws,  none  on  vomer  or  palatines.  One  pair  of  hori- 
zontal and  1 pair  of  recurved  spines  at  tip  of  snout.  Scattered  barbels  or 
cirri  on  maxillary,  mandible,  and  branchiostegal  membranes;  a few  on 
under  side  of  snout,  or  none.  One  pair  preocular,  1 pair  supraocular,  and 
2 (4)  pairs  occipital  spines.  A transverse  pit  at  occiput.  Branchiostegal 
membranes  joined  to  isthmus.  {6xEkyi<i,  or  6rkEyyi(^,  a scraper.) 

2416.  STELGIS  VULSUS  * (Jordan  <fc  Gilbert). 

B.  6;  D.  IX,  7;  A.  9;  P.  14;  V.  3 (1,  2).  Body  elongated,  tapering  rapidly 
backward,  depressed  throughout,  height  f of  breadth,  the  latter  about  7 in 
length  of  body.  All  jdates  of  body  armed  with  spines  except  those  in  anterior 
and  posterior  parts  of  the  ventrolateral  series;  spines  strong  and  recurved. 
Only  about  8 plates  in  median  dorsal  series  of  tail,  but  the  spines  of  the  ridge 
continue,  double.  At  base  of  tail  on  each  side  is  a spine,  between  the  lateral 
ridges ; vent  just  behind  middle  of  length  of  ventrals.  Lateral  line  about 
40.  Ventral  surface  flat  throughout.  Head  acutely  triangular  (seen  from 
above),  depressed,  depth  about  f of  width,  the  latter  about  5f  in  length  of 
body;  length  of  head  about  4;  profile  irregularly  sigmoid,  depressed  at  front 
of  eyes,  thence  nearly  straight  to  tip  of  rostral  spines.  Mouth  V -shaped,  infe- 
rior ; maxillary  reaching  front  of  pupil ; snout  projecting  anteriorly  beyond 
premaxillaries.  Teeth  in  bands  on  jaws,  none  evident  on  vomer  or  pala- 
tines. Maxillary,  mandible,  and  branchiostegal  region  with  small,  scat- 
tered cirri ; under  side  of  snout  with  few  barbels  or  none.  Eye  large,  nearly 

* Diagnosis:  Body  ta])ering,  depressed  throughout,  height  about  f of  breadth,  the  latter 
7 in  length  of  body.  Body  sjiiuous ; only  about  8 medbm  plates  on  peduncle.  Head  4; 
plates  in  dorsal  series  about  37  (number  between  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  first 
median  plate  not  recorded ; all  others  34) ; between  occiput  and  first  dorsal  7 ; between 
membranes  of  dorsal  4.  Gill  membi’anes  joined  to  isthmus.  No  teeth  on  vomer  or  pala- 
tines. Scattered  barbels  011  maxillary,  mandible,  and  branchiostegal  membranes;  a few 
on  under  side  of  snout,  or  none.  One  pair  of  horizontal  and  1 pair  of  recurved  .spines  on 
snout.  One  pair  preocular,  1 pair  supraocular,  and  2 (or  4 ?)  pairs  of  occipital  spines. 
Dark  brown,  with  7 to  9 cross  bars;  tins  mostly  dark. 
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as  long  as  snout,  3f  in  head,  the  orbital  bones  forming  a ridge  around  it; 
interorbital  space  concave,  straight  longitudinally,  with  a longitudinal 
groove  and  2 slight  ridges.  Spines  on  head  highly  developed ; 2 pairs  rostral 
spines,  1 pair  directed  horizontally  forward  and  the  other  pair  behind 
these,  recurved  upward,  backward,  and  outward;  behind  these  a smaller 
pair  projecting  upward  (mesethmoid  spines) ; orbital  ridge  serrated,  with 
a peculiar  spine  anteriorly  and  a supraocular  spine  posteriorly ; occipital 
ridges  with  2 pairs  (or  4 pairs)  of  spines,  sjiace  between  them  roughish, 
somewhat  concave,  with  traces  of  a median  keel ; between  these  ridges, 
at  occiput,  a conspicuous  transverse  pit,  broader  than  long,  longer  than 
deep ; temporal  ridges  more  prominent,  each  with  4 spines,  last  one  very 
strong;  a median  row  of  minute  spines  on  back  and  top  of  head;  subor- 
bital ridge  extending  from  front  of  preorbital  across  cheek,  with  2 or  3 
irregular  series  of  spines  and  tubercles,  and  ending  in  a strong  preoper- 
cnlar  spine ; below  this  on  preopercle  3 or  4 other  bluntish  spines ; opercle 
with  ridge  and  1 or  more  spines ; between  70  and  80  more  or  less  developed 
spinous  processes  on  head.  Branchiostegal  rays  6 ( ?) ; membranes  united, 
joined  to  isthmus.  Plates  between  occiput  and"  first  dorsal  7;  between 
dorsals  about  4 (number  between  the  adjacent  rays  of  the  2 fins  not 
recorded).  Anal  region  beginning  under  end  of  first  dorsal;  j^ectorals 
reaching  eleventh  plate,  with  minute  spines  at  their  base;  ventrals  short. 
Color  dark  brown,  with  7 to  9 darker  cross  bars,  extending  on  fins;  one 
bar  across  caudal,  1 across  posterior  part  of  second  dorsal  and  anal,  1 
across  posterior  part  of  first  dorsal  and  front  of  anal,  and  1 across  front 
of  first  dorsal;  pectorals  black  with  whitish  edging  and  a pale  blotch 
near  base;  other  fins  chiefly  black,  anal  with  whitish  edge;  ventral 
surface  pale.  Total  length  of  known  individuals  reaches  4-]-,,-  inches. 
(Jordan  & Gilbert.)  Deep  water  otf  San  Francisco,  California;  known 
only  from  the  original  type,  taken  in  a parranzella  or  sweep  net,  near  Point 
Reyes,  1880.  {vulsus,  beardless.) 

Agomis  vuUus,Jotidan  Gilbert,  Proc.  T.  S.  Xat.  Mus.,  in,  1880,  B30,  Point  Reyes,  near 
San  Francisco.  (Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert.) 

Todothecus  vulsus  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  730, 1883;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fishes  X.  A.,  114, 
1885. 

Stelgis  vulsns,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 821,  pi.  90. 

Note. — Allied  to  Stelgis  and  Avevrnncus  is  the  single  Antarctic  genus, 
which  may  be  thus  defined : 

AGONOPSIS,  Gill. 

Agonopsis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila.,  xiii,  1861, 167, 259  (cMloensis) . 

Body  8-hedral,  peduncle  6-hedral ; head  depressed,  its  length  a little  more  than  4,  its 
width  5,  and  its  depth  in  front  of  nape  a little  less  than  7 in  length  of  body.  Jaws  nearly 
equal,  teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  and  an  imperfect  row  on  palatines.  Two  pairs  of  spines 
on  snout,  1 pair  preopercular,  1 pair  supraocular,  and  2 pairs  occipital  spines;  a deep 
transverse  depression  at  nape.  Plates  in  dorsal  aeries  about  37 ; 7 pairs  between  occiput 
and  first  dorsal ; plates  of  body  with  curved  spines.  Barbels  under  tip  of  snout,  and 
scattered  on  chin  ami  lower  jaw,  and  sparingly  on  branchiostegal  membrane.  Gill  mem- 
branes united,  joined  to  isthmus.  Antarctic.  {Agonus\  appearance.) 
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ACIOXOPSIS  CHILOE.VSIS  (Jenyns). 

B.  6;  1 D.  8;  2 D.  7;  A.  8;  P.  14;  V.  3 (1, 2) ; C.  2-11-2.  Interorbital  space  concave,  a little 
less  than  diameter  of  eye,  with  a pair  of  sharp  minor  longitudinal  ridges  terminating  at  a 
transverse  groove  behind  ejes.  Snout  does  not  project  beyond  mouth;  larger  margin  of 
suborbital  with  an  irregular  ridge  formed  of  bluntish  tubercles,  the  last  terminating  in  a 
minute  backwardly?lirected  spine.  Limb  of  preopercle  with  3 diverging  smooth  ridges 
dilating  at  their  extremities  into  3 flattened  blunt  points;  opercle  with  a smaller  spine- 
less ridge.  Jaws  about  equal,  the  upper  a little  longer,  with  narrow  bands  of  teeth; 
teeth  on  front  of  vomer  and  a short  imperfect  row  on  each  palatine.  Gill  membranes  not 
notched,  attached  to  isthmus;  gill  openings  large.  Barbels  short,  on  chin,  lower  jaw,  and 
branchiostegal  membrane  (a  pair  also  on  under  side  of  tip  of  snout  in  fig.  1,  pi.  1).  Tem- 
poral and  occipital  ridges  present,  foniied  of  granulated  tubercles  (the  occipital  “tiiber- 
cles”  verj'  plainly  in  the  form  of  2 pairs  of  spines  in  the  figure) ; between  occipital  ridges 
a sUghtly  raised  longitudinal  line ; a dee])  transverse  depression  at  nape.  Temporal 
ridges  end  in  a sharp  point  not  prolonged  into  a spine.  The  carinated  plates  more  sharply 
serrate  than  in  A.  cataphr actus,  the  spines  curved.  (All  the  plates  spinous  from  head  to 
caudal  in  tig.  1,  pi.  7.)  Six  slightly  serrated  scales  forming  on  breast  a somewhat  trian- 
gular patch,  2 single  ones  standing  first,  the  4 others  in  pairs.  Second  and  third  rays  of 
second  dorsal  largest;  anal  under  second  dorsal;  pectorals  rounded,  5 in  length;  ventrals 
scarely  more  than  { of  pectorals.  Vent  a little  anterior  to  a line  connecting  the  extrem- 
ities of  ventrals.  Color  in  spirits,  dusky  gray  above  and  on  sides,  paler  below;  a 
blackish  transverse  band  under  front  of  first  dorsal,  1 under  anterior  and  1 under  poste- 
rior end  of  second  dorsal,  1 in  middle  of  peduncle,  and  a trace  of  a fifth  behind  this; 
body  mottled  in  places  with  blackish,  and  the  fins,  except  ventrals,  are  of  the  same  hue. 
(Jenyns.)  Coasts  of  Chile  and  Patagonia,  (chiloensis,  living  at  Chiloe,  an  island  off 
Patagonia.) 

Aspidorphorus  chiloensis,  Jenyns,  Zool.  A'oyage  of  the  Beagle,  Fish.,  30,  pi.  7,  figs.  1,  la,  lb, 

1840,  Chiloe,  west  coast  of  northern  Patagonia  (Coll.  Darwin) ; Gay,  Hist.  »Chil. 

Zool.,  II,  174. 

Aspidophorus  niger,  Kroyeb,  Ichth.  Bidrag.  Xaturhist.  Tidsskr.  i,  238, 1844,  Valparaiso. 
Agonus  chiloensis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  216, 1860.  Valparaiso. 

Agonopsis  chiloensis.  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  XIII,  1861, 161. 

Agonus  niger,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  215, 1860. 


770.  AVERRUNCUS,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Averruncus,  Jordan  A Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  821,  pi.  91  (emmelane). 

This  ‘renus  is  very  close  to  Stelgis,  with  which  it  agrees  in  the  rough 
armature,  the  presence  of  cirri  on  the  gill  membranes,  and  in  other 
respects ; differing  in  the  presence  of  teeth  on  vomer  and  palatines ; anal 
ffn  \ ery  long,  of  11  rays;  lower  rays  of  jiectoral  exserted.  North  Paciffc. 
{Averruncus,  an  averting  demon,  from  the  armed  head.) 

a.  Snout  rather  long,  the  rostral  spines  protruding.  emjielane,  2417. 

aa.  Snout  shorter,  the  rostral  spines  scarcely  protruding.  sterletus,  2418. 

2417.  AYERRUXCUS  E3DIELAXE,  Jordan  A Starks. 

Head  from  tips  of  rostral  spine.s,  4 in  length  of  body;  depth  7^.  D.VIII 
or  IX,  8;  A.  11;  P.  14;  lateral  line  35;  orbit  4 in  head;  snout,  to  tips  of 
rostral  spines,  3^;  maxillary  3|;  interorbital  6J;  pectoral  If;  second  dor- 
sal spine  2|;  third  dorsal  ray  2^;  longest  anal  ray  2f ; caudal  fin  2.  Body 
elongate,  siilicylindrical,  the  caudal  peduncle  long  and  slender,  very 
slightly  depressed,  about  3 plates  in  front  of  caudal  fin  it  widens  slightly 
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and  is  compressed;  belly  somewhat  jJrominent,  breaking’  the  otherwise 
straight  vertical  outline  from  chin  to  caudal  fin;  dorsal  outline  straight 
from  occiput  to  caudal  fin.  Head,  as  viewed  from  above,  almost  regularly 
triangular,  the  prominent  preoi)ercular  spines  and  the  snout  forming  the 
angles,  its  dorsal  profile  irregular,  much  broken  by^  spines.  Mouth 
inferior,  broadly  U-shaped,  maxillary  reaching  just  past  the  vertical  from 
front  of  orlut ; lips  thick,  covered  with  short,  fine  papilhe ; upper  jaw  pro- 
tractile ; teeth  small,  in  villiform  bands  on  the  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines ; 
the  distance  from  the  anterior  edge  of  premaxillary  to  end  of  the  ros- 
tral spines  is  less  than  ^ the  length  of  snout;  2 cirri  as  long  as  pupil 
under  rostral  spines,  anterior  lower  edge  of  jireorbitals  with  cirri,  a 
group  of  3 cirri  on  end  of  maxillary,  and  a group  of  4 or  5 on  posterior  end 
of  mandil)le,  1 on  the  middle  of  each  branchiostegal  ray,  these  forming  a 
line  from  isthmus  to  opercle,  an  area  on  chin  from  the  mouth  to  the  hyal 
bones  that  is  “ woolly”  with  short  cirri;  2 or  3 on  lower  edge  of  opercle 
and  interopercle.  A pair  of  parallel  rostral  spines  pointing  forward,  their 
tips  covered  with  skin ; behind  them  is  a deep  oval  pit,  on  the  anterior 
outer  edge  of  which  are  a pair  of  spines  that  point  upward  and  outward 
and  are  slightly  hooked  backward ; at  the  posterior  end  of  the  pit  are  2 
spines,  smaller  than  those  above  and  slightly  curved  backward;  a group 
of  4 short  spines  around  anterior  edge  of  eye  and  1 large  triangular  spine 
over  posterior  edge;  the  interorbital  space  is  deeply  concave,  with  a low, 
sharp  ridge  on  each  side  of  the  median  line;  preopercle  very  rough,  with 
irregular  spines  and  tubercles;  middle  of  suborbital  stay  with  a strong, 
hooked  spine ; below  the  stay,  on  the  naked  area,  are  2 or  3 plates  with 
spines  on  their  centers;  angle  of  preopercle  with  a large,  sharp  spine; 
along  the  lower  edge  of  preopercle  are  3 or  4 blunt  spines;  a ridge  of  4 
spines  running  l)ack  from  each  eye  corresponding  with  the  dorsal  keels  of 
body;  below  this  on  each  side  is  a ridge,  somewhat  irregular,  but  not 
l)roken  into  spines,  terminating  in  a spine  that  points  between  the  dorsal 
and  upper  lateral  keel  of  body ; a small  ridge  on  upper  edge  of  opercle 
which  does  not  end  in  a spine;  a few  small  spines  around  posterior  edge  of 
opercle;  a few  minute  sx)ines  along  median  line  of  top  of  head,  the  upper 
part  of  the  eye  covered  with  minute  prickles.  At  the  occiput  is  a deep 
pit,  broader  and  deeper  than  long,  divided  by  a low  ridge  through  its 
middle.  Body  with  4 ridges  on  each  side  formed  by  the  body  plates,  each 
plate  ending  in  a strong  recurved  spine,  except  those  of  the  abdominal 
ridge,  which  are  smooth;  a row  of  minute  spines  along  median  dorsal  line 
from  first  dorsal  to  occiput;  small  spines  following  the  lateral  line;  no 
trace  of  keels  or  spines  in  front  of  ventrals.  The  abdominal  ridges 
widest  apart  on  the  belly,  uniting  on  tenth  plate  in  front  of  caudal 
fin ; dorsal  ridges  uniting  on  ninth  scale  in  front  of  caudal  fin, 
but  the  spines  continuing  double  to  the  tail;  a row  of  sharp,  small 
spines  around  the  base  of  the  pectoral  and  caudal  fins;  dorsal  spines 
slender,  the  fins  highest  in  front,  the  second  spine  the  longest,  its  tip 
reaching  to  the  base  of  the  next  to  the  last  spine,  where  fin  is  depressed ; 
last  ray  adnate  by  membrane  to  the  back;  third  dorsal  ray  the  highest, 
its  tip  reaching  nearly  to  the  last  ray,  where  fin  is  dej)ressed;  the  last  ray 


Jordan  and  Evermann. — Fishes  of  North  America.  2071 


18  very  short  and  aduate  to  the  l)ody  for  the  whole  of  its  hai^th.  Lower 
rays  of  iiectoral  hiis  produced,  extending  beyond  the  membrane,  the 
longest  extending  beyond  the  upper  ray  of  the  fin ; anal  longer  and  lower 
than  soft  dorsal,  ending  at  the  same  corresponding  place,  last  ray  reach- 
ing to  the  fifteenth  plate  before  caudal  fin;  ventral  differing  in  length  in 
the  difierent  sexes;  vent  anterior,  situated  on  the  tenth  plate  in  front  of 
anal.  Color  dark  brown,  belly  white;  sides  crossed  with  irregular  white 
bars,  giving  the  fish  a mottled  appearance;  snout  black;  a black  streak 
along  lower  edge  of  preopercle;  a black  spot  on  iris  above;  dorsals  light, 
mottled  with  black;  anal  white,  with  dark  mottlings,  a dark  bar  across 
the  posterior  rays,  the  tijis  of  all  the  rays  white;  ventrals  black,  abruptly 
white  at  tips;  pectoral  and  caudal  dark,  with  a white  border,  a light  spot 
in  the  center  of  fins  and  many  white  spots  on  the  rays;  a black  spot  at 
base  of  pectoral.  Puget  Sound ; known  from  2 specimens,  collected  with  a 
seine  near  Point  Orchard,  the  largest  7 inches  in  length.  (Jordan  & 
Starks);  another  since  taken  at  Port  Ludlow,  {hv ^ in;  j-ieXavn,  ink, 
from  the  dark  colors.) 

Averruncus  emmelane,  Jordan  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  821,  pi.  xci,  with 
plate,  Port  Orchard,  near  Seattle.  (Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.  Type,  3135,  L.  S.  Jr.  TJniv. 
Mus.) 


2418.  AVERRUNCUS  STERLETUS,  Gilbert,  new  species. 

Head  4|  in  length;  eye  3;^  in  head,  width  at  base  of  pectorals  7;  depth 
8^.  D.  VII,  8;  A.  9;  P.12  on  each  side;  39  plates  in  dorsolateral  series. 
Very  closely  r(dated  to  A.  emmelane,  with  which  it  agrees  in  coloration  and 
general  ai)pearance  as  well  as  in  most  details  of  structure.  It  differs  in 
the  following  respects:  The  snout  is  short(‘r,  the  rostral  spines  scarcely 
protruding  l)eyond  the  premaxillaries.  No  barbels  on  snout  below  rostral 
spines,  or  on  margin  of  preorbital,  or  at  mandiluilar  joint.  Kegion  between 
rostral  spim*,  and  front  of  piTuuaxillaries  Avholly  occupied  liy  a triangular 
movabhi  plat(‘,  with  rough  granular  surface;  breast  with  3 parallel  series 
of  sharply  keeled  i)lates;  no  spine  at  ])osterior  end  of  premaxillary  fossa; 
ventrals  very  long  and  slender,  wholly  white;  spinous  dorsal,  anal,  and 
pectorals  with  fewer  rays;  rostral  projection  shorter  than  in  A.  emmelane, 
with  2 short  forwardly  directed  sj)ines,  behind  which  is  a pair  more 
widely  sciparated  directed  downward  and  backward;  supraocular  ridge 
elevated,  not  sharp,  finely  granular,  with  preocular  and  postocular  spines ; 
ridges  and  spines  on  head  as  in  A.  emmelane,  but  none  of  the  former 
rough  serrate.  Eye  large,  longer  than  snout  and  more  than  twice  the 
interorbital  width.  Mouth  little  overpassed  by  the  rostral  spines,  the 
maxillary  reaching  slightly  behind  front  of  orbit,  3^  in  head.  Teeth 
present  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatine.  Barbels  fewer  than  in  A.  emmelane; 
3 present  on  maxillary,  2 of  which  are  at  its  posterior  end,  the  upper 
much  the  longer;  the  third  inserted  more  anteriorly  behind  the  middle 
of  the  maxillary;  8 shorter  barbels  are  present  on  each  mandibular 
ramus,  the  posterior  only  near  the  joint;  several  short  barbels  on  gular 
region,  and  a cross  series  on  each  branchiostegal  membrane,  usually  1 
barbel  for  each  ray.  Plates  on  body  as  in  A.  emmelane,  all  with  sharj) 
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spines,  which  are  present  though  small  in  the  ventral  series;  middle  of 
hreast  with  1 median  and  2 lateral  series  of  plates,  all  of  which  hear  distinct 
longitudinal  keels ; the  2 lateral  ridges  on  hreast  being  the  anterior  contin- 
uation of  the  ventral  ridges  of  the  trunk;  spinous  dorsal  heginning  at  the 
seventh  dorsal  plate,  the  last  dorsal  spine  articulating  with  the  thii’teenth 
plate ; the  first  and  last  rays  of  the  second  dorsal  articulate  respectively' 
with  the  eighteenth  and  twenty-fourth  plates ; the  dorsal  series  unite  at  the 
thirtieth  jdate,  the  median  series  of  9 plates  thus  formed  hearing  double  or 
bifid  spines  throughout ; the  first  and  the  last  anal  rays  articulating  respec- 
tively with  the  sixteenth  and  twenty-third  jilates  of  ventral  series  (ex- 
cluding the  anterior  3 on  breast) ; the  ventral  series  coalescing  immediately 
opposite  the  union  of  the  dorsal  series ; the  anus  is  opposite  the  inter- 
space between  the  third  and  fourth  plates;  ventral  spines  long  and  slen- 
der, equaling  length  of  snout  and  eye;  pectorals  equaling  length  of  head 
in  advance  of  opercular  joint;  five  lower  pectoral  rays  with  incised 
membranes,  the  tips  projecting.  Color,  similar  to  J.  emmelane,  the  back 
and  sides  with  7 or  8 narrow  black  cross  bars,  the  posterior  of  which 
extend  faintly  on  the  under  surface ; the  interspaces  on  back  are  some- 
what dusky,  with  lighter  vermiculating  lines  and  spots,  a few  of  which 
extend  on  the  bars;  the  dorsals  have  a speckled  appearance  and  are 
darker  when  they  lie  above  the  black  dorsal  bars ; head  blackish  above, 
the  head  and  body  light  or  slightly  dusky  below ; veutrals  white ; anal 
white,  with  some  black  markings  along  the  base  of  the  rays;  pectorals 
with  a wide  black  bar  at  base  succeeded  by  a wide  white  bar;  then 
follow  a narrower  black  bar  and  a narrow  terminal  white  bar;  caudal 
with  a narrow  basal  bar  of  black,  then  a narrow  white  bar  followed  by  a 
broad  black  bar  and  edged  with  white.  Coast  southern  California,  Coro- 
nado Island.  The  type,  a specimen  inches  long,  from  Albatross  Station 
3662.  {sterletus,  sturgeon ; a modern  Latin  word,  probably  derived*  from 
Sturio.)  (Type  in  U.  S.  Nat.  Miis.  Coil.  Albatross.) 

Averruncus  sterletus,  Gilbeet  MS.,  off  Avalon,  Coronado  Island,  in  47  fathoms. 

771.  SARRITOR,  Cramer. 

Sarritor.  Cramer,  in  Jordan  Sc  Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  448, 1896  (frenatus). 

Body  tapering  uniformly  to  base  of  caudal ; head  4 to  44,  depth  6 to  8 
in  standard  length.  Plates  on  body  nearly  all  without  spines.  Plates  in 
dorsal  series  38  to  45,  5 to  6 pairs  between  occiput  and  first  dorsal.  No 
large  knife-like  plate  over  eye.  Both  dorsal  fins  present,  rather  long,  the 
rays  growing  shorter  behind  the  last  adnate  to  back.  Four  to  6 pairs  of 
barbels  about  month,  1 pair  under  tip  of  snout.  A pair  of  recurved  spines 
near  tip  of  snout.  One  pair  of  supraocular  and  1 or  2 pairs  of  occipital 
spines.  Teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  palatines.  Gill  membranes 
joined  to  isthmus,  without  free  fold;  no  barbels  on  gill  membranes. 
Lower  rays  of  pectorals  with  free  exserted  tips.  Vertebrae  40  to  46.  This 
genus  is  very  close  both  to  Fodotliecus  and  to  Odontopyxis,  difiPering  from 
the  former  in  the  presence  of  vomerine  teeth,  and  from  the  latter  in  the 
absence  of  a free  median  plate  at  the  tip  of  the  snout.  Its  relations  to 
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Avcrruncns  are  still  closer,  the  chief  difference  being  in  the  smooth  plates 
of  the  body  and  in  the  absence  of  cirri  on  the  gill  membranes,  (sarritor, 
one  that  scrapes.) 

a.  Snout  moderate,  about  ^ length  of  head ; ventrals  dark  in  male.  frenatus,  2419. 
aa.  Snout  very  long,  produced  in  a flat,  triangular  piece  exserted  for  a distance  equal 
to  I orbit;  ventrals  pale.  leptoehyncuus,  2420. 


2419.  SARRITOR  FRENATUS,  * Gilbert. 

Head  4i  to  4i.  D.  VI  to  VIII,  7 or  8 ; A.  6 or  7 ; P.  15 ; V.  I.  2 ; C.  11,  with  a 
rudiment;  lateral  line  40.  Body  slightly  depressed,  tapering  regularly 
backward  from  occiput,  the  depth  about  | of  tbe  width  at  base  of  pec- 
torals. The  ridges  are  prominent,  the  dorsal  and  dorsolateral  ridges  pro- 
vided witli  strong  spines,  the  ventral  and  ventrolateral  series  with  weak  or 
scarcely  discernible  spines,  all  decreasing  in  size  backward,  becoming 
obsolete  on  caudal  peduncle.  Dorsal  face  deeply  concave  anteriorly,  its 
ridges  coalescing,  from  3 to  4 plates  behind  the  dorsal  fin;  other  faces 
much  less  concave,  the  ventral  ridges  coalescing,  3 or  4 plates  behind  the 
anal  fin;  plates  in  dorsal  series  44  or  45;  5 or  6 pairs  between  occiput  and 
first  dorsal,  9 or  10  under  first  dorsal,  2 or  3 between  dorsals,  7 or  8 under 
second  dorsal,  17  or  18  behind  dorsals ; about  25  plates  on  breast,  consist- 
ing of  a strong  median  series  which  bear  a well-marked  rounded  ridge,  a 
strong  lateral  series  at  edge  of  breast  also  projecting,  and  a number  of 
small  plates  occupying  the  concave  intermediate  areas.  In  young  speci- 
mens the  breast  plates  have  central  elevations,  and  bear  each  a back- 
wardly  directed  spine;  these  disappearing  in  adults;  a number  of  small 
irregular  plates  in  front  of  and  on  base  of  pectorals;  membranaceous  in- 
tervals behind  and  around  vent  smaller  than  in  Fodothecus  acipcnserinus, 
occupied  by  8 or  9 irregularly  arranged  plates,  not  in  pairs  and  not  cor- 
responding to  those  of  the  ventral  series  between  which  they  are  inter- 
calated; medial  part  of  branchiostegal  membrane  and  the  gular  region 
covered  with  roundish  plates,  the  whole  forming  a halberd-shaped  patch ; 
lateral  line  running  on  a series  of  small  plates  occupying  the  middle  of 
the  lateral  face;  anteriorly  these  entirely  disappear,  the  lateral  line 
ascending  and  running  on  the  upper  lateral  series ; about  5 large  plates, 
sometimes  bearing  spines,  lie  behind  upper  axil  of  pectorals,  between  this 
ascending  portion  of  the  lateral  line  and  the  inferior  lateral  series  or 
plates ; head  depressed,  tapering  rapidly  to  the  snout ; depth  of  head  at 
occiput  f its  width  at  preopercular  spine,  the  latter  contained  6^  times  in 
length  of  body.  Eye  large,  the  orbit  about  equaling  length  of  snout  be- 
hind the  serrated  rostral  ridge,  3^  to  3f  in  head;  snout  somewhat  vari- 


* Diagnosis : Body  tapering  uniformly  from  occiput  to  caudal,  a little  more  slender  than 
Fodothecus  acipenserimis,  depth  about  J of  width  at  base  of  pectorals,  the  latter  7f  to  7§ 
in  length ; head  4^.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  44  or  45 ; between  occiput  and  first  dorsal  5 or 
6;  between  dorsals  6 or  7;  from  ventrals  to  anal  14  pairs.  Six  pairs  of  barbels,  1 on  under 
side  of  snout  in  front  of  ])remaxillaries,  1 near  and  2 at  tip  of  maxillary,  1 at  angle  of 
mouth,  and  1 at  side  of  lower  jaw.  A pair  of  perpendicular  serrated  plates  at  tip  of 
snout,  behind  these  a curve  nasal  spine.  One  pair  mesethmoidal,  1 pair  supraocular,  and 
I pair  occipital  spines.  Teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer,  none  on  i)alatines.  Gill  membranes 
joined  to  isthmus  without  free  fold.  Last  ray  of  each  dorsal  shortened  and  adnate  to  the 
back.  Light  grayish  with  a few  indefinite  blotches  and  bars  of  darker  on  sides  and  back; 
pectorals  with  several  narrow  dark  cross  bands  near  base  and  broader  ones  toward  tip. 
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able  iu  length,  averaging  ^ head.  Supraocular  ridges  strong,  rugose, 
ending  in  a short  strong  spine;  an  inner  pair  of  ridges  occupying  floor 
of  interorbital  groove,  very  broad  and  closely  joined  anteriorly;  the 
triangular  space  included  between  these  latter  ridges  flat  and  opening 
posteriorly  onto  the  depressed  occipital  area;  occipital  ridges  low, 
rounded,  ending  in  very  strong  spines  which  form  the  first  of  the  dorsal 
series;  2 or  3 small  rounded  projections  may  occur  on  anterior  ridges  of 
the  occipital  spines ; top  and  sides  of  head  more  or  less  closely  beset 
with  very  fine  prickles,  which  are  most  thickly  clustered  on  occiput, 
interorbital  area,  upper  part  of  opercles,  suborbital  chain,  and  sides  of 
snout;  a row  of  prickles  on  eyeball  just  above  pupil;  temporal  ridge 
uneven,  sometimes  interrupted  Avith  a long,  strong  posterior  spine;  a 
strong  spine,  sometimes  with  an  accessory  tubercle  on  middle  of  cheek ; 
preorbital  with  2 pairs  of  spines  placed  vertically,  the  upper  ones  di- 
rected outward  and  upward,  the  loAver  spines  directed  downward  and 
backward;  rostral  ridges  rough,  usually  terminating  posteriorly  in  a 
pair  of  spinous  projections,  which  are  located  midway  between  tip  of 
snout  and  front  of  pupil;  anteriorly,  at  tip  of  snout,  these  ridges  expand 
to  form  such  a vertically  projecting  rounded  spinous  lobe,  the  posterior 
spine  of  which  is  much  the  strongest,  and  points  backward  and  outward. 
In  the  very  young  the  last-mentioned  spines  alone  are  present  on  snout, 
and  are  directed  very  obliquely  backward;  anteriorly  ridges  converge 
from  them  to  tip  of  snout,  and  are  very  minutely  serrulate;  these  ridges 
afterward  increase  in  height  and  in  strength  of  serrations,  and  become 
the  spinous  lobes  already  described;  two  strong  diAmrging  spines  at 
angle  of  preopercle,  and  2 rounded  lobes  below  them.  Three  large  plates 
and  a number  of  smaller  ones  occupy  cheek  below  suborbital  stay.  Pos- 
terior portion  of  mandible  expanded  into  a rough  projecting  bony  promi- 
nence. Mouth  horizontal,  overpassed  by  the  snout  in  adults  for  a distance 
equaling  i or  less  than  ^ diameter  of  orbit;  snout  not  noticeably  pro- 
jecting in  the  very  young.  Maxillary  reaching  slightly  beyond  front 
of  orbit,  equaling  4 length  of  snout  and  eye.  Teeth  in  broad  bands  in 
jaws;  a distinct  patch  on  front  of  vomer,  none  on  palatines.  Branchios- 
tegal  membranes  broadly  joined,  with  a very  narrow  free  fold  posteriorly, 
or  with  none.  Six  pairs  of  barbels  on  underside  of  head;  1 on  underside 
of  snout  in  front  of  premaxillaries ; 2 at  end  of  maxillary ; 1 near  mid- 
dle of  maxillary;  1 on  lower  lip  just  below  angle  of  mouth;  1 forked  for 
^ its  length  at  middle  of  side  of  lower  lip.  In  their  distribution,  rela- 
ti\^e  lengths,  and  in  the  constantly  bifid  character  of  the  last  described, 
they  correspond  exactly  with  the  barbels  of  L.  decagonus,  but  the  latter 
has  apparently  none  on  under  side  of  snout.  Interspace  between  dorsals 
somewhat  variable,  f to  4 diameter  of  orbit.  Anal  beginning  2 plates  in 
adA\ance  of  second  dorsal ; pectorals  5 J in  length  of  body,  the  lower  rays 
graduated,  4 to  6 of  the  lower  ones  thickened,  with  exserted  tips;  ven- 
tral fins  nearly  twice  as  long  in  males  as  in  females,  in  the  latter  less  than 
diameter  of  orbit;  caudal  slender.  If  in  head.  Color  light  grayish  or 
l)roAvnish,  pale  below;  a l)luish  black  stripe  from  ventral  spines  to  front 
of  orbit;  suborbital,  preopercle,  and  opercle  with  numerous  dark  spots; 
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a dark  blotcdi  on  the  side  opposite  middle  of  first  dorsal ; a faint  dark 
bar  under  the  anterior  and  a similar  one  under  posterior  part  of  second 
dorsal;  both  dorsals  with  indefinite  oblicpie  dark  bands;  pectorals  dark 
except  the  lower  proximal  part,  with  narrow  bars  of  black ; ventrals  light 
in  female,  dark  in  male;  anal  dark  posteriorly;  candal  dark,  faintly 
barred.  Coast  of  Alaska  ; known  from  .J/fta/ross  Stations  3219,  3225,  3226, 
3255,  3256,  3257,  3258,  3263,  3269,  3279,  3282,  3309,  and  3330,  located  on  both 
sides  of  the  Peninsula  of  Alaska  and  both  north  and  south  of  the  Aleutian 
chain;  depth  16  to  350  fathoms.  (Gilbert);  also  obtained  at  Provostmaya, 
Kamchatka,  (frenatus,  bridled.) 

Odo7itoj)ifXis  f reyiatua,  Gilbert,  Kept.  IT.  S.  Fi.sh  Comm.  1893  (189fi),  435,  pi.  30,  lig.  3,  Alaska 
and  Aleutian  Islands,  at  Albatross  Stations  3215,  3219,  and  others,  in  16  to  351 
fathoms. 

2420.  SARRITOIl  LEPTORHYXCHUS  (Gilbert). 

Head  4 in  length;  snout  2f  in  head  in  specimen  100  mm.  long.  Eye 
34,  ecpialing  length  of  maxillary  ; interorbital  with  | eye.  Branchiostegal 
membranes  broadly  united,  extensivelj’'  frcQ  laterally,  joined  to  isthmus 
mesial ly  to  extreme  jiosterior  margin,  or  leaving  a very  narrow  margin 
free.  Teeth  present  on  jaws  and  on  vomer,  none  on  palatines.  Dorsal 
VI  to  AHII,  6 or  7;  anal  6 or  7;  pectoral  14;  ventral  I,  2;  pectorals  long, 
reaching  to  or  beyond  middle  of  spinous  dorsal,  as  long  as  snout  and  eye; 
ventrals  equaling  length  of  snout.  Very  close  to  S.. frenatus,  with  which 
it  agrees  in  arrangement  of  plates,  spines  on  head,  and  barbels;  distin- 
guishable at  once  by  the  elongate  slender  snout  and  differing  in  fhe 
following  nnmerons  details:  The  body  is  somewhat  broader  and  more 
dejiressed,  its  greatest  depth  a little  less  than  | its  greatest  width,  which 
occurs  across  preopercular  spines.  The  body  narrows  ra])idly  backward 
to  below  spinous  dorsal,  as  in  young  S.  frenatus  of  the  same  size.  Com- 
pared with  S.  frenatus  of  the  same  size,  the  plates  on  body  are  much  less 
spinous,  the  superior  and  inferior  lateral  and  the  ventral  series  in  some 
specimens  bearing  spines  on  a few  of  the  anterior  plates  only,  and  the 
spines  of  dorsal  series  are  lower.  Five  plates  before  dorsal,  10  under 
spinous  dorsal,  2 between  dorsals,  7 under  second  dorsal,  and  16  on  candal 
peduncle.  The  inferior  lateral  ridges  rise  anteriorly,  greatly  constricting 
the  lat('ral  face  nndei  anterior  part  of  spinous  dorsal.  It  then  descends 
slightly  and  becomes  almost  or  ([uite  obsolete,  the  series  of  plates  ending 
behind  the  upper  pectoral  rays.  In  S.  frenatus,  the  constriction  of  the 
lateral  face  does  not  occur,  the  ridge  is  strongly  marked  anteriorly,  and 
ends  below  middle  of  ])ect()ral  base.  In  S.  leptorhynchus  we  have,  there- 
fore, a much  narrower  interval  between  the  anterior  ends  of  the  upper 
and  the  lower  lateral  series.  This  interval  is  occupied  by  but  3 plates, 
arranged  in  a series,  decreasing  in  size  backward.  The  upper  preoper- 
cular and  the  humeral  si)iues  are  much  larger  than  in  S.  frenatus,  the 
former  greatly  overpassing  the  second  spine.  The  rostral  siiines  are  simi- 
lar, but  the  terminal  plate  roughened  but  not  serrate,  the  posterior  spine 
not  detached.  Snout  greatly  produced  into  a narrow  triangular  piece 
which  ov(‘rpasses  the  mouth,  for  a distance  equaling!  diameter  of  orbit  in 
a specimen  100  mm.  long.  In  specimens  of  S.  frenatus  of  this  length  the 
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ends  of  the  rostrum  can  barely  be  seen  from  below.  A few  prickles  present 
on  upper  side  of  rostrum,  and  the  usual  series  above  pupil.  Minutely  ser- 
rated ridges  on  sides  of  snout,  and  1 below  eye.  No  prickles  on  top  or 
sides  of  head.  Plates  on  braiichiostegal  membranes  and  on  gular  region 
smaller  and  more  numerous  than  in  8.  frenatus.  Twenty  plates  on  breast, 
without  spines,  or  the  young  with  A'ery  small  ones.  Color  darker  than  in 
8.  frenatus,  the  under  parts  unmarked  anteriorly,  dotted  posteriorly  with 
brown;  upper  parts  dark  brown  in  spirits,  with  6 or  7 more  or  less  dis- 
tinct black  bands-,  which  are  margined  narrowly  with  lighter;  a black 
streak  forward  from  eye,  and  several  black  spots  and  blotches  on  sides 
of  head;  caudal  blackish;  soft  dorsal  dusky,  obscurely  marked  with 
lighter;  spinous  dorsal  black,  sharply  blotched  with  pure  white;  ventrals 
and  lower  pectoral  rays  white,  the  upper  part  of  pectorals  with  obscure 
bars  of  black.  Coast  of  Alaska.  A few  specimens  from  Albatross  Sta- 
tions 3215,  3219,  3259,  and  3267,  north  and  south  of  the  Alaskan  Peninsula, 
in  32  to  59  fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  (AfTTrog,  slender;  pvyxo<i,^^^o\it.) 

Odontopyxis  leptorhynchiis,  Gilbert,  kept.  TT.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  437,  Bering 

Sea,  north  of  Alaska  Peninsula,  at  Albatross  Station  3267,  lat.  55°  23'  30"  N.,  long. 

163°  29'  W.  (Type,  No.  48727.  Coll.  J. (6a ^ross.) 

772.  XYSTES,  Jordan  &.  Starks. 

Xystcs,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  824  (axmophrys). 

This  genus  is  allied  to  Averruncus,  differing  in  its  shorter  vertical  fins, 
the  rays  of  both  dorsals  being  subequal,  the  last  of  each  not  much  shortened 
and  not  adnate  by  membrane  to  the  skin  of  the  back ; the  lower  rays  of 
the  pectoral  progressively  shortened;  plates  on  body  very  rough,  the 
spines  strong;  a strong  knife-like  spine  aboA^e  eye;  no  barbels;  no  pit  at 
the  occiput.  North  Pacific.  {cv6r7]<i,  one  that  scrapes.) 

2421.  XYSTES  AXIXOP-HRTS,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Head  3A  in  length  of  body;  depth  5.  D.  IX,  8;  A.  10;  pectoral  15; 
lateral  line  38;  orbit  4 in  head;  snout  to  tip  of  rostral  spines  3^ ; max- 
illary 3^;  interorbital  34;  pectoral  lA;  highest  dorsal  spine  24;  highest 
dorsal  ray  2;  highest  anal  ray  2f;  length  of  caudal  fin  1|.  Body  elongate, 
subcylindrical,  deepest  and  broadest  at  shoulders;  belly  prominent; 
dorsal  outline  straight  from  first  dorsal  spine  to  caudal  fin,  cuiwed  up 
anteriorly  to  occiput.  Head  A’-ery  irregular,  much  broken  by  large  spines; 
mouth  inferior,  rather  broad,  maxillary  reaching  to  the  vertical  from  front 
of  orbit;  lips  thin,  not  broken  up  into  papilhe;  upper  jaw  protractile; 
teeth  small,  in  A’illiform  bands  on  jaws,  A'onier,  and  palatines;  the  anterior 
edge  of  premaxillary  directly  under  the  base  of  rostral  spines;  a feAV  A^ery 
small  blunt  papilhe  behind  chin,  a barbel  at  end  of  maxillary,  not  4 so 
long  as  diameter  of  pupil.  A pair  of  sharp  rostral  spines  pointing 
forward  and  upward;  behind  these  a pair  of  curved  spines  pointing 
upAvard,  outward,  and  backward;  between  these  and  behind  the  rostral 
spines  an  almost  circular  pit  which  is  entirely  occupied  by  the  upper 
end  of  the  premaxillary  process;  interorbital  wide  and  concaA^e,  a slight 
median  ridge,  running  from  the  rostral  pit  to  a point  above  pupil,  each 
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side  of  which  is  an  outwardlj"  curved  ridfte  endin<ij  in  a minute  spine; 
over  each  eye  is  the  largest  spine  on  tlie  head  or  body;  the  large  trian- 
gular orbital  spine,  its  base  occupying  nearly  the  whole  space  above 
eye,  sharp  and  strongly  hooked  back;  on  the  anterior  part  of  its  base  a 
small,  sharp,  preorbital  spine,  pointing  upward;  a series  of  minute  spines, 
running  medially  along  the  top  of  the  head  and  body,  from  a point 
between  the  orbital  spines  to  the  first  dorsal  spine;  on  each  side  of  these 
are  2 large  blunt  spines  with  traces  of  a smaller  one  between  them,  con- 
tinuous with  the  dorsal  keels  of  body;  farther  down  and  continuous 
with  the  upper  lateral  keel  of  body  is  a ridge  broken  up  into  4 irregular 
spines,  larger  than  the  body  spines;  4 triangular  spines  on  edge  of 
preopercle,  the  upper  one  the  largest;  a very  irregular  ridge  running  from 
upper  i>reopercular  spine,  under  eye,  to  snout;  a ridge  on  upper  part  of 
oj^ercle.  Body  with  4 ridges  on  each  side,  formed  by  the  scales,  each  of 
which  ends  in  a spine;  traces  of  a ridge  between  lateral  ridges,  the  spines 
on  abdominal  ridges  as  sharp  as  those  on  rest  of  body;  a Y-shaped  ridge 
of  spines  in  front  of  ventrals,  the  forks  toward  the  veutrals  and  the 
base  ending  at  gill  membrane;  a raised  area  between  ventral  tins,  run- 
ning from  their  base  to  their  tips,  which  is  entirely  covered  with  small 
prickles,  the  anus  in  the  posterior  end  of  this;  dorsal  and  abdominal 
ridges  coalescing  with  their  fellows  of  the  opposite  side,  but  coming 
together  so  gradually  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  exactly  Avhere  they 
unite  as  the  spines  continue  distinct  to  the  caudal  tiu.  Small  spines 
covering  the  outc^r  part  of  the  base  of  the  pectoral;  a ring  of  spines  around 
caudal  base;  occiput  abruptly  higher  than  body,  but  scarcely  forming  a 
pit  as  body  is  about  level  behind  it.  Spinous  dorsal  highest  in  front,  the 
second  spine  reaching  to  base  of  last  spine  when  fin  is  depressed;  the 
dorsal  rays  snbeqnal  in  length,  the  last  not  shortened  and  not  adnate  to 
body,  last  ray  reaching  to  the  tenth  plate  before  caudal  fin ; pectoral  fin 
posteriorly  rounded  in  outline,  the  lower  rays  not  produced,  reaching  to 
second  plate  before  anal  fin;  ventrals  small,  reaching  just  past  vent;  anal 
longer  and  lower  than  soft  dorsal;  dorsal  and  anal  ending  at  the  same 
■corresi>ondiug  place;  caudal  fin  rounded  behind.  Color  in  spirits,  gray 
with  7 or  8 dark  cross  bars;  head  uniform  gray  with  the  exception  of  a 
dark  spot  at  occiput;  belly  dusky;  dorsals  somewhat  mottled;  anal  black 
with  a white  spot  near  its  middle;  pectorals  white  with  a large  black 
spot  on  base  of  rays;  ventral  black,  abruptly  white  at  tips;  caudal  black, 
edged  with  white.  Puget  Sound.  One  specimen,  1|  inches  in  length, 
dredged  at  Port  Orchard,  near  Seattle.  (.Jordan  & Starks.)  Another 
since  taken  at  Port  Ludlow,  {dqivrj,  an  ax;  66pv^,  eyebrow.) 

Xystcs  axinophrys,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  824,  pi.  92,  Port  Orchard, 
Admiralty  Inlet.  (Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.) 

773.  BATHYAGONUS,  Gilbert. 

Bathyagonus,  Gilbert,  Proc.U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  xiii,  1890,89  (nigripinnis) . 

Spinous  dorsal  developed ; lower  jaw  the  longer ; plates  of  body  spinous  ; 
gill  membranes  united  to  isthmus,  not  forming  a fold  across  it ; teeth  well 
developed  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  pectorals  not  notched,  the 
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upper  rays  longest,  the  lower  becoming  regularly  shortened;  bones  of 
head  thin  and  yielding,  the  system  of  mucous  canals  very  strongly 
developed.  Deep-sea  Agonoids.  { f3a0v<i,  Agonus,) 

2422.  BATHYAGOXUS  MGRIPIXXIS,*  Gilbert. 

B.  6 ; 1 D.  6 to  8 ; 2 D.  6 or  7 ; A.  7 to  9 ; P.  15  or  16 ; V.  3 (I,  2) ; C.  1-11-1 ; ver- 
tebrm  11  + 34  = (45).  Pyloric  cieca  5 (1  individual).  Body  depressed 
throughout,  depth  ^ of  width,  the  lattt'r  in  body  length;  sharply  octag- 
onal, tail  strongly  depressed  hexagonal,  its  lateral  faces  very  narrow. 
The  ridges  compressed ; the  small  sharp  spines  present  on  all  the  ridges 
from  head  to  caudal  except  on  the  median  ventral  series  of  peduncle  and 
the  first  few  plates  behind  the  pectoral  in  the  imperfect  lateral  series. 
One  to  3 pairs  of  plates  between  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  first  median 
plate,  and  1 or  2 pairs  between  last  anal  ray  and  first  median  plate;  1 or  2 
plates  in  front  of  and  4 or  5 small,  sharply  spinous  plates  on  base  of  pec- 
torals; about  22  plates,  radially  striate,  elevated  at  the  center,  some  of 
the  strongest  minutely  spinous,  on  breast  in  a median  and  2 lateral  rows 
(the  latter  continuous  with  the  ventrolateral  series)  and  in  the  ridge-like 
rows  forming  the  edges  of  breast;  no  plates  medially  on  posterior  part  of 
the  branchiostegal  membrane  or  laterally  on  the  anterior  part ; from  1 to  3 
or  4 well-developed  plates  on  front  part  of  lower  side  of  lower  jaw;  the 
membranaceons  interval  behind  vent,  between  the  ventrolateral  series, 
occupied  by  about  5 to  9 plates,  jiartly  arranged  in  pairs;  none  between 
ventrals  and  vent.  Head  4f  to  5 in  body,  much  depressed,  its  greatest 
depth  4 of  its  greatest  width,  the  latter  equaling  width  of  body ; snout 
broad,  flat,  shovel-like,  nearly  equal  to  long  diameter  of  orbit;  orbit 
oblong-oval,  its  vertical  diameter  f of  the  longitudinal,  the  latter  3 or  a 
little  less  in  head;  interorbital  space  concave,  about  as  in  triacanthiis,  but 
broader,  with  a pair  of  minor  longitudinal  ridges,  about  9 in  head,  about 
2 in  vertical  diameter  of  orbit;  the  moderate  supraocular  ridges  ending 
in  a sharp  spine,  the  scarceH"  developed  occipital  ridges  with  2 pairs,  of 
which  the  anterior  is  low  and  blunt;  the  well-developed  temporal  ridge 
with  2 or  3 small  spines  and  terminating  in  a larger  suprascapular  spine; 
bridge  across  cheek  close  under  orbit  with  about  1 spine  on  preorbital,  3 
on  suborbital,  and  ending  in  1 on  preopercle;  1 of  about  the  same  size 
below  the  last  on  preopercle.  Cheek  below  ridge  with  2 to  4 (usually  3) 
spinous  plates;  nasal  spines  small,  sharp,  directed  backward;  movable 
median  rostral  plate  small,  varying  in  size  and  shape  (disappearing  with 
the  prolongation  of  lower  jaw),  its  lateral  expansions  usually  free,  as 
spines;  3 small  upright  diverging  spines  (only  2 systematically  placed  in 
1 specimen).  Mouth  oblique,  lower  jaw  somewhat  protruding,  maxillary 
scarcely  reaching  front  of  orbit.  Teeth  moderate,  present  on  jaws,  vomer, 
and  palatines.  Two  barbels,  1 large  and  the  other  small,  at  tip  of  maxil- 


* Diagno.sis : Body  slender,  tapering  uniformly,  depressed  throughout,  its  depth  | of  its 
width  at  base  of  pectorals,  the  latter  9|  in  length;  head  44  to  5 in  length.  Plates  in  the 
dorsal  series  43  or  44 ; between  occiput  and  first  dorsal  7 or  8 ; between  dorsals  6,  some- 
times 7 ; between  ventrals  and  anal  13  to  15  pairs.  Lower  jaw  protruding;  2 barbels  at 
tip  of  each  maxillary;  median  rostral  plate  present,  with  3 small  diverging  .spines;  nasal 
spines  small,  separate;  1 pair  supraocular  and  2 pairs  occipital  spines.  Gill  membranes 
joined  to  isthmus.  Under  side  dusky,  lighter  above;  all  the  tins  blue  black. 
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liiry,  none  on  lower  jaw,  the  mucous  pores  bordered  by  lobed  flaps.  Gill 
membranes  broadly  united,  joined  to  isthmus,  without  free  fold.  Dorsal 
fins  well  separated;  anal  beoiuning  about  3 plates  in  front  of  beginning 
of  second  dorsal;  pectorals  5f  in  body,  their  base  3^  in  their  length,  with 
15  or  16  graduated  rays,  the  uppermost  longest;  ventrals  of  male  nearly  3 
in  bead,  about  equal  to  long  diameter  of  orbit,  those  of  female  f to  ^ as 
long  as  those  of  male;  caudal  about  3 times  as  long  as  wide  at  base.  Lat- 
eral line  with  43  or  44  pores;  plates  spineless,  rather  large.  In  a young 
male.  2 inches  long  the  median  rostral  plate  is  absent,  all  the  plates  on 
breast  sharply  ridged  and  spinous;  vent  near  tip  of  ventrals,  \ of  the  dis- 
tance from  ventrals  to  anal,  with  5 pairs  of  minute  spinous  plates  between 
ventrals  and  vent.  Body  not  tapering  uniformly;  broader  in  front,  nar- 
rowing abruptly  near  front  of  first  dorsal;  tail  not  so  much  depressed; 
head  3^  in  body  length.  Color  light  above,  blue  black  on  under  side  of 
head;  breast  and  belly  dusky;  all  the  tins  inteusel}’  blue  black.  Pacific; 
known  from  the  Aleutian  Islands,  Bering  Sea,  south  to  coast  of  Washing- 
ton ; abundant  in  350  to  477  fathoms.  Here  described  from  Dr.  Gilbert’s 
types.  Dr.  Gilbert  observes: 

In  adult  specimens  the  lower  pectoral  rays  show  a tendency  to  elongate,  as  in  Xenochi- 
.r«.9,  but  the  fin  is  never  distinctly  notched.  The  lower  jaw  always  strongly  protrudes, 
and  the  genus  dillers  further  in  the  very  thin  cranial  bones  and  the  inordinate  develop- 
ment of  the  mucous  system.  In  addition  to  the  specific  characters  mentioned  in  the 
original  description,  we  note  that  the  eyeball  does  not  exhibit  the  usual  row  of  prickles 
and  that  2 barbels  are  usually  present  at  end  of  maxillary,  either  black  or  white  in  color. 
The' majority  of  the  specimens  were  obtained  nortli  of  Unalaska  Island,  but  it  was  also 
taken  south  of  the  Islands,  and  off  the  coast  of  AVashington,  at  Albatross  Stations  3210, 
3316,  3324, 3325,  3329,  3330,  3331, 3337,  and  3343;  depths  109  to  483  fathoms. 

{niger,  black;  pinna,  fin.) 

Bathyagonus  nigripinnis,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1890,  89,  Aleutian  Islands  and 
coast  of  Washington.  (Coll.  Albatross.) 


774.  XENOCHIRUS,  Gilbert. 


Xenochirtts,  Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  xiii,  1890,  90  (triacanthus). 

Spinous  dorsal  present.  Jaws  equal  or  the  upper  the  longer.  Plates  of 
body  spinous.  Gill  membranes  united  to  isthmus,  the  posterior  edge 
sometimes  forming  a very  narrow  free  fold  across  throat.  Tip  of  snout 
with  a movable  median  plate  or  spine.  Teeth  well  developed  on  jaws, 
vomer,  and  iialatiues.  Pectorals  divided  by  a deep  notch  into  2 xiortions, 
tbe  lower  composed  of  greatly  thickened  rays  which  are  simple  and  fre- 
quently longer  than  those  of  the  upper  lobe,  these  lengthened  rays  not 
usually  developed  in  the  young.  A series  of  small  spines  on  eyeball  above 
pupil.  North  Pacific.  This  genus  is  very  close  to  Bathyagonus  which 
represents  it  in  deeper  water.  Both  are  near  Odontopyxis,  but  the  relation 
to  Arirr uncus  and  Sarritor  is  more  remote.  (^£k6?,  strange;  x^tp,  hand.) 


a.  Eostral  plate  with  3 upright  spines. 

b.  Breast  with  numerous  plates. 
bb.  Breast  smooth  ; plates  of  body  rougher. 
aa.  Rostral  plate  with  1 upright  spine. 

c.  Gill  membrane  with  posterior  free  fold. 
cc.  Gill  membrane  without  posterior  free  fold. 


PENT  ACANTHUS,  2423. 
ALASCANUS,  2424. 

LATIFRONS,  2425. 
TRIACANTHUS,  2426,  ' 
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2423.  XEXOCHIRUS  PEMACAXTIIUS,*  Gilbert. 

B.6;  lD.5to7;  2D.5to7;  A.  6to8;  P.  14orl5;  Y.3(I,2);  C.  1-12-1;  ver- 
tebi'ie  12 + 28  = (40).  Pyloric  coeca  5 (1  individual).  Body  8-bedral, 
slightly  depressed;  peduncle  considerably  depressed,  hexagonal,  the  lat- 
eral faces  narrow.  Spines  of  body  small  and  sharp,  projecting  backward 
nearly  parallel  with  axis  of  body,  decreasing  gradually  in  size  from  head 
to  caudal  in  the  dorsolateral  and  superior  lateral  series,  poorly  developed 
on  the  inferior  lateral  series  only  from  behind  the  pectoral  to  opposite 
front  of  anal,  entirely  absent  from  the  ventrolateral  series.  Plates  on 
breast,  2 pairs  in  front  of  veutrals,  followed  anteriorly  by  3 median  single 
plates;  on  each  side  of  these  a longitudinal  row  of  4 or  5 smaller  plates, 
continuous  with  the  ventrolateral  series ; outside  of  these  the  plates  form- 
ing the  edge  of  the  breast.  Branchiostegal  membrane  posteriorly  with  3 
or  more  very  weak  plates  medially,  or  none  at  all;  none  on  the  mem- 
branes laterally ; 2 or  3 fairly  developed  ones  in  front  part  of  under  side 
of  lower  jaw;  the  membrane  behind  vent  studded  with  several  poorly 
developed  plates,  none  between  ventrals  and  vent.  Head  as  in  X.  latifrons, 
but  more  depressed  and  slender;  snout  not  quite  so  short,  blunt;  greatest 
depth  of  head  f of  its  width,  the  latter  7 in  length  of  body;  orbits  large, 
oval,  their  longitudinal  diameter  2 in  head;  fl  slightlj'’  curved  row  of  4 
or  5 backwardly  directed  small  spines  on  eyeball  just  above  pupil;  inter- 
orbital space  deeply  concave,  with  minor  ridges  very  narrow,  about  3^  in 
long  diameter  of  eye,  9 in  head ; a single  pair  of  supraocular  spines ; the 
poorly  developed  occipital  ridges  with  2 pairs  of  spines,  of  which  the 
anterior  is  very  low  and  blunt ; temporal  ridges  moderate,  terminating  in 
a blunt  spine;  the  interrupted  ridge  across  cheek  less  prominent  and  shelf- 
like than  in  X.  latifrons,  bearing  1 spine  (sometimes  2)  in  front  of  anterior 
inferior  angle  of  orbit,  1 or  2 on  suborbital,  and  a single  broad  flat  spine 
(sometimes  preceded  by  a very  small  one)  at  posterior  edge  of  preopercle; 
cheek  below  ridge  entering  into  ventral  surface  of  head  with  a longitudinal 
series  of  3 or  4 plates;  nasal  spines  sharp,  far  apart;  median  rostral  plate 
small,  movable,  variable,  its  lateral  expansions  exposed  as  spines  and  with 
3 (in  1 specimen  4)  diverging  spines  directed  upward  and  backward;  not 
projecting  beyond  premaxillaries;  maxillary  reaching  very  little  beyond 
front  of  orbit,  entirely  covered  by  preorbital.  Jaws  equal ; teeth  on  jaws, 
vomer,  and  palatines.  Two  barbels  at  tip  of  each  maxillary;  those  on 
under  side  of  mandible  inconstant;  occasionally  a very  small  pair  near  tip 
of  jaw,  at  the  2 ends  of  the  terminal  mucous  pore;  another  at  edge  of  next 
mucous  pore  nearly  constant,  but  very  variable,  long,  short,  or  only  a small 
pimple,  single,  double,  or  even  a pair  on  each  side;  occasionally  a very 
small  one  at  edge  of  third  pore.  Dorsal  fins  separated  by  a moderate 

* Diagnosis:  Body  slightly  depressed,  its  depth  a little  less  than  its  width,  tapering 
moderately,  and  the  tail  tapering  more  gradually  toward  the  caudal;  width  of  body  at 
base  of  pectorals  7 in  length ; head  4i ; plates  in  dorsal  series  39 ; from  occiput  to  first  dor- 
sal 7 or  8,  between  dorsals  5 or  6,  from  A^entrals  to  anal  12  or  13  pairs ; barbels  2 at  tip  of 
maxillary,  those  on  lower  jaw  inconstant,  usually  2 pairs.  Median  rostral  plate  small, 
nearly  vertical,  with  3 upright  spines;  nasal  spines  prominent,  separated;  1 pair  of  supra- 
ocular and  1 pair  of  occipital  spines.  Teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines ; gill  membranes 
joined  to  isthmus  Avithout  free  fold.  BroAvnish  olive  aboA’e,  pale  below ; 4 or  5 dusky  cross 
bars  on  back. 
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space;  first  dorsal  with  5 to  7,  usually  6 spines;  anal  begins  2 or  3 plates 
in  front  of  second  dorsal;  pectorals  6f  in  length  of  body,  their  base  3 in 
their  length,  the  lower  5 or  6 rays  exserted,  separated  from  the  upper  by 
a notch  in  the  adult,  the  2 or  3 uppermost  of  the  exserted  rays  sometimes 
longer  than  the  longest  upper  rays;  ventrals  of  female  a little  less  than 
long  diameter  of  orbit,  f as  long  as  in  male;  caudal  3 times  as  long  as  wide 
at  base;  lateral  line  39  to  41;  pore  plates  thin,  weak,  spineless.  Color 
olive  brownish,  pale  below,  with  5 faint  cross  bars,  1 beneath  first  dorsal, 
1 between  dorsals,  1 beneath  posterior  part  of  second  dorsal  running  up  on 
fin,  2 on  peduncle;  these  bars  often  indistinct  or  absent;  a blackish  blotch 
in  axil;  caudal  black,  narrowly  edged  with  white;  dorsals  dusky,  darker 
toward  tips,  seeond  dorsal  narrowly  white-edged;  pectorals  dusky;  short, 
black  streaks  on  rays  forming  indefinite  cross  bars,  those  at  base  aggre- 
gated into  a blotch  ; ventrals  light  in  both  sexes.  Length  7 inches.  Deep 
waters  of  North  Pacific,  Bering  Sea  to  San  Diego,  in  70  to  339  fathoms. 
Here  described  from  Dr.  Gilbert’s  types.  {Ttevre,  five;  ccxavOa,  spine.) 

Xenochirus  pentacanthus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  91,  Bering  Sea  and  off 
San  Diego.  (Coll. 

2424.  XEXOCHIRUS  ALASCAXUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  4^  to  4^  in  length ; width  of  head  equaling  or  slightly  exceeding 
length  of  snout  and  ej'e.  Depth  of  body  equaling  length  of  snout  and  4 
eye.  Fin  rays  in  8 specimens  as  follows : 


1 

Spinous  dorsal. 

Soft  dorsal. 

Anal.  1 

1 Rays  

1 

V. 

VI  ' YII. 

6. 

7. 

1 7. 

8. 

j Specimens 

1 

4 3 

6 

2 

7 

1 1 

Pectoral  15  or  16.  Ventral  I,  2.  Lateral  line  39  or  40.  A decided  pit 
behind  the  eyes,  and  a deep  transverse  nuchal  depression,  the  two  separ- 
ated by  the  prominent  occipital  region.  Snout  of  moderate  length,  much 
depressed  behind  the  spines,  3|  to  3|  in  head.  Eye  3 in  head  in  adults. 
Interorbital  space  wider,  much  more  deeply  concave,  the  supraocular 
ridges  very  heavy,  minutely  roughened,  ending  posteriorly  in  robust 
spines.  Rostral  spines  as  in  X.  pentacanthus.  A small  apical  plate  bear- 
ing 3 small  diverging  spines,  behind  which  are  2 longer  ones.  Preor- 
bital with  a small  spinous  point  directed  backwards.  A spine  posteriorly 
on  bony  bridge  across  cheek.  Below  this  bridge,  the  cheek  is  entirely 
mailed  by  3 rounded  plates  which  bear  no  spines,  except  in  the  young, 
and  so  intimately  joined  that  the  sutures  are  difficult  to  discover.  In 
X.  pentacanthus  the  plates  are  much  smaller  and  do  not  entirely  cover 
the  cheeks,  leaving  soft  areas  surrounding  them;  the  2 posterior  plates 
in  this  species  also  bear  spines.  Maxillary  3}  in  head,  barely  reaching 
front  of  orbit.  Teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines,  the  usual  row  of  5 
or  6 prickles  on  eyeball.  Preoperele  with  3 diverging  spines  at  angle,  a 
rounded  lobe  beneath  them;  spines  and  ridges  otherwise  as  in  A',  penta- 
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canihus,  but  stronger  and  rougher;  3 or  4 strong  plates  present  on 
gular  membrane;  a few  weak  ones  or  none  on  branchiostegal  membrane 
mesially.  Two  barbels  at  tip  of  each  maxillary,  and  a pair,  often  double, 
on  under  side  of  mandible  arising  from  the  margin  of  the  anterior  pair  of 
mandibular  pores.  The  symphyseal  pore  has  its  margin  sometimes  pro- 
vided with  very  short  barbel-like  elevations.  Space  between  dorsal  ridges 
very  deeply  concave  in  front  of  dorsal  fins;  the  single  ridge  behind  dorsal 
fins  provided  with  very  short,  scarcely  preceptible,  double  spines;  lower 
lateral  series  of  plates  continued  forward  to  axil  of  pectorals,  becoming 
indistinct  in  X.  peniacanihus;  ventral  series  anteriorly  with  few  short 
spines  or  none,  this  series  strongly  spined  in  X.  peniacanthus;  plates  on 
breast  arranged  alike  in  the  2 species,  but  in  A",  alascanus  they  are  more 
finely  striate,  and  bear  neither  spines  nor  raised  centers,  except  in  very 
young  examples.  In  A',  peniacanthus  the  elevated  centers  may  or  may  not 
bear  short  spines.  Seven  plates  before  dorsal,  8 or  9 under  spinous  dorsal, 
2 or  3 between  dorsals,  7 or  8 under  soft  dorsal,  13  or  14  behind  dorsals. 
Distance  from  snout  to  nape  equaling  or  slightly  exceeding  that  from  nape 
to  first  dorsal.  Front  of  anal  under  end  of  spinous  dorsal  or  slightly 
behind  that  point,  more  anteriorly  placed  than  in  A.  peniacanthus.  Ven- 
trals  24  to  2|  in  head.  Lower  pectoral  rays  produced,  with  incised  mem- 
branes as  long  as  head  behind  rostral  spines.  Color  lighter  than  in  A. 
peniacanthus,  more  or  less  finely  speckled  above,  usually  with  5 or  6 dusky 
cross  bars  on  back;  a series  of  linear  dark  blotches  below  the  lateral  line; 
head  often  finely  speckled  with  brown,  and  showing  traces  of  a brown 
bar  forward  from  eye  to  snout;  dorsals,  caudal,  and  upper  half  of  pec- 
toral light,  finely  speckled  with  brown,  the  caudal  shaded  with  dusky ; 
ventrals  and  anal  white.  Most  nearly  related  to  A.  peniacanthus  with 
which  it  agrees  in  having  a rostral  plate  bearing  3 spines  and  in  the 
absence  of  a free  fold  to  branchiostegal  membranes.  It  differs  conspicu- 
ously in  the  broader  head,  with  its  much  heavier  spines  and  ridges,  in  the 
presence  of  deep  postocular  and  nuchal  pits,  in  the  smooth  breast  and 
cheeks,  in  adults  in  the  different  coloration  and  fin  rays,  and  in  many 
other  different  details.  Aleutian  Islands;  taken  rather  abundantly  in 
the  vicinity  of  Unimak  Pass,  both  north  and  south  of  the  islands,  at 
depths  of  56  to  138  fathoms.  (Gilbert.)  Taken  by  us  off  Karluk.  {alas- 
canus, pertaining  to  Alaska.) 

Xenochirus  alascanus,  Gilbert,  Eept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  438,  Unimak  Pass 
Aleutian  Islands.  (Coll.  Albatross.) 

2425.  XEXOCHIRUS  LATIFROXS,*  Gilbert. 

B.  6;  ID.  6 or  7;  2 D.  7;  A.  7 or  8;  P.  14  or  15;  Y.  3 (1,2);  C.  1-11-1; 
vertebrae  12 -|- 29  = (41).  Body  as  deep  as  wide,  8-hedral;  caudal  pe- 

* Diagnosis:  Body  slender,  tapering  uniformly  from  head  to  caudal:  depth  equaling 
width,  the  latter  at  base  of  pectorals  8|  in  length ; head  4|.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  37  to 
40;  between  occiput  and  first  doi’sal  6,  occasionally  7;  between  dorsals  4 or  5;  from  ven- 
trals to  anal  13  or  14  pairs.  One  large  barbel  at  tip  of  maxillary,  1 pair  near  tip  of  lower 
jaw,  at  edges  of  terminal  mucous  pore,  and  1 at  edge  of  next  pore.*  Median  rostral  plate 
present,  with  a single  upright  spine.  Nasal  spines  prominent,  separated;  1 pair  supra- 
ocular and  2 pairs  occipital  spines.  Teeth  in«jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Gill  membranes 
joined  to  isthmus,  with  narrow  free  fold  behind.  Dusky  olive,  paler  below;  5 or  6 indis- 
tinct dark  cross  bars;  spinous  dorsal  with  black  margin. 
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dunclo  depressed,  6-hedral.  The  thin,  sharp,  curved  spines  present  on 
all  the  ridges;  on  the  dorsolateral  and  superior  lateral  series,  from 
head  to  caudal;  on  the  inferior  lateral  series,  from  opposite  front  end 
of  first  dorsal  to  hase  of  caudal;  and  on  ventrolateral  series,  from  base 
of  pectorals  to  a short  distance  in  front  of  anal;  2 pairs  of  plates 
between  last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  first  median  plate,  and  2 pairs 
between  last  anal  ray  and  first  median  jilate;  about  23  oval,  striated 
plates  with  raised  centers  on  breast;  no  plates  on  branchiostegal  mem- 
brane; 2 or  3 anteriorly  on  under  side  of  mandible;  a small  plate  or 
none  in  front  of  pectorals.  Membrane  behind  vent  with  6 to  9 small 
plates  arranged  in  pairs,  none  between  ventrals  and  vent.  Head  de- 
press(*d,  its  depth  ^ of  width,  the  latter  (across  preopercles)  7 in  lengrh  of 
body;  snout  short,  blunt.  Orbits  large,  oval,  the  vertical  diameter  f 
of  the  longitudinal  diameter,  the  latter  2^  in  head;  3 to  5 small,  back- 
wardly  directed  spines  in  a slightly  curved  line  on  eyeball  just  above 
pupil.  luterorbital  space  A^ery  narrow,  7 in  head,  deeply  concave,  with 
2 minute  longitudinal  ridges.  Supraocular  ridges  Avith  1 spine,  the 
poorly  developed  occipital  ridges  with  2,  of  which  the  anterior  is  much 
the  smaller;  the  interrupted  suborbital  ridge  close  under  orbit,  well 
deA'eloped,  with  2 spines  on  suborbital  and  1 on  preopercle;  no  plates  on 
loAver  part  of  cheek,  which  enters  A'entral  surface  of  head;  nasal  spines 
sharp,  far  apart;  median  rostral  plate  small,  its  lateral  expansions  em- 
bedded in  the  skin,  a single,  small,  median,  curA’ed,.  upright  S])ine.  Max- 
illary reaching  slightly  lieyond  front  of  orbit;  lower  jaw  a very  little 
included;  Avell  developed  teeth  in  seA^eral  rows  on  jaws,  Aomer,  and 
palatines.  A single  long  liarbel  at  tip  of  maxillary;  a small  pair  at  ends 
of  the  terminal  mucous  pore,  near  the  tiji  of  lower  jaw,  and  another  just 
behind  this  at  the  edge  of  the  next  pore,  the  former  sometimes,  the  latter 
frequently,  bifid  or  a pair  on  each  side.  Dorsals  fairly  separated;  second 
dorsal  higher  than  first;  anal  beginning  about  1 plate  in  front  of  second 
dorsal;  pectorals  in  length  of  body,  their  base  nearly  3 in  their  length, 
with  14  or  15  rays,  the  lower  exserted,  separated  by  a notch  from  the 
upper  rays  in  adult,  the  3 or  4 uppermost  of  these  as  long  as  or  longer  than 
the  longest  upper  rays ; A^eiitrals  of  female  a little  less  than  long  diametm- 
of  orbit,  f as  long  as  those  of  male;  caudal  broad  and  short,  its  width  at 
base  a little  more  than  2 in  its  length.  Lateral  line  Avith  39  or  40  pores; 
the  plates  small,  spineless.  Color,  dusky  oliA’e,  light  below,  the  back 
with  5 or  6 faint  darker  cross  bars ; axillary  region  blackish,  soft  dorsal 
and  caudal  with  the  rays  black;  spinous  dorsal  Avith  a conspicuous  jet- 
black  margin;  pectorals  somewhat  dusky  aboA^e;  A^entrals  pale  in  both 
sexes.  Total  length  reaches  7^  inches.  Deep  waters  of  the  North  Pacific; 
coast  of  Oregon  to  San  Diego  and  outAvard;  abundant  in  50  to  204 
fathoms.  Here  described  from  Dr.  Gilbert’s  types,  {latus,  wide; /rows, 
forehead. ) 

Xenochirus  latifrons,  (Iilbert,  Proc.  L.  S.  Nat.  Mixs.  1890,  92,  off  Coast  of  Oregon  and 
off  San  Diego.  (Coll.  Albatross.) 
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2426.  XEXOCHIRUS  TRIACAXTHUS,'  Gilbert. 

B.  6;  1 D.  5 or  6;  2 D.6  or  7;  A.  6;  P.13;  V.  3 (1,2);  C.  1-11-1.  Body 
depressed  tlirougliout  its  length,  sharply  octagonal,  peduncle  hexagonal; 
the  sharp,  delicate  spines  present  on  all  the  ridges  from  head  to  caudal, 
except  the  first  few  plates  on  the  inferior  lateral,  and  on  the  ventrolateral 
from  a short  distance  in  front  of  anal  to  caudal ; one  pair  of  plates  between 
last  ray  of  second  dorsal  and  first  median  plate  (the  first  3 median  plates 
sometimes  each  with  a pair  of  closely  approximated  spines)  and  1 pair 
between  last  anal  ray  and  first  median  plate;  about  25  radially  striated 
plates  on  breast,  5 or  6 small  ones  on  posterior  part  of  gill  membranes  in 
front  of  breast,  1 on  each  side  anteriorly,  and  3 or  4 well-developed  plates 
on  front  part  of  under  side  of  mandible;  intervals  between  ventrolateral 
behind  vent  with  12  to  15  small  plates,  mostly  in  pairs,  none  between 
ventrals  and  vent.  Head  more  depressed  and  elongate  than  in  A',  pentacan- 
tlius  and  latifrons,  its  depth  i in  width,  the  latter  8f  in  length  of  body; 
snout  elongate  triangular,  nearly  equal  to  long  diameter  of  orbit.  Orbits 
oval,  the  vertical  f of  the  longitudinal  diameter,  the  latter  3 in  head;  a 
slightly  curved  row  of  3 to  5 spines  on  eyeball  above  pupil.  Interorbital 
space  narrow,  concave,  without  minor  ridges,  9 in  head.  Supraocular 
ridges  ending  in  a sharp  spine;  occipital  low,  with  2 pairs  of  spines,  of 
which  the  anterior  is  low  and  blunt.  Temporal  moderate,  ending  in  a 
sharp  suprascapular  sjune;  suborbital  ridge  moderate,  close  under  orbit, 
with  1 spine  on  suboi;bital  and  ending  in  1 at  edge  of  preopercle ; below  the 
latter  spine,  another,  broadly  triangular;  3 or  4 well-developed  spineless 
plates  on  lower  part  of  cheek,  which  enters  into  ventral  surface  of  head; 
nasal  spines  strong,  sharp,  far  apart;  median  rostral  plate  small,  movable, 
slightly  overhanging,  premaxillary  (its  lateral  expansions  as  free  spines) 
bearing  a single  upright  spine;  lower  jaw  a little  included,  maxillary  not 
reaching  orbit.  Barbels  probably  varying  much,  for  they  differ  markedly 
on  the  2 sides  of  the  jaw  in  the  single  specimen  examined.  Dorsals  well 
separated;  anal  beginning  about  1 plate  behind  the  beginning  of  second 
dorsal;  pectorals  5|  in  length  of  body,  their  base  of  their  length,  with 
13  rays,  the  4 lower  exserted,  separated  from  the  rest  by  a notch,  the  2 
upper  of  the.se  4 longer  than  any  of  the  other  rays;  ventrals  of  male  2^ 
in  head  (in  female  j)robably  shorter) ; width  of  caudal  at  base  2^  in  its 
length.  Color  olivaceous,  with  traces  of  darker  cross  bars  on  back,  fins 
light  or  somewhat  dusky,  rays  dark ; ventrals  pale  in  both  sexes.  Descrii?- 
tion  taken  from  Dr.  Gilbert’s  type.  Total  length  reaches  7 inches.  Coast 
of  California  to  coast  of  Oregon,  in  47  to  204  fathoms;  a specimen  also 
taken  off  Point  Reyes  in  75  fathoms.  (rpEi<;,  three;  dxavSa,  spine.) 

Xenochirus  triacanthus,  Gilbert,  Proc.U.  S.  Xat.  Mas.  1890,  91,  coast  of  California,  at  Alba- 
tross Station  2893,  in  145  fathoms;  Jordan  (fc  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  827,  pi.  93. 


* Diagnosis ; Body  tapering  nnifonnly  from  head  to  caudal,  its  depth  f of  width  at  hase 
of  pectorals,  the  latter  8i  in  length;  bead  5 or  a little  less.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  39; 
between  occiput  and  first  dorsal  7 ; between  dorsals  5 ; between  ventrals  and  anal  15  pairs. 
Two  barbels  at  tip  of  each  maxillary,  1 pair  at  edge  of  the  terminal  mucons  pore  on  under 
side  of  mandible,  1 at  edge  of  next  pore,  and  1 at  edge  of  third  pore.  Median  rostral  plate 
with  a single  upright  spine.  Xasal  .spines  prominent;  1 pair  supraocular  and  2 jmirs 
occipital  spines.  Teeth  on  jaws,  xomer,  and  palatines.  Gill  membranes  joined  to  isth- 
mus, without  free  fold.  Olivaceous,  with  traces  of  darker  cross  bars;  fins  light,  the  rays 
darker. 
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775.  ODONTOPYXIS,  Lockiiigtoii. 

Odontopyxis,  Lockington,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miis.,  ii,  1879,  328  (trisjmiosus) . 

Body  very  sleuder,  depressed,  tapering  uniformly  from  liead  to  caudal; 
head  3^  to  4^,  the  width  of  body  6 to  7,  depth  6 to  8 in  length  of  body.  A 
deep  pit  behind  occiput  with  a longitudinal  ridge  in  its  bottom;  plates  in 
dorsal  series  35  to  40;  both  dorsal  tins  present;  4 (3)  rays  in  first,  C (7)  in 
second;  teeth  numerous  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Gill  membranes 
broadly  joined  to  isthmus,  without  free  fold;  a single  upright  spine  on 
median  rostral  plate;  supraocular  spines  small,  sharp;  2 pairs  of  blunt 
occipital  spines  or  tubercles,  (odov?,  tooth;  box.) 

2127.  ODONTOPYXIS  TRISPINOSUS,"  Lockington. 

B.  6;  1 D.  4 (occasionally  3) ; 2 D.  6 (occasionally  7);  A.  5 to  7;  P.  14; 
V.  3 (1,2);  C.  1-11-1  (sometimes  1-10-1);  jiyloric  cjeca  5 to  7 (1  or  2 very 
small;  3 individuals).  Body  octagonal,  the  faces  a little  concave;  spines 
small,  sharp,  present  on  the  dorsolateral  and  superior  lateral  series  nearly 
from  head  to  caudal;  a few  very  weak  ones  on  inferior  lateral ; none  on  ven- 
trolateral series ; about  3 long,  sharp  spines  on  each  side  of  base  of  caudal 
on  the  terminal  plates.  Two  or  3 pairs  of  plates  between  last  ray  of  second 
dorsal  and  tirst  median  plate,  and  1 or  2 pairs  between  last  anal  ray  and 
first  median  plate;  18  to  20  quite  large,  radially  striated  plates  on  breast, 
6 or  7 of  varying  size  in  front  of,  and  several  minute  spinous  ones  on  base 
of  pectorals ; 3 or  4 strong  plates  on  median  part  of  gill  membranes  pos- 
teriorly, 1 to  3 on  each  side  in  front,  3 or  4 on  under  side  of  jaw,  so  that 
the  whole  of  under  side  of  head  is  well  armored;  1 or  2 plates  between 
ventrals  and  vent,  the  latter  surrounded  by  small  tubercles.  Head  some- 
what depressed,  its  depth  iV  of  its  width,  the  latter  7 in  length  of  body; 
orbits  nearly  circular,  the  longitudinal  diameter  about  3|^  in  head;  a few 
minute  spines  on  eyeball  above  pupil;  snout  pointed,  equal  to  orbit; 
interorbital  space  concave,  narrow,  g of  longitudinal  diameter  of  eye; 
occipital  and  temporal  ridges  weak.  A deep  transverse  pit  behind  occi- 
])ut,  broader  in  front,  its  bottom  divided  longitudinally  by  the  cranial 
ridge  above  the  foramen  magnum ; suborbital  ridge  moderate,  1 spine  on 
preorbital,  and  a very  blunt  flat  one  at  posterior  edge  of  opercle;  1 or  2 
blunt  flat  projections  below  the  latter  spine;  opercle  with  a ridge  and  3 
to  7 or  8 minnte  spines  or  prickles  along  its  posterior  border.  Cheek  below 
sii))orbital  ridge  entering  into  ventral  surface  of  head,  with  2 or  3 well- 
developed  plates;  several  small  plates  in  a longitudinal  series  behind 
orbit,  above  suborbital  and  preopercle,  the  highly  movable  median 
rostral  plate  Avith  a single  upright  spine,  its  lateral  expansions  free,  in 


‘ * Diagnosis:  Body  tapering  uniformly  from  head  to  caudal,  depressed,  its  depth  about  | 
of  its  width  (at  base  of  iiectorals),  the  latter  7 in  length  of  body.  Head  4-i  ; a deep  pit 
behind  occiput,  with  a longitudinal  ridge  in  its  bottom.  Plates  in  the  dorsal  series  35  to 
37;  between  occiput  and  tirst  dorsal  6 (occasionally  7)  pairs;  between  dorsals  5 (occasion- 
ally 6);  between  ventrals  and  anal  12  or  13  pairs;  teeth  numerous  on  jaws,  vomer,  and 
palatines.  One  small  barbel  at  tip  of  maxillary;  gill  membranes  broadly  joined  to 
isthmus,  without  free  fold.  Median  rostral  plate  with  .a  single  upright  spine;  nasal 
spines  separated;  supraocular  spines  small,  sharp;  2 pairs  of  occipital  in  the  form  of  low, 
blunt  tubercles.  Color  olivaceous,  with  6 or  7 dai-ker  cross  bars. 
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form  of  small  spines,  slightly  overhanging  premaxiliaries.  Jaws  equal, 
maxillary  reaching  front  of  orbit.  Dorsals  well  separated ; anal  beginning 
about  1 pair  of  idates  behind  front  of  second  dorsal;  pectorals  5^  to  in 
length  of  body,  the  base  about  .S  in  their  length,  with  14  rays,  of  which 
the  lower  5 to  7 are  exserted,  the  depth  of  the  notches  in  the  membrane 
variable,  the  2 or  3 uppermost  of  these  exserted  rays  nearly  as  long  (some- 
times as  long)  as  the  longest  upper  rays;  ventral  fins  of  female  al)ont 
twice  the  interorbital  space,  about  f of  the  ventrals  of  male;  width  of 
caudal  at  base  3 in  the  length.  Lateral  line  36.  Color  olivaceous,  with  7 
or  8 darker  cross  bars — 1 in  front  of  first  dorsal,  1 under  and  extending 
into  middle  of  first  dorsal,  1 under  front,  and  1 under  hind  end  of  second 
dorsal,  and  3 or  4 on  caudal  peduncle;  a large  bluish-black  blotch  on 
preopercle  and  opercle ; first  dorsal  dark,  the  distal  ^ white ; second  dorsal 
with  2 minute  indefinite  cross  bars  of  darker;  caudal  dark  at  base,  a 
broad  dark  band  near  its  distal  end,  and  the  tip  broadly  white-edged; 
pectorals  light,  indistinctly  cross-barred  by  series  of  dark  streaks  on  the 
rays ; ventrals  jjale  in  both  sexes.  Length  about  3 inches.  Coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, from  Puget  Sound  to  Santa  Parbara ; rather  common  in  11  to  57 
fiithoms.  Here  described  from  specimens  taken  ofi:’  Point  Reyes,  where  it 
is  abundant.  One  specimen  recorded  by  Lockiugton  (loc.  cit.)  as  having 
come  from  Alaska,  (firs,  three;  sjy'tnostis,  spined.) 

Odontopyxis  trispinous,  Lockixgton,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  ii,  1879,  328,  San  Francisco, 
California  (Coll.  W.  N.  Lockington) ; Jordan  <fe  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  729, 1883;  Jordan, 
Cat.  Fishes  N.  A.,  114,  1885. 


776.  BOTHRAGONUS,  Gill. 

Bothragonus,  Gill  MS.,  in  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  728, 1883  (swanii). 

Head  and  front  of  back  rhombic  as  seen  from  above;  body  strongly 
compressed  behind;  length  of  head  3,  width  of  head  2},  depth  of  body 
about  4f  in  standard  length.  A deep  pit  at  nape,  several  processes 
extending  into  it  from  its  posterior  edge.  Mouth  siibinferior;  posterior 
edge  of  opercle  serrated.  Both  dorsals  and  anal  weak,  with  short  rays ; 
anal  under  second  dorsal;  first  dorsal  3 ; second  dorsal  5;  anal  3;  no  spines 
anywhere.  Teeth  on  jaws  and  vomer  (state  of  palatines  not  mentioned). 
Gill  membranes  broadly  united  to  isthmus.  {f36Bpo<;,  a pit;  Agonus.) 

2428.  BOTHRAGOXrS  SIVAXII  (Steiudachner). 

B.  5;  D.  Ill,  5;  A.  5;  P.  12;  V.  3 (1,2);  lateral  line  32.  Head  widening 
rapidly  backward  from  the  blunt  snout,  with  4 broad,  low  (occipital  and 
temporal)  ridges,  between  which  the  surfaces  are  concave.  Body  narrow,- 
ing  rapidly  from  head  to  beginning  of  first  dorsal,  from  there  to  caudal 
strongly  compressed,  A deep  transverse  oval  pit  on  mid-dorsal  surface 
between  occiput  and  nape;  3 delicate  larger  and  several  smaller  proc- 
esses extending  into  it  from  its  posterior  edge  to  about  its  middle. 
Length  of  head  3,  its  greatest  breadth  (over  opercles)  about  2J;  depth  of 
body  under  first  dorsal  about  4|,  from  the  occipital  pit  to  base  of  ventrals 
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a little  more  than  3 in  leugtli  of  body.  luterorbital  space  slightly  more 
than  i of  head;  snout  4;  width  of  mouth  about  3.|,  orbit  about  5|  in  head. 
Snout  rounded  anteriorly,  longitudinally  ar<-hed,  rising  knob-like  before 
the  Hat  forehead,  and  extending  a little  Ixiyoud  mouth,  the  latter  broader 
at  its  angles  than  long,  these  a little  in  front  of  middle  of  eye.  Teeth  on 
jaws  and  vomer  in  several  series,  very  small,  conical,  blunt  at  tips; 
plates  on  cheeks  raised  into  tubercles;  posteriorly  the  transvers(‘ly  llat- 
tened  forehead  is  separated  by  a slightly  curved,  ver3^  low  ridg(‘  from  tlui 
occipital  region;  plates  surrounding  the  occipital  pit  in  part  large  and 
polygonal;  last  plate  of  head,  above  posterior  end  of  opercle,  extending 
outward  as  a broad,  low  pyramid;  small  bonj^  plates  embedded  in  skin 
on  underside  of  head;  preopercle  spineless;  edge  of  opercle  scalloped  and 
serrated.  First  dorsal  beginning  about  middle  of  bodj’^;  space  between 
dorsals  equaling  distance  from  center  of  eye  to  tip  of  snout;  spines  of  first 
dorsal  but  little  shorter  than  rays  of  second  dorsal;  both  dorsals  and  anal 
rounded;  caudal  about  2 in  head,  slightly  rouuded;  base  of  large  pecto- 
ral reaching  to  ventral  surface,  its  longest  ray  If  in  head;  ventrals  some 
distance  behind  pectorals,  about  2 in  the  latter;  distance  between  base 
of  ventrals  and  front  of  anal  a little  more  than  the  head;  anal  pit  some 
distance  behind  base  of  ventrals.  Plates  of  lateral  line  flat,  those  of 
remaining  series  considerablj'  larger  and  elevated  at  their  centers,  forming 
4 series  of  blunt  processes  or  ridges;  14  pairs  of  plates  between  ventrals 
and  anal,  5 between  hinder  edge  of  occipital  pit  and  first  dorsal  (6  from 
occiput  to  first  dorsal);  7 between  second  dorsal  and  caudal;  ventral 
surface  narrowing  rapidly  from  head  to  anal  and  anteriorly  convex,  pos- 
teriorly flat.  A blackish-gray  cross  band  surrounds  the  head,  wreath-like, 
its  outlines  indefinite  in  places,  passing  transversely  across  forehead 
and  from  lower  edge  of  orbit  completely  around  edge  of  mouth;  band 
under  first  dorsal  passing  obliquely  forward  to  near  insertion  of  ventrals; 
the  next  band  falling  between  the  dorsals,  and  the  third  under  second 
dorsal;  both  are  vertical;  pectorals  with  a narrow  dark  cross  bar  at  base 
and  a much  broader  marbled  one  occupying  nearly  the  whole  distal  half 
of  fin ; ventrals  with  3 or  4 bands  of  dark  spots ; on  both  dorsals  and  anal 
oblique  cross  bars  of  dark  spots;  caudal  with  numerous  cross  bars  of  dark 
spots,  which  increase  in  intensity  of  color  distally  and  flow  together  and 
leave  isolated  spots  of  lighter;  ground  color  of  body  light  yellowish  with 
a tinge  of  brownish.  Length  of  the  single  specimen  1 inch  11  lines; 
found  dead  on  the  beach  after  a storm.  (After  Steindachner.)  The  fol- 
lowing points  may  be  added  from  the  4 excellent  figures:  The  ventro- 
lateral series  lie  entirely  on  ventral  surface  of  body  anteriorly  and  meet 
in  front  of  vent;  2 pairs  of  plates  between  A-entrals  and  vent;  a single 
plate  between  bases  of  ventrals,  4 plates  in  pairs  in  front  of  them  on 
bieast,  and  these  preceded  by  2 single  plates;  10  or  12  rather  small  plates 
in  about  3 rows  in  front  of  base  of  pectorals;  several  plates  on  lower 
part  of  cheek  and  a longitudinal  series  of  them  behind  orbit,  above 
suborbital  and  preopercle.  Puget  Sound;  known  from  single  speci- 
men. This  species  has  been  eironeously  referred  to  the  genus  Jlypsago- 
7H(s,  because  of  its  short  compressed  body  and  peculiar  form  of  head. 
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A very  careful  comparison  of  the  description  and  the  excellent  figures 
with  Odontopyxis  trispinosus,  Lockington,  with  which  Steindachner  was 
probably  not  acquainted,  makes  it  evident  that  in  spite  of  its  aberrant 
form,  the  Hypsagonus  swanii  is  more  closely  related  to  it  than  to  any 
other  known  species.  There  is  in  reality  no  point  of  resemblance  to 
H.  quadricornis  except  the  shortness  of  the  body  and  the  compressed 
condition  of  its  posterior  part.  In  all  of  the  following  points,  some  of 
which  Steindachner  mentioned  as  differences  between  his  species  and  H. 
quadricornis,  B.  swanii  agrees  with  0.  trispinosus:  Both  dorsals  and  anal 
small ; the  distance  of  the  first  dorsal  from  nape  and  the  distance  between 
dorsals  (measured  by  the  number  of  plates);  the  deep  pit  at  nape;  posi- 
tion of  vent,  with  1 or  2 pairs  of  plates  between  it  and  the  base  of  the 
ventrals;  2 or  3 series  of  small  plates  between  base  of  pectoral  and  gill 
opening;  small  plates  on  gill  membranes  and  lower  jaw;  the  longitudinal 
series  of  small  plates  behind  orbit;  the  coloration,  etc.  The  only  known 
specimen  was  less  than  2 inches  (50  mm.)  long  and  was  doubtless  a young 
one.  The  most  marked  characters  which  distinguish  B.  swanii  from 
Odontopyxis  are  the  shortness  of  the  body,  the  wideness  of  the  body  in 
front,  and  the  compression  of  the  tail ; all  are  characters  which  distinguish 
the  young  from  the  adult  in  all  species  of  the  family  in  which  the  young 
have  been  seen  and  described,  except  that  here  these  characters  seem 
exaggerated.  (Named  for  James  G.  Swan,  of  Port  Townsend,  'Washing- 
ton, a veteran  observer  and  collector.) 

JSypsagonus  swanii,  Steindachnee,  Ichth.  Beitrage,  v,  144,  pi.  4,  Sitzl).  der  Akad.  tViss., 
Lxxrs’,  July,  1876,  Port  Townsend.  (Coll.  James  G.  Swan.  Typeiu  Coll.  Mus.  Vienna.) 
Bothragonus  swanii,  GmL,  in  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  728, 1883;  Jordan,  Cat,  Fishes 
N.  A.,  114, 1885. 


777.  ASPIDOPHOROIDES,  LacepMe. 

Aspidophor aides,  Lacepede,  Hist.  Xat.  Poiss.,  iii,  228, 1802  {tra7iquebar=monopterygius). 
Canthirhynciis,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Fishes,  etc.,  ii,  272, 1839  (monopterygius) . 
Anoplagonus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  xiii,  1861. 259  (inermis). 
ricina,  Cramer,  in  Jodran  A Evermann,  Check-Li.st  Fishes,  449, 1896  (olriki). 

Body  and  head  more  or  less  slender;  head  4 to  6,  width  5 to  8 in  length 
of  body  ; 8 longitudinal  rows  of  plates,  the  lateral  line  in  the  iqiper  lateral 
row ; about  40  plates  in  the  dorsal  series.  Terminal  rostral  plate  present, 
unarmed;  mouth  terminal;  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Supra- 
ocular and  occipital  spines  absent ; plates  of  body  more  or  less  keeled, 
without  spines.  First  dorsal  absent;  second  dorsal  and  anal  small,  oppo- 
site each  other,  each  with  4 to  7 rays.  Gill  membranes  united,  narrowly 
joined  to  isthmus  anteriorly,  free  behind.  (ddTTz's,  shield;  6opeoo,  to  bear; 
EiSo<i,  form.) 

Ulcina  (ulke,  a sculpin,  in  Danish) : 

a.  Body  rather  robust,  the  depth  about  5 in  length,  the  head  4 in  length;  plates  in  lat- 
eral line  usually  less  than  40. 

h.  Lateral  line  with  40  plates ; nasal  spines  well  developed.  olriki,  2429. 

bh.  Lateral  line  with  36  to  38  plates;  nasal  spines  very  small  or  obsolete. 

GUNTHERI,  2430. 
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aa.  Body  very  slender,  the  depth  about  8 in  length,  the  head  5 to  6 ; i)late8  in  lateral  line 
more  than  40. 

c.  Ifasal  spines  present;  no  median  dorsal  roTv  of  plates  behind  occiput. 
ASPIDOPHOROIDES  : 

« d.  About  48  (or  fewer)  plates  in  dorsal  series ; temporal  ridge  ending  pos- 

teriorly in  a slight  elevation.  Atlantic  coast. 

MONOPTERYGIUS,  2431. 

dd.  49  or  50  pairs  of  plates  in  dorsal  series ; temporal  ridge  not  ending  pos- 
teriorly in  a slight  ridge.  Pacific  coast.  bartoni,  2432. 

Anoplagonus  (ayowXoi,  unarmed;  Agonus): 

cc.  Nasal  spines  absent;  a median  dorsal  row  of  small  plates  from  occiput  half- 
way to  dorsal.  inermis,  2433. 

Subgenus  ULCINA,  Cramer. 

2429.  ASPIDOPHOROIDES  OLRIKI,  Liitken. 

D.  6 or  7;  A.  6 or  7;  P.13  or  14;  Y.  3 (I,  2) ; C.  10  (Liitkeu).  Form  short 
and  thick  compared  'withA.monojytenjf/uis,  depressed  anteriorly,  posteriorly 
narrower  and  somewhat  angular.  Nape  and  fore  part  of  hack  concave ; 
forehead  strongly  arched  antero-posteriorly.  Interorhital  space  concave, 
supraorbital  ridges  high.  Ventral  surface  flat.  Greatest  breadth,  over 
opercles,  f of  length  of  head,  the  latter  44  to  4^  in  total  length,  its  greatest 
height,  at  shoulder,  f of  length  of  head.  One  pair  of  nasal  spines ; a single 
barbel  at  angle  of  mouth  (at  tip  of  maxillary,  as  in  other  Aspidoplioroidts,) 
overlooked  in  the  original  description.  Pectorals  large,  about  as  long  as 
head;  other  fins  small;  all  rays  simple ; anal  under  dorsal,  about  midway 
between  head  and  caudal ; ventrals  inserted  a little  behind  base  of  pectorals. 
Eyes  large,  their  diameter  ^ or  a little  less  in  length  of  head,  longer  than 
snout.  Mouth  small,  its  angle  in  line  with  anterior  edge  of  orbit.  Vent 
large,  lying  with  its  surrounding  naked  area  about  2 pairs  of  plates  dis- 
tant from  base  of  ventrals.  Gill  membranes  united.  Eight  longitudinal 
rows  of  plates  on  body,  6 on  tail.  In  dorsal  series  36  to  38,  the  posterior 
12  or  13  on  tail,  median  unpaired;  in  front  of  dorsal,  14  to  16  pairs.  Supe- 
rior lateral  (lateral  line)  series  36  to  38;  inferior  lateral  series  35  to  37 ; on 
breast  12  to  14,  paired  and  unpaired.  Two  unpaired  plates  between  vent 
and  ventrals  (from  ventrals  to  anal  about  12  pairs).  Teeth  on  jaws, 
vomer,  and  palatines.  Fin  rays,  dorsal  6,  anal  6,  in  3 individuals,  5 in 
each  fin  in  the  fourth  individual  (6  or  7 in  each  fin  in  the  Greenland  speci- 
mens) ; pectorals  13  to  15  (in  2 specimens,  14  in  1 fin  and  15  in  the  other) ; 
ventrals  3 (I,  2) ; caudal  10  or  11,  the  eleventh  very  short.  Color  more  uni- 
form dark  gray  on  back  than  those  previously  described  (a  few  A ery 
indefinite  dark  cross  bands) ; a large  dark  patch  on  preopercle  and  oper- 
cle  seems  to  be  quite  constant ; the  dark  spots  on  x>ectorals  and  caudal 
form  cross  bands  when  the  fins  are  folded;  tips  of  dorsal,  anal,  and  ven- 
tral fins  in  general  white,  but  the  white  patch  is  wanting  in  1 specimen, 
which  is  paler  than  the  others,  has  a smaller  head  and  shorter  A^entrals. 
This  is  undoubtedly  a female ; the  others  males.  Holm’s  notes  on  the  color 
of  the  newly  caught  specimens  say,  ^^Sides  of  back  greenish,  with  brown 
markings,  otherwise  whitish.”  Arctic  Ocean;  known  from  west  coast  of 
Greenland,  Davis  Strait,  at  32  fathoms ; our  specimens  from  GodhaAm,  Kara 
3030 54 


2090  Bulletin  United  States  National  Museum. 


Sea,  at  55  fathoms ; Barents  Bay,  Nova  Zembla.  (Eu.)  The  Dutch  expedi- 
tion took  15  specimens  of  this  form  in  Barents  Bay  and  probahlj^  confused 
it  with  A.  monopteryghis.  Their  length  was  40  to  75  mm.  Later,  on  the 
Fiflla  expedition,  Holm  took  9 sj^ecimens  in  Davis  Strait  on  the  whitefish 
banks  north  of  Holstenborg  at  a depth  of  32  fathoms.  Their  length  varied 
from  62  to  86  mm.  The  dark  color  bands  in  these  are  more  or  less  distinct, 
at  least  among  the  smaller  specimens.  The  ventrals  varied  a little  in 
length,  those  with  the  short  ventrals  apparently  in  a decided  minority. 
The  small  barbels  were  jiresent  in  all  of  them.  Bays  of  dorsal  and  anal 
fins:  D.  6;  A.  6 (3  specimens) ; D.  6;  A.  7 (1  specimen) ; D.5;  A.  6(1  exam- 
ple); D.  6;  A.  5 (1  example);  D.  7;  A.  6 (3  examples).  That  the  white 
patch  on  the  dorsal  (and  anal  and  ventral)  is  invariably  jiresent  on  the 
individuals  with  longer  ventrals  is  undeniable.  The  assumption  that 
it  is  a sexual  distinction  of  the  male  thus  gains  probability;  this  was 
demonstrated  in  the  specimens  that  were  opened.  Total  length  63  to  69 
mm.  (4  individuals).  (Liitken.) 

Aspidophoroides  olriki,  Lutken,  Forelob.  Medtlel.  om  Nord.Ulkefis'ke;  Yidensk.  Meddel. 

Natiirhist.Foren.  Kjob.  386  (with  3 figures),  1876,  Greenland;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fishes  X. 

A.,  113, 1885;  Lutken,*  E-ara-Havets  Fishe,  6,  pi.  15,  figs.  1-3,  1886;  specimens  from 

Kara  Sea. 


2430.  ASPIDOPHOROIDES  GUXTHERI,  Bean. 

D.  7 ; A.  7;  V.  I,  2;  C.  10;  P.  12.  Body  short,  anteriorly  very  wide,  some- 
what depressed.  Height  of  Body  6,  and  its  width  5 in  its  length;  head 
4^,  its  depth  not  more  than  ^ of  its  width,  the  latter  nearly  5 in  length  of 
body;  triangular,  very  short,  wide  posteriorly.  A small  barbel  at  tip  of 
each  maxillary  ; teeth  in  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines;  nasal  spines  almost 
invisible.  Along  sides  of  head  inferiorly  4 large  mucous  pores  in  oblong 
depressions,  the  largest  of  which  is  nearly  as  long  as  snout.  Eye  3 in 
head,  considerably  more  than  width  of  interorbital  space.  Maxillary 
not  reaching  beyond  anterior  border  of  orbit;  mandible  barely  included  ; 
snout  e(iualing  interorbital  space,  the  latter  deeply  concave.  Greatest 
width  of  head  nearly  5 in  length  of  body,  and  2 from  beginning  of  dorsal 
to  base  of  caudal.  Gill  membranes  narrowly  attached  to  isthmus  ante- 
riorly, free  posteriorly;  gill  opening  wide.  A deep  groove  along  anterior 
third  of  back.  Pectorals  2^  times  as  long  as  ventrals  and  4 in  length  of 


* The  following  is  the  substance  of  Dr.  Liitken’s  original  account  from  specimens  from 
Greenland;  Body  short,  thick,  total  length  72  to  75  mm. ; head  4^  m total  lengtl)  (includ- 
ing caudal  fin) ; width  of  body  (at  base  of  pectorals)  a little  more  than  5 in  total  length; 
angles  of  body  not  distinctly  serrated;  interorbital  space  and  back  concaA^e;  nasal  spines 
2;  diameter  of  orbit  3 in  head,  nearly  twice  the  widtli  of  interorbital  space  or  length  of 
snout;  plates  in  dorsal  series  35  to  37 ; in  front  of  dorsal  fin  14  to  17;  superior  lateral  series 
39;  inferior  lateral  37 ; ventrolateral  36;  in  front  of  anal  12  or  13.  First  dorsal  fin  absent; 
teeth  present  on  vomer  and  palatines;  only  8 longitudinal  series  of  jdates,  the  lateral  line 
on  the  su])erior  lateral  series;  the  A’entrolateral  series  not  forming  th<..  inferior  angles  of 
the  body,  but  confined  to  the  ventral  surface  and  meeting  in  a single  plate  between  ven- 
trals and  A’ent. 

The  above  diagnosis,  madein  1875  from  the  Greenland  specimens  taken  from  the  stomachs 
of  fionnders,  was  not  accompanied  by  a detailed  description.  The  description  Avas  made 
ten  years  later  from  specimens  taken  in  the  Kara  Sea.  The  figures  of  the  indiA'iduals 
from  Kara  Sea  (lifter  from  the  figures  of  specimens  from  Greenland  in  several  respects. 
Gn  the  former  the  anterior  ])art  of  the  back  just  behind  the  nape  is  more  elevaterl ; the 
rostral  s])ines  are  directed  much  more  backAvard  and  seem  much  less  prominent ; and  there 
is  1 less  median  plate  on  breast  (this  last  dift'erence  an  indhuduai  one  in  other  species). 
The  gill  membranes  are  probably  free,  at  least  behind. 
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body;  ventrals  as  long  as  bead  without  postorbital  part;  vent  nearer 
tips  than  bases  of  ventrals;  beginning  of  dorsal  nearly  midway  of  total 
length;  anal  under  dorsal  but  a little  shorter;  length  of  caudal  5^  or  6 
in  length  of  body;  second  dorsal  ray  longest,  equal  to  postorbital  part 
of  head;  longest  anal  ray  less  than  i of  head.  Lateral  line  40.  Plates  on 
breast  about  14.  Color  dusky  above,  whitish  below;  a dark  stripe  on 
snout,  continued  on  opercle;  a few  indistinct  dark  blotches  on  side  of 
head;  axillary  region  dusky;  pectoral  with  3 or  4 imperfect  crossbars; 
body  with  3 indistinct  dusky  cross  bars,  the  middle  one  extending  on 
middle  of  dorsal  hn;  tail  with  2 dusky  bars,  1 anteriorly,  the  other  termi- 
nal, with  a dirty  yellowish  area  between  them;  ventrals  and  anal  pale. 
Probably  a jmung  individual.  Longest  known  individual,  which  served 
as  the  type,  was  70  mm.  (about  2|  inches).  (Bean.)  Coasts  of  northern 
Alaska.  (Named  for  Dr.  Albert  Giinther,  keeper  of  the  British  Museum  of 
Natural  History.) 

Aspidophoroides  guntheri*  Bean,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Miis.  1885,74,  northern  Alaska  (Type, 
No.  37032.  Coll.  Lieut.  G.  M.  Stoney) ; Jordan,  Cat.  Fishes  N.  A.,  113, 1885. 


2431.  ASPIDOPHOROIDES  MONOPTERTGIUS  t (Bloch). 

(Sea  Poacher.) 

Br.  6;  D.5  or  6;  A.  5 or  6;  p.9;  V.  3 (I,  2) ; C.  10  or  11;  Pyloric  caeca 
4 or  5 (2  individuals).  Width  of  body  at  base  of  pectorals  8 in  length; 
dorsal  face  concave  from  occiput  to  dorsal;  ventrolateral  ridges  fairly 
prominent,  but  these  series  lie  entirely  on  ventral  side  of  body  anteriorly 
and  converge  to  a single  plate  between  ventrals  and  vent.  The  ridge 
of  the  inferior  lateral  series,  instead  of  disappearing  anteriorly,  is  lower 
down  than  usual,  becomes  prominent  anteriorly  and  runs  to  lower  end 
of  base  of  pectorals,  thus  forming  the  inferior  angle  of  body,  which  is 
markedly  4-hedral  in  front.  Plates  in  dorsal  series  46  to  48;  between 
ventrals  and  anal  16  or  17  pairs;  between  last  ray  of  dorsal  and  first  me- 
dian plate  1 to  3 pairs;  2 or  3 pairs  between  last  anal  ray  and  first  median 
plate.  A small  plate  between  ventrals,  a larger  one  between  ventrals  and 
vent;  a variable  number  (3  to  8)  of  small  plates  behind  and  beside  vent; 
plates  of  breast  radially  striate,  the  two  median  ones  larger  than  the  rest; 
a few  small  plates  on  hinder  median  part  of  gill  membranes,  and  on  narrow 
under  side  of  mandible ; 2 large  jilates  with  raised  centers  in  front  of  and 


* This  species  agrees  with  the  measurements  of  A.  olriki,  Liitken,  and  with  the  colora- 
tion as  tar  as  it  is  possible  to  judge ; it  differs  from  A . olriki  only  in  these  recorded  characters : 
The  nasal  spines  are  very  small,  the  longest  anal  ray  is  shorter  than  in  the  figures  of 
A.  olriki,  and  the  pectoral  rays  number  12,  while  they  range  from  13  to  15  in  A.  olriki. 
But  in  none  of  these  resjiects  docs  it  differ  more  from  Liitken’s  descriptions  and  figures  of 
A.  olriki  from  Greenland  and  from  Kara  Sea,  in  some  respects  apparently  less,  than  these 
differ  from  each  other.  Each  of  the  localities  is  about  ^ of  the  earth’s  circumference  from 
the  other,  and  A.  guntheri  may  be  only  a variety  of  olriki,  which  would  then  be  a circum- 
polar species ; if  this  view  should  ultimately  prove  untenable,  Liitken’s  Kara  Sea  speci- 
mens will  have  nearly  as  good  a claim  to  specific  distinction  as  the  type  of  A.  has. 

t Diagnosis:  Body  very  slender,  depressed  in  front,  nearly  4-hedral  anteriorly;  depth  f 
of  width,  the  latter  8 in  length ; caudal  iieduncle  very  long,  6-hedral  subterete ; head  long, 
tapering  forward,  5|to6in  length  of  body;  plates  in  dorsal  series  about  48 ; between  occi- 
put and  dorsal  fin  19  to  21 ; from  ventrals  to  anal  16  or  17  pairs;  first  dorsal  absent;  bar- 
bels none;  gill  membranes  free;  median  rostral  plate  small,  unarmed.  Nasal  spines  very 
strong,  diverging;  no  other  spines  on  head  or  body.  Color,  brownish,  obscurely  banded 
with  dark. 
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4 to  8 small  spineless  plates  in  1 or  2 series  on  base  of  pectoral.  Head  long, 
tapering,  5f  to  6 in  length  of  body  5 orbits  very  large,  nearly  circular,  the 
longitudinal  diameter  longer  than  snout,  3^^  in  head;  interorbital  space 
wide,  less  than  orbit,  deeply  concave;  supraocular  ridges  high,  bulging; 
occipital  ridges  evident ; temporal  ridges  low,  terminating  in  an  upwardly 
directed  blunt  elevation ; suborbital  ridge  close  under  orbit,  low,  spine- 
less, 2 or  3 plates  below  it  on  the  nearly  vertical  cheek;  median  rostral 
plate  small,  immovable  or  slightly  movable,  spineless,  overhanging  pre- 
maxillary; mouth  small,  terminal,  lower  jaw  a little  inchided;  maxillary 
reaching  front  of  orbit,  almost  entirely  covered  by  preorbital.  Dorsal  and 
anal  fin  small,  the  latter  under  the  former;  caudal  3 times  as  long  as  wide 
at  base ; pectorals  6 or  less  in  body,  their  base  about  5 in  their  length ; 
ventrals  of  female  | those  of  male,  the  latter  f of  pectorals.  Lateral  line 
50.  Color  brownish,  pale  below,  with  indefinite  cross  bands  of  darker,  2 
in  front  of,  and  1 under  dorsal,  and  2 or  3 on  caudal  peduncle ; rays  of 
dorsal  and  upper  rays  of  2iectoral  brownish,  interrupted  by  lighter,  giving 
an  indefinite  cross-banded  appearance;  caudal  dark,  ventrals  in  both 
sexes  and  anal  pale.  Total  length  6 inches.  Greenland  to  Cape  Cod; 
common  in  rather  deej)  water.  This  description  based  on  specimens  from 
Massachusetts  Bay.  single,  TtrEpvyiov^  fin.) 

Coitus  monopterygius,  Bloch,  Iclitliyologia,  ii,  156,  pi.  178,  figs.  1,2,1786,  Tranquebar;  an 
error. 

Coitus  indicus,  Bonnatekre,  Tableau  Encycl.  Meth.,  68,  pi.  87,  fig.  367,  1788,  India;  after 
Bloch. 

Aspidoplioroides  tranquebar,  LacUpede,  Hist.  J^at.  Poiss.,  in,  228, 1802  Tranquebar ; after 
Bloch. 

Aspidoplioroides  groenlandieus,  Valenciennes,  in  Cuvier,  R6gne  Anim.,  Ed.  ii,  Vol.  2,  pi. 
21,  fig.  3, 1829,  Greenland. 

Aspidophoi'oides  monopterygius,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  vi,  554,  ' 
pi.  169,  1830;  Storer,  Eislies  of  Mass.,  22,  pi.  1,  fig.  1,  1807;  He  Kay,  Hew  York 
Fauna:  Fisbes,  62,  pi.  3,  fig.  5, 1842;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  216,  I860;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  724, 1883. 

Canthirhyncus  monopterygius,  Swainson,  Hat.  Hist,  of  Fishes,  etc.,  ii,  272, 1839. 

2432.  ASPIDOPHOROIDES  BARTOXI,  Gilbert. 

Very  close  to  Aspidophoroides  vionopierygiiis.  From  this  species  it  difiers 
in  the  much  lower  ridges  on  body,  which  are  slightly  rounded  rather  than 
sharply  carinate,  and  leave  the  intervening  faces  shallowly  concave, 
instead  of  deejily  so.  The  ^ilates  of  the  lower  lateral  ridge  do  not  in  the 
young  bear  backwardly  directed  spinous  jioints  as  they  do  in  A.  monop- 
ierygius.  The  keel  in  front  of  the  ventral  fin,  prominent  in  H.  monopterygius, 
is  here  nearly  or  quite  obsolete.  The  same  is  true  of  the  keel  below  the 
eye,  and  the  occipital  ridge.  The  plates  in  front  of  the  pectorals  also 
ju’otrude  less,  and  in  general  the  angles  and  prominences  are  less  marked. 
The  space  between  the  dorsal  ridges  is  less,  its  greatest  Avidth  being  \ 
length  of  head  behind  middle  of  eye  in  adults,  and  behind  posterior 
margin  of  eye  in  young.  In  A.  monopterygius  the  same  width  equals  ^ 
head  behind  front  of  eye  in  adults,  behind  middle  of  eye  in  young.  These 
scarcely  admit  of  quantitatiA^e  statements,  but  are  sufficiently  eAudeut 
on  comparing  siiecimeus  from  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific.  Vertebrae 
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11  -f-  39  = 50.  General  proportions,  fin  rays  and  color  are  the  same  in  the  2 
species.  Aleutian  Islands;  taken  very  abundantly  both  north  and  south 
of  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  in  Bristol  Bay,  at  depths  of  17  to  121  fathoms. 
(Gilbert.)  Also  found  about  the  Pribilof  Islands.  (Named  for  Mr.  Bar- 
ton A.  Bean.) 

Aspidophoroides  bartoni,  Gilbert,  Kept.  IT.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1893  (1890),  434,  Aleutian 
Islands  ; Bristol  Bay,  Alaska.  (Coll.  Albatross.) 

Subgenus  ANOPLAGONUS,  Gill. 

2433.  ASPIDOPHOROIDES  I?(ER3IIS,*  Gunther. 

B.  G;  1 D.  absent;  2 D.  5 or  6;  A.  4 or  5;  P.  10;  V.  3(1,  2);  C.  11;  verte- 
briB  11  + 32  = 43.  Pyloric  cseca  4 (1  individual).  Only  8 longitudinal 
rows  of  plates,  the  lateral  line  in  the  upper  lateral  row.  No  spines  any- 
where on  l)ody;  no  ridges  on  the  superior  and  inferior  lateral  series; 
plates  of  the  dorso-  and  ventrolateral  series  bent  upon  themselves  at 
right  angles,  forming  the  4 pro'ininent  angles  of  the  body ; the  ventro- 
lateral series  do  not  therefore  lie  entirely  on  underside  of  body,  as  in  A. 
monopterygius,  nor  do  thej’^  converge  between  ventrals  and  vent,  but  pass 
forward  to  lower  end  of  base  of  pectorals;  three  pairs  of  plates  between 
last  dorsal  ray  and  first  median  plate,  and  2 to  4 pairs  between  last  anal 
ray  and  first  median  plate;  a median  dorsal  series  of  hexagonal  plates 
about  as  large  as  those  of  the  lateral  series,  on  widest  part  of  back, 
from  occiput  to  about  halfway  to  dorsal;  these  plates  alternating,  but 
not  regularly,  with  still  smaller  ones;  an  inconstant  number  of  small 
])lates  behind  and  around  vent;  2 or  3 pairs  between  ventrals  and  vent, 
and  a single  small  one  between  the  bases  of  ventrals.  Gill  membrane 
medially  on  its  posterior  part  and  laterally  on  its  anterior  part  and  narrow 
under  surface  of  mandible  between  the  rami  strongly  plated;  two  or  3 
large  plates  in  front  of  and  7 to  10  small  ones  in  2 series  on  base  of  pec- 
toral. Head  depressed,  its  depth  f of  its  greatest  width;  orbit  small, 
circular,  less  than  snout,  44  in  head;  interorbital  space  narrow,  1|  of 
orbit,  moderately  concave;  supraocular,  occipital,  temporal,  and  suliorbi- 
tal  ridges  very  low ; 4 or  5 plates  on  lower  part  of  cheek ; median  rostral 
])late  small,  vertical,  movable,  unarmed;  mouth  small,  the  lower  jaw 
slightly  projecting,  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  front  of  orbit,  entirely 
covered  by  preorbital ; teeth  in  bands  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  palatines.  Dor- 
sal and  anal  fins  small,  the  latter  under  the  former,  with  usually  5 rays; 
caudal  rounded,  its  width  at  base  2|  in  its  length ; pectorals  7 in  length 
of  body,  their  base  2^  to  3 in  their  length,  nearly  truncate,  with  10  rays, 
the  3 lowermost  a little  exserted.  Ventrals  of  female  nearly  twice  as  long 
as  orbit,  ^ to  f as  long  as  those  of  male,  the  latter  less  than  2 in  pectorals. 
Lateral  line  41.  Color  dark  (nearly  black)  grayish  or  brownish  and  lighter 

* Diagno.sis : Body  slender,  much  depressed  anteriorly,  4-hedral,  the  dorsal  face  con- 
trive, the  ventral  Hat.  the  lateral  convex ; caudal  peduncle  6-hedral,  subterete ; depth  of 
body  f in  width,  the  latter  8 in  length ; head  long,  tapering,  in  length  of  body ; plates 
in  dorsal  series  42 ; from  occiput  to  dorsal  19  to  21 ; from  ventrals  to  anal  17  pairs ; a median 
dorsal  row  of  small  plates  from  occiput  to  opposite  tip  of  pectorals;  first  dorsal  absent; 
barbels  none;  gill  membranes  narrowly  joined  to  isthmus  with  moderate  free  fold  behind ; 
median  rostral  plate  small,  unarmed;  nasal  and  all  other  spines  absent  from  head.  Color 
brownish  black,  with  several  alternating  cross  bars  of  darker  and  lighter.  Pectorals 
with  black  patch  at  base  and  1 near  tip. 
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graj^,  dusky  below ; a black  baud  from  mouth  across  orbit  to  pectoral  and 
alongside  of  body,  much  interrupted ; dark  markings  deepest  on  sides 
of  body;  a dark  cross  band  halfway  between  occiput  and  dorsal,  1 in  front 
of  dorsal,  1 under  posterior  half  of  dorsal  (running  up  on  latter),  and  about 
2 on  caudal  peduncle;  posterior  half  of  dorsal  dark,  marbled;  a marbled 
patch  at  base  of  pectorals,  another  on  their  distal  third;  ventrals  pale  in 
both  sexes;  anal  with  dark  patches  on  or  behind  the  rays,  darker  posteri- 
orly; caudal  black  at  its  base  and  on  its  distal  half,  the  2 patches  con- 
nected by  a black  band  along  middle  of  fin,  leaving  2 light  patches  on  the 
dorsal  and  ventral  thirds  of  the  proximal  half  of  the  fin ; the  bands  of 
color  very  much  as  in  A.  monopterygius,  but  better  defined.  Length  4 
inches.  Coast  of  Alaska,  south  to  Vancouver  Island ; not  abundant ; 
recorded  from  Vancouver  Island  (Giinther);  eastern  Aleutian  Islands,  34 
to  59  fathoms,  and  Bristol  Bay.  (Gilbert.)  Here  described  from  speci- 
mens from  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  Bristol  Bay.  (inermis,  unarmed.) 

Aspidophoroidcs  inermis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  it,  524, 1860,  Vancouver  Island ; Lutken,  Forelob. 
Medd.  om  iS^ord.  Vlkefiske;  Yidensk.  Meddel.  Naturliist.  Foren.  Kjdb.,  385,  1876;  Jor- 
dan & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  725, 1883;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fishes  IST.  A.,  113, 1885. 

Anoplagonus  inermis,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  xiii,  1861, 167. 


Family  CLXXXII.  CYCLOPTERID^.^ 

(The  Lump  Suckers.) 

Body  short  and  thick,  more  or  less  elevated,  covered  with  a thick  skin, 
which  is  smooth,  tubercular,  or  spinous ; head  short  and  thick ; suborbital 


* Dr.  Gill  thus  defines  the  superfaraily  Cyclopteroidea,  including  the  Cyclopteridce  and  the 
Liparididce,  the  group  being  equivalent  to  that  called  by  other  writers  ''Discoboli”  ; 

“Acanthoptergians  with  the  third  infraorbital  bone  developed  as  a stay  obliquely  cross- 
ing the  cheek  and  connecting  with  the  preoperculum,  the  myodoine  suppressed,  the  post 
temporal  bifurcate  and  normally  connected  with  the  cranium,  the  actinosts  enlarged  and 
mostly  connected  Avith  the  inner  ridge  of  the  proscapula,  the  hypercoracoid  being  dis- 
lodged upward  and  the  hj^percoracoid  downward  on  a row  with  the  4 actinosts;  ribs  ses- 
sile on  the  A'ertebral  centra  or  haemapophyses;  pharyugials  reduced  to  the  large 
epiiiharyngeal  (homologous  with  the  third  of  tj^pical  Acauthoi)tergians),  and  ventrals 
modified  to  form  a suctorial  disk  supported  by  6 immovable  rays  on  each  side  converted 
into  osseous  tissue  and  without  articulations;  typically  suppressed.  They  appear  to 
have  the  branchial  apparatus  constructed  on  the  same  plan  as  in  the  Cottoidea;  2 or  3 
hasibranchials  ossified;  hypohranchials  of  3 pairs  in  line  with  the  corresponging  cerato- 
branchials  of  fourth  arch  suppressed;  ceratobranchials  of  all  and  epibranchials  (of  all  or 
3)  arches  well  developed;  pharyngobranchials  reduced  to  1 pair  of  compressed  epipharyn- 
geals;  hypopharyngeals  divergent  and  rather  compressed.  There  are  3^  gills,  that  is 
double  branchiaj(on  all  the  arches  except  the  fourth,  which  has  a single  row  of  filaments. 
There  is  no  fis.sure  behind  the  fourth  arch.”  (Gill.) 

Mr.  Garman  (Monograph  of  the  Discoboli,  1892, 19)  has  the  following  remarks  on  the 
Cyclopteridce: 

“Anteriorly  the  form  of  the  lump  fishes  is  stout,  thick,  and  deep;  behind  the  body 
cavity,  which  occupies  the  greater  portion  of  the  length,  it  rather  abruptly  becomes 
weak  and  slender.  The  head  is  short  and  broad,  subquadrangular  in  transsection;  the 
snout  is  short  and  blunt;  the  mouth  is  of  moderate  width,  anterior,  and  opens  slightly 
upward;  the  teeth  are  small,  subconical,  and  arranged  in  a band  or  cord;  the  eyes  are  of 
medium  size  and  have  a lateral  outlook.  All  of  the  memhers  of  the  family  have  pseudo- 
branchite,  3h  gills,  6 branchiostegal  rays,  .small  gill  openings,  numerous  pyloric  ca;ca, 
and  an  elongate  intestine.  In  their  lower  portions  the  broad,  rounded  pectorals  extend 
forward  under  the  throat,  along  the  sides  of  the  di.sk.  The  vertical  fins  are  not  of  large 
extent;  the  caudal  and  the  2 dorsals  are  quite  separate.  The  disk  is  comparatively  large. 
Early  in  life  the  skin  is  tender  and  naked;  later  it  grows  tough  and  is  covered  with 
roughened  or  spine-bearing  osseous  tubercles.  Semicartilaginous  describes  the  skeleton 
with  tolerable  accuracy ; the  small  amount  of  bony  matter  lies  in  thin  plates,  often  form- 
ing cells  and  chambers"  similar  to  those  to  be  noticed  in  the  bones  of  Lophius.  The  third 
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stay  present,  thin  and  flattish;  mouth  small,  terminal;  jaws  with  hands 
of  slender,  simple  teeth;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  gill  openings 
narrow,  restricted  to  the  sides,  the  membranes  being  broadly  joined  to  the 
isthmus  and  shoulder  girdle;  branchiostegals  6 ; gills  3|^;  psendobranchiai 
present;  dorsal  fins  2,  the  anterior  part  of  flexible  spines,  Avhich,  in  the 
adult,  are  sometimes  hidden  by  a fleshy  hump,  in  1 subfamily  entirely 
wanting ; soft  dorsal  usually  opposite  the  anal  and  similar  to  it ; caudal 
flu  rounded,  free  from  the  dorsal  and  anal ; ventrals  thoracic,  rudimentary, 
forming  the  bony  center  of  a sucking  disk;  pectorals  short,  placed  low, 
their  bases  broad  and  procurrent;  pyloric  caeca  numerous;  intestine  elon- 
gate; vertebrae  12  + 16,  the  skeleton  feebly  ossified.  Genera  7;  species  8; 
inhabiting  the  northern  seas  of  both  hemispheres.  By  means  of  the  ad- 
hesive ventral  disk  these  fishes  are  enabled  to  attach  themselves  very 
firmly  to  rocks  or  other  objects.  They  feed  on  Crustacea,  worms,  small 
fishes,  and  plants.  The  young  of  Cyclopterus  bear  a close  resemblance  to 
Liparis,  an  evidence  of  the  common  origin  of  the  2 groups,  which  is  borne 
out  by  the  anatomj.  (Discoboli;  group  Cyclopterina,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii, 
154  to  1.58.) 

Cyclopterina  : 

I.  Spinous  dorsal  present,  sometimes  concealed  in  adult. 
a.  Barbels  none;  disk  anterior,  below  the  head. 

6.  Skin  armed  with  large  tubercles. 

c.  Larger  tubercles  on  body  in  rows  well  separated ; spinous  dorsal  fin  obsolete 
with  age.  Cyclopterus,  778. 

cc.  Larger  tubercles  not  in  rows,  crowded  closely  together;  spinous  dorsal  fin 
usually  not  disappearing  with  age.  Eumicrotre.mus,  779. 

hb.  Skin  naked  or  with  scattered,  slender  spines;  no  lateral  line. 

Lethotremus,  780. 

aa.  Barbels  present  about  the  mouth;  disk  below  the  abdomen;  tubercles  on  sides 
minute.  Cyclopteroides,  781. 

LIPAROPSINA; *  * 

II.  Spinous  dorsal  wholly  -w'anting. 

e.  Dorsal  short,  opposite  anal,  of  9 or  10  rays;  skin  wholly  smooth,  without  bony 
tubercles.  Cyclopterichthys,  782. 

ee.  Dorsal  long,  beginning  near  middle  of  back ; skin  with  bony  tubercles. 

Liparops,  783. 


suborbital  is  thin  and  broadens  as  it  extends  back  to  the  preopercle.  The  interopercle  is 
more  blade-like  than  in  the  Liparididce.  On  1 genus  the  pores  around  the  mouth  are 
tubular  and  form  barbels.  In  this  imiiortant  paper  are  valuable  notes  on  the  osteology 
and  embryology  of  the  Cyclopteridce  and  Liparididce. 

* The  Liparopsince,  regarded  as  a separate  family  (Liparopsidce)  is  thus  defined  by 
Mr.  Garmaii: 

“The  deterioration  of  the  first  or  spinous  dorsal  seen  in  the  Lumpfish,  has  apparently 
proceeded  so  far  in  the  Liparopsidce  as  to  cause  the  disappearance  of  that  fin.  Each  of 
the  2 genera  in  the  family  has  but  a single  dorsal,  the  posterior.  In  one  genus  the  fin  is 
short  and  situated  near  the  caudal,  in  the  other  the  fin  begins  near  the  middle  of  the 
back  and  extends  nearly  to  the  origin  of  the  caudal.  Tlie  genera  are  further  distin- 
guished by  dorsal  tubercles  in  one  case,  and  by  a naked  skin  in  tlie  other.  The  shape  is 
somewhat  like  that  of  the  Diodons,  bulky,  thick,  broad,  and  longer  forward,  in  the  sec- 
tion containino-  the  visceral  cavity,  and  short  and  greatly  reduced  in  size  behind  it.  The 
head  is  short,  broad,  and  thick,  the  snout  short  and  blunt,  the  mouth  terminal,  the  teeth 
subconical,  the  eyes  lateral,  the  branchiostegal  rays  6 in  number,  the  gill  openings 
narrow,  the  gills  3^,  the  pseudobranchite  small,  all,  with  disk,  pectorals,  and  caudal,  as  in 
the  Cyclopteridce.  Until  recently  this  family  has  been  known  only  from  the  North 
Pacific.  A short  time  ago  a second  species  of  Cyclopterichthys  was  named  by  Vaifiant 
from  a sketch  of  a fish  taken  in  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  which  would  extend  the  distri- 
bution to  the  Antarctic  regions.’’  {Liparopsidce,  Garman,  Discoboli,  40,  1892.) 
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778.  CYCLOPTERUS  (Artedi)  Linna3U8. 

(Lumpfishes.) 

Lurnpus,  Gesnee,  Hist.  Anim.,  iv,  1284,  1588  (nonbinomial). 

Cyclopterus,  Aktedi,  Genera  Pise.,  62,1738  (nonbinomial). 

Cyclopterus,  Linn^us,  Syst.  ISTat.,  Ed.  xi,  260, 1788  (lumpus). 

Lumpus,  McMuetrie,  in  Cuvier,  Anim. Kingd.,  1831  (vulgaris). 

Body  more  or  less  compressed  toward  the  hack,  somewhat  triangular  in 
a transverse  section  at  the  first  dorsal,  covered  with  conical,  rough,  bony 
tubercles;  head  short,  thick,  suhqnadrangular  in  a cross  section;  snout 
blunt,  rounded;  mouth  anterior,  opening  slightly  upward;  teeth  simple, 
small,  arranged  in  a hand;  eye  moderate,  lateral;  dorsals  2;  caudal  dis- 
tinct; disk  moderately  large,  anterior  below  the  head;  no  barbels  about 
the  mouth;  first  dorsal  fin  in  the  adult  completely  hidden  by  the  skin, 
the  larger  tubercles  of  the  flanks,  though  in  regular  series,  having  a scat- 
tered appearance.  One  species,  reaching  a considerable  size,  in  the  north 
Atlantic.  {HVuXo'i,  circle;  Ttrepov,  fin.) 


2434.  CYCLOPTERUS  LUMPUS,  Linnteus. 

(Lumpfish;  Cock  and  Hen  Paddle;  Lump  Sucker.) 

Head  5 in  entire  length ; depth  2;  D.  Y I * to  YIII,  11 ; A.  9 or  10;  ventral 
6;  pectoral  20;  caudal  12  to  14 ; branchiostegals  6 ; vertebrae  11 -{- 18  = 29. 
Body  massive,  compressed,  subtriangular  in  transverse  section  through 
the  middle,  belly  flattened,  the  portion  behind  the  abdominal  chamber 
much  compressed,  and  less  than  4 the  length  of  the  body  proper. 
Head  short,  suhqnadrangular  in  transverse  section,  forehead  broad, 
flattened;  nape  high;  snout  short,  broad,  blunt;  mouth  wide,  anterior, 
opening  with  a slight  upward  direction,  extending  backward  almost  to 
a vertical  from  the  front  margin  of  the  eye.  Eyes  lateral,  near  the  top 
of  the  head,  as  long  as  the  snout,  i as  long  as  the  head  and  ^ as  wide  as 
the  iuterorbital  space.  Forehead  broad,  depressed,  convex.  Nostrils 
small,  the  hinder  smaller,  near  the  eyes  on  interorbital  space,  the  anterior 
farther  forward,  halfway  to  the  mouth,  with  a short  tube.  Gill  opening 
moderately  wide,  its  lower  third  in  front  of  the  base  of  the  pectoral.  Fins 
with  rounded  margins,  rough,  with  small  tubercles.  First  dorsal  distinct 
on  very  young  individuals,  variable  in  shape,  thick  and  fleshy,  with  weak 
rays  in  older  stages;  second  dorsal  distinct,  broad,  rounded;  caudal 
broad,  sulitruucate  or  rounded  posteriorly;  anal  moderate,  opposite  the 
second  dorsal,  which  it  resembles  in  shape;  pectorals  broad,  rounded, 
fringed,  not  indented  at  the  sides  of  the  disk.  Disk  little  longer  than 
wide,  about  the  width  of  the  head,  or  nearly  f of  the  length  of  the  latter. 
Skin  thickly  sown  with  small,  irregular  subconical  tubercles,  the  sides  of 
which  are  roughened  with  small,  conical  protuberances.  On  older  indi- 
viduals, larger,  longitudinally  compressed  tubercles  form  a vertical  series 
from  the  nape  over  the  flrst  dorsal ; a series  of  3 others  stands  at  each  side 

* The  following  formula  is  given  for  British  specimens : Dorsal  IV  to  VII,  10  or  11 ; 
anal  9 or  10;  pectoral  20  or  21 , ventral  6;  caudal  10  or  11. 
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of  the  sjjace  between  the  dorsals ; a row  of  larger  ones  extends  from  the 
supraorbital  region  along  the  flank  to  the  upper  part  of  the  tail ; a series, 
starting  a little  above  the  pectoral,  passes  to  the  lower  portion  of  the 
tail;  and  a third  lateral  series  reaches  along  each  line  of  the  lower  surface 
from  the  side  of  the  disk  to  the  anal.  The  fleshy  ridge  enveloping  the 
first  dorsal  is  subject  to  considerable  variation;  it  usually  continues  for- 
ward on  the  nape  and  becomes  indefinite  at  the  occiput.  In  alcohol  the 
colors  are  brownish  or  olive  to  grayish,  the  tubercles  darker.  In  life  the 
tints  vary  from  yellowish  or  greenish  in  the  young  to  more  or  less  brilliant 
red  in  the  males,  or  bluish  to  dark  brown  in  females;  spots,  blotches, 
cloudings,  or  other  markings  are  not  infrequent.  The  young  often  take 
the  color  of  their  surroundings. 

Mr.  Dresel  gives  the  following  notes  on  a small  example  of  this  species, 
31  mm.  long,  from  Davis  Straits: 

The  spinous  dorsal  is  comparatively  high,  and  is  not  enveloped  in  thick  skin  as  in  the 
adults.  The  abdominal  tubercles  are  the  most  developed.  The  gill  opening  is  as  long  as 
the  base  of  the  anal  tin,  which  is  as  long  as  the  disk.  D.  lY,  10;  A.  10.  Only  1 specimen, 
badly  mutilated  by  the  [Eskimo  dogs,  was  seen  at  Godhavn.  The  color  was  bright  olive 
green,  with  the  belly  white.  These  fish  are  seldom  caught  in  this  harbor  after  May,  dur- 
ing which  month  they  are  very  abundant. 

North  Atlantic,  on  rocky  shores  of  both  coasts;  south  to  Cape  Cod  and 
France ; generally  abundant,  reaching  a length  of  20  inches  or  more,  but 
usually  much  smaller ; they  are  rarely  used  as  food.  According  to  Carman, 
the  Lumpfish  spawns  near  shore  in  March  or  April,  after  which  the  female 
retires  to  deep  water,  leaving  the  male  to  watch  the  eggs,  which  hatch 
among  seaweed  and  eelgrass.  (Eu.)  {lurnpiis,  from  the  English  lump,  the 
fish  having  been  called  Lumpus  anglorum  by  Gesner.) 

Cyelopterus  lumpus,  Linn^US,  Syst.  Xat.,  Ed.  xi,  1,  260,  1788,  Baltic  and  North  Sea;  Gun- 
ther, Cat.,  ill,  155, 1861;  Dresel,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1884,250;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  747, 1883;  Garman,  Discoboli,  21, 1892,  and  of  authors  generally. 

Cyclapterus  minutus,  Pallas,  Spicilegia,  Zool.,  vii,  12,1769,  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Cyelopterus  pavoninus,  Shaw,  Nat.  Misc.,  ix,  pi.  310, 1797. 

Cyelopterus pyramidatus,  Shaw,  Gen’l  Zool.,  v,  390, 1804. 

Gobius  minutus,  Muller,  Zool.  Dan.,  iv,  38, 1808,  Denmark. 

Cyelopterus  eceruleus,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  N.  Y.,  i,  1815,  480,  New  York 
Harbor. 

Cyelopterus  eoronatus,  Couch,  Nat.  Hist.  Cornwall,  47, 1823,  Cornwall. 

Lxnnpxis  vulgaris,  McMurtrie,  in  Cuvier,  Anim.  Kingdom,  1831 ; after  Linn^us. 

Lumpus  anglorum,  De  Kay,  N.  T.  Fauna : Fishes,  iv,  305, 1842 ; after  Linn^us. 

779.  EUMICROTREMUS,  Gill. 

Eumierotremus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864, 190  (spinosus). 

Body  and  head  covered  with  spines  and  tubercles,  not  arranged  in  regu- 
lar rows;  first  dorsal  not  hidden  so  early  in  life  as  in  Cyelopterus.  Eyes 
and  disk  larger  than  in  Cyelopterus,  the  gill  openings  rather  smaller. 
Dorsal  rays  YI  or  VII,  10  or  11.  Size  small.  Northern  seas,  {ev,  very; 
jniHpd^,  small;  rptpia,  aperture.) 

a.  Body  rather  elongate,  the  depth  2^  in  length;  tubercles  large.  spinosus,  2435. 

aa.  Body  short  and  deep,  the  depth  i length;  tubercles  smaller.  orris,  2436. 
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2435.  EUmCROTREMUS  SPINOSUS  (Muller). 

Head  2|;  depth  If.  D.  VI,  11;  A.  10;  P.  21;  hranchiostegals  6.  Body 
exceedingly  robust,  abruptly  compressed  i^osteriorly ; the  length  of  the 
head  less  than  its  height;  crown  convex,  orbit  large,  less  than  ^ of  the 
length  of  the  head.  Month  moderate,  reaching  a vertical  from  the  toward 
margin  of  the  orbit.  Teeth  small,  simple,  suhconical,  in  a narrow  band. 
On  younger  examples  the  anterior  dorsal  is  quite  distinct,  and  does  not  form 
a continuous  arch  with  the  outline  of  the  hack  in  front  of  it,  as  in  the  Lump, 
hut  aged  specimens  approach  the  latter  more  nearly  in  these  respects. 
Between  the  2 dorsals  the  space  is  less  than  base  of  first.  Caudal  suhtrun- 
cate  on  its  posterior  margin,  the  angles  rounded  otf;  all  the  fins  with 
ronnded  margins.  Each  of  the  conical  tubercles  with  which  the  skin  is 
covered  is  rough,  with  small  projections  on  its  sides  and  base;  some  of  the 
tubercles  in  diameter  of  base  measuring  nearly  or  quite  as  much  as  width 
of  orbit;  the  largest  appearing  in  a group  of  8 or  9 on  the  middle  of  the 
flank,  and  in  several  series  from  the  crown  to  the  base  of  the  second  dorsal ; 
one  of  the  large  ones  standing  at  each  side  of  the  space  between  the  dorsals ; 
a couple  of  moderate-sized  ones  seen  in  front  of  the  shoulder,  those  on  the 
entire  caudal  region  smaller,  as  also  those  below  the  head  and  body.  A 
young  example,  about  If  inches  in  length,  has  a similar  outline  in  trans- 
verse section  as  wide  as  high,  is  abruptly  compressed  behind  the  abdomen, 
and  shows  the  first  dorsal  as  free  and  distinct  as  the  second ; hack  some- 
what arched  under  the  base  of  the  anterior;  interorhital  space  slightly 
concave,  f wider  than  the  orbit,  and  f narrower  than  the  disk;  disk 
nearly  f wider  than  the  orbit.  Entire  body  covered  with  irregular- 
sized spiny  tubercles;  on  the  sides  of  each  tubercle  the  small  spines 
slender  and  hristle-like,  and  their  development  comparatively  greater 
than  that  obtaining  among  them  on  older  examples.  Later  in  life  it  is  the 
central  portion  or  cone  of  the  tubercle  that  develops,  while  the  lateral 
outgrowths  remain  small.  On  the  young  individuals  the  larger  scales 
occupy  the  spaces  behind  the  pectorals,  above  the  opercles,  and  at  the 
sides  of  the  first  dorsals.  Dr.  Giinther,  1880,  figures  some  young  specimens 
an  inch  in  length,  some  with  tubercles,  others  without  them,  and  shows 
the  fins  to  be  angular  early  in  life.  The  color  is  olivaceous  to  brownish, 
very  likely  reddish  in  life,  clouded  with  darker.  From  the  material  before 
us,  this  species  appears  to  be  less  compressed  than  either  Cyclopterus  lumpus 
or  Eumicrotremus  orhis.  In  a transverse  section,  in  front  of  the  first  dor- 
sal, it  is  nearly  round,  whereas  in  either  of  the  others  such  a section  is 
considerably  higher  than  wide.  Compared  with  them  in  regard  to  length, 
it  may  be  described  as  elongate.  How  much  of  this  difference  in  form  is  to 
be  credited  to  individual  variation  we  can  not  at  present  determine.  Bear- 
ing in  mind  the  variations  seen  in  a lot  of  specimens  of  C.  himpus,  it  does 
not  seem  at  all  impossible  that  E.  sjiinosus  and  E.  oriis  may  have  to  be 
united,  as  has  been  suggested  by  several  authors,  but  unless  other  speci- 
mens show  closer  approaches  than  these,  they  are  certainly  better  kept 
separate.  (Carman.) 

Mr.  Dresel  gives  the  following  notes  on  a specimen,  90  mm.  long,  from 
the  stomach  of  a halibut  in  Davis  Straits : 
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D.  VII,  11;  A.  ca.  10.  The  head  and  body  suhorhicular ; the  body  posteriorly  is 
abruptly  compressed.  The  mouth  is  moderate,  the  jaws  witli  narrow  bands  of  villiform 
teeth.  The  maxilla  reaches  to  below  the  anterior  margin  of  the  eye,  its  length  being 
contained  times  in  that  of  the  head.  The  gill  opening  is  small,  as  long  as  the  diameter 
of  the  eye,  which  is  contained  3 times  in  the  length  of  the  head.  The  disk  is  about  as 
long  as  it  is  broad,  f of  the  length  of  the  head.  The  interorbital  width  is  greater  than  § 
the  length  of  the  head,  and  not  quite  twice  the  diameter  of  the  eye.  Length  of  head 
contained  3 times,  greatest  height  of  bodj'  2 times,  in  total  length.  The  body  is  covered 
with  conical  plates  of  various  sizes,  those  of  the  pectoral  region  being  the  largest,  about 
as  large  as  the  eye.  The  plates  are  studded  Avith  small  tubercles,  and  the  larger  ones 
have  tlie  centers  elevated  and  pointed.  Color  in  spirits,  light  brown,  with  traces  of 
punctulations  on  the  skin  between  the  plates. 

North  Atlantic  and  Arctic  oceans,  south  to  Maine  and  Denmark;  the 
specimens  above  described  (by  Mr.  Garman)  from  Eastport,  Maine.  (En.) 
{sjiinosus,  spinons.) 

Cyclopterus  spinosus,  Muller,  Prodr.  Zool.  Dan.,  ix,  1777,  Denmark ; Fabricius,  Fauna 
Grcenlandica,  134,  1780;  Gunther,  Cat.,  m,  157,  1861;  Jordan  & GmBERT,  Synopsis, 
746, 1883. 

E^imicrotremus  spinosus,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1873,  190;  Dresel,  Proc.  IJ.  S. 

Nat.  Mus.  1884.249;  Garman,  Discoboli,  34, 1892. 

Lumpus  spinosus,  Storer,  Synopsis,  482. 1846. 

2436.  EUMICROTREMUS  ORRIS  (Gunther). 

Head  2|;  depth  H.  D.  VII,  9;  A.  10;  caudal  10;  branchiostegals  6. 
Body  comiiressed,  thick,  short,  and  high;  head  short,  higher  than  wide, 
flattened ; supraorbital  angles  prominent.  In  the  specimen  described,  badly 
shrunken  by  drying,  the  height  of  the  head  is  contained  in  the  distance 
from  the  snout  to  the  base  of  the  caudal  nearly  twice.  Eye  large,  about 
3^  times  in  the  length  of  the  head.  Teeth  numerous,  small,  subconical, 
in  pavement,  4 or  5 series.  Anterior  dorsal  much  as  in  a specimen  of 
C.  Ium2)us  of  3 inches  in  length,  the  sides  of  the  fin  covered  with  spines 
of  moderate  size,  the  siiinous  rays  7 in  number.  The  upper  outline  of 
this  fin  is  much  like  that  of  the  Lump,  in  being  arched  backward,  or 
crescentic.  The  10  rays  of  the  second  dorsal  are  very  distinct;  the 
membranes  are  not  so  tuberculate  as  those  of  the  first.  Entire  body  and 
head  covered  with  spiny  conical  tubercles,  the  largest  in  a grouji  of  7 or  8 
on  the  flank  behind  the  pectorals,  another  on  the  forehead,  and  those  on 
the  supraocular  ridge.  A single  large  one  stands  at  each  side  of  the 
space  between  the  dorsals.  Those  on  the  flanks  are  in  contact,  and  on  an 
example  44  inches  in  length  there  are  several  that  exceed  ^ inch  in  diame- 
ter. The  sides  of  the  tubercles  are  roughened  by  multitudes  of  fine  sharp 
spines.  Under  chin  and  throat  the  tubercles  are  smaller,  close  together, 
and  very  numerous.  The  origin  of  the  first  dorsal  is  above  and  a little  in 
front  of  the  gill  opening.  The  latter  is  above  the  base  of  the  pectoral, 
behind  the  eye;  its  width  is  hardly  as  great  as  that  of  the  orbit.  Profes- 
sor Collett  gives  a good  figure  of  C.  spiuosus;  to  compare  the  specimen 
from  which  these  notes  are  taken  with  it,  the  Pacific  representative  is 
higher  and  more  arched  in  front  of  and  over  the  first  dorsal,  the  depth  of 
the  body  is  greater  in  proportion  to  the  length,  and  the  spines  above  the 
lateral  line,  from  the  space  between  the,  dorsals  to  the  back  of  the  skull, 
are  a great  deal  smaller.  These  differences  are  such  as  may  obtain  on 
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individuals;  it  is  true,  but  until  direct  comparisons  of  series  from  the 
Pacific  are  made  with  others  from  the  Atlantic  it  is  hardly  worth  the 
while  to  throw  C.  orMs  in  with  C.  epinosus.  The  2 species  are  very  elosely 
allied,  hut  with  our  specimens  it  does  not  seem  best  to  bring  them  together 
as  one.  (Garman.)  Northern  Pacific,  south  to  Vancouver  Island;  not 
rare.  The  specimen  above  described  from  St.  George  Island,  Bering  Sea. 

The  following  notes  are  taken  from  a very  large  specimen,  5 inches  long, 
from  the  Aleutian  Islands.  (Coll.  Alaska  Comml.  Co.) : 

Head  3;  depth  nearly  2;  D.  VII,  11;  A.  10;  caudal  10.  Body  orbicular, 
cuboid  anteriorly;  base  of  spinous  dorsal  and  body  behind  vent  abruptly 
compressed;  teeth  in  narrow  bands;  gill  openings  on  a level  with  eye, 
slightly  narrower  than  orbit.  Spinous  dorsal  not  hidden,  covered  with 
rough  tubercles,  similar  to  those  on  body,  but  smaller;  width  of  ventral 
disk  slightly  less  than  its  length,  and  somewhat  less  than  length  of  head. 
Body  covered  with  irregular  roundish  conical  plates,  varying  much  in 
size,  some  of  the  larger  with  a central  point,  turned  backward;  all  the 
plates  with  small  tubercles  and  slender  flexible  prickles;  small  plates 
along  bases  of  all  the  fins ; a series  of  6 large  plates  extending  backward 
from  above  eye  to  opposite  the  interval  between  dorsals;  a series  of  5 on 
each  side  of  middle  of  interocular  space  from  snout  to  nape,  these  increas- 
ing much  in  size  posteriorly;  a series  of  3 along  opercular  margin;  along 
base  of  spinous  dorsal,  a series  of  4,  not  connected  with  that  of  interor- 
l)ital  space;  a single  large  plate  on  each  side  of  the  interval  between  dor- 
sals: 2 longitudinal  series  of  4 large  plates  each,  beginning  above  base  of 
pectorals  and  behind  gill  slits,  terminating  under  the  space  between 
dorsals;  the  largest  plate  on  body  is  immediately  behind  axil  of  pectoral; 
a smaller  one  below  it,  and  2 others  between  it  and  origin  of  anal ; 2 series 
of  smaller  plates  below  eye ; many  small  plates  interposed  between  the 
series  of  large  ones;  very  small  plates  on  under  side  of  head  and  middle  of 
tail;  no  plates  between  ventral  disk  and  vent;  none  in  axil  of  pectorals. 
Color  olivaceous,  the  skin  between  the  plates  thickly  punctate. 

Three  young  examples,  the  largest  27  mm.  long,  were  dredged  south 
of  Saunak  Islands  and  in  Bristol  Bay  (depth  19  to  70  fathoms).  Fin 
rays  in  these  vary  as  follows:  D.  VI  or  VII,  9 or  10;  A.  8 to  10.  We 
agree  with  Garman  in  considering  it  advisable  to  distinguish  the  north 
Pacific  form  from  E.  spinosus,  until  adequate  series  can  be  compared.’^ 
(Gilbert.)  {orhis,  orb  or  sphere.) 

Cyclopterus  orbis,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  158, 1861,  Vancouver  Island. 

E umicrotemus  orbis,J ORDAJ^  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  454;  Garjian,  Disco, 
boli,  36, 1892. 

Cyclopterus  spinosus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  746, 1883 ; not  of  Muller. 

780.  LETHOTREMUS,  Gilbert. 

Lethotremus,  Gilbert,  Eept.  U.  S.  Fisk  Comm.  1893  (1896),  449  (mutieus). 

This  genus  differs  from  Eumicrotremus  in  the  total  absence  of  the  bony 
plates,  and  of  lateral  line  or  pores  on  sides  of  head  and  body.  The  skin  is 
either  smooth  or  armed  with  scattered  prickles.  forgetfulness; 

Tpfjiia,  apertures.) 

a.  Dorsal  rays  Jm,  11 ; anal  10 ; skin  perfectly  smooth. 

aa.  Dorsal  rays  V,  7 ; anal  6 ; skin  prickly. 


MUTICUS,  2437. 
VINOLENTUS,  2438. 
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2437.  LETHOTREMUS  MUTICUS,  Gilbert. 

D.  VII,  11;  A.  10;  P.  23.  Depth  2 to  2|  in  length;  head  2^  to  Eye 
very  large,  2^  to  2^  in  head,  equaling  interorbital  width.  In  Eumicro- 
tremus  orhis  of  equal  size,  the  length  of  the  slit  slightly  less  than  its 
distance  from  upper  base  of  pectorals.  Diameter  of  ventral  disk  f 
length  of  head,  equal  to  width  of  mouth.  No  barbels  or  filaments. 
Origin  of  spinous  dorsal  slightly  in  advance  of  gill  slit,  distance 
between  dorsals  equaling  half  diameter  of  eye;  origin  of  anal  under 
that  of  second  dorsal;  no  notch  between  upper  and  lower  jmrtions  of 
pectoral  fin,  the  lower  rays  thickened  but  not  lengthened,  the  length  of 
upper  ray  equaling  that  of  snout  and  eye.  Vent  separated  from  disk  by 
slightly  more  than  4 its  distance  from  front  of  anal.  Color  in  spirits, 
brownish  above,  white  below,  the  upper  parts  finely  freckled  with  §mall 
black  specks.  Length  about  inches.  Aleutian  Islands.  This  species 
closely  resembles  in  form,  fin  rays,  and  general  appearance  Eumierotremus 
orhis,  but  differs,  in  addition  to  the  generic  characters  already  stated,  in 
the  much  larger  eye,  the  lower  spinous  dorsal,  and  the  extreme  reduction 
of  the  posterior  nasal  tube.  In  young  examples  of  E.  orhis,  the  posterior 
nasal  tube  is  much  longer  than  the  anterior,  and  equals  ^ the  diameter  of 
eye.  In  L.  muiicus,  both  tubes  are  short,  and  the  posterior  is  little 
more  than  an  elevated  rim  to  the  nasal  opening.  The  naked  specimens 
from  the  Atlantic,  reported  on  by  Dr.  Giinther  under  the  name  Cycloptremus 
spinosus,  are  probably  referable  to  Lethotremus.  (Gilbert.)  {muticus, 
unarmed.) 

Lethotremus  muticus,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  449,  pi.  31,  Unimak 
Pass,  Alaska,  at  Albatross  Stations  3223  and  3258,  in  56  and  70  fathoms. 


2438.  LETHOTREMUS  VIXOLENTUS,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Head  2^  in  length ; depth  2J.  D.  V,  7 ; A.  6 ; eye  3 in  head ; snout  nearly 
4;  maxillary  2|;  interorbital  2i^ ; ventral  diskl^;  height  of  spinous  dorsal 
; length  of  pectoral  2|.  Body  short  and  thick,  broadest  at  head,  deepest 
in  front  of  first  dorsal  spine,  abruptly  compressed  at  vent ; back  some- 
what elevated.  Mouth  terminal,  oblique,  the  jaws  about  equal;  snout 
very  blunt ; maxillary  reaching  slightly  past  the  vertical  from  front  of  eye ; 
teeth  in  narrow  villiform  bands;  teeth  on  vomer  (the  specimen  is  so  small, 
we  can  not  be  sure  of  the  palatine  teeth) ; eye  large,  set  high  in  the  head, 
its  diameter  greater  than  the  length  of  the  snout;  interorbital  wide  and 
fiat,  the  diameter  contained  1^  times  in  the  width;  gill  opening  oblique, 
about  as  wide  as  eye  and  on  a level  with  eye;  disk  ^ longer  than  broad, 
its  length  about  equal  to  distance  from  gill  opening  to  anterior  edge  of 
eye.  Skin  thick;  head  and  body  nearly  naked,  a few  spines  scattered 
over  it;  spinous  dorsal  with  3 or  4 small  spines,  a minute  simple  sxiine  in 
front  of  eye  and  2 or  3 above  it;  4 multifid  spines  following  the  curve 
of  back,  under  spinous  dorsal,  and  1 under  the  front  of  second  dorsal,  2 
similar  spines  on  each  side  of  nape,  just  above  024ercles ; 2 on  edge  of  oper- 
cle  and  3 on  edge  of  preopercle ; an  irregular  row  of  6 running  from  above 
base  of  pectoral  to  front  of  anal  fin,  and  a couple  of  small  ones  behind  gill 
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opening;  "body  otherwise  naked.  All  the  spines,  with  the  exception 
of  those  noted  as  simple,  are  long  sharp  spines  in  groups  of  from  3 to 
6 with  a common  base,  generally  the  length  of  each  spine  exceeding 
length  of  the  base.  No  lateral  line.  Spinous  dorsal  reaching  to  the  first 
ray  of  soft  dorsal  when  fin  is  depressed,  higher  than  soft  dorsal;  anal  and 
soft  dorsal  similar;  caudal  small,  truncate  or  slightly  rounded;  pectorals 
very  short,  reaching  to  the  posterior  edge  of  ventral  disk.  Color  bright 
wine  red,  slightly  lighter  below,  without  markings,  sides  dusted  over 
with  very  small  dark  points;  spinous  dorsal  dusky;  other  fins  colorless. 
Colors  disappear  in  alcohol.  One  specimen  ^ inch  long,  dredged  in  Puget 
Sound.  If  the  adult  shows  the  same  characters,  it  must  become  the  type 
of  a distinct  genus,  (vinolentus,  wine-colored.) 

Lethotremus  vinolentus,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  827,  pi.  94,  Puget 

Sound,  near  Seattle,  Washington.  (Type,  Iso.  3131,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  E. 

C.  Starks.) 

781.  CYCLOPTEROIDES,  Carman. 

Cyclopteroides,  Garman,  Mon.  Discoboli,  37,  1892  (gyrinops) . 

Body  short,  thick,  slightly  depressed  anteriorly,  compressed  posteriorly. 
Head  broad,  short;  snout  short,  obtuse;  subordital  produced  to  connect 
with  the  preoperculum,  widening  backward.  The  bases  of  both  dorsals  are 
thickly  enveloped  in  skin  and  flesh.  Ventrals  united,  forming  a large 
adhesive  disk.  Chin  with  tubular  pores,  or  barbels.  Teeth  small,  sub- 
conical.  Gill  openings  narrow;  gill  membranes  united  and  attached  to 
the  isthmus.  Gills  3^.  Pseudobranchhe  present.  Six  branchiostegal  rays. 
Intestine  long.  Like  Cycloptenis,  to  which  it  is  closely  allied,  the  species 
of  this  genus  appears  to  derive  a jiortion  of  their  food  from  vegetation. 
{Cydopterus;  sidog,  resemblance.) 

2439.  CYCLOPTEROIDES  GTRIXOPS,  Garman. 

Head  3 in  total  length;  D.  8 or  9;  A.  9;  pectoral  24;  caudal  10; 
caeca  10  or  11;  branchiostegal  6.  Body  oblong,  compressed  toward  the 
dorsals,  broad  toward  the  belly,  subtriangular  in  transverse  section, 
abruptly  compressed  in  the  posterior  portion  between  the  second  dorsal 
and  the  anal,  deep  near  the  abdomen,  and  tapering  rapidly  to  the  caudal 
fin.  Belly  flattened,  f as  wide  as  long.  Head  short,  as  long  as  high, 
wider  than  long ; interorbital  space  concave  transversely  and  slightly  so 
longitudinally,  steeply  inclined  on  snout  and  sides;  cheeks  swollen; 
mouth  anterior,  somewhat  oblique,  little  wider  than  interorbital  space, 
not  reaching  a vertical  from  front  of  eye;  lower  lip  interrupted  for  a short 
distance  at  the  symx)hysis;  chin  with  a series  of  4 barbels  on  each  side 
formed  by  tubular  prolongations  of  the  jiores  similar  to  those  of  the 
nostrils.  Teeth  very  small,  conical,  slightly  hooking  backward,  in  5 rows 
at  the  symphysis,  some  of  which  are  shorter  and  do  not  extend  so  far 
toward  the  sides  as  the  others.  Nostrils  small,  tubular,  the  posterior 
between  the  eyes,  and  the  anterior  halfway  between  the  posterior  and  the 
mouth.  Eye  moderate,  lateral,  as  long  as  the  snout,  more  than  4 in 
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head,  promiuent  above  the  outline  of  the  forcliead.  Gill  opening  very 
small,  covered  by  the  spine-like  angle  of  the  opercle,  at  a distance  above 
the  base  of  the  pectoral  ecpial  to  about  twice  its  own  width.  Skin  cov- 
ered with  mucus,  with  4 series  of  very  small,  distant,  1-  to  8-spined 
tubercles  on  each  side;  1 series  on  each  side  of  the  median  line  of  the 
forehead  along  the  sides  of  the  bases  of  the  dorsals,  another  from  each 
orbital  ridge  backward  on  the  flank  parallel  with  the  first,  another 
behind  each  eye,  and  the  fourth  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  gill  opening; 
below  the  last  series  the  skin  is  quite  bare.  Ventral  disk  as  long  as  the 
head,  as  broad  as  long,  or  broader,  nearly  twice  as  far  from  the  caudal  as 
from  the  mouth.  Dorsal  fins  very  thick  at  their  bases,  enveloped  in  loose 
skin  through  which  the  rays  may  be  distinguished,  separated  by  an  inter- 
space, the  first  higher,  originating  above  the  gill  opening;  base  of  the 
second  higher  in  front,  and  the  posterior  rays  more  free  from  the  thick 
skin.  (The  extremities  of  the  rays  are  all  weak,  and  in  most  cases  have 
been  carried  away.  That  the  caudal  fin  was  pointed  is  indicated  by  the 
strength  of  the  median  rays;  in  other  words,  the  fin  was  longer  in  the 
middle.)  Pectorals  broad,  rounded  in  the  upper  part  posteriorly,  reaching 
as  far  backward  as  the  hinder  edge  of  the  disk;  lower  border  but  little 
indented,  if  at  all,  with  ends  of  rays  prolonged  as  a short  fringe.  Color 
brown,  approaching  a chocolate;  belly  light;  a dark  brown  blotch  between 
the  eyes,  another  from  each  eye  through  anterior  nostril  to  mouth,  1 below 
eye  to  throat,  1 or  2 back  of  eye  on  opercle,  a larger  one  behind  gill  open- 
ing, several  small  ones  close  along  bases  of  dorsals,  and  an  elongate  band 
on  the  hinder  part  of  flank  and  on  base  of  caudal  portion;  peculiar  marks 
exist  in  a brown  blotch,  on  each  side  of  hinder  part  of  abdomen,  on 
which  is  a bunch  of  3 white  spots  like  a clover  leaf,  in  a white  band, 
reaching  toward  the  flank  at  each  side  of  hinder  margin  of  disk,  and  in 
a white  spot  at  posterior  ends  of  branchiostegal  rays.  Total  length  a 
little  less  than  2 inches.  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska  (Garman);  the  young 
taken  by  us  in  the  harbor  of  Unalaska.  {yvpiv6<i,  tadx)ole;  w-ip,  appear- 
ance.) 

Gycloptcroides gtjrinops,  Gakman,  Mon.  Discoboli,  in  Memoirs  Mus.  Comi).  ZooL,  Cambridge, 
37, 1892,  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 


782.  CYCLOPTERICHTHYS,  Steindachner. 

Cyclopterichthys,  Steindachner,  Iclith.  Beitrage,  x,  14,  1881  (glaber  — ventricosus) . 

Body  short  and  thick,  rounded,  covered  with  thick,  smooth  skin,  desti- 
tute of  bony  tubercles ; tail  slender,  compressed,  the  body  abruptly  con- 
tracted to  its  base;  head  broad,  obtuse;  mouth  oblique,  the  lower  jaw 
prominent;  teeth  rather  small,  simple,  hooked,  sharp,  in  2 rows  anteriorly; 
pseudobranchim  large;  gills  34;  suborbital  connected  by  a bony  stay  with 
the  preopercle;  gill  opening  small,  above  the  base  of  the  pectoral,  which 
is  broad  and  procurrent;  ventral  disk  moderate,  fringed.  Dorsal  short 
and  high,  of  soft  rays  only,  opposite  the  short  anal,  both  well  sejiarated 
from  the  small  caudal.  {Cyclopterus;  fish.) 
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2440.  CTCLOPTEllICHTHYS  VENTRICOSUS  (Pallas). 

Head  2f ; depth  3^.  D.  9 ; A.  7 (8 or  9 Pallas) ; P.20;  C.  11.  Body  stout, 
thick,  short,  smooth,  abruptly  compressed  behind  the  body  cavity.  Caudal 
portion  nearly  f of  the  total  length.  Head  about  ^ of  the  length  without 
the  caudal,  broad,  depressed  but  convex  on  the  crown,  blunt  and  broadly 
rounded  on  the  snout.  Mouth  wide,  anterior,  opening  slightly  upward, 
its  corner  before  the  middle  of  the  eye.  Teeth  small,  simple,  in  2 series 
in  front,  and  but  1 toward  the  sides.  Pallas  says  of  the  dentition : “ Max- 
illarum  margines  ossei,  denticulis  minutis,  curvulis,  obtusiusculis,  ionor- 
dinatis  et  inaequalibus,  passim  geminatis  asperi;  quorum  in  superiore 
maxilla  interiores  majores.”  Eye  lateral,  its  diameter  contained  7 times 
in  the  length  of  the  head.  Gill  slit  4 in  head.  Dorsal  short,  behind  the 
abdominal  chamber,  its  upper  extremity  extending  behind  a vertical  from 
the  base  of  the  caudal,  margin  rounded;  anal  smaller  than  the  dorsal  and 
opposed  to  it,  though  originating  a trifle  farther  back ; caudal  subtruncate, 
rounded.  Yent  almost  directly  in  the  middle  of  the  total  length.  Disk 
subcircular,  with  a broad  cutaneous  margin,  in  head.  Brownish,  with 
numerous  scattered,  small,  rounded  spots  of  darker;  our  specimens  plain 
blackish  olive.  Bering  Sea;  Sea  of  Okhotsk  (Steindacbner) ; our  speci- 
mens from  St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Group ; also  found  at  Petropaulski ; 
occasionally  taken  in  abundance,  (ventricosus,  large-bellied.) 

Cyclopterus  ventricosus,  Pallas,  Spicilegia,  Zool.,  vii,  15,  t.  2, 1769,  Kamchatka. 
Cyclopterichthys  glaber,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitrage,  x,  14,  pi.  8, 1881,  Sea  of  Okhotsk. 
CoUjlis  ventricosus,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  498. 1861. 

Cyclopterichthys  ventricosus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  745, 1883 ; Garman,  Discoboli, 
41, 1892. 

783.  LIPAROPS,  Garman. 

Liparops,  Garman,  Discoboli,  in  Mem.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  42,  1892  (stelleri). 

A little-known  genus,  apparently  closely  allied  to  Cyclopterichthys,  but 
distinguished  by  the  elongate  dorsal,  the  tubercles,  and  the  dentition. 
One  species  known.  {Liparis]  appearance.) 

2441.  LIPAROPS  STELLERI  (Pallas). 

Body  oval,  smooth,  the  chest  in  the  middle,  the  depth  4 inches ; a single 
series  of  osseous  tubercles  along  the  middle  of  the  back  to  the  origin  of 
the  dorsal  fin;  lower  jaw  longest;  teeth  slender,  blunt,  unequal;  eyes 
small,  high ; gill  opening  reduced  to  a round  foramen ; opercle  large.  Disk 
between  pectoral  fins.  Dorsal  fin  commencing  on  the  middle  of  the  back 
and  extending  to  near  the  base  of  caudal;  anal  ending  opposite  dorsal; 
anal  slender.  Petropaulski,  Kamchatka,  where  it  is  rare  (Pallas);  not 
seen  by  any  recent  collector.  (Named  for  Georg  Wilhelm  Steller,  naturalist 
and  explorer.) 

Cyclopterus  stelleri,  Pallas,  Zoogr.  Rosso- Asiat.,  iii,  73,  1811,  Kamchatka,  Harbor  of 
Peter-and-Paul;  described  from  manuscripts  of  Steller. 

Cotylis  stelleri,  Gunther,  Cat.,  m,  499,  1861. 

Cyclopterichthys  stelleri,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  745,  1883. 

Liparops  stelleri,  Garman,  Discoboli,  42,  1892. 
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Family  CLXXXIII.  LIPARIDID^E. 

(The  Sea  Snails.) 

Body  more  or  less  elongate,  tadpole-shaped,  subcylindrical  anteriorly, 
compressed  behind,  the  head  depressed;  both  head  and  body  covered  with 
smooth,  thin  skin,  which  is  very  lax.  Head  broad,  obtuse,  the  snout  short, 
wide,  and  blunt;  third  snborbital  bone  styliform  behind,  forming  a bony 
stay  articulating  with  the  preopercle,  as  in  Cottidw,  mouth  moderate, 
anterior,  terminal,  the  jaws  equal,  or  the  lower  included;  jaws  with 
bands  of  small  teeth,  Avhich  are  simple  or  more  or  less  tricuspid,  usually 
close  set,  forming  a pavement;  no  teeth  on  vomer  or  palatines;  premaxil- 
laries  i)rotractile,  little  movable;  opercular  bones  unarmed;  interopercle 
slender,  ray-like,  overlying  the  branchiostegals;  gill  openings  small,  the 
membranes  joined  to  the  broad  isthmus  and  to  the  humeral  arch  below. 
Branchiostegals  6.  Gills  3^,  no  slit  behind  the  last;  pseudobranchia3 
small  or  wanting;  dorsal  fin  rather  long,  the  spines  feeble  and  flexible, 
low,  similar  to  the  soft  rays;  anal  long,  similar  to  the  soft  dorsal;  ventral 
fins  I,  5,  the  two  completely  united  and  forming  the  bony  center  of  an  oval 
sucking  disk,  or  else  sometimes  entirely  wanting;  pectoral  fin  very  broad, 
the  base  procurrent,  extending  forward  under  the  throat,  the  outline 
usually  emarginate,  some  of  the  lower  rays  being  produced;  tail  diphy- 
cercal;  caudal  fin  short,  convex;  vertebra)  numerous,  35  to  50;  pyloric 
cieca  numerous;  no  air  bladder;  stomach  siphoual,  U-shaped,  intestine 
elongate.  General);  species  about  40.  Small,  sluggish  fishes,  nearly  all 
of  the  Arctic  seas,  a few  belonging  to  the  Antarctic ; found  adhering  to 
rocks  at  various  depths.  The  group  is  evidently  closely  allied  to  the 
Cottidw,  and  its  origin  must  be  sought  in  the  ancestors  of  such  types  as 
Fsychrohtfes  and  Cottunculus,  the  Cyclopteridw  representing  a coordinate 
phase  of  degradation. 

The  following  additional  characters  are  given  by  Mr.  Garman : 

Skeleton  with  a somewhat  larger  proportion  of  osseous  matter  than  that  of  the  Cyclopter- 
idce.  As  in  that  familj',  the  skull  is  full  on  the  back,  as  if  truncate,  and  has  no  passage 
for  muscles  extending  forward  between  the  mastoid  and  the  occipitals.  Third  suborbital 
very  long,  slender,  and  spine-like,  posteriorly  reaching  toward  the  posterior  margin  of 
the  preoperculum.  Upper  limb  of  preoperculum  expanded.  Operculum  much  reduced, 
its  shape  with  some  resemblance  to  that  of  a boot,  the  sole  directed  downward  and  the  toe 
backward.  Suboi)erculum  slender,  like  an  inverted  V Avith  the  limbs  curved  outward, 
the  anterior  extending  forward  along  the  preoperculum,  and  the  posterior  reaching  back 
under  the  lower  border  of  the  operculum.  Interoperculum  long,  styliform,  reaching  from 
suboperculum  to  articular,  frequently  mistaken  for  one  of  the  branchiostegal  rays.  Rea- 
sons for  separating  this  family  from  the  Cyclopteridce  and  placing  it  farther  from  the 
Cottidce  exist  in  the  continuous  dorsal,  the  connection  of  dorsal  and  anal  with  the  caudal, 
the  more  complete  transformation  of  the  ventral  rays,  the  more  slender  and  spine-like 
suborbital  process,  the  expanded  upper  limb  of  the  preoperculum,  the  styliform  inter- 
operculum, the  shorter  olfactory  nerves,  and  the  more  elongate  brain.  (Garman.) 
Discoboli  liparidina,  Gunthee,  Cat.,  iii,  158  to  165, 1861. 

Liparidin^  : 

a.  Ventral  disk  present,  large  or  small. 

b.  Ventral  disk  normal,  composed  of  13  lobes,  a median  one  in  front,  and  one  cor- 
responding to  each  of  the  tin  rays,  each  lobe  with  a deciduous  horny  cover- 
ing or  papilla.  Teeth  close  set  in  pavement-like  bands,  tricuspid  in  the 
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young,  some  or  all  becoming  angular  or  bluntly  arrow-sbaped  in  the  adult; 
caudal  fin  well  developed,  rather  broad, 

c.  Dorsal  fin  divided  by  a deep  notch,  which  separates  the  slender  spines  from 
the  soft  rays.  Neolipakis,  784. 

cc.  Dorsal  tin  continuous,  the  spines  not  separated  from  the  soft  rays. 

Liparis,  785. 

hb.  Ventral  disk  more  or  less  reduced  in  size  or  degraded  in  structure,  becoming 
anterior  in  position ; teeth  simple  or  tricuspid  only  in  the  very  young;  ver- 
tebrsB  numerous. 

d.  Caudal  well  developed;  teeth  slender,  curved,  in  cardiform  bands,  the 
inner  longer,  depressible ; ventral  disk  large ; skeleton  very  soft. 

Bathyphasma,  786. 

dd.  Caudal  fin  slender,  not  distinct  from  other  vertical  fins ; teeth  simple  in 
the  adult;  vertebrm  numerous;  dorsal  I’ays  35  to  50;  anal  33  to  46. 
Anterior  nostrils  usually  without  tubes;  ventral  disk  very  small, 
nearly  under  the  eye ; the  vent  close  behind  it. 

e.  Pectoral  fins  with  the  lower  lobe  well  developed;  gill  openings  mod- 
erate or  small,  not  greatly  reduced.  Caeeproctus,  787. 

ee.  Pectoral  fins  not  notched,  the  loAver  lobe  obsolete,  the  rays  progress- 
ively shortened ; gill  openings  reduced  to  a small  pore. 

GtYRINICHTHYS,  788. 


AmITRIN^  : 

aa.  Ventral  disk  entirely  wanting;  no  ventral  tins;  teeth  mostly  simple  in  the  adult; 
vertebra  and  fin  rays  in  large  number. 

/.  Pseudobranchia  present ; lower  lobe  of  pectoral  produced.  Amitra,  789. 

ff.  Pseudobranchia  wanting. 

g.  Tip  of  snout  without  barbel.  Paraliparis,  790. 

gg.  Tip  of  snout  with  a pair  of  barbels ; snout  projecting. 

Rhinoliparis,  791. 


784.  NEOLIPARIS,  Steindachuer. 

Neoliparis,  Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitr.,  hi,  54, 1875  (nnicosus). 

This  genus  differs  from  Liparis  in  having  a deep  notch  in  the  dorsal  fin 
anteriorly,  separating  the  spines  from  the  soft  rays.  The  species  approach 
more  nearly  to  the  Cottoid  type,  from  which  the  Liparids  are  descended. 
In  general  the  vertehrm  are  fewer,  the  fin  rays  fewer,  the  ventral  disk 
larger,  and  the  vertical  fins  better  separated  than  in  the  more  degenerate 
members  of  the  family.  The  retention  of  the  notch  between  the  dorsals 
fully  justifies  the  recognition  of  Neoliparis  as  a distinct  genus,  (vso^, 
new;  Liparis.) 

a.  Gill  opening  very  narrow,  almost  entirely  above  base  of  pectoral,  the  lower  edge  not 
below  third  pectoral  ray. 
h.  Anterior  nostrils  with  distinct  tubes. 

c.  Dor.sal  spines  in  the  male  greatly  elevated,  not  connected  by  membranes 
except  at  extreme  base. 

d.  Dorsal  rays  about  25 ; anal  23 ; head  small ; ventral  disk  small. 

ATLANTICUS,  2442. 

dd.  Dorsalrays26;  anal  23;  head  larger;  ventral  disk  comparatively  large. 

RUTTERI,  2443. 

cc.  Dorsal  spines  not  especially  elevated;  dorsal  rays  34  to  36;  anal  rays  25  to 
28;  lower  jaw  included;  form  rather  elongate,  the  head  depressed; 
ventral  disk  2^  in  liead.  Color  pale,  irregularly  dotted  with  darker, 
sometimes  plain  brownish.  CALLYODON,  2444. 
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hh.  Anterior  nostrils  Avith  a raised  rim,  and  without  distinct  tubes;  head  short, 
blunt,  4 in  length ; ventral  disk  A^ery  large,  1.^  in  head ; snout  blunt ; mouth 
A^ery  short,  its  cleft  almost  entirely  anterior,  the  maxillary  scarcely  reach- 
ing eye;  dorsal  rays  32 ; anal  26.  Color  plain  rosy  or  brownish,  not  spotted. 

MUCOSUS,  2445. 

aa.  Gill  opening  rather  large,  its  base  opposite  4 or  5 upper  rays  of  pectoral;  body  deep 
posteriori}';  nostrils  with  raised  rim,  but  without  distinct  tubes;  A'entral  disk 
moderate,  to  2|-  in  head;  head  about  3J  in  body,  depressed  above;  cleft  of 
mouth  broader,  partly  lateral,  nearly  3 in  head.  Color  plain  brownish  or  red- 
dish. 

e.  Dorsal  VI,  27 ; anal  21  to  23 ; pectoral  30 ; flesh  firm,  flor^,  2446. 
ee.  Dorsal  VI,  34;  anal  30;  i)ectoral35;  flesh  lax.  greeni,  2447. 

ece.  Dorsal  VI,  28 ; anal  26 ; pectoral  36.  fissuratus,  2448. 

2442.  NEOLIPARIS  ATLANTICUS,  Jordan  & EA'ermann,  new  species. 

HeadJf;  depth  4 to  4|.  D.  VI,  25;  A.  23;  P.30.  Eye  5 iu  head;  snout 
3;  A'entral  disk  If  to  2.  Body  Avidest  at  gill  opening,  compressed  2)osteri- 
orly;  deepest  beloAV  third  dorsal  spine ; head  broader  than  deep,  depressed 
aboA'^e  the  eyes;  mouth  narrow,  its  cleft  transv'erse  and  extending  to  ante- 
rior nostril  ; lower  j a Av  included;  teeth  tricuspid,  the  middle  cusps  highest; 
gill  openings  A’ery  narrow,  the  lower  border  opposite  first  ray  of  pectoral; 
anterior  nostril  tubular,  the  tube  f of  eye;  posterior  nostril  with  a Ioav 
flap ; skin  loose,  lying  in  folds.  Origin  of  dorsal  not  far  behind  i)ectoral, 
its  distance  from  tip  of  snout  ^ its  distance  to  base  of  caudal.  Dorsal 
Avith  a A'-cry  shalloAA'  notch,  the  spines  nearly  continuous  with  the  soft 
rays;  in  the  males  much  eleAated,  the  tips  thickened  and  membranes 
deeply  incised;  the  first  or  longest  sj)iue  as  long  as  head;  the  sixth  or  last 
not  quite  f head;  middle  rays  of  soft  dorsal  2 iu  head;  dorsal  and  anal 
joined  to  base  of  caudal;  caudal  nearly  as  long  as  head;  pectoral  almost 
reaching  anal,  slightly  longer  than  head;  lower  rays  exserted,  forming  a 
slight  lobe.  Color  reddish  brown,  with  small  scattered  light  or  bluish 
dots  OA'^er  the  body;  fins  darker,  clouded  with  pale,  the  dorsal  broadly 
edged  Avith  darker.  The  specimen  here  described,  37215  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
is  about  5 inches  long,  from  Godhout,  Quebec.  Numerous  other  specimens 
from  Salem  (20367)  and  Woods  Hole,  Massachusetts  (40118),  agree  Avith  this, 
the  females  haA'ing  the  first  dorsal  much  lower.  It  is  generally  common 
along  rocky  shores  from  NewToundlaud  to  Cape  Cod.  This  species  has  been 
repeatedly  recorded  under  the  name  Liparis  moutayui,  Donovan,  but  it  is 
not  identical  Avith  the  European  species  of  that  name.  The  published 
figures  of  X.  montagni  shoAv  a deeper  fish  with  larger  head,  and  Avith  the 
spinous  dorsal  very  low,  and  scarcely  distinct  from  the  soft  rays.  Day^s 
figure  looks  remarkably  unlike  our  fish.  Unfortunately  the  European 
specimens  of  XeoJiparis  montagni  in  the  National  Museum  are  all  too  small 
for  satisfactory  comparison.* 

Neoliparis  atlanticus,  Jordan  & Ea'ERMANN,  new  specie.s,  Godbout,  Quebec.  (Type,  No. 
37215.) 

Liparis  mo7itagui,  Cuvier.  Regne  Anim.  Ed.  i,  vol.  2,  227, 1817 ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synop- 
sis, 743,1883,  in  part;  Garaian,  Discoboli,  47, 1892,  Avitli  plate,  and  of  authors  generally. 


*Dr.  Boulenger  has  kindly  sent  ns  the  following  note  on  Liparis  montagtii : I have 
examined  about  a dozen  ot  oiir  British  Liparis  montagni.  of  all  sizes  up  to  5 inches.  The 
anterior  dorsal  looks  A'ery  indistinct,  has  no  detached  portion,  and  none  of  its  rays  are 
ever  produced  into  fllaineuts. 
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Cyclopterus  montacuti,  Tukton,  British  Fauna,  115,  1807;  after  Doxovax. 

Liparis  gobius,  Cuvier,  Eegne  Anim.,  i,  227,  1817;  after  Go&ws,  Muller,  Zool.  Dan., 
IV,  16, 1806. 

Cyclopterus  liparoides,  Eilsson,  Prodr.  Ichth.  Scand.,  62. 

Lepadogaster  cornubiensis,  Thompsox,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.  1835, 81,  Cornwall. 

Liparis  reticulata,  Couch,  Brit.  Fish.,  ii,  195,  1863. 

Liparis  ekstrbmi,  Lutkex,  Yid.  Medd.  Nat.  For.  Kjdbenh.  1865,  221. 

Liparis  maculatus,  Malm,  Fdrh.  Skand.  Naturf.  1865,412. 

Liparis  montagui,  with  varieties  principalis,  maculatus,  annulatus,  striatus,  pictus, 
obscurus,  liparoides  and  ekstromi,  Malm,  Bohuslans  Fauna,  103,  1877. 

Prof.  Kohert  Collett  (Christiania  Yidensk.  Selsk.  Fdrh.,  1879,  38)  has  assigned  names 
to  thejnany  color  variations  of  Neoliparis  montagui  as  shown  in  Norway,  as  follows: 

Yar.  a.  principalis,  Collett,  uniform  colored;  light  red  yellow  with  microscopic  brownish 
dots.  The  common  form  from  Christiania,  Stavanger,  Flor.,  onear  Bergen,  Komags- 
hjord  in  Finmarken.  Liparis  montagui,  Malm,  Gdtheborg  og  Bohuslans  Fauna,  451, 
1877. 

Yar.  h.  maculatus.  Malm,  dark  grayish  yellow,  the  whole  body  strewn  with  many  rows 
of  small  brown  spots,  smaller  than  the  eye  and  sharply  defined.  Bukn  and  Bohusliin. 
Liparis  maculatus.  Malm,  Fdrh.  Skand.  Naturf.,  9, 1863,  412. 

Yar.  c.  annulatus,  Collett,  reddish  gray  yellow,  with  large,  irregular  red-brown  rings  of  the 
same  length  and  breadth ; on  sides  of  head  the  rings  becoming  stripes ; Christiansand. 
Yar.  d.  striatus,  Collett,  color  of  c,  the  rings  drawn  out  into  lines;  the  rings  only  seen  in 
front  of  first  dorsal ; about  6 longitudinal  red-brown  stripes  from  gill  opening  to  caudal. 
Bergen.  Liparis  lineatus,  Malm,  Fdrh.  Sk.  Fdrh.,  9,  1863,  412. 

Yar.  e.  pictus,  Collett,  as  in  striatus,  but  the  lines  very  numerous,  close  set,  irregularly 
vermiculate,  with  much  cross  netting  or  partial  rings.  Bergen.  Finmarken. 

Far.  f.  obscurus,  Collett,  gray  brown  with  many  dark  brown  spots  and  specks  on  body  and 
fins;  irregular  cross  bands  on  caudal;  back  almost  uniform  gray  brown.  Hardanger 
Fjord. 

Var.  g.  liparoides,  Nilsson,  uniform  dark  gray  brown,  the  color  given  by  innumerable  dark 
points ; trace  of  band  at  tip  of  caudal ; paler  below.  Hardanger,  Oetjord  in  Finmarken 
Tromse.  Cyclopterus  liparoides,  Nilssox,  Prodr.  Ichth.  Scand.,  62,  1832. 

Yar.  h.  ekstrbmi.  Malm,  dark  brown,  sides  strewn  with  grayish  yellow  small  spots  which  - 
extend  on  vertical  fins.  Bohusliin.  Liparis  ekstrbmi.  Malm,  Fdrk.  Sk.,  Naturf.,  9, 
1863,  412. 

These  are  evidently  mere  color  forms,  expressing  the  range  of  variation.  Similar  color 
forms  may  be  seen  in  most  of  the  bright-colored  species,  pulchellus,  agassizii,  aleuticus. 
They  are  not  in  any  proper  sense  subspecies,  having  no  geographical  bases  or  separate 
lines  of  descent. 

2443.  NEOLIPARIS  RUTTERI,  Gilbert  & Snyder,  new  species. 

Head  3f;  depth  4^.  D.  VI,  26;  A.  23;  P.30;  eye  5 in  head;  snout  2f; 
ventral  disk  If.  Body  widest  at  gill  oiiening,  gradually  tapering  poste- 
riorly, deepest  below  third  dorsal  spine;  depth  of  caudal  peduncle  4 in 
head.  Head  broader  than  deep,  its  depth  at  occiput  6 in  body.  Mouth 
narrow,  its  cleft  almost  wholly  transverse,  extending  to  vertical  from 
anterior  nostril;  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  tricuspid,  the  middle  cusp 
highest,  arranged  in  10  oblique  series  on  each  half  of  the  upper  and  the 
lower  jaws.  Gill  opening  very  narrow,  restricted  to  the  area  above  base 
of  pectoral.  Anterior  nostrils  tubular ; posterior  nostrils  with  a low  rim, 
the  anterior  xiart  of  which  is  elevated  into  a triangular  flap.  Skin  loose, 
lying  in  folds  and  wrinkles.  Origin  of  dorsal  at  ^ the  distance  from  tip 
of  snout  to  caudal;  rays  of  first  dorsal  (in  the  types  which  are  apiiarently 
all  males)  separate  almost  to  base,  each  ray  bordered  with  a thick  mem- 


Jordan  and  Evermann, — Fishes  of  North  America.  2109 


brane,  the  margin  thus  formed  sometimes  incised,  producing  short,  rounded 
lobes;  first  spine  highest,  its  height  contained  4|  in  body,  the  succeeding 
spines  gradually  growing  shorter,  the  sixth  contained  11^  times  in  body. 
Height  of  second  dorsal  near  its  middle,  3 in  head;  dorsal  and  anal 
joined  by  membranes  to  base  of  caudal,  the  anal  more  broadly  joined  than 
the  dorsal,  attached  to  basal  fifth  of  lowest  caudal  ray;  caudal  rounded 
posteriorly,  its  length  41  in  body;  origin  of  anal  below  first  ray  of  sec- 
ond dorsal;  height  of  anal  a little  less  than  that  of  dorsal;  pectoral 
extending  to  a vertical  crossing  body  halfway  between  anus  and  origin 
of  anal  fin ; length  of  pectoral  5^  in  body,  its  upper  part  rounded  posteri- 
orly ; the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  rays  from  below  elongated,  with  exserted 
tips,  forming  a short  lobe.  Long  diameter  of  ventral  disk  6 in  body. 
Vent  slightly  nearer  to  margin  of  disk  than  to  origin  of  anal  fin.  Color 
bluish  slate,  lighter  along  middle  of  sides;  belly  and  gill  membranes 
whitish;  pectorals,  anal,  and  posterior  half  of  dorsal  very  narrowly  edged 
with  white;  rays  of  first  dorsal  indistinctly  barred.  In  the  following 
table  the  measurements  of  3 specimens  are  expressed  in  hundredths  of  the 
length  of  the  body : 


* 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

Length,  in  millimeters,  to  base  of  caudal  fin 

37 

44 

50 

Length  of  head  in  body 

28 

26 

27 

Depth  of  body 

20  1 

20 

23 

Distance  from  snout  to  dorsal 

33 

31 

34 

Distance  from  snout  to  anal 

50 

47 

48 

Depth  of  caudal  peduncle 

7 

7 

8 

Length  of  snout 

10 

11 

11 

Diameter  of  eye 

5 

5 

5 

Width  of  mouth 

11 

' 12 

12 

'VTidth  of  gill  opening 

5 

5 

Height  of  first  dorsal  ray 

18 

: 23 

22 

Height  of  dorsal  fin  near  middle 

8 

i 

8 

Height  of  anal 

C 

, 7 

7 

Length  of  pectoral 

18 

20 

21 

Longitudinal  diameter  of  disk 

15 

16 

16 

Length  of  caudal 

18 

19 

20 

Number  of  dorsal  rays 

VI,  26 

VI,  26 

VI,  26 

Numberof  anal  rays 

24 

24 

23 

Number  of  pectoral  rays 

30 

30 

Number  of  caudal  rays 

12 

13 

Xeoliparis  rutteri  is  closely  related  to  the  Atlantic  species,  Neoliparis 
atlanticus.  It  difiers  from  it  in  the  longer  head,  and  the  comparatively 
larger  ventral  disk.  The  2 species  dilfer  from  all  other  known  species  of 
the  genus  in  having  the  dorsal  spines  in  the  male  greatly  elevated  and  not 
connected  by  membrane  except  at  extreme  base.  From  X.  florce  and  X. 
greeni,  X.  rutteri  difiers  also  in  having  a much  smaller  gill  opening  and 
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fewer  dorsal  rays ; and  from  iV.  mucosns  in  having  the  pectoral  more  deeply 
notched  and  the  anterior  nostrils  with  a tube.  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska. 
Known  from  numerous  specimens,  the  longest  61  mm.  in  length.  (Gilbert 
& Snyder.)  (Kamed  for  Cloudsley  Rutter,  now  of  the  U.S.  Fish  Commis- 
sion who  collected  in  Kadiak  in  1896.) 

^eoliparis  rutteri,  Gilbert  <fc  Snyder,  MS.,  Fishes  of  Kadiak,  Ugah  Bay,  Kadiak  Island. 
(Coll.  Cloudsley  Kutter.  Type,  Ko.  5701,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 


2444.  XEOIJPARIS  CALLYODOX  (Pallas). 

Head  31;  depth  D.  YHI,  33;  A.  26;  pectoral  31;  caudal  14  to  16;  eye 
64;  snout  24;  pectoral  If;  ventral  disk  2f;  caudal  2.  Body  moderately 
elongate,  compressed  posteriorly;  depth  of  head  If  in  its  length,  breadth 
If;  mouth  rather  large,  the  maxillary  buried  under  the  skin,  reaching 
slightly  past  anterior  edge  of  eye;  teeth  small,  tricuspid,  in  about  8 
oblique  rows;  snout  blunt  and  rounded;  interorbital  space  wide  and 
slightly  convex;  posterior  nostril  ending  in  a short  wide  tube,  the 
anterior  much  smaller;  behind  the  posterior  nostril,  over  anterior  edge 
of  eye,  is  a mucous  pore;  length  of  gill  oiiening  twice  the  diameter  of  the 
eye,  its  lower  third  in  front  of  pectoral,  extending  down  to  the  second  or 
third  ray;  vent  about  midway  between  posterior  edge  of  ventral  disk 
front  of  anal;  pectorals  short  and  broad,  with  the  usual  notch  below, 
reaching  slightly  past  vent;  ventral  disk  a little  longer  than  broad,  its 
distance  from  tip  of  lower  jaw  equaling  its  diameter;  origin  of  dorsal 
directly  over  vent,  a shallow  notch  separating  its  spines  from  its  rays; 
front  of  anal  much  nearer  snout  than  base  of  caudal,  directly  under  dorsal 
notch;  dorsal  and  anal  scarcely  joined  to  caudal;  caudal  long  and  slender, 
rounded  behind.  Among  our  specimens  are  2 types  of  coloration;  the  first 
is  uniform  light  olive  brown  on  back,  white  below;  fins  all  colorless;  the 
other  is  light  brown  on  back  and  sides,  everywhere  spotted  with  blackish 
spots  irregular  in  size;  lower  parts  light;  pectoral  with  indistinct  dark 
cross  markings;  dorsal  and  anal  mottled  and  spotted  with  blackish, 
darker  posteriorly;  caudal  very  dark,  black  posteriorly;  lips  dusky. 
Coasts  of  Alaska  and  Bering  Sea,  west  to  Kamchatka;  generally  common 
on  rocky  shores;  recorded  from  St.  Paul,  Kamchatka,  Plover  Bay,  Siberia, 
Phialaska,  and  Kadiak;  our  specimens  from  the  2 islands  last  named;  the 
description  from  Unalaska  specimens  collected  by  the  Albatross,  the 
longest  5 inches  long.  This  species  is  evidently  the  original  CijclojAerns 
calhjodon  of  Pallas,  as  is  shown  by  the  coloration,  the  small  mouth,  and 
the  reduced  size  of  the  gill  openings.  It  differs  from  Xeollparis  mucosns  in 
the  much  smaller  ventral  disk,  the  presence  of  nasal  paiullie,  as  well  as 
in  proportions  and  coloration.  {na'XXo<;,  beauty;  odov^,  tooth,  from  the 
tricuspid  teeth  which  Pallas  had  never  before  seen  in  a fish.) 

Cyclopterus  callyodon,  Pallas,*  Zoogr.  Eosso-Asiat.,  m,  75,  ISll,  Kamchatka  and  Aleutian 
Islands. 


* The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  account  given  hy  Pallas:  Dorsal  33:  anal  24; 
caudal  15 ; hranchiostegahs  6 ; dorsal  and  anal  fins  continued  nearly  to  the  base  of  the  cau- 
dal. Body  oblong,  compressed ; the  head  depre.s.sed;  the  snout  much  depressed,  rounded  j 
lower  jaw*  included.  Teeth  with  3 distinct  lobes ; a slender  hone  from  the  eye  to  the  pre- 
operculum: gill  openings  reduced  to  lunate  spiracles,  on  each  side;  ventral  disk  small 
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Liparis  callyodon,  Gunther,  Cat.,  m,  162,  1861;  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  247,  271; 
Jordan  &.  Gilbert,* *  Sj-nopsis,  743, 1883. 

2445.  >EOLIPARIS  MUCOSUS  (Ayres). 

Head  4 in  length;  depth  4^.  D.  VI,  26;  A.  26;  pectoral  29;  caudal  12; 
eye  7 in  head;  snout  3;  ventral  disk  1^;  pectoral  If;  longest  dorsal 
ray  2;  highest  anal  ray  2;  caudal  If.  Body  not  greatly  elongate,  rather 
robust,  compressed  posteriorly,  holding  its  width  well  past  middle  of 
body;  head  short  and  thick,  broader  than  body,  4 longer  than  broad,  its 
length  If  times  its  dejith ; mouth  small,  truncate,  its  cleft  almost  entirely 
anterior,  scarcely  extending  laterally;  end  of  maxillary  buried  under  the 
skin,  barely  reaching  to  eye;  nostrils  not  ending  in  tubes;  lower  jaw 
slightly  the  shorter;  teeth  sharp,  tricuspid,  the  middle  cusp  much  the 
highest  and  longest,  arranged  in  9 oblique  series  in  each  jaw,  becoming 
more  and  more  oblique  toward  the  sides;  interorbital  space  moderately 
wide,  about  3^  in  head,  a little  convex;  gill  slit  not  extending  below  upper 
edge  of  pectoral,  its  length  about  14  times  eye  and  3 in  ventral  disk.  Pec- 
toral broadly  rounded  when  spread,  its  notch  comparatively  very  shallow, 
its  tip  reaching  past  vent  but  not  to  notch  in  dorsal;  ventral  disk  large, 
slightly  longer  than  broad,  its  posterior  margin  almost  midway  between 
its  anterior  and  front  of  anal,  its  anterior  margin  4 its  length  from 
chin;  dorsal  with  a shallow  notch;  origin  of  fin  over  posterior  margin  of 
ventral  disk,  its  longest  rays  in  its  posterior  half ; origin  of  anal  a little 
nearer  snout  than  base  of  caudal,  the  last  4 or  5 rays  rapidly  shortened, 
making  the  fin  truncate  behind ; dorsal  and  anal  scarcely  joined  to  caudal ; 
caudal  long  and  slender,  rounded  behind.  Color  olive  brown,  light  below ; 
indistinctly  mottled ; dorsal  and  anal  darker  at  their  margins;  pectorals 
uniform  dark  brown;  caudal  light,  with  indistinct  cross  lines;  lips  dark. 
Coast  of  California.  Here  described  from  the  only  specimen  known  to 
us,  5 inches  in  length,  from  near  San  Francisco.  It  is  now  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  California  Academy  of  Sciences  (No.  360).  Collected  by  H.  D. 
Dunn,  off  San  Francisco,  (mucosus,  slimy.) 

Liparis  mucosus,^  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  l,  1855,  24,  San  Francisco  (Coll.  W.  0.  AjTes) ; 
Gunther,  Cat.,  m,  559, 1861 ; Steindachner,  Ichth.  Beitr.,  m,  54,  1875;  Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Synopsis,  744, 1883 ; description  copied  from  Steindachner. 

Liparis  mucosus,  Garman,  Discoboli,  52, 1892,  with  plates,  figures  and  description  in  part; 

account  of  the  gill  openings  apparently  taken  from  Liparis  flora:. 

Xeoliparis  miccosus,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc. Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895, 832,  pi.  xcv. 

2446.  AEOLIPARIS  FLOR.E,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Head  3f  in  length  of  body;  depth  at  ventral  disk  54;  depth  under  mid- 
dle of  soft  dorsal  44.  D.  VI,  27 ; A.  21  to  23;  caudal  15;  pectoral  30; 


between  the  branchiostegals;  dorsal  commencing  a little  behind  the  gill  opening.  Yel- 
lowish brown  above;  skin  everywhere  with  brown  dots;  a silvery  streak  from  the  upper 
jaw  tlirough  the  eye  and  opercles.  Kamchatka;  common  along  the  shores  and  about  the 
(Aleutian)  Islands.  (Pallas.) 

* Described  from  a small  specimen  with  injured  fins  lately  reexamined  by'  us,  in  the 
collection  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  Unalaska.  (Coll.  A.  Greeuebaum.) 

tThe  description  of  Ayres  is  not  very  full  and  might  apply  almost  equally  well  to 
Liparis  florce.  The  account  of  the  head  (4  in  length)  and  the  eye  (nearly  6 in  head)  point 
rather  to  the  present  species  as  does  also  the  description  of  the  lax  skin.  Steindachner’s 
account  seems  also  to  refer  to  the  present  species,  although  few  of  the  really  distinctive 
characters  are  mentioned  by  him. 
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eye  7 iu  head;  interorhital  space  2|;  maxillary  2 J ; pectoral  If;  ventral 
disk  2f . Body  moderately  elongate,  much  compressed  posteriorly,  about 
as  wide  as  deep  anteriorly,  its  greatest  depth  under  middle  of  soft  dorsal 
where  the  hack  is  elevated.  Flesh  very  firm,  the  body  retaining  its  form, 
the  skin  loose  but  not  flaccid.  Head  small,  the  nape  not  j)roduced ; mouth 
moderate,  the  maxillary  extending  to  below  the  anterior  margin  of  orbit; 
jaws  subequal;  teeth  tricuspid,  arranged  in  series  which  are  nearly  trans- 
verse on  middle  of  jaws,  becoming  more  and  more  oblique  toward  the 
sides,  the  outermost  series  nearly  parallel  Avith  the  sides  of  jaws;  nostrils 
ending  in  a short,  wide  tube;  gill  opening  short,  extending  downward  to 
about  the  fifth  j)ectoral  ray,  its  length  about  ^ interorbital  space ; oper- 
cle  ending  in  a flap,  which  extends  over  middle  of  gill  opening;  A^entral 
disk  slightly  longer  than  Avide,  its  distance  from  tip  of  loAver  jaw 
times  its  length;  A^ent  equidistant  from  jiosterior  edge  of  ventral  disk 
and  front  of  anal ; skin  thick  and  not  very  loose.  Origin  of  spinous  dorsal 
a little  in  front  of  the  vertical  from  vent,  its  distance  from  snout  3 in 
length  of  body;  anterior  part  of  dorsal  separated  by  a notch;  origin  of 
anal  about  equidistant  from  snout  and  base  of  caudal  fin ; some  of  the 
loAver  rays  of  pectoral  produced  forming  a notch  in  the  lower  posterior 
margin  of  tin,  the  fourth  to  the  tenth  of  the  upper  rays  the  longest,  form- 
ing a rounded  point  behind,  extending  slightly  past  the  vertical  from  snout ; 
dorsal  and  anal  scarcely  connected  Avith  the  caudal;  caudal  long  and 
slender,  rounded  behind.  Color,  a uniform  dark  olive  green,  under  parts 
white,  a light  streak  medially  along  back  from  dorsal  to  occiput,  a light 
spot  over  opercle;  pectoral  light  at  base,  dusky  behind;  other  fins  colored 
like  the  body ; lips  white.  The  specimen  described  above,  4 inches  long, 
taken  in  rock  pool  on  Waadda  Island,  Neali  Bay.  A second  specimen, 
about  5 inches  long,  is  in  the  museum  of  the  California  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences. It  was  collected  off  San  Francisco  by  Mr.  H.  D.  Dunn.  In  this 
specimen,  the  dorsal  rays  are  VI,  27 ; anal  25 ; pectoral  30 ; caudal  15 ; 
teeth  blunt.  Flesh  firm;  form  and  color  of  the  young  example  above 
described.  San  Francisco  to  Puget  Sound.  (Named  for  Mrs.  Flora  Hartley 
Greene,  then  assistant  curator  of  the  museum  of  Leland  Stanford  Jr.  Uni- 
versity. ) 

Liparis  cyclopus,  JoEDAN  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  743,  1883;  not  Gunther. 

Neoliparis  Jlorce,  Jordan  &.  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  830,  pi.  96,  AVaadda  Island, 
Neal.  Bay.  (Type,  No.  3133,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.) 

2447.  yEOLIPARIS  GREEM,  Jordan  & Starks. 

Head  3i;  depth  4;  depth  at  disk  5.  D.  VI,  34;  A.  30;  pectoral  35; 
caudal  15;  eye  small,  about  10  in  head;  snout  2f ; longest  pectoral  ray  If; 
disk  2|;  longest  dorsal  ray  2^;  longest  anal  ray  2^;  caudal  If.  Body 
elongate,  posteriorly  compressed;  profile  undulate,  oA^er  snout  blunt  and 
rounded,  depressed  over  eyes,  well  rounded  from  eyes  OA^er  occipital  region. 
Skin  thin  and  exceedingly  loose  nearly  to  the  end  of  the  dorsal  and  anal 
rays.  Jaws  equal;  maxillary  extending  to  posterior  margin  of  eye;  teeth 
small,  nearly  simple,  depressible  and  blunt,  slightly  hooked  back,  arranged 
in  oblique  series,  those  in  the  front  running  nearly  straight  in,  but  toward 
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the  sides  of  the  jaw  they  grow  more  and  more  ohliqne  till  they  are  nearly 
parallel  with  the  Jaw  at  the  sides;  superior  pharyngeal  teeth  conical  and 
sharp,  slightly  longer  than  the  teeth  in  the  jaws,  arranged  in  a single 
round  j^atch  on  each  side;  inferior  pharyngeals  separate,  with  small  teeth. 
(Teeth  probably  tricnsi)id  in  the  young.)  Posterior  nostrils  in  a short, 
wide  tube;  clieeks  well  rounded;  gill  rakers  short  and  thick,  no  longer 
on  the  outer  side  of  the  first  arch  than  on  the  other  arches,  fourth 
arch  not  free;  gill  slit  short,  its  length  contained  about  3 times  in  head, 
its  lower  edge  extending  in  front  of  x)ectoral  to  about  the  third  ray; 
opercles  with  a blunt  spine  which  is  covered  by  the  skin.  Dorsals  2,  con- 
nected by  a low  membrane;  first  dorsal  about  twice  as  high  as  anterior 
part  of  second  dorsal;  the  first  rays  of  pectorals  inserted  under  eye  and 
in  front  of  disk;  the  anterior  rays  short,  graduated  to  the  sixth  ray, 
which  is  about  4 times  longer  than  the  first,  the  next  few  rays  again  short 
and  gradually  lengthening  posteriorly ; posterior  rays  ^ longer  than  ante- 
rior, fin  broadly  rounded  behind;  ventral  disk  nearly  round,  its  posterior 
edge  reaching  the  vertical  from  gill  slit,  its  distance  from  tip  of  lower  jaw 
1^  times  its  length;  caudal  truncate  or  slightly  rounded;  vent  under  ends 
of  pectorals.  Color,  in  alcohol,  uniform  brown,  breast  and  lower  parts  of 
head  creamy,  fins  slightly  darker.  When  fresh  the  sides  were  blotched 
with  pinkish.  Esquimault  Harbor,  near  Victoria,  Vancouver  Island; 
known  only  from  the  type,  10  inches  long.  (Named  for  Mr.  Ashdown  H. 
Green,  of  Victoria,  president  of  the  Natural  History  Society  of  that  town.) 

Neoliparis  greenly  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.,  1895,  829,  pi.  96,  Victoria,  Van- 
couver Island.  (Type,  No.  3010,  L.  S.  Jr.  TTniv.  Mus.  Coll,  Ashdown  H.  Green.) 

2448.  NEOLIPARIS  FISSURATCS,  Starks. 

Head  in  body;  depth  44.  D.  VI,  28;  A.  26;  P.36;  C.  14;  eye  7 in  head; 
maxillary  2^;  ventral  disk  2^.  Body  moderately  elongate,  not  produced 
at  nape;  mouth  rather  large,  the  maxillary  extending  to  below  middle  of 
eye;  jaws  sube<iual;  teeth  tricuspid,  arranged  in  about  10  oblique  series 
in  each  jaw ; nostrils  ending  in  short,  wide  tubes ; gill  openings  wider  than 
in  any  other  known  Neoliparis,  commencing  a distance  above  pectoral  about 
equal  to  the  diameter  of  eye,  ending  about  opposite  the  fourteenth  ray ; ven- 
tral disk  a little  longer  than  wide,  its  distance  from  chin  equal  to  I4  its  long- 
est diameter,  its  posterior  edge  about  the  same  distance  from  front  of  anal; 
vent  nearer  anal  than  ventral  disk,  its  distance  from  anal  equal  to  ^ ven- 
tral disk.  Origin  of  spinous  dorsal  at  the  vertical  from  midway  between 
vent  and  ventral  disk ; dorsal  scarcely  joined  to  caudal,  anal  very  slightly ; 
front  of  anal  nearer  chin  tham  base  of  caudal  by  a distance  equal  to  ven- 
tral disk ; pectoral  rather  short  and  wide,  reaching  to  opposite  front  of 
anal,  the  lower  lobe  very  narrow  and  long,  much  longer  than  upper  lobe, 
but  not  reaching  so  far  posteriorly  on  account  of  the  oblique  position  of 
the  fin;  tip  of  lower  lobe  reaching  to  vent;  length  of  caudal  If  in  head. 
Color  dusky,  darker  above,  sides  with  fine  punctulations ; belly  and  under 
parts  of  head,  except  chin,  white;  lips  dusky;  dorsals  and  anal  darker 
than  body ; pectoral  dusky  at  base,  the  lower  lobe  dark ; caudal  crossed 
with  wavy  dark  lines.  This  species  differs  from  the  other  species  in  this 
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genus  in  having  a wider  gill  opening,  and  in  various  minor  characters. 
Length  2^  inches.  Puget  sound;  only  the  type  known.  (Starks.)  {fis- 
suratas,  split.) 

Neoliparis  fissuraUts,  Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1896,  560.  (Tj'pe,  Ko.  5044,  L.  S.  Jr.  TJniv. 
Mus.  Coll.  E.  C.  Starks.) 


785.  LIPARIS*  (Artedi)  Scopoli. 

(Sea  Snails.) 

Liparis,  Artedi,  Genera,  117, 1738  (nonbinomial). 

Cyclogaster,  Gronow,  Museum,  1763,157  (nonbiuomial). 

Liparis,  Scopolj,  Introd.  Hist.  Nat.,  453, 1777  (liparis). 

Liparis,  Cuvier,  Eegue  Anim.  Ed.  1,  1817  (liparis;  not  Liparis,  Ochsenheiiner,  1810,  a 
genus  of  Lepidoptera) . 

Cyclogaster,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fishes,  Ed.  Gray,  40, 1854  (Zipari*;  not  of  Macquart,  1854,  a 
genus  of  flies). 

Actinochir,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864, 193  (major). 

Careliparis,  Garman,  Discoboli,  56, 1892  (agassizii). 

Lyoliparis,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  451, 1896  (pulchellus) . 

Body  rather  elongate,  covered  with  smooth  skin,  which  is  usually  freely 
movable;  head  short;  flattened  above;  mouth  horizontal,  the  jaws  equal 
or  the  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  in  several  series,  close  set,  always  more 
or  less  tricuspid,  the  adult  with  the  outer  cusps  often  worn  or  obliterated; 
maxillary  covered  by  skin  of  preorbital  region  ; anterior  nostrils  tubular 
or  not ; ventral  disk  well  developed  on  the  breast,  its  front  below  or  behind 
the  middle  of  the  head,  its  surface  with  13  lobes;  an  anterior  median  lobe, 
and  1 corresponding  to  each  of  the  6 rays  in  each  fin ; each  lobe  with  a 
horny  papilla  covering,  which  is  sometimes  lost;  vent  well  behind  the 
head,  about  midway  between  the  sucking  disk  and  anal  fin;  dorsal  fin 
continuous,  undivided,  its  spines  not  differentiated;  caudal  well  de- 
veloped; dorsal  fin  free  from  caudal  or  joined;  pectoral  broad,  procurrent 
at  base,  emargiiiate  and  free  at  tips,  some  of  the  lower  rays  produced ; 
vertical  fins  enveloped  in  the  lax  skin;  vertebra  35  to  55.  Northern  seas 
near  the  shores;  the  species  less  arctic  in  distribution  and  in  general 
inhabiting  shallower  water  than  is  the  case  with  Careproctus  and  Para- 
liparis,  a fact  associated  with  the  reduced  number  of  vertebrse  in  Liparis. 
The  species  are  numerous,  but  in  general  well  defined,  their  characters 
varying  with  age.  In  most  of  the  species  color  varieties  occur,  several 
{pulchellus,  liparis,  aleuticus,  agassizii)  having  the  body  often  marked 
everywhere  with  concentric  curved  stripes  or  rings.  {Xntapos,  sleek- 
skinned.) 

Concerning  the  species  of  Liparis  (including  Neoliparis),  Mr.  Garman 
observes : 

The  fishes  placed  in  this  genns  are  mostly  small;  in  general  their  outlines  resemble 
those  of  larval  anurous  hatrachians.  The  anterior  portion  of  the  body,  containing  the 
abdominal  chamber,  is  usually  short,  broad,  flattened  beneath,  and  somewhat  angular 


* Enantioliparis,Ya,\\\ani,  is  based  ow  palUdnt,  an  Antarctic  species  with  the  pectoral 
very  narrow  and  not  emarginate;  would  seem  to  be  distinct  from  Liparis. 
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toward  tlie  dorsal  fin,  while  the  hinder  part  is  elongate,  much  compressed,  and  tapering. 
The  more  important  of  the  distinguishing  features  may  bo  summarized  as  follows : Head 
short,  broad,  rounded;  snout  short,  blunt;  mouth  anterior;  lips  distinct;  teetli  small, 
numerous,  in  a cardiform  band,  tricuspid  on  iutermaxillaries  and  dentary,  simple  on 
pharyngeals ; eyes  lateral,  small  to  medium ; nostrils,  2 on  each  side,  with  short,  project- 
ing tubes;  olfactory  nerve  short ; brain  elongate;  glossohyal  rudimentary  or  absent;  gills 
3 double  and  1 single;  gill  rakers  with  denticles;  pseudobranchia}  present;  gill  opening 
small,  above  the  pectoral;  branchiostegal  rays  6;  branchial  membranes  not  free;  tubes 
and  pores  of  the  lateral  system  forward  of  the  gill  aperture;  dorsal  and  anal  elongate, 
more  or  less  closely  united  with  the  caudal,  with  some  anterior  rays  unsegmented ; pec- 
torals broad,  procurrent  under  the  throat;  ventrals  transformed  into  an  adhesive  disk, 
situated  below  the  gills  between  the  pectorals ; skin  thin,  loosely  attached,  smooth,  except- 
ing a sexual  outgrowth  on  males  in  breeding  season;  stomach  siphonal;  pyloric  cseca 
numerous;  intestine  elongate;  urinary  bladder  large,  simple;  kidneys  long,  fused  a por- 
tion of  their  length;  liver  large,  with  partial  divisions  into  lobes;  gall  bladder  small, 
rounded ; skeleton  not  heavily  ossified,  less  in  deep-sea  forms ; upper  limb  of  preopercu- 
lum expanded  backward ; operculum  small;  suboperculum  narrow;  interoperculnm  elon- 
gate, styliform;  third  suborbital  produced  backward,  in  a long,  slender  process,  to  the 
hinder  edge  of  the  preoperculum.  ^ 

The  species  of  Liparis  inhabit  the  colder  waters  of  the  north  and  of  the  south  of  both 
Atlantic  and  Pacific,  ranging  to  great  depths.  Among  those  frequenting  the  shores,  if 
not  also  the  others,  vegetation  seems  to  form  a portion  of  the  food.  The  contents  o'  the 
stomachs  are  miscellaneous  lots  of  small  marine  animals  (Crustacea,  worms,  mollusks, 
small  fishes,  etc.),  mixed  with  which  are  quantities  of  seaweeds.  Some  variation  exists 
in  regard  to  feeding  habits  among  the  different  species.  The  teeth  of  some  show  no 
signs  of  wear  from  hard  food,  but  in  L.  mucosus  they  are  ground  off  and  blunted,  no  doubt 
by  contact  with  the  hard-shelled  Crustacea  and  hard-scaled  agonoid  fishes,  remains  of 
which  are  found  in  the  stomachs.  Very  likely  L.  pulchellus  turns  his  peculiar  snout  to 
account  by  rooting  in  the  mud  or  sand  among  the  plants,  or  in  turning  over  the  pebbles. 
Certain  species  are  fitted  for  a life  in  beds  of  seaweed,  others  are  probably  more  abundant 
in  rocky  places. 

Lipabis  : 

a.  Vertebrae  in  moderate  number,  about  39;  dorsal  rays  about  35;  anal  rays  27  to  30. 

b.  Gill  openings  very  narrow,  entirely  above  base  of  pectoral;  pectoral  rays  from 34 
to  37 ; head  a little  shorter  than  broad,  and  a little  longer  than  deep;  dorsal 
and  anal  slightly  joined  to  caudal;  caudal  narrow,  its  rays  12.  liparis,  2449. 
bb.  Gill  openings  broad,  the  lower  part  considerably  below  base  of  upper  ray  of 
pectoral. 

c.  Pectoral  rays  30;  head  low,  flattish,  ^ longer  than  broad,  ^ broader  than 
deep;  jaws  subequal;  dorsal  free  from  caudal,  which  is  slightly  joined 
to  anal;  caudal  narrow,  of  12  rays.  cyclopus,  2450. 

cc.  Pectoral  rays  41  to  43 ; head  short,  not  quite  as  wide  as  long ; caudal  15  to 
20;  the  dorsal  and  anal  slightly  joined  to  its  base.  fucensis,  2451. 
Careliparis  (Kapd,  head ; Lipai'is) : 

aa.  Vertebrie  about  46;  dorsal  rays  39  to  44;  anal  rays  33  to  36;  dorsal  and  anal  largely 
joined  to  caudal. 

d.  Pectoral  rays  30  to  36. 

e.  Gill  opening  small,  its  lower  edge  not  below  first  ray  of  pectoral;  nostrils 
.small,  the  tubes  short  or  absent. 

/.  Posterior  nostril  scarcely  tubular ; fins  plain,  not  distinctly  mottled  or 
barred;  body  robust;  its  color  plain  brownish  or  with  dark  spots. 
g.  Dorsal  rays  39  or  40 ; anal  33 ; pectoral  30  to  34.  tunicatcs,  2452. 
gg.  Dorsal  rays  44 ; anal  35;  pectoral  37.  herschelinus,  2453. 

ff.  Posterior  nostril  tubular,  fins  more  or  less  mottled  or  barred,  body 
moderately  elongate;  lower  rays  of  pectoral  rather  short,  not  ^ head, 
not  reaching  beyond  ventral  disk:  body  mottled  usually  with  con- 
centric rings.  ACASSizii,  2454. 
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ee.  Gill  opening  rather  large,  extending  down'^’ard  to  about  fourth  ray  of 
pectoral;  nostrils  with  short  tubes;  lower  lobe  of  pectoral  long,  reach- 
ing much  beyond  disk,  nearly  to  vent;  color  brown,  the  body  and  fins 
mottled  and  clouded.  dennyi,  2455. 

dd.  Pectoral  rays  42 ; gill  opening  large,  its  lower  edge  below  upper  part  of  pec- 
toral; body  robust,  translucent,  covered  with  round  crimson  spots. 

CTCLOSTIGMA,  245(5, 

aaa.  Yertebrfe  about  52 ; dorsal  rays  45  to  48 ; anal  rays  38  to  40 ; pectoral  rays  34  to  37  ; 

dorsal  and  anal  largely  joined  to  caudal ; gill  opening  large,  about  ^ its  length 
before  pectoral ; anterior  nostril  tubular. 

Lyoliparis  to  loosen ; Liparis) : 

h.  Head  broad,  flattened  above ; body  rather  elongate ; skin  usually  with  wavy 
concentric  longitudinal  streaks,  sometimes  spotted.  pulchellus,  2457. 
ICTiNOCHiR  (d>cTt?,  ray;  %eip,  hand;  from  the  broad  pectoral) : 

hh.  Head  high,  boldly  rounded,  with  prominent  nape;  color  olivaceous,  clouded 
and  dotted,  but  without  wavy  streaks.  major,  2458. 


Subgenus  LIPARIS  (Artedi)  Scopoli. 

2449.  LIPARIS  LIPARIS*  (Linnaeus). 

(Sea  Snail.) 

Head  3|;  depth  3^;  D.  33  to  35;  A.  27  to  29;  pectoral  34  to  37; 
caudal  12  to  14;  vert.  38  or  39;  creca  10  to  13;  branchiostegals  6.  Body 
moderately  stont,  somewhat  high  on  the  shoulders,  compressed  behind  the 
body  cavity  in  the  caudal  portion,  which  is  deep  and  rather  thick  ante- 
riorly, tapering  rapidly.  Body  proper  about  4 of  the  entire  length  to  the 
base  of  the  tail.  Length  of  the  head  little  less  than  its  width,  a little 
more  than  its  depth.  Snout  short,  broad,  blunt,  nearly  3^ times  in  the  head, 
very  convex  in  the  internasal  region.  Mouth  moderate,  maxillary  reach- 
ing a vertical  from  the  eye,  lower  jaw  shorter.  Teeth  small,  paved, 
alternating  in  the  different  rows,  tricuspid.  Lower  lip  interrupted  in  the 
middle,  i or  more  of  its  length.  The  fold  above  the  upper  lip  with  6 to  8 
notches  below  the  opening  of  the  pores.  A series  of  6 pores  on  each  side, 
from  the  middle  of  the  fold  above  the  upper  lip  passes  backward  and 


* Prof.  Robert  Collett  (Christiania  Yidensk.  Selsk.  Fbrh.,  1879,  No.  1, 42),  defines  the  chief 

color  varieties  of  this  species  as  seen  in  Norway,  as  follows : 

Yar.  a.  Collett  : uniform  light  reddish  gray,  the  dots  microscopic.  Christiania, 

Bukn,  Stavanger,  Lofoten;  scarce. 

Yar. b.  stellatus,  Malm:  uniform  light  gray  brown,  the  fins  with  vertical  dark  cross 
bands:  dots  larger.  Christiania,  Yadso,  etc.  Liparis  stellatus,  Malm,  Forh.  Skand. 
Nat.,  9, 1863,  412. 

Yar.  c.  suhfuscxis,  Collett:  almost  uniform  ground  color,  with  dark  points;  light  red  cross 
bands  on  fins;  body  faintly  marbled.  Christiania,  Farsund,  Yaranger. 

Yar.  d.  scorpioides,  Collett:  color  pale,  with  large,  irregular,  dark  spots.  Yaranger. 

A"ar.  e.  Collett:  spotted  and  striped;  dark  spots  on  fins;  along  sides  and  on  fins 

interrupted  dark  stripes:  ring-like  lines  on  head.  Lofoten. 

Yar.  f.  decorus,  Collett:  striped  and  spotted;  fins  spotted;  notable  stripes  on  sides. 
Christiansund  and  Lofoten. 

Yar.  g.  scriptus,  Collett:  striped,  the  dark  stripes  larger  and  more  conspicuous,  the 
streaks  of  ground  color  fainter.  Bukn,  Christiania. 

Yar.  h.  lineatus,  Krdyer:  striped  with  8 to  10  violet  longitudinal  stripes,  alternating  with 
pale  streaks  ot  the  ground  color.  Liparis  lineatus,  Krdyer,  Nat.  Tidskr.  1847,  284. 

Yar.  i.  arcticus,  Collett:  uniform  brown  ; grayish  golden  brown  with  many  dark  points, 
which  make  the  surface  dark.  Tromsd,  Spitzbergen,  Magdalene  Baj',  in  Greenland. 

Yar.  k.  fusctis,  Collett:  uniform  blackish  brown,  very  dark.  North  Cape,  Spitzbergen, 
Greenland, 

As  noticed  under  Neoliparis  montagui,  these  variations  seem  to  have  no  taxonomic 

value,  being  products  of  the  immediate  surroundings. 
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curves  up  behind  the  eye ; another  series  of  7 on  each  side  passes  from  the 
middle  of  the  chin  back  and  upward  toward  the  upper  edge  of  the  gill 
opening.  Eye  small,  nearly  as  long  as  the  snout,  contained  4|  times  in 
the  length  of  the  head,  or  less  than  twice  in  the  convex  interorbital 
space.  Nasal  tubules  short;  posterior  smaller  betweeu  the  eyes;  anterior 
farther  forward,  larger.  A.  large  pore  is  situated  a short  distance  in  front 
of  the  uostril  toward  the  tip  of  the  snout.  Gill  openings  narrow,  not  as 
wide  as  the  eye,  above  the  base  of  the  pectoral.  Naj)e  and  shoulders 
high.  Cheeks  swollen.  Skin  smooth,  thin,  easily  detached.  Dorsal  and 
anal  fins  rising  gradually,  the  rays  attaining  their  greatest  height  in  the 
hinder  third  of  the  length,  united  with  the  caudal  by  membrane.  The 
separation  of  the  3 fins  is  less  marked  than  in  X montagui,  so  much  so 
that  it  is  difficult  in  some  cases  to  determine  whether  certain  rays  belong 
to  the  caudal.  Dorsal  notch  shallow  or  absent,  most  noticeable  in  the 
breeding  season.  First  ray  little  farther  back  than  the  opercular  angle, 
or  the  hinder  edge  of  the  disk ; 5 or  6 of  the  anterior  rays  crooked  and 
twisted,  and  without  apparent  segmentation.  Evidently  these  rays  are 
affected  by  a nuptial  growth,  which  is  not  so  patent  above  the  skin,  on 
the  ends  of  rays,  as  in  other  species.  In  the  anal  the  first  ray  is  about 
opposite  the  seventh  or  eighth  ray  of  the  dorsal;  the  fin  extends  farther 
back  than  the  latter,  reaching  under  nearly  ^ of  the  caudal.  Caudal 
slightly  rounded  posteriorly,  the  longest  rays  being  4 to  f of  length  of 
the  head.  Disk  subcircular,  | as  long  as  the  head,  ‘equal  the  distance 
from  the  chin,  less  than  the  distance  to  the  anal.  Vent  nearly  halfway 
from  disk  to  first  anal  ray,  which  latter  is  halfway  between  the  snout  and 
the  base  of  the  caudal.  The  position  varies  in  the  sexes.  The  body  cav- 
ity is  longer  in  the  females,  and  the  vent  is  farther  back ; this  apjilies  to 
all  the  species.  Pectorals  broad,  deeply  notched  below  the  middle  of  the 
hind  border  ; rays  of  the  lower  portion  extending  beyond  the  membrane, 
a couple  of  the  longer  sometimes  reaching  almost  as  far  back  as  the  vent. 
A slight  fold  of  the  skin  unites  the  fins  in  front  of  the  disk.  Olive  to 
brown,  light  to  dark,  puncticulate  and  clouded,  blotched,  banded,  ver- 
miculate,  or  longitudinally  striped  with  darker  and  with  lighter.  In  life 
the  tints  vary  from  lilac  to  reddish  or  yellowish,  with  spaces  on  certain 
individuals  often  nearly  white,  and  every  variety  of  coloration  may  be 
taken  in  a single  locality.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  thought  best  to  treat 
the  striping,  freekling,  banding,  etc.,  merely  as  marks  of  individual  vari- 
ation, and  not  as  characters  indicating  established  varieties.  On  the 
striped  specimens  the  number  of  lines  vary  greatly,  of  the  spotted  ones 
no  two  are  alike,  and  the  same  is  true  of  every  other  pattern.  Most  often 
there  are  blotches  on  the  posterior  portions  of  the  anal  and  the  dorsal ; 
frequently  they  take  on  the  appearance  of  transverse  bands,  as  is  still 
more  often  the  case  on  the  caudal.  (Garman.)  North  Atlantic,  on  both 
shores;  north  to  Spitzbergen,  south  to  Connecticut  and  France;  most 
abundant  in  Northern  Europe.  Variable.  “The.specimens  in  the  museum 
at  Cambridge  were  secured  from  the  Cheshire  coast  and  other  points  in 
Great  Britain,  from  Ostend,  and  from  various  localities  oflf  the  coast  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Maine.  A small  specimen,  with  the 
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locality  ‘Off  Block  Island,  from  a pecten,’  that  may  be  positively  identi- 
fied, bears  peculiar  markings:  From  the  tip  of  the  snout  a white  line 
passes  above  the  eye  to  meet  its  fellow  of  the  opposite  side  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  dorsal,  which  is  white ; and  a white  spot  as  large  as  the  orbit 
extends  downward  and  slightly  backward  from  the  eye.  These  marks 
are  very  distinct,  and  they  give  the  specimen  quite  a different  appear- 
ance from  that  of  another  of  the  same  size  and  origin,  uniform  in  colora- 
tion.’^ (Garman.)  (Eu.) 

Liparis  nostras,  Willughby,  Hist.  Pise.,  App.,  17,  1686,  based  on  a specimen  taken  Sep- 
tember 15, 1685,  b3'  Dr.  Johnson. 

Liparis,*  Aetedi,  Descr.  Spec.  Pise.,  117,  1738,  after  Willughby. 

Liparis  cyclogaster,  Gronow,  Mus.,  157, 1768. 

Cyclopterns  liparis,  Linn^us,  Syst.  Hat.,  Ed.  xii,  i,  414, 1766,  Northern  Ocean ; after  Artedi 
and  Groxow. 

Cyclopterns  lineatus,  Lepechin,  Hov.  Comm.  Petropol.,  xvili,  1774,  522,  White  Sea. 
Liparis  liparis,  Cuvier,  Regue  Anim.,  Ed.  i,  a-oI.  2,  227, 1817 ; Garman,  Discoboli,  57,  1892. 
Gohius  sniyrnensis,  Bonnaterre,  Encycl.,  Icht.,  66, 1788 ; after  Lepechin. 

Cyclopterns  musculns,  Lacep£:de,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  683, 1802,  near  Havre. 

Liparis  vulgaris,  Fleming,  Brit.  Anim.,  190,  1828;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  159;  Lutken, 
Haturh.  Eoren.  Yidensk.  Meddels,  1860  and  1861,  243;  Collett,  Horges  Fiske,  1875,  65; 
Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  742, 1883. 

Liparis  communis,  Sabine,  App.  Parry’s  Voy.,  1824. 

Liparis  harbatus,  Ekstrom,  Yet.  Ak.  Handl.,  168,  pi.  5,  1832  (D.  32,  A.  32,  C.  9,  perhaps  a 
different  species) . 

Liparis  ophidoides,  Swainson,  Hat.  Hist.  Fishes,  ll,  339, 1839. 

Liparis  lineatus  multistriatus,  Lutken,  Haturh.  Foren.  f'ids.,  1861,  pi.  7 (striped  example). 
Liparis  stellatus.  Malm.,  Fdrh.  Skand.,  Haturh.,  1865. 

Liparis  lineatus  Avith  A^ariations,  assLnilis,  stellatus,  subfuscus,  scorpioides  mixtus,  deco- 
rus,  scriptus,  lineatus,  arcticus,  and /mscus  Collett;  Yid.  SeLsk.,  riiih.,  Christ.  1,41. 

2450.  LIPARIS  CYCLOPUS,  Gunther. 

Head  4-J-;  depth  44.  D.  34;  A.  29;  pectoral  30;  caudal  12.  Body 
much  depressed  and  rather  broad  anteriorly,  deep  and  much  compressed 
posteriorly;  head  ^ longer  than  broad  and  ^ broader  than  deep.  Flesh 
much  more  firm  and  the  skin  less  lax  than  in  most  species  of  Liparis. 
Opercles  Avith  a rather  strong  spine  concealed  by  the  skin ; mouth  rather 
large,  terminal;  jaws  subequal;  teeth  small,  tricuspid,  in  broad  bauds; 
eye  small,  6 in  head;  snout  3,  tlattish  and  broad  above;  iuterorbital  space 
44  in  head;  ventral  disk  oval,  2^  in  head,  its  anterior  edge  4 the  length  of 
the  eye  behind  postorbital  margin ; gill  opening  moderate,  3|-  in  head, 
extending  dowiiAvard  to  the  third  or  fourth  ray  of  pectoral.  Dorsal  fin 
low,  continuous,  not  joined  to  caudal,  beginning  slightly  before  anal,  on 
a Amrtical  with  vent ; vent  mid\Amy  between  edge  of  ventral  disk  and  front 
of  anal.  Pectoral  fin  emarginate,  the  upper  lobe  If  in  head,  the  loAA  er  2, 
the  shortest  intei’A^eniug  rays  3.  Anal  long  and  low,  barelj^  joined  to  cau- 
dal. Caudal  I4  in  head.  Color  oliAmceous,  darker  above;  body  and  pec- 
toral fin  finely  speckled  with  olive  brown;  fins  dotted;  bases  of  the  fins 
Xialer  than  their  tips;  belly  white.  Bering  sea  to  Puget  Sound,  not  com- 
mon; our  description  from  two  specimens  44  inches  long,  in  excellent 


Garman  gives  detailed  synonymy  of  this  species  in  Discoboli,  57, 1892. 
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condition,  taken  in  Elliot  Bay,  near  Seattle,  received  from  the  Yonn<? 
Naturalists’  Society.  They  are  numbered  3126  in  the  register  of  the 
Leland  Stanford  Jr.  Universitj'  Museum.  This  species,  not  having  been 
previously  recognized  since  its  original  description,  is  recorded  by  Dr. 
Gilbert  from  Unalaska,  and  2 specimens  from  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska  {Alba- 
tross Station  3230,  dejith  31  fathoms).  Garman  places  L.  cyclopus  in  the 
synonymy  of  L.  callyodon,  but  our  specimens  are  undoubtedly  distinct 
from  the  species  described  by  Garman  under  this  name  (Discoboli,  p.  54, 
pi.  6,  figs.  1-5),  from  a si^ecimen  said  to  originate  from  San  Francisco. 
Our  Alaska  specimens  are  much  more  slender,  with  wide  depressed  head, 
without  nuchal  elevation,  with  the  dorsal  fin  beginning  posteriorly 
slightly  in  front  of  the  vertical  from  the  vent,  and  the  disk  separated  from 
the  A^ent  by  a distance  less  than  its  own  diameter.  The  mouth  is  also 
much  smaller,  not  at  all  oblique,  its  angle  in  advance  of  vertical  from  front 
of  eye.  Not  yet  recorded  from  California.  {KvxXoi,  rounded;  Ttovt;,  foot.) 

Liparis  cyclopus,*  Gunthek,  Cat.,  Iii,  162,  1861,  Esquimault  Harbor,  Vancouver  Island; 

Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  834,  pi.  97. 


2451.  LIPARIS  FLCEASIS,  Gilbert. 

Head  3^  to  34;  depth  4 to  4f . D.  Y,  30;  A.  28  or  29 ; C.  18  or  20;  P.  38  to 
39.  Body  moderately  elongate,  compressed  ; head  depressed,  with  gibbous 
snout  and  occiput,  separated  by  the  depressed  interorbital  area,  which 
forms  a shalloAA'  transverse  grooA'e.  Snout  not  blunt,  the  mouth  terminal, 
nearly  horizontal,  with  included  mandible,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  or 
nearly  to  the  vertical  from  front  of  pupil,  3 in  head.  Teeth  all  tricuspid. 
Eye  of  moderate  size,  contained  5f  in  length  of  head,  1 to  14  times  in  bony 
interorbital  Avidth,  If  times  in  snout.  Posterior  nostril  Avithout  tube,  the 
anterior  with  a short  tube,  less  than  diameter  of  pupil.  Gill  slit  com- 
paratiA^ely  wide,  its  Avidth  equaling  length  of  snout  and  f eye,  OAmr- 
lapped  by  a conspicuous  triangular  prolongation  of  the  opercle.  The  slit 
extends  down  to  opposite  the  upper  third  of  the  pectoral  fin.  Disk  circu- 
lar, of  rather  small  size,  distant  from  tip  of  snout  If  times  its  own  diame- 
ter, from  vent  If  times.  Diameter  of  disk  2f  times  in  head.  Distance 
. from  tip  of  snout  to  vent  If  to  If  in  distance  from  tail.  Pectorals  extend- 
ing to  a vertical  midway  betAveen  A^ent  and  front  of  anal.  LoAver  rays 
produced,  forming  a narroAV  distinct  lobe.  - First  5 dorsal  rays  spinous, 
unsegniented,  shorter  than  the  succeeding  segmented  rays,  from  which 

* The  following  is  the  original  description  of  Liparis  cyclopus:  Dorsal  32;  anal  30; 
caudal  12.  Caudal  fin  entirGy  free  from  dorsal  and  anal;  the  latter  commences  in  the 
vertical  from  the  se\'enth  dorsal  ray;  pectoral  margin  with  a notch,  some  of  the  lower 
rays  being  produced;  ventral  disk  ovate,  its  length  being  less  than  | of  that  of  the 
head.  A line  sitecimen.  E.squimault  Harbor.  Presented  by  Lord  John  Russell.  This 
species  agrees  in  nearly  every  respect  with  Liparis  vulgaris,  from  whicl)  it  differs  in  the 
following  points  besides  tho.se  mentioned;  The  gi’eatest  depth  of  the  body  is  nearly  ^ of 
the  total,  the  leugth  of  the  head  nearly  The  skin  is  tougher  and  more  firmly  adherent 
to  the  body.  The  head  is  flat  above,  the  napeof  the  neck  being  scarcely  prominent.  The 
nostril  is  a short  tube,  situated  nearly  midway  between  the  eye  and  the  upper  lip.  The 
pectoral  extends  onl.v  to  the  vertical  from  the  anal  papilla,  and  the  dorsal  (anal)  fin  com- 
mences yet  more  backAvard.  The  teeth  are  small,  with  3 lobes.  Infraorbital  extending  to 
the  preoperculum.  The  color  is  brownish  olive,  with  darker  spots,  more  conspicuous  on 
the  fins  than  on  the  body;  belly  reddish.  The  length  of  the  specimen  described  is  45 
lines.  (Giiuther.) 
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they  are  not  separated  by  notch.  Dorsal  and  anal  free  from  the  caudal, 
the  last  rays  being-  rapidly  shortened,  giving  a rounded  contour  to  the 
posterior  portions  of. the  2 tins.  Two  styles  of  coloration  are  observed; 
1 plain  olive  brown,  with  minute  dark  points,  whitish  below;  the 
other,  with  numerous  lengthwise  streaks  of  light  olive  and  dark  olive 
brown,  which  extends  forward  011  top  and  sides  of  head;  in  both  cases 
the  belly  is  whitish,  and  the  fins  dusky,  mottled  with  darker,  the  mot- 
tliugs  forming  indistinct  cross  bars  on  the  caudal  fiii.  Numerous  speci- 
mens dredged  by  the  Albatross  in  the  Straits  of  Fuca  (August,  1891), 
serve  as  the  types  of  this  species.  It  is  probably  the  same  as  that 
described  by  Garnian  as  Liparis  calliodon,  his  description  being  based  on 
specimens  “said  to  have  been  taken  near  San  Francisco.’’  It  is  not  evi- 
dent from  the  text  whether  the  same  specimens  served  as  basis  for  the 
figures  (pi.  6,  figs.  1 to  5),  concerning  which  we  have  no  independent  data. 
This  locality  may  be  correct.  The  numerous  types  of  Dr.  Gilbert’s  exam- 
ined by  us  are  in  a collection  made  by  the  Albatross,  about  Port  Angeles 
in  the  Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca.  It  has  not  been  yet  recorded  from  Alaska. 
Mr.  Garman  identifies  this  species  with  the  callyodon  of  Pallas,  but  accord- 
ing to  Pallas  his  species  had  the  gill  opening  reduced  to  a luuate  spiracle 
which  is  not  the  case  in  Liparis  fuceusis.  (fucensis,  from  the  Straits  of 
Juan  de  Fuca.) 

Liparis  calliodon,  Garman,  Discoboli,  54,  1892,  locality  unknown,  thought  to  be  San 
Francisco;  not  Cyclopterus  callyodon  of  Pallas. 

Liparis  fucensis,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  11896),  447,  Port  Angeles,  Straits 
of  Juan  de  Fuca,  at  Albatross  Station  3451,  in  106  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  48600.) 

2452.  LIPARIS  TUNICATUS,  Eeinhardt. 

D.  39;  A.  33;  P.  30;  Y.  7 ; C.  14.  Body  elongate,  subterete;  belly  promi- 
nent. Head  thick,  obtuse,  depressed  behind,  convex  in  front.  Mouth 
narrow;  the  jaws  equal;  jaws,  suborbital  region,  and  gills  with  small, 
white  points.  Eyes  small,  lateral;  nostrils  4,  tubulate.  Gill  opening 
small,  linear.  Dorsal  fin  and  anal  united  to  caudal;  caudal  cuneate. 
Skin  lax,  slippery.  Color  dusky,  the  llesh  reddish,  showing  through  the 
skin.  Length  fingers.  (Fabricius.)  Const  of  Greenland.  This  descrip- 
tion dift'ersfrom  later  ones  in  ascribing  more  rays  to  the  caudal,  and  tubes 
to  the  nostrils.  According  to  Mr.  Garman,  the  description  of  Liparis  fa- 
bricii,  Kroyer,  refers  to  the  same  species.  The  following  is  its  substance : 
D.  13  + 27  =40;  A.  2 -j- 30  = 32;  P.34;  C.  9;  Vert.  46.  Head  4 in  length, 
higher  than  broad,  the  snout  elevated,  truncate,  lower  jaw  shorter;  ante- 
rior nostrils  simple,  the  posterior  with  raised  rim  or  with  very  short  tube; 
eye  3 in  head ; teeth  tricuspid ; ventral  disk  elliptical,  9 in  length  of  body; 
dorsal  and  anal  connate  with  caudal,  which  is  6 to  8 in  total  length.  Ashy 
above,  shaded  with  bluish  or  orange,  spotted  with  blackish,  pale  below. 
Greenland  (Kroyer,  description  of  Liparis  fabricii).  Liparis  arctica,  Gill, 
is  apparently  the  same  as  L.  fabricii.  The  following  is  the  substance  of 
the  description:  Head  4 in  total  length;  depth  2f;  dorsal  42;  anal  34; 
caudal  11;  pectoral  35.  Forehead  depressed,  snout  rather  high  and  de- 
ciirved;  the  eyes  are  just  within  the  anterior  half  of  the  head;  the  inter- 
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orbital  is  contained  3 times  in  the  head ; the  anterior  nostrils  are  simple, 
the  posterior  tubular;  the  dorsal  and  anal  are  connate  with  the  caudal, 
the  former  united  for  about  1 of  the  length  of  the  caudal,  the  latter  f ; 
caudal  convex  behind  and  forms  i of  the  length,  the  pectoral  5^;  ventral 
disk  10.  Color  uniform,  rusty  brown  or  chestnut,  without  spots  or  bands. 
Port  Foulke,  Greenland  (Gill).  lYe  have  seen  no  specimens,  and  follow 
authority  in  regarding  Fabricius’s  count  of  the  caudal  rays  as  probably 
an  error.  Garman  uses  the  name  tunicatus  instead  of  minor,  apparently 
regarding  the  original  use  of  the  latter  name  as  simply  that  of  the  abjec- 
tive meaning  smaller,  not  as  part  of  the  binominal  nomenclature,  (tuni- 
catns,  bearing  a cloak.) 

Cyclopterus  liparis  minor.  Fabricius,  Fauna  Groenlandica,  135, 1780,  Greenland  ; D.  39;  A. 

33 ; P.  30 ; V.  2 ; C.  14 ; not  binomial,  minor  being  merely  an  adjective,  meaning  smaller. 
Liparis  tunicata,  Reinhardt,  Overs.  Kong.  Danske  Yidensk.  Selsk.,  vl,  cxi,  1836,  Green- 
land; after  Fabricius;  Garman,  Discoboli,  65, 1892. 

Liparis  fabricii,  Kroyer,  Katurb.  Tidsskr.,  ii,  274, 1847,  Greenland;  D.  XIII,  27;  A.  ii,  30; 
P.34;  C.  9;  Yert.  46;  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  161,  1861;  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  Phila. 
1864, 192. 

Liparis  arctica,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  Xat.  Sci.  1864, 191,  Port  Foulke, Greenland;  Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Synopsis,  742,  1883. 

2453.  LIPARIS  AGASSIZII,  Putman. 

Head  3f;  depth  4.  D.  39;  A.  31;  pectoral  34;  caudal  12;  eye  6 in 
head ; interorbital  24 ; snout  2| ; ventral  disk  ; pectoral  1 ; caudal  1^. 
Body  elongate,  compressed  posteriorly,  about  as  wide  as  deep  anteriorly; 
head  as  deep  as  broad,  f longer ; mouth  moderately  large,  the  maxillary 
reaching  slightly  past  front  of  eye;  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  small,  tri- 
cuspid, arranged  in  8 or  9 oblique  rows,  which  grow  more  oblique  toward 
the  sides;  snout  broad  and  blunt,  slightly  overhanging  the  mouth;  nos- 
trils ending  in  tubes,  the  anterior  tube  wider  and  longer  than  posterior ; 
nape  high  and  prominent,  scarcely  produced ; gill  opening  short,  its  lower 
^ or  i in  front  of  the  pectoral,  extending  downward  to  about  the  second 
or  third  ray,  its  length  a little  greater  than  width  of  eye.  Ventral  disk 
slightly  longer  than  broad,  its  distance  from  end  of  lower  jaw  If  its 
length,  its  posterior  margin  scarcely  midway  between  its  anterior  and 
front  of  anal ; vent  nearer  posterior  margin  of  disk  than  front  of  anal ; 
pectoral  broadly  rounded  behind,  the  notch  made  by  the  produced  lower 
rays  shallow,  end  of  fin  reaching  to  the  vertical  from  front  of  anal;  origin 
of  dorsal  just  over  posterior  edge  of  ventral  disk,  its  distance  from  snout 
about  3 in  body,  slightly  joined  to  the  caudal  posteriorly;  origin  of  anal 
nearer  to  snout  by  a distance  equal  to  length  of  snout  posteriorly  joined 
to  the  caudal,  the  tips  of  the  last  rays  reaching  nearly  to  the  middle  of 
caudal  rays.  Color  olive  brown,  irregularly  marked  with  dark  brown 
spots  the  size  of  pupil;  belly  white;  top  of  head  darker  than  body;  dorsal 
spotted  like  the  body;  spots  on  anal  in  the  form  of  indistinct  bands;  pec- 
toral marked  with  interrupted  irregular  streaks;  a wide  dark  band  across 
middle  of  caudal  rays,  2 or  3 other  narrow  streaks  across  caudal.  Here 
described  from  a specimen  collected  by  the  Albatross  at  Station  3247,  in 
Bristol  Bay,  Alaska,  in  17  fathoms.  Its  length  is  nearly  3 inches. 
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The  following  is  Garman’s  description  of  a specimen  which  was  10  inches 
in  length : 

Head  4^  in  total  length;  depth  over  4.  D.  41  (41  to  44).  A.  33  (32 
to  35) ; pectoral  38  (35  to  38);  caudal  12;  vertehrai  46.  Body  elongate, 
rather  less  inflated  anteriorly  than  the  other  Liparids,  greatly  compressed 
posteriorly.  With  the  exception  of  the  disk  the  appearance  is  very  much 
the  same  as  that  of  the  Cottoids.  Total  length  2f  times  the  distance  from 
snout  to  vent.  Head  moderately  broad,  depressed  anteriorly,  slightly 
convex  in  transverse  section  throngh  the  frontal  region;  snout  broad, 
blunt,  rounded,  convex,  nearly  4 times  the  diameter  of  the  eye,  ^ of  the 
length  of  the  head.  Mouth  wide,  maxilla  extending  behind  a vertical 
from  the  anterior  border  of  the  eye ; upper  lip  complete,  lower  separated 
for  only  about  ^ the  distance  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth  to  the  middle. 
Teeth  small,  tricuspid,  with  slender,  somewhat  compressed  bases,  cusps 
compressed  to  sharp  edges,  outer  cusp  turned  outward  so  as  to  give  an 
inflated  appearance  at  the  top,  arranged  in  about  72  rows,  counting  length- 
wise on  each  jaw,  or  10  rows  transversely,  from  outer  to  inner.  Pharyn- 
geal teeth  simple,  in  2 bunches  of  8 or  10  rows  at  the  esophagus  on  the 
roof  of  the  mouth,  and  below  these  on  the  floor  in  2 smaller  elongate 
groups.  Nostrils  small,  tubes  short  or  absent,  posterior  between  the  ante- 
rior halves  of  the  eyes,  anterior  in  front  of  these  about  1 diameter  of  the 
orbit,  and  twice  the  same  distance  from  each  other.  Eye  small,  less  than 
^ of  head.'  Gills  3|.  Gill  opening  a vertical  slit,  extending  downward  a 
short  distance  on  1 or  2 rays  only  of  the  base  of  the  pectoral  (not  so  wide 
as  in  L.pulcliellus).  Skin  thin,  loose.  Backward  from  the  vent  the  form 
is  much  compressed,  the  thickness  being  nearly  ^ of  the  height,  and  both 
lateral  and  dorsal  outlines  taper  regularly  to  the  caudal.  Dorsal,  anal, 
and  caudal  flns  confluent,  anal  extending  farther  on  the  caudal,  i.  e., 
more  than  4 the  length  of  the  latter;  dorsal  commencing  above  the  gill 
opening,  at  a distance  from  the  snont  that  is  contained  in  the  total  length 
without  the  caudal  3|  times;  anal  beginning  a trifle  in  advance  of  the 
mid  length,  excluding  the  candal;  pectoral  broad,  not  reaching  the  anal, 
upper  portion  rounded,  lower  fringed,  a shallow  indentation  between  the 
two  portions;  caudal  subtruncate,  rounded,  with  rays  more  than  ^ as 
long  as  the  head ; ventral  disk  small,  ^ longer  than  broad,  situated  its 
length  from  the  lips,  occupying  nearly  ^ of  the  distance  from  the  snout  to 
the  first  ray  of  the  anal,  or  about  ^ of  the  total  length.  Color  dark  brown, 
irregularly  marked  with  whitish  or  grayish ; a series  of  5 or  6 spots,  each 
as  large  as  the  eye,  along  the  middle  of  the  flank ; below  these,  near  the 
lower  edge,  there  are  indications  of  4 or  5 whitish  blotches,  resembling 
transverse  bands;  dorsal,  anal,  and  caudal  with  irregular  cloudings  and 
blotches  of  darker  and  of  lighter;  base  of  pectoral  with  a couple  of  large 
blotches  of  light  grayish,  balance  of  the  fin  freckled  with  light  color; 
head  dark,  somewhat  reddened.  Entire  length  10  inches.  (Garrnan.) 
North  Pacific;  common  south  to  Unalaska;  the  original  types  above  de- 
scribed were  collected  by  Messrs.  Pierce  and  Smith  at  Saghalien,  Channel 
of  Tartary;  our  specimens  collected  by  the  Albatross  in  Bristol  Bay.  Dr. 
BeaiVs  types  of  Liparis  gihhus  came  from  Plover  Bay,  Siberia;  others  are 
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recorded  from  Unalaska,  St.  Paul  Island,  olf  Indian  Point,  Cape  Chaplin, 
Eastern  Siberia,  Petropaulski,  and  Bering  Strait. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  account  of  Liparis  gibhus  which 
Carman  identifies,  apparently  correctly,  with  Liparis  agassizii: 

Head  3^ ; depth  D.  42 ; A.  36 ; P.  85 ; C.  12.  Body  abruptly  contracted 
near  the  vent,  covered  with  lax  skin;  interorbital  space  shallow-concave, 
the  vertex  and  nape  somewhat  elevated;  snout  depressed;  head  as  wide 
as  long,  longer  than  deep;  nostrils  tubular,  the  tubes  of  anterior  nostrils 
longest ; eye  small,  4 in  head ; ventral  disk  nearly  circular,  8 in  length ; 
vertical  fins  confluent;  dorsal  continuous;  longest  dorsal  ray  ^ as  long 
as  head;  pectorals  reaching  front  of  anal;  caudal  6 in  body.  Head  and 
body  very  pale  brown  or  gray,  paler  below;  head  and  anterior  parts  some- 
times with  concentric  brown  rings,  much  as  in  Liparis  pulchellus;  sides 
plain  or  marked  with  brown  stripes  and  rings;  tail  sometimes  with  dark 
blotches;  vertical  fins  usually  with  dark  bands.  Bering  Sea,  Aleutian 
Islands,  and  Siberia.  (Named  for  Prof.  Louis  Agassiz). 

Cyclopterus  liparis,  Bloch,  Ausland.  Fische,  l,  48,  1785,  in  part.  Pacific  specimens. 
Liparis  agassizii,  Putnam,  Proc.  Aiuer.  Assoc.  Adv.  Sci.  1874,  339,  Saghalien,  Channel  of 
Tartary  (Coll.  Pierce  and  Smith);  Garman,  Discoboli,  62,  pis.  1-3, 1892. 

Liparis  gibbus,  Bkan,  Proc.  Tj.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  148,  Unalaska,  St.  Paul  Island,  Indian 
Point,  Cape  Chaplin,  and  Plover  Bay,  Siberia;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis, 
. 741,  1883. 


2454.  LIPARIS  HERSCHELOXS,  Scofield. 

Head  3^  in  body;  depth  3f.  D.  42;  A.  33;  pectoral  35;  caudal  10; 
eye  4|^  in  head,  and  in  snout;  interorbital  space  3 in  head;  maxillary  2 
in  head.  Body  tadpole-like;  head  rounded  and  very  little  compressed; 
abdomen  slightly  distended;  just  back  of  the  abdomen  the  body  is  sud- 
denly compressed  to  a width  equaling  ^ its  height,  and  from  this  point 
the  body  gradually  tapers  to  the  caudal,  its  height  and  width  keeping  the 
same  proportions;  the  height  of  the  base  of  the  caudal  equals  the  diame- 
ter of  the  eye ; the  maxillary  extends  to  posterior  edge  of  eye,  and  its  end 
is  concealed  in  the  base  of  the  skin  of  the  head;  upper  jaw  slightly  longer 
than  lower;  teeth  tricuspid;  interorbital  space  flat;  nape  slightly  ele- 
vated; gill  openings  small;  the  width  of  the  slit  equaling  the  interorbital 
space;  the  lower  edge  of  the  slit  even  with  the  first  pectoral  ray;  the 
posterior  nostrils  end  in  very  short,  compressed  tubules  about  4 diameter 
of  eye  in  front  of  eye ; the  anterior  nostrils  are  simple  and  placed  directly 
in  front  of  the  posterior  nostrils  a distance  equal  to  ^ diameter  of  eye. 
The  dorsal  begins  on  a vertical  line  drawn  from  posterior  edge  of  gill  flap ; 
the  anterior  rays  are  short,  gradually  lengthening  till  middle  of  fin  is 
reached,  where  the  rays  equal  24  times  the  diameter  of  the  eye,  the  last 
rays  scarcely  shortened  and  not  forming  a notch  at  its  junction  with  the 
caudal;  last  rays  encroaching  on  the  caudal  for  ^ of  its  length ; anal  same 
shape  as  dorsal  and  of  same  height,  its  last  rays  encroaching  on  caudal  for 
^ its  length;  upper  lobe  of  pectoral  composed  of  25  rays,  the  eleventh  and 
longest  ray  14  in  head;  length  of  twenty-fifth  ray  4 in  head,  lower  lobe 
with  10  rays,  of  which  the  third  from  the  last,  or  twenty-third,  is  the  long- 
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est,  being  contained  in  the  head  2-i\j  times;  membrane  between  each  2 
of  the  last  4 rays  incised;  caudal  slender,  rounded  behind,  its  length  a 
little  more  than  twice  in  head.  Diameter  of  ventral  disk  8 in  body.  Skin 
very  loose,  attached  only  at  opening  and  to  ends  of  last  rays  of  dorsal  and 
anal  and  to  base  of  caudal.  Color  dark,  covered  with  fine  punctulation ; 
belly  and  underside  of  head  free  from  markings;  last  half  of  dorsal  darker 
than  anterior  half;  anal  mottled  with  black;  caudal  with  2 black  vertical 
bauds,  the  first  bony  and  just  back  of  tips  of  last  dorsal  and  anal  rays ; the 
second  band  slender  and  faint  and  at  top  of  fin.  Arctic  Ocean;  several 
specimens  were  taken  at  Herschel  Island.  The  longest  specimen  is  24 
inches  long.  This  species  is  nearest  L.  timicatus  from  the  coast  of  Greenland, 
and  appears  to  be  intermediate  between  it  and  L.  agassizii. 

Liparis  herschelinus,  Scofield,  Fishes  of  Herschel  Island,  in  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Kept. 

Fur  Seal  Invest.,  1898,  Herschel  Island,  Arctic  Ocean.  (Type,  No.  5601,  L.  S.  Jr. 

Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  N.  B.  Scofield.) 

2455.  LIPABIS  DENNTI,  Jordan  &,  Starks. 

Head  3f  in  length  of  body ; depth  44.  D.39;  A.  30;  pectoral  36;  caudal 
12;  eye  8 in  head;  maxillary  24;  snout  2|;  gill  opening  2f ; upper  pec- 
toral lobe  4;  lower  lobe  14;  intervening  rays  24;  ventral  disk  24;  highest 
dorsal  rays  2f ; highest  anal  rays  2|;  caudal  rays  If.  Body  moderately 
elongate,  much  compressed  posteriorly,  slightly  so  anteriorly;  head  mod- 
erate, the  cheeks  and  nape  prominent.  Mouth  wide,  with  little  lateral 
cleft;  maxillary  extending  to  below  the  anterior  margin  of  eye,  its  end 
covered  with  the  skin  of  the  head;  the  lower  jaw  slightly  the  longer;  the 
teeth  tricuspid,  those  on  the  inner  part  of  jaw  largest,  arranged  in  about 
14  series  in  each  jaw;  series  nearly  transverse  on  middle  of  jaw,  becoming 
more  and  more  oblique  toward  the  sides,  where  they  are  nearly  parallel 
with  the  sides  of  the  jaws;  interorbital  wide,  slightly  concave;  nostrils 
ending  in  very  short,  wide  tubes,  the  iiosterior  over  the  anterior  margin 
of  eye,  the  anterior  in  front  of  it  a distance  equal  to  the  diameter  of  eye; 
opercle  ending  in  a short,  wide  spine  covered  with  skin;  it  is  situated 
slightly  above  the  middle  of  gill  opening;  gill  opening  running  from 
about  the  eleventh  pectoral  ray  to  a level  with  the  eye.  Origin  of  dorsal 
slightly  behind  base  of  pectoral,  its  distance  from  the  snout  34  in  length 
of  body,  its  anterior  rays  short,  gradually  lengthening  posteriorly,  the 
rays  from  the  anterior  third  to  near  the  end  about  equal,  the  last  ray 
abruptly  shortened,  forming  a slight  notch  where  the  fin  joins  the  caudal; 
posterior  f of  caudal  free  above ; anal  similar  to  dorsal,  about  the  same 
height,  its  origin  nearer  snout  than  base  of  caudal,  about  under  the  base 
of  the  tenth  dorsal  ray,  posteriorly  it  is  longer  than  the  dorsal,  joining 
the  caudal  at  about  4 its  length;  ventral  disk  nearly  round,  its  distance 
from  tip  of  lower  jaw  I4  in  its  diameter,  1 in  distance  from  vent,  2 from 
first  anal  ray ; vent  midway  between  front  of  anal  and  edge  of  disk;  upper 
lobe  of  pectoral  broadly  rounded,  reaching  to  f of  the  distance  between 
vent  and  front  of  anal;  lower  lobe  long,  reaching  nearly  to  vent;  caudal 
long  and  slender,  rounded  behind.  Skin  very  thin  and  loose  on  body  and 
head,  covering  the  anterior  parts  of  dorsal  and  anal,  attached  at  about  the 
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middle  of  rays  posteriorly,  and  covering  the  base  of  candal  rays.  Color 
light  brown,  lighter  below,  thickly  covered  with  minute  brown  points, 
which  form  spots  and  mottlings  on  sides;  upper  part  of  head  dark,  lips 
spotted  with  brown;  dorsal  and  anal  dark  brown,  slightly  mottled  with 
lighter ; pectoral  light,  with  irregular  brown  spots  and  bars  running  across 
it;  caudal  dark  brown,  mottled  at  base,  2 light  bars  crossing  it  toward  its 
end,  leaving  a narrow  posterior  margin  of  brown.  North  Pacific,  south  to 
Puget  Sound;  numerous  specimens  in  the  Albatross  collections  from  about 
Unalaska.  (Named  for  Mr.  Charles  L.  Denny,  of  Seattle,  in  recognition  of 
his  active  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  natural  history  of  Washington.) 

Liparis  dennyi,  Jordan  & Starks,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Sci.  1895,  835,  pi.  98,  Admiralty  Inlet, 
Puget  Sound.  (Type,  No.  3703,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.  Coll.  Young  Naturalists’  Society 
of  Seattle.) 


2456.  LIPARIS  C'TCLOSTIGMA,  Gilbert. 

Head  3f;  depth  4^.  D.  44;  A.  34;  P.  42;  C.  14.  A robust,  compressed 
species,  with  broad,  gently  convex  head,  the  nape  rather  elevated, 
comparatively  wide  gill  opening,  a single  continuous  dorsal  fin,  the  dorsal 
and  anal  broadly  joined  to  the  caudal,  and  the  coloration  peculiar.  Pro- 
file gently  and  evenly  declining  from  nape  to  end  of  premaxillary  pro- 
cesses, thence  descending  more  steeply  to  tip  of  snout.  Interorbital  space 
very  wide,  equaling  length  of  snout  and  ^ of  eye,  2f-  in  head.  Distance 
from  tip  of  snout  to  front  of  exposed  portion  of  eye,  2yo-  in  head.  Mouth 
terminal,  broad  and  transverse,  with  but  little  lateral  cleft,  the  2 jaws 
equal,  the  lower  not  included.  The  maxillary  is  entirely  bound  down  by 
skin  of  head,  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  pupil,  the  angle  of  mouth  in 
advance  of  eye.  Bands  of  teeth  extremely  broad,  the  teeth  very  small, 
all  tricuspid,  the  outer  ones  minute,  those  toward  inner  margin  of  jaw 
increasing  in  size.  The  anterior  series  in  each  jaw  are  nearly  transverse, 
the  lateral  series  becoming  successively  more  and  more  oblique,  the 
uppermost  nearly  parallel  with  the  jaw;  about  20  series  in  each  side  of 
lower  jaw,  30  on  each  side  of  upper  jaw.  The  width  of  band  in  upper 
jaw  equals  f diameter  of  exposed  portion  of  eye,  which  is  i length  of 
snout,  f interorbital  width.  Nostrils  without  tube.  Lower  lip  distinct 
on  lateral  ? or  f of  mandible.  Gill  opening  wide,  extending  downward 
to  opposite  base  of  fifteenth  pectoral  ray,  the  length  of  the  slit  2f  in  head. 
Upper  jaw  with  a series  of  large  pores;  lower  jaw  short,  with  few  pores. 
Disk  large,  oblong,  its  longitudinal  diameter  2^  in  head,  equaling  its  dis- 
tance from  anus  and  twice  distance  of  latter  from  base  of  first  anal  ray. 
Pyloric  cjeca  28.  Pectoral  very  broad,  inserted  low,  its  upper  margin  on 
a level  with  premaxillaries,  much  below  the  eye ; the  rays  decrease  but  little 
in  length  from  the  first  to  the  twentieth,  and  form  a very  broad,  evenly 
rounded  lobe.  Below  the  twentieth  the  rays  decrease  gently  and  have 
exerted  tips,  until  the  shortest  ray  equals  f the  long  upi)er  rays.  There 
follow  3 or  4 somewhat  longer  rays,  the  tijis  still  further  exserted,  then  4 
or  5 rays  which  decrease  rapidly,  the  shortest  anterior  one  equaling  diam- 
eter of  eye;  longest  pectoral  ray  ly  in  head;  base  of  first  dorsal  ray 
in  a vertical  passing  through  axil  of  pectoral;  longest  dorsal  ray  If  in 
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head,  the  last  rays  rapidly  shortened  so  as  to  produce  a notch  at  union 
with  the  caudal,  the  last  ray  less  than  | the  longest,  the  memhrane  join- 
ing at  end  of  basal  third  of  caudal;  the  anal  lin  is  equal  in  height  to  the 
dorsal,  hut  the  last  rays  are  hut  little  shortened,  so  that  no  notch  exists 
posteriorly.  It  forms  a much  broader  union  with  the  caudal,  which  ifc 
joins  at  the  end  of  its  basal  two-thirds;  caudal  broad,  rounded,  the  outer 
rays  ,f  the  length  of  middle  rays,  which  equal  the  length  of  head  without 
the  snout.  Body  everywhere  transparent,  gelatinous  in  structure.  Colors 
in  life,  olivaceous  above,  overlaid  with  light  grayish;  belly  and  lower 
side  of  head  light  yellow ; body  and  fins  with  large  brownish-red  or  blood- 
red  spots  and  blotches,  usually  roundish,  each  having  a darker  margin 
surrounded  with  a light  ring.  Length  360  mm.  Bering  Sea;  type  from 
Bristol  Bay,  in  29^  fathoms;  a second  specimen  from  St.  Paul  Island,  and 
a third  still  larger  from  Petropaulski ; a most  beautifully  colored  species, 
quite  unlike  the  others.  (Gilbert.)  {nvuXo'i,  round;  6riyfia,  spot.) 

Liparis  cyclosiigma,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  446,  Bristol  Bay, 
Alaska,  at  Albatross  Station  3252,  in  2gh  fathoms.  (Type  No.  48621.) 

Subgenus  LYOLIPARIS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2457.  LIPAKIS  PULCHELLUS,  Ayres. 

Head  4^  in  length;  depth  D.  47  to  49;  A.  40;  pectoral  36;  caudal 

12;  eyes  6 in  head;  interorbital  space  (flesh,  not  bone)  2;  snout  3;  pec- 
toral li;  ventral  disk  2f;  caudal  If.  Body  elongate,  somewhat  com- 
pressed, tapering  gradually  to  the  caudal.  The  head  is  broader  and  longer 
than  high;  snout  sub  truncate,  overhanging  the  mouth;  teeth  small,  tri- 
cuspid, the  median  cusp  longest,  arranged  in  oblique  rows  as  in  the  related 
species;  upper  lip  complete,  the  lower  intermiited  on  each  side  about  mid- 
way between  middle  of  jaw  and  angle  of  mouth;  interorbital  space  wide 
and  flat,  posterior  nostril  ending  in  a short,  wide  tube,  anterior  smaller, 
closer  together,  about  midway  between  the  posterior  and  end  of  snout; 
gill  opening  moderate,  wider  than  eye,  its  lower  third  in  front  of  pectoral, 
extending  downward  to  the  third  or  fourth  ray;  skin  thin  and  loose,  as 
in  the  other  Liparids;  vent  nearer  to  anal  than  ventral  disk.  Dorsal  and 
anal  confluent  with  the  caudal,  which  seems  to  end  in  a point  when  not 
spread;  origin  of  dorsal  just  behind  base  of  pectoral,  its  distance  from 
snout  contained  4 times  in  the  length  of  body,  the  anterior  rays  buried 
under  the  skin;  origin  of  anal  nearer  snout  than  base  of  caudal  fin;  pec- 
torals broadly  rounded  posteriorily,  reaching  to  front  of  anal,  the  lower 
rays  smaller  and  produced,  forming  a notch  in  lower  part  of  fin.  Color 
light  olive  brown,  with  numerous  waving  lines  everywhere  on  head  and 
body,  running  longitudinally,  sometimes  running  together  and  forming- 
irregular  markings;  belly  and  lower  parts  of  head  white;  dorsal  and  anal 
dusky,  with  longitudinal  stripes  and  mottlings;  caudal  dark  at  tip;  pec- 
torals with  irregular  cross  streaks.  Others  are  light  brownish  with  spots 
of  darker,  not  showing  any  trace  of  the  longitudinal  stripes;  the  head 
variously  marked  with  irregular  vermiculations.  Here  described  from 
specimens  from  Point  Eeyes,  California.  The  one  from  which  the  meas- 
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Tirements  are  taken  is  a little  over  4 inches  in  length.  Specimens  vary 
greatly  in  depth  of  body.  Length  10  inches.  Northern  Pacific,  Alaska  to 
Monterey. Common  ; specimens  are  recorded  from  Puget  Sound  and  from 
Tongass,  St.  Paul,  Kadiak,  Unalaska,  and  other  localities  in  Alaska. 
The  specimen  from  the  northernmost  locality  examined  hy  us  is  from 
Bristol  Bay  in  16  fiithoms  (Coll.  Albatross).  The  species  is  not  rare  about 
San  Francisco  and  Monterey,  where  the  striped  form  is  almost  exclusively 
found,  {pulchellus,  pretty.) 

Liparis pulchellus,  Ayres,  Proc.  Cal.  Ac.  Nat.  Sci.,  i,  1855,  23,  Sah  Francisco;  Gunther, 
Cat.,  Ill,  164,  1861;  Steindachner,  Ichtli.  Beitriige,  iii,  53,  1875;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  741, 1883;  Garman,  Discoboli,  67,  pis.  4, 5,  and  8,  1892. 

Cyclogaiter  pulchellus,  Girard,  Pac.  R.  R.  Rept.,  x,  Fishes,  132, 1358. 

Subgenus  ACTINOCHIR,  Gill. 

2458.  LIPARIS  MAJOR  (Gill). 

Head  4 in  length.  D.  45  to  48;  A.  38  to  40;  P.  34  to  37;  caudal  12  to  14; 
vertebrae  52  (10+42);  caeca  26;  branchiostegals  6.  Body  elongate,  much 
compressed  and  tapering  posteriorly,  rather  thin  behind  the  abdomen, 
slender  at  the  base  of  the  caudal,  broad  and  high  between  the  pectorals. 
Head  high  and  broad,  prominent  at  nape,  length  a little  more  than  depth, 
forehead  depressed;  snout  broad,  blunt,  rounded,  rather  deep,  as  long 
as  eye;  mouth  anterior,  broad,  maxillary  subtending  the  eye,  jaws  about 
equal;  a broad  interruption  in  lower  lip  in  middle  of  chin;  teeth  small, 
in  pavement,  tricuspid  in  younger  specimens,  simple  in  old.  Some  of 
those  from  which  this  description  is  drawn  show  the  3 pronged  teeth  in 
the  outer  rows,  and  an  approach  to  the  simple  in  the  inner.  A series  of 
5 or  6 pores  on  each  side,  just  above  upper  lip,  from  snout  to  postor- 
bital region;  another  of  6 or  7 pores  from  chin  toward  upper  angle  of  gill 
opening;  posterior  nostril  reduced,  pore-like,  on  iuterorl)ital  space;  ante- 
rior in  front  of  eye,  tubular;  between  and  a little  in  front  of  the  tubes 
a couple  of  large  pores.  Eye  moderately  large,  in  anterior  half  of  head, 
lateral,  about  equal  to  snout,  once  in  interorbital  space,  1^  times  in  disk, 
and  3|^  in  head;  disk  small,  little  longer  than  wide,  1^  times  as  long  as 
eye,  distant  from  mouth  times  the  length,  which  is  equal  to  ^ distance 
to  anal  fin;  vent  about  midway  from  disk  to  first  ray  of  anal;  gill  open- 
ing little  wider  than  eye,  ^ of  its  extent  in  front  of  base  of  pectoral;  1 
single  and  3 double  gills;  pseiidobranchite  small;  opercular  spine  rather 
broad;  skin  thin,  loose,  easily  carried  away,  that  of  the  males  in  breeding 
season  roughened  with  small,  spine-bearing  papillm ; dorsal  and  anal  con- 
tinuous with  the  caudal,  the  union  occupying  nearly  ^ length  of  last, 
anal  extending  a little  farther  back  than  dorsal.  Caudal  rays  less  than  f 
as  long  as  head,  hinder  margin  of  the  fin  slightly  rounded,  narrow;  pec- 
torals broad  and  rounded  in  the  upper  portion,  reaching  anal  fin;  in  the 
lower  portion  fringed;  several  of  the  rays  at  sides  of  disk,  much  longer 
than  those  immediately  above  them,  form  a notch  in  the  margin,  a fold 
uniting  the  fins  in  front  of  disk;  no  apparent  notch  in  dorsal;  like  the 


Our  Monterey  specimens  have  D. 48 ; A. 39;  P.36;  C.  12.  Head  5;  depth  5. 
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anal,  it  rises  gradnally,  and  attains  its  greatest  extent  in  the  posterior 
third  of  its  length.  Professor  Liitken  gives  the  following  as  the  formula: 
Dorsal  43  to  49;  anal  36  to  40;  pectoral  32  to  38;  caudal  9 to  11.  The 
specimens  described  here,  and  from  which  the  numbers  placed  at  the 
head  of  this  descriptiou  were  taken,  were  furnished  this  Museum  by  him. 
From  his  large  series  he  finds  a greater  range  of  variation  in  all  cases 
except  that  of  the  caudal,  where  12  to  14  rays  appear  on  these  examples. 
Color  olivaceous  to  dark  brown,  darkest  about  the  head  and  body.  On 
close  examination  the  skin  is  seen  to  be  thickly  puncticulate  with  brown, 
in  cases  forming  cloudings,  blotches,  or  transverse  bands  on  the  fins  and 
hinder  parts  of  the  body.  In  life  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  jjresence  of 
tints  of  lilac,  reddish,  or  yellowish.  One  of  these  specimens  has  6 bands 
of  brownish  on  the  dorsal,  and  4 on  the  anal.  Our  largest  is  5 inches  in 
length.  (Garman.)  Coasts  of  Greenland,  east  to  the  White  Sea;  not 
seen  by  ns;  the  description  from  a specimen  in  the  Museum  Comp.  Zook, 
sent  by  Dr.  Liitken.  (Eu.)  (d/ajor,  larger.) 

Cyclopterus  liparis  major,  Fabricius,  Fauna  Gronland.,  136, 1780,  Greenland;  'Walbaum, 
Artedi  Piscium,  111,489,1792;  after  Fabricius  ; not  a binomial  name,  vnajor  being  sim- 
ply an  adjective. 

Liparis  tunicata,  Kroyer,  Naturh.  Tidsskr.,  l,  236, 1862;  not  of  Eeinhardt. 

Actinoehir  major,  Gill,  Proc.  Ac.  ISiat.  Sci.  Phila.  1864, 193,  Greenland. 

Liparis  fabricii,  Lutken,  Kara-Haves,  Fiske,  146, 1887. 

Liparis  major,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Sjmopsis,  741, 1883 ; Garman,  Discoboli,  72, 1892. 

786.  BATHYPHASMA,  Gilbert. 

Bathyphasma,  Gilbert,  Kept.  F.  S.  Fisb  Comm.  1893  (1896),  447  (ovigerum). 

Teeth  long,  slender,  simple,  without  basal  cusps.  Disk  large,  its  sur- 
face even,  with  evident  lobes  or  horny  papillm  under  posterior  jiart  of  the 
head;  the  anus  not  immediately  behind  it.  Gill  opening  comparatively 
wide.  Caudal  long,  well  developed,  not  acuminate,  containing  12  rays, 
the  dorsal  and  anal  confluent  with  its  basal  |;  pectoral  broad  and  con- 
tinuous, as  in  Liparis,  the  lower  rays  exserted.  Suborbital  process  strong. 
Yertebrm  numerous.  The  typical  species  has  much  the  shape  and  general 
appearance  of  Liparis  agassizii.  The  character  of  the  simple  teeth,  which 
this  genus  shares  with  Paraliparis  and  others,  has  been  independently 
acquired.  (Gilbert.)  Skeleton  soft,  little  ossified.  Deep-sea Liparids  of 
large  size,  the  dentition  unlike  that  of  the  other  genera,  and  apparently 
not  acquired  by  the  same  line  of  descent  as  the  simple  teeth  of  Parali- 
paris,  which  seems  to  be  a degradation  of  the  form  seen  in  Liparis. 
deep  sea;  apparition.) 

2459.  BATHYPHAS3IA  OVIGERUM,  Gilbert. 

Head  3f ; depth  3f ; eye  7.  Occipital  region  greatly  elevated,  the  upper 
profile  of  head  strongly  decurved  above  the  orbits,  a line  from  occiput  to 
end  of  premaxillary  processes  forming  an  angle  of  45  degrees  with  axis 
of  body.  In  front  of  tips  of  premaxillary  processes  the  snout  descends 
almost  vertically.  Posteriorly  the  body  tapers  uniformly  and  slowly,  the 
width  of  base  of  tail  equaling  ^ diameter  of  eye.  Month  large,  horizontal. 
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not  overpassed  by  the  snout,  the  lower  jaw  slightly  shorter  than  the  upper, 
not  distinctly  included;  maxillary  reaching  a vertical  from  posterior 
edge  of  orbit,  its  length  2^  in  head,  its  width  1|  in  head;  upper  lip 
complete,  the  fold  of  lower  lip  extending  halfway  from  angle  of  mouth  to 
symphysis.  Bauds  of  teeth  very  wide  in  the  front  of  each  jaw,  becoming 
narrow  laterally,  where  the  series  are  few  in  number  and  nearly  parallel 
with  the  jaw;  anteriorly  the  series  grow  more  and  more  oblique,  until 
at  front  of  jaw  they  are  nearly  transverse;  teeth  all  simple  and  slender, 
without  cusps,  directed  very  obliquely  backward,  and  movable,  implanted 
so  as  to  admit  of  still  further  depression;  outer  teeth  in  both  jaws  very 
short,  the  inner  ones  growing  gradually  longer  and  becoming  acicular, 
16  series  of  teeth  on  each  side  of  lower  jaw,  22  series  on  each  side  of 
upper  jaw.  Posterior  nostril  in  a short  wide  tuhe.  Eye  large,  the  diame- 
ter of  its  exposed  portion  2|  in  total  interorbital  width.  Cheek  and 
temporal  region  swollen,  the  suhorbital  stay  running  in  a notable  depres- 
sion between  the  two.  Gill  slit  wide,  extending  downward  to  opposite 
upper  pectoral  rays,  longer  than  snout,  2f  in  head.  Mucous  pores  minute, 
on  sides  of  snout,  mandible,  and  x^reopercle,  none  visible  on  top  of  head. 
Disk  large,  nearly  round,  its  center  slightly  in  advance  of  gill  slit,  its 
length  in  head,  distance  from  its  posterior  margin  to  vent  equaling 
its  own  diameter.  A small  anal  papilla.  Pyloric  cfeca  19.  Pectoral 
with  34  rays,  not  notched,  the  lower  rays  regularly  diminishing  in  length 
to.the  fifth  or  sixth  before  the  last,  the  next  2 or  3 abruptly  lengthened 
and  exserted ; longest  ray  of  upper  lobe  equaling  snout  and  eye ; longest 
ray  of  lower  lobe  equaling  snout  and  i eye;  dorsal  fin  beginning  slightly 
behind  upper  axil  of  pectorals  and  with  43  rays,  the  longest  equaling  dis- 
tance from  tip  of  snout  to  front  of  pupil;  origin  of  anal  fin  with  i diame- 
ter of  eye  in  front  of  middle  of  body,  with  34  rays ; caudal  ray  long  and 
slender,  with  12  rays,  its  hasal  f confluent  with  dorsal  and  anal,  its  length 
equal  to  that  of  pectoral  fin.  Skinthin,not  conspicuously  lax.  Head,  body, 
and  fins  white,  inconspicuously  mottled  with  light  brown.  A single  speci- 
men, 315  mm.  in  total  length,  from  Station  3342,  off  Queen  Charlotte  Island, 
British  Columbia,  depth  1,588  fathoms.  The  type  is  a male,  with  well- 
developed  testes,  and  contained  in  its  mouth,  when  captured,  a spherical 
mass  of  eggs  apparently  of  the  same  species.  The  eggs  measured  4^  mm. 
in  diameter,  and  were  well  along  in  their  development,  the  embryos  dis- 
tinctly visible  through  the  very  tough  egg  membranes.  The  general  form 
of  head  and  body  can  be  made  out,  as  well  as  the  long  continuous  dorsal 
and  anal  fins  running  backward  into  the  tail.  It  seems  not  improbable 
that  the  male  fish  protect  the  eggs  in  this  manner  until  after  hatching. 
(D.43;  A.34;  P.34;  C.12.)  (Gilbert.)  {ovum,  egg;  gero,  I bear.) 

Bathyphasma  ovigerxim,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  448,  off  Queen  Char- 
lotte Island,  at  Albatross  Station  3342,  in  1,588  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  48622.) 

787.  CAREPROCTUS,  Kroyer. 

Careproctus,  Kroyer,  Naturh.  Tidsskr.,  i,  257, 1862  (reinJiardi) . 

Caremitra,  Jordan  & E\’ERMANN,  Check-List  Fishes,  452, 1896  (simus). 

Allochir,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  452,  1896  (melanurui) . 

Allurus,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  452, 1896  (ectenes). 
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Body  more  or  less  elongate,  semitransparent,  covered  with  thin,  lax 
skin ; mouth  terminal ; teeth  simple  in  the  adult,  hooked ; ventral  disk  very 
small,  situated  far  forward,  under  front  of  eye,  sometimes  reduced  to  a 
mere  point;  vent  a little. behind  it,  far  in  front  of  anal  fin ; pectoral  fin 
broad,  notched,  the  lower  lobe  well  developed.  Vertebras  and  fin  rays 
numerous ; nostrils  with  or  without  tube.  Species  of  rather  large  size, 
found  in  deep  or  cold  waters.  These  form  a transition  from  Actinochir  to 
the  Amitrince,  in  which  group  the  ventral  disk  is  wholly  lost. 

Concerning  Careproctus,  Mr.  Gariuan  has  the  following  remarks: 

“ This  genus  and  Liparis  are  brought  very  close  together  by  Careproctus 
liparis  major.  The  simple  form  of  tooth  in  the  one  case  and  the  tricuspid 
form  in  the  other  were  formerly  considered  sufficiently  distinctive  for  sep- 
arating these  genera.  Liitken,  1887,  pointed  out  that  the  young  of  the 
mentioned  species  has  the  tricuspid  teeth  of  Liparis,  and  that  with  age  it 
acquires  the  simple  teeth  of  Careproctus.  It  is  possible  that  a similar 
change  takes  place  in  the  other  species  we  have  brought  together  in  the 
latter.  Indeed,  assuming  derivation  from  species  of  Liparis  of  the  shoal 
waters,  it  is  just  what  we  should  expectin  all  these  Careproctioit\\c>  deep  sea. 

Besides  the  dentition,  other  features  may  be  selected  that  in  compari- 
sons may  serve  to  distinguish  this  genus  from  the  preceding : The  head 
is  higher  at  the  back;  the  body  is  deeper  in  front  of  the  dorsal  fin;  the 
caudal  region  is  longer,  more  slender  and  tapering;  the  vertebrte  are  more 
numerous ; the  dorsal  and  anal  fins  have  more  rays,  and  are  completely 
fused  with  the  caudal;  the  disk  is  reduced  in  size;  the  suborbital  process 
is  Jess  developed,  and  apparently  the  intestine  is  shorter.  Among  these 
differences  there  is  none  that  may  not  be  a consequence  of  the  modifying 
influences  of  great  depths  upon  species  of  Liparis  such  as  now  exist  along 
the  coasts.”  {xapd,  head;  TCpooHro^,  anus.) 

Cakemitea  (fcapa,  head;  ixCrpa,  stomacher): 

a.  Body  short  and  deep,  with  blunt  head,  the  inferior  mouth  below  the  prominent  snout; 

disk  nearly  as  long  as  eye;  pectoral  rays  33.  siMus,  2460. 

aa.  Body  more  or  less  elongate. 

6.  Body  not  excessively  attenuate,  its  median  depth  much  more  than  length  of 
eye. 

Cakeproctus  : 

c.  Pectoral  fin  distinctly  notched,  its  middle  rays  shorter  than  upper  or  lower. 
d.  Lower  pectoral  rays  extremely  long,  reaching  front  of  anal;  disk 
moderate,  about  as  large  as  eye.  colletti,  2461. 

dd.  Lower  pectoral  rays  not  reaching  anal. 

' e.  Mouth  horizontal  or  moderately  oblique,  not  nearly  vertical. 

/.  Disk  nearly  or  quite  as  long  as  eye,  not  excessively  reduced. 

g.  Disk  about  ^ longer  than  eye ; anterior  nostril  with  a 
tube ; gill  slit  reduced ; mouth  oblique ; D.  53 ; P.  34. 

PHASMA,  2462. 

gg.  Disk  not  larger  than  eye,  which  is  about  4 in  head ; 
anterior  nostril  (so  far  as  known)  without  tube. 

h.  Depth  4 in  length ; mouth  large ; D.  52 ; A.  47. 

SPECTRUM,  2463. 

hh.  Depth  5|  to  6. 

i.  Pectoral  rays  32 ; D.  54 ; A.  45. 

EEINHARDI,  2464. 
a.  Pectoral  rays  38 ; D.  about  48 ; A.  about  48. 

RANULA.  2465. 
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ff.  Disk  very  minute. 


OSTENTUM,  2466, 


D.  51. 


ECTENES,  2469. 


Subgenus  CAREMITRA,  Jordan  & Erermann. 
2460.  CAREPROCTUS  SI3IUS,  Gilbert. 


A species  "witli  a very  heavy  head  and  body,  an  inferior  transverse 
mouth,  overlapped  by  the  thick,  rounded  snout.  Appearance  much  that 
of  Bliinoliparis  harbulifei',  but  the  anterior  parts  much  heavier,  nape  more 
elevated,  snout  shorter  and  blunter,  -without  barbels,  extending  beyond 
front  of  eyes  for  a distance  (measured  axially)  equal  to  | diameter  of  orbit, 
and  projecting  beyond  mouth  for  ^ that  distance.  Mouth  transverse,  its 
width  nearly  twice  the  distance  from  symphysis  of  lower  jaw  to  angle  of 
mouth,  the  latter  reaching  a vertical  midway  between  front  of  eye  and 
pupil.  Teeth  indistinctly  tricuspid,  in  narrow  bands,  11  or  12  series  in 
each  half  of  low'er  jaw,  8 or  9 in  the  upper.  Nostrils-  without  tube.  Eye 
large,  3 in  head,  equaling  snout,  1^  iu  total  interorbital  width.  Gill  slit 
moderate,  f of  it  opposite  upper  pectoral  rays,  its  width  f diameter  of  eye. 
Opercle  prolonged  into  an  acute  lobe  overlapping  middle  of  slit.  Disk 
rather  small,  round,  under  posterior  part  of  eye,  its  diameter  I that  of  eye. 
Vent  immediately  behind  it,  equidistant  from  front  of  anal  and  angle  of 
mouth.  Pectorals  inserted  high,  the  upper  edge  ou  a level  with  the  mid- 
dle of  eye,  continuous,  the  median  rays  greatly  shortened,  the  lower  ones 
again  longer,  with  exserted  free  tips;  upper  lobe  extending  beyond  front 
of  anal,  and  equaling  length  of  head  behind  snout,  lower  rays  f length  of 
upper  ones;  P.33;  origin  of  dorsal  fin  just  behind  axil  of  pectorals,  con- 
tinuous posteriorly  with  the  caudal  fin,  which  is  very  narrow  and  not  dis- 
tinct; origin  of  anal  at  end  of  first  third  of  length.  Whitish  or  bright 
brown,  dusky  posteriorly  on  body  and  fins;  mouth,  gill  cavity,  and  peri- 
toneum white.  One  specimen,  3|^  inches  long,  from  Bering  Sea  north  of 
Unalaska  Island.  (Gilbert.)  (simus,  dipo^,  snubnosed.) 

Careproctus  simus,  GmsERT,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fisb  Comm.  1893  (1896),  444,  Bering  Sea  north  of 
Unalaska,  at  Albatross  Station  3331,  in  350  fathoms. 


Subgenus  CAREPROCTUS,  Kriiyer. 
2461.  CAREPROCTUS  COLLETTI,  Gilbert. 


Head  5,  blunt  and  heavy,  with  subvertical  cheeks  and  bluntly  rounded 
snout,  the  latter  not  projecting  beyond  the  mouth;  greatest  depth  (at 
occiput)  6 ; eye  equals  length  of  snout,  3|  iu  head.  If  in  interorbital  width  ; 
nape  not  elevated;  mouth  terminal  at  lower  side  of  snout,  slightly  oblique, 
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its  lateral  cleft  about  f its  width;  lower  jaw  shutting  within  the  upper; 
angle  of  mouth  reaching  a vertical  midway  between  front  of  eye  and 
front  of  pupil;  teeth  lanceolate,  acute,  without  trace  of  basal  cusps;  gill 
opening  a narrow  slit,  entirely  above  base  of  pectorals,  its  length  f diame- 
ter of  eye;  opercle  produced  posteriorly  into  a rounded  lobe,  which  over- 
laps the  gill  opening;  disk  oblong,  of  moderate  size,  placed  under  the 
posterior  part  of  head  behind  the  eyes,  forming,  in  alcoholic  specimens,  a 
very  deep  cup-shaped  depression  with  incurved  edges;  diameter  of  disk 
about  equaling  that  of  eye ; disk  separated  from  vent  by  ^ its  diameter ; 
upper  pectoral  lobe  reaching  origin  of  anal  fin,  the  rays  of  lower  lobe 
elongate,  extensively  free,  longer  than  upper  lobe,  and  reaching  to 
or  nearly  to  front  of  anal;  intermediate  rays  not  as  short  as  in  C. 
reinJiai'di,  hardly  forming  a separate  division  of  the  fin,  the  rays  being 
gradually  and  uniformly  shortened  from  above  downward  to  origin  of 
lower  lobe;  pectoral  rays  29;  dorsal  beginning  immediately  behind  the 
head;  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  origin  of  anal  3f  in  length;  series  of 
conspicuous  mucous  pores  on  head,  as  in  C.  reinhardi.  Color  in  sjiirits, 
dusky,  the  tip  of  snout,  under  side  of  head,  opercles,  abdomen,  and  pos- 
terior portion  of  vertical  fins  black;  inside  of  mouth  and  gill  cavity 
dusky ; peritoneum  black.  Closely  related  to  C.  reinhardi,  from  which  it 
differs  principally  in  the  elongation  and  exsertion  of  the  lower  pectoral 
rays.  These  extend  in  all  specimens  to  or  nearly  to  the  origin  of  the  anal 
fill,  and  are  always  free  for  the  greater  part  of  their  length.  Length  3^ 
inches.  North  Pacific,  south  of  the  Alaskan  Peninsula.  Named  in 
honor  of  Prof.  Eobert  Collett,  the  distinguished  author  of  the  Fishes  of 
the  Norwegian  North  Atlantic  Expedition.”) 

Careproctiis  colletti,  Gilbert,  Rept.  IT.  S.  Eisli  Comm.  1893  (1896),  442,  south  of  the  Alaska 
Peninsula,  at  Albatross  Station  3338,  in  625  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  48698.) 


2462.  CAREPROCTUS  PHASMA,  Gilbert. 

Eye  4 in  head,  2 in  total  interorbital  width.  D.  53;  P.  34.  Head  broad 
and  fiat  above,  subquadrate,  with  nearly  vertical  cheeks.  Snout  very 
obtuse,  broadly  rounded,  much  blunter  than  in  C.  spectrum,  very  slightly 
overlapping  the  mouth;  width  of  snout  1|  in  length  of  head;  mouth 
very  broad,  somewhat  oblique,  reaching  vertical  slightly  behind  front  of 
eye,  its  width  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  lateral  cleft  taken  axially. 
Teeth  minute,  acute,  in  a moderate  band  in  each  jaw,  arranged  in  oblique 
series  within  the  band.  Nostrils  opening  in  a short  but  conspicuous  tube 
(the  tube  absent  and  the  pore  smaller  in  C.  spectrum).  Mucous  pores  small. 
Gill  slit  short,  slightly  less  than  diameter  of  orbit,  its  inferior  end  attached 
to  base  of  upper  pectoral  ray,  overlapped  for  almost  its  entire  extent  by 
the  broadly  rounded  opercular  fiap.  Suckiug  disk  comparatively  large, 
much  larger  than  in  C.  spectrum,  times  diameter  of  eye,  3^  in  head, 
very  nearly  round,  the  transverse  diameter  equaling  or  slightly  exceeding 
the  longitudinal  diameter.  Yent  immediately  behind  edge  of  sucking 
disk ; anal  papilla  slender,  | as  long  as  diameter  of  eye.  Pectoral  fin  very 
broad,  barely  reaching  front  of  anal,  the  lower  rays  equaling  the  upper, 
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extensively  free  at  tip ; lower  lobe  of  pectoral  containing  8 or  9 rays ; dorsal 
beginning  behind  gill  opening  at  a distance  equaling  diameter  of  eye. 
Skin  exceedingly  soft,  thick,  and  lax,  in  alcoholic  specimens  forming  folds 
on  head  and  body  and  concealing  the  rays  of  the  fins.  Color  uniform  wdiite 
in  spirits.  Closely  related  to  Career octus  spectrum,  Bean,  from  the  same 
region,  differing  in  the  much  larger  sucking  disk  and  the  narrower  gill 
slit,  the  latter  confined  to  area  above  base  of  pectorals,  its  anterior  mar- 
gin formed  of  the  broadly  and  evenly  rounded  opercular  lobe.  Length 
3^  inches.  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska,  in  deep  water.  {^d6jjia,  a spectre.) 

Oareproctus  phasma,  GmBERT,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fisli Comm.  1893  (1896),  443,  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska, 
at  Albatross  Stations  3254  and  3256,  in  46  and  49  fathoms. 

2463.  CAREPROCTUS  SPECTRUM,  Bean. 

Head  4;  depth  4;  eye  3.  D.  52;  A.  47;  ventral  disk  small,  f as  long 
as  eye.  Mouth  large,  the  maxilla  extending  to  about  below  the  mid- 
dle of  eye.  Pectoral  reaching  to  above  anal  origin;  dorsal  beginning 
over  the  axil  of  pectoral.  Color  along  back  of  some  examples  light 
brown,  elsewhere  uniformly  pale.  Length  of  type  3-i%  inches.  Twenty- 
six  specimens  were  obtained,  July  31,  1888,  between  Unga  and  Nagai 
islands.  (Bean.)  Carman  refers  this  species  to  the  synonymy  of  Care- 
proctus  gelatinosus,  which  is  probably  not  correct,  {spectrum,  spectre.) 

Careproctus  spectrum,  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Kat.  Mxis.  1890,  40,  between  Unga  and  Nagai 
islands,  55°  10'  N.,  160°  18'  W.,  at  Albatross  Station  2848,  in  no  fathoms. 

2464.  CAREPROCTUS  REIXHARDI  (Kroyer). 

Head  4^;  depth  5j-;  eye  5 to  6.  D.  54;  A.  45;  C.  12;  P.  32.  Body  semi- 
transparent, covered  with  viscid  skin.  Head  short  and  globular.  Caudal 
fin  very  slender,  joined  to  the  dorsal  aiid  anal;  mouth  nearly  horizontal; 
lower  jaw  scarcely  projecting.  Ventral  disk  little  larger  than  eye.  Pec- 
toral deeply  emarginate,  nearly  as  long  as  head,  reaching  anal,  the  lower 
rays  exserted,  appearing  as  a series  of  short  twisted  filaments.  Distance 
from  ventral  disk  to  vent  not  more  than  diameter  of  eye ; head  with  con- 
spicuous mucous  pores.  Color  pale  reddish  gray,  unmarked.  (Collett,) 

Mr.  Carman  adds  to  this:  Body  translucent,  jelly-like;  skin  lax,  viscid; 
teeth  simple;  ventral  disk  very  small,  situated  far  forward,  almost  hidden 
by  the  anterior  portions  of  the  pectorals ; vent  near  the  disk,  about  mid- 
way from  snout  to  anal;  tail  long,  slender,  tapering  to  a point;  caudal 
continuous  with  dorsal  and  anal ; fin  rays  soft,  slender ; pectorals  semicir- 
cular, below  the  head,  beginning  far  in  front  and  close  together  near  the 
symphysis  of  the  lower  jaw,  first  8 or  10  rays  projecting,  larger  median 
portion  with  short  ones,  upper  elongate;  eyes  comparatively  large,  more 
than  ^ as  long  as  the  head,  which  latter  is  to  | of  the  total  length.  Only 
1 pair  of  nostrils  was  detected,  and  they  were  not  prolonged  in  tubes. 
Color  pale  reddish  gray,  or  whitish;  no  bands  or  marks.  An  Arctic,  deep- 
sea  form,  descending  to  700  fathoms.  Known  from  Creenland,  Jan  Mayen, 
and  Beeren  Island.  (Named  for  Professor  J.  Reinhardt,  of  the  University  of 
Copenhagen,  who  wrote  largely  on  the  fauna  of  Creenland.) 


2134  Bulletin  U7iited  States  National  Museum. 


Liparis  gelatinosus,  Reinhardt,  Oversigt,  etc.,  1844,  77 ; not  of  Pallas. 

Liparis  (Careproctus)  reinhardi,  Kroyer,  Xatnrh.  Tidskr.,  i,  252,  1862,  Greenland. 
Careproctiis  reinhardi,  Collett,  Norske  Nord-Havs  Exped.,  57,  1880;  Jordan  <fc  Gilbert, 
Synopsis,  957,  1883;  Garman,  Discoboli,  78,  1892. 

2465.  CAREPROCTUS  RANULA  (Goode  & Bean). 

Head  4 ; depth  6.  D.  484^ ; A.  48^:1^  ; pectoral  15  + 12  or  13.  Body  thick, 
subcylindrical  anteriorly,  rapidly  tapering  to  the  tail ; skin  thick,  lax. 
Head  swollen  at  the  nape;  width  little  greater  than  depth,  twice  that  of 
disk;  length  of  disk  2^  interorhital  width.  Snout  broad,  about  J as  long 
as  head;  mouth  cleft  not  reaching  a vertical  from  orbit;  upper  jaw  the 
longer;  eye  lateral,  not  interfering  with  upper  profile,  about  i of  head; 
nostril  near  the  eye ; from  snout  to  first  dorsal  ray  and  from  snout  to 
first  anal  ray  about  | of  length  of  body;  origin  of  anal  below  eighth  ray 
of  dorsal ; disk  slightly  longer  than  its  distance  from  the  snout,  or  than 
its  width.  Color  uniform,  whitish.  Off  Halifax  Harbor,  in  52  fathoms. 
(Goode  and  Bean.)  Garmau  refers  this  species  to  the  synonymy  of  Cure- 
proctus  reinhardi,  which  may  be  correct,  {ranula,  tadpole,  diminutive  of 
rana,  frog.) 

Liparis  ranula,  Goode  <fc  Bean,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Mus.  1879,  46,  Halifax  ; Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Synopsis,  742,  1883. 

2466.  CAREPROCTUS  OSTENTUM,  Gilbert. 

The  snout  is  longer  and  more  pointed  than  in  Careproctus  p>ha8ma  or  Care- 
proctus spectrum,  its  width  little  greater  than  its  length,  2^  in  head.  Mouth 
Avith  very  distinct  lateral  cleft,  its  width  less  than  its  length.  Maxillary 
reaching  a vertical  line  crossing  orbit  behind  jiupil,  liV  in  head;  teeth 
minute,  in  narrow  bands,  indistinctly  tricusiiid;  eye  equaling  length  of 
snout,  in  total  width  of  interorhital  area.  The  true  bony  interorbital 
width  is  much  narrower  than  this.  In  the  specimen  examined  the  epi- 
dermis of  the  head  is  largely  lost,  and  the  width  of  the  gill  slip  can  not 
be  determined.  A short  nostril  tube.  Fins  as  in  C.  spectrum  and  C. 
phasma.  Skin  loose,  thinner  than  in  C.  phasma.  Color  Avhite  or  slightly 
brownish,  minutely  punctulate  with  black.  Differing  from  C.  spectrumin 
the  minute  size  of  the  sucking  disk,  which  is  reduced  to  a mere  rudiment 
entirely  concealed  by  the  anterior  (lower)  lobes  of  the  pectoral  fins,  about 
one  millimeter  in  diameter  in  a specimen  78  mm.  long.  Bering  Sea,  north 
of  Unalaska  Island,  in  deep  water,  {ostentum,  a spectre.) 

Careproctus  ostentum,  Gilbert,  Kept.  D.  S.  Fisb  Comm.  1893  (1896),  444,  Bering  Sea,  north 
of  Unalaska  Island,  at  Albatross  Stations  3324  and  3331,  in  109  and  350  fathoms. 
(Type,  No.  48619.) 

2467.  CAREPROCTUS  GELATIXOSUS  (Pallas). 

D.  more  than  50;  A.  about  45;  C.  6;  cteca  48;  vertebrae  64.  Verti- 
cal fins  contiguous.  Ventral  disk  small,  supported  by  a bilamellated 
cartilage,  which  descends  from  the  throat.  Body  oblong,  compressed, 
thicker  toward  the  head  and  thinner  toward  the  tail,  semitransparent. 
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exceedingly  soft,  like  jelly.  Head  thick,  somewhat  depressed,  Hat  on  the 
vertex,  and  convex  between  the  orbits.  Eyes  directed  upward;  nostrils 
ill  middle  between  margin  of  mouth  and  orbit,  with  a small  tubular 
appendage;  a series  of  pores  along  upper  lip  toward  gill  opening. 
Lips  thick;  cleft  of  mouth  directed  upward,  as  in  Uranoscopus,  but  with 
the  lower  jaw  less  prominent;  jaws,  palate,  and  jiharynx  rough  with 
teeth;  4 gills  on  each  side;  7 branchiostegals.  Gill  opening  reduced  to 
a slit  above  base  of  pectorals.  Pectorals  large,  A^ery  broad,  commencing 
at  the  throat,  the  inferior  part  of  their  bases  being  parallel,  ascending 
to  the  gill  opening,  composed  of  about  30  rays,  the  inferior  very  short 
and  not  connected  by  a membrane.  Dorsal  and  anal  tins  continuous  with 
the  caudal,  commencing  a little  behind  middle  of  body,  and  composed  of 
feeble  rays;  jugular  disk  situated  between  the  pectorals  in  front  of  the 
vent,  very  small,  soft,  supported  by  a bilamellated  cartilage  which 
descends  from  the  throat ; vent  between  pectorals ; caudal  small,  6-rayed. 
Rose-colored ; vertical  tins  violet ; gill  cavity  black.  Steller  adds  the  fol- 
lowing anatomical  details:  Ovarium  orbicular,  containing  eggs  of  the 
size  of  a pea.  Liver  large,  divided  into  4 lobes,  of  a whitish  color;  gall 
bladder  absent;  spleen  triangular,  brown;  stomach  3 times  as  wide  as 
the  oesophagus;  48  pyloric  appendages,  2 inches  long  and  as  thick  as  the 
Aving  feather  of  a pigeon,  in  a specimen  18  inches  long;  remainder  of 
intestinal  tract  about  as  long  as  the  fish;  urine  bladder  the  size  of  a 
hazelnut;  kidneys  united  into  one  cuneiform  mass,  commencing  near  the 
gills  and  extending  to  anterior  portion  of  ovarium;  ureter  single,  very 
wide,  liexous,  becoming  narroAver  belore  its  insertion  into  the  bladder. 
The  nervi  optici  and  olfactorii  haA'e  one  common  ganglion,  from  which, 
first,  the  former  arise,  emitting  the  latter  from  the  angle  formed  by  the 
nerves  and  the  ganglion.  Skeleton  A'ery  slightly  osseous.  Coast  of  Kam- 
chatka. Specimens  (1  of  18  inches  long)  Avere  found  by  Steller  in  Peter 
and  Paul  Harbor,  Kamchatka.  (Pallas.)  The  species  has  not  been  recog- 
nized by  recent  Avriters.  Not  seen  by  us.  (r/cZafi'nos«s,  jelly-like.) 

Cyclopterus  gelatinosus,  Pallas,  Spicilegia,  aui,  19,  1769,  Peter  and  Paul  Harbor,  Petro- 
paulski  Kamchatka.  (Coll.  Steller.) 

Liparis  gelatinoms,  Gunther,  Cat.,  iii,  163,  1861. 

Careproctus  gelatinosus,  Jordan  &.  Gilbert,  Synopsia,  740,  1883;  Garman,  Discoboli,  in 
Memoir  M.  C.  Z.,  !No.  2,  xiv,  76,  1892. 


Subgenus  ALLOCHIR,  Jordan  <fc  Evermann. 

‘246S.  CAREPROCTUS  MELAXURUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  4|  to  4|-  in  length;  depth  4J  to  4^.  D.  about  58;  A.  50;  P.30. 
Head  heavy,  with  vertical  cheeks,  short  bluntly  rounded  snout,  and 
very  broad,  flat  interorbital  space.  Width  of  interorbital  space  slightly 
more  than  ^ length  of  head.  Mouth  very  broad,  horizontal,  with  short 
lateral  cleft,  the  maxillary  reaching  to  below  middle  of  eye;  width  of 
mouth  equaling  length  of  snout  and  eye.  Teeth  short  and  strong,  in  nar- 
row bands  in  both  jaws;  except  at  symphysis,  the  teeth  of  the  bands  are 
arranged  in  regular  series  running  from  inner  edge  of  jaw  forward  and 


2136  Bulletin  ^7,  United  States  Natiojial  M^iseum. 


sideward.  Tongue  and  roof  of  moutli  papillose  and  toothless.  Gill 
rakers  tubercular.  Nostrils  single,  in  a very  short  wide  tube,  which  is 
nearer  eye  than  cleft  of  mouth.  Gill  opening  oblique,  entirely  above  base 
of  pectorals,  the  length  of  slit  equaling  snout  and  ^ eye.  A series  of 
6 pores  along  under  side  of  mandible  and  interopercle ; none  on  pre- 
opercle;  3 above  premaxillary,  and  2 pairs  on  snout;  no  pores  along 
side  of  body.  Sucking  disk  extremely  small,  little  more  than  J diam- 
eter of  orbit,  its  center  and  the  middle  of  pupil  equidistant  from  tip  of 
snout;  disk  separated  from  vent  by  a trifle  less  than  its  own  diam- 
eter. Pectorals  forming  a continuous  lamella,  following  the  margin  of 
gill  flap  and  lower  jaw,  the  2 fins  becoming  closely  approximated  in  front 
of  sucking  disk ; fin  not  notched,  the  rays  decreasing  regularly  forward, 
8 to  10  of  the  anterior  rays  exserted  and  elongated,  the  anterior  4 or 
5 becoming  again  shorter  and  thicker,  and  wholly  free  from  the  mem- 
brane; pectorals  scarcely  reaching  front  of  anal,  J-  to  f length  of  head; 
dorsal  beginning  over  gill  slit,  the  distance  from  origin  of  anal  to  snout, 
24  in  length;  fins  all  enveloped  in  thin  lax  skin,  so  that  it  is  impossible 
to  count  rays  accurately  without  dissection;  posterior  dorsal  and  anal 
rays  well  overlapping  base  of  caudal,  their  membranes  joining  middle 
of  caudal  rays.  Color  light  rose-red  on  body  and  fins,  abdomen  usually 
dusky ; inner  face  of  pectorals,  caudal,  posterior  portions  of  dorsal  and 
anal,  and  inside  of  mouth  and  gill  openings  black;  peritoneum  silvery, 
with  more  or  less  black  specking,  sometimes  nearly  black.  Several 
specimens,  the  longest  about  6 inches  long,  from.  Albatross  Stations  2840, 
2891,  2892,  2925,  and  3076,  in  depths  from  178  to  339  fathoms  off  the  coast 
of  California  and  Oregon.  (Gilbert.)  (yUf'Aag  black;  oOpd  tail.) 

Oareproctus  melanurus,  Gu,bert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  1891,  560,  off  coast  of  California 
and  Oregon,  at  Albatross  Stations  2840,  2891,  2892,  2925,  and  3076,  in  178  to  339  fathoms. 
(Type  in  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.} 

Subgenus  ALLURUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2469.  CAREPROCTUS  EC'TE>ES,  Gilbert. 

Head  5|-  in  total  length,  its  depth  |,  and  its  width  f its  length.  An  ex- 
tremely elongate  form,  depressed  but  narrow  anteriorly,  the  head  as  seen 
from  above  appearing  shovel-shaped,  with  truncate  snout;  nape  not 
elevated  and  the  cheeks  not  gibbous;  width  anteriorly  everywhere  ex- 
ceeding depth ; mouth  inferior  and  transverse,  overlapped  by  the  short, 
depressed  snout  for  a distance  equaling  diameter  of  pupil;  width  of 
mouth  nearly  twice  distance  from  symphysis  of  lower  jaw  to  angle  of 
mouth,  the  latter  reaching  vertical  from  snout  to  front  of  inijiil.  Teeth 
small,  weakly  tricuspid,  in  narrow  bands,  lower  jaw  containing  10  series 
in  each  half,  the  upper  11.  Eye  large,  1:^  in  total  interorbital  wudth, 
equaling  length  of  snout,  3|-  in  head.  Nostrils  with  a very  short  tubular 
rim.  Mucous  pores  large ; texture  of  head  and  body  firmer  than  in  most 
deep-sea  Liparids.  Gill  opening  reduced  to  a narrow  slit  entirely  above 
tlie  pectorals,  its  width  equaling  i diameter  of  orbit.  Opercle  produced 
into  a narrow  spinous  process,  forming,  with  its  membranaceous  flap,  a 
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quadrate  projection  over  middle  slit.  Disk  small,  under  the  opercles  and 
posterior  part  of  cheeks,  round  in  shape,  slij^htly  smaller  than  eye,  its 
diameter  i length  of  head;  vent  separated  from  disk  hy  about  f diameter 
of  disk.  Distance  from  vent  to  front  of  anal  ^ its  distance  from  tip  of 
snout.  Body  extremely  slender,  its  depth  at  middle  of  total  length  equal- 
ing diameter  of  eye,  at  base  of  caudal  equaling  | diameter  of  pupil.  Dor- 
sal beginning  slightly  behind  axil  of  pectorals;  distance  from  origin  of 
anal  to  tip  of  snout  ^ its  distance  from  base  of  caudal;  upper  lobe  of  pec- 
toral extending  slightly  past  front  of  anal,  the  lower  lobe  to  opposite  the 
vent;  rays  of  lower  lobe  partly  free;  dorsal  with  about  51  rays,  pectorals 
with  29.  Color  nearly  uniform  dusky  brownish,  lighter  on  snout,  belly, 
and  under  side  of  head;  mouth,  gill  cavity  and  peritoneum  white. 
Length  3 inches.  Bering  Sea  north  of  Unalaska  Island,  in  deep  water. 
(enrsvhi,  drawn  out.) 

Careproctus  eetenes,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  442,  Bering  Sea  north 
of  Unalaska  Island,  at  Albatross  Station  3331,  in  350  fathoms. 


788.  GYRINICHTHYS,  Gilbert. 

Gyrinichthys,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  444  {minytremus) . 

Teeth  simple,  not  tricuspid.  Body  attenuate  posteriorly,  as  in  Paralip- 
aris,  the  tail  scarcely  distinct.  Disk  small,  under  the  posterior  part  of 
the  head,  the  vent  immediately  behind  it.  Pectorals  without  anterior 
lobe,  the  rays  progressively  shortened,  none  of  them  exserted  or  with  free 
tips.  Gill  openings  reduced  to  a minute  round  pore,  well  above  base  of 
pectorals.  One  species  known.  (jrrJ/aZVo?,  tadpole;  fish.) 

2470.  GYRIMCHTHTS  MIMTREMUS,  Gilbert. 

Body  in  the  type  greatly  distended  with  eggs,  the  original  shape  difficult 
to  ascertain,  tapering  posteriorly  into  an  extremely  slender,  compressed 
tail.  Head  slender,  not  greatly  depressed,  the  depth  and  width  about 
equal.  Nuchal  region  not  elevated,  the  profile  rising  but  little  behind  the 
snout,  which  is  blunt,  with  almost  vertical  profile.  Mouth  very  small, 
almost  entirely  transverse  at  end  of  snout,  with  hut  little  lateral  cleft,  the 
angle  of  mouth  scarcely  reaching  vertical  from  nostril;  jaws  even,  the 
snout  very  slightly  protruding  beyond  premaxillaries.  Teeth  slender, 
acicular,  without  cusps,  the  inner  teeth  longest;  hands  of  teeth  very 
narrow,  with  hut  5 or  6 oblique  series  in  each  half  of  each  jaw;  the 
teeth  directed  backward,  but  scarcely  depressible.  Nostrils  without 
tube.  Eye  large,  in  total  interorhital  width,  equaling  length  of 
snout.  Gill  opening  a small  pore,  scarcely  larger  than  nostril,  well  sepa- 
rated from  upper  margin  of  pectoral.  Disk  of  moderate  size,  round,  its 
diameter  equaling  ^ length  of  head;  vent  close  behind  disk,  separated 
from  it  by  -5  its  distance  from  front  of  anal  fin.  Pectoral  small,  its  upper 
edge  on  a level  Avith  lower  margin  of  eye,  the  2 fins  converging  under  the 
throat,  the  anterior  rays  progressively  shortened,  all  included  within 
the  membrane;  dorsal  without  any  detached  anterior  portion,  beginning 
well  behind  the  head,  at  a distance  from  gill  opening  equaling  ^ length  of 
3030-^ — 57 
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head;  like  the  anal,  it  is  continuous  with  the  very  narrow  caudal  lin, 
there  being  no  notch  or  evident  separation  between  them;  distance  from 
tip  of  snout  to  front  of  anal  1|  in  distance  of  latter  from  base  of  caudal; 
dorsal  with  about  45  rays ; caudal  with  a very  narrow  base^  containing, 
apparently,  14  rays,  its  length  equaling  that  of  snout  and  eye.  Color  light 
brownish,  everywhere  dusted  with  minute  black  specks,  which  are  largest 
on  back  and  tail;  lining  of  mouth  and  gill  cavity  and  peritoneum  white. 
Eggs  large,  visible  through  the  abdominal  wall,  ai)out  mm.  in  diameter. 
Length  3 inches.  Bering  Sea,  north  of  Unalaska  Island,  in  350  fathoms; 
only  the  type  known,  {fimpoi,  reduced;  rpfjua,  aperture.) 

7n.in2/ircmMS,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Comm.  1893  (1896),  444,  Bering  Sea,  north 
of  Unalaska  Island,  at  Albatross  Station  3331,  in  350  fathoms.  (Type,  Xo.  48617.) 

789.  AMITRA,  Goode. 

Amitra,  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1880,  478  (liparina). 

Monomitra,  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  If  at.  Mus.  1883, 109  (liparina) ; name  changed  on  account  of 
the  prior  use  of  the  name  Amitrus. 

Body  elongate,  attenuate  backward,  covered  with  lax,  smooth,  slimy 
skin,  which  is  separated  from  the  body  and  fins  by  a filmy  mucous  inter- 
tissue. Head  small,  thick,  convex  between  eyes;  snout  convex,  protrud- 
ing; mouth  small,  horizontal,  the  lower  jaw  included;  teeth  small;  eyes 
lateral;  gill  openings  restricted  to  small  slits  above  the  base  of  the  pecto- 
rals, covered  by  the  very  small  opercle;  pseudobranchise  present,  very 
small,  no  barbels;  dorsal  and  anal  fins  many-rayed;  dorsal  continuous, 
almost  concealed  by  the  skin,  the  spines  scarcely  different  from  the  soft 
rays ; anal  similar  to  dorsal ; both*  connected  with  the  caudal,  which  is 
pointed;  no  trace  of  ventral  fins  or  sucking  disk;  pectoral  fin  very  broad, 
procurrent,  its  lower  rays  inserted  nearly  under  the  eye,  the  fin  emargi- 
nate;  vent  well  behind  head.  This  genus  is  of  very  doubtful  value,  the 
presence  of  ])seudobranchiie  alone  separating  it  from  Paraliparis.^  (d, 
Avithout;  pirpa,  stomacher.) 


2471.  AlIITR.t  LIPAIIIXA,  Goode. 

D.  67;  A.  54;  pectoral  23;  caudal  6.  Body  elongate,  compressed  pos 
teriorly,  A'ery  thin  at  tlie  tail,  covered  by  a thick,  lax,  slimy  skin. 
Head  small,  thick,  convex  between  the  eyes,  length  4^  times  in  Avidth,  /q- 

* The  following  word.s  of  Professor  Putnam,  written  before  the  discovery  of  Paychro- 
lutes  and  Lijiarididce  without  ventral  disk,  are  of  interest  in  this  connection  : “I  should 
put  the  family  of  G»biesocidce  far  away,  at  least  a suborder  off,  from  the  Cyclopteridce  and 
Liparididce,  which  are  far  more  closely  united  to  the  true  Cottidce,  re])resented  by  Cotti  s 
and  Hemitripterus,  than  to  either  the  Gobiesocidce  proper  or  to  the  Gobies  and  Blennies. 
In  fact,  ii'pai-is  has  as  close  affinities,  as  shown  by  its  skeleton,  with  Coitus  and  Hemi- 
tripterus as  Avith  Cyclopteriis;  and  we  have  in  the  three  groups,  represented  by  Coitus, 
Liparis,  and  Cyclopterus,  well-marked  families  of  thesame  suborder.  The  only  character 
by  Avhich  the  Cyclopteridce  and  Liparididce  are  closely  united  consists  inthe  peculiar  form- 
ation of  the  ventral  di.sk  by  the  union  of  the  Avntral  tins;  but  as  this  structure  is  simply 
brought  about  by  the  modification  of  the  rays  in  a manner  common  to  the  several  genera, 
and  not  by  any  marked  anatomical  ditference  in  the  structure  of  the  same  fins  in  Cottus, 
I can  only  look  upon  it  as  a generic  character  common  to  the  known  representatives  of 
both  families  of  CyclojAe ridce  and  Liparididce;  and  the  discovery  of  a representative  of 
either  family  Avith  ventral  fins  of  the  ordinarj*  form  would  not  necessitate  the  establish- 
ment of  a family  for  its  reception,  as  in  that  case  we  should  simply  consider  the  structure 
as  of  generic  value.”  (Putnam,  Proc.  Am.  Ass.  Adv.  Sci.  1873,  337b 
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of  the  total  length  without  caudal;  snout  convex,  protruding;  mouth 
under  the  snout  and  far  back  from  its  tip ; eyes  lateral,  I as  wide  as  the 
interorbital  area;  nostrils  in  front  of  the  eye.  Operculum  very  small, 
strap-shaped.  Gills  3^.  Pseud obranchi<e  present.  Teeth  weak,  paved. 
Dorsal  beginning  over  end  of  pectoral,  the  rays  and  outline,  as  of  the 
anal,  hardly  visible  through  the  skin;  anal  beginning  below  eighth  to 
tenth  dorsal  rays ; dorsal  and  anal  rays  closely  connected  with  those  of 
caudal,  which  are  larger  and  extend  in  a pencil-like  point;  ventrals 
absent;  pectoral  broad,  lower  base,  almost  below  posterior  margin  of 
orbit,  lowest  6 ra^’S  prolonged.  The  jugular  disk  can  not  be  found.  Color 
yellowish  white,  dusky  toward  the  tail  and  blackish  upon  the  anterior 
part  of  the  head;  abdominal  cavity  showing  black  through  the  skin. 
Length  5 inches.  Atlantic  Ocean,  off  Rhode  Island,  in  487  fathoms. 
(Goode.)  {liparina,  like  Liparis.) 

Amitra  liparina,  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  IN'at.  Mua.  1880,  487,  off  Rhode  Island  (Type,  No. 

26184.  Coll.  Fish  Hawk) ; Jordan  <fc  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  739, 1883. 

Monomitra  liparina,  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1883, 109. 

Paraliparis  liparinus,  Gunther,  Challenger,  Report,  xxii.  Deep-sea  Fishes,  68, 1887 ; Gar- 
man,  Discoboli,  r>2, 1892;  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  278, 1896. 


790.  PARALIPARIS,  Collett. 

Paraliparis,  Collett,  Vicl.  Selsk.  Forh.  Christiana,  14,  32,  1878  (bathybii). 
migendorfia,  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  280,  1896  (inemhranacea) . 
Amitrichthys,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List,  453,  1896  (cephalus). 

This  genus  differs  from  Careproctiis  chiefly  in  the  total  absence  of  the 
ventral  disk.  The  teeth,  so  far  as  described,  are  simple,  as  in  the  older 
individuals  of  Careproctiis.  Body  long,  slender  in  the  caudal  portion, 
covered  with  a loose,  thin  skin.  Vent  remote  from  the  anal.  Pecto- 
rals deeply  notched  or  divided.  Dorsal  and  anal  long,  and  confluent 
with  the  caudal.  Vertebra'  numerous.  Gill  rakers  3^.  Pseudobranchiie 
entirely  wanting.  Deep-sea  fishes  of  the  Arctic.  The  species  are  all  of 
very  recent  discovery.  They  vary  considerably  among  themselves,  and 
are  perhaps  divisibh'  into  2 or  3 genera.  Among  such  degenerate  forms, 
the  characters  usually  taken  as  generic  lose  their  value.  {Ttixpd,  near; 
Liparis.) 

a.  luscrtion  of  pectoral  low,  its  upper  ray  below  the  level  of  the  eye. 

Paraliparis  : 

h.  Gill  openings  rather  large,  the  gill  slit  extending  downward  to  opposite  middle 
of  pectoral ; head  large,  5 in  length ; depth  6.  D.  60 ; A.  54 ; pectoral  divided 
to  the  base,  its  lobes  wholly  separate,  its  rays  24;  lower  jaw  included. 

HOLOMELAS,  2472. 

Amitrichthys  (a,  without;  y-Lrpa,  stomacher;  Ix^vs,  fish.): 
hh.  Gill  openings  restricted  to  the  region  above  pectorals. 

c.  Head  very  large,  4^  in  length,  its  depth  at  occiput  4|  in  length,  twice 
depth  of  body  at  front  of  anal;  lower  jaw  projecting;  pectoral  rays  14, 
the  fin  simply  notched.  cephalus,  2473. 

cc.  Head  rather  small,  5 to  6^  in  length. 

d.  Pectoral  fin  divided  to  the  base,  its  lobes  separate;  lower  jaw  in- 
cluded; head  5 j in  length ; depth  4J.  rosaceus,  2474. 
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dd.  Pectoral  fin  more  or  less  deeply  notched,  not  divided  to  base. 

e.  Lover  jaw  projecting.  P.  16 ; D.  57 ; A.  43 ; head  5f  in  length ; 

depth  5|.  MENTO,  2475. 

ee.  Lower  jaw  included. 

f.  Pectoral  rays  31 ; head  in  length ; depth  6.  D.  65  ; 

A.  55.  COPEI,  2476. 

/f.  Pectoral  rays  30;  head  5 in  length;  depth  6^.  D.  56; 
A.  46.  DACTYLOSUS,  2477. 

Hilgendobfia:* 

aa.  Insertion  of  pectoral  very  high,  its  upper  rays  above  pupil;  lower  jaw  included; 
pectoral  fin  notched;  gill  opening  small;  head  5;  depth  5.  D.  65;  A.  60; 
P.  25.  ULOCHIK,  2478. 


Subgenus  PARALIPARIS,  Collett. 

2472.  PARALIPARIS  HOLORELAS,  Gilbert. 

Head  about  5;  depth  about  6;  eye  3f.  D.  58  to  61;  A.  54.  Head  very 
large  and  heavy,  with  very  broadly  rounded  snout,  and  much  swollen 
occipital  and  nuchal  regions,  the  highest  point  over  upper  opercular 
angle,  from  which  point  the  profile  descends  rapidly  backward,  though 
much  less  so  than  in  P.  cephaliis.  Snout  very  blunt,  evenly  rounded,  very 
slightly  projecting  beyond  the  mouth,  its  width  equaling  length  of  snout 
and  eye,  i length  of  head;  eye  f interorbital  width;  mouth  large, 
horizontal,  quite  at  lower  side  of  snout,  entirely  below  the  eye;  max- 
illary reaching  a vertical  slightly  behind  posterior  margin  of  orbit,  1|  in 
head;  teeth  acute,  arranged  in  oblique  series  in  each  jaw,  forming  a very 
narrow  band  in  mandible,  a broader  band  in  upper  jaw;  very  large 
mucous  slits  on  head,  5 forming  a series  from  tip  of  snout  below  eye  and 
across  cheek,  6 along  mandible  and  preopercle;  gill  slit  wide,  extending 
from  above  opercular  flap  nearly  to  middle  of  base  of  pectorals,  its  length 
2^  in  that  of  head;  opercle  forming  posteriorly  a narrow  angular  flap, 
projecting  above  base  of  pectorals  ; no  pseudobranchi* ; vent  below  oper- 
cular flap,  or  somewhat  in  advance  of  that  point,  nearer  to  base  of  pec- 
torals anteriorly  than  to  first  anal  ray;  pectorals  inserted  very  low,  the 
base  of  upper  lobe  vertical,  the  base  of  notch  and  lower  lobe  horizontal, 
the  upper  end  of  base  below  the  level  of  the  eye;  pectorals  with  2 wholly 
distinct  lobes,  the  interspace  without  free  membranaceous  margin,  the  skin 
of  abdomen  directly  continuous  at  this  point  with  that  of  shoulder  girdle. 
On  dissecting  off  the  integument,  however,  the  interspace  between  the 
lobes  is  seen  to  be  provided  with  2 or  3 short,  widely  spaced  rays,  as  in 
all  other  species  examined  by  us ; upper  lobe  loug,  reaching  beyond  front 
of  anal,  the  rays  close  set,  18  in  number,  included  in  the  membranes  to 
their  tips;  lower  lobe  consisting  of  5 or  6 slender,  almost  filamentous 
rays,  the  longest  reaching  front  of  anal,  all  of  them  free  to  the  base, 
without  connecting  membrane;  anterior  (lower)  ends  of  shoulder  girdle 
approximate,  the  rays  separated  by  a distance  equaling  ^ diameter  of 
pupil;  dorsal  beginning  above  base  of  pectorals.  Color  uniformly  black, 
including  fins  and  lining  of  mouth  and  gill  cavity.  Closely  allied  to  P. 


Xamed  for  Dr.  Franz  Hilgendorf,  ichthyologist  of  the  University  of  Berlin. 
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cephalus  and  F.  mcnto,  diftering  in  its  uniform  coloration,  its  more  infcri- 
orly  placed  horizontal  mouth,  and  the  distinctly  included  lower  jaw. 
Length  4 inches.  Bering  Sea,  north  of  Unalaska  Island,  in  deep  water; 
only  2 specimens  known.  (Gilbert.)  (oA'og,  entirely;  yUf'/la?,  black.) 

Paraliparis  holomelas,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  441,  Bering  Sea,  north 
of  Unalaska  Island,  at  Albatross  Stations  3308  and  3332,  in  406  and  1,625  fathoms. 
(Type,  No.  48637.) 

Subgenus  AMITRICHTHYS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2473.  PARALIPARIS  CEPHALIIS,*  Gilbert. 

Head  very  large,  high,  and  compressed,  the  upper  profile  descending  in 
a strong  convex  curve  behind  the  occiput;  body  tapering  posteriorly  to  a 
very  narrow  thread-like  tail.  Sides  of  head  vertical  or  inclining  inwards 
below.  Height  of  head  twice  height  of  body  opposite  origin  of  anal. 
Interorbital  space  transversely  rounded,  its  width  slightly  less  than 
length  of  snout  and  eye.  Eye  of  moderate  size,  4 in  head,  without  verti- 
cal range.  Mouth  oblique,  the  premaxillaries  but  little  below  lower 
margin  of  eye;  lower  jaw  longer  than  upper,  the  tip  protruding;  max- 
illary reaching  vertical  from  posterior  margin  of  eye,  slightly  more  than 
length  of  head.  Gill  slits  narrow,  confined  to  a region  above  the  base  of 
the  pectorals;  membrane  connecting  branchiostegal  rays  with  shoulder 
girdle  very  delicate  and  easily  ruptured;  vent  distant  less  than  a diameter 
of  the  orbit  from  this  point,  being  below  the  front  margin  of  the  preo- 
percle.  Teeth  in  narrow  bands  in  both  jaws,  the  teeth  of  the  bands 
arranged  in  oblique  series  running  outward  and  forward;  palate  tooth- 
less. Head  4|  in  length,  greatest  depth  (at  occiput)  4|.  Pectoral  small, 
with  about  14  rays,  the  upper  ones  closest  and  forming  a projecting  lobe, 
which  extends  backwards  to  beyond  origin  of  anal,  the  succeeding  rays 
shortened  and  wide  set,  and  with  the  tips  free  from  the  membrane,  the 
fin  somewhat  mutilated,  but  apparently  notched,  not,  however,  to  the 
base,  the  median  portion  having  wide-set  rays;  upper  margin  of  pec- 
torals on  a level  with  tip  of  lower  jaw;  dorsal  beginning  slightly  behind 
head ; first  ray  of  anal  under  eighth  of  dorsal.  Color  light  reddish,  the 
abdomen  blue  black;  inside  of  mouth  and  gill  opening  white.  In  the 
smallest  specimens,  2 inches  long,  the  color  is  dusky  on  head  and  body, 
and  on  inside  of  mouth.  Longest  specimen  3^  inches.  This  species  dif- 
fers from  Paraliparis  ( Hilgendorjia)  memhranaceus  in  the  structure  of  the 
pectoral  fins  and  their  much  fewer  rays,  in  the  position  of  the  vent  (below 
the  posterior  margin  of  the  orbit  in  memhranaceus),  the  different  outline  of 
head,  and  in  the  larger,  more  oblique  mouth.  In  none  of  the  specimens 
of  cephaliis  are  there  fin  folds  extending  forward  from  front  of  dorsal  and 
anal,  as  described  in  memhranaceus.  Alaska  to  California,  in  deep  water; 

* Dr.  Gilbert  later  records  several  more  or  less  mutilated  specimens  afterwards  taken 
north  of  Unalaska  Island,  and  near  Point  Reyes,  California,  in  depths  of  351  and  455 
fathoms.  In  this  species  the  pectoral  is  inserted  very  low,  its  upper  edge  entirely  below 
the  eye.  The  lower  jaw  shuts  within  the  upper,  buf  the  symphysis  protrudes.  The  dis- 
proportion in  size  of  head  and  body  is  more  exaggerated  in  the  young  than  in  adults.  In 
very  small  examples  the  head  is  almost  spherical,  diminishing  abruptly  to  the  very 
slendertail.  No  pseudobranchiie.  (Gilbert.) 
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several  speeimeus  in  284  to  685  fathoms  off  the  coast  of  California  and 
Oregon,  and  north  of  Unalaska.  {uEdtaXi),  head.) 

Paraliparis  cephalus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1891,  561,  off  California  and  Oregon, 
at  Albatross  Stations  2839,  2892,  3070,  and  3071,  in  284  to  685  fathoms. 

2474.  PARALIPARIS  ROSACEUS,  Gilbert. 

Head  small,  depth  4f.  D.  58;  A.  53.  Body  slender,  covered  Tvith 
lax  skin,  which  invests  also  the  fins;  month  transverse,  nearly  horizontal, 
the  maxillary  scarcely  vertical  from  front  of  pupil,  equaling  length  of 
snout,  31  in  head;  eye  4 iuterorhital  width,  5 in  head.  Teeth  in  lower 
jaw  pointed,  in  a single  close-set  series,  their  even  tips  forming  an  almost 
uniform  cutting  edge;  teeth  in  upper  jaw  apparently  paved,  the  jaw  pre- 
senting a smooth,  rounded  surface,  on  which  the  teeth  are  little  evident, 
hut  occasionally  presenting  sharp,  projecting  points;  lower  jaw  included. 
A series  of  conspicuous  mucous  pores  on  snout,  mandihle,  and  on  preoper- 
cle.  Gill  opening  a narrow  slit  above  base  of  pectorals.  Pectoral  fin 
divided  into  2 wholly  distinct  lobes  not  connected  by  intervening  rays, 
a space  without  rays  present,  equaling  diameter  of  pupil ; lower  lobe  of 
4 rays,  the  longest  f head,  inserted  under  preoperciilar  margin ; main  por- 
tion of  the  fin  with  about  15  rays  and  but  slightly  longer  than  the  lower 
lobe;  dorsal  beginning  behind  middle  of  pectorals,  its  distance  from  tip 
of  snout  4g-  in  length ; distance  of  origin  of  anal  from  tip  of  snout  equal- 
ing ^ standard  length;  vent  under  base  of  upper  pectoral  rays,  but  wholly 
behind  base  of  lower  lobe  of  pectorals,  its  distance  from  tiji  of  snout 
equaling  length  of  head  and  equaling  also  its  distance  from  origin  of  anal; 
no  trace  of  ventral  disk  or  fins.  Color  light  rose-red,  the  fins  and  head 
largely  jet  Idack;  abdomen  behind  vent  blackish;  peritoneum  and  lining 
membranes  of  mouth  and  gill  cavity  jet-black.  Length  5^  inches.  Ofl' 
coast  of  Southern  California,  (rosaceiis,  rosy.) 

Paraliparis  rosaceus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Miis.  1890,  93,  off  coast  of  California  at 
Albatross  Station,  2919,  984  fathoms;  Garmax,  Discoboli,  80,  1892. 

2475.  PARALIPARIS  MEMO,  Gilbert. 

Head  5f  in  length  without  caudal,  equaling  the  greatest  depth.  D. 
57;  A.  43;  pectoral  16.  Eye  a trifie  less  than  interorbital  width,  greater 
than  snout,  3 in  head;  mouth  oblique,  with  lateral  cleft,  the  maxillary 
reaching  slightly  beyond  the  middle  of  the  orbit,  4 as  long  as  the  head; 
chin  very  prominent,  the  mandible  with  a wide,  membranaceous  border, 
which  forms  anteriorly  a broad  free  fold  over  anterior  portion  of  base 
of  pectorals.  Teeth  in  both  jaws  comparatively  long  and  slender,  not 
tricuspid,  arranged  in  bands,  those  in  upper  jaw  at  least  in  oblique  rows 
as  usual  in  Liparids.  Nostril  with  a single  opening  and  without  tube. 
Gill  opening  but  little  wider  than  diameter  of  eye,  confined  to  region 
above  base  of  pectorals.  Pectorals  inserted  very  low,  their  upper  rays 
below  level  of  angle  of  mouth,  the  base  almost  horizontal,  and  the  ante- 
rior ends  of  shoulder  girdle  form  prominent  projections  below  tips  of 
mandibles,  fin  very  deeply  notched,  the  upper  lobe  extending  slightly 
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beyond  origin  of  anal,  the  shortest  middle  ray  about  ^ that  length;  a few 
of  the  lower  rays  elongate  and  partly  free  from  the  membrane,  the  longest 
equaling  the  length  of  the  upper  lobe;  middle  pectoral  rays  wide  set,  but 
no  rayless  interval  between  the  lobes;  pectorals  converging  to  immedi- 
diately  behind  symphysis  of  lower  jaw,  where  their  bases  nu'et;  anal 
opening  vertically  below  middle  of  orbit;  dorsal  beginning  a trifle  behind 
the  upper  angle  of  gill  opening,  the  anal  origin  under  its  eighth  ray. 
Skin  loosely  investing  the  head  and  body.  Light  reddish,  made  dusky 
b}^  minute  dark  dots;  abdomen  blue  black;  mouth  and  gill  cavity  light 
or  dusky.  Closely  allied  to  Paralipa7'is  ( HUgendorfia)  memhranaceus  (Giin- 
ther),  but  with  very  heavy  lower  jaw,  which  projects  beyond  the  upper. 
The  premaxillaries  are  high,  on  the  level  of  the  lower  rim  of  the  orbit, 
and  the  form  is  much  more  elongate.  The  pectorals  are  inserted  much 
lower,  and  the  vent  is  farther  forward.  Length  inches.  Off  the  coast 
of  Oregon  in  deep  water.  (Gilbert.)  (mento,  having  a projecting  chin.) 

Faraliparis  mento,  Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1891,  562,  off  Coast  of  Oregon  at  Alba- 
tross Station  3071,  in  685  fathoms. 


2476.  PARALIPAKIS  ( OPEI,  Goode  & Bean. 

Head  6:1^;  depth  about  6;  snout  3^;  eye  3L  D.  60;  A.  55;  pectoral 
17 -f  3;  caudal  10.  Snout  broad,  obtuse;  interorbital  width  eipialiug 
length  of  posterior  part  of  head;  nostril  about  midway  between  eye  and 
tip  of  snout,  in  a A'ery  short  tube.  FiA^e  large  mucous  pores  on  each 
side  of  snout,  3 smaller  ones  on  cheek  under  eye,  and  6 on  mandible 
and  edge  of  opercular  bones.  Teeth  minute,  Aulliform,  and  in  2 
series.  Gill  ojiening  a A^ery  small  slit,  edged  with  black  at  upper  angle  of 
pectoral.  Origin  of  dorsal  distant  from  snout  11  times  length  of  head; 
tip  of  pectoral  when  extended  about  under  second  or  third  ray  of  dorsal; 
anal  origin  under  ninth  or  tenth  dorsal  ray;  length  of  middle  caudal 
ray  lO^-  times  in  standard  length;  longest  pectoral  ray  equaling  ^ dis- 
tance from  snout  to  dorsal;  longest  ray  of  the  isolated  portion  of  the  fin 
equaling  that  of  middle  caudal  ray;  distance  of  vent  from  tip  of  snout 
nearly  e([ual  to  length  of  head;  Amenta  narrow  slit  placed  horizontally, 
directly  under  base  of  pectoral.  Pyloric  caeca  1 to  6.  Color,  anterior  half 
of  body  very  pale,  Avhitish;  posterior  half  A’-ery  light  brown;  snout,  chin, 
and  edge  of  gill  opening  and  region  about  the  A’ent  black.  This  sjiecies 
has  nearly  the  same  number  of  rays  in  the  dorsal  and  anal  as  are  recorded 
for  r.  bathyhius,  but  the  pectoral  has  17  rays  in  the  upper  portion  and  3 
in  the  lower.  The  jaAvs  are  shorter  than  in  F.  hathyhius;  the  form  is  more 
elongate  and  the  coloration  is  strikingly  difl’erent,  anterior  half  of  the  body 
pale,  almost  Avhitish,  while  the  snout,  chin,  and  anal  origin  are  black. 
Length  about  8 iuches.  The  eggs  of  an  example  a little  smaller  than  the 
type  have  a diameter  of  about  3 mm.  At  the  same  time  the  oA^aries  con- 
tain some  eggs,  which  haA^e  not  reached  maturity,  whose  diameter  is  only 
I mm.  The  stomach  is  a stout  subspherical  receiitacle,  its  greatest  width 
f of  its  length.  Gulf  Stream,  in  deep  water.  (Named  for  Prof.  Edward 
Drinker  Cope.) 
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Paraliparis  ropei,  Goode  & BEA^’^,  Oceanic  IcHthyology,  279,  fig.  253, 1896,  Gulf  Stream,  at 
Albatross  Station  2232,  in  39°  12'  17"  N,,  72°  9'  30"  W.,  in  520  fathoms.  (T3'pe,  Ko. 
35637.) 


2477.  PABALIPAEIS  DICTTLOSPS,  Gilbert. 

Head  5;  depth  61.  D.  about  56;  A.  about  46.  Shape  of  head  much  the 
same  as  iu  P.  ulochir,  the  suout  broadly  rounder,  slightly,  if  at  all,  over- 
lapping the  horizontal  mouth,  and  the  cheeks  vertical.  Occiput  and  nape 
not  conspicuously  swollen.  Lower  jaw  included;  maxillary  reaching 
vertical  behind  middle  of  pupil,  2f  in  head.  Eye  large,  3 in  head;  bony 
interorbital  space  5;  snout  44.  Gill  opening  a narrow  slit  extending  to 
opposite  third  or  fourth  pectoral  ray,  its  length  equaling  diameter  of 
pupil.  Teeth  acute,  in  narrow  bands  in  each  jaw,  each  band  made  up 
of  oblique  rows.  Opercle  produced  into  a pointed  lobe,  which  is  sepa- 
rated from  upper  pectoral  ray  by  a distance  equaling  diameter  of  pupil. 
Dorsal  beginning  slightly  behind  upper  base  of  pectorals;  pectorals 
inserted  lower  than  in  P.  ulochir,  the  upper  ray  on  a level  with  or  below 
margin  of  pupil;  as  in  P.  ulochir,  the  2 lobes  joined  by  a series  of  about 
8 more  widely  spaced  rays,  none  of  the  rays  is  free;  anterior  ends  of  the 
fins  meeting  under  throat  at  a point  vertically  below  the  pupil;  pec- 
toral rays  30,  of  which  about  10  constitute  the  lower  lobe;  upper  rays 
extending  beyond  front  of  anal,  but  the  lower  lobe  apparently  much 
shorter.  Vent  anterior  in  position,  its  distance  from  pectoral  symphysis 
4 its  distance  from  front  of  anal.  Each  of  the  types  has  lost  the  epider- 
mis. In  this  condition  the  head  and  body  are  light  or  slightly  dusky, 
except  the  eyes,  opercles,  gill  membranes,  and  abdomen,  which  are  black; 
gill  cavity  and  mouth  black;  probably  black  everywhere  in  life.  Very 
close  to  P.  ulochir,  but  with  the  upper  insertion  of  pectoral  much  lower, 
opposite  the  lower  margin  of  pupil,  and  the  head  and  body  much  more 
slender  and  elongate.  Length  about  34  inches.  Olf  Santa  Cruz,  Cali- 
fornia, in  deep  water,  (dactylosus,  ddxrvXoc,  fingered.) 

Paraliparis  dactylosus,  GmsERX,  Eept.  G.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  469,  pi.  34,  fig.  2,  off 
Santa  Cruz,  California,  at  Albatross  Station  3112,  in  296  fathoms. 

Subgenus  HILGENDORFIA,*  Goode  <fc  Bean. 

2478.  PARALIPARIS  ULOCHIR,  Gilbert. 

Head  about  5 in  length,  equaling  the  dejith.  D.  about  65;  A.  about  60. 
Snout  broad  and  short,  very  slightly  projecting  beyond  the  mouth,  the 


* The  subgenns  Hilgendorfia,  Goode  6c  Bean,  is  thus  defined:  “Liparids  with  large, 
high,  compressed  head,  whose  bones  are  exceedingly  thin,  cavernous  .jaws,  even  in  front. 
Vertical  fins  represented  by  broad  median  folds,  continent  at  the  posterior  end  of  the  body, 
where  the  caudal  is  represented  by  2 or  3 exceedingly  fine,  slender,  terminal  filaments. 
Pectoral  very  large,  broad  based,  with  membranes  fringed  po.steriorly  and  having  several 
of  the  lower  rays  free,  though  not  forming  a distinct  portion  of  the  fin.  Xo  ventral  disk. 
Vent  far  advanced,  opposite  hind  margin  of  orbit.  Gill  opening  as  in  Am,itra.  The  type 
described  by  Gunther  is  only  60  mm.  in  length,  and  he  remarks  concerning  it  that  it  is 
uncertain  whether  it  represents  a form  in  which  embryonic  characters  are  persistent,  or 
merely  an  early  stage  of  development.  Its  peculiarities  seem  sufficient  to  warrant  its 
being  set  apart  for  further  study  before  it  is  merged  with  Paraliparis.  It  is  named  for 
Dr.  Franz  Hilgendorf,  of  the  Royal  Zoological  Mviseum,  Berlin.”  (Oceanic  Ichthyology, 
280,  1896.) 
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distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  front  of  eye  4^  in  length  of  head.  Eye  large, 

3 to  31  in  head,  nearly  twice  the  bony  interorbital  width.  Differing 
from  other  Pacific  species  in  the  high  insertion  of  the  pectorals  and  their 
short  horizontal  limb,  and  from  P.  liolomelas  in  having  the  fins  not  divided 
into  2 separate  lobes.  In  general  appearance  greatly  resembling  P.  holo- 
melas,  being  also  uniformly  black  in  color,  having  the  same  broadly 
rounded  snout,  horizontal  mouth  with  included  lower  jaw,  and  prominent 
occipital  and  nuchal  region.  The  maxillary  reaches  vertical  just  behind 
pupil  and  is  contained  2do-  times  in  head.  Teeth  acute,  in  rather  broad 
bands  in  both  jaws.  Gill  opening  a narrow  slit,  restricted  to  area  above 
base  of  pectoral,  not  longer  than  diameter  of  pupil.  Opercle  forming  a 
short,  pointed  lobe  posteriorly,  which  touches  base  of  upper  pectoral  ray. 
The  head  is  denuded  of  skin,  so  the  nature  of  the  mucous  pores  can  not 
be  made  out.  Dorsal  beginning  above  upper  base  of  pectorals;  pectoral 
placed  higher  than  in  any  other  species  known,  its  base  describing  a 
gentle,  even  curve,  convex  backward,  horizontal  for  a very  short  distance 
anteriorly,  its  upper  end  above  level  of  pupil,  and  its  lower  anterior 
end  vertically  below  posterior  margin  of  orbit;  upper  and  lower  rays  of 
the  fin  fine  and  crowded,  the  middle  third  of  the  base  being  occupied  by 

4 or  5 more  widely  spaced  rays;  the  fin  with  25  rays,  of  which  9 belong  to 

the  lower  lobe ; upper  lobe  extending  beyond  origin  of  anal  fin ; none  of 
the  rays  free;  lower  anterior  ends  of  pectorals  closely  approximated, 
without  perceptible  interspace.  Vent  anterior  in  position,  a distinct, 
though  short,  anal  papilla.  Distance  from  vent  to  anterior  end  of  pecto- 
ral base  i its  distance  from  front  of  anal.  Longest  specimen  85  mm. 
Uniformly  black,  including  mouth  and  branchial  cavity.  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia and  Bering  Sea  north  of  Unalaska  Island,  in  deep  water.  (ovAo^, 
complete;  hand.) 

Paraliparis  ulochir,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TT.  S.  Fish.  Comm.  1893(1896),  441,  Gulf  of  California,  at 
Albatross  Station  3010,  in  1,005  fathoms. 


791.  RHINOLIPARIS,  Gilbert. 

Rhinoliparis,  Gilbert,  Kept.  TJ.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  445  (barbulifer) . 

Allied  to  Paraliparis,  from  which  it  differs  in  the  gently  produced  snout, 
which  much  overlaps  the  mouth,  and  bears  at  its  tip  a pair  of  barbels. 
No  sucking  disk.  Vent  anterior,  between  the  pectoral  fins;  pectorals 
deeply  notched,  continuous;  gill  openings  narrow,  mostly  above  the  pec- 
torals. Teeth  acute,  in  a broad  band  in  each  jaw,  arranged  in  oblique 
series  within  the  band.  Deep  sea.  (pzV,  snout;  Liparis.) 

2479.  BHIXOLIPARIS  BARBULIFER,  Gilbert. 

Head  5f ; depth  7 ; eye  nearly  3.  Slender,  compressed,  the  greatest  depth 
just  in  front  of  dorsal,  the  nuchal  region  not  greatly  swollen.  Body 
tapering  into  an  extremely  slender,  almost  filamentous,  tail.  Mouth  small, 
horizontal,  inferior,  overpassed  by  the  broadly  rounded,  very  soft  snout 
for  a distance  equaling  diameter  of  pupil.  At  the  tip  of  the  snout. 
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separated  by  a space  ^ as  wide  as  pupil,  are  2 barbels  directed  forward, 
each  as  long  as  the  interspace.  Maxillary  reaching-  vertical  from  posterior 
border  of  orbit,  2^  in  head ; bony  portion  of  interorbital  width  narrow,  f 
diameter  of  pupil;  gill  slit  narrow,  beginning  oj)posite  upper  pectoral 
rays,  f diameter  of  orbit;  no  pseudobranchife ; opercle  prolonged  i^osteri- 
orly  into  a narrow  pointed  flap;  round  mucous  pores  along  under  side  of 
snout  and  suborbital,  and  on  under  side  of  mandible.  Pectorals  of  2 lobes, 
the  lower  narrow,  containing  but  4 or  5 rays,  the  upper  with  about  1,5, 
1 or  2 rays  widely  spaced  connecting  the  2,  none  of  the  rays  free,  the  fin 
inserted  high,  the  upper  end  of  base  on  a level  with  upper  edge  of  pupil; 
below,  the  fins  are  not  approximated  as  closely  as  usual,  the  lowermost  rays 
of  the  2 fins  separated  by  an  interspace  as  wide  as  pupil,  inserted  on  a ver- 
tical through  middle  of  cheek ; dorsal  originating  slightly  in  front  of 
gill  slit.  Vent  anterior  in  position,  its  distance  from  front  of  pectorals  f its 
distance  from  front  of  anal  fin.  In  spirits,  light  gray,  dusky  along  bases  of 
dorsal  and  anal  fins  and  on  the  nape;  the  black  lining  of  abdominal  cavity, 
gill  cavity,  and  mouth  can  be  seen  through  the  transparent  integuments; 
eye  also  black ; barbels  transparent,  hence  very  inconspicuous.  Length 
about  3^  inches.  Bering  Sea,  north  of  Unalaska  Island,  in  deep  water. 
(barhula,  a small  barbel;  fero,  I bear.) 

Ehinoliparis  harhulifer,  Gilbert,  Kept.  U.  S.  Fish  Comm.  1893  (1896),  445,  Bering  Sea^ 
north  of  Unalaska  Island,  at  Albatross  Stations  3227,  3325,  3326,  and  others,  in  225 
to  576  fathoms. 


Suborder  CRAXIOMI. 

Scapular  arch  abnormal,  the  post-temporal  forming  an  integral  part  of 
the  cranium  and  the  postero-temporal  crowded  out  of  place  by  the  side 
of  the  proscapula  above  or  at  the  edge  of  the  post-temporal.  In  other 
respects  essentially  as  in  the  Loricati,  from  which  the  Craniomi  are  derived. 
The  suborbital  stay  characteristic  of  both  groups,  in  the  Craniomi  is  highly 
developed,  its  surface  forming  part  of  the  bony  armature  of  the  head. 
Fishes  mostly  of  the  warm  seas,  often  singular  in  form,  the  head  always 
with  a coat  of  mail,  {upaviov,  skull;  oJ/^og,  shoulder.) 

a.  Myodome*  developed  and  cranial  cavity  open  in  front;  prosetbmoid  and  anteal  nor- 
mally connected  by  suture.  Infraorbital  chain  with  its  anterior  bones  excluded 
from  the  orbit  and  functional  as  rostrolateral,  the  series  covering  the  cheeks,  the 
third  a large  buccal  bone  articulating  with  the  anterior  wall  of  the  preopercu- 
lum ; post-temporal  suturally  connected  with  the  opiotic  and  pterotic  by  inferior 
processes,  and  with  the  upper  surface  forming  an  integral  part  of  the  cranium ; 
iutermaxillaries  with  the  ascending  pedicles  atrophied  and  connected  with  the 
knob  of  the  anteal  by  ligament.  Postero-temporal  contiguous  to  the  proscapula ; 
ventral  rays  I,  5;  the  fins  inserted  wide  apart;  gill  membranes  free  from  the 
isthmus. 

fc.  Pectoral  fin  with  its  3 lowermost  rays  detached  as  feelers;  teeth  present. 

Triglid^,  clxxxiv. 

hb.  Pectoral  fin  with  its  2 lowermost  rays  detached  as  feelers;  mouth  toothless. 

Peristediid^,  clxxxv. 


* The  skeletal  characters  here  given  are  taken  from  Dr.  Gill.  (Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1888, 
567-592.) 


Jordan  a7id  Evermaiin. — Fishes  of  Noidh  A^Jierica.  2147 


aa.  Myoclome  undeveloped,  the  cranial  cavity  mostly  closed  in  front  by  expansions  from 
the  subtectals  suturally  connected  with  corresponding  expansions  of  the  pro- 
otics  and  the  parasphenoid ; prosethmoid  and  anteal  entirely  disconnected,  leav- 
ing a capacious  rostral  chamber  opening  backward  mesially  into  the  interorb  ital 
region.  Infraorbital  chain  with  its  second  and  third  bones  crowded  out  of  the 
orbital  margin  by  junction  of  the  first  and  fourth,  and  leaving  a wide  interval 
between  the  suborbitals  and  preoperculum ; the  first  very  long  and  extending 
backward,  the  second  under  the  fourth,  and  the  third  developed  as  a small  spe- 
cial bone  (pontinal)  bridging  the  interval  between  the  second  8uborl)ital  and  the 
antero  inferior  angle  of  the  preoperculum;  post-temporal  suturally  connected 
wnth  the  posterior  bones  of  the  cranium,  and  with  the  upper  surface  forming  a 
large  part  of  the  roof  of  the  head;  intermaxillaries  with  well-developed  ascend- 
ing pedicles  gliding  into  the  cavity  between  the  anteal  and  prosethmoid. 
Postero-temporal  distant  from  the  proscapula,  and  manifest  as  an  ossicle  on  the 
edge  of  the  post-temporal. 

c.  Pectoral  fin  divided  to  the  base  into  2 unequal  parts;  no  free  feelers;  gill 
membranes  broadly  joined  to  the  isthmus ; ventral  rays  I,  4,  the  fins  con- 
tiguous. Cephalacanthid^,  clxxxvi. 

Family  CLXXXIV.  TRIGLID^. 

(The  Gurnards.) 

Body  elongate,  usually  more  or  less  fusiform,  covered  with  scales  or 
bony  plates.  Head  externally  bony,  entirely  cnirassed  with  rough,  bony 
plates,  some  of  which  are  armed  with  spines;  eyes  high;  mouth  terminal 
or  subiuferior;  premaxillaries  protractile;  maxillary  without  supple- 
mental bone,  slipping  under  the  preorbital;  teeth  very  small,  in  bands  in 
the  jaws,  and  usually  on  vomer  and  palatines;  gills  4,  a large  slit  behind 
the  fourth;  pseudobrauchije  pre.sent;  gill  rakers  various ; gill  membranes 
free  from  the  isthmus.  Ventral  bus  thoracic,  wide  apart,  separated  by  a 
flat  area,  their  rays  I,  5.  Spinous  dorsal  present,  short;  soft  dorsal  simi- 
lar to  the  anal,  which  is  without  si)iues;  caudal  narrow,  few-rayed;  pec- 
toral large,  with  broad  base,  with  3 lower  rays  detached,  forming  feelers. 
These  free  rays  are  used  chiefly  in  search  for  food,  turning  over  stones, 
exploring  shells,  etc."^  Air  bladder  present;  pyloric  cajca  usually  present, 
few  in  number.  Singular  looking  fishes,  found  in  all  warm  seas.  Genera 
5;  species  about  40,  some  of  them  in  rather  deep  water,  these  red  in  color, 
the  others  living  about  rocks.  {Triglidce,  pt.,  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  191-210.) 

a.  Palatines  with  teeth. 

h.  Dorsal  spines  low,  the  longest  usually  much  shorter  than  head ; scales  moderate, 
50  to  80  pores.  J^RIONOTUS,  792. 

bb.  One  or  2 of  the  dorsal  spines  greatly  elevated,  about  as  long  as  body;  scales 
large,  rough,  the  pores  40.  Eellatoe,  793. 

ua.  Palatines  toothless;  scales  small. 

c.  Lateral  line  without  enlarged  bony  plates.  Chelidonichthys,  794. 

cc.  Lateral  line  armed  with  a series  of  transverse  bony  plates.  Teigla,  795 

* See  note  by  Albro  D.  Morrill,  Journ.  Morphology,  xi,  1895,  177. 
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792.  PRIONOTUS,*  LacepMe. 

(Gurnards.) 

Prionotus,  LACfipfccE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  m,  37,  1802  (evolans). 

Ornichthys,  Swainson,  Nat.  Hist.  Class’11  Pishes,  ii,  262,  1839  (punctatus). 

Chriolax,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TI.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1878,  374  (evolans). 

Gurnardus,  Jordan  <fc  Everjuann,  new  suhgenus  (gymnostethus) . 

Jordan  & E%^rmann,  new  subgenus  (earolinus). 

Body  subfnsiform ; profile  of  head  descending  to  tlie  broad  depressed 
snout,  wbicli  is  mucli  longer  than  the  small  eye;  eyes  close  together,  high 
up;  surface  of  head  entirely  bony,  the  bones  rough  with  ridges  and 
granulations;  scales  on  head  few  or  none;  preopercle  with  1 or  2 sharp 
spines  at  its  angle;  opercle  with  a sharp  spine;  nape  with  2 strong 
spines;  a spine  on  shoulder  girdle.  Mouth  rather  broad;  bands  of  small, 
almost  granular,  teeth  on  jaws,  vomer  and  palatines;  gill  membranes 
nearly  separate,  free  from  isthmus ; gill  raters  rather  long.  Body  covered 
with  small,  rough  scales,  which  are  not  keeled;  lateral  line  continuous; 
scales  on  breast  very  small.  Dorsal  fins  distinct,  the  fir.sjb  of  8 to  10  rather 
stout  spineSj  the  third  usually  highest,  but  mostly  shorter  than  head ; 
anal  fin  similar  to  soft  dorsal;  pectoral  fin  with  the  3 lower  anterior  rays 
thickened,  entirely  free  from  each  other  and  from  the  fin;  ventrals  I,  5, 
wide  apart,  with  a flat  space  between  them,  the  inner  rays  longest.  Pylo- 
ric cieca  in  moderate  number;  air  bladder  generally  with  lateral  muscles 
and  divided  into  2 lateral  parts;  vertebrie  10  or  ll-flS.  Species  numer- 
ous, all  but  1 being  American.!  Representing  in  America  the  Old  World 
genus  Trigla.  Some  of  them  in  deep  water.  They  are  well  defined  anc] 
easily  recognized,  but  vary  considerably  with  age,  and  are  not  easily 
thrown  into  subordinate  groups.  Most  of  the  characters  in  the  following 
analysis  have  been  taken  from  adult  individuals.  Young  examples  in  most 
cases  difter  from  the  adults  in  the  following  respects,  in  addition  to  those 
characters  which  usually  distinguish  young  fishes:  The  spines  on  thehead 
are  sharper,  more  conspicuous,  and  more  compressed  in  the  young,  and 
some  spines,  especially  those  on  the  side  of  the  head,  disappear  entirely 
with  age.  The  interorbital  space  is  more  concave  in  the  young.  The  pec- 
toral fins  are  also  much  shorter.  The  gill  rakers  are  longer  in  the  young, 
and  proportionately  more  slender,  and  some  of  the  color  markings — espe- 
cially the  darker  cross  shades — are  more  conspicuous,  while  the  spots  on 
body  and  fins  are  less  so.  (Ttpi'oov,  saw;  u^ro?,  back;  3 free  saw-like 
spines  being  said  to  intervene  between  the  two  dorsals.) 

a.  ^louth  comparatively  small,  the  maxillary  less  than  J the  length  of  the  head,  the  man- 
dible usually  not  extending  backward  as  far  as  the  vertical  from  the  front  of  the 
eye ; generally  a more  or  less  distinct  cross  groove  on  top  of  head  behind  eye ; black 
spot  on  spinous  dorsal  usually  more  or  less  distinct. 

Gurnardus  (from  Gurnard) : 

b.  Snout  distinctly  birostrate,  its  tip  deeply  emarginate;  anterior  profile  of  head 
strongly  concave;  pectoral  fin  very  short,  little  if  any  longer  than  head;  inter- 
orbital  space  deeply  concave. 


*For  a detailed  account  of  the  species  of  Prionotus  see  Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  TJ.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.  1886,  327,  et  seq. 

t The  single  species  found  outside  our  limits  is  Prionotus  japonicus,  Bleeker. 
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c.  Preopercular  spine  with  a smaller  one  at  base  in  front. 

d.  Center  of  radiation  of  cheek  with  a strong  spine,  there  being  4 spines  in  a right 
line  from  rostral  plate  to  preopercular  spine;  rostral  projections  very  nar- 
row; body  slender;  scales  small;  3 dorsal  spines  granulate. 

BIROSTRATUS,  2480. 

dd.  Center  of  radiation  of  cheek  without  spine ; 1 or  2 sijinules  below  preopercular 
spine. 

e.  Breast  and  belly  wholly  naked;  dorsal  spines  10  or  11.  gymnostethus,  2481. 
ee.  Breast  and  belly  witli  small  scales ; dorsal  spines  8 or  9.  xenisma,  2482. 

cc.  Preopercular  spine  with  no  smaller  one  at  base  in  front ; dorsal  spines  10 ; pores  50 ; 
body  with  olive  vermiculations  and  oblique  brown  bars.  loxias,  2483. 

Merulinus  {Merula,  a robin) : 

bb.  Snout  not  distinctly  birostrate,  the  anterior  profile  usually  not  strongly  concave. 

/.  Pectoral  fin  long,  reaching  past  front  of  anal. 

g.  Pectoral  fin  not  reaching  base  of  caudal;  gill  rakers  moderate,  8 or  10  developed; 
snout  not  strongly  emarginate;  no  spine  on  cheek  bone  or  edge  of  snout; 
dorsal  spines  10. 

h.  Body  not  very  slender,  the  depth  5 in  length;  head  not  very  small,  its 
length  3 in  body;  groove  across  top  of  head  behind  eye,  very  con-' 
spicuous;  interorbital  area  moderately  concave,  rather  broad,  about 
equal  to  diameter  of  eye;  bones  of  head  comparatively  smooth,  the 
preocular,  postocular,  occipital,  and  nuchal  spines  low,  depressed; 
temporal  ridge  conspicuous,  without  spines.  Dorsal  spines  low,  the 
second  2^  in  head,  the  first  moderately  serrate ; base  of  soft  dorsal 
equal  to  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  tip  of  humeral  spine;  caudal 
fin  lunate,  its  outer.rays  | to  J longer  than  inner;  pectoral  fin  some- 
what rounded,  the  longest  ray  about  the  fifth;  free  rays  of  pectoral 
expanded  toward  tip,  with  decurrent  membrane ; scales  rather  large; 
about  58  pores.  Body  and  fins  nearly  plain,  mottled  with  darker,  but 
without  well-defined  spots  except  the  dorsal  ocellus;  back  with  4 
obscure  cross  blotches;  2 or  3 oblique  pale  streaks  across  spinous 
dorsal.  Gill  membranes  dusky.  Young  with  head  rougher,  pectoral 
fins  shorter,  dark  spots  on  body  more  distinct.  carolinus,  2484. 

hh.  Body  very  slender,  the  depth  about  6 in  length;  groove  across  top  of 
head  behind  eye,  conspicuous ; interorbital  area  narrow,  deeply  con- 
cave, its  width  about  f the  diameter  of  the  eye ; bones  of  head  very 
smooth,  the  striations  very  weak ; spines  on  top  of  head  (preocular, 
supraocular,  occipital,  and  nuchal)  short  and  sharp,  not  depressed ; 
temporal  ridge  blunt,  without  spine. 

t.  Pectoral  short,  reaching  little  past  front  of  anal,  not  ^ length  of  body. 
Dorsal  spines  very  high,  the  second  1|  in  head,  the  first  moderately 
serrate;  soft  dorsal  high,  its  base  about  J longer  than  head;  caudal 
truncate;  free  rays  of  pectoral  a little  expanded  at  tip;  52  pores. 
Body  covered  with  roundish  bronze  spots  of  various  sizes;  smaller 
bronze  spots  on  the  head ; both  dorsals,  caudal,  and  pectoral  fins  with 
similar  bronze  spots,  these  especially  numerous  and  distinct  on  soft 
dorsal.  scitulus,  2485. 

ii.  Pectoral  longer,  reaching  past  middle  of  anal,  more  than  J body ; pores 
62 ; color  rose-red,  not  spotted ; pectorals  dusky.  roseus,  2486. 

gg.  Pectoral  fins  very  long,  reaching  base  of  caudal,  the  rays  graduated ; 50  pores  in 
the  lateral  line;  gill  rakers  shortish,  l-f-6  in  number;  body  rather  stout,  the 
depth  4 in  length;  palatine  teeth  few,  feeble;  caudal  subtruiicate ; second  dor- 
sal spine  longest,  ^ the  length  of  head;  first  spine  strongly  serrated  in  front; 
preopercular  spine  with  a smaller  one  at  its  base;  head  2^  in  length.  D.  X-12,- 
A.  11.  Body  with  4 faint  cross  bands  ; caudal  with  black  tip  and  2 paler  cross 
shades ; spinous  dorsal  with  small  dark  spots  besides  the  large  one ; soft  dorsal 
plain;  pectorals  clouded.  alatus,  2487. 
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PriONOTUS  : 

aa.  Moutli  comparatively  large,  the  maxillary  2 to  2J  in  the  length  of  head,  the  mandible 
extending  backward  to  opposite  eye,  or  nearly  so;  usually  no  distinct  cross 
groove  on  top  of  head ; free  rays  of  pectoral  tapering,  not  exi)anded  at  tip ; black 
blotch  on  spinous  dorsal  diffuse,  not  ocellated,  involving  the  membranes  of  more 
than  two  spines. 

.j  Preo])ercular  spine  without  a distinct  smaller  spine  at  its  base  in  front. 

A-.  Pectoral  fins  very  long,  reaching  at  least  to  beyond  the  second  third  of  the  soft 
dorsal. 

I.  Scales  rather  small,  about  75  pores  in  lateral  line;  head  large,  comparatively 

smooth,  the  interorbital  area  narrow,  concave,  not  § diameter  of  eye ; orbital 
rim  low,  scarcely  serrate ; preorbital  serrulate;  pectoral  fin  long,  reacliing 
middle  of  anal ; coloration  plain,  slightly  clouded ; form  rather  slender ; head 
2| ; depth  4i.  D.  X-12 ; A.  11.  miles,  2488. 

II.  Scales  moderate,  50  to  55  pores  in  lateral  line. 

m.  Head  large,  nearly  plane  above,  the  interorbital  space  scarcely  concave,  its 
width  equal  to  eye;  snout  very  short,  2^  in  head;  maxillary  2 J in  head, 
reaching  past  front  of  orbit;  bands  of  palatine  teeth  very  narrow;  bones 
of  head  smoothish,  little  striate;  gill  rakers  rather  long,  about  10  below 
angle ; first  dorsal  spine  slightly  rough  in  front,  the  third  spine  nearly  § the 
length  of  the  head;  caudal  slightly  concaA^e;  pectoral  reaching  ninth  anal 
ray,  its  outline  rounded;  scales  about  55.  Color  pale  olivaceous,  back 
and  sides  with  a few  dark  spots;  second  dorsal  Avith  3 rows  of  black  spots; 
caudal  Avith  3 rows  of  dark  blotches;  pectorals  with  round  dark  blotches. 
D.  X-12  ; A.  11.  STEPHANOPHRYS,  2489. 

mm.  Head  not  plane  above,  the  interorbital  space  more  or  less  concave ; dorsal 
spines  10. 

n.  Supraorbital  cirrus  wanting. 

0.  Pectoral  fins  moderate,  not  reaching  in  adult  beyond  dorsal  and  anal. 
p.  Interorbital  space  moderately  concave,  its  Avidth  nearly  equal  to  eye; 
orbital  rim  little  elevated ; preorbital  AA’ith  15  to  20  fine  serrai,  the  last 
one  directed  backAvard;  preopercular  spine  long.  quiescexs,  2490. 
})p.  Interorbital  space  very  narrow,  deeply  coucaA’e,  its  width  about  f 
length  of  eye ; rim  elevated  and  serrate ; preorbital  Avith  about  20 
small  serra?,  blunt  and  even;  head  well  armed;  snout  and  jaws 
AVhite.  ALBIROSTRIS,  2491. 

00.  Pectorals  very  long,  rea  ching  in  adult  beyond  base  of  dorsal  and  anal ; inter- 
orbital sjAace  moderately  concave,  its  width  about  | length  of  eye;  no 
cirrus  aboA  O the  ej'e ; distance  from  supraocular  spine  to  nuchal  scales 
about  equal  to  eye;  supraocular  and  nuchal  spines  Ioav;  occipital 
spines  Avanting;  temporal  ridge  sharp,  ending  in  a blunt  spine;  pre- 
orbital  projecting,  strongly  serrate;  a blunt  spine  on  each  side  of 
snout,  behind  serrae  of  preorbital;  a blunt  spine  behind  this  above 
angle  of  mouth;  no  spine  on  cheekbone  in  adult;  upper  opercular 
spine  almost  obsolete;  bones  of  head  rather  strongly  striate,  but  not 
granulate;  gill  rakers  short;  mouth  moderate;  scales  rather  large; 
about  52  pores.  D.  X-11;  A.  10.  First  dorsal  spine  not  much  shorter 
than  second,  Avhich  is  2^  in  head;  caudal  very  slightly  concaA^e;  ven- 
trals  reaching  a little  past  vent;  head  3;  depth  5.  Color  nearly  plain 
hroAvnish,  with  darker  clouds ; no  distinct  spots  anywhere  on  body  or 
fins;  the  pectorals  marbled  AAitli  paler.  rubio,  2492. 

nn.  Supraorbital  cirrus  present,  fringed.  Interorbital  space  very  deeply  con- 
cave, its  width  about  | length  of  eye ; a fringed  cirrus  above  the  eye ; 
distance  from  supraocular  spine  to  nuchal  scales  about  ^ the  eye;  occipi- 
tal as  well  as  nuchal  spines  distinct;  temporal  ridge  with  a small  spine; 
no  spine  on  cheek  bone;  bones  of  the  head  Avith  fine,  sharply  defined 
striae,  but  no  granulations;  upper  opercular  spine  well  developed; 
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scales  moderate  (about  50 pores).  I).VIII-13;  A.  11.  First  dorsal  spine 
longest,  1^  in  head;  caudal  subtruncate;  pectorals  nearly  twice  as  long 
as  head,  reaching  nearly  to  last  rays  of  dorsal ; ventrals  about  reaching 
to  vent;  head  3 in  length;  depth  4^.  Color  crimson  red,  nearly  plain; 
caudal  with  2 dark  cross  shades.  ophryas,  2493. 

jfcjfc.  Pectoral  fins  short,  not  reaching  beyond  middle  of  dorsal ; head  much  smoother 
than  in  any  other  species,  the  hones  of  the  head  faintly  striate,  with  small 
granulations;  the  cranial  spines  little  developed;  the  supraocular,  occipital, 
and  temporal  spines  wholly  wanting,  there  being  only  3 pairs  of  spines  on  the 
head;  mouth  large,  the  maxillary  2 in  head.  Gill  rakers  short  and  thick  in 
adult,  slender  in  young,  about  10  developed ; interorhital  space  concave,  rather 
broad,  its  width,  in  adult,  rather  more  than  length  of  eye;  first  dorsal  spine 
granulated;  caudal  slightly  lunate;  pectoral  subtruncate,  the  second  ray  the 
longest,  as  long  as  head  in  adult;  scales  large,  48  pores  in  the  lateral  line. 
Head  large,  2f  in  length;  depth  3f.  D.  X-12;  A.  11.  Color  crimson,  with 
darker  clouds  and  small  spots;  both  dorsals  with  dark  cross  streaks;  head 
and  pectoral  fins  conspicuously  reticulated  with  blackish  (in  adult) ; anal 
plain,  whitish ; free  rays  of  pectoral  unspotted.  stearnsi,  2494. 

jj.  Preopercular  spine  with  a distinct  smaller  one  at  the  base;  gill  rakers  slender. 

q.  Cheek  bone  without  distinct  spine  at  the  center  of  radiation ; edge  of 
preorbital  granular-serrate,  without  distinct  si>ine,  the  serrje  about 
12  in  number  on  each  side;  temporal  ridges  roughish  but  without 
spines;  bones  of  the  head  with  the  strim  coarsely  granular;  mouth 
moderate,  the  max  illary  about  2g  in  head;  head  not  very  broad,  the 
spines  above,  except  the  nuchal  spines,  not  conspicuous ; gill  rakers 
long  and  slender,  15  to  20  developed ; head  2|  in  length ; depth*about 
4.  D.  X-12;  A.  11.  Coloration  brownish ; side  with  a very  distinct 
dusky  bronze  band  below  the  lateral  line  and  parallel  with  it,  this 
becoming  broken  posteriorly  into  a series  of  roundish  dark  spots ; 
some  dark  streaks  and  clouds  below  this  stripe;  fins  with  dark 
clouds,  the  soft  dorsal  with  2 dark  blotches,  which  extend  as  bars 
on  the  back ; head  with  scattered  dark  spots ; dusky  area  below  eye. 

r.  Pectoral  with  its  rays  each  crossed  by  fine  black  bars,  these  especially 
distinct*toward  the  base  of  the  fin ; free  rays  spotted ; scales  com- 
paratively small,  10+1  + 23  in  a vertical  line  from  last  dorsal  spine 
to  vent ; interorbital  area  broad  and  almost  flat,  its  width  a little 
more  than  length  of  eye;  first  dorsal  spine  granulated;  second 
spine  2|  in  head;  pectorals  about  | the  length  of  the  body. 

STRIGATUS,  2495. 

rr.  Pectoral  fin  with  its  rays  all  plain  blackish;  free  rays  plain  dusky; 
scales  larger,  8+1  + 21  in  a vertical  line  from  last  dorsal  spine  to 
vent;  interorbital  space  more  deeply  concave,  its  width  in  adult 
not  quite  length  of  eye;  first  dorsal  spine  nearly  smooth ; second 
spine  3 in  head ; pectorals  a little  more  than  ^ of  the  body. 

EVOLANS,  2496. 

qq.  Cheek  bone  with  a spine  (small  in  the  adult,  larger  in  the  young)  at 
the  center  of  radiation,  this  rarely  obsolete  in  old  examples. 

s.  Spines  on  bones  of  head  moderate,  not  knife-like;  preorbital  with  a 
series  of  serrm  and  1 or  more  bluntish  spines. 

t.  First  3 dorsal  spines  little  if  at  all  serrate;  pectorals  reaching 
past  middle  of  anal,  their  length  not  quite  ^ the  body ; gill 
rakers  rather  long  and  slender,  about  10  developed;  maxil- 
lary 2f  in  head;  a bluntish  spine  on  edge  of  snout  behind 
the  serrm ; behind  this,  1 or  2 smaller  ones,  at  least  in  the 
young;  usually  a small  spine  on  cheekbone;  a shallow  groove 
behind  the  eye  evident;  interorbital  area  rather  narrow,  con- 
cave; preocular,  supraocular,  occipital  and  nuchal  spines 
rather  prominent.  Dorsal  spines  high,  the  third  2J  in  head; 


2152 


Bulletin  ^7,  United  States  National  Museum. 


first  spine  not  serrate ; caudal  truncate.  Head  24  in  length ; 
depth  2|.  D.  X-12;  A.  12.  Pores  about  50.  Back  obscurely 
spotted ; dorsal  and  caudal  fins  spotted  with  brown,  the  first 
dorsal  with  a black  blotch  besides;  the  pectoral  with  obscure 
dark  spots,  and  margined  with  blue.  pdnctatus,  2497, 

tt.  First  3 dorsal  spines  more  or  less  serrate ; gill  rakers  rather  long, 
about  8 developed;  maxillary  about  2f  in  head;  a groove 
behind  eye;  interorbital  space  narrow,  f eye;  third  dorsal 
spine  high,  ^ head.  D.  X-12;  A.  11.  Pores  50.  Color  brown- 
ish yellow;  spinous  dorsal  with  a black  blotch;  pectoral 
with  2 longitudinal  broad  dark  areas  separated  and  sur- 
rounded by  paler.  beanii,  2498. 

ss.  Spines  on  bones  of  head  elevated,  knife-like;  head  very  large, 
more  than  f length;  temporal  ridge  with  2 bluntish  spines; 
bones  of  the  head  very  sharply  striate;  young  with  4 sharp, 
knife-like  spines  on  side  of  cheek  and  snout,  in  a line  before 
the  preocular  spine,  these  nearly  disappearing  with  age ; maxil- 
lary about  2J  in  head;  sides  without  dark  longitudinal  stripe, 
tt.  Pectoral  fin  moderate,  about  ^ body  in  adult,  2^  in  young ; gill 
rakers  slender  in  the  young,  becoming  shorter  and  thicker 
with  age,  about  10  developed  on  lower  part  of  arch ; head 
broad,  the  spines  on  its  upper  surface  very  prominent,  all 
of  them  more  or  less"  compressed  and  knife-like,  especially 
in  the  young.  Second  dorsal  spine  2^  in  head;  head  2^; 
depth  4^.  D. X-12;  A.  11.  Body  brownish,  much  mottled 
Avith  grayish  and  dusky,  and  Avith  3 or  4 obscure  dark 
cross  bands ; head  and  dorsal  fins  with  many  dark  spots ; 
caudal  with  2 dusky  shades;  free  rays  of  pectoral  spotted. 

TBIBULUS,  2499. 

tttt.  Pectoral  fin  short,  about  3 in  body ; gill  rakers  long  and  slen- 
der, 5 developed ; scales  small,  100 ; spines  as  in  P.  tribulus, 
but  still  larger  and  more  knife-like,  much  larger  than  in 
any  other  species;  pectoral  fins  reaching  third  anal  ray; 
interorbital  space  broad,  little  concave,  about  as  wide  as 
eye.  Body  broAvnish ; no  black  blotch  on  spinous  dorsal ; 
soft  dorsal  and  caudal  barred,  pectoral  with  a broad  black 
band.  horbens,  2500. 


Subgenus  GURNARDUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2480.  PRIONOTUS  BIROSTRATUS,  Richardson. 

Head  3 ; depth  5.  D.  IX-12 ; A.  1, 10 ; C.  10.  Body  slender  and  elongate ; 
width  at  nape  between  costal  spines  5^  in  head;  head  long,  profile  before 
eyes  concave,  the  snout  with  a projecting  lobe  on  each  side,  the  lobe 
longer  and  narrower  than  in  any  other  species,  its  length  | eye;  a back- 
ward projecting  spine  at  base,  besides  numerous  retrorse  serrse  along  its 
sides;  surface  of  hones  very  rough;  mouth  small;  maxillary  barely  ^ 
head,  not  reaching  front  of  eye ; eye  4^  in  head ; interorhital  space  very 
narrow,  deeply  concave,  granular,  striate,  its  length  f eye,  7 in  head; 
orbital  rim  elevated,  with  a stout  spine  anteriorly,  before  which  are  3 or  4 
others  forming  a raised  ridge;  a stout  spine  aboA^e  posterior  part  of  orbit, 
another  behind  orbit;  still  another  on  the  occipital  beyond  ridge;  2 or  3 
blunt  spines  behind  eye;  a stout  spine  on  opercle  which  reaches  slightly 
beyond  base  of  the  still  larger  humeral  spine;  a stout  spine  on  preopercle 
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with  another  strong  spine  at  its  base;  another  before  it  on  radiation 
center  of  cheek ; another  on  the  preorbital,  tliesc  4 forming  a straight 
line  with  retrorsal  projection  and  all  of  them  hooked  backward;  no  curve 
across  top  of  head ; membranaceous  flap  of  opercle  not  scaly ; gill  rakers 
unknown;  scales  rather  small,  the  number  not  to  be  counted,  apparently 
none  on  breast,  the  naked  skin  of  breast  forming  an  acute  angle  behind;  7 
rows  of  scales  between  occiput  and  dorsal;  spinous  dorsal  rather  low,  its 
first  3 spines  serrate  in  front,  the  second  the  highest,  | head;  soft  dorsal 
with  first  row  serrated,  its  length  2^  in  head ; aiial  lower,  its  longest  ray 
2|  in  head;  caudal  truncate.  If  in  head;  pectoral  short,  its  middle  rays 
longest,  reaching  fifth  ray  of  soft  dorsal,  2|  in  body;  ventrals  1|  in  head; 
free  rays  tapering.  If  in  head.  Coloration  not  described;  body  and 
fins  in  figure  unmarked,  except  pectoral,  which  is  blackish  at  tip.  Gulf 
of  Fonseca;  known  from  a single  specimen  6.7  inches  long.  Here 
described  from  Kichardson’s  figure,  which  gives  details  not  mentioned  in 
his  description.  Apparently  a well-marked  species  with  the  spines  of 
Prionotus  horrens,  but  with  a small  mouth  and  rostral  beak  different  from 
that  of  any  other  species,  (birostratiis,  two-beaked.) 

Prionotus  birostratus,  Richardson,  Voyage  of  the  Sulphur,  Ichthyology,  pt.  2, 81,  April, 
1845,  Gulf  of  Fonseca,  west  Coast  of  Central  America.  (Coll.  Edward  Belcher.) 

2481.  PKIOXOTUS  OYMXOSTETHCS,  Gilbert. 

Head2f;  depth  3f;  eye  4 in  head;  snout  2 interorbital  width  10 ; 
pectoral  If;  ventrals  If;  second  dorsal  spine  2.  D.  X or  XI-10  or  11; 
A.  11.  Body  heavy  anteriorly,  tapering  rapidly  to  the  slender  tail. 
Head  large;  striaj  fine,  numerous,  searcely  to  be  distinguished  on  top  of 
head,  which  is  finely  granular ; snout  long;  profile  concave,  the  orbital 
region  abruptly  elevated;  preorbital  on  each  side  projecting  beyond  the 
mouth  in  a narrow  lobe,  which  is  usually  sharply  triangular,  the  2 
lobes  strongly  divergent;  free  edge  of  jireorbital  with  a row  of  very  fine 
seme;  anterior  nostril  with  a long  flap;  mouth  small,  the  maxillary  f 
length  of  head,  a naked  area  behind  it.  Eyes  very  prominent,  the  pre- 
ocular ridge  high,  bearing  1 strong  spine;  interorbital  space  very  nar- 
row, concave,  length  of  head ; a deep  transverse  groove  on  top  of  head 
behind  eyes.  Supraocular  spine  short  and  blunt;  occipital  and  nuchal 
spines  flat,  bluntish;  temporal  ridge  with  2 spinous  projections;  oper- 
cular, preopercular,  and  humeral  spines,  long  and  sharp;  preopercular 
spine  with  a very  strong  accessory  spine  at  base,  from  which  a low  ridge 
extends  forwards  to  middle  of  cheek,  where  it  ends  in  a weak  spine. 
Gill  rakers  1+7,  slender,  of  moderate  length.  Second  dorsal  spine  the 
highest,  the  first  2 spines  minutely  serrulated  in  front;  pectorals  very 
short,  f the  length,  reaching  but  little  past  front  of  anal;  caudal  slightly 
lunate.  Scales  very  small,  none  on  breast  or  bellj^,  the  naked  area  ex- 
tending upwards  behind  pectoral  fin  to  humeral  spine,  and  narrowing 
backward  to  front  of  anal;  region  in  front  of  spinous  dorsal  naked. 
Color  in  spirits,  brownish  above,  light  below,  the  dorsal  region  and  top 
of  head  often  with  small  dark  spots;  1,  or  rarely  2,  small  black  ocel- 
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latecl  spots  between  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  spines ; pectoral  mostly  dusky, 
light  at  base  below,  and  edged  with  white;  a dusky  blotch  on  outer  por- 
tion of  lower  caudal  lobe.  Gulf  of  California;  several  specimens  taken 
in  shallow  water.  Length  3|  inches.  Closely  related  to  Prionotus  xenisina, 
differing  conspicuously  in  the  wholly  naked  breast  and  belly.  (Gilbert.) 
{'yvfxy6<i,Ti3i'kQ&',  6rffQo<;,  breast.) 

Prionotus  gymnostethus,  Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1891,  559,  Gulf  of  California. 

(Coll.  Albatross.) 

2482.  PRIONOTUS  XEN1S3IA,  Jordan  & Bollman. 

Head  2i  to  2|-  (3  to  3^  in  total) ; depth  3^  to  3^  (4  to  4i) ; eye  4 in  head. 
D.  VIII-11;  A.  10;  scales  in  a longitudinal  series  60  to  70,  about  43 
oblique  series  between  gill  opening  and  tail;  35  to  40  pores  in  lateral 
line.  Body  short  and  robust,  little  compressed,  the  width  of  the  nape, 
between  occipital  spines,  6 to  64  in  head;  head  short  and  high;  eyes 
prominent;  the  profile  angulated,  concave  before  eye,  convex  above  it; 
snout  short  and  broad,  its  breadth  greater  than  its  length,  which  is  2|  in 
head,  its  anterior  margin  deeply  emargiuate,  the  preorbital  produced  on 
each  side  into  a broad,  triangular,  spiniferous  lobe,  which  is  nearly  equal 
to  I diameter  of  eye.  Surface  of  bones  of  head  finely  and  densely  granular 
striate.  Mouth  small,  maxillary  3 to  3|-  in  head,  not  reaching  front  of 
eye.  Band  of  palatine  teeth  rather  broad.  Interorbital  space  narrow, 
deeply  concave  and  granular  striate,  its  least  width  6 to  64  in  head ; 
orbital  rim  elevated,  its  edges  granular  serrate;  no  distinct  preorbital 
spine,  Avhole  edge  of  preorbital  finely  serrulate ; a groove  across  top  of  head 
behind  the  blunt  supraorbital  spine.  Occipital  ridges  present,  the  outer 
granular  and  not  spinous,  the  inner  rather  sharply  elevated  into  a short 
spine,  the  outer  rather  wide,  extending  to  second  dorsal  spine;  temporal 
region  with  an  elevated  roughish  ridge,  on  which  are  2 bluutish  promi- 
nences; preopercnlar  sjiine  large  and  strong,  with  a smaller  one  at  its 
base;  opercular  spine  long  and  sharp  ; humeral  spine  usually* larger  than 
opercular;  no  spines  on  suborbital.  Breast  scaly;  membranaceous  flap  of 
opercles  not  scaly.  Gill  rakers  short,  slender,  longer  than  interspaces, 
and  about  equal  to  f of  pupil ; naked  skin  of  throat  with  numerous  papillae ; 
scales  rather  small,  of  about  equal  size  on  breast  and  belly,  extending 
beyond  base  of  pectorals,  anterior  margin  forming  an  obtnse  angle;  3 
or  4 rows  of  rudimentary  scales  between  occiput  and  dorsal.  Spinous 
dorsal  high,  the  first  spine  longest.  If  to  If  in  head;  anterior  margin  of 
first  3 spines  with  numerous  granuhe;  second  spine  slightly  more  than  2 
in  head,  all  the  spines  stout;  longest  ray  of  second  dorsal  shorter  than 
snout,  3,1  in  head;  longest  anal  ray  3|  in  head;  caudal  slightly  lunate. 
If  in  head;  pectorals  quite  short,  reaching  fifth  ray  of  second  dorsal,  3 
in  body;  ventrals  reaching  anal,  1|  in  head.  Three  short  granular  inter- 
spinal  l)ones  projecting  through  the  skin  between  first  and  second 
dorsal,  the  anterior  less  robust  than  others.  Coloration  in  spirits,  grayish 
(probably  red  in  life) ; dusky  above  and  irregularly  mottled ; a distinct 
dark  spot  before  base  of  caudal ; dorsal  dusky,  with  a large  black,  ocel- 
lated  spot  between  fourth  and  fifth  spines;  dorsal  spines  with  a row  of 
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dark  spots  on  their  anterior  margin;  soft  dorsal  with  3 rows  of  dark 
spots;  pectorals  blackish,  a few  of  the  upper  rays  pale  on  the  inner  side; 
ventrals  and  anal  pale;  caudal  barred  with  dusky.  Length  4 inches. 
Pacific  coast  of  Colombia.  Very  many  specimens  dredged  at  a depth  of 
33  fathoms.  {^evi6noc,  a surprise.) 

Prionotus  xenisma,  Jordan  & Bolljian,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889,  169,  Pacific  Ocean 
off  coast  of  Colombia,  at  Albatross  Station  2795,  7°  57'  N.,  78°  55'  W.  (Type,  No. 
41151.) 


2483.  PRIO\OTUS  LOXIAS,  Jordan. 

Head  2|;  depth  3V  D.  X-10  or  11;  A.  10;  scales  about  50.  Body  stout; 
head  large,  rough ; mouth  moderate,  maxilla:^  not  reaching  front  of  orbit, 
2f  in  head;  eye  large,  3|  to  4 in  head;  snout  2^  in  head  ; opercular  spine 
strong,  nearly  as  large  as  preopercular  spine;  humeral  spine  small,  not 
^ as  large  as  either  of  the  others;  iuterorbital  area  narrow,  its  ridge 
evenly  concave,  its  width  2|-  in  eye;  preopercular  spine  without  smaller 
one  in  front ; no  spine  at  center  of  radiation  of  cheek ; preorbital  edge 
prominent,  finely  denticulated;  supraorbital  ridge  prominent,  with  a 
bluntish  spine  before  and  behind;  a transverse  groove  on  head  behind 
eye;  snout  broad,  slightly  emargiuate  at  tip,  the  rostral  plates  not  much 
projecting,  their  edges  sharply  and  finely  serrate,  with  10  to  12  serrae; 
occipital  ridges  a short  distance  behind  supraorbital  ones,  ending  in  a 
bluntish  spine,  as  also  the  nuchal  ridges.  Teeth  on  jaws,  vomer,  and  pal- 
atines in  bands;  lower  jaw  included;  base  of  mandible  below  front  of 
orbit;  bones  of  cheeks  and  opercles  with  strong  striae,  the  rest  of  the 
bones  of  the  head  roughish.  Gill  rakers  short,  about  10  below  the  angle, 
the  anterior  ones  tubercle-like;  breast  closely  scaled.  Pectorals  short, 
3^  to  3|  in  the  length  of  the  body,  scarcely  longer  than  longest  detached 
ray,  their  tips  reaching  about  third  ray  of  anal  fin,  length  3^  in  the  body; 
A'entrals  long,  their  tips  almost  reaching  tips  of  pectorals.  If  in  head; 
first  dorsal  spine  the  longest,  its  length  If  in  head,  serrate  in  front;  first 
dorsal  ray  slightly  serrulate  at  base,  its  length  3 in  head ; longest  anal 
ray  4 in  head;  caudal  fin  lunate,  with  pointed  lobes.  If  in  head.  Color, 
brownish  above,  grayish  below;  head  and  anterior  parts  more  or  less  dis- 
tinctly vermiculated  with  dark  olivaceous,  these  markings  especially 
distinct  on  bones  of  head;  sides  with  6 to  15  narrow  brown  oblique  bands 
extending  downward  and  backward  from  the  lateral  line  about  halfway 
to  anal  fin,  these  obsolete  or  less  conspicuous  on  anterior  portion  of  the 
body;  both  dorsals  mottled  with  olive;  caudal  with  3 broad  blackish 
bars  which  do  not  cross  the  upper  and  lower  ray,  the  last  bar  broad  and 
very  conspicuous;  upper  ray  of  caudal  dark  olive;  no  black  spot  at  base 
of  caudal;  anal  and  ventrals  white;  pectorals  blackish,  faintly  barred 
with  darker  and  margined  with  white.  Pacific  coast  of  Central  America. 
Here  described  from  many  specimens,  3 to  6 inches  long,  from  Albatross 
Station  2805,  where  it  occurs  with  Frionotus  xenisma,  but  more  abundantly 
than  the  latter.  It  has  not  yet  been  seen  elsewhere.  This  species  resem- 
bles Prionotus  xenisma  very  closely.  It  is,  however,  a little  more  elongate, 
with  rather  smaller  scales,  the  snout  longer,  the  caudal  fin  barred,  the 
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body  more  vermiculate  and  with  oblique  bars,  and  no  distinct  dark  spot 
at  base  of  caudal.  There  is  no  trace  of  a second  spine  at  the  base  of  the 
large  preopercular  spine,  and  the  humeral  spine  is  much  smaller  than  the 
opercular.  Both  have  the  snout  somewhat  birostrate,  the  forehead  and 
eyes  very  prominent,  and  the  pectorals  very  short.  The  projection  of  the 
lobes  of  the  snout  is,  however,  much  less  than  in  Frionotiis  hirostratus, 
with  which  species  the  present  one  was  at  first  identified.  (Ao|za:?, 
oblique,  from  the  cross  bars.) 

Prionotus  hirostratus,  Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889, 170 ; not  of  Kichard- 

SON. 

Prionotus  loxias,  Jordan,  in  Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1896, 452,  at  Albatross  Station 
2805,  south  of  Panama,  in  51^  fathoms.  (Type,  No.  47580,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. ; cotype. 
No.  165,  L.  S.  Jr.  Univ.  Mus.) 

Subgenus  MERULINUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

2484.  PRIONOTUS  CAROLINUS  (Linnaeus). 

(Common  Gurnard;  Red-winged  Sea-Robin.) 

Head  3;  depth  5.  D.  X-13;  A.  12;  scales  58.  Body  not  very  slender; 
head  moderate ; mouth  comparatively  small,  the  maxillary  about  3 in  head, 
the  mandible  not  reaching  vertical  from  front  of  eye ; groove  across  top  of 
head  behind  eye,  very  conspicuous ; interorbital  area  moderately  concave, 
rather  broad,  about  equal  to  diameter  of  eye ; bones  of  head  comparatively 
smooth,  the  preocular,  postocular,  occipital  and  nuchal  spines  low, 
depressed;  temporal  ridge  conspicuous,  without  spines;  1 or  2 small 
spinules  on  lower  edge  of  preopercle,  below  the  preopercular  spine;  preo- 
percular spine  with  no  smaller  one  at  its  base  in  front;  pectoral  fin  shorty 
reaching  little  past  front  of  anal,  its  length  less  than  A the  body ; gill 
rakers  of  moderate  length,  about  10  developed ; no  spine  on  cheek  bone 
or  on  sides  of  snout.  Dorsal  spines  low,  the  second  2^  in  head,  the 
first  moderately  serrate ; base  of  soft  dorsal  equal  to  distance  from  tip  of 
snout  to  tip  of  humeral  spine ; caudal  fin  lunate,  its  outer  rays  i to  ^ longer 
than  inner ; pectoral  fin  somewhat  rounded,  rather  short,  not  reaching  last 
ray  of  anal  and  not  more  than  ^ the  length  of  the  body;  the  longest  ray 
about  the  fifth ; free  rays  of  pectoral  expanded  toward  tip,  with  decur- 
rent membrane;  scales  rather  large,  about  58  pores.  Body  and  fins  nearly 
plain,  mottled  with  darker,  but  without  well-defined  spots  except  the  dor- 
sal ocellus ; back  with  4 obscure  cross  blotches ; 2 or  3 oblique  pale  streaks 
across  spinous  dorsal ; gill  membranes  dusky.  Young  with  head  rougher, 
pectoral  fins  shorter,  dark  spots  on  body  more  distinct.  Coast  of  Maine 
to  South  Carolina,  chiefly  northward;  very  abundant  on  the  coasts  of 
southern  New  England  and  New  York,  but  rarely  taken  as  far  south  as 
Charleston.  Our  specimens  are  from  Menemsha  Bight,  Marthas  Vineyard. 
{carolinus,  from  Carolina.) 

Trigla  Carolina,  Linn.®us,  Mantissa,  176,  528,  Carolina. 

Trigla  palmipes,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  New  York  1814,  431,  pi.  4,  fig.  5, 
New  York  Harbor. 

Prionotus  pilatus,  Storer,  Proc.  Bost.  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  ii,  1845,  77,  Massachusetts  Bay, 
adult  specimens;  Storer,  Hist.  Eisli.  Mass.,  68,  pi.  6,  fig.  1,  1867;  Goode  & Bean, 
Bull.  Essex  Inst.,  xi,  12,  1879. 
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Prionotus  car olinus,  CwmR  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  i^at.  Poiss.,  iv,  90,  1829;  Stoker, 
Keport  Fishes  Mass.,  14,  1839;  De  Hay,  FTew  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  46,  pi.  5,  fig.  15, 
1842;  Aybes,  Best.  Journ.  Hat.  Hist.,  iv,  1842,  258;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ll,  192,  I860;  Gill^ 
Cat.  Fish.  East  Coast  H.  Am.,  21,  1873;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Hat.  Mus. 
1878,  373;  Bean,  Proc.  H.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1880,  84;  Goode  & Bean,  Bull.  Essex  Inst.,  xi, 
12, 1879;  Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886,  333. 

Prionotus  palmipes,  Storer,  Hist.  Fish.  Mass.,  66,  pi.  5,  fig.  1,  1867;  Jordan  & Gilbert, 
Proc. IT.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1883,  614;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  734,  1883;  Goode, Hat. 
Hist.  Aquatic  Animals,  255,  pi.  71,  1884 ; Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  468, 
1896. 


2485.  PRIONOTUS  SCITULUS,  Jordan. 

Hea(12|to3f;  depth  5^  to  6^.  D.X-13;  A.  12;  scales  rather  small,  about 

60 ; 52  pores ; body  much  slenderer  than  in  any  other  species ; head  small, 
low,  rather  pointed.  Snout  rather  long,  a little  shorter  than  rest  of  head, 
its  width  between  angles  of  mouth  about  2\  in  head.  Maxillary  not  reach- 
ing front  of  eye,  2f  in  head.  Sides  of  snout  finely  and  evenly  serrate ; 
mouth  comparatively  small,  the  maxillary  less  than  f the  length  of  the 
head ; groove  across  top  of  head  behind  eye,  little  conspicuous ; interor- 
bital area  narrow,  deeply  concave,  its  width  about  f the  diameter  of  the 
eye;  bones  of  the  head  very  smooth,  the  striations  very  weak;  spines  on 
top  of  head  preocular,  supraocular,  occipital,  and  nuchal)  short  and 
sharp,  not  depressed;  temporal  ridge  blunt,  without  spine;  1 or  2 small 
spinules  on  lower  edge  of  preopercle,  below  the  preopercular  spine;  dor- 
sal spines  very  higli,  the  second  1|  in  head,  the  first  moderately  serrate; 
soft  dorsal  high,  its  base  about  J longer  than  head;  caudal  truncate,  its 
third  ray  longest,  the  others,  to  the  tenth,  little  shorter;  free  rays  of  pec- 
toral a little  expanded  at  tip;  scales  rather  small.  Bands  of  palatine 
teeth  narrow.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slender.  Pectoral  in  male  2^  to  2|-  in 
body,  in  female  scarcely  more  than  ^ length  of  body,  reaching  to  base  of 
fifth  or  sixth  dorsal  ray.  Coloration  of  female  in  life,  dark  olive  above; 
back  and  sides  covered  with  numerous  round  spots  of  different  sizes,  and 
not  arranged  in  series,  these  spots  bronze  color  in  life,  becoming  brownish 
after  death;  spinous  dorsal  dusky,  wuth  lighter  streaks;  a distinct  black 
spot  on  upper  half  of  spinous  dorsal,  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  spine, 
this  .spot  being  ocellated  below  and  behind;  a second  black  blotch  on 
upper  half  of  first  spine  and  membrane,  also  ocellated  behind;  second 
dorsal  and  caudal  spotted  and  finally  blotched  with  black ; anal  largely 
black,  with  a pinkish  border;  pectorals  blackish;  ventrals  pale;  branchi- 
ostegals  pinkish.  Male  in  life,  light  olive  brown,  with  4 saddle-like  dark 
blotches  on  back,  1 downward  and  forward  from  middle  of  spinous  dorsal  to 
humeral  spine ; a second  from  front  of  soft  dorsal ; a third  from  end  of  dor- 
sal dowuiward  and  forward  to  below  lateral  line,  thence  continued  forward 
as  a narrow  horizontal  streak;  a fourth  on  caudal  peduncle;  sides  every- 
where with  reddish  brown  spots,  as  in  the  female ; opercle  reddish  brown ; 
branchiostegal  membrane  and  palatine  region  largely  jet-black ; spinous 
dorsal  olive  brown,  with  2 . irregular,  lengthwise,  translucent  streaks  and 
an  intense  well-defined  black  spot  on  membrane  above,  between  fourth 
and  fifth  spines;  second  dorsal  olive  brown,  veriniculated  with  whitish 
translucent,  and  without  round  sjiots ; caudal  reddish  brown,  blackish 
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toward  tij),  witli  a conspicuous,  white,  longitudinal  streak  ou  upper  lobe; 
anal  blackish,  with  white  base  and  margin ; pectoral  dark  brown,  irregu- 
larly barred  and  blotched  with  greenish  and  light  brown;  free  rays  of 
pectorals  and  inner  face  of  ventrals  dusky,  tinged  with  orange.  South 
Atlantic  coast  of  United  States,  Beaufort  to  St.  Augu.stine;  a very  well- 
marked  si^ecies,  rather  common  within  the  region  from  which  it  is  known. 
Length  5 to  6 inches,  (scituliis,  slender.) 

Prionotus  punctatus,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1878,  373;  Goode,  Proc. 
IT.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1879,  111;  Goode  6c  Bean,  Proc.  IJ.  S.  If  at.  Mus.  1879,  338;  Jordan  & 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  734, 1883 ; not  Trigla  punctata,  Bloch. 

Prionotus  scitulus,  Jordan  Sc  Gilbert,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  If  at.  Mus.  1882,  288,  Beaufort  (Coll.  Jor- 
dan, Braj'ton  & Gilbert) ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Xat.  Mus.  1882,  614;  Jordan, 
Cat.  Fish.  If.  A.,  114, 1885;  Jordan  Sc  Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886, 333. 


2486.  PRIOXOXrS  ROSEUS,  Jordan  Sc  Evermann. 

Head  in  length  (4  with  caudal);  depth  6 (74);  eye  moderate,  51  in 
head.  D.  X-12;  A.  12;  scales  (transverse  series)  65  to  70;  pores  in  lateral 
line  60  to  65.  Allied  to  Prionotus  scitulus.  Body  quite  slender,  little  com- 
pressed, narrowed  above,  width  of  nape  between  occipital  spines  being 
about  4-  of  liead;  head  quite  short  and  rather  high;  eyes  prominent,  so 
that  the  anterior  profile  forms  a sharp  angle  at  front  of  eye,  and  is  some- 
what concave;  snout  rather  narrow,  2^  in  head,  its  tip  somewhat  emargi- 
nate;  edges  of  snout  finely  serrulate  and  without  spine ; surface  of  bones 
of  head  comparatively  smooth,  the  small  granulations  arranged  in  distinct, 
fine,  radiating  striae.  Mouth  small,  the  maxillary  Bf  in  head,  the  man- 
dible not  quite  reaching  front  of  orbit;  band  of  palatine  teeth  narrow. 
Apparently  a slight  cirrus  above  eye,  on  one  side,  in  typical  example, 
possibly  a result  of  mutilation.  Interorbital  space  narrow,  deeply  con- 
cave, its  least  width  74  in  head;  orbital  rim  considerably  elevated,  both 
in  front  and  behind,  its  edge  granular  serrate;  a shallow  groove  across 
top  of  head  behind  orbital  rim,  which  does  not  end  in  a distinct  spine; 
occipital  ridges  weak,  the  inner  jiair  without  spines,  the  outer  with  short 
ones  which  reach  somewhat  beyond  front  of  dorsal;  temporal  region  with 
an  elevated  roughish  ridge,  but  without  distinct  spine;  preopercle  with  a 
single  moderate  spine,  which  has  no  smaller  one  at  its  base,  either  in  front 
or  below;  opercular  spines  small  and  sharp;  humeral  spine  moderate;  no 
trace  of  spines  on  suborbital  or  preorbital,  the  head  being  provided  with 
but  5 pairs  of  spines,  including  the  humeral  spine ; membranaceous  flap  of 
opercle  scaly.  Gill  rakers  short  and  thickish,  about  8 developed,  these 
little  longer  than  the  interspaces,  and  not  4 length  of  pupil  and  nearly  4 
as  broad  as  high.  Scales  small,  those  on  breast  much  reduced  in  size, 
about  12  between  occiput  and  dorsal.  Spinous  dorsal  high,  the  first  spine 
serrulate  in  front,  shorter  than  the  second,  which  is  If  in  head.  (Second 
dorsal  and  anal  mutilated.)  Caudal  slightly  and  unequally  lunate,  the 
lower  lobe  the  longer,  I4  in  head;  pectoral  reaching  nearly  to  last  rays  of 
dorsal,  a little  more  than  4 length  of  body;  ventrals  as  long  as  head. 
Coloration  in  spirits,  grayish,  unspotted,  more  dusky  above;  dorsal  dusky. 
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with  no  very  distinct  markings ; caudal  fill  yellowish,  marked  at  base  with 
dusky,  its  tip  black;  pectorals  mostly  black;  lower  fins  pale.  In  life  the 
type  was  chiefly  pinkish  red,  which  color  still  persists  on  the  inside  of 
opercles.  Deep  waters  of  Gulf  of  Mexico,  known  only  from  the  ‘‘  spewings” 
of  Red  Groupers,  on  the  Snapper  Banks  off  Tampa  Bay  and  Pensacola. 
Length  of  type  6^  inches,  (roseus,  rose  red. ) 

Prionotus  scituhis,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  1882,  288,  mutilated  specimen 
from  Pensacola ; not  type. 

Prionotus  roseus,  Jordan  <fc  Evermann,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  ^tus.  188G,  470,  off  Tampa  Bay, 
Florida.  (Type,  No.  37989;  Coll.  Clias.  H.  Bollman.) 


2487.  PRIO\OTUS  ALATUS,  Goode  & Bean. 

Head  2|;  depth  4.  D.X-i2;  A.  11;  caudal  3-7 +5-4;  pectoral  13  + 3; 

ventrals  I,  5;  lateral  line  about  100;  tube-bearing  scales  about  50.  Body 
normal  in  form,  rather  robust;  its  greatest  width  } its  greatest  length 
without  caudal;  least  height  of  tail  contained  12  times,  or  nearly  so,  in 
the  standard  body  length,  and  3 times  in  height  of  body.  The  num- 
ber of  rows  of  scales,  counting  diagonally  around  the  body  from  origin  of 
anal,  is  21  below  and  7 above  the  lateral  line.  Width  of  head  equal  to  its 
height;  upper  limb  of  orbit  encroaching  upon  the  upper  profile  of  head, 
the  center  of  the  pupU  equidistant  from  tip  of  snout  and  tip  of  the  pro- 
longed preopercular  spine ; length  of  snout  measured  obliquely  from  ante- 
rior margin  of  orbit  equal  to  that  of  the  postorbital  portion  of  head  to 
end  of  opercular  spine;  a robust  spine  at  lower  angle  of  preoperculum, 
curving  slightly  upward,  the  length  equal  to  that  of  first  dorsal  ray; 
this  spine  serrated  upon  its  outer  edge,  and  with  a small  spine  at  its 
base  Avhich  is  also  serrated;  the  tip  of  the  spine  extending  to  perpen- 
dicular from  center  of  the  interspace  between  third  and  fourth  dorsal 
spines,  while  that  of  the  humeral  spine  extends  to  the  perpendicular 
from  the  interspace  between  the  fourth  and  fifth,  and  that  of  the  oper- 
cular to  the  perpendicular  from  the  center  of  base  of  third;  a strong 
scapular  spine  extends  back  to  the  posterior  edge  of  the  second  dorsal 
spine.  Length  of  upper  jaw  equal  to  ^ that  of  head.  Palatine  teeth 
in  short  feeble  bands,  hardly  perceptible,  even  with  a strong  magni- 
fying  glass.  Gill  rakers  6,  besides  several  rudimentary  ones,  5 being 
below  the  angle,  and  the  longest  equal  in  length  to  ^ diameter  of  eye. 
First  dorsal  fin  inserted  above  tip  of  upper  opercular  spine  and  at  a dis- 
tance from  snout  equal  to  twice  length  of  the  fourth  dorsal  spine,  height 
of  first  dorsal  spine,  which  is  equal  to  that  of  the  third  and  slightly  less 
than  that  of  the  second,  equal  to  | length  of  head,  its  anterior  margin 
strongly  serrated,  while  those  of  the  second  and  third  spines  are  less 
markedly  so;  length  of  base  of  first  dorsal  equal  to  greatest  height  of 
body;  the  distance  between  its  insertion  and  that  of  second  dorsal  fin 
equal  to  the  length  of  the  longest  and  superior  detached  pectoral  ray; 
second  dorsal  fin  inserted  in  the  perpendicular  over  the  interspace  between 
the  second  and  third  anal  rays,  the  length  of  its  longest  ray  equaling  twice 
the  least  height  of  tail,  and  the  length  of  its  base  equaling  the  greatest 
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length  of  the  ventral  rays,  its  first  ray  conspicuously  serrated  on  its  ante- 
rior edge.  The  insertion  of  the  anal  fin  is  in  the  perpendicular  below  the 
end  of  the  first  dorsal  fin;  the  length  of  its  longest  rays  is  equal  to  ^ 
that  of  the  middle  caudal  rays ; caudal  truncated,  very  slightly  emargi- 
nate ; pectoral  very  peculiar  in  structure,  its  longest  ray,  the  ninth,  reach- 
ing to  base  of  the  caudal  rays  and  equal  in  length  to  4 times  that  of  the 
fourth  dorsal  spine;  the  tenth  ray  a trifle  shorter,  extending  nearly  to 
the  end  of  the  soft  dorsal;  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth  rays 
graduated,  decreasing  in  regular  proportion,  the  thirteenth  being  less 
than  i as  long  as  the  tenth ; the  eighth  about  midway  between  the  tenth 
and  the  eleventh;  the  first  slightly  longer  than  the  twelfth,  and  those 
intermediate  between  the  first  and  the  eighth  are  graduated  in  length,  so 
as  to  form  a rounded  outline  for  the  anterior  or  upper  portion  of  the  fin ; 
the  pectoral  appendages  slender,  the  third  being  slightly  greater  in  length 
than  the  thirteenth  ray,  being  f as  long  as  the  first,  while  the  second  is 
intermediate  between  the  other  two;  the  ventral  inserted  directly  under 
the  base  of  the  pectoral  appendages,  its  first  spine  about  equal  in  length 
to  the  preopercular  spine  from  the  base  of  the  supplemental  spines,  its 
longest,  the  third  and  fourth,  exactly  equal  in  length  to  the  base  of  the 
second  dorsal.  Color  brownish  above,  Avith  about  4 indistinct  transverse 
l)and-like  blotches,  1 of  which  is  on  the  base  of  the  caudal,  whitish  beneath ; 
vertical  fins  uniform,  the  tips  of  the  caudal  rays  blackish,  with  2 indis- 
tinct cloud-like  bands  in  advance  of  the  terminal  bands  thus  formed;  a 
black  blotch,  with  whitish  anterior  margin  on  the  membrane  between  the 
fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  spines;  a very  inconspicuous  blackish  spot  on 
the  membrane  between  the  fifth  and  sixth ; others  still  less  conspicuous 
on  the  succeeding  interspaces ; the  pectoral  blotched  and  clouded  with 
blackish  brown  and  white.  Off  Charleston,  South  Carolina;  1 specimen 
obtained  in  the  same  haul  with  Notosema  dilectum.  (Goode  & Bean.)  It 
is  a very  well-marked  species,  distinguished  especially  by  its  A^ery  long 
pectoral  fin.  (aZafws,  winged.) 

rHonotiis  alatus,  Goode  & Bean,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  XIX,  210,  1883,  deep  sea  off 
Charleston,  South  Carolina ; Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N.  Am.,  114, 1885 ; Jordan  & Hughes, 
Proc.  TJ.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886,  332;  Goode  & Bean,  Ocean.  Ichth.,  467, 1896. 

Subgenus  PRIONOTUS. 

2488.  PRIO\OTLS  MILES,  Jenyns. 

Head  2| ; depth  4^;  eye  4^  in  head.  D.  X-12;  A.  10  or  11;  scales  about 
78.  Body  elongate,  rather  slender.  Head  moderate,  not  very  rough; 
mouth  moderate,  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  front  of  orbit,  2^  in  head ; 
interorbital  area  concaAn,  narrow.  If  in  eye;  no  transA^erse  postorbital 
groove ; no  spine  on  center  of  radiation  of  cheek,  opercular  spine  rather 
weak,  less  prominent  than  the  humeral  spine,  preopercular  spine  slightly 
larger  than  the  humeral  sjiine,  no  smaller  one  before  it;  all  of  the  spines 
simple ; preorbital  ridge  serrulate,  no  conspicuous  postorbital  ridge ; tem- 
poral ridges  present,  all  of  the  bones  of  the  head  with  radiating  stri® ; 
snout  emarginate,  about  10  prominent  spinules  on  each  lobe,  teeth  on 
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vomer  in  2 patches,  on  jaws  and  palatines  in  hands.  Gill  rakers  rather 
long,  ahont  10  below  the  angle,  3 or  4 tubercles  on  anterior  part  of  arch. 
Pectoral  fins  long,  reaching  to  middle  of  the  anal  fin ; first  dorsal  spine 
weaker  and  shorter  than  the  second,  its  length  2f  in  the  head,  longest 
dorsal  spine  2^  in  head;  ventrals  reaching  front  of  anal,  1^  in  the  head; 
first  dorsal  spine  finely  serrulate,  other  spines  not  serrated ; caudal  emar- 
ginate,  4^  in  the  length  of  the  body.  Color  uniform  brownish  above, 
distal  f of  spinous -dorsal  black;  soft  dorsal  and  caudal  faintly  barred; 
ventrals  and  anal  white;  pectorals  blackish  with  white  margins.  Gala- 
pagos Islands ; not  rare.  Here  described  from  numerous  fine  specimens,  8 
to  10  inches  in  length,  from  the  Galapagos,  (miles,  a soldier.) 

Prionotus  miles,  Jenyns,  Zool.  Beagle,  Fishes,  29,  pi.  6,  1842,  Chatham  Island,  Galapagos 
Archipelago  (Coll.  Charles  Darwin) ; Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  196,  1860. 

2489.  PRIOXOTUS  STEPHAXOPHRTS,  Lockington. 

Head  2f;  depth  4;  eye  in  snout.  D.  X-12  or  13;  A.  11  or  12;  P. 
13-f-3;  scales  55.  Body  rather  stout  ; head  large,  compressed,  broad,  and 
very  nearly  plane  above,  the  interorbital  region  not  concave;  no  trans- 
verse furrow  behind  orbits;  orbital  rim  with  a slightly  raised,  serrated 
crest;  snout  very  short,  | length  of  head;  mouth  large,  the  broad  maxil- 
lary reaching  beyond  front  of  orbit;  bands  of  palatine  teeth  very  narrow; 
gill  rakers  rather  long  and  slender ; head  less  rough  than  usual,  the  bones 
little  striate;  occipital  process  not  reaching  first  dorsal  spine;  preorbital 
little  projecting ; preopercle  with  a strong  smooth  spine,  reaching  slightly 
beyond  membrane  of  opercle;  opercle  ending  in  2 points,  the  lower  a 
long  spine,  the  membrane  connecting  the  2 scaly;  scales  thin,  ciliate,  not 
closely  imbricate ; first  dorsal  spine  granulate  in  front ; pectorals  reaching 
beyond  middle  of  anal,  about  to  base  of  ninth  ray;  free  rays  very  slender, 
the  uppermost  more  than  \ length  of  fin;  ventrals  not  reaching  vent; 
caudal  slightly  emarginate.  Pale  olivaceous,  abruptly  white  at  level  of 
pectorals ; back  and  sides  with  a few  scattered  dark  spots ; branchioste- 
gals  mostly  saffron  yellow ; spinous  dorsal  dusky,  with  diffuse  dark  blotches 
most  distinct  between  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  spines ; second  dorsal  spot- 
ted; caudal  with  dark  blotches;  pectorals  dark,  with  large,  round,  black 
spots.  Deep  water  off  San  Francisco,  Point  Reyes,  Monterey,  and  Lower 
California;  4 specimens  known.  Here  described  from  Mr.  Lockington’s 
type,  and  from  2 others  collected  by  the  Albatross  at  Station  3041,  coast 
of  Lower  California.  (drE^avoi,  crown;  eyebrow.) 

Prionotus  stephanophrys,  Lockington,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  529,  Point  Reyes,  near 
San  Francisco;  Jordan  & Gilbert, Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  4.54;  Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1881,  62;  Jordan  &,  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  736,1883;  Jordan 
& Hughes,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  334. 

2490.  PRIOXOTUS  QUIESCEXS,  Jordan  &,  Bolhnan. 

Head  to  2f  (34  to  3^  with  caudal) ; depth  4 to  4^  (5  to  6) ; eye  moder- 
ate, 4|^  to  5 in  head.  D.  X-12;  A.  11;  scales,  in  lateral  line,  50  to  55;  in 
a longitudinal  series  60  to  70.  Body  rather  slender,  compressed,  not  much 
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narroTved  above,  the  width  of  the  nape  between  the  occipital  spines  4 to 
44  in  head;  head  moderately  elongate,  not  elevated;  eyes  not  prominent, 
the  profile  from  snout  to  nape  almost  straight  or  slightly  convex;  snout 
broad,  of  about  equal  length  and  breadth,  2^  to  2|  in  head;  anterior  mar- 
gin emarginate;  preorbital  little  projecting,  its  edge  with  about  15  to  20 
fine  serroe,  the  anterior  strongest  with  the  exception  of  the  last  one,  which 
is  directed  backward.  Surface  of  bones  of  head  smoother  than  usual  in 
this  genus  and  with  fine  radiating  granular  striae,  those  on  opercles, 
cheeks,  and  top  of  head  most  strongly  developed.  Mouth  rather  large, 
maxillary  24  in  head,  reachiug  si  ightly  beyond  anterior  orbital  rim.  Band 
of  palatine  teeth  narrow.  Orbital  rim  not  especially  elevated,  its  edges 
granulated,  especially  anteriorly,  preorbital  and  postorbital  spines  small 
and  blunt;  interorbital  not  deeply  concave,  rather  wide,  its  least  width 
4f  to  5 in  head;  no  groove  across  top  of  head  behind  orbital  rim;  occipital 
ridges  present,  the  inner  very  low,  ending  in  a very  small  spine;  outer 
large,  ending  in  a moderate  spiue,  the  pair  diverging,  their  inner  edges 
serrulate,  the  spines  extending  to  nearly  opposite  first  dorsal  spine;  tem- 
poral region  with  a slight  elevated  roughish  ridge,  but  no  spine;  preoper- 
cular  spine  long  and  sharp,  its  anterior  edge  somewhat  serrulate,  no 
smaller  spine  below  it  and  none  on  suborbital  stay ; opercular  and  humeral 
spines  well  developed,  sharp;  no  trace  of  spines  on  suborbital  or  preor- 
bital. There  are  but  3 distinct  spines  on  each  side  of  the  head,  occipital, 
opercular,  and  preopercular.  Membranaceous  flap  of  opercle  with  a few 
scales.  Gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  about  equal  to  ^ diameter  of  eye, 
8 to  10  well  developed.  Scales  quite  small,  those  on  breast  (between  ven- 
trals)  larger  than  those  on  belly  or  throat;  scales  extending  beyond  base 
of  jiectorals  to  isthmus ; about  12  to  15  rows  between  occiput  and  front  of 
dorsal.  Spinous  dorsal  rather  low ; first  spine  not  strongly  serrulate,  f 
length  of  second,  which  is  in  head;  first  ray  of  second  dorsal  weakly 
serrulate  at  base;  longest  ray  shorter  than  snout  and  slightly  less  than  3 
in  head;  longest  anal  ray  3^  in  head;  caudal  lunate,  14  to  If  in  head; 
pectoral  generally  reaching  last  dorsal  ray,  a little  more  than  f body; 
ventrals  reaching  vent.  If  to  If  in  head.  Coloration  in  s]3irits,  grayish, 
unspotted,  more  dusky  above ; spinous  dorsal  dusky,  a distinct  black  spot 
between  fifth  and  sixth  spines;  soft  dorsal  with  3 rows  of  diffuse  spots; 
caudal  dusky  on  the  outer  f and  base;  pectorals  mostly  black,  with  faint 
pale  cloudings ; ventrals  and  anal  pale ; body  largely  red  in  life.  Belated 
to  Prionotus  stcjjhanophrys,  Lockington,  but  the  interorbital  area  concave; 
the  bones  of  head  much  striate  and  granulated,  and  the  caudal  differently 
colored.  It  also  bears  some  resemblance  to  the  Atlantic  species  Prionotus 
stearnsi.  Pacific  Ocean,  the  types  taken  off  the  coast  of  Colombia ; abundant 
in  various  places  in  7 to  60  fathoms;  also  found  at  Albatross  Station  3039, 
in  the  Gulf  of  California,  {quiescens,  resting  quietly.) 

Prionotus  quiesceyis,  Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889, 166,  off  Pacific  coast 
of  Colombia,  at  Albatross  Stations  2800, 2801, 2802,  and  2805.  (Type,  No.  41153,  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.  Coll.  Albatross.) 
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2491.  PRIOXOTUS  ALBIROSTRIS,  Jordan  & Bollnian. 

Head  3 in  length  (3f  with  caudal) ; depth  4^  (5|) ; eye  rather  large,  4| 
in  head.  D.  X-12;  A.  11;  pores  along  lateral  line  50  to  55.  Body  moder- 
ately elongate,  little  compressed,  narrowed  above,  the  width  of  the  nape 
between  the  occipital  spines  being  44  in  head ; head  rather  short  and  high ; 
eyes  prominent,  the  anterior  profile  regularly  concave,  the  eyes  and  fore- 
head less  prominent  than  in  P.  ruhio.  Snout  broad,  its  breadth  at  angle 
of  month  almost  equal  to  its  length,  2^  in  head,  its  anterior  margin  not 
produced,  but  slightly  emarginate;  serrrn  short  and  even,  bluntish,  about 
20  well  developed;  whole  edge  of  preorbital  with  fine  serr®.  Anterior 
nostril  with  a large  flap.  Surface  of  bones  of  head  with  strong  radiating 
stri®,  those  in  front  of  eyes  most  broken  up  into  granulations.  Mouth 
moderate,  maxillary  2f  in  head,  not  reaching  front  of  eye;  band  of  pala- 
tine teeth  rather  broad.  Interorbital  space  narrow,  deeply  concave, 
smoother  than  rest  of  head,  its  least  width  64  in  head;  orbital  rim  ele- 
vated, with  coarse  spine-like  strife  in  front,  inner  largest,  forming  the 
preocnlar  spine;  upper  margin  with  moderate,  strong  serrfe  ending  behind 
in  a large,  supraocular  spine;  no  groove  across  top  of  head  behind  orbital 
rim;  occipital  ridges  strong,  the  inner  pair  with  a few  asperities  at  base, 
ending  in  a compressed  spine,  the  outer  with  stronger  serrfe  at  base  and 
ext«mding  to  opposite  first  dorsal  spine;  temporal  ridge  slightly  crenulate, 
with  2 blunt  spines;  preopercular  spine  without  a smaller  one  at  base,  but 
with  a high  sharp  ridge  before  it,  serrulate  at  base,  this  ridge  not  ending- 
in  a distinct  spine;  edge  serrulate;  suborhital  stay  with  an  elevated  ser- 
rulate ridge,  but  no  spine;  opercular  spine  small  and  blunt,  smaller  than 
the  strong  humeral  spine ; no  spines  on  suborbital  or  preorbital ; membra- 
naceous flap  of  opercle  scaly.  Gill  rakers  rather  short,  longer  than  inter- 
spaces, the  longest  rather  less  than  ^ eye,  5 most  strongly  developed. 
Scales  small,  those  on  bellj-  smaller  than  those  on  breast,  not  extending 
before  a line  drawn  between  base  of  pectorals  and  ventrals;  about  7 scales 
between  occiput  and  dorsal;  spinous  dorsal  moderately  high,  the  first 
spine  very  strongly  serrulate  in  front,  shorter  than  second,  which  is  ^ 
head;  first  ray  of  second  dorsal  serrulate  at  base,  the  longest  ray  very 
slightly  longer  than  snout;  longest  anal  ray  3 in  head;  caudal  subtrun- 
cate, li  in  head;  pectorals  long,  reaching  to  the  last  dorsal  ray  or  even 
farther  in  young  specimens,  l-ro  in  ^ody;  ventrals  reaching  third  anal  ray, 
li  in  head.  Coloration  in  spirits,  grayish,  unspotted,  darkest  above,  and 
with  darker  cross  shades;  snout  and  jaws  white;  the  tip  of  each  jaw,  a 
bar  across  each  jaw,  and  1 behind  angle  of  mouth,  black;  a black  bar  on 
anterior  and  another  on  posterior  part  of  interorbital,  the  latter  extend- 
ing across  the  cheek;  first  dorsal  dusky,  vaguely  clouded  with  darker; 
second  irregularly  spotted,  its  posterior  half  dusky;  caudal  broadly  black 
at  base  and  tip,  its  middle  part  yellowish ; pectorals  dark,  with  a slight 
violet  shade  and  traces  of  darker  mottlings;  middle  of  anal  dusky; 
ventrals  dusky  on  upper  surface.  Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America; 
taken  at  Albatross  Station  3014,  in  Gulf  of  California;  also  known  from  sev- 
eral specimens,  the  largest  5^  inches  long,  dredged  at  Albatross  Station  2795, 
at  a depth  of  33  fathoms.  It  approaches  Prionotus  qiiiescens  in  technical 
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characters,  hut  is  very  different  in  appearance;  easily  distinguished  by 
the  form,  armature,  and  coloration  of  the  head,  (albus,  white;  rostrum, 
snout.) 

Prionotus  albirostris,  Jordan  & Bollman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1889, 168,  Pacific  Ocean  off 
the  coast  of  Colombia,  at  Albatross  Station  2795,  7°  57'  N.,  78°  55' W.  (Type,  No. 
41162,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.) 


2492.  PRIONOTUS  RUBIO,  Jordan. 

(Rubio  Yolador.) 

Head  3;  depth  5.  D.  X-11;  A.  10;  scales  about  57,  pores  52.  Body  not 
very  slender;  gill  rakers  very  short,  tubercle-like,  9 or  10  developed,  little 
if  any  longer  than  the  interspaces;  first  dorsal  spine  nearly  smooth; 
mouth  not  very  large,  the  maxillary  to  2f  in  head;  interorbital  space 
moderately  concave,  its  width  about  ^ length  of  eye;  no  cirrus  above  the 
eye;  distance  from  supraocular  spine  to  nuchal  scales  about  equal  to  eye; 
supraocular  and  nuchal  spines  low;  occipital  spines  wanting;  temporal 
ridge  sharp,  ending  in  a blunt  spine;  preorbital  projecting,  strongly  ser- 
rate; a blunt  spine  on  each  side  of  snout,  behind  serrse  of  preorbital;  a 
blunt  spine  behind  this  above  angle  of  mouth ; no  spine  on  cheek  bone  in 
adult;  upper  opercular  spine  almost  obsolete;  bones  of  head  rather 
strongly  striate,  but  not  granulate ; scales  rather  large,  about  52  pores ; 
first  dorsal  spine  not  much  shorter  than  second,  which  is  2^  in  head; 
caudal  very  slightly  concave;  pectorals  longer  than  in  any  other  species 
(except  alatus),  reaching  entirely  past  bases  of  dorsal  and  anal,  its  tip 
subtruncate,  the  longest  ray  about  the  ninth;  ventrals  reaching  a little 
past  vent.  Color  in  life,  dark  olive,  with  rivulations  of  light  green;  sides 
shaded  with  pale  salmon  color;  edge  of  pectoral  light  blue,  ventrals  red- 
dish; upper  fins  marked  with  different  shades  of  brown.  From  related 
species,  P.  ruhio  is  well  distinguished  by  its  long  pectorals,  and  by  its 
very  short  gill  rakers,  much  shorter  than  in  any  other  species,  P.  ophryas 
coming  nearest  it  in  this  respect.  West  Indies;  not  rare;  our  specimens 
from  Cuba  and  Jamaica.  (ruMo,  robin,  the  Spanish  name.) 

Eubio  volador,  Parra,  Descr.  Dif.  Piezas  de  Hist.  Nat.,  1787,  lam.  38,  Havana. 

Prionotus  punctatus,  Po-EY,  Synopsis,  304,1868;  Poey,  Ennumeratio,  41,  1875;  JORDAN  & 
Gilbert,  Synopsis,  956;  not  Trigla  punctata  of  Bloch. 

Prionotus  rubio,  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  50,  Havana  (Coll.  Jordan); 
Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  334. 

2493.  PRIONOTUS  OPHRYAS,  Jordan  & Swain. 

Head  3 in  length  (34  with  caudal);  depth  44  (5^);  eye  44  in  head.  D. 
VIII-13;  A.  11;  scales  (transverse  series)  about  75;  pores  in  lateral  line 
about  50.  Body  rather  slender,  narrower  anteriorly  and  more  compressed 
above  than  in  other  species,  the  width  of  the  nape  between  the  outer  pair 
of  occipital  spines  being  not  quite  4 tke  length  of  the  head;  upper  profile 
of  head  peculiar,  being  nearly  straight  from  above  front  of  eye  backward, 
and  steep  and  strongly  concave  from  front  of  eye  to  tip  of  snout,  the 
snout,  therefore,  steeper,  more  depressed,  and  rather  shorter  than  in  related 
species,  its  length  being  2^  in  head;  snout  not  very  broad,  its  front 
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broadly  rounded,  its  tip,  as  usual,  emarginate,  its  edge  with  fine  serra) 
directed  backward,  but  no  spines;  surfaces  of  hones  of  the  head  covered 
with  fine,  sharply  defined  stri*,  but  with  none  of  the  small  granulations 
which  are  found  in  P.  strigatus  and  other  siiecies.  Mouth  rather  wide, 
the  maxillary  reaching  nearly  to  front  of  eye,  the  mandible  quite  to  front 
of  eye;  maxillary  2^  in  head;  band  of  palatine  teeth  of  moderate  length, 
as  long  as  eye.  Eye  large,  placed  high;  upper  part  of  eye  with  a fleshy 
cirrus  rather  enlarged  toward  the  tip  and  fringed,  this  resembling  the 
cirri  in  Scorpana,  its  length  about  | that  of  the  eye;  interorbital  area 
very  narrow  and  very  deeply  concave,  its  least  width  little  more  than  | 
the  length  of  the  head  and  not  f the  length  of  the  eye;  depth  of  inter- 
orbital area  nearly  ^ length  of  eye;  bone  forming  anterior  portion  of 
orbital  rim  very  prominent,  forming  a strongly  striated  crest,  each  of  the 
striiB  ending  in  a projecting  point  or  spinule;  upper  portion  of  orbital  rim 
prominent,  even,  ending  behind  the  eye  in  a sharp  backward-directed 
spine,  behind  which  is  a short  cross  groove,  which  does  not  extend  across 
the  top  of  the  head ; distance  from  the  base  of  this  spine  to  the  scales  on 
nape  very  short,  not  more  than  ^ the  length  of  the  eye;  both  pairs  of 
occipital  spines  distinct,  the  outer  and  larger  ones  extending  to  opposite 
front  of  dorsal ; a small  spine  on  temporal  region  in  front  of  outer  pair  of 
spines;  preopercle  with  a single  moderate  spine  at  the  end  of  along  ridge; 
no  smaller  spine  at  its  base ; opercle  strongly  striate,  with  2 strong  spines, 
of  which  the  upper  one  is  proportionately  larger  than  usual;  a single, 
rather  strong  humeral  spine;  membranaceous  flap  of  opercle  scaly.  Gill 
rakers  very  short  and  thick,  about  9 developed,  these  not  i longer  than 
the  interspaces,  and  not  i length  of  eye;  they  are  about  ^ as  broad  as 
high,  thus  having  a form  very  different  from  that  seen  in  P.  evolans,  P. 
strigatus,  P.  tribulus,  etc.  Scales  rather  large,  the  scales  on  the  back  little 
reduced  in  size,  about  10  between  occiput  and  dorsal  fin  (17  in  P.  stri- 
gatus). Dorsal  spines  high  and  rather  slender,  the  first  rather  the  high- 
est, its  length  ^ in  head,  its  anterior  margin  not  granulated;  soft  dorsal 
rather  high,  its  longest  ray  2 in  head ; caudal  1^  in  head;  longest  anal  ray 
2^  in  head ; pectorals  rather  long,  extending  nearly  to  last  rays  of  dorsal, 
their  length  almost  twice  liead;  detached  rays  moderate,  the  uppermost 
or  longest  1^  in  head ; ventrals  1/^  in  head.  Coloration  largely  faded  in 
the  typical  example;  deep  crimson  in  life;  pale  below;  caudal  with 2 dark 
cross  bands;  pectorals  dusky,  the  free  rays  with  dusky  spots;  ventrals 
pale,  with  some  dusky  bauds;  head  nearly  plain,  the  cirri  dark.  A sec- 
ond specimen,  in  very  bad  condition,  has  since  been  obtained  by  us  from 
the  same  source.  In  this  the  iindigested  parts  of  the  head  and  body  are 
of  a deep  crimson.  Probably  all  the  deep-water  species  of  this  genus  will 
be  found  to  be  red  in  life.  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  deep  water;  known  only 
from  the  Snapper  Banks,  near  Pensacola.  Described  from  the  original 
type,  7i  inches  long,  taken  from  the  stomach  of  a Red  Snapper  {Neomanis 
aija),  from  the  Pensacola  Snapper  Banks,  by  Mr.  Silas  Stearns.  {o<l>pva<^, 
having  projecting  eyebrows.) 

Prionotus  ophryas,  Jordan  &.  Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  542,  Snapper  Banks  off 

Pensacola  (Type,  No.  36944.  Coll.  Silas  Stearns) ; Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N.  Am.,  115, 1885 ; 

Jordan  <fc  Hughes,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886, 334. 
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2494.  PRIOXOTUS  STEARXSI,  Jordan  & Swain. 

Adult  example:  Head  2|-  in  length  (3^  with  caudal);  depth  4^  (5i);  eye 
5^  in  head.  D.  VIII  or  IX-12;  A.  12;  scales  in  transverse  series  about  50; 
pores  in  lateral  line  about  52 ; length  of  specimen,  14^  inches.  Body  rather 
robust,  formed  mnch  as  in  F.  tribulus;  width  of  nape  between  occipital 
spines  not  quite  4 length  of  head;  head  very  large,  broad,  and  unusually 
smooth,  the  profile,  except  for  the  prominence  of  the  orbital  region,  form- 
ing a very  gentle  and  somewhat  regular  arch ; snout  very  broad,  truncate 
at  tip,  its  breadth  at  tip  3^  in  head,  its  length  2|;  edge  of  snout  granular, 
without  spines.  Surface  of  all  bones  of  head  very  finely,  evenly,  and 
regularly  striated,  the  stria)  much  finer  than  in  P.  tribulus,  their  granula- 
tions all  minute.  Mouth  wide,  the  maxillary  reaching  front  of  eye,  its 
length  about  2^  in  head.  Band  of  palatine  teeth  well  developed.  Eye 
large,  placed  high;  no  cirri;  interorbital  space  about  as  in  P.  tribulus, 
rather  broad  and  moderately  concave,  wider  than  the  eye,  and  about  5 in 
head.  Bone  at  anterior  portion  of  orbital  rim  very  prominent,  serrulate, 
its  principal  ridge  ending  in  a stout,  blunt  spine;  supraorbital  rim  little 
prominent  and  without  spine;  no  cross  groove  on  top  of  head;  a slight, 
bluntish  spine  behind  eye;  no  spines  on  temporal  ridge;  outer  pair  of 
occipital  spines  short,  strong,  compressed,  not  quite  reaching  front  of  dor- 
sal; inner  pair  and  their  ridges  obsolete;  opercular  and  preopercular 
spines  short,  the  latter  with  no  smaller  one  at  its  base ; upper  opercular 
spine  very  weak ; humeral  spine  moderate;  membranaceous  flap  of  opercle 
with  about  5 rows  of  scales;  no  spine  on  cheek  bone.  Gill  rakers  short 
and  few,  little  longer  than  in  P.  oplirijas,  the  longest  about  ^ interorbital 
width,  about  4 longer  than  the  interspaces,  and  perhaps  5 times  as  high 
as  broad;  about  9 gill  rakers  developed.  Scales  comparatively  large, 
those  on  the  back  little  reduced  in  size,  about  10  before  dorsal  fin ; 7 scales 
in  a vertical  row  from  first  ray  of  soft  dorsal  to  lateral  line.  Dorsal  fins 
rather  low  and  strong  (the  first  injured),  with  its  anterior  margin  no^ 
granulated;  the  third  2f  in  head;  soft  dorsal  moderate,  its  longest  ray  3:^ 
in  head;  caudal  very  slightly  concave,  its  longest  rays  14  in  head.  Pec- 
toral fins  rather  short,  reaching  third  ray  of  anal,  2^  in  body,  their  length 
little  more  than  length  of  head;  detached  rays  tapering,  a little  more 
than  I head;  ventrals  about  reaching  vent,  1^  in  head.  Color  in  alcohol, 
nearly  plain  brownish  olive,  with  dark  shades  at  the  bases  of  many  of 
the  scales,  giving  a mottled  appearance;  head  everywhere  conspicuously 
reticulate  with  blackish,  in  fine  pattern;  pectoral  fin  dusky,  with  a net- 
work of  fine  black  cross  streaks;  dorsals  similarly  marked,  the  spinous 
dorsal  with  a diffuse  black  blotch  between  the  fourth  and  sixth  spines; 
caudal  plain,  slightly  dusky ; anal  and  ventrals  pale;  pectoral  filaments 
nearly  so.  In  the  young  the  body  is  more  slender,  the  snout  less 
broad,  with  a slightl;s  emarginate  tip,  eye  larger,  4f  in  head ; no  spine  or 
groove  behind  the  eye;  gill  rakers  more  slender,  about  13  in  number. 
Gulf  of  Mexico;  in  deep  water.  Known  from  2 specimens,  both  taken  on 
the  Snapper  Banks,  off  Pensacola,  by  Mr.  Silas  Stearns.  The  original 
type  is  a small  specimen,  not  4 inches  long.  The  other  is  very  hirge,  about 
13  inches  long,  larger  than  any  other  specimen  of  Prionotus  which  we  have 
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everseeD.  In  spite  of  the  remarkable  differences  in  appearance  of  the 
two  specimens,  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  their  specific  identity,  as 
very  similar  differences  distinguish  the  young  and  old  of  P.  tribulus.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Stearns,  the  large  specimen  was  in  life  of  a bright  crimson 
red.  Of  all  the  species  of  the  genus  the  present  one  has  the  spines  of  the 
head  least  developed,  its  upper  surface  being  almost  smooth.  (Named  for 
the  late  Silas  Stearns,  of  Pensacola,  long  a volnnteer  assistant  to  the  U.  S. 
Fish  Commission,  and  a most  intelligent  student  of  economic  questions  in 
marine  ichthyology.) 

Prionotus  stearnsi,  Jordan  & Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  541,  Pensacola,  young 
(Type,  No.  36943.  Coll.  Silas  Stearns) ; Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  N.  Am.,  115,1885;  Jordan, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  228,  adult;  Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  U.  G.  Nat. Mus.  1886, 
335 ; Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  466, 1896. 

2495.  PRIONOTUS  STRIOATUS  (Cuvier  & Valenciennes). 

(Northern  Striped  Gurnard;  Brown- avinged  Sea- Robin.) 

Head2f;  depth  about  4.  D.  X-12;  A.  11;  scales  50  to  60  pores.  Body 
rather  robust;  head  moderately  large;  preopercular  spine  with  a distinct 
smaller  one  at  the  base.  Caudal  fin  very  slightly  lunate ; pectoral  fin  sub- 
truncate. Cheek  bone  without  distinct  spine  at  the  center  of  radiation; 
edge  of  preorbital  granular-serrate,  without  distinct  spine,  the  serrac  about 
12  in  number  on  each  side;  temporal  ridges  roughish,  but  without  spines; 
bones  of  the  head  with  the  striae  coarsely  granular;  mouth  moderate,  the 
maxillary  about  2f  in  head;  head  not  very  broad,  the  spines  on  its  upper 
surface,  except  the  nuchal  spine,  inconspicuous.  Gill  rakers  longer  and 
slenderer  than  in  other  species,  15  to  20  developed.  Coloration  brownish; 
side  with  a very  distinct  dusky  bronze  band  below  the  lateral  line  and 
parallel  with  it,  this  becoming  broken  posteriorly  into  a series  of  roundish 
dark  spots ; some  dark  streaks  and  clouds  below  this  stripe ; fins  with  dark 
clouds,  the  soft  dorsal  with  2 dark  blotches,  which  extend  as  bars  on  the 
back;  head  with  scattered  dark  spots;  dusky  area  below  eye;  pectoral 
with  its  rays  each  crossed  by  line  black  bars,  these  especially  distinct 
toward  the  base  of  the  fin;  free  rays  spotted;  interorbital  area  broad  and 
almost  flat,  its  width  a little  more  than  length  of  eye;  first  dorsal  spine 
granulated;  second  spine  2f  in  head;  pectorals  about  i the  length  of  the 
body.  Atlantic  coast  of  the  Northern  States,  Cape  Cod  to  Virginia;  very 
common  in  shallow  water.  The  specimens  here  described  from  Marthas 
Vineyard.  It  is  extremely  close  to  rrionotus  evolans,  of  which  it  may  be 
a geographical  variety.  We  have,  however,  as  yet  seen  no  intermediate 
examples,  which  should  be  looked  for  off  the  coast  of  Virginia,  {strigatus, 
striped.) 

Trigla  lineata,  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.  New  York,  i,  1814, 430,  pi.  4,  flg.  4 ; not 
Trigla  lineata,  Bloch. 

Trigla  strigata,  Cuvier,  R^gne  Animal,  Ed.  ll,  vol.  2,161,  1829,  New  York;  after  lineata, 
Mitchill. 

Prionotus  lineatus,  De  Kay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  45,  pi.  4,  fig.  12,  1842;  Storer, 
Synopsis,  50, 1846;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  192, 1860. 

Prionotus  evolans  \3iV.  lineatus,  Jordan  &;  Gilbert,  Synopsis,  736,  1883. 
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Prionotus  strigatus,  Cuvier  <fe  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  86,  1829;  Stoker 
Report  Fish.  Mass.,  12,  1839;  Ayres,  Bost.  Journ.  Hat.  Hist.,  iv,  1842,  258;  Jor- 
dan & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  974, 1883,  note ; Jordan,  Cat.  Fish.  H.  Am..  115, 1885;  Jordan 
& Hughes,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886,  335. 

Prionotus  evolans,  Goove  & Bean,  Bull.  Essex  Inst.,  xi,  12,  1879;  Bean,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat. 
Mus.  1880,  84;  GooDE,  Hat.  Hist.  Aquatic  Animals,  255,  pi.  71,  1884,  and  of  writers; 
not  Trigla  evolans,  Linnaeus. 

2496.  PRIONOTUS  EYOLANS  (Linnaeus). 

(Southern  Striped  Gurnard.) 

Head  2f;  depth  4f.  D.  X-12;  A.  11;  lateral  line  with  53  pores;  soft 
dorsal  high,  longest  ray  equaling  longest  spine,  2^  in  head;  caudal  in 
length.  Body  and  head  stouter  than  in  Prionotus  strigatus;  edge  of  pre- 
orbital granular-serrate,  without  distinct  spine,  the  serrae  about  12  in 
number  on  each  side ; mouth  moderate ; preopercular  spine  with  a smaller 
one  at  its  base ; scales  larger  than  in  Prionotus  strigatus,  8 -f- 1 -j-  21  in  a 
vertical  line  from  last  dorsal  spine  to  vent;  interorbital  space  more  deeply 
concave,  its  width  in  adult  not  quite  length  of  eye;  first  dorsal  spine 
nearly  smooth;  second  spine  3 in  head;  pectorals  a little  more  than  ^ of 
the  body.  Color  in  life,  olive  brown  above,  becoming  light  olive  on 
sides,  white  below;  back  with  3 brown  cross  bars,  the  first  under  spinous 
dorsal,  the  second  under  first  third  of  second  dorsal,  the  third  under  its 
end,  all  of  these  bars  extending  downward  and  forward  to  lateral  line, 
the  posterior  forming  a brown  blotch  on  base  of  last  dorsal  rays ; back 
and  sides  with  numerous  small  white  spots,  irregular  in  shape  and  size; 
these  often  wanting ; a lateral  line  running  in  a narrow  brown  streak; 
distinct  broad  reddish-brown  streak  from  humeral  spine  backward  to 
opposite  end  of  anal;  traces  of  a narrow  streak  above  this;  branchios- 
tegal  membrane  yellowish  above;  a dark-brown  streak  from  angle  of 
mouth  to  base  of  preopercular  spine;  opercle  dusky  brown  without,  deep 
reddish  brown  within;  caudal  with  a light-brown  bar  at  base,  then  a 
broad  translucent  bar,  the  terminal  f orange  yellow,  narrowly  margined 
behind  with  white;  spinous  dorsal  dusky,  with  a diffuse  black  blotch 
between  fourth  and  sixth  rays  above;  soft  dorsal  translucent  brownisli, 
without  streaks  of  any  kind;  anal  wine  color,  translucent  at  base  and 
tip;  ventrals  light  reddish;  pectorals  glaucous  green  within,  the  lower  rays 
reddish,  the  upper  white;  the  outer  side  dark  greenish  brown,  unbarred, 
with  a very  narrow  blue  margin  behind.  This  form  is  in  some  respects 
intermediate  between  Prionotus  strigatus  and  P.  tribulus.  The  color  is 
in  most  particulars  like  that  of  P.  tribulus,  but  the  white  spots  on  back 
and  sides  are  much  less  numerous,  or  wholly  wanting,  and  the  brown  bar 
backward  from  humeral  spine  is  present,  as  in  P.  strigatus,  and  the  dorsal 
fin  is  not  barred ; the  gill  rakers  are,  as  in  P.  strigatus,  slender  and  fine,  18 
to  20  developed  on  lower  limb ; the  spines  on  the  head  are  not  strong  as  in 
P.  tribulus,  that  above  orbit  behind  not  conspicuously  raised  above  surface 
of  head.  In  2 specimens  from  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  the  pectorals 
are  much  lengthened,  reaching  nearly  to  base  of  caudal,  but  this  seems 
to  be  here,  as  in  P.  tribulus,  a very  variable  feature,  as  specimens  from 
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Charleston  have  the  pectorals  hut  | length  of  body.  The  description  of 
Trigla  evolans  given  by  Linnaeus  is  of  very  little  value,  but  the  redescrip- 
tiou  of  the  type  given  by  Dr.  Bean  leaves  little  doubt  that  it  is  this 
species.  In  this  species  the  gill  rakers  are  longer  than  in  any  other  except 
its  analogue,  P.  strigatus.  Here  described  from  specimens  from  Charleston 
and  Beaufort.  South  Atlantic  coast  of  United  States;  known  only  from 
North  and  South  Carolina,  where  it  is  locally  abundant,  {evolans,  flying 
out.) 

Trigla  evolans,  Lr>rN.3EUS,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  xii,  498,  1766,  Carolina  (Coll.  Dr.  Alex.  Garden) ; 

Bean,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1885,  204;  description  of  Linntcan  tj'pe. 

Prionotus  sarritor,  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1882,  615,  Charleston  ; Beau- 
fort (Coll.  Jordan  & Gilbert);  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  974,  1883;  Jordan  <fe 
Swain,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  541. 

Prionotus  evolans,  Gill,  Cat.  Fish.  East  Coast  N.  Am.,  21, 1373;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc. 
TJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1878,  374;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  735, 1883;  Jordan,  Cat.  Fish. 
N.  Am.,  115, 1885;  JORDAN,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  541;  Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc. 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886, 336. 

2497.  PRIONOTUS  PUNCTATUS  (Bloch). 

Head  2i;  depth  2i;  eye  6 in  head.  D.  X-12;  A.  12;  about  50  pores  in 
lateral  line.  Body  stout ; head  large ; preopercular  spine  with  a smaller 
one  at  its  liase ; pectorals  reaching  past  middle  of  anal,  their  length  not 
quite  i the  body;  gill  rakers  rather  long  and  slender,  about  10  devel- 
oped; maxillary  2^  in  head;  a bluntish  spine  on  edge  of  snout  behind  the 
serrie;  behind  this  1 or  2 smaller  ones,  at  least  in  the  young;  no  spine  on 
cheek  bone;  groove  behind  the  eye  evident;  iiiterorbital  area  rather  nar- 
row, concave;  preocular,  supraocular,  occipital  and  nuchal  spines  rather 
prominent;  dorsal  spines  high,  the  third  2^  in  head;  first  spine  not  ser- 
rate; mouth  large,  maxillary  2\  to  2|  in  head,  and  reaching  nearly  to  the 
eye;  a small  spine  on  center  of  radiation  of  cheek  and  1 liefore  it.  Color 
nearly  plain;  spinous  dorsal  with  dark  clouds  and  without  black  ocelli; 
pectoral  dark,  with  some  round  brown  spots  above;  caudal  dark  barred; 
a whitish  area  on  back  between  dorsals.  Our  description  is  taken  from  2 
small  specimens  collected  (probably  at  Tuxjian)  on  the  east  coast  of  Mex- 
ico, by  Mr.  T.  Salt;  from  the  specimens  in  the  museum  at  Paris,  the  types 
of  Cuvier  and  Valenciennes,  and  from  a specimen  taken  by  the  Albatross 
at  Bahia.  This  species  is  certainly  the  Prionotus  imnciatus  of  Cuvier  and 
Valenciennes,  but  it  may  not  be  the  species  figured  by  Plumier,  to  which 
Bloch  has  given  the  name  of  Trigla  punctata.  The  figure  of  Plumier 
shows  a bright-red  body,  with  many  small  spots  of  a darker  red,  while 
red  spots  are  scattered  over  all  of  the  fins,  except  the  spinous  dorsal  and 
the  ventrals.  In  general  form  and  in  the  armature  of  the  head,  so  far  as 
this  is  shown  in  the  plate,  Plumier’s  figure  most  resembles  the  present 
species,  but  the  red  color  suggests  a possibility  that  some  of  the  deep- 
water species  may  have  been  intended.  The  present  species  corresponds 
better  to  the  figure  than  any  other  yet  known.  Bloch^s  figure  of  Trigla 
Carolina,  which  has  been  identified  with  P.  punctatns,  is  almost  certainly 
P.  tribulus.  West  Indies  and  coast  of  South  America;  not  known  from 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  {punctatns,  spotted.) 
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Trigla  punctata,  Bloch,  Ichtliyol.,  pi.  353, 1793,  Martinique;  on  a drawing  by  PlumieE; 

CuviEE,  Begne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  vol.  il,  161, 1829. 

Prionotus  punctatus,  Cvyikb.  &.  Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  93, 1829;  Gunthee, 
Cat.,  II,  193, 1860  (in  part) ; Joedan  & Hughes,  Proc.  XJ.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  332;  Joedan, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1886,  544 ; Joedan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1890,  328. 

2498.  PKIOXOTUS  BEAMI,  Goode. 

Head  3 ; depth  nearly  4 ; greatest  width  4 ; eye  nearly  4 in  head  or  2 in 
snout.  D.X-12;  A.  I,  10;  P.  13  + 3;  V.  1, 5;  snout  2 iu  head,  equal  to 
mandible.  Least  height  of  tail  nearly  I length  of  head,  and  equal  to  short 
diameter  of  eye;  width  of  interorbital  space  on  the  bone  about  ^ length 
of  snout;  a furrow  behind  eyes  which  is  interrupted  on  nape;  snout  pro- 
duced into  2 short,  obtuse,  serrated  points,  flanked  behind  on  each  side  by 
a short  but  stout  compressed  spine;  behind  this  on  snout  another  short 
spine;  a short  spine  on  cheek  bone;  anterior  nostril  in  a tube  which  is 
produced  posteriorly  into  a flap;  posterior  nostril  in  a large,  shorter  tube; 
preopercular  spine,  also,  with  a short  spine  at  its  base;  preocular  and 
supraocular  spines  jiresent;  a pair  of  postocular  spines  on  each  side,  one 
in  front  of  the  other;  a pair  of  blunt  spines  on  occiput  and  another  on 
nape;  length  of  opercular  spine,  measured  back  to  the  edge  of  preopercle, 
equal  to  length  of  postorbital  part  of  head;  humeral  spine  well  developed, 
its  length  nearly  equal  to  that  of  preocular;  maxillary  not  reaching  front 
of  eye,  its  length  equal  to  postorbital  part  of  head;  mandible  reaching 
about  to  vertical  front  of  eye,  its  length  nearly  ^ length  of  head.  Teeth 
in  narrow,  villiform  bands  in  jaws  and  on  vomer  and  palate;  8 developed 
gill  rakers  on  the  anterior  arch,  the  longest  about  ^ as  long  as  eye;  5 rudi- 
ments below  and  2 above  the  developed  rakers  of  the  anterior  arch,  these 
mere  tubercles  scarcely  raised  above  the  general  surface.  Distance  of 
dorsal  from  tip  of  snout  a little  greater  than  length  of  head;  length  of 
base  of  spinous  dorsal  nearly  3 times  length  of  eye;  first  spine  serrate  on 
its  anterior  margin  for  the  greater  portion  of  its  height,  nearly  as  long  as 
the  second,  its  length  f length  of  head;  third  spine  longest,  its  length  4^ 
length  of  head;  last  2 spines  very  small;  third  spine  also  serrated  along 
its  anterior  margin  for  the  greater  portion  of  its  height;  a very  slight 
interspace  between  the  2 dorsals;  length  of  first  ray  of  soft  dorsal  equal 
to  that  of  second  spine  of  dorsal ; length  of  last  ray  equal  to  | length  of 
spinous  dorsal  base;  length  of  middle  caudal  rays  3 times  length  of  eye; 
caudal  slightly  emarginate ; origin  of  anal  immediately  under  origin  of 
soft  dorsal;  length  of  anal  base  4 distance  from  anal  to  tip  of  snout,  the 
spine  only  about  f as  long  as  first  ray,  its  length  -h  length  of  maxilla  ; 
length  of  longest  anal  ray  4 length  of  spinous  dorsal  base ; ventral  extend- 
ing to  origin  of  anal,  its  length  equal  to  anal  base;  pectoral  when 
extended  reaching  to  the  line  connecting  the  fifth  ray  of  dorsal  with  sixth 
ray  of  anal,  this  fin  emarginate  behind,  its  longest  ray  slightly  longer  than 


*Tlie  types^of  Cuvier  & Valenciennes  in  Paris  seem  to  be  the  species  usually  called 
Prionotus  punctatus.  There  is  also  a specimen  in  the  museum,  labeled,  apparently  in 
the  handwriting  of  Valenciennes : “ Trigla  punctata  nobis,  Bl.,  253.  Tr.  Carolina,  Bl.,  252. 
Prionotus  evolans,  Lacep.  Rubio  volador,  Parra,  tab.  38,  du  Bresil.  Qnoy  et  Gaimard,  exp’n 
Freycinet.”  This  specimen,  0.25  m.  long,  in  good  condition,  is  of  the  same  species  as  the 
one 'described  above.  Longest  dorsal  spine  2 J in  head.  Pores  in  lateral  line  85  to  90, 
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head  and  more  than  twice  length  of  longest  dorsal  spine,  7 rows  of  scales 
between  lateral  line  and  origin  of  second  dorsal,  19  rows  between  lateral 
line  and  origin  of  anal,  50  pores  in  lateral  line,  and  about  93  oblique  rows 
of  scales  can  be  counted;  scales  on  breast  conspicuously  smaller  than  the 
rest.  Color  in  alcobol,.ligbt  brownish  yellow  above,  lighter  below ; spin- 
ous dorsal  with  a black  blotch  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  spines,  its 
length  about  f that  of  eye;  the  membrane  connecting  the  spines  of  dorsal 
with  faint  dusky  shades  in  several  places;  membrane  connecting  the  last 
3 or  4 rays  of  second  dorsal  slightly  dusky ; pectoral  with  2 broad  dark 
areas,  separated  and  surrounded  by  lighter,  the  dark  markings  on  the 
pectorals  not  taking  the  form  of  bands,  but  having  their  greatest  length 
nearly  parallel  with  the  axis  of  the  fish.  Length  44  inches.  Trinidad. 
(Goode  Bean.)  (Named  for  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Beau.) 

Prionotus  beanii,  Goode,  in  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  468,  pi.  cxii,  fig.  383, 
1896,  off  Trinidad,  in  73  fathoms.  (Type,  0.39318.  Coll. 

2499.  PRIOXOTUS  TRIBULUS  (Cuvier). 

(Big-headed  Gurnard.) 

Head  2| ; depth  5 (3  to  4 in  young).  D.  IX  or  X-12  or  13;  A.  11;  P.  13-f-3; 
scales  49  (tubes).  Body  robust;  head  shorter  and  broader,  snout  shorter, 
and  bones  more  strongly  striate  than  in  P.  evolana;  interorbital  space 
deeply  concave ; occipital  and  supraorbital  spines  very  strong  and  much 
compressed;  hand  of  palatine  teeth  as  long  as  eye;  gill  rakers  shortish,  9 
below  angle;  membranaceous  edge  of  opercle  scaly;  preopercular  spine 
with  a smaller  one  at  its  base,  which  is  high  and  sharp ; cheek  bone  with  a 
spine  (small  in  the  adult,  larger  in  the  young)  at  the  center  of  radiation; 
temporal  ridge  with  2 bluntish  spines;  bones  of  the  head  very  sharply 
striate;  young  with  4 sharp,  knife-like  spines  on  side  of  cheek  and 
snout,  in  a line  before  the  preocular  spine,  these  nearly  disappearing  with 
age;  maxillary  about  2^  in  head;  sides  without  dark  longitudinal  stripe. 
Gill  rakers  slender  in  the  young,  becoming  shorter  and  thicker  with  age, 
about  10  developed  on  lower  part  of  arch ; head  broad,  the  spines  on  its 
upper  surface  very  prominent,  all  of  them  more  or  less  compressed  and 
knife-like,  especially  in  the  young.  Second  dorsal  spine  24  in  head;  pec- 
torals moderate,  2 in  body  in  the  adult,  24  in  the  young.  Coloration  in 
life,  light  olive  green,  the  head  and  body  everywhere  reticulated  with 
dark  olive  green,  in  definite  patterns,  the  dark  lines  on  the  head  conspic- 
uous, arranged  in  a series  of  curves  and  concentric  circles;  the  dark 
streaks  on  the  body  mostly  undulating  and  ascending  backward;  a dif- 
fuse band  along  side  of  bright  orange;  belly  white;  2 faint  diifuse  dark 
bands  downward  and  forward  from  soft  dorsal,  the  hindmost  ascend- 
ing on  the  fin;  a fainter  band  on  spinous  dorsal;  spinous  dorsal  reddish, 
clouded  with  darker;  a large  dark  blotch,  not  ocellated,  between  fifth  and 
sixth  spines;  second  dorsal  translucent  reddish,  with  darker  spots;  anal 
similar,  paler,  the  spots  almost  obsolete;  caudal  reddish,  with  3 darker 
bands;  ventrals  plain  light  reddish;  pectorals  light,  clear  green  on  the 
frontside,  grayish  behind;  with  about  5 somewhat  irregular  dark  cross 
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bands,  the  3 median  broadest  and  forked  or  Y-sbaped  above;  upper  edge 
of  pectoral  pale;  pectoral  appendages  reddish,  barred  with  darker. 
Young  with  soft  dorsal,  caudal,  anal  and  ventral  fins  plain;  spines  pro- 
portionally longer  and  fins  shorter.  South  Atlantic  coast,  from  Long 
Island  to  Brazos  Santiago;  very  common  southward;  our  description 
chiefly  from  Galveston  specimens,  verified  on  others  from  Pensacola, 
Cedar  Keys,  Charleston,  and  Beaufort.  A very  abundant  species,  well  dis- 
tinguished from  the  others  of  the  Atlantic  by  the  greater  development  of 
the  spines  of  the  head.  The  young  have  these  spines  much  larger  and 
more  compressed  than  the  adult,  and  in  the  very  young  3 or  4 strong 
knife-like  spines  are  developed  on  each  side  of  the  snout,  as  in  P.  horrens. 
In  very  young  examples  the  spine  at  the  base  of  the  preopercular  spine  is 
much  larger  than  the  latter,  (tribulus,  scraping,  from  the  thorny  head.) 

Trigla  Carolina,  Bloch,  Ichthyologia,  352,  1793,  Carolina;  not  of  Lixn^us. 

Trigla  iriMihis,  Cuvier,  Kegne  Animal,  Ed.  2,  vol.  2, 161, 1829,  America. 

Pnonotus  tribulus,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Hat.  Poiss.,  iv,  98,  pi.  74,  1829,  New 
York;  Carolina;  De  Kay, Hew  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  48,  1842;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ll,  195, 
I860;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1878,  373  and  374;  Goode,  Proc.  U.  S. 
Hat.  Mus.  1879,  111;  Goode  & Bean,  Proc.  U.  S. Hat. Mus.  1879,  128;  Jordan  & Gil- 
bert, Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1882,  288 ; Jordan  & Gilbert,  Proc.  U.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1882, 
615;  Jordan  & Gilbert,  Synopsis,  735,  1883;  Bean,  Cat.  Fishes,  London  Intern. 
Exhibit.,  49,  1883;  Jordan  <fc  Swain,  Proc.  IT.  S,  Hat.  Mus.  1884,  233;  Jordan,  Cat. 
Fish.  H.  A.,  115, 1885;  Jordan  & Hughes,  Proc.  TJ.  S.  Hat.  Mus.  1886, 366. 

2500.  PRIOXOTUS  HORRENS,  Richardson. 

Head  2t ; depth  44;  eye  54  in  head.  D.  X-12;  A.  10;  scales  about  100; 
gill  rakers  rather  long,  about  5 developed.  Body  rather  stout ; head  large  ;- 
interorbital  area  concave,  1^-  times  diameter  of  the  eye ; bones  of  the  head 
with  strong,  radiating  striie;  a preocular  and  2 postocular  spines;  occipi- 
tal and  temporal  ridges  not  very  prominent,  each  ending  in  a spine; 
opercular  and  humeral  spines  simple;  preoi>ercular  spine  with  a smaller 
one  at  its  base;  nuchal  spine  present;  siiont  emarginate,  its  lobes  den- 
tate, its  length  2i  in  head;  cheek  with  spine  at  point  of  radiation  of 
stricc;  a similar  spine  about  ^ distance  to  tip  of  snout;  first  dorsal  spine 
nearly  as  long  as  second,  its  edge  nearly  smooth ; the  second  the  longest, 
its  length  2 in  head;  edge  of  first  dorsal  ray  smooth;  longest  dorsal  ray 
2|  in  head ; longest  anal  ray  3^  in  head ; caudal  fin  emarginate.  If  in  head ; 
pectorals  rather  short,  their  tips  reaching  about  third  anal  ray,  3 in  length 
of  the  body ; ventrals  not  reaching  anal  by  a distance  equal  to  the  diam- 
eter of  the  eye,  3f  in  length  of  body.  Color,  uniform  brownish  above, 
lighter  below ; spinous  dorsal  dusky ; no  distinct  black  blotch ; soft  dorsal 
and  caudal  fins  irregularly  barred;  ventrals  and  anal  white;  pectoral 
dusky  on  basal  third,  the  rest  of  the  fin  lighter,  with  an  interrupted  broad 
black  transverse  band  across  middle,  a narrower  one  across  the  tip. 
Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America;  not  rare  in  shallow  water;  known  from 
Mazatlan  to  the  Galapagos.  The  specimens  here  described  from  Mazatlan 
and  Albatross  Station  3041,  oif  Lower  California.  Young  examples  in  the 
British  Museum  are  almost  exactly  like  the  young  of  P.  tribulus,  differ- 
ing chiefly  in  the  still  larger  proportionate  size  of  the  knife-like  spines 
on  the  head. 
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The  following  notes  on  the  tyj)os  of  Prionotus  horrens  were  taken  by  ns 
in  London:  Three  young  specimen,  allied  to  P.  trihulus,  but  the  spines 
still  larger  and  more  knife-like ; first  spine  on  edge  of  snout  broad  and 
serrate,  3 behind  this  progressively  larger,  then  2 large  spines  on  preo- 
percle,  the  posterior  one  the  largest;  2 smaller  ones  on  opercle,  and  1 
very  large  on  the  scapula;  2 sharp  ones  over  each  eye;  1 behind  the  eye; 
2 on  top  of  head  and  2 on  occiput.  Mouth  large,  maxillary  reaching  front 
of  eye,  2^  in  head;  gill  rakers  long  and  slender,  5;  scales  small;  pec- 
torals short,  3 in  body,  reaching  somewhat  past  second  dorsal  front; 
pectorals  and  tip  of  caudal  dusky;  no  groove  behind  the  eye;  belt  of 
palatine  teeth  narrow,  (horrens,  bristling  (creating  liorror),  from  the 
large  head  spines.) 

Prionotus  horrens.  Eichaedson,  Voy.  Siilph.,  Ichth.,  79,  pi.  42,  figs.  1-3, 1843,  Gulf  of  Fon- 
seca; Gi  nther,  Cat.,  II,  195, 1860. 


793.  BELLATOR,  .Jordan  &.  Evermann. 

Bellator.  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check- List  Fishes,  488,  1896  (militaris). 

This  genus  is  closely  allied  to  PrionoAis,  differing  chiefly  in  the  great 
development  of  the  first  and  second  dorsal  spines,  which  are  about  as  long 
as  body.  Scales  large  and  very  rough.  Snout  short,  abruptly  descending. 
West  Indies,  (bellator,  warrior.) 

a.  Body  robust;  scales  large,  40  tubes;  snout  with  serrated  process.  moTARis,  2501. 

aa.  Body  slender;  scales  moderate,  60  tubes;  snout  without  processes,  egretta,  2502. 

2601.  BELLATOR  MILITARIS  (Goode  & Bean). 

Head  3 ; depth  3^ ; eye  10|,  = interorbital  width ; snout  2]^.  D.  X-11 ; 
A.  I,  9 ; P.12-1-3;  V.  I,  5.  Body  short,  stout,  its  greatest  width  at  base  of 
pectorals  nearly  i of  length.  Head  short,  snout  abruptly  descending  and 
with  2 rather  long  diverging  spinous  processes  at  its  tip.  Orbits  much 
elevated,  spines  large,  and  jaws  small;  distance  measured  obliquely  from 
tip  of  rostral  spine  to  edge  of  opercular  flap  2^  in  length ; nearly  all  of  the 
spines  of  head  and  exposed  edges  of  preorbital,  mandible,  and  opercles 
minutely  serrate ; the  diverging  spines  upon  snout  themselves  armed  along 
margin  by  numerous  spinules;  a strong  spine  on  preopercle,  with  a sec- 
ondary spine  at  its  base;  the  spine  on  preopercle  as  long  as  snout;  a stout 
spine  on  operculum,  another  in  humeral  region,  another  on  nape  extending 
backward  to  base  of  fourth  dorsal  spine.  Teeth  in  jaws,  and  on  vomer 
and  palate,  very  small,  in  villiform  bands.  Length  of  maxillary  a little 
greater  than  that  of  eye;  length  of  mandible  a little  less  than  that  of 
snout,  reaching  about  to  the  vertical  from  front  of  eye;  a furrow  across 
nape  immediately  behind  eyes;  9 developed  gill  rakers  on  the  anterior 
arch,  besides  several  rudiments ; all  of  the  gill  rakers  very  short.  Pseudo- 
branchim  present.  Branchiostegals  7.  Distance  of  dorsal  from  tip  of  snout 
24^  in  body;  first  2 dorsal  siiines  much  produced;  length  of  first  almost 
equal  to  standard  length;  length  of  second  slightly  greater  than  that  of 
first;  the  short  spine  about  twice  as  long  as  mandible;  when  the  dorsal 
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spiues  are  fully  extended  they  reach  nearly  to  tip  of  caudal;  anterior 
margins  of  first  3 spines  minutely  serrated,  the  serrations  being  in  several 
rov^s;  longest  ray  of  soft  dorsal  about  ^ as  long  as  head;  length  of  middle 
caudal  rays  equal  to  length  of  anal  base;  caudal  slightly  emarginate ; length 
of  pectoral  a little  less  than  2 in  body;  longest  separate  ray  of  pectoral 
about  14^  times  as  long  as  shortest,  its  length  equal  to  that  of  middle 
caudal  rays ; length  of  veutral  spine  ^ of  length  of  longest  ventral  ray ; 
ventral  when  extended  reaching  to  third  ray  of  anal;  longest  anal  ray 
about  ^ as  long  as  head;  scales  very  rough,  in  about  7 rows  between 
origin  of  second  dorsal  and  lateral  line,  and  19  rows  below  lateral  line; 
lateral  line  with  about  40  tubes,  the  number  of  rows  of  scales  counted 
obliquely  about  55.  Color  in  life,  rosy;  head  and  pectoral  speckled  with 
dark  brown;  6 or  7 small  dark  blotches  on  upper  edge  of  pectoral.  Some 
specimens  have  the  inner  surface  of  pectoral  dark  on  its  lower  half.  In 
1 specimen  the  dark  blotches  on  pectoral  are  grouped  into  4 half  bands, 
of  which  the  middle  2 are  very  small.  Gif  Cape  Catoche,  Yucatan,  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  (Goode  & Bean.)  {militaris,  like  a soldier,  from  the  high  spines.) 

Prionotus  militaris,  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Icbtliyologj’,  464,  pi.  CXi,  fig.  380,  and  pi. 
cxii,  fig.  384, 1896,  off  Cape  Catoche,  Yucatan,  in  25  fathoms.  (Coll.  Albatross.) 

2502.  BELLATOR  EGRETTA  (Goode  & Bean). 

• Head2|-;  depth  44;  eye  3^  in  head;  snout  24;  interorbital  width  2 in 
eye.  D.  XT-11;  A.  1, 10;  P.  12-}-3;  AM,  5;  gill  rakers  maxillary 

nearly  3;  mandible  24;  scales  9-100-32,60  tubes.  Body  rather  slender, 
tapering  rapidly  posteriorly;  head  moderately  long;  snout  not  descend- 
ing so  abruptly  as  in  P.  militaris,  without  projections  in  front.  Spines 
of  head  moderately  strong,  without  subsidiary  basal  spines;  opercular 
and  preopercular  spines  about  equal  iii  length,  2 in  snout;  exposed  edges 
of  bones  of  head  minutely  serrated,  teeth  at  end  of  snout  slightly 
enlarged;  humeral  spine  small;  nuchal  spines  not  well  developed;  1 or  2 
spines  at  front  of  supraorbital,  and  2 or  3 at  its  posterior  portion.  Teeth 
in  villiform  bands  on  jaws,  and  on  vomer  and  palatines,  the  vomerine 
band  very  narrow.  A slight  groove  across  the  nape  immediately  behind 
eyes,  continued  downward  by  au  interspace  between  the  preoj)ercle  and 
opercle.  Distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  origin  of  dorsal  equal  to  length  of 
head;  base  of  spinous  dorsal  equal  to  length  of  head  without  snout;  first 
dorsal  spine  coarsely  serrated  for  first  sixth  of  its  length,  produced  into  a 
filament  extending  beyond  end  of  caudal,  the  spine  thus  exceeding  length 
of  fish ; second  spine  nearly  as  long  as  base  of  fin,  the  last  3 small;  several 
succeeding  spiues  also  weakly  serrated  on  their  anterior  margins ; first  ray 
of  second  dorsal  serrated  on  anterior  margin,  the  rays  increasing  in  size 
to  the  ninth  which  is  nearly  4 length  of  head ; caudal  somewhat  emargi- 
nate, length  of  middle  rays  a trifle  longer  than  base  of  spinous  dorsal; 
origin  of  anal  almost  directly  opposite  that  of  second  dorsal ; length  of 
anal  spine  about  f that  of  first  ray,  the  rays  increasing  in  length  posteri- 
orly, the  ninth  being  2 in  base  of  second  dorsal;  longest  separate  pectoral 
ray  as  long  as  base  of  second  dorsal,  the  shortest  2 in  head;  ventrals 
reaching  origin  of  anal.  Color  light  brownish  yellow  on  back,  paler 
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beneath;  fins,  except  pectoral  and  ventral,  pale;  pectoral  with  5 dark 
bands,  the  third  extending  entirely  across  the  fin.  Known  only  from  the 
type  taken  olf  Barbados  between  100  and  200  fathoms,  {egrcita,  an  egret, 
in  allusion  to  the  elongate  dorsal  ray,  resembling  the  plume  of  an  egret.) 

Prionotus  egretta,  Goode  & Bean,  Oceanic  Icbth.,  465,  fig.  381, 1896,  off  Barbados,  at  Blake 
Station  64.  (Type  in  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.) 

794.  CHELIDONICHTHYS,  Kanp. 

(Small-scaled  Gurnards.) 

Chelidonichthys,  Kaup,  Archiv  f.  Naturgeschichte  1873,  87  {hintndo). 

This  genus  differs  from  Prionotus  chiefly  in  the  absence  of  palatine  teeth.* 
The  scales  are  much  smaller,  and  the  pectoral  fins  less  developed ; a series 
of  bony,  spinous  plates  extends  along  the  base  of  the  dorsal  fin,  a pair  of 
them  to  each  ray,  the  fin  thus  running  in  a shallow  groove;  there  are  no 
plates  along  the  lateral  line;  caudal  fin  usually  emarginate.  Lateral  line 
usually  forking  at  base  of  caudal,  the  branches  running  to  tip  of  fin. 
The  numerous  species  abound  on  the  coasts  of  Europe,  Africa,  and  India; 
ranging  north  to  Japan.  swallow;  ixOv<;,  fish.) 

2503.  CHELIDOXICHTHYS  PICTIPIXXIS  (Kaup). 

The  following  description*  is  taken  from  Dr.  Kaup's  original  type, 
kindly  sent  us  from  the  museum  in  Hamburg  by  Dr.  Georg  Pfister, 
Curator: 

Head  3^  (to  tip  of  rostral  lobe);  depth  5^-.  D.  IX-16;  A.  15;  pec- 
toral 10  + 3 detached  rays;  scales  about  68.  Width  of  head  If  in  its 
length:  width  of  nape  between  occipital  spines  3f  in  length  of  head; 
upper  profile  of  snout  straight.  Snout  long,  a little  more  than  twice  in 
head;  emarginate  at  tip,  the  preorbitals  extending  beyond  it  on  either 
side;  each  preorbital  with  about  5 blunt  spines.  Mouth  very  wide,  its 
greatest  width  (measured  inside)  21  in  head;  maxillary  reaching  front  of 
orbit,  2|  in  head.  Vomerine  teeth  present  in  a small  crescent-shaped 
patch,  villiform;  no  teeth  on  palatines;  a wide  band  of  well-developed 
villiform  teeth  present  on  each  jaw.  Eye  large,  4f  in  head.  Interorbital 
space  deeply  concave.  If  in  eye.  Depth  of  caudal  peduncle  If  in  eye. 
Gill  rakers  9,  about  2f  in  eye.  Bones  of  the  head  covered  with  radiating 
strife  which  are  comparatively  fine,  smooth  and  regular;  preopercle  with 
2 spines  at  the  angle,  the  upper  much  the  larger;  opercle  ending  in 
2 spines;  humeral  spine- long  and  strong;  supraorbital  rim  anteriorly 
with  2 spines;  a bony  groove  extending  the  entire  length  of  the  dor- 
sals, formed  by  24  plates,  each  of  which  ends  on  the  side  in  a spine;  a 
short,  somewhat  obscure  transverse  groove  behind  each  eye,  the  two  not 
continued  across  the  occiput.  Scales  small,  cycloid,  present  on  back, 

* Dr.  Pfister  sends  the  following:  note  under  date  of  J anuary  2,  1896 : 

“Das  Kaup’sche  Original-Stuck  von  Trigla  pictipinnis  war  in  unseren  Katalogen  nicht 
enthalten ; erst  dutch  langere  Studien  ini  Archiv  ergab  sich,  dass  das  Stuck,  welches  ich 
Ihnen  nunmelir  iibersandt  babe,  thatsachlich  das  Onginal-Stuck  von  Kaup  ist;  es  stand 
im  Museum  als  Trigla  hirundo,  Barbados,  Ug.  Ebrbardt.” 
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sides,  and  belly;  none  on  fins  excepting  on  caudal,  on  wbicli  they  extend 
nearly  to  tip;  those  in  lateral  line  elongate,  enlarged.  Pehnc  bone  dia- 
mond-shaped, not  scaled.  If-  in  head,  its  width  twice  in  its  length; 
region  of  axil  of  A’entrals  and  pectorals  naked.  Base  of  spinous  dorsal 
in  head,  third  .spine  If  in  head,  all  the  spines  smooth ; base  of  soft  dor- 
sal If  times  as  long  as  head,  longest  soft  ray  2f  in  head ; base  of  anal 
slightly  greater  than  head;  pectoral  reaching  about  to  seventh  anal  ray, 
2|  in  body ; the  upper  detached  pectoral  ray  the  longest.  If  in  head,  mid- 
dle detached  ray  If  in  upper,  lower  If  in  middle;  A^entrals  reaching 
origin  of  anal.  If  in  head.  Color  (in  spirits) : back  and  upper  half  of 
sides  reddish  brown;  lower  portion  of  sides  golden  silvery;  belly,  anal, 
base  of  pectorals,  and  base  of  ventrals  white ; head  light  chocolate  brown ; 
dorsals,  caudal,  ventrals,  and  detached  rays  of  pectoral  translucent,  the 
membrane  of  pectorals  satin-like  and  very  dark  brown,  the  rays  white; 
6 or  7 conspicuous,  small  white  sj^ots  on  the  inside  of  pectoral  on  its  lower 
half.  Type  13  inches  long,  in  the  museum  at  Hamburg,  said  to  haA^e  been 
sent  from  Barbados.  This  specimen  agrees  perfectly  with  descriptions  of 
Chelidonichtliys  Inmu  (Lesson  & Garnot)  from  New  Zealand.  It  probably 
came  from  the  South  Seas,  not  from  Barbados,  and  should  not  be  admit- 
ted in  this  work.  Chelidonichthys  S2nnosus  McClelland,  of  which  we  have 
specimens  from  Japan,  although  closely  related,  is  a different  species. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  Dr.  Kaup’s  account: 

Pectoral  reaching  seventh  or  eighth  anal  ray;  dorsal  spines  smooth, 
reddish  brown  aboA'e,  yelloAv  on  sides;  belly  white;  pectoral  colored  on 
the  inner  side  as  in  Trigla  jJcronli  and  in  Trigla  I'umu  (“a  large  black 
blotch  and  Avhite  spots  in  variable  number’^).  First  dorsal  uniformly 
colored;  4 black  spots  along  median  line  of  back,  and  2 spots  on  side,  par- 
allel with  the  first  2 dorsal  spots ; a black  spot  before  the  first  dorsal  spine ; 
a similar  spot  below  the  hinder  half  of  the  eye.  One  specimen  a foot  long 
in  the  Hamburg  Museum  from  Barbados.  (Kaup.) 

The  subgenus  Chelidomchthys  to  which  it  is  referred  is  thus  described: 

Preorbital  plate  of  the  steeply  truncate  snout  somewhat  prominent, 
with  blunt  teeth;  spines  of  preopercle  and  opercle  short;  first  dorsal 
with  slender  spines,  the  anterior  entirely  smooth  or  somewhat  rough; 
first  dorsal  with  9 or  10 ; second  with  1 spine  and  16  soft  rays ; anal  with 
15  or  16  soft  rays;  scales  very  small;  lateral  line  somewhat  prominent, 
without  spines.  The  species  reach  a length  of  8 inches  to  afoot  or  more. 
{pictus,  painted;  pinna  fin.) 

Trigla  pictipiyinis,  Kavp,  ArchiA^  fur  Naturgeschichte  1873,  87,  Barbados  ? (Coll.  Elir- 
hardt.  Type.Mus.  Hamburg.) 

795.  TRIGLA  (Artedi)  Linnjeus. 

(Mailed  Gurnards.) 

Trigla  (Artedi)  Linna:t:s,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  300, 1758  (cucuhis). 

This  genus  differs  from  Chelidonichtliys,  with  which  it  agrees  in  the  ab- 
sence of  palatine  teeth,  in  having  the  sides  of  the  body  armed  with  trans- 
verse bony  plates,  crossing  the  lateral  line.  Species  numerous;  very 
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abundant  in  tlie  Mediterranean.  {rpiyXa,  Trigla,  classical  name  of 
Mtillus  harhatus,  still  used  by  the  fishermen  of  the  Adriatic,  transferred  to 
this  group  by  Artedi  for  no  evident  reason.) 


2504.  TRIGLA  CUCULUS,  Linnajxis. 

(Red  Gurnard.) 

Head  3^;  depth  5i.  D.  IX-17 ; A.  16;  plates  along  lateral  line  65;  eye 
5f  in  head;  second  dorsal  spine  1^;  pectoral  1^^;  anal  11;  caudal  11. 
Body  not  anywhere  compressed;  head  everywhere  covered  with  rough, 
bony  plates;  mouth  moderate,  with  bands  of  villiform  teeth  on  jaws  and 
vomer;  maxillary  scarcely  reaching  to  front  of  eye;  snout  truncate,  with 
2 or  3 spines  on  each  side ; eyes  placed  high ; a couple  of  spines  on  supra- 
orbital rim  above  anterior  edge  of  eye;  interorbital  deeply  concave;  post- 
temporal, with  its  upper  surface  rugose,  ending  as  a spine  behind ; a couple 
of  spines  on  opercle  in  front  of  the  flap;  a spine  on  clavicle  just  above 
pectoral  fin ; a series  of  long,  narrow  plates  along  lateral  line ; back  and 
sides  covered  with  small  scales,  belly  naked ; a ridge  of  about  26  spines 
extending  along  base  of  dorsals,  ending  at  posterior  end  of  soft  dorsal; 
spinous  dorsal  triangular  in  outline,  the  second  spine  the  longest,  spines 
rapidly  decreasing  in  length  behind  it,  second  spine  reaching  to  soft 
dorsal  when  depressed;  pectoral  long  and  narrow,  reaching  to  front  of 
anal ; Axntrals  inserted  a distance  of  ^ eye  behind  lower  end  of  base  of 
pectoral,  reaching  nearly  to  tip  of  pectorals ; caudal  long  and  emarginate. 
Color  rose-red  on  back,  white  below ; inner  face  of  pectoral  blackish,  the 
outer  face  slightly  dusky;  other  fins  dusky.  Southern  Europe;  said  by 
Cuvier  to  have  been  once  brought  from  New  York  by  Milbert;  a very 
doubtful  record.  No  recent  collector  has  found  any  species  of  Trigla  in 
American  waters.  The  specimen  here  described  is  from  the  Paris  market. 
(cucidus,  cuckoo.) 

Trigla  tota  ruhens,  Artedi,  Genera  Piscium,  45, 1738. 

Tri'jla  cueulus*  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  Ed.  x,  301,  1758,  Mediterranean,  open  sea  ; after 
Artedi. 

Trigla  pini,  Bloch,  Iclithyol.,  pi.  355,  1793;  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  199;  Cuvier  &,  Valen- 
ciennes, Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  26;  De  Kay,  New  York  Fauna:  Fishes,  43,  pi.  70, 1842; 
Day,  Fish.  Gt.  Brit.,  58, 1880. 

Family  CLXXXY.  PERISTEDIID^. 

(The  Deep-water  Gurnards.) 

Body  elongate,  fusiform,  covered  with  bony  plates,  each  of  which  is 
armed  with  a strong  spine ; head  bony ; each  preorbital  produced  into  a 
long,  flat  process,  which  projects  more  or  less  beyond  the  mouth;  mouth 
small,  inferior,  like  that  of  a sturgeon;  teeth  none;  lower  jaw  provided 
with  barbels;  gill  membranes  separate,  narrowly  joined  to  the  isthmus 

* Polynemus  tridigitatus.  Mitchill,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.,  l,  449, 1815,  New  York  (no 
description),  referred  by  Dr,  Gunther  to  the  synonymy  of  Trigla  ciiculus,  is  apparently 
based  on  a recollection  of  some  species  of  Frionotus.  It  is  certainly  not  a Trigla. 
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anteriorly ; gill  rakers  slender.  Dorsal  fin  continuous  or  divided.  Pecto- 
ral fin  short,  with  the  2 lowermost  rays  detached.  Ventrals  I,  5,  separated 
by  a broad,  flat  area.  Air  bladder  simple.  Pyloric  caeca  about  10.  Color 
generally  red.  Deep-sea  fishes;  2 or  3 genera  and  about  13  si)ecies  known, 
bearing  some  resemblance  to  young  sturgeons. 

a.  Barbels  at  angle  of  mouth  in  large  tufts  of  fringes;  dorsal  fins  2.  Peristedion,  796. 

aa.  Barbels  at  angle  of  mouth  minute,  simple  or  nearly  so;  dorsal  fins  2. 

VULSICULUS,  797. 

796.  PERISTEDION,  Lacepede. 

Peristedion,  LACEPiiDE,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  m,  368,  1802  (malarmat—cataphractmn). 
Pcristethus,  Kaup,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Bond.  1859,  103  (cataphractus) ; amended  spelling. 

Barbels  large,  forming  large  fringed  tufts  at  angles  of  mouth  and  on 
lower  jaw.  Dorsal  fins  2;  characters  otherwise  included  above.  (Ttepi, 
around;  6r?/Qiov,  diminutive  of  dnJQo^,  breast,  the  breast  being  mailed.) 

a.  Body  rather  robust,  the  depth  to  5 in  length  to  base  of  caudal;  head  about  2J  in 
length;  barbels  long. 

6.  Length  of  preorbital  extension  about  3^  in  snout;  color  uniform  crimson. 

MINIATUM,  2505. 

bb.  Length  of  preorbital  extension  2 in  snout;  color  red,  with  a black  blotch  near 
tip  of  pectoral,  and  black  on  caudal.  longispathum,  2506. 

aa.  Body  slender,  the  depth  6 to  6r  in  length  to  base  of  caudal ; head  3 to  3^ ; barbels 
moderate;  fins  mottled  or  blotched. 

c.  Body  very  slender;  preorbital  process  2^  in  snout;  color  yellowish;  a pearly 
lateral  band;  back  dotted;  fins  mottled.  gracile,  2507. 

cc.  Body  much  depressed;  preorbital  process  3 in  snout;  color  red,  mottled  and 
blotched.  platycephalum,  2508. 

2505.  PERISTEDION  MINIATUM,  Goode. 

Head2i;  depths.  D.VII-18;  A.  17;  C.  16;  P.  10-f  2;  V.  1, 5;  plates 27  to 
29.  Armature  of  body  essentially  as  in  Peristedion  hrevirostre spiues  of  ab- 
dominal plates  very  weak  posteriorly;  length  of  preorbital  process  3^  in 
distance  from  its  extremity  to  front  of  orbit;  interorbital  space  deeply 
concave;  protuberance  on  the  forehead  very  slight;  a pair  of  spiues  on 
upper  surface  of  snout  behind  base  of  preorbital  processes;  a larger  pair 
on  preorbital  processes;  ridge  of  preopercle  ending  in  a depressed,  short, 
sharp-pointed  spine;  about  10  small  tentacles  on  each  side  of  lower  jaw, 
those  near  the  symphysis  smallest.  Long  tentacles  at  angle  of  mouth 
fringed,  extending  to  bases  of  pectorals.  Length  12  inches.  Gulf  Stream, 
in  various  localities,  at  a depth  of  about  150  fathoms.  (Goode.)  {miniatus, 
scarlet.) 

Peristedion  miniatum,  Goode,  Proc.  IT.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1880,  349,  Gulf  Stream,  off  Rhode 
Island;  JORDAN  & GILBERT,  Synopsis,733, 1883;  GooDE  &Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology, 
470,  pi.  CXIII,  figs.  385,  385A,  B,  1896. 

2506.  PERISTEDION  LONGISPATHUM,  Goode  & Bean. 

D.  yiII-19;  A.  19.  Body  high  anteriorly,  its  greatest  height  in  total 
length;  length  of  head  without  prolongations  2|  in  total  length,  with  pro- 
longations 2.  Crown  of  head  flat,  separated  from  nuchal  plate  by  a deep 

* See  Gunther,  Cat.,  ii,  218, 1860. 
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furrow,  which  is  convex  forward.  Interorhital  space  deeply  concave,  the 
supraorbital  margins  being  swollen,  its  width  equaling  long  diameter  of 
orbit.  No  protuberance  on  forehead,  which  is  much  depressed,  its  outline 
descending  abruptly  and  rapidly  in  front  of  eyes;  a ridge  but  no  spine 
beneath  eye.  Length  of  snout,  including  the  preorbital  extension,  more 
than  I length  of  head ; preorbital  extension  cfiualing  ^ length  of  snout ; the 
processes  flat,  rounded  anteriorly,  and  covered  with  minute  granula- 
tions; they  diverge  considerably,  the  distance  of  the  tips  apart  being 
nearly  twice  that  at  their  bases;  a ridge  arises  at  base  of  preorbital 
process  and  extends  to  angle  of  preoperculum,  and  its  width  at  the 
angle  is  contained  twice  in  diameter  of  orbit;  a narrow,  inconspicuous, 
and  interrupted  ridge  below;  a ridge  on  operculum,  ending  in  a sharp 
spine  at  the  angle,  its  length  equal  to  diameter  of  eye.  Jaws  feeble,  tooth- 
less; lower  jaw  with  2 long,  much  friuged  barbels  and  14  shorter  ones; 
length  of  the  long  barbels  Twice  diameter  of  the  eye;  maxillary  not 
reaching  vertical  through  anterior  margin  of  eye;  diameter  of  eye  4 
in  length  of  head  without  its  prolongations;  greatest  width  of  head 
over  preopercular  ridge,  3 in  total  length.  Dorsal  origin  directly  in  a line 
with  upper  angle  of  gill  o])ening;  longest  spine  slightly  longer  than 
width  of  interorbital  space;  anal  origin  under  that  of  second  dorsal; 
caudal  small,  slightly  emarginate,  length  of  its  middle  rays  times  diam- 
eter of  eye;  ventrals  slightly  in  advance  of  pectorals,  and  extending  far- 
ther back,  reaching  slightly  beyond  vent  and  to  vertical  through  seventh 
row  of  scales;  pectoral  short,  extending  to  vertical  from  fifth  scale  of  the 
lateral  line,  the  longest  detached  ray  to  the  sixth ; 29  rows  of  scales.  Color 
in  life  bright  roseate;  a black  blotch  near  tip  of  pectoral;  dorsal  with 
narrow  dark  margin;  tip  of  caudal  black.  The  elongation  of  the  preor- 
bital extension  is  noticeable  in  the  smallest  examples.  (Goode  & Bean.) 
West  Indies,  off  Cuba  and  Barbados,  (longus,  long;  spatha,  sheath.) 

Peristedium  longispatha,  Goode  & Bean,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  xir,  No.  5,  166,  1886,  off 
Santa  Cruz,  in  314  fathoms  (Coll.  Blake) ; off  Barbados,  2og  fathoms  (Coil.  Blake), 
and  at  other  stations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  (Coll.  Albatross);  Goode  & Bean, 
Oceanic  Ichthyology,  472,  pi.  CXIV,  fig.  386, 1896. 

*2507.  PEIUSTEDIOX  OR.ICILE,  Goode  & Bean. 

B.  7 or  8.  D.  VIII-20;  A.  1, 18;  P.  11  + 2;  V.  I,  5.  Body  very  slender, 
its  greatest  height  nearly  ^ of  length.  Length  of  head  to  tip  of  the  pro- 
longed rostral  spine  48  mm. ; without  the  prolongations  its  length  is  36 
mm.  or  twice  the  greatest  height  of  the  body.  Iiiterorbital  space  deeply 
concave;  interorbital  width  4 length  of  snout,  including  rostral  spine. 
Forehead  descending  gently  toward  snout,  the  supraorbital  crests  very 
little  elevated.  The  rostral  spine  on  each  side  continued  backward  by  a 
slight  bony  ridge  ending  in  a blunt  spine  at  the  angle  of  preoperculum. 
Opercular  spine  small,  the  length  of  operculum  with  the  spine  being  about 
equal  to  length  of  eye.  Length  of  snout  with  preorbital  extension  a little 
less  than  4 in  body;  length  of  spine  alone  nearly  equal  to  length  of 
mandible.  Jaws  feeble  and  toothless;  length  of  maxillary  J length  of 
head;  length  of  mandible  i length  of  snout  with  preorbital  extension; 
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mandible  with  2 groups  of  barbels,  1 on  each  side  of  its  lower  edge;  length 
of  longest  barbel  equaling  that  of  eye;  barbels  subdivided  into  several 
fringes,  the  number  of  barbels  on  each  side  of  the  mandible  may  be 
divided  up  into  8 or  9 clusters;  mandible  extending  to  vertical  throngh 
front  of  eye;  26  gill  rakers  on  iirst  arch,  the  longest  half  as  long  as  eye. 
Longitudinal  diameter  of  eye  nearly  equal  to  width  of  interorbital  space; 
greatest  width  of  head  over  preorbital  ridge  i length  of  snout  includ- 
ing the  preorbital  extension.  Spinous  dorsal  originating  directly  above 
end  of  the  opercular  flap ; the  first  spine  slightly  the  longest,  its  length 
equaling  length  of  snout  and  its  projecting  spine,  also  short  diameter  of 
eye;  longest  ray  of  second  dorsal  nearly  J length  of  head;  least  height  of 
tail  ^ length  of  eye.  Anal  origin  under  second  ray  of  solt  dorsal,  the  fin 
extending  as  far  back  as  the  dorsal,  the  length  of  its  base  being  4 times  the 
width  of  interorbital  area,  the  rays  about  as  long  as  those  of  second  dorsal ; 
length  of  middle  caudal  rays  f length  of  eye,  the  fin  being  emargiuate ; 
ventral  base  under  pectoral  base,  the  fin  reaching  to  vent,  its  length 
twice  that  of  eye ; pectoral  short,  reaching  to  below  eighth  scute  of  the 
lateral  line,  the  longest  detached  ray  reaching  to  below  the  ninth  scute 
of  the  lateral  line,  its  length  equaling  4 length  of  head ; 30  scutes  in  the 
lateral  line.  Color  (of  alcoholic  specimen)  very  light  yellow,  a broad  pearly 
band  along  the  sides;  back  stippled  with  light  brownish;  pectorals  with 
dark  mottlings.  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Known  from  1 specimen,  5 inches  long. 
(Goode  & Bean.)  (gracilis,  slender.) 

Peristedion  gracile,  Goode  & Bean,  Ocean  Ichthyology,  473,  pi.  cxiv,  fig.  387, 1896,  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  in  142  fathoms,  28°  28'  30"  N.,  85°  52'  30"  W.,  at  Albatross  Station  249. 


2508.  PERISTEDION  PLATTCEPHALOI,  Goode  & Bean. 

D.  VIII-17 ; A.  17.  Body  much  depressed,  its  greatest  height  6^  in  body 
length,  6f  in  total.  Length  of  head  without  prolongations,  twice  the 
height  of  body,  in  its  length,  with  prolongations  2|  in  body  length. 
Interorbital  space  deeply  concave,  the  supraorbital  margin  being  swollen, 
its  width  equal  to  the  long  diameter  of  the  eye.  No  protuberance  on  the 
forehead,  which  is  much  depresssd,  its  outline  descending  abruptly  and 
rapidly  in  front  of  the  eyes.  A ridge  below  the  eye,  not  armed;  a small 
vertical  spine  behind  each  nostril.  Stout  spines  upon  the  operculum  and 
several  upon  the  vertex.  The  length  of  the  snout,  with  its  extensions,  is 
^ the  length  of  the  head,  its  processes  about  3 in  its  own  length.  The 
processes  are  flat,  triangular,  diverging  slightly,  the  distance  apart  of 
their  tips  2 to  2^  that  at  their  bases.  A ridge  extending  backward  from 
base  of  each  process  along  the  lower  edge  of  the  preoperculum,  ending 
behind  in  a sharp,  flat  spine;  the  greatest  width  of  the  expanded  portion, 
on  the  preoperculum,  only  i as  wide  as  the  eye;  beneath  this  another 
less  conspicuous  ridge  with  minutely  serrated  edge,  which  is  double  in 
front  and  single  behind,  the  2 portions  separated  by  a slight  notch.  Jaws 
normal,  the  2 tentacles  mnch  fringed,  their  length  not  much  exceeding  the 
diameter  of  the  eye;  between  them,  and  placed  about  equidistant  from 
each,  are2  bunches  of  short  tentacles,  about  4 in  each.  Chin  withnumer- 
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ous  short  tentacles,  some  of  them  as  long  as  the  eye,  arranged  for  the 
most  part  in  bunches  of  4.  Maxillary  not  reaching  anterior  margin  of 
orbit.  Diameter  of  eye  nearly  4 in  greatest  length  of  head,  and  exactly 
4 of  total  length  of  snout.  Greatest  width  of  head,  over  the  preopercu- 
lar  ridges,  nearly  equal  to  its  own  length  without  the  processes.  Dorsal 
origin  over  the  upper  angle  of  gill  opening;  longest  spine  equal  to  that 
of  postorbital  portion  of  head;  anal  origin  about  under  origin  of  second 
dorsal,  a trifle  farther  back,  and  in  the  vertical  through  the  space  between 
the  seventh  and  eighth  lateral  scutes;  the  fln  about  as  high  as  the  dorsal ; 
caudal  small,  slightly  emarginate,  with  tips  slightly  produced,  length  of 
middle  rays  equal  to  that  of  dorsal;  ventral  origin  in  advance  of  the  axil 
of  the  pectorals,  the  fin  extending  slightly  beyond  vent,  but  not  quite  to 
origin  of  anal,  its  length  about  twice  length  of  dorsal.  Pectoral  rather 
long,  extending  to  ninth  scute  of  lateral  line  and  past  vertical  through 
origin  of  anal;  29  rows  of  scutes.  Color  red;  body  and  fins  mottled  and 
blotched  with  darker.  Known  from  2 sx^ecimens  taken  off  Barbados,  West 
Indies.  Type  tfom  Blake  Station  LX,  in  123  fathoms;  the  other  from 
288  fathoms.  (Goode  & Bean.)  {TtXaTVi,  broad;  ne^aXh,  head.) 

Peristedio7i  platycephalurn,  Goode  «fc  Bean,  Bull.  Mus.  Comp.  Zool.,  xii,  No.  5,  167,  1886 
off  Barbados  in  123  fathoms  (Coll,  the  Blake) ; Goode  «fc  Bean,  Oceanic  Ichthyology', 
474,  pi.  CXIV,  fig.  388,  A,  B,  1896. 


797.  VULSICULUS,  Jordan  & Evermann. 

Vulsiculus,  Jordan  & Evermann,  Check-List  Fishes,  489,  1896  (imberbe). 

This  genus  differs  from  Pcristedion  chiefly  in  the  reduction  of  the  barbels 
on  the  lower  jaw  and  the  angle  of  the  mouth.  These  are  minute  and  sim- 
ple, or  nearly  so,  and  scarcely  appreciable,  (vulsus,  plucked;  hairless.) 

•2509.  VULSICULUS  IMBERBIS  (Poey). 

Body  somewhat  slender,  its  greatest  height  44  times  in  distance  between 
tix)  of  snout  and  base  of  caudal.  Length  of  head  without  prolongations 
2X  in  total  length ; with  prolongations,  2.  Crown  of  head  flat ; interor- 
bital space  concave,  with  a depressed  groove  in  its  middle,  branching  pos- 
teriorly along  the  base  of  the  suxiraorbital  crests,  its  width  somewhat 
greater  than  the  horizontal  diameter  of  orbit.  No  protuberances  on  fore- 
head or  on  the  snout  above,  and  no  ridges  or  spines  beneath  eye.  Length 
of  snout,  including  the  xu’^orbital  extension,  equal  to  length  of  head; 
Ijreorbital  extension  about  | of  length  of  snout.  Preorbital  processes 
flat,  unarmed,  and  somewhat  divergent;  a ridge  arising  at  base  of  pre- 
orbital process  and  extending  to  angle  of  preoperculum,  where  it  termi- 
nates in  a blunt  sx^ine;  a low  ridge  on  operculum,  ending  in  a rather 
inconspicuous  spine;  another  above  and  close  to  it,  pointing  ux^ward. 
Length  of  opercular  ridge  of  spines  nearly  equal  to  horizontal  diameter 
of  eye.  Jaws  feeble  and  apparently  toothless;  barbels  on  lower  jaw  so 
inconspicuous  as  to  be  scarcely  visible;  maxillary  extending  almost  to 
vertical  through  anterior  margin  of  eye ; diameter  of  eye  4 times  in  length 
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of  head  without  its  prolongations.  Dorsal  origin  directly  in  line  with 
upper  angle  of  gill  opening;  the  origin  of  anal  under  that  of  second  dor- 
sal ; ventrals  slightly  in  advance  of  pectorals,  and  not  so  far  hack,  though 
their  tips  reach  somewhat  beyond  vent;  pectorals  rather  long;  about  25 
rows  of  scales.  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  type,  about  2 inches  long,  is  in  the 
Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology  at  Cambridge,  and  has  l)een  examined 
in  the  preparation  of  this  description,  but  the  example  being  unique 
and  small,  we  have  not  ventured  to  examine  it  so  elosely  as  would  have 
been  practicable  with  more  material.  It  is,  however,  apparently  a well- 
marked  species,  resembling  in  a general  way  P.  longispaihum.  It  was 
obtained  by  Poey  from  the  stomach  of  Polymixia  nohilis,  taken  near  Cuba 
in  deep  water.  (Goode  & Bean).  Near  Cuba,  in  deep  water,  from 
stomachs  of  Polymixia  (Coll.  Poey).  A few  specimens  in  bad  condition 
were  taken  by  Jordan  & Stearns  from  stomachs  of  Groupers  and  Snappers 
on  the  Snapper  Banks  off  Pensacola.  In  these  specimens,  which  seem 
to  represent  Poey’s  imberhis,  the  dorsal  rays  are  about  V-19,  scutes  30; 
each  side  of  body  with  4 rows  of  spinous  plates,  the  ventral  series  with 
hooked  spines,  (imberhis,  beardless.) 

Peristedion  imberhe,  Poey,  Mem.  Hist.  Nat.  Cuba,  ii,  367,  389,  1861,  Cuba;  Poey*,  Rep. 
Fish. Nat.  Cuba,  ii,  158, 1866;  Jordan,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  1884,  38;  Goode  (ScBean, 
Oceanic  Ichthyology,  472,  1896. 

Peristedion  inicronemus,  Poey,  Ann.  Lyc.  Nat.  Hist.  N.  T.,  ix,  1870, 321,  Cuba ; substitute 
name  on  finding  the  existence  of  barbels. 

Peristcthus  micronema,  Gunther,  Challenger  Report,  Deep  Sea  Fishes,  xxii,  65,  1887. 


Family  CLXXXVI.  CEPHALACANTHID.E. 

(The  Flying  Gurnards.) 

Body  elongate,  subquadrangular,  tapering  behind;  head  very  blunt, 
quadrangular,  its  surface  almost  entirely  bony ; nasals,  preorbitals,  sub- 
orbitals, and  bones  of  top  of  head  united  into  a shield ; nuchal  part  of 
shield  on  each  side  produced  backward  in  a bony  ridge,  ending  in  a strong 
spine,  which  reaches  past  front  of  dorsal;  interocular  space  deeply  con- 
cave; preorbitals  forming  a projecting  roof  above  the  jaws;  preopercle 
produced  in  a very  long  rough  spine;  cheeks  and  opercles  with  small 
scales;  opercle  smaller  than  eye;  gill  openings  narrow,  vertical,  separated 
by  a very  broad,  scaly  isthmus ; pseudobranchi?e  large ; gill  rakers  minute ; 
mouth  small,  lower  jaw  included;  jaws  with  granular  teeth;  no  teeth  on 
vomer  or  palatines;  scales  bony,  strongly  keeled;  2 serrated,  knife-like 
appendages  at  base  of  tail ; first  dorsal  of  4 or  5 rather  high  flexible  spines, 
the  first  1 or  2 spines  nearly  free  from  the  others;  an  immovable  spine 
between  the  dorsals ; anal  and  second  dorsal  short,  of  slender  rays ; caudal 
small,  lunate;  pectoral  fins  divided  to  the  base  into  2 parts,  the  anterior 
portion  about  as  long  as  the  head,  of  about  6 rays,  closelj^  connected ; the 
posterior  and  larger  portion  more  than  twice  length  of  head,  reaching 
nearly  to  caudal  in  the  adult  (DactyJopterus) ; much  shorter  in  the 
young  (Cephnlacaiitlms) ; these  rays  very  slender,  simjile,  wide  apart  at 
tip ; ventral  rays  I,  4,  the  long  fins  pointed,  their  bases  close  together, 
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the  inner  rays  shortest;  air  bladder  with  2 lateral  parts,  each  with  a large 
muscle;  pyloric  caeca  numerous ; vertebne  9 +*  13  = 22.  Warm  seas;  the 
adult  able  to  move  iii  the  air  like  the  true  flying-fish,  but  for  shorter  dis- 
tances. One  genera  and  2 to  4 species. 

798.  CEPHALACANTHUS,  Lacepede. 

(Flying  Gurnard.) 

Gephalacanthus,  Laci^pede,  Hist.  Nat.Poiss.,  iir,  323,  1802  (spinarella) ; young  examples 
of  the  East  Indian  species. 

Dactylopterus,  Lac^;pede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iii,  325,  1802  (pirapeda=volita7is) ; adults  of 
the  American  species. 

Gonocephalus,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fish.,  Ed.  Gray,  106, 1854  (macrocephaliis =volitans) . 

Character  of  the  genus  included  above.  Two  species  known,  the  follow- 
ing and  the  East  Indian,  Gephalacanthus  spinarella.  {He6a^.h}  head; 
(XxavOa,  spine.) 

2510.  CEPHALACAXTHUS  YOLITAXS  (Linnfeus). 

(Flying  Hobin;  Bat-fish  ; Tolador;  Mcrcielago.) 

Head  4^;  dej)th  54.  D.  II-IV,  8;  A.  6;  P.  28 -{-6.  First  2 dorsal  spines 
free,  slightly  connected  by  membrane  at  ba.'^e ; preopercular  spine  reach- 
ing beyond  base  of  pectorals,  not  to  end  of  occipital  spine;  pectorals 
reaching  nearly  to  base  of  caudal  in  adult,  very  much  shorter  in  young; 
in  the  young  the  spines  of  the  head  are  much  longer.  Greenish  olive  and 
brown  above,  of  varying  shades;  below  pale,  marked  irregularly  with 
dusky  and  bright  brick  red,  varying  to  salmon  yellow ; pectoral  fins 
mottled  with  bright-blue  streaks  near  the  base  and  bine  spots  and  bars 
toward  the  tip;  their  under  sides  glaucous  blue,  edged  with  darker; 
caudal  fin  with  about  3 brownish-red  bars;  coloration  extremely  variable. 
Length  12  inches.  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  both  coasts;  very  abundant  on 
South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts;  a handsome  and  singular  fish.  (Eu.) 
{volitans,  flying.) 

Pirabebe,  Marcgrave,  Hist.  Brasil.,  iv,  162, 1648,  Brazil. 

Milvus  cirratus,  Sloane,  Hist.  Jamaica,  ii,  288,  Jamaica. 

Trigla  digitis  vicenis  palma  tis,  Artedi,  Genera,  44, 1738,  Mediterranean,  etc. 

Hirundo,  Catesby,  Nat.  Hist.  Carolina,  ii,  tab.  8,  Bahamas. 

Trigla  volitans,  Linna:us,  Syst.  Nat,  Ed.  x,  l,  302, 1758;  after  Artedi  ; “ Mari  Mediterraneo 
Oceanio,  Pelago  inter  tropicos,  in  Asia  ad  Cap.  b.  Spei.  Saepe  agitata  evolans  ex 
aqua.” 

Dactylopterus  volitans,  Cuvier  & Valenciennes,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iv,  117, 1829;  Gunther, 
Cat.  Fishes,  ii,  221, 1860;  Lutken,  Spolia  Atlantica,  417, 1880. 

Trigla  tentabunda,  Walbau.m,  Artedi,  Piscium,  ill,  362,  1792;  after  Cataphractus,  Klein, 
Missus,  which  is  after  Catesby,  Fishes  of  Carolina,  iv,  44,  taf.  14,  f.  1. 

Trigla  fasdata,  Bloch  <fc  Schneider,  Syst.  Ichth.,  16,  tab.  3,  f.  1,1801 ; after  Cor?/s(io7i, Klein, 
Missus,  IV,  45,  taf.  14,  f.  2,  locality  not  stated. 

Dactylopterus  pirapeda,  Lac6pede,  Hist.  Nat.  Poiss.,  iii,  326,  1802,  Mediterranean  and 
almost  all  warm  seas. 

Polynemus  sexradiatxis,  Mitchell,  Trans.  Lit.  and  Phil.  Soc.,  i,  1815,  pi.  4,  f.  10,  New  York. 
Callionymus  pelagicus,  Rafinesque,  Amer.  Monthly  Mag.,  Jan.,  1818,  205,  Atlantic  Ocean. 
Dactylopterus  communis,  Owen,  Osteol.  Cat.,  i,  56. 1851. 

Gonocephalus  macrocephaliis,  Gronow,  Cat.  Fish.,  Ed.  Gray,  106, 1854,  pelagic. 


* The  osteological  characters  of  this  family  are  given  (after  Gill)  on  page  2147. 


END  OF  PART  II. 
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